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relief  .*  not  merely  to  page  a  law  or  two  to  retieye  the  Treas- 
ury by  raising  money  from  the  people,  and  then  go  home. 
The  idea,  he  said,  appeared  to  be  very  general  that  there 
most  be  a  recess.  But  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  or 
adequate  reason  of  adjourning.  But  if  it  were  settled  that 
this  is  to  be  so  short  a  session,  and  that  measures  so  import- 
ant are  to  take  their  final  decision,  at  any  rate,  before  it 
closes,  why  then,  Mr.  A.  observed,  it  were  better  the  ses- 
sioo  were  shortened  as  much  as  possible.  It  were  better, 
in  /act,  to  adjourn  at  once— to-morrow.  We  have  done 
mischief  enough,  he  remarked,  already,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
lieving the  Treasury.  It  would  not  be  difficult,  however, 
to  lay  the  country  under  a  yet  further  burden  than  that  al- 
ready imposed  upon  it— by  the  passage,  meantime,  of  the 
bill  which  gives  Government  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars move.  It  would  be  easy  to  do  this  in  one  day  by  the 
aid  of  the  previous  question.  And  then,  why  not  go  home  ? 
Mr,  A.  remarked  that  he  had  heard  no  arguments  for 
adjournment  which  had  been  based  upon  considerations  of 
pid>lie  interests,  but  only  on  those  of  mere  private  accom- 
modation ;  just,  said  he,  as  we  get  all  the  gold  and  silver, 
while  the  people  get  nothing  but  rags. 

But  there  was  one  other  money  bill  the  House  might, 
by  the  aid  of  the  previous  question,  also  get  through 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Senate  for  the  durstion 
of  the  session.  Besides  the  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
Isn  for  the  Treasury,  there  was  a  bill  on  the  table  appro- 
priating two  or  throe  millions  of  dollars  more  <<for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities.''  Being  one  of  that 
highly  favored  class  of  appropriation  bills  which  be  had 
before  designated  as  "scalping-knife  and  tomahawk  bills," 
it  would  be  most  easy  to  pass  it  by  the  previous  question  at 
sny  moment 

Mr.  A.  gave  as  a  reason  why  he  would  not  vote  for  that 
bill,  if  it  iAiould  come  up,  that  no  such  appropriation  as  it 
makes  was  called  for  by  the  Executive.  It  was  not  mention- 
ed Vn  the  message.  There  had  been  no  intimation  from  any 
quarter,  that  should  be  taken  as  authority  by  the  House  in 
matters  so  important,  that  $2,000,000  more  of  the  people's 
money  was  wanted  in  addition  to  the  large  sums  already 
appropriated  for  the  same  object.  But,  said  Mr.  A.,  it 
seems  to  be  the  object  of  this  session  of  Congress,  rejecting 
all  coDsideratiOD  of  the  claims  and  memorials  of  the  people, 
to  do  only  what  in  England  is  significantly  denominated 
'<  the  King's  business,"  and  then  to  go  home  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible! 

The  SPEAKER  here  suggested  that  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  was  not 
then  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  with  great  deference  to  the  Speaker, 
would  sDggest  that  he  was  in  order  while  giving  as  a  rea- 
son why  Congress  should  not  adjourn  next  Monday,  that 
important  bills  were  yet  to  be  acted  on  by  the  House,  and 
to  strengthen  his  argument  by  showing  their  importance. 

The  SPEAKER  conceded  that  right,  but  denied  to  the 
gentleman  the  power  of  going  into  the  merits  of  those 
measnres,  or  either  of  them,  under  the  rules  of  the  House. 
Mr.  ADAMS.  Those  measures  cannot  be  discussed 
without  taking  more  time  than  will  be  allowed  us  if  this 
resolution  passes.  Nor  would  It  be  consistent  with  the 
proper  discussion  of  matters  so  important  to  adjourn  before 
the  commencement  of  the  ordinary  session.  And,  there- 
fore, not,  however,  hoping  that  he  should  be  successful  in 
his  appeal,  he  suggested  to  gentlemen  the  expediency  of 
making  the  slight  sacrifice  of  their  personal  conveniences 
Co  the  public  good.  These  inconveniences  had  mostly  been 
already  incurred ;  and,  let  gentlemen  say  what  they  will, 
the  impotation,  already  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Joassoir,]  will  be  in  the  mouth  of  every 
nan,  woman,  and  child  in  the  country, — *<  you  went  home 
to  get  doable  mileage !" 
Mr.  A.  was  going  on  to  allude  to  the  course  which  had 
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been  adopted  in  the  House  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  delay  in  prosecuting  and  termi- 
nating the  Florida  war,  and  which  (said  Mr.  A.)  seems  to 
have  been  sent  to  <<  the  paradise  of  fools," — when  he  was 
interrupted  by  Mr.  CAXBBXLEire,  who  called  him  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  Mr.  A.  should  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  instead 
of  referring  to  so  many  distinct  subjects. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  endeavor  to  hedge  himself 
within  limits  as  closely  as  possible ;  and  if  he  did  chance  to 
transgress  the  bounds  of  debate,  even  though  it  be  ever  so 
little,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  knows  his  absolute  power  in  this  House,  will,  no 
doubt,  check  him  and  bring  him  back. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  referred  to  two  or  three  of  the  meas- 
ures before  the  House  for  consideration.  He  would  merely 
allude  to  two  other  great  financial  measures,  which  also 
awaited  their  action :  the  innumerable  sub-treasuries  on 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  return  to  deposite  banks.  So 
much  is  to  be  said  on  both  sides,  and  so  much  is  to  be  said 
against  both  sides,  of  this  question,  there  certainly  could 
not  be  much  time  to  spare,  if  they  were  to  be  discussed  as 
they  should  be,  prior  to  the  9th  or  the  16th  inst,  unless,  to 
be  .sure,  the  previous  question  should  be  invoked  to  settle 
the  matter ;  and  if  that  is  to  be  used,  it  may  as  well  be  re- 
sorted to  immediately  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
as  at  any  other  time.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  holds  in  his  hands  the  debates  of  this 
House,  and  whenever  a  question  has  been  debated  as  long 
as  he  thinks  proper  or  convenient,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  put 
down  his  foot,  and  the  gag  is  at  once  upon  us.  Besides, 
there  would  be  some  reason  for  the  passage  of  these  bills,  if, 
being  done  in  a  hurry,  they  will  afUrwards  find  the  apolo- 
gy for  their  passage,  which,  were  they  to  be  adopted  after 
deliberation,  they  could  never  obtain. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen  that  the  sub-Treasu- 
ry system  was  not  intended  to  be  discussed  in  that  House. 
It  had  been  called  a  bold  measure  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  given  up  his  usual  <<  non-commit- 
tal" policy  in  recommending  it.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  A., 
it  was  the  more  <<  bold"  from  this  very  consideration,  that 
it  was  not  to  be  discussed,  and  was  not  intended  to  be  pass- 
ed. On  this  he  would  give  no  opinion ;  he  would  leave 
the  solution  of  the  problem  to  *'  that  great  teacher.  Time." 
At  all  events,  it  could  not,  if  it  was  intended,  lie  discussed 
and  passed  in  so  short  a  space  as  was  nroposed.  It  was  a 
great  measure  of  revenue,  calling  much  profound  finance, 
much  deep  philosophy,  and,  more  than  all  to  bo  considered 
here,  much  warm  party  spirit,  into  action  upon  it.  It 
could  not  so  soon  be  settled,  except  by  the  intervention  of 
the  previous  question,  and,  if  that  were  intended,  he  would 
say,  let  us  come  to  the  question  at  once,  even  this  very 
day. 

Besides  these  most  important  matters,  there  was  one 
other,  to  which  he  would  briefly  allude,  but  with  regard  to 
the  merits  of  which  Mr.  A.  said  he  should  express  no 
opinion  then.  He  had  allusion  to  the  Mississippi  contest- 
ed election.  Here  we  have  two  members,  deciding  on  all 
important  questions— for,  in  these  days^  said  Mr.  A.,  we 
fin^  a  majority  of  two  upon  important  questions  in  this 
House — while  a  large  portion  of  the  House  entertain  the 
opinion  that  they  have  no  right  here  at  all !  Besides,  It 
was  an  important  constitutional  question,  and  involving, 
too,,  a  question  of  deep  interest  to  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  there  certainly  was  not  time  to  do  justice  to  it,  before 
the  day  proposed  for  adjournment  Mr.  A.,  however,  would 
take  the  occasion  to  remark,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult of  this  question,  he  was  glad  those  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
CLAiBomiTB  and  Gholsoit)  had  been  in  the  House  du- 
ring this  sessirai.  They  had,  at  all  events,  the  voice  of  the 
people  of  MisMsaippi  in  favor  of  their  being  here  thus  long ;  . 
and  it  is  better  that  they  should  be  here  without  a  perfect 
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title,  than  that  the  people  of  their  State  should  he  unrepre- 
sented on^thifl  floor.  The  expression  of  this  opinion  may  be 
a  political  heresy,  but  such  was  his  view  of  the  consUtution. 

Mr.  A.  concladed  by  expressing  the  wish  that  his  dis- 
sent to  the  principle  of  making  the  present  an  extra  ses- 
sion merely,  be  entered  upon  the  journal.  Tliis,  he  said, 
had  been  the  main  object  he  had  in  view,  in  making  the 
remarks  he  had  done  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PATTON  could  not  vote  for  the  last  amendment, 
for  it  was  entirely  too  early  to  fix  the  adjournment  of  the 
general  session ;  especially  as  they  had  lost  alt  the  time  of 
the  present  session  in  the  general  public  and  private  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  by  the  adoption  of  the  order  to  take  up 
and  consider  nothing  but  what  was  contained  in,  or  recom- 
mended by,  the  President's  message.  He  contended,  how- 
ever, that  the  time  proposed  in  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  was  too  short  for  the  deliberation  of  a 
measure  of  such  importance  as  the  one  adverted  to.  The 
Senate,  consisting  of  only  fif\y  members,  had  been  discuss- 
ing this  very  bill,  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  for  about  three 
weeks,  while  a  single  fortnight  only  was  to  be  allowed  for 
the  discussion,  not  only  of  that  measure,  but  of  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  the  Mississippi  elec- 
tion, the  State  bank  project,  and  all,  in  a  body  of  nearly 
two  hundred  members,  consisting  of  the  direct  representa- 
tives from  the  people. 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  agreed  with  his  colleague  [Mr. 
PicKUNs]  as  to  the  importance  of  the  change  of  policy  pro- 
posed. A  change  from  a  paper  system  to  a  hard  money 
system,  so  fatal  and  disastrous  to  the  country,  be  would 
not  suffer  to  be  made  without  some  deliberation.  He  wish- 
ed to  go  home  and  consult  with  his  constituents  up(Ai  this 
subject.  We  were  now  in  a  state  of  separation  from  the 
banks ;  and,  therefore,  as  we  were  now  in  the  full  fruition 
of  its  advantages,  he  did  not  see  that  any  thing  was  to  be 
lost  by  the  postponement  of  the  divorce  bill  till  the  next 
session.  All  that  sustained  the  little  confidence  that  still 
lingered  in  the  country  was  the  hope  that  something  would 
])e  done  for  its  relief.  His  colleague  need  not,  therefore, 
be  afraid  that  the  banks  would  resume  during  the  recess. 
He  feared  there  was  little  hope  of  it. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  not 
seconded  by  a  majority  of  the  House:  Yeas  T2,  nays  108. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  sii  spend  the  rules  so  as 
to  take  the  question  on  each  amendment  successively. 

The  SPEAKER  declared  such  a  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  WISE  did  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
administration  to  take  up  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  at  all. 
He  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  begged  he  would  answer  liim  candidly  and 
fairly,  if  such  was  their  intention,  whether  the  day  of  ad- 
journment was  fixed  at  the  9th  or  the  1 6th  instant  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  answer  the  gentleman. 
He  could  assure  him  that  he  would  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  call  up  what  the  gentleman  was  disposed  to 
call  the  sub-Treasury  bill;  and,  so  iar  from  fearing  to 
meet  that  question,  I  apprehend  (said  Mr.  C.)  that  gen- 
tlemen will  find  no  flinching  here  upon  that  subject ;  and 
we  will  see  whether  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
according  to  a  celebrated  letter,  will  <<toe  the  mark."  Let 
us  see  what  the  gentleman  will  do;  Let  us  have  no  non- 
committalism. 

In  conclusion,  he  assured  the  gentleman,  that  whether 
th^  sat  there  for  one  week  or  two  weeks,  or  even  for  six 
months,  he  should  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing 
that  measure  forward,  after  having  disposed  of  the  different 
measures  of  relief  proposed  for  the  country. 

Mr.  WISE.  Just  the  answer  I  expected,  Mr.  Speaker. 
I  feel  now,  more  than  ever,  assnred  that  the  *•  opportunity" 


thus  defined  by  the  chairman  will  not  very  soon  occur. 
The  idea  of  a  metallic  currency,  as  a  measure  to  be  carried 
out,  was  farthest  from  the  thoughts  of  the  administration 
party  in  that  House.  He  concurred  with  Mr.  Adams, 
that,  if  this  were  so,  Congress  had  better  adjourn  at  once. 
The  administration  can  adjourn  us  just  when  they  please, 
and  will  do  so.  For  himself,  he  said  he  came  there  to  admin- 
ister relief  to  the  people ;  and,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  was  ready  to  remain  there  not  only  Ull  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next,  but  for  twelve  months,  if  ne- 
cessary. He  said  that  every  movement  made  there  convinced 
him  that  the  administration  had  no  intention  of  carrying 
out  that  plan.  He  hoped  that  the  opposition,  conservative 
and  all,  would  unite  in  remaining  there  until  it  was  fairly 
demonstrated  that  it  was  the  friends  of  the  administration 
who  adjourned  without  giving  relief  to  the  country. 

Many  measures,  as  had  truly  been  said,  were  here 
for  our  discussion  and  settlement,  (continued  Mr.  Wisx ;) 
among  them  was  the  plan  of  some  of  a  national  bank ;  an- 
other, that  of  the  conservatives,  of  continuing  the  Stata 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  money  ;  and  a  third,  that 
of  the  sub-Treasury  system — a  system  which  was  the  very 
embodiment  of  that  recommended  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage, and  which  recommendation  every  one  could  now  see 
was  insincere.  His  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pic  KENS,]  who  had  come  so  warmly  into  the  support,  in 
advance,  of  this  notable  scheme,  will  discover  his  mistake  . 
ere  long,  and  will  find  himself  left  in  the  lurch  by  the  pre- 
tended advocates  of  his  favorite  measure  of  divorce.  He  will 
be  left  in  tlie  lurch. 

Mr.  W,  here  adverted  to  the  change  in  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  which  had  recently 
been  brought  about.  A  large  majority  in  the  Senate,  and 
a  majority  of  two  in  the  House,  the  latter  not  even  origina- 
ting its  own  revenue  bills,  while  tliese  bills,  in  both  branchea, 
are  precisely  the  same,  prepared,  iotidem  verbis,  exactly 
like  each  other,  and  sent  on  their  way  through  the  two 
Houses^arz  passu  / 

Mr.  CfAMBRELENG  here  remarked  that  the  bills  pre- 
sented several  points  of  difference. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that,  in  effect,  they  were  precisely 
identical,  and  that  such  changes  as  had  been  made  in  them 
originated  with  the  Senate. 

Six  or  seven  important  bills  were  on  the  calendar  to  be 
acted  on.  None  of  these  were  to  be  taken  up  before  the 
sub-Treasury  bill,  it  appeared  by  the  order  in  which  they 
stood  there.  Mr.  Wis  a  said  he  understood  the  game  to  he 
played.  The  deposite  banks  are  to  be  put  in  the  power 
of  the  Government.  The  bills  were  ingeniously  prepared ; 
the  order  in  which  they  were  arranged  was  also  politic,  and 
such  as  was  obviously  designed  to  secure  the  pa&sage  of 
each,  and  the  entire  omission  or  defeat  of  the  sub-Treasury 
bill.  Then,  what  is  to  be  hereafter  said  to  the  country  in 
excuse  for  doing  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  people — the 
grand  object  of  assembling  here  at  this  time  ?  Why,  <<  the 
House  refused  to  pass  the  great  measure  of  the  session — 
the  system  of  divorcing  banks  from  State,  and  hence  the 
failure  to  produce  relief."  Again  would  he  say  to  hia 
friends  who  had  committed  themselves  in  favor  of  this  pro- 
ject, that  they  had  better  taken  bond  and  security  of  the 
.  projectors  to  carry  it  o,ut,  before  they  gave  in  their  adhe- 
sion to  its  support.  The  President  had  made,  what  had 
been  claimed  for  him — a  bold  committal,  but  it  was  without 
the  slighest  idea  that  the  measure  he  recommended  would 
ever  be  adopted,  even  by  his  own  friends.  He  was  glad 
that  the  President  had  doiie  this,  and  that,  like  Samson  of 
old,  he  had  become  shorn  of  his  strength  by.  this  the  first 
act  of  committal  in  all  his  life.  His  administration  had  ac- 
tually died  before  it  had  fiiirly  commenced. 

Mr.  WisK  hoped  the  House  would  vote  to  stay  where 
they  were,  and  hold  the  administration  to  their  own  plans^ 
and  see  whether  this  proposition  be  not  a  gull — a  snare*— a 
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Adjournment  of  Congress, 


[H.  OF  R. 


Crap.  He  hoped  thai  all  true  con«ervativefl,  and  all  in  op- 
poaition,  will  not  consent  to  adjourn  till  all  that  has  been 
proposed  by  the  adminiatration  to  be  done  has  had  a  fair 
chance  of  being  tried.  Lot  us  act,  and  lot  us  talk,  too. 
Enough  has  not  been  said  in  elucidation  of  the  true  position 
of  our  afiairs.  We  have  yet  to  travel  a  long  road  before 
adjoTirnment  should  be  thought  of. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  contended  that  the  bills  proposed  to 
be  passed  at  this  session  did  propose  to  ^fibrd  substantial 
relief  to  the.  country.  He  alluded  to  tlie  syroj|)toins  now 
becoming  more  and  more  apparent,  of  growing  prosperity 
in  the  country,  and  to  the  measures  now  before  Congress 
lor  the  amelioration  of  public  afSiirs.  In  doing  this,  he  made 
•ome  allosioQ  to  the  vote  of  Mr.  Wise,  in  1834,  in  favor  of 
introdudng  a  bill  establishing  substantially  the  same  sub- 
TreaaoTy  system  which  he  now  deprecates. 

Mr.  WISE  explained.  He  had  voted  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  bill  in  question,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and 
comity  towards  a  friend  and  colleague,  who  invoked  his  aid 
to  bring  the  measure  before  the  House,  with  the  perfect  un- 
derstanding that  he  [Mr.  Wisk]  would  vote  against  it.  He 
had  always  been,  as  now,  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  resumed,  and  declared  that  he  waa 
satisfied  with  the  explanation.  He  then  expressed  himself 
in  favor  of  the  12th  as  the  time  of  adjournment;  and  if 
that  did  not  prevail,  he  should  prefer  adjourning  on  the 
9th.  He  hoped,  however,  the  motion  to  postpone  would 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMER  said  tfiat,  from  indications  which  had  been 
already  afforded  by  the  action  of  the  House,  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  large  majority  of  the  House  had  deter- 
mined to  adjourn  some  time  before  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next ;  but  the  question  was,  how  long  before  that 
day?  If  it  had  taken  the  House  four  weeka  to  pass  one  bill, 
how  long  would  it  require  to  pass  some  half  dozen  which 
had  been  reported  1  This  seemed  like  a  plain  sum  in  the  rule 
of  three ;  but  he  hoped  the  issue  would  not  so  turn  out.  He 
then  went  on  to  argue  that,  as  the  minds  of  the  House  were 
mmde  up  on  nearly  if  not  all  of  these  bills,  it  would  not  lake 
long-  to  pass  upon  them ;  and  this  might  as  well  be  done  by 
the  9lh  as  by  the  16th  of  the  month.  Two  weeks  certainly 
afCbrded  ample  time.  As  soon  as  a  day  waa  fixed,  discussion 
would  be  restrained.  | 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  BKIGGS,  who  called  him  to 
order,  as  wandering  from  the  point. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Pattos's  motion  to  post- 
pone the  subject,  and  it  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  rccuning  on  striking  out  the  9th  and 
inserting  the  16th  instant, 

Mr.  F.  O.  J.  SMITH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  by  the  House ;  and,  being  taken,  stood 
as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Hemao  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrewa,  Atherton,  Beatty,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bird- 
sail,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
bell, W.  B.  Carter,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cush- 
man,  DeGrafT,  Bromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ewing, 
Farringlon,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  James  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hamer, 
Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hoflfman,  Hol- 
sey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Thooiafi  B.  Jackson,  Jabcz  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
Coiit  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Aiphaxed  Loomis,  James  M. 
Mason,  Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  McClore, 
McKim,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens, 
Pahner,  Parker,  Parraenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Penny  backer, 
PeUikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Slade*  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland,  Tou- 


cey,  Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S.  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Wise— 115. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Beirne, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Childs,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davie?,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett,  Faitfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Haky, 
Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Lincoln,  .Logan,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Marvin,  S. 
Mason,  Martin,  May,  Maxwell,  A.  McClellan,  McKennan, 
Milligan,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Nay- 
lor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Plumer, 
Potter,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, Roily,  Rencber,  Richard- 
son, Rumsey,  Russell,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Towns,  Underwood, 
VanJervecr,  Wagener,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yell,  Yorke— 103. 

And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  lo  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  till  the  first  Monday  in  April  neit, 
and  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays,  but  the  Hopse  refused  to 
order  them,  and  rejected  the  motion  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SHERROD  WILLIAMS,  wishing,  as  be  said,  to 
see  who  would  take  the  responsibility  of  voting  to  go  home 
without  doing  any  thing  to  relieve  the  country,  aaked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolution  as  amended.  They  were 
ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton, Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cam- 
breleng, J.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  CoIe<i,  Con- 
nor, Corwin, Craig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,' 
James  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ing- 
ham, T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A. Loomis,  A.  W.  Loomis, 
Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClel- 
lan, A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  McKennan,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Relly,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Spencer,  Stew- 
art, Stratton,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney, Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  A.  S.  White, 
J.White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  WilUamB—lSS. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Alien,  J.  W.  AUcn^  Bell, 
Bond,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W. 

B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Oanston,  Crockett,  Elmore,. 
Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  FUUnore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
Graves,  Grifiin,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Soutligate, 
SUnly,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Underwood,  Wobater,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 

C.  H.  Williams,  Yell,  Yorke— 6.5. 
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So  the  Hoase  adopted  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
with  an  amendment,  fixing  the  16th  of  October  as  the  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress ; 
and  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence  with 
the  House  in  the  amendment.  [The  Senate  concurred  ac- 
cordingly.] 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  report  of  the  Com- 
roittee  of  Elections,  which  was  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Congress,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Maurt  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,''  and  insert,  "that 
Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  not  being 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  twenty-fifth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  on  this  floor  as  such." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  House  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  lucid  argument  of  my  col- 
league on  the  Committee  of  Elections,  [Mr.  Pxitrtbaok- 
SB,]  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  views  of  my  other  colleague 
on  the  committee,  [Mr.  BnoirsoF,]  I  certainly  should 
have  considered  it  wholly  unnecessary  for  mo  to  advance  a 
single  word  in  support  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  had 
it  not  boen  for  some  objections  and  arguments  advanced  by 
gentlemen  opposed  to  the  report,  which  have  not  been  an- 
swered as  fully  as,  in  my  opinion,  they  might  be.  The 
objections  made  to  the  credentials  of  the  members  elect, 
seems  now  to  be  waved  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Maubt  ;]  but  as  the  objection  was  made,  and  the 
foundation  of  it  stated  to  the  House,  I  may  be  indulged  in 
stating,  my  reasons  why  it  should  not  prevail.  It  was 
stated,  and  truly  stated,  that  the  act  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  required  th«  Governor  to  deliver  to  the  persons 
elected,  proper  credentials  under  his  hand  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  State.  This  requisition  the  Governor  has  not 
strictly  complied  with ;  the  credentials  produced  are  under 
the  great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  the  secretary.  Now 
the  question  arises,  if  the  Governor  neglects  or  refuses  to 
perform  his  duty,  by  non-compliance  with  the  law,  is  that  to 
prevent  the  gentlemen  from  taking  their  seats !  Will  they 
not  be  entitled  to  their  seats  on  production  of  other  suffi- 
cient testimony  to  show  they  were  duly  elected  ?  Un- 
questionably they  would.  Is  it  not  the  common  practice 
for  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  look  beyond  the  creden- 
tials produced,  and  inquire  into  the  regularity  of  the  elec- 
tion in  all  its  parts.  If  they  had  the  certificate  exactly  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  Mississippi,  it  would  only  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  their  right  to  seats  in  the  House ; 
it  would  not  be  conclusive,  neither  is  a  want  of  it  conclu- 
sive against  them.  The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  stand 
on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect  as  all  other  members ; 
they  appear  and  take  their  seats,  and  it  is  presumed  they 
have  sufficient  credentials,  unless  their  right  is  by  some 
person  contested.  This  is  the  course  pursued  towards 
eyery  member  of  the  House.  No  person  has  attempted  to 
contest  the  sufficiency  of  the  credentials  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Mississippi.  They  were  not  contested  in  committee, 
and  ought  not  to  be  now.  But  supposing  the  House 
choses  to  go  voluntarily  into  that  matter,  it  appears  to  me 
the  objection  to  the  credentials  must  fail ;  the  certificate,  to 
be  sure,  is  not  signed  by  the  Governor,  but  it  is  under  the 
great  seal  of  fi^tate,  and  signed  by  the  Secretary,  and  as 
this  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  ministerial  act,  it  may  be 
performed  by  the  Secretary,  by  command  of  the  Governor. 
But  supposing  the  certificate  bad,  in  this  respect,  because 
it  is  not  actually  signed  by  the  Governor,  yet  it  may  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence,  not  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  but  as 
the  act  of  a  high  and  responsible  ofiSccr  to  whom  the  re- 


turns of  election  are  entrusted,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  pre- 
serve them.  From  what  source  could  more  satisfactory  tes- 
timony be  received  1  It  must  be  conclusive  as  to  the  result 
of  the  election,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

The  great  argument  which  is  advanced  and  strongly  re- 
lied on  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  is,  that  many  of  the  States,  by  law,  hold  their 
elections  for  members  of  Congress  subsequent  to  the  3d  of 
March,  at  which  time  the  term  of  ofllce  of  their  predecessors 
expired ;  and,  consequently,  if  this  makes  such  a  vacancy 
as,  by  the  constitution,  was  intended  to  be  filled  by  author- 
ity of  the  Governor,  as  the  words  of  the  constitution  ara 
imperative,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  wait  for  the  operation  of 
the  general  election  laws  for  filling  the  vacancy,  but  must 
proceed  at  once  after  the  3d  of  March  to  issue  his  writs  of 
election.  Thus  would  the  Governor  be  bound,  by  the 
constitution,  the  paramount  law,  to  nullify  the  election  . 
laws  of  his  State  In  those  cases.  Hence  gentlemen  argue 
that  this  is  not  the  kind  of  vacancy  intended  by  the  con- 
stitution to  be  filled  by  a  special  election  held  under  the 
authority  of  the  Governor.  This  argument  is  more  spe- 
cious than  solid.  In  order  to^give  it  any  weight,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  there  was  some  real  necessity  for  holding  the 
elections  at  so  late  a  period  as  to  permit  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  to  exist.  If  gentlemen  can  satisfy  me  that  there  ia 
any  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
renders  it  neojessary  that  a  vacancy  of  this  kind  should 
happen,  then  1  would  admit  the  argument  to  have  great 
weight ;  but  so  far  from  any  provision  of  that  kind  being 
found  in  the  constitution,  according  to  my  view  of  it,  the 
very  reverse  is  intended ;  I  have  no  doubt  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  that  institution  was,  that  no  vacancy  of  the 
kind  now  under  discussion  should  ever  exist.  This  view 
of  the  subject  is  fortified  by  the  practice  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  States.  I  take  it,  then,  the  argument  is  unsound 
which  would  draw  the  conclusion  of  unconstitutionality  in 
the  Mississippi  election,  from  acts  which  (if  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  constitution  themselves)  are  by  no  means  au- 
thorized, or  by  it  rendered  necessary  for  any  legal  purpose 
whatever. 

The  only  questions  presented  to  the  committee  were  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  Governor's  writ,  and  whether  or  not 
a  Tacancy  had  happened,  within  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  authorize  the'holding  of  a'  special  election  to 
fill  it.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  cannot  believe  any  dif- 
ficulty exists  in  any  quarter.  That  part  of  the  writ  which 
would  seem  to  restrict  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  to  be 
elected  to  the  extra  session,  was  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Governor,  and,  the  writ  being  perfect  without  it,  the  elec- 
tion is  good  for  the  whole  constitutional  term  of  the  25th 
Congress.  Such  seems  to  be  the  understanding  of  every 
member  who  has  spoken  on  the  subject,  and  of  coui:se  it 
requires  no  remarks  of  mine.  The  only  question  then  is, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  happen,'*  as  expressed 
in  the  constitution  1  Had  a  vacancy  in  the  representation 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  happened  ?  The  word  "  hap- 
pen" is  a  generic  term,  one  species  of  which,  to  be  sure, 
means  diance ;  but  is  that  its  only  meaning  1  Certainly 
not ;  it  embraces  in  its  meaning  any  thing  which  occurs  or 
comes  to  pass.  The  word,  then,  is  broad  enough  to  em  • 
brace  the  case  in  question.  A  vacancy  in  the  representation 
existed,  brought  about  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  the  members  in  the  preceding  Congress  were  elect- 
ed. The  same  evil,  a  want  of  representation  of  tlie  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  would  exist  in  this 
case  as  well  as  in  that  produced  by  death  or  resignation. 
Why,  then,  not  apply  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution ?  One  gentleman  contends  the  Governor  ought  to 
have  convened  the  Legislature  and  let  them  provide  the 
remedy  by  a  special  act ;  but,  independent  of  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  such  a  proceeding,  it  is  evident  that,  in  many 
cases,  it  would  not  or  could  not  afford  an  adequate  remedy. 
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Under  dieonwtaiices  which  may  frequently  exist,  the  notice 
for  convening  Congress  may  necessarily  be  so  short  as  to 
preclude  all  poeubility  of  electing  members  under  a  special 
act  to  be  paned  by  a  Legislatare  not  in  seasion ;  indeed,  I 
doubt  Tery  much  whether  there  was  time  in  this  case. 
AfUr  the  President's  proclamation  reached  Mississippi,  and 
the  Gotemor  gave  reasonable  notice  for  convening  the 
Legislatnre,  I  think  there  would  have  been  no  time  left  to 
aidvertiso  an  election  as  required  by  the  law  of  Mississippi. 
Besides,  you  must  take  into  the  account  the  time  necessarily 
spent  in  ttavellittg  2,000  miles,  the  distance  from  that 
State  'to  the  seat  of  Government.  Certain  I  am,  there 
would  not  have  been  time  enough,  if  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  should  be  as  tedious  in  its  operations  ss  we  are. 
Every  reason  seems  to  concur  in  favor  of  the  validity  of 
the  elec^n  as  it  has  been  held  under  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi. 

The  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  report  seem  to  me  as  un- 
fortunate on  the  score  of  precedent  as  that  of  reason ;  two 
cases  have  been  cited,  Kinsey  Johns  of  Delaware,  and 
Mr.  Lanman  of  Connecticut,  and  those  cases  turned  on 
principles  entirely  difierent  from  that  before  the  House ; 
both  of  them  happened  in  thft  Senate.  The  case  from 
Delawaiewas  an  appointment  by  the  Govemer  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  where  a  session  of  the  Legislature  had  intervened 
before  the  appointment  was  made.  The  case  from  Con- 
necticut was  an  appointment  made  in  February,  to  fill  a 
vacancy  which  would  not  happen  until  the  4th  of  March, 
thns  making  the  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  before  the 
vacancy  had  happened.  The  bare  sutement  of  these  cases 
shows  at  onoe  they  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  case  before 
the  Hooae ;  they  do  not  apply.  So  far  from  precedents  being 
in  favor  of  the  position  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
report,  they  are  the  other  way,  so  far  as  they  can  have  any 
application,  and  in  fovor  of  the  ground  taken  in  the  report. 
&k>  sensible  was  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr  RoaanT- 
Bosl  of  this  foct,  that  he  had  to  resort  to  the  observation, 
thai  in  esses  of  contested  elections,  precedents  should  have 
bol  Jittle  weight  *,  and  in  this  I  agree  with  him.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, I  have  cfaos  given  the  views  which  operated  on  my 
mind,  and  nothing  that  I  have  yet  heard  can  bring  me  to 
entertain  a  single  doubt  with  respect  to  the  correctness  of 
the  resolution  attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  arrived,  the  House 
look  the  uaual  recess  until  four  o'clock. 

Ersiriire  Skssiox. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  de- 
claring Messrs  Gbolson  and  Claiborne  entitled  to  their 
seats  for  the  25th  Congress,  and  the  immediately  pending 
one  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mauet,  declaring 
those  gentlemen  not  duly  elected**- 

Mr.  LEGARE,  who  wss  entitled  to  the  floor,  began  by 
•eying  that  he  regretted  very  much  tliat,  owing  to  various 
avc cations,  and  to  incessent  and  fatiguing  attendance  in 
that  hall,  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  look  as  fully  in- 
to the  subject,  especially  with  a  view  to  precedent  and 
authority,  as  he  should  otherwise  have  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  do.  He  had,  however,  thought  much  of  it, 
sad  would  now  submit  the  result  of  his  reflections  to  the 
candid  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  case,  he  said,  presented  two  questions:  first, 
whether  there  had  occurred,  in  the  representalion  of  the 
Sute  of  Mississippi,  such  a  vacancy  as  its  Executive  au- 
thority was  required  by  the  constitution  oi  the  United 
States  to  order  an  election  to  fill ;  and,  secondly,  supposing 
that  question  decided  in  the  affirmative,  then,  whether  the 
limitation  (to  the  extra  session)  attempted  to  be  imposed 
by  that  functionary  upon  the  tenure  by  which  the  mem- 


ben  elected  were  to  hold  their  seats,  was  of  any  legal  effi^t. 
The  former  of  these  two  questions,  he  added,  was  by  far 
the  more  diflicult,  and,  indeed,  the  only  difficult  one ;  for  he 
took  it  to  be  too  clear  for  controversy,  that  if  those  gentle- 
men were  entitled  to  sit  there  a  single  moment,  they  did 
and  must  hold  their  seats  for  the  whole  Congressional 
term,  by  an  authority  paramount  not  only  to  that  of  the 
Executive,  but  to  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  the 
Sute. 

And  in  the  outset,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  assume  (for 
he  understood  it  to  be  so  conceded  on  all  hands)  that  this 
election— supposing  the  Governor  to  have  had  the  consti- 
tutional authority  to  order  it — had  been  in  every  particular 
precisely  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
in  relation  to  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  House ;  that 
the  writ  had  issued  in  due  season  ;  that  it  had  been  care- 
fully published  and  proclaimed  in  every  part  of  the  State  ; 
that  the  polls  were  held  by  the  persons,  at  the  places,  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  statute ;  that  every  man  enti- 
tled to  vote  knew,  or  may  be  fairly,  and  must  be  legally,  pre- 
sumed to  have  known,  that  he  was  called  to  choose  those 
who  were  to  represent  him  here,  and  when  it  was  and  why 
it  was,  he  was  called  to  do  so ;  that  the  attention  of  the 
whole  people  being  thus  awakened  to  the  high  and  im- 
portant matter  they  were  summoned  to  pass  upon,  they 
did  in  fact  come  forth  in  very  great  strength,  and  gave  to  the 
sitting  members  a  clear  majority  of  several  thousand  votes 
over  their  competitors ;  that  this  result  bad  been  acquiesced 
in  by  all  parties  there,  no  protest  having  been  made^  nor 
so  much  as  a  whisper  of  dissatisfaction  having  reached  the 
Chair ;  and,  finally,  that  it  was  only  at  the  request  of  the 
gentlemen  themselves,  who  had  been  thus  authorized  to  de- 
mand for  the  people  of  Mississippi  a  yoice  in  the  public 
councils  at  that  interesting  juncture,  that  a  formal  Inquiry 
into  the  right  of  that  people  to  participate  in  the  legislation 
by  which  they  were  to  be  bound,  had  been  instituted  at  all. 
And  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  question  was  whether  an  elec- 
tion thus  ordered,  thns  conducted,  thus  concluded— an 
election  unexceptionable  in  every  detail,  complete  in  all  its 
parts^  decisive  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  in  its  results — 
an  election  expressing  the  sense  of  the  voters  of  two  Con- 
gressional districts,  in  the  most  authentic  and  the  most  un- 
questionable manner— without  which,  it  is  admitted,  they 
would  have  been  without  a  representative  here  on  one  of 
the  most  momentous  occasions — to  ikem,  as  appeared  from 
the  last  week's  debate,  most  especially  so — that  had  ever  oc- 
curred in  the  political  history  of  the  country  ;  whether  such 
an  election,  he  said,  should  be  treated  as  a  mere  nullity,  and 
the  members  returned  under  it  be  sent  back  to  their  con- 
stituents, then  the  certain  consequence  must  be  that  those 
districts  would  be,  for  a  time,  utterly  disfranchised ;  the 
voice  of  a  State  (and  if  of  one,  why  not  of  twenty  1)  stifled, 
while  her  interests  were  disposed  of  by  others,  the  integri- 
ty of  the  Legislature  violated  by  the  absence  of  one  of  its 
essential  parts,  a  quasi  interregnum  created  in  the  Gov- 
ernment itself — anu  why  1  Because,  forsooth,  a  vacancy 
in  the  whole  representalion  of  a  State,  when  it  is  called 
for  here,  is  no  vacancy  at  all ! — or  Iwcause  the  same  high 
functionary,  who  is  expressly  charged  by  the  constitution 
with  seeing  that  every  casual  vacancy,  in  the  most  ordi- 
nary times,  should  be  immediately  filled  up  by  the  con- 
stituency interested  in  it,  did,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a 
total  failure  of  all  representation  at  a  most  extraordinary 
juncture,  call  the  electors  of  a  State  together,  (fur  that  U 
the  whole  extent  of  this  mighty  usurpation,)  to  discharge 
the  most  solemn  and  most  indispensable  of  all  their  duties 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exer- 
cise their  most  undoubted,  essential,  and  inalienable  rights 
as  a  free  people,  according  to  the  very  letter  of  tiie  statute 
in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

He  said  that,  thus  stated  in  the  abstract,  the  proposition 
wore  to  him  the  air  of  a  paradox.     Every  body  must  per- 
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So  the  House  adoptol  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
with  an  amendment,  fixing  the  16th  of  Octoher  8«  the  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress ; 
and  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence  with 
the  House  in  the  amendment  [The  Senate  concurred  ac- 
cordingly. ] 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bniineas  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  report  of  the  Com> 
mitlee  of  Elections,  which  was  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved^  Thti  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  twenty-fiAh 
Congress,  and  as  such  ore  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

The  question  pending  waathe  motion  of  Mr.  Macrt  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  ''resolved,"  and  insert,  "that 
Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  not  being 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  twenty-fifth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  on  this  fioor  as  such." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  lucid  argument  of  my  col- 
league on  the  Committee  of  Elections,  [Mr.  Pxnhtbaqk- 
SB,]  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  views  of  my  other  colleague 
on  the  committee,  [Mr.  Brokbok,]  I  certainly  should 
have  considered  it  wholly  unneooMary  for  me  to  advance  a 
single  word  in  support  of  (he  report  of  the  committee,  bad 
it  not  boen  for  some  objections  and  arguments  advanced  by 
gentlemen  opposed  to  the  report,  which  have  not  been  an- 
swered as  fully  as,  in  my  opinion,  they  might  be.  The 
objections  made  to  the  credentials  of  the  members  elijct, 
seems  now  to  be  waved  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Maubt  ;]  but  as  the  objection  was  made,  and  the 
foundation  of  it  stated  to  the  House,  I  may  be  indulged  in 
stating,  my  reasons  why  it  should  not  prevail.  It  was 
stated,  and  truly  stated,  thmt  the  act  of  the  Mitsi^eippi 
Legislature  required  the  Oovemor  to  deliver  to  the  persons 
elected,  proper  credentials  under  hie  hand  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  Sute.  This  requisition  the  Govenior  has  not 
strictly  complied  with ;  the  credentials  produced  are  under 
the  great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  the  secretary.  Now 
the  question  arises,  if  the  Governor  neglects  or  refuses  to 
perform  his  duty,  by  non-compliance  wiUi  the  law,  is  that  to 
prevent  the  gentlemen  from  taking  their  seats  t  Will  they 
not  be  entitled  to  their  seats  on  production  of  other  sufll- 
cient  testimony  to  show  they  were  duly  elected  ?  Un- 
questionably they  would.  Is  it  not  the  common  practice 
for  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  look  beyond  the  creden- 
tials produced,  and  inquire  into  the  regularity  of  the  elec- 
tion in  all  its  parts.  If  they  had  the  certificate  exactly  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  Mississippi,  it  would  only  be 
prima  fade  evidence  of  their  right  to  seats  in  the  House ; 
it  wooid  not  be  conclusive,  neither  is  a  want  of  it  conclu- 
sive against  them.  The  gentlemen  from  Miasissippi  stand 
on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect  as  all  other  members ; 
they  appear  and  take  their  seata,  and  it  is  presumed  they 
have  sufiScient  credentials,  unless  their  right  is  by  some 
person  contested.  This  is  the  course  pursued  towards 
erery  member  of  the  House.  No  person  has  attempted  to 
contest  the  sufificiency  of  the  credentials  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Mississippi  They  were  not  contested  in  commitiee, 
and  ought  not  to  be  now.  But  supposing  the  House 
chosas  to  go  voluntarily  into  that  matter,  it  appears  to  me 
the  objection  to  the  credentials  must  fail ;  the  certificate,  to 
be  sure,  is  not  signed  by  the  Governor,  but  it  is  under  the 
great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  the  Secretary,  and  as 
diis  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  ministerial  act,  it  may  bo 
performed  by  the  Secretary,  by  command  of  the  Governor. 
But  supposing  the  certificate  bad,  in  this  respect,  because 
it  is  not  actually  signed  by  the  Governor,  yet  it  may  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence,  not  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  but  as 
the  act  of  a  high  and  responsible  officer  to  whom  the  re- 


turns of  election  are  entrusted,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  pre- 
serve them.  From  what  source  could  more  aatufactoiy  tes- 
timony be  received  1  It  must  be  conclusive  as  to  the  result 
of  the  election,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

The  great  argument  which  is  advanced  and  strongly  re- 
lied on  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the 
commitiee  is,  that  many  of  the  States,  by  law,  hold  their 
elections  for  members  of  Congress  subsequent  to  the  3d  of 
March,  at  which  time  the  term  of  office  of  their  predecessors 
expired ;  and,  consequently,  if  this  makes  such  a  vacancy 
as,  by  the  constitution,  was  intended  to  be  filled  by  author- 
ity of  the  Governor,  at  the  words  of  the  constitution  are 
imperative,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  wait  for  the  operation  of 
the  general  election  laws  for  filling  the  vacancy,  hot  most 
proceed  at  once  after  the  8d  of  March  to  issue  his  writs  of 
election.  Thus  would  the  Governor  be  bound,  by  the 
constitution,  the  paramount  law,  to  nullify  the  election 
laws  of  his  State  in  those  cases.  Hence  gentlemen  argue 
that  this  is  not  the  kind  of  vacancy  intended  by  the  con- 
stitution to  be  filled  by  a  special  election  held  under  the 
authority  of  the  Governor.  This  argument  is  more  spe- 
cious than  solid.  In  order  to'give  it  any  weight,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  there  was  some  real  necessity  for  holding  the 
elections  at  so  late  a  period  as  to  permit  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  to  exist.  If  gentlemen  can  satisfy  me  that  there  is 
any  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
renders  it  neoessary  that  a  vacancy  of  this  kind  should 
happen,  then  I  would  admit  the  argument  to  have  great 
weight ;  but  so  far  from  any  provision  of  that  kind  being 
found  in  the  constitution,  according  to  my  view  of  it,  the 
very  reverse  is  intended ;  I  have  no  doubt  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  that  institution  was,  that  no  vacancy  of  the 
kind  now  under  discussion  should  ever  exist.  This  view 
of  the  subject  is  fortified  by  the  practice  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  States.  I  take  it,  then,  the  argument  is  unsound 
which  would  draw  the  conclusion  of  unconstitutionality  in 
the  Mississippi  election,  from  acts  which  (if  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  constitution  themselves)  are  by  no  means  au- 
thorized, or  by  it  rendered  necessary  for  any  legal  purpose 
whatever. 

The  only  questions  presented  to  the  committee  were  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  Governor's  writ,  and  whether  or  not 
a  vacancy  had  happened,  within  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  authorize  the* holding  of  a*  special  election  to 
fill  it.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  cannot  believe  any  dif- 
ficulty exisU  in  any  quarter.  That  part  of  the  writ  which 
would  seem  to  restrict  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  to  be 
elected  to  the  extra  session,  was  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Governor,  and,  the  writ  being  perfect  without  it,  the  elec- 
tion is  good  for  the  vvhole  constitutional  term  of  the  26lh 
Congress.  Such  seems  to  be  the  understanding  of  every 
member  who  has  spoken  on  the  subject,  and  of  course  it 
requires  no  remarks  of  mine.  The  only  question  then  is, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  <*  happen,'*  as  expressed 
in  the  constitution  ?  Had  a  vacancy  in  the  representation 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  happened  1  The  word  "hap- 
pen" is  a  generic  term,  one  species  of  which,  to  be  sure, 
means  chance ;  but  is  that  its  only  meaning?  Certainly 
not ;  it  embraces  in  its  meaning  any  thing  which  occurs  or 
comes  to  pass.  The  word,  then,  is  broad  enough  to  em- 
brace the  case  in  question.  A  vacancy  in  the  representation 
existed,  brought  about  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  the  members  in  the  preceding  Congress  were  elect- 
ed. The  same  evil,  a  want  of  representation  of  tlie  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  would  exist  in  this 
case  as  well  as  in  that  produced  by  death  or  resignation. 
Why,  then,  not  apply  the  remedy  prescribed  by  tlie  consti- 
tution ?  One  gentleman  contends  the  Governor  ought  to 
have  convened  the  Legislature  and  let  them  provide  the 
remedy  by  a  special  act ;  but,  independent  of  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  such  a  proceeding,  it  is  evident  that,  in  many 
case?,  it  would  not  or  could  not  aflford  an  adequate  remedy. 
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Uuder  ciiGanwtances  which  may  frequently  exist,  the  notice 
for  convening  Congress  may  necessarily  be  so  short  as  to 
preclade  all  possibility  of  electing  members  under  a  special 
act  to  be  passed  by  a  Legislatnre  not  in  session  ;  indeed,  I 
doubt  Ttry  much  whether  tbere  was  time  in  this  case. 
After  the  President's  proclamation  reached  Mississippi,  and 
the  Governor  gave  reasonable  notice  for  convening  the 
Legislature,  I  think  there  would  have  been  no  time  left  to 
advertiie  an  election  as  required  by  the  law  of  Afissiisippi. 
Besides,  you  must  take  into  the  account  the  time  necessarily 
spent  in  travelling  2,000  miles,  the  distance  from  that 
State  'to  the  seat  of  Government.  Certain  I  am,  there 
would  not  have  been  time  enough,  if  the  Legislsture  of 
that  State  should  be  ss  tedious  in  its  operations  as  we  are. 
Every  reason  seems  to  concur  in  favor  of  the  validity  of 
the  election  as  it  has  been  held  under  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi. 

The  gentlemen  opposed  to  (he  reporH  seem  to  me  ss  un- 
fortooate  on  the  score  of  precedent  as  that  of  reason ;  two 
cases  have  been  cited,  Kinsey  Johns  of  Delaware,  and 
Mr.  Lanman  of  Connecticut,  and  those  cases  turned  on 
principles  entirely  difierent  from  that  before  the  House ; 
both  of  them  happened  in  thib  Senate.  The  case  from 
Delaware  was  an  appointment  by  the  Governer  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  where  a  session  of  the  Legislature  had  intervened 
before  the  appointment  was  made.  The  case  from  Con- 
necticut was  an  appointment  made  in  February,  to  fill  a 
vacancy  which  would  not  happen  until  the  4th  of  March, 
thus  making  the  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  before  the 
vacancy  bad  happened.  The  bare  statement  of  these  cases 
shows  at  once  they  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  case  before 
the  House ;  they  do  not  apply.  So  far  from  precedents  being 
in  favor  of  the  position  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
report,  they  are  the  other  way,  so  far  as  they  can  have  any 
appUoition,  and  in  £ftvor  of  the  ground  taken  in  the  report. 
So  sensible  was  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr  Robbbt- 
sob]  of  this  fact,  that  he  had  to  resort  to  the  observation, 
that  In  cases  of  contested  elections,  precedents  should  have 
bat  /ittle  woght ;  and  in  this  I  agree  with  him.  Mr.  8peak« 
er,  I  have  thus  given  the  views  which  operated  on  my 
mind,  and  nothing  that  I  have  yet  heard  can  bring  me  to 
entertain  a  single  doubt  with  respect  to  the  correctness  of 
the  resolution  attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  arrived,  the  House 
took  the  usual  reeess  until  four  o'clock. 

EyxviKe  Sissiosr. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  de- 
claring Messrs  Gbolson  and  Claiborne  entitled  to  their 
seats  for  the  26th  Congress,  and  the  immediately  pending 
one  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Maubt,  declaring 
those  gentlemen  not  duly  elected — 

Mr.  LEGARE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  began  by 
saying  that  he  regretted  very  much  Uiat,  owing  to  various 
avc  cations,  and  to  incessent  and  fetiguing  attendance  in 
that  hall,  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  Took  as  fully  in- 
to the  subject,  especially  with  a  view  to  precedent  and 
authority,  as  he  should  otherwise  have  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  do.  He  had.  however,  thought  much  of  it, 
and  would  now  submit  the  result  of  his  reflections  to  the 
candid  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  case,  he  said,  presented  two  questions:  first, 
whether  there  had  occurred,  in  the  representation  o^  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  such  a  vacancy  as  iU  Executive  au- 
thority was  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  order  an  election  to  fill ;  and,  secondly,  supposing 
that  question  decided  in  the  affirmative,  then,  whether  the 
limitation  (to  the  extra  session)  attempted  to  be  imposed 
by  that  functionary  upon  the  Unurt  by  which  the  mem- 


ben  elected  were  to  bold  their  seats,  was  of  any  legal  effiKt. 
The  former  of  these  two  questions,  he  added,  was  by  far 
the  more  difiScult,  and,  indeed,  the  only  difikult  one ;  for  he 
took  it  to  be  too  clear  for  controversy,  that  if  those  gentle- 
men were  entitled  to  sit  there  a  single  moment,  they  did 
and  must  hold  their  seats  for  the  whole  Congressional 
term,  by  an  authority  paramount  not  only  to  that  of  the 
Executive,  but  to  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  the 
Sute. 

And  in  the  outset,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  assume  (for 
he  understood  it  to  be  so  conceded  on  all  hands)  that  this 
election— supposing  the  Governor  to  have  had  the  consti- 
tutional authority  to  order  it— had  been  in  every  particular 
precisely  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
in  relation  to  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  House ;  that 
the  writ  had  issued  in  due  season  ;  that  it  had  been  care- 
fully published  and  proclaimed  in  every  part  of  the  State  ; 
that  the  polls  were  held  by  the  persons,  at  the  places,  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  statute;  that  every  roan  enti- 
tled to  vote  knew,  or  may  be  fairly,  and  must  be  legally,  pre- 
sumed to  have  known,  that  he  was  called  to  choose  those 
who  were  to  represent  him  here,  and  when  it  was  and  why 
it  was,  he  was  called  to  do  so ;  that  the  attention  of  the 
whole  people  being  thus  awakened  to  the  high  and  im- 
portant matter  they  were  summoned  to  pass  upon,  they 
did  in  fact  come  forth  in  very  great  sti ength,  and  gave  to  the 
sitting  members  a  clear  majority  of  several  thousand  votes 
over  their  competitors ;  that  this  result  had  been  acquiesced 
in  by  all  parties  there,  no  protest  having  been  made,  nor 
so  much  as  a  whisper  of  dissatisfaction  having  reached  the 
Chair ;  and,  finally,  that  it  was  only  at  the  request  of  the 
gentlemen  themselves,  who  had  been  thus  authorized  to  de- 
mand for  the  people  of  Mississippi  a  voice  in  the  public 
councils  at  that  interesting  juncture,  that  a  formal  inquiry 
into  the  right  of  that  people  to  participate  in  the  legislation 
by  which  they  were  to  be  bound,  had  been  instituted  at  all. 
And  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  question  was  whether  an  elec- 
tion thus  ordered,  thus  conducted,  thus  concluded— an 
election  unexceptionable  in  every  detail,  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  decisive  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  in  its  results — 
an  election  expressing  the  sense  of  the  voters  of  two  Con- 
gressional districts,  in  the  most  authentic  and  the  most  un- 
questionable manner — without  which,  it  is  admitted,  they 
would  have  been  without  a  representative  here  on  one  of 
the  most  momentous  occasions — to  them,  as  appeared  from 
the  last  week's  debate,  most  especially  so — that  had  ever  oc- 
curred in  the  political  history  of  the  country  ;  whether  such 
an  election,  he  said,  should  be  treated  as  a  mere  nullity,  and 
the  members  returned  under  it  be  sent  back  to  their  con- 
stituents, then  the  certain  consequence  must  be  that  those 
districts  would  be,  for  a  time,  utterly  disfranchised ;  the 
voice  of  a  State  (and  if  of  one,  why  not  of  twenty  1)  stifled, 
while  her  interests  were  disposed  of  by  others,  the  integri- 
ty of  the  Legislature  violated  by  the  absence  of  one  of  its 
essential  parts,  a  qwm  interregnum  created  in  the  Gov- 
ernment itself — and  why  1  Because,  forsooth,  a  vacancy 
in  the  whole  representation  of  a  State,  when  it  is  called 
for  here,  is  no  vacancy  at  all ! — or  because  the  same  high 
functionary,  who  is  expressly  charged  by  the  constitution 
with  seeing  that  every  casual  vacancy,  in  the  most  ordi- 
nary times,  should  be  immediately  filled  up  by  the  con- 
stituency interested  in  it,  did,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a 
total  failure  of  all  representation  at  a  nio^t  extraordinary 
juncture,  call  the  electors  of  a  State  together,  (fur  that  U 
the  whole  extent  of  this  mighty  usurpation,)  to  discharge 
the  most  solemn  and  most  indispensable  of  all  their  duties 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  Sltites,  and  to  exer- 
cise their  most  undoubted,  essential,  and  inalienable  rights 
as  a  free  people,  according  to  the  very  letter  of  the  statute 
in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

He  said  that,  thus  stated  in  the  abstract,  the  proposition 
fvore  to  him  the  air  of  a  paradox.     Every  body  must  per- 
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ceivo  at  once  that  it  supposed  some  strange  defect  or 
irregularity  in  the  institntions  of  the  country,  of  which,  d 
priori,  he  would  be  most  unwilling  to  admit  the  existence. 
WhatCTer  the  rights  of  the  people  ^  Mississippi,  considered 
by  themselTCS-^whatever  good  faith  towards  their  co-States 
in  the  use  of  powers  conferred  upon  them  for  the  common 
good  of  the  Confederacy — ^whatever  the  peace,  order,  and 
safety  of  the  whole  couBtry—- whatever  substantial  justice, 
public  convenience,  a  practical  compliance,  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  with  the  laws  and  the  obligations  of  society,  could 
do  to  give  validity  and  sanctity  to  a  popular  election, 
was  to  be  found  in  that  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  Nothing  had  been,  nothing  could  be,  objected  to 
it  but  what  was  quite  formal— -mere  subtle  ties  of  the  Bum" 
mum  Jus.  He  did  not  mean  to  affirm  that  where  provis- 
ions of  the  constitution  or  the  laws,  however  arbitrary  or 
however  stern,  were  clear  and  imperative,  the  House  was 
at  liberty  to  depart  from  them,  even  to  prevent  great  public 
inconvenience.  But  he  did  insist  upon  it  that,  in  such  a 
question  as  this,  he  that  would  sacrifice  substance  to  form, 
the  end  to  the  means,  a  manifest  equity' to  strict  law,  must 
make  out  a  clear  case.  The  burden  of  proof  was  upon  him. 
Every  presumption  of  law  and  reason  was  against  the  idea 
that  any  people  had  voluntarily  ordained  an  anomaly  so 
Strang^,  a  defect  so  dangerous,  in  their  fundamental  laws. 
It  would  not  do  to  surmise  the  people  out  of  that  House. 
The  great  right  of  representation  and  the  sacred  duty  of 
maintaining  the  Government  of  the  Confederacy,  were  not 
to  be  superseded  by  distant  inference  and  loose  conjecture. 
He  called  upon  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  for  proof — for 
the  ocular  pro«>f— and  should  feel  himself  bound  to  give  to 
the  people  of  Mississippi  the  benefit  of  every  doubt  that 
might  arise  as  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  so  infinitely 
precious  to  themselves,  and  which,  fer  from  coming  into 
collision  with  the  rights  of  others,  was,  on  the  contrary, 
imperstivcly  demanded  by  the  very  obligations  implied  and 
imposed  by  these. 

That  the  rule  of  construction,  in  respect  of  this  funda- 
mental right  of  representation,  was  in  all  cases  to  aim  at 
giving  effect,  as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  higher 
principles,  to  a  fair  exercise  of  it,  appeals  to  the  experience 
of  every  one  at  all  versed  in  the  history  of  parliamentary 
bodies.  The  House,  as  the  judge,  in  the  last  resort,  of  its 
own  privilegrs  and  those  of  its  members,  habitually  deci- 
ded such  questions  in  reference  to  their  real  merits,  and  the 
substantial  justice  of  each  particular  case.  The  law  of 
Parliament  on  this  point  had  been  expressed  with  such  ad- 
mirable precision  and  elegance  by  a  gentleman  of  great 
professional  reputation,  lately  a  member  of  that  House, 
that  he  should  make  no  apology  for  substituting  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Binney,  in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  election, 
for  his  own. 

Extract  from  Mr.'Binney*i  speech. 

"  Whnt,  ihen,  ought  to  be  ihe  interprctaiion  applied  by  the  House 
U)  a  luw  of  Keniucky  prescribing  iha  manner  uf  holding  elecUous  for 
Rppresenlnii  ves  in  CongreBa?  Tlie  law  does  not  give  ihe  ripht  of  veiling; 
it  18  nut  intended  to  restrain  orahriilge  it;  iia  great  object  is  to  pro- 
mote and  secure  a  fair  and  free  exercise  of  it.  Gentlemen  who  argue. 
as  some  who  tiave  areued  on  this  floor,  that,  t)eing  a  conventional,  and 
not  a  natural  righi,  it  doPs  not  exist  unlt'as  it  is  exercised  in  the  pre- 
cise manner  in  all  r£8|)ects  as  the  Slate  law  prescriljes,  build  their  ar- 
gument upon  a  difltinciion  which  is  of  no  value,  and  confound  things 
wliich  are  essential  I  v  ditfereut.  Whether  the  right  of  sulTrase  be  na- 
tural or  conventional  is  «f  no  importance.  It  is  a  fimdamenial  riglit. 
Government  itself,  or  rather  a  particular  form  of  Government,  is  con- 
ventional ;  and  if  the  right  of  suiTnige  is  as  good  as  iho  Government, 
U  need  not  be  belter.  Being  a  fimdamonial  right,  secure<l  by  the  ctm- 
c.itniion  of  Kentucky,  it  ought  nol  to  t>e,  and  cannot  legitimately  t)e, 
coufjunded  wiih  iliose  provisions  of  law  which  are  designed  to  secure 
its  oxprcise.  Thatal'.  the  provisions  of  an  election  law  are  parts  of 
the  qualification  of  an  elector,  and  t't  bescrutinizc<l  and  enforced  with 
the  same  strictness  as  r^ualificatlou  itself,  is  a  [Kisrilnn  that  is  nol  war- 
ranted by  any  analogy  in  the  law.  Doubtless,  llit^  provisions  of  every 
statute  are  entitled  to  respect  and  general  observance.  It  is  the  dmy 
of  tlicjse  who  exoctjte  the  laws  to  respect  and  enforce  them  all.  But 
when  tho  argument  assumes  for  them  such  an  influence,  as  ttiat  the 
omission  to  observe  any  one  of  them  becomes  a  defect  of  nualiticatioii 
in  the  voter,  an'd  obliges  this  Houso  to  reject  as  illegal  the  votes  re- 
ceived while  the  irreguUujly  prevffil^,  the  construction  t)ec9ine8 


an  enormoos  evil.  The  position  is  radically  opposed  to  Uis  right  of 
suffhige,  as  it  also  is  to  well-establiaed  rules  for  the  Inierpretaiion 
of  statutes  of  this  description ;  and  it  will  make  the  right  Uie  victim 
of  accident^  ignorance,  Inattention,  and  even  of  fintud,  in  the  ezecutiun 
of  an  election  law,  and  consequenUy  of  those  very  precatiiions  which 
were  intended  to  secure  its  exercise.  On  the  coutrarr.  sir,  neither 
accident,  ignorance,  inattention,  nor  even  fraud  in  the  officers  of  elec- 
tion, in  omiuing  to  comply  with  the  prescription  of  the  law  ought,  in 
all  cases,  necessarily  to  disappoint  the  right  of  suflkage.  If  the  au- 
thority of  the  officers  was  tolerably  or  apparently  good  ;  if  the  defects 
in  form  were  such  as  did  not  disturb  the  fairness  of  the  election,  nor 
prevent  its  fundamental  nature,  by  making  it  a  viva  voce  election  in- 
stead of  an  election  by  ballot ;  or,  on  the  coniraiy,  if.  in  spite  of  irragu- 
larities,  this  House  can  see  that,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  law,  Uie 
will  of  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  their  right  of  suflhige  has  been 
fairiy  expressed,  and  if  the  State  law  i&oes  not  expressly  declare  the 
irregularity  to  be  fatal,  then,  in  my  apprehension,  the  authority  of  the 
HotuM  to  Judge  of  the  election  leaves  It  free  to  disregard  those  imegu- 
lariiies,  and  to  give  full  effect  to  the  will  of  the  majoritT  of  qualified 
voters.    It  is  free  to  disregard  them,  in  deference  to  the  policy  and 

Spirit  of  the  law,  and  is  not  bound  by  a  servile  attention  to  forms  to 
elbat  them  both. 

That  (continued  Mr.  L.)  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  the 

true  canon  of  itflcrpretation  in  matters  of  election  law. 

The  great  cardinal  object  was  to  fulfil,  as  far  as  possible, 

tho  will  of  the  people,  to  take  care  of  their  rights,  to  see 

that  he  who  chiimed  a  seat  there  were  really  their  chosen 

representative,  and  that  he  who  was  clearly  ascertained  to 

be  their  chosen  representative  should  not  be  excluded  on 

any  merely  techniccd  or  formal  grounds. 

Nor  was  this  liberality  of  construction  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  such  powers — supposing  them  of  course  to  be 
clearly  ascertained,  and  not  in  any  degree  to  affect  the 
rights  of  third  parties-confined  to  the  law  of  Parliament. 
It  was  a  distinction  known  to  the  old  common  law  as  long 
as  any  record  exists  of  its  principles,  that  where  a  power 
was  granted  for  private  purposes,  for  example,  to  three 
persons,  and  one  of  them  died,  the  other  two  could  not 
execute  it ;  but  if  they  were  commissioners  for  any  public 
business,  a  single  survivor  might  do  whatever  the  whole 
college  were  authorized  to  do.  Even  the  crabbed  and  im- 
practicable spirit  of  English  black-letter  law  yielded  so  far 
to  the  overruling  necessities  of  society.  That  departure 
from  the  rigor  of  mere  technical  principles,  from  the  stiff- 
ness and  pedantry  of  forms,  in  favor  of  public  convenience — 
carried  out,  by  the  unifonn  practice  of  all  legislative  bodies, 
to  the  length  of  regarding  many  provisions  of  election  laws 
as  rather  directory  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  fulfilment 
of  them  than  essential  to  the  validity  of  tho  acts  done  un- 
der them— ^sclosed  and  confirmed  the  rule  which  he  had 
just  laid  down  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  leaning  of  the 
House  on  that  occasion. 

.Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  although,  if  the  view 
he  took  of  that  rule  were  just,  he  might,  under  the  circum- 
stances already  stated  of  the  election  in  Mississippi,  almost 
rest  the  case  there,  or  at  least  fairly  call  upon  genUemcn  to 
establish  positively,  and  to  establish  clearly,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  could  not  be  represented  here ;  he  would 
venture,  however,  to  go  further.  Ho  would  utidortjike  to 
phow,  negatively,  that  they  could  etrtablish  no  such  propo- 
sition. He  could  see  nothing  in  the  constitution  which 
was  so  plain,  express,  and  imperative,  as  to  authorize  the 
House  to  deny  to  the  people  of  a  State  their  fundamental 
riuht  to  a  voice  in  their  own  legislation.  Gentlemen,  bet- 
ter versed  than  he  could  pretend  to  be  in  the  application  of 
legal  principles  to  practice,  might  see  the  subject  in  a  dif- 
ferent light,  and  be  able  to  point  out  with  precision  whcreia 
his  opinion  was  erroneous.  But,  until  they  did  so,  ho 
should  feel  himself  bound  to  repeat,  as  ho  then  did,  that 
there  was,  in  his  opinion,  nothing  in  the  constitution  of 
tiie  United  States  which  required  at  their  hands  such  an 
extraordinary  sacrifice  of  popular  right,  social  duly,  and 
public  convenience,  as  would  be  the  consequence  of  setting 
aside  the  election  before  them. 

He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  clausen 
of  the  constitution  relating  to  the  subject. 

The  first  was  from  the  second  section  of  the  first  article. 

"  Tho  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composted  of 
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memben  chosen  every  lecond  yt9X  by  the  people  of  the 
■everai  Statea,'*  &c. 

Then^  after  aseifl^uiig  to  each  State,  until  the  first  census 
shoald  be  taken,  an  arbitrary  number  of  representatives,  it 
proceeds  thus: 

"  When  Tacanciea  happen  in  the  representation  firom  any 
State,  the  EzecutiTo  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  £J]  such  Tacancies." 

The  next  (3d}  secUon  is  as  follows. 

<•  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of 
tnro  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislatuie 
thereof  for  six  years,"  dec. 

It  th«n  proceeds  to  divide  (he  Senatois  to  be  chonen 
into  three  claasea,  and  to  ordain  that 

"The  seats  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year ;  oi  the  second, 
at  the  ezpiration  of  the  fourth ;  and  of  the  third,  at 
the  exprration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  be 
chosen  every  second  year ;  and  if  vacancies  happen,  by  le- 
sii^ation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature 
of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make  temporary 
appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies," 

Now,  said  Mr.  LaeARB,  what  was  the  object  and  efiect 
of  the  second  and  third  sections  1  It  was  to  constitute  the 
Legislature — to  declare  its  tenure— to  insure  its  existence. 
One  of  the  Houses  is  to  be  a  perpetual  body,  in  the  proper 
sense  of  that  word.  I  was  never  to  be  wholly  vacant ;  new 
members  were  always  to  be  in  so  deckled  a  minority  that 
no  sodden  change  of  opinion  or  poli^  should  happen  from 
that  cause  alone.  The  Senate  should  guaranty,  to  a  certain 
extent,  stability  and  consistent^  in  the  couras  of  the  Gov- 
ernment :  it  ^onld  keep  up  fixed  habits,  and  hand  down 
traditional  opinion;  it  ahould  have  an  esprit  de  eorpg^ 
and  the  other  attributes  of  permanent  bodies.  The  House, 
on  the  contrary,  was  to  be  wholly  renewed  at  shorter, 
hot  not  too  short  intervala ;  for  the  convention  dealt  in  no 
extremaa  of  any  kind.  The  tenure  of  a  seat  in  it  was  to  be 
for  two  jears—beguintng,  by  a  resolve  of  the  convention,  on 
the  4th  Afarch— and  for  neither  more  nor  less  than  two 
years.  Ail  its  members  were  to  come  in  together ;  they 
were  aU  to  go  out  together,  and  sink  again  into  the 
maaa  of  the  community.  If  gentlemen  would  look  into 
the  paperp  of  the  Federalist  touching  this  subject,  they  would 
fiad  ttiat  nothing  was  more  insisted  on  asiudispensabty  ne- 
cessary than  uniformity  in  the  tenure  of  that  House.  The 
celebrated  author  of  that  part  of  the  comntentary  then  al- 
luded u^  used  language  of  extraordinary  emphasia  and 
poativeoees  in  regard  to  it.  He  declares  he  should  greatly 
prrfier  a  prolongation  of  the  term  to  three  or  four  years,  to 
sny  irregulariQr  in  the  periods  at  which  the  delegations  of 
the  dififerent  States  should  enter  the  House.  Kight  or 
wrong,  this  view  bad  been  adopted  by  the  convention,  and 
it  was  now,  beyond  all  shadow  of  doubt,  the  law  of  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  settled  in  conformity  with  the 
•oundest  theory,  by  constant  and  invarisble  practice,  that 
the  term  of  service  of  every  member  of  that  House  began 
on  the  4th  of  March,  and  expired  on  the  4th  Mai^h  two 
yeans  afterwards.  No  State  could,  either  by  its  ordinances 
or  its  constitution,  through  its  Legislature  or  its  Executive, 
by  omission  or  by  commission,  directly  or  indirectly,  alter 
tibis  great  fundamental  principle.  It  was  the  corner-stone 
of  the  whole  labric;  we  had  solemnly  covenanted  with  one 
another  that  there  should  be  a  supreme  legislative  body, 
composed  of  ^o  integral  parts— 'the  one  of  them,  perpet- 
naliy  exxsting,^e  other  perpetually  renewed  each  cor- 
recting the  other  in  whatever  exaggeration  of  its  principle 
it  might  otherwise  be  ei  posed  to,  but  neither  capable  of  acting 
(legislatively)  without  the  otber,  and  tha  existenoe  of 
the  one  suf^osing  the  co-ordinate,  subsidiary,  or,  if  he 
might  so  express  il^  supplementary  existence  of  the  other. 
It  is  a  wild  idea,  wlthoot  the  semblance  of  support  from  any 


sound  doctrine,  inconsistent  with  tbe  whole  scheme  of  the 
Grovemment,  to  suppose  that  the  tenure  of  the  representative 
authority,  thus  precisely  and  solemnly  designated  by  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  Slates  in  their  fuidamental  law, 
can  be  changed,  any  part  d  them,  at  their  good  will  and 
pleasure.  'The  States,  and  the  people  of  tbe  States,  are 
bound  to  conform  in  good  faith  to  that  principle  by  the  most  - 
sacred  of  all  obligations,  as  well  as  by  the  most  manifest 
consideration  of  policy. 

Looking,  then,  at  these  two  sections  together,  every  one  « 
must  see  that  the  object  was,  as  he  had  said,  to  constitute 
the  Legislature,  and  insure  its  existence  and  its  duration. 
Looking  at  the  former  alone,  it  provides,  1st,  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  elected  for  two  years ; 
2d,  that  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  repre- 
sentation from  any  Stale,  the  Executive  authority  thereof 
shall  see  to  its  being  filled  up  by  the  people. 

He  could  not  resist  the  conviction  that  they  who  adopt- 
ed this  section  thought  they  had  provided  for  that  perpet** 
ual  renewal  of  the  Houae,  which  is  necessarily  presoppof- 
ed  by  the  perpetual  exisience  of  the  other  hranoh  of  the 
Legislature.  The  idea  of  a  nnitilatod  Congress  is  a  mon- 
8trosity->^t  eould  not  have  occused.  He  was  sure  it  had 
never  occurred  to  any  one  of  the  wise  men  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  Government  in  so  much  good  faith  and 
singleness  of  purpose.  Were  not  the  words  ef  the  clause 
comprehensire  enough  1  Was  there  any  exception  or  re- 
serve in  them  t  Could  there  have  been  less  t  They  or- 
dained elections  for  two  years !  and  they  further  ordained 
that,  whenever  **  vacanciea  should  happen  In  the  repre- 
sentation from  any  State,"  be  they  what  they  might, 
they  should  be  filled  up  by  the  people.  Was  not  that  right 
and  proper  1  And  that  the  people  might  surely  be  called, 
in  a  regular  and  certain  way,  to  exereise  that  right,  they 
impoeed  it  aa  a  high  and  solemn  duty  upon  the  beads  of  the 
Sute  Governments  themselves  to  all  timto,  to  see  that  they 
were  so  celled.  What  limitation,  he  asked  again,  eould 
be  pretended  to  be  imposed  upon  the  large  and  compre- 
hensive generality  of  these  terms  1  Wcarld  It  be  said  that 
this  was  no  vacancy  1  No  vacani^,  when  this  Congress 
assembles  under  Uie  constitution,  and  two  districts  are  not 
represented  1  It  was  like  tbe  argameBt  of  the  old  philos- 
opher against  the  existenoe  of  motion,  to  be  answered  by 
the  fact  itsel^no  other  answer  was  needed-^none  could 
be  given  by  a  plain  man. 

There  was  stress  laid  on  the  verb  *'  to  happen."^  Mr. 
Wirt's  excellent  opinion,  which  had  been  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Honse,  had  settled  the  legal  philology 
of  that  unfortunate  word  forever.  But,  if  it  had  not,  could 
any  one  seriously  pretend  to  speak  English  and  deny 
thai  to  have  happened  which  actually  weu?  Was  it 
not  a  fact  that,  unless  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Ghohon 
were  admitted  to  their  seats,  a  vacaney  had  happened  in 
the  House  1  And  could  it  happen  in  the  Houae  with- 
out happening  in  the  representation  of  any  State  %  To 
him  it  appeared  very  clear,  that  the  word  ■'  representa- 
tion,'* as  used  in  the  constitution,  meant  the  abstract  idea 
of  the  share  of  each  State  in  the  legislative  power.  South 
Carolina  shonld  have  9  Bepreaentattves  out  of  943.  If  he 
were  asked  by  a  foreigner  what  her  repvesentatten  was,  he 
should  apprciiend  him  clearly,  and  answer,  without  diffi* 
colty,  it  was  nine  members-^ot  A,  B,  C,  or  D.  It  was 
the  correlative  of  **  direct  taxation"— »an  ens  roft'oms— a 
being  existing  in  contemplation  of  law,  and  in  the  scheme 
of  the  constitution ;  and  this  interpretation  redonciled,  as 
good  interpretation  always  did,  the  most  exact  principles  of 
a  philosof^ical  theory  with  the  common  sense  and  common 
language  of  mankind. 

This  construction  seemed  to  be  agreeable  to  all  the  ad- 
mitted canons  of  interpretation,  and  to  fulfil  every  one  of 
their  cardinal  objects.     1st.  It  was  tbe  most  simple  and 
Jiteial,  and.that  isalwaya  to  be  adhered  to  if  possible.    M. 
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It  was  in  furtherance  of  popular  right,  considering  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi  in  their  immediate  relation  to  that  House. 
3d.  It  was  equally  to  be  favored  as  enforcing  a  high  duty 
of  the  same  people  considered  as  a  part  of  a  confederacy— 
the  duty  of  maintaining  the  Government  in  its  integrity. 
4th.  It  prevented  immense  public  inconvenience';  never, 
indeed,  could  the  argument  ab  inconvenienH  be  stronger. 

He  begged  the  House  to  consider  the  subject  in  this 
point  of  view.  More  than  one  difficulty  presented  itself 
in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  first  place,  he  would  ask,  was  it  consistent  wkh 
the  constitution  that,  in  th«  ooropnisory  inevitable  absence 
of  the  representation  of  one  or  more  States  here,  the  others 
should  meet  and  transact  business  ?  He  did  not  mean  an 
absence  from  casualty — for,  of  course,  they  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  the  exigencies  of  human  affairs,  be  taken 
into  the  account — ^but  absence  under  a  legal  disability,  and 
that  disability  approved,  according  to  the  argument,  and 
almost  imposed  in  the  constitution  itself.  Had  such  a  case 
over  been  contemplated  ?  Will  any  one  pretend  that  any 
provision  has  been  made  for  such  a  case  1  Why  not,  if  it 
be  in  the  purview  of  the  constitution  1  But  what  was  the 
House  to  do  in  such  a  contingency  now,  in  the  opinion  ol 
some  gentlemen,  actually  arisen  1  Could  it  go  on  ?  Ay 
or  no  ?  They  might  take  either  branch  of  the  alternative. 
If  yea,  then  where  should  the  line  be  drawn  t  If  the  absence 
of  one  Sute,  under  such  a  disability,  were  no  legal  obsta- 
cle to  the  proceedings  of  this  House,  why  should  that  of 
ten  be  so— nay,  of  twenty,  provided  the  other  six  could 
send  a  quorum  1  And  the  matter  of  fact  was  that  it  required 
actually  not  many  more  than  six  to  compose  a  majority  here: 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Kentucky,  Tennesse,  would  do  iL  You  have  tkon, 
on  this  supposition,  a  Legislature  which  is  complete  in  the 
absence,  under  an  invincible  legal  disability,  of  nineteen 
out  of  twenty-six  of  the  sovereignties  of  whose  delegates  it 
is  composed ;  that  legtA  disability  being  considered,  like 
that  of  infancy,  as  a  high  privilege,  and  as  guarantied  by 
the  very  constitution  which,  at  the  same  time,  enabled 
others  thus  to  take  advantage  of  it ! 

But  if  the  answer  were  in  the  negative,  then  here  was  a 
country  deliberately  exposing  itself  to  all  the  dangers  of  a 
complete  irremediable  interregnum  of  iU  whole  legislative 
power  for,  it  might  be,  nine  months  in  every  Congres- 
sional term !  Did  any  body  think  that  a  construction 
lightly  to  be  adopted  which  led  to  such  consequences  as 
these  1  See  what  the  very  men  who  formed  the  constitu- 
tion thought  of  that  state  of  things  which  was  now  claimed 
as  a  privilege,  while  an  attempt  to  prevent  its  immense 
and  obvious  inconveniences,  by  the  ususl  exercise  of  pop- 
ular sovereignty  under  the  same  constitution,  was  denoun- 
ced, with  a  gravity  almost  comic,  as  downright  usurpation 
and  tyranny.  Look  into  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
said  Mr.  L. ;  you  wiil  there  find  that  among  the  grounds 
and  motives  of  that  ever-memorable  step,  among  the  facts 
submitted  to  a  candid  world  as  fully  justifying  revolution 
and  civil  war,  i»  the  very  right  claimed,  it  should  seem, 
and  exercised  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  this  country 
by  the  British  crown.  In  the  fame  catalogue  with  the 
burning  of  our  towns,  the  ravagin)f  our  coasts,  the  destroy- 
ing the  lives  of  our  countrymen,  the  transporting  us  be- 
yond sea  for  trial,  the  bringing  hither  of  large  armies  of 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation, 
and  tyranny,  under  circumstances  unprecedented  in  his- 
tory, and  unworthy  of  the  head  of  a  civilized  country,  it  is 
expressly  charged  that  he  had  repeatedly  dissolved  legisla- 
tive bodies,  refusing  to  call  them  together  again,  whereby 
their  powers  had  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise, 
the  State  remaining  exposed  in  the  meantime  to  all  the  dan- 
gers of  invasion  from  abroad  and  insurrections  within.  That 
was  their  simple  way  of  considering  die  subject ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that,  had  some  public  exigency  still  more  mo- 


mentous and  awakening  occurred  in  the  earlier  part  of  this 
year,  when  so  many  States  were  without  Representatives 
elect,  requiring  at  the  hands  of  the  Executive  the  conven- 
ing of  Congress — had  a  sudden  invasion,  had  a  fearful  ser- 
vile war,  had  some  great  and  alarming  revolt  against  the 
laws,  such  as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  or  worse,  occurred,  there  would  scarcely  have 
been  found  a  man  to  doubt  but  that  elections  held  under 
writs  issued  by  the  Executives  of  those  States  were  valid, 
and  that  the  Executives  were  empowered  to  issue  such 
writs  precisely  to  protect  society  against  the  terrible  con- 
secjuences  of  omissions  like  these. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  Mr.  L.  said  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  that  he  had  so  far  made  out 
an  exceedingly  strong  case,  and  that  if  the  election  in  Mis- 
sissippi  were  to  be  impeached,  it  would  not  be  for  any 
thing  to  be  found  in  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
constitution. 

He  would  next  proceed  to  inquire  how  far  his  previous 
conclusions  were  afiected  by  the  4th  section,  on  which  so 
much  stress  had  been  laid.     It  was  as  follows ; 

"The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for 
Senators  and  Aepresentstives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  aa 
to  the  place  of  choosing  Senators." 

« The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember, unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  difTerent  day.'' 

To  which  may  be  added  the  clause  in  the  8d  section,  of 
the  2d  article  empowering  the  President  *<  on  extraordinary 
occasions  to  convene  both  Houses." 

The  question  was  whether  the  power  thus  granted  to  the 
States,  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  of  representatives,  was  meant  to  be  absolute  and 
unqualified,  aa  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine,  or  was,  like 
all  other  powers,  granted  for  accomplishing  the  great  cardi- 
nal objects  of  the  constitution,  subject  to  the  tacit  condition 
of  being  exercised  conformably  to  the  scheme  and  purposes 
of  that  constitution. 

Every  one  who  had  weighed  well  the  views  he  had  already 
submitted  to  the  House  would,  he  thought,  agree  that  it  was 
necessarily  qualified  and  conditional ;  and  that  the  execu- 
tion of  it  might  be  vicious  either  by  excess  or  by  defect, 
either  by  doing  too  much,  or  by  doing  too  Uttle.  The  case 
before  the  House  was  one,  he  thought,  of  an  imperfect  ex- 
ecution of  the  power. 

In  the  first  place,  the  House  would  remark,  that,  in  a  strict 
theory,  the  whole  subject  of  its  own  elections  ought  to  have 
been  absolutely  within  the  control  of  the  federal  Government, 
for  the  ssroe  reason  that  any  other  part  of  iU  essential 
action — its  Executive  administration,  for  instance — ^had  been 
rendered  independent  of  the  States.  The  relation  between 
the  members  of  that  body  and  its  constituents  wss  immedi- 
ate—the Government  was  in  this  respect  national,  and  not 
federal.  It  must  be  regarded^  therefore,  as  a  great  conces- 
sion to  the  Sutes  to  allow  them  even  this  modified  right  to 
regulate  the  circumstances  of  elections,  of  which  the  periods 
and  the  character  had  been  unalterably  determined  by  the 
second  section.  This,  let  it  be  remarked,  was  none  of 
the  reserved  ri?hu  of  the  States ;  it  was  merely  the  crea- 
ture and  the  incident  of  the  federal  constitution  itself.  But 
cogent  reasons  of  public  convenience  and  establiahed  usage 
in  different  States,  made  them  naturally  tenacious  of  the 
power  of  regulating  their  elections  in  their  owa  way. 

It  was  matter  of  local  detail,  with  which  their  legislatures 
would  be  of  course  best  acquainted.  Some  of  them  voted 
by  ballot,  others  tnta  vocfr— some  of  them  preferred  what  is 
called  a  general  ticket,  others  the  district  system ;  these,  and 
many  other  similar  circumstances,  would  make  the  adoption 
of  any  inflexible  universal  rule,  unless  experience  should 
prove  it  to  be  quite  indispensable,  veiy  diflQcult,  and  its 
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operation  if  adopted  uneqaal  and  mconvenient.  It  is  by  no 
■Mana  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  we  find  the  States 
tnaiadng  atrenuoualy  upon  having  the  power  to  regulate  the 
circumstances-^the  time,  place,  and  manner — of  elections,  in 
the  way  which  their  Legislatures  should  judge  most  agreea- 
ble to  tiieir  immediate  constitoenU.  But  how  did  it  follow 
that  because,  through  a  departure  from  the  rigor  of  theoret- 
ical principles  in  favor  of  public  convenience,  they  have  a 
right  to  render  the  performance  of  their  duty  under  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  constitution  as  little  irksome  or  annoying 
as  possible  to  themselves,  therefore  they  were  left  at  perfect 
liberty  to  perform  it  or  not,  at  their  pleasure  1  that  because 
they  may  regulate  the  circumstances  of  an  election,  they 
have  therefore  an  unqaalified  control  over  its  existence,  and 
oter  the  tenure  of  the  office  created  under  it  1  because,  in 
short*  they  had  a  power  under  the  4th  section,  of  which  the 
exercise  in  good  faith  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  duties 
iraposed  in  the  2d,  therefore  the  duty  is  swallowed  up  by 
(be  power  given  for  its  fulfilment,  and  the  great  cardinal 
provision  of  the  law,  by  one  that  was  merely  subsidiary 
and  instrumental  to  it  ? 

If  an  unqualified  control  over  the  whole  subject  of  elec- 
tions for  Congress  had  been  intended  to  be  vested  in  the 
States,  why  impose  this  duty  of  issuing  writs  to  fill  up  va- 
canciea — aU  vacancies — as  an  article  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  Union,  upon  their  Executive  authorities  forever  ? 
If  Che  general  election  was  to  be  so  completely  in  their 
power,  that  it  should  be  claimed  and  proclaimed  as  their 
undoubted  right  to  order  or  to  omit  it,  why  not  leave  it  to 
their  legislation  also  to  take  care  of  a  few  casual  vacancies  ? 
Why  mention  vacancies  at  all  1  There  appeared  to  him  but 
one  poasible  conclusion,  and  that  was,  that  in  all  cases 
whatsoever  of  vacancy  in  the  representation  from  any  State, 
when  it  was  called  for  there,  the  executive  authority  should 
see  to  their  being  filled  up  by  the  people— because  such 
a  case  as  a  State  so  arranging  its  election  laws  as  purposely 
to  create  a  vacancy,  was  not  contemplated,  and  could  not 
be  contemplated,  by  those  who  framed  the  Qovemment,  on 
the  prindpke  be  had  already  explained. 

Tbenfon,  ws  he  read  the  constitution,  all  elections  being 
intended  and  supposed  to  be  held  before  the  4th  of  March, 
all  vacancies  were,  of  course,  such  as  every  one  admitted 
to  be  properly  filled  by  writs  from  the  Executive.  This 
simple,  natural,  and- fair  construction  reconciled  or  pre- 
duded  all  conflicts  and  contradictions  whatever;  whereas, 
the  doctrine  contended  for  by  gentlemen  was  the  source  of 
thoee  very  perplexities  and  incongruitiea  on  which,  as  the 
House  had  seen,  such  immense  stress  had  been  laid  to  dis- 
prove his  reading,  and  to  which  he  should  presently  speak 
more  particularly. 

The  came  conclusion  was  supported  by  the  clauses  which 
relate  to  the  meeting  of  Congress.  This  is  to  take  place 
at  least  once  a  year — ^in  the  absence  of  all  lejrislation  on  the 
subject,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December;  but  any  other 
day  may  be  fixed  by  Congress,  and  the  President  may,  by 
his  ptodamation,  anticipate,  whenever  the  public  good  may 
require  it,  the  regular  term  under  the  law  or  the  constitu- 
tion. Mow,  a  meeting  of  this  House,  thus  called  by  the 
Executive,  would  be  as  constitutional,  and,  since  it  would 
generally  be  called  under  the  pressure  of  some  great  exi- 
gmcy,  at  least  as  important  as  any  other. 

Then,  did  any  one  pretend  that  a  State  would  have  a 
riglht  to  elect  for  only  one  of  the  two  sessions  of  a  Congress? 
And  if  a  State  did  so,  what  should  this  House  decide  as  to 
the  vacancy  thus  created  1  That  was  the  very  question  it 
had  now  to  decide.  For  that  session  was  as  legitimate,  as 
constitutional,  as  the  regular  session  in  December :  and  if 
a  Bute  had  a  right  to  contrive  its  laws  so  as  to  defeat  or 
pnreat  the  one,  it  had  the  same  right  in  regard  to  the 
other. 

As  a  matter  of  right — of  moral  competencv,  at  least — 
nobody,  he  was  sure,  fox  reasons  already  assigned,  would 
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be  extravagant  enough  to  contend  for  any  such  arbitrary 
and  anti-social  power  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  At 
any  rate,  the  wilful  exereiseof  it  was  not  lightly  to  be  pre- 
aumed-  the  &ir  conclusion  was,  in  such  cases  as  that  be- 
fore the  House,  that  it  was  a  mere  omission,  an  oversight — 
an  accident,  in  short,  by  which  a  literal  interpretation  of 
the  State  law  would  be  rendered  inconsistent  with  the  par- 
amount objects  of  the  constitution.  The  vacancy  must  be 
supposed  to  have  happened^  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term — that  is,  to  have  occurred  involuntarily  tad  casually ; 
and,  he  repeated,  it  was  the  very  oI]$ect  of  that  clause  in 
the  constitution  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  such 
omissions  and  accidents.  What  if  the  election  law  of  a 
State  had  been  wholly  forgotten  in  the  hnrry  and  bustle  of 
a  session  of  its  Legislature  ?  What  if,  by  some  casualty, 
the  great  seal  of  the  State  had  not  been  afllxed  to  it,  or 
some  other  necessary  formality  had  been  forgotten  1 

But,  said  gentlemen,  all  those  inconveniences  were  fore- 
seen and  provided  against  by  the  same  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution which  vests  this  power  in  the  States ;  for  it  goes  on 
te  give  the  ultimate  control  over  its  exercise  to  Congress, 
which  had  only  to  pass  a  uniform  law  upon  the  subject  : 
and  it  was  asked,  Should  this  extraordinary  means  of  a 
Governor's  writ  be  resorted  to,  when  another  as  effectual 
was  at  hand  t 

To  this  he  answered,  in  the  firat  place,  that  no  ordinary 
means  could  preclude  all  casualties.  Mistake,  omission, 
and  other  accidents  just  alluded  to,  would  occur  in  spite  of 
every  precaution  ;  and  why  adopt  a  construction  by  which, 
even  under  the  meet  pressing  imaginable  exigencies  of 
society,  they  could  not  be  obviated,  when  nothing  what- 
ever rendered  such  a  oonstruction  necessary,  and  no  in- 
conveniences could  possibly  result  from  the  opposite  and 
more  Aimple  construction  1  But,  in  the  next  place,  he 
proceeded  to  deny  that  the  reservation  to  Congress  of  the 
power  to  alter  the  State  laws,  in  this  particular,  had  the 
same  object  as  the  power  conferred  upon  their  Executive 
authorities  to  issqe  a  writ  for  the  filling  up  of  vacancies. 
He  admitted  that  stress  was  laid,  in  the  discussions  (hat 
took  place  while  that  constitution  was  under  consideration, 
upon  the  necessity  of  reserving  the  ultimate  control  to 
Congress,  because,  otherwise,  it  would  be  competent  for 
the  States,  by  refusing  to  pass  any  election  laws  at  all,  to 
create  an  interregnum  in  the  Government  But  he  insist- 
ed— ^besides  that  nothing  is  more  unsafe  than  to  construe  a 
law,  not  according  to  its  natural  import,  but  by  reference 
to  tile  reported,  or  even  the  ascertained,  delarations  of 
some  of  its  advocates  at  the  time-^that  such  expressions  in 
the  writing  and  speeches  of  '88  might  be  reconciled,  with- 
out any  violence,  to  his  reading  of  the  constitution.         ^ 

Certainly,  in  every  well-constituted  State,  there  must 
be  election  laws — lawa  regulating  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  exercising  the  great  fundamental  right  of  suf- 
frage— although,  as  has  been  shown,  that  right  exisfe  in- 
dependently of  all  such  laws,  and  has  often,  in  the  history 
of  all  free  Governments,  been  exercised  without  them. 
Care  must  be  taken  that  these  cireumstances  be  well  ascer- 
tained, and  notified  to  the  electors,  in  order  that  there 
should  be  no  mistake  or  surprise,  and  that  the  result  of  the 
election  might  be  in  fact,  as  it  was  in  conclusion  of  law,  a 
fair  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  people.  If  an  election 
be  regnilarly  held  in  conformity  to  law,  those  who  vote  de- 
cide for  all.  It  goes  on  a  necessary  presumption,  where 
proof  is  impossible.  But  if  there  be  any  ground  to  allege 
mistake  or  misunderetanding,  or  want  of  notice  or  informa- 
tion, it  vitiates  a  popular  election,  and  that  presumption 
cannot  apply.  Hence,  the  most  precise  speaker  or  writer 
miglit  very  well  say  that  to  give  the  States  an  absolute 
control  over  the  whole'subject  of  the  election  laws,  was  to 
make  Congress  dependent  for  its  existence  upon  their  will 
and  pleasure ;  for  it  was  not  necessary  here  to  contend  (as 
i  twas  tjiought  he  did)  that  the  executive  authority  had 
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any  constitnUonal  rigbt  to  ftppotnt  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  elections,  but  only  to  issue  a  writ  to  fill  up  a 
vacancy,  where  time,  place,  and  manner  were  already  fixed 
by  law,  as  he  should  presently  have  occasion  to  explain 
more  fully.  It  was,  then,  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of 
some  legislation  upon  the  subject,  which  every  body  would 
admit  was  (as  a  general  rule)  indispensable,  that  so  much 
importance  had  been  attached  to  this  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  such  sweeping  terms  used  in  regard  to  it,  in 
the  discussions  of  the  day. 

But  it  was  further  to  be  remarked  that  the  powers  thus 
reserved  to  Congress  went  much  beyond  that  claimed  for 
the  State  Executive,  which  wss  only  that  of  preventing 
vaeandea  occasioned  by  imperfect  or  perverse  legislation  of 
the  States.  It  controlled  absolutely  tbe  whole  subject  of 
congressional  elections,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
place  of  electing  Senators.  That  body  might,  as  he  had 
already  said,  pass  uniform  laws  requiring  all  elections  to 
be  by  ballot  or  viva  voce — all  to  be  by  general  ticket  or  by 
distriol— all  to  be  at  the  same  season  of  the  year,  Slc,  It 
might  not  only  restrain  and  rectify  an  unconstitutional  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  of  the  States  in  this  particular — it  might 
not  only  supply  deficiencies  or  retrench  excesses  in  it^-but 
might  supersede  and  annul  the  (otherwise)  constitutional 
exercise  of  it.  It  was,  therefore,  quite  natural  that  it 
should  have  been  the  object  of  jesJous  and  vehement  dis- 
cussion in  a  country  of  such  various  character  and  condi- 
tion, and  that,  in  that  discussion,  the  great  prominent  ob- 
jects of  the  respective  provisions  should  have  abeorbed  the 
attention  of  minds  engaged  in  the  discussion:  Besides,  the 
States  demsnded  the  right  to  regulate  time,  place,  and 
manner :  did  they  claim  that  of  creating  an  interregnum  in 
the  Government  ?  Among  the  most  extravagant  champi- 
ons of  their  independence,  was  one  to  be  found  ^ho  con- 
sidered thai  as  a  high  privilege,  an  incommunicable  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  ?  It  was,  therefore,  easy  to  explain 
the  fact  thus  relied  on  by  gentlemen,  consistently  with  the 
view  which  he  had  presented ;  and  he  again  reminded  the 
House  of  the  cardinal  principle  of  interpretation  whidi 
required  them  to  lean  in  fovor  of  admitting  every  part  of  the 
pc;ople  to  its  share  in  Uie  legislative  power  of  the  country. 

But  conceding  that,  had  there  been  no  election  law  in 
Mississippi,  there  would  have  been  a  failure  of  representa- 
tion, bow  did  that  affect  the  case  of  an  election  held  under 
a  law,  as  he  bad  already  observed,  in  exact  conformity  with 
it  ?  Had  that  statute,  which  actually  provides  for  elections 
to  fill  up  vacancies,  gone  on  to  authorise  the  Executive  to 
iffsue  his  writ  in  the  event  of  an  extraordinary  session,  it 
would  not  have  been  disputed  but  that  the  election  had 
been  legal.  It  hss  done  every  thing  but  that,  and  yet  the 
oinisoion  of  such  an  authority  can  be  supposed  to  vitiate  it. 
But,  in  fact,  tiiat  authorisation,  had  it  been  expressly  given, 
would  have  been,  according  to  his  previous  reasoning, 
merely  superfiuous— AXjore^eio  coram  qua  tacite  intunt — 
for  the  Executive  derives  his  power  to  issue  a  writ  in  such 
a  case  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
power  could  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  by  any  act 
of  the  State.  Admitting,  then,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  exercised  in  the  absence  of  all 
State  legislation  on  the  subject,*  yet  here  the  State  legis- 
lation being  complete,  his  power  wanted  nothing  to  give  it 
full  effect.  He  issued  his  writ,  and  it  was  executed  under 
the  statute.  So  the  President  and  Senate  may  make  a 
treaty  without  consulting  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  sboukl  an  appropriation  be  necessary  to  ito  fulfilment, 
the  House  has  the  constitutional  power  of  withholding  it. 
Yet  the  treaty  making  power  was  a  substantive,  and,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  mentioned,  an  independent  one ;  and,  had 
the  supply  been  voted  in  advance,  it  is  plain  that  the  House 

♦In  Hiidge's  c««,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  fired  the  time  of 
t  he  election,  and  the  House  ruled  that  it  was  competent  for  hhn  lo  do 
aS}  the  statute  containing  no  proviwon  on  the  subject. 


would  have  no  sort  of  control  over  its  exercise.  The  dis- 
tinction is  between  sharing  in  a  power,  and  disposing  of 
the  means  necessary  to  its  efibctual  operation.  The  par- 
allel appeared  to  him  to  be  exact. 

As  to  the  precedents  cited  from  the  Senate,  he  contended 
th»it  they  did  not  apply.     First,  because  there  is  a  remark- 
able difference  in  the  words  of  the  coustitution  in  regard  to 
the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  two  bodies.  Secondly,  be- 
cause the  miKhiefs  arising  from  a  vacancy  were  far  greater 
in  a  fluctuating  body  than  a  permanent  one^  aa  be  had  al- 
ready had  occasion  to  observe ;  and,  lastly  and  principally, 
because  there  was  a  still  more  important  distinction  between 
the  two  cases^a  distinction,  indeed,  so  important  that, 
even  if  the  words  were  precisely  the  same  in  the  two  daueee, 
different  rules  of  interpretation  might  fairly  be  apphed  to 
them.     When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  Senate,  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  Stste  is- authorized  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment, until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature — to 
make  an  appointment,  ho  repeated,  not  to  summon  the 
LegisUture  to  exercise  their  right  of  choice.     This  was  a 
privilege  vested  in  the  Executive,  ui  derogation  of  the  com- 
mon Isw  of  the  subject^-of  the  otherwise  unalterable  right 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Sutes  in  this  particular.    It  was, 
therefore,  according  to  well-established  principles,  to  be 
rigidly  construed.     On  the  contrary,  where  a  vacancy  oc- 
curred in  the  House,  all  that  the  State  Executive  was  au- 
thorized to  do  was  to  issue  his  writ  to  call  together  the  peo- 
ple to  fill  it  up.     This  was  a  provision  in  furtherance  of 
the  common  rights  of  the  constituency,  making  no  change 
whatever  in  the  relation  between  them  and  their  represent- 
ative, but  simply  preventing  their  being  without  one. 
Even,  therefore,  were  the  words  the  same,  di^rent  con- 
structions might   lie  put  upon  them,  agreeably  to  well' 
settled  principles  of  legal  interpretation.     But  how  much 
stronger  was  the  c&se  when  they  came  to  collate  the  two 
clauses,  and  to  find  that  the  one  which,  on  general  princi- 
ples, ought  to  be  rigidly  construed,  was  conceived  in  the 
most  precise  terns,  leaving  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  power  thus  conveyed,  while  the  other  was  just 
as  general  and  comprehensive  as  it  ought  to  be,  if  intend- 
ed to  protect  the  people  completely  against  all  possible 
chance  of  an  interregnum  in  the  Government. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  two  objections  which  had 
been  very  much  insisted  on  in  the  debate. 

It  WHS  said  that,  if  this  view  of  the  constitution  were  ju  st, 
every  election  held  after  the  4th  of  March  ought  to  be 
held  under  a  writ  of  the  Executive,  or  it  was  utterly  void  ; 
and  then  cases  were  put  of  elections  required  to  be  held  at 
a  certain  time  by  a  State  law,  which  should  be  ordered  at 
another  by  such  special  writ. 

His  answer  was,  in  the  first  place,  that  all  these  difficul- 
ties arose,  as  he  had  already  observed,  not  out  of  his  read- 
ing of  the  constitution,  but  out  of  that  adopted  by  gentle- 
men, and  served  very  strikingly  to  expose  its  nnsoundneae. 
If  the  States  so  arranged  their  election  laws  as  to  preclude 
all  possibility  of  sn  interregnum,  no  such  conflicts  could 
ever  arise.  But  he  was  willing  to  go  further ;  he  denied 
that  elections  held  under  a  law  admitting  of  a  vacancy, 
should  an  extraordinary  session  be  called,  were  necessarily 
void,  if  no  such  call  were  made.  To  be  sure,  in  the  strict 
technical  way  of  considering  these  things,  in  matters  of  mere 
meuni  and  tuunit  it  might  be  true  thst  such  a  law  would 
be  pronounced  utterly  null  and  void  by  a  court  of  justice — 
though  there  was  a  decision  of  a  respectable  judge*  declaring 
a  law  good  to  one  intent  though  void  as  to  another.  But 
this  whole  subject  of  elections  was,  as  he  had  shown,  a 
strictly  practical  one,  over  which  the  House  exercised  its 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  with  an  enlightened  equity  and  in 
the  spirit  of  indulgence  and  accommodation.  Were  that 
House  a  school  of  sopkiFters  or  a  chamber  of  special  plead- 
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en,  thMe  ofcjectioitt  of  a  mere  metaphydeal  ezectaeM  might 
heie  Mme  weight  with  it ;  bat  he  could  eee  no  gubstantial 
diffienity  whatever  in  aeqnieecing  in  election  lawg  of  the 
Stately  however  imperfect,  so  long  as  no  practical  tncon- 
Tcnience  arose  oot  of  them.  The  abuse  was  become  invet- 
erate, and  valeant  quantum  vakrt  po9tunt.  An  extraordi- 
nary aession  was  a  thing  of  very  rare  occurrence ;  and  he 
was  willing  to  tolerate  this  irregularity  in  the  legislation  of 
some  o(  the  States,  provided,  in  case  of  such  a  session, 
their  executive  authorities  were  enabled  to  issue  a  writ  to 
prevent  a  vacancy  in  the  House,  and  an  interregnum  in  the 
Government  Indeed,  this  seems  to  him  strongly  to  re- 
commend the  oonstmction  contended  for ;  it  leconciled  the 
right  of  the  States  with  those  of  the  nation,  and  sacrificed 
to  the  convenience  of  the  former  every  thing  but  their  ob- 
ligations to  tbe  latter— whereas  a  uniform-  law  passed  by 
C^ngnsi  to  regulate  eleetiona  we«ld,  as  he  had  shown,  be 
liMe  to  many  objeetlona. 

Lsady,  he  opposed  to  tbe  authority  of  so  many  laws  pass* 
cd  by  the  new  States,  and  the  opinion  of  their  eonstitu- 
tionalitj  that  had  bitely  prevailed,  the  still  weightier  au- 
thority of  eontemporaneons  construction.  All  the  States 
which  formed  the  constitution,  he  believed,  without  a  sin- 
gle exception,  originally  ordered  their  elections  to  be  held 
before  the  4di  of  March.  The  great  majority  of  them  still 
didm;  M  very  few  of  them  had  subsequently  altered  their 
laws,  doubtless  because,  extraordinary  sessions  being  very 
rarely  called,  they  had  lost  sight  of  the  principles  mvolved 
in  the  ^oeslion,  and  the  weighty  inconveniences  to  which 
he  had  alluded.  This  discussion  would  awaken  attention 
to  them,  and  he  was  mistaken  if  the  decision  of  the  House 
in  favor  of  the  sitting  members  would  not  be  universally  ac* 
quieaced  in  as  the  most  safe  and  rrasonable  practical  con* 
stroction  of  two  apparently  conflicting  clauses  of  the  consti- 
tution. ' 

As  to  the'  second  part,  viz :  how  far  the  limitation  at- 
templfid  lo  be  imposed  upon  the  tenure  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bere,  by  the  restriction  of  it  to  the  extra  session,  in  the 
prmrlamation  of  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  was  of  any  le- 
gal eHeeC,  lie  thought  it  resulted  inevitably  from  his  pre- 
vious resisonlngs  that  it  was  of  none  whatever. 

The  authority  of  the  State  Executive  was  defined  by  the 
constitution  from  which  it  was  derifed.  ft  was  to  issue  a 
writ  lo  fill  a  vacancy,  without  any  limitation  or  condition  ; 
not,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Senate,  to  fill  a  vacancy  which 
choold  be  until  a  fixed  period.  Why  this  express  difler- 
ence,  in  positive  provision,  if  there  was  to  be  none  in 
prscticel 

H«d  the  LegblaturB  itself  of  Mississippi  ordained  that  the 
sfection  of  members  of  Congress  in  that  State  should  take 
place  generally  in  November,  dec.,  but  should  the  Presi- 
dent convene  Uie  two  Houses  at  any  earlier  period  after  the 
4th  of  March,  limiting  the  term  of  service  there — that  in 
that  caae  wriu  should  issue  for  the  extra  session  alone,  and 
another  set  of  members  be  chosen  afterwards  for  the  re- 
maimier  of  the  term ;  every  body  would  agree  that  such  a 
law  was  unconstitutional ;  that  the  last  words  either  ritiated 
it  entirely,  or  must  themselves  be  rejected  as  repugnant 
and  void. 

No  one,  at  all  versed  in  such  matters,  could  hesitate 
whidi  branch  of  the  alternative  to  choose. 

It  was  a  conflict  between  the  general  interest  and  a  par- 
UesWr  intereet,  where  they  could  not  possibly  be  reconciled ; 
and  the  latter  must,  of  course,  give  way  to  the  former. 
The  psople  of  Mississippi  could,  in  such  a  case,  have  ex- 
piiasuJ  their  wish  to  be  represented,  if  possible,  on  certain 
terms ;  but,  at  all  events,  to  be  represented.  The  House 
would  have  to  choose  between  rejecting  their  members  al- 
together, or  admitting  them  on  tbe  conditions  prescribed  by 
the  constitution.  He  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt 
which  it  should  do,  and  that  every  analogy  of  law,  every 
prssumplioB  of  comm<m  sense,  required  that  the  constitu- 


tional limitation  should  be  rejected,  and  not  the  constitu- 
tional act.  He  compared  it  to  a  gift  of  land  to  a  man  and 
bis  heirs,  with  a  proviso  that  it  should  not  be  subject  to  his 
debts  or  disposal ;  a  proviso  simply  void. 

He  had  put  the  case  as  strongly  as  possible  for  the  op- 
posite side.  He  supposed  the  people  themselves,  through 
their  Legislature,  to  have  attempted  to  impose  this  uncon- 
stitutional limitation  upon  the  tenure  of  members  of  Con- 
gress— and  we  there  had  shown  that  it  was  of  no  effect 
whatever.  He  concluded  by  showing  that  the  objection 
applied  a  muUo  fortiori  to  a  proclamation  or  writ  of  the 
Executive  of  the  State.  In  that  case,  the  people  must  be 
presumed  to  have  acted  on  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
constitution,  (which,  also,  they  are  presumed,  as  every 
body  is  presumed,  to  know,^  and  not  en  the  raistsken 
views,  or  ^arbitrary  behests  of'^the  Governor. 

This  point,  he  repeated,  appeared  to  him  perfectly  clear. 
He  had  no  doubt  whatever,  that  if  tbe  vacancy  wei« 
properly  filled  under  a  writ  from  the  Executive,  it  was 
filled  both  by  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  tbe  constitution, 
for  the  whole  term,  which  no  Slate  has  any  color  of  r^ht 
either  to  divide  or  to  prolong.  He  might  be  the  more 
confident  in  this  opinion,  because  it  had  been  repeatedly  es- 
tablished by  the  highest  tribunal  in  South  CaroUna,  in 
analogous  cases.  In  those  cases,  oflicers  whose  term  of 
service  was  defined  in  the  constitution  of  the  States,  but 
who  have  been  commissioned  for  a  difikrent  term,  had  uni- 
formly been  remitted  to  their  constitutional  tenure. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  L.  concluded  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected  for  the  whole  26th  Congress ;  and,  after 
adding  a  few  words,  touching  the  part  which  Mr.  Claiborne 
had  taken  in  the  North  Carolina  election  as  entitling  his 
case  to  the  candid  examination  of  the  House,  without  dis- 
tinction of  parties,  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  in  reference  to  this  par- 
ticular election,  he  could  suggest  a  plausible  reason  why 
the  present  members  should  retain  their  seats — a  reason 
which  had  not  as  yet  been  urged,  and  to  which  he  con- 
fessed he  should  be  puzzled  to  find  an  objection.  It  was 
this :  the  House  of  Representatives  was  composed  of  mem- 
bere  chosen  every  second  year ;  and  the  constitution  said 
that  the  States  should  regulate  the  manner  and  time  of 
choosing  them,  unless  Congress  should  interfere.  The 
State  of  Mississippi  had  acted  in  accordance  with^this  pro- 
vision, and  had  elected  her  Representatives  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  two  years.  The  time  of  their  election  had  not  yet 
expired,  and  if  they  had  been  permiUed  to  retain  their  seats 
to  this  period,  in  that  view  of  the  case  he  would  confess 
that  if  the  objection  were  urged,  he  should  be  puzzled  to 
set  it  aside.  Under  the  letter  of  the  constitution  there  was 
nothing  to  prohibit  it 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  thought  that,  if  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  with  all  his  legal  knowledge, 
both  of  the  State  law  and  that  of  the  constitution,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  terms  of  election  would  expire  with  the 
present  session,  (and  that  was  his  opinion,  he  having  in- 
serted a  clause  in  the  writ  to  that  effect,)  then  it  would  be 
a  fair  inference  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  had  a  similar  impression. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  hoped  the  gentleman  would  allow  him 
to  state  that,  at  the  time  of  his  and  his  coUesgne's  elec- 
tion, there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  among  the  people 
of  Mississippi  but  that,  whoever  were  elected,  were  elected 
for  the  whole  term  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress. 

Mr.  MASON  disclaimed  any  disrespect  to  the  gentle- 
men from  that  State,  but  had  merely  stated  what,  in  his 
opinion,  was  a  fair  inference,  without  knowing  any  thing 
about  facts.  He  then  went  on  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee.    After  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES, 

The  House  adjourned. 
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TUEBDAT,  OCTOBSB  3. 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

After  the  presentation  of  memorials,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tiie  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gholsox  and  Claiborhx, 
of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  HATNES  said  that,  until  particular  circumstances 
had  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  of  discussion  yester- 
day, he  had  not  intended  to  participate  in  it. 

In  proceeding  to  eiamine  the  claim  of  the  sitting  mem'> 
hers  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  seats  in  this  House, 
two  points  were  presented  for  consideration.  The  first 
and  most  important  is,  did  such  a  Tacancy  exist  in  the 
representation  as  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  issue  his 
writ  of  election  for  filling  it  ?  And  the  second  is,  admit- 
ting such  vacancy  to  have  existed,  how  far  is  tiie  valid- 
ity of  the  election  afiected  by  its  being  limited  to  the  pres- 
ent extra  session  of  Congress  by  the  procltfmation  of  the 
Governor  1  . 

In  considering  the  first  question — ^the  question  of  vacan- 
cy— and  in  the  various  definitions  which  honorable  gen- 
tlemen bad  given  of  that  term,  be  thought  they  bad  con- 
fined themselves  to  too  nice  and  rigid  a  tecbnicality.  In 
the  clause  of  tbe  constitution  which  confers  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  the  right,  and  which  imposes  on  him  the 
duty,  to  order  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  this  House, 
no  term  of  limitation  is  used  restricting  that  right  and  that 
duty  to  any  particular  set  of  circumstances  whatsoever. 
The  words  of  tbe  constitution  are :  **  When  vacancies 
happen  in  the  representation  of  a  Sute,  the  Executive  au- 
thority thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies." Could  language  be  more  broad  than  that  em- 
ployed by  the  federal  convention  in  empowering  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  to  fill  vacancies  in  this  House  1  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  But,  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  upon 
the  subject  of  vacancy  or  no  vacancy,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  gentlemen  had  carried  to  the  consideration  of  the 
causes  which  might  produce  such  vacancy,  the  same  nar- 
row and  erroneous  notions  which  had  governed  their  in- 
terpretation of  the  term  vacancy  itself.  They  had  con- 
fined those  causes  exclusively  to  tbe  act  of  the  individual 
incumbent,  or  the  providence  of  God  acting  upon  him, 
when  it  should  have  been  equally  applied  to  those  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  no  vacancy  should  be  suffered 
to  eiist  without  having  it  immediately  filled. 

To  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  of  what  was 
meant  by  the  federal  convention  in  conferring  upon  the 
Governor  of  a  State  the  power  of  causing  vacancies  in  this 
House  to  be  filled,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  mo- 
tive of  that  body  in  organizing  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  what  was  that  motive  ?  In  announcing 
that  motive,  he  would  place  himself  upon  ground  which 
he  was  very  sure  no  gentleman  would  controvert :  that,  in 
creating  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  well  as  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention,  in  each  case,  to 
create  a  perpetual  office.  That  this  was  the  office,  is  the 
necessary  consequence  of  their  high  purpose  to  create  a 
perpetual  Government.  They  gave  to  the  Senators  the 
term  of  six,  and  to  the  Representatives  the  term  of  two 
years.  But  as  a  consequence,  too^obvious  and  inevitable 
to  be  contested,  of  creating  a  perpetual  office  to  carry  on 
a  perpetual  Government,  the  succession  must  also  be  per- 
petual. In  proof  of  such  intention,  various  considerations, 
of  a  character  too  irresistible  to  be  denied,  may  be  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  In  setting  the  new 
system  in  motion,  its  operation  commenced  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1789;  thus  fixing  the  time  from  which  the  consti- 
tutional term  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  computed.  All  tbe  elections  to 
Congrese  w^re  completed  in  anticipation  of  it ;  and,  oii 
that  day«  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  was  the  first  aes- 


sion  of  the  first  Congress  commenced,  thus  fixing  the  start- 
ing point  for  calculating  the  commencement  of  every  8uc« 
cessive  term  of  service  in  this  House. 

In  ascertaining  the  intenfion  of  the  parties  to  contraoC» 
whether  public  or  private^  we  might  derive  instruction 
from  a  reference  to  their  practice  under  it.  There  were 
thirteen  States  concerned  in  forming  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, seven  of  which,  together  with  two  others  since  form- 
ed of  portions  of  them,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  now  keep  up  a  ^lerpetnal  succes- 
sion in  this  House,  sending  here  one  hundred  and  eighteen  "^ 
out  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  members  who  repre- 
sent the  old  thirteen  States.  The  intention  to  preserve 
the  perpetual  succession  already  adverted  to,  is  as  plainly 
indicated  in  the  power  conferred  upon  the  Governor  of  a 
State  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  reserved  to  Congress  t« 
legislate  in  default  of  State  legislation,  as  it  well  could 
have  been,  so  far  from  there  %eing  such  repugnance  be- 
tween them  as  gentlemen  have  contended  for. 

The  language  of  the  constitution  is,  "tbe  times,  places, 
and  manner  oi  holding  elections  of  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  prescribed  in  each  Slate  by  the  I^egis- 
lature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
choosing  Senators.*'  For  what  purpose  could  the  power 
be  reserved  to  Congress  over  tiqie  and  manner  of  choosing 
Senatora,  and  time,  manner,  and  place  of  choosing  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  conferred  on  the 
Governors  of  die  States,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  those  offices  constantly  filled  1  It  would  seem  to 
be  impossible  to  forego  the  conclusion  that  this  was  the 
purpose  of  the  convention,  and  no  other.  In  considering^ 
this  point,  gentlemen  seemed  to  him  to  have  erred  in  ta- 
king it  for  granted  that  Congress  and  the  States  had  done 
every  thing  required  of  them  by  the  constitution,  when 
there  had,  according  to  his  view  of  the  subject,  been  a 
glaring  omission  by  both,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  election 
of  R^resentatives  in  Congress  haa  been  postponed  be- 
yond the  day  on  which  the  constitutional  term  commences 
biennially,  counting  from  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1789. 
He  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion,  which  he  did  not 
lielieve  a  proper  examination  of  the  subject  could  restst, 
that  a  perpetual  ofike  having  been  created,  perpetual  auc- 
ctwionk  must  follow  as  an  inevitable  consequence;  and 
whenever  such  perpetual  succession  is  broken,  either  by 
the  act  of  the  incumbent  or  the  constituent  body  entitled 
to  fill  it,  a  vacancy  existed  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
constitution,  which  it  is  the  right,  and  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  duty,  of  the  Governor  to  cause  to  be  filled,  by  is- 
suing his  writ  of  election. 

But  to  show  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  op- 
posite doctrine,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  state  that  there 
was  an  actual  House  of  Representatrves  in  existence,  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  by  the  previous  election  of  more 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  members,  making  a  constitu- 
tional quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.     Suppose 
some  great  nBtionsl  contingency  had  then  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  convene  Congress  at  the  earliest  prac-x 
ticable  period.     There  was  a  constitutional  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business  in  existence  ;  and  no  one  can 
deny  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Executive,  under  tKe 
conUngency  supposed,   to  call  them  together.     But  al- 
though a  quorum  might  have  been  so  convened,  and  might 
constitutionally  have  proceeded  to  transact  tbe  public  busi- 
neas,  a  majority  of  the  States  would  have  remained  unrep- 
resented for  months,  unless  their  respective  Governors  had 
issued  writs  of  election,  according  to  the  plain  intent  and. 
meaning  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution  requiring  thent 
to  issue  writs  of  election  for  filling  vacancies  in  this  body  ^ 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  bears  up* 
on  this  question.    It  has  been  contended  that,  v  t&« 
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States  are  only  required  to  elect  RepreeenUtiTee  once  in 
two  years,  the  time  of  election  is,  with  them,  wholly  a 
jaatter  of  diacretion.  Bat  this  '»  certainly  an  erroneous 
tiew  of  the  snbject,  aa  that  discretion  was  plainly  intend- 
ed to  be  limited  by  the  neeesdty  of  the  case ;  the  neceaiity 
of  keeping  a  perpetual  aneeeasion  nnbioken  and  entire. 
By  the  conctitation,  no  day  was  fixed  for  commencing  the 
opermlions  of  ^  new  Government.  That  was  settled  by 
an  ofdioance  of  the .  Congress  ^wliich  ceased  to  exist  the 
moment  the  federal  constitution  went  into  opdratjon ;  and 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  was  the  day  appointed  by 
them.  As  the  constitution  fixed  the  representative  term 
at  two  years,  and  as  that  term  was  to  date  its  commence- 
ment at  the  4th  of  March,  the  elections  in  the  several 
States  were  intended  to  conform  to  it.  If  this  principle 
^onld  not  govern,  and  a  majority  of  the  Sutes  postpone, 
as  they  now  postpone*  thetr  elections  beyond  the  day  on 
which  Che  term  commences,  their  Representatives  are  not 
elected  ftr  the  term  prescribed  by  the  constitution ;  and 
hence  we  arriTe  at  the  result,  that  in  all  such  cases  there 
is  a  vaeuicy,  and  such  a  vacancy  as  is  contemplated  by 
the  ooaetitation  In  the  clause  empowering  and  requiring 
their  Governors  to  fill  vacancies.  If,  then,  by  the  negli- 
gence of  those  States  and  of  Congress,  the  perpetuity  of 
the  aneosssion  has  been  broken,  how  can  that  deprive  a 
Goveinor  of  his  constitutional  right,  or  excuae  him  from 
his  high  eonstitutional  obligation  to  see  that  the  vacancy 
dtali  be  filled  1  There  is  certainly  no  conflict  between  the 
rights  of  the  States  or  of  Congress  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Goveinor  on  the  .other,  under  this  view  of  the  solgect. 
.It  waa  made  the  duty  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  Imd 
in  default  of  them  of  Congress,  to  keep  up  a  perpetual  suc- 
cession in  tlie  representative  body  ;  and  in  the  failure  of 
either  to  do  so^  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of 
a  State  leqnire  of  him  to  supply  Uie  omission.  Nor  is 
this  view  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  but  in 
snppoit  and  affirmance  of  them.  In  the  case  already  sop- 
peeed,  or  a  convention  of  Congress  at  the  commencement 
of  the  oonstitadional  term,  according  to  the  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  those  who  oppose  the  regularity  of  the  Missis- 
sppi  elecGlbn  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  vacancy,  a 
majority  of  the  States^  under  their  present  election  laws, 
might  leaaain  unrepresented  for  months,,  and  their  constit- 
ueo^  oaheord  in  this  body.  But,  according  to  the  view 
presented  by  him,  every  State  in  the  Union  would  be 
Tfpieseutud  with  no  more  delay  than  might  be  necessary 
fo€  their  Governor  to  convene  the  electors  by  his  proclama-. 
tion.  The  cooclnmon  of  his  argument  was,  that  aa  the 
leprcaentatiTe  ofiice  is  perpetual,  and  as  that  carries  with 
it  perpetual  succession,  if  the  State  Legislature  shall  so 
httve  it  that  on  Ihe  4th  of  March,  corresponding  with  the 
biennial  commenoement  of  the  representative  term  in  this 
HoosOp  any  State  ibidl  be  unrepresented,  a  vacancy  has 
bappeQed,  on  which  arises  the  power  and  the  obligation 
of  the  Governor  to  cause  it  to  be  filled*  He  said  he  was 
aware  that  this  might  be  considered  a  novel  doctrine ;  but 
it  waa  the  legitimate  consequence  of  his  original  proposi- 
tion, the  perpetuity  of  the  representative  office,  and  lis 
neceaaary  result  c»f  a  perpetual  succession ;  and  be  had  al- 
icady  ahown  that  the  people  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
cstablishBieDi  of  the  doctrine.  If,  then,  his  premises  and 
eoodosion  were  legitimate,  there  waa  a  vacancy  in  the 
repeaeotation  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  requiring  of  the 
GovoDor  tp  issoe  hia  writ  of  election  for  filling  it ;  that 
snch  wiit  had  been  iasued ;  the  people  bad  assembled  at 
the  piacea,  and  heU  the  election  in  the  manner  required, 
and,  aa  a  consequenoe,  the  honorable  gentlemen  claiming 
saata  in  this  House  as  Representatlvea  from  that  State,  are 
as  dearly  entitled  to  them  as  any  members  belonging  to  i^ 
In  ragtfd  to  the  seeond  point  in  the  case,  the  limitation 
Btteopied  to  be  imposed  by  the  Governor  upon  the  term 
for  which  menkbera  were  to  be  elected,  it  seemed  to  him  to' 


be  waste  of  words  to  discuss  it.  There  was  a  vacancy, 
and  a  vacancy  running  to  the  close  of  the  Congressional 
term.  The  Governor  was  not  only  authorized,  but  re^ 
quired,  to  issue  his  writ  of  election  to  fill  it.  He  did  issue 
that  writ,  and  because  of  the  attempt  to  limit  the  term  to 
the  present  session,  will  any  one  seriously  urge  that  the 
whole  proceeding  is  vitiated  by  it  ? 

For  whose  benefit  was  that  election  ordered  to  take 
place  1  For  the  people  of  Mississippi.  By  whom  was  it 
conducted?  By  the  people  who  were  interested  in  it. 
And,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  the  whole  canvass  was  con- 
ducted with  a  perfect  understanding,  that  the  election 
would  cover  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Congress.  -And,  more,  the  canvass  Dtas  animated,  the 
election  was  full,  and  decided  by  a  large  majority.  Who 
then  will  have  the  hardihood  to  say,  because  the  Governor, 
in  performing  his  constitutional  duty  of  ordering  an  flec- 
tion to  fill  a  vacancy,  attempted  to  limit  and  control  the 
duration  of  that  vacancy,  that  the  foil  and  free  expression 
of  the  public  will  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  shall  pass 
unregarded  in  this  House  1  For  his  own  part,  in  every 
question  involving  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  should 
always  hg  found  in  support  of  those  rights  to  the  best  of 
hia  ability. 

Mr.  SL  ADE  contended  that  neither  the  resolution  nor  the 
amendment  took  tiie  true  ground.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  members  elected  were  entitled  to  hold  their  seats  during 
the  entire  continuance  of  the  85lh  Congress,  and  he  did 
believe  they  were  entitied  to  seats  at  the  extca  session ;  and 
if  any  gentleman  would  bring  forward  a  proposition  to  this 
effect,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  waa  not  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  but  if  he  was  compelled  to  decide  between  it 
and  the  original  resolution,  he  would  be  compelled  to  vote 
for  it.  From  the  most  careful  examination  which  he  could 
give  the  subject,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
a  vacancy  had  happened  as  was  contemplated  by  the  con- 
stitution. He  contended  that  the  Governor  had  the  power 
to  fill  up  this  vacancy,  by  iasuing  his  writ  of  election  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  the  time  of  the  regular  election  under 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  went  into  a  lengthy  ar- 
gument in  support  of  this  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  thought  it  perfeeUy  manifest  that 
the  people  of  Mississippi  intended  to  have  Representatives 
in  Congress  at  the  present  extra  session,  and  he  was  glad 
that  by  the  rules  of  the  House  the  gentlemen  were  permit- 
ted to  take  seats  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be- 
cause he  was  alwaya  willing  to  take  into  account  the  wiU 
of  the  constituency.  It  was  assumed,  however,  that  the 
people  believed,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  that  they  were 
electing  Representatives  for  the  twenty-fifth  Congress ;  but 
this  he  took  to  be  an  improper  assumption ;  because  the 
people  were  only  authorised  by  the  Governor  to  vote  for 
members  to  the  extm  session  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
was  bat  fair  to  presume  that  the  people  were  not  generally 
of  opinion  that  they  were  electing  members  for  the  whole 
of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.  They  were  led  to  believe^ 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  that  the  term  of  those 
they  were  voting  for  would  expire  at  the  time  when  the 
existing  law  of  the  State  provides  that  the  election  for 
members  of  Congress  should  take  place.  He  contended 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  authorise 
an  election  for  the  whole  of  the  25th  Congress ;  becanae, 
if  the  Governor  waa  clothed  with  this  power,  he  could  set 
aside  the  laws  of  the  State  entirely.  He  contended  that 
the  real  difficulty  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi  election  wsa 
defective  legislation ;  because  the  Legislature  had  not  pro- 
vided for  the  exigency  which  might  arise  in  case  of  a  call 
of  an  extra  session  of  Congress  immediately  after  the  fourth 
of  March.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  proper  course  would 
have  been  for  the  Governor  to  call  the  Legislature  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  filling  up  the  vacancy  which  had  occur* 
red,  and  cited  the  late  election  in  Rhode  Island  as  an  illue- 
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tration  of  his  idea.  There  the  Legislature  provided  for  the 
case  of  an  earlier  election  of  Representatives  to  Congreu, 
and  no  one  dreamed  that  this  difficulty  would  be  remedied 
by  the  Governor  iesuing  his  writ  of  election  to  supply  the 
vacancy. 

Mr.  HOWARD  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
I  am  not  disposed,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,^  to  repeat  arma- 
ments which  have  been  already  urged  with  great  effect  by 
those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate.  The  poinU 
involved  in  the  case  have  been  fully  stated,  and,  indeed, 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
PsNirTBACKBB,]  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,, 
left  but  little  original  matter  to  be  urged  by  those  whQ  might 
be  inclined  to  follow  him  upon  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  fairness  with  which  he  stated  the  case,  and  the 
logical  comments  which  he  made  as  he  passed  its  difTerent 
branches  under  review,  almost  exhausted  the  argument, 
and  only  a  little  gleaning  can  be  found,  here  and  there, 
lying  upon  the  field  which  he  traversed.  He  has  reversed 
the  example  of  the  benevolent  Jew  in  scripture,  and  in- 
stead of  purposely  leaving  an  occasional  nandfol  io  be 
picked  up  by  the  humble  and  industrious  gleaner,  as  a  re- 
ward for  patient  toil,  he  has  scarcely  left  enough^  make, 
when  collected,  a  single  sheaf.  Unwilling  to  seize  upon 
the  produce  of  another  man's  labor,  by  appropriating  to 
my  own  use  an  entire  shock,  as  is  too  often  done  in  this 
House,  I  should  have  remained  a  silent  spectator  of  the  seene, 
if  it  were  not  that  I  have  been  induced  to  explore  for  my- 
self a  comer  which  has  hitherto  escaped  observation,  the 
result  of  which  inquiry  I  will  bring  particularly  to  your 
notice,  after  some  general  observations  upon  the  subject. 

The  facts  in  the  case  are  few  and  admitted.  The  Le^ 
gislature  of  Mississippi  omitted  to  provide  by  law  for  hold- 
ing an  election  for  members  of  Congress,  in  case  a  special 
session  of  that  body  might  be  convened  by  the  President 
before  November,  and  the  Governor  ordered  an  election  to 
be  held,  directing  that  the  poisons  chosen  should  retain 
their  seats  until  the  recurrence  of  the  regular  election,  in 
November,  andi  two  members  are  now  in  their  seats  in  this 
body  under  that  proceeding.  Are  they  members  of  the  en- 
tire twenty -fiAh  Congress,  or  for  apart  of  it,  or  is  the 
whole  election  void  ?  These  are  the  questions  which  we 
must  consider,  and  reply  to  one  or  other  of  them  in  the 
affirmative.  There  is  no  other  choice.  We  must  select 
out  of  the  three  positions  any  one  that  we  prefer,  upon 
which  our  judgment  can  rest  with  the  greatest  degree  of 
satisfaction.  But,  although  we  are  presented  with  three 
opinions,  (not  concurring  in  the  propriety  of  the  phrase, 
three  alternatives,  I  will  not  use  i^)  yet  it  is  remarkable ' 
that,  when  we  come  to  vote,  we  must  discard  one,  and 
choose  between  the  remaining  two.  A  majority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  have  reported  a  resolution  declar- 
ing that  the  election  is  valid,  and  that  the  members  chosen 
under  it  must  hold  their  seats  for  the  entire  term  of  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress ;  and  a  minority  have  reported  a  res- 
olution declaring  the  election  to  have  been  totally  void. 
No  one  has  proposed  to  amend  either  one,  so  as  to  obtain 
a  vote  upon  the  proposition  that  the  sitting  members  are 
entitled  to  their  seats  until  November,  and  no  longer ;  and 
Until  some  one  shall  offer  such  an  amendment,  there  is  no 
basis  upon  which  those  who  hold  such  an  opinion  can  ex- 
press it  by  their  vote,  and  the  House,  therefore,  must  select, 
according  to  its  best  judgment,  one  of  the  only  two  prop- 
ositions before  it  The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
SibASB,]  who  has  just  addressed  the  Chair,  showed  a  de- 
sire to  rest  his  vote  upon  this  theory,  but  abstained  from 
drawing  it  forth  from  the  shadowy  obscurity  in  which  it 
now  lies,  by  presenting  it  in  the  form  of  a  distinct  propo- 
sition. It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  his  reluctance  to 
adopt  the  report  of  the  minority.  The  high  authority  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  that  our  country  has 
ever  produced,  and  who  was  known  to  be  a  favorite  poli- 


tician with  that  gentleman,  is  directly  in  his  path ;  and  I 
am  not  at  all  surprised  that  his  respect  for  the  character 
and  attainments  of  the  late  William  Wirt  was  too  strong 
to  permit  him  to  run  counter  to  the  recorded  opinion  of  that 
distinguished  man.  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  (o  refer 
particularly  to  tl^at  opinion,  and  only  allude  to  it  now  to 
show  its  power  in  driving  from  a  concurrent  with  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  all  those  who  attach  any  value  to  his 
construction  of  the  constitution,  even  although  they  take 
refuge  in  a  theory  so  unsubstantial  that  no  one  will  call 
upon  the  House  for  a  vote  upon  it.  It  is  not  w<wlh  while 
to  consume  time  by  attacking  a  hypothesis  in  which  its  own 
friends  do  not  appear  to  have  the  slightest  confidence;  but 
I  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the  doctrines  which 
would  break  up  the  constitutional  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  this  House  into  any  number  of  long  or  short 
periods,  according  to  the  humor  or  policy  of  eveiy  State, 
seems  to  be  as  new  as  it  is  visionary.  For  wise  purposes, 
which  it  is  easy  to  see,  the  fraroers  of  the  constitution  di- 
rected that  we  should  perform  the  duties  apperUiniog  to 
our  stations  here  for  two  years,  and  we  have  taken  upon 
ourselves  the  high  responsibility  of  executing  these  im- 
portant trusts  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  anxiously  watch- 
ing every  step  that  we  take.  The  obligation  rests  upon 
every  State  in  the  Union  to  be  represented  here,  and  it  can- 
not fulfil  it  by  instalments,  by  portioning  out  the  debt 
which  it  owes  to  iu  sister  States,  and  discharging  a  little 
at  a  time.  The  whole  House  has  a  Tight— the  whole  na- 
tion has  a  right^to  the  benefit  which  the  experience  of 
even  some  months  may  confinr  upon  the  membera  of  thi* 
body.  The  measures  which  may  be  proposed  and  discus- 
sed,  must  be  decided  upon  by  the  same  individuals  who 
have  assisted  in  proposing  and  discussing  them.  We  come 
in  -together  and  must  go  out  together.  We  resemble,  in 
this  respect,  the  changes  of  horses  in  a  stage  coach ;  and 
the  idea  that  a  part  of  us  can  serve' but  for  a  portion  of  our 
legislative  journey,  then  to  be  superseded  by  fresh  comers, 
is  as  unfounded  as  it  would  be  ridicolous  to  stop  a  coach  at 
every  mile  to  change  a  single  horse  in  the  team.  But,  as 
I  have  already  remarked,  whilst  membera  upon  this  floar 
are  using  this  theory  in  debate,  no  one  lias  sufficient  rcli«- 
ance  upon  its  correctness  to  call  for  a  vote  of  the  House  upon 
it.     I  will  therefore  dismiss  it  from  further  eonsideration. 

Whilst  listening  to  the  arguments  by  which  the  friends 
of  the  two  propositions  before  us  sustained  their  respective 
opinions,  thei^e  was  one  reflection  whioh  pFsased  itself  upon 
me.  It  was  this.  Both  sides  agree,  as  they  ought  to  do, 
in  attaching  primary  importance  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi,  and  profess  themselves  desirous  to  carry 
that  will  into  efifect,  if  they  can  only  find  out  what  it  is. 
One  expression  of  their  wish  is  admitted  on  all  hands.  All 
agree  that  the  people  of  that  Sute  intended  to  be  repieaent- 
ed  here  at  this  extra  session,  and  made  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  be  so.  Those  who  advocate  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority, and  are  willing  to  declare  the  election  totally  void, 
of  course  intend  to  shut  the  doora  of  this  hall  upon  the  sit- 
ting membera  from  the  moment  that  the  resolution  passes. 
If  we  adopt  it  to-day,  they  cannot  come  among  us  to-mor- 
row, and  Mississippi  would  have  no  Representatives  here. 
So  far,  then,  as  the  people  of  that  State  have  expressed  a 
clear  desire,  about  which  there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  any 
•oontroveray,  to  have  a  share  in  the  important  decisions  of 
this^extra  sesrion,  just  so  far  must  we  allow  that  expreasion 
to  Ikve  controlling  influence  in  the  vote  which  we  may 
gilip,  provided  that  vote  be  regulated  solely  by  a  regard  to 
ttmt  wishes.  What  then  is  the  attitude  of  the  two  parts 
of  the  House  ?  Let  us  see  how  they  stand  as  to  the  ob- 
servance of  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mississippi.  Two 
gentlemen  present  themselves  here  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  having  filed  their  credentials  with  the  clerk,  and 
I  offer  to  be  sworn  in,  as  usual.  No  opposing  claimant  ap- 
pears.    No  petition  is  presented  from  a  single  man  in 
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Miisisappi,  oontestiog  thar  fleato.  The  day  upon  which 
CoAgTOM  was  to  meet  was  notorioufl,  known  probably  to 
every  voter  in  the  State ;  and  yrt  no  voice  is  heard  from 
that  quarter,  casting  a  suspicion  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
election.  A  member  of  this  Hoiise,  actuated  apparently 
by  a  giMLteT  leal  for  the  preservpUoR  of  thO  elective  Iran- 
chise  and  laws  of  Mississippi  tlil^n  was  felt  by  any  citizen 
of  that  State,  rises  an  interposes  to  objection  to  those  two 
gentlemen  taking  their  seats;  and  that,  too,  before  the  facts 
in  the  case  were  known,  or  could  be  ascertained  by  any 
impartial  tribonal,  owing  to  the  ittperfect  organisation  of 
the  House.  The  people  of  MissilBsippi  were  supposed  to 
be  so  indifferent  to  Iheir  own  rights,  or  so  incapable  of  as- 
serting them,  that  it  became  neo^Msary  to  assume  a  guard- 
iandiip  over  them  to  protect  their  Injured  innocence.  The 
House,  however,  rejected  this  mottstroos  interference,  and 
wisely  reserved  the  consideration  ol  all  questions  that  might 
grow  out  of  the  election,  until  the  facts  could  be  settled  by 
a  committee.  The  business  of  thr  session  went  on.  Still 
no  competitors  for  the  seats  appeared.  No  petition  was 
preMUted  contesting  the  election.  The  people  whom  these 
two  gentlemen  claimed  to  represent,  seemed  to  be  satisfied, 
as  fitf  as  silence  can  be  construed  into  acquiescence ;  and, 
in  these  days  of  freedom  of  speech,  men  are  not  apt  to  re- 
main ^lent  where  they  think  there  is  cause  of  complaint. 
At  the  request  of  these  members  themselves,  the  Commit- 
C0S  of  Elections  were  directed  to  look  into  the  matter,  and 
up  to  this  moment  of  discussing  the  two  reports  which  they 
have  given  as,  not  even  a  haK-stifled  hum  has  been  heard 
in  Misstssippi  expressive  of  discontent  with  the  election : 
and  yet  this  spotaneous  guardianrhip  continues  to  be  ex- 
ercised for  the  protection  of  the  rigbti  of  those  people,  and 
we  are  urged,  out  of  great  tenderness  towards  them,  to  de- 
clare an  election  void  which  they  have  made,  lest,  forsooth, 
we  may  violate  their  will  by  confirming  it.  Do  the  gen- 
tlemen wlio  thus  argue  feel  with  Bassanio,  when  he  is  ad- 
dressing Portia,  that  they  are  inclined 

'*  To  do  a  greal  right,  do  a  liule  wronr, 
had  curb  iliis  cruel  devit  of  his  wlU  V* 

Are  tbej  diasaltsfied  with  the  manher  in  which  the  election 
has  resnlied,  and  would  gladly  seize  upon  any  reason  for 
trying  it  over  again  1  I  will  not  suppose  it;  but  it  is  a 
singular  eoinodence  that  every  member  of  this  House  who 
has  addraseed  it  upon  this  subject,  who  is  of  diflferent  poli- 
tics  from  the  two  members  returned  from  Mississippi,  is  in 
hror  of  aeCtiDg  aside  their  election.  I  can  readily  under- 
stand hosr  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  the 
constitotional  point  involved  iii  the  case,  upon  which  I 
mean  to  touch  presently,  but  I  cannot  consent  that  they 
should  place  the  vindication  of  their  course  upon  a  desire 
to  carry  out  the  popular  will.  Suppose,  sir,  that  we  adopt 
the  reaoiution  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  and  declare 
the  election  void ;  and  suppose  that  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi eoold  interrogate  us  why  wo  had  done  so.  If  we 
answered  tttat  we  had  pnid  respect  to  their  will,  they  would 
reply  that  their  will  was  to  be  represented  at  this  important 
extra  session,  and  that  we  knew  it ;  for  we  do  know  it,  and 
all  admit  it.  If  they  pressed  the  inquiry  still  further,  and 
a^ked  why  we  had  destroyed  the  political  existence  of  those 
to  whom  they  had  shown  themselves  wedded,  would  it  do 
to  reply  aa  Richatd  does  to  Lady  Anne,  when  she  upbraids 
him  with  destroying  her  spouse,  that  he  «did  it  to  help 
her  to  a  better  husband  V*  Arc  gentlemen  such  devoted 
friends  and  lovers  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  that  they 
would  put  out  of  the  way  the  object  of  their  choice,  in 
order  to  give  them  a  chance  of  making  a  better  selection  1 
I  think  that  they  would  not  be  as  placable  as  was  the  lady. 
They  would  be  apt  to  reject  the  doubtful  Aricndship  of  their 
self-appointed  guardians,  who,  from  a  nervous  apprehen- 
ROQ  leat  thoae  people  may  be  injured  in  their  rights,  at 
once  fisfranchise  them ;  and,  from  a  morlnd  sensitiveness 
lest  their  free  sotfrage  may  be  endangered,  turn  the  ac- 


knowledged members  of  their  choice  out  of  this  hall  for  the 
remainder  of  this  extra  session.  Whether  we  may  remain 
here  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time,  makes  no  dif- 
ference in  the  argument.  It  is  certain  that  we  shall  have 
to  decide  some  important  queeiUons  which  wiU  be  closely 
contested,  and  the  absence  of  two  members  may  decide  the 
fate  of  measures  to  which  the  whole  country  is  looking 
with  deep  anxiety  ;  and,  besides,  the  question  of  time  can 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  point  which  I  am  now  consider- 
ing. I  am  endeavoring  to  show  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  ad- 
mitted, upon  all  hands,  that  the  people  of  Mississippi  have 
clearly  shown  their  wish  to  be  represented  here  during  this 
extra  session,  and  those  who  sustain  the  report  of  the 
minority,  which  sets  the  election  asidis,  are,  of  course,  for 
ejecting  the  sitting  members  forthwith,  it  will  not  do  fer 
them  to  rest  the  justificstion  of  their  proceeding  upon  tho 
ground  that  they  are  anxious  to  carry  into  effect  the  will 
of  that  State.  They  are  committing  the  very  act  which 
they  profess  to  be  anxious  to  avoid.  -Whilst  they  are  urg- 
ing upon  us  their  extreme  care  to  follow  the  popular  will, 
they  are  forcibly  divorcing  the  people  (as  the  use  of  this 
word  finds  its  way  into  every  subject  at  thii^  session)  from 
the  object  of  their  choice ;  and,  as  gentle  dissuasives  wilt 
not  succeed,  they  apply  ihe  figurative  wedge  and  sledge- 
hammer violently  to  separate  those  who  are  living  volun- 
tarily in  close  alliance.  Sir,  let  the  supporters  of  the 
minority  report  rest  their  arguments  upon  a  refined  ahd 
technical  construction  of  the  constitution,  but  let  them  not 
assume  the  untenable  position  that  they  are  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mississippi. 

But  It  is  said  that  although  it  is  admitted  thaUan  elec- 
tion was  held  for  the  present  extra  session,  yet>  there  is  no 
evidence  that  there  was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
people  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  sitting  members  should 
continue  any  longer  than  that  time.  I  grant  that  it  is  not 
leasy  to  ascertain  how  this  is ;  but  still  there  is  enough  from 
which  to  draw  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  One  of  the  sitting 
members  has  publicly  declared,  in  his  plafee,  upon  his  re- 
sponsibility as  a  member  of  the  House,  that,  during  tho 
canvass,  no  other  opinion  was  expressed  from  any  quarter 
than  that  the  election  was  for  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  candidates  and  voters  universally  so  con- 
sidered it.  We  know,  also,  that  the  presses  upon  both 
sides  spoke  of  it  in  the  same  way ;  and  we  have  a  still 
stronger  evidence  of  what  the  public  opinion  was,  and  is, 
in  the  fact  that  at  this^moment  there  is  only  a  single  can- 
didate in  the  field  for  the  November  election ;  and  his  is 
rather  a  continuance  of  the  former  canvass  than  the  insti- 
tution of  a  fresh  one.  If  the  general  beKef  was  that  the 
sitting  members  would  hold  their  seats  only  until  Novem- 
ber, it  is  impossible  that  such  a  degree  of  languor  should 
now  prevail.  On  the  contrary,  the  parties  who  fought  so 
fiercely  in  August  would  have  already  buckled  on  their 
armor  for  another  battle  in  November,  more  particularly 
when  the  victors  were  enjoying,  not  their  spoils,  but  their 
welt  earned  honors,  at  this  distance  from  the  theatre  of 
action,  and  when  their  absence  must  necessarily  paralyze, 
in  som^  degree,  the  efforts  of  their  political  friends.  I  rely 
upoh  these  evidences,  slight  as  they  may  be  regarded,  with 
the  more  confidence,  As  no  evidence  at  all  is  ofiered  to 
maintain  the  opposite  poeition,  except  the  mere  proclama- 
tion of  the  Governor,  the  effect  of  which  upon  the  forma* 
tion  of  public  opinion  is  nothing  but  conjecture.  In  all 
cases  of  contested  election,  this  House  has  very  properly 
endeavored  to  ascertain  what  the  intentions  of  the  people 
were,  and  has  disregarded  technical  objections  as  to  mere 
forms.  If  the  two  questions  of  * '  what  did  the  people  mean 
to  do,"  and  **what  have  they  done,"  can  be  satisfactorily 
answered,  the  decisions  of  the  House  have  invariably  cor- 
responded with  those  intentions  and  acts.  In  this  cace, 
therefore,  we  may  sum  up  the  points  thus :  if  we  adopt 
the  rq>ort  of  the  majority,  we  place  the  sitting  members  in 
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their  seaU  for  the  extra  Bession,  which  the  people  of  Mis- 
aissippi  clearly  intended,  and  confirm  them  in  their  seats 
for  the  residue  of  the  Congress,  aboQt  which  some  doubt 
may  exist  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  people,  and,  of  course, 
it  becomes  a  question  of  evidence.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  adopt  the  report  of  the  minority,  we  eject  these  mem- 
bers from  their  seals  forthwith,  which  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi clearly  and  admittedly  did  not  intend,  and  put  those 
people  to  the  trouble  of  another  election,  respecting  their 
desire  for  which  great  doubt  must  also  exist,  as  it  too  is  a 
question  of  evidence.  In  the  former  course ,  we  are  per- 
fectly certain  of  conforming  to  their  will  as  to  a  part  of  our 
decision,  and  in  the  latter  wa  are  equally  certain  that  we 
violate  it.  If,  therefore,  we  are  guided  solely  by  a  regard 
for  their  will,  can  we  hesitato  which  to  adopt  ? 

But  I  concede  that  there  is  something  more  in  this  case 
than  the  single  point  which  I  have  been  considering.  My 
object  hitherto  has  been  to  show  that  the  ground  assumed 
by  the  friends  of  the  minority  resolution  will  not  bear  them 
out  as  far  as  that  point  is  concerned.  Let  us  see  whether 
any  other  position  is  stronger. 

The  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  by  some  unaccountable 
'  oversight,  omitted  to  vest  the  Governor  with  the  power 
.  which  all  other  Governors  possess  under  the  laws  of  their 
respective  States,  of  ordering  an  election  for  members  of 
Congress,  where  a  special  session  may  be  called  for  a  day 
anterior  to  that  designated  in  the  law  of  the  State,  as  the 
one  on  which  the  regular  election  is  to  be  biennially  held. 
The  Governor  thought  that  he  found  an  authority  for  so 
doing  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  thought 
also  that  his  power  under  that  instrument  only  extended  to 
filling  up  the  vacancy  until  the  recurrence  of  the  election 
at  the  usual  time,  and  issued  his  proclamation  and  writ 
accordingly.  As  all  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
minority  resolution  deny  the  existence  of  any  power  in  the 
Governor,  whether  he  had  issued  his  writs  for  the  entire 
25th  Congress  or  only  a  portion  of  it,  t  shall  not  consume 
time  in  examining  the  precise  e£fect  of  the  -writ  which  he 
actually  did  issue ;  because,  by  contesting  his  authority  to 
order  an  election  at  all,  the  opposite  side  appear  to  attach 
no  importance  to  the  mode  in  which  he  exeroised  his 
.  power,  and  therefore  seem  to  acquiesce  in  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  majority  of  the  committee  come  in  theic  re- 
port, of  rejecting  a  part  of  his  writ  as  surplusage.  The 
question  is,  then,  whether  the  Governor  had  any  authority 
to  order  an  election. 

In  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  found  the  clause  which  is  the 
fruitful  theme  of  this  prolonged  debate : 

<*  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from 
any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to.  fill  such  vacancies." 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  clause  is  not  a  dead 
letter,  but  that  it  confers  some  power  of  some  kind  upon 
the  Governors  of  States ;  but  it  is  argued  that  the  power  ex- 
tends only  to  issuing  wriu  of  election  to  fill  vacancies  which 
<«  happen,"  and  much  subtle  refinement  is  resorted  to  in 
order  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between  those  which  do 
and  those  which  do  not  **  happen.'/  And  it  is  further  said 
that  the  term  **  vacancy"  is  not  applicable  to  the  condition 
of  the  representation  from  a  State  when  the  period  of  service 
of  former  members  has  expired,  and  before  the  election  of 
their  successors.  With  regard  to  the  first  position,  I  will 
not  repeat  the  conclusive  lexicography  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pknktbackbr,]  but  content  myself 
with  saying  that  it  certainly  has  not  been,  or  I  believe  at- 
tempted to  be,  answered.  If  the  meaning  of  words  is  to 
be  judged  of  by  authority,  the  books  which  he  has  pro- 
duced conclusively  show  that  the  word  *'  happen"  expres- 
ses a  genus  of  which  **  chance"  is  only  a  species.  No 
matter  what  may  be  the  cause  of  the  vacancy,  whether  it 
has  occurred  by  *'  chance"  or  **  design,"  or  the  expiration 


of  a  term  of  service,  tho  generic  word  equally  includes  it ; 
and  those  who  framed  the  constitution  could  not,  by  the 
most  assiduous  study,  have  discovered  a  word  more  com- 
prehensive in  its  signification  than  the  precise  one  which 
they  adopted.  I  leave  this  branoh  of  the  argument  where 
that  honorable  gentlema||  placed  it,  deeming  it  impossible 
either  to  make  it  more  cltfar  or  refute  it. 

But,  it  is  said,  also,  Inat  there;nras  no  '*vAcancy"  in  the 
representation  from  MiBsisaippi ;  that  a  vacancy  can  take 
place  only  when  a  member  elect  dies,  or  resigns,  or  re- 
moves, and  that  it  cannot  be  created  by  the  expiration  of  a 
term  of  service.  For  this  limitation  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  no  grammatical  authority  is  adduced ;  but  it  rests 
upon  the  arbitrary  assertion  of  those  who  so  construe  iu  I 
should  rather  define  '<  vacancy"  to  mean  the  absence  of 
something  which  ought  to  he  there.  The  limited  mean- 
ing which  is  given  to  it  is  contrary  to  common  sense ;  and 
indeed,  no  grammatical  definition  of  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  given.  All  that  is  said  is,  that  the  case  is  not 
included  within  it.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  resolution 
of  the  minority  should  be  passed  to-day,  and  that,  on  to- 
morrow, when  no  person  was  in  the  'Occupancy  of  the 
chairs  which  are  now  so  worthily  filled  by  tho  two  gentle- 
men from  Mississippi,  an  inquirer  should  ask  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  for  example,  where  was  the  delegation 
from  Mississippi ;  be  would  be  bound  to  reply,  as  he  has 
said  in  his  argument,  there  is  no  "  vacancy"  in  the  repre- 
sentation from  that  State.  But  the  incredulous  interroga- 
tor would  proceed ;  there  is  nobody  in  those  chairs,  and 
they  are  appropriated  to  the  use  of  that  delegation.  Still 
my  learned  friend  wouU  be  obliged  to  insist  upon  it,  that 
there  was  no  vacancy  in  that  representation.  It  is  true,  he 
would  say,  that  Mississippi  has  no  members  upon  this  floor 
in  (hose  chairs,  or  any  where  else ;  but  I  tell  you  there  is 
no  vacancy,  because  she  elected  members  to  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  has  not  elected  any  to  this ;  therefore,  there  is 
no  vacancy.  Do  you  not  perceive,  sir,  that  this  is  the  in- 
evitable result  of  the  argument  upon  the  opposite  side  1 
Because,  if  there  was  no  vacancy  when  the  Governor  is- 
sued his  proclamationy  there  is  none  now ;  and  yet,  see 
how  impossible  it  is  to  convince  the  eyes  of  the  truth  of  the 
argument  addressed  to  the  ears.  I  say,  therefore,  that  this 
construction  of  the.  constitution  is  contrary  to  common 
sense,  however  strongly  it  may  lie  supported  by  technicali- 
ties, and  I  am  no  advocate  for  adopting  refined  and  scholas- 
tic subtleties,  as  the  proper  means  of  interpreting  an  instru- 
ment which  was  intended  to  be  understood  by  plain  men 
in  regulating  the  business  of  life. 

I  wish,  however,  to  refer  you  to  the  journal  of  the  con- 
vention which  framed  the  constitution,  in  order  to  show 
that  the  meaning  which  we  now  giveito  the  clause  which 
I  have  quoted,  is  the  one  which  they  attached  to  it,  when 
it  received  the  assent  of  that  distinguished  body.     But  be- 
fore I  du  this,  let  me  refer  very  briefly  to  the  opinions  of 
two  gentlemen  of  acknowledged  talcpts  who  have,  at  dlfifer- 
ent  periods,  filled  the  ofiice  of  Attorney  Genera^  m  there 
is  an  entire  harmony  between  the  conclusions  which  they 
have  drawn  from  a  cautious  inspection  of  the  constitution 
as  it  is  written,  and  the  design,  of  those  who  made  it,  aa 
manifested  by  the  history  of  their  proceedings.     I  propose 
to  touch  very  summarily  upon  these  opinions,  because  other 
gentlemen  have  examined  them  more  fully,  and  1  desire  to 
avoid  Ihe  repetition  of  what  has  been  already,  and  no  doubt 
better,  said.     In  October,  1823,  and  July,  1832,  cases  oc- 
curred in  the  administration  of  the  Executive  authority, 
which  drew  from  those  who  occupied,  at  those  times,  Uie 
situation  of  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  elabor- 
ate opinions  upon  the  construction  of  that  part  of  the  con- 
stitution which  empowers  the  President  <<  to  fill  up  all  va- 
cancies that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.*' 
It  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  strong  analogy, 
although  not  a  perfect  identity,  between  the  meaning  of 
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this  word  "  happen,"  in  this  claoiBe  of  the  confttitution, 
and  the  one  which  we  ere  considering ;  hecanae,  under 
both,  the  argument  is,  that  a  case  where  there  is  no  incum- 
bent in  office,  owing  to  the  expiration  of  a  term,  is  not  in- 
cluded within  either  clause.  But  Mr.  Wirt  says,  *<The 
substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was  to  keep  these 
ofiices  filled,  and  powers  adequate  to  this  purpose  were  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed.  But  if  the  President  (and  the  re- 
mark is  equally  applicable  to  the  Governor  of  a  State)  shall 
not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circumstanced, 
the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  the  coflstitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious 
construction  of  its  letter." 

He  comes  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  the  vacancy  is  found 
to  exist,  the  constitutional  power  of  providing  for  its  being 
filled  is  immediately  applicable,  and  adds : 

oThls  seems  to  me  the  only  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution which  is  compatible  wi^  its  spirit,  reason,  and  pur- 
pose^ while,  at  the  same  lime,  it  offers  no  violence  to  its 
bngaage ;  and  these,  I  think,  are  the  governing  points  io 
which  all  sound  construction  looks." 

Mr.  Taney,  in  1832,  concurred  in  opinion  with  hispre- 
decesaor,  without  knowing,  however,  that  Mr.  Wirt  bad 
expressed  It,  because  it  was  not  until  he  had  prepared  his 
own,  that  an  examination  into  the  files  of  the  office  resulted 
in  the  discovery  that  Mr.  Wirt  had  been  called  upon  by 
the  Chen  Preaident  for  an  opinion  in  a  similar  case. 

Mr.  Taney  says : 

'*  The  words  used  in  the  constitution  do  not,  I  think, 
by  any  fair  construction,  require  a  distinction  to  be  taken. 
It  was  intended  to  provide  for  those  vacancies  which  might 
arise  frem  accident,  and  the  contingencies  to  which  human 
afikirs  must  always  be  liable.  And  if  it  falls  out  that,  from 
death,  inadvertence,  or  mistake,  an  office  required  by  law 
to  be  filled,  is,  in  the  recess,  found  to  be  {vacant,  then  a 
vacancy  hais  happened  in  the  recess,  and  the  President  may 
fill  it.  This  appears  to  be  the  common  sense  and  natural 
import  o(  the  words  used.  They  mean  the  same  thing  as 
if  the  constitution  had  said  *  if  there  happen  to  be  any  va- 
eancieg  daring  the  reeesa.'  " 

I  propose  now  to  show  that  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion intended  to  attach  this  meaning  to  the  kindred  clause 
which  is  to  govern  our  decision  in  the  case  before  ua,  and 
this  intention  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
oooventioD,  which  I  examined  for  the  satisfaction  of  my 
own  judgment.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  this  point  before  the  House,  I  should  not  have  in- 
terfered in  the  debate,  as  I  stated  in  the  outset  of  my  remarks ; 
but,  having  once  taken  the  field,  I  must  go  through  the 
campaign,  akirmi^hing  with  all  those  adversaries  whom  I 
may  *<  happen  to  encounter." 

The  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  pursued 
the  MHowing  judicious  mode  of  proceeding.  They  first 
settled  general  principles  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
then  appointed  five  of  their  body  to  revise  the  style  of  the 
articles  agreed  upon,  but  without  alteration  of  the  meaning, 
and  to  arrange  them  under  proper  heads.  This  was  the 
extent  of  their  duty.  The  committee  consisted  of  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mr.  King,  who  reported  the  revised  draught  on  the  12th 
of  September,  1787,  which  contained  the  clause  in  the  first 
artide,  word  for  word,  as  we  now  find  it  in  the  constitu- 
tion, viz: 

**When  vacandea  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
Slate,  the  Bxecutive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to.fiU  auch  vacancies." 

The  argument  of  the  friends  of  the  minority  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  is,  that  this  is  a  conditional  grant 
of  power  OT  imposition  of  duty  upon  the  Executive  author- 
ity of  a  Stbte,  taking  effect  only  when  vacancies  *<  hap- 
pen,'* and  not  applying  te  a  case  where  a  vacancy  is  creat- 
ed by  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  service,  as  it  cannot  then 
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be  said  to  «  happen,"  it  not  being  the  work  of  chanoe  or 
accident  I  find,  on  looking  over  the  journal,  that  when 
the  convention  was  employed  in  settling  the  principle 
which  they  meant  to  establidi,  on  the  6th  of  August,  they 
expressed  it  in  these  words : 

**  Vacancies  in  the  House  of  Kepresentativae  shall  be 
supplied  by  writs  of  election  from  the  Executive  authority 
of  the  States  in  the  representation  from  which  they  shall 
happen." — Eiliofs  Debates  on  Federal  Conetiiutioih  vol, 
1,  page  266. 

Every  one  must  see  at  once  that  the  only  difierence  be- 
tween these  two  sentences  is,  that  the  latter  excludes  the 
construction  which  the  friends  of  the  minority  report  with 
to  apply  to  the  former,  and  that  this  vexed  article  is  made 
to  express  the  very  idea  which  Mr.  Wirt  and  Mr.  Taney 
contended  should  be  applied  to  another  clause  upon  the 
same  subject,  coinciding  precisely  with  the  interpretation 
which  those  who  think  with  me  allege  should  be  placed 
u  pon  it.  Without  resorting  to  a  strict  grammatical  analysis, 
eyvj  unpredjudiced  mind  would  agree  at  once,  as  it  seems 
to  tne,  that  the  original  draught  meant  to  provide  for  the 
filUng  up  of  all  vacancies,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  or 
when  they  might  occur ;  and  this  inference  is  impregnably 
fortified  by  a  closer  examination.  The  word  **wbeny"  which 
is  considered  as  drawing  after  it  a  limitation  of  power,  by 
admittirtg  only  a  certain  class  of  cases^  and  excluding  oth- 
ers, is  not  found  in  the  first  draught;  and  the  word  «  hap. 
pen"  is  detached  from  the  important  noun  **  vacancies," 
whose  comprehensive  meaning  it  b  aaid  to  control,  and 
made  to  assume  an  humble  and  merely  an  explanatory  duty. 
I  repeat  that  the  idea  intended  to  be  advanced  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  ia  found  in  the  original  draught ;  for  I 
find  that  the  committee  of  five  were  appointed  <*  to  reviae 
the  style  of,  and  arrange,  the  articles  agreed  to  by  the 
House ;"  and  I  cannot  find  that,  in  a  single  inatance,  iheiy 
departed  from  this  secondary  duty.  No  fault  appears  to 
have  been  found  with  them  on  account  of  any  aberration 
from  the  principles  which  the  convention  had  previously 
adopted ;  and,  in  fact,  they  had  only  to  paint  and  furnu^ 
the  House  which  had  been  built,  without  interfering  with 
the  order  of  iu  architecture.  I  hold  that,  as  statesmen,  we 
are  not  only  at  liberty,  but  bound,  to  follow  the  intentions 
of  those  who  prepared  the  constitution,  and  think  that  they 
are  sufficiently  manifest  from  the  authority  which  I  have 
adduced. 

Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  authority,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  one  quoted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Mxsoir,]  who  has  read  an  extract  from  Judge  Story's 
Commentaries  on  the  Constitution.  The  part  upon  which 
he  relied  was  the  following  : 

«By  'vacaneies'  they  understood  to  be  meant  v«cancies 
occurring  from  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  removal. 
The  word  *  happMi'  had  relation  to  some  caaualty  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law." — Stonfe  Commentarieay  voL  8,  pi^ 
411,  book  3,  seetian  1,663. 

I  have  too  much  respect  for  the  learned  judge  whoAe 
opinion  is  thus  brought  before  us,  to  pass  it  over  without 
notice.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  made  only  an  ex- 
tract from  an  entire  passage,  which,  when  considered  aa  n 
whole,  will  be  found  not  to  bear  upon  the  question  before 
us.  He  violently  tore  off  a  limb  from  the  body ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  rcpkice  and  bandage  it  up>  binding  the  bleeding 
fracture  as  well  as  my  poor  surgery  will  permit,  in  order 
to  present  to  view  the  unmutilated  subject  in  a. perfect  form* 
The  entire  passage  is  this  : 

**  The  language  of  the  clauae  is,  that  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  '  vacancies'  that  may  happen  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  In  1813,  President  Madison  apr 
pointed  and  commissioned  ministeia  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  Ghent  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  a 
question  waa  made  whether  he  had  a  constitutional  author- 
ity so  to  dpi  there  beiog  no  *  vacancy'  of  any  exiating  ol- 
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fice,  but  this  being  the  creation  of  a  new  office.  The  Sen  • 
ate,  at  their  next  sesaion,  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest 
against  such  an  exercise  of  power  by  the  Executive.  On 
a  subsequent  occasion,  (April  20,  1822,)  the  Senate  seem 
distinctly  to  have  held  that  the  President  could  not  create 
the  office  of  minister,  and  make  appointments  to  such  an 
office  during  the  recess,  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
By  *  vacancies,'  they  understood  to  be  meant  vacancies  oc- 
curring from  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  removsl. 
The  word  *  happen'  had  relation  to  some  casualty  not  pro- 
Tided  for  by  law.  If  the  Senate  are  in  session  when  offices 
are  created  by  law,  which  have  not  as  yet  been  filled,  and 
nominations  are  not  then  made  to  them  by  the  President, 
he  cannot  appoint  to  such  offices  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  In  many  instances,  where  offices  are  created  by 
law,  special  power  is,  on  this  very  account,  given  to  the 
President  to  fill  there  during  the  recess ;  and  it  was  then 
said  that  in  no  other  instances  had  the  President  filled  such 
vacant  offices  without  the  special  authority  of  law." 

It  will  be  observed  that  Judge  Story  referred  to  what  he 
supposed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  upon  the  point 
whether  the  President  could  appoint  to  an  office  then  crea- 
ted for  the  first  time— a  question  very  wide  of  that  now  be- 
fore us.  The  office  of  a  Representative  from  Mississippi 
was  not  to  be  created  when  the  Governor  issued  his  proc- 
lamation for  an  election.  It  had  been  created  some  years  be- 
fore, when  that  State  waa  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  had 
been  often  filled.  The  point  which  the  judge  was  discussing, 
therefore,  had  no  analogy  at  all  to  that  before  the  House. 

[Mr.  Masoit,  of  Ohio,  had  read,  in  the  course  of  his  ar- 
gument from  Judge  Story's  Commentaries  on  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  following  parngraph : 

"The  language  of  the  clause  is,  that  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate.  In  1813,  President  Madison  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  ministers  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  Ghent,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  and  a 
question  was  made,  whether  be  had  a  constitutional  au- 
thority so  to  do,  there  being  no  vacancy  of  any  existing  of- 
fice, but  this  being  the  creation  of  a  new  office.  The  Sen- 
ate, at  their  next  session,  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest 
against  such  an  exercise  of  power  by  the  Executive." 

Mr.  AuAxs  now  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  this  debate,  but  that  the  reference  of 
both  the  gentlemen  to  a  question  in  which  he  had  been 
personally  concerned,  and  to  an  erroneous  statement  in  the . 
commentaries  of  the  learned  and  highly  respectable  judge, 
made  it  his  duty  to  apprize  them  and  Uie  House  there  was 
in  this  statement  an  error,  not  of  the  judge,  but  of  his  infor- 
mant, whoever  he  may  have  been.  1*he  language  of  the 
book  is  **  the  Senate  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest ;"  by 
whom  said^  the  book  does  not  state.  But,  by  whomsoever 
said,  it  was  a  mistake.  No  such  protest  was,  in  that  case, 
Qver  entered  by  the  Senste. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  these :  Immediately  after  the 
declaration  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  1812,  was  known  at  Su  Petersburg,  the  Em- 
peror Alexander  offiired  his  mediation,  for  the  negotiation 
of  a  peace  between  them.  This  proposal  was  made  by  his 
minister,  Mr.  DaschkofT,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Monroe,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1813,  four  dsyb  after  the 
close  of  the  session  of  Congress.  Perhaps  imagination 
could  not  invent  an  occurrence  better  suited  to  illustrate 
the  importance  of  that  provifdon  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  temporary 
appointment  to  executive  offices  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Here  was  an  opportunity  providentially  present- 
ed for  putting  an  end  to  a  formidable  and  calamitous  war. 
The  mediation  of  the  Emperor  was  immediately  accepted. 
The  appointment  of  a  minister  or  ministers  for  conducting 
the  negotiation  was  indispensable.  If  the  President  had 
BO  power  to  make  that  appointment  during  the  recess  of 


the  Senate,  two  months  at  least  must  have  been  lost  be- 
fore that  body  could  be  convened,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
giving  their  advice  and  consent  to  the  appointment.  The 
nation,  then,  would  have  been  two  months  suffering  all 
the  horrors  and  desolations  of  a  cruel  war  for  want  of  an 
organized  power  to  make  peace.  For  in  this,  as  in  every 
question  of  constructive  powers,  we  should  never  lose  sight 
of  the  consideration  that  the  denial  of  an  organized  power 
competent  for  efficient  action,  is  a  denial  of  the  power  not 
only  of  the  functionary  to  exercise  it,  but  of  the  nation  for 
whose  benefit  the  power  is  to  be  exercised.  In  that  case,  the 
impotence  of  President  Madison  to  appoint  ministers  till 
the  Senate  could  be  convened,  would  have  been,  during 
the  same  term  of  time,  the  impotence  of  the  nation,  in  the 
midst  of  war,  to  make  peace.  Impotence,  not  by  the  weak- 
ness of  the  nation — not  by  the  refusal  of  the  enemy  to  ne- 
gotiate— but  by  the  neglect  of  the  nation  to  organize  her 
own  institutions  with  powers  essential  to  her  safety,  and 
perhaps  even  to  her  existence. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  little  more  than  two  months  after 
the  ofier  and  acceptance  of  the  Russian  mediation.  Con- 
gress assembled,  and  on  the  29th  of  May,  President  Mad- 
ison sent  a  message  to  the  Senate  announcing  that  com- 
missions had  been  granted  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate 
to  Albert  Gallatin,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  to  be,  jointly  and  severally.  Envoys  Extraordina- 
ry and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  and  sign  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia ;  to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  said  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  be,  joint- 
ly and  severally.  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minis&ers 
Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Russia,  and  that  he  nominated  them  to  the  Senate  for 
those  respective  offices. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1818,  the  Senate  rejected  the  nom- 
ination of  Albert  Gallatin,  on  the  ground  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  their  opinion 
that  the  two  offices  ought  not  to  be  held  by  one  person  at 
the  same  time.  They  advised  and  consented  by  nearly 
unanimous  votes  to  the  two  other  nominations. 

On  the  29th  of  July  thereafter,  Mr.  Gore,  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  in  opposition  to  the  then  executive  administra- 
tion, presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senste  five  res- 
olutions, the  first  of  which  was  in  the  following  words  : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  having,  by  the  con- 
stitution, <  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  thst  may  happen 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session' — 

**  Resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  no  such 
vacancy  can  happen  in  any  office  not  before  foil." 

The  subsequent  resolutions  proceed  to  censure  the  com- 
missioning of  the  three  negotiators  to  treat  for  peace,  de- 
claring that  their  offices  had  not  been  before  filled ;  that 
they  were  unconsUtutional  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  That  the  Senate  reluctantly  protested 
against  them,  and  that  they  should  be  communicated,  by  a 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  'i*he  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  without  de- 
bate, and  were  no  further  acted  upon  at  that  session,  which 
closed  on  the  second  of  August  of  that  year. 

At  the  next  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1814,  Mr.  Gore  again  presented  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Senate,  in  session  upon  executive  business, 
the  same  series  of  resolutions. 

They  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  he  discussed 
with  open  doors,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  en- 
suing Monday,  the  7th  of  March.  They  were  accordingly 
then  taken  up,  and,  after  sundry  postponements,  and  full 
debate,  the  further  consideration  of  them  was,  without  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  postponed  till  the  first  Monday  of 
December  then  next.    They  were  never  afWr  rwum^. 
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There  wib,  no  doabt,  on  thai  occaaion,  a  thorough  and 
■earching  discussion,  by  the  Souate,  of  the  extent  of  the 
rightful  power  of  the  President  to  fill  vacancies  happenine 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  The  question  was  stated 
with  great  address  in  the  first  resolution  of  Mr.  Gore,  as- 
suming that  no  vacancy  could  happen  in  an  office  not  be- 
fmre  filled.  But  the  fallacy  was  in  that  assumption.  It' 
was  a  petiiio  prineipii,  or  beggiag  of  the  question.  It  is 
not  neoessaxy  to  constitute  a  vacancy  in  an  office,  that  it 
ahou/d  have  been  befire  filled.  It  would  be  more  correct 
to  say  that  the  office  is  always  vacant  when  it  is  not  filled. 

There  was,  then,  no  protest  entered  by  the  Senate 
against  the  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the  negotia- 
tors of  peace  in  1813:  never  was  an  occasion,  when  the 
rtoMon  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  of  temporary  appoint- 
ment was  more  forcible,  and  the  appointment  itself  more 
indispensably  necessary.  Far  from  entering  a  protest,  the 
Senate^  after  long,  ample,  and  repeated  deliberation,  dis- 
carded the  proposal  for  it  by  postponement  to  the  first  day 
of  another  session. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  word  happensy  like  multi- 
tudes of  others,  we  might  almost  say  all  the  words  of  every 
language,  has  various  meanings  and  modifications  of  mean- 
ing. It  is  sometimes  used  to  denote  incident,  and  some- 
times aeddeni.  It  sometimes,  perhaps  generally  in  collo- 
quial usage,  imports  some  indefinite  agency  of  chance, 
something  fortuitous ;  but  men  who  entertain  a  serious 
conviction  of  religious  truth  believe  that  chance  has  no 
agency  in  the  affitirs  of  this  world,  that  there  is  nothing 
fortuitous,  and  that  whatever  happens  is  but  the  orderly 
disposal  of  events  by  an  overruling  Providence.  The  com- 
mon scriptural  expression  synonymous  with  happens  is, 
"it  came  to  pass;"  and  perhaps  the  English  translators  of 
the  Bible  used  those  words  instfful  of  "it  happened,'*  for 
the  express  purpose  of  excluding  the  possibility  of  an  in- 
ference, from  the  shade  of  casualty  usually  included  in  the 
meamng  attached  to  this  word,  that  there  is  any  thing  like 
chance  in  the  government  of  the  universe.  A  vacancy 
therefore  happens,  when  it  comes  to  pass ;  and  whether 
caused  bjr  Ibe  resignation  or  death  of  an  incumbent,  by  the 
cxpiraliaa  of  the  official  term,  or  by  his  removal  at  the 
pleasure  of  him  from  whom  the  appointment  was  received, 
Iron  whatever  cause  the  vacancy  proceeded,  whenever  it 
eiist%  it  happens. 

It  M  BsJd  m  the  passage  quoted  from  the  Commentaries 
^  Judge  Story,  that  the  reason  for  the  question  made  in 
the  Senate,  whether  the  President  had  the  constitutional 
right  in  1813,  to  appoint,  during  the  recess  of  that  body, 
ministers  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace,  was,  that  there 
was  no  vacancy  of  an  existing  office ;  but  that  this  was  the 
creaiioo  of  a  new  office.  This  again  was  a  mistake.  The 
offices  of  public  ministers  of  all  denominations  are  created, 
not  by  the  constitution  or  'statute  laws  of  the  United 
States,  but  by  the  laws  of  nations.  They  are  recognised 
as  existing  offices,  and  the  mode  of  appointing  them  is  pro- 
scribed by  the  constitution.  The  paiticular  Government 
to  which  a  minister  is  accredited,  or  the  particular  negotia- 
tion with  which  he  may  be  charged,  forms  no  part  of  the 
creaiion  of  ibe  office.  The  office  always  exists.  It  be- 
loogs  to  the  intercourse  of  peace  and  war  between  sov^ 
ereign  communities.  But  it  is  an  office  of  occasional  and 
voluntary  recourse ;  vacant  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  competent  authority,  there  is  no  adequate  motive  re- 
qmriog  that  it  should  be  filled,  and  forming  a  vacancy  to 
be  fiU^  whenever  the  occasion  arises  for  filling  it.  With 
this  view,  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  ministers,  to  nego- 
tiate for  peace  in  1813  happened  at  tl.#  moment  when  the 
pcoOered  mediation  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  was  acceptr 
ad,  and  that  was  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Nor 
was  this  the  only  occasion  upon  which,  in  the  discharge 
of  public  duties,  I  have  been  called  to  act  upon  this  under- 
lUnding  of  that  constitutional  provision.      This  is  the 


sense  in  which  I  have  always  understood  it,  and  it  has 
been  so  understood  by  every  President  of  the  United 
States,  from  Washington  down. 

It  is,  indeed,  stated  in  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington, 
that  on  one  occasion,  when  he  inclined  to  depute  an  en- 
voy extraordinary  to  France,  for  a  particular  purpose,  who 
should  be  united  with  the  actual  minister,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
this  objection  was  suggested,  that  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  the  President  can  only  fill  up  vacancies,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  minister  when  no  vacancy  existed  might 
be  supposed  to  transcend  his  powers.  From  respect  to 
this  construction  of  the  constitution,  therefore,  he  recalled 
Mr.  Monroe  to  make  a  vacancy,  and  then  appointed  Gen- 
eral Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney  to  fill  it. 

Sir,  it  was  the  most  unfortunate  measure  of  his  admin- 
istration. The  suggestion  was  not  of  his  own  mind.  That 
was,  to  have  joined  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  negotiations  with 
General  Pinckney,  which  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
saved  us  from  a  quasi  war  with  France,  and  would  have 
been  kind  and  generous  to  Mr.  Monroe.  The  substituted 
expedient  was  not  so.  A  stronger  illustration  oi  the  in- 
correctness of  that  construction  could  scarcely  be  given. 
President  Washington  did  not  respect  it  in  other  cases 
when  it  was  not  suggested  to  him  as  an  objection.  Ha 
made  several  original  appointments  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  to  offices  existing  by  the  laws  of  nations.] 

Mr.  UowABS  resum^.  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  my  remarks 
have  drawn  out  this  opinion  firom  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  since  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  va- 
cancies coincides  with  my  own.  Perhaps  this  interpolation 
may  be  considered  by  some  as  the  best  part  of  my  speech. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  also,  by  showing  that 
Judge  Story  was  mistaken  as  to  the  fiict  upon  which  he 
built  his  argument,  totally  demolished  the  fabric  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mabox]  repoaed  in  lancied 
security.     It  was  swept  away. 

[Mr.  Mabov  explained,  and  contended  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not  afifoctod  the 
argument  he  had  used,  or  the  authority  he  had  referred  to.] 

Mr.  HowABD  proceeded.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  Judge 
Story  placed  dependence  upon  an  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
without  even  expressing  his  own,  and  if  it  now  appears  that 
the  Senate  had  given  no  such  opinion,  there  was  very  little 
left  of  the  authority  which  the  gentleman  quoted  with  audi 
emphasis.  This  is  a  matter  for  the  House  to  decide  upon. 
I  dismiss  the  subject. 

It  appears  strange,  at  first  view,  that  this  question  has 
never  arisen  before ;  and  that  now,  for  the  first  time»  a  power 
was  claimed  on  behalf  of  a  Governor  of  a  State  under  the 
federal  constitution.  The  reason  why  the  case  has  never 
happened  before,  is  precisely  that  which  most  readily  re- 
conciles mo  to  tbo  acknowledgment  of  the  power  now.  It 
is,  that  all  State  Legislatures  have,  of  their  own  accord, 
conferred  vpon  their  Governors  this  very  same  power,  ex- 
cept in  the  single  instance  of  Mississippi,  arising  in  this 
case,  no  doubt,  from  inadvertence  and  precipitate  legislation. 
There  is  surely  no  ground  to  fear  any  unpleasant  result, 
when  our  decision  is  in  exact  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  States  for  forty  years ;  when  we  are  manifesting  a  beau« 
tifulharmony4>etween  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  feeUngs  of  the  people  of  the  States,  as  shown  in 
their  laws.  If  indeed  we  were  about  to  curtail  the  power 
which  the  Governor  claimed  under  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  his  own  State,  we  might  well  pause.  But  our  decision 
in  this  case  will  only  place  Mississippi  precisely  where  the 
other  States  have  voluntarily  placed  themselves^  by  confer- 
ring upon  their  Governors  the  power  which  we  are  about 
to  admit. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Tiulihohast;]  has  touched  upon  the  only 
point  which^has  caused  any  embarrassment  to  my  mind.  He 
has  said  that  if  a  Governor  of  a  State  derives  the  power  of 
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ordering  an  election  in  a  case  like  this  from  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  of  course  paramount  to  all  State  laws,  be  can  fix  upon 
whatever  time  he  chooses  for  the  election  to  he  held ;  and 
therefore,  in  every  State  where  members  of  Congress  have 
not  heen  chosen  upon  the  4th  of  March,  whether  an  extra 
session  may  be  called  or  not,  he  can  disregard  the  day  which 
the  statute  may  have  designated,  and  thus  overrule  the  laws. 
I  state  the  objection  as  it  has  occurred  to  ray  mind,  wfihout 
recollecting  whether  I  give  it  the  exact  shape  which  he  did. 
I  feel  and  acknowledge  its  force,  and  admit  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  escape  from  the  condusion ;  for,  if  this  power  js  held 
by  the  Governor  under  the  constitution  of  tbe  United  States, 
no  State  legislation  can  take  it  away.  But  (here  are  two 
reflections  which  disarm  this  argument  of  much,  if  not  all, 
of  its  force.  The  first  is,  that  the  conclusion  will  not  be 
found,  upon  examination,  to  be  as  unpleasant  as  it  appears 
to  be  upon  a  cursory  view ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
tbe  chief  agent  of  a  State  Government  will,  without  any 
cause  or  motive,  overthrow  the  laws  of  the  people  over  whom 
he  presides.  Such  an  evil  is  not,  in  the  natural  order  of 
thJKgs,  to  be  feared ;  and,  besides,  these  very  laws  have,  in 
all  tbe  Stales  except  Mississippi,  confided  to  this  very  offi- 
cer the  duty  of  selecting  a  day  for  the  election  in  case  of 
necessity.  If  the  constitution  reposes  this  discretion  in  him, 
too,  the  mere  anticipation  of  a  flagrant  abuse  of  the  power 
cannot  be  received  as  an  insurmountable  objection  to  the 
fiftir  construction  of  that  instrument.  The  second  reflection 
is,  that  ihe  constitution  intended  to  provide,  in  all  cases 
where  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  for  its  own  perpetuation. 
The  federal  Government  was  meant  to  be  kept  up,  and  so 
for  as  it  springs  from  the  people  instead  of  the  States,  power 
was  given  to  it  to  preserve  its  own  existence.  This  House, 
as  a  vital  part  of  that  Government,  was  not  intended  to  be-^ 
come  lapsed  from  a  want  of  power  to  secure  its  continuance. 
I  find  in  the  constitution,  therefore,  that,  although  the  States 
are  permitted  to  regulate  the  elections  for  members  of  this 
body,  at  thMT  own  will  and  pleasure,  yet  provision  is  in- 
stantly made  for  a  defective  execution  of  this  power  in  the 
legislative  branches,  by  throwing  upon  the  Governors  the 
clear  and  high  responsibility  of  seeing  that  the  members  of 
this  Hon4e  are  duly  chosen,  in  the  very  clause  which  is  the 
•object  of  all  this  debate ;  and,  lastly,  by  way  of  meeting 
every  conceivable  emergency,  if  the  legislative  and  exec- 
utive branches  of  a  State  should  both  fail  to  discharge  their 
duty,  an  ultimate  power  is  reserved  to  Congress  to  regulate 
for  itself  the  elections  to  this  House.  Taking  these  diftr- 
ent  parts,  and  deducing  the  spirit  which  emanates  from 
them  all  conjointly,  I.  am  led  to  believe  that  no  va- 
cancy in  this  body  was  intended  to  be  long  tolerated.  In 
the  physical  world  there  is  no  vacuum.  Nature  is 
f  aid  to  abhor  it.  Just  so  in  our  political  system ;  those 
who  created  this  artificial  state  of  being  equally  abhorred  a 
vacancy  in  this  House,  uid  they  therefore  imp<yed  a  pres- 
sure upon  every  point  vmtre  that  pressure  could  tend  to 
fill  it  up.  This  consideration  leads  us  to  tbe  very  struc- 
ture of  the  Federal  Government,  whether  it  was  meant  to 
be  a  loose  and  disjointed  fabric,  or  one  firmly  kntt  togeth- 
er, so  as  to  be  lasting.  This  House  is  bound  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  by  an  indissoluble  tie.  If  any  one 
Slate  chooses  to  loosen  the  knot.  Congress  can  fasten  it 
again.  This  is  the  way  in  which  I  read  the  constitu- 
tion, and  I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  coming  to  a  conclu- 
sion corresponding"  v^ith  this  interpretation,  by  a-  mis- 
placed fear  that  Gbvemors  of  States  will  rush  madly  from 
their  spheres  for  no  other  purposf)  than  to  introduce  confu- 
sion and  disorder.  I  shall,  iherefore,  vote  to  sustain  the 
'  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  now  moved  the  previous  question  and 
a  call  of  the  House,  [which  was  very  thin,  owing,  as  was 
supposed,  to  an  interesting  debate  in  another  part  of  the 
Capitol;]  but  his  motion  not  seemmg  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
bis  friends,  he  withdrew  it. 


Mr.  LINCOLN  next  took  the  floor,  and  made  an  argu- 
mentative speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  followed  in  opposition  to  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  PA RM ENTER  rose  merely  to  respond  to  an  ap- 
peal by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  LiHcoLir,]  on  the  matter  of 
fact  stated  by  him,  that  it  had  l)een  the  usage  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  to  reject  votes  for  any  incorrectness 
of  form.  It  is  true,  that,  formerly,  it  had  been  the  custoia 
to  reject  votes  for  informalities  of  almost  every  description  ; 
but,  more  recently,  the  decisions  had  been  difierent. 
Several  instances  of  informal  returns  and  other  variations 
from  the  provisions  of  law  had  occurred  within  a  year  or 
two  in  Massachusetts ;  but  after  a  very  full  discussion,  not- 
withstanding the  incorrectness  of  form,  the  members, 
whose  scats  were  contested,  were  allowed  to  retain  them. 
The  decisions  were  the  more  striking,  as  the  question  had 
an  important  bearing  on  the  relative  strength  of  parties,  and 
political  feelings  were  to  some  extent  enlisted,  yet  the  can- 
didates of  the  minority  were  sustained. 

In  the  instance  quoted  by  my  colleague,  that  returns" 
of  votes  were  never  counted  unless  received  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  he  is  correct.  But  there  were  several  vari- 
ations from  the  statutes,  which  were  considered  matters  of 
form,  and,  although  important,  were  not  sufficiently  so  to 
destroy  the  substantial  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  towns 
in  voting.  The  principle  sustained  was  this :  that  when 
the  will  of  the  people  was  clearly  shown,  the  irregularities 
should  be  very  great  to  affect  their  expressed  wishes. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  of  New.  York,  addressed  the  Speaker, 
and  said  that,  viewing  this  question  as  iiivolving  directly 
an  important  construction  of  the  constitution,  no  apology 
was  necessary  by  one  who  was  called  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  it,  for  assigning  briefly  the  reasons  of  his  opinions. 

In  his  estimation,  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Houso 
should  arrive  on  this  question,  however  important  to  the 
individuals  concerned,  and  to  their  State  and  constituents, 
was^till  more  so  as  a  solemn  adjudication  upon  the  very- 
important  feature  of  the  constitution  involved  in  it,  and  it 
was  matter  of  deep  and  abiding  interest  that  this  the  first 
decision  upon  it  should  be  correct  in  principle. 

The  constitution  of  these  United  States  was-  douUIess 
intended,  by  those  who  formed  and  adopted  it,  to  embrace 
within  itself  all  the  elements  of  an  original  Government, 
and  of  security  against  dissolution  from  external  causes. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  that  constitution  is,  that  there 
shall  be  a  House  of  Representatives  with  certain  prescribed 
powers.  To  secure  the  existence  of  this  chief  repository 
of  legislative  powers,  under  all  circumstances,  and  under 
every  contingency,  was  one  of  the  wise  designs  of  that  in- 
strument. 

.  The  constitution  provides  that  <*the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  se- 
cond year."  Tbe  time  of  commencem^t  of  the  term,  or 
ito  termination,  is  no  otherwise  fixed  in  that  instrument. 
The  first  term  of  service  of  the  Representatives,  and  that  of 
the  Executive  and  other  officers  under  it,  commenced 
necessarily  on  the  day  of  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  was  founded  by  it,  and  which  was  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March ;  and  from  that  day  to  this,  the  fourth 
of  March,  in  every  second  year,  has  been  justly  considered 
as  tho  commencement  of  the  term  of  subsequent  Repre- 
sentatives. 

AH  parties  here,  I  understand,  concur  in  this  construc- 
tion ;  all  ilso  agree  that  the  Representatives  in  the  24th 
Congress  from  MisSssippi  went  out  of  office  on  Ihe  third 
day  of  March  last.  From  that  day  Ihe  office  of  Represen- 
tative must  be  considered  vacant,  unless  it  had  been  filled 
by  a  previous  election,  of  which  there  is  no  preteiice,  until 
an  election  should  be  held  under  the  constitution  to  fill  it. 

By  a  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  tliC  election  of  Re- 
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preKntativea  in  Congress  is  to  be  held  "  once  in  every  two 
yean,  to  be  computed  from  the  finit  Monday  in  November, 
1833.*'  The  Legislature  of  that  State  had  not  the  power 
to  change  the  constitutional  term  of  representation  in  Con- 
gress, nor  is  there  any  good  reason  to  suppose  it  had  any 
such  design.  It  is  a  part  of  the  policy  of  many  of  the 
Btates  not  to  have  their  Representatives  elected  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  last  session  of  each  Congress.  There 
are  many  good  reasons  for  this  mode,  as  well  as  some 
against  it  It  is  often  very  desirable  to  exhibit  to  the  peo- 
ple the  entire  political  courre  through  a  whole  Congress  of 
a  member  who  is  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  regolar  sessions  of  Congress  have  commenced  on 
the  day  named  in  the  constitution,  no  law  naming  a  differ- 
ent day  having  been  adopted  since  the  first  organization  of 
the  Government,  and  this  aflfords  ample  time  for  canvass- 
ing the  merits  of  the  candidates  between  the  expiration  of 
fhetr  terms  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  election  in  Novem- 
ber.* The  instances  in  which  extraordinary  sessions  of 
Congress  have  been  called  by  the  President  have  been 
rare,  not  exceeding  two  or  three  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution ;  and  no  such  instance  has,  before  this  ses- 
non,  occorred  since  the  admission  of  Mississippi  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  The  time  appointed  by  the  President 
for  the  meeting  of  this  extraordinary  session  was  before  the 
November  election  provided  for  by  the  law.  of  that  State ; 
and,  unless  'a  special  election  could  be  held,  that  State 
would  not  be  represented  at  a  session  of  Congress  called  for 
an  extraordinary  occasion,  and  to  which  public  attention 
was  turned  with  unusual  interest  and  anxiety. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  under  these 
circumstances,  issued  his  writ  of  election,  reciting  the  call 
of  the  special  session,  and  that  a  vacimcy  had  occorred  by 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  late  members,  and  requir- 
ing a  special  election  to  be  held  in  July,  <*to  fill  said  va- 
cancy,^ '*  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected  at 
the  next  regular  session"  in  November.  At  this  special 
election  the  now  sitting  members  were  elected  ;  the  ques- 
tion iM  now,  at  their  request,  presented  to  the  House  to  de- 
termine what  is  their  situation — are  they  lawfully  members 
of  this  House  1  If  they  are,  do  their  terms  expire  with 
this  session  or  at  the  general  election  in  November,  or  are 
they  members  of  the  entire  twenty-fifth  Congress  ?  There 
are  two  sections  of  the  constitution  having  a  bearii.g  upon 
this  matter.  Section  4  reads  thns:  '<Tbe  times,  places, 
and  m^nnner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Repre-i 
sentatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  fhe  Legisla- 
ture thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  ai^to  the  places  of 
choosing  Senators. "  Borne  of  those  who  oppose  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  committee  insist  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  exercised  this  power 
bv  appointipj^  the  election  to  be  held  in  November,  and 
that  to  permit  the  present  election  to  be  held  valid  would 
be  to  give  to  the  Governor  of  a  State  the  power  to  repeal 
and  set  at  naught  a  valid  act  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Il  is  provided  in  the  second  section  of  the  constitntion, 
that  *'  when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from 
any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

It  is  also  said  by  som^  of  the  opponents  of  the  resolution 
'  that  the  vacancy  in  question  was  not  such  a  one  as  is  men- 
tioned in  this  clause  of  the  constitution ;  ,that  it  did  not 
<* happen  ;"  that  the  word  "happen*'  implies  some  death, 
accident,  or  casualty,  and  does  not  cover  the  case  of  an 
omtasion  by  the  Legislature  to  provide  by  law  for  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  differ  from  those 
honorable  gentlemen  on  both  these  positions.  The  Gov- 
emor's  power  and  that  of  the  Legislature  were  alike  deriv. 
ti  directly  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Neither  was  paramount  to  the  other ;  neither  could  control 
the  other,  or  in  any  manner  exercise  its  functions,  except 


in  the  case  defined  for  each  in  the  constitution.  That  in- 
strument declared  that  Representatives  should  be  elected  ; 
it  authorized  the  Legislature  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
the  election ;  it  also  authorized  the  Governor  to  act,  to 
cause  an  election  to  be  held  in  case  a  vacancy  happened. 
It  is  a  sound  and  well-established  rule,  that  every  law  and 
every  instrument  must  be  so  construed,  if  practicable,  as 
to  make  all  its  parts  effectual  and  operative.  It  would  ren- 
der that  part  of  the  constitution  which  gives  power  to  the 
Governor  inefficient  and  inoperative,  if  he  could  not  order 
an  election,  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  at  another  time  than  the 
general  election  provided  by  law ;  no  special  election  could 
even  be  held  by  his  order  if  that  construction  were  to  pre- 
vail ;  if  a  vacancy  by  death  should  happen,  it  could  not  ba 
filled,  if  this  view  be  right,  until  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
State  law  should  arrive,  because  the  Legislature  alone  is 
authorized  to  fix  the  time  and  place. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  this  construction  cannot 
be  siistained ;  it  would  render  absolutely  nugatory  the  part 
which  gives  power  to  the  Governor  to  cause  a  vacancy  to 
be  filled.  That  clause  is  equally  valid  with  the  other,  and 
both  must  be  construed  so  as  to  give  effect  to  each.  It  is 
said  this  construction  gives  to  ^e  Governor  of  that  State 
the  right  to  order  an  election  immediately  afier  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  on  8d  of  March  in  every  case,  whether  it 
be  made  necessary  by  a  call  of  a  special  session  of  Con  • 
gress  or  not.  Be  it  so.  I  admit,  nay,  I  maintain,  that  the 
Governor  might  do  this  as  a  matter  of  abstract  constitu- 
tional right ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  say  it  would  be  very 
indiscreet,  and  even  an  abuse  of  power  in  him,  to  put  the 
people  of  the  State  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a  special 
election,  which  was  wholly  unnecessary.  Doubtless  there 
ar^  many  unwise  things  which  a  State  Executive  might 
constitutionally  do ;  but  there  is  no  danger  of  such  palpa- 
ble and  useless  abuses ;  the  people  and  the  Legislature,  in 
appointing  the  time  for  election  to  be  held  in  November, 
chose,  for  the  good  reasons  I  have  before  mentioned,  to 
entrust  to  the  Executive  the  duty  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  of  special  elections  when  rendered  necessary,  and 
they  justly  concluded  that  no  individual  of  suflficient  char- 
acter to  attain  that  station  would  ever  be  guilty  of  th ;  folly, 
though  he  might  have  the  power  to  order  a  special  election^ 
when  the  general  election  appointed  by  la^v  would  arrive 
before  the  officers  to  be  elected  could  act. 

A  new  position  was  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  SiADX.]  He  conceded  that,  by  the  fair  con- 
struction of  the  language,  a  vacancy  had  happened,  but 
that  it  was  a  limited  vacancy,  which  expired  at  the  time 
appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  election.  That  the  vacan- 
cy being  so  limited,  the  election  was  to  fill  the  vacancy 
oily,  anu,  consequently,  that  memliers  of  that  ;$tate  were 
properly  entitled  to  seats  until  November,  and  then  tueir 
office  expired.  This  would  directly  violate  the  constitu- 
tion ;  it  would  be  limiting  the  term  of  members  on  this 
floor  to  a  shorter  period  than  that  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  it  would  give  us  two  sets  of  members  for  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress.  If  it  was  competent  for  the  State 
authorities,  either  unitedly  or  separately,  to  cause  two  sets 
of  Representatives  to  hold  seats  successively  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  Congress,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them  from 
making  the  office  .annual,  or  having  a  new  set  at  each 
session. 

The  only  reasonable  inference  is,  that  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  designed  to  have  members  of  Congress  elected 
under  the  Governor's  writ  of  election,  instead  of  at  their 
general  election,  whenever  the  exigency  demanded  such  ^ 
course. 

But,  sir,  the  strong  ground  relied  on  by  most  of  those 
who  oppose  this  resolution  is  involved  in  the  use  of  the 
word  ** happen*'  in  this  clause  of  the  constitution.  I  deny 
that  this  word  is  limited  to  the  sense  to  which  those  gen- 
tlemen would  confine  it.     Sir,  the  word  •*  happen"  is  used 
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If  the  House  shoald  adopt  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  we  are  yet  to  see  how  it  will  be 
taken  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Their 
law  requires  that  the  election  of  members  to  represent  them 
in  this  House  for  the  present  Congress  should  be  held  next 
Noyember.  That  law  this  House  cannot  set  aside.  The 
election  must  and  will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  same  members  will  be  again  returned.  Although  I 
hold  that  the  election  by  which  they  now  occupy  their  seats 
was  irregular,  null,  and  void,  I  ha^e  been  content  that  they 
should  hold  the  seats,  and  wish  they  may  continue  to  hold 
them  till  the  close  of  the  session  ;  because,  however  irregu- 
lar the  election  may  have  been,  they  were  actually  chosen 
by  large  majorities  of  the  people,  and  there  is  no  compari- 
son  in  point  of  magnitude  between  the  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of  depriving  the 
people  of  a  whole  State  of  their  representation  in  this 
House,  when  they  have  actually  signified  their  pleasure  by 
whom  they  choose  to  be  represented.  I  would,  therefore, 
postpone  to  the  last  hour  of  the  session  the  decision  of  the 
question ;  but  I  should  then  vole  for  the  resolution  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The  regular 
election  would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of  die 
State  of  Mississippi ;  and  as  there  is  no  reason  for  expecting 
that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  have,  since  last 
August,  transferred  their  preferences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be  chosen 
again. 

But  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  will,  by  a  suitable  modification  of  their 
election  law,  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  this  defect  in 
their  representation  in  this  House,  whidi  must  otherwise 
return  whenever  a  session  intervenes  between  the  fourth  of 
March  and  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  every  alter- 
nate year.  Other  Stotes  are  in  the  same  situation.  Eight 
or  ten  have  been  oblig:ed  to  hold  their  elections  since  the 
special  call  for  the  present  session  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  constitution  no  doubt  authorizes 
Congress  by  law  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  election, 
as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State ;  but  there  never  yet 
has  arisen  a  necessity  for  exercising  this  power  by  Con- 
gress ;  nor  should  it,  without  necessity,  be  exercised.  It  is 
a  still  more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  which  is  now 
proposed ;  an  assumption  of  illegal  pdwer  by  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  and  the  nullification  of  a  State  law  by  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  that  there  might  be  a  call 
of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  roll  was  called  ; 
when  105  members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  be  dispensed  with ;  and,  with  a  view  of  aiford- 
ing  the  absent  members  time  to  resume  their  seats,  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion ;  which  being  ordered, 
resulted  :  Yeas  137,  nays  61.  So  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  were  dispenseid  with. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  as  there  was 
a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  had 
been  elected  for  the  present  session  only,  or  the  whole  Con- 
gress, he  thought  it  would  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  thus  afford  time  for  them 
to  return  and  be  re>elected.  With  that  view,  he  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  the 
amendment  thereto,  be  laid  on  the  lablei,  and,  on  that  ques- 
tion he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  who  hoped  the  subject  would 
not  be  thus  disposed  of,  as  it  would  leave  the  people  of 
Mississippi  in  doubt. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  renewed  his  motion,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  resulted  :  Yeas  70,  nays 
146,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Messrs,  Adams,  Alexander,   John   W.  Allen, 


Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childti,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtb,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Goodc,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligfm,  Calvary  Morris, 
Op^Ie,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Itidgway,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey, Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke — 70. 

Nats — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell, 
T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cusbman, 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Drorogoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farring- 
ten,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  J.  Graham,  Grant,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingbam,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabee  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgoro,  Kling- 
ensinith,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Arphazed  Loomis, 
Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McCIure,  McKim, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noyes,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Pannenter,  Patterson,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Robert- 
son, Rumsey,  Shefier,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams,  J.  W. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C  H.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Yell— 145. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded :  Yeas  105,  nays  81 ;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  was  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and 
Gholson  were  entitled  to  their  seats;  which  were  ordered, 
and  were:  Yeas  118,  nays  101,  as  follows: 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Realty, 
Bieme,,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John 
Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cil- 
ley, Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Davee,  DeGraiT,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Klmore, 
Parrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Glascock,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins^  Haynes,  Herod,  Hol- 
sey, Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingbam,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason^  Martin,  May, 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McCIure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pannenter,  Payn- 
ter, Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps^  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Shefier,  Shep- 
lor, Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  X.  S.  White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared 
W.  WiUiams,  Worthington— 118. 
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Nati — MeMTB.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  AlteD,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Cal- 
hnao,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Car- 
ter, Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clownoy,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cartia,  Cashing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Daviea,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  HaUted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hast- 
ingi,  Hawea,  Henry,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Bamwm  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Meroer,  MHligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
PattoD,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Readier,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ramsey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,' 
Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  StraUon,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  TiUinghast,  Toland,  Towns,  Underwood,  J. 
White,  E.  WhitUesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L. 
WiiJiams,  C.  H.  WiUiams,  Wise,  Yorke— 101. 

Bo  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were  declared  to  have 
been  doly  elected  members  of  the  twenty-filUi  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to 
their  seats  on  this  floor. 

The  Hoiue  then  adjourned. 

WSDXCSDAT,  OCTOBEK  4. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

AAer  transacting  some  preliminary  business,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution, 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
S5th  instant,  it  being  the  business  next  in  order : 

lUfolvedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  national  bank. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to 
amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  thereto,  *<  at  this  time. 
And  be  it  farther  resolved,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  es- 
tablish a  national  bank  whenever  there  is  a  clear  manifes- 
tation  of  public  sentiment  in  lavor  of  sach  a  measure.'' 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks  for  a  few  minutes,  when  he 
mowed  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OD  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  was  very  sorry  this  mo- 
tion was  rabmitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  most  be  sensible  that  if  the  motion  he  now  made  pre- 
vaiJed,  it  would  have  the  effect  to  make  a  final  dispo- 
sition of  the  question  now  before  the  House.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  felt  bound  to  present  this  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  in  the  form  they  did,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  memorials  referred  to  them  by  the  House, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  In  pre- 
aenling  it,  however,  they  did  not  anticipate  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion. It  was  supposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  the  nation  desired  to  know  what  course  this 
Hoofle  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress  intended  pursu- 
hig  on  this  question';  and  they  had  submitted  this  resolu- 
tioii  in  order  that  gentlemen  might  be  brought  to  a  direct 
▼ote,  and  either  adopt  or  reject  the  resolution.  It  was  in- 
troduced because  the  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  they  considered  it  proper 
that  the  nation  should  understand  what  course  they  in- 
tended to  parsue  on  this  all-important  question.  He  hoped 
that  the  motion  to  commit  would  not  prevail,  as  there  was 
not  lime  to  discuss  it  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  if  there  had  not  been  referred  to  that 
committee  several  petitions  and  memorials  from  various 
sections  of  the  country,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank? 

Mr.    CAMBRELENG  said  that  there  had  been  many 
SQch  memorials.     The  resolution  now  before  the  House 
kad  been  framed  with  reference  to  them. 
Vol.  XIV.— 76 


Mr.  ADAMS  would  further  ask  if  those  memorials  had 
been  read  in  committee  1 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  there  had  been  thirty 
or  forty  of  those  memorials  referred  to  that  committee, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed — and  it  would  be  strange  ijf 
some  of  them  had  not  been  read  by  members  of  the  com] 
mittee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood,  from  the  ambiguous 
reply  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  memori- 
als in  question  had  not  been  read  in  the  committee  to 
which  they  had  been  referred. 

[After  a  short  pause,  and  no  reply  to  this  suggestion 
following  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,] 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed.  What  state  of  fads,  he  would 
ask,  is  here  disclosed  1  Numerous  petitions  come  up  to 
this  House,  from  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  by  this 
House  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
they  are  not  even  read  by  that  committee !  But  a  reso- 
lution is  returned  to  us,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish 
a  national  bank  !  Mr.  A.  would  signalize  this  as  another 
strong  instance  of  the  treatment  received  by  the  people  of 
the  country,  at  the  hands  of  this  House.  What  right,  be 
would  demand,  what  pretence,  had  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  tell  this  House,  until  tlicy  had  read 
and  carefully  considered  these  petitions,  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  grant  their  prayer  ?  Here  is  a  resolution,  pre- 
sented to  us,  predetermined  on,  without  hearing  the  peo- 
ple, without  condescending  to  read  their  petitions,  even  ui 
committee.  Why  is  it  that  the  time  of  the  House  is  to  be 
wasted  at  this  special  session,  called  for  extraordinary  and 
peculiar  purposes,  to  the  consideration,  exclusively,  of 
which  the  House,  by  solemn  vote,  have  restricted  tiiem- 
selves,  in  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  mere  expediency? 
Why  did  not  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  well 
report  against  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  war  in 
Florida,  when  already  the  blood  of  our  countrymen  has 
been  poured  out  like  water,  in  the  vain  pursuit  of  a  few 
wretched  savages,  who  could  not  be  found  ?  Why  did 
not  that  committee  report  that  it  was  inexpedient,  at  this 
time,  (o  make  a  debt  of  millions,  with  a  full  Treasury  T 
And  there  are  many  other  matters,  legislation  upon  which 
may  be  said  to  lie  equally  ''inexpedient."  Why  not 
.-nake  these  the  subjects  of  a  report  1 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  whether  the  establishment  of  a  nation- 
al  bank  is  expedient  or  inexpedient,  is  now  a  very  idle 
question,  in  the  agitation  of  which  to  occupy  the  time  of 
this  House.  Had  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  these  memorials,  been,  simply,  that  this 
House,  or  a  majority  of  it,  and  that  committee,  had  pre- 
decided  that  the  granting  of  their  prayer  was  inexpedient, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  granted,  the  report  would  have 
been  more  consonant  with  reason  and  the  facts.  Why,  sir, 
said  Mr.  A.,  what  reason  is  given  by  the  committee  for 
their  report  ?  Why  is  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank  less  expedient  now  than  at  any  other  time?  Why 
did  they  not  bring  in  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  he  inex- 
pedient even  to  pass  a  law  establishing  such  an  institution 
to  the  end  of  all  time  1  Why  not  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  well  as  this,  and  equally  insist  on  members 
*'  toeing  the  mark,"  as  the  chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
took  occasion  to  request  me  to  do  ?  Sir,  this  would  be  as 
reasonable  a  proposition  as  the  other.  Does  that  gentle- 
man [Mr.  CAMBRELE:ro]  imagine  that  his  power  in  this 
House  is  to  last  forever  1  Sir,  I  acknowledge  his  power 
here  is  very  great,  at  present — but  when  he  calls  upon  me 
to  <'  toe  the  mark,'*  I  may  be  excused  for  refusing  to  do  so, 
as  his  «  mark"  is  not  a  straight  one ;  it  is  too  much  like 
what  we  Yankees  call^  a  Virginia  fence.  I  do  not  like  his 
•*  mark,"  sir,  it  is  too' crooked ;  and  he  cannot  expect  me 
to  *'  toe*'  it  until  he  has  learned  to  draw  it  straight !  This 
is  not  the  time  for  those  who  are  friendly  to  a  nations! 
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bank,  eir,  to  bring  forward  a  propoaition  to  that  effect,  and 
they  will  not  probably  permit  such  an  iasue  to  be  prema- 
turely made  up  for  them  on  this  floor. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  Adams,  I  complain  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Vork.  I  complain  to  the  country,  air,  that  he 
18  wasting  the  time  of  this  House  (which,  when  it  suits  his 
pleasure,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  detaining  here  till  after  mid- 
night) in  the  discussion  of  the  most  frivolous  resolution 
ever  presented  in  any  legislative  body.  If  we  are  here  to 
discuss  what  is  inexpedient,  every  body  here  may  bring 
forward  a  resolution  of  the  kind,  and,  instead  of  adjourn- 
ing on  the  1 6th  instant,  we  may  remain  here,  discussing 
what  we  will  not  do,  until  the  Christmas  of  next  year. 
Now,  sir,  the  people  who  sent  us  here  want  to  know,  not 
what  we  will  not,  but  what  we  toill  do ;  and  this  last,  I. 
am  afraid,  they  will  know  far  too  soon  for  their  interests. 

Mr.  Adams  then  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  views 
of  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Sehoeant,]  who  had 
moved  to  refer  the  resolution  under  consideration  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  it  is  to  be  debated,  that  is 
undoubtedly  the  proper  courae  for  it  to  take.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambbsi.ekg]  would  bethink 
himself  of  it,  this  is  not  a  question  on  which  there  is  not 
something  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  Mr.  Adams  conclud- 
ed by  saying,  however,  that  he  preferred  that  the  discus- 
sion should  not  be  continued,  at  this  session,  by  reason  of 
the  entire  absence  of  all  necessity  that  any  legislation  of 
the  kind  should  now  be  had ;  and  he  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
make  this  motion,  which  cut  off  all  reply,  after  making 
such  an  attack  upon  him  as  he  had  made. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  renew  it  when  he  has  done. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  certainly  could  not  do  this. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  then,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
unconditionally,  so  the  gentleman  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  replying. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Adams,]  with  his  accustomed  courtesy, 
had  been  kind  enough  to  speak  of  his  (Mr.  C's)  **  zig-zag" 
course.  He  little  expected  the  gentleman  to  make  that 
charge.  Mr.  C.  thought  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  have  al- 
luded \a  a  point  which  was  so  very  tender  to  some  gen- 
tlempn,  perhaps  on  both  sides.  The  gentleman,  contin- 
ued Mr.  C,  has  alluded  to  my  •* zigzag"  course,  and 
said  that  I  did  not  walk  in  a  straight  line.  Sir,  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  House  for  seventeen  years,  and  be- 
fore I  was  a  member  I  was  an  advocate  of  the  broadest 
doctrines  of  free  trade,  and  of  those  doctrines  set  forth  at 
large  in  the  message  of  the  President ;  doctrines  which  the 
South  have  uniformly  sustained  and  supported.  I  have 
been  obliged,  sir,  from  necessity,  to  make  this  brief  allu- 
sion to  my  own  course,  in  consequence  of  the  extraordi- 
narjr  attack  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Sir,  it  is  perfectly  well  known,  at  least  to  some  mem- 
bers, that,  upon  this  bank  question — upon  the  tariff  ques- 
tion— and  upon  the  interference  of  tliis  Federal  Govern- 
ment, or  State  Legislatures,  with  the  affairs  of  trade  and 
money,  I  have  been  uniform  and  consistent,  and,  after  sev- 
entcen  years,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  myself  surround- 
ed by  gentlemen  from  every  part  of  the  Union  advocating 
the  same  doctrines  I  advocated  before  I  was  a  member  of 
this  House. 

Sir,  in  alluding  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
the  other  day,  I  did  it  in  a  pleasant  manner,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  provoking  an  attack  upon  me.  The  gen- 
tleman had  alluded  to  the  proposition  now  submitted  to 
the  nation  and  to  Congress — I  mean  the  proposition  to  sep- 
arate the  affairs  of  this  Government  and  our  Treasury  from 
all  connexion  with  banks.  In  alluding  to  that  proposi- 
tion, he  bad  reference  to  the  published  opinion  of  the  gen- 


tleman, who  doubted  whether  the  President  had  the  courage 
to  propose  it ;  and  if  he  had  the  courage  to  do  so,  the  gen- 
tleman left  us  in  some  doubt  whether  he  would  help  him 
out  of  the  difficulty. 

Now  I  had  hoped  the  gentleman  would  have  given  us 
his  aid  on  that  bill — and  why  1  Because  I  do  not  think 
the  gentleman  would  vote  for  a  proposition  to  mcorporate 
an  association  of  counterfeiters ;  because  I  could  not  sup- 
pose it  possible  that  the  gentleman  could  denounce  all  the 
presidents,  cashien,  and  directors  of  all  the  banks,  and  af- 
terwards come  here  and  vote  for  an  association  of  counter- 
feiters. The  gentleman  told  us  in  that  letter  that  he 
doubted,  as  well  he  might,  the  expediency  of  .employing 
any  bank  of  discount  as  an  agent  of  the  Government. 
Now,  there  is  no  Government  upon  earth  which  employs 
a  bank  of  discount.  Even  the  Bank  of  England  is  not  a 
bank  of  discount,  according  to  its  practice  or  its  organiza- 
tion ;  not  a  bank  of  commercial  discount  upon  the  plan  of 
banks  in  this  country.  The  public  moneys  are  not  per- 
mitted to  be  employed  in  commercial  discounts,  to  be  sud- 
denly withdrawn.  Sir,  I  rose  merely  to  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  on  these  questions  I  wished  him  to  remove  all 
doubt — to  toe  the  mark  on  the  resolution  against  chartering^ 
a  national  bank. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  was  somewhat  astonished  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  SaaexAKT,]  after  oc- 
cupying the  time  of  the  House  on  three  different  mornings 
during  the  morning  hour,  should  move  to  commit  the  res- 
olution to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  en  the  state  of  the 
Union.  If  he  could  believe  for  a  moment  that  any  good 
could  result  from  it,  he  would  not  interpose  the  objection 
he  now  made ;  but,  so  far  as  this  question  was  concerned^ 
it  appeared  to  him  that  every  gentleman  had  a  full  and 
fair  opportunity  offered  him  of  making  known  his  views 
to  the  House  and  to  his  constituents,  in  relation  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  bank,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bills  before  that  committee.  This  being 
the  case,  he  was  surprised  that  the  gentleman  should  have 
made  the  motion  after  he  had  finished  his  own  remarks. 
It  ^as  also,  he  thought,  very  extraordinary  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  have  made  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  after  a  similar  motion 
had  been  rejected  by  a  large  majority  of  the  House.  He 
hoped  the  motion  to  commit  might  not  prevail,  because 
we  had  but  some  eight  or  ten  days  to  determine  on  all  the 
great  questions  before  the  House*;  and  the  morning  hour, 
he  took  it,  was  as  much  time  as  could  be  set  apart  special- 
ly for  the  discussion  of  this  resolution.  Gentlemen  could 
discuss  this  question  during  the  morning  hour,  and  those 
who  desired  to  give  their  views  on  the  subject  of  a  bank 
at  any  other  time,  could  do  so  on  the  bills  under  discus- 
sion in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  New  York,  animadverted  with  some 
particularity  on  the  charge^  adduced  by  Mr.  Adams,  that 
the  numerous  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  United 
States  bank  had  not  been  read  in  committee.  There  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  have  been  read.  Their  con- 
tents were  well  known.  The  country  was  nauseated  with 
them.  The  contents  of  them  were  familiar  to  the  nation 
•'as  household  words."  He  hoped  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  wasted  their  valuable  time  in 
reading  them.  The  people  were  well  enough  aware  of  the 
trouble  already  caused  to  the  country  by  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  did  not  intend  it  should  again  he  established. 
General  Jackson  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  harpoon  the 
monster,  and — 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed,  and  observed  that  the 
question  must  not  now  be  discussed  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  CLARK  regretted  that  he  should  have  transgressed 
the  strict  rules  of  order,  and  would  refrain  from  doing  so. 
He  hoped  that  the  motion  to  refer  would  not  prevail,  but 
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4kal  the  genUemui  from  Peniwyhaiua  [Mr.  Sibbvaht] 
woaJd  be  permitted  to  go  on,  as  he  had  commenced,  aDd 
finiafa  bia  remarka  during  the  momkig  hour,  and  that  other 
gentlenien  might  have  the  same  opportaniij  of  going  on 
with  the  discuasion. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Va.,  laid  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  had  brought  forward 
aon  of  the  moat  important  queetions  that  could  posaibly 
have  been  aubmhted  to  the  conaideratien  of  Congrcaa. 
Nine  days  were  yet  left  of  the  session,  and  it  was  propoaed 
Id  confine  the  debate  on  that  question  to  a  single  hour  in 
the  morning  of  each  of  those  days.  Now,  did  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  CAXBan.Bire]  intend  that  it  should  be  debated, 
or  that  a  vote  should  be  taken  on  it  without  debate  ?  If 
the  former,  then  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would  comply 
with  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sbbobaitt  to  reler  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  or  consent  to  lay  it  on  the  tabk,  or 
to  poflpone  it  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WISE  concurred  with'his  colleague,  [Mr.  Robbbt- 
802r.]  What,  asked  he,  were  we  called  here  to  do  t  To 
conaider  and  digest  some  plan  for  ordering  a  system  of 
finance  for  the  country.  There  were  three  conflicting 
plana  before  the  country  and  the  House  for  this  purpose, 
proeeofing  from  three  disthict  parties.  The  first  was  that 
of  the  admimatration,  to  establish  a  aub-Treaaury  system ; 
and  this  measure  is  Inought  forward  in  positive  terms,  and 
is  leforred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  considera- 
tion. The  other  branch  of  the  adminiatration  party,  (call- 
ed the  ooneervatives,)  to  which,  he  had  been  tokl,  cm  his 
first  coming  hers^  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
CiABK,]  who  had  juat  spoken,  belonged,  had  also  pre- 
sented their  scheme,  by  the  hands  of  one  of  their  number, 
[Mr.  J.  Oablahb,]  his  colleague.  This,  too,  was  pre- 
sented in  a  posititive  form,  and  had  also  been  reiened  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  And  now,  Mr.  W.  would 
ask,  why,  in  like  manner,  the  ayatem  of  the  third  party 
theie,  not  by  sny  meana  the  most  inconsiderable  in  point 
either  of  numbers  or  intelligence,  (larger  in  fact  than  either 
of  the  others,  taken  seTerally,)  why  their  plan  alone  waa 
broogiil  forward  by  ite  opponents  in  a  negative  shape,  and 
icported  against  as  *' inexpedient  1"  Not  only  now,  but 
forever  <<  inexpedient  V  Why,  he  would  ask,  was  that 
plan  akme  confined  to  the  morning  hour  1  Why  were 
not  aU  the  plane  taken  together,  reported  together,  or  dts- 
cnesed  together  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  pre- 
eantingeach  a  part  of  the  grand  question  upon  finance 
now  before  the  country  1  The  friends  of  a  national  bank 
were  waiting  for  "  the  moving  of  the  waters  ;*'  they  were 
not  ready  to  bring  forward  their  plans  in  a  poaitive  form  \ 
they  had  no  notion  of  standing  up  for  the  purpose  of  being 
knocked  down. 

The  House  has  been  entertained  with  the  old  stoiy  of 
harpooning  the  monster ;  and  the  monater,  Kke  Lasarua  in 
his  gruTe,  "not  dead,  but  sleeping,"  was  again  to  be 
brought  to  life,  for  the  purpose  of  once  more  being  killed. 
He  had  already  been  so  often  killed,  that  the  trick  is  at 
laat  too  stale  for  repetition.  This  Mr.  Wxsb  described  as 
an  attempt  to  raise  a  fallen  issue. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
He  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
to  enjoy  the  exelusire  privilege  of  speaking  upon  what  sub- 
jaeto  he  pleased,  under  the  motion  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tbginie  had  perhaps  been  on  the  verge  of  transgressing 
the  rules  of  order :  when  he  should  do  so  in  reality,  he 
almiM  certainly  be  checked  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WISE  resumed  the  floor.  The  gentleman  from 
Pttmaylvania,  who  had  oppoaed  this  resolution,  [Mr.  8tm* 
•BABT,]  would  certainly  not  have  brought  forward  a  posi- 
tive proposition  in  fovor  of  the  establishment  of  a  United 
States  bank  at  this  seesion  of  Congress.  It  had  been 
biOTmht  forward  In  a  negative  form  by  the  committee.     It 


was  a  conflicting  interest,  and  should  be  examined  like  the 
rest;  not  an  hour  a  day  in  the  morning  exclusively. 
What,  be  would  ask,  was  the  object  of  making  such  a  dis- 
position of  the  suligect?  It  was,  to  keep  it  within  the 
power  of  the  party  there,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  should 
at  any  moment  think  fit,  and  in  the  most  summary  mode 
of  execution.  To  hold  up  to  the  country  that  there  was 
no  hope  to  the  friends  of  a  United  States  Iwnk. 

The  SPEAKER  here  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  that  he  was  not  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  that  it  was  perfectly  in  order  to 
discuss  the  objecte  for  which  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  keep  the  question  in 
the  House  without  a  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
The  CHAIR  assented  to  this  proposition,  and 
Mr.  WISE  proceeded.  The  object  oi  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  is  to  strangle  the  issue,  to  make  the  pretence 
that  the  friends  of  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  struggling  to  attain  that  object  now,  and 
that  they  had  been  overpowered  in  their  attempt  by  a  ma- 
jority here.  It  was  an  inatance  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  always  been  treated. 
Here,  in  the  House,  the  resolution  cannot  be  discussed ; 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  it  certainly  canj  in  all  ita 
bearings.  There  it  could  be  debated  before  the  country, 
and  there  it  could  be  shown  whether  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  could  possibly  compare,  in  monstrosity,  with  the 
E -eject  now  presented  by  the  administration.  There  is  a 
rge  and  intelligent  interest  in  this  country  (whether  larger 
than  ite  opposers  or  not,  it  mattera  not)  in  favor  of  the  ea- 
tabliahment  of  a  natienal  bank,  and  they  had  an  eqoat 
right  to  be  heard,  candidly,  and  with  the  same  circum- 
stances of  deliberation  as  the  rest — an  equal  right  to  fair 
play.  If  the  sub-Treasuiy  plan,  and  the  conservatiTe 
scheme,  have  a  free  discussion  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  of  this  large  and  respectable  interest  has  cer- 
tainly an  equal  right  to  such  discussion,  and  he  trusted  it 
would  have  it. 

Mr.  BYNITM  rose  to  addrees  the  House,  when 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
which  were  taken  up,  the  House  resolving  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Covirou  in  the  chair.) 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  Houre  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cobbob  in  the  ehair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  '<  to  authorise  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Rbbtt. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  rose  and  said,  that  he  felt  hia  position  at 
this  moment  to  be  one  requiring  a  word  of  explanation. 
When,  on  Saturday,  it  was  supposed  the  debate  on  this 
bill  would  be  urged  forward,  gentlemen,  whose  standing  in 
the  House  gave  them  an  undoubted  priority  of  claim  to  the 
floor,  felt  unwilling  to  proceed,  at  the  close  of  an  exhaust- 
ing weA,  and  with  no  opportunity  for  that  arrangement 
which  lends  additional  force  to  the  strongest  argumenu. 
He  had,  therefore,  agreed,  at  the  moment,  to  present  the 
remarks  he  had  to  offer,  not  deeming  them  of  snflicient  im- 
portance to  be  held  over  for  a  similar  purpose.  A  motion 
to  adjourn  had  prevailed ;  but  he  now  found  himself,  by 
the  courtesy  of  those  gentlemen,  still  m  the  front  rank,  to 
which  he  had  assuredly  no  claim,  and  which,  without  this 
apology,  it  might  well  be  deemed  presumptooua  on  hu  part 
to  occupy. 

Had  he  proceeded  on  Saturday,  the  impulse  of  the  aioi- 
ment  (Mr.  B.  said)  would  probably  have  led  him  to  ani<» 
madvert,  at  considerable  length,  on  the  ringular  circum- 
stances under  whieh  the  present  bill  had  been  introduced. 
The  bill  first  taken  up  WBS  denounced  as  a  measure  of  rsT- 
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€nue,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and,  of  coune,  an  inva- 
sion of  the  constitutional  privileges  of  this  House.  In- 
stead of  discussing  a  question  of  such  deep  interest  to  the 
people,  it  had  received  the  go-by ;  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  had  hastily  got  up  a  new  bill  as  a  substitute. 
The  constitutional  objection  was  treated  with  levity.  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  had  remarked  that  the  time 
was  rapidly  approaching  when  members  on  this  floor  would 
be  called  to  order  for  quoting  the  constitution.  If  that 
period  had  not  actually  arriv^,  we  seemed  near  it,  when 
reliance  on  the  constitution  was  treated  as  a  "technical" 
objection,  and  as  a  teasing  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the 
majority.  All  the  mischief  against  which  the  constitution 
intended  to  guard  had  already  been  done  by  this  prema- 
ture action  of  the  Senate.  To  withdraw,  then,  the  bill, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  discussion,  was  only  to  snatch  from 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  an  opportunity 
of  formally  protestuig  against  an  encroachment  upon  their 
province.  Perhaps,  however,  as  much  good  would  be  ef- 
fected by  the  spectacle  of  that  hasty  withdrawal  as  by  the 
most  extended  discussion.  The  people  would  not  fail  to 
mark  and  resent  it. 

In  entering  (Mr.  B.  said)  on  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  he  had  done  so  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
be  drawn  into  no  merely  factious  opposition  to  those  who 
administered  the  Government.  But  it  was  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  enjoyed,  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  any  method  of  pledging  that  credit  in  con- 
stitutional form  will  effect  the  desired  object  with  equal 
certointy  and  promptitude.  If,  then,  the  administration 
has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  most  liable  to  exception ; 
which,  in  its  example,  is  roost  dangerous ;  which  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  the  least  productive  and  the  moat  bur- 
densome ;  which  would  tend  to  disguise  from  the  people 
their  real  condition  and  liabilities,  then  he  felt  not  merely 
at  liberty,  but  bound  to  resist  it,  and  to  turn  the  Govern- 
ment round  to  a  method  direct^  advantageous,  and  unex- 
ceptionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The  late  Pres- 
ident, General  Jackson,  had  proclaimed  to  the  whole  world 
that  the  bill  before  us  is  unconstitutional,  and,  if  passed, 
will  not  bind  the  faith  of  the  nation.  lu  his  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hermitage,  28d  of  July,  1837, 
he  says : 

'*  I  hope  no  Treasury  notes  will  be  issued.  The  Treas- 
ury drafts  upon  actual  depositee  are  constitutional,  and  do 
not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  Treasury  notes,  which  are 
subject  to  depreciation  by  the  merchants,  and  banks,  and 
shakers,  and  brokers;  and  will  be,  if  issued ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  avoid  it.  Different  must  it  be  with  Treas- 
ury drafts  drawn  upon  actual  depositee ;  and,  from  the  con- 
duct of  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  they  deserve  no  favora 
from  the  Government,  which  they  have  attempted  to  dis- 
grace, and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  home  and  abroad." 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bill  profess  to  authorize  drafts  on 
actual  depositee  in  the  Treasury,  or  notes  to  be  discounted 
by  merchants,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers  1  The  title  is 
«  A  bill  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  and 
tiie  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to  make  the  best 
bargain  they  can  with  these  merchants,  banks,  shavers, 
and  brokers,  provided  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  al- 
lowed. Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they  encounter 
the  full  denunciation  of  General  Jackson  as  unconstitution* 
all  He  holds,  distinctly,  that  the  power  to  borrow  money 
does  not  embrace  the  issue  of  this  kind  of  paper. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  will  readily  believe  that  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  push  to  an  extreme  my  faith  in  the  ac- 
curacy of  General  Jackson's  opinions  on  constitutional 
points.  That  is  not  the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable 
that  such  opinions  are  held  by  many,  and  will  exercise  a 
wkia  infloeace  1    The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 


and  Means  tells  us  that  these  notes  are  to  find  their  resting- 
place  in  London  ;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  form  of 
loan  to  the  United  States  firom  the  detested  Barings.  They 
ought,  then,  to  have  a  clear  and  indisputable  credit  amongst 
those  who  have  been  soured  and  alarmed  at  being  so  long 
held  up  as  persons  whom  it  is  meritorious  to  cheat,  because 
they  happen  to  live  en  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  loo,  that,  in  discussing  the  probabilities 
of  the  Supreme  Court  declaring  a  certain  charter  unconsti- 
tutional, great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  fact  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  present  judges  had  been  appointed  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  If  those  judges  should  adopt  his  opinions  in 
the  present  case,  what  a  fraud  is  to  be  practised  on  the  pur- 
chasers of  this  paper !  These  are  matters  which  cannot 
remain  unknown  in  that  great  mart  of  the  world,  where 
rival  stocks  are  perpetually  struggling  for  precedence.  Nay, 
sir,  is  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  in  one  of  those  fluctuations  of  mood  to  which  he 
seems  subject,  may  republish,  with  a  preface,  the  letter  of 
General  Jackson  to  Mr.  Blair,  as  he  did  a  certain  other 
letter,  with  a  view  to  shake  public  confidence  in  an  Amer- 
ican stock? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  objections  to  this  bill. 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  this  is  the 
commencement  of  a  new  national  debt.     But  it  wears  a 
mask  to  conceal  its  hideous  countenance.    With  what  rap- 
turous joy  did  the  people  hail  their  escape  from  the  former 
load  I    Abundant  gratitude  was  claimed,  on  that  occasion, 
for  Genera]  Jackson ;  though  it  was  the  result  of  measures 
matured  long  before,  and  retarded,  rather  than  advanced, 
by  the  increased  expenditures  of  his  admintptration.   There 
is  plainly  now  a  trembling  timidity — a  morbid  fear— after 
so  much  false  boasting,  to  lay  bare  the  fact  that  the  first 
step  of  the  present  administration  is  to  create  a  nationsl 
debt.     Is  it  right,  sir,  that  the  represenUtives  of  the  people 
should  co-operate  in  an  effort  to  mislead  the  people  1    How 
many  of  our  constituents  are  aware  of  the  true  character 
and  operation  of  this  bill?   Is  it  not  proper  that  they  should 
be  instantly  aroused,  so  that,  at  the  polls,  they  may  begin 
at  once  to  exercise  their  right  of  claiming  from  candidates 
a  pledge  of  rigid  economy  ?     How  is  this  debt  to  be  paid 
off?     Does  any  body  suppose  that  the  present  emission  of 
paper  will  render  more  available  the  notes  of  broken  banks 
which  constitute  our  present  resource  ?     On  the  contrary, 
it  will  only  cause  their  still  further  depreciation.    You  will 
not  be  able  to  force  them  even  upon  the  revolutionary  pen- 
sionera  and  the  laborera  in  your  service.     They  will  prove 
a  total  loss  to  the  holders,  as  was  the  case  when  the  paper 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individuals  were  superseded  by  the 
paper  tickets  of  corporations.     Sir,  this  thing  must  end  in 
direct  taxes.     The  necessity  may  be  shuffled  off  by  new 
emissions,  but  will  come  at  last  with  all  its  accumulation. 
Disguise  the  matter  as  you  may,  these  ten  millions  will 
eventually  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  soil.    Unless  the  peo- 
ple are  aroused,  and  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands, 
the  time  will  speedily  come  when  every  farmer,  in  prepaid 
ing  for  his  corp,  must  run  one  furrow  for  himself  and 
the  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.     Viewing  the  matter  even 
on  party  grounds,  how  is  it  that  an  administration,  pledged 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  begins  its 
career  by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a  mode  which 
General  Jackson  has  denounced  as  dangerous  and  uncon- 
stitutional 1 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of  regret  and 
astonishment  that  our  mode  of  raising  money  is  one  that 
invites  prodigality  and  extravagance,  and  tends,  most 
speedily,  to  exhaust  our  credit.  Our  wisest  statemnen 
have  warned  us,  over  and  over  again,  of  the  fatal  impolicy 
of  ever  incurring  a  debt,  without,  at  the  same  time,  pro^ 
viding  a  specific  fund  for  its  redemption. 

Even  during  the  late  war,  when  there  was  a  disposition 
to  put  every  tlUng  at  risk*  in  aQstaiQing  the  c<HUili7>  ^iUk* 
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oQt  looking  to  conwqiMiiees,  you  will  find  thtt  the  yoice 
of  sagicioas  men  waa  niaed  in  protest  against  this  im- 
prondenoe.  Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the  9th  of  April,  1814» 
on  the  aabject  of  Treasury  nolea,  a  patriotic  member  of  the 
House  of  RepreeentatiTesy  Mr.  McKim,  used  this  language: 

"  Mr.  McKim  said  he  should  be  sorry  to  deny  to  the 
gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  his  resolution  referred, 
were  it  not  lor  one  consideration.  If  the  gentleman  would 
add  to  his  motion  a  proposition  for  such  further  tax  as 
should  be  necessary  to  redeem  the  notes  when  they  be- 
came due,  he  should  concur  in  his  motion.  But  he  asked 
of  the  House  to  take  a  deliberate  yiew  of  this  subject  before 
they  referred  the  resolution.  If  there  was  anyone  point 
on  which  OoTemment  should  be  cautious,  it  should  be  its 
credit;  and  a  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Qovemment  would 
not  justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes  without  providing  for 
their  redemption." 

Nay,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  in  his 
recent  report,  admits  the  importance  of  such  a  provision : 

"In  connexion  with  the  issue  of  any  Treasury  notes,  it 
is  believed  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  provision  for  their 
early  and  final  redemption." 

Why  has  this  been  neglected  1  Why  is  it  that  Con- 
gress shall  grant  money  with  reckless  precipitation,  omit- 
ting the  precautions  against  abuse  which  even  an  executive 
officer  has  pointed  out  1 

Mr.  B.  said  he  could  not  forbear  to  press  upon  the  House 
the  warning  of  the  firat  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to 
die  emiasion  of  paper  money  by  this  Government : 

*'  The  emitting  of  paper  money  by  the  authority  of  the 
Government  is  wisely  prohibited  to  the  individual  States  by 
the  national  constitution,  and  the  spirit  of  that  prohibition 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stalea.  Though  paper  emissions,  under  a  general  au- 
thority, might  have  some  advantages  not  applicable,  and 
be  free  from  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicable, 
to  the  like  emisaion  by  the  States  separately,  yet  they  are 
of  a  nature  so  liable  to  abuse,  and,  it  may  even  be  affirmed, 
so  certain  of  bong  abused,  that  the  wisdom  of  Government 
will  he  sliown'  in  never  trusting  itself  with  the  use  of  so  se- 
ducing and  dsngeroua  an  expedient"  <*  The  stamping  of 
paper  is  an  operation  so  much  easier  than  the  laying  of 
taxes,  that  a  Government  in  the  practice  of  paper  emissions 
would  rsrely  fail,  in  any  such  emergency,  to  indulge  itwif 
too  ^  in  the  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as 
mocfa  as  possible  one  less  auspicious  to  present  popularity." 

Here^  sir,  yon  find  plainly  disclosed  to  us  the  real  motive 
for  a  resort  to  Government  paper.  It  is  "  less  auspicious 
to  present  popularity  to  adopt  a  course  which  would  compel 
the  poople  to  pause  audio  redect  upon  the  folly  and  impos- 
ture thmt  have  brought  us  to  our  present  condition." 

Are  we,  sir,  prepared  to  run  over  again  a  career  of  im- 
providence, without  the  shadow  of  a  pretext,  and  against 
an  the  lessons  of  winlom  and  experience  1  Sir,  the  pre- 
sent tiuDes  afibrd  little  scope  for  ambition,  or  reward  for  the 
toils  of  ofBce,  But  this  administration  has  put  aside, 
from  narrow,  temporary,  and  selfish  considerations,  an 
opportunirjr  of  earning  the  lasting  gratitude  of  posterity, 
and  achieving  a  great  civil  triumph,  by  placing  this  matter 
an  ita  true  basis. 

What,  I  repeat,  is  now  the  fund  mainly  looked  to,  for 
iha  redemption  of  these  Treasury  notes  1  Why,  sir,  the 
daima  which  we  hold  on  broken  banks,  and  the  vague  hope 
that  they  will  grow  better  during^  the  next  year,  in  which 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination  against  these 
isstitiitiana.  No,  sir!  There  is  not  the  least  hope  or 
expectation  of  aid  from  that  quarter.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  the  only  claim  to  credit  which  these  notes 
pnsBBBa,  b  the  fact,  that  they  constitute  a  lien  on  every 
inch  of  real  estate  in  the  country,  and  must  be  discharged 
oot  of  the  hard  labor  of  the  country.  But  the  administra- 
tioB  dates  not  acknowledge  this  to  the  people.    It  does  not 


feel  strong  enough  to  do  so.  Concealment  is  necessary. 
For  thu  very  reason,  sir,  I  resist  the  project.  I  say  to  the 
administration,  come  out  fairiy  and  openly,  so  that  the 
people  may  see  what  is  before  them ;  do  thi%  and  I  will 
cheerfully  co-operate  with  you. 

In  continuing  his  remarks,  Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  the 
understanding  of  the  House,  that  each  of  the  measures, 
proposed  by  the  adoiinistration,  brought  under  review  all 
the  topics  connected  with  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
Whilst  calling  for  the  prerious  question  on  the  postpone- 
ment bill,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  [Mr.  GAxaaxLVve]  had  justified  that  harsh  mea- 
sure, by  remarking  that  the  discussion  thus  arrested  could 
be  renewed  upon  any  other  bill*  He  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  advert  to  some  remarks  which  had  been  made,  or 
rather  assertions  hazarded,  towards  the  dose  of  That  debate, 
as  to  the  past  condition  of  our  currency  ;  a  reply  to  which 
had,  at  the  time,  been  cut  off. 

He  was  desirous,  at  the  outset,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  of  guano- 
ing what  he  had  to  say,  firom  a  chiun  to  either  more  or  leas 
of  consideration  than  was  its  due.  He  had  never  exchang- 
ed a  line,  or  a  syllable,  with  any  one  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  either  institution,  or  any  financial 
question.  His  opinions  were  drawn  from  materials  com- 
mon to  all,  but  to  the  course  and  connexion  of  which  ha 
had  naturally  been  led  to  give  a  careful  and  steady  atten- 
tion. This  explanation  was  proper,  because  he  had  been 
assailed,  in  the  official  paper  of  the  Government,  as  the . 
representative  on  this  floor  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  With 
regard  to  that  institution,  and  the  method  of  its  administra- 
tioii,  they  were  topics  within  the  scope  of  the  debate,  on 
which  each  member  must  judge  of  the  extent  of  his  own 
obligations  to  decency  and  truth.  'But  he  would  suffer 
no  responsible  person  to  insinuate  the  infamous  calumny 
that  he  represented  here  aught  but  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  what  he  deemed  to  be  the  best  interests  of 
the  country. 

It  would  be  readily  believed,  by  those  who  personally 
knew  him,  that  it  was  not  of  choice  he  took  part  in  this 
discussion.  But  the  station  he  now  held  forbade  him  to 
indulge  a  repugnance  that  in  private  life  was  permissable. 
He  was  here  not  to  consult  his  own  sensibilities,  but  to 
struggle  for  the  rights  of  othera.  The  prosperity — ^nay  the 
daily  bread-*of  thousands  of  his  constituents  turned,  as 
he  believed,  on  a  right  underetanding  of  this  momentous 
subject.  Whilst,  therefore,  a  sense  of  what  was  due  to 
the  House,  as  well  as  to  himself  would  guard  against  the 
intrusion  of  personal  feeling,  he  would  not,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  restrained,  by  misplaced  delicacy,  from  that  per- 
fect freklom  which  befitted  the  sole  representative  of  a 
community  once  prosperous  and  happy,  to  an  almost  un- 
exampled extent,  but  now  suffering  severely  under  the 
calamity  that  had  overepread  the  land. 

Mr.  Chairman,  many  homilies  have  been  read  to  us  on 
the  necessity  of  conciliation  and  forbearance.  I,  sir,  am 
one  of  those  to  whom  this  language  is  always  acceptable. 
We  are  not  here  to  wage  a  war  of  sarcasms.  All  remin* 
iscences  that  illustrate  nothing,  and  terminate  only  in  ex- 
asperation, may  well  be  discarded.  But,  sir,  rely  upon  it, 
that  no  good  can  result  from  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  past. 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  «by-gones  are  by-gones."  The  in- 
famous Colonel  Chartres,  we  are  told,  so  consoled  himself 
on  his  death-bed,  when  reminded  by  the  priest  of  his  enor- 
mities. But  seriously,  sir,  if  we  are  over  to  rise  above  the 
level  of  the  brutes — if  man  be  truly  described  as  a  being  bok- 
ing  before  and  after — if  the  lessons  of  experience  are  not  al- 
ways to  be  written  in  water — ^it  is  only  from  a  calm  and 
resolute  survey  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  our  present 
embarrassments,  that  we  can  draw  the  hope  of  extrication, 
or  be  secure  from  a  recurrence  of  the  calamity. 

There  is  one  great  topic,  however,  threatening  in  former 
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ttmas  to  be  iUimitable,  which  the  Buppoitan  of  tbe  admin- 
ietnitioB»  and  the  President  himielf,  now  despatch  in  a 
very  summary  way.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  the  exclusive 
metallic  currency.  The  struggle  now  is,  who  shall  most 
effectually  clear  his  skirts  of  that  doctrine — ^who  shall  most 
strenuously  deny  his  master.  No  one  now  aspires  to  pisy 
the  part  of  Midas.  That  personage,  we  are  told,  was  for 
some  time  successful  in  concealing  his  long  ears.  They 
were  at  length,  however,  detected,  and  rendered  him  the 
object  of  derision. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  soil  my  own  mind,  or  disgust 
lAi»  Honse,  by  hunting  up  proof,  from  a  thousand  polluted 
sources,  that  this  is  the  cry  with  which  the  country  has  so 
long  rung  from  side  to  side.  Sir,  the  task  would  be  as 
nauseating  as  it  is  superfluous.  However  the  attempt  may 
Im  made  by  alarmed  politicians  to  veil  and  qualify  their 
projects,  the  people— the  people,  always  honest,  but  some- 
times led  astray — have  not  forgotten  the  process  of  delu- 
sion. They  well  know  that  this  cry  was  the  Marseilles 
hymn  of  the  promised  revolution.  8ir,  the  people  are  not 
so  stupid  as  is  thought  by  those  who  calculate  on  an  inex- 
haustible fund  of  gullibility.  They  see  not  only  that  their 
podLOts  have  been  picked,  but  their  understandings  outra- 
ged. Sir,  I  draw  the  happiest  augury  for  the  future,  from 
5ie  shame  and  indignation  of  many  who  have  been  the  far- 
Aest  misted — shame  at  their  own  folly ;  indignation  at  the 
desertion  of  their  leaders.  No  class  of  men  is  now  better 
prepared  to  follow  where  patriotism  may  lead  than  those 
who  have  been  thus  turned  upon  and  rebuked  for  the  very 
pluases  so  recently  put  into  thdr  mouths^  and  biaxoned 
upon  their  banners. 

Yes,  sir !  All  eyes  are  now  opened  to  the  mingled  wick- 
edness and  folly  which  would  attempt  to  abolish  credit,  and 
to  denounce  all  those  who  trade  upon  it,  or  in  any  shape 
take  advantage  of  it.  What  but  this  talismanic^word  has 
carried  forward  our  young  nation,  with  unparalleled  rapid- 
ity, in  the  career  of  greatness  1  What  else  has  enabled 
those  whose  sole  possessions  were  stout  limbs,  steadiness, 
sobriety,  a  fair  moral  character,  to  mortgage  all  these  iu 
the  struggle  to  advance  themselves,  and  to  swell  thereby 
the  general  prosperity  ? 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  little  curious  to  those  familiar  with  our 
colonial  history,. to  revert  to  the  early  warfare  upon  that 
system. 

Whilst  we  were  in  subjection  to  Great  Britain,  it  was 
the  settled  policy  of  the  manufacturers  and  merchants  of 
that  country  to  repress  the  adventurous  spirit  of  America, 
and  to  render  our  labor  strictly  subordinate  to  their  imme- 
diate and  narrow  purposes.  Let  me,  at  the  hazard  of 
proving  tedious,  illustrate  what  T  mean  by  a  few  references. 
As  early  as  1717,  you  will  find  on  the  journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  following  entry  : 

''A  petition  of  ironmasters,  ironmongers,  cutlers,  free* 
holders,  nailers,  smiths,  and  artificers,  in  the  iron  manu- 
facture, living  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  In  the  county 
of  Warwick,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
forth  that,  should  there  be  encouragement  given  to  the 
making  and  manufacture  of  iron  in  any  plantation  belong- 
ing to  his  Majesty's  dominions,  it^will  certainly  tend  to  the 
ruin  of  the  iron  trade  of  this  kmgdom,  which  employs 
great  numbers  of  people.  The  greatest  consumption  of 
our  iron  manufactures  is  now  sent  abroad  to  the  planU- 
tions,  which,  if  they  have  encouragement,  will  have  no  oc- 
casion for  our  assistance ;  and  the  iron  works  of  the  nation 
must  be  totally  ruined  forwent  of  employment  for  the  poor." 

Again,  in  the  year  1736,  is  the  following  entry : 

•*  A  petition  of  sundry  ironmasters  and  ironmongers,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  many  others,  trading  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's plantations  in  America,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  forth  that  Uie  inhabitante  of  New  England 
have,  within  these  four  years,  erected  several  forges  and 
slitting  mills,  and  do  annually  make  a  great  deal  of  bar 


iron,  and  manufacture  the  said  iron  into  axes,  nails,  and 
sundry  other  species;  and  do  now  not  only  supply  them- 
selves with  great  part  of  their  nails  and  iron  ware,  but  ex- 
port great  quantities  to  many  other  of  his  Majesty's  planto- 
tionsy  to  the  great  decay  and  prejudice  of  the  iron  trade  in 
this  kingdom,  which  at  this  time  employs  more  people, 
especially  of  the  poor  laborious  sort,  than  any  other  trade, 
that  of  the  woollen  manufacture  only  excepted ;  and  that, 
unless  their  slitting  mills  are  destroyed,  and  also  some  stop 
put  to  their  manufacturing,  our  trade  must  soon  be  utteriy 
ruined,  and  great  numbers  of  people  employed  in  the  ma- 
king and  manufacturing  of  iron  will  be  unavoidably  depri- 
ved of  the  means  of  their  subsistence." 

In  the  same  year  is  another  petition : 

"A  petition  of  sundry  ironmasters  and  ironmongers^ 
concerned  in  the  iron  manufactory,  of  tbe  county  of  Wor- 
cester, in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth  that,  in  that  and  other 
adjacent  counties,  there  has  long  been  esteblisbed  the 
greatest  manufactory  of  iron  in  this  kingdom ;  and  that 
their  manufactory  owes  ite  origin  as  well  to  the  several  for- 
ges erected  in  the  neighborhood,  for  making  bar  iron  suit-- 
able  to  particular  purposes,  as  to  the  great  plenty  of  pit 
coal,  and  the  conveniency  of  the  Severn  for  exportation ; 
and  that  their  trade  has  always  increased  and  flourished  till 
lately  in  proportion  to  the  American  plantations,  but  now 
greatiy  declines  for  want  of  ite  usual  demands ;  and  they 
can  ascribe  this  to  nothing  but  the  making  of  iron  and  iron 
ware  in  that  part  of  the  worid  ;  and  that  many  of  their  ar- 
tificers and  workmen  have  of  late  gone  oS,  and  have  remo- 
ved themselves  thither,  as  it  is  to  be  feared." 

And  mark,  sir,  how  the  British  Parliament  seconded  this 
policy.  I  toke  instances  at  random.  In  the  year  1733  an 
act  was  passed  with  the  following  preamble :  "  Whereas 
the  art  and  mystery  of  making  hats  in  Ghreat  Britain  hath 
arrived  to  great  perfection,  and  considerable  quantities  of 
hats  manufactured  in  this  kingdom  have  heretofore  been 
exported  to  his  Majesty's  plantations  or  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca, who  have  been  wholly  supplied  with  hats  from  Great 
Britain ;  and  whereas  great  quantities  of  hate  have  of  late 
years  been  made,  and  the  said  manufacture  is  daily  increas- 
mg  the  British  plantations  in  America,  and  is  from  thence 
exported  to  foreign  markete,  which  were  heretofore  supplied 
from  Great  Britain."  It  then  proceeds  to  enact  that,  alter 
the  29th  of  ^September,  1736,  no  hat,  dyed  or  undyod. 
finished  or  unfinished,  shall  be  put  on  board  any  vessel  or 
wagon,  with  a  view  of  ite  being  exported  out  of  the  pro- 
vince, on  penally  of  forfeiture,  and  of  a  fine  of  j£500.  No 
hat  maker  in  the  provinces  shall  have  more  than  two  ap- 
prentices at  a  time,  nor  shall  he  employ  a  journeyman  who 
had  not  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years. 

Another  act  of  Pariiament,  of  1760,  provides :  that  *«  no 
mill  or  other  engine,  for  slitting  or  rolling  of  iron,  or  any 
plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt-hammer,  or  any  furnace 
for  making  steel,  shall  be  erected  or  continued  ;  and  every 
such  mill,  engine,  foige,  or  furnace,  shall  be  deemed  a 
common  nuisance,  to  be  abated  by  the  Governor  or  the 
commander-in-diiet  of  the  forces,  within  thirty  days  after 
information  given." 

The  colonies  were  compelled  to  maintain  expensive 
agencies  in  London  to  guard  against  unceasing  efforte  to 
strike  at  their  advancing  prosperity,  by  insisting  on  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency.  Take  an  example  firom  the 
journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1761. 

«<A  petition  of  Robert  Charles,  Esq.,  agent  fbr  his 
Majesty's  colony  of  New  York  in  America,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  said  colony, 
and  several  others  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  the  continent 
in  America,  have  enjoyed  for  many  years  past,  and  do  now 
enjoy,  the  benefit  of  a  paper  credit  rendered  absolutely  ne- 
cessary from  the  want  of  gold  and  silver  suflicient  for  the 
trade  and  circumstances  of  such  colonies." 
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The  petition  states  that  this  paper  credit  has  *'  excited 
tndustxy,  has  proved  a  necessary  and  useful  medium  of 
trade,  and  has  enabled  the  said  colonies  to  pro? ide  for  the 
defence  of  widely  extended  frontiers."  It  adds :  «•  that 
the  said  Uli  depending  in  the  House,  should  the  same  pass 
into  a  law,  will  essentially  alter  the  nature  and  quality  of 
the  paper  credit  of  America,  to  the  grievous  hurt  of  indi- 
viduals, the  disappointment  of  the  public  service,  and  con- 
fusion in  all  manner  of  dealings." 

Thus,  sir,  you  see  that  eighty-six  years  ago  a  prayer  was 
wafted  across  the  Atlantic  from  that  city,  vrhoae  memorial 
to  a  like  effisct  has  just  been  laid  upon  your  table  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Hopfhait.]  The 
suf^lication  then  was  addressed  to  a  foreign  Legislature  sit- 
Ung  at  Westminster.  It  was  successful  in  averting  the 
thiealened  calamity.  The  same  entreaties  addressed  to  an 
American  Congress  at  Washington  seem  to  be  received 
with  coldoess,  perhaps  with  derision. 

The  exertions  of  Doctor  Franklin,  in  (he  same  cause, 
whilst  agent  for  Pennsylvania,  are  sufficiently  disclosed  in 
the  well-known  remonstrance  which  he  prepared  and  pub- 
lished at  London  in  the  year  1764.  He  remarks :  "In 
Pennsjivania,  paper  money  was  first  made  in  1723,  which 
ga^e  new  life  to  business,  promoted  greatly  the  settlement 
of  new  lands,  whereby  the  province  has  so  greatly  increased 
in  inhalHUnte,"  d&c.  Alluding  to  the  argument  that  New 
England  had  been  restrained  by  act  of  Parliament,  and 
that  no  dissatisfaction  existed  thereat,  he  gives  this  expla- 
nation :  <*  In  New  England  there  are  four  distinct  Govern- 
ments ;  but,  having  much  mutual  intercourse  of  dealings, 
the  money  of  each  used  to  pass  current  in  all ;  but  the 
whole  of  this  common  currency,  not  being  under  one  com- 
mon direction,  was  not  so  easily  kept  within  due  bounds ; 
the  prudent  reserve  of  one  colony,  in  its  emissions,  being 
rendered  useless  by  excess  in  another.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  from  this  retrospect  two  things  are  ap- 
parent— 

Fu£t.  That  to  denounce  credit,  and  insist  on  an  exclu- 
flive  metallic  currency,  is  not  an  ingenious  novelty  of  th^ 
pre:9eoC  day,  but  a  servile  attempt  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  those  who^  from  the  earliest  settlement,  have  watched, 
with  jealous  alarm,  the  expansive  tendencies  of  an  in- 
genious, energetic,  and  indefatigable  people.  The  wreath 
of  glory  belongs  not  to  any  living  brow.  You  must  seek 
the  great  original  amidst  the  ancient  tombs  of  Birmingham 
or  Worcester. 

A  second,  and  not  less  striking  fact,  is  disclosed  to  us, 
that  the  sagacious  mind  of  Doctor  Franklin,  seventy-three 
years  ago,  discerned  the  necessity,  wherever  intimate  com- 
mercial relations  existed  between  ^e  colonies,  of  some  cen- 
tral controlling  power,  as  a  check  upon  extravagant  issues 
of  paper.  Since  he  wrote,  how  have  the  relations  of  the 
States  been  multiplied  !  And  how  painfully  has  the  truth 
been  forced  upon  us,  that,  in  this  condition  of  things,  it  is 
vain  for  one  State  to  attempt  to  guard  against  the  improvi- 
dence  of  others ! 

Sir,  the  convictions  of  Br.  Franklin,  in  1764,  are  those 
which  come  to  us  in  18S"7,  from  the  East,  the  West,  the 
North,  and  the  South ;  not  from  the  counting-house  and 
and  the  factory  only,  but  from  the  plough  and  the  mat- 
tock— from  every  form  of  industry,  now  cheated  out  of  its 
honest  earnings  by  a  spurious  and  depreciated  currency. 

Tbeee  convictions,  Mr.  Chairman,  may,  I  know,  be 
baffled  and  eluded.  There  are  at  work,  amongst  the  poll- 
tictans  of  our  wide-spread  country,  motives  the  most  power- 
fnl  that  can  actuate  the  human  bosom  to  stifle  or  decry  the 
plainest  lessons  of  experience.  The  love  of  place — the  pride 
of  opinion — the  maintenance  of  party  ascendency — the  hate 
of  political  rivals — all  these  will  insure  a  desperate  war  to 
the  knife,  in  preference  to  the  admission  of  error.  You 
cannot  aapply  with  foregn  missions  one  out  of  a  thousand 
si  those  who  believe  that  they  must  either  mystify  and  con- 


fttse  the  people — ^make  up  ihfse  issues — astound  and  be- 
wilder by  the  very  audacity  of  party  tactics — or  disappear 
from  public  Gfe. 

I  am  not  sanguine,  then,  that  the  time  has  yet  arrived 
for  the  complete  triumph  of  the  truth.  But  I  believe  in  the 
final  good  sense,  as  well  as  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  to  that  good  sense  I  look,  for  the  achievement,  in 
the  end,  of  a  thorough  reformation. 

In  the  attempt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  currency  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
seven  years  war  upon  the  bank,  I  avail  myself  of  the  testi- 
mony of  a  witness  to  whom  exception  will  hardly  be  taken 
by  the  friends  of  thp  administration.  I  allude  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  recently  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  whose  behalf  we  saw  officere 
of  the  General  Grovemment  arrayed,  in  a  manner  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  General  Jackson  have  denounced  as  so  in- 
decent, as  well  as  perilous  to  our  free  institutions.  In 
September,  1828,  two  months  before  the  election  <tf 
General  Jackson,  I  find  Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  on  a  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  its  a£iinr. 
The  report  of  the  committee,  bearing  Mr.  IngersoH's  sig- 
nature, is  dated  2d  September,  1828.  It  met  my  eye,  for 
the  first  t?me,  in  Europe,  where  its  exhibit  was  a  matter  of 
congratulation  to  Americans  and  the  friends  of  America.  I 
have  since  turned  to  it,  as  preserved  hi  Hazard's  Registei'. 

After  alluding  to  the  difficulty,  supposed  to  arise  from 
the  universal  receivability  of  the  notes  in  payment  of  duties, 
which  it  was  feared  would  compel  the  bank  to  providis 
funds  in  many  places  to  pay  the  same  note,  Mr.  Ingersoll 
thus  proceeds : 

<<  But  the  second  measure  alluded  to  by  the  committee, 
which  wrought  the  most  important  change  in  the  situation 
of  the  bank — that  which  may  be  considered  as  decisive  of 
its  usefulness  and  prosperity — relates  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  circulation  of  its  notes.  The  board  of  directors 
adopted  a  course,  the  success  of  which  has,  in  the  view  of 
this  committee,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  prosperi- 
ty of  the  institution.  It  would  lead  the  committee  beyond 
the  proper  limits  of  a  report  to  state  in  detail  the  reasoh 
of  this  course  ;  but  the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded 
was  briefly  this :  that  the  universal  receivability  of  the 
notes  of  the  bank  was  of  no  disadvantage,  if  the  local  cur- 
rency of  the  place  were  the  notes  where  issued  was  sound ; 
and  It  was  the  duty  of  tho  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  its  power,  to  make  it  sound.  Accordingly  they 
pursued  the  system  of  issuing  freely  and  exclusively  their 
own  notes ;  of  receiving,  generally,  the  notes  of  solvent 
Stato  banks,  and  making  frequent  settlements  vrith  them  ; 
thus  improving  the  currency,  by  introducing  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  by  preventing  the  over- 
issues of  the  State  banks.  By  a  gradual  and  judicious  ex- 
ecution of  this  plan,  the  effect  followed,  that,  without  pri- 
vate  or  general  suffering,  without  causing  the  failure  of 
any  bank  or  any  individual,  and  without  inconvenience  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  banking  operations  of 
the  country  have  been  brought  under  an  efficient  control, 
and  a  large  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  ihe  United 
States  have  been  gradually  substituted  for  the  depreciated  or 
doubtful  currency  which  was  so  injurious  to  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  This  sippial  triumph  over  the  great- 
est of  all  tho  difficulties  of  the  bank,  fur  the  achievement 
of  which  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude  is  due  to  the  able 
officer  who  presides  over  the  institution,  has  dissipated  all 
the  doubts  entertained  of  its  power  to  supply  tho  necessary 
amount  of  notes,  and  has  permanently  fixed  the  basis  of  a 
wide  extended  and  profitable  usefulness.  The  means  thus 
derived  from  the  increase  of  notes,  and  the  sale  of  stock, 
were  devoted  to  discounts  and  loans,  particularly  to  that 
class  of  loans  which  are  at  once  the  safest  and  the  roost 
useful — the  discount  of  bills  of  exchange.     With  these 
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means  the  bank  has  been  enabled  to  extend  its  operations, 
in  both  foreign  and  domestic  exchange,  in  such  a  manner 
as  greatly  to  enhance  the  profits  of  its  business,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  has  afforded  facility  and  security  to  the 
commercial  transactions  of  the  country." 

Tho  report  proceeds  to  exhibit  the  operations  of  the  bank, 
and  winds  up  as  follows : 

''This  exhibition  is  calculated  to  show  that  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  are  deriving  important  advantages  from 
the  successful  prosecution  of  a  system  of  measures  which 
not  only  produces  profit  to  the  stockholders,  but  furnishes 
to  the  community  a  convenient,  sound,  and  highly  useful 
currency.  And  the  committee,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
approve  the  system  which  has  been  practically  shown  to 
be  wise,  feel  it  to  be  proper  to  notice  and  commend  the 
activity  and  energy  which  have  been  exercised  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  to  preiserve  the  purity  of  this  currency, 
and  to  save  the  community  from  the  evils  of  its  being 
counterfeited, 
f  «  The  committee  deem  themselves  justified  instating, 
as  the  general  result  of  their  examination,  that  the  aflaira 
of  the  institution  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition ; 
conducted  upon  proper  bankmg  principles,  in  the  general 
scheme  of  its  administration,  and  in  the  details  of  its  man- 
agement.'* • 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  the  deliberate  representation 
made  on  the  eve  of  General  Jacksen's  administration.  But 
the  message  of  the  President,  in  1829,  declared  that  the 
bank  had  failed  to  provide  a  sound  and  uniform  currency, 
and  suggested  the  project  of  an  exchequer  bank.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  having  at  its  head  the  venerable  Gen- 
eral Smith  of  Maryland,  a  warm  political  friend  of  Gener- 
al Jackson,  was  appointed  to  take  the  whole  subject  into 
consideration.  The  report  of  that  committee,  gomg  into 
details,  the  accuracy  and  force  of  which  have  never  been 
questioned,  is  familiar  to  all.     It  is  there  said  : 

<*  As  every  bank  which  desires  to  maintain  its  charac- 
ter, must  be  ready  to  make  settlements  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  or  be 
immediately  discredited,  and  must  therefore  keep  its  notes' 
equal  to  gold  or  silver,  there  can  be  little  danger  to  the 
community,  while  the  issues  of  the  banks  are  restrained 
from  running  to  excess,  by  the  salutary  control  of  the 
Bank  of  tho  United  States,  whose  own  circulation  is  ex- 
tremely moderate,  compared  with  the  amount  of  its  capital. 
Accordingly,  the  fact  is,  that  the  general  credit  of  the 
banks  is  good,  and  that  their  paper  is  always  convertible 
into  gold  or  silver,  and  for  all  local  purposes  forms  a  local 
currency  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver.  There  is,  however, 
superadded  to  this  currency,  a  general  currency,  more 
known,  more  trusted,  and  more  valuable  than  the  local 
currency,  wliich  is  employed  in  the  exchanges  between 
different  parts  of  the  country.  These  are  the  notes  of 
the  national  bank.  These  notes  are  receivable  for  the 
Government,  by  the  9,000  receivers,  scattered  through- 
out every  part  of  the  country.  They  are,  in  fact,  in 
the  course  of  business,  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  though 
they  are  not  legally  or  necessarily  so  paid,  by  the  branches 
of  the  bank,  in  every  section  of  the  Union.  In  all  com- 
mercial places  they  are  received,  in  all  transactions,  with- 
out any  reduction  in  value ;  and  never,  under  any  circum- 
stances, does  the  paper,  from  the  remotest  branches,  vary 
beyond  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  in  its  actual  exchange 
for  silver.  Here,  then,  is  a  currency  as  safe  as  eilver ; 
more  convenient,  and  more  valuable  than  silver ;  which, 
tlirough  the  whole  western  and  southern,  and  interior  parts 
of  the  Union,  is  eagerly  sought  in  exchange  for  silver ;. 
which,  in  those  pections,  often  bears  a  premium  paid  in 
silver ;  which  is,  throughout  the  Union,  equal  to  silver  in 
payment  to  the  Government  and  payments  to  individuals 
in  business ;  and  with  which,  whenever  silver  is  needed, 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  will  command  it,  without  the 


charge  of  the  slightest  fraction  of  a  per  centage.  By  means 
of  this  currency,  funds  are  transmitted  at  an  expense  less 
than  in  any  other  country.  In  no  other  country  can  a 
merchant  do  what  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  can 
do— deposite,  for  instance,  his  silver  at  St.  Louis,  or 
Nashville,  or  New  Orleans,  and  receive  notes,  which  he 
can  carry  with  him  1,000  or  1,500  miles,  to  the  Atlantic 
cities,  and  there  receive  for  them  an  equivalent  amount  of 
silver,  without  any  expense  whatever ;  and  in  no  possible 
event,  an  expense  beyond  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent.  If, 
however,  a  citizen  does  not  wish  to  incur  the  anxiety  of 
carrying  these  notes  with  him,  or  to  run  the  hazard  of  the 
mail,  he  may,  instead  of  them,  receive  a  draft,  payable  to 
himself  or  his  agent  alone,  so  as  to  insure  the  receipt  of  an 
equal  amount,  at  an  expense  of  not  one- half,  and  often  not 
one-fourth,  of  the  actual  cost  of  carrying  the  silver.  The 
owner  of  funds,  for  instance,  at  St.  Louis  or  Nashville, 
can  transfer  them  to  Philadelphia  for  one-half  per  cent.; 
from  New  Orleans^  generally,  without  any  charge  at  all — 
at  most,  one-half  per  cent. ;  from  Mobile,  from  par  to  one- 
half  per  cent.;  from  Savannah,  at  one-half  per  cent;  and 
from  Charleston,  at  from  par  to  one-quarter  per  cent. 

"This  seems  to  present  a  state  of  currency  approach- 
ing as  near  to  perfection  as  could  be  desired  :  tor  here-  is  a 
currency  issued  at  twenty- four  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  obtainable  by  any  citizen  who  has  money  or  credit. 
When  in  his  possession,  it  is  equivalent  to  silver  in  all  his 
dealings  with  all  the  9,000  agents  of  the  Government, 
throughout  the  Union.  In  all  his  dealings  with  tho  in- 
terior, it  is  better  than  silver;  in  all  his  dealings  with  the 
commercial  cities,  equal  to  silver ;  and  if,  for  any  purpose, 
he  desires  the  sflver  with  which  he  bought  it,  it  is  at  his 
disposal,  almost  universally,  without  any  diminution,  and 
never  more  than  a  diminution  of  one-quarter  per  cent.  It 
is  not  easy  to  imagine,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  desire, 
any  currency  better  than  this. 

.  *<  It  is  not  among  its  least  advantages,  that  it  betars  a 
proper  relation  to  the  real  business  and  exchanges  of  the 
country,  being  issued  only  to  those  whose  credit  entitles 
them  to  it,  increasing  with  the  wants  of  the  active  opera- 
tions of  society,  and  diminishing,  as  these  subside,  into 
comparative  inactivity  ;  while  it  is  the  radical  vice  of  all 
Government  paper  to  be  issued  without  regard  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  community,  and  to  be  governed  wholly  by  con- 
siderations of  convenience  to  the  Government." 

I  will  trouble  the  House  further  only  with  the  closing 
paragraph :  4 

<<0n  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  tbe 
present  state  of  the  currency  is  safe  for  the  community, 
and  eminently  useful  to  the  Government;  that,  for  sonne 
years  past,  it  has  been  improving,  by  the  infusion  into  the 
circulating  medium  of  a  larger  portion  of  coin,  and  the 
substitution  of  the  paper  of  more  solvent  banks,  in  lieu  of 
those  of  inferior  credit ;  and  that,  if  left  to  the  progress  of 
existing  laws  and  institutions,  the  partial  inconveniences 
which  still  remain  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  last  -war^ 
will  be  wholly  and  insensibly  remedied.  Under  theae  cir- 
cumstances, they  deem  it  prudent  to  abstain  from  all  l(;g[is- 
lation,  to  abide  by  the  practical  good  which  the  country 
enjoys,  and  to  put  nothing  to  hazard  by  doubtful  ea  perl- 
ments.  ** 

Such  was  the  currency  when  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  responsible  for  its  soundness  and  uniformity. 
What  is  it  now,  when  the  responsibility  has  been  assumed 
by  others?  Alas!  sir,  it  is  as  superfluous  as  it  would  be 
painful,  to  depict  what  is  forced  every  hour  upon  our  at- 
tention. 

At  the  end  of  seven  years,  we  are  summoned  here  to  be 
told  that  the  "experiment^*"  upon  which  the  Government 
decided  to  precipitate  itself  are  no  longer  *' doubtful." 
They  are  admitted  to  be  utter  failures.  But  we  a^re,  at 
the  same  time,  informed  that  it  is  not  open  to  the  country 
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to  profit  bj  tho  ieaaoua  of  experience.  Then  U  an  insa- 
perable  obstacle  in  the  way.  The  Pramdent  k  trammelled 
by  a  letter  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Sherrod  WilUamfi,  and  by  an- 
other addreaaed  to  a  Cincinnati  dinner-party  ! 

Will  the  people  be  satisfied  with  this  answer  ?  I  think 
not.  Let  politicians  who  heve  attained  notoriety  by  elamor 
ou  this  sobject,  straggle  ti*  they  may  to  repress  the  roused 
^rlt  of  the  nation — to  disguise  from  the  people  their  own 
•trength--to  induce  despair  as  to  the  possibility  of  attain- 
ing the  only  practicable  remedy — their  triumph  will,  I  be- 
lievs^  be  short- lived* 

Gentlemen  taantingly  call  upon  us  for  our  plans — to  ex- 
hibit the  schemes  from  which  we  purpose  to  make  a  choice; 
as  if  novelty  were  an  indispensable  ingredient  to  any  prop- 
osition for  relief;  and  as  if  a  successful  experience  of  forty 
years  were  an  insuperable  argument  against  a  recurrence 
to  the  wisdom  of  former  days.  Sir,  what  my  constituents 
ask  is,  that  yon  will  give  back  to  them  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  in  1689.  They  ask' of  patriotism  to  restore 
what  party  has  snatched  from  them.  They  aidi  that  this 
Govemment  may  not  be  known  and  felt  only  as  an  en- 
gine of  mischief — as  a  thing  to  be  execrated. 

I  had  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  considering  another 
bill  of  the  present  series^  to  re^ew  the  manner  in  which 
the  first  eiperiment  was  carried  into  e£foct  through  the 
mffeotj  of  Mr.  Kendall.  I  will  not  repeat  what  was  then 
said,  bat  I  will  advert  to  another  fact,  which  is  now  placed 
beyond  dispute,  and  which  displaya^  tho  reckless  and  un- 
principled spirit  of  this  warfare.  It  is  now  conceded  that 
the  employment  of  State  banks  was  with  a  full  knowledge 
that  they  would  prove  incompetent  to  the  purpose,  and 
that  the  attempt  would  break  them  down.  They  were  en- 
listed into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  crushed 
in  their  boor  of  exhaustion.  The  same  policy  is  here 
visible  as  led  to  overtures  to  the  western  Indians  to  take 
part  in  the  Florida  war.  Sir,  we  are  not  left,  on  this 
point,  to  presumptive  evidence,  or  even  to  the  testimony 
of  Judge  White.  We  have  a  direct  revelation.  The 
Giobe  of  3l8t  July  last  has  an  elaborate  essay,  evidently 
drawn  up  hy  one  who  had  been  admitted  behind  the 
scenes,  if  not  himself  a  principal  actor.  It  appears  in  a 
journal,  too,  whose  editor  could  not  but  know  whether  the 
statement  made  was  true  or  false.  Congress,  at  its  ses- 
sion prsvions  to  the  removal,  had  declared  the  depositee 
cafe  in  the  United  States  Bank.  That  body  would  reas- 
semble in  a  few  weeks.  It  was  resolved,  therefore,  to 
strike  an  immediate  blow,  for  the  reasons  thus  set  forth  by 
the  correspondent  of  the  ofiicial  paper,  not  two  months  ago. 

*'  It  was  deemed  essential  to  force  the  bank  into  the  field 
piemnturely,  and  cripple  her  in  anticipation.  This  could 
be  done  only  by  a  removal  of  the  deposites  early  in  Gen- 
eial  Jackson's  second  term.  It  was  believed  that^  if  she 
submitted  to  the  measure  in  peace,  she  would  be  quietly 
stripped  of  her  power ;  a  new  system  would  be  in  full  and 
sooccsslol  operation  before  the  expiration  of  her  charter, 
and  she  woold  glide  out  of  existence  almost  unobserved.  If 
Ae  resisted,  it  was  not  doubted  that  sh6  wonlil  be  van- 
qai«faed  by  the  ever-victorious  cbiefiain." 

In  reference  to  a  complaint  by  some,  that  General  Jack- 
son had  not  disckMMd,  at  the  outset,  his  purpose  of  patting 
down  all  banks,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  insidiously  af- 
filed to  foster  them,  and  to  enlist  their  co-operation,  thii» 
writer  says : 

"  Let  thoee  who  now  inveigh  against  the  employment 
of  Scmte  banks  at  that  time,  look  back,  and  ask  themselves 
whetbor  it  was  possible  for  General  Jackson  to  accomplish 
his  oljeet  by  any  other  means.  If  he  had  proposed  a  se{>> 
aiation  from  all  bonks,  he  would  have  found  all  the  State 
bonks  and  their  friends  in  full  and  efiective  alliance  witb  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea-^-n  league  which  it  vvas  not  desi- 
rable to  enooonter.  Neither  the  public  mind  nor  tbe  opin« 
ioos  of  members  of  Congress  were  then  prepared,''  dee. 
Vox.  XIV.— 77 


Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  all  this  most  humiliating  to  our 
national  pride  ?  Does  it  not  almost  sicken  us  with  the 
forms  of  popular  Government  ?  How  often  huve  we  lis- 
tened to  professions  of  unbounded  faith  in  the  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  the  people  1  And  yet  it  is  undeniable  that 
the  dear  people — the  cherished  people — the  profound  and 
infallible  people— -so  frir  from  having  had  (heir  judgment 
consulted  on  great  public  measures,  have  been  anxiously 
kept  in  pro£dund  ignorance  of  what  was  meditated.  They 
could  not  be  trusted  with  the  secret.  They  have  been 
seated,  like  children  st  a  circus,  gazing  with  bewilderment 
at  adroit  equestrians,  as  they  cast  off  into  the  ring  succes- 
sive trappings  of  disguise ! 

Yes,  sir !  It  is  now  avowed  that  all  the  movements  we 
have  witnessed  were  only  preliminary — mere  feints — a  se- 
ries of  masterly  stratagems  upon  the  people !  We  are  al- 
most forced  to  believe  that  the  plan  of  operations  devised 
for  the  war  upon  the  Seminoles  was,  in  the  rapid  shifUngs 
ef  the  Department,  adopted,  perhaps  by  mistake,  for  the 
war  upon  tho  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the  President's 
message,  to  which  I  could  not  listen  without  pain  at  the 
light  in  which  it  must  place  the  Chief  Magistratp  of  the 
country  before  all  those  who  have  watched  the  course  of 
events.  I  allude  to  the  passage  in  which  he  adverts  to  a 
prophecy  that,  under  a  State  charter,  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  prove  stronger  than  ever. 
Sir,  I  think  that  such  anticipations  were  justifiable.  It 
might  well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  from  the  consti- 
tutiohal  scruples  which  clogged  her  former  existence,  and 
from  the  party  contests  which  perpetually  sought  to  in- 
volve her  in  their  vortex,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  was,  doubtlms,  believed  that  many 
even  of  the  politicians  who  had  joined  in  a  cry  against  the 
bank,  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  a  supposed  popular  cur- 
rent, would  gladly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
least,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  presume  that 
the  States  would  cordially  welcome  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  its  career  of  quiet  usefulness  ?  And,  when 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  thrown  round  it  her  asgis, 
was  it  to  be  apprehended  that  those,  at  least,  who  had  been 
so  long  indulging  in  sentimental  regrets  over  '*  tbe  lost 
rights  of  the  States,"  would  be  the  fint  to  trample  upon 
such  as  are  unquestionable  ?  And  yet,  sir,  how  was  it  ? 
Vott  well  know  the  subsequent  history.  The  topic  was 
too  precious  for  demagogues  to  be  abandoned.  Party  fires 
had  begun  to  wane  and  languish  for  want  of  the  accuaTom- 
ed  blast  ami  aliment,  'i'he  war  assumed  a  character  of  un- 
precedented fierceness.  Before  the  wax  of  the  charter  was 
cold,  you  saw  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  influence 
of  party  eicitement,  passing  a  law  to  inflict  the  heaviest 
penalties  upon  any  one  of  her  citizens  or  corporstions  who 
should  dare  to  act  as  the  agent  of  that  bank.  We  of  PitbL- 
burg  well  know  that  the  result  of  this  single  blow  was  to 
paralyze,  in  a  great  measure,  tho  western  business  of  the 
bank,  'i'here  was  denied  even  a  right  of  way,  and  it  be- 
came almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio  a  letter  'connected 
with  her  affairs.  You  saw,  also,  under  the  same  impulses, 
the  branch  expelled,  on  a  few  days'  notice,  from  Missouri. 
And  in  other  quarters,  so  far  from  being  permitteil  to  take 
the  position  of  a  regulator,  she  has  been  compelled  to  pass 
an  obscure  and  uneasy  existence,  constantly  assailed  by 
party  clamor,  and  with  the  Govemment  and  its  minions 
ready  and  eager,  at  any  moment,  to  second  a  blow  at  her 
interests. 

And  who,  sir,  took  the  lead  in  that  crusade  1  The 
writer  of  this  very  message.  You  saw  him,  with  sston- 
ishment,  arraigning  the  sovereign  State  of  Pennsylvania 
for  a  high  misdemeanor,  before  a  Cincinnati  dinner-table. 
You  saw  him  addressing  to  that  dinner-party  an  inflamma- 
tory letter,  urging  them,  amidst  their  orgies,  to  lift  high 
the  wine-cup  in  pledge  of  eternal  hostility  to  our  Penn^yl- 
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vania  institution.  And  jet,  air,  he  who  has  Baccessfully 
employed  the  influence  of  his  high  station  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  efforts  to  cripple  that  institution — to  bafile  all  her 
exertions  to  be  diffusively  useful — now  sneers  in  this  high 
state  paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  with  which  she  entered 
on  her  new  career ! 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint  here  that»  amidst  the 
falling  to  pieces  of  the  system  of  over-banking,  to  which 
your  policy  gave  unrestricted  scope,  the  Pennsylvania  in- 
stitution did  not  continue  to  pay  specie.  From  whom  is 
this  heard  1  From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  national 
character,  and  with  it  all  accountability  to  the  nation ;  from 
those  who  had  broken  down  the  only  barrier  against  over- 
issues of  paper,  which  then,  *<  like  to  an  entered  tide," 
had  rushed  by  and  flooded  the  country  ;  from  those  who 
had  compelled  her  to  wind  up  and  to  dispose  of  her  resour- 
ces at  a  long  credit ;  from  those  who»  in  1838,  declared 
that  she  was  <*  a  reptile  beneath  the  feet  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury, '^  and  that  she  had  been  <<  brought  to  her 
knees  at  the  first  blow  of  the  State  banks !"  Surely,  it  is 
■  of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  consistency  that  such  com- 
plaints should  proceed  from  such  a  quarter.  But,  forsooth, 
she  might,  as  she  asserts,  have  continued  specie  payments. 
Be  it  so.  The  fact  cannot  well  be  questioned  by  those  who 
riog  in  our  ears  her  tcemendous  power  and  resources.  But 
would  such  a  course,  if  practicable,  have  relieved  the  coun- 
try ?  Bvery  candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re- 
verse would  have  been  the  case.  If  she  continued  to  pay 
out  specie,  she  must  resort  to  measures  to  compel  a  similar 
course  on  the  part  of  others.  And  who  does  not  ste  the 
widespread  ruin  that  must  have  ensued  1  Look  at  the 
bill  upon  your  table  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  upon  the 
deposite  banks.  Before  a  resort  to  suit,  you  provide  for 
the  offer  to  receive  payment  in  protracted  instalments. 
This  is  already  pronounced,  by  gentlemen  from  the  quarters 
in  which  they  are  located,  to  be  oppressive  and  ruinous. 
Vet  you  reproach  the  Pennsylvania  bank  for  not  having 
taken  the  position  which  would  have  compelled  a  far  sharper 
and  more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.  It  seems  to  be 
the  misfortune  of  gentlemen,  otherwise  amiable  and  just, 
to  catch  the  spirit  which  prevails  here,  and  to  soppose  that 
a  capacity  for  mischief  necessarily  implies  the  exercise  of 
it.  No,  sir !  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Government  could 
not  sustain  a  league  of  banks,  the  Pennsylvania  institution 
might  well  decline  to  become  an  instrument  for  gratifying 
the  blind  and  ungovernable  rage  with  which  the  Executive 
was  disposed  to  turn  upon  those  who  had  been  so  long  the 
objects  of  eulogy  and  fitvoritism.  She  did  wisely,  I  think, 
not  to  exhaust  herself  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  but  to 
reserve  whatever  strength  she  possessed  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  evils  into 
which  misgovemment  had  plunged  it. 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with  which  any 
country  was  ever  blest,  the  friends  of  the  administratipn 
tell  us  that  they  have  constitutional  scruples  about  meddling 
further  with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs ;  they 
doubt  their  right  to  core  the  mischief  they  have  inflicted. 
Suppose,  sir,  one  of  your  naval  commanders  should  insist 
on  taking  under  convoy  a  fleet  of  American  merchantmen. 
He  declares  that  he  has  the  only  accurate  charts ;  that  he 
is  familiar  vrith  every  shoal  of  the  channel,  and  every  in- 
dentation, of  the  coast.  But,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and 
danger — ^with  breakers  around  and  signals  of  distress  every 
where  flying — he  is  seen  refusing  the  aid  of  a  single  boat 
or  anchor,  and  abandoning  to  their  fate  the  victims  of  his 
ignorance  and  presumption.  Would  it  be  sofl^cient  for 
such  an  officer  to  say,  as  has  been  argued  here,  *<  mine 
was  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public  enemy  ; 
had  I  rendered  assistance  on  that  occasion,  the  next  re- 
quest would  be  to  throw  overboard  my  guns  for  the  more 
convenient  transportation  of  merchandise  V  If  such  ar- 
guments would  be  met  by  univemal  scorn  and  execration, 


must  not  the  country  regard  vrith  similar  feelings  the  course 
of  the  dominant  party  1 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that  the  nation 
will  cheerfully  sacrifice  itself  for  a  meUphor.  The  word 
dinorte  is  to  reconcile  us  to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to 
him  a  singttlsr  notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endearing  ties  and 
sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The  word  has  been  supposed 
to  bring  up  the  moat  melancholy  images ;  it  speaks  of.  vio- 
lated faith--«f  ungovernable  passions — of  a  desolated  fire- 
side. The  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is  that  of  Henry 
VIII :  on  which  rests  the  y6t  unmitigated  execration  of 
mankind.  There,  too,  the  talk  was  of  State  policy ;  and 
even  religion  was  pressed  into  service  as  the  handmaid  of 
lust.  The  purest  statesman  of  the  age  was  led  to  the  blodi 
for  his  opinions  about  the  divorce.  Sir,'  what  has  been  the 
past  career,  and  what  is  the  present  state,  of  the  party  in 
this  matter  1  You  have  long  since  madly  broken  away 
from  a  logal  oonnexio'b,  sanctified  by  a  happy  and  serene 
cohabitation  of  forty  years.  In  yoor  downward  course  from 
respectability,  you  next  took  to  your  pets,  to  the  infinite 
shame  and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who  looked 
on.  And  now  you  are  wearied  of  fhem,  and  wish  to  go 
upon  the  town  at  large  \  This  craving  for  novel ty--thia 
change  of  doxies— you  dignify  with  the  name  of  a  diwne^ 
which  shall  console  us  in  the  midst  of  our  calamities.  The 
man  whom  you  have  deprived  of  the  chance  of  earning  a 
dinner  for  his  wife,  is  to  go  home  and  comfort  her  with 
talk  about  the  divorce ! 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  one  tc^ic  to  which,  in  conclusion, 
he  could  net  forbear  to  advert,  as,  in  his  view,  fixing  more 
conclusively  than  any  thing  else  the  character  of  the  mee- 
ssge.  He  alluded  to  the  subject  of  a  bankrupt  kw,  to 
which  thousands  had  been  looking  with  intense  anxiety. 
In  order  to  render  himself  intelligible,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  recur  to  opinions  which  the  present  Executive  had 
heretofore  expressed. 

The  most  serious  recent  struggle  for  the  establishment 
of  a  bankrupt  law  was  in  1827.  Oh  the  28d  of  January 
of  that  year,  the  debate  in  the  Senate  was  on  a  motion  to 
stVike  out  the  98d  section  of  the  bill,  which  extended  it4 
provisions,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  other  classes  of 
citizens  than  mere  traders.  Mr.  Van  Bnren  strenuonsly 
supported  the  motion  to  strike  out,  declaring  that  no  one 
but  a  trader  could,  under  the  constitution,  be  the  object  of 
such  a  law.     He  reasoned  thus : 

*<  When  I  say  I  am  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  system,  I 
mean  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  a  bankrupt  system 
in  the  language  oi  the  constitution,  and  such  as  was  ia 
contemplation  by  the  frameia  of  that  instrument.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  the 
section  referred  to.  In  his  judgment,  the  provision  contain- 
ed in  the  &dd  section  was  not  vrithin  the  reasons  wbick 
induced  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  vest  this  power 
of  establishing  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptciee 
in  Congress.  That  it  was  a  power  which  never  ought  te 
be,  or  to  have  been,  vested  in  Congress." 

Speaking  of  the  dangers  of  passing  the  true  line,  he  re- 
marks, that  the  pAwer  to  Congress  being  excluslTe^  any 
extension  of  it  would  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the  States. 
He  adds : 

"  If  it  was  put  to  him  to  decide  between  being  a  party  in 
such  surrender,  or  the  loss  of  the  bankrupt  law,  he  could  not* 
as  he  viewed  the  subject,  without  being  fklse  to  hb  trast» 
hesitate  in  preferring  the  latter." 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  (Mr.  Woodbury) 
took  the  same  ground.     He  said  : 

*^  This  grant  was  not  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  con- 
tracts generally— of  descents—of  suits  at  law ;  but  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcy.  To  bankruptcies,  and  to  bank- 
ruptcies alone,  then,  was  the  power  confined.  And  the 
word   <  bankruptcies,'  as  used  in  the  constitution,   was 
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never,  ia  his  apprefaeiurioD,  intended  to  extend  beyond  em- 
bemennentB  and  failures  afuongst  mercantile  men.  Grant 
thai  Bome  peraona^  not  strictly  traders,  may,  at  times,  have 
been  included  hi  the  provisions  of  some  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankraptctea;  yet  this  was  where  the  power  of  legisla* 
tion  was  lualimited— where  all  legislation,  as  to  ail  creditors 
and  debtors,  was  invested  in  one  body.  It  has  bat  seldom 
ooearred  anywhere,  and  existed  nowhere  at  the  time  of  this 
g;rant  of  power  to  Congress."  '*  He  was  oppoaed  to  this 
feature  of  the  act,  because  to  pass  it  would  be  to  bring  sub- 
jecfs  and  dtixens  within  the  scope  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, never  eontemplated  by  our  ftitbers ;  would  be  sweep- 
ing all  classes  into  this  Norwegian  whirlpool — this  vortex 
of  dieaster  and  dtflicultj  to  State  rights  and  State  inde- 
pendence, from  which  he  could  see  no  means  of  extrica- 
tion." 

Mr.  Woodbory,  on  a  subsequent  day,  (t7th  January, 
1827,)  said: 

"ifnder  a  apecial  grant  of  power  to  us,  in  1789,  to 
peas  '  uniibnn  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupties,'  how 
could  we  then  extend  those  laws  to  persons  who,  at  that 
lims^  were  not  within  the  letter  or  qnrit  of  the  bankrupt 
ayrtem,  any  more  than  we  could  extend  them  to  distinct 
eubjecta  of  land  titles,  or  forms  of  legal  process  ?  It  need 
hardly  be  argued  that,  if  we,  ad  the  agents  of  the  several 
States^  with  explicit  powers,  imdertake  to  construe  the 
langoaiiB  of  thoae  powers  broader  then  what  we  know  the 
lenguage  was  then  onderstood  to  mean,  it  is  as  much  a 
violation  of  the  conatitntion  as  it  would  be  to  usurp  powers 
cniirelj  new." 

We  may  now  advert  to  the  application  of  these  princi- 
ples to  another  clause  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill. 
Ob  the  6th  of  February,  1697,  Mr.  Branch,  of  North 
Caiotioa*  introduced  an  amendment  extending  the  act  to 
banking  oorporations.     He  said : 

"  The  country  Is  inondaled  with  paper  money ;  and  if 
the  merchants  of  thd  country  were  to  be  made  bankrupt 
when  they  ceeae  to  pay  their  debts  pBomptly,  why  should 
sot  incorporated  eempanies,  plaeedin  the  same  circum- 
staneas,  be  sabjeeied  to  the  same  censequenoea  t  The 
banks  of  the  South  haA  giTeo  oifoalatien  to  a  paper  cur- 
rency which  had,  in  many  instances,  become  cfopreciated, 
to  tbe  g;ie«t  loss  of  the  people ;  and  while  the  banks  are 
unaUe  or  unwilling  to  pay  their  honest  obligations,  no 
meaaniM  were  pointed  out  by  which  a  juat  disposition  of 
their  eieela  could  he  enforced  for  the  benefit  of  the  numer- 
ous creditors.  To  place  some  barrier  to  the  operation  of 
audi  m.  stale  of  things,  was  his  object  in  proposing  this 
naendoMDt.  Thare  was  no  subjciet,  he  believed,  upon 
which  gnater  unanimity  of  aeotiment  existed,  than  upon 
the  erila  arising  ^rom  the  present^bankiog  system.  The  evils 
ariaiiii^  •ut  of  a  paper  currency,  when  not  placed  under  re- 
smetaooa  sufficient^  severe  to  restrain  those  engaged  m 
hank  eompamies  from  profligate  or  careless  conduct,  were 
iMMiuBaaliy  admitted.  He,  theiefbre^  wished  to  apply  the 
paona  nnd  penalties  of  the  bankrupt  system  to  theee  evils." 
Let  OS  aee  what  stand  the  preeent  Executive  took  on 
thiii  stdgeet.  I  read  from  the  Congraaaional  Debates : 
**  Mr.  Van  Bursa  aaid  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the 
t  iateriared  with  the  reflation  which  State  Qovem- 
I  nuglit  have  adopted  for  the  Ovremnient  of  .th«<r  State 
which  waa  an  odious  exerdae  of  power  not 
.  by  tha  constitution.  The  amendment  has  this  ex> 
it  Assets  the  Stataaas  totlis  manner  in  which  they 
exerdae  their  sovereignty  in  this  particular,  and 
» oet  what  penalty  shaH  be  iniKeted,  in  caae  the  ehar- 
ttra  gnBtad  by  tbe  Siaiea  eie  vielated.  In  fast,  itpetiiitB 
eat  wbeft  tbe  privilegea  granted  to  tbe  tnoorporations  shall 
be,  faj  delating  the  tbrMtere  and  diffeothig  what  the  oom- 
~  iBBey,endwbatthey.iM7notde.  Ail  this  has  hith- 
done  by  the  Statca.  They  have  assumed  the 
L«f  ifaem  maltflveee  8r right,  whioii .^ley  donbtleas 


have.  And  In  including  this  subject  of  corporations  in 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  it  will  be  taken  entirely 
from  the  States  and  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  bank- 
rupt systep.  This  was  never  done,  and  never  attempted, 
in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  In  England, 
such  a  provision  was  never  drramed  of;  nor  did  he  believe 
that,  when  the  constitution  was  framed,  such  an  attribute 
was  imagined  by  those  who  authorized  the  establishment  of 
a  bankrupt  system."  "The  duties  of  banking  institu- 
tions must  necessarily  be  discharged  by  agents.  Their  es- 
sential responsibility  is  intangible  by  such  a  law.  If  tbe 
clause  were  to  be  inserted,  and  banks  permitted  to  be  made 
bankrupts,  upon  whom,  upon  what  human  being,  could 
the  penalty  of  the  law  be  made  to  rest  1  Would  yon  ap- 
ply the  rigor  of  the  system  to  those  agents,  who  are  so  far 
from  being  principals  in  the  delinquency  of  the  institutions 
to  which  they  are  attached,  that  they  are  only  the  hired 
servants  of  these  banks  1  This  conid  not  be.  It  would 
be  the  height  of  injustice  to  implicate,  in  a  penal  manner, 
these  agents,  and  not  for  fraud,  but  merely  for  the  inalnli- 
ty  of  the  corporations  to  pay  their  debts.  The  individuals 
employed  to  carry  on  these  establishments  surely  should  be 
exempt  from  the  penalties  of  bankruptcy :  they  are  persons 
without  whom  they  cannot  be  carried  on ;  they  are  tbe  agents 
of  all  those  who  hold  stock  in  their  banks ;  they  act  for  tbe 
various  claeses  of  individuals  whose  means  are  confided  to 
banking  companies,  and  among  whom  are  to  be  found  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  hav- 
ing capable  and  honest  men  to  fill  these  agencies.  But 
how  could  such  men  be  induced  to  occupy  tho«e  situations, 
if  they  were  to  be  made  Individually  responsible,  not  only 
for  their  own  acts,  but  for  the  misfortunes  and  losses  of 
their  corporations.  On  the  other  hand,  would  you  render 
the  stockholders  liable  *for  the  disasters  of  the  institution  1 
In  cases  of  misconduct  by  the  officers  employed  by  them, 
or  a  majority  of  ihem,  would  you  make  them  answerable 
for  an  act  of  bankruptcy  1  Could  they,  in  justice,  be  liable 
for  the  malversation  of  agents  employed  by  them  to  transact 
a  business  of  which  they  were,  all  of  them,  probably  ig- 
norant 1  He  thought  that  no  great  expenditure  of  reason- 
ing need  be  made  to  show  the  true  answers  to  these  inquiries ; 
and  the  very  questions,  he  conceived,  illustrated  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  case.  His  idea  of  a  bankrupt  system  was, 
■tbat  it  could  not  be  applied  to  any  but  individuals  or  prin- 
cipals, and  that  it  was  not  capable  of  being  made  to  operate 
on  associations,  or  on  the  subordinate  agents,  either  of  in- 
dividuals or  corporations.  He  therefore  objected  to  this 
amendment.  He  did  not  wish  the  bill  to  be  defaced  by  any 
inappropriate  provisions.*' 

The  clause  was  rejected ;  Mr;  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury voting  against  it. 

Here,  then,  is  the  doctrine  distinctly,  and  without  qual- 
ification, announced  and  acted  on — that  to  extend  to  cor- 
porations, in  any  way,  tho  provisions  of  a  bankrupt  law, 
would  violate  the  constitution  ;  and  that,  even  if  no  consti- 
tutional obstacle  existed,  it  would  be  an  outrage  upon  the 
dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

What  then  must  be  thought  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Pres- 
ident, when  vre  find  in  the  message  recently  addressed  to 
lis  the  following  paragraph : 

"In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
fsmedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which  the 
oonstitution  enables  us  to  afibrd.  The  Treasury  Department, 
on  several  former  occasions,  has  suggested  the  propriety  and 
isnporUnce  of  a  Uniform  law  concerning  bankruptcies  of 
corporations  and  other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  suoh  a  law,  a  salutary  check  may,  doabtless,  be  imposed 
en  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy  givten 
to  the  citiieen  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  fully  authorized  by  the  constitution.'* 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  only  measure  of  relief  for  the 
people  whioh  the  President  suggests,  is  one  that  he  and  the 
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Secretary  have  united  in  denouncing  and  defeating.  Did 
the  President  auppoae  it  would  pass  ?  Was  be  not  aware 
that,  if  passed,  he  would  be  bound  to  veto  it  1 . 

It  would  be  remarked,  as  a  singular  feature  in  the  case, 
that  in  the  message  there  was  an  implied  reproach  upon  the 
Congress  of  other  days  for  slighting  the  suggestions  of  for- 
mer Secretaries  on  this  subject.,  when,  in  truth,  that  very 
result  was  brought  about  by  his  own  vehement  resistance. 
We  have  been  informed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
that  they  do  not  intend  to  bring  forward,  at  the  special  ses- 
sion, any  bill  on  a  subject  which  the  President  suggests  as 
the  only  remedy  that  has  occurred  to  him  to  relieve  the 
country  from  a  depreciated  currency.  Doubtless  we  shall 
never  hear  a  word  more  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  said  bo  was  not  disposed  to  apply  harsh  epithets 
to  the  conduct  on  which  he  had  thus  animadverted.  He 
was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  people.  It  would  be 
for  them  to  say  whether  there  had  been  manifested  a  gen- 
uine sympathy  for  their  condition,  and  an  anxiety  for  their 
relief,  or  whether  their  sufferings  had  been  mocked  and  their 
understandings  insulted. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  ho  wss  opposed  to  the  bill, 
whether  designed  to  raise  revenue  or  to  create  a  circulating 
medium.  As  a  revenue  measurehe  believed  it  unnecessary, 
and,  under  that  impression,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  time 
of  general  pressure,  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  levy  upon  the 
people  additional  burdens.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
anticipates  a  deficit  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  only. 
He  proposes  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  set  apart  for 
the  States,  or  to  resort  to  some  other  resource  for  a  sum 
equal  to  ten  millions  of  dollars;  which  he  givrs  us  to  under- 
stand will  meet  all  necessarj  expenses,  and  leave  a  surplus 
of  one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  millions  for 
sudden  and  contingent  calls.  The  same  view  is  presented 
still  more  distinctly  by  the  President  in  his  message.  He 
tells  us : 

<*The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year,  beyond 
the  probable  receipts  and  the  amount  it  was  intended  should 
be  left  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
will  be  about  six  millions.'' 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  supposition  thst  indulgence 
will  be  extended  on  the  merchants*  bonds.  Adverting  to 
the  means  of  supply,  he  says  : 

(<  It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  amount  required  by 
loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in  the  Treaaoiy 
$9,867,814,  directed  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  1886,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  in  October  next." 

He  then  recommends  the  use  of  this  sum,  as  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted  to  defray  existing  appro- 
priations. Well,  sir,  we  have,  granted  the  sum  required, 
in  the  very  mode  recommended  by  the  Executive,  by  vio- 
lating our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  the  States;  and 
now,  before  we  have  determined  whether  any  or  what  in- 
dulgence shall  be  extended  to  the  merchants  or  the  banks, 
we  are  called  upon  to  authorize  an  issue  of  ten  millions  in 
Treasury  notes,  making  (exclusive  of  the  sum  withheld 
from  the  States)  about  forty-six  millions  for  the  current 
year.  It  is  true  the  President  proposes  this  issue,  not  in 
addition  to  the  funds  withheld  from  the  Sutes,  but  tempo- 
rarily, and  only  until  the  amount  can  be  collected  from  the 
banks.  But  there  is  no  pretence  that  the  banks  are  insol- 
vent ;  nor  is  there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  some  part  at 
least  of  what  they  owe  may  not  speedily  be  collected  or 
made  available.  We  well  know  that  hitherto  drafts  upon 
them,  whether  paid  or  not,  have  served  the  purposes  of  the 
Government;  indeed,  thiit,  oven  when  protested,  these 
drafu  have  readily  sold  in  the  market  at  a  premium  of  six 
or  seven  per  cent.  If  six  millions  only  of  the  sum  wrested 
from  the  States  can  be  commanded,  Uiey  will  suffice,  as  the 
President  himself  informs  us,  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year.  Yet  we  are  to  issue  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
xedecottble  at  the  expiratioa  of  twelv«  monUia;  six  mil- 


lions to  supply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe^  >e> 
may  obtain  from  the  banks  indebted  to  us,  or  make  availa- 
ble by  drafts  upon  them ;  and  the  residue,  avowedly,  to 
provide  or  keep  up  a  surplus  for  the  mint,  and  for  unforeseen 
contingencies.  I  question  much,  sir,  the  propriety  of  this 
annual  appropriation  far  the  mint.  There  is  reason  to  fear 
that  we  are  making  money  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and, 
if  so,  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  better. 
As  for  the  surplas  for  sudden  emergencies,  the  very  contin- 
gency has  occurred  for  using  whatever  portion  of  it  may 
remain  ;  and  I  would  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
issue  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of  any  kind  upon 
the  country.  This  is  not  the  time  to  create  or  retain  an 
idle  surplus  of  three  or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury. 

But  funds,  it  is  said,  are  wanting  to  carry  on  what  is 
called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so,  profoundly  ignorant 
as  we  are  stiU  kept  of  the  true  cause  of  that  war,  discredit- 
able as  its  conduct  has  been  to  the  administration,  I  am 
ready  to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and  secu- 
rity of  our  frontier  settlements.  But  has  the  Execative 
called  for  a  further  appropriation  for  that  object!  If  there 
be  in  the  message  the  most  distant  allusion  to  such  an  ap- 
propriation, it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President 
sums  up  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  which  be  in- 
vites our  immediate  attention : 

<'To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  die  pobKc  moneys ;  to  designate  the  funds 
to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Government ;  to  enable  the 
Treasury  to  meet  promptly  every  demand  upon  it;  to  pre- 
scribe the  terms  of  indulgence  and  the  mode  of  settlement 
to  be  adopted  as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  rev- 
enue that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures, within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Congress,  as 
will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the  enterprise  and  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  coantry." 

These  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  present  inconve- 
nient and  unseasonable  convocation  of  Congress.  Yet  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Wise]  may  have  been  right  in  suggesting 
that  the  true  motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding further  means  to  carry  on  tbe  war  in  Florida.  For, 
of  the  various  objects  supposed  to  require  immediate  legis- 
lation, there  is  not  one  which  the  Executive,  in  tbe  pleni- 
tude of  its  authority,  had  not  already  provided  for,  or  which 
might  not  have  been  deferred  without  much  detriment  to 
the  public  interests,  till  the  regular  period  of  our  annoal 
session. 

Why  are  we  told,  sir,  of  the  necessity  of  regulating  tfa<e 
safe- keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys.l.   The 
deposite  act  already  provided  for  the  case  which  faae  occur- 
red ;  directing  that,  where  the  banks  shall  be  discontinued 
as  depositories,  the  public  moneys  shall  be  kept  by  the  Tree- 
surer,  subject  to  be  dnbuned  according  to  law.  But  withont 
regard  to  this  proviaion,  or  waiting  for  any  new  legislation, 
the  Executive  proceeded  at  once  to  organize  a  new  syatem. 
Circulars  were  addraased,  in  May  last,  to  the  coUectora  and 
receivers  of  public  money,  requiring  them  to  keep  it  in  their 
own  hands,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the  TN^savy   De- 
partment.    [Mr.  R.  here  read  extracts  finm  the  carcnlara 
referred  to.  ]    The  Executive,  as  usual,  made  a  Um  to  salt 
its  own  views  of  the  exigency  of  the  case,  and  the  ayoteni 
then  adopted  has  continued  ever  since  in  full  operataon. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  speak  of  designating  the 
funds  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  Government  t  The  res- 
olution of  April,  1816,  was  in  full  force.  It  is  true  the 
fiimous  Treasury  einsular  had  been  issued  in  defiance  of 
that  resolution ;  and  that  when  Congress  reasserted  tta  au- 
thority, and  passed  an  act  virtually  repealing  it,  and  doin^ 
precisely  what  is  now  recommended-*-deaignating  the  funds 
to  be  received  in  public  payments^-fthal  act  was  not  Tegakp^- 
ed  by  Piasident  Jackson  as  meriting  the  honor  ofMa  notice. 
Bat  the  prewiii  •incumbenty  apne  «aQ  dMbty  hen  mt  ko9m% 
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m»  good  a  right  to  rcacind  the  unlawful  odict  aa  hia  |»red6- 
oeaaor  had  to  iaaae  it.  The  exiating  regalationa  praacribe, 
moraover,  the  very  funds,  which  it  ia  apparent,  from  the 
whole  aoope  of  the  meaaage,  the  Pfeaideni  eonaidera  alone 
adniiaaible.  "Why,  then»  call  upon  Congieta  again  to  dea- 
ignate  tboae  fonda  1  What  aaaurance  have  we  that,  bound 
ea  he  ia  to  follow  the  footatepa  of  hia  predeceaior,  another 
lew  upon  the  aubjecl  will  not  be  tiaated  Kke  the  firat  1  Or 
of  what  avail  ia  it  for  Congreia  to  enact  Uwa  which  the 
ISxecotive  habitually  auperaedea  at  ita  pleaaure  1 

Ab  to  loaklng  proviaion  to  enable  the  Treaauiy  ta  meet 
the  demanda  upon  it,  I  have  already  endeavored  to  ahow 
that  under  the  practice  prevailing  at  the  Treaauiy  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  depoaito  banfca^  and  the  determination  adopt- 
ed by  the  Executive  of  withholding  the  fourth  inatalment 
due  the  Statea,  there  were  abundant  means  to  meet  all  ae- 
oeaaaiy  expenditum  during  the  current  year,  or  at  leaat  to 
enable  the  Treasury  to  hold  out  until  the  first  Monday  in 
Beoember. 

Nor  was  there,  air,  the  leeat  oocaaion  for  an  extra  aea- 
«0D  to  gient  indulgence  to  public  debtors,  or  preacribe 
terma  of  aettkment  with  them.  The  aame  authority  which 
the  Ezecuttve  has  exereiaed  in  relatioB  to  thoee  subjects,  up 
to  the  praaent  moment,  might  juat  as  lawfully  have  been 
exerted  for  two  m<Miths  longer. 

Them  lemains,  then,  but  a  single  ground  upon  which 
tb^  President  has  placed  the  justification  of  this  extra 
aesalon :  the  propriety  of  devising  and  adopting  meaaures^ 
within  thecoMrtitntional  competoncy  of  Congreas^  to  tevive 
the  enterpriee  an^  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  importance  of  these  objects  none  will  contest.  But 
what  nMoaoiea^  osieolated  to  effiict  them,  doea  the  Presi- 
dent recommend!  Not  one.  That  most  generally  and 
mgently  demanded  by  the  commercial  eommunitj— the 
aatabUahment  of  a  national  baak^he  unhesitatingly  re- 
jecta,  aa  not  within  our  conalitotioneJ  competency.  Be- 
lieving, aa  I  do^  auch  an  institution  both  ncioonstitutional 
and  inexpedient,  I  em  gratified  to  find  thait  he  speaks  in 
reAieooe  lo  it  in  no  equivocal  langaage.  More^  air,  I  muat 
Innfcly  dadaie  that  I  concur  moat  fully  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  mesaage,  that  it  is  not  the  province  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  legiabto  in  favor  of  particular  pursuits.  The 
pubfie  credit,  the  public  treawre  collected  from  all,  are  the 
comBMn  right  of  all,  and  cannot  jusUy  be  appropriated  to 
the  exdomve  or  special  uae  of  a  fiivored  class.  Govern- 
meoi  owea  equal  protection  to  the  industry  of  all :  pecu- 
niary — istanrir  to  none :  to  thoee  engaged  in  commercial 
peiMiita  not  more  than  to  the  former  or  mechanic  lu 
levennea  and  credit  cannot  be  legitimately  applied  to  such 
porpooas;  and  with  no  greater  propriety  indirectly,  through 
the  focilitiee  of  a  national  bank,  than  by  a  direct  loan  or 
grant. 

There  ie  one  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  which  it  aeems 
to  flse  aooaa  relief  may  be  constitutionally  extended  to  the 
coontry :  not  by  establiahing  a  national  bank,  nor  by  iasu- 
t^  Tiraanrj  notes.  The  meesure  to  which  I  allude—I 
BMOtMm  it  with  great  diffidence,  for  it  is  not,  I  am  confi- 
dent generally  approved,  and  is  expressly  discountonanoed 
by  the  President— is  a  relaxation  of  the  law  requiring  pay- 
nent  of  public  duea  in  apecie,  or  in  notea  of  spede-paying 
banke.  Let  ua  temporarily  dispense,  in  part  at  leaat,  with 
thb  ligof  one  exaction.  Let  us  receive  a  portion  of  the 
letcBoe  in  auch  notee  aa  the  people  receive  from  each 
other  :  euch  aa  the  State  (jlovernments  accept  in  diecharge 
of  pnbiic  doea;  provided  they  be  not  so  for  depreciated 
aa  to  jnatify  an  appiehenaion  that  ihey  will  not  be  ulti- 
mately TtdceBMd.  Let  ue  pay  all  public  creditora  alike  in 
the  fnnda  we  receive,  provided  they  concent  to  take  them ; 
and,  if  not,  eofier  their  claims  to  remain  a  chaige  upon  the 
Tiseemy,  to  be  paid  in  gold  and.  silver,  aa  aoon  aa  it  can 
be  ptoeiiied  to  aaiiaff  them.  Let  ue  lednce  oar  extnwa- 
fvimpeiiditww^  and  pat  additional  guarda  upon  ooUcct^ 


ing  and  disbursing  officers.  Let  ue  place  the  public  money 
in  the  Stato  banks,  on  special  deposits,  and  not  as  a  basis 
for  loana :  thus  avoiding  the  danger  of  a  connexion,  either 
in  political  concema  or  pecuniary  interests,  between  the 
Qovemment  and  the  banking  institutions  of  the  countiy. 
By  these  means,  while  we  provide  for  the  safety  of  the 
public  treasure,  we  may  afibrd  the  people  that  relief  which 
the  times  require :  a'substantisl,  constitutional  relief.  We 
shall  not  then  be  charged  with  permitting  unjust  disorimi- 
nationa  among  the  public  creditors:  with  providing  one 
kind  of  currency  for  the  people,  and  another  for  the  Gov- 
ernment: with  extorting  gold  and  silver  at  a  grievous 
sacrifice  from  the  many,  to  put  in  the  pockets  of  the  fow : 
yes,  sir,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aory,  to  divide  among  ourselvee.  The  people  have  a  right 
to  complain  of  theee  things;  and  without  imputing  to  the 
Secretary  the  dishonorable  motive,  in  tendering  gold  and 
ailver  to  members  of  Congress,  of  designing  to  conciliate 
their  favor  by  a  paltry  brib^  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
ofier  was  ever  made  or  accepted.  It  has  subjected  them  to 
humiliating  applicationa  from  brokera  and  money  changers^ 
to  sell  at  a  premium  what  has  been  wrung  at  a  great  Iors 
frem  the  people,  and  pfcvented  them  from  Aeling  the  in- 
convenience to  which  their  constituents  are  subjected; 
of  coiling  their  hands  and  their  pockets  with  the  wretched 
trash  cunently  circulating  through  the  country.  If  we 
can  apply  no  remedy  for  the  evil,  we  ought  at  least  to  bear 
our  ahare  of  it 

But  it  doee  not  become  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  this  time, 
ner  perhapa  at  any  time,  to  press  upon  those  who  adminia- 
ter  the  Government  measures  of  the  character  of  thoee  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  We  are  given  to  understand  in  the 
measage  that  the  receipt  into  the  Treaauiy  of  notea  not 
redeemed  in  epecie,  on  demand,  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned. 
So  for  from  fslazing^  the  Preaident  aeems  inclined  to  in- 
crease the  rigor  of  the  law,  by  withdrawing  the  privilege 
of  paying  in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  and,  during  the 
praaent  almoet  onesampled  difiicolty  of  procuring  them,  to 
exact  gold  and  silver  exclusively.  With  these  views,  why 
should  he  apeak  of  designating  the  funds  to  be  received, 
when  the  law  already  requirea  the  only  funds  he  approves  1 
Why  convene  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  relieving 
the  country,  when  he  recommends  none,  and  ia  oppoaed 
to  all  that  promiae  any  general  or  efiectual  relief  1  As  to 
the  particular  meaaore  before  ua,  it  is  not  designed  to  re- 
lieve the  people^  but  to  impose  a  new  burden  upon  them, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Government  and  that  in  an  unuaual 
and  odious  form.  I  am  conatrained,  sir,  upon  principle, 
to  veto  afp^at  it  ;.and  I  would  itow  move  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  but  that  I  am  unwilling  to  deprive 
other  gentlemen  of  the  opportunity  of  presenting  their 
amendments.  There  is  no  amendment*  however,  which 
can  iodoce  me  to  veto  for  it,  ao  long  as  the  feature  remaina 
aulhoriung  the  isaue  of  Treaauiy  notes.  But  if  the  ad- 
ministration will  submit  a  proposition  for  the  necessary 
aupplies  to  be  raised  in  the  ordinary  way,  or  any  gentleman 
will  propoae  plans  of  general  relief,  within  the  pale  of  the 
constitution,  I  pledge  myself  to  give  such  measures  my 
humUe  support,  regardless  of  the  quarter  from  whence  they 
come. 

Mr.  TilOMAS  said  he  did  not  riae  to  participaU  in  tho 
di«cursive  debate  which  had  been  invited  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BinnLX.]  Hie 
attention  had  been  attracted  by  the  closing  remarks  of  that 
gentleman,  and  he  would  do  now  what  he  had  desimd  to 
do  a  fow  days  since^  and  submit  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  a  brief  explanation,  doe  to  the  committee  of  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chairman. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  keeatofore  call- 
ed on  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  respond 
to  certain  inquiries,  Mr.  T.  was  about  to  give  a  full  and 
detMkd  lep^f  but  was  warned  by  the  Chair  that  swh  a 
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proceeding  would  not  be  in  order.  Sabeeqaently,  a 
Intion  declaring  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  report  a  tmnkrupt 
law  at  this  special  seesion  of  OoDgreea  was  adopted  in  the  ' 
eommittee,  and  it  became  his  duty  to  present  it  to  this 
Hous^.  After  the  resolution  had  been  agpreed  to  by  the 
committee,  he  inquired  of  the  members  present  whether  he 
should  state  to  the  House  the  reasons  by  which  they  had 
been  influenced,  and  was  told  that  it  would  be  most  agrefr- 
afaie  to  all  concerned  to  have  the  conclusion  they  had  come 
to  aimoiinoed  without  cdmment  This  was  accordingly 
done. 

The  manner  in  which  these  proceedings  hvre  been  8d> 
▼erted  to  by  the  gentleman  calls  for  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation, to  guard  against  misapprehension. 

There  has  been  no  purpose  to  diiguise  the  opinions  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  or  of  any  of  its  members,  on  the  grave 
subject  committed  to  their  consideration.  The  members 
have  been  frank  with  each  other  in  the  committee  room, 
and  have  nothing  to  conceal  from  this  House,  or  from  -their 
constituents.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  man  supposes  ihat 
tfaey  have  sought  to  avoid  a  direct  decision  on  any  question 
that  could  be  at  this  time,  with  propriety,  disposed  of.  At 
their  first  meeting,  no  opinion  covtd  be  formed  as  to  the 
probable  duration  of  the  present  session  of  Congress.  If 
it  was  to  be  extended  beyond  the  first  Monday  cf  Decem- 
ber, ample  time  woald  be  afforded  to  act  upon  the  business 
to  be  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesne,  and 
also  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  But  if 
the  session  was  to  be  dosed  before  that  period,  and  in  time 
for  members  to  go  home  and  return  again,  all  foresaw  that 
the  whole  time  of  the  House  would  be  engroesed  by  the 
measures  expected  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Under  these  impressions,  the  committee  determi- 
ned not  to  act  upon  the  matter  nferred  to  them,  until  they 
could  be  satisfied  that  the  Houee  wookl  take  that  subject 
into  serious  considenUion  at  the  present  session.  After  it 
had  been  ascertained  that  the  present  session  would  not  be 
blended  with  the  regular  session  of  Congress,  the  commit- 
tee again  assembled,  all  the  members  being  present  but  one, 
[Mr.  Hoirxihir.]  A  motion  was  made  that  the  commiHeo 
be  discharged  fcem  the  considevation  of  the  policy  of  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  system  of  bankntptay.  The  proposition 
was  rejected-^for  it  two,  against  it  six  votes.  The  resolu- 
tion declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  report  a  bankrupt  bill 
at  the  present  session  was  then  adopted  without  oppo«ition. 

These  particulara  are  given  that  the  pubtie  may  see  that 
a  decided  majority  of  the  committee  are  disposed  to  exam- 
ine farther  at  the  next  session,  if  that  duty  should  be  im- 
posed upon  them,  into  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  pow- 
ers conferred  #n  Congress  respecting  bankruptcies. 

The  establishment  «f  a  uniform  system  on  That  subject 
is  now  a  work  of  great  difficulty  and  delicacy.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States  have  been  long  accustomed  to  in- 
solvent systems  diiforing^  essentislly  from  each  other.  If 
an  attempt  18  to  be  made  .to  supersede  them  by  a  general 
law  of  the  United  States,  it  is  certainly  desirable  tlMit  am- 
ple opportunity  should  be  first  a£R>rded  for  a  full  develop- 
ment of  public  opinion  en  the  subject.  Since  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  and  tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  were 
referred,  a  very  short  time  has  elapsed.  Notwithstanding 
this,  if  the  committee  had  supposed  that  tliere  existed  any 
necessity  whatever  for  speedy  action,  they  wo«ld  doubtless 
have  prooDcded  with  the  lights  already  bcffore  them.  But 
this  is  manifestly  not  the  caie.  We  have  been  invited  by 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  explore 
the  posrer  granted  to  this  Government  concerning  bank- 
ruptcies, to  see  whether  we  cannot,  in  a  manner  authorized 
by  the  constitution,  impose  some  salutary  «heck  Upon  the 
iasue  of  paper  money,  and  goatd  against  a  recurrence  of 
that  great  catastrophe  which  has  inundated  the  whole 
countiy  with  a  depmdated  currency.  The  ovil  to  be  rem- 
edifld  gtmrs  ««t  of  th«  fnismMagemantJef  tko'teiklng  cor- 


porations created  by  the  several  States.  Now,  whether 
the  operations  of  a  bankrupt  system  are  to  be  extended  to 
banks  already  in  exibtence,  or  only  to  such  as  may  be 
hereafter  created,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  hasty  ac- 
tion. It  is  not  probable  that  any  State  will,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  create  any  more  institutions  similar  to 
those  whose  dark  bodies  now  cloud  the  landscape  of  the 
whole  Union,  and  whose  miseonduet  and  misfortunes  have 
prompted  a  thorough  examination  into  all  the  powers  of 
this  Government,  to  discover,  if  possible,  some  means  to 
make  them  respect  our  fixed  policy,  and  act  in  strict  sub- 
ordination hereafter  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Neither  is  it 
probable  that  Congress  would  be  inclined  to  subject  exist- 
ii^  banks,  without  delay,  to  the  (^^erations  of  a  bankropC 
law.  Time  ought  to  be  given  to  these  institutions,  on 
account  of  their  numerous  sto^holders  end  debtors,  to  re- 
cover from  the  dilemma  into  which  they  had  faHen.  Be- 
fore we  undertake  to  enforce  a  now  rule  of  morals,  altering 
essentially  the  past  policy  of  the  country,  all  parties  to  be 
afibcted  should  have  time  to  prepare  for  the  change.  In 
no  event,  then,  can  there  be  a  necessity  for  acting  on  the 
recommendstion  of  the  President  «onccmtng  banks  at  the 
present  session.  At  the  regular  session  it  can  be  deliber- 
ately disposed  of  without  injustice  to  any  inteeest  involved. 
Moreover,  it  will  be  perceived  that  neither  the  roesssge  of 
the  President,  nor  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  referred  to 
the  committee,  contains  any  propoaltiaii  to  dsvise  a  general 
system  of  bankruptcy  applicaUn  to  merebante  and  ethers  ; 
and  the  committee  believed  that  they  would  not  have  met 
the  expectations  and  requiremente  of  the  country,  if  thejr 
had  reported  a  bill  appHoshle  to  banking  corporatiooa  alone* 
Between  the  dose  of  this  and  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  the  pnbKe  mind  msy  be  turned  to  this  very 
important  sulyect,  -and  Congress  will-  reassemble  in  De- 
cember, with  theadvantage  of  ttmch  additional  information. 
How  for  these  considerations,  or  any  of  them,  have 
operated  on  other  membera  of  the  Judiciary  Coramittee* 
Mr.  T.  was  not  prepared  to  say.  Suggestions  similar  to 
these  were  made  when  the  resolution  was  assented  to 
which  has  been  handed  to  the  House.  But  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say  whether  any  one  or  aN  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  are  reedy  to  adopt  or  rapadiate  the  men- 
sura  recommended  by  the  President.  dOk  that  point  he 
could  speak  for  hiqiself  only.  He  had  bestowed  open  that 
measure  a  good  deal  of  refieetion,  and  had  examined  and 
listened  to  many  of  the  argumente  ui^ed  against  it,  end 
yet  had  not  heard  nor  found  any  thing  to  bring  to  his  mind 
the  unwelcome  conviction  that  there  is  no  power  in  any  of 
our  Governments,  State  or  federal,  to  check  and  control 
effi»ctua]ly  the  corporations  of  the  countiy.  He  waa  le^ 
luctant  to  believe-that  a  State  can,  fay  a  grant  of  a  ^larter, 
secure  to  a  portion  of  its  citizens  an  exemption  from  the 
obligotions  Intended -to  be  imposed  on  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States  by  4MB  ef  the -most  important  articles  in  the 
federal  constitution.  That  inslMiment  denies  to  the  Statae 
the  power  to  impair  the  obligations  of  a  contract  These 
is  no  distinction  to  be  found  there  between  the  contracta  of 
corporations  and  those  of  individual  dtisens.  The  oblige- 
tioBs  of  all  are  to  be  held  sacred  and  untouched  by  Stele 
legislation.  Nearly  all,  if  not  all,  the  corporations  that 
have  secured  banking  privileges  from  the  States,  are  re- 
4}oired  to  pay  specie  on  demand  for  their  notes  and  other 
liabilities.  In  fact,  nothing  but  spede-cah  be  made  a  legal 
tender  by  a  State  in  payment  of  any  contract  into  which 
they  may  enter.  The  notee  containing  such  e,  promise  are 
received  by  the  community,  and  without  that  promise  they 
would  not  be  accepted.  And  he  was  uiiwiiiiiig  to  believe 
that  Congress  cannot  interpose  when  these  contraete  are 
violated,  and  deny  to  any  State  the  right  to  impair  their 
obligations  by  attempting  to  legalise  a  euspension  of  specie 
payments.  The  posidon  of  the  bankings  inetitotioneef  the 
•cowBtry  at  this  aoment  caanot  biftt  induoeeatsiet  mwOx 


1245 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1246 


Oct.  4,  lOTT.] 


Jlnanirff  Natet, 


[H.  ovK. 


into  all  the  powen  of  fha  Genertit  OoTernm«tit  fbr  a  reme- 
dy co-«xteii8ive  with  the  evil  now  n^kiing  the  country. 

For  inviting  attention  to  thit  nibject,  the  Preaident  ia 
entitled  to  the  thanka  of  every  patriot  and  philanthropist 
The  banka  of  the  States  onght  to  be  indulged  In  the  free 
eierdaeofali  powera  lawfully  granted.  But  they  maat 
not  be  permitted  to  inundate  the  whole  conntry  with  thetr 
promisea  to  pay,  and  then,  with  impunity,  depreciate  the 
currency  thus  put  afloat,  and  subject  the  people  at  large  to 
the  evil  conaequencea  of  this  mismanagement,  while  their 
atocfcholdera  are  not  only  exempt  from  the  loaaea  incurred, 
but  have  an  opportunity,  in  common  with  the  whole  com- 
munity, to  apecniata  in,  and  profit  by,  the  fluctuating 
value  of  their  own  oontraeta.  The  directora  of  these  in- 
ttitutiona  may  be  idi  honest  and  honorable  men,  but,  aa- 
suredlyi  they  often^'set  on  foot  a  system  of  shaving — he 
bad  almoet  aaid  of  plunder  and  robbery — by  which  the 
apecolalor  anatchea  from  the  hand  of  industry  half  the 
bread  it  haa  earned. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  read  to  the 
Honae  a  portion  of  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  in 
the  Seoace,  in  1827,  to  show  that  the  sentiments  then  en- 
tertained by  that  distinguished  man  differ  widely  from  those 
contained  in  his  late  message  to  Congress.  Supposing  that 
he  had  established  this  inconsistency,  the  gentleman  tells 
OS  that  he  will  not  indulge  in  harsh  epithets.  Be  it  so, 
air.  14  however,  the  gentleman  should  think  proper  to 
charaeteriie  harahly  what  he  considers  an  inconsistency, 
Mr.  T.  preaumed  that,  if  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not 
think  pvoper  to  defend  himself,  some  one  of  his  friends 
could,  without  difficult,  satisfy  the  country  that  he  had 
been  unjustly  aaaailed ;  but  he  flattered  himself  that  thia 
would  not  become  necessary.  When  the  gentleman  has 
deliberately  reviewed  the  speech  and  the  message,  and  haa 
taken  into  calm  consideration  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  been  severally  uttered,  he  thought  the 
gentkntan  would  find  that  denunciations  of  their  author 
would  be  ndaplaced. 

The  Praaident,  in  his  mesrage,  suggests  "that  it  is  our 
duty  to  provide  all  the  remedies  against  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency which  the  constitution  enablea  na  to  afford.  The 
Tieaauiy  Bepmrtment,  on  several  former  occasions,  has 
auggefted  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  unifbrm  law 
ceocennng  bankruptcies  of  corporations,  and  other  bank- 
erw.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  such  a  law,  a  salu- 
tary dieck  may,  deubtleaa,  be  interpoaed  on  the  issues  of 
paper  money,  and  an  efiectual  remedy  be  given  to  the  citi- 
zen, in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
fully  authmized  by  the  constitution." 

'Tbb  language  the  geoUeman  from  Pennsylvania  sup- 
posee  conflicts  with  Uie  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  in  a  apeech  delivered  in  the  Senate,  in  1827, 
against  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Branch  to  the  gener- 
al  bankrupt  Inll  then  and  there  under  consideration.  If 
thia  aappoaition  waa  well-founded,  there  would  be  no  just 
eaoae  to  apply  «hamh  language"  to  the  President.  He 
could  have  avoided,  without  censure,  making  the  sugges- 
tions in  the  message  which  have  exposed  him  to  the  charge 
flf  inconaistency.  This  will  not  be  denied.  If,  then,  he 
was  not  compelled  to  speak ;  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  with 
propriety  have  been  silent,  let  us  inquire  with  what  pro- 
priety any  unworthy  motive  could  be  impaled  to  him  ?  No 
one  will  maintain,  Mr.  T.  imagined,  that  the  Chief 
Magatrate  has  not  a  large  share  of  sagacity  and  foresight. 
His  enemies  impute  to  him  powers  of  mind  almost  magical. 
He  most  have  known,  then,  that  he  has,  by  suggesting  a 
bankrupt  law  as  a  remedy  against  depreciated  currency, 
pot  in  peril  his  popubrity  at  home,  where  he  must  be  most 
I  aoxioos  to  stand  firm  in  the  affections  of  the  people.  He 
i  has,  too^  by  the  same  step,  risked  an  addition  to  the  num- 
I  bei'  of  the  enemies  of  his  administration  throughout  the 
!        conntry. 


Whatever  might  be,  theMfere^  thought  of  the  wladom  of 
his  opinions,  surety  no  one  ought  to  impute  to  him  selfish 
or  unmanly  inducements,  if,  in  fiaet,  he  had  in  the  mes- 
sage eontradieted  the  doctrines  of  the  speech.  But  is  t^ 
true  t  To  test  the  correctness  of  the  charge,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  examine  what  would  have  been  the  eflbct,  and 
look  to  the  object  of  the  motion  which  Mr.  Van  Bufen  re- 
sisted. 

The  bill  before  the  Senate  ih  1827  was  founded  on  the 
aasumption  that  all  who  were  to  be  subfeeted  to  its  provi- 
sions were  natural  peraona.  For  the  enforcement  of  its 
requirements  heavy  personal  penalties,  including  imprison- 
ment, were  to  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Branch  proposed  to 
amend  this  biU,  by  inserting  in  die  first  section  the  words 
**  or  other  banking  corporations."  This  amendment  waa 
opposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  the  speech  firom  which  ez- 
tracta  have  been  read  to  the  House.  If  the  motion  had 
been  assented  to  without  ether  material  elterationa  in  the 
bill,  Tt  would  have  been  an  anomaly  in  legisfation. 

Banking  corponaticfns  are  intangible,  ideal  beings,  and 
could,  of  oourae,  do  nothing  which,  aoeerding  to  the  bill, 
would  have  amounted  to  an  aet  of  bankruptcy.  Seeing 
thia,  Mr.  Van  Buren  supposed,  4f  the  amendment  prevail- 
ed, that  it  would  become  neceseary  to  new  model  the 
whole  MIL  He  therefore  proceeded  to  inquire,  if  the 
clause  were  to  be  inserted,  upon  whom  the  pains  and  pen- 
alttea  of  the  law  could  with  propriety  be  made  to  rest 
He  insisted  that  the  oflloera  of  the  banks  ought  not  to  suf- 
fer in  their  persons  or  private  property  on  account  of  the 
feilures  of  the  banks.  They  are  but  the  employed  agents 
of  the  stockholden,  and  must  aet  in  obedience  to  the  direc- 
tors of  the  institution  ^  and  it  would  be  the  grossest  injus- 
tice to  make  them  individually  responsible,  not  only  for 
their  own  acts,  but  for  the  mie^rtunes  and  leases  of  cor- 
porations which  they  had  no  power  to  control.  He  main- 
tained, also,  that  the  private  property  of  stockholders  in 
banks  then  existing  ought  not  te  be  subject  to  seisure  by 
commissioners  of  bankruptcy,  to  satisfy  the  debts  of  the 
corpomtion. 

By  the  charters  of  theae  inetltutionp,  the  stockholders 
were  expreesly  exempted  from  all  liability  for  the  disasters 
of  the  corporation ;  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  contended  that 
Congress  could  not  by  an  ex  pari  faeto  law  inflict  upon 
individuak  serious  personal  penaltiea,  and  seise  their  pri*- 
vale  property,  to  enforce  conlraets  entered  into  by  their 
agents  under  an  authority  which  exempted  them  from  all 
Habiltty  whatever. 

These  opinions  ate  not  antagonistical  to  the  suggeationa 
contained  in  the  President's  message. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  without  attempt- 
ing to  define  the  provisions  or  objects  of  a  bankrupt  law, 
clothes  Congress  with  power  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy.  The  President  has  not  pointed  out  any 
specific  mode  in  which  this  power  shall  bo  exercised ;  but 
says  that,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  power,  such 
regulations  may  be  established  as  will  impose  a  salutary 
check  on  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  give  to  the  citizen 
an  effectual  remedy,  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  against 
some  of  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency.  If  this  cannot 
be  done  without  controlling  the  laws  of  the  States,  as  pro- 
posed in  1837,  then  the  suggestions  of  the  message  are  in- 
consistent with  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  expressed 
in  the  debate  in  the  Senate,  but  not  otherwise. 

This  is  not  a  proper  occasion  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
competent  for  Congress  to  bring  the  general  authority  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  constitution  over  the  indebtedness  of 
bankers,  whether  individual  or  corporate,  in  aid  of  the 
State  laws.  But  it  will  not  be  difiicult  when  that  effort 
shall  be  made,  to  show  that  it  can  be  done  conveniently 
and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  constitutional  doctrines 
contended  for  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

If  the  bankrupt  question  should  come,  while  be  was  a 
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member,  fairly  up  for  discuMion  in  CoiigreM»  Mr.  T.  would 
ttodertake  to  examine  how  far  the  several  States  can  limit 
and  restrain  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  an  undoubt- 
ed power,  expressed  clearly  in  the  constitution,  by  grants 
of  privileges  and  immunities  to  their  citizens,  incompatible 
with  that  which  may  be  made  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
But,  at  present,  it  was  not  necessary  tP  enter  upon  what  is 
well  known  to  be  debatable  ground.  The  suggestions  of 
the  message  can  be  readily*  carried  out  without  trenching 
upon  the  privileges  secured  to  incorporated  bankers  by  the 
laws  of  the  several  States.  The  condition  of  the  country, 
at  tbis  moment,  furnishes  an  opportunity  for  an  apt  illus- 
tration of  tbis  opinion.  The  charters  of  nearly  all  the 
banks  of  the  country  have  been  forfeited,  by  a  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  Until  this  occurred,  the  evils  of  our 
banking  system,  although  known  to  be  great,  were  not 
generally  esteemed  to  be  intolerable.  Since  that  event, 
speculators  and  shavers  are  out  like  hawks  upon  the  wing, 
preying  without  restraint  upon  the  community,  by  buying 
And  selling  a  depreciated  and  fluctuating  paper  currency. 
In  many  cases,  those  who  are  interested  in  fallen  banks 
may,  and  probably  will,  amass  fortunes,  at  the  expense  of 
the  producing  classes,  by  purchasing  at  a  discount  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  institutions  with  which  they  are  identified. 
It  will  be  confessed  that  Ibis  state  of  things  aggravates  es- 
sentially the  calamities  incident  to  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  If  the  States  do  not,  could  not  Congress  efiec- 
tuaily  interpose  to  correct  this  revolting  spectacle  1  Could 
not  Congress,  after  a  specified  delay  in  the  payment  of 
their  notes  and  other  liabi lilies,  which  they  are  required  by 
their  charters  to  redeem  in  specie,  provide,  by  a  general 
law,  that  the  creditors  of  such  banks  may  apply  to  the 
courts  of  tile  United  States  for  adequate  process  1  It  would 
not  be  requisite  to  inflict  upon  the  contractors,  or  their 
agentft,  personal  penalties ;  but  commissioners  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  custody  their  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors.  Such  a  proceeding  towards  an  insolvent 
corporation  would  produce  measurable  relief  against  some 
of  the  mischiefs  often  complained  of.  The  acts  and  doings 
of  such  a  commissioner  would  be  public.  All  parties  in- 
terested would  have  access  to  his  papers,  and  thereby  be 
able  to  estimate  correctly  the  value  of  the  liabilities  ofnhe 
corporation.  At  present,  under  the  existing  systems  of 
many  of  the  States,  the  managers  of  banks  that  have  failed 
continue  to  direct  secretly  their  operations.  They,  and 
they  alone,  know  minutely  their  condition,  and  can  ascer- 
tain clearly  the  value  of  their  engagements.  The  direct- 
ors may,  too,  give  improper  preferences  to  creditors^  or 
transfer  the  whole  funds  of  the  banks  to  trustees,  instead  of 
making  a  fair  and  speedy  distribution  of  them  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  concerned. 

Would  not  all  these  mischief  be  prevented  by  a  transfer 
of  the  papers  and  efi'ects  of  a  bankrupt  corporation  to  a  pub- 
lic officer,  to  whoso  proceedings  all  parties  interested  could 
have  unrestrained  access  ?  And  would  not  a  measure  of 
this  character  operate  to  resitrain  the  issues  and  business  of 
banks  within  reasonable  bounds  1  If  the  stockholders  were 
apprized  that,  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  the  as* 
seU  of  the  bank  were  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  they  would 
take  care  to  guard  against  the  occurence  of  such  a  contin- 
gency, by  precautions  better  than  those  which  have  been 
generally  used.  Tbis  l>eing  true.,  bcre  is  a  simple  mode  in 
which  the  suggestions  of  the  message  can  be  responded  to, 
not  inconsifilent  with  the  consiitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  does  not  in  the  slightest  tlegrco  encroach  upon  the 
authority  of  the  Slates  to  grant  hank  charters,  or  interfere 
with  the  personal  imrauniiies  intended  to  be  secured  by 
such  grants ;  and  it  has  none  of  the  attributes  of  tlie  meas- 
ure proposed  by  Mr.  Branch,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  in  1827. 

There  are  other  modes  in  which  the  great  object  of  the 


message^.^  remedy  against  depreciated  cuirrenoy— could 
be  furthered  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  not  inconsistent  with  the  doctrines  contended  for  in 
1827.  But  it  i«  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  the  sub- 
ject. Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  President 
has  not  exposed  himself  to  just  censure  or  denunciation, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  has  discharged 
faithfully  the  duty  imposed  on  it  by  tttfe  House. 

Mr.  T.  had  arisen  to  establish  those  two  positions,  and 
not  to  enter  into  the  debate  at  large ;  and  having  said  all 
that  he  thought  needful  for  that  purpose,  he  concluded. 

[The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  arrived,  the  House 
took  its  usual  recess  till  four  o'clock.] 

Etbviito  Ssasioir. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  met  after  the  recess. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  being 
under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  clause  declaring,  in  substance,  that  the  banks  or 
merchants  indebted  to  the  Government  might  settle  their 
respective  balances  in  Treasury  notes  before  they  fell  due. 

But  it  was  ruled  not  to  be  in  order  at  this  time. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Rh£tt,  of  South  Carolina,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  observed 
that,  by  the  bill  as  it  stood,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  vested  with  an  unlimited  power  of  employing  aa  many 
clerks  as  he  pleased,  and  at  whatever  salary  he  chose  to 
fix ;  and  he  inquired  of  Mr.  Cambrbleito  how  many 
clerks  were  contemplated  as  nece^ary,  and  what  was  to 
be  their  compensation  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  great  surprise  that 
such  a  question  'should  have  been  put  by  the  father  of  tho 
House,  who  had  been  in  Congress  all  through  the  last 
war,  and  had  voted  for  just  such  a  bill  to  issue  Treasury 
notes,  with  a  similar  discretion  as  to  clerks. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  denied  that  he  had  voted  for  the  bill 
alluded  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  it. 
He  then  referred  to  a  bill  passedlwo  years  ago,  respecting 
Virginia  land  warrants,  where  many  clerks  were  necessary^ 
and  in  which  a  similar  discretion  was  entrusted  with  the 
Department.  He  thought  the  inquiry  the  most  absurd 
that  could  be  imagined. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  replied  with  some  warmth  to  this  re- 
mark, and  a  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which  reference 
was  had  to  the  days  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  history  of  tho 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  Mr.  Williaub's  votes  for 
President,  and  the  general  politics  of  the  country,  in  tho 
course  of  which  there  was  some  sharp  retort.  Mr.  Cah- 
BRELBNo  declining  to  answer  Mr.  Wii.liams*s  query,  he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise ;  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia,  who  ofifered  an  amend- 
ment, restricting  the  number  of  clerks  to  four,  and  the 
amount  of  the  salary  of  each  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  an- 
num. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  assent  to  this 
amendment;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Hatsks,  not 
heard  by  our  reporter,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RIVES,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  strike  out  the  2d 
section  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Cauhrelevq^ 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  provide  for  the  i;»sulng  of 
Treasury  notes  without  interest. 

Mr.  R.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  insisted  that  notes  of  the  description  he  desired,  while 
they  met  and  relieved  the  wants  of  the  Government,  would 
equally  meet  the  great  want  of  the  people,  by  giving^  them 
a  uniform  circulating  medium.     He  contended  that  no  ob> 
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jeetioD  ooold  be  urged  to  this  meesare,  uve  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  by  persons  de- 
sirous of  speculating  on  the  necessities  of  the  comoiunity ; 
thq^  notes  would  at  once  reduce  the  balance  of  exchange 
with  England  ;  and  this  would  operate  to  prevent  their  de- 
preciation. Treasury  notes  would  circulate  better  without 
bearing  an  interest  than  with  a  low  rate  of  interest ;  and 
were  the  amount  ^0,000,000  instead  of  $10» 000,000,  it 
would  be  ^a  safe  and  salutary  measure,  and  the  very  best 
thing  Congress  could  do. 

Mr.  HAYNES  suggested  that  it  was  of  little  conse- 
quence whether  these  notes  should  circulate,  or  should  be 
hoarded ;  for,  if  they  were  hoarded,  the  effect  would  be  to 
force  out  an  equal  amount  intfi  active  circulation. 

Mr.  SNYDER  said  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  if 
we  were  under  the  necessity  of  issuing  ten  millions  of  pa- 
per money  ;  for  one,  he  thought  it  important  that  the  pa- 
per should  be  of  equal  value  with  specie ;  unless  it  is,  Uie 
consequences  will  be  that  the  issue  of  thu  paper  will  add 
to,  in  place  of  diminishing,  the  evil  which  at  present  ex- 
ists ;  for,  disguise  this  as  you  may,  it  is  a  debt  which  we 
are  in?olving  the  nation  in  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions 
of  doUars.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  always  legislating 
in  a  manner  that  *ny  constituents  could  understand  my 
acts ;  henoe  1  would  much  prefer  a  loan  of  ten  millions  to 
the  pmseot  proposed  mode  of  issuing  warrants  to  that 
amount,  redeemable  in  one  year ;  fur,  depend  upon  it,  if 
we  keep  our  faith  with  the  States,  we  have  ten  millions  to 
pay  them  in  1839.  There  is  now  a  deficit  in  the  Treasu- 
ry of  two  millions  and  upwards ;  this,  together  with  the 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Government,  will  consume  all 
the  contemplated  revenue  of  the  next  year ;  and,  at  the 
rod  of  thai  time,  the  money  must  bo  raised  to  redeem  the 
wurrants,  and  rest  assured  that  the  people  will  understand 
it  when  ihey  are  called  upon  to  pay  it.  It  is  objected,  too, 
thai  if  these  warrants  bear  interest,  they  will  be  anxiously 
sought  fiix,  and,  being  more  valuable  than  specie,  they  will 
be  locked  up,  and  withheld  from  circulation.  Admit  this, 
it  wiU  take  ten  millions  of  specie  or  its  equivalent  to  with- 
draw from  circulation  the  wai rants,  thus  ailding  to  the 
means  of  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payment.  Not  only 
the  wants  of  the  people,  but  the  character  of  our  Govem- 
raeot,  imperiously  demands  that  we  should  issue  none 
other  than  a  circulating  medium  which  would  relieve  the 
deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and  have  an  equal  value 
with  specie.  I  repeat,  sir,  I  would  prefer  a  loan  to  the 
•  odium  of  issuing  a  paper  currency,  not  based  on  a  specie 
capital,  and  which  the  taxes  of  our  constituents  must  in 
the  end  pay. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  thought  it  desirable  to  get  this 
ball  into  the  House  without  delay ;  gentlemen  need  not 
dread  the  previous  question,  because,  as  the  body  of  the 
biJl  was  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  bill  oiiginally 
reported,  the  previous  question  could  not  be  taken  before 
the  amendment  was  voted  on.  He  explained  the  reason 
why,  tliough  at  first  in  favor  of  Treasury  notes  without 
interest,  be  had  since  changed  his  opinion.  When  ho 
proposed  notes  without  interest,  a  large-  amount  was  ex- 
pected to  flow  into  the  Treasury  ;  this  was  now  to  be  de- 
ferred ;  and  it  was  safest  to  add  an  interest  to  guard  against 
depreciation.  Gentlemen  ought  to  remember  that  one 
milium  of  these  notes  bought  up  and  sent  abroad  was  equal, 
ID  its  beneficial  efiects  upon  the  state  of  the  currency,  to 
tm  millions  circulating  at  homo. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  com- 
miuee  rise ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BELL  suggested  it  would  be  best  to  pass  at  once 
upon  the  amendments  that  should  be  offered,  then  lay  this 
biU  aside,  and  take  up  tlie  others,  and  go  through  with 
ihem  in  committee,  and  report  the  whole  to  the  House 
«ithotti  delay.  He  considered  this  as  the  most  important 
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bill  for  the  administration  of  all  that  had  been  reported. 
This  was  the  money  hill :  pass  this,  and  these  ten  millions 
could  be  convened  by  the  Government  into  specie,  and  it 
had  already  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  in  tlie  deposite 
banks  which  this  bill  would  render  permanently  unavaila- 
ble ;  so  that  they  would  be  enabled  to  do  all  they  desired, 
with  or  without  the  sub-Treasury  bill.  The  Treasury 
could  securely  hoard  up  the  avails  of  these  notes,  and  then 
circulate  its  own  drafts. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  an  amendment  which 
he  was  desirous  to  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  present  bill ; 
the  substance  of  -which  he  slated  to  be,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  due  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (other  than  those  for  the 
first  instalment,)  provided  they  should  not  sell  below  par, 
which  would  amount  to  about  six  millions  and  a  half;  and 
if  that  should  be  impracticable,  then  that  he  Itorrow,  on 
those  bonds,  six  and  a  half  millions,  at  an  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  cent,  payable  at  any  time  after  two  years. 
He  made  a  few  remarks  to  show  the  probability  that  tliese 
bonds  could  be  sold  at  par.  As  to  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  Treasury  notes,  he  held  that  it  depended 
on  the  fact  whether  any  fund  was  provided  in  hand  on 
which  to  found  their  payment;  without  tikis,  he  contended 
they  were  but  mere  paper  money,  and,  as  such,  unconsti- 
tutional. 

Mr.  RIVES  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  insert 
the  words  <<  not  bearing  interest." 

Mr.  H0L8EY,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  amendment, 
and  Bi'gued  the  danger}  or  at  least  the  possibility,  of  such 
notes  going  below  par,  and  dwelt  on  the  mischievous  con- 
sequences to  the  country  and  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  McKIM  said  he  was  in  favor  of  Treasury  notes 
bearing  interest,  though  ho  considered  the  security  of  the 
United  States  better  than  any  other  in  the  world.  Ho 
had  seen  them,  at  one  period  of  the  late  war,  at  a  discount 
of  1 1  per  cent. ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  such  would  bo 
the  case  now.  He  preferred  notes  to  a  loan,  as  it  would 
be  but  for  a  year,  and  nobody  would  want  to  invest  their 
money  in  stock  which  had  so  short  a  time  to  run.  Ho 
thought  it  not  right  to  offer  to  pay  the  public  creditors^  in 
paper  not  bearing  interest,  nor  did  he  desire  the  Govern- 
ment to  encounter  the  odium  of  issuing  paper  money. 

Mr,  PHILLIPS  reminded  the  committee  that  they  were 
to  look  at  all  these  several  bills  as  but  different  parts  of  one 
connected  system,  and  that  the  entire  system  was,  in  like 
manner,  connected  with  and  involved  in  each  bill. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Riyxs*s  amendment, 
to  add  the  words  '*not  bearing  interest,"  and  negatived  : 
Ayes  56,  noes  91. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  UirnsawooD,  which  he  now  offered  in  the  following 
words : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  sell 
and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  bonds  or 
evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors,  and 
comp'iny  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
apply  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer,  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  the  'i'rcasury :  Provided, 
fiawever.  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dences of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  less  sum  than  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt,  exclusive 
of  interest. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  eftacied.  That  if  it  bo  im- 
practicable to  sell  said  bonds,  or  evidences  of  debt,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  bo 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  to  borrow  six  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  at  an  interest 
not  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to 
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apply  the  money  so  borrowed  in  payment  of  any  demands 
upon  the  Treasury;  an4  all  money  borrowed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  and  may  be  repaid  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  any 
time  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  time  it  shall  have 
been  borrowed. 

When  it  was  negatived  :  Ayes  80,  noes  91. 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  ofiered  now  the  amendment  he 
had  before  proposed,  as  follows : 

*<  Including  all  balances  owing  by  the  late  dcpoidte  banks, 
and  all  sums  owing  on  duty  bonds,  whether  such  balances 
on  bonds  or  Treasury  notes  shall,  at  the  time  of  any  such 
offer  to  pay,  be  due  or  not." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  opposed  this  amendment.  The 
Government  might  as  well  allow'a  merchant  now  to  antici- 
pate his  bonds,  by  buying  up  depreciated  paper  and  taking 
them  up  before  they  fell  due.  Let  the  notes  be  received 
when  the  debt  fell  due,  and  not  before.  The  other  arrange- 
ment might  embarrass  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  if  this 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  United  States  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  might  pay  the  whole  amount  of  their  bonds 
to  Government  in  that  way. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  supported  the  amendment,  contending 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  set  off  Treasury 
notes,  if  he  could  gel  them,  against  his  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment. This  would  hold  out  a  strong  inducement  to  all 
creditors  of  Government  to  take  these  notes,  and  they 
tvould  thus  be  sooner  brought  into  circulation. 

Mr.  DUNN  insisted  that  the  ferms  of  his  amendment 
excluded  the  United  States  Bank  from  availing  itself  of  it, 
as  suggested  by  Mr.  RoBsiiTsoir.  The  effect  of  his 
amendment  would  bo  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  these 
notes. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  merchants  would  be  left 
just  as  they  were  now ;  they  could  buy  those  notes  and 
hold  them  till  the  time  their  debts  to  Government  fell  due. 
It  would  leave  both  the  banks  and  the  merchants  precisely 
where  they  were  now. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  went  into  a  speech 
of  some  length,  in  which  ho  animadverted,  with  severi- 
ty, on  the  financial  measures  proposed  by  the  adminis- 
tration, and  insisted  that  it  was  very  manifest  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  place  the  banks  at  the  mercy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  eventually  to  crush  them.  He  did 
not  wish  the  bill  to  leave  the  hands  of  the  committee  till 
some  security  was  provided  against  such  a  result. 

He  therefore  moved  to  lay  this  bill  and  amendment  aside 
for  the  present,  and  take  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  final 
settlement  of  accounts  with  the  late  deposite  Imnks. 

A  question  of  order  was  raised  by  Mr.  CAUCBncLKifo, 
but  the  motion,  after  some  discussion,  was  decided  to  be 
in  order. 

The  motion,  however,  was  negatived  :  Ayes  78,  noes  96. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Dunn's  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Cambrsleng,  (in  fact  upon  the  whole  bill,) 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  wished  to  take  a  "woodpecker's 
tap**  on  this  "hollow  beech  tree;"  he  accordingly  moved 
the  fallowing  amendments  to  the  bill : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  cause  Treasury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  [he 
may  think  expedient]  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
may  require,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole  amount  of 
notes  issued,  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  de- 
nominations not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one 
note,  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued.  In  the  manner 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trea- 
sury notes,  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  shall   be   reimbursed   and   redeemed  by  the 


United  States,  at  the  Treasury  thereof,  af^er  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  dates  of  the  said  notes  respec- 
tively ;  [from  which  said  dales,  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
and  no  longer,  they  shall  bear  such  interest  as  shall  b»  ex- 
pressed upon  the  face  of  the  said  notes ;  which  rate  of  in- 
terest, upon  each  several  issue  of  the  said  notes,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  apd  with  the 
advice  and  approbation  of  the  President;  but  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  the  rate  of  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num.] The  reimbursement  herein  provided  for  shall  be 
made  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders 
of  the  said  notes  respectively,  upon  presentment,  [and 
shall  include  the  principal  of  each  note,  and  the  interest 
which  may  be  due  thereon  at  the  time  of  payment.]  For 
tills  reimbursement,  at  the  time  and  times  herein  spe- 
cified, the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  solemnly 
pledged. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trea- 
sury notes  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  be  signed  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  by  the  Treasurer  thereof,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  those 
officers  respectively  shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and 
to  secure  the  publtc  safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accu- 
rate accounts  of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and 
amount  of  all  the  notes  signed  and  countersigned  by  them 
respectively ;  which  said  accounts  shall  be  carefully  pre- 
served and  placed  on  file  jn  the  Treasury  Department ;  and, 
also,  similar  accounts,  kept  and  preserved  in  the  same  man- 
ner, of  all  the  said  notes  redeemed,  as  the  same  shall  be 
returned  and  cancelled ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  further 
account  quarterly  for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for 
signature  or  issue  by  the  Register.  The  Treasurer  and 
Register  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  employ  such  additional  temporary  clerks  as 
the  duties  enjoined  upon  ihem  by  this  section  may  render 
necensary :  the  compensation  of  each  clerk  so  employed  to 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary. 

Sec.  4.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  l»e  issued 
such  portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  tl\e  President 
may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  such  public  creditors  or  other  persons  as  may 
choose  to  receive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  [at 
par,]  on  the  face.     [And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
further  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time,  not  under 
par,  such  sums  as  the  President  may  think  expedient,  on 
the  creilit  of  such  notes.  ]     Provided,   That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  t  or  any  disburse 
ing  officer  of  the  Government,  to  pay  out  or  circulate  any 
lYcoffUrv  note  or  notes,  so  long  as  there  remains  in  the 
hands  of  such  disbursing  officer,  or  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  any  specie  or  other  available  funds :  And- 
provided  further,   That  the  whole  amount,  or  so  much  nf 
tlie  five  millions  of  dollars  as  by  law  is  to  remain  in  the 
JVeasury  for  contingencies,  snail  be  kept  on  hand  tn. 
Treasury  notes,  until  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
shall  render  their  use  or  circulation  necessary. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  saidTreas- 
ury  notes  shall  be  transferable,  by  delivery  and  assigfnment 
endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall, 
on  the  face  thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  6  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Treas- 
ury notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all  duties  an^ 
taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  of  all  iHcs 
public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority,  and  of  all  debts  ditxe 
to  the  United  States,  of  any  character  whatsoever.  A  ntl 
on  every  such  payment  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  amou  n  z 
[of  the  principal  and  interest,  which,  on  the  day  of  saoli. 
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paymeal,  may  be]  due  on  the  note  or  notei  Uni«  given  in 
payment. 

See.  7.  And  he  it  further  enaded.  That  the  l^ecretaiy 
of  (he  Treasury  be»  and  he  u  hereby;  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  caoee  to  be  i«imbuned  and  paid  [the  principal  and 
interest  of]  the  Treasury  notes  winch  may  be  iasued  by 
virtae  of  this  act»  at  the  several  time  and  times  when  the 
•ame,  according  to  the'provisionsef  thisaot,  should  bo  thus 
reimboraed  and  paid.  [And  the  said  Secretary  is  further 
anthoriied  to  make  pnichases  of  the  said  notes  at  par,  for 
the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of 
porehaee  on  such  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  nnappropri- 
aled  moneys  in  the  'i'reasury  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  principal  and 
interest  of  said  notes.]    • 

Sec  8.  And  beitjwrther  enaeUd,  That  a  snm  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  thousand  dollars^  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappfopriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  pre- 
paring, printing,  engraving,  aigning,  and  otherwise  inci- 
dent to  the  issiiing  of  the  Tieasnry  notes  anthoriied  by  this 
icL 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  with  severity  upon  the  bill,  as  be- 
ing bat  the  commencement  of  the  system  of  a  Treasury 
bank.  The  system  was  to  be  presented  not  at  once,  but 
pieceneaL  The  ftrst,  and  the  largest  stride  was  to  familiar 
ixB  the  minds  of  the  people  with  Treasury  issues.  The 
plea  nr^ed  for  this  was  the  necessities  of  the  Government; 
hot  an  honoiable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  come 
out  boldly  the  other  day,  and  avowed  his  opinion  that  the 
Government  ought  to  have  a  permanent  paper  circulation. 
Mr.  W.  entered  his  protest  against  a  new  public  debt,  and 
a  Treaaory  bank.  He  compared  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
ministimtion  to  that  of  the  famous  Fanny  Wright,  who, 
aller  deaonndng  matrimony  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms, 
was  next  heard  of  as  Mad.  Darusmont.  So  this  Govern- 
meiA  was  for  a  divorce  from  all  banks;  but  tha  next  thing 
heard  of  would  be  its  marriage  to  the  wont  bank  on  the 
lace  oi  God's  earth— «  Treasury  bank. 

Mr.  W,  concluded  a  short,  hoi  animated  speech,  by 
moving  that  the  committee  riae. 

The  motixm  was  negatived  t  Ayea  6S,  noes  89. 

The  qoestion  was  then  put  on  his  amendment,  and  it 
was  rejected. 

Mr,  CAMBRBL£NG,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  from  availing  itself  oif  Trsasnty  notes 
to  pnrchaao  ite  bonds  to  the  United  States,  (whidi  it  would, 
if  poasiMe,  certainly  dn,as  it  would  be  a  profitable  operation,) 
oiodifiod  bis  amendment  by  adding,  after  the  word  banks 
*'  doe  when  said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  offered  in  pay- 
ment." 

Mr.  DUNN  moved  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill,  a 
pnmsion  that  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
lo  isBse  Treasury  notes  do  cease  on  the  1  st  Monday  of  May, 
1838 ;  but  it  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  FILLMORfi  wished  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  dnnae  which  provides  a  penalty  for  having  in  a 
man's  poascarion  paper  similar  to  that  need  for  the  Treas- 
nij  noicis,  with  intent  lo  counterfeit ;  but  his  motion  was 
nsgacived  after  a  short  discussion. 

Mr.  DUNN  olfered  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowin(g  proviflo : 

Frvnded^  koweoer,  That  the  late  depoeite  banks,  and 
perssBs  indebted  for  duties  on  extended  bonds,  may  pay 
the  same  at  any  time  in  Treasury  notes,  whether  said  debts, 
ar  sack  Treasury  note%  are  due  or  not  at  the  time  of  such 
aflerlofMy. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  hueit  a  provision 
Ant  the  power  to  issue  Treasury  notbs  ceaae  on  the  second 
Monday  of  June,  1639,  and  seconded  the  motion  by  a 
dbsft  apceeh  nrging  the  importance  of  testing  the  question 
whether  the  measnre  proposed  in  this  hill  was  temporary 


and  remedial  only,  or  was  to  be  a  fixed  and  permanent 
system. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  complained  of  the  many  occasions  on 
which  the  friends  of  the  administration  were  compelled  to 
sit  and  listen  to  the  taunts  of  the  opposition,  who  were 
continually  charging  them  with  being  under  Executive  in- 
fluence, and  so  forth.  He  wouU  admit  that  they  acted  to- 
gether, and  what  of  that  1  The  friends  of  the  Government 
had  come  here  for  the  very  purpose  of  acting  together,  to 
relieve  the  country  from  its  present  distress.  But  the  op- 
position were  contiouslly  raising  the  panic  note,  and  yet 
did  nothing  towards  relief.  They  not  only  refuse  to  act 
themselves,  but  they  endeavor  to  embarrass  and  prevent 
others  from  so  doing.  Was  it  not  but  the  other  dsy,  that 
one  who  claims  to  be  a  leader  of  the  other  side,  [Mr. 
Wrsa,]told  them  *'that  he  would  offer  nothing,  and  he 
hoped  that  none  of  the  opposition  would  ofier  any  propo- 
sition for  relief  V  Mr.  D.  then  referred  to  the  various 
measurea  now  proposed,  and  contended  that  they  were  all 
calculated  to  afford  relief  to  the  banks  and  country  at  large. 
He  referred  to  the  short  period  remaining  of  the  aession, 
and  earnestly  entreated  the  opposition,  that  if  they  would 
not  act  themselves,  at  least  to  permit  others  to  act  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rejoined  with  animation ;  when 
the  question  was  taken  and  his  amendment  rejected. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  to  amend  the  penal  section  of 
the  bill,  by  supplying  a  manifest  omisaon  of  the  case  of  a 
man's  having  in  his  possession  counterfeit  Treasury  notes, 
with  the  intent  to  pass  them ;  but  (owing,  as  was  believed, 
to  a  misapprehension  of  the  vote)  it  was  declared  to  be 
negativedi 

The  amendment  -of  Mr.  CAirnnBLxiro,  as  agiended, 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
ttie  bill  to  the  House ;  whereupon 

The  House  adjourned. 

TninisnAT,  OcTo*tli  6. 
NATIONAL  BANK. 

After  transacting  some  other  business,  the  House  passed 
to  the  unfinished  bosiness  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  declsring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  charter 
a  national  bank ;  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  SEuesA vt'b 
motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  BYNUM,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  said  he 
had  not  risen  on  yesterday,  so  much  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  speech,  as  to  express  his  hearty  concurrence  in^ 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  feora 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Glascock^]  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Claak,}  and  he  exceedingly  re- 
gretted that  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  interpose 
«nd  arrest  the  remarks  of  those  honorable  gentlemen, 
knowing  that  they  would  have  been  able  to  place  the  sub- 
ject in  a  clearer  point  of  view  than  it  was  in  his  power  to 
ido.  He  also  rose  to  express  his  astonishment  st  the  ex- 
traordinary course  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  SxHOBAXT,]  in  moving  to  commit  the  reso- 
lution to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  after  having  been  indulged  by  the  House  for  thne 
or  four  days  in  succession,  in  lecturing  the  House  and  ad- 
ntinistrataon,  and  enlogiiiog— almost  deKvering  a  funeral 
sermon  ever  the  corse  of  the  deed  monsteTu~4he  bank. 
After  all  this,  it  appeared  to  him  strange  that  the  gentle- 
man should  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of 
those  who  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  td  oppose  a  recbarter  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  to  move  to  commit  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^  thereby  depriving  themsC 
the  opportunity  of  defending  themselves,  or  replying  to  the 
arguments  adduced  by  the  gentleman,  because  at  is  well 
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known  that  the  rulee  prevent  o  member  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  replying  to  arguments  made  in  the  House. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  adopt  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  for  this  reason :  that 
these  gentlemen  had  raised  the  hue-and-cry  about  the  dis- 
tresses under  which  the  country  was  laboring ;  when,  in 
his  opinion,  if  there  was  any  distress  in  this  country,  it 
had^^sprung  from  the  action  of  that  profligste  and  monstrous 
instilA^on,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  belived  it 
was  the'Pandora's  box  which  had  been  the  cause  of  all  the 
complaints,  all  the  evils,  and  all  the  distresses,  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  much  on  this  floor.  He  hoped  the  ques- 
tion might  be  taken  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  so 
that  the  country  might  be  put  at  rest  in  relation  to  it. 
Let  gentlemen  come  np  to  the  question,  and  toe  the  mark. 
Let  the  question  be  decided  in  the  House,  and  not  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  no  vote  can  be  taken 
on  it,  and  where  discussion  will  only  add  to  the  distresses 
which  already  exist.  In  his  humble  opinion,  there  could 
bo  nothing  which  would  afford  more  solid  and  substantial 
relief  than  a  decision  of  this  House,  that  will  show  tu  those 
who  make  complaints  of  distress,  and  ring  the  changes  on 
the  word  panic,  that  their  favorite  project  is  hopeless ;  that 
a  United  States  Bank  cannot  be  chartered  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to 
be  indulging  themselves  with  the  hope  that  it  can.  The 
sooner  this  was  done  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  people  of 
the  country.  In  his  opinion,  if  we  intend  to  act  in  good 
faith  to  the  people,  and  do  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  and  the  distresses  of  that  people, 
the  very  first  thing  we  should  do  would  be  to  determine 
whether  the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Bank  was  to 
be  expected  by  any  party  in  the  country ;  to  settle  and  fix 
the  question  finally,  so  that  the  people  of  the  country  and 
the  capitaliste  of  the  country  might  know  what  to  do.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  capital  now 
held  up  which  would  be  invested  in  other  business,  if  this 
qtiestion  was  determined ;  and  why  not  determine  it  at 
once,  and  put  it  at  rest  1  Gentlemen,  in  support  of  their 
motion  to  refer  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  say  they  want  a  discussion  of  the  subject.  Why, 
do  they  not  know  that  it  has  been  discussed  from  year  to 
year  for  the  last  six  years,  throughout  the  whole  country, 
and  in  both  branches  of  Congress  1  Do  they  not  know 
that  it  has  been  discussed  in  both  branches  of  Congress  at- 
the  present  session,  on  almost  every  subject  which  has 
been  brought  forward  1  Have  we  not  heard  the  ditties 
which  have  been  sung  in  this  House  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  eulogy  of  their  favorite  institution  ? 
And  do  gentlemen  not  know  that  this  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed until  a  lai^  majority  of  the  people  of  the  country 
turn  away  from  it  with  loathing  and  disgust !  It  has  been 
decided  at  the  ballot  box  that  a  msjority  of  the  people  of 
the  country  were  opposed  to  the  entablishment  of  a  nation- 
al bank;  and  he  wished  to  be  permitted  to  tell  gentlemen 
that  they  mistook  the  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  the  country,  if  they  expect,  by  this  pro- 
tracted discussion  of  the  question,  to  drive  them  from  their 
opposition  to  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  in  vain 
for  them  to  expect  to  rivet  the  chains  which  had  sprung 
from  that  institution,  on  the  necks  of  the  people ;  and  the 
•ooner  the  matter  was  decided,  the  better  for  the  country, 
as  it  will  put  at  rest  all  agitation  and  turmoil.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  been  accused  of  taking  an 
extraordinary  course,  and  of  endeavoring  to  forestall  pub- 
lic opinion,  by  the  very  consistent  gentlemen  of  the  oppo- 
sition. He  has  been  denounced  and  declaimed  against  by 
those  who  deal  in  declamation,  for  the  extraordinary  and 
high-handed  course  he  has  pursued ;  and  it  will  be  recol- 
lected by  every  gentleman  here,  that  those  who  now  de- 
nounce him  for  throwing  out  his  opinions  in  advance,  de- 
nounced him  two  years  ago  because  of  his  non-committal- 


ism. These  gentlemen  then  said  that  he  was  non-commit- 
tal on  every  thing — that  he  would  never  toe  the  mark-* 
that  he  would  never  go  in  advance  of  public  opinion,  but 
always  followed  afler  it.  Now,  iiowever,  they  say  the 
President  has  introduced  both  reckless  and  extraordinary 
measures,  and  they  denounce  him  for  endeavoring  to  fore- 
stall public  opinion.  All  these  arguments  and  denancia- 
tions  should  be  fairly  met,  and  he  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  whether  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration would  have  the  opportunity  of  answering  him  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole?  because  the  gentleman  well 
knows  it  is  against  the  rule  to  reply  to  arguments  made  in 
the  House.  He  wished  to  see  a  direct  and  early  vote  upon 
this  subject  The  people  of  the  country  require  it.  They 
want  to  know  what  prospects  there  are  for  the  recharter  of 
a  national  bank,  so  that  they  may  know  what  to  expect. 
He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  gentleman  in  this 
House,  who  was  inimical  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank,  who  desired  to  avoid  the  question  by  referring  it  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Every  individual  who  was 
at  heart  hostile  to  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  must  be  disposed 
to  keep  the  subject  in  the  House,  and  not  permit  it  to  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  may  be  discussed 
to  the  end  of  the  session  without  coming  to  any  conclu- 
sion thereon.  Gentlemen  have  talked  a  great  deal  about 
skulking  and  dodging  questions ;  but,  he  would  ask,  who 
over  saw  such  dodging  as  there  had  been  on  this  question  ? 
Gentlemen  desired  not  only  to  dodge  the  question,  but  to 
dodge  behind  the  rules  of  the  House  to  save  themselves 
from  having  their  arguments  answered,  and  their  denun- 
ciations exposed. 

It  was  easy  to  make  assertions,  but  it  was  not  so  easy  to 
prove  them  ;  therefore,  gentlemen  endeavor  to  shield  them- 
selves by  having  the  subject  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.    Let  the  American  people  see  what  party  sup- 
port a  national  bank ;  let  them  see  their  strength,  and  what 
prospect  there  is  for  them  to  succeed,  and  they  will  be  sat- 
isfied.    The  farming  and  mechanical  interests  are  now  sat- 
isfied.    Who,  then,  are  making  all  these  complaints  1     It 
is  the  ban  kites,  the  rag-barons,   and  the  stock  jobbers. 
These  are  thje  men  who  are  endeavoring  to  render  the  Gov- 
ernment unpopular  with  the  people,  and  make  them  dis- 
contented with  their  country.    The  rapid  strides  which  the 
bank  is  making  for  almost  universal  dominion  in  America, 
warn  us  of  the  necessity  of  letting  the  country  and  the 
world  know  its  fate  as  soon  as  possible.     We  have  heard 
but  recently  of  this  institution  sending  an  egentto  Euroi»e, 
perhaps  to  interfere  with  our  commerce.     Every  day  ad- 
monishes us  of  the  danger  of  the  bank ;  and  ahall  we  longer 
«it  by  and  encourage  agitation,  and  add  to  its  power  of 
doing  injury  to  the  country  1     He  hoped  thst  the  democ- 
racy of  this  House  would  give  it  as  their  opinion  to  tho 
democracy  of  the  country,  and  to  the  agricultural,  mechan- 
ical, and  laboring  interests  of  the  country,  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  establish  an  institution  which  had  declared 
war  upon  the  country,  and  stood  out  against  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  themselves.     Let  them  know  this,  let  ttie 
wiorld  know  it,  and  we  will  hear  but  little  of  this  diatress 
which  has  been  so  long  sounded  in  our  ears.    If,  however, 
this  subject  is  kept  in  agitation  before  this  House  and  the 
country,  the  cry  of  dii»tress,  and  panic,  and  confusion,  will 
be  kept  up,  the  President  will  be  denounced,  and  a  bank, 
of  the  United  States  will  be  held  up  as  the  only  panacea 
for  the  country.     Gentlemen  could  not  suppose  we  are  ig* 
norant  of  the  game  they  are  playing.   They  tell  us  the  time 
has  not  arrived  for  introducing  the  subject  of  a  national 
bank.    But  what  do  they  mean  by  this  ?    They  mean  tha^ 
they  do  not  want  it  condemned ;  they  do  not  want  the  truo 
voice  of  the  '  people  spoken  on  this  subject,  because  they 
know  it  would  be  against  them. 

He  hoped  that  no  one  who  was  opposed  to  the  rechartar 
of  thia  institution  would  hesitate  in  voting  to  reject  tbo 
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pTopoiition  lubmiUed  by  the  gentleman  from  PennsyWa- 
nie,  to  refer  this  reeolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN  said  that,  belieTing  every  gentleman 
to  hare  made  np  his  mind  on  the  qoestion  in  relation  to 
the  expediency  of  chartering  a  national  bank,  and  that  the 
state  of  the  pnblic  business  would  not  permit  of  its  farther 
discussion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was 
onlered;  and  the  roll  having  been  called  over,  and  196 
members  answering  to  their  nRme% 

Mr  MORGAN  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  then  serx>nded-»8yes  83, 
■aes80. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the 
main  question ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were :  Yeas  101, 
Bays  10 1 ,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne^  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chapman,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cnsh- 
man,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore, 
Fairfield,  f.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hsmmond,  Hsmer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Hayncs,  Holsey,  Hoflt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W. 
H.  Honler,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Kling- 
ensmith,  LeadtietCer,  Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M. 
Msson,  McKay,  A.  McOlellan,  McClure,  McKira  Miller, 
Montgomety,  Moore,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  NoMe, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petri- 
kin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Prstt,  Prentiss, 
Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Shefier,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Tsylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tur- 
ney,  Yanderveer,  Wegener,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlMy,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worlhington,  Yell— 101. 

Nat»— Mewra.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Afcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Borden,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John 
CsJfaoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
bam,  ChiJd#,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Rice  Gar- 
land,  Uoode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Halsled,  Harlan,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Lawler,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallofy,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Manry,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milltgan,  M. 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Pattoo,  Pearce,  Peck,  Ph'illipe,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Ruspell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Chsries  She- 
paid,  Blade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White, 
John  While,  EUsha  WhtUlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  S.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yori[e>*^101. 

The  CHAIR  voted  in  the  affirmative,  so  that  the  main 
^nrstion  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  CLARK  inquired  if  it  would  now  be  in  order  to 
Bsove  to  lay  the  subject  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not  be  in  order,  the 
nwin  question  being  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  then  reported  ss  follows  : 

Rtwohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  national 
bank. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
qoestion,  which  were  ordered,  abd  were :  Yeas  138,  nays 
91,  as  follows : 

YmA.e — Mee«ri.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Bieme,   Bicknell,   Birdsall,   Bouldin,   Brodhead,  Bmyn, 
Bynum,   Cambreleng,  T.  I.  Carter,  Casey, 


Chapman,  Ciiley,  Claiborne,  Clkrk,  Cleveland,  Clowney^ 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Klmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holaey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
William  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Arphaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Msson,  Martin, 
McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  M.  Morris,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmenter, 
PattoD,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Shefler,  Shields,  Sheplor,  '  Smith,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart, .  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thomp- 
son, Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Yanderveer,  Wago- 
ner, Webster,  T.  T.  Whitrtesey,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Worthtngton,  Yell-^183. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,'  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing^ 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
James  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Jeni- 
fer, Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lswler,  Lin- 
coln, Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shep- 
perd, Charles  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood.  A.  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whiuloitey,  Lewia  Williams,  Sher- 
rod  WilKams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke-.9l. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a 
national  bank.* 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  imposing 
additional  duties  in  ceftain  cases  on  public  officers,"  was 
taken  up  un  its  reference. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that,  as  this  bill  corre- 
sponded in  almost  all  its  provisions  with  the  House  bill 
under  the  same  title,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order,  therefore,  that  there 
might  be  no  delsy  upon  the  action  of  this  bill,  and  as  there 
was  only  one  slight  difference  between  them,  he  had  been 
instructed,  he  said,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  move  that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motion  was  assented  to,  nem,  dia. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
*<bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 
The  bill  had  been  amended  entirely  in  Committee  of  the 

*  The  Tollowing  note  appeared  In  ihe  papers  of  the  daj: 
The  undersigned,  having  been  casually  absent  when  the  miestlon 
was  taken  this  momiog  on  the  resolutlun  *'  that  it  ifl  inexpedient  to 
charter  a  national  bank,"  would,  if  they  had  been  present,  have  voted 
in  the  afflrmative. 

Robert  McClellan,  John  Cheney, 

Henry  Vail.        *  Henry  A.  Foster, 

Amasa  J.  Parker,  R.  Boon, 

John  I.  DeOraff,  A.  P.  Grant, 

Joseph  Weeks,  Isaac  H.  Bronson. 

James  Farrlngton, 
Oct€htrS,l8Sr,       ^ 
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Whole,  and  a  sulistUute  submitted  by  Mr.   CAXBBBLBira 
adopted. 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  amead  the  first  aection  by  in- 
aerting  in  the  second  line,  after  the  word  "  notes,"  the  foh- 
lowing :  "  or  bills  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues  ;*' 
and  supported  his  amendment  at  some  length,  and  went 
somewhat  into  the  subj^t  generally, 

Mr.  FLETCHER,  of  Maasachuaets,  aaid  it  was  his  in- 
tention not  to  take  any  part  in  the  present  debate,  but  look- 
ing at  the  character  of  the  bill  before  them,  and  considering 
the  circumstances  in  wliich  they  were  placed  with  regard 
to  it,  he  was  not  able  to  content  himself  with  giving  a  silent 
vote  upon  the  measure. 

I  consider  it  due  to  my  constituents  and  due  to  myself 
(said  he, )  briefly  to  state  the  reasons  which  will  influence 
my  conduct  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  real  object  of  the  bill  is,  to  borrow  ten  millions  of 
dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government;  and,  if  it  passes, 
its  real  effect  will  be,  to  impose  a  debt  upon  the  country  to 
that  amount.  'J'o  justify  me  in  voting  for  such  a  bill,  two 
things  must  be  clearly  established  :  1st.  that  the  vranta  of 
Government  are  so  pressing  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  im- 
pose on  the  people  a  debt  of  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  2d. 
that  the  method  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  this 
object  is  a  proper  and  suitable  me)jiod. 

I  presume  no  one  will  call  in  question  the  correctness  of 
my  first  positioai,  or  deny  that  the  necessity  of  running  the 
nation  in  debt  must  be  clearly  proved  before  any  such  step 
can  be  properly  taken.  The  people  will  not  look  with  fa- 
vorable eyes  upon  the  recommencement  of  a  national  debt; 
they  will  not  consider  it  a  light  matter ;  such  a  measure 
can  only  be  justified  by  necessity^  If  the  Gi>vemment  has 
any  pre-existing  means  to  meet  its  wants,  those  means 
roust  be  resorted  to  in  the  first  place ;  and  till  those  means 
are  exhausted  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  imposing  a  debt 
upon  the  people,  nor  propriety  in  doing  so.  Upon  this 
point,  how  stands  the  fact  1  hi  the  statement  read  to  us 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
exhibiting  the  resources  out  of  which,  in  the  counii9  of  the 
ensuing  year,  the  proposed  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  paid 
and  redeemed,  be  includes  six  millions  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  that  is,  there 
is  due  from  the  bank  six  millions  of  dollars,  payable  in 
three  successive  years,  with  interest,  at  six  per  cent.,  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  intended  to  convert  into  cash,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year,  to  provide  the  means  wherewith 
to  redeem  and  take  up  the  proposed  Treasury  notes.  With 
these  bonds  of  the  bank  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury,  for 
six  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  proposed  to  issue  Treasury 
notes,  pledging  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  to  meet  and 
redeem  those  notes  these  very  bonds  are  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed of.  Pray,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity,  the  advantage, 
or  the  propriety  of  this  double  operation  1  Undoubtedly 
the  money  which  is  wanted  may  as  well  be  raised  by  the 
sale  of  the  bonds  now,  as  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  notes  shall  bear  interest — though  the 
amount  is  not  fixed  in  the  bill — and  shall  be  payable  in  one 
year.  The  bonds  are  upon  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  and 
have  a  longer  time  to  run  than  the  proposed  notes.  The 
bonds  will  serve  much  better  than  the  notes  for  foreign 
remittance,  and  undoubtedly  would  command  a  premium 
in  the  market  The  notes  are  payable  too  soon,  and,  in 
other  respects,  not  well  fitted  for  foreign  remittance. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  some  satisfactory  rea- 
son why  these  bonds  should  not  be  sold  at  once,  and  the 
;proceeds  applied  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  Would 
not  this  be  a  better  course,  a  more  direct,  a  more  judicious 
course,  than  to  borrow  money  and  impose  a  debt  upon  the 
country  1  Why  accumulate  these  diiferent  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  ?  Why  resort  to  such  an  in- 
volved and  round-about  plan  of  raising  money  1  Why  not 
go  into  the  market  with  the  bonds  of  Uie  banki  Why  aub- 


atitnte  for  them  your  own  notes  1  To  sell  the  bonds  is  a 
very  simple  and  common  operation,  auch  as  apfMroves  itself 
to  every  man's  experience  and  understanding.  If  there 
are  any  reasons  for  the  extraordinary  course  which  it  is  pro« 
poaed  in  preference  to  pursue,  they  have  not  yet  been  ex*- 
plained  to  my  comprehension. 

In  addition  to  the  bank  bonds,  there  are  some  fifteen  or 
sixteen  millions  of  duUara  belonging  to  the  Govemment* 
still  in  the  depoaite  banks.  Upon  this  fund  the  Secretory 
has  been  in  the  practice  for  some  time  past  of  making  drafts^ 
which,  though  not  paid  by  the  banka,  have  been  received 
for  duea  to  the  Government,  and  have  gone  into  circula- 
tion, and  have  formed  a  part  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. The  drafts,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs 
us,  have  been  found  convenient  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  people.  They  have  served  to  pay  the  debto  of  the  Gov- 
emment  to  indivldaals^  and  of  individuals  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Why  should  not  this  process,  a  tried  and  successful 
process,  be  continued  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  1  Here 
is  an  actual  exiating  fund,  upon  which  we  may  draw,  and 
upon  which  we  mky  rely  for  ultimate  payment.  We  are 
assured  that  these  banks  are  amply  solvent^  and  will  pay, 
if  not  immediately,  yet  gradually,  and  in  the  end  fully. 
This  fund  the  Government  can  control  and  use;  it  has  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  under  their  management;  and  to  iasue 
these  proposed  Treasury  notes  is  only  accumulating  fund 
upon  fund  in  the  bands  of  the  Executive.  This  is  in  ac- 
cordance  neither  with  public  policy  nor  approved  practice. 
Nothing  beyond  the  real  wants  of  the  Government  can  be 
properly  aupplied.  If  there  be  already  means  on  band  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  to  accumulate  new 
funds  in  their  hands  would  be  an  outrage  upon  the  rights 
of  the  people ;  it  would  be  dangeroua  in  principle,  opprea- 
sive  and  unjust  in  practice. 

Sir,  I  do  Dot  mean  to  make  light  or  unfounded  objec- 
tions. Show  me  that  the  wants  of  the  Government  de- 
mand a  loan,  and  I  will  go  for  a  loan,  heartily  and  sincerely  ; 
I  should  feel  myself  bound  in  duty  and  in  conacienoe  to 
go  for  it ;  but,  until  the  necessity  for  it  appears,  I  feel  my* 
self  bound  in  duty,  bound  in  joatioe  to  the  people,  to  oppose 
It.  Now,  the  necessity  of  imposing  upon  the  country  a 
debt  of  ten  millions  has  not  been  made  appaietxt  to  my 
mind ;  so  far  from  it,  the  contrary  clearly  and  distinctly  ap- 
pears. But,  suppose  the  administration  to  have  made  out 
the  neceasity  of  involving  the  country  in  a  debt  of  ten  mil-  . 
liona,  still  the  mode  in  which  they  propose  to  effect  thai 
object  is  subject  to  strong  objections. 

The  bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  deceptive ;  calculated 
to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  object  of  the  measure  which 
is  proposed.  It  is  entitled  a  bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes.  Why  not  call  it  a  bill  to  aut3ioriae  the 
employment  of  additional  clerks  1  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
forgery  in  certain  cases  ?  Doth  of  which  are  just  as  much 
provided  for  in  the  bill  as  is  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes ; 
and  either  of  which  would  just  aa  well  express  the  real  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  aa  the  title  which  it  bears. 

The  bill  bears  a  false  title ;  it  carries  upon  ita  front  a 
false  name ;  it  imports  what  it  is  not ;  or  rather  it  does  not 
import  what  in  fact  it  is ;  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else 
designing  artifice  may  prevail,  let  it  not  corrupt  our  legis- 
lation. I^et  us  deal  frankly  and  openly  with  the  people. 
When  we  take  their  money,  let  us  tell  thekn  so ;  let  it  be 
taken  openly  and  avowedly,  not  covertly  and  indirectly. 
Take  their  money  and  tell  them  so ;  but  do  not  pick  their 
pockets! 

When  the  people  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  liability  of  ten 
millions,  they  should  be  informed  of  the  fact  clearly  and 
distinctly ;  there  ahould  be  no  concealment  in  word  or 
thought.  1'he  bill  before  us  is,  in  truth,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize a  loan  of  ten  millions.  What  we  want  is  a  loan ;  and 
we  ought  in  fairness  and  truth  to  aay  so.  To  call  the  bill 
by  a  name  that  does  not  iairly  import  its  character;  thus 
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to  tieai  it  ai  floroethiDg  diflkieiit  from  what  it  reaUy  if^  does 
not  comport  with  what  ought  to  be  the  character  of  the 
ttoterjuBent. 

We  have  already,  air,  panied  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
postpone  the  fourth  inatalmeni  ofdepoeite  with  the  Sutes. 
I  kar,  air,  that  bill  raises  ozpectationa  only  to  disi^ipoiat 
theoi.  That  paymenta  if  it  were  really  intended,  might  as 
well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  the  States  will  ex- 
pect it  in  vain.  Postponement,  in  all  probability,  will  turn 
out  to  mean  lepeaL  The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  fu- 
turs  time  will  prove,  I  appreftiend,  a  delusive  expectation. 
8ir,  I  protest  against  duplicity  in  any  form,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government.  The  relation  which  we  sustain  towards 
the  people  demands  from  us  the  strictest  truth  and  sincer* 
ity.  They  have  placed  confidence  in  us;  they  have  en* 
trusted  to  us  dieir  rights  and  intorests ;  and  they  have  an 
ondsoiable  claim  to  be  informed  fully  and  clearly,  without 
dkgntss,  as  to  every  thing  we  do,  and  every  thing  we  in* 
tend.  The  title  and  the  form  of  this  bill  are  calculated,  in 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  from  the  people  that  we  are  bor* 
nming  money  upon  their  credit ;  and,  in  that  point  of  view, 
the  bill  is  obnoxious  to  serious  objections. 

There  is  another  objection,  which  must  press  with  great 
weight  upon  those  gentlemen  who  hold  to  a  strtot  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  who  hold  that  Congress  has  no 
powers  except  those  expressly  granted  to  it.  Those  gen- 
tleosea,  who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any  power  to 
charter  a  national  bank,  where  do  they  find  the  power  to 
issue  Treasury  notes,  or  bills  of  credit;  for  Treasury  notei^ 
designed  to  cinolato  as  cnrrenoy,  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  toils  of  credit  1  Ko  such  power  is  any  where  express- 
ly gnnted. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  had  seen  and  felt  the 
evils  of  Gtfvemasent  peper  money.  The  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit  was  expressly  withheld  from  the  States ;  it 
was  not  expressly  given  to  the  General  Government.  How, 
then,  does  the  General  Government  obtain  it  1  It  will  be 
said  that  it  is  included  under  the  power  to  borrow  money. 
Let  lis  see  bow  that  interpretation  will  answer. 

fio  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  the  power  to  bor- 
row mooey^a  power  which  they  exercise  every  day  with- 
out objection.  But  it  is  certain  that  the  Sutes  cannot  is- 
sue biUB  of  credit.  The  power  to  borrow  money,  then, 
does  not  necessarily  include  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit ; 
and,  although  the  Government  has  undoubtedly  the  power 
to  borrow  money,  that  power  to  borrow  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imp^  a  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit. 
1  found  this  argument  upon  the  views  of  those  gentlemen 
who  hold  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  with- 
out intending  to  express  any  opinion  of  my  own  upon  this 
eonsiitotional  point  The  only  exercise  of  this  power  by 
the  General  Government  occurred  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.  The  Government,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obtain  a  loan  in  the  osual  way.  1'he  attempt 
foiled ;  the  loan  could  not  be  obtained ;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
necesaity,  the  Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  An  example  at  such  a  time,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  is  rather  to  be  avcoded  than  to 
be  foUowed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  this  measure.  The 
fatfl  provides  that  the  notes  to  be  issued  shall  bear  such  in- 
terest as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine. 
This  omission  to  fix  the  amount  of  interest  leaves  the 
charaeter  of  the  notes  wholly  indoterminato  end  rnicertein. 
The  interest  which  they  may  bear  will  determine  the  char- 
acter and  office  of  the  notes.  They  may  he  of  a  rharactor 
to  be  taken  up  as  an  investment  by  capitalists  ;  they  may 
be  of  a  character  to  circulate  as  currency ;  and  which  of 
tbsae  characters  they  will  assume,  depends  upon  the  in- 
terest they  may  bear.  Before  1  can  vote  for  the  bill,  this 
point  must  be  determined.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the  notes, 
f  most  know  what  the  notes  are  to  be.     I  cannot  agree  to 


the  passage  of  any  bill  the  nature  of  which  is  not  fixed  and 
established  by  the  bill  itself.  It  would  be  to  act  blindly 
and  incoosideratoly,  to  vote  for  a  measure  in  ignorance  of 
what  that  measure  is  to  be.  Should  the  bill  psss  in  the 
present  form,  and  should  I  be  inquired  of  what  ite  efiect 
upon  the  community  was  anticipated  to  be,  I  could  give  no 
answer.  I  could  express  no  opinion  on  that  point,  because, 
in  the  present  shape  of  this  bill,  it  is  impossible  to  form  any 
opinion  what  character  the  notea  will  assume.  I  could 
only  say,  what  I  should  be  asliamed  to  say,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  been  authorixed  to  issue  notes  to  suit  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Government,  without  any  regard  having  been 
paid  to  the  concern  which  the  community  at  large  might 
have  in  this  matter.  If  we  are  to  act  with  the  slightest  re- 
gard to  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  public,  we 
ahould  fix  the  interest  which  the  notes  are  to  bc^ir.  Why 
refer  this  to  the  Executive  ?  Is  not  the  House  competent 
to  form  and  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  question  1  .  Is  not 
the  House  as  fit  aa  the  Ei^ecutive  to  determine  what  rate 
of  intereat,  what  character  to  the  notes,  will  best  subserve 
the  public  interest  1  If  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to  le- 
gislate upon  this  point,  why  pot  upon  all  others  ?  Though 
the  Executive,  in  fact,  exercised  such  a  power,  it  would 
hardly  be  necessary  to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration press  this  measure  of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  in 
preference  to  the  usual  mode  of  supplying  the  wante  of  the 
Treasury  by  a  simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite 
auspicious.  I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  undeserved 
odium  upon  the  administration.  I  wish  them  to  merit, 
and,  by  meriting,  to  posaess  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
commnnity.  But  this  measure  is  little  calculated  to  pro- 
duce that  efiect.  It  is  an  unusual  measure ;  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  extraordinary  expense ;  it  will  add  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  in  the  employ  of  Government ;  it  will  increase 
Executive  patronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
favoritism.  In  raising  money  upon  these  notes,  the  Ex- 
ecutive may  give  a  preference,  and  may  consult  the  intor- 
este  of  fovorsd  individuals ;  whereas  a  toan  would  be  open 
equally  to  all. 

Besides,  sir,  there  are  those  who  see  in  tliis  measure  the 
commencement  of  a  permanent  and  a  most  perilous  system. 
It  is  more  then  surmised  that  the  Government  would  be 
willing  to  have  the  whole  currency  of  the  country  flow 
exclusively  from  itself;  and  is  desirous  to  furnish  not  only 
the  gold  and  silver  coin,  but  the  whole  paper  currency  also, 
from  its  own  exclusive  mint;  and  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  in  the  first  step  in  the  march  towards  that  ob- 
ject. The  teking  measures  to  render  safe  and  convenient 
auch  currency  aa  the  people  may  elect  to  use,  is  the  busi- 
ness and  all  Uie  business  of  the  Government  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  li  should  be  kept  stricily  within  the  limiu 
of  that  duty,  and  should  faithfully  perform  what  belongs 
to  it  within  those  limito.  They  ought  to  follow  public  sen- 
timent in  this  matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

But  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have  been  put  forth 
in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country ;  and  there  is 
eause  enough  for  alarm  to  render  it  the  part  of  prudence  to 
watch  witli  care  every  measure  bearing  upon  this  auhject. 
The  issue  of  paper  money  is  at  all  times  a  dangerous  busi- 
ness for  a  Government  to  engage  in,  and  a  bu«inc6s  pecu- 
liarly dangerous  at  the  present  crisis.  Our  time  is  now  too 
short,  our  action  too  hurried,  to  justify  us  in  adventuring 
upon  a  scheme  of  a  novel  character.  At  such  a  time,  and 
under  present  circumstances,  the  only  safe  way  is  the  old 
way-v-the  common  way.  If  the  Government  must  have 
money,  let  it  borrow  the  money  in  the  usual  mode.  So 
doing,  we  shall  know  what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of 
this  course,  I  have  heard  no  sobstential  objection,  I  can  see 
no  substantial  objection;  and,  until  I  con  obtein  some  new 
light,  it  is  the  only  course  to  which  I  can  give  my  assent. 

A  great  change  hns  conio  over  our  national  afiairs.     At 
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tbe  commencement  of  this  present  year,  there  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Goyemment  a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  whole  amount  to  be  depos- 
ited with  the  States.  The  fourth  instalment  of  the  df  pos- 
ite  money  (between  nine  and  ten  millions)  has  been  with- 
held from  the  States ;  there  is  due  to  the  Government  from 
the  late  United  States  Bank  six  millions,  exclusive  of  in- 
terest; and  now  ten  additional  millions  are  demanded,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  current  year ;  and  this,  too,  be- 
sides all  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  country — a  country, 
whose  whole  annual  expenses  during  the  administration 
next  preceding  that  of  General  Jackson  were  hardly  twelve 
millions  of  dollars! 

Under  circumstances  like  these,  does  it  not  behoove  the 
people  to  look  to  their  public  afisirs  1 — to  look  to  them  at 
once  ? — ^to  look  to  them  now  ? — to  look  to  them  cooly  and 
dispassionately,  with  minds  free  from  the  influence  of  party 
spirit,  and  with  a  sincere  and  honest  desire  to  preserve  in 
its  purity  and  excellence  our  freA  constitution,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  as  well  as 
of  the  Government  1 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  it  would  bo  idle  for  him  to  think  of 
adding  any  thing  to  the  force  and  clearness  of  the  observa- 
tions of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Flbtcheh  ;]  but  one  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  that  gentleman  had  recalled  to  his  recollec- 
tion a  curious  fact,  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue, 
which  he  begged  leave  to  state  to  the  House. 

It  would  be  remembered,  that  one  of  the  main  arguments 
of  those  gentlemen  who  deny  the  constitutionality  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  is  the  consideration  that  the  power  to  establish 
such  a  bank  is  not  expressly  given  to  Gongress  in  the  con- 
stitution ;  that  it  is  what  is  called  a  constructive  power ;  and 
that  a  proposition  was  made  in  the  convention  which  fram- 
ed the  constitution  to  confer  on  Gongress  jxiwer  to  create 
corporations,  and  rejected. 

Now  (said  Mr.  C.)  the  analogy  between  this  question 
of  a  national  bank,  and  thst  of  bills  of  credit,  is  perfect  in 
all  its  parts.  I'here  is  no  express  power  in  the  constitu- 
tion for  Gongreis  to  issue  bills  of  credit.  It  is  a  construct- 
ive power,  just  as  much  as  the  power  to  establish  a  nation- 
al bank ;  and  Mr.  Pinckncy,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed, 
OS  may  be  seen  by  the  printed  journal  of  the  convention, 
thdt,  in  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  one 
clause  should  read  thus :  **  To  borrow  muney  and  emit  bills 
of  credit."  This  latter  branch  of  the  proposition  the  con- 
vention rejected :  the  actual  provision  as  to  loans  being  in 
these  words :  **  To  borrow  money  on  tbe  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  without  himself  admitting  the  conclu- 
siveness of  the  argomeiiUi  adverse  to  the  constitutionality  of 
a  national  bank,  he  did  not  seo  how  those  who  did  enter- 
tain that  view  of  tbe  constitution  could  consistently  support 
a  law  for  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  addressed  the  Chair  as  foUows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
observations  of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seal,  [Mr.  Fletcush,]  as  I  always  have  elsewhere, 
when  I  have  had  an  opportunity,  from  my  great  respect  for 
his  high  moral  worth  and  distinguished  UlenU ;  but,  enter- 
taining somewhat  different  views  from  those  presented  by 
him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
I  will,  with  your  leave,  state  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
dissent. 

My  colleague  assumes  two  conditions  which  he  considers 
as  indispensable  prerequisites  to  the  propriety  of  supporting 
the  bill  under  consideration,  which  are :  first,  that  the 
Treasury  is  in  need  of  the  money  ;  second,  that  tbe  pro- 
pos0d  mode  is  the  bent  one  for  raising  the  money.  On  the 
importance  of  establishing  these  points,  I  agree  with  him, 
and  shall  endeavor  to  show  why  I  consider  the  present  bill 
necessary,  and  the  best  calculated  for  the  convenience  both 
of  the  Government  and  the  people. 


ft  baa  been  remarkied  by  ceveral  gentlemen  during  the 
debate,  but  not  by  my  colleague,  that  they  did  not  clearly 
comprehend  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  they  have  avowed  their  inability  to  come  to  any  defin- 
ite conclusion  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  I'reasury.  This 
opinion  was  expressed  and  urged,  immediately  upon  the 
report  being  laid  upon  our  table,  by  members  usually  ar- 
dent in  their  politic<il  predilections  and  prejudices,  quite  as 
soon  as  it  could  be  expected  that  so  voluminous  a  docu- 
ment, embracing  views  of  finance  and  public  policy,  as 
well  as  various  statistics,  could  be  examined. 

Having  long  entertained  the  most  favorable  impressions 
of  the  superior  talents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy, 
whose  ability  and  assiduity  in  the  duties  of  his  high  stations 
have  been  almost  proverbial  in  the  nation  for  many  years^ 
f  read  his  report  with  great  attention,  and  discovered,  as  I 
thought,  a  plain,  lucid,  and  perspicuous  view  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country.  I  put  down,  therefore,  in  my  own  mind 
the  attacks  upon  him  as  the  effusions  of  political  opposition, 
without  any  tfiote  meaning  than  the  general  dissatisfaction 
of  those  who  disagree  with  the  present  administration.  I 
am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  impression,  because,  since 
the  first  few  days  of  this  session,  after  an  opportunity  of  full 
examination,  all  this  hostility  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
has  ceased,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  generally  considered 
a  correct,  able,  and  interesting  ei^position  of  the  finances 
and  financial  concerns  of  the  country.  I  find  by  this  report 
that  there  will  be,  in  all  probability,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1837,  if  there  should  be  no  deductions  from  the  outstanding 
appropriations,  a  deficit  of  aboat  twenty-two  millions  of 
dollars ;  but  if,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  soppoees, 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  unexpended  appropiiatioos  may 
pass  over  to  the  year  1838,  then  there  would  be  an  absolute 
deficit  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet  which,  and  for 
contingencies,  and  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1838,  this  bill  propo- 
ses an  authority  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  issue  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes.  This  amount  would 
have  been  nineteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollan,  if  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  tbe  surplus  revenue  had 
not  been  ])ostponed  to  January  1st,  1839 ;  and  it  will  be 
seen  by  thef  conditions  of  the  postponement  bill,  that  the 
Treasury  is  entirely  cut  off  from  getting  back  any  of  the 
twenty-seven  millions  distributed  among  the  States,  which 
by  the  original  law  the  Secretary  would  have  had  a  right  to 
call  for. 

Now,  sir,  my  respected  colleague  would  appropriate  tho 
nine  and  a  half  millions  in  deposite  banks,  and  four  and  a 
half  millions  standing  to  the  credit  of  disburaing  ofiicere  in 
said  banks,  or  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury.     If  this  could  be  done  there  would, 
of  course,  be  no  need  of  issuing  Treasury  notes.    But  have 
we  not  a  bill  now  before  us,  giving  the  deposite  banks  from 
four  to  nine  months  for  the  payment  to  the  Government  of 
the  balances  due  1    Is  it  not  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the 
security  of  the  debt,  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  States 
interested,  require  an  accommodation  ?    Has  not  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  a  State  in  which  two  of  the  deposite 
banks,  having  a  large  balance,  are  located,  said  on  this  floor 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  tbe  banks  to  pay  within  the 
time  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  and  that  he  should 
ask  for  more  time  1     Is  there  the  slightest  doubt  in  this 
House  that  tlie  bill  from  the  other  branch,  now  before  us, 
must  pass,  or,  if  amended,  by  showing  greater  indulgence  \ 
This  resource  will  then  fail.     As  to  the  amount  of  four  and 
a  half  millions  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officen,  there  must 
always  remain  from  three  to  five  millions  of  dollars  in  tlicir 
hands.     AH  experience  has  shown  such  amount  to  be  ne- 
cessary.    These  sums  are  drawn  to  pay  contracts  actually 
fulfilled,  and  always  belong  to  the  creditors  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and  are,  of  course,  entirely  useless  for  a  supply  to  the 
Treasury.     Unless  the  operations  of  Government   totiilly 
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stop,  it  nuMt  be  ob?ioiM  that  there  always  will  beaomefew 
miliioiu  of  dollara  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  disbursing  oificers 
of  the  arniy»  navy,  lodian  department,  and  other  objeeto  of 
expenditure,  awaiting  the  call  orcreditomof  theGoveroment. 
He  also  thinks  that  it  would  be  pro|iei  to  aeU  Ihe  bonds  of 
(he  United  ^States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  are  held 
hy  the  Treasury  Department.     It  appears  to  me  that  there 
are  to  this  proposition  several  objections.     I  am  not  certain 
that  it  wotdd  be  exactiy  proper  to  pot  those  bonds  into 
market     It  might,  by  possibility,  have  an  injurious  bear- 
ing upon  the  institution.     If  80»  it  ought  not  to  be  done, 
as  an  act  of  justice.    It  is  not  like  an  oidinary  mercantile 
tfsossction.  The  directom  of  the  bank  undoubtedly  had  some 
objea  in  view  in  fixing  annual  payments,  and  I  hope  the 
Government  will  never  give  a  cause  of  complaint  to  ibis 
institution  of  the  slightest  character.     Where  wi4i  these 
bonds  be  sold  1     My  own  opinion  is^  that  the  bank  would 
parcbase  its  own  bonds.     It  appears  to  me  it  would  be  un- 
willing to   multiply  and  vary  its  obligations  in  the  stock 
market.     It  has  already  post  Udtos  on  the  London  Ex- 
change ;  and,  it  appears  to  me,  it  would  be  unwiUing  to 
have  these  bonds  there.     If,  then,  these  bonds  should  now 
go  into  the  market,  and  the  bank  ahoukl  thiid^  proper  to 
purchase  them,  the  debtors  ot  the  bank  must  necessarily  be 
called  upon,  and  thus  distress  the  commercial  and  trading 
commmiity  to  that  amount.     U  sold  in  Rurope,  (London 
most  proabiy,)  it  would,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of 
dolUrSf  afiord  facilities  for  again  over-trading,  instead  of 
being  employed  to  relieve  our  own  country.     I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  at  this  time  there  is  a  very  large  unpaid  amount 
of  good  debts  from  AoMrican  to  English  merchanta.     The 
&IJ  in  exchange  and  specie  shows  thai  it  is  very  much  di- 
minished, and,  it  appears  to-  me,  we  ought  to  avoid  any 
course  which  would  tempt  to  excesses  in  our  foreign  im- 
portations in  the  alightest  degree.    But  the  objection  of  sub- 
stituting the  aaie  of  these  bonds  for  the  Treasury  notes  is 
stiU  greater  in  another  view.  It  is  an  object  xb  make  this  is- 
sue of  Ticasury  notes  incidentally  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity, by  furnishing  a  means  of  remittance,  and  one  of  a  very 
vsiuahle  chaiacter.  The  Treasury  notes  would  fio w  firom  the 
disborsiDg points  tu  the  communities  who  may  want  them  for 
rcnuttanoas.     The  West  and  South  would  receive  them  in 
payment  of  debts,  or  for  the  sale  of  their  cotton  and  other 
great  praducts,  as  well  as  for  lands  held  by  individuals  and 
companies.    They  would  find  their  way  back  to  the  Atlantic 
ciiies^  forming  a  highly  valuable  circulating  meilium  per- 
hape  until  the  time  arrives,  which  cannot  be  very  far  dis- 
tant, of  a  resumption  by  the  local  banka  of  specie  paymenta. 
It  has  been  argued   that  it  would  be  preferable  to  au- 
thwriaa  a  loan  in  the  form  of  certificatea  of  stock.     This  ap- 
pears to  be  liable  to  as  exceedingly  strong  objectbns  as  any 
which  would  apply  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  United 
Slates  Bank.     &o  far  as  it  relates  to  the  incidental  benefit 
to  the  commercial  community,  it  would  be  a  slugglish 
operation.  The  stock  would  be  all  taken  in  the  large  cities, 
and  the  proceeda  pass  directly  to  the  Treasury,  where  it 
wooU  remain  until  called  for  by  the  Government  creditors, 
and  perform  none  of  the  offices  uf  a  means  of  remittance. 
But  my  colleague  and  other  genilemeo  say,  you  do  not 
Bleed  Treasury  notes,  because  you  can  continue  te  make 
Treasury  drafts^  and  they  will  hereafter  answer  as  they 
bare  heretofore.     If  these  drafts  were,  in  every  particular, 
stf  beneficial  as  Treasury  notes,  they  would  be  objectionable} 
inaaauch  as  they  go  to  the  world  with  the  stamp  of  dis- 
boBor  upon  their  face ;  they  carry  with  them,  as  they  pass 
from  hand  to  hand,  an  indelible   record  of  the  discredit  of 
the  bank  upon  which  they  are  made,  and  are  therefore  to 
be  shanned  and  discarded  as  soon  as  possible,  as  offensive 
to  the  merchant  who  has  a  just  sense  of  the  importance  of 
ciedit  and  punctuality.     They  are,  moreover,  inconvenient 
m  amooot,  and  unsuited  to  the  habits  and  usages  of  the 
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My  colleague  objeets  to  the  bill,  because  no  rate  of  inter- 
est is  specified ;  and  he  cannot  give  it  his  vote  until  he 
kn<^ws  precisely  what  the  obligations  of  the  Government 
are  to  be.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  provisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  rate  of  interest 
can  be  so  fixed  all  the  way  from  a  very  low  rate  to  the 
maximum  of  six  per  cent,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  put  it  at  the  most  advantageous  rate  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  for  the  community.  And  it  appears  to  me 
the  rule  would  he  a  very  plain  one,  to  place  tberate  so  that 
they  would  not  be  hoarded  by  the  capitalists,  or  fall  below  par 
in  the  market,  however  email  the  demand  for  Government 
duee.  And  although,  as  has  been  strongly  urged,  there  ie 
very  small  probability  that,  under  almost  any  circumstances, 
they  would  be  below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  judgment, 
to  leave  the  whule  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  will  understand  beit  what  the 
wants  of  the  case  ma/  require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that  they  are  bills  of  credit,  and  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States ;  that  they  weee  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  and  that  during  the  was  with 
Great  Britain,  when  it  was  difficult  or  almost  impossible  to 
obtain  a  loan.  If  it  were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treas- 
ury notes,  the  fact  that  we  were  at  war,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  a  loan  in  any  other  manner,  would  not  have  made 
it  eonstitutional.  I  come  to  the  conclusion  myself,  that 
Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  that  time-  for  the  same 
reason  as  now,  because  they  are  the  most  convenient  to  the 
Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained  the  opinion,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  inresent  embarrassments  of  this  nation  have  arisen  from 
what  may  be  properly  called  general  distress.  I  believe* 
and  think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by  the  senti- 
ments of  many  men  of  business  in  the  commercial  cities, 
that  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  was  owing  to  the 
alarm  excited  in  the  community,  which  caused  a  rush  up- 
on the  banks  for  the  precious  metals,  and  thereby  mate- 
rially  lessened  their  means,  and  by  the  imprudence  and 
extended  speculation  into  which  the  debton  of  these  insti- 
tutions plunged.  Had  it  not  been  for  these  circumstances, 
the  suspension  would  not* have  takon  place;  and,  but  for 
them,  before  this  time  specie  paymenta  would  have  been 
resumed.  It  is  true  that  the  consternation  was  universal ; 
the  panic  was  overwhelming ;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  that  there  was  not,  in  reality,  a  scarcity 
of  the  precious  metals  in  the  commercial  world,  is  shown 
by  various  facts.  Contrary  to  Ihe  expectation  ef  most 
persona  in  this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  eontinucd, 
and  still  continues,  specie  payments,  and  money  is  abun- 
dant, and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and  bullion  for  all  pur- 
poses. The  speculations  and  investments  in  lands, 
aoftounttng  to  many  millions  of  dollars ;  engagementa  in 
novel  manufacturing  concerns ;  building  of  railroads  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  establishments  of  every  variety 
which  ingenuity  could  invent*~a  few  of  them  ueefal  and 
profitable,  but  many,  very  many,  most  sorrowfully  ruinous 
in  their  results — all  tended  to  produce  the  mischief.  The 
ordinary  means  of  the  banks  were  probably  equal  to  their 
liabilities ;  but  the  inability  of  their  debtors,  in  consequence 
of  their  imprudent  and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  these  in- 
stitutions, and  brought  on  the  calamity  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments— an  evil  which,  while  it  continues,  will 
blight  every  effort  of  enterprise  and  industry. 

The  amount  of  specie  within  the  control  of  the  banks 
of  the  country  was  equal  to  their  wants,  greater  than  it 
has  been  in  many  instances  and  at  many  times;  but  un- 
safe and  improvident  men  obtained  access  to  their  resources ; 
not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  managers  of  the  moneyed 
institutions  more  than  I  would  individuals,  and  copartner- 
ships, and  corporationa,  for  everybody  was  infected  with 
the  mania  of  speculation ;  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
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business  world  was  filled  with  it.  It  drove  people  to  the 
pine  forests  of  Maine;  to  the  town  sites  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  to  every  stream  and  riyer  through  the  wholes,  re- 
public ;  to  the  new  cities  of  the  West ;  and  to  the  engage- 
ments in  manufactures,  mechanic  arts,  and  discoveries  of 
all  kinds,  in  most  instances  lamentably  unsuccessful. 

My  colleague  objects  that  the  bill  is  deceptive ;  that, 
under  the  guise  of  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
it  efibcts  a  loan.  It  undoubtedly  is  a  use  of  the  credit  of 
the  country,  to  obtain  means  of  extinguishing  some  of  its 
liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  But  there  is  no 
deception  about  it.  Notes  payable  are  never  issued  in 
money  transactions,  excepting  for  the  purpose  of  substitu- 
ting credit  for  money,  or  promising  it,  and  thorefore  al- 
ways, directly  or  indirectly,  operate  as  a  negotiation  for  a 
loan.  What  diflerence  does  it  make  as  to  the  matter  o( 
borrowing,  whether  the  money  be  obtained  by  one  person 
of  a  third,  and  paid  to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given 
directly  to  the  second  person  ?  In  both  cases  it  is  obtain- 
ing means  on  loan ;  in  one  instance  direcUy,  in  the  other 
indirectly.  Banks  borrow  continually,  by  their  bills  or 
notes,  money  of  the  community.  Now,  sir,  as  Treasury 
notes  can  be  issued  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  procure 
money  or  means  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  the 
bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  because,  as  it  can  have  no  other 
object,  every  body  understands  it. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  without  any 
of  the  proposed  amendments,  particularly  those  which  pro- 
pose the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  striking  out  the  provision  author- 
izing the  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  his  opinion, 
the  good  of  the  country  may  require  it.  It  certainly  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  to  that 
provision.  It  will  guard  against  the  possibility,  although 
I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probability,  that  they  will  be  at 
any  considerable  discount,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
But  we  aU  know  the  nice  calculations  of  dealers  in  money ; 
and  I  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  the  cry,  which 
has  so  frequently  sounded  in  our  ears,  of  depreciated  cur- 
rency applied  to  any  of  the  issues  of  the  Government. 

I  have  confined  myself  strictly  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  House,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  so 
absolutely  necessary,  that  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  80  much  time  should  have  been  employed  in 'discuss- 
ing it.  It  is  called  fbr  by  the  Government  to  enable  them 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  public,  and  it  is  re- 
quired by  the  people,  as  beiag  the  best  mode  by  which  their 
interests  can  be  subserved. 

.  The  other  bills  before  the  House,  for  deferring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bonds  due  from  merchants  and  granting  addi- 
tional credit,  as  well  as  giving  a  credit  on  cash  duties,  it  is 
universally  conceded  will  pass,  and  I  trust  with  few  dis- 
senting voices.  For  one,  I  feel  strongly  disposed  to  afford 
every  ftcility,  and  practise  every  forbearance,  which  the 
most  liberal  legislation  will  warrant ;  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  administration,  whose  friends  are  so  generally  in 
favor  of  this  forbearing  course,  and  who  are  so  willing  to 
grant  every  indulgence  to  those  who  have  the  funds  of  the 
Government  directly  in  their  possession,  or  indirectly  by 
want  of  punctuality  in  their  own  obligations  and  liabilities, 
should  not  be  unnecessarily  emliarrassed  in  their  measures, 
but  should  be  met  in  a  kind  spirit  by  their  opponents. 

I  have  no  fimrs  in  common  with  some  gentlemen  that  the 
ssue  of  a  limited  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  present 
relief  of  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Treasury,  involves  any 
objectionable  principle.  No  apprehension  was  felt  wheki 
the  issue  to  a  very  great  amount  was  made  during  the  war 
with  England,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  imagination 
must  be  exceedingly  active  which  can  discover  danger  in 
this  simple  process  of  anticipating  the  future  means  of  the 
Treasury  by  a  convenient  and  beneficial  finandal  operation. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  addresasd  the  Chair  as  follows : 


Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope,  sir,  the  House  vdll  not  thkik  me 
impertinent  or  obtrusive  when  I  ask  their  indulgence  but 
for  a  lew  moments,  to  submit  eome  few  remarks  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  vote  which  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  upon 
the  bill  now  under  eonsideration.  After  so  much  has  been 
said  upon  this  subject,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  perhaps 
I  may  not  hope,  sir,  to  cast  any  new  light  tfpon  it,  or  to 
place  it  in  any  point  of  view  in  which  it  has  not-  already 
been  considered.  But  when  I  consider  the  pledges  I  am 
under  to  my  constituents,  and  the  very  extraordinary  course 
of  measures  which  has  been  recommended  by  the  admin- 
istration, I  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  wilbout,  at 
least,  making  a  general  expose  of  my  views,  in  oitler  thttt 
my  constituents  and  the  country  may  see  upon  whtch  side 
of  the  <*  fence"  I  stand  in  relation  to  these  great  and  im- 
portant questions. 

Sir,  I  was  one  of  those  who  used  aH  honorable  means  to 
prevent  t^e  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation  to  the  diMingulsh<^d  and  exalted  station  which  be 
now  occupies.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  entertain  any  bitterness 
of  feeKng  towards  the  President ;  nor  did  I  come  here  as  a 
representative  of  the  people  determined  to  oppose  his  ad- 
ministration, right  or  wrong,  or  to  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  its  success.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  my  firm  pur- 
pose- to  divest  myself  of  the  shackles  of  prejudice,  and  sus- 
tain the  odministnttion  in  every  measure  which  I  niiglit 
believe  calculated  to  advance  my  country's  prosperity,  and 
fearlessly  to  condemn  and  resist  whatever  would,  in  mj 
judgment,  tend  to  produce  a  contrary  result.  And  this  is 
still  my  determination. 

Sir,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  con- 
vened under  extraonlinary  circumstances.  We  are  asBem- 
bted  in  obedience  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  to 
take  into  consideration  "great  and  weighty  matters, *• 
which  claim  our  attention.  And  we  find  ourselves- sur- 
rounded by  a  state  of  things,  in  my  humble  opinion,  unpre> 
cedenied  in  the  annali  of  tMs  country.  1  must  beg  leave 
to  differ  most  materially  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  PABMXVTzit]  who  has  just  re- 
cumed  his  seat.  He  tells  us  there  is  no  general  distress  in 
the  Country  ;  that  it  is  confined  to  a  few  individuals,  and 
the  merchants  in  the  large  commercial  cities.  But,  sir,  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  we  have  before  our  eyes  the  mos* 
irtcontestable  evidence  of  the  deepest  pecuniary  distress  and 
embarrassment  In  every  quarter  of  this  Union.  So  far  as 
I  have  heard,  no  section  is  exempt,  save  the  district  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  DmcAif,]  who  de- 
clared on  this  floor,  not  many  days  since,  that  none  had 
been  felt  or  experienced  there.  And,  sir,  I  apprehend  this 
exception  stands  **  solitary  and  alone."  We  find  our  ci^r- 
roncy  roost  awfully  deranged — every  branch  of  industry 
end  enterprise  proetrat^^public  confidence  withdrawn—— 
commerce  and  trade  suspended,  and  universal  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  staring  us  (till  in  the  face.  These  things,  sir,  are 
acknowledged  to  exist,  and  Hre  brought  to  our  view,  and 
their  causes  assigned,  in  the  message  of  the  President. 
Whether  he  has  given  the  true  causes,  I  will  not  here  stop 
to  inquire ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  evil  is  upon  us,  and 
all  eyes  are  turned  upon  Congress  with  the  most  intense 
interest  and  anxiety,  to  see  what  measures  of  relief  will  be 
adopted.  And,  sir,  what  relief  are  we  about  fo  extend  ? 
In  the  very  first  paragraph  of  the  message,  the  most  de- 
ranged and  embarrassed  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Gov. 
ernment  is  brought  to  our  notice ;  snd,  in  the  second,  wre 
are  told  that,  owing  to  the  increased  eml^rrassmenti  in  the 
pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country,  the  public  revenue  would 
be  so  fhr  diminished,  that  the  accruing  receipts  into  tli« 
IVeasury  would  not,  with  the  reserved  five  miHIona,  !>« 
sufl^dent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  until 
fbe  U9ual  period  for  the  meeting  of  Congress.  And,  tAr^ 
although  this  increased  state  of  embarrassment  in  the  |»«. 
cuniary  affairs  of  the  country  is  acknowledged  to  exist,  y  c^c 
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a  system  of  meamirefl  has  Keen  recommended,  and  has  been 
brought  forward  by  the  Commirtee  of  Ways  and  Meana, 
all  having  in  view  but  one  single  object — ^ihc  relief  of  the 
Gorcmment. 

With  this  ?iew,  sir,  it  is  proposed  by  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  to  clothe  the  President  of  the  United  States 
with  authority  to  cause  to  be  issued  ten  millions  of  dollars 
in  Trcaaury  notes,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury  ; 
and  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
United  Slates  are  to  be  solemnly  pledged.  This,  A\en,  sir, 
is  the  "great  and  weighty  maltei*'  which  we  have  been  as- 
se.-nbled  tn  consider !  It  is  a  **  great  and  weighty  matter** 
that  the  Treasury  should  be  replenished,  so  that  the  office- 
hoiders  may  get  their  pay.  But  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment of  the  eomnninity  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  minor  im- 
portance, and  of  but  little  concern ! 

Sir,  it  has  been  urged  by  honorable  'gentlemen  that  this 
is  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  country ;  that  it  will  supply 
the  country  with  a  circulation  and  a  medium  of  exchange ; 
and  I  grant  that  it  might  offer  some  temporary  relief;  but, 
sir,  I  beliere  it  would  tend,  ultimately,  to  aggravate  the 
disrafe.  8o  far  from  l>eing  a  measure  of  permanent  relief 
to  the  people,  I  believe  it  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an  insti- 
tution almost  as  odious  as  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  T  mean, 
sir,  a  Treasury  bank.  Tn  fuct,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
hooorabje  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhistt]  be 
adopted,  a  Treasury  bank  of  issue  and  deposite  is  at  once 
established. 

Sir,  instead  of  showing  any  disposition  io  grant  relief  to 
the  people,  we  are  called  upon  to  increase  their  burdens. 
We  are  about  to  heap  upon  them  another  national  debt, 
(for,  dis^i^  it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothing  less,  and  has  been 
■0  admitted  on  all  sides,)  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  to  relieve  the  Government ; '  while  the  people  are 
told,  substantially,  that  they  need  not  expect  any  relief; 
that  it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  take  care  of  it- 
self; and  that  it  has  no  power  to  intermeddle  with  the  con- 
cerns of  individuals !  The  Government,  after  having  tam- 
pered with  the  currency  until  it  is  rained  and  annihilated — 
after  having  prostrated  every  branch  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise, the  commerce  and  credit  of  the  nation,  by  practising 
wild  and  visionary  experiments — cuts  loose  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  tells  them  it  has  no  power  to  grant  them  relief,  or 
interfere  with  their  concerns !  They  are  to  be  dismissed 
with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  contemp- 
tuously told  that  they  are  to  look  to  their  own  industry  and 
frugality  for  relief,  without  the  aid  of  the  Government !  Sir, 
this  reminds  me  of  the  language  of  Job's  comforters.  We 
read  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a  certain  occasion  Satan  was 
permitted  by  the  Almighty  to  tiy  an  <<  experiment"  upon 
the  firmness  and  integrity  of  «*Joij,  a  perfect  and  an  upright 
man,  one  that  feared  God  and  eschewed  evil ;"  that  when, 
by  rhe  power  of  this  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  man.  Job's  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every  thing 
caleulaied  to  render  him  happy,  had  been  driven  to  the 
foor  winds,  and  he  was  reduced  to  beggary  and  ruin ;  when, 
in  addition  to  this,  '*he  was  smitten  with  sore  boils  from 
the  crown  of  bis  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,*'  and  was 
groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of  human  affliction ; 
when,  ID  short,  by  one  calamity  upon  the  heels  of  another, 
he  had  been  reduced  from  the  highest  state  of  prosperity 
■ad  happiness,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  degradation  and 
misery,  ami  was  wont  to  roll  himself  in  the  ashes  upon  his 
hearth,  there  was  but  one  resource  lefl  upon  earth  to  which 
he  eoold  look  for  consolation  and  solace — and  that  was  his 
wife.  And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  the  bitterness  of 
I  ham  seal,  what  was  her  reply  1  She  told  him  he  had  better 
"cufse  God  and  die  V*  And,  sir,  pretty  much  in  keeping 
with  this  is  the  President's  consolation  to  the  people  in  their 
afiictxoffis. 
Sir,  do  you  imagine  the  people  expected  to  hear  such 
I  this  from  those  to  whose  interests  they  have 


shown  80  much  devotion  T  Did  ihey  expect  their  rulers  to 
mock  at  their  calamities,  which  they  themselves  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  upon  themi  No,  sir;  they  look- 
ed to  those  whom  they  had  placed  in  power  to  devise  some 
means  to  relieve  them  from  their  calamities.  The  procla- 
mation of  the  President  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thousands 
as  a  favorable  omen.  They  hugged  to  their  bosoms  the  de- 
delusive  hope  that  their  rulers  had  seen  the  folly  of  their 
course,  and  were  about  io  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  al- 
though the  President  was  pledged  to  *<  tread  generally  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,"  yet,  I  imagine 
no  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread  specially  in  his  foot- 
steps. And  it  was  hoped  that  if  he  did  tread  in  his  foot- 
steps at  all,  he  would  lake  his  "back  track,*'  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  hunter's  phrase,)  at  least  in  relation  to  the 
currency  and  the  revenue.  But  in  all  this  how  sadly  are 
we  disappointed  f  So  far  from  this,  we  find  him  disposed 
to  plunge  still  deeper  into  new  and  untried  experiments ! 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold  ?  The  whole  country  involved  in 
one  wide- spread  ruin,  and  the  Government  itself  bankrupt ; 
and  we  are  yet  to  have  another  <* experiment!"  Yes,  sir, 
the  State  bank  experiment  has  failed,  and  the  golden  bubble 
has  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  of  ruin  in  their  train ;  and 
now,  sir,  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage, 
we  are  to  have  the  Government  divorced  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system  of  sub* 
treasuries,  or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treasury  bank.  Sir, 
we  find  that  the  ex-President  is  not  content  with  having 
dictated  to  the  people  whom  they  should  choose  to  bo  his 
successor,  but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that  suc- 
cessor. T  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as  the  President 
had  attained  the  summit  of  his  wishes,  he  would  kick  from 
under  him  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  ascended,  and  take 
the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  the  man  of  his  coun- 
sel; but,  sir,  mortlfving  as  it  may  be,  we  find  the  message 
the  exact  fae  simiU  of  certain  letters  not  long  since  ad- 
dressed to  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  and  published  in  that 
print. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  now  undertake  to  discuss  the 
sub-Treasury  system ;  but,  sir,  I  will  say  that,  unfortunate 
as  has  been  the  result  of  former  experiments  upon  the  cur- 
rency, I  am  bound  to  believe  that  this  new  project  must 
prove  much  more  fotal,  if  adopted.  It  is  not  only  calcula- 
ted to  heighten  the  pecuniary  distress  with  which  the  coun- 
try is  now  surrounded,  by  bringing  discredit  and*  ridn  up- 
on all  local  banks,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  them,  or 
indebted  to  them,  but  will  add  tremendously  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  Executive,  which  I  think  is  already  much  too 
great.  My  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickens] 
told  us  a  few  days  since,  in  his  answer  to  this  argument, 
that  he  treated  all  such  charges  with  <<the  most  sovereign 
contempt."  Sir,  let  me  tell  that  honorable  gentleman  that 
it  is  easier  to  dispose  of  some  matters  by  treating  them  with 
contempt  than  in  any  other  way.  In  what,  sir,  does  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  consist  ?  I  answer,  in  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal  from  office,  and  the  disbursement 
of  public  moneys.  The  President  would  have  the  right  to 
appoint  and  remove  every  officer  who  would  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  either  the  collection  or  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  and  consequently  it  would  place  directly  under 
his  control  every  dollar  of  the  public  revenue,  and  thereby 
unite  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  this  great  nation  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  individual.  Sir,  we  have  had  a  little  ex- 
perience upon  this  point,  in  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  with  this 
accumulation  of  power  the  President  might  trample  under 
foot  the  right  of  suffi^ge — the  most  sacred  ever  guarantied 
to  freemen — and  designate  his  successor  with  impunity,. if 
he  chose  to  follow  the  precedent  already  established.  Sir, 
the  liberties  of  this  country  were  too  dearly  bought  to  be 
committed  to  the  keeping  of  any  one  man,  no  matter  haw 
pure  and  unsuspected  he  may  be.     "  Gold  in  corrupting," 
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and  power  is  tempting.  It  can  never  he  done,  ftir,  with  my 
consent.  And,  besides,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  the  public 
moneys  would  be  much  less  secure.  The  public  revenue 
is  to  be  taken  from  the  custody  of  all  banks,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  keeping  of  some  ten  or  eleven  thousand  individ- 
uals, scattered  throughout  the  United  States.  And,  sir, 
although  we  have  recently  heard  much  said  about  the  un- 
available funds  of  the  Government,  I  venture  to  predict  that, 
if  this  new  experiment  be  adopted,  we  have  not  heard  the 
hst  of  it.  We  have  had  an  iten)  of  this  description,  in  the 
annua]  report  of  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  many 
years;  and  I  fear,  sir,  that  under  this  new  organization  of 
that  Department,  it  will  not  require  a  great  while  to  add 
a  much  larger  item  to  the  account,  from  the  failures  and 
defalcations  of  sub-tcefMurers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils  which  now 
afflict  this  country,  I  am  for  coromencinf  the  work  where 
they  originated.  Let  us,  sir,  in  all  due  charity,  instead  of 
charging  the  whole  of  these  misfortunes  to  the  account  of 
the  people,  at  least  charge  one-half  of  them  to  the  mal- 
administration of  the  Government ;  and,  although  it  is  not 
recommended  by  the  President,  let  us  commence  econo- 
m'lzhig  a  little  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  set  a 
praiseworthy  example  before  the  people.  I  have  always 
heard  it  remarked  that  example  was  much  more  forcible 
than  precept.  Let  us,  sir,  instead  of  creating  a  national 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  sys- 
tem of  expenditures  which  h^s  crept  into  the  Government, 
commence  the  business  of  retrenchment  and  reform  which 
was  promised  us  a  few  years  since,  and  adopt  some  meas- 
ure of  general  and  permanent  relief  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not  until 
then,  may  we  hope  to  see  better  times,  and  cease  to  hear, 
the  complaints  that  are  now  continually  saluting  our  ears 
from  the  tens  of  thousands  of  honest,  industrious  citizens 
who  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  and  reduced  to 
beggary  and  ruin  during  this  age  of  experiments. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
calculations  to  show  the  state  of  the  Treasury!  in  order  to 
prove  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  required  to  supply 
a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  as  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure.  It  has  already  been  shown  to  this  House 
conclusively,  to  my  mind  at  least,  that,  by  withholding  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  from  the  States, 
and  suspending  certain  appropriations  for  useless — nay, 
worse  than  useless — public  works,  exploring  expeditions, 
&c.,  and  thereby  reducing  the  expenditures  for  the  pres- 
ent year  some  fif\een  millions  of  dollars,  .there  would  be 
ample  means  in  the  Treasury  tx)  meet  all  demands  against 
it,  without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury 
notes  on  the  credit  of  the  nation,  And,  sir,  if  this  be 
true,  would  it  not  be  an  unpardonable  outrage  to  heap 
upon  the  people  another  national  debt,  right  upon  the 
heels  of  the  one  just  discharged  ?  Sir,  we  have  had  theo- 
retical reform  long  enough ;  I  think  it  is  time  we  should 
bsgin  to  carry  it  into  practice.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  urged  that,  after  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposites  from  the  States,  and  suspending  the  fifteen 
millions  of  appropriations,  there  will  still  he,  in  any  event, 
a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  which  renders  it  indixpen sable 
that  this  bill  should  pass.  And,  sir,  we  arc  told  that  the 
Treasury  is  in  actual  want  of  those  funds  at  this  mompnt, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten  days  without 
them.  I  cannot  perceive,  sir,  how  this  can  be;  but  if  it 
be  true,  I,  for  one,  say,  so  let  it  be.  If  the  Government 
has  actually  brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses,  let  the 
truth  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called  by  their  right 
names.  Sir,  this  bill  is  designed  to  practise  a  fraud  upon 
the  people,  by  borrowing  money  in  such  a  form  that  they 
will  not  understand  it,  and  thereby  shield  the  Government 
from  the  odium  of  bringing  itself  from  a  surplus  of  forty- 


five  millions  to  bankruptcy  in  leas  than  one  year.  If  I 
were  satiiified  that  there  would  really  be  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  which  would  make  it  necessary  to  borrow  money 
to  enable  the  Government  to  perform  its  functions,  I  Bhoul4 
certainly  grant  it ;  but,  sir,  I  would  prefer  that  it  should 
be  asked. for  in  plain  Bnglish  in  that  form.  I  am  opposed 
to  laying  burdens  upon  the  people  in  disguise.  If  they 
are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  understand  it,  and  have  ^n  oppor- 
tunity to  provide  for  it. 

But  I  am  told,  sir,  that  we  do  not  borrow  money  or  cre- 
ate a  debt  by  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  that  we  only  antici- 
pate funds  that  are  now  unavailable.  And,  sir,  ia  it  not 
possible  that  a  large  amount  of  these  unavailable  funds  may 
forever  remain  so  1  Is  not  the  Government  attempting  to 
divorce  itself  from  the  deposite  banks,  and  thereby  to  dia- 
credit  and  destroy  them  I  And,  should  it  so  turn  out,  moat 
unquestionably  it  will  prove  a  debt  to  the  nation.  But,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  this  is  all  a  fiction.  I  concur  most  heartily 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maancfausetta  [Mr. 
Fletcrsr]  in  the  opinion  that  there  is  not  a  dollar  in  the 
deposite  banks,  belonging  to  the  General  Government,  thwt 
cannot  be  made  available  to  the  Treasury  by  another  pro- 
cess, just  as  conveniently  as  by  the  measure  now  under 
consiiVation.  Has  not  the  Treasury^  for  months  past, 
been  making  theae  funds  available,  by  drawing  drafts  upon 
them,  even  when  it  was  certain  that  they  would  be  protest- 
ed by  the  banks?  And  I  would  like  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  a  protested  Treasury  draft  and  a  Treasury 
note  bearing  interest.  The  draft  is  good  against  the  Trea- 
sury, with  interest  and  chargea  of  protest,  and  answers  the 
holder  every  purpose  that  a  note  would.  It  enters  imme- 
diately into  circulation,  and  commands  a  premium  on  ac- 
count of  the  exchange  it  afibrds.  And,  sir,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment has  these  unavailable  funds  in  the  banks,  the 
Treasury  may  make  them  an  inexhaustible  source  from 
which  to  create  funds  by  means  of  drafts.  The  Treasury 
may  draw  upon  the  very  same  fund  five  hundred  times,  and 
the  drafts  may  go  the  rounds,  and  come  back  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  be  paid  out  of  the  aocruing  receipts  into  the 
T.reasury,  and  the  fund  still  remain.  Then,  sir,  where  ia 
the  necessity  of  Treasury  bills  or  notes  ?  I  can  see  none, 
and  am,  therefore,  induced  to  believe  this  measure  is  pro- 
poses! with  no  other  object  than  to  establish  the  precedent, 
and  thereby  make  it  the  prelude  to  the  great  unfinished 
measure  of  the  late  administration — a  TSeasury  bank ;  aa 
institution,  in  my  humble  opinion,  more  dangerous  to  th« 
liberties  of  the  people  than  a  combination  of  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  at  this  time  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  this  great  question.  I  will  only  pray  God 
that  1  may  never  give  my  sanction  to  any  measure  calcu  - 
lated,  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  establish  such  an  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  fully  concur  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhctt]  in  the  opinion  that 
the  people  expect,  and  have  a  right  to  demand  at  our  handa^ 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  will  supply  the  coun- 
try with  a  national  currency,  which  will  answer  as  a  me- 
dium of  exchange  between  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union  ;.bot  I  am  unwilling  that  these  exchequer  bills  ahall 
constitute  thia  national  currency.     I  believe,  sir,  that  it  is 
as  much  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  foster  and  encour- 
age commerce  as  agriculture,  or  any  other  branch  of  indua> 
try :  the  prosperity  of  the  one  depends  upon  that  of  the 
other ;  and,  sir,  when  we  view  society  in  all  its  ramifica- 
tions, we  find  the  interests  of  all  classes  so  intimately  con- 
nected, that  whatever  affectaone  must  inevitably  afiect  all. 
The  farmer,  the  planter,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  nie— 
chanic,  arc  as  much  dependent  upon  the  merchant  aa  th^ 
merchant  is  upon  them.    And,  although  the  merchantai 
have  been   denounced   with   the  bitterest  epithets^    e^d 
charged  with  being  the  authors  of  all  the  evils  the(  row 
afflict  the  country— a  most  base  and  disgri^fvil  ^tt^mpt  ^^ 
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array  one  elaas  of  the  comDHmity  againit  anMher-^tbere  la 
not  one  aenteDoe  of  truth  in  U.  Sir,  if  you  deatroy  the 
merehukiMf  what  will  become  of  all  the  aurplue  produce  of 
ibe  country  t  Every  cent'a  worth  over  and  ad^ve  what 
every  man  can  conaume  in  hb  own  family  would  prove  a 
dead  loca  to  him,  and  conaequently  every  apcing  to  indue- 
try  and  enterpriae  would  be  cut  (A  and  deatroyed.  And, 
air,  under  each  a  atate  of  thinga,  we  muat  inevitably  re- 
Upee  back,  in  a  abort  time,  to  the  moat  perfect  savage  bar- 
barity. Indeed,  air,  I  look  upon  ooiBinerce  as  the  main 
aoQice  and  ioontain  from  which  all  our  proaperity  and 
greatneaa  flow.  Where,  air,  ia  an  inatanoe  of  a  nation'a 
attaining  to  any  diatinction  or  greatneaa,  where  commerce 
has  not  been  encouraged  1  If  there  ia  one,  it  hat  eacaped 
mj  obaern^on.  Why,  then,  ahould  we  nat  afford  the 
facilitiea  neoeaaary  to  anatain  thia  enterprising  claaa  of  our 
dtiaeiut  It  ia  a  fact,  univeraally  conceded  by  all  who 
kfiow  any  thing  of  commercial  qperationa,  (hat  the  raer- 
chaota  do  not  bear  the  loea  auatained  for  want  of  tlieae 
fidtitiea,  and  that  it  ultimately  falls  upon  the  laboring 
clusea.  It  cannot  be  expected  by  any  reaponable  man 
thai  the  merchanta  can  boy  and  sell  goods  for  nothing. 
They  are  compelled  to  make  a  moderate  profit,  and,  con* 
sequently,  all  expenses  incurred  by  them  for  want  of  proper 
commercial  fecilitiea,  they  must  of  neceaaity  charge  upon 

^  the  goods,  and  ultimately  the  consumer  paya  it.  So  we 
disoorer  that  it  is  the  laboring  elassea,  **  the  democracy  of 
numbers,"  ao  much  talked  of  in  thia  House,  whose  mter- 
est  demands  a  aouud  and  uniform  currency  throughout  the 
United  Statea. 

The  power  of  CoDgreaa  to  aupply  the  country  with  some 
sort  of  national  currency  that  is  uniform  throughout  the 
Union,  in  order  to  assist  the  domestic  exchangee  of  they 
country,  I  believe  baa  been  admitted,  and  even  inaiated 
upon,  by  every  administration,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government  down  to  the  last  The  first  charge  which 
General  Jackson  ever  preferred  against  the  United  Statea 
Bank  was,  that  it  had  failed  to  fulfil  the  expectationa  of 
the  people  and  the  object  of  its  creation,  viz :  to  furnish  the 
coaniry  with  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  ;  but  in  thia 
i  think -he  was  mistaken.  The  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
however,  **  with  the  lights  now  before  him,"  has  determin- 

,  ^  that  Congress  has  no  such  power.  But,  sir,  I  think  he 
most  have  read  through  magic  spectacles,  and  will  have  to 
read  agado.  He  surely  will  not  be  sustaineil  by  the  repre- 
aentativea  of -the  people  in  a  position  so  unprecedented  and 
absurd.  Admitting,  then,  as  it  surely  must  be,  that  Con- 
gress not  only  has  the  power,  but  that  it  ia  our  indispensa- 
bie  duty,  to  aupply  the  country  with  a  national  currency 
and  medium  of  exchange,  the  queaiion  naturally  ariaea, 
how  ia  thia  to  be  accomplished  ?  Did  any  man  ever  aeri- 
ooaiy  believe  that  the  commerce  and  trade  of  thia  great 
naiion  oonid  be  carried  on  by  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency t  I  answer,  no ;  this  question  is  too  clear  to  admit 
of  controversy.  In  the  next  place,  sir,  are  the  State  banks 
able  to  furnish  auch  a  currency  1  Of  this  I  shall  leave 
every  man  to  be  his  own  judge ;  but,  judging  for  myself, 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  past  experience,  I  should  say  it  is 
most  dear  and  manifest  they  cannot.  Then,  sir,  the  great 
and  important  queation  cornea  up :  What  will  accomplish 
this  end  1  By  one  aet  of  politiciana,  air,  a  national  bank  ia 
said  to  be  tho  only  institution  capable  of  supplying  this 
currency,  and  past  experience  is  quoted  aa  incontestable 
evidence  in  support  of  this  position ;  while,  un  the  other 
hand,  it  ia  most  vehemently  denounced  aa  both  unconati- 
tntiooal  and  dangerous  to  liberty.  These,  sir,  are  grave  and 
I  weighty  objections,   if  well  founded;  and,  if  any  other 

ncaos  can  be  devised  to  accomplish  this  end,  which  will 
be  free  from  constitutional  oljections  and  less  dangerous  to 
liberty,  I  will  most  gladly  embrace  it.  Ajad,  sir,  I  concur 
with  the  honorable  genileman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
B9STT,]  that,  nnlesa  tb«  country  be  supplied  with  such  a 


currency  by  other  means,  it  will  not  take  the  people  long 
to  remove  all  constitutional  scruples  out  of  the  woy  of  a 
national  bank.  As  for  myself,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that 
either  of  the  objections  to  a  national  bank  is  well  founded. 
I  hav«  never  doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  charter 
auch  an  institution.  But,  if  I  had,  I  should  consider  my- 
aelf  a  most  egregious  bigot  were  I  to  set  up  my  judgment 
against  all  the  precedenta  on  this  point.  Indeed,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve this  is  a  question  that  cannot  now  be  raiaed  with  any 
propriety.  It  has  been  twice  determined,  after  the  most 
deliberate  investigation  by  every  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  And  I  am 
one  of  thoae,  sir,  who  believe  that  the  constitution  is  ai 
ausceptible  of  being  reduced  to  fixed  and  settled  principles 
as  any  other  law  of  the  land.  If  it  is  forever  to  remain  an 
unaettled  text,  and  is  to  be  one  thinpr  to-day,  another  to- 
morrow, and  another  again  the  next  day,  just  to  suit  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  the  powers  that  be,  I  think  we  had 
better  surrender  the  inatrument.  We  had  better  have  no 
constitution,  than  to  have  it  the  mere  creature  of  those  in 
power,  to  administer  as  they  may  choose  to  understand  it. 
And  aa  to  the  other  objection,  I  think  it  is  equally  futile. 
Suppose  we  admit  that  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  l>een  guilty  of  the  greateat  crime  with  which  it  waa 
charged— -that  of  intermeddling  in  elections,  and  using  its 
meana  to  acquire  political  power.  Sir,  does  that  furnish 
any  argument  why  another  should  not  be  chartered,  with 
auch  guards  and  reatriotiona  thrown  around  it  as  to  prevent 
a  recumenoe  of  those  evils  1  Most  certainly  not.  We 
might  with  as  much  propriety  say  that,  because  the  late 
Preaident  of  the  United  States  interfered  in  the  election  of 
hia  aucoeaaor,  and  brought  the  power  and  patronage  of  hta 
office  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  we  ought 
therefore  to  aboliah  the  Executive  Department  of  this 
Government.  Such  an  argument  is  absurd  and  prepos- 
terous. 

And,  sir,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my 
firm  belief  that  a  national  bank,  baaed  upon  correct  princi- 
ples, ia  the  only  inatitution  capable  of  giving  the  country 
auch  a  currency  aa  is  essential  to  its  prosperity.  And  I  am 
auatained  in  this  opinion  by  this  remarkable  fact,  that,  dur- 
ing the  apace  of  about  forty  years,  while  such  an  institution 
waa  in  operation  in  thia  country,  there  was  never,  at  any 
time,  a  material  derangement  in  the  currency,  or()ecuniary 
distress ;  and  that,  during  the  two  abort  periods,  comprising 
only  about  eight  years,  in  which  the  Government  attempt- 
ed to  do  without  one,  we  had  an  entire  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  all  the  local  banks,  and  the  deepest  distress 
and  embarrassment  in  the  pecuniary  afifairs  of  the  country; 
And,  air,  although  we  have  recently  had  it  from  high  au- 
thority, and  from  different  aourcea  too,  that  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  United  6tatea  are  opposed  to  such 
an  inatitution,  with  due  deference,  air,  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  dissent  from  that  opinion.  Upon  the  score  of 
•xpediency,  I  am  bound  to  believe  there  ia  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  in  ita  favor.  And,  aooner  or  later,  humiliating 
aa  it  may  lie,  the  Government  must  return  to  it ;  and  I  hope 
the  day  ia  not  far  distant. 

The  community,  air,  and  especially  the  commercial  com- 
munity, who  have  been  atruggling  against  winds  and  tides, 
and  Government  experiments,  to  sustain  their  credit  and 
reputation,  have  home  their  miafortunea  with  much  long- 
auffiering  end  forbearance.  But,  sir,  the  time  may  come 
when  forbearance  will  cease  to  be  a  virtue. 

I  am  fully  aware,  however,  that  a  national  bank  cannot 
now  be  eatablished.  We  have  had  incontestable  evidence 
of  that  fact  thia  morning.*  And,  air,  even  if  there  were  a 
probability  of  iu  success,  situated  aa  I  am,  I  would  not 
presume  to  make  the  proposition,  it  is  due  to  those  who 
have  more  experience  to  take  the  lead  in  a  measure  of  so 

*  Resolution  adopted  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  charter  a  oatiooal 
bank. 
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much  importanee.  But,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  act  my  part» 
whenever  the  subject  may  be  presented.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  Speuker,  I  will  only  say  that,  for  myself^  I  am  perfect* 
ly  satiated  with  new  and  ualricd  experiments,  and  I  hope 
and  believe  the  country  is  so. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  last  night  that  the  debate  on 
thi.4  bill  was  closed ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  had  taken  a 
fret«h  start  that  morning.  He  himaelf  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech^  but  briefly  to  throw  out  a  &w  suggestions  in  re- 
ply to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  gentlemen 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  business  of  the  House  had  been  hrought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  this  bill  ought  to  have  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  time  to  thedepoaite  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants*  bonds,  should 
have  been  first  disposed  of,  before  the  final  action  was  bad 
upon  the  present  bill.  Now,  there  were  two  reasons  why 
that  .was  not  the  proper  course. 

The  first  waa,  that,  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  oonrsei 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  genliemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  brought 
forward ;  and  hence  it  was  but  fair  and  reasonable  that  the 
friends  of  those  measures  should  be  allowed  to  select  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  ought  to  act,  in 
regard  to  this  matter^  precisely  as  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstances.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thousand 
dollars,  and  was  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  caUed  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  bis  creditor;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  sources-must  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in* 
dulge  him  (Mr.  H.)  his  debtor  ?  That  was  pnecisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  were 
Ghi  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  the  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  proposed  in  the  Other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  take  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  ftir  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  advanced  that  morning 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
FuTCHER.]  That  gentleman  insiated  that  this  hill  was 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  his  reasons.  He  said  they 
should  sell  the  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wauted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  was  the  most  reasonabto: 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  mairket  and  force  a  sale 
of  that  claim,  and  the  paper  she  holds  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  1 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  drcumatances, 
either  to  on  individual  «r  to  the  Government  ?  Certainly 
not.     It  is  better,  therefore,  that  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  was  a  large  amount  in  the  deposite  banks, 
said  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be- 
fore, but  did  BQt  every. gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposite  banks  could  not  be  commanded  at 
that  time  ?  Nay,  more :  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo- 
aitioo  1  It  was  that  they  might  issue  Treasury  drafts. upon 
the  banks,  and  sofifer  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  the  community,  as  now,  instead  of  notes.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  hwke,  kQOwing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  tl)e  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  those  drafts  now  circulating  and  the  Treaa- 
ury  notes  they  proposed  to  issue  1  Where  was  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


would  not  be  paid,  but  wo«U  be  protested  and  allowed  lo 
circulate  through  the  community  upon  the  credit  of  the 
Government,  and  a  Treaaury  note,  which  was  to  eircolale 
exclusively  upon  the  credit  of  the  Goretnment,  and  with 
the  belief  that  the  amount  it  repreaenta  will  be  paid  the 
moment  the  banks  are  in  a  condition  to  pay  1  Now,  if  any 
gentleman  was  so  astute  as  to  be  ablo  to  point  out  any  dif- 
ference— ^not  the  metaphysical,  bat  the  practical,  differ- 
eooe-*he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it.  Both  were  oertainly 
circulated  on  the  credit  of  the  Gkyvemment. 

But  it  eeemed  that  these  notes,  in  the  opinion  of  some 
gentloffien,  wore  aneonstitatiQaal ;  and  then,  from  all  quar* 
ters,  they  were  told  k  was  a  loan— «  loan  in  disguise. 
Well,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  constitution  expi«a<}y 
authorize  the  Government  to  borrow  money  for  its  needful 
wanu  ?  If  it  be  a  loan,  as  they  admit  it  to  be,  and  so  Mr. 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  but  not  in  the  ordinary  sense 
in  which  a  loan  was  uoderstood— 4>tit  if  it  were,  the  con- 
stitution authorised  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  the 
necessities  of  the  country  required  them  to  do  it.  ^  How 
was  it  a  loan  ?  Why,  it  was  just  such  -a  loan  as  he  would 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  he  was  indebted,  and  who 
called  upon  him  for  a  setUcmetit,  tmd  he  coald  not  pay 
him,  but  gave  him  his  note  promising  to  pay  h4m  in  a  year. 
In  that  sense,  hot  in  no  other,  was  it  a  loan ;  but  no  one 
would  BO  understand  it.  It  was  precisely  that  kind  of 
transaction  too.  Those  who  had  claims  upon  the  Govern- 
ment called  for  their  money  ;  the  Govern ment  had  not  got 
it,  becauae  the  merehanto  and  the  banks  could  not  pay  her» 
and  what  does  she  do  1  Why,  give  her  notes,  and  say 
she  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  This  is  a  plain  every 
day  transaction  between  individuals. 

Again,  it  was  said  this  biH  woold  be  a  bufden  upon  the 
people.  How  a  bunlen  upon  the  people!  He  heard  that 
complaint  rung  throughout  the  House,  and  he  asked,  how 
was  it  a  burden  upon  the  people  1  Did  it  propose  any 
ncMT  tax  upon  them  1  Did  it  propose  any  levying  of  firesh 
burdens  1  Did  it  take  any  money  out  of  th^ir  pocket  1  If 
they  reganled  the  bill  passed  to  withhold  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  depositee  with  the  States  as  furnishing  the  means 
to  redeem  these  notes,  in  that  way  it  was  a  burden.  But 
nobody  pretended  that  these  notes  were  to  be  so  redeemed, 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  except  when  the  deposite  banka 
and  the  merchants  paid  up  their  debts.  , 

Gmtlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  about  the  people  not 
understanding  this.  Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  respect  for  the 
intelligence  of  the  people.  They  wouM  nnckratand  it; 
they  did  understand  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  took  the  floor,  and  commenced  an 
argument  against  the  hill,  but  his  remarks  were  cut  olT  by 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  (half  past  2)  for  the  House  to  take 
its  daily  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

EvKKJiro  Ssaaiox. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  **bill 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,*'  being  the  sub- 
stitute reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  resumed  his  remark^.  He  endeavored 
to  prove  that  the  most  injurious  eflects  had  resulted  from 
the  late  measnre  of  the  Secretary  of  the  l*reasury  in  allow- 
ing a  large  amount  of  deposites  to  remain  in  several  isola- 
ted banks,  while  he  withdrew  nearly  the  whole  sums  de- 
posited with  the  banks  on  -the  seaboard.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion that  much  of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  commer- 
cial cities  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  measure.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  prospects  of  the  country  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  contended,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  and 
the  statements  given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  were 
dravm,  the  amoont  of  drffereoce  between  the  expenditure 
and  receipts  woold  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.     He  would  tell  them  fVankly,  that  when  he 
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came  hen  hia  impresBion  wm,  that  the  only  practicable 
relief  waa  the  creatUMi  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which 
our  account  with  Europe  coold  be  i^ieedily  closed,  or  to 
itBQe  ancfa  kinds  of  Treasury  notes  as  woald  be  useful  to 
the  people ;  and  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment  of  the  deposites  would  be  the  means  of  distrib- 
uting these  notes  to  the  country.  But  that  measure  had 
failed,  and  with  it  a  ^eat  portion  of  the  ground  for  iasuinf 
these  notes. 

It  was  his  opinion  that  speine  payments  would  not  be 
nsamed  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  liefore  the 
Hoose  were  adopted ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
that,  In  bis  opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
over.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  present  state  of 
things,  must  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
the  distress  to  over-trading ;  but,  although  he  would  admit 
that  might  have  had  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
which  they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruc- 
tion to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
the  currency  to  its  former  state,  and  the  banks  to  that  con- 
fidence they  enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  p^y- 
mentF.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make  the  notes 
of  thd  banks  receivable  for  public  dues ;  and,  when  they 
had  done  that,  thry  would  have  done  all  that  was  expect- 
ed from  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
osivaUei,  coD&dence  would  he  restored,  and  nothing  more 
wooki  be  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  iu 
present  amount ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
be  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  tbem  without, 
ratber  than  with  interest. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  lew  remarks  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Pbiilips,] 
upon  the  point  which  had  been  very  zealously  pressed  up- 
on the  House  by  him.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
which  the  Treasury  wanted,  l^  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
notes.  As  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under- 
standing was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
freely  admitted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
much  more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
sremed  to  him  that  this  plan  of  selling  the  bonds  of  the 
bank  was  urged  open  the  House  with  great  pertinacity. 
During  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, it  was  the  policy  of  the  opponenU  of  thst  meas- 
are  to  show  that  the  Treasury  had  ample  resources  at  com- 
mand, and  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  Into  cash  was  di- 
rectly ID  the  track  of  the  argument.  But  that  matter  had 
been  decided,  and  the  question  now  was  merely  whether 
the  Ck>vernroent  should  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
bank,  in  order  to  raise  funds. 

If  the  proposition  to  sell  had  been  brought  forward  by 
the  adversaries  of  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
Chat  it  would  be  wise  to  part  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
th^  might  bring,  because  the  bank  had  not  paid  the  first 
bond  at  maturity,  it  would  have  been  an  argument  that  he 
could  understand.  Mr.  H.  said  he  begged  to  inquire 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
whether  the  first  bond,  which  was  doe  on  the  Brst  of  Oc- 
tober, had  been  paid? 

[Mr.  Caxbxxlbvo  replied,  that  no  notice  ofitspay- 
RMOt  had  been  received,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tre»ury  bad  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
bank  about  it.] 

Mr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  bank 
intended  to  set  off  certain  Treasirry  warrants  or  drafts 
whidibsd  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
to  some  State  under  the  deposite  act,  into  the  correctness 
of  which  step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  would  lead 
him  out  of  bis  way. 

The  leoeon  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  was  to  show,  that 
if  the  bank  thought  itself  entitled  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
in  this  way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


•aD&e  set^ofTv  because  the  assignee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  sell  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  hy  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  harsh 
measure,  depriVe  the  bank  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  else — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  had  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  bank  1  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  ]  When  we  had  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  the  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  why 
should  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  bad  not  the  slightest  wish  to  impair  that 
credit.  But  it  was  not  equal  to<  that  of  the  Governmenl* 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this? 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppose  the  bonds  put  up  for  sale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  ft>r- 
bade  the  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
be  required.  Where  would  six  miUons  of  dollars  in  specie 
eome  from  ?  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  tu  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
.to  hasten.  Would  the  boards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  these  bonds  1  Perhaps  they  might,  but  they 
might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  enticed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  secuiilies.  Even  if  the  bonds 
should  be  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  was  one  great  object  of  the  present 
bill.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  circulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
on  the  contrary,  just  lefl  things  an  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity. But  it  had  been  said  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  specie  brought  here. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pass  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  singular  situation  in  which 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Gen.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  hy  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  sam4 
thing,  except  aa  to  amount.  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  six.  Pie  was  actually  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  such  an  importation?  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  American  bilU  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship« 
ping  8{iecie  from  the  United  States.  It  had  now  regained 
its  usual  amount,  and  the  price  of  exchange  was  g-^adually 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  tho 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  also  said  that  lheS<tcreta^  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  exchange.  True,  this  could  be  done; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  wi».h  tho  gentleman  in  any 
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measure  which  could  restore  the  par  of  exdiange,  and  at 
the  same  time  relieve  our  people  from  their  domestic  diffi* 
cullies.  But  when  the  bills  were  sold,  the  same  question 
arose  as  about  the  bonds.  In  what  was  payment  to  bo  re- 
ceived ?  It  must  of  course  be  in  specie,  and  nothing  would 
be  added  to  the  currency  as  a  means  of  making  remittances 
from  one  State  to  another.  This  was  the  great  advantage 
which  the  present  hilt  possessed  over  the  amendment,  and 
ho  should  therefore  adhere  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  contended  that  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion was  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  and 
well  calculated  to  afford  relief  to  the  Government  and  the 
people ;  and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from 
the  depositfl  banks  while  they  owe  the  Government,  it  will 
force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and  add  to  the  distress 
of  the  community.  The  country  stood  in  the  relation  of 
creditor  ta  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  its 
duty  to  deal  with  them  in  such  manner  as  to  afford  the 
greatest  relief  to  them.  In  relation  to  sending  bonds 
abroad,  he  must  say  that  he  felt  a  great  repugnance  to 
sending  them  into  a  foreign  market,  to  raise  money  upon 
them  U>  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government ;  be- 
sit^,  if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  our  foreign  debt,  which  now  presses  so  heavily 
upon  us.  He  supported  tho  bill  at  some  length,  and 
answered  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
qetts  in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  had  some  remarks  to  make  upon  the 
bill,  but  he  would  decline  doing  so,  if  gentlemen  wore  dis- 
posed now  to  take  the  question  on  the  amendments ;  he 
would  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  question  being  taken. 
After  that,  however,  he  desired  to  have  tho  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  would 
then  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  fur  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to  al- 
low the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  on 
tho  engrussmeni  of  the  bill ;  and  then  he  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole  merits  of  the  bill  on  its 
third  reading. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  WISE,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rhett,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  aOer 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

■*That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lie  authorized  to 
sell  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  bonds 
or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  tho 
United  States,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
to  apply  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  the  Treasury :  Provided, 
however.  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dences of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  less  sum  than  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt  exclusive  of 
interest." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  this  amendment;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
gentleman  from  Koutncky,  which  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  accept  as  a  modification,  which  was  a  provi«ion  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  draw  drafts  on  the 
deposite  banks^  fur  the  balances  due  the  Government,  in 
favor  of  public  creditors  ;  directing  the  Secretary  also  to  re- 
ceive such  dr»fU  in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  Government. 
He  explained  his  object  to  be  to  prevent  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  except  in  cases  of  very  great  emergency.  He 
thought  this  to  be  the  proper  course  of  proceeding,  and 
took  it  to  be  extraordinary  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  shoukl  not  have  brought  forward 


a  proposition  of  this  kind,  when,  on  a  late  ooea«oo,  at  the 
time  a  war  with  France  was  expected,  that  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  a  proposition  to  adl  the  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  however,  the  gentleman  had 
left  this  proposition  to  be  brought  forward  by  a  friend  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Ho  went  into  an  argu- 
ment of  some  length  in  support  of  the  proposition^e  had 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  accepted  of  the  gentleman's 
amendment  as  a  modification. 

.  Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Patton]  had  referred  to  a  period  some  years  since, 
when  the  country  was  upon  the  eve,  or  supposed  by  some 
of  us  to  be  on  the  eve,  of  a  French  war,  when  an  amount 
of  money  was  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  money  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  at  that 
time  (the  same  being  actually  due,  and  not  then  converted 
into  bonds)  supposed  might  be  applied  to  the  public  emer- 
gency. 

The  gfntleman  had  expressed  great  surprise  that  a 
friend  of  that  bank  should  make  this  proposition  now,  and 
that  Mr.  C.  and  others,  who  were  eo  much  opposed  to  the 
^  bank,  should  oppose  it.  Now  he  had  attributed  to  that 
gentleman  a  Httle  more  sagacity.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  any  gentleman  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would  wish  to  adopt  a  proposition  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  compel  them  to  alter  the  title  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  make  it  read,  <*  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

What  was  the  proposition  but  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the 
bank,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  United  States  upon 
their  back ;  thereby  making  them,  in  effect,  the  bonds  of 
the  United  States  1  And  that  the  gentleman  called  '<  a 
divorce  and  separation  of  this  Government  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates !''  They  were  to  endorae  the  bonds 
of  that  bank,  and  then  go  into  the  market  as  merchants 
and  sell  them,  with  the  endoraemefit  of  the  United  States 
upon  them.  We  might  with  equal  propriety  dispose  of 
the  merchants'  bonds  in  the  same  manner. 

What,  then,  would  be  the  next  operation  1  Why,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  i^ould  itaelf  indirectly  buy 
them.  Where  were  six  mil /Ions  of  dollars  to  be  raised  ? 
Was  there  any  capitalists  in  tiiis  country,  or  any  associa- 
tion of  capitalists,  or  any  inslitu^ion,  except  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  that  could,  tit  the  present  crisis,  pur- 
chase this  stock  ?  There  was  not.  The  bank  would  have 
no  competitor,  and  would  itself  purchase  her  bonds,  not 
directly,  but  by  an  agent,  who  would  pay  for  theoi 
by  drafts  on  some  banker  in  London,  aided,  perhaps,  by 
the  Bank  of  England.  They  would  be  transmitted  to 
London,  And  the  bank  would  realize  an  immense  profit  by 
tlie  operation.  Mr.  C.  had  no  doubt  that  every  friend  of 
the  bank  upon  that  floor  would  vote  for  the  proposition, 
since  it  would  put  at  least  $100,060  (more,  probably  half 
a  million)  into  the  pockets  of  the  stockholders  of  that  in- 
stitution. But  how  is  it  proposed  to  realise  this  amount  1 
When  is  it  to  be  paid — where,  and  in  what  descriptlon^of 
money  1  In  the  mean  time,  where  were  the  Governmeiit 
debtors  to  procure  money  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment? Or  where  was  the  Government  itself  to  get  the 
meaiks  of  paying  its  current  expenses  in  every  quarter  of 
tho  Union  ?  Was  any  body  to  be  benefited  by  such  an 
operation  1     Nobody,  but  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 

Mr.  C.  said  there  were  two  extremes  to  this  proposition 
for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  means.  Before  he  would 
consent  to  put  forth  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Government  upon  them, 
and  then  send  them  through  the  agency  of  the  bank  itself 
to  England  for  disposal,  he  would  infinitely  prefer  at  ooco 
an  issue  of  Government  stock.  It  would  be  degrading  to 
this  country  to  issue  its  credit  in  the  form  of  an  endorae- 
ment.     Theii  credit  was  amply  suificient  without  any  con- 
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nexion  with  that  of  the  Baiik  of  the  United  State*.  The 
propoottion  for  stock  was  the  extreme  on  one  side.  It 
wonM  suit  Tery  well  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr,  Flxtcub.]  It  would  suit  very  well  the  great  capi- 
talasu  of  this  country  who  wanted  to  make  inTestments. 
To  them  it  would  give  relief,  very  great  relief,  and  profit 
too ;  but  let  him  tell  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
that  the  merchants  who  owe  their  bonds  to  the  custom- 
house, and  others  who  have  debts  due  them  from  other 
States,  would  not  thank  the  gentleman.  Neither  would 
merchants  in  the  We^t  and  Southwest,  and  in  the  interior, 
thank  the  gentleman  for  substituting  a  stock  in  place  of 
supplying  them  with  a  medium  of  remittance  to  their  cre- 
ditors in  the  Atlantic  cities.  An  issue  of  stock  was  one 
extreme  of.the  proposition. 

The  other  extreme  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
(nun  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhxtt,]  to  issue  Treasury 
notes  withont  interest.  Mr.  C.  spoke  not  then  of  the 
cbsFseter  of  notes  of  that  description  ;  but  in  efiect  it  was 
best  Sat  our  internal  circulation.  We  had,  however,  bills 
befofe  us»  which  would  undoubtedly  pass,  postponing  al- 
most all  our  Treasury  receipts  till  the  next  year*  There 
was  daagrr,  therefore,  that  such  notes  would  become  de- 
preciated. As  Mr.  C.  said,  when  up 'before,  he  did  not 
wish  ilus  GoTernment  to  issue  Treasury  notes  of  any  de- 
acription,  in  any  form  whatsoever,  liable  to  depreciation. 
There  was  already  an  outcry  throughout  the  country 
against  depreciated  paper.  We  had  too  much  of  it  now ; 
and  the  evil  would  be  augmented,  if  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  become  depreciated.  He  was  anxious  to 
guard  against  that  event.  For  this  reason,  among  others, 
he  had  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  better, 
taking  aU  interests  into  consideration,  to  adopt  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  bearing  a  moderate  rate  of  interest. 

The  beneficial  efiect  of  these  notes  would  be  felt  from 
one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  oCher.  Take  the  southwest- 
em  eountry  alone.  They  would  be  paid  out  for  the  ex-> 
peittca  of  the  Florida  war,  and  for  other  expenditures  in 
the  interior.  This  would  enable  the  merchant^  through 
Cbeai^  to  liquidate  theif  dek)ts  in  the  Atlantic  cities.  When, 
in  the  fimn  of  remittances,,  they  reached  these  points,  they 
woold  be  paid  into  the  custom-houses,  or  remitted  abroad. 
The  amount  isaued  in  the  northeast,  either  for  expenditures 
or  to  raise  means  for  the  Treasury,  would  also  be  in  part 
pnirhsiied  lor  remittances  abroad.  But  the  two  gentlemen 
litoffl  Maasachusetts,  [Messrs  Flstqhsb  and  Phi&ups,]  or 
at  least  one  of  them,  teH  us  that  they  will  not  be  sent  abroad ; 
and  why  1  Because  the  certificates  were  not  in  duplicate! 
Why,  air,  are  certificates  of  bank  and  State  stocks,  of  which 
miUuma  are  remitted  to  Europe,  issued  in  duplicate  1  But 
these  Treasury  notes  were  payable  in  twelve  months,  and 
■eoold  not  therefore  be  negotiated.  Sir,  what  have  we  seen 
within  a  few  montha  pasti  Have  we  not  seen  the  twelve 
nootha'  bonds  of  the  United  States  Bank  remitted  to  Lon- 
don and  sold  there  1  Nay,  have  we  not  even  seen  the 
bonds  €d  the  Morr^  Canal  Company — an  institution,  by 
the  wsy,  not  of  the  most  unquestionable  credit — have  we 
not  seen  even  the  bonds  of  that  company  remitted  and  sold 
abroadl  Yet,  air,  gentlemen  tell  us  that  five  per  centTreas- 
ojy  flotasyiasued  by  the  Government  ofthe  United  States, can- 
not be  remitted  to  discbarge  any  portion  of  our  foreign  debt! 

In  eondunon,  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
a^opt  such  a  measure  as  would  go  to  maintaUi  the  credit 
of  this  Government,  by  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
aoles  with  interest.  The  sale  of  the  Bonds  might  be  very 
prafitabfe  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  issue  ef 
a  Mock  night  be  advantageous  to  our  banks  and  capitalists. 
The  Treaaury  notes  without  interest  would  relieve  our  in- 
leizial  trade  from  much  embarrassment;  but  Tj-easury  notes 
with  intaieat  would  essentially  afford  relief  to  every  part  of 
^  Union,  and  aid  in  eqaali»ng  our  internal  and  external 
exchanges. 

Vol.  XIV.— 80 


Mr.  THOMAS  thought  it  extrsordinary  that  gentlemen 
should  bring  forward  proposition  after  proposition  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  drafts  on  the 
banks,  which  would  be  bought  up  and  thrown  back  on  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  immediately.  It  was  well  known 
that  we  must  borrow  money  in  some  wsy  or  other,  and 
this  being  the  case,  he  took  it  that  the  better  plan  would 
be  to  have  as  many  bidders  as  possible.  The  bank  bonds 
could  not  be  bought  by  any  but  large  ctipitaUsta,  while  the 
Treasury  notes  could  be  taken  up  by  every  merchant ;  so 
that  the  simple  question  was,  whether  we  should  put  those 
bonds  in  the  market,  which  would  command  but  few  bid- 
ders, or  whether  we  should  put  in  the  market  the  notes 
which  every  merchsnt  in  the  country  could  take.  He 
thought  it  perfectly  plain  that  the  notes  would  answer  the 
best  purpose. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  t  will  not  detain  the  House  with  apologies 
for  doing  that  which  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  tbb 
House,  as  well  as  his  privilege — I  mean,  to  express  his 
opinions  to  the  House  and  to  his  constituenta. .  I  would 
not,  however,  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
were  it  not  for  what  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Cambrblero,]  had  said  in  regard  to  those  who  might 
vota  for  this  amendment.  He  said,  sir,  if't  understood 
him,  that  any  man  who  might  vote  for  it,  at  the  same 
time  being  a  hearty  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  wanting  in  sagacity.  Sir,  I  mean  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  also 
for  the  addition  to  that  amendment  oflered  by  my  colleague; 
and  I  thought  I  had  sagacity  enough  to  know  that  it  will 
have  no  tendency  to  recharter  that  bank.  If  it  has  any 
such  tendency,  I  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  how,  and 
will  go  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
not  shown  how.  He  has  shown  that  if  any  profit  can  be 
made,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  will 
make  it.  This  I  knew.  If  there  be  any  profit  to  be  made 
of  consequence,  that  bank,  or  some  bank,  or  some  capital- 
ist, or  some  association  of  capitalists,  will  make  it.  But 
that  is  not  a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Sir,  I  am  against  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  heart  outward.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would  have 
the  constitution  altered  to  allow  one.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who,  while  they  are  against  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  will  ransack  new  and  old — ^heaven  and  earth — to 
find  reasons  to  show  we  cannot  do  without  one.  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  on  the  ground  of  unconstitutionality,  for  rea- 
sons often  urged,  fiuniliar,  and  not  necessary  to  be  repeated 
here.  I  am  against  it,  because  I  am  against  privileged  or- 
ders in  this  country.  I  am  not  willing  to  give  any  heart- 
less  corporation  the  right  and  the  power  to  raise  the  price 
of  property  to  what  it  pleases,  and  depress  it  to  what  it 
pleases,  without  the  consent,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the 
owner.  This  corporation,  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States, 
certainly  had  this  power,  and  as  certainly  exercised  it,  by 
expanding  or  contracting  its  issues.  Issue  a  great  dea^ 
property  sells  high;  contract  a  great  deal,  property  sells  for 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing.  Sir,  I  listened  with  the  at- 
tention due  to  talent  and  character  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ssbgeant,]  as  I  had  opportunity  for 
several  days.  I  did  so,  with  that  pleasure  that  a  display 
of  \alent  always  gives  me.  He  spok  with  great  earnestness 
of  the  condition  of  his  constituents,  who,  it  seem.%  are 
mostly  meichanta,  and  it  nwde  me  feel  more  sensibly  for 
my  own. 

He  spoke  of  their  enterprise  and  perseverance,  skill  and 
snccess  in  trade,  and  I  feel  a  pride  in  their  character  as  cit- 
izens of  my  own  country.  Sir,  I  knew  that  they  had  ta- 
ken to  themselves  wings  and  flown  to  the  uttermost  parte 
of  the  earth,  and  over  (he  most  dreary  and  dangerous  re- 
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gions  of  the  sea.  He  said  they  were  in  great  distress,  and 
I  was  sorrowful  to  the  heart  that  they  should  be  so.  I 
have  inquired  into  the  cause  of  that  distress,  and  under- 
stand that,  in  a  regular  course  of  trade,  they  endeavored  to 
purchase  the  produce  of  the  farmer  and  planter^-of  my 
constituent!*,  who  are  farmers  and  planters — at  a  price  at 
which  they  could  make  a  profit,  and  behold  they  made  a 
loss,  and  were  obliged  to  sell  for  half  what  they  gave.  If 
they  had  made  a  profit,  as  they  anticipated,  we  should  have 
heard  nothing  of  their  afilictions ;  they  have  made  a  hard 
bed  for  themselves,  and  their  faithful  and  talented  repre- 
sentative argues,  as  T  understand  the  effect  of  his  proposi- 
tion, to  have  a  United  States  bank,  or,  rather,  the  same 
one  rcchartered,  to  take  his  constituents  off  that  hard  bed 
and  put  mine  on.  Now,  sir,  I  have  regard  for  the  mer- 
chants, as  I  have  for  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States : 
but  when  the  question  is  simply,  whether  his  constituents 
shall  Ho  on  this  hard  bed  of  their  own  making,  or  mine 
shall ;  when  the  question  is  simply  between  his  constituents 
and  mine,  which  shall  be  in  alRictioD,  I  prefer  mine  should 
not  be. 

Sir,  I  have  listened  to  the  various  arguments  coming  from 
a  certain  large  portion  of  this  House,  friends  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  they  appear  to  resolve  themselves 
into  this,  ''  there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven 
tvhereby  a  man  might  be  saved,"  excepting  only  by  and 
through  a  bank  pf  the  United  States!  Sir,  if  I  believed 
that  it  wodld  refiev^  the  people,  or  even  the  merchants^  and 
not  hurt  the  other  people,  and  was  not  unconstitutional,  I 
should  be  greatly  tempted  to  go  for  it;  for  it  gives  me  pain 
to  see  any  suffer.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  believe  it  will  relieve 
the  people  in  general,  or  fail  to  ruin  a  vast  proportion  of 
them — whatever  it  may  do  with  the  merchants. 

Its  paper,  truly,  might  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
debts  in  Europe.  But  how?  By  restoring  specie  pay- 
ments. And  how  is  this  to  be  done  when  there  is,  propor- 
tionally to  the  engagements  now  due,  or  to  become  due  short- 
ly, from  the  banks  and  their  customers,  scarcely  any  specie 
in  the  country  1  Sir,  it  must  be  by  substituting  the  paper 
of  the  United  States  Bank  for  that  now  in  circulation. 
How  can  they  pay  specie  without  reducing  the  quantity  of 
paper  circulation  1  This  might  enable  the  merchants  to 
pay  their  debu  in  bank  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  probably  would,  if  they  he  prudent,  without 
trouble.  But  what  would  become  of  my  constituents  t  Sir, 
they  would  be  put  upon  the  hard  bed,  and  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Skrosant]  be  taken 
off  it.  Mine  would  be  sold  out,  instead  of  his,  to  raise 
this  specie — to  make  a  currency  to  pay  debts  abroad.  To 
make  a  fit  currency  for  a  man  id  travel  from  one  end  of  the 
world  to  the  other  without  suffering  discount,  wearing  their 
pockets  out  with  specie,  or  be  troubled  with  changing  notes. 
Sir,  my  constituents  owe  no  debts  abroad  beyond  seas,  and 
few  of  them  travel  beyond  their  own  credit;  much  fewer 
beyond  the  credit  of  their  own  bank  paper.  Why,  then, 
should  they,  or  I  for  them,  take  steps  that  will  reduce  all 
their  paper  contracts  to  specie  settlements,  and  thus  sell 
themselves  outi  Sir,  it  was  against  the  ^ish  and  will  of 
the  people  that  banks,  such  as  we  have  them,  were  created. 
They  were  made  by  their  agents,  and  they  with  their  love 
of  peace  and  order  aubmitted,  and  submit  to  it. 

The  people  were  then  compelled,  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  tStates,  to  make  their  contracts,  in  effect  contrary  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  that  of  every 
State,  in  paper.  Sir,  the  contracts,  whether  cash  or  cre- 
dit, are  all  in  paper  prices.  If  you  have  your  gold,  and  I 
hnve  my  paper,  and  you  bid  and  I  bid,  my  paper  fixes  the 
price,  unless  the  paper  is  above  par  with  the  gold.  All 
cr>ntracts,  executors'  bonds,  guardians*  bonds,  and  alt,  are 
in  paper  valuation ;  and,  while  a  man  has  money  out  on 
loan,  and  thinks  himself  safe,  he  may  be  sold  out;  bis  bed 
may  be  sold  from  under  bis  wife,  to  pay  off  some  security 


debt  in  gold  ahd  silver,  for  a  debt  contracted  as  security  for 
some  prudent  man  possibly  some  twenty  years  dncc ;  and 
which  debt,  when  contracted,  was  contracted  in  paper.  Or 
it  might  possibly  b«,  as  security  Ibr'somc  guardian  of  an 
infant,  having  the  utmost  confidence  In  the  prudence  of  the 
guardian,  as  well  as  of  his  solvency  and  integrity,  who 
might  be  himself  a  money  lender,  and  who,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  security,  had  received  the  sales  of  produce  wi 
property,  all  at  paper  prices ;  and,  however  worthlen  and 
extravagant  the  ward  might  be,  the  guardian  and  security, 
both  money  lenders,  both  prudent  men,  might  be  sold  out 
to  raise  specie,  if  suddenly  called  upon,  to  make  a  better 
currency,  or,  for-  other  ttasons,  just  as  this  ward  came  of 
age.  A  public  creditor,  in  order  to  get  his  money  in  Uni- 
ted States  B«hk  notes,  liable  neither  to  discount  nor  over- 
burden a  man,  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand  dollars,  may 
and  will  find,  in  many  instances,  his  bed  sold  from  under 
him  to  pay  some  other  coi^tract,  made  perhaps  years  ago, 
either  his  own,  or  as  security  for  some  one,  who,  let  things 
go  on  gradually,  could  pay.  Many  a  man,  to  save  ^^re  or 
ten  per  cent,  discount  on  the  transfer  of  a  note  from  one 
distant  State  to  another,  would  have  me  vote  for  a  United 
States  bank,  when,  were  I  to  doit,  and  mine  were  the  cast- 
ing vole,  it  would,  for  other  contracts  made  at  paper  prices 
and  resolved  into  specie  settlements,  now  when  there  is  a 
great  debt  beyond  the  seas,  sell  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths 
of  his  children.  I  think  f  know  a  case  of  this  sort.  Sir, 
I  am  against  selling  the  people  out  in  this  way,  either  by  the 
help  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  without  it,  in  order 
to  make  a  better  currency  for  merchants  and  travellers,  or 
for  the  next  generation. 

As  to  banks,  I  never  would  have  originated  them,  and 
would  get  rid  of  them  all,  if  I  could  do  so  without  raining 
the  people  or  greatly  injuring  them.  They  came  on  grad- 
ually. Let  them  go  off  gradually.  If  one  lose  five  per 
cent.,  and  another  the  like,  until  the  bank  note  is  lost,  it 
does  not  press  as  hard  hi  for  one  to  lose  all  and  be  sold  out. 
Let  them  go  off  by  depreciation  by  degrees,  as  it  came  oa 
by  appreciation  by  degrees. 

Sir,  I  view  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  compared  to  a 
State  bank,  as  a  royal  Asiatic  tiger  to  a  cat.     The  same  in 
species,  nature,  and  manner  of  doing  mischief;  differing 
only  in  the  power.     They  have,  generally,  as  far  as  I  have 
looked  into  their  charters,  this  other  odious  exclusive  privi- 
lege.    The  property  of  the  stockholders  is  exempt  from  ex- 
ecution by  a  creditor  or  a  bank,  while  a  co-partner  of  a  mer- 
cantile company,  or  an  individual, 'is  liable  in  his  property 
to  the  last  cent,  and  his  body  liable  to  be  incarcerated,  put 
in  prison.     This,  then,  may  happen  :  a  stockholder  in  one 
of  these  banks  may  buy  your  whole  estate,  worth  one  hun- 
dred thoupand  dollars,  and  take  possession  of  it  and  hold, 
and,  together  with  his  brethren  who  may  have  done  the 
like  with  others,  declare  the  bank  broken,  taking  care  to 
have  no  tangible  property,  and  leave  you  with  their  notes. 
You  cannot  touch  them  or  their  property.     Nay,  worse, 
the  one  that  bought  your  property  and  holds  it  in  defiance 
of  you,  may,  with  one  of  the  notes  of  this  bank,  have 
bought  your  bond  for  a  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less,  and 
put  you  in  jail  for  it,  and,  sir,  walk  at  large  himself.     Sir. 
they  have,  at  this  time,  the  hitch  upon  us :  not  we  upon 
them.     Much   as  I  dislike  such  exclusive  privileges  and 
monopolies,  and   unjust  advantages,  I   am  not  willing  to 
sell  the  people's  beds  from  under  theni  for  the  benefit  of 
one  of  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  rest,  or  to  spite 
them  all  by  requiring  settlements  of  paper  contracto  no^iv* 
in  existence,  at  specie  prices,  now  when  there  is  none  ira 
the  country,  or  next  to  none.     Sir,  I  understand  that,  in 
a  very  short  time  past,  forty   millions  have  been  laid  ou  t, 
in  land  in  the  wilderness ;  that,  clear  of  interest  on  tlio 
purchase  money,  will  not  yield  forty  cents  profit  to  thepre-> 
sent  holders  In  forty  years  to  come.     That  something  UIco 
fifty  millions  are  lost  on  the  lost  crop  of  cotton,  and  pro^ 
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portiooaiiy  in  tobacco  and  rice,  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
to  aoioething  like  one  hundred  millions.     This,  of  itself, 
has  created  a  ^reat  debt  abroad,  and  a  consequent  demand 
for  apacie  at  this  time,  and  must  put  our  banking  institu- 
tions to  much  difficultjr,  in  relation  to  specie,  without  any 
thing  ebe.     Authorized  as  they  are  to  issue  three  or  four, 
or  more  times  as  much  in  notes  as  they  have  specie  in  their 
vauUi^  it  is  obvious,  if  they  do  any  profitable  business,  and 
are  Uied  by  their  ability  to  pay  debts  on  demand  in  specie, 
they  are  broken  from  the  first.     Their  solvency,  in  that 
view,  depends  on   the  accidental  circumstances  of  their 
crediton  all  coming  at  once.     If  too  many  do  not  call  at 
an  nnluckj  time  they  can  pay  in  specie ;  otherwise  not  : 
io  that  our  security  depends  wholly,  in  good  times  or  bad 
time%  upon  the  accidental  circumstance  of  all  their  credi- 
tors, or  even  of  less  than  a  m  jicty  of  them,  calling  upon  the 
basks  all  at  once.     When,  then,  there  is  such  a  demand 
for  specie  to  pay  this  great  debt  abroad,  and  when  there  is 
one  great  corporation  with  such  vast  resources,  ^till  cling- 
ing to  the  name  of  Bank  of  the  United  States,  endeavor- 
ing to  convince  Ui  by  all  possible  means— I  will  say  all 
proper  means — that  she  alone  can  keep  on  a  good  curren- 
cy :  and  when  there  is  a  powerful  party  fuUy  persuaded, 
and  by  all  laudable  means  endeavoring  to  show  that  this 
administration  has  produced,  and  is  producing,  confusion 
end  mischief  in  all  our  fiscal  c-oncems,  is  it  strange  that  so 
many  shonkl  call  at  once  that  these  banks  cannot  pay  specie 
for  their  notes  ?     Certainly  it  is  not ;  and  the  people  do  not 
consider  it  strange.     Their  notes,  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, will   buy   more  property   than  specie  would  have 
bought  last  yeac     This  shows  the  people  are  not  surprised 
or  alarmed  at  the  fact  of  their  stopping  payment  of  specie. 
Yet,  we  are  told  by  gentlemen  that  there  is  great  distress, 
and  it  is  intimated  that  there  is  no  relief  but  by  a  bank  of 
the  United  States.   3Vhere  is  the  distress  1     What  is  it? 
These  land  apeculators  and  merchants  have  bought  at  high 
prices  and  sold  at  low.  prices.     They  have  often  bought  at 
low  prices  and  aold  at  high  prices,  and  have  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  the  banks  stopped  paying  specie,  but  not  making 
money  by  shaving  the  people.     Travellers  are   pestered 
with  shin-plasters ;  yet,  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  yet  un- 
hait,  except  by  the  dread  that,  by  a  bank   of  the    United 
States  being  created,  or  in  some  other  way,  their  paper  con- 
tracU  will  be  foiced  to  be  adjusted  in  specie,  and  thus  sell 
their  property  for  little  or  nothing,  as  was  done  in  1818, 
1819,  and  1820,  and  to  make  a  nice  currency.     Sir,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  then'  made  it,  but  how  and  at 
what  expense  ?     It  was  my  bard  fortune  to  taste  some  of 
the  bitter  fruits  of  relief  then  offered  and  now  offered,  by 
a  bank  of  the  United  States.     Having  encouraged  specu- 
lation in  that  day,  as  banks  have  done  in  this  day,  so  much 
that  the  president  was  so  disapproved  of  that  he  was  dis- 
oiased  and  another  one  chosen,  that  baiik  began  to  make 
a  good  currency ;  such  an  one  as  is  now  offered  us,  having 
leas  specie  than  almost  any  other  bank  of  any  credit  in  her 
vauUs;  but,  backed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  receipts  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
amount  of  aome  twenty  or  more  millions,  she  required  all 
other  banks,  but  herself,  to  pay  specie,  needing  not  to  do 
it  herself  except  nominally,  because  she  had  the  receipt  and 
dJabaTvement  of  the  revenue.    Her  stock  stood  at  something 
like  a  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  that  of  a  bank,  having  more 
specie,  and  under  better  management,  sunk  to  sixty.  Then 
it  was^  sir,  that,  the  State  banks  being  called  on  to  resume 
^lecie  pajmeiits,  which  could  be  done  in  no  way  but  by 
drawing  in  their  own  notes  to  give  place  for  some  few  in 
proportion  of  the  United  States  Bank,  I  tasted  the  full, 
no,  sir,  not  the  full,  for  others  got  greater  benefits  and  re- 
lief than  I  did — then  it  was  that  I  myself  enjoyed  a  por- 
tion of  the  relief  now  offered  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  friends^  having  just  before  purchased  proper- 
ty, land,  at  the  previous  paper  prices.     To  make  a  good 


currency  for  travellers  and  merchants,  the  relief  I  obtained 
was  that  I  found  in6nite  difficulty  of  getting  either  specie 
or  paper  to  meet  those  engagements.  Others  of  my  friends, 
prudent  but  less  fortunate,  had  their  property  sold  out  en- 
tirely to  meet  engagements  which  were  as  prudent  and 
circumspect,  but  for  this  relief,  as  couM  well  be.  Then  it 
was  that  a  vast  proportion  of  the  land  owners  on  the  Roan- 
oke, from  the  mountains  to  the  ocean,  were  relieved  of  the 
further  trouble  of  their  estates  which  bad  been  in  the  hands 
of  them  and  their  farefnthers  for  ages  before.  Some  had 
bought  an  advancement  for  a  child ;  some  owed  a  small 
store  debt;  some  one  small  matter  and  some  another,  noth- 
ing unusual ;  when  this  relief  came  and  they  enjoyed  the 
whole  benefit  of  it  by  being,  with  their  families,  turned 
adrift  upon  the  world,  to  make  a  good  currency  for  others. 
Sir,  a  traveller  is  a  good  deal  plagued  to  change  his  money, 
and  it  is  very  comfortable  to  have  money  that  is  not  heavy 
and  will  pass  any  where  if  convenient  It  is  not  so  won- 
derful, considering  the  nature  and  fniilty  of  man,  that  such 
men  should  be  willing  to  gpve  every  thing  up  to  the  con- 
trol of  a  bank  of  the  United  States  for  convenience.  A 
man  goes  to  a  certain  place  hereaf>er,  which  from  subac- 
counts is  not  desirable  for  convenience,  still  be  cannot  deny 
himself  the  present  gratification  to  avoid  the  distant  but 
great  evil  before  him.  Interest  never  carried  a  man  there; 
but  what  think  you,  sir,  of  a  man  who  has  no  occasion  to 
travel,  no  debts  beyond  the  seas,  nor  out  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, no  debts  at  all ;  suffering  all  these  privations  and  sac- 
rifices, availing  himstelf  of  this  kind  of  relief,  and  beggar- 
ing his  whole  family  and  his  neighbors  ?  'fhis  may  hap- 
pen to  a  roan  out  of  debt.  There  are  few  who  have  not 
been  guardian  or  executor,  administrator  or  security,  for 
some  of  them  who  may,  though  ever  so  prudent,  be  called 
on  to  suffer  this  kind  of  relief.  I  cannot  speak  for  days, 
I  leave  statistics  to  periodicals,  And  details  to  those  who 
may  choose  to  indulge  in  them ;  but  1  submit  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  the  previous  banks  that  have  been  char- 
tered, and  especblly  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  have 
not  taken  the  people  rather  by  surprise  1  Whether  tho 
|)eople  have  not,  when  they  were  informed  that  one  was 
contemplated,  generally  refused  to  elect  men  who  went  for 
them  !  I  will  not  assert  that  this  is  true  in  every  case,  but 
I  believe  it  to  be  true  generally. 

To  come  more  closely  to  the  amendments  now  under 
immediate  consideration.  Having  bbi^  enough,  I  hope,  to 
satisfy  any  one  that  I  have  not  only  voted  and  spoken  hith- 
erto against  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  am  against  it, 
I  have  little  veneration  for  our  banking  institutions  of  any 
sort.  I  will  now  come  more  closely  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  immediately  before  as.  Sii,  1  said,  a  few 
days  ago,  that  I  preferred  to  make  sale  of  these  bonds  due 
for  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  as  a  means  of 
raising  money,  but  did  not  think  there  was  any  chance  to 
got  it  through  this  House.  I  am  for  it  still ;  I  am  for  getting 
clear  of  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury  not  necessary.  I 
want  as  much  there  as  is  necessary  and  no  more.  I  want 
the  administration  to  have  its  constitutional  patronage  and 
no  more. 

Sometimes,  it  seems,  we  have  millions  on  millions ;  then 
we  have  none ;  which  is  it,  sir  1  If  these  bonds  are  of  no 
value,  let  them  go ;  do  not  tantalize  us  with  them  as  means. 
If  our  deposites  in  the  State  banks  are  of  no  value,  let  us 
know  it ;  if  they  arc,  let  us*  use  them.  They  are  certainly 
considered  as  of  value ;  for  the  bill  to  withhold  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  put  every  State  in  the  Union,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  in  a  state  of  duress  but  a  few  days  ago.  TTie 
money  l>eing,  in  any  way,  under  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  such  an  amount  is  dsngerous  in  the  extreme.  The 
mere  supposition  that  it  is  there,  should  it  not  be  really 
there,  is  capable  of  producing  all  this  duress  snd  confusion. 
Let  us  in  some  way  get  clear  of  it  if  we  have  it,  and  of  the 
mischievous  delusion  if  we  have  it  not.   If  we  sacrifice  some 
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of  it,  it  ig  the  peopIe*8  own  money,  and  they  can  better  bear 
this  sacrifice  than  the  sale  of  their  property,  or  taking  more 
money  out  of  their  pockets. 

T  have  said  nothing,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  particular  mer- 
its of  the  bill,  but  only  of  some  of  the  amendments,  and 
have  availed  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  throw  out  some 
of  my  opinions  generally  in  regard  to  the  means  of  relief 
from  the  present  difficulties.  I  will  go  a  very  little  further, 
and  trouble  the  House  no  longer.  In  my  opinion,  the 
whole  difficulty  arises  from  our  having,  or  having  had,  or 
having  supposed  we  had,  and  still  supposing  we  have,  too 
much  money  in  the  Treasury.  Remove  this,  and  all  is  sim- 
ple and  easy. 

I  agree  perfectly  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  believing  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a 
curreney,  further  or  other  than  as  the  constitution  literal- 
ly mentions.  That  instrument  fixes  a  standard  to  be  used 
when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to  points,  and  cannot  agree 
as  to  what  the  *debt  shall  be  paid  in.  The  debtor  can 
get  clear  by  offering,  and  the  creditor  can  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so,  the  specie  which  is  the  standard.  Con- 
gress cannot  add  to  nor  take  from  this  privilege,  in  regard 
to  either.  Every  law  about  money,  without  saying  more, 
refers  to  specie  only.  Every  judgment;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  said  in  relation  as  to 
that  point,  is  for  specie  of  course.  The  Treasurer  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  have  by  the  constitution  the  control 
of  the  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. You  may  shelter  them  by  authorizing  them  to  place 
the  money  in  tbie  or  in  that  bank.  But  you  cannot  make 
them  more  responsible. 

I  heard,  sir,  a  great  man,  I  admit  him  to  be  so,  proving 
that  somehow  the  notes  of  a  bank  which  did  not  pay  specie 
were  paper  money,  but  that  the  notes  of  a  bank  that  paid 
specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  were  not  paper  money. 
The  notes  of  banks  last  year  were  not  paper  money  !  The 
notes  of  the  same  bank  this  year  are  paper  money  !  Yet 
the  same  notes  this  year  will  boy  more  property  than  the 
specie  they  promised  to  pay,  had  it  been  got,  would  have 
bought.  Paper  money  this  year,  then,  is  better  than  specie 
last  year.  Make  a  law  directing  the  officer  to  place  his 
money  in  a  specie  paying  bank  i  it  is  grounded  on  distrust 
of  the  officer.  If  he  be  not  honest,  I  say  it  shelters  him ; 
for  he  may  take  witnesses,  and  demand  specie  for  perhaps 
a  note  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  get  it,  and  then 
deposite  five  hundred  thousand  under  the  law,  and  he 
and  the  bank  may  divide  it  in  specie,  and  stop  specie  pay- 
ments. 

There  is  no  getting  round  it.  Put  the  money  in  an  iron 
chest,  and  who  is  to  keep  the  key  ?  Defend  it  with  bayo- 
nets, and  who  is  to  keep  the  bayonets  off  it?  There  is  i>o 
way  to  keep  such  vast  sums  safely  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  owners. 

But  stick  to  the  simplicity  of  the  constitution.  Collect 
money  for  the  only  legitimate  object  for  which  you  have 
the  right  to  collect  it.  Let  the  law  call  for  money,  and 
nothing  more;  and  direct  money  to  be  paid,  and  noth- 
ing more~**I  mean,  naming  the  amounts,  to  whom  pay- 
able, dtc. 

If  the  public  creditor  demand  specie,  by  the  constitution 
he  maai  have  it.  If  he  should  not,  the  collecting  officer 
being,  as  he  should  always  when  he  can  be,  the  disbursing 
officer,  the  thing  is  settled  naturally  and  easily  in  the  usuid 
way,  in  any  money  that  is  current  at  the  time.  How  sim- 
pU  and  easily  this  thing  is  exemplified  in  the  case  of  sher- 
iu,  constables,  and  such  like  officers  in  the  collection  of 
private  debts,  and  the  revenue  of  some  of  the  States.  Very 
Utile. money  is  lost  in  their  hands.  None  are  very  jealous 
of  4heir  power  and  station.  Ten  times  the  amount  of  the 
proper  revenue  of  the  United  States  is  thus  collected  of  pri- 
vate claims  and  demands,  with  very  little  loss  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 


All  these  judgments  and  executions,  Sec,  or  scarcely 
with  any  exception,  iiire  for  gold  and  silver,  and  yet  they 
produce  little  or  no  dilHculty  or  alarm.  And  "why,  sir  1  It 
is,  that  there  iii  a  creditor,  or  plaintiff,  watching  and  ready 
to  receive  his  debt  in  any  current  money,  and  specie  is  not 
either  demanded,  or  expected  to  lie  demanded.  So  it  alwaye 
has  been,  and  will  be,  with  the  Government,  trhen  it  had 
no  more  money  than  it  needed,  and  did  not  attempt,  by 
bank  or  otherwise,  to  regulate  the  currency.  If  the  Got- 
ernment  have  a  little  more  than  it  can  immediately  pay  out, 
and  lose  some  by  depreciation  or  otherwise,  it  wiU  be  but 
small  in  all  probability,  and  they  ought  to  lose  it,  as  other* 
are  liable  to  do.  As  to  large  surpluses  either  here,  or  lodged 
about  among  the  States,  I  would  as  soon  undertake  to  ad- 
minister medicine  to  the  dead  as  to  produce  a  cure  for  the 
evil  effects  while  the  fact  remained. 

These  operations,  sir,  are  simple  and  easy  in  my  esti- 
mation ;  but  let  the  sheriffs  and  constables,  banks  and  the 
like,  undertake  to  regulate  the  cnrren^  and  demand  spe-* 
cie,  and  insist  upon  it  whether  the  creditor  or  debtor  want- 
ed either  to  receive  or  to  pay  it  or  not,  you  would  have 
trouble  enough.  No  man  would  venture  to  inflict  this 
generally.  Few  men  fail  to  adjust  these  things  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  people  if  possible.  It  is  only  in  a  round- 
about way  through  a  bank,  as  it  was  done  in  1819-'S0, 
and  about  that  time,  that  this  cruelty  can  be  extennvely 
inflicted. 

To  conclude,  then,  sir,  I  will  rote  for  the  sale  of  these 
bonds,  or  any  other  funds  belonging  to  the  United  States^ 
with  a  view  of  getting  clear  of  all  surpluses,  real  or  sup- 
posed. I  want  to  square  off.  The  more  we  are  entangled 
with  or  without  money,  the  more  likelihood  there  is  that 
we  may  at  last  have  to  open  the  doors  to  this  bank,  which, 
with  its  old  name  and  old  propensities,  is  just  at  the  thresh- 
old, waiting  for  a  chance  to  enter.  It  hia  been  often  said 
that  that  bank  makes  no  application  here  at  this  time,  but 
waits  for  the  proper  time.  And  when  is  the  proper  time  1 
Just,  I  suppose,  when  it  has  thrown  so  many  difficulties, 
and  obstacles,  and  arguments,  and  objections  in  the  way 
of  every  thing  we  can  propose  or  offisr  that  we  are  willing 
to  call  on  them.  They  do  not  bring  in  any  bill  truly,  but 
they  endeavor  to  drive  out  all  bills  until  some  one  shall 
bring  that  in.  It  appears  to  me  impossible  that  a  man 
should  not  f^l  himself  besieged  here  by  that  corporaUon 
from  year  to  year.  It  has  been  the  case  ever  since  I  came 
here.  The  stages  were  broken  down,  and  wrapping  paper 
reduced  in  price  from  four  cents  a  pound  to  three,  widi 
melancholy  and  alarming  representation^  of  eTils  that  never 
have  happened.  I  have  voted  for  measures,  I  expect  again 
to  vote  for  measures  1  do  not  altogether  like,  for  fear  that, 
at  last,  that  institution  should  be  rechartered,  whtdi  I  view 
as  injurious  to  the  whole  Union,  and  particularly  destruc- 
tive to  the  prosperity  of  the"*  South.  Sir,  why  is  it  that 
New  Orleans,  exporting,  as  she  does,  an  amount  of  pro- 
dure  far  more  than  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  even  than 
New  York,  should  not  be  able  to  import  directly  any  thing 
worth  speaking  of  from  abroad  1  It  is  not  because  sho 
wants  currency,  either  in  paper  or  specie ;  she  has  that 
which  is  better  than  either — cotton,  that  will  buy  any  thing 
in  any  market.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  concentration  of  moneyed  capi>jl  produced  in  the 
North  by  the  former  Banks  of  the  United  States,  trading 
upon  that  which  is  our  own  money,  (for  cotton,  tobaoco, 
and  rice  amount  to  eighty  out  of  one  hundred  milHonj^ 
and  in  that  proportion  of  all  the  exports  of  the  whole  Uni- 
ted Stales,)  the  profits  from  which  must  pay  for  all  the 
imports,  if  they  are  ever  paid  for,  into  the  UnMed  Statae 
in  that  same  proportion ;  and  these  banks  must  have  l>een 
the  cause,  in  some  degree,  if  not  mainly,  of  that  unnatural 
and  apparently  unaccountable  fact. 

After  Mr.   BouinTir   had  concluded,   the  House   ad- 
journed. 
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BILL  TO  EXTEND  THE  OPERATION  OP  CER- 
TAIN ACTS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Mr.  THOMAS  MfgMted  the  eaUuig  op  of  the  biU  re- 
poitad  by  the  CoBmittee  on  the  Judidaiy  m  to  contuiumg 
in  operelioa  oertain  lew*  ontil  the  end  of  Um  next  eearion 
of  CoDgrees.  This  bill  bed  been  reforred  to  a  CoHunittee 
of  the  Whole,  and  Mr.  TaoMjie  moved  to  diecbarge 
tbatoeaunHtee,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  in  the  House.  The 
molJOD  prevailed. 

The  bill  being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  BRIGGd  moeed  to  reesnmit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
nrittee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instroetions  to  enumerate  in 
the  act  the  titisd  of  the  difiereot  laws  to  which  it  had  allor 
•ion.     Motion  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
tbird  time  this  day.  At  a  subesquent  hour,  this  hill  wss 
leul  a  third  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Smats  for  ooDenmnce* 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  then  proceeded  ti>  the  unfinished  businew  of 
Ihe  momiag  hour,  which  was  the  tontideration  of  the  fol' 
lowing  rewlution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wiss  on  the  19th  of 
Ssptsmber: 

"Regobed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by 
ballot  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
the  eaases.of  the  delays  and  failurei^  and  the  expenditures 
which  have  attended  the  proeecution  of  that  war,  and  into 
the  manner  of  its  conduct,  and  the  facts  of  its  history  gen- 
tnhj ;  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  .for 
pciBons  and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the 
reeeae^  and  that  it  make  report  to  tho  next  session  of  Qour 


Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
reaolutioD,.  by  atdkioft  out  all  iiUi  the  word  **  Resolved,** 
and  inseit  the  following : 

"  That  a  eelect  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  caoee  of  the  Floiida  war,  and  the  cauaes  of  the  extra- 
ordinary delaya  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures  which 
have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the  samff,  and  all  the  facta 
eonnecisd  with  its  history  generally ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.'* 

Tho  question  immediately  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Ho  WABB  to  strike  out  the  words  •<  that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,"  and  insert  <<  that  the  Committee  on 
Militaiy  Affain  be  instructed." 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  ot  New  York,  who  was  occupying  the 
floor  vHiMi  this  subject  was  last  up,  and  interrupted  by 
the  orders  of  the  day,  resumed  his  remarka;,  and  said 
that,  vriien  this  matter  was  last  undiMr  conaideratioo,  he 
bad  eoounoDoed  some  observations  in  vindication  of  bis 
predeceawir,  [Abijah  Mann,  jr.,]  from  the  censures  cast 
upon  hiiB  1^  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  char- 
acteriMd  the  attack  made  upon  his  predecessor,  six  months 
after  ocGnnences  had  transpired,  and  when  the  circum- 
stances of  the  parties  had  entirely  changed,  as  extraoidi- 
nary,  and,  in  his  view,  entirely  unjustifiable ;  and  be  was 
about  proceeding,  when  interrupted,  to. show  that  no  cen- 
aoie  could  be  imputed  to  his  predecessor,  even  from  the 
aiatemeatof  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  himaelf.  He 
WM  well  avinre  &at  he  might  leave  the  character  of  his 
piedeoeasor  to  its  own  vindication  wherever  it  was  known ; 
snd  if  he  had  not  some  observations  which  be  wished  to 
subnit  on  another  branch  of  the  subject,  and  more  directly 
peitaimng  to  its  merits,  he  should  have  contented  himself 
to  let  this  matter  rest  where  it  wss,  after  so  long  a  lapse  of 
tiaie;  bat  he  would  show,  in  a  few  words,  that  no  cen- 
saie  waa  imputable  to  the  majority  of  that  committee,  or 
the  individuals  who  had  been  designated.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  preiaced  his  charges  by  a  statement, 


made  wilb  all  the  emphasia  ef  manner  which  peculiarly 
distkiguiah  his  remarks,  by  announcing'  to  the  Houae  that 
he  was  about  to  make  a  statement  never  before  communis 
cated  to  thb  House  or  to  the  country,  and  the  substance 
of  that  communication  was,  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
ports of  the  mayority  aod  minority  of  that  committee  bad 
been  msde  up.  And  how  was  it  1  Why,  sir,  atripped  of 
its  coloring,  and  stated  in  brief  apace,  it  was,  in  sum  and 
substance,  that  the  members  of  the  msjority  bad  furnished 
their  chairman^-the  individual  of  their  party  first  named  on 
the  committee-^with  their  separate  viewa^  to  be  embodied 
into  a  report,  and  Mr.  Mann  had,  in  addition,  furniabed 
his  notes  of  the  proceedings  and  evidence  before  the  con»- 
mittee  ;  and  thie  ehairman  of  the  majority,  instead  of  per- 
forming the  labor  of  embodying  these  views  in  the  form  of 
a  report,  hsd  entrusted  them  to  their  clerk,  to  be  arranged 
and  reduced  to  form.  Now  this  was  the  whole  subatance 
of  the  charge  announced  to  the  House  with  so  much  so- 
lemnly, an^  upon  which  the  answer  imputed  by  the  gen- 
tleman was  grounded.  Was  there  any  thing  censurable 
or  extraordinary  in  this  1  Was  there  any  thing  which 
should  call  down  the  indignatioaof  this  Houses  pr  of  the 
community,  as  might  be  inferred  from  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  iirom  Virginia  1 

T^  oftnce  particularly  imputed  to  his  predecesaor  waa^ 
that  he  had  actnally  funiiahed  the  notes  he  h  ul  taken  of 
the  proceedings,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  asaist 
in  making  out  the  report  of  the  committee. 

[Mr.  Wisx  interropled  Mr.  L.,  and  said  that  was  not 
the  pith  ot  the  diarge  against  the  gentleman's  predecessor. 
The  charge  was  that  he  denied  that  be  knew  the  con- 
fente  of  the  raport  until  it  was  read  in  the  committee ;  and 
Mr.  Pearce  himaelf  had  aaid  it  waa  Mr.  Mann  who  fur- 
nished the  offensive  matter  for  the  report.  .The  charge 
against  the  gentleman's  predecesaor  was  that  he  was  guilty 
of  falsehood.] 

Mr.  L.  resumed,  and  said  from  the  estimation  in  which 
the  character  of  Mr.  Pearce  appeared  to  be  held  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia^  as  exhibited  in  his. farmer  re- 
marks, he  shoubl  hardly  suppose  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
introduce  him  (Mr.  Pesics)  as  a  witness  against  any  one. 

[Mr.  WisB.  Weill  i  do  confess  I  would  not  plaoe 
much  reliance  on  Dntee  J.  Pesrce.] 

Mr.  L.  resumed.  He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  either  formerly  or  now,  to  aay  that  Mr. 
Pearce  toM  him  that  Mr.  Mann  knew  the  contents  of  the 
majority  report;  but  he  understood  it  that  the  gentleman 
inferred  that  fiM^  from  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Pearce 
tokl  him  that  Mr.  Maon  furnished  the  notes^  from  which 
the  offenaive  matter  was  taken.  If  he  was  mistaken  in 
this,  he  desired  to  be  corrected  and  aet  right  The  testi- 
rooDy  did  justify  the  inference,  and  he  could  aee  no  im- 
propriety whatever  in  that  circuroaiance ;  be  eonaidered  it 
the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  committee  to  give  his 
views  to  the  member  who  drew  up  the  report,  snd  to  fur- 
nish his  notes  of  the  proceedinga  also,  if  use  could  he  inade 
of  them.  It  had  appeared  that  the  majority  bad  not  cign- 
ed  the  report  as  drawn,  but  had  amended  it  by  striking 
out  parts  of  it,  to  make  it  meet  the  cmicurring  viewa 
of  the  six  individuals  who  composed  that  majority.  Thia 
waa  to  have  been  expected,  and  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority ahared  no  better  fate.  That  was  drawn  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  himself,  and  his  colleagues  had 
declined  aigning  it,  aa  be  understood  the  gentleman  to 
aay ;  and,  finally,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  alone,  be- 
ing the  minority  of  the  minority,  and  one  nut  of  the  nin«*, 
bad  drawn  up  and  aigned  his  report  alone.  This  report, 
the  gentleman  had  informed  the  Houae,  be  wrote  with  his 
own  hand,  crossed  the  t*a  and  dotted  the  t*«  himaelf,  and 
he  (Mr.  L.)  presumed  that  be  agreed  to  it  unanimoualy. 

I  have  done  with  thia  branch  of  the  aabject»  and  have 
said  more  perhaps  than  was  neccasary  to  say  upon  it. 
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Florida  War, 


[Oct.  6,  1837. 


With  tespect  to  the  resolution  and  the  ameDdmcnt  be- 
fore the  Houae,  there  was  one  part  of  it  which  Mr.  L. 
considered  objectionable.  It  was  that  part  which  gave  to 
the  proposed  committee  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  This  was  a  high  power  which  this  Houae  pos- 
sessed, and  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  never  to  be 
entrusted  to  a  committee,  except  in  cases  of  clear  necessi- 
ty. No  such  necessity  was  shown  in  this  case.  It  was 
a  power  very  liable  to  abuse;  and  though  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  a  committee  of  the  House  would  sanction 
any  abuse,  yet  he  thought  that  prudence  dictated  to  (he 
House  to  reserve  to  itself  these  extraordinary  powers,  un- 
less a  case  of  necessity  was  presented.  It  would  be  time 
enough  to  grant  such  a  power  when  a  committee  should 
inform  the  House  that  they  had  sought  information  of 
some  person  who  had  refused  to  disclose  it.  Does  any 
one  doubt  but  that  the  Secretary  nf  War  would  disclose 
any  fact  or  circumstance  within  his  knowledge,  that  a 
committee  might  require,  without  being  called  up  as  a 
witness  and  sworn  1  Or  would  any  officer  in  the  service 
refuse  to  answer  any  communication  from  a  committee  1 
The  resolution  1)efore  the  House  embraced  a  wide  range. 
It  would  be  almost  matter  of  necessity  under  it  to  seek 
information  from  tbe  officers  now  engaged  in  carrying  on 
(hat  war.  The  commanding  general  and  all  his  oflkers 
would,  by  this  resolution,  bo  subject  to  be  called  hore 
to  testify  before  this  committee. 

This  war  had  already  undergone  several  partial  investi- 
gations before  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry.  A 
great  amount  of  evidence  had  been  taken  relating  to  it, 
and  large  sums  expended — ^thousands  upon  thousands — in 
eliciting  facts.  There  was  now  no  chaiige  of  any  conceal- 
ment by  any  person;  and  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  averse  to  in- 
stituting a  tribunal  to  try  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
several  officers  who  had  been  engaged  in  that  service. 
The  difficulties  attending  the  prosecution  of  thai  war,  and 
which  had  produced  so  much  delay  and  expenditure,  had 
been  explained  by  several  gentlemen  in  this  very  debate. 
We  had  been  told  of  the  great  extent  of  wilderness,  of  the 
swamps  and  evergladefs  impenetrable  to  the  whites,  in 
which  the  savages  concealed  themselves.  We  had  been 
told  of  the  difficulty  of  transporting  the  hoceasaries  of  war, 
and,  above  all,  of  the  sickly  and  unwboletome  climater 

These  were>  doubtless^  the  true  causes ;  but  he  (Mr. 
L.)  was  not  averse  to  an  investigation,  but  he  preferred  it 
should  be  in  the  ordinary  mode,  and  by  the  Military  Com- 
mtttee,  as  moved  by  the  gentlemait  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  resolution  which  gives  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  amendment  would  not  now  be  in 
order  until  the  amendment  pending  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  then  modified  his  amendment,  by  in- 
serting the  following:  ** except  such  as  may  be  engaged  at 
the  time  in  the  service." 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that,  as  the 
House  was  to  adjourn  on  Monday  week,  the  commit- 
tee should  have  power  to  sit  during  the  recess,  and  not 
have  the  investigation  con6ned  to  ten  days. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  replied  that  it  would  be  continued  at 
the  regular  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  that,  as  the  session  was  now  to  close 
in  about  eight  days,  that  gentleman  would  also  consent  to 
incorporate  in  his  amendment  the  power  to  sit  during  the 
recess. 

Mr.  W.  went  at  some  length  into  the  exposure  of  the 
indisposition  of  the  majority  in  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  investigation.  He  saw  very  plainly  that  the 
same  state  of  things  exist^  now  as  ever  before.  The 
leopard  would  as  soon  change  his  spots  (said  Mr.  W.)  as 
this  HouT  will  change  its  determination  to  do  nothing  to- 
wards exposing  the  corruption  of  this  Government. 


As  to  the  old  matter,  with  regard  tp  the  committee  of 
investigation,  so  often  alluded  to,  Mr.  Wisx  said  he  should 
not  touch  upon  it  again ;  but  he  would  remark  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Loovis]  had  given  abun- 
dant evidence  of  his  fitness  to  sucoeed  Abjjah  Mann.  To 
show,  hj  a  single  fact,  indispnUbly  proved,  tiiat  £cauda 
and  corruption  have  attended  this  Florida  war,  Mr.  Wtsx 
produced  and  read  the  following  papers : 

•'STEUBEwrriLX,  Ohio,  October  1,  1887. 

«  Dkab  Sib  :  The  enclosed  letters  will  suflMently  ex- 
plain their  object,  without  the  addition  of  many  remarks  of 
my  own. 

«  On  my  arrival  at  Wheeling,  a  lew  days  age,  on  duty, 
I  was  informed  of  a  gross  instance  of  peculation,  aaid  to 
have  been  committed  in  Florida  by  an  agelit  in  the  employ 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  gentlen^an  who  was  said  to  have  witneawd  the  fraud, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  A.  Yopu 
will  perceive  that  (having  implicit  conftdenoe  ia  the  integ- 
rity of  the  officers  of  the  army)  I  expressed  the  opinioDin 
advance  that  the  fraud  was  *  committed  by  a  citizen,'  and 
not  by  « an  officer  of  the  army.'  It  is  with  honest  pride  I 
mention  the  fact  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  conjecture, 
as  there  is  no  individual  in  the  army  of  the  name  of  Skin- 
ner. I  will  now  venture  the  further  prediction  that,. when- 
ever you  ferret  out  the  rats,  you  will  find  them  to  belong 
to  the  *  sovereign  people,'  and  not  to  oOr  much-abused  little 
army. 

**  The  individual  (Skinner)  above  alluded  to,  I  under- 
stand, was,  at  the  time,  a  citizen  of  Irwinton,  Alabama. 

<<  In  one  particular,  however,  my  information  was  in- 
correct, as  it  was  stated  to  have  occurred  in  Florida,  and 
you  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Smith's  answer  (marked  B)  th«t 
it  took  place  at  Fort-  Mitchell,  Alabama.  .  I  do  not  start 
this  new  game  with  any  expectation  or  wish  of  diverting 
you  from  the  chase  in  Florida,  but  simply  to  show  you  that 
the  late  Creek  waii?  equally  worthy  of  notice. 

"  We,  my  dear  sir,  are  no  poUticians.  We  obey  the 
orders  of  our  superior,  and  endeavor  to  do  our  duty,  leav- 
ing the  strife  of  pairty  to  those  whose  constitutional  right 
It  is  to  select  our  rulers.  The  only  boon  we  arii  ia  to  have 
rigid  justice  meted  out  to  us.  If  the  army  has  not  met 
the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  has  failed  in  the  Flor- 
ida war,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  fifteen  thousand 
<  citizen  soldiers'  have  &iled  also.  If  <  three  major  generals 
of  the  army'  have  been  unsuccessful,  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  Governor  of  Ftorida,  having  the  public 
Treasury  at  his  command,  and  a  whole  summer  to  make 
his  preparations,  was,  likewise,  unsuccessful.  If  tbe  *Amer- 
ican  arms  have  been  disgraced,'  as  has  been  so  often  as- 
serted on  the  floor  of  Congi^ss  and  in  the  public  papers,  I 
thank  my  Gud  th  it -I  did  not  (although  I  served  in  three 
campaigns)  witness  the  humittating  spectacle.  With  bat 
one  exception,  wherever  the  Indians  were  seen,  they  were 
charged  and  driven  until  they  were  lost  in  swamps  and 
hammocks.  If  we  could  not  pursue  Ifaem  further  and  catch 
them,  it  was  because  the  God  of  our  natures  did  not  endosr 
us  with  the  fleetness  oi  the  savage,  and  the  scenting  fiicul- 
ties  of  the  bloodhound.  If  the  army  is  inefficient,  there 
mu«t  be  some  reason  for  it,  as  every  effect  has  a-  caii<»o. 
But  on  this  head  I  have  not  time  to  dwell,  ahhough  many 
reflections  are  presented  to  my  mind.  One  remark,  how  - 
ever,  I  will  make,  and  I  do  it  with  the  freedom  of  an  old 
acquaintance.  If  the  country  is  dissatisfied  with  the  army, 
in  God's  name  let  it  be  disbanded ;  for  I  would  rather  be 
an  humble  practitiener  of  tbe  humblest  hamlet  than  see  the 
army  insulted  by  the  taunta  and  stale  gibes  of  every  news- 
paper witling. 

'*  In  conclusion,  I  must  distinctly  disavow  any  and  every 
political  motive  in  forwarding  you  this  oommunieatian. 
My  sole  aim  is  to  vindicate  the  character  of  ^he  army,  and 
to  add  my  humble  mite  towards  an  investigation  vtfaich,  I 
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Fbridm  Wttt, 


[H.  OF  R. 


hope  and  confidently  believe,  will  piece  it  once  more  'reetug 
tn  atria.*  If  eoch  be  the  aim  of  your  retoletion,  (and 
that  it  is  I  ahall  be  the  last  to  doubt, )  I  »ay  <  God  »peed  you.' 
No  man  can  be  more  anxious  to  see  the  abuses  in  the  army 
ferrelfid  out  and  the  eorrection  applied  than  myself.  Fur- 
ther, you  are  kt  liberty  to  make  whatever  use  of  these  pa- 
pers yoa  may  think  proper.  I  am,  dee." 

[Signed  by  an  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Army.] 

[A.] 
<«  WHauiire,  (Va.,)  Sept,  ^  1887. 

"Sf  B  :  I  have  learned,  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that 
you  witnessed,  on  a  recent  occasion,  in  Florida,  an  in- 
stance of  pocnlation  on  the  part  of  a  public  agent,  who 
tiad  public  ftinds  in  his  possession,  dco. 

'*Tbe  fraod,  if  perpetrated  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  amy,  would  form  the  basis  ot  charges,  which,  if 
proven,  would  cavae  his  name  to  be  instantiy  siriektti 
Iron  the  mroay  roll,  and  consigned  to  merilsd  infitmy. 

"  If,  \Mm%v9t^  it  shonid  turn  eui  that  it  was  conmitted  by 
acitiaen  instead  of  an  officer  t»f  the  army,  as  I  am  induced 
to  believe  was  the  case,  it  is  doe  to  justice  and  to  the  army 
thai  the  inith  should  be  known ;  so  that  no  part  of  the 
stain  should  attach  to  men  who  valoe -their  honor  and  tep- 
niaidnn  aboie  all  price ;  which  they  will  neither  eompromit 
themselves  no?  aufier  any  human  being  to  trifle  with. 
Ac  any  rate,  let  the  truth  be  told.  Mast  whom  it  may.  I 
therefore  respedftilly  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with 
a  full  statement  (accompanied  by  a  deposition)  of  all  the 
paiticotars  of  the  transaction,  the  names  of  the  parties,  dbc, 
the  lime  and  place  where  it  occwrredy  and  any  other  mat- 
ter yon  may  deem  ueeessary  for  ferreting  out  the  perpetra- 
tors^ Ac.,  to  be  used  by  me  as  I  think  may  best  subserve 
the  ends  of  justice. 

"  Very  respectfully,  dec.,  your  obedient  servant. 

[Signed  as  above.  ] 

•«Mt.  a.  Y.  SxiTB,  TnaddphiOt  Ohio  county,  Fa." 

[BO 
<*  WnBauiro,  Sept.  80,  1887. 

*SiB :  Four  letter  of  the  88th  insunt  came  to  hand  this 
Bomiiig.  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  to  state,  that 
the  tnnsactaens  to  which  you  allnde  occurred  at  Fort 
Mitchell,  Alabama,  and  not  in  Florida,  as  yon  were  in- 
formed. The  particulars  were  substantially  the  foUow- 
iog: 

■*  I  arrived  at  Fort  MiicheU  on  the  steamer  Anna  Calhoun, 
frsm  Appnlnchieola,  the  boat  having  on  board  freight  for 
the  United  Statea  army ;  the  freight  on  which  amounted 
ID  ahoat  one  hundred  dollars.  When  the  amount  of  the 
diarge  was  made  known  to  Skinner,  who  was  acting  as 
Qwuteisaaster  for  the  United  States,  he  (Skinner)  told 
W.  W.  Crenshaw,  clerk  of  said  boat,  to  make  the  bill 
sowant  to  &^e  hundred  dollars;  upon  which  Crenshaw  re- 
plied, that  if  he  (Skinner)  would  give  him  one  hundred 
dollars  he  would  do  so;  to  which  Skinner  immediately 
agreed,  and  Crenshaw  made  the  bill  amount  to  $500 ;  for 
whick  Skinoar  gave  him  one  hundred  dollars,  and  Cren- 
shaw leeaipted  the  bill  for  $£00.  This  transaction  occur- 
red about  the  1st  of  February,  1838,  at  Fort  Mitchell, 
Alahamii.— [See  note.] 

*'Tbis  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  transaction,  ao  far  as 
efasBived  by  me^  and  as  stated  to  me,  after  the  trantaotion, 
hy  Crenabaw. 

"I  aaa,  dear  sir,  your  most  hnmhie  servant, 

A.  Y.  SMITH." 

"Ohio  corirTY,  Va.,  to  wit: 

*■  Feraonally  appeared  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  A.  T.  Smith,  and  accordingly 
look  nath  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  correct  and  true 
10  the  best  of  my  [his]  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  P.  WOODS." 


[NoT«,  (by  the  writer  of  the  two  above  letters.) — I  ap- 
prehend that  Mr.  Smith  has  inadvertently  made  a  mistake 
m  the  year,  as  it  was  probably  1887  instead  of  1888.] 

Mr.  W.  then  adverted  to  the  proposition  to  strike  from 
his  resolntldn  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
He  would  tell  gentlemen  that,  without  this  power,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  bring  to  light  the  frauds  and  corruptions 
of  this  Government.  Even  with  such  a  power,  it  would 
be  almost  impossible.  He  alluded  to  what  he  had  himself 
seen  in  investigating  committee  rooms,  and  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  witnesses  in  this  city  who  could  have  been  ad- 
duced iq  proof  of  the  misconduct  of  officers  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  had  it  not  been  actually  dangerous  to  them  to  sum- 
mon them.  Their  bread  depended  on  their  silence.  In- 
dividuals who,  he  well  knew,  eould  have  testified  in  these 
matters,  had  come  to  him,  at  his  lodgings,  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  and  begged  him  not  to  summon  them.  The 
prosciiption  practised  in  the  Government,  as  now  adminis* 
tered,  hermetically  sealed  the  mouths  of  witnesses.  And 
yet  it  is  now  said  that  it  is  dangerous  to  give  a  committee 
of  this  House  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers !  Oh! 
most  kind,  indulgent,  he  would  not  say  servile,  representa- 
tives of  the  people ! 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  would  not  have  troubled 
the  House  with  any  further  observations  upon  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  submitted,  if  it  had-  not  been  that  he 
wished  distinctly  to  say  to  the  House  and  the  nation  that 
it  was  not  his  wish  tb  smother  investigation  into  either  the 
causes  or  conduct  of  the  Florida  war.  On  the  contra- 
ry, he  thought  that  the  membera  of  any  committee  to  which 
the  inquiry  might  be  sent  would  not  do  their  duty  to  the 
House,  the  country,  or  themselves,  unless  they  gave  the 
freest  scope  to  the  examination,  regardless  of  the  persons 
upon  whom  the  censure  might  Ml,  if  any  censure  was  due, 
and  influenced  solely  by  a  spirit  of  strict  Justice  and  im- 
partiality to  all.  Having  said  this,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, and  did  expect,  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  that,  upon  whomsoever  else  he  might  cast  the 
imputation  of  desiring  to  stifle  inquiry,  he  would  exempt 
htm  (Mr.  H.)  from  Mng  included  in  it 

When  the  resolution  was  under  consideration  some  two 
weeks  ago,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  had 
made  some  statements  which  appeared  to  be  strong  argu- 
menu  in  favor  of  sending  the  subject  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Perhaps  the  House  had  forgotten  the  debate  which 
then  took  place,  although  they  seldom  forgot  any  thing 
which  that  gentlemen  said.  The  disappearance  of  resolu- 
tions from  before  the  eye  of  the  House,  and  sudden  reap- 
pearance at  a  distant  day,  was  a  great  practical  inconve- 
nience. According  to  his  clasdc  reminiscences,  there  was 
somewhere  in  Greece  a  river  which  plunged  under  ground 
and  started  up,  to  the  surprise  of  those  to  whom  it  unex- 
pectedly showed  its  current,  far  away  from  the  place  of  its 
submersion,  tt  was  just  so  with  sonse  of  our  resolutions. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  said  that  we 
had  the  skeleton  of  an  army,  but  that  it  was  not  filled  op. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  the  fact  which  he  stated  was  this : 
that  when  a  lieutenant  of  a  company  fell  in  action,  the 
command  devolved  upon  a  sergeant,  and  that  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  officers  on  duty 
there. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  had  so  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, and  would  nse  that  fact  to  show  the  propriety  of 
referring  this  subject  to  the  Military  Committee,  because 
that  committee  could,  and  doubtless  would,  urge  upon  the 
House  a  bill  which  had  been  reported  every  year  since  he 
had  been  in  Congress,  and  the  necessity  for  which  was 
fully  shown  by  the  Florida  war.  He  alluded  to  a  bill  es- 
tablishing a  corps  of  engineers,  detached  altogether  from 
duty  in  the  line.  Every  body  knew  that  a  general  order 
had  been  issued  last  winter,  recalling  officers  of  the  army 
from  engineer  doty,  and  directing  them  to  repair  to  their 
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rMpective  ragiments.  The  cervicM  of  ihoie  afficen,  Acting 
M  engineera,  wore  very  vsefoi  to  the  coODtry,  snd  the 
preieiag  demands  for  tbem  firom  ail  qoartevs  kad  oaosed 
their  absence,  on  furloogh,  from  their  posts  im  line.  The 
experience  of  the  Florida  war  showed  the  absolute  necessity 
of  separating  the  two  arois  of  service.  Such  a  neaaure 
would,  of  itself,  be  of  great  service  to  the  organization  of 
-  the  army.  Bat  there  were  probably  othei  improvements 
which  night  be  proposed,  after  a  minute  ezammation  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  war  had  been  carried  on.  He 
desired  to  attain  some  practical  good,  instead  of  having 
merely  a  barren  inquiry,  and,  therefore,  was  in  favor  of 
referring  the  matter  to  a  committee  which  could  report 
bills  in  the  discharge  of  its  regular  duty,  instead  of  stop- 
ping with  a  resolttlion  either  censuring  or  not  censuring 
some  officer  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  regretted  that  it  became  his  doty 
again  to  address  the  House  on  this  subject ;  bu^  as  he  had 
thought  proper  to  move  an  amendment  to  tho  original  res- 
olution, and  in  consequence  of  remarks  made  to  day,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  do  so.  It  seemed  now,  from  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wjsa,]  that  he  evin- 
ces a  great  indifference  from  that  heretofore  evinced  by  him 
in  relation  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  ot  the  resolution 
offered  by  him ;  and  he  seems  to  think  that  there  is  no  dis- 
|>oaition  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  House  to  go 
into  the  investigation  proposed.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  that 
pntleman  must  see  entirely  different  from  himself,  if  he 
has  recently  discovered  any  thing  like  a  disposition  to  evade 
this  question.  He  had  expressed  himself  on  a  former  oc- 
casion in  favor  of  this  inquiry,  and  he  was  still  desirous 
thst  it  should  be  had.  He  felt  it  to  be  due  to  all  the  offi- 
cers in  the  anny  who  have  bera  engaged  in  that  unfortu- 
nate war — he  felt  it  due  to  the  Government,  and  he  felt  it 
due  to  the  people  of  the  country — and,  whatever  disposition 
the  gentleman  now  feels  disposed  to  nwke  of  this  question, 
he  hoped  the  majority  of  the  House  would  maintain  its 
original  intention  to  carry  out  the  investigation.  His  object 
in  not  wishing  tho  committee  to  sit  during  the  recess,  was 
to  save  as  much  as  possible  the  country  from  the  expenses 
already  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  parUovlar- 
ly  when  all  the  ends  of  ail  parties  asking  this  investigation 
could  be  attoined  without  it.  It  has  been  truly  and  justly 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  How- 
AEP,]  that  there  are  weighty  and  important  documents, 
which  will  occupy  the .  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  which  may  be  appointed  at  this  tioi^,  during 
the  reoesr,  which  will  give  them  the  opportunity  of  form- 
ing correct  opinions  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  enable 
them  to  proceed  promptly  to  the  exeoution  of  their  duty  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress.  But  what  astonished  him 
most  was,  to  find  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa] 
reading  letters  and  documents  to  the  House  for  the  purpose 
of  forestalling  public  opinion  in  relation  to  this  inquiry. 
Mr.  G.  confessed  that  this  was  pursuing  a  course  which  be 
had  been  taught  from  the  commencement  of  bis  political 
life,  in  all  transactions,  studiously  to  avoid.  He  had  been 
taught  that,  whenever  an  investigation  was  to  be  had 
wheie  it  was  expect^  that  all  the  testimony  would  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  every  point,  it  was  improper  to  fore- 
stall public  opinion,  and  produce  a  prejudice  in  the  public 
nund,  by  introducing  evidence  in  advance^  and  sending  it 
forth  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WISE  said  this  was  very  different  ground  from  that 
taken  by  the  gentleman's  party  last  session,  when  it  was 
insisted  on  that  specific  charges  should  be  made  against 
the  Executive  Departments  before  a  committee  should  be 
asked  for  to  investigate  them. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged  had  been  referred  to.  As 
for  himself  he  was  only  responsible  for  bis  own  aeto;  and 
the  gentleman  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  was 


among  the  first  to  advocate  the  investigalion  then  asked  for. 
He  stood  almost  alone  in  the  first  instance  in  fiivor  of  the 
inquiry. 

Mr.  WISE  would  do  the  gentleman  the  justice  to  say 
thai  he  did ;  but  at  that  time  be  was  not  exactly  recognised 
as  one  of  the  party. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  replied  that,  whether  he  was  consid- 
ered as  one  of  the  party  or  not,  no  man  in  his  section  of 
country  ever  doubted  where  he  stood  in  relation  to  the 
prominent  measures  of  General  Jackson's  administration. 
No  man  ever  donbtpd  that ;  even  his  poKticsi  enemies  nev- 
er doubted  it ;  or,  if  they  did,  no  ad  of  his  lile  anthoriied 
it,  and  it  was  entirely  gratnitons  on  thdr  part.  But  to 
proceed  to  the  question  be<ere  the  HoHse:  he  eoafeand,  so 
far  as  the  resolution  was  eoBcamad,  111*-  true  and  proper 
course,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  adopt  the  amendment 
he  had  submitted.  He  dififered  from  the  gentleman  froni 
Maryland  as  to  the  manner  in  wUeh  thi»codimillee  should 
be  appointed,  and  as  to  wh«t  oommittee  the  matter  ahouU 
be  referred  to.  In  his  opinion,  the  true  eouiae  of  policy 
was,  that  a  select  committee  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair ;  and  he  again  repeated  that,  if  the  oommittee  was  to 
efieet  any  practical  good,  it  dieuld  be  so  oansiituted  as  to 
have  the  confideneo  of  the  people  of  the  eouniry.  The 
gentleman  lirom  Tennessee  had  opposed  the  appoiotaont  of 
political  partisans  on  the  committee,  and  had  intimated 
that  he  (Mr.  G.)  bad  used  some  expressiens  of  a  similar 
nalune.  Tiiis,  however,  was  not  the  proper  inference  lo 
drafr  from  his  remarks.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  hav- 
ing political  partisans  on  the  committee  as  the  gMtleman 
himself,  but  he  desired  to  have  it  so  constitisicd  as  to  em- 
brace men  of  some  weight  of  character,  and  to  be  composed 
of  men  who  would  do  justice  to  all  the  iotereals  ooneeined. 
He  wished  to  see  the  rights  of  all  the  ofiicers  who  were  en- 
gaged in  that  service  protected,  and  the  investigation  to  be 
conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  be  of  some  practical  bene- 
fit ;  and  with  this  view  he  had  submitted  the  amendment 
now  under  consideratton. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,}  the  situation  in  which  I  stand  to  the 
ex-President  of  the  United  States,  will  not  permit  me  to 
pass  over  in  silenee  the  bitter  denunciations  which  have 
been  uttered  against  him  on  this  floor  by  gentlemon  of  the 
(^poeition.  My  attaehment  for  him  was  formed  at -an  enrly 
period  of  my  life,  under  peculiar  circumstancea,  and  the 
most  trying  scenes,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  my  thnt 
there  are  but  few  acta  of  his  whole  life,  either  civil  or  mil- 
itary, which  baa  not  served  to  increase  ratW  than  to  di- 
minish that  attachment.  But  to  what  source  shall  I  trace 
this  violent  opposition  to  him ;  the  bitter  invectives  which 
have  been  heaped  upon  bun,  emanating  from  the  most  bit- 
ter feelings  1  Sir,  to  his  hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  to  the  veto  which  he  stamped  upon  the  bi)i  re- 
chartering  that  institution  in  1882;  because  he  had  the 
moral  courage  to  effect  that  which  his  friends  in  this  House 
failed  to  effect;  because  be  threw  himself  in  the  breach,  and 
armed  vrith  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  people^  and  soe- 
taiaed  by  the  oonstitution,  grappled  with  the  monater,  and 
triumphantly  overthrew  it.  This,  ah,  •*  is  the  liMd  and 
flront  of  all  his  offending,*'  and  to  this  eaum  alone  may  be 
traced  the  vindietive  feeling  of  his  adversaries.  But,  eir, 
we  hail  that  act  as  the  greatest  in  his  political  career;  one 
that  has  ooversd  him  with  glory,  and  one  that  will  serve  to 
perpetuate  his  name  and  his  memory,  even  if  unconnected 
with  any  other  act  of  his  life.  Sir,  the  character- of  An- 
drew Jackson  is  the  prsperty  of  his  country ;  has  services 
are  too  well  known  to  that  country  not  to  be  appreciated  ; 
they  have  securfrd  to  him  the  affiwtiona  of  the  people,  which 
the  combinations  fidf  his  enemies  can  never  deprive  him  of. 

Permit  me  (said  Mr.  G.)  here  testate,  that  he  was  in 
hopes  he  would  not  have  found  it  neoessaiy  to  vindicate 
the  character  of  one  needing  no  vindication ;  but  my  leel- 
ing^  under  the  circumstances,  could  not  and  cannot  be 
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controlled.  I  listened  with  pain  and  regret  to  the  uncalled 
lor  and  nnquelified  aboee  of  him.  « I  heard  ranch  deelam- 
atioo  wilhont  argument,"  and  the  foulest  chaiges  without 
proo^  and  oepecially  by  one  from  whom  it  wee  Imt  little  ex- 
pected. I  mean  the  gentleman  from  Maeaachueetta^  [Mr. 
CusHiHe,]  who  epoke  in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  and 
who  pronounced  that  war  ae  ene  of  the  damning  sine  of  the 
Govemment,  and  a  foul  blot  on  the  Amerioan  character ; 
thia,  U»,  before  an  invertigation  wai  had,  thereby  prejudg- 
ing the  caae,  and  charging  it  home  upon  General  Jaekaon. 
Better  things  wefe  expected  from  that  quarter.  For  my 
ptf^  I  have  always  listened  to  him  with  the  greatest  pleaa- 
ure.  Hie  arguments  have  generally  been  respectful  and 
«Me,  and  Irra  from  personal  abuse;  but,  in  the  present 
case,  he  has  wandered  from  his  usual  course^  and  I  envy 
hiin  not  the  position  he  occupied  en  that  eccasion.  Many 
othen  have  been  kvieh  of  their  abase  of  .the  ex*Presideni 
and  of  his  measures;  but  I  shall  not  stop  spatially  to  reply 
to  them.  I.  feel  no  disposition  to  do  ao,  as  it  will  be  an 
ojueceesary  consumption  of  the  time  of  this  House,  but 
must  invoke  the  pardon  of  the  House  for  making  a  general 
fire  at  the  whole  flock,  and  lell  them  that  the.nnmeroHs 
squibs  they  have  fired  will  have  abont  as  much  efieot  upon 
the  chaiaelsr  of  Andiew  Jackson  before  the  people  of  this 
nation,  as  the  firing  of  pop-guns  woold  have  upon  the  rig- 
ghig  of  the  eplendid  Peitasylvania^. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  O.,)  that  venerable  patriot  nevet  expected, 
and  never  asked,  forgtvenese  at  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 
He  knew  be  bad  incurred  their  etenud  dbpleaauie.  He 
never  expected  fuarters  firom  those  wfaoee  piide  and  pleaH- 
ure  had  been  to  embitter  hie  declining  years,  whose  objects 
were  to  thwart  the  views  of  his  administration  in  eveiy 
prominent  measure,  to  triumj^  in  the  misfortunes  of  their 
Government,  to  rejoice  in  the  distresses  of  the  people,  and 
to  prevent,  aa  for  as  posible,  the  relief  of  those  distresses^ 
with  a  view  to  the  overthrow  of  the  administration,  and  to 
ride  IhemssiNes  into  power  in  the  midst  of  those  distresses. 
In  Gondneion,  sir,  and  aa  the  time  advances  when  it  is  ex- 
pected be  will  make  his  final  exit'  « to  that  bourn  from 
whence  no  traveller  setuma,"  and  as  the  time  approaohes 
wheo  we  may  expect  to  hear  <*  that  he  has  slept  the  sleep 
of  death,"  and  doeed  his  earthly  career,  I  wish  to  be  per- 
mittsd  to  say  U>  those  infloenced  by  such  feelmga,  and  con- 
trolled by  auch  motivee,  looking  aa  he  doee  to  his  conn- 
trft  good,  he  has  never  been  inclined  to  hold  commnnion 
with,  or  extend  to  them  the  hand  of  followriiip. 

Mr.  CAMBR£L£N6  here  called  for  the  orden  oi  the 
dey. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  genOeman  froB>  New  York  to 
postpone  that  call  for  the  present,  at  the  samB  time  intima- 
ting hie  wish  to  spoak  on  the  resolution  before  the  Houee. 
[Cries  of  •<  Go  on !  go  on  !*'  from  ^Xi  quarters^] 

Mr.  CAMBRELIBNG  refiMed  to  withdcaw  the  call  for 
the  ordere  €i  the  day,  as  the  morning  hour  had  more  than 


The  celt  for  the  ordem  was  not  sustained,  (the  vote 
being  92  to  84,)  and 

Mr.  ADAMS  rteumed  the  floor  and  said :  I  tender  to 
the  Henee  nay  thanks  for  their  indulgence  in  permitling 
me  to  addrese  them,  and  I  promise  not  to  abuse  their  kind- 
iiea«  by  treepassing  long  upon  their  time; 

Mr.  8pei^r,  referring  to  the  elegant  classical  alltteion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Howaeu,]  who 
propaane  to  refer  this  investigation  toth^  MiMttry  Com- 
mittee, I  hail  with  joy  this  reappeanmoe  of  the  sweet 
fountain  Arelhusa.     But  I  must  ssy,  with  the  Roman  poet, 

**  Sic  tiW,  cum  flucuis,  suUerlabere  Sicaaos 
"  Dons  amaia  suam,  non  Uttennisceat  undam.*' 

Let  not  the  bitter  waters  of  the  Doiu  be  mingled  with  the 
■MllifloociB  stream  of  Arethosa— and  the  Dori$,  in  this  case, 
I  moot  frankly  admit  is — ike  MiUiary  ComrmiUe. 
Sir,  how  is  that  committee  constitnted  1    The  gentle- 
VoL.  XIV*.— 81 


man  from  Virginia,  the  mover  of  this  resolution  has  told 
the  House  in  one  point  of  view  there  are  on  this  commit- 
tee eight  friends  of  power — an  honorable  denomination 
which  I  take  from  the  gentleman  fi'om  Virginia,  who  told 
the  House  the  other  day  that  he  first  came  to  this  House/, 
himself  one  of  that  number — eight  friends  of  power,  and 

one  friend  to what  shall  I  say  ?  friend  .to  his  eoontiy  ? 

No !  That  would  imply  that  the  others  are  not  friends  to 
their  country,  which  I  am  bound  not  to  believe ;  shall  T  say 
friend  to  liberty  1  No !  for  the  same  reason — ^I  suppose 
them  all  friemds  to  liberty-^well,  I  will  say,  a  firiend  of  his 
country,  who  is  not  the  friend  of  power.  This^  sir,  is  (he 
objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  my  judgment 
a  ve^  valid  objection.  But  I  have  the  same  objection,  in 
another  point  of  view  deeply  interesting  to  my  own  im- 
mediate constituents.  How  is  that  committee  constituted 
with  reforence  to  the  different  sections  of  the  country  1 
There  are  eight  gentiemen  upon  that  committee  ftom  rt- 
giotts  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  but  one  member 
alone  firom  Mnine  to  Virginia ;  eleven  States ;  and  that  ts 
my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Kxmblx]  from  New  York,  who 
is  as  worthy  as  any  individual  gentleman  can  possibly  be 
of  sndi  a  position  on  that  committee.  He,  alone,  repre- 
sents theiebn  his  own  *<  empire  State,"  ta  well  as  all  the 
New  England  States,  and  those  of  New  Jersey,  Penns}'!- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

Why,  Mr.  AnAm  wooM  ask,  was  the  Military  Com- 
mittee thus  constituted  1  Why  are  not  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  represented  in  that  committee  ?  Have 
they  no  interest  in  the  subjects  which  are  the  peculiar  to- 
pics of  in^ry  and  action  &eret  Upon  what  principle  are 
committees  of  this  House  constituted  1  Mr.  A.  said  his 
constituents  had  certainly  a  deep  interest  in  those  topics. 
A  vast  amount  of  their  money  had  been  expended  on  the 
leoommendaiion  of  thai  committee.  Now,  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  HoWAnn]  bad  urged  the  refiirence 
of  thie  lesoluliun  to  that  commiHee,  and  be  (Mr.  A.)  was 
giving  hs  reasons  why  thsit  reference  should  not  be  made. 
And  this  was  a  good  argument,  too,  be  contended, 
against  the  use  of  the  ordinaiy  mode  of  appointing  commit* 
lees  in  this  House,  in  the  present  case.  He  alluded  to  the 
observation  of  Mr.  Wise,  who  had  said  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  oonkl  not  be  impartial  in  appointing  sncb 
cemmittees.  They  must  all  have  a  prepondemnce  of  the 
<  ^  finends  of  power. "  He  had  some  experience  of  the  truth 
of  this  remark  for  some  sessions  past ;  and  with  reference, 
too,  to  -these  very  matters.  And  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  had  taken  place  there  not  quite  two 
yeari)  ago.  He  showed  from  the  journal  that,  on  the  IMh 
January,  188§,  Mr.  Bill,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  moved  for  a  similar  inquiry  with  that  pro- 
posed by  the  resolntion  under  consideration,  vrith  power  to 
the  committee  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  resolu- 
tion was,  agreed  to.  It  gav«  the  committee  power  to  inves* 
iigate  thia  very  same  subject,  because  the  Florida  cam- 
paigns were  legitimate  and  proper  matters  of  inquiry,  in  all 
their  details,  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  ABairs.  What 
followed  ?  And  here  Mr.  AnAXS  read  again  from  the  jour- 
nal, and  ahowed  that,  on  the  I sH of  July,  1886,  Mr.  Bbll, 
from  theOoramitteeon  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  resoln- 
tion to  the  effisct  that  that  committee  have  power  to  sit  in 
the  receiks  for  the  purpoee  «^  completing  the  investigation. 
'What  were  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  tiiis  resolu- 
tion 1  First,  there  was  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
This  did  not  succeed.  Then  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  and  not  sustained.  Afterwards  that  motion  was 
renewed,  and  on  the  main  question  (upon  the  resohition) 
being  put  to  the  Hoose,  the  vole  was  87  to  87.  The  Speak- 
er voted  in  the  negative,  and  the  resolution  was  sent  to 
<'  the  tomb  of  the  Capolets !" 

Then  there  was  a  memorial  presented  here  by  Mr.  Lewts, 
of  Alabama^  oompbiining  of  certain  alleged  abuses  in  the 
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msnsgement  of  these  wan.  That  gentleman  proposed  iU 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affniniy  with  power 
to  sit  in  the  receea,  and  to  authorize  three  or  four  of  their 
numlier  to  act  upon  it.  What  then  ?  A  member  from 
Louisiana,  not  now  in  his  place,  [Mr.  Riplst,]  moved  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes. 
No  sooner  said  than  done !  And  now,  sir,  asked  Mr.  A., 
has  any  gentleman  of  this  House  ever  heard  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  from  that  day  to  this,  a  single 
word  in  relation  to  the  matter  1  a  single  word,  as  to  the 
investigation  of  frauds,  alleged  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  memorial  to  their  representatives  1  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  canying  on  of  campaigns  costing  so  many 
millions  of  money  1  He  paused  for  a  reply.  Had  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  heard 
any  thing  from  the  quarter  to  which  it  had  been  referred, 
upon  that  subject  1  Had  the  Speaker  of  the  House  done 
so  1  Had  there  ever  been  a  message  from  the  Executive 
sent  to  this  House  on  the  subject  1  He  heard  no  answer 
to  these  inquiriefi ;  and  he  was  warranted  in  saying  that 
there  had  been  nothing:,  nothing  whatever,  done  upon  the 
matter.  And  with  these  examples  before  him,  with  the 
uniform  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker,  in 
similar  casea,  before  him,  how  could  he  be  in  favor  of  the 
ordinary  mode  of  appointing  committees  of  that  House  ? 
.  It  was  mockery  to  refer  such  subjects  to  such  committees. 
He  much  preferred  the  election  ol  the  proposed  committee 
by  ballet,  for  these  reasons. 

Now,  Mr.  Adams  admitted  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  to  put  a  majority  of  the  '*  friends  of 
power*'  upon  a  committee  thus  chosen.  And  it  was  pos- 
sible that  the  mojnrity  would  even  fill  the  committee  with 
nine  '<  friends  of  power,"  instead  of  eighty  and  one  who 
was  not ;  while,  if  the  Speaker  were  to  appoint  it,  ho  might, 
at  all  events,  place  one»  perhaps  two;  and,  in  an  extreme 
and  unusual  moment  of  liberality,  might  even  place  three 
friends  to  the  investigation  on  the  committee.  In  making 
.these  allusions  to  the  Speaker,  Mr.  A,  said  it  was  his 
intention  to  be  perfectly  respectful  as  a  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  A.  further  contended  that,  in  the  appointment  of 
committees  of  investigation,  the  same  parliamentary  rule 
which  regulates  the  appointment  of  standing  and  ordinaiy 
committees  does  not  apply.  And  he  referred  to  the  con- 
stant usage  of  the  British  Parliament,  in  which  it  was  nni- 
versally  the  practice  to  place  on  committees  of  inquiry  a 
majority  of  members  in  favor  of  the  proposed  investigation. 
It  was  certainly  a  mockery  of  common  sense  that  it  should 
be  otherwise. 

Mr.  AnAMs  went  into  an  examination  of  the  reason  why 
investigating  committees  hitherto  appointed  by  this  House 
bad  never  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them.  He  refer- 
red to  the  liberal  mode  of  proceeding  in  these  committees. 
When  any  speoific  point  was  to  be  inquired  into,  the  ques- 
tion was  always  forbidden  to  be  put  by  the  minority,  and 
the  investigation  was  smothered,  upon  the  ground  that 
there  should  be  <<  specific  charges,"  before  the  action  of 
the  committee  should  be  proper!  « Specific  charges!" 
and  here,  this  morning,  a  gentleman  read  to  ue  letteia  from 
good  authority  containing  such  charges ;  and  now  what 
arejwe  told  1  That  that  is  prejudging  the  eases  to  be  in- 
vestigated !  And  this  is  the  two-edged  sword,  of  too 
much  specification  on  the  one  side,  and  none  at  all  on 
the  other,  which  is  wielded  against  the  Inends  of  investi- 
gation ! 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  again  hoping  that  the  proposed 
committee  would  be  appointed  by  ballot ;  and  that  that 
committee  might  not  be  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
the  majority  of  whom  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  is  in  the  habit  of  calling  on  so  success- 
fully to  « toe  the  mark!" 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  **  bill 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,**  as  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  question  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  UHDEmwooD,  as  modified  by  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Pattoh. 

Mr.  BOND  addressed  the  House  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKlM  denied  that  the  sale  of  the  United  States 
Bank  bonds  would  bring  an  immediate  supply  of  money 
into  the  Treasury  ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  there  must,  at 
least,  be  a  delay  of  four  or  five  months  expended  in  the 
negotiation,  at  a  probable  loss  too  of  from  four  to  six  per 
cent,  and  then  the  Government  would  be  likely  to  get  in 
return  only  bank  notes.  He  was  not  unfriendly  towards 
any  banks;  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  could  not  pay  out  bank  notes ;  they 
would  be  useless  to  the  Treasury. 

Another  consideration  was,  that  the  bonds  given  by  the 
bank  were  for  two  millions  each,  an  amount  that  would  be 
inconvenient  to  negotiate  in  London,  and'  how  ^d  they 
know  that  the  bank  would  consent  to  divide  them  up  into 
bonds  of  a  smaller  size,  say  for  a  thousand  dollars  each  ? 
He  apprehended  that  it  would  not  only  interfere  with  the 
arrangements  of  the  bank,  both  here  and  in  London,  but 
that  it  would  be  found  to  be  against  their  interest  to  do  so. 

Again,  in  point  of  economy,  there  wiHild  be  saving  by 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  How  1  Why,  the  United 
Sutes  Bank  bonds  bore  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  where- 
as the  Treasury  notes  would  not  probably  bear  a  higher 
rate  than  three  or  four,  or,  at  the  most,  &ye  per  cent. 
The  saving  would  be  the  difference  between  those  two  rates 
ef  interest  on  several  millions  of  doUara— no  slight  con- 
sideration. 

Again,  there  would  be  a  probable  loss  on  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  from  their  par  value,  of  from  five  to  six  per  cent. ; 
for,  by  the  latest  advices  from  the  Englbh  money  market. 
United  States  Bank  bonds  were  at  M  or  96  there.  This, 
too,  was  independent  of  the  exchange,  whatever  it  might 
be,  and  the  commission  or  expenses  of  negotiation. 

Another  objection  he  had  to  the  amendment  was,  that  it 
would  be  disreputable  to  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
Government  to  be  selling  its  securities  in  the  market.  The 
same  objection  would  also  apply  on  die  part  of  the  bank 
itself;  fyr  she,  no  more  than  merchants,  would  like  to  see 
heriliabilities  hawked  for  sale.  Moreover,  the  United  Sutee 
would  have  to  endorse  the  bonds  before  they  could  be  ne- 
gotiated at  all ;  and  he  was  indisposed  to  place  the  Gov- 
ernment in  so  disrepiUable  a  position. 

Now,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  Treasury  notes  1 
Why,  they  would  be  equal  to  so  much  gold  and  silver 
thrown  out  among  the  community,  for  they  would,  when 
out,  be  received  by  the  Government,  in  payment  of  dues, 
as  gold  and  silver,  and  the  creditors  of  the  Government 
would  gladly  take  them  as  such,  as  they  could  readily  paee 
them  as  sudh,  becauae  they  would  be  sought  after  by  the 
importing  merchant  to  pay  his  bonds.  Moreover,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  not  attempt  to  issue  more 
than  were  applied  for.  It  was  then,  in  effect,  putting  eo 
much  gold  and  silver  into  circulation  the  moment  the  bill 
passed. 

Mr.  BOND  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  the  gen- 
tlenrain  to  say  that  paper  could  be  made  equal  to  gold' and 
silver. 

Mr.  McKIM.  Certainly  not.  He  meant  only  to  con* 
vey  the  idea  (hat  the  1*reasury  notes  would  answer  in  the 
place  of  gold  and  silver,  being  receivable  fur  the  dues  of 
the  Government,  and  its  claimants  being  glad  to  get  hoM 
of  them.  After  a  few  further  remarks  of  the  same  tenor,  M  r . 
McK.  concluded  by  hoping  the  House  would  pasa  the  bill 
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in  Hs  origioil  form  m  it  came  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  for  he  considered  the  amendment  would  be  de- 
structive to  the  business  of  the  Treasury,  which  was  in  im- 
mediate  want  of  the  means  for  canyin;  on  the  GoTern- 
ment,  and  which  it  could  not  procure  under  the  operation 
tion  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CC78HING  addressed  the  House  at  length  in  op- 
position  to  the  bill ;  and  aller  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BELL 
and  Mr.  McKIM,  the  hour  having  «rrived,  the  House  took 
its  usual  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

£vs2riN0  Sessiojt. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsidemtion  of  the  bill  report- 
ed from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Umon,  <*to  authorise  the  issuing  of  'i'rsasuTy  notes." 

The  question  being  on  the  following  amendment,  mov- 
ed OD  Thursday  by  Mr.  Ukdirwoos,  viz : 

"That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to 
sell  and  transfiBr  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  bonds 
or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Penn- 
syNania,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  apply  (he  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  theiTreasury :  Provided^ 
keipofer.  Thai  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dmres  of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  less  sum  than  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt,  exclusive 
of  interest.'* 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated  that  upon  this  amendment 
depended  the  fate  of  this  bill ;  because,  if  it  should  be 
adopted,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  would  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stater.  He  ahoufd 
therefiDre  ask  for  a  full  attendance  of  the  House,  and  should 
move  for  a  call,  [the  House  was  still  Han,]  unless  some 
gentleman  wished  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  for  one,  was  inclined  to  vote  for  tbe 
amendment.  He  could  not  see  how  its  adoption  would  place 
the  Government  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
Tbe  object  in  aelling  them  was  to  command  an  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
admitting  the  bank  would  become  tbe  purchaser,  so  much 
specie  would  be  drawn  from  its  faults,  and  he  did  not  see 
how  Government  could  be  injured  by  having  a  debt  thus 
paid  in  advance. 

Mr.C  AMBRELENG  wished  to  state  that  he  had  not  said 
the  United  States  Bank  would  be  the  direct  purchaser,  but 
that  the  bonds  would  be  bought  up  by  the  agents  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  then  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  not  risen,  sir,  to  take  part  in  this 
already  protracted  debate,  but  to  reply  very  briefly  to  the 
extiaofdinary  declaration  this  moment  uttered  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Cam- 
saxxxve.]  He  said,  sir,  "that  upon  this  amendment 
depended  the  fate  of  the  bill;  because,  if  it  should^  be  adopt- 
ed, the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.'*  For  one,  sir, 
I  was  &TOfably  inclined  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentfeflsan  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UNnxmwoen;]  but  if  tbe 
cfaarrman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  can  coui- 
vince  roe  of  tbe  truth  of  his  remark,  I  will  most  cheerfully 
reUnquish  my  determination  to  support  the  amendment. 
Bot,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  such  can- 
not in  my  jadgment  be  the  operation  of  the  amendment 
onder  eonsideratJon.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  any  unpreju- 
diced mind  in  this  Hall  can  come  to  such  a  conclusion. 
What  does  tbe  bill  propose,  sir  1  To  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  Treasury  notes  to  tbe  amount 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the 
fsith  ol  the  United  States  is  solemnly  pledged.  And  why 
asnre  proposed,  but  to  supply  the  Treasury  with 
lof  msetiog  the  variuus  demands  upon  iti  Well, 


sir,  what  does  the  amendment  which  has  thus  been  de- 
nounced  propose  ?  Nothing  more  than  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  negotiate  a  sale  of  the  bonds 
held  by  the  Government  upon  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  provided  they  can  be  sold  for  tbe  nomi- 
nal amount  of  them,  and  apply  the  funds  thus  obiained  to 
the  uses  of  the  Treasury.  If,  then,  this  object,  the  first 
contemplated  by  the  amendment,  can  thus  be  attained  by 
the  use  of  means  belonging  to  tbe  Government,  why,  I 
ask,  sir,  shall  we  not  adopt  it  1  Why  hold  up  these  bonds, 
if  we  can  convert  them  without  loss  into  available  funds  ? 
Sir,  it  will  be  difficult  to  furnish  any  one  good  reason 
against  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  if  in  other  respects 
it  be  free  from  the  objections  urged  against  it,  and  which 
I  will  now  briefly  notice.  It  is  contended,  sir,  that  the 
amounts  of  the  bonds  in  question  are  so  large  as  to  exclude 
from  competition  individual  or  private  capitalists;  and 
hence  they  will  be  purchased  in  Chestnut  or  Wall  street  by 
the  agents  of  the  bank.  I  am  willing,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, to  admit  that  such  may  be  the  case,  but  still  I 
deny  the  truth  of  the  declaration  that  the  Government  will 
thereby  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  «*  defunct  mon- 
ster," which  so  constantly  haunts  the  imagination  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Nor 
can  the  Government  lose  a  dollar  by  thus  throwing  into 
the  market  a  fund  unsuited  to  the  investment  of  private 
capital,  and  which  it  cannot  divide  to  suit  the  means  and 
capacities  of  purchasers,  because  the  same  amendment  con- 
tains another  provision  which  puts  this  argument  to  rest, 
by  expressly  prohibiting  the  Secretary  from  selling  the 
bonds  for  any  thing  less  than  the  nominal  amount  of  them. 
Let  us,  then,  suppose  that  tbe  bonds  are  purchased  by  the 
agents  of  the  banks  upon  the  terms  proposed  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  what  is  the  necessary  and  inevitable  result  ? 
Why,  sir,  according  to  my  understanding,  so  far  from 
placing  the  Government  under  the  control  of  the  bank,  we 
should  reah'ze  in  advance  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  in 
one,  two,  and  three  years,  and  that,  too,  in  the  gold  and 
silver  of  the  frightful  monster  itself. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  always  entertained  great  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Caxbiielxno,]  but  upon  this  subject  I 
must  be  permitted  to  think  that  he  is  under  a  strange  and 
most  palpable  delusion.  Sir,  can  it  be  that  I  mistake  the 
true  operation  of  this  amendment  1  Can  it  be  that  the 
withdrawal  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  specie  from  the 
vaults  of  the  bank,  and  transferring  it  to  the  Treasury, 
will  increase  the  dependence  of  tlie  latter,  or  the  power  of 
the  former  ?  No,  sir,  the  proposition  is  absurd  in  tbe  ex- 
treme, and  I  cannot  and  will  not  assent  to  it. 

But  another  objection  has  been  made  to  the  amendment, 
to  which,  whilst  I  am  up,  I  will  reply.  It  is  apprehended 
that  these  bonds,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Government, 
might  find  their  way  to  Europe,  and  thus  increase  the  for- 
eign balance  against  us.  I  am  willing,  again,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  to  admit  the  truth  of  this  objection;  but 
I  beg  those  who  give  to  it  any  consideration,  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  under  tbe  amendment,  we  must  receive  for  tbe 
bonds  their  nominal  amount  in  available  fundf>,  and  wheth- 
er we  receive  it  from  our  own  capitalists  or  those  abroad, 
we  shall  be  upon  safe  ground,  so  long  as  we  receive  in  re- 
turn the  same  amount  in  gold  and  silver.  But  gentlemen 
forget  to  remember  that  this  objection  applies  with  equal 
force  to  the  bill,  without  the  amendment,  because  juur 
Treasury  notes,  issued  by  the  authority  and  upon  the  faith 
of  this  Government,  will  be  just  as  likely  to  cross  the  great 
waters,  and  increase  the  foreign  balance  against  us,  as  the 
bonds  which  we  propose  to  sell,  with  this  difference  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment,  that  the  bill  without  it  may  in- 
crease that  balance  against  the  Government,  whilst  the 
amendment  would  only  increase  the  balance  ogainst  tbe 
«« the  monster." 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  prefer  the  amendment  for  another  reason. 
I  regard  these  bonds  as  a  legitimate  fiind  belonging  to  the 
Government,  and  am  willing  to  make  them  available  if  I 
can  to  the  Treasury,  rather  than  saddle  the  nation  with 
another  public  debt,  as  we  must  do,  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  upon  your  table.  Much,  however,  as  I  deplore  that 
evil,  I  would,  if  no  other  alternative  was  at  hand,  adopt  it 
to  savo  the  Treasury  of  the  nation  from  bankruptcy.  But, 
by  adopting  the  amendment,  you  supply  the  wantoof  your 
Government,  and,  at  I  he  same  time,  avoid  the  necessity 
of  creating  a  debt,  which  must  be  paid  under  your  unjust 
and  unequal  system  of  taxation.  And  why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
permit  me  to  ask,  should  we  reject  the  amendment,  if  the 
only  object  be  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treasury  with  a 
hard-money  constitutional  currency  ?  Sir,  I  confess  that 
the  strong  repugnance  manifested  from  a  certain  quarter, 
for  every  proposition  to  replenish  the  Treasury  save  one, 
and  the  pertinacity  with  which  that  one  is  supported,  has 
awakened  my  suspicion  as  to  the  true  character  and  object 
of  the  measure.  If  we  propose  to  sell  our  bank  debt,  it  is 
objected  to,  ahhough  warmly  recommended  by  General 
Jackson  in  1834,  in  whose  footsteps  gentlemen  were  once 
wont  to  tread.  If  we  propose  U)  authorize  the  Secretary 
to  borrow  money  upon  the  faith  of  the  Government,  the 
measure  is  objected  to.  If  it  is  proposed  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  subordinate  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  from  circulating  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  whilst  they  have  on  hand  and  in  their 
custody  gold  an  J  silver  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  that 
measure,  too,  is  objected  to.  And  I  repeat,  sir,  with  none 
other  than  feelings  of  profound  regret,  thai  the  discussion 
which  has  taken  place  upon  these  several  amendments  has 
excited  my  suspicion,  and  I  now  declare  it. 

I  have  heard,  sir,  in  the  progress  of  this  debate,  senti- 
ments advanced  upon  this  floor,  by  some  of  my  political 
friends,  agrainst  which  I  must  enter  my  most  solemn  pro- 
test. An  honorable  and  esteemed  colleague  of  mine  upon 
my  left  [Mr.  Rirxa]  took  occasion  yesterday  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  the  object  of  which  seemed  to  be 
to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  Treasury  notes  as  a  paper 
currency.  He  is  reported  to  have  said  that,  <*  while  they 
(Treasury  notes)  met  and  relieved  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  would  equally  meet  the  great  wants  of  the 
people  by  giving  them  a  uniform  circulating  medium.''  And 
again  he  is  reported  to  have  said  that  *<  these  notes  (Trea- 
sury) would  at  once  reduce  the  balance  of  exchange  with 
England ;  and  this  would  operate  to  prevent  their  depre- 
ciation. Treasury  notes,  he  says,  would  circulate  better 
without  bearing  interest  than  with  a  low  rate  of  interest, 
and  were  th  eamouut  $40,000,000,  instead  of  $10,000,000, 
it  would  be  a  safe  and  salutary  measure,  and  the  very  best 
thing  Congress  could  do."  Now,  sir,  these  are  sentiments 
which  I  was  not  prepared  to  expect,  and  to  which  I  can 
never  subscribe.  Sir,  at  the  time  that  these  remarks  were 
made  by  my  colleague,  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  1  was 
gratified  to  believe  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  dissented  from  them.  But  that  gentle- 
man has  since  assumed  grounds  in  debate,  which  satisfies 
my  mind  that  he  too  looks  to  and  advocates  this  bill  as 
something  more  than  a  means  of  furnishing  an  embarras- 
sed Treasury  with  hard  money  to  meet  the  demands  upon 
it.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  pause,  and  review 
the  sentiments  they  have  avowed.  I  implore  them  to  pause 
before  they  give  their  consent  to  a  measure  fraught  with 
consequences  so  dangerous  as  the  emission  of  a  Treasury 
paper  currency,  based  upon  the  public  faith,  and  controlled 
by  the  will  of  one  man,  already  cloihed  with  extraordinary 
powers.  Our  pre^nt  (Executive  may  be  honest  and  trust- 
worthy. I  hope  and  sincerely  believe  he  is — but  even  to 
him,  sir,  I  will  not  consent  to  surrender  a  power  of  such 
a  fearful  character.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  the  part  of  prudence^ 
or  a  wise  forecast,  to  legislate  in  reference  alone  to  the 


present  incumbent  of  the  Executive  chair;  hot  we  sbonld 
look  to  the  future  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  guard  with  care 
and  circumspection  the  liberties  of  the  people  from  the 
grasp  of  unhallowed  ambition.  I  will  not  stop  now  todilat« 
upon  the  evils,  or  dwell  upon  the  ruinous  consaqnenoes, 
which  must  follow  the  establishment  of  a  system  which, 
once  matured,  will,  in  my  homble  judgment,  be  fkr  more 
dangerous  to  the  institutions  of  our  country  and  to  iho 
liberties  of  the  people,  than  that  «  defonct  monster,"  whos« 
ghost  seems  to  be  constantly  flitting  before  the  affrighted 
imaginations  of  gentlemen  here  who  support  this  measure, 
which  I  fear  is  the  precursor  of  a  system  of  Government 
paper  oarrenoy,  which,  in  the  list  of  "nonsteni,"  might 
well  lie  called  « legion." 

The  amendment,  however,  does  not  propose  a  sale  of 
the  bank  bonds,  as  the  only  means  of  relief  to  the  Treas- 
ury, but  goes  further,  and  in  the  event  that  this  measure 
shall  fail,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  anihorized 
to  borrow  an  amoant  of  money  upon  the  faith  of  the  Got- 
ernment  equal  to  the  nominal  valne  of  the  bonds.  And» 
sir,  the  honorable  mover  of  the  amendment  has  signified 
bis  willingneae  so  to  modify  the  second  section  of  his 
amendment  as  to  leaTO  it  to  the  Houae  to  say  what  aura 
may  thus  be  borrovred  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
still  it  is  objected  to,  not  becaoae  it  will  not  meet  the  em- 
ergencies of  the  Treasury,  but  because  it^  sapersedes  tho 
issue  of  ten  millions  of  inconvertible  Treiasnry  paper  cur- 
rency, which  the  Government  cannot,  and  will  not,  re- 
deem upon  presentation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  principle  a  hard-money  man,  and 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  that  the  patriotic  people 
whom  I  have  the  distinguished  honor  to  represent  upon 
this  floor  prefer  the  constitutional  currency  of  onr  fiithen 
to  any  paper  money,  your  Treasury  notes  included.  But, 
whilst  I  say  this,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  am  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the  contemplated  era- 
sade  against  the  existing  institutions  of.  Virginia  and  her 
sister  States,  to  accomplish  the  narrow  object  of  supplying 
the  Government  alone  with  the  conatiftotional  currency; 
and  I  now  admonish  gentlemen  that,  until  they  propooe  a 
measure  broad  and  cooiprehensive  enough  to  aepafito  the 
great  body  oi  the  people  from  the  banks,  I  will  not  co-ope« 
rate  with  them  in  giving  effect  to  a  partial  restricted  meas- 
ure, which  furnishes  a  hard-money  currency  only  to  them, 
who,  in  the  better  days  of  our  republic,  were  regarded  ae 
the  mere  sOrvanta  of  the  people,  and  considered  amenable 
to  them.  Now,  air,  I  am  not  the  man  to  advocate  here, 
in  my  representative  capacity,  any  measvre  which  will 
provide  gold  and  silver  for  myself,  and  other  fonotionarieo 
of  the  Government,  whilst  the  people  are  left  to  endure  all 
the  evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  money. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  details  of  this  moM* 
ure,  growing  out  of  the  palpable  injostice  which  must  re- 
sult, from  the  denominations  of  these  Treasuiy  notes,  to 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  11^  sir,  as  is  now  too 
obvious  for  the  most  incredulous  to  d  >obt,  these  nolea  are 
to  circulate  and  perform  all  the-funotions  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency, they  cannot  roach  the  pocket  of  the  poor  man,  but 
must  serve  alone  the  purpose  of  the  wealthy,  who  alone 
can  command  the  benefit  of  a  currency  in  denominatione 
of  one  hundred  dollars.  Another  effisct  of  this  meesuie,  I 
fesr,  will  be  to  cripple  still  more  the  Stale  banks,  now  rap- 
idly recovering  from  the  shock  by  which  the  whole  mone- 
tary system  of  the  comronniiy  has  been  so  recently  coavnU 
sed  to  its  centre;  and,  whilai  it  may  relieve  the  Govern- 
ment, may  at  the  same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  great 
.  body  of  the  people. 

But,  Mr.  S^ker,  in  every  aspect  of  this  question,  look- 
ing to  it  not  as  a  party  question,  but  one  purely  financial, 
my  mind  still  inclines  me  to  the  amendment,  a^  the  most 
safe,  wise,  and  salotary,  and  certainly  most  conpat&ble 
with  the  constitution.    Sir,  there  is  another  feeture  in  the 
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which  oomnuidt  mj  appralMtion,  and  it  it 
this :  it  propofles  4  pbiD,  difect,  and  oiie<|iiiTocal  aoda  of 
aocoAplubiiig  the  very  objeot  which  genUemen  proStm  to 
haw  IB  new— tho  relief  of  the  Treaeory.  And,  for  one,  I 
prefer,  ab,  to  plant  myself  upon  that  platn  provision  of  the 
eonstttatxoB  which  authorises  Congress  *'  to  borrow  money 
npon  the  faith  of  the  United  States,*'  and  thnsto  meeit  and 
provide  for  th6  tzigeoctcs  of  the  Treasory,  rmtker  than 
adopt  the  meaeare  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which,  if  not  of  doubtful  legality,  is  in  every  way 
excepciottable  in  pottey.  Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ibar  that 
this  Treasury  currency  is  relied  upon  lo  givo  life  and  vigor 
to  the  new  eehome,  now  for  the  first  time  recommended, 
of  separating  the  Government  from  the  banks,  whilst  the 
people  are  M  to  etraggle  with  all  the  evils  of  a  paper  cur- 
i«n^.  If  so,  sir,  I,  for  one,  shall  hesitate,  as  ono  of  the 
admlnistntion  party,  before  I  can  take  to  my  embrace  a 
baathag  which,  I  foar,  is  the  mere  pieeunor  of  a  bank  and 
a  paper  camneocy  far  more  formidable  and  dangerous  than 
any  lo  be  found  in  the  history  of  this  country.  Sir,  I  am 
apposed  to  that  indirect,  ambiguous,  and  equivocal  system 
of  legislation  which  chaiaoterises  the  measure  under  con- 
sUeration,  a*  calculated  to  deotroy  that  cheek  npon  our 
Gondnet  hero  whbh  will  ever  result  from  an  eflfoctive  and 
practical  lesponsibUity  to  our  oonetituents;  and  hence>  in 
my  poor  judgment,  we  sliould  always  provide  by  an  actual 
appropriation  for  every  loan  which  we  aotboriie,  and  which 
is  not  done  In  the  bill  upon  your  table.  I  know,  sir,  that 
in  tfaeoe  times  such  sentimenu  are  likely  to  be  regarded  as 
M  iMhioned  or  radical;  but  the  time  will  come,  must 
eome,  when  they  will  be  appreciated.  That  system  of  in- 
direct legislation,  which  seeks  to  avoid  a  just  and  full  re- 
^onsihility  to  the  people,  may  be  submiited  to  for  a  time, 
but  win  in  ttie  end  receive  its  merited  ooodemnation  by  an 
abused  and  indignant  community  of  intelligent  freemen. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misunderstood  upon 
this  subject.  I  am  willing  to  extend  to  the  Treasury  im- 
mediate and  ample  relief,  by  any  meann  compatible  with 
Che  conslitoiion  and  my  convictions  of  public  duty ;  nor 
will  I  be  drawn  from  this  determination  by  any  doubt 
which  may  be  entertained  as  to  the  real  amount  necessary, 
nor  by  the  asperities  of  party  intolerance,  tho  prominent 
iwie  of  onr  deliberations  and  councils  here.  Yes,  sir,  I 
am  willing,  and  stand  ready,  to  vote  any  sum,  in  the 
bounds  of  reason,  which  the  {Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
coDf ider  nocessary  to  meet  the  moit  liberal  wants  of  the 
Guvenimettt ;  and  if  he  asks  more  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 
bim  to  his  just  responsibifity  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure,  not  as  one  of  finan^ 
cial  relief,  but  one  for  the  emission  often  millions  of  paper 
currency,  obnoxious,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  the  ob- 
jections of  an  executive  bank,  b^sed  not  upon  the  means 
of  immedinte  convertibility,  but  upon  the  plighted  fiitth  of 
the  nation,  which  I  maintain  can  be  pledged  only  for  a 
lean.  In  my  humble  judgment,  sir,  this  project  is  fraught 
with  mischief;  ami  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  distrust 
and  alarm.  Admoniihed  as  I  am,  by  a  short  experience 
in  the  piaelaeal  administration  of  this  Government,  that  its 
tendency  is  to  enlarge  its  powen  by  gradual  and  impercept^ 
iUe  innovations  upon  the  rights  of  the  Sutee  and  of  the 
people,  I  look  to  the  future  with  all  the  forebodings  of  one 
fally  impresaed  with  the  solemn  conviction  that,  if  not  re- 
adied, and  successfully  resisted,  at  the  threshold,  it  will 
end  in  coneoldidation,  and  consolidation  in  the  overthrow 
ef  onr  institutions  and  the  downfall  of  our  liberties. 

Sir,  it  has  been  weH  remarked,  in  the  progress  of  this 
debate,  that  money  is  power ;  than  which  none  is  more 
meicenary  in  its  inflictions,  or  more  difficult  to  resist  It 
conneeta  itself  with  every  class,  and  every  interest,  and 
addreeaes  itself  to  every  passion  of  human  nature,  and  con- 
■titntes,  in  the  hande  of  ambition,  the  most  potent  engine 
for  mischief  and  oppression.    Pardon  me  then,  sir,  in  view 


of  the  extraordinary  powera  already  vested  in  the  Execu- 
tive, if  I  pause  when  asked  to  go  another  step— to  arm  that 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government  with  a  power  to  con- 
vert the  public  faith  into  a  banking  capital  for  the  emission 
of  an  inconvertfhle  paper  medium,  subject  to  no  other  law 
than  the  uncontrolled  will  of  one  man ! 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  my 
most  perfect  willingness  and  anxiety  to  replenish,  by  any 
lawful  means,  the  national  Treasury.  I  prefor  first  to  ap> 
ply  the  means  already  on  hand,  as  contemplated  in  the 
amendment  offiired-by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  UNSBBWoon.]  If  that  proposition  shall  fail, 
then  I  shall  prefer  a  direct  loan,  to  be  redeemed  by  the 
hank  debt,  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  [Government ; 
and  I  would  set  it  apart  by  law  for  that  specific  purpose. 
If  that  proposition  be  aUo  negatived,  and  the  House  deter- 
mine  to  authorize  the  proposed  emisrion  of  Treasury  notes, 
then  I  shaH  be  in  favor  of  these  notes  bearing  inlerost,  un- 
der the  hope  that  their  drtuUMfm^  as  a  eumenetf^  may  in 
that  way  be  prevented,  and  the  Government  compelled  to 
eonveri  them  into  money.  If  tliese  several  propositions  be 
rejected,  I  shall  find  myself  placed  in  a  situation  of  extreme 
solicitnde,  anxious  to  extend  relief  to  the  Treasury  by  any 
and  every  mode  sanctioned  by  the  constitution  and  the 
long-established  usage  of  the  Government,  but  compelled 
to  withhold  relief,  only  becauee  an  unrelenting  majority  in 
this  House  will  have  no  other  measure  of  relief,  than  one 
which  I  am  constrained  to  regard  as  dsmgerouf  to  the  sta^ 
bility  of  our  free  institutions,  and  subveiaive  of  the  liberty 
and  proeperity  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer  by  the 
expreesion  of  any  apprehensions  of  my  own,  as  to  the  ob- 
jeots  of  this  measurs^  or  the  danger  of  its  ripening  into  a 
permanent  system.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
the  magnitude  of  the  consequences  which  such  a  system 
cannot  foil  to  prodmse.  I  hope^  nr,  most  devoutly,  that 
Biy  fean  may  never  be  realised ;  but  I  should  be  unfsithful  . 
to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  if  1  did  not  declare^ 
fearlessly^  that  I  look  to  the  present  measure  as  laying  the 
foundation  of  a  system  which,  if  ever  established,  must 
end  in  revolution  or  despotism. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Houae  either,  sir,  by  inquiring  into 
the  causes  of  our  pecunisry  embarrassment.  I  am  content 
to  leave  that  to  others,  who  deem  it  a  fit  subject  for  present 
diseunion.  I  will  act  the  humbler  part  In  this  emergency, 
ef  one  who  might  ehanee  to  see  the  Treasury  on  fire,  that 
wouM  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  manner  of  the 
conflagration,  but  aid  in  the  immediate  extinguishment  of 
the  flame.  I  will  say,  however,  that,  great  as  the  real  distress 
may  bor  I  am  sstisfied  it  has  been  grestly  magnified ;  I  am, 
nevertheless,  ready  and  willing  to  afford  any  relief,  within 
the  power  of  Congreas,  to  all  classes  and  to  every  interest 
in  our  common  country.  I  am  one  of  those,  sir,  who  look 
more  to  the  energies  of  the  people,  and  resources  of  the 
country,  for  permanent  and  subetsntiel  relief  than  to  any 
measure  which  we  can  devise. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  this  day  declaring  in  my  place,  that 
my  sympathies  do  not  incline  me  so  much  to  minister  to  the 
insatiable-appetites  of  federal  ofliceholders,  as  to  the  ameKor- 
ation  of  the  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  upeo 
whoee  honest  contributions  we  ell  depend.  And  let  me 
now  say  to  my  political  associates,  that  no  party  consider-^  * 
ations  shall  ever  enlist  my  bumble  aid  in  the  co-operation 
of  a  measure  which  looks  only  to  the  advancement  of  the 
few,  to  the  injury  and  oppression  of  the  many.  I'here  ar^ 
sir,  occasions  fit  and  proper,  Sn  my  judgment,  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  pMty  preforence  and  party  feelings,  but  these  oe- 
casions  are  always  secondary,  and  ought  to  be  nmde  sub* 
oniinate  to  the  higher  considerations  of  the  country  and  the 
furtherance  of  sound  political  principles,  which  constitute 
the  only  Kgament  which  ought  to  oonnect  and  unite  us  in 
onr  par^  associations. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  deeply  imprened  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  to  the  Uoase  for  its  kind  indulgence,  and  still 
more  for  the  patient  attention  with  which  my  very  desulto- 
ry remarks  upon  tliis  occasion  have  been  beard.  And 
whilst  for  this  manifestation  of  the  kindness  of  the  House^ 
I  return  the  humble  tribute  of  my  most  profound  acknowl. 
edgement,  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  take  as  a  compliment 
to  myself  what  I  am  sure  has  been  alone  due  to  the  impor- 
tance and  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WISE  eulogized  his  colleague  on  the  course  he  had 
just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  find  displayed  so  honorable 
and  independent  an  opposition  to  th6  bill.  Mr.  W.  then 
road  several  extracts  from  President  Jackson's  messages  of 
1834  and  1836,  to  show  that  the  sales  of  Govemmont  stock 
in  the  United  States  Bank  had  been  recommended  by  the 
President  at  those  periods. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
£Eillen  from  other  members  in  the  course  of  the  debate  upon 
his  amendment,  he  desired  to  make  a  few  explanatory  re- 
marks. The  gentleman  across  the  way  [Mr.  Patton]  ex- 
pressed great  surprise  at  the  quarter  in  which  the  amend- 
ment originated ;  while  the  memlter  to  my  left  (Mr.  Cax- 
BRiLXNo]  is  astonished  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
should  have  felt  any  surprise,  since  the  amendment  had 
been  proposed  by  a  known  friend  of  the  bank.  It  may  be 
inferred  from  these  statements  that  I  have  been  actuated  by 
some  sinister  motive;  that  I  have  designed  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  bank  at  the  expense  of  that  of  the  country. 
[Mr.  Caxbublxko  disclaimed  any  intention  to  impute  an 
unworthy  motive  to  Mr.  U.,  who  continued.]  I  have  never 
(said  Mr.  U.)  been  connected  with  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  present  bank  of  that  name,  in  any 
manner  which  could  bias  my  judgment.  I  have  never 
owned  one  dollar  of  stock  in  either.  I  have  never  borrow- 
ed one  cent  from  either  bank  on  my  own  account.  I  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  considerable  sums  to  the  late  bank, 
.  as  surety ;  and,  with  that  exception,  have  had  no  transac- 
tions with  these  banks.  At  this  time  I  am  not  the  debtor 
of  the  bank  in  any  way.  I  know,  sir,  that  I  am  wholly 
uninfluenced  in  offering  the  amendment  by  partiality  or 
hatred  to  the  bank. 

My  amendment  is  based  upon  a  very  obvious  principle. 
If  I  owe  money  and  have  it  not,  I  am  bound  by  law  and 
morals  to^get  it.  If  a  neighbor  owes  me,  or  I  have  his 
bond  not  yet  due,  I  may  and  ought  to  raise  the  money  upon 
the  debt  thus  owing  to  me,  if  I  have  no  better  means.  If 
I  can  sell  my  neighbor's  bond,  without  sacrifice,  to  pay  my 
debts,  who  can  or  will  blame  me  ?  I -do  not  injure  him, 
and  I  benefit  myself.  Now,  sir,  apply  the  case.  I'he 
Government  wants  money  ;  it  holds  bonds  on  the  bank ;  it 
owes  debts  and  must  pay  them ;  my  amendment  proposes 
to  sell  the  bonds  without  sacrifice,  and  apply  the  proceeds 
in  discharge  of  what  the  Government  owes.  I  prefer  this 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  by  issuing  Treasury  notes 
or  by  borrowing  money;  but»  to  guard  against  the  possibil- 
ity of  failing  to  sell  the  bonds  for  their  nominal  amount,  I 
provide,  in  case  the  bonds  cannot  be  sold,  that  the  Secre- 
tary may  borrow  six  and  a  half  millions.  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  grant  all  the  facilities  necessary  to  maintain  the 
cMdit  of  the  Government*  and  to  give  vig^r  and  health  to 
its  operations,  and  1  never  will  be  influenced  by  a  spirit  of 
factious  opposition  to  any  administration. 

I  have  accepted  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Patton,!  because  it  can  do  no 
barro,  and  it  may  afford  some  additional  facilities  to  the 
Secretiry  of  the  Treasury.  He  now  draws  checks  or 
drafts  on  the  deposits  banks^  knowing  at  the  time  they  will 
not  be  paid.  If  the  creditors  of  Government  will  accept 
Bttch  drsAs  hereafter,  let  them  do  it.  Perhaps  the  banks 
may  pay  some,  and  if  they  will  not,  then  let  those  drafts  be 
received  in  payment  for  duties,  taxes,  or  public  land.  This 
practice  cannot  make  things  worse.     It  may  relieve,  to 


some  extent;  and  T  therefore  accepted  the  gentleman's 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  my  own. 

Some  gentlemen  have  supposed  that  the  limitation  which 
my  amendment  contemplates,  in  regaid  to  the  amount  to  be 
borrowed,  is  objectionable.  They  apprehend  that  six  and 
a  half  millions  is  too  small  a  sum.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
amply  sufficient  But,  out  of  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
others,  I  will  defer  offering  that  part  of  the  amendment 
until  the  House  has  decided  on  the  first  part  of  my  proposi- 
tion. If  the  first  part  be  accepted,  I  will  then  offer  the 
second,  leaving  the  amount  blank,  so  that  the  House  may 
fill  it  at  its  discretion. 

In  these  amendments  I  have  had  no  intention  to  embar- 
rass the  Government.  I  have  been  actuated  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  support,  instead  of  pulling  down.  And  I  cannot 
help  wishing  most  ardently  that  the  scheme  I  have  present- 
ed may  find  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  House.  I  shall 
feel  happy,  very  happy,  if  my  ofl^red  substitute  is  accepted 
in  lieu  of  the  bill — a  bill  which  lays  the  foundation  for  a 
Government  bank  and  paper  money,  subiect  to  the  control 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  if  the  day  ever 
comes  when  the  Executive  of  this  nation  shall  control  at 
his  will  and  pleasure  a  Government  bank,  with  millions  of* 
money,  through  such  agents  as  he  may  choose  to  employ, 
removable  at  his  pleasure,  lending  it  out  in  such  sums  and 
to  such  persons  as  he  pleases,  that  day  will  be  signalized, 
in  the  annals  of  time,  for  the  overthrow  of  American 
liberty  ! 

I  did  not  rise  to  make  an  argument  or  to  go  at  large  into 
the  discussion.  The  whole  subject  has  been  ably  debated 
by  others,  and  by  none  more  so  than  the  gentleman  to  ray 
right,  [Mr.  Hopkihs,]  a  son  of  the  Old  Dominion— a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  where  I  drew  my  first  breath ;  and 
whose  speech  and  nativity  oombined  have  produced  in  my 
bosom  very  fraternal  feelings  towards  him.  I  am  anxious 
that  my  amendment  may  be  tested  by  the  vote  of  the  House 
without  further  delay. 

Mr.  HAYNES  repUed  to  Mr.  Wiss  that  the  saleof  the 
bank  stock  severed  ail  connexion  of  the  Government  with 
the  bank  as  a  partnership  concern ;  but  that  was  no  rea- 
son Government  ought  not  still  to  hold  the  bonds  of  that 
institution  taken  in  payment  for  tlie  stock. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  these  bonds  were  a  mere  liquida- 
tion of  the  account  of  value  of  the  stock ;  and,  whUe  the 
Government  held  them,  the  connexion  still  continued  as 
though  it  held  the  stock. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  have  no  objection  to  the  sale  of 
these  bonds,  if  it  could  be  done  fairly,  for  their  full  value ; 
but  this  would  take  time,  and  the  Treasury  must  have  im- 
mediate relief.  He  denied  that  the  bill  was  deceptive ;  every 
man,  on  reading  it,  must  perceive  it  was  a  bill  for  a  loan  ; 
what  else  was  it? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  rose  and  said,  if  the  adminisUa- 
tion  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  raise  a  suffi- 
ciency of  money  to  meet  the  reel  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  cause  of  these  per- 
severing efforts  to  raise  it  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
UiTDKRWooD,]  as  modified,  proposed  to  give  the  right  to 
dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six  millions  due  from  the  Batik 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pat- 
Toir,]  if  he  understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  State  banks,  which  held  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions of  public  money.  If  these  resources  should  prove  in- 
sufficient, authority  might  be  conferred  to  borrow  whatever 
sum  might  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  But 
none  of  these  obvious  and  ordinary  methods  of  replenish- 
ing the  Treasury  will  now  answer  the  purpose.  Nothing 
will  do  but  to  resort  to  the  extraordinary  and  dangerous  re- 
TOurce  of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  In  times  of  great 
diflSculiy,  when  engaged  in  war  wiih  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful nations  of  Europe,  we  were  coinpelled»  from  sheer 
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nccetnty,  to  nlopt  Ibal  nMthod  of  rawing  ftnpplies.  Dar- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  we  had  issued  upwards  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its  close  these 
bills  were  so  depreciated  that  they  were  funded  at  100  for  1. 
Such  wera  the  evils  attending  the  system,  that  the  framers 
of  the  constitution,  to  guard  against  their  recurrence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  interdict  iSe  States  in  express  terms 
from  emitting  bills  of  credit.  I  will  not,  air,  (said  Mr.  R.,) 
at  this  time  enter  into  the  question  whether  the  power  thus 
prohibited  to  the  Sutes  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
ment. There  is  much  force,  all  must  admit,  in  the  refer- 
ence made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CusHiire]  to  the  journal  of  the  convention,  showing  that 
a  propoeition  to  clothe  this  Government  with  the  power 
was  ezpreaaly  overruled.  With  those  who  rely  on  the 
same  ground,  not  verified  by  the  journal,  but  depending 
on  the  memory  of  members  of  the  convention,  as  an  argu- 
ment agaioat  the  power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  Uiis 
referenee  ought  to  be  conclusive.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
power  was  not  expressly  granted,  as  were  those  to  lay 
taxes  and  borrow  money  ;  and  the  rule  of  interpretation, 
as  gives  by  the  constitution  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not 
delegated  Co  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  It  is 
obvious  that  its  exercise  by  the  General  Government  is 
equally  dangerous;  indeed,  liable  to  much  greater  abuse. 
The  States  can  etttct  none,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
except  those  within  their  respective  limits;  but  we  m<iy 
inundate  the  Union  with  a  spurious  currency ;  and  when 
the  system  shall  be  once  commenced,  no  one  can.  undertake 
to  aay  where  it  is  to  stop.  During  the  late  war,  immedi- 
ately alter  it  waa  declared,  Congreas  again  resorted  to  an 
issue  of  Treaeury  notee^at  first  upon  a  moderate  scale, 
only  five  millions  of  dollars.  But  from  time  to  time,  other 
and  larger  iasues  wera  authorized,  until,  at  the  end  of  two 
or  three  years,  twenty-five  millions  were  authorised  at  a 
daah.  So  it  may  be  again.  We  begin  now,  in  a  period 
of  profound  peace — for  I  will  not  dignify  the  Indian  hunt 
in  Floridb  with  the  name  of  war — with  an  issue  of  ten  mil- 
lions for  the  service  of  this  remnant  of  the  year.  Those 
who  oige  the  measure  may  mean  in  good  faith  to  go  no 
further.  But  who  shall  say,  when  we  have  once  tasted 
the  sweets  of  the  poison,  when  we  have  indulged  in  the 
practice  of  raising  money  by  this  pernicious  process,  with- 
out inc»rring  responsibility,  to  wlkat  extent  it  will  be  car- 
ried 1  What  is  now  proposed  as  a  temporary  expedient 
nay  beeome  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government.  Sir, 
I  proteal  agamst  it  as  a  dangerous  practice.  Obsta  prin^ 
dpiU.  Our  only  safety  is  in  resisting  it  at  the  threshold. 
Ijet  D8  for  a  moment,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  to  our  actual 
position ;  and  we  cannot  but  be  amazed  at  the  point  to 
which  we  have  arrived.  But  a  few  months  since,  the  late 
Prsfldeiit  congratulated  the  country  on  the  success  of  his 
fffiirte  to  wetore  a  sound,  constitutional  currency.  But 
one  ahoft  month  since,  the  present  President  gave  his  re- 
eommendation  in  favor  of  a  hard-money  f^stem,  as  the 
only  one  proper  for  the  Government  to  tolerate.  He  seems 
dispneed  to  reject  convertible  paper,  even  during  the  pres- 
ent diffioalty  of  procuring  the  precious  metals.  And  now 
it  is  gravely  proposed  to  manufticture  ten  millions  of  paper 
■MMiey  for  circulation,  not  only  without  a  specie  basis,  but 
without  the  pledge  of  any  definite  fund  for  its  ultimate  re- 
demption. But,  sir,  strange  as  this  may  appear,  the 
sehsine  is  not  altogether  a  novelty.  A  petition  was,  du- 
ring the'preaent  session,  referred  to  the  committee  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  (Judiciary,)  from  a  Mr. 
Sargent,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  for  the  establishment — not  of 
a  eotn  mint,  for  there  is  one,  he  says,  already — but  of 
what  he  calls  a  general  print  mint  at  Washington,  for  the 
emiasion  of  paper  money  to  the  amount,  perhaps,  of  two 
handreil  millions  of  dollars^  as  a  currency  for  the  United 
States.     The  money  to  be  manufactured  he  proposes  to 


call  «« print,"  from  the  first  sellable  of  the  word  "  print- 
ing;" as  the  first  syllable  of  tlie  word  «  coining"  gives  the 
name  of  "coin."  So  that  the  thing  may  bo  readily 
understood.  When  you  receive  hard  money,  you  are  to 
say  I  was  paid  in  coin  ;  when  you  take  paper,  I  was  paid 
in  print.  His  plan  is  given  in  detail,  and,  as  you  may 
suppose,  sir,  was  the  subject  of  merriment,  of  derision,  in 
the  committee  reom.  The  committee  did  not  deign  to 
give  it  a  serious  consideration.  It  served  only  to  excite  their 
risible  muscles,  and  to  create  no  very  favorable  impressions 
of  the  state  of  the  petitioner's  understanding.  Well,  sir, 
to  my  great  surprise,  here  is  the  scheme  before  us — not  cor- 
responding in  amount,  ^ot  pretty  much  the  same  in  prin- 
ciple— gravely  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means ;  the  establishment  of  a  manufactory 
of  paper  money — a  print  mint  here  in  Washington.  We 
begin  at  length  to  understand  what  the  exclusive  friends 
of  a  hard-money  Government  mean  by  the  term.  They 
are  to  issue  bits  of  stamped  or  printed  paper,  and  call 
them — not  «  print,"  as  Mr.  Sargent  honestly  calls  his— 
but  gold  and  silver.  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  McKtx,]  deeply  versed  in  all  moneyed  con- 
cerns, and  who  has  been  so  highly  complimented  for  his 
financial  talents,  tells  us,  in  so  many  words,  these  ten  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes  are  ten  milliions  of  gold  and  silver. 
When  the  gentleman  made  the  remark,  he  forcibly  remind- 
ed me  of  my  Lord  Peter,  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  1'he  an- 
ecdote, no  doubt,  is  familiar  to  all.  Beef,  it  had  been 
said,  contained  the  quintessence  of  partridge,  and  quail, 
and  venison,  and  wild  duck ;  and  so,  my  Lord  Peter  in- 
sisted, did  his  wheaten  loaf.  In  this  conceit,  he  invited 
his  brethren  to  dine  with  him.  The  repast  consisted  alone 
of  this  wheaten  loaf.  He  asked  them  if  they  would  eat  a 
bit  of  the  mutton ;  and,  when  they  assented,  cut  his  loaf, 
and  handed  a  slice  to  each.  They  supposed  he  was 
jesting ;  but,  finding  him  in  earnest,  they  remonstrated, 
and  had  the  boldness  to  deny  that  bread  was  mutton. 
Lord  Peter  argued  the  point  with  them  for  some  time ;  but 
finally  cut  the  matter  short  with  this  unanswerable  argu- 
ment :  He  said  he  would  affirm  it  to  be  as  good  mutton  as 
any  in  Leadenhalt  market;  and,  if  they  did  not  believe  it, 
they  deserved  to  be  eternally  damned.  So,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  talis  us  his  Treasury  notes,  his 
**  print,"  is  gold  and  silvev-^nothing  leas ;  and  all  who  do 
not  credit  it  are  to  be  condemned  outright  as  mere  infidels 
and  heretics.  Sir,  it  is  not  gold  and  silver,  nor  their 
equivalent.  The  Government  may  as  well  issue  the  Ger- 
man silver  cents  recently  coined  by  the  man  with  the 
Dutch  name,  (Feuchtwanger, )  and  tell  ua  each  is  a  coin 
of  pure  gold,  of  the  value  of  $10,000,  as  to  stamp  worth- 
less paper,  and  tell  us  it  is  gold  and  silver,  or  of  equal 
value  with  them.  It  will  depreciate,  as  it  has  always  de- 
preciated. Indeed,  unless  I  am  misinformed,  it  is  destined 
to  commence  its  cireulation  considerably  below  par. 

[Mr.  Wise  here  remarked  that  the  fiict  was  as  his  col- 
league had  stated  it.  He  held  the  document  in  his  hand 
that  proved  it.] 

Mr.  RoBEBTSoir.  Will  my  colleague  oblige  me  by 
reading  the  proof  to  which  he  refere  1 

[Mr.  WisR  read  from  the  document  a  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retory of  the  Treasury  from  Ward,  Prime,  and  King,  rela- 
tive to  the  value  of  Treasury  notes  in  the  market.  Mr. 
CAMBHaLSiTo  observed,  that  was  a  letter  from  the  gentle- 
msn*s  own  friends.  ] 

Mr.  RoBSRTsoi?  resumed.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  says  this  offer  is  from  our  own  friends ;  yet  I  am 
told  it  is  the  best  that  has  been  made.  I  have  not  the 
honor  of  being  acquainted  with  these  friends  of  ours,  but 
I  am  happy  to  learn  we  have  such,  who  will  give  more 
for  the  Government  paper  than  the  friends  of  the  gentle- 
man and  of  the  administration.  This,  then,  is  the  true 
state  of  the  case :  our  paper  is  actually  dishonored  in  ad- 
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vance ;  and  gentlernen  who  will  not  lower  the  digaity  of 
the  Government,  by  selling  the  bonds  due  to  11%  or  by 
borrowing  money,  are  ready  to  throw  our  own  paper  into 
the  market  at  a  discount  of  six  or  eight  per  cent.  Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  to  it.  These  Treasury  notes,  if  really  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  are  unnecessary. 
There  are  other  and  ample  resources  at  the  command  of 
the  Government.  If  designed  for  circulation,  they  are 
both  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional.  Why  should  the 
Government  discredit  and  reject  the  currency  of  the  States — 
that  which  our  State  Governments  accept  in  payment  of 
taxes,  and  which  our  citizens  receive  from  each  other  ?  It 
would  be  regarded  as  oppressive  in  the  State  Governments, 
dishonorable  on  the  part  of  individuals  at  this  time  to  ex- 
act gold  and  silver.  Why  should  this  paternal  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  not  receive  what  the  State  Gov- 
ernments receive — what,  indeed,  our  people  alone  can 
procure?  And  what  right,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  this 
Government  to  create  a  paper  currency  1  They  have  a 
right  to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coins ;  but  they  have  no  right  to  put  a  stamp 
upon  paper,  and  call  that  coining  money.  The  constitu- 
tion nowhere  warrants  such  a  process. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  appears  to  me 
substantially  the  establishment  of  a  Government  bank.  If 
the  paper  be  designed  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Treas- 
ury becomes  a  bank  of  issue  and  circulation  merely.  But 
the  scheme  goes  further.  It  authorizes  not  only  the  pay- 
ment of  these  notes  to  public  creditors,  but  the  borrowing 
of  money  upon  their  credit.  What  is  this  in  efiect  but  a 
banking  operation  ?  You  apply  to  the  SecreUry,  who  is 
thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and  propose  to  lend  him  half  a 
million  or  a  million  of  dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate 
want  of  the  money.  You  offer,  for  a  given  sum  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  monthly,  in  munitions  of  war,  in  rations,  or  in 
money,  until  an  amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  notes  in 
the  market  shall  be  fumiiSied.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
law  to  prevent  such  a  negotiation. 

But  how  does  it  differ  in  substance  from  a  bank  loan  \ 
In  a  negotiation  with  the  bank,  you  give  your  note,  and 
usually  receive  the  notes  of  the  bank  as  money.  In  that 
supposed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  give 
your  note  or  agreement,  and  receive  Treasury  notes — the 
notes  of  the  Government— which  are  to  answer  all  the  pur^ 
poses  of  money.  In  form,  you  are  the  lender ;  in  effect^ 
the  borrower.  Call  the  plaa  by  what  name  you  will,  it  is 
a  bank  in  its  essential  features,  or  destined,  if  persisted  in, 
to  become  one.  It  is  now  but  in  the  egg  state ;  and  I 
would  crush  it  in  the  egg. 

I  am  opposed  to  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  9 very  form  in  which 
it  can  be  presented ;  though  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  It  is  not 
that  I  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the  Government,  or  its  per- 
fect ability  to  redeem  ten  times  the  amount  authorized  by 
the  bill.  It  is  becauae  I  believe  the  measure  unnecessary, 
if  not  unconstitutional.  It  is  because  all  eiperience  has 
shown  that  the  power  of  raising  money  in  this  form,  eva- 
ding a  direct  re^iponsibility,  is  fraught  with  mischief.  It 
will  be  abused,  as  it  has  always  been  abused.  I  will  re- 
sort to  any  and  every  other  usual  method  of  supplying  t|ie 
necessary  wants  of  the  Government.  I  will  vote  for  six 
millions,  or  ten  millions^  if  really  needed  ;  to  be  raised  by 
a  sale  of  our  claims  upon  our  debtors ;  by  way  of  loan,  or 
by  a  tax ;  but  I  will  vote  for  no  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
for  no  indirect  loan,  nor  for  any  sum  whatever  to  create  a 
surplus  beyond  the  actual  wants  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  L£GAR£  rose  and  said :  If  the  House  will  indulge 
roe,  sir,  at  this  late  hour,  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subject  before  it. 

I  candidly  confess  I  have  been  all  along  favorable  to  the 
issuing  of  these  (Treasury)  notes,   without  interest,   or 


bearing  very  small  loterMt— t«ro  or  three  per  oent.  at  the 
outsido— because  I  thought  they  vtfouU  answer,  and  an- 
swer very  effectually,  the  double  purpose  of  relieving  the 
Government,  and  relieving,  in  alouMt  an  equal  degreu,  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  I  bvre  no  dread  at  all  of  such 
an  issue  leading  to  %  system  of  paper  money,  as  has  been 
said  here  and  elsewhere.  For  one  I  go  for  no  such  sys- 
tem. I  do  not  claim  for  the  Government  the  right,  under 
the  constitution,  of  furnishing  a  circulating  oMdium,  as 
such,  to  the  community.  •'But  there  is  no  sueh  power  in- 
volved in  the  amendment  on  your  table,  or  in  that  modifi- 
cation of  it  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  and  which  I  great- 
ly prefer.  It  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  most  usual  forms 
oi  borrowing  money,  within  the  very  letter  of  the  oonsti- 
tution.  That  powor  is  vested  in  Congress  without  any 
qualification  or  reserve  whatever,  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  shall  be  exercised.^  By  what  authority^-with 
what  color  of  plausibility,  can  gentlemen  pretend  to  aay  to 
us,  you  may  borrow  thus,  but  not  thus — thi»  form  of  loan 
is  legal,  that  an  unheard  of  and  flagrant  usurpation  ?  Caa 
it  be  pretended  that  the  founders  of  this  Government^  look- 
ing forwaid  to  the  infinitely  diversified  exigenries  of  a 
society  intended  to  be  perpetual,  spreading  over  a  country 
vast,  almost  beyond  description,  in  extent,  exposed  to  aJl 
the  vicissitudes  of  peace  and  war,  of  prosperity  and  distren, 
deliberately  deprived  it  of  a  means  of  raising  money,  to 
which  it  has  already  been  forced,  on  a  memorable  oocaaion, 
to  resort,  and  whi^  is  perfiecUy  familiar  in  the  practice  of 
every  Government  in  the  civilised  world ;  and  that,  too, 
when  the  power  is  Gonvayed  ia  terms  M  bxge  and  com- 
prehensive as  language  can  b#  ?  I  say,  sir,  that  this  con* 
vonient  form  ofioan,  which  consisis  chiefly  in  tnttcipating 
to  meet  casual  exigencies,  the  onnont  revenues  of  a  coun- 
try, is  to  be  met  with  everywhere  in  Europe.  Every 
body  has  heard  of  the  distinction  between  floating  and 
funded  debt.  In  England  there  is  always  e  Ur^  amount 
of  ezchequer  bills  in  the  market  The  securities  of  ths 
Bank  of  England  consist  almost  exclusively  oi  then^  as 
combining  safety  and  convenience  in  the  highest  possibia 
degree.  In  the  continental  States,  Treasury  bonds  are  jast 
as  common.  In  short,  if  we  were  not  the  only  people  upon 
earth  so  happy  as  to  know  only  by  hearsay  of  the  expe- 
dients to  which,  in  the  conduct  of  difficult  afiatrs,  States 
are  everywhere  compelled  to  resort,  gentlemen  wonldi 
scarcely  ezpress  such  nouie  astonishment  and  elem  at  one 
of  the  most  usual  of  them. 

But  I  repeat  it,  sir,  I  am  not  committing  myself  feo  tlie 
doctrine  that  thi9  Government  has,  under  the  oonatitntion, 
an  unlimited  contiol  over  our  eurrency,  either  in  this  or 
in  any  other  form.  You  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  my  opin- 
ions are  upon  that  subject,  from  those  generally  entertained  in 
the  part  of  the  country  which  I  have  tho  honor  to  represent. 
I  have  done  too  much  in  my  humble  way  to  fortify  and  t# 
diffuse  those  opinions ;  I  know  too  well  their  importance* 
in  a  Government  constituted  as  this  is,  to  the  weaker  psin 
of  the  confederacy,  and  especially  pow  that  thqt  weaker 
part  seems  threatened  with  serious  aggression,  to  abandon 
them,  nay,  nor  to  bate  one  jot  of  their  rigor  and  stamnesaiy 
for  the  sake  of  a  mere  momentary  relief  and  oonvenienoe. 
I  admit  that  when  this  House  is  called  upon  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  issue  Treasury  notes,  as  in  every  other  case  of 
loan,  it  ought  to  see  that  the  Government  really  waots 
money,  and  wants  it  too  for  bona  fide  fedorsi  (not  nation- 
al, as  they  are  called,  or  notional)  purposes.     That  is  the 
restriction,  sir.     That  ia  the  sounid  practical  rule  from 
which  I  will  never  consent  to  depart ;  and  if  I  did  not 
think  that  it  applied  to  our  actual  situation,  I  should  op. 
pose  not  only  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  every  other  bill  for 
raising  supplies  at  the  present  moment     But  the  ease  pre* 
sen  ted,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  consider  Uie 
matter,  made  out  by  the  Executive,  is  that,  withont  presaisi^ 
with  a  most  rigid  and  probably  ruinous  seventy  upon   it« 
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debtors,  the  deposite  banks  and  the  merchants ;  without 
aggravating,  beyond  ezoression,  the  calamitous  condition 
of  the  times,  it  most  resort  to  you  for  temporary  aid— for 
authority  to  anticipate  the  fruits  of  our  leturning  prosperi- 
ty, without  formally  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new  nation- 
d  debty  and  to  create  a  species  of  loans,  which  will  not 
only  famish  you  with  the  means  you  want,  but,  incident- 
ally, relieve  Uie  embarrassments  of  the  community,  and, 
especially,  in  the  great  and  important  Interests  of  our  do- 
mestic exchanges. 

fiat,  says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  me,  (Mr. 
Wisa,)you  are  turning  the  Government  into  a  bank — ^you 
are  creating  a  great  political  corporation  to  trade  in  money, 
at  the  very  moment  that  you  decide  it  to  be  inexpedient  tO' 
charter  a  commercial  corporation  for  the  same  purpose. 
Why,  sir,  according  to  this  very  novel  definition,,  every 
debtor  is  a  banker — it  is  the  borrower,  not  the  lender,  that 
belongs  to  that  privileged  class.  (A  laugh.)  If  this  is 
true,  we  are  a  nation  of  bankers, — [**So  you  are,"  from 
Mr.  Wisa] — <* over-banked,"  to  use  the  common  phrase, 
with  a  vengeance.  But  on  what  possible  ground  can  such 
a  proposition  be  advanced  1  The  States,  it  is  said,  are  for- 
hidden  to  issue  bills  of  credit.  What  are  bills  of  credit  1 
Mr.  Madison,  as  appears  from  one  of  the  documents  laid 
upon  our  tables,  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  some  distinc- 
tion in  Pennsylvania,  affirms,  without  hesitation,  and  as  a 
thing  qm'fe  settled,  that  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  such 
paper — ^its  distinctive  characteristic,  its  specific  difference, 
ao  to  apeak — that  it  be  made  a  legal  tender. 

[Mr.   RoBuiTsc^,  of  Virginia.     It  has  been  decided 
otherwise. 

Mr.  LiGARX.     Where,  when,  by  whom  1 
Mr.  RoBimTsov.     By  Judge  Story.]     (Cries  of  "go 
OB,  go  on.") 

Mr.  LiMSAKK  continuing.  Sir,  I  will  examine  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  opinion  presently.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  leave  to  state  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Madison  only  re- 
peated, in  the  letter  alluded  to,  the  opinions  which  he  had 
previously  either  expressly  or  implicitly  advanced,  not  cas- 
uaJIj,  loosely,  or  inconsiderately,  but  in  the  most  deliber- 
ate manner,  and  on  the  most  momentous  occasions.  In 
bis  first  message  to  Congress  in  the  session  of  18 15-*  16, 
be  goes  even  further  than  in  that  letter — further,  as  I  have 
said,  than,  as  at  present  advised,  I  am  quite  willing  to  fol- 
low him.  He  distinctly  presents  in  that  state  paper,  the 
alternative  of  a  national  bank  or  a  Government  currency. 
Kow,  sir,  I  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  the  House  and  to  truth,  I 
owe  it  to  my  own  station  here  and  the  candor  which  I  ever 
feel  myself  obliged  to  practise  in  debate,  to  state  that 
GeoeraJ  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  report  upon  the  bank 
in  1791,  does  seem  to  treat  such  Government  issues  as  the 
very  description  of  bills  of  credit,  so  notorious  under  the 
eld  order  of  things,  and  therefore  interdicted  forever  to  the 
legidation  of  the  States.  He  admits,  indeed,  that  the  inter- 
dict does  not  apply  to  us,  directly,  but  he  very  reasonably 
thinks  that  it  at  least  hints  a  rule  for  the  conduct  of  this 
GoTernment,  which  it  ought  not  lightly  to  neglect.  To 
take  ap  the  matter  on  principle  it  might  well  be  asked, 
what  harm  is  done  by  the  issue  of  paper  which  nobtxly  is 
obliged  to  receive,  and  every  body  may  profitably  use,  in 
payment  of  public  dues  1  But  even  if  you  allow,  as  I  will 
not  ondertsike  to  deny,  that  a  mere  issue  of  currency,  as 
sacb,  comes  within  the  prohibition — what  do  you  mean  by 
carrency  t  Is  it  pretended,  for  example,  that  the  States, 
with  their  vast  residuum  of  political. power  and  public  duty, 
cannot  borrow  money,  and  give  to  their  creditors  the  evi- 
dence of  debt  assignable  or  unassignable  !  And  if  these 
evidences  or  acknowledgments  of  debt  pass— >as  pass  in 
-these  times  of  active  commerce  they  inevitably  will — from 
hand  to  hand,  do  they  become  violations  of  the  constitution 
fsr  thai  ^  Sir,  it  is  a  false,  wild,  chimerical  conceit  that 
such  a  notion  ever  entered  into  the  heads  of  the  majority  of 
Vol.  XIV.—82 


the  convention  in  1788,  or  that  kindred  idea,  so  often  ut- 
tered of  late,  that  all  banking  corporations  in  the  different 
States,  mere  private  partnerships  chartered  by  the  Legisla- 
tures, fall  virtually  within  the  prohibitory  clauso.  It  seems 
to  me  nothing  short  of  monstrous  to  imagine  that  the  States, 
charged  as  they  are  with  all  the  high  obligations  of  civil 
society — of  defence  and  protection,  of  police,  of  educa- 
tion, of  juB^ic^— >with  almost  every  thing  that  relates  to  the 
order  and  welUbeing  of  a  community,  could  have  thought, 
for  a  moment,  of  depriving  themselves  of  a  resource  witbrt>ut 
which,  in  modern  times,  no  free  commonwealth  can  pos- 
sibly manage  its  affairs  without  often  falling  into  the  most 
perplexing  and  even  perilous  embarrassments.  And  what 
is  the  argument  by  which  it  is  attempted  to  lay  them  under 
such  a  disability  1  Why,  that  Congress,  having  the  pow- 
er to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  was  in- 
tended to  have  a  complete  control  over  the  currency !  Now 
what  is  currency,  or  rather,  what,  in  these  times,  is  not  ? 
Where  will  you  draw  any  practical  line  between  one  ac- 
knowledgment of  debt — one  bill  of  credit,  if  you  please — 
and  another,  when  in  all  their  effects,  commercial  and  po- 
litical, they  are  evidently  the  sante  ?  Sir,  having  bestow- 
ed much  thought  and  research  upon  this  most  difficult  and 
important  of  all  the  subjects  that  now  challenge  the  atten- 
tion of  a  public  man,  with  opportunities  perhaps  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  to  the  forming  of  cor- 
rect conclusions  for  the  conduct  of  affairs,  than  it  has  fal- 
len to  the  lot  of  most  persons  to  enjoy,  and  finding,  after 
so  many  nights  and  days  of  patient  inquiry,  the  difficulties 
which  surround  this  subject  almost  as  many  and  (to  me) 
as  formidable  as  ever,  I  have  been  filled  with  wonder  sinee 
I  came  here  at  the  confident  and  d<^matical  tona  of  many 
persons  (on  all  sides)  whose  conclusions  have  coat  them 
far  less  pains,  and  b<^n  adopted  without  any  such  loss  of 
time.  Among  other  things  coolly  taken  tor  granted,  is  the 
meaning  of  this  word  *< currency.'*  Now»  sir,  if  gentler 
men  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  looking  into  the  minutes  of 
evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons charged  with  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charftr  in  1832,  they  will  find  that,  with  the  exception  of 
small  sums  paid  away  in  wages,  the  whole  circulating  me- 
dium of  Lancashire,  Warwickshire,  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  and  other,  if  not  all,  of  the  great  manufao- 
turing  districts  of  England,  consisted  at  no  remote :  period 
exclusively  of  bills  of  exchange.*  The  whole  circulation, 
I  say,  in  which  the  immense  business  of  the  most  floutish- 
ing  manufacturing  and  commercial  empire  in  the  world  is 
transacted — and  especially  that  part  of  its  trade  which  has 
done  so  much  to  enrich  both  this  country  and  England—^ 
18  almost  entirely  composed  of  common  mercantile  paper, 
with  which  Government,  according  to  the  opinions  of  our 
people  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  has,  by  the  con*- 
fession  of  all  men,  nothing  whatever  to  d4.  Sir,  I  sliall 
have,  I  trust,  some  future  and  better  opportunity  of  going 
more  at  large  into  that  subject,  which  has,  for  some  time 
past,  so  deeply  engaged,  and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  add, 
agitated  the  minds  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States^ 
I  mean  the  credit  system,  under  which  this  nation  has 
grown  up  to  be  what  it  is.     But  I  could  not  but  take  this 

*  No.  4208.  Mr.  D7er. "  Bj  circulation,  I  mean  not  merely  local  notsS} 
but  bills  of  exchange." 

No.  4274.  The  same.  "To  deny  the  Lancashire  banks  to  be  banks  of 
issue,  because  they  issue  only  poet  notes,  is  to  make  a  distinction  wittt- 
out  a  difference!''^ 

It  is  stated  in  No.  4361,  that  the  banks  of  Lancashire,  at  that  tltnf , 
did  not  issue  notes,  properly  so  called,  but  drafts,  at  diflbrent  dates  up 
Ui  three  months,  upon  their  agents  in  London.  In  1^5,  and  btiier  times 
of  excitement,  ihey  were  circulated  to  an  immense  amount,  and  did  as 
much  mischief  by  an  enlarged  currency  of  paper  as  was  done  in  other 
parts  of  England  by  nptes. 

So  No.  5359,  ibid.  "Bills  of  exchange  form  at  present  (1832)  the  great 
currency  of  Lancashire,  and  they  fonned  almost  the  exclusive  curren- 
cy,  with  the  exception  of  small  notes  paid  fur  wages,  till  within  these 
last  seven  years"— [1825  to  18iB.j 

Then  I'oliows  the  sutement  that  nine-tenths  of  all  the  business  ^f  ih^ 
counties  mentioned  above  are  represented  by  email  bills. 
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oecarion  to  remark  how  very  loosely,  with  what  a  danger- 
oas  latitude  both  of  phraee  and  opinion^  we  are  in  the  habit 
of  treating  theae  matters,  inTolving  as  they  do  all  the 
fundamental  interests  of  society,  and  of  exemplifying  the 
remark  in  the  use  of  one  of  the  most  ftimiliar  terms  that  oc- 
ictir  in  our  debates  and  declamations.  We  talk  of  bank  pa- 
'  per  as  if  all  the  harm  done  by  expansions  of  currency  were 
owing  to  it  alone.  Why,  sir,  bank  notes,  even  in  the 
times  of  the  most  extravagant  issues,  are  4>ut  a  part,  and 
even  a  veiy  small  part,  of  the  circulation  set  in  motion  by 
the  operation  of  the  credit  system,  at  a  period  of  great  ex- 
citement, m  communities  advanced  in  civilization,  and  hav- 
ing all  the  facilities  of  an  extended  commerce.  They  are 
the  efflorescence— so  to  express  it — ^the  flower,  the  blossom 
of  the  currency  of  such  a  country,  essential,  I  admit,  to  its 
perfection  end  fruitffblnesa,  but  no  more  the  whole  body 
and  frame  of  that  mighty  tree,  than  that  eastern  portico  is 
to  this  capitol.  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go,  at  this 
fime,  into  the  consideration  of  this  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings and  extent,  and  I  have  said  already  enough  to  awaken 
the  Houae  to  the  danger  of  those  loose  and  sweeping  gen- 
eralities in  which  it  is  become  so  much  the  habit,  in  this 
country,  to  deal,  even  in  the  most  important  practical  con- 
cerns. 

As  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congrees,  then,  to  is- 
sue these  notes,  under  existing  circumstances,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  reference  to  the  objections  mainly 
relied  on  in  this  discussion,  and  especially  by  the  gentlemen 
over  the  way,  [Meaars.  Plbtcbeb,  Paillips,  and  Cush- 
IKO,  of  Massachusetts.  ]  But  to  the  issuing  them  wilhoot 
intorest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for  which  I  repeat  my 
decided  praference,  another  difficulty  has  been  presented  by 
my  friend  from  Virginia  near  me,  [Mr.  RoBSRTaoir.]  He 
maintained  that  as  the  constitution  forbids  any  thing  but 
gold  and  ailver  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  States,  it 
implicitly  requires  that  we  should  pay  the  debts  of  this 
Government  only  in  specie  or  in  what  is  equivalent  to  it. 
And  yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  gentleman  pro- 
eeaded  to  denounce  the  Executive  for  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  bank  notea  of  the  States,  which  he  maintained  are 
really  not  all  depreciated.  Sir,  on  this  last  head  I  agree 
with  him  entirely,  at  least  so  ikr  as  regarda  the  state  of 
<Mir  paper  enirency  in  the  Southern  States.  I  maintained 
when  I  ftrst  came  here,  what  has  been  since  demonstrated 
in  a  masterly  argument  in  another  part  of  this  building,* 
and  is  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  recent  fall  in  ex- 
changes, that  the  price  of  buUien  had  been  raised  by  an  ex- 
traordinary foreign  demand,  and  was  no  proof  whatever  of 
the  redundancy  of  the  circulation,  which  has  been  very 
much  reduced  within  the  last  ten  months,  and  is  probably 
even  inadequate  to  the  necessary  exchanges  of  the  country, 
in  the  usual  course  of  business.  But  if  this  is  true,  as  f 
liave  no  doubt  it  ia,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under  the 
conatitution  to  demand  specie  for  his  debt,  becomes  that 
aummumjus  which,  all  the  world  over,  is  aumma  injuria. 
And  if  this  is  the  case  as  between  individuals,  why  should 
a  rule  so  veiy  different  be  applied  to  the  transactions  of 
Government  1  Nay,  the  news  brought  us  from  New  York 
this  morning  is  that,  while  gold  ia  only  at  5  per  cent,  pre- 
mium. Treasury  drafts  are  at  4 :  for  you  must  remark,  sir, 
that  the  letter  of  Prime,  Ward,  dt  Co.,  received  just  now, 
is  da«ad  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  since  that  time  a  most 
decided  change  has  taken  place  in  the  specie  market  as  well 
as  in  foreign  bills.  I  tbink,'then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  af- 
firming that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  contem- 
plated Treasury  notes  falling  below  what,  by  the  confes- 
sion of  the  gentleman  himself,  ought  to  satisfy  any  man 
not  bent  upon  enforcing  a  contract  according  to  the  ut- 
moat  rigor  of  the  law,  in  a  manner  iuconaistent  with  equity 
and  good  conscience.  We  shall  pay  our  creditors  in  what 
is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bank  notes  which  are  there 
•  Bj  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia. 


acknowletlged  to  be  at  their  full  value  in  reference  to  all 
other  commodities  but  gold  and  s^ver. 

[Here  Mr.  Robxrtboh  said  nothing  was  at  par  which 
was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or  something  to  that 
effect.] 

Mr.  Lboabb.  Then  why  find  so  much  fault  with  the 
Government  for  demanding  gold  and  silver  of  ito  debton  ? 
The  gentleman  is  plainly  in  a  dilemma,  from  which  it  is 
not  easy  for  him  to  extricate  himself. 

[Mr.  Robbbtsov  said,  with  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  he  would  make  a  brief  expla- 
nation. He  had  not  at  alt  discussed  the  question  of  de- 
preciation. He  could  not  admit,  however,  that  paper 
money  was  not  depreciated.  On  the  contraiy,  he  insisted 
that  it  must  always  be  regarded,  in  a  legal  sense,  as  depre- 
ciated when  below  the  legal  standard — gold  and  silver,  with- 
out regard  to  the  causes,  whether  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or 
any  other,  which  may  have  occasioned  the  difierence. 
Still  he  denied  the  policy  or  justice  of  exacting  gold  and 
ailver  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the  public  duea ;  when  it 
could  not  be  procured  but  at  a  high  premium,  and  when, 
indeed,  there  was  scarcely  any  currency  at  the  command  of 
the  people  than  depreciated  paper.  He  thought  it  was  op- 
pressive in  this  Government  to  exact  this  sacrifice — to  re- 
ject that  which  the  State  Governmcnta  were  content  to  re- 
ceive ;  and  what,  ^in  the  ordinary  tranaactiona  between  man 
and  man^  it  would  be  deemed  immoral  and  diahonorable  to 
refuse.] 

Sir,  I  am  charmed  to  hear  the  gentleman  say  so.  Then 
why  should  the  public  creditor  call  upon  the  Government 
to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an  immoral  and  dishonorable  thing  ; 
and  why  should  he  think  himself  Vronged  if  we  offer  him  { 

what  ia  at  this  moment  four  per  cent,  better  than  the  paper 
which,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  showing,  ought 
to  satisfy  every  equitable  and  conscientious  man  1  But  the 
truth  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all  from  those  to  whom 
we  shall  have  paymente  to  make,  and  through  whose  hands 
these  notes  will,  almost  without  exception,  make  thttr  way 
into  circulation.  They  will  receive  them  chcerfuHy,  and 
without  heaitation ;  and  although  I  perfectly  appreciate  the 
delicate  and  honorable  acruples  which  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  feel  about  offering,  in  satiafadion  of  the  public  dues,  a 
paper  ever  ao  little  inforior  to  the  only  legal  tender  recog- 
niaed  in  the  constitution,  yet  I  cannot  myself,  in  a  matter 
led,  alter  all,  entirely  to  the  free  will  of  the  party,  con-  ^ 

sent  to  sacrifice  substantial  juatice  and  the  public  good  ' 

to  what  I  must  consider  as  a  superstitious  adherence  to  the         ' 
mere  letter  of  the  law.    Nobody,  at  all  versed  in  these  sub- 
jecto,  now  regards  the  precious  metals  aa  any  thing  but  an 
approximation,  and  often  a  very  imperfect  approximation,         * 
to  a  correct  measure  of  value.     They  have  been  adopted 
from  the  necessity  of  the  thing,  as  the  two  great  "  com- 
modities of  commerce"  furnishing  a  ready  medium  of  ex-         ^ 
change  for  all  others,  and,  on  the  whole,  the  best  practical         ^ 
means  of  comparing  them ;  but  they  are  atUI,  like  the  rest, 
mere  commodities,  subject  to  a  very  grrat  fluctuation   in 
value,  according  to  the  common  principlea  which  govcnn 
prices.     The  present  state  of  things  furnishes,  in  my  opin-         < 
ion,  a  atrikmg  example  of  tfa^  important  truth  ;  and  now, 
I  ask,  whether  any  really  just  man  ought  to  complain  of  ua 
if  we  offer  him  these  notes,  with  the  most  perfect  liberty  to        ' 
refuse  them  at  his  own  discretion,  and  treat  us  as  debtors        ^ 
on  his  unsettled  account ;  if,  in  making  that  offer,  we  hold         < 
to  him  the  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable  language  dictated 
to  us  by  the  truth  of  the  case,  and  the  actual  situation  of        \ 
the  country — if  we  say  to  him  "gold  and  silver,  which  is        i 
in  strict  law,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  your  due,  we 
have  none  1     By  an  unforeseen  and  terrible  revulsion,  by         \ 
contingencies  beyond  any  human  control,  our  debtors  have         \ 
been,  and  are  still,  unable  to  meet  their  engagementa  with 
us  in  the  usual  way.     The  country  is  in  deep  embarrass- 
ment  and  distress,  and  we  cannot,  even  were  we  disposed 
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tD  do  flo^  pren  ibem  to  a  literal'eoraplniBce  wttb  their  con- 
tracts, wtthoQt  invoWing  our  whole  people,  more  or  leaa,  in 
the  ftarfnl  oonaequencov  of  the  bankrapiu^  that  would  pro- 
baMj  ensne.  We  give  yon,  however^  an  acknowledgment 
of  jour  elaiini  against  m,  which  will  be  everj  where  nearly 
as  good,  in  some  parts  of  the  country  probably  better,  than 
the  prectons  netala— 'Which,  at  all  events,  is  at  a  premium, 
m  reference  to  what  yon  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  from 
a  prtvale  debtor ;  and  we  pot  it  to  yonr  patriotism  and  your 
sense  of  justiee^  to  decide  whether  we  have  not,  to  all  sub- 
stantial purposes,  complied  with  our  engagements."  8ir» 
depend  upon  it»  such  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  the 
geoeffosily  of  our  fellow-citiiens  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Gwernment,  therefore,  in  every  aspect 
of  (he  case,  being,  as  I  conceive,  fully  established,  the  on- 
ly remsdning  question  is,  in  what  form  will  these  notes  be 
most  beneficial  to  the  public  t  Whether  it  is  better  to  is- 
sue them  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6  per  cent, 
or  bearing  either  no  interest  at  all,  or  a  very  small  one,  to 
he  ssoertained  by  the  House  1  And  this  brings  me  to  the 
difinenccs  between  me  and  the  chairman  of  fte  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more  accu- 
rately, pcrlMpiy  between  the  Senate  and  the  committee  of 
thU  HoQse.  Sir,  1  admit  that  these  notes,  at  a  higher  rate 
of  interest  than  I  approve,  would  serve  an  excellent  pur- 
poae  as  ressittances  to  Europe ;  but  exchanges,  as  we  have 
sseo,  are  already  fallen  nearly  60  per  cent,  within  a  Tory 
few  days,  and  ihete  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  as  soon 
as  the  coining  erop  shall  be  brought  to  mariEet,  they  will 
be  down  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  improvement  in 
our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately  not  so  good.  An 
iameBse  debt  is  due  from  the  West  and  the  Southwest  to 
the  great  oommerdal  capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  notes  bearing  *a  hi^  rate  of  interest  will 
cotttribote  no  aid  whatever.  They  will,  yon  may  rely 
upon  it,  sir,  be  instantly  bought  up  by  capitalists  for  invest- 
ment. They  will  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silver 
have  disappeared.  In  consequence  of  the  shock  given  to 
all  credit  by  the  lale  revulsion,  there  are  immense  depositee 
in  a/f  yoor  banks  waiting  for  some*  safe  opportunity  to  lay 
them  oat  on  any  reasonable  terms.  The  answers  wade  to 
the  drcolor  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  no 
wagfat  at  all  with  roe,  not  only  because,  ms  I  said  just  now, 
a  toy  material  change  has  occurved  in  the  price  of  bullion 
ance  that  date^  but  for  sevoral  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon  here.  These  notes  are  not  intended  to 
go  into  the  market  at  all.  My  idea  of  the  proper  use  to 
be  made  of  them  is,  that  they  shall  be  passed  away,  as  I 
have  said,  to  the  functionaries  and  creditors  of  the  Govem- 
neoL  I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  miU  be 
lesdily  accepted  by  them,  and  that  the  extravagant  rates 
of  exchnoge  between  the  different  parts  of  the  country  will 
keep  them  ap  at  a  oonsidexable  premium  in  respect  of  the 
best  bonk  paper,  and  nearly,'if  not  quite,  at  a  par  with  gold 
sad  ttlver. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
xeply  to  ^be  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Caxbvel- 
xie.]  That  gentleman  had  taken  occasion,  in  snswering 
the  rsniarka  which  he  (Mr.  Pattoh)  made  on  yesterday, 
to  expicas  himself  in  a  manner,  to  say  the  least,  rude  and 
iBcourteoos.  He  said,  as  I  understand,  that  he  had  sup- 
posed I  bad  more  sagacity  than  not  to  perceive  the  design 
sad  e&ct  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentocky.  I  am  a  man,  Mr*  Speaker,  of  very  hum- 
ble pratafiaioDs  in  point  of  sagacicy,  and  surely  will  not  on- 
dsitake  to  rival  the  claims,  in  that  regard,  of  so  profound 
snd  sagndooa  a  statesman  and  financier  as  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means:  that  is  a  comparison 
vhidi  it  would  be  more  becoming  in  htm,  as  well  as  my- 
■1^  to  leacve  te  the  judgment  of  the  House  and  otheri. 

I  thiok,  by  thie  time^  said  Mr.  P.,  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  discovered  that  not 


only  myseli;  but  many  other  members— whom  I  will  not 
do  the  injustice  even  of  comparing  with  him  in  point  of 
wisdom  and  sagacity — ^have  been  unable  to  see  the  evil  ten* 
dencies  of  the  proposed  amendment.  Although  they  have 
had  the  benefit  of  the  illumination  shed  upon  the  subject 
by  the  sagacious  chairman,  they  regard  the  objections  made 
by  him  as  unsound  and  frivolous  as  I  do ;  objections  which, 
whatever  estimate  I  may  have  put  upon  the  wisdom  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  prove  that  he  does  not  possess 
one  whit  more  sagacity  than  I  supposed  him  to  have. 

What  is  it  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  tells  us  is  the  character  and  effect,  and  even,  as 
he  intimates,  the  object  of  this  amendment  1  Why,  that 
it  will  give  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylrania  a  ben- 
efit of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  How  does 
he  make  out  this  1  What  plausible  or  even  colorable  proof 
of  this  assertion  has  be  adduced  ?  These  bonds  which  he 
assumes  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  bank 
alone,  can  or  will  purchase,  are  bonds  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  payable  in  one,  two,  and  three  years.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  is  notorious^  so  far  from  be- 
ing desirous  or  interested  in  taking  in  such  bonds,  hae 
been  recently  laming  newr  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  raismg 
funds  in  England,  in  order  to  strengthen  herself,  and  ena* 
bling  her  the  better  to  live  through  the  present  calamitous 
condidon  of  our  commercial  and  moneyed  affairs.  But 
sgain :  the  amendment  limits  the  sale  of  the  bonds  at  par, 
with  liberty  to  the  Secretary  to  get  as  much  mors  than  par 
as  he  can.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  these  bonds  will  not  sell 
at  pari 

[Mr.  Cambuxlvho  here  said  that  he  said  no  such  thing.] 
Mr.  Pattoh  resumed.  I  did  not  say  he  said  so.  I  put 
the  question^are  these  bonds  worth  par  or  n<^t  1  If  not, 
then  they  will  not  be  sold,  for  the  amendment  prohibiu  it; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  proposes  to  provide  for 
that  contingency,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  raise  six 
millions  of  dollars  by  direct  loan.  If  they  are  worth  par, 
or  more  than  par,  by  what  authority  of  feet  or  reason  can 
it  be  assumed  that  nobody  will  purchase  but  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  Why,  we  have  been 
constantly  told  during  the  last  spring  and  suromef,  from  a 
source  of  high  authority  with  some  gentlemen,  (though  of 
veiy  little  weight  with  me,)  that  this  institution  was  upon 
the  eve  of  bankruptcy ;  that  the  dedantion  of  Mr.  Biddle 
that  bis  bank  could  have  continued  to  pay  specie  was  an 
empty  and  unfounded  boast.  We  know  that  this  bank 
has  been  engaged  in  large  mercantile  and  financial  opera- ' 
tions,  which  have  probably  employed  all  her  disposable 
means.  Still,  I  think  it  may  be  possible  thst  she  might 
purchase  these  bonds ;  but  It  is  manifest  that  she  cannot  do 
so  unless  at  their  full  value.  What  possible  injury  can  be 
done  to  the  Government  by  getting  its  debt  folly  paid  in 
advance  !  The  amendment  throws  the  bonds  into  mar- 
ket; it  invites  the  competition  of  all  capitalists  here  and  in 
England,  and  thereby  insures  a  sale  upon  the  best  possible 
terms.  And  T  am  warranted,  upon  the  opinion  of  an  emi- 
nent merchant,  who  is  one  of  tlie  most  intelligent  members 
of  this  House,  [Mr.  PfltLLirs,]  in  expressing  the  opinion 
that  they  wiH  sell  readily  and  at  a  premium.  It  is  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  me  who  purchases  them,  even  although 
it  be  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylmnia.  If 
she  will  give  more  for  them  than  any  other  institution  or 
individual,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection ;  indeed,  it  is 
with  me  rather  a  recommendation ;  for  then  the  separation 
and  divorce  of  the  Government  firem  that  bank  would  be 
final  and  complete.  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  from  advoca- 
ting a  measure  by  which  the  demands  of  the  Treasury  may 
be  met  out  of  our  own  funds  without  loan  or  taxation,  by 
having  the  ghost  of  the  United  SUtes  Bank  paraded  be- 
fore my  eyes.  It  seems  to  be  perpetually  flitting  before  the 
apprehensions  of  some  gentlemen,  disturbing  their  compo- 
sure^ and  disordering  their  minds.    It  is  an  «  unreal  me«k« 
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erj,*'  I  fear  it  not  I  have  borne  my  part  in  the  war  that 
has  been  waged  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
daring  the  last  foar  or  five  years.  It  is  dead  and  buried» 
and  wre  performed  its  funeral  obsequies  in  solemn  form 
only  a  day  or  two  ago.  This  amendment  proposes  to  sever 
the  last  link  of  connexion  with  this  deceased  institution. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  asks,  are  wo  going 
to  place  the  Government  in  the  degrading  attitude  of  an  en- 
dorser of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  1  And  why  shall 
we  not  endorse  our  own  bonds  on  which  we  want  to  raise 
money  1  What  degradation  is  there  in  this  ?  Does  not 
every  man  who  sells  a  bond  endorse  it  1  Who  has  ever 
been  degraded  by  it  1  The  whole  effect  of  the  endorsement 
or  assignment  is,  that  if  the  bank  does  not  discharge  its  ob- 
ligation when  due,  the  Government  will  indemnify  the  pur- 
chasers. How  will  that  continue  the  connexion  with  the 
bank  more  than  now  exists  ?  The  whole  amount  of  it  is, 
that  if  the  bonds  are  sold,  the  Government  insures  them  to 
the  purchaser.  If  we  hold  them,  we  stand  our  own  insu- 
rer. If  the  bank  fiiihi  to  pay  them,  the  Government  loses 
the  amount  in  one  case  as  well  as  the  other.  There  is  no 
new  liability  incurred,  and  in  the  worst  event  that  can  hap- 
pen, the  failure  of  the  bank  before  the  bonds  became  due-* 
of  which  I  have  not  the  least  apprehension — the  Govern- 
ment will  have  had  the  use  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds  to 
meet  her  preasing  engagements,  and  in  the  end  will  only 
have  to  provide  funds  to  reimburse  the  purchaser,  precisely 
in  the  same  way  as  you  must  provide  funds  to  take  up  your 
Treasury  notes,  if  you  issue  them. 

^  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  right  in  assum- 
ing that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  purchase  the 
bonds,  then  what  becomes  of  his  objection  to  the  Govern- 
ment being  the  endorser  ?  If  the  bank  purchases,  or  rather 
anticipates  the  payment  of  its  bonds,  there  is  an  end  of 
all  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Government— thore  is  no  en- 
dorsement 

I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  had  heretofore  acted  so  consfMcunus  a  part  in 
urging  a  disconnexion  between  the  United  States  Bank 
and  tha  Government,  who  had  heretofore  been  so  ready  to 
sell  the  stock  of  the  Government  in  that  bank,  did  not  at 
once  and  eagerly  avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity. 
I  referred  to  his  recommendation  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations  two  or  three  years  ago^  that 
the  stock  should  be  sold  to  meet  contingent  expenses,  in 
the  event  of  difficulties  with  France^  I  understand  bis 
answer  to  this  to  be  that  the  proposition  was  not  to  sell  the 
stock,  but  to  nse  funds  of  the  Government  then  due  from 
the  bank.  Why,  sir,  I  read,  and  will  read. again,  from  the 
report  made  by  Mr.  CiMsiiELXiro,  on  the  27th  of  Februa- 
ly,  lSd5,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in 
connexion  with  our  difficulties  with  France : 

<*  It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  our  means  are  ad- 
equate to  meet  any  exigency  without  recourse  to  loans  or 
taxes.  The  bill  now  before  the  House,  authorizing  the 
sale  of  our  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would, 
if  adopted,  afibrd  all  the  revenue  necessary.  The  commit- 
tee is  of  opinion  that  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  fund  to  be 
derived  from  that  source  should  be  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arming  our  fortifications,"  &c. 

The  bill  referred  to  in  this  extract,  for  selling  the  stock, 
had  been  reported  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  oi 
President  Jackson.  And,  as  an  additional  support  to  the 
measure  now  recommended,  I  will  read  a  passage  from  the 
message  of  General  Jackson,  of  the  session  of  1884  and 
1835.  After  speaking  of  the  danger  and  impropriety  of 
continuing  any  connexion  between  the  Government  and 
the  bank,  the  President  proceeds: 

*'  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you  that  a  law 
be  passed  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  public  stock ;"  and 
"that  all  laws  connecting  the  Government  or  its  officers 
with  thA  bank,  directly  or  indirectly^  be  repealed ;  and  that 


the  institution  be  ieit  hereafter  to  its  own  reaonieas  and 
means." 

The  bill,  which  was  the  answer  to  this  recommendation, 
was  favored  with  the  approbation  of  the  gentleman  iirom 
New  York.  Now,  sir,  is  it  wonderful  that  I  should  be 
su  prised  that  any  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  friend  of  the  administration,  pledged  to 
walk  in  the  fooUteps  of  General  Jackson,  should  oppose 
the  present  proposition  to  sell  the  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  thereby  meet  <*the  ezigenciea  oi  the 
Government,  without  recourse  to  loans  or  taxes  V 

The  means  recommended  1^  the  late  President  for  die* 
connecting  the  Government  with  the  bank;  the  mean*  re- 
commended by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  [Mr.  CAMBMLZire]  for  supplying  the  demands 
of  the  Government  without  resorting  to  loans  or  taxca,  are 
now  resisted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Cambbxlbxo,]  although  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government  can  be  no  otherwise  met  but  by  adopt- 
ing it,  or  resorting  to  loans  and  taxes.  I  repeat.that  I  am 
surprised  that  any  real  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes  should  oppose  this  amendment  If  the  proposition 
had  come  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  how  many  of  those  who  opposed  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Sutes  would  have  resisted  iti  I  ventare  to 
say,  very  few,  if  one^  Why  should  we  not  avail  onraelvaa 
of  our  own  resources,  sell  our  own  stocks,  rather  than 
create  a  new  national  debt;  now  when  the  shouU  of  grai- 
ttlation  for  the  extinguiriiment  of  the  old  debt  are  still  ring- 
ing in  our  ears  1 

So  much  for  that  subject  I  wish  now  to  maks  aoBoe 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Thomas,]  upon  the  other  branch  of  the  amendment. 
It  proposes  to  legalize  the  practice  heretofore  panned  by 
the  Treasury,  of  issuing  Treasury  drafts  upon  the  deposits 
banks,  and  to  reooire  and  compel  him  to  receive  thess 
drafts  in  payment  of  Government  dues,  when  not  paid  by 
the  banks  in  funds  acceptable  to  the  holder.  This  prao- 
tice  has  been  pursued  since  the  suspension  of  specie  psy* 
ments  witbont  sny  difficulty  so  far  as  the  Treasury  is  con- 
cerned, and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public  creditor. 
It  makes  available  those  funds  of  the  Treasury  which  ars 
now  pronounced  to  be  unavailable.  These  drafts  are  now 
only  one  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent  below  specie.  Under 
this  course  the  deposits  banks  have  paid  about  fifWn  mil- 
lions of  their  debt  to  the  Government,  and  if  it  be  contin- 
ued, I  have  great  hopes  that  all  the  deposits  banks  will  dis- 
charge the  balances  due  from  tbetn,  satisfactorily  to  the 
public  creditors,  and  without  embarrassment  or  inconve- 
nience to  themselves.  Can  any  gentleman  reasonably  hope 
that  Treasury  notes  will  have  a  better  credit  than  Treasury 
drafts  1  These  Treasury  drafts  will  answer,  ss  they  have 
done  as  a  medium  of  circulatisn,  as  a  means  of  aupplying 
domestic  exchange.  Treasury  notes,  especially  if  they 
bear  interest,  will  not  circulate  as  currency ;  they  will  be 
taken  up  for  investment,  and  go  into  the  hands  of  money- 
ed capitalists,  and  **  rag  barons^"  as  it  is  the  fashion  of 
one  class  of  politicians  to.  eharacterice  men  of  wealth  and 
moneyed  institutions. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  there  have 
been  deoifsive  indications  given  by  this  House  that  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  drafu,  as  has  been  heretoibre  done, 
should  be  discontinued,  and  expresses  his  astonishment 
that  the  proposition  made  by  me,  and  accepted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  should  have  been  made,  after  these 
decisive  indications.  When,  where,  and  how,  have  auch 
indications  been  given  by  this  House  1  No  such  evidence 
has  beeh  given,  no  such  views  have  been  developed,  aut 
the  opinion  of  this  House. 

It  is  true,  that  wq  have  had  sent  down  to  us  from  the 
Senate  a  bill  which  proposes  to  indulgs  the  deposits  hen ka» 
to  give  thsm  indulgenoe  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  Govern** 


1321 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1322 


Oct.  6,  1887.] 


TVeoiury  Nota, 


[H.  OF  R. 


ment  in  .three  uMtalmentB,  at  4,  6,  and  9  months,  and 
then  to  torn  them  over,  if  they  do  not  pay,  to  the  tender 
merdee  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury,  with  all  hif  gold 
and  silver  notiona. 

The  proposition  now  before  you  holds  out  to  the  banks 
an  indulgence  indefinite  and  unlimited,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  affords  relief  to  the  Government  and  the  people,  by 
anthorizing  an  fssue  of  drafts  drawn  upon  these  fands  in 
the  banks,  making  them  available  to  the  Government, 
wilhoat  distressing  the  banks.  I  make  an  appeal  to  the 
gentlemen  representing  the  West  and  Southwest,  whose 
banks  owe  the  largest  sums,  and  which  I  am  told  by  a 
member  from  that  region  cannot  probably  resume  specie 
payments  in  leas  than  eighteen  months  or  two  years,  and 
ask  them  how  they  can  recendle  it  to  themselves  to  re- 
fuse this  amendment  t  The  measnie  I  propose  will  give 
thflse  banka  an  indefinite  indulgence,  and  at  the  same  time 
Bske  their  balances  available  to  the  Government  without 
the  cost  of  a  dollar,  and  in  a  way  entirely  free  from  all 
oonstitationai  difficulty,  while  the  measures  recommended 
by  the  Executive  have  a  direct  tendency  (I  speak  of  all 
the  measorea,  including  the  sub-Treasury  scheme)  to  in- 
crease the  demand  for  specie— to  make  difficulties  in  die 
way  of  reaaming  specie  payments.  I  ask  the  gentlemen 
from  the  West  and  Southwest,  if  they  are  ready  to  agree 
that  their  banks  ahali  be  treated  as  bankrupts,  and  to  have 
than  pounced  on  by  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
Stales  under  the  pending  law  I  The  necessary  efiect  of 
this  would  be,  that  those  banks  must  sue  their  debtors, 
those  indebted  to  the  banks  must  sue  their  debtors,  and 
thus  all  the  people  in  those  regions  must  be  involved  in 
one  common  ruin. 

It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the  means  of  meeting  the 
exigenciea  of  the  country,  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
afe  preferable  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  with  or  with- 
out interest.  I  am  not  able  to  see  bow  Treasury  notes, 
without  interest,  issued  only  upon  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, intended  as  a  circulating  medium,  can  be  distin- 
guished from  bills  of  credit— ^strictly  a  Government  paper 
money.  As  at  preient  advised,  I  cannot  vote  for  such  a 
bill,  beeaase  I  can  see  no  constitutional  auUkority  in  Uiis 
Government  to  issue  bills  of  credit.    ^ 

In  oooeluaion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  think  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman,  modified  as  it  has  been,  on 
ny  motion,  having  the  efibct  of  supplying  the  requisite 
means  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  without 
taxes  or  loans,  oai^t  to  receive  the  favorable  consideration 
oftheHoase. 

StiU,  however,  if  the  House  reject  this  amendment, 
sfid  no  move  acceptable  and  less  questionable  means  of 
raisioff  money  can  be  suggested,  I  will  vote  for  a  loan  of 
money,  and  the  issue  of  certificates  of  loan  in  the  form  of 
Tieasory  notes  beaiiag  interest  In  that  form,  I  consider 
them  aubatantially  a  loan,  and  therefore  constitutional; 
thoQgh  I  would  prefer  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  GUSHING  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  LxeAax.  He 
quoted  Jodgea  Stoiy,  Marshall,  and  other  authorities,  to 
show  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  FOSTER  replied,  arguing  that  Treasury  notes,  to 
beeome  Mlla  of  crsdit,  must  be  issued  aa  a  circulating  me- 
dium. He  denied  that  a  high  or  low  rate  of  interest 
allerad  the  case.     He  argued  at  length  against  the  amend- 


Mr.  MENEFfiE  addressed  the  House^t  large,  in  an 
doqiaeBt  and  earnest  speech,  against  ^he  bill.. 

Mr.  CUdHMAN  terminated  the  discussion  by  calitng 
fin-  the  previona  question* 

The  CHAIB  stated  that,  if  it  should  prevail,  the  main, 
question  would  be  on  the  Houee  bill  as  at  first  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  [Cutting  off« 
of  eoune,  Mr.  Cawbbxxkvo's  amendment,  whichengrafted 
the  SeQWa  hill  on  the  enacting  clause  of  the  House  bill.] 


On  the  question  of  sustaining  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  there  was  a  tie,  the  ayes  being  88,  and  the  noes 
88.  The  CflAiE  voting  in  the  negative,  it  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  pressed  for  action  on  the 
hill,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  by  gentlemen  of  the  op- 
position that  a  vote  should  be  had  this  night. 

Mr.  WISE  replied,  admitting  that  he  had  given  such  a 
pledge  but  for  himself  only.  He  did  not  undertake  to 
command  the  House,  or  speak  for  it  as  at  his  bidding. 

Mr.  W.  0.  JOHNSON  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  House  in  a  speech  of  great  animation  till  late  in  the 
evening. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  read  to  the  House,  from  a  document 
recently  received,  and  not  yet  generally  distributed*  in  re-  • 
ply  to  a  call  for  the  correspondence  of  the  Treasury  with 
vfuriousindividuals^  touching  the  terms  of  their  reception 
of  Treasury  notes  for  specie ;  and  in  which  many  commer- 
cial capitalisU  declined  altogether  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  such  a  transaction. 

The  question  was  at  length  obtained  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  UKnaawoon,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycngg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis^  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hal«ted,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hop- 
kins, R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  U.  Johnson,  W.  C.  John- 
son, Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
S.  Mason,  Mauiy,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Ni^^Ior,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  RaTiden,Reed,  Rench- 
er,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rurasey,  Rossell,  Sawyer,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  C.  ^hepard,  Sibley,  Slode,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
S.  Williams,  J.  L.  WiUiams,  C.  H,  WUfiams,  Wise,  and 
Yorke— 104. 

Nats — Messra.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty^ 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Che- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clailc,  Cleveland, Coles^ 
Conner,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGra^  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Harrison,-  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Howard,  Hubley,  tng^uwn,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
N.  Jones,  J,  W.  Jone^  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensraitb, 
Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.M. 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenbeng,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmir, 
Parker,  ParmenUr,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prenti«s,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towna,  Tumey,  Vanderveer, 
Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  WhitUesey,  J.  W. 
Wilttams,  Worthington,  and  YeH--IlS. 

So  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  UHnxawoon  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  RHETT  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to  make  the  bills  payable 
<«  upon  presentation,"  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  frem 
date,  and  to  div€4t  them  of  the  character  of  interests  bearing 


The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of 
N^  C,  atabout  half  past  nine^  adjourned. 
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SaTUBBAT,  OCTOBIB  7. 

Aa  soon  as  the  joamal  was  read, 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  and  asked  lesTe  to  maike  an 
explanation ;  and,  by  general  consent,  was  allowed  to 
do  so. 

It  would  be  recollected  (he  said)  that  he  had,  on  the 
preceding  day,  referred  to  the  fate  of  propositions  made  at 
former  sessions,  to  investigate  alleged  abases  in  our  Indian 
afiairs,  out  of  which  the  Creek  and  Bemihole  wars  had 
grown.  With  respect  to  one  of  these  propositions,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  he  had  stated  that,  after  that 
gimtleman  had  moved  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, a  motion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  motion  prevailed :  and  ho  had 
then  inquired  whether  any  report  or  message,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  reference,  had  been  sent  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Stetes  to  this  House.  The  quesUon  (Mr. 
A.  said)  he  bad  asked,  because  he  was  ignorant  whether 
such  a  report  or  message  had  been  sent  or  not.  He  did 
not  assert  that  such  a  report  had  not  been  made,  but  he 
had  asked  for  information.  To  this  inquiry  he  had  rseetv- 
ed  no  answer ;  from  whioh  he  inferred  that  no  communi- 
cation had  been  made  to  the  House  by  the  President  upon 
the  subject.  Afterward,  however,  he  had  been  informed 
that  a  message  had  been  sent  to  the  House  on  the  subject 
just  before  the  close  of  the  last  asssion  of  Congress,  and 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Not 
having  been  printed  before  tifo  close  of  the  session,  it  had 
not  come  1o  his  knowledge.  It  was  printed  afterwards, 
and  constituted  No.  154  of  the  Executive  Documents. 
Since  the  adjournment  last  evening,  he  had  seen  it,  and 
had  read  as  much  of  it  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  read 
between  ten  o'clock  last  night  and  the  meeting  of  the  House 
this  morning ;  and,  he  must  say,  that  a  more  heart-sick- 
ening document  he  had  never  read.  It  goes  (said  he)  to 
prove  to  demonstration,  if  demonstration  be  required,  the 
necessity  of  a  full  investigation  into  these  abuses,  by  the 
order  of  Congress.  There  were  disclosures  enough,  even 
in  this  document,  to  make  the  blood  tingle  in  the  veins  of 
every  roan  who  read  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  expla- 
nation, because  he  was  not  willing  that  an  impression 
should  go  abroad,  from  his  statement,  that  the  Executive 
had  not  done  its  duty  in  reference  to  the  vote  of  this  House 
upon  the  subject.  The  Executive  bad  acted  upon  the  sub- 
ject, it  appeared,  promptly  ;  had  appointed  two  citizens, 
Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Baich,  commissioners  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  authorized  them  to  make  the  required  investiga- 
tions. These  commissioners,  acting  under  instructions 
from  the  Executive,  had  collected  a  vast  deal  of  informa- 
tion, contained  in  their  report,  which  was,  however,  only 
a  report  in  part,  much  remaining  yet  to  be  disclosed.  As 
far  as  he  could  judge,  the  trust  reposed  by  the  resolution 
of  this  House  had  been  foithfuliy  performed,  as  well  by 
the  Executive  as  l»y  the  individuals  who  acted  as  commis- 
sioners by  his  appointment 

In  justice  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  Statas,  Mr.  A.  said  he  made  this  explanation. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  then  prooeedcd  to  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  which  wa*  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  suhmitled  by  Mr.  Wisa  on  the  19th 
instant : 

<*  Reaobfed^  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot to  inquiva  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
the  causes  of  the  delays  and  foilures,  and  the  expenditures 
which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  and  into 
the  manner  of  its  conduct,  and  the  facta  of  its  history  gen** 
erally ;  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  ait  in  the 
recess,  and  that  it  make  report  to  tha  naxt.SQision  of 
Congress." 


Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "leaoKed," 
and  tnsertiag  the  following  .* 

<'That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  causes  of  the  extra- 
ordinary delays  and  faiinrea^  and  the  expenditures  which 
have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the  same,  and  all  the  foots 
connected  with  its  history  generally ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  aend  for  peraona  and  papers,  except 
such  peiaons  as  may  be  engaged  at  tha  time  in  the  Florida 
war." 

The  qneation  immediately  pending  was  the  motioo  of 
Mr.  HowABD  to  strike  out  the  words  **  that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,"  and  insert  *<  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  be  instructed." 

.  Mr.  McKAY  had  not  intended  taking  any  part  in  thia 
debate,  and  would  not  now  have  done  so,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetti,  [Mr. 
AoAXs,]  on  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  composition  of 
tha  Committee  on  Miliary  Afiain.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  HowAan,]  who  had  made  the  proposition 
to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  MilitMry  Aftirs, 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  the  amendment  was 
moved  without  any  consulution  with  him,  and  he  preaom- 
ed  without  any  consultation  with  any  member  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  The  gentleman  firom  Maasachtisetta 
[Mr.  Adahs]  had  objected  to  sending  the  inquiry  to  tha 
Committee  on  Military  Affaire,  because  eight  of  its  mtm- 
bers  were  friends  of  power,  as  he  chose  to  desigiiate  them. 
By  this,  however,  he  understood  the  gentleman  as  mean- 
ing nothing  offensive,  but  merely  that  eight  of  iu  maoa- 
bers  were  in  favor  of  the  administration,  and  hut  one  op- 
posed it  Now  ha  (Mr.  McK.)  believed  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  this  committee  has  had  no  connexion  with 
tha  politics  of  the  country,  as  all  that  ever  was  required  of 
it  was^  to  look  to  the  military  afiairs  of  the  country,  and 
all  subjects  connected  therewith.  He  had  taken  the  tron- 
ble  to  look  into  this  matter,  and  see  how  this  commiliee 
had  been  made  up  for  some  years  back,  and  would  call  tbe 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  foet.  Four  years  ago  the 
Military  Committee  waa  organized  precisely  as  it  is  now« 
When  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  ia 
now  our  Minister  to  England,  occupied  the  Chair,  thia 
committee  was  made  up  in  the  same  way,  and  it  was  pra« 
cisely  the  «une  while  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
BeliJ  was  presiding  officer  of  the  House.  This  commit- 
tee still  alood«  with  reference  to  the  administration,  eight  to 
one.  During  the  second  session  of  the  Iwenty-tUrd  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Vance,  who  is  the  present  Governor  of  Ohio, 
was  the  only  member  on  that  committee  opposed  to  the 
administration;  and  during  the  twenty-foaith  Congrsaa^ 
Mr.  Bunch,  of  Tenneasee,  if  ha  might  be  ooaelderod  an 
opponent  of  the  administration,  was  the  only  member  on 
that  committee  in  the  opposition.  This  he  thought  was  n 
sufficient  answer  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  this  point  Well,  how  was  it  with  re- 
gard to  other  committees  of  this  House  1  He  took  it,  if 
gentlemen  would  take  tha  trouble  to  examine,  that  they 
would  find  many  of  the  committees  with  majorities  opposed 
to  the  administratioB.  The  eommittee  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  is  chairman,  (the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,)  has  a  majority  of  ita  members  opposed 
to  the  administration.  It  was  the  same  case  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  ClaioM.  It  waa  the  same  with  all  the  principal 
committees  on  the  azpenditures  oi  tbe  Executive  Depart- 
ments. The  oommitteea  on  the  axpanditurea  of  tha  War 
Department,  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  Poat  Ofiioe 
Department,  had  all  majoritiea  opposed  to  tha  adminiatra- 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Mibtary  AflUrs 
being  composed  of  eight  friends  of  the  adaunistrationi  and 
one  member  of  tha  oppoaition*  he  praeumed  it  waa  al« 
together  aoaidantaL     He  ohaerved  it  -waa  in  acaonlanoe 
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with  the  pretious  practioe  of  the  Hoqm,  as  it  was  precise 
ly  in  the  same  situation  in  which  it  had  been  in  for  the 
last  four  years,  and  he  had  never  before  heard  any  com- 
plaint in  relation  to  it.  But  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  urged  another  objection  against  this  commit- 
tee, and  that  objection  was,  that  there  were  eight  of  ita 
members  taken  from  the  Southern  Btates,  and  only  one 
left  to  talLe  charge  of  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  Northern 
States.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  would  look  into  the  organi- 
zation of  the  other  committees,  he  would  find  the  same  ob- 
jections to  lie  against  them. 

How  IB  it  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  1 
Out  of  the  nine  members  of  that  committee,-  there  was  only 
one  member,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hamxr,]  to 
take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Ohio.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the  committee 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  himself  is 
chairman,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures — a  committee 
whose  measures  affect  all  branches  of  industry  in  the  coun- 
try t  Seven  of  its  members  live  in  the  Northern  States, 
and  foor  of  that  seven  in  the  New  England  States,  while 
the  whole  of  the  Southern  States  had  but  one  person  on  it 
to  represent  their  interests.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affaire  and  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce ?  The  Western  States  have  not  a  single  member 
on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  or  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  in  represent  their  interests. 

But,  could  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  see 
the  fallacy  of  these  objections  1  There  were  only  nine 
members  on  each  committee,  and  there  were  twenty-six 
States  in  the  Union ;  so  that  it  was  a  natural  consequence 
thai  at  least  seventeen  States  must  be  unrepresented  on 
each  committee.  There  was,  therefore,  nothing  in  the  ob- 
jection. He  would  next  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals — a  committee 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  great  question  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  That  committee  stands  seven  to  two, 
and  only  one  of  its  number  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of 
the  ten  Sutes  in  the  South  and  Southwest.  That  oom- 
miite^  foo^  stands,  in  regard  to  the  administration,  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  situation  as  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  yesterday,  said 
that,  during  the  last  long  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  calling  on  the  late  President  of  the  Unit^ 
States  to  lay  before  Congress  a  statement  in  relation  to  the 
late  Credi  war,  and  that  no  answer  was  returned  by  the 
President.  On  this  morning,  however,  the  gentleman  had 
corrected  this  statement,  but  had  again  fallen  into  an  error. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  resolution  was  answered 
by  the  President  within  a  day  or  two  of  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. Now,  if  the  gentleman  would  consult  the  journal, 
be  will  find  that  this  communication  was  sent  in  on  the 
14th  day  of  February ;  that  it  was  only  a  report  in  part ; 
and  that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  to 
make  the  necessary  examinations  were  engaged  in  the  far- 
ther prosecution  of  the  inquiry ;  and  Mr.  McK.  understood 
that  they  were  now  in  this  city  preparing  a  report,  to  be 
laid  before  Congress  at  its  jaext  regular  session. 

The  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wiaa]  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  delay 
and  expenditure  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war. 
Now,  that  gentleman  will  recollect  that,  during  a  former 
Congress,  be  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  information 
from  the  departments  relative  to  this  identical  subject.  On 
the  22d  of  May,  it  would  be  found,  by  referring  to  the 
joamals,  that  a  resolution  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wxss,]  calling  on  the 
Presdent  to  conununirate  to  the  House  all  measures  taken 
to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida,  and  also  to  cora- 
manicAte  the  causes  of  such  hostilities.  It  would  also  be 
found  that  on  the  26th  the  President  sent  a  report  from 


the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject ;  on  the  27th,  an  ad- 
ditional report ;  and  on  the  3d  of  June,  a  supplemental  re- 
port on  the  same  subject;  therefore,  there  were  three  re- 
ports made  in  answer  to  this  resolution,  giving  all  the  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  war  and  the 
means  taken  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  knew  that  this  report  did  not  contain 
all  the  information  in  possession  of  the  Department.  He 
would  not  say  by  what  authority  he  knew  this  ;  but  the 
late  Secretary  of  War  himself  knew  by  what  authority  he 
(Mr.  Wi8x)  knew  that  he  did  not  communicate  to  this 
House  all  the  information  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  McKAY  resumed.  That  did  not  affect  what  he 
was  going  to  say.  The  gentleman  says  all  the  informa^ 
tion  was  not  communicated.  That  was  extraordinary. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  gentleman  had  not  good 
grounds  for  making  the  assertion ;  but  let  us  look  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution.  They  were,  that  the  President  be 
requested  to  communicate  all  the  measures  taken  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  all  the  information 
relative  to  the  causes  of  those  hostilities.  Now,  if  what 
was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  true,  it 
would  form  a  grave  matter  of  inquiry  for  the  House  to  take 
notice  of,  and  it  would  be  called  upon  to  institute  some  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War  in  con- 
sequence of  this  dereliction  of  duty.  But,  would  the  House 
suppose  that  the  Secretary  was  so  very  regardless  of  his 
ofiicial  duty  as  not  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  House, 
requiring  him  to  communicate  all  the  information  in  regard 
to  the  causes  of  this  war  ? 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  now  state  by  what  authority 
he  spoke.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Secretary  of  War, 
unless  his  messenger  told  a  falsehood,  did,  before  he  an- 
swered that  very  call,  send  a  gentleman  to  me  with  certain 
papers  marked  confidential.  They  were  submitted  to  me, 
and  I  know  it  upon  this  information.  I  read  them,  and 
the  question  was  put  to  me,  **  Bo  you  want  these  papers  1*' 
My  reply  was,  that  I  wanted  all  relating  to  the  subject 

Mr.  McKAT  rose  to  resume ;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

TREASURY  NOTE   BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  «  bill 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  being  the  sub- 
stitute reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Rhbtt — 

Mr.  RHETT  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  declare 
that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes,  on  presentation,  at  six  months  afler 
their  dates,  respectively. 

Mr.  BELL  rose  and  said:  It  had  been  bis  wish  to  sub- 
mit his  views  upon  this  important  subject  while  the  bill 
was  in  committee,  but  he  had  been  prevented  by  indisposi- 
tion ;  he  did  now  intend  to  extend  his  remarks  as  far  as 
he  had  designed  to  do,  if  time  had  permitted.  The  objec- 
tions to  this  measure,  (said  Mr.  B.,}  are  in  my  mind  great 
and  insuperable.  It  may  possibly  be  that  f  am  misled  by 
suspicions,  and  that  I  may  mistake  the  object  of  the  bill, 
and  do  gross  injustice  to  the  intentions  of  the  administra- 
tion in  pressing  it  upon  Congress,  but  I  must  say,  in  my 
own  vindication,  that  if  I  should  be  mistaken,  my  suspi- 
cions are  honestly  and  sincerely  entertained.  In  ordinary 
times,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  could  always 
find  some  clew  to  the  real  object  of  a  measure ;  now  no 
light  comes  from  any  quarter  to  direct  my  course.  I 
might,  and  I  did  expect  some  light  to  spring  up  from  the 
discussion  of  this  question,  but  neither  from  the  spirit  nor 
matter  of  the  past  discussion  can  I  gather  any  thing  satis- 
factory. If  I  took  to  the  votes  of  honorable  members  I  am 
still  left  in  the  dark.     It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  re- 
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this  bill ;  by  which  it  seems  that  ten  millioni  of  dollars  are 
required  by  the  administration  for  the  public  service.  Every 
other  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of  the  administration  in- 
dicates an  overflowing  Treasury.  At  the  very  moment,  and 
during  the  entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  alledged  deficiency  of  means  in  the  Treasury 
would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what  has  been  the  uniform 
course  of  the  administration?  One  of  uniform  extrava- 
gance and  profusion*  as  far  as  the  expeuditares  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  are  concerned.  Need  1  refer  to  the  evidence 
furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Engineer  De- 
partment, which  has  been  Uid  upon  our  table,  that  special 
instrustions  had  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as  possible? 
Need  I  recapitulate  the  facts,  that  four  millions  of  dollars 
asked  at  the  last  session  for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war, 
are  stated  to  have  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  are  demanded,  and  yet  the  campaign 
has  not  optnfd ;  that,  judging  from  the  accounts  which 
wc  see  in  the  public  papers,  and  from  rumor,  seven  or 
eight  thousand  troops  are  about  being  collected  to  oppose 
some  fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes  ?  Does 
this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury  1  But  we  need  not 
go  so  far  lor  proofr  of  the  true  condition  of  the  Treasury. 
Look  around  you,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  day.  How  many 
delegations  from  far  distant  tribes  of  Indians  have  we  seen 
during  this  short  session,  decked  out  in  all  the  extravsgant 
and  fantastic  trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now  well-establish- 
ed system  of  policy,  of  supplying  the  deficits  which  have 
lately  been  felt  in  the  coffers  of  some  favorite  ofiUceholders, 
jobbers,  or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon  your 
northwestern  frontier  1  We  know,  sir,  that  this  has  been 
regarded  as  a  great  abuse  for  the  la«t  ten  years,  yet  we  see 
it  daily  increasing.  So  imposing  and  pompous  an  exhibi- 
tion of  bands  of  savages  from  our  Western  frontier,  I  be- 
lieve has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this  city,  as  during 
the  present  short  session.  We  have  regular  and  formal 
bulletins  announcing  their  movements  in  all  the  daily  pa- 
pers of  the  city  ;  and  thousands  of  the  resident  and  visiting 
population  are  frequently  entertained  by  public  councils 
held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  i'«  some  of  the 
public  buildings  in  the  Court  end  of  the  city.  It  is  even 
left  doubtful,  whether  the  interest  got  up  by  these  exhibi- 
tions has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired  by  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and  important  lis  the 
matters  are  which  brought  us  together.  Well,  sir,  what 
has  been  the  result  of  aU  this  parade  and  these  inventions 
for  popular  entertainment  1  I  can  only  answer,  by  refer- 
ring to  such  sources  of  information  as  are  within  my  reach. 
I  observe  a  statement  upon  this  subject  in  the  Globe  a  few 
mornings  ago.  With  permission  I  will  read  it  for  the  ed- 
ification of  all  true  reformists,  and  all  those,  especially, 
who  are  disturbed  at  the  idea  that  the  Government  will  not 
have  money  enough  to  keep  it  together  unless  we  vote  this 
bUl. 

"The  councils  that  have  recently  been  held  with  the 
Sioux  of  the  Mississippi,  terminated  in  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty,  by  which  it  is  at  present  only  proper  to  say,  their 
title  to  about,  five  millions  of  acres  of  land  was  extinguish- 
ed for  a  consideration  of  one  million  of  dollars.  The  tract 
thus  acquired  lies  east  of  the  Mississipfii  river,  and  has 
been  used  as  a  hunting  ground,  the  dwellings  of  the  In- 
dians being  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  They  still  re- 
tain the  privilege  of  hunting  en  the  land  they  have  ceded, 
so  that  there  is  but  little  reason  for  the  sentimental  lamen- 
tations that  some  writers  on  the  subject  have  indulged  in." 

So  it  appears  that  we  have  given  a  million  of  dollars  to 
the  Sioui,  who  reside  west  of  the  Minissippi,  for  their 
occupant  tight  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  east  of  that  river,' 
which  they  have  heretofore  hunted  upon,  and  which,  by 


the  terms  of  the  treaty,  they  are  stjU  entitled  to  use  in  the 
same  manner !  Now,  what  are  we  to  think  of  an  adminis' 
tration  which  could  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  at  the 
very  moment  when  its  advocates  in  this  House  are  put- 
ting their  inventions  to  the  rack,  to  prove  that  there  is  not 
money  enough  in  the  Treasury  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  year  1  And  what 
are  we  to  think  of  the  sincerity  of  men,  who  say,  that  we 
are  bound,  in  duty  to  the  country,  to  vote  this  supply  of 
ten  millions?  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  aequaihtance  with 
the  Secretary  of  War.  I  am  informed  that  he  is  a  gentle- 
man of  learning  and  alnlity,  and  far  above  any  improper 
design,  either  in  assembling  the  Indians  here  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture,  or  in  making  unnecessary  and  extravagant 
treaties  with  them  ;  but  from  my  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  the 
policy  recommended  by  the  most  prudent  and  able  men  in 
the  public  service  in  that  quarter,  I  am  bound  to  aay  that 
the  honorable  Secretary  has  been  grossly  abused  and  mis' 
led  in  this  business,  and  that  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
tiy  are  wholly  overlooked  by  those  under  whose  counsel 
and  advice  more  than  one-half  these  treaties  are  made. 

So  much  for  the  practical  evidences  furnbhed  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  Treaaury. 
But  I  will  show,  in  a  still  more  conclusive  manner,  that 
the  pretext  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  well  founded. 
The  respectable  and  honorable  member  from  Maryland, 
and  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  end 
Means,  [Mr.  McKiir»]  has  told  us  with  a  manly  candor, 
worthy  of  all  praise,  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  means 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  after  satisfying  all 
the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  up  to  that  time,  of 
four  millions  of  dollars.  [Mr.  McKim  explained,  and 
stated  the  surplus  at  three  millions  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars.]  Well»  sir,  let  it  be  so  reduced,  and  it  is  still 
quite  large  enough.  But  it  is  due  to  that  gentleman  to  ad- 
mit, that  he  further  stated,  that  of  the  funds  taken  into  his 
estimate,  he  supposed  five  millions  would  be  unavailable  ; 
but  why  are  there  five  millions  supposed  to  be  unavailable  I 
Simply  because  that  amount  was  due  to  the  Government 
from  the  deposite  banks  in  the  Southwest  Sir,  is  it  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  pay  its  creditors  in 
drafts  upon  these  banks,  in  the  same  manner  that  it  has 
heretofore  done  ?  Is  not  a  protested  Government  draft  up- 
on a  bank  in  Louisiana,  Alabama  or  Mississippi,  n§  sale- 
able in  the  market,  as  one  drawn  upon  Philadelphia  or 
New  York,  or  any  of  the  Eastern  banks  ?  [Mr.  McKix 
said  no  one  would  take  a  draft  upon  the  Southwest,  if  he 
could  get  sny  thing  better  from  the  Government,  because 
it  required  some  length  of  time  to  have  it  pretested  for 
payment  at  so  great  a  distance,  and  he  would  have  to  lie 
out  of  the  use  of  his  funds  in  the  mean  time.]  I  am 
again  indebted  to  my  respected  friend  from  Maryland  for 
his  candor.  He  has  only  stated  what  1  knew  before ;  bat 
no  gentleman  who  supports  this  bill  has  been  brought  to 
admit  so  much  before.  The  facts  are  too  plain  for  denial 
or  cavil.  These  protested  drafts,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  informed  us  yesterday,  were  within  one  per  cent, 
of  being  at  par  with  specie  in  New  York.  They  are  sell- 
ing at  a  premium  of  four  or  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  in 
currency,  and  specie  at  only  five.  Now,  what  is  it  that 
constitutes  the  value  of  these  drafU?  Not,  surely,  that  they 
are  drawn  upon  one  bank  in  preference  to  another.  No 
matter  upon  what  bank  they  may  be  drawn,  it  is  known 
they  will  not  be  paid  by  the  bank  on  demand.  It  is  their 
being  receivable  for  customs  and  for  public  lands  which 
constitutes  their  true  value.  If  they  were  drawn  upon  the 
man  in  the  moon  they  would  be  equally  valuable.  It  is 
equally  plain  that  the  only  difierence  between  a  draft  upon 
a  bank  in  Mississippi  or  Alabama,  and  one  upon  a  bank 
In  one  of  the  Eastern  cities,  is  founded  upon  the  difference 
of  time  required  to  present  and  ^test  in  the  one  oam  vui 
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the  otb«r.  Let  the  offioeri  of  the  Govemment,  tken,  only 
eej  to  iti  crediton,  if  the  troth  be  so,  that  they  can  do 
loDger  drew  upon  any  bank,  but  eome  one  in  the  South- 
west, and  the  whole  diffienlty  is  aolved  ;  the  Government 
will  have  ample  meana  to  pay  all  demands  upon  it,  and 
upwards  of  three  millions  of  a  sarplus  I  Why  shall  the 
Crovernment  not  avail  itself  of  these  means  to  pay  its  debts  1 
Why  will  it  not  1  Simply  because  it  is  its  policy  at  pres- 
ent, to  have  the  power  of  throwing  ten  millions  in  Treaa- 
uiy  dmfts*  into  circulation.  As  to  the  wants  of  Govern- 
ment, f  repeat,  it  is  an  unfounded  pretext. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  much  better  way  yet  of  supplying 
any  possible  deficiency  of  means  in  the  Treasury,  and  at 
the  same  time  of  relieving  the  people  as  well  as  the  Gov- 
ernment I  have  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
but  soch  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  the  exercise  ef 
their  discretion,  and  to  further  their  schemes  of  future  pol- 
icy, had  created.  I  have  already  shown  that,  by  continu- 
ing the  praolioe  of  drawing  upon  the  deposite  banks,  as 
heretofore,  the  deficit  vanishes ;  but,  say  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  we  want  to  supply  a  medium  of  exchange ; 
we  wish  to  pnt  into  circulation  a  species  of  paper,  in  the 
shape  of  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be  a  relief  to  the  coun- 
try juat  at  thia  time.  My  remedy  for  any  real  or  pretend- 
ed deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  one  which  is  certainly 
called  ibr  by  the  sufiering  condition  of  the  country,  is  to 
compel  the  Government  to  recognise  and  accredit  the  only 
ctreulating  medium  which  has  any  exirtence  in  the  coun- 
try, by  receiving  and  dhfbursing  the  public  revenue  in  it. 
And  tlM  most  surprising  feature  in  the  history  of  the  times, 
is  that  a  whole  people  woukl  so  long  submit  without  tumult 
and  open  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Executive  requiring 
all  does  to  the  Government  to  be  collected  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver. Goki  and  silver  no  longer  circulates  they  are  only 
to  be  acquired  by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  regulated 
like  any  other  article  of  property,  by  the  proportion  between 
the  supply  and  the  demiand.  They  are  articles  bought  and 
sold  just  like  any  other  commodity  of  trade,  and  have, 
moreover,  been  rendered  scarce  and  hich  by  the  great  de- 
mand which  has  existed  to  pay  foreign  aebls^  and  by  being 
hoarded  in  banks  and  by  individuals.  An  example  of  equal 
daring;,  on  the  part  of  the  administration  of  a  Government, 
does  not  exist  on  record.  The  most  arbitrary  and  despotic 
monarch  that  ever  eat  upon  a  throne  would  not  have  dared 
to  tame  sueh  an  edict  as  went  forth  from  the  Executive  of 
this  Government  after  the  deposite  banka  suspended  specie 
payment ;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  such  tyrent  have 
been  safe  under  audi  an  experiment.  It  is  only  in  a  Govern- 
ment at  least  nonunally  free,  and  claiming  to  act  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  could  be  sustained  at 
all ;  and,  but  for  the  interests  of  party,  which  have  for  some 
years  been  paramount  to  every  other  in  this  country,  even 
in  thb  free  Government  the  administntion  would  have  been 
compelied  to  have  convoked  Congreos,  or  to  have  permitted 
the  public  taxes  to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  vrithin  one  month  from  the  commencement  of  a 
diflferent  experiment.  The  present  bill  proposes  to  sustain 
tins  gross  outrage  upon  the  people ;  the  attempt  to  collect 
a  revenue  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  milHons  of  ddlars,  not  in 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  which  the  Govern- 
ment rejects  and  spurns,  but  in  an  article  of  trafiic,  in  a 
species  of  property  which  must  be  bought  at  any  sacrifice, 
and  when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  the  laps  of  a 
fevorite  and  prefened  class.  No  other  Government  could 
stand  under  such  an  experiment  sixty  days.  I  call  upon 
the  House,  by  rejecting  this  bill,  to  compel  the  administra- 
tion to  abotodon  this  unjust,  and  before  unheard-of  policy. 
I  have  seen  it  stated  in  a  beautifully  written  and  specious 
essay  upon  this  soliject,  that  principle  Is  on  the  side  of  the 
administration  on  this  point.  I  deny  the  position.  The 
etsinal  principlee  of  equality  and  justice  are  on  the  other 
skle. 


It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  is  a  great 
and  prevalent  error  abroad  upon  this  question.  I  mean 
that  the  acquiescence  is  too  general  in  the  opinion,  that 
Government  may  be  permitted  to  reject  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country  in  the  collection  of  its  taxes,  and 
coerce  a  payment  in  a  species  of  money  which  is  not  cur- 
rent. The  reason  for  this  forbearance  and  acquiescence  is 
obvious.  A  set  of  men,  desperate  and  daring,  and  claiming 
to  act  in  the  name  of  a  great  and  dominant  party,  have 
pushed  their  ultra  doctrines  so  boldly  and  confidently  that 
the  moderate  men  of  their  own  party,  as  well  as  the  oppo- 
sition, have  felt  too  happy  at  the  prospect  of  closing  with 
them  upon  terms  quite  short  of  their  own  wishes  or  views 
as  to  what  the  country  requires,  merely  because  they  ap- 
pear well  and  good  when  contrasted  with  the  antagonist 
scheme.  Even  so  much  gained,  or  rather  saved,  from  the 
reckless  and  mischievous  control  of  those  who  are  now  at 
the  head  of  affiurs  is  looked  upon  as  a  victory !  But  of  what 
worth  is  such  a  victory  ?  What  do  the  conservatives  se- 
cure to  themselves  or  to  the  country  if  they  shall  succeed 
in  getting  their  amendments  adopted  upon  the  sub-Treasu- 
ry bill  reported  in  tbia^ouse  1  Sir,  I  would  not  give  one 
copper  for  all  their  amedments  put  togotfaer.  What,  if 
they  shall  get  it  enacted  that  the  notes  of  ^lecie-paying 
banks  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues— 
what,  though  it  s^iall  be  provided  that  the  public  moneys 
shall  still  be  kept  on  special  deposite  in  the  banks — all  their 
apparent  guards  will  only  enable  the  Executive,  if  he  is 
so  disposed,  to  execute  his  policy  under  safer  disguises. 
Through  a  thousand  channels,  impenetrable  to  this  House 
and  the  public  eye,  the  numerous  collectora  and  receivers 
of  public  OMmeys  can  be  compelled  and  constrained  in  such . 
a  manner  as  to  stop  any  bank  the  moment  it  opens  its 
vaults.  The  policy  of  the  administration  may  be  to  make 
its  attacks  upon  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  a  view  to  stifie  its  operations  or  destroy  it  altogether. 
If  suceeas  shall  attend  that  operation,  all  the  othera  will  fol- 
low in  detail,  if  such  be  the  policy  or  purpose  of  those  in 
power.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  vast  power  which 
the  Executive  will  possess  through  the  sub-Treasury  ' 
scheme  will  only  be  employed  in  making  war  upon  such  of 
the  local  banka  as  shall  be  disobedient,  or  under  unsuitable 
infiuences,  and  in  this  way  make  the  entire  State  bank 
interest  subservient  to  the  political  views  of  the  party  in 
power.  In  no  way  can  you  escape  the  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  carrying  out  his  plans,  whatever  they  may  be, 
if  yon  arm  him  with  sufficient  means,  and  among  others 
the  power  of  supplying  a  circulation  from  the  Treasury,  as 
it  is  proposed  to  dp.  Mr.  Van  Buren  waa  never  in  more 
danger  than  he  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
The  danger  was  that  some  of  his  foUowera  would  separate 
from  him  before  he  had  time  to  explain.  They  might  sup- 
pose that  he  meant  to  act  upon  the  doctrines  avowed  in  his 
message,  and  before  he  had  time  to  give  the  proper  assu- 
rances in  a  safe  manner,  bis  party  might  be  dissolved.  But 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York  were  soon  satisfied,  or  at 
least  pacified  with  the  assurances  that  their  favorite  safety 
fund  association  would  not  be  injured.  What  other  ae- 
surances  they  may  have  received  I  know  not,  but  I  warn 
them  not  to  be  too  easily  quieted,  or  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  all  will  be  well.  I  have  been  a  looker  on  here  too  long 
not  to  gather  something  from  the  signs  of  the  times.  It  is 
quite  evident  to  me  that  the  party,  whatever  may  be  its 
strength,  which  is  sincerely  disposed  to  desUoy  all  bankff, 
and  provide  a  gold  and  silver  currency,  or  a  currency  con- 
stitoted  of  Government  paper,  or  one  compounded  of  the 
two,  seeing  that  they  are  foiled  for  the  present,  and  that 
they  cannot  succeed  here,  have  determined  not  to  press  the 
question  for  the  present.  They  want  another  triol  before 
the  people,  and  our  good  conservatives,  when  they  least 
expect  an  onset,  may  feel  themselves  overwhelmed  by  what 
is  denominated  the  democracy  of  numbers. 
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But  to  return  to  the  queetion.  What  I  contend  for  is, 
that  the  Government,  «t  every  point  where  its  dinburee- 
roentt  are  to  be  made,  shall  pay  in  the  currency  or  bank 
paper  which  it  there  current  and  receivable  at  par  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  or  for  property  and  provisions  at  cash 
prices.  If  payments  are  to  l>e  made  abroad,  or  to  Indian 
tribes,  which  are  placed  upon  the  footing  of  foreign  nations, 
let  the  gold  and  silver  be  bought  for  these  disbursements, 
at  the  charge  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  fit ;  it  being  much  i 
better  that  the  people  should  pay  this  premium  for  specie 
in  these  instances  than  to  be  taxed  and  harassed  tenfold 
by  the  policy  now  in  operation.  If  the  Government  shall 
do  Uiis,  there  will  be  an  end  of  all  Treasury  embarrassments. 
Well,  why  shall  not  the  Government  be  compelled  to  this 
course  1  Is  there  any  practical  inconyenienco  in  the  plan 
proposed  1     We  shall  see. 

Oar  greatest  disbursements,  at  present,  are  in  a  quarter 
where,  it  is  said,  we  have  the  lai^gest  amount  of  nnavaila- 
Me  funds-— in  the  vicinity  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi—Growing out  of  the  Florida  war,  and  to  subsist 
the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  that  whole  region, 
or  upon  the  borders  of  it,  the  notes  of  the  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  banks  are  current  at  par. 
The  same  state  of  things  exists  on  the  northwestern  fron- 
tier. The  notes  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Missouri,  are  current  throughout  that  region.  If  you 
want  to  disburse  moneys  upon  the  great  rivers  of  the  inte- 
rior, or  upon  the  great  national  rood  which  is  being  con- 
structed through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
or  upon  the  harboni  of  Lakes  Michigan,  Erie,  and  Ontario, 
the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  or  New 
York,  are  current  in  every  part  of  those  distiicto.  If  die- 
bursemente  are  to  be  made  at  any  point  upon  the  Atlantic, 
at  your  navy  yards,  upon  your  fortifications,  or  in  this  city, 
mt  alt  these  various  pointo  the  local  bank  notes  are  current 
at  par,  in  payment  not  only  of  old  debts,  but  for  property 
at  reduced  prices;  for,  the  principal  amount  of  debt  in 
every  section  is  owing  to  the  banks,  and  the  great  demand 
is  for  bank  notes,  and  not  for  specie.  Thus  it  is  demon- 
strated there  can  be  no  practical  diflicolty  in  the  exteti- 
sion  of  the  policy  called  ifor  by  the  best  intereste  of  the 
country. 

Will  there  be  any  injustice  done  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment by  this  course  of  policy  ?  The  veiy  idea  that  there 
CAU  be  any  injustice,  under  the  circurastences,  to  the  pub- 
lic creditors,  is  an  absurdity.  An  ofiioer  or  creditor,  under 
existing  circumstances,  who  receives  specie  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, gete  notoriously  ten  per  cent,  advance*  upon  his 
just  and  equtteble  demand.  Equal  right  and  justice,  is  all 
such  sudden  changes  in  prices,  produced  by  a  curtailment 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  would  require 
that  all  pest  contracte  for  the  payment  of  monoys  should 
he  scaled  and  reduced  according  to  the  appreciation  of 
money  and  the  depreciation  of  property  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  date  of  the  contract ;  and  our  laws  do  not 
require  this,  not  because  it  would  not  be  just,  but  because 
of  the  evils  attending  a  fluctuating  standard  of  money 
-  value.  But  the  truth  is,  that  bank  notes  are,  at  this  day, 
worth  more — they  will  buy  more  provisions  or  property  of 
any  kind,  at  cash  prices,  than  an  equal  amount  of  gold  and 
silver  would  have  commanded  at  any  time  within  the  last 
three  or  four  years.  It  is  no  injustice,  then,  to  compel 
the  public  creditors  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
their  demands  upon  the  Government. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  it  would  be  unconstitutional 
and  illegal  for  the  Government  to  pay,  or  offer  to  pay,  its 
officers  and  creditors  in  depreciated  bank  paper.  Very  well, 
sir;  and  suppose  this  to  be  true,  does  the  Gevernmeni  of 
the  United  States  stand  upon  any  higher  ground  in  this  re- 
spect than  the  millions  of  freemen  for  whose  benefit,  and 
by  whom  the  Government  was  established,  and  who  are 
compelled  by  »  moral  necessity,  both  to  receive  and  pay  in 


this  some  depreciated  currency  1     And  thb  they  are  forced 
to  do,  not  by  any  default  of  their  own,  but  by  the  gross 
blunders  and  mol-administration  of  that  arrogant  Govern- 
ment which  now  assumes  the  power  to  discriminate,  and 
ofiecto  the  right  to  be  discriminated,  in  this  respect,  from 
the  people.     But  are  the  obligations  legal  or  constitutional 
resting  upon  thu  Govemment^the  confederated  Govern- 
ment of  any  higher  or  more  sacred  character  than  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  same  nature  which  bind  the  twenty-six 
States  of  the  Union,  and  the  people  in  their  inlUvidual  ca- 
pacities 1     I  call  upon  gentlemen  from  every  quarter,  who 
are  disposed  to  uphold  the  character  and  influence  of  the 
8tates-^I  call  upon  the  gentlemen  of  the  South ;  I  call  up- 
on the  gentlemen  who  represent  that  ancient  and  renowned 
Commonwealth,  Virginia,  to  step  forward  and  maintain  the 
equal  honor  and  respectability  of  that  Slate— of  the  old 
thirteen  especially,  and  to  vindicate  all  the  States  and  the 
whole  people  from  this  attempted  disparagement-*this  gross 
slight  of  their  just  pretensions.     Before  the  administration 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  attempte  to  set  an 
example  of  constitutional  conformity,  and  of  strict  honesty 
in  the  payment  of  its  debts,  let  it  first  restore  to  the  Statss 
and  to  the  people  that  sound  condition  of  the  circulating 
medium,  anid  those  ample  facilities  for  efiecting  their  ex- 
changes, which  enable  them  to  keep  their  foith  aud  main- 
tain Uieir  integrity  and  punctuality,  and  which  they  enjoy- 
ed before  the  mischievous  and  baneful  project  was  conceiv. 
ed  of  reforming  the  currency,  by  putting  down  banks  and 
bank  paper,  and  substituting  gold  and  silver,  or  a  Govern- 
ment paper  circulation.     Let  them  do  this,  and  the  admin- 
istration may  urge  with  some  propriety  the  obligations  of 
honor  and  g<in>d  foith,  to  pay  their  debte  in  gold  and  silver ; 
and,  until  they  shall  do  this,  wlmtever  they  may  profess, 
the  world  will  conclude,  and  justly  too,  that  the  whole  hen- 
e6t  to  be  derived  from  this  strict  regard  to  legal  obligation 
will  accrue  to  the  ofiiceholders,  and  others  who  happen  to 
be  creditors  and  dependanta  upon  the  General  Ch>vemment. 
l^hat  favored  class  will  rsceive  ten  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
their  just  demands  upon  the  Government.     Under  the 
present  state  ef  things^  the  disbunement  of  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  annually  in  gold  and  silver  among  the  ofiioehold- 
ers,  contractors,  and  other  creditors  of  the  Government, 
will  put  into  their  pocketo  thirty-three  millions  of  doUars, 
in  a  currency  which  will  pay  their  debte  at  par,  and  enable 
them  to  acquire  more  property  than  an  equal  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  could  have  done  during  several  years  post. 
This  will  be  the  mighty  result  of  this  new  born,  puritanic 
spirit,  which  appears  now  to  actuate  the  administration  in 
complying  with  the  obligations  of  the  Govemmaot.     Their 
policy  will  confer  upon  the  officeholders  and  others,  who 
compose  the  trained  bands  of  the  party  in  every  part  of  the 
Union,  a  bounty  of  three  millions  of  dollar* ;  and  by  this 
measura  their  allegiance  will  be  secured,  and  tlieir  energies 
duly  stimulated,  to  sustain  an  administration  so  generous 
«nd  munificent  to  them. 

But  does  the  Government  pledge  itself  that,  if  this  bill 
passes,  no  more  bank  or  other  paper  of  less  value  ihan  gold 
and  silver  will  be  ollered  in  payment  of  any  of  the  creditors 
of  the  Government  1  I  do  not  understand  that  the  Gov- 
ernment comes  under  any  new  obligations  in  this  respect ; 
and  after  we  shall  have  passed  this  bill,  we  have  no  secu- 
rity that  some  of  the  public  creditora,  as  heretofore,  will  not 
be  compelled,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
to  take  depreciated  paper,  or  get  nothing,  until  it  shall  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  Treasury.  Unless  the  administra- 
tion shall  come  under  some  higher  obligations  of  pKnciplo 
than  they  have  heretofore  recognised  in  practice,  it  does 
not  appear  but  they  may  still  pay  one  class  of  crKiitons  in 
gold  and  silver,  and  another  in  bank  paper,  or  other  paper 
below  par.  This  power  of  discrimination  between  di&rent 
classes  of  creditors,  I  regard  as  one  of  the  most  dangeroaa 
extensions  of  Executive  patronage  in  our  power  to  sanetioii. 
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and  it  will  lc«d  to  the  rtnkett  oomiptioii  if  it  is  permitted 
tocontinoe. 

it  is  eaid  the  credit  of  the  Gov9raBient  will  be  affected  if 
depreciated  bank  paper  should  be  <^ered  to  the  public  ored- 
iton;  and  it  is  pvelended  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  ne- 
cessary to  praeerve  the  credit  of  the  Government.  What 
credit  do  gentlemen  allude  to  t  If  it  is  pretended  that  the 
credit  of  th«  Government  has  not  already  been  tarnished — 
if  it  ia  alleged  that  its  credit  ie  not  every  day  stained  by  of- 
fering depwciated  paper  in  discharge  of  public  debts,  it  is 
Botorioos  that  the  facts  are  against  the  argument.  Bank 
and  ocher  depreciated  paper  has  not  only  lieen  offered,  but 
in  oMDj  oases  it  has  actually  been  put  off  upon  a  portion 
of  the  public  creditors,  and  some  of  them  the  most  deserv- 
iog.  A  portion  of  the  volunteers  of  Tennessee  were  not 
only  toDdered,  bat  actually  paid  in  bank  paper,  depreciated 
fiftseo  per  cent,  below  the  par  of  specie,  daring  the  lewt 
summer,  and  when,  at  the  same  time,  federal  c^cebold- 
eiB,  residing  just  across  the  line  between  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, and  Misaiseippi,  received  their  salaries  in  gold  and 
alvar,  which  commanded  a  preminm  of  ftfte^  per  cent,  in 
Tennessee  currency !  After  this,  let  no  one  say  that  there 
im  no  diflbrence  established,  under  the  present  ord<»r  of  things, 
baiween  the  governors  and  the  governed — ^between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people ;  nor  let  it  be  pretended  that  this 
Ciovamment  has  maintained  its  credit  untarnished  by  the 
coolact  of  depreciated  paper.  But,  sir,  I  affirm  that  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  has 
not  been  impured  by  the  payment  of  bank  or  other  depre- 
ciated paper  to  iu  creditors.  I  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  the 
credit  of  this  Government,  so  far  as  that  credit  is  the  result 
of  the  pablie  confidence  in  the  resources  of  the  country  and 
the  di^KMition  of  the  Government  to  pay  its  debts,  stands 
as  hig^  at  this  moment  as  at  any  time  heretofore. 

This  Giovcrmnent  can  now  borrow  whatever  money  may 
be  neeeasary  to  its  wants  at  as  low  a  rate  of  interest  as  at 
any- time  of  its  existence.  [Mr.  t^BneSAitT  said  lower.] 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvama,  who  sits  near  me,  says 
that  the  Government  can  now  borrow  money  at  a  lower 
r«Ce  of  interest  than  heretofore.  Then  it  is  dear  that  the 
GoveraoMnt  has  sustained  no  loss  of  credit  by  having  paid 
out  depieeiated  paper  «p  to  this  time.  Why  not,  then, 
continue  the  practice  t  Why  -not  make  it  uniform  ?  Why 
not  at  onee  raise  all  the  paper  of  solvent  banks  to  the  same 
eUadard  of  value,  and  pay  aU  the  public  creditors  in  the 
same  msdiom  ?  There  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not, 
vtwpi  the  determinaUoA  which  exisU  with  the  adminis- 
tration 10  persevere  in  their  fatal  eourra  of  experiments. 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 
which,  it  is  aaid,  is  an  objection  to  the  policy  of  receiving 
it  in  the  collection  of  the  public  revenoe  1  *  Suppose  this 
administration  were  dispoeed  to  restore  the  currency  of  the 
eoontry,  and  should  resolve  to  receive  in  payment  of  all 
paUie  dues  the  notes  of  all  solvent  banks  upon  such  con- 
ditaons  and  seeoritles  es  shall  make  the  Government  per- 
fectly aafo,  wluKt  would  the  depreciation  amount  to  1  By 
this  act  of  the  Government  the  demand  for  specie  would 
ceaae  in  every  pert  of  the  Union  hi  a  great  measure ;  and, 
when  the  foreign  debt  shall  be  paid,  the  difference  in  value 
Iwtfreen  bank  paper  and  gold  and  stiver  would  be  more 
noaainal  than  vmI  in  all  the  larger  cities.  The  gentleman 
from  Kew  York  [Mr.  CAxansLtBio]  has  told  us  that  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  great  emporium  of  our  trade, 
and  the  centre  of  exchange,  bank  paper  is  now  only  about 
foar  and  a  half  or  five  per  cent  below  par.  Let  the  Gov- 
emmeoi,  then,  resolve  to  take  it  in  payment  of  the  cus- 
toms^ and  from  that  moment  H  will  assume  nearly  par 
valve,  and  in  less  than  sixty  days  all  the  Eastern  banks 
can  lesume  specie  payments.  The  merchants  then  could 
pay  their  bonds;  they  would  ask  no  more  indulgence.  Mil- 
Rone  vrill  immediately  be  poured  into  the  Treasury.  The 
Government  would  be  able  to  indulge  the  banks  in  the 


West,  and  particularly  in  the  Southwest ;  and,  if  the  ad- 
ministration should  be  well  disposed,  every  solvent  bank 
in  the  Union  could  resume  specie  payments  in  a  few 
months.  The  demand  for  specie  having  ceased,  the  Gov- 
ernment being  no  longer  in  the  market  bidding  for  it, 
every  serious  impediment  to  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments will  be  removed.  With  the  crops  of  the  present 
year  in  the  Southwest,  and  with,  proper  indulgence  and 
assistance  from  the  Grovernment,  the  banks  in  that  quarter 
need  not  be  long  in  the  rear  of  the  Eastern  banks,  if  at  all. 
Sir,  I  repeat  that  this  Government,  if  it  is  so  disposed,  can 
promptly  restore  the  present  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  to  as  sound  a  condition  as  it  was  in  before  the  lato 
suspension.  Many  of  the  States  would  no  doubt  guaran- 
tee the  'safety  of  all  the  paper  of  the  banks  within  their 
limits  now  in  circulation.  Every  solvent  bank  would  fur- 
nish Sttti«lactory  securities,  and  all  would  come  under  such 
conditions  as  would  guaranty,  both  to  the  Government 
and  the  country,  that  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of  the 
credit  thus  given  to  their  paper  by  adding  to  the  amount 
already  in  circulation.  Then,  sir,  we  ehould  no  longer 
see  in  this  free  country  the  Government  harassing  and 
oppressing  its  citizens  by  collecting  its  taxes  in  gold  and 
silver,  to  be  distributed  among  those  who  have  the  good 
fortune  to  be  engaged  in  the  public  service,  while  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  have  no  other  currency  in  use  among 
them  but  bank  paper;  a  state  of  things  which,  for  the 
honor  and  character  of  free  Government,  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  a  day  longer  than  a  remedy  could  possibly  be 
applied. 

Then,  sir,  as  a  measure  of  coercion  against  the  admin- 
istration— as  a  measure  of  compulsion — I  would  reject  this 
bill.  We  know  the  administration  is  hostile  to  the  present 
cinpolating  medium  of  the  country  ;  that  hostility  is  avow- 
ed distinctly  iu  the  message.  In  the  newspaper  organs  of 
the  party,  and  from  a  hundred  different  sources  besides, 
we  learn  that  it  is  the  policy  of  a  large  party  in  the  coun- 
try to  make  banks  and  bank  paper  as  odious  as  possible 
among  the  people,  and  finally  to  break  tbem  down.  It  is, 
then,  the  policy  of  this  party  to  prevent  the  banks  from  re- 
suming specie  payments ;  it  is  their  policy  still  further  to 
cripple  the  operations  of  the  banks.  To  compel  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  the  course,  therefore,  which  the  public 
good  requires,  and  that  is  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
present  circulation  of  the  country,  I  would  withhold  my 
vote  from  this  bill,  if  there  were  no  other  reason  in  my 
mind  to  justify  that  course.  Withhold  the  aid  required 
by  this  bill,  and  all  will  be  vrell  in  ninety  days ;  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  compelled  to  receive  and  pay  out  bank 
paper,  and  that  is  all  that  is  necessary,  under  proper  lim- 
itations and  precautions,  to  bring  about  a  general  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

The  chairman  of  the  Comniittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
has  informed  us  that  one  object  to  be  accomplished  by  this 
bill  will  be  to  supply  a  medium  of  exchange,  a  species  of 
paper  which  we  will  find  very  convenient,  and  a  great  re- 
lief at  thiii  time  in  the  West.  I  can  inform  the  gentleman 
that  he  will  do  a  much  greater  service  to  the  West  by 
taking  Eastern  bank  notes  and  disbursing  them  on  our 
Western  frontier.  These  notes  would  furnish  a  cheaper 
remittance  than  any  Government  paper  that  can  be  created, 
and  they  answer  all  the  purposes  we  desire.  But,  sir,  I 
know  but  too  well  the  real  grounds  upon  which  this  bill  is 
urged  through  Congress.  It  is  not  because  the^overn- 
ment  cannot  get  along  without  it ;  it  is  not  because  there 
is  any  particular  interest  felt  in  relieving  any  particular 
section  of  the  country.  It  is  because,  by  this  measure,  and 
this  measure  alone,  the  administration  can  venture  upon 
any  new  experiment  upon  the  currency  and  finances  of  the 
country.  This  is  a  principal  motive.  Another  one  is, 
beyond  all  doubt,  to  furnish  a  medium  of  exchange  be- 
tween th^  difiereni  sections  of  the  Union,  so  as  to  silence. 


1339 

GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 

1340 

H.  or  R.] 

TVeastsry  Noteg, 

[Oct.  7,  1887. 

if  possible,  the  clamors  of  those  who  ore  eontinaally  de- 
claring that  we  mast  have  a  national  bank.  The  first 
great  measure  of  relief  which  the  country  requires,  is  to 
restore  the  existing  paper  currency  to  a  sound  condition. 
There  can  be  no  substantial  relief  until  this  is  done.  I 
need  not  tell  gentlemen  how  this  can  be  done.  They 
know  well  enough  how  it  could  be  done.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion in  what  manner  and  by  what  agency  the  exchanges 
of  the  country  are  to  be  regulated,  and  a  suitable  mediuofi 
for  this  purpose  supplied,  it  need  not  now  be  discossedl 
Upon  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  although  I  am  prepared 
to  give  my  support  to  the  establishment  of  one  whenever 
it  shall  be  wise  and  expedient  to  make  the  attempt,  yet  I 
am  by  no  means  so  sanguine  as  some  of  my  friends  upon 
this  floor,  that  such  an  institution  will  be  established,  at 
least  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Although  I  represent  a 
section  of  the  country  which  suffers  great  embarrassments 
for  the  want  of  an  institution  of  that  nature,  yet  I  have 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  advise  them  that  they  were  proba- 
bly destined  to  suifer  still  greater  embarrassments  before 
their  wishes  could  be  reMized  in  this  respect.  As  for  any 
relief  of  that  nature  from  the  present  Congress,  I  informed 
them,  before  I  set  out  for  this  place,  that  there  was  no  hope. 
.The  state  of  parties — the  various  conflicting  interests  in 
the  different  sections  forbid  the  expectation.  My  opinion 
of  the  remote  prospect  which  exists  of  the  establishment  of 
a  national  bsnk,  is  strengthened  by  the  circumstance  that 
the  States  of  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Ala- 
j^ma,  have  so  united  and  combined  their  financial  inter- 
ests with  their  respective  banks,  as  to  creste  a  general  op- 
position to  any  institution  which  threatens  to  diminish  the 
profits  of  local  banking,  and  thereby  curtail  the  local  revenue. 
For  these  various  reasons  I  have  not  relied  upon  a  national 
bank  as  a  means  of  relief  at  the  preisent  time.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  go  all  proper  lengths  in  the  support  of  such  meas- 
ures as  in  my  judgment  will  bring  present  relief,  without 
entailing  upon  the  country  permanent  evil ;  of  this  last 
description  I  regard  the  measures  proposed  by  the  present 
administration — ^such  I  regard  the  bill  under  consideration 
to  be.  To  attempt  a  relief  by  the  issue  of  a  Government  pa- 
per, I  believe  will  be  a  fundamental,  a  fatal  error;  not, 
sir,  because  the  Government  cannot  supply  a  very  good 
circulating  medium  for  the  present — ^not  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  administer  present  relief  to  any  extent  thst 
may  be  desired,  but  because  I  feel  the  strongest  conviction, 
that  more  intolerable  mischiefs  will  grow  out  of  this  mode 
of  relief  ultimately  than  any  wo  now  suffer.  Yes,  sir,  I 
believe  this  Government  can  supply  a  circulating  medium, 
cheap,  convenient,  safe,  and  abundant.  I  say  safe  in  a 
mercantile  scnse^  the  paper  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  might  answer  all  the  purposes  of  currency 
and  exchange,  without  the  danger  of  pecuniary  loss;  at 
all  events,  until  the  power  to  issue  paper  money  should  be 
abused  by  exceeding  the  demand;  but,  sir,  in  every  other 
sense  that  can  occur  to  the  imagination,  fruch  a  currency 
would  t»e  utterly  unsafe — unsafe  to  the  purity  and  econo- 
my of  this  Government — unsafe  to  the  rights  of  the 
States — unsafe  to  the  constitution — unsafe  to  the  lilier- 
ties  of  ouiselvey  and  our  posterity.  But  still  the  Gov- 
ernment can  give  present  relief.  Yes,  sir,  it  can  supply  a 
perfectly  sound  medium  of  exchange.  It  could,  if  the  ad- 
ministration wero  desperate  and  wicked  enough,  and  it 
should  continue  as  heretofore  to  be  sustained  by  a  dead 
majoritii  in  both  Houses  of  Congress — it  could  issue  Gov- 
ern mem  paper  sufficient  to  supply  the  entire  circulation  of 
the  country  ;  and  whether  such  a  design  be  already  form- 
ed or  not.  it  is  l>ecau8e  I  see  in  this  bill,  and  its  natural 
tendencies,  enough  to  put  us  upon  our  guard ;  enough  to 
awaken  our  suspicions  that  the  administration  are  medita- 
ting such  a  policy,  and  that  this  bill  is  intended  to  be  the 
precursor  of  others  more  objectionable,  that  1  would^et 
myself  against  it,  whatever  relief  it  may  bold  out  for  the 
present. 


I  must  say  a  word  or  two  to  those  gentlemen  in  this 
House  who  are  understood  to  dififer  with  the  President  in 
his  views  upon  the  subject  of  the  sub -Treasury  scheme, 
although  they  belong  to  the  same  )iolitical  party  ;  if  they 
mean  to  be  the  protectors  or  conservators  of  any  thing  else 
but  the  contemptible  and  paltry  interest  of  money  and  bank 
stock,  they  vill  not,  upon  this  question,  desert  the  interest 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  especially  of  the  debtor 
or  weaker  class,  and  unite  with  the  enemies  of  both.    It  is 
not  certain  if  in  their  zeal  to  come  to  some  compromise  of 
the  threatened  seism  of  the  party«  and  by  agreeing  to  ex- 
clude all  bank  notes  from  this  time  forth,  unless  they  are 
convertible  into  specie  on  demand,  they  have  not  already 
sacrificed  the  darling  interest  ot  bank  stock  and  bank  divi- 
dends.   They  certainly  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  avowed 
enemies  of  the  banks,  (I  mean  the  gentlemen  now  at  the 
head  of  affairs,)  to  manage  and  control  the  new  fiscal  sys- 
tem, with  whatever  modifications  it  may  be  adopted,  so  as 
to  make  it  produce  the  result  most  favorable  to  their  wiah- 
es ;  and,  rely  upon  it,  if  they  continue  hostile  to  the  banks 
and  to  bank  paper,  the  new  Treasury  machinery,  what^ 
ever  it  may  be,  will  be  so  managed  as  to  bring  both  into 
disrepute.     Let  gentlemen  take  warning  of  the  fate  of  the 
deposite  act  of  1836.      That  act,  unfortunately  for  the 
country,  was  committed  to  its  enemies  to  execute,  and 
the  whole  country  has  been  made  to  suffer,  that  those  who 
foretold  evil  therefrom  might  acquire  credit  for  sagacity. 
Nothing  can  be  more  certain,  in  my  judgment,  than  this 
proposition,  that  the  banks  cannot  resume  specie  payments 
at  all  while  the  administration,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing 
now-a-days,  ;while  the  Government  continues  hostile  to 
them.     It  is  my  opiniuion  that,  without  the  active  interpo- 
sition of  the  Government-— without  actual  aid  from  the 
Government,  the  banks  cannot  resume ;  but,  sir,  suppose  a 
majority  of  Congress  shall  agree  to  pass  the  sub-Treasury 
scheme  in  such  shape  that  the  collectors  and  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue  shall  be  compelled  to  raceive  tha  notes 
of  specie-paying  bonks  at  par,  if  it  shall  be  the  poUqr  9^  (he 
executive  department  of  the  Government  still  to  carry  on 
the  war  against  banks  and  bank  paper,  and  especially  if  it 
shall  enter  into  the  plana  of  the  Executive  to  conveit  these 
sub-treasuries  into  branches  of  a  grnt  central  office  in  this 
city,  which  is  to  supply  a  circulating  medium  founded 
upon  the  credit  of  the  Government,  can  a  doubt  exist  as 
to  the  perfect  ease  with  which  the  banks  may  be  managed 
or  controlled  either  way  1     If  it  shall  be  thought  best  that 
they  never  shall  resume  the  payment  of  specie,  what  power 
will  exist  in  the  country  to  counteract  the  secret  orders  of 
the  Executive,  acting  upon  and  through  his  dependants 
and  creatures  in  every  collection  district  1  and  what  bank 
would  be  able,  in  the  face  of  such  a  powoiful  enemy,  to 
resume  the  payment  of  their  notes  in  specie  1     But  it  may 
become  the  policy  of  the  foes  of  the  ^tate  banks  to  favor 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  that  they  may  the  more 
easily  prostrate  them  ;  it  may  become  necessary  to  the  ex  • 
ecution  of  their  plans,  that  the  banks  should  resume,  that 
their  vaults  should  be  opened,  that  those  of  the  sub-treasu- 
ries may  be  filled.    If  the  banks  ehouki  resume,  and  tbo 
Government  should  continue  hostile  to  them,  no  supp<>rt 
they  could  extend  to  each  other — no  combination  of  inter- 
ests  on  their  part,  could  prevent  the  Government  from  ahut- 
ting  up  the  vaults  of  one  after  another  until  all  shall  have 
failed.     There  is  no  escape  from  the  designs  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeut,  if  it  shall  continue  hostile  to  the  present  banking 
system,  until  the  people  shall  change  the  administration, 
or  unless  you  refuse  to  grant  the  supplies  necessary  to  tho 
war,  or,  in  other  words,  unless  you  reject  this  bill  anJ  re- 
duce the  Government  at  once  to  the  necessity  of  reaortins 
to  the  use  of  the  same  currency  which  the  people   arc 
obliged  to  put  up  with. 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  stand  here  the  sup- 
porter, not  of  the  banks,  but  of  the  country,  in  making 
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i^pponuoD  to  this  bill.  As  for  the  bank  stock  interast, 
tiul  those  whose  course  is  dictated  by  the  grovelling  policy 
of  preserving  the  State  banks,  for  the  sake  of  themseWes, 
or  for  the  sake  of  individual  interests,  I  know  not  whether 
I  would  most  pity  or  despise  them.  If  I  were  to  consult 
my  own  personal  feelings,  I  would  not  suffer  an  inoorpo- 
lated  bank  to  exist ;  but,  sir,  it  is  the  various  interests 
with  which  these  banks  are  connected ;  it  is  the  general 
interest;  it  is  the  interest  alike  of  merchant,  farmer,  and 
aannfiKtorer ;  of  the  laborer  as  well  as  of  the  capiulist, 
thai  they  shall  be  protected  against  the  hands  which  are 
BOW  npUfked  to  destroy  them. 

I  rsgard  the  proposition  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  to  sup- 
ply any  alleged  de6dt  in  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  same 
tiiae  to  supply  the  drculation  of  the  country,  at  this  par- 
ticalar  period,  as  one  of  the  most  mischievous  and  wicked 
prfijects  that  could  be  resorted  to  under  any  circumstances. 
The  bad  tenden^  of  it  caimot  be  doubted,  and  the  bad 
lesolto  are  almost  as  certain.  In  the  first  place,  thu  is  a 
rasort  which  ought  to  be  reserved  and  held  sacred  for  those 
high  emergencies  which  happen  to  all  nations,  at  some 
period  or  other  in  their  history ;  emergencies  growing  out 
ofasUte-of  war;  such  as  threaten  danger  to  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  the  country.  Then,  and  then  only, 
should  the  Government  exerdsis  the  power  of  making 
money,  or  availing  itself,  at  once,  of  its  power  and  its 
ciedit,  bj  issuing  its  own  notes.  The  example,  in  time  of 
peace,  is  a  bad,  and  may  become  a  fatal  one.  The  object 
BOW  to  be  accomplishod,  and  which  need  not  again  be 
pointed  om,  is  snffidently  objectionable,  but  the  conse- 
fuencea  which  may,  and  probably  will,  follow  from  it  are 
appaling.  If  there  is  any  member  in  this  House,  who  con- 
liders  that  economy  in  the  Government  ought  to  be 
cherished  and  supported— if  there  be  any  who  hold  that 
there  is  any  thing  in  the  idea  of  reform  but  a  mere  name, 
a  catch  word,  to  mislbad  the  people ;  if  there  are  any  who 
think  that  there  is  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
increase  of  Executive  patronsge,  I  call  upon  them  to  reject 
this  bill.  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South— I  ap- 
peal aspedally  to  that  portion  of  them  who  are  the  advo- 
cates of  States'  righta,  and  who  would  maintain  their  due 
infloenoe  in  the  confederaeyi  ^  oppose  this  measure.  I 
call,  more  especially,  upon  those  who  believe  that  the 
greatest  danger  which  threatens  our  system,  is  a  concen- 
tration of  all  power  in  the  General  Gov^nment,  to  unite 
with  me  in  going  against  this  bill.  Has  the  idea  of  con- 
solidation lost  ail  ita  terrors  1  Have  all  fears  of  such  a  re- 
sult subsided  in  this  House  1  If  there  are  any  remains  of 
tiMt  spirit  yet  left,  which  in  former  times  filled  this  hall 
with  remonstrances  upon  this  subject,  it  is  time  it  should 
arouse  itself.  This  bill  is  prepared  under  the  most  artful 
diagoises,  and  the  avowed  object  is  attractive  and  seduc- 
tire ;  it  is  urged  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  people  as  well 
u  to  the  Government;  it  is  said  that  it  will  furnish  a 
aediam  of  exchange,  which  will  tend  greatly  to  relieve 
the  interior  and  Southwest.  I  for  one,  sir,  was  not  taken 
bf  aorprise  by  the  introduction  of  thit  measure.  I  fore- 
saw the  probsble  aUempt  to  establish  a  Treasury  bank,  and 
I  warned  my  constituenta,  during  the  summer,  that  the  ad- 
AinistratioD  might  seek  to  repair  the  mischief  their  folly 
had  dona  the  country,  by  the  establishment  of  a  Govern- 
ment bank.  I  had  the  high  gratification  of  addressing  a 
large  easembly  of  freemen  of  my  district,  not  long  since, 
when  I  took  occasion  to  state  to  them,  that,  although  no 
nefief  could  be  antidpsted  from  the  early  establishment  of 
a  natiooal  bank,  yet  that  4he  embarrassments  which  I  hey 
Ubored  onder  could  all  be  removed  by  the  administiation, 
by  the  party  in  power,  if  they  thought  proper ;  but  when 
I  explainad  to  them  the  means  by  which  it  might  be  at- 
teflipced;  that  it  would  be  by  issuing  a  Government  pa- 
per, and,  in  efiect,  by  establishing  a  bank  founded  upon 
the  credit  of  the  Govvmment;  Mid  when  I  appealed  to 


them  in  behalf  of  those  higher  and  dearer  interests  which 
would  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  such  a  measure  of  relief,  and 
called  upon  them  to  say  whether  they  were  not  prepared 
to  suffer  still  greater  evils  than  those  which  now  oppressed 
them— whether  they  were  not  ready  to  sacrifice  half  their 
estateg  and  property,  before  they  would  accept  present  re- 
lief at  so  much  risk  to  the  constitution  and  public  liberty, 
the  general  exclamation  was :  «  we  will  sacrifice  the  whole 
first !"  Of  such  materials  are  the  farmers  and  mechanics, 
whom  it  is  my  pride — ^nay,  sir,  my  glory,  to  represent  upon 
this  floor. 

We  hear  the  severest  donundatlons  pronounced  against 
a  paper  currency  every  day  upon  this  floor,  yet  we 'are 
about  to  add  to  the  stock  of  paper  money  now  on  hand 
in  the  country ;  and  while  the  whole  Union  is  filled  with 
the  damor  which  has  been  artfully  exdted  against  all  banks, 
the  nation,  in  my  opinion,  is  upon  the  eve  of  sedng  estab- 
lished, under  the  dliaguise  of  sub-treasuries,  at  every  im- 
portant oommerdsl  point,  branches  of  a  great  central  bank, 
located  in  this  dty,  founds^  upon  the  public  revenues, 
and  under  the  control  of  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
Government ! 

I  happen  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  a  soone  entittod 
to  the  highest  confidence,  and  I  presume  you,  sir,  know 
quite  as  well  aa  myself,  that  the  war  commenced  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1829,  by  the  late  President, 
was  entered  upon  with  a  determination  to  establish  a  bank 
upon  ita  ruins^  founded  upon  the  revenue  and  credit  of  the 
Government.  I  happen  to  know  that  the  election  of  a 
highly  distinguished  gentleman  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  urged  by  a  high 
public  functionary,  upon  the  ground  that  he  would  be  high- 
ly useful  to  him  in  executing  his  plans  in  relation  to  a  new 
bank.  How  long  these  original  views  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent continued  to  operate  I  cannot  undertake  to  state.  I 
had  sufi&dent  reason  to  hope  that  in  1882  the  original  de- 
sign of  the  President  was  laid  aside,  or  considerably  mod- 
ified. Judging  from  certain  letters  which  appear  to  have 
emanated  from  the  Hermitage,  of  a  very  late  date,  I  would 
infer  that  the  policy  of  establishing  a  Treasury  bank  had 
been  wholly  abandoned  in  that  quarter ;  but,  sic  oven  as 
late  as  last  summer,  there  were  some  symptoms  of  an  abid- 
ing determination  to  carry  out  the  scheme  which  was  com- 
menced in  1829.  The  tone  of  one  of  the  leading  journals 
in  that  State,  and  mX>re  particularly  the  course  of  a  gentle- 
man long  a  member  of  Uiis  House^  in  his  canvass  during 
the  summer,  were  striking  facta,  and  they  did  not  pass  un- 
observed. The  gentleman  to  whom  I  allude  has  been  re- 
puted to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations, and  he  openly  avowed  hisj  intention  to  sup- 
port a  bank  founded  upon  the  credit  and  revenue  of  the 
Government.  But,  why  should  I  refer  to  drcumstances, 
to  conjectures,  when,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  we  shall  find  the  idea  of  a  Treasury 
bank  fully  developed  and  openly  recommended,  not  in  name, 
indeed,  but  under  such  feeble  disguises  that  none  can  mis- 
take the  true  object  1  1  will  quote,  in  confirmation  of  what 
I  have  said  upon  this  point,  a  single  paragraph  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  After  stating  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  furnish  **  some  paper  me- 
dium of  a  higher  character  and  other  than  what  now  exista/' 
and  which  <*can  be  readily  secured  without  treading  upon 
the  debatable  ground  of  either  the  power  or  the  policy  of 
chartering  a  national  bank,''  he  proceeds  tovtate  that-**  cer- 
tificates, not  on  interest,  but  payable  in  spede  to  bearer 
or  order,  as  well  as  being  receivable  for  all  public  dues^ 
could  be  authorised  to  be  given  ra  payment  to  the  public 
creditor,  whenever  preferred  by  hi  in,  and  suffident  spede 
existed  in  the  Treasury.  This  kind  of  paper  would  be 
very  convenient  in  form,  and  would  differ  very  little  from 
the  drafta  now  in  use  on  banks,  except  being  drawn  on  a 
kaowQ  spede  fund,  and  ezpreMug  on  iti  face  not  only 
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this,  but  its  beiiiff  receivabte,  in  the  first  instance,  for  all 
public  does.  It  would  possess  the  highest  credit  allowable 
in  society." 

Sir,  after  this  development  of  the  plans  which  have  been 
considered  at  the  Treasuiy,  who  will  be  found  haidy  enough 
hereafter  to  deny  that  a  Treasury  bank  is  not  to  be-^wUl 
not  be,  supported  by  the  party  in  power  1 

Regarding  it  thus  as  the  settled  policy  of  a  large  and 
powerittl  party  to  establish  a  bank  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic Treasury,  and  to  supply  a  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  with  paper  issued  directly  by  the  Government,  I 
shall  consider  the  republic  in  danger  until  this  crisis  is  past. 
If,  sir,  you  do  no  more  than  pass  this  bill,  you  set  an  ex- 
ample of  the  most  dangerous  nature.  Once  establish  the 
practioe  of  supplying  oil  real  or  alleged  deficiencies  in  the 
Treasury  by  issuing  Treasury  notes,  and  it  cuts  ofi'aU  hopes 
of  retrenchment-— of  limitation  or  moderation  in  the  public 
expenditures.  When  an  appropriation  of  money  shall 
hereafter  be  asked  for  some  new  and  extravagant  work  of 
internal  or  other  improvement,  we  shall  have  the  objection 
no  longer  urged  upon  this  flour  that  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces will  not  admit  the  expenditure ;  that  there  is  no  money 
in  the  Treasury.  Every  one  will  know  that  the  fact  is  not 
so ;  that,  for  the  cost  of  the  plates  and  paper,  the  Obvern- 
ment  can  make  as  much  money  as  we  diesire  for  every  pur- 
pose. The  argument  that  we  are  in  want  of  money  wilt 
be  clamored  down.  We  shall  be  enabled  forthwith  to  buy 
all  the  Indian  lands  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Roeky 
Monntains— to  enrich  all  the  agents,  jobbers,  traders,  and 
other  favorites  upon  the  whole  Western  frontier.  We  can 
construct  as  many  artificial  harbors  upon  our  lake  and  At- 
lantic borders  as  we  desire.  We  shall  be  able  to  erect  a 
chain  of  artificial  fortifications  upon  our  whole  frontier 
boundary,  on  such  a  plan  as  to  def^  the  approach  of  a  for- 
eign enemy.  We  shall  be  able  to  place  all  our  public  es- 
tablishments upon  a  scale  of  magnificence  and  grandeur 
corresponding  with  our  great  name  and  boundless  resources; 
for  there  will,  for  a  long  time,  be  no  want  of  money  in  the 
Treasuiy.  We  shall,  indeed,  have  a  pplendid  Govern- 
ment, and  be  able  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  all  the 
nations;  but,  whether  our  wisdom  or  our  folly  will  moat 
astonish  mankind,  I  leave  it  for  the  advocates  of  this  bill 
to  determine.  Whether  we  shall  long  remain  a  free  peo- 
ple will  soon  cease  to  be  a  question.  Sir,  when  we  shall 
once  have  set  the  example  of  replenishing  the  Treasury, 
upon  any  alleged  emergency  in  time  of  peace,  by  issuing 
"l^reasury  notes,  the  practice  will  become  permanent.  In 
a  Government  like  ours,  we  siiall  never  be  able  to  retrieve 
a  fiilse  step  like  this ;  we  shall  never  be  able  to  correct  a 
policy  which  will  be  entwined  with  so  many  interests,  until 
a  revulsion  shall  come,  which  shsli  shake,  ay,  prostrate 
the  now  seemingly  solid  columns  which  sopport  the  fabric 
of  our  liberty  in  the  dust. 

Mr.  Bkll  made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  the 
connexion  between  commerce  and  the  banking  system  in 
this  country,  and  showed  bow  much  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  depended  upon  the  credit  system ;  and  conclud- 
ed by  moving  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  OAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BR0N80N  said  he  felt  unwilling  that  the  question 
should  be  taken  on  the  motion  now  pending,  and  that  the 
bill  should  finally  pass  from  this  House,  without  giving  his 
views  upon  the  measure  under  consideration ;  and,  from  the 
peculiar  character  which  this  debate  had  now  assumed,  and 
particularly  since  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tenness<>e,  Mr.  Baoirsoir  said  he  felt  more  strongly 
impelled  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  would  influ- 
ence his  vote,  and  which  rendered  it  dear  to  his  mind  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  should  become  a  law.  I  have 
(said  Mr.  B.)  reganded  this  measure  as  one  peculiarly  eal- 
ettkted  lo  relieve  the  peouniary  distiesaas  of  the  country 


generally,  and  to  benefit  the  people,  as  well  as  to  furnish 
immediate  aid  to  the  Treasury ;  as  one  which  has  been 
viewed  in  thst  light  by  all  parties  in  and  out  of  this  House, 
and  even  till  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours,  I  did 
not  consider  that  there  was  any  serious  oppositien  to 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  Government  stock,  in 
some  form.  On  my  journey  to  this  city,  I  frequently 
heard  it  suggested  that  such  a  measure  would  be  eminent- 
ly calculated  lo  give  relief,  and  one  which  Congress  should 
adopt  by  all  means,  if  practicable :  and,  what  is  woithy 
of  remark,  these  suggestions,  in  almost  all  instances, 
came  from  the  opposition — from  the  political  friends  of 
those  who  are  now  opposing  this  bill  on  this  floor.  After 
my  arrival  here,  the  project  was  frequently  spoken  of,  and 
always  with  favor ;  in  fact,  a  sentiment  decidedly  friendly 
to  the  measure  prevailed  here,  so  far  as  I  heard  any  expres- 
sion on  the  subject,  (with  one  or  two  exceptions,)  until 
about  forty -eight  hours  ago,  and  after  this  bill  had  been 
some  time  under  discussioii,  when  suddenly  it  seemed  that 
new  light  had  broken  in  upon  this  matter.  Yesterday 
morning,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  heard  ftrom  New  York  that 
specie  had  fallen  in  that  great  commercial  mart — that  Treas- 
ury drafts  were  worth  as  much  all  to  about  1  pef  cent,  aa 
specie— etocks  rising  and  trade  apparently  reviving.  There 
was  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  every  reason  for  ^e  pubKe  then  to 
suppose,  not  only  thst  this  bill  would  pass,  but  that  duty 
bonds  would  be  extended,  and  further  time  given  to  the  de- 
posite  banks  to  pay  the  balances  due  from  (hem  as  provided 
by  the  bills  on  your  table.  Now,  sir,  it  is  a  little  singular 
that  on  the  receipt  of  this  news,  and  when  it  would  seem 
that  better  times  were  dawning  upon  the  country,  when 
business  appeared  to  be  reviving,  and  when  this  and  other 
measures  recomsaended  by  the  Executive,  which  it  might  ' 

be  supposed  would  pass  this  House,  appeared  to  have  the  ' 

effect  to  allay  excitement  and  restore  confidenee— I  say  it  is 
singular,  sir,  at  such  a  moment,  that  a  most  vigorous  ef- 
fort is  suddenly  made  to  defeat  this  biH,  and  prevent  the 
'issue  of  Treasury  notes,  whioh,  on  all  hands,  so  far  as  I 
have  underatood,  has  tieen  viewed  as  a  measure  so  well  cal- 
culated for  the  relief  of  the  country.     We  have  heard 
muth,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  the  Government  taking  care 
of  itself  without  any  care  for  the  people.     The  measures 
recommended  by  the  administration  have  been  denounced 
on  this  floor  as  having  a  single  eye  to  that  object,  and  it 
has  bpen  made  matter  of  complaint  here  that  no  measures 
of  relief,  for  the  people  were  proposed.     This,  however, 
has  been  looked  upon  as  a  measure  calculated  to  relieve  the 
people  as  well  as  the  Government ;  as  a  measure  that  wooM 
throw  into  circulation  ten  million  of  doilara,  which  would 
be  equal  to  so  much  addition  to  the  specie  capital  of  the         \ 
country— fumirtiing  great  facilities,  either  as  remittancee        i 
or  domestie  exchanges,  particularly  to  all  classes  of  the        ) 
commercial  community.     And  yet,  sir,  the  moment  there 
is  a  prospect  that  this  measure  will  be  wlopted,  and  carried 
too  as  an  administration  measure,  the  whole  opposition  par- 
ty are  arrayed  against  it ;  and  unless  I  have  entirely  mla-        i 
understood  the  scope  ond  tenor  of  this  debate,  their  hoa-        { 
tility  to  the  measure,  if  it  did  not  originate  on  reception  of       , 
the  news  from  New  York  above  alluded  to,  it  did,  at  Itmst, 
then  assume  a  more  vigorous,  obstinate,   and  powerful 
shape,  so  moch  so  as  to  impress  upon  my  mind  most  strong- 
ly the  belief  that  there  was  some  connexion  between  the 
cause  and  efleot. 

Did  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  suppose  that  if  thia  bill 
passed  it  would  immediately  give  relief,  restore  confidence, 
and  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  administration  1  That 
such  will  be  the  effect,  to  a  very  great  extent,  I  have  no 
dcrabt ;  and  I  had  hoped  that  thi^i  consideration  might  not 
be  entirely  overlooked  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill ;  or.  if  | 
noted  by  them,  that  h  would  not  add  zeal  to  their  opposition. 
I  hope  it  has  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  listened  to  the  debates  on  thi»  bill. 
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and  given  theia  all  due  attentioli ;  and  the  various  objections 
which  have  been  raised  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion 
against  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  have  .roceived  from  me 
aUflntive  consideration. 

J  was  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if  the  state  of 
the  Treaaary  was  such  as  to  warrant  it,  and  I  have  heard 
nothing  jet  which  to  my  mind  is  a  sufficient  objection 
against  it.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
we  occupy  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  the  point  at  which 
we  have  arrived  in  this  discussion. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treasury  is  near- 
ly or  qoite  exbansted-^that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  raise  money^  either  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unless  the 
unavailable  funds  now  in.  hand  can  be  realized  1  I  shall 
not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country,  or  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  as  exhibited  by  the 
Seeretary'e  report,  or  the  various  ezplanationB  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.  I  assume  the  position 
that  there  is  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  or  that  aoeh  will 
be  the  case  very  shortly — and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry 
on  the  operations  of  the  Governments  We  are  told  so  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  whole  of  this  debate 
haa  proceeded  upon  that  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Bkll,]  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others,  such  has  been  ai* 
luwed  to  be  the  true  state  of  the  Treasury  by  all  who  have 
addresaed  the  House  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no 
qoearion  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is  now 
presented  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shall  we  replenish  the 
Treasury ;  I  say  merely  the  Treasury,  and  no^  an  exhausted 
or  bankrupt  Treasury ;  for,  sir,  we  have  ample  resouwes,  as 
soon  aa  they  can  be  realiaed,  without  resorting  to  taxes  or 
duties.  It  is  only  necesaary  to  resort  to  some  temporary 
expedient  to  enable  the  Government  to  go  on  and  to  fur- 
nish the  Treasury  with  the  necessaiy  moans,  until  the  debta 
due  to  the  Government,  and  the  ample  but  at  present  un- 
available means  which  we  have,  can  be  realized  without 
unneccasary  distress  or  pressure  upon  the  people. 

"By  the  strong  vote  in  this  House  last  evening  on  the 
subject  of  selling  the  United  States  Bank  bonds,  it  was  un- 
equivocally determined  that  we  would  not  adopt  that  mea- 
sure. We  must  then  call  upon  the  deposito  banks  for  the 
inmediata  payment  of  all  balances  doe  from  them,  and  also 
upon  the  merchanto  for  the  instant  payment  of  the  duty^ 
bonds,  or  a  resort  must  be  had  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
or  Government  stocks  for  a  short  time  until  those  claims 
can  be  reaUaed.     Can  gentlemen  devise  any  other  course  1 

Ton  have  now,  sir,  npon  your  table  a  bill  postponing 
the  pjayment  of  duty  bonds  nine  moodis,  and  another  allow- 
ing time  to  the  depoaite  banks  to  psy  the  balances  due  from 
them,  neither  of  which  are  yet  acted  upon  in  this  House, 
but  both  of  which,  so  fiir  as  any  opinion  has  been  elicited, 
meet  with  universal  iavor.  In  fact,  sir,  I  doubt  whether 
there  is  a  roeoiber  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to  sup- 
port both  of  those  measures ;  and  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
sdokinistration  and  to  this  bill,  are  supposed  to  be  particu- 
larly favorable  to  those.  Can  gentlemen  of  the  opposition, 
th«n,  fail  to  see  the  efiect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill  must 
have  npon  those  measures  ?  Are  they  sincere  in  desiring 
a  delaj  upon  the  duty  bonds,  and  the  allowance  of  further 
time  to  the  deposite  banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in  the  defeat  of 
both  those  bills  1  Are  they  willing  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibili^  of  denyiiiff  any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the 
duty  bonds,  which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
refoaiiig  to  pass  this  bill  1  T  apprehend,  sir,  that  gentlemen 
have  not  duly  weighed  these  considerations,  and  yet  it 
wonid  aeem  impossible  that  they  can  have  overlooked  the 
bet  that,  by  exacting  immediate  payment  of  the  duty  bo*ds 
and  bnnk  bahwcea,  not  only  the  security  or  safety  of  the 
debta  aigbt  be  eadang^red,  but  that  increased  pressure  apd 
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distress  must  be  felt  through  all  the  ramifications  of  society  «* 
and  yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  avoided  if  this  bill  is 
defeated  1 

But,  sir,  another  and  more  weighty  objection  is  now 
urged  to  this  bill.  After  it  had  been  debatc^d  nearly  two 
days,  it  was  suddenly  discovered  to  be  an  enemy  in  dis- 
guise ;  a  scheme  fraught  with  all  soru  of  mischief  to  the 
country,  and  danger  to  our  institutions ;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  as  an  ontering 
wedge  towards  a  permanent  national  paper  currency.  The 
changes  have  been  rung  upon  these  words»  in  all  forms  and 
shapes,  until  the  esr  is  weary  of  the .  repetition ;  and,  like 
the  old  United  States  B^nk,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusette  insisted  had  become  a  kind  of  « stalking 
horse"  in  thi^  House,  sir,  this  idea  of  a  «  Treasury  bank," 
"a  Government  paper  currency,"  has  become  n  kind  of 
*<  stalking  horse"  to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this 
floor  by  every  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten  mem- 
bers out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this  measure.  Now,  sir, 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  a  Treasury  bank  as  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  go  as  fer  in 
oppoaing  any  measure  which  would  be  an  incipient  step 
towards  such  an  institution,  or  towards  the  establishment 
of  an  irredeemable  Government  paper  currency,  as  the  most 
patriiftic  of  them ;  but,  after  a  very  candid  examination  of 
the  sttk^ect  in  all  ite  bearings,  and  aAer  a  careful  perusal 
of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover  the  lurking  dangers  with 
which  other  gentlemen  seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.  I  am 
not  able  to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency  larking 
about  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it.  It  is,  sir,  a  very  plain, 
intelligible  bill,  just  what  it  purgorU  to  be  on  the  face  of  it, 
and  liieaning  nothing  more  th.m  is  expressed ;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  an  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  to  a  limited  amount,  to  fulfil  its  obliga- 
tions ;  thus  antieipatlDg  the  moneys  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  to  do  it  without  laying  any 
taxes  or  new  duties.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  con- 
fined to  ton  millions,  beyond  which  amount  no  issue  can  be 
made ;  and,  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  I  will  myself 
propose  the  amendment  oflbred  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
l^  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johmsow,}  limit- 
ing the  time  within  which  these  notes  shsll  be  issued  to 
the  first  of  Juno,  1839,  or  some  other  shorter  time,  so  as 
to  throw  around  the  bill  all  those  safeguards  necessary  to 
render  it,  as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  purports  to  be 
on  the  fdce  of  it,  a  measure  merely  temporary.  By  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to  extend  all  rea- 
sonable indulgence  to  the  Government  debtors,  at  a  time 
when  it  is  not  only  the  interest  but  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  do  80 ;  we  shall  furnish  a  temporary  circulation 
which  may  and  will  be  used,  not  only  as  a  remittance  to 
Europe,  but  between  the  difierent  parts  of  the  Union ; 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  equalize  exchanges,  retain  • 
our  specie  from  foreign  exportation,  restore  cummercial  • 
confidence,  and  in  every  way  relieve  the  country,  without 
injury  to  the  Government  or  danger  to  our  institutions. 
I  ssy  without  danger  to  our  institutions;  for,  really, 
sir,  I  cannot  see  the  least  shadow  of  foundstion  for  the 
apprehensions  of  gentlemen  on  that  point.  This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this  Got- 
eniment,  and  without  any  objection  as  to  ite  constitutionali- 
ty. It  is  no  new  experiment,  sir;  no  trifling  with  the 
supposed  powers  given  us  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  ju- 
dicious exercise  of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  Mf  a  former  Con- 
fess, as  by  sound  discretion  snJ  a  just  regard  for  a  sufier- 
ing  country. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  before  resuming  my  seat,  I  feel 
bound  to  notice  more  particulsriy  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bill.] 
That  honorable  gentkmftn,  sir,  addressed  himself  to  van* 
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0U8  interests  in  this  House — ^to  the  South  and  Southwest — 
and  particularly  to  those  members  whom  he  denominated 
the  conservatives  on  this  floor,  and  invited  them  most  ear- 
nestly to  come  and  do  battle  with  him  on  this  field,  against 
this  measure.  Whether  he  intended  to  include  me  among 
the  members  of  this  latter  class,  I  cannot  say  ;  but,  at  all 
events,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  decline  his  invita- 
tion altogether.  I  cannot  do  battle  in  any  such  cause,  or 
in  such  ranks.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  does 
not  understand  the  course  of  the  administration  party  in 
this  House ;  that  he  is  mystified  as  to  the  conduct  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  party  which  be  denominates  the  con- 
servatives ;  that,  on  all  subjects,  they  go  with  the  adminis- 
tration, and  are  uniformly  arrayed  on  this  floor  in  favor  of 
the  measures  of  the  administration ;  that  he  does  not 
know  what  to  make  of  it,  and  he  inquires,  very  signifi- 
cantly, whether  they  have  made  peace,  and  what  are  the 
terms; 'and  a^ks  to  see  the  bond  of  compromise,  or  to  be 
told  what  is  to  be  the  future  course  of  those  whom  he  calls 
conservatives. 

^ow,  sir,  I  shall  not  affect  to  misunderstand  this,  or 
doubt  whether  I  was  one  of  those  membeis  to  whom  these 
queries  fvere  addressed.  I  was  one  of  these  who  voted  for 
Thomas  Allen  as  printer  to  this  House,  and  neither  then 
nor  now,  here  or  elsewhere,  have  attempted  to  conceal  my 
vote  on  that  occasion.  My  reasons  for  that  vote,  T  am  not 
now  called  upon  to  give ;  this  is  not  the  time  or  the  occa* 
sion  for  that,  sir ;  but  the  fsct,  perhaps,  furnishes  a  sufli- 
cient  reason  of  itself,  why  I  may  conclude  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  addresses  himself,  in  part  at  least,  to  me. 
Neither,  sir,  will  I  affect  to  misunderatand  the  ultimate 
object  of  the  gentleman's  inquiries,  and  I  beg  to  carry  out 
those  queries,  and  give  them  the  point  to  which  the  whole 
seemed  to  tend — to  arrive  at  once  to  the  gist  of  the  matter, 
which  the  delicacy  of  the  gentleman,  and  perhaps  his  dis- 
position to  avoid  bluntness,  induced  him  to  suppress — and 
which  was  no  more  or  less  than  asking  myself  and  others, 
*<  do  you  intend  to  act  with  the  opposition  1  will  you  throw 
yourselves  into  the  arras  of  the  whigs  V*  I  answer,  no ! 
and  I  thank  the  gentleman  fur  the  opportunity  he  has  af- 
forded me,  of  answering  this  qu^iion  thus  unequivocally 
and  unreservedly  in  the  negative.  To  my  friends,  no 
sueh  answer  was  necessary  ;  but  if  he,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber  of  the  opposition,  has  suppoeed  from  that  vote  that 
any  such  eipectation  could  be  fairly  entertained,  I  now 
take  this  occasion  to  put  a  final  eiUnguisher  upon  any 
such  supposition  or  expectation.  1  speak  without  author- 
ity as  to  others,  and  only  for  myself;  but  I  feel  persuaded 
that  I  do  but  speak  the  well-known  sentiments  of  those 
members  of  the  New  York  delegation,  whom  the  honorable 
gentlemen  calls  conservatives,  or  who  voted  for  Mr.  Allen, 
when  I  say  that  there  are  no  truer  friends  of  the  present 
Executive  on  this  floor  than  they  are,  and  none  less  likely 
to  abandon  their  principles  or  their  party.  They  were 
elected  as  the  friends  of  the  present  administration,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  will  sustain  it  in  all  honor  and  good  faith. 
For  myself,  at  least,  I  can  say  that  I  shall  do  so.  And 
though  I  did  differ,  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to,  in 
the  choice  of  a  printer,  with  some  of  my  political  friends, 
and  may  perhaps  again  have  occasion  to  differ  with  some 
of  them  on  unimportant  or  unessential  poiots,  or  questions 
of  expediency  merely,  not  involving  any  political  principle 
and  not  touching  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  demo- 
crstic  party,  yet  I  feel  confident  that  I  am  surrounded  here 
by  political  friends,  who  are  too  magnanimous,  and  who 
have  too  high  a  respect  for  personal  independence  and 
freedom  of  opinion,  to  look  upon  every  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  a  difference  of  principle ;  who  do  not  consider  that 
party  iaith  means  party  servility ;  and  who  will  respect 
honest  differences  of  opinion,  and  not,  as  a  test  of  party 
failh  or  political  integrity,  exact  a  blind  and  slavish  obedi- 
ence to  every  whim  or  project  which  any  or  every  member 


of  the  party  may  bring  forward.  I  stand  here,  sir,  ai  the 
representative,  of  a  free  constituency,  to  act  as  becomes  a 
freeman,  and  to  repreeent  my  constituents  faithfully,  so 
far  as  \  am  able  to  do  it.  I  was  elected  aa  a  friend,  of  the 
administration,  und  by  its  friends ;  and  while  T  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  it  will  be  no  less  my  inclination  than 
my  dulya^^to  give  to  this  administration  that  honorable  and 
hearty  support,  which,  from  these  drcumatances,  may  be 
juatly  expected  of  me,  and  which  shall  be  alike  consistent 
with  patriotism  and  principle,  and  a  conscientious  discbarge 
of  duty. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  fiom  Tennessee  asks, 
what  are  the  terms  of  compromise  between  the  members  of 
the  democratic  party  on  this  floor  ?  what  is  the  bond  of 
union  1 — as  though  some  contract  had  been  drawn  up  and 
entered  into  between  Uie  friends  of  the  administration,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  act  in  concert  and  harmony  in 
the  House ;  and  one  could  suppose  that  he  expected  to  see 
some  written  instrument,  perhaps,  with  the  great  seal  of 
state  appended  to  it.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  tbst 
there  is  no  such  document  in  existence,  to  my  knowledge  ; 
but  should  there  be,  he  shall  certainly  be  gratified  with  a 
perusal  of  it. 

But  there  is  a  bond  of  union,  sir,  between  the  firiends  of 
the  administration,  much  stronger  and  more  powerful  than 
f  any  such  written  instrument ;  and  that  bond  of  union,  sir, 
is  the  political  principles  which  we  hold  in  common ;  those 
principles  whidi  were  characteristit;  of  the  last  and  present 
administration  ;  which  were  promulgated  by  Thomas  Jef-  , 
fenon  ;  which  from  his  day  to  this  time  have  distinguished 
the  democratic  republicans  from  their  opponents,  of  what- 
ever name  or  description,  and  have  been  sanctioned. by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  by  the  dictates  of  justice  and  rea- 
son. This  is  the  bond  of  union  between  the  friends  of  th^ 
administration ;  and  this  it  is  that  enables  them  to  act  uni- 
tedly ;  and  this,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen see  such  a  uniform  array  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
in  favor  of  the  administration's  measures ;  and  why  he  will 
continue  to  see  the  same  thing  so  long  as  those  measures 
are  in  accordance  with  those  principles,  and  while  they 
tend  (as  they  necessarily  must,  when  in  accordance  with 
those  principles^  to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  the 
permanency  of  the  Union. 

I  trust  the  mystery  is  explained,  and  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  will,  hereafter,  have  no  diflkulty  in  compre- 
hending the  course  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
and  the  reason  for  their  acting  in  concert. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  will  not  prevail;  but  that  this  bill,  as  well 
as  the  other  one  now  before  this  House,  which  I  have  be- 
fore alluded  to,  will  pass ;  and  that  thereby  the  most  es- 
sential and  immediate  relief  will  be  afforded,  (as  I  verily 
believe  It  will,)  not  only  to  an  almost  exhausted  Treasary, 
but  more  especially  to  the  people  generally,  whose  patience, 
I  fear,  is  as  nearly  exhausted  as  the  public  Treasury,  and 
who  are  anxiously  looking  (and  I  (rust  not  in  vain)  for 
such  relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  sfford,  and 
such  as  we  can  consistently  grant,  and  which  the  exigency 
of  the  times  so  imperiously  demands. 

Mr.  HaLSTED,  of  New  Jersey,  next  rose,  and  had 
proceeded  but  a  little  time  in  reply  to  Mr.  BftOHaoxr, 
when  the  hour  arrived  for  the  recess. 

Etsitivo  SiTTiire. 

llie  Treasury  note  bill  still  before  the  House,  the  de- 
pending question  being  as  hist  stated-* 

Mr.  HALSTED  resumed  his  remarks,  and  entered  in- 
to an  argument  to  prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of 
credit,  and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  constitution. 
He  quoted  the  message  of  General  Jackson  in  1836,  Judfce 
Marshall,  and  various  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
support  of  his  poaitioii.    He  was^  thertfoiey  unwilling  to 
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give  to  tiM  adiDiniitraUon  the  power  of  inoing  Treuory 
notaiy  as  thej  evidently  had  bo  right  so  to  do. 

He  ooDtsoded  that  the  language  of  the  Seeretary,  and 
the  bill  itself,  indicated  that  the  notes  were  intended  to 
fbraa  a  constituent  part  of  the  curreney,  which  of  iteelf  was 
a  pofideot  objection.  He  also  opposed  the  UU  on  the 
groaod  that  it  provided  no  fund  for  the  redemption  of  such 
notes,  and  quoted  authorities  to  show  that  (Government 
dsbU  ahoald  never  he  incurred  without  some  speci6c  means 
being  appropriated  for  their  liquidation.  It  was  likewise 
his  opinioo  that  the  issue  of  Tieasury  notes  would  prevent 
the  benke  resuming  specie  payment  He  could  not  vote 
for  the  bill,  because  it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Trea- 
sury bank,  and  add  to  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to  en- 
able him  to  buy  up  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  WHTTPLESEY  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nmate  [Mr.  Bsll]  would  withdraw  his  proposition,  and 
thai  the  question  would  be  taken  on  the  bill  that  night,  at 
lieast  flome  time  before  17  o'clock. 

Mr.  BBLIj  withdrew  his  proposed  amendment 

Mr.  RIVES  would  like  the  gentleman  [Mr.  R««tt]  to 
amend  further,  by  making  the  Treasury  notes  redeemable 
twelve  months  after  date,  instead  of  six,  as  proposed.  For 
\uA  part,  he  was  not  willing  to  pledge  the  credit  of  Gov. 


)  unlees  it  had  funtis  to  comply  with  its  engage- 
If  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  amendment  as 
euggested,  he  would  vote  for  it 

Mr.  RHR  n'  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that,  when  ihey  came  there,  they  were 
aeoHed  fay  the  opposition  with  having  involved  the  coon- 
try  in  difficulty ;  and,  on  that  account,  the  opposition  had 
adopted  the  motto  of  <*  hands  off,"  and  would  propoee 
nothing  themselves,  nor  cooperate  with  others  in  adopt- 
ing measures  of  relief.  One  gentleman  [Mr.  Bbll]  had 
told  them  that  morning  that  they  ought  not  to  do  any 
thing.     That  gentlem4n  was  a  <*  perliamenUrian,"  well 


the  rules,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  make  uae 
of  thai  skill  in  order  to  attain  hi4  objecle.  Indeed,  if  he 
had  not  been  misinformed  by  his  friend,  had  that  gentle- 
men (Mr,  B.)  succeeded  in  the  morning  with  his  amend- 
neni  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clauae,  the  bill 
wooU  have  been  lost ;  and,  by  that  coarse,  the  gentleman 
would  have  prevented  any  relief  to  the  banks  or  to  the  na- 
tion. Jt  was  thus  evident  that  the  object  was  todefoet  the 
bill,  without  ofleriog  any  substitute  for  it  Mr.  H.  said 
that,  when  he  cane  to  Congress,  he  came  with  the  im- 
prassiou  that  the  Government  and  country  were  embarrass- 
ed ;  and,  divesting  himself  of  all  party  feeling,  he  had  not 
stopped  to  investigate  the  causes,  but  was  bent  on  remov- 
ing the  evil.  When  a  house  was  in  flames,  the  inquiiy 
was^  not  how  it  caught  fire,  but  huw  the  fire  couhl  be  ex- 
tinguished ?  So,  in  the  present  case,  alt  debate  as  to  the 
prubaUe  caoi^  of  the  present  distiess  was  worse  than  usc- 
Icse.  All  little  diflferences  should  be  laid  aside,  and  each 
membAr  act  for  the  public  good.  He  then  referred  to  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1818,  to  his  son-in-law, 
then  chairman  of  the  Commttlue  of  Ways  and  Means, 
wherein  he  strongly  recommended  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  said  they  would  be  more  useful  if  not  bearing 
interest  than  otherwise;  also  to  an  act  passed  in  1815, 
and  various  other  acts,  anthoriiing  the  issue  of  such  notes, 
without  a  dissentient  voice.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  was 
a  hir  inference  that  their  predecessors  had  no  doubt  as  to 
the  right  given  by  the  constitution  for  the  adoption  of  such 
raeaeuree,  when  required  by  the  exigency  of  Grovernment. 
He  believed  the  peesage  of  the  present  bill,  whether  amend- 
ed or  not,  would  enable  the  banks  to  resume  specie  pey- 
ments,  and  afford  relief  to  the  mcichants  and  count^  at 
large. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  would  vote  for  tlie  bill, 
bat  more  willingly  if  the  notes  bore  interest  than  other- 


The  queetion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rasrr's  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected:  Yeas  81,  nays  137,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS^Measrs.  Bel),  Bond,  Boon,  Brodhead,  William 
B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Carter,  Chap- 
man, Chtlds,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Crary,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Elmore,  Ewing,  James  GArland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson, 
Glascock,  Jas.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawee,  Hawkins, 
Herod,  Holt,  Hubley,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
William  C.  Johnson,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Mc- 
Clure,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Petrikin,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potter,  Rariden,  Rhett,  • 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Augustine 
H.  Sheppeid,  Shields,  Sbeplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stone, 
Thompson,  Towns,  Wegener,  Webster,  \.  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod 
Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 81. 

NATs^-Moasrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beat- 
ty,  Beirne,  Birknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chamberii, 
Cheney,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Cndiing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Da  vies, 
Debeny,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Ewards,  Everett,  Fsrring- 
ton,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Goode,  Grantland,  Grinnell,  Haley,  Halsled,  Harrison, 
Hastings,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holaey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jaln-z 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Ktlgore, 
Klingensmith,  Jjeadlietter,  liincoln,  Ijogan,  A.  Loomis, 
A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan, 
McKim,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Naylor,  Nofole,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Ow- 
ens, Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Patton,  Payn- 
ter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pennybacker,  Plumer,  Potts,  Prenti^s, 
Reed,  Reily,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stew- 
art, Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tayfor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Tumey,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Weeks,  Thomns 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 137. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  sundry  amendments  (heretofore  indi- 
cated) to^he  bill,  which  he  eipleined  and  sustained  at 
length.  He  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  **  as  the  Sec- 
retary may  deem  expedient,"  and  to  insert  instead  thereof 
the  words,  •<  as  the  exigencies  of  the  country  may  require," 
in  reference  to  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  i.4sued. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  issue  of  the  proposed  notes 
with  interest.  He  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  issue  them  at  all. 

Mr.  Wisx's  firvt  amendment,  to  strike  out  and  inofrt  as 
above,  was  agreed  to. 

That  with  regard  to  the  interest  proposed  was  rejected, 
as  were  two  others  immediately  following. 

Mr.  WISE  then  proposed  the  tollowing  amendment : 

Provided,  That  it  ^shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  any  disbursing  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  pay  out  or  circulate  any  Treasury  note  or  notes, 
so  long  as  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  such  disburFin^ 
officer,  or  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  any  specie 
or  other  available  funds:  And  provided,  fuH  her.  That  the 
whole  amount,  or  so  much  of  the  five  niillions  of  dollars 
as  by  law  is  to  remain  in  the  Treasury  for  contingencies, 
sliall  be  kept  on  hand  in  Treasury  notes,  until  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Government  shall  render  their  use  or  circulation 
neeeasary. 

Upon  which  he  demanded  the  yess  and  nnys.    Ordered. 

Mr.  .MERCER  briefly  addressed  the  House,  and  sug- 
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gested  Bomc  modification  to  the  amendment  of  bU  colleague, 
Mr.  Wjbe. 

Mr.  WISE  acceded  to  the  proposal  to  modify  bis  amend- 
raeut,  so  that,  aa  modified,  it  would  make  it  the  duty  of 
disburscra  to  pay  out  specie  first,  and  then  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENVii  opposed  the  amendment  as  being 
altogether  impracticable. 

Mr.  WISE  was  willing  to  modify  the  omcndmeut  so  as 
to  make  it  conformable  with  the  gentleman's  notions  of 
practicability ;  and  he  did  so  alter  his  proposition  as  to 
make  it  incumbent  on  the  disbursing  officers  to  pay  specie 
or  other  available  funds,  to  the  amount  called  for,  if  they 
have  it,  before  issuing  the  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  said  bis  objection  was  not  obvi- 
ated by  this  additional  clause. 

Mr.  WISE  said  it  probably  would  not,  alter  it  as  he 
might ;  and  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG,  sitUng  immediately  behind  him, 
cried  out  ''question  !*' 

Mr:  WISE.  *<  Is  the  gentleman  uneasy  1  Is  he  sud- 
denly sick  1" 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  aiid 

Mr.  WISE  proceeded.  He  wished  to  be  courteous  to 
every  gentleman  in  that  House,  and  also  claimed  the  same 
consideration.  He  then  concluded  his  remarks  in  support 
of  the  pending  amendment,  calling  on  all  those  who  were 
going,  simply  and  singly,  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government,  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to-  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  impracticability. 

Mr.  WISE,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fillmobk,  mod- 
ified his  proposition  still  further,  so  i^  to  except  such  sums 
from  liability  to  being  paid  out  by  the  disbursing  officers^  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  supply  of  tlie  mint. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  remark  or  two 
upon  this  amendment.  It  pro^josed  to  take  away  all  dis- 
cretion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  compel 
him  to  pay  specie  until  the  last  dollar  was  expended,  be- 
fore he  could  issue  a  single  Treasury  note.  This  discre- 
tion ought  to  exist  Specie  was  more  imperatively  requir- 
ed for  some  expenses  than  others.  For  example,  if  a  ves- 
sel of  war  were  about  to  sail  to  a  foreign  station,  she  must 
carry  some  specie  with  her.  Take  the  case  as  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  which,  although  it  was  about  to  go  to 
what  the  sailors  called  the  **star  pole,*'  yet  must  necessa- 
rily touch  at  civilized  ports,  and  therefore  would  require  no 
small  amount  of  specie,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  contin- 
gencies. If  the  necessaiy  sum  was  in  the  Treasury,  there 
tvould  l>c  no  power  to  reserve  it  for  this  purpose,  but  the 
first  applicant  for  payment  of  a  demand  at  the  I'reasury 
would  sweep  it  away,  sind  oblige  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to-  postpone  the  sailing  until  he  could  sell  Treasury  notes 
enough  to  supply  the  sum  wanted.  Many  other  cases  of 
inconvenience  might  be  stated.  But  further:  there  was 
probably  no  custom-house  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans  in 
which  some  specie  hod  not  lx)en  collected.  This  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  tiie  Treasurer  as  soon  as  received, 
and  was,  of  course,  in  the  Treasury.  Should  the  proposed 
amendment  prevail,  the  Secretary  would  have  to  ascertain 
from  every  custom-house  whether  Uiere  was  a  dollar  there, 
before  be  could  issue  a  single  IVeasury  note ;  and  if  any 
amount,  however  small,  was  in  the  hands  of  any  collector, 
no  matter  however  distant  from  tlie  place  where  the  ex- 
penditure had  to  be  made,  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  would 
be  lied  up.  The  amendment  would,  in  practice,  entirely 
defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  KHETT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  day 
before,  whereby  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Undkrwood,  pro- 
posing to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bunds  duo  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  Dunk  of  the  United  States,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  deficiency  in  tlie  Treasury,  a(<  a  substitute  for 
the  issue  of  Treasui?  notes,  had  been  rejected ;  tJic  mover 


at  the  seme  tiro«  giving  notice  that,  if  that  motion  prevailed, 
ho  should  move  for  the  issae  of  four  and  a  half  millions  of 
Treasury  notes,  in  addition,  to  make  up  the  amount  re- 
quired for  the  wanu  of  the  Treasury. 

Some  conversation  ensuing  here  as  to  the  strict  order  of 
such  a  motion,  pending  another,  Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his 
proposition  for  a  time. 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  reconsideration. 

The  quAstiun  upon  reoonsideratioo  of  the  vote  on  Mr. 
Uxncnwoon's  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  was  then  decided 
as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Galhoon,  W.  B.  Gampbell,  J.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Garter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Glowney,  Corwia, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher»  Filbnore,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  Grinnell,  Gfrlffin,  Hal- 
stod,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Heliry,  Herod^ 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  John- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  Legflre,  Lewis,  Lmcoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin^  8.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  C  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  P«>pe, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Ridg- 
way,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A. 
H.'  Sheppcird,  Shields,  Sibley,  Blade,  Southgate,  SUnly, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  Web-> 
ster,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  WbiiUesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke— no. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Booh,  Borden,  B  redhead,  Bmn- 
aon,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Car- 
ter, Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cmry,  Cuahman,  Dave«, 
DeGrafif,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantiand, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harriaon,  Hawkins,  Hajnes, 
Holsev,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
T.  B.'  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  KUngensmith^  Leadbetter,  Logan, 
A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R. 
McClellaji,  Abra.  McClellan,  McClore,  McKim,  Miller. 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenlierg,  Murray, 
Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Payntcr, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reiiy,  Rives,  Shefier,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Touc(By,  Town^, 
Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell,— 113. 

So  the  House  refused,  by  a  majority  of  three  ^tes,  to 
reconsider  its  decision. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  amendment,  as  modilred, 
to  except  the  superintendent  of  the  mint. 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  amendment ; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wxsk]  has  appealed  to  all  members  who  aro  not  now  for 
ooiumencing  a  Treasury  bank  to  vote  for  his  amendment. 
Now,  sir,  I  am  of  tliat  class ;  I  am  for  the  Treasury  note 
bill  as  a  means  to  replenish  the  Treasury  and  provide  for 
the  execMtion  of  the  money  contracts  uf  the  Government. 
I  shall  vote  in  good  faith  for  the  bill,  as  a  bill  of  su[^Iiep, 
and  think  that  the  Secretary  would  be  guilty  of  a  misdc- 
meannr  if  he  should  execute  the  law  as  if  it  had  Ixsen  pass- 
ed to  furnish  a  paper  circulation  to  the  country.  But  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  to  guard  against  the  con- 
struction which  the  gentleman  fearv  will  be  given  to  this 
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meiMire.  He  proposes  to  forbid  the  SecreUry,  the  'IVete- 
unr,  and  «U  diri)ucufig  officers,  to  issue  or  circukite  one  of 
the  Treesary  not«8  while  the  Treasurer  or  the  disbursing 
officer  has  either  gold  or  silver  on  hand.  A  very  few  words, 
I  think,  are  needed  to  make  it  manifest  that  snob  a  provision 
in  the  law  would  make  it  impracticable  for  the  officers  of 
GoTemment  to  accomplish  the  purpoees  for  which  ii  is  de- 
signed. 

Before  the  policy  was  adopted  of  leaving  in  the  mint  a 
large  amoont  of  money,  to  increase  rapidly  the  gold  coin- 
age,  it  was  considered  prudent  to  keep  in  the  I'reasury  at 
tU  times  a  surplus  of  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars.  Not- 
withstanding the  earnest  desire  felt  in  Congress  afur  the 
war  to  pay  speedily  the  public  debt,  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund,  authorized  to  purchase  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  were  required  to  leave  at  all  times  in  the 
Treasury  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  then  sup- 
posed to  be  indispensable  to  have  that  amount  of  money 
always  in  the  Treasury.  In  1836,  when  the  deposits  law 
was  pasaed,  the  authors  of  that  measuro  directed  the  Sec- 
retary to  retain  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury, 
supposing,  obviously,  that  a  less  sum  would  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  supply  our  numerous  disbursing  officers  with 
small  sums  in  anticipation  of  demands,  and  at  the  same 
tiuM  keep  the  mint  in  active  operation.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  abandon  this  u^ferm  policy,  and  to  prohibit  the 
Tieasorer  from  keeping  on  hand  any  surplus  whatever,  ex- 
cept the  money  needed  by  tbe  mint.  The  Secretary,  and 
all  other  officers,  are  to  be  forbidden  to  issue  or  circulate  a 
Treasury  note  to  raise  supplies,  until  all  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  has  been  expended.  Let  us  see  how  such  a  rule, 
if  prescribed  for  the  government  of  those  officers,  would 
operate. 

All  the  money  in  the  various  depositories  is  in  the  hands, 
in  eonbenplation  of  law,  of  the  Treasurer.  Portions  of  it 
are  in  this  city  to  pay  officers  of  Government  and  laborers 
on  the  public  works  at  this  point.  Other  portions  are  in 
New  York  to  fit  out  the  expedition  for  the  South  Seas. 
There  ase^  at  the  same  time,  considerable  sums  of  public 
money  In  depositories  neer  to  tbe  northwestern  and  s^uth- 
weatern  frontier,  to 'pay  Indian  annuities,  or  the  several 
corps  of  our  army  stationed  on  that  border  of  the  Union. 
At  these  and  other  points  throughout  the  Vnu/n  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Tre^ury  must  take  cure  to  keep  a  constant 
supply  to  meet  the  demands  that  are  to  be  made  on  officers 
employed  to  disburse  the  public  money.  If  this  amend- 
neat  could  prevail,  what  would  be  4he  condition  of  this 
hia^h  officer,  charged  to  provide  for  the  prompt  fulfilment 
ef  almott  innnmerable  contracts  ?  He  migb^  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  this  month,  learn  that  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  required  in  New  York  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember next  to  complete  tbe  equipment  of  tbe  South  Sea 
expedition.  On  the  same  day  he  might  receive  informa- 
tion that  one  hundred  thousand  more  would  be  required 
on  the  fifteenth  of  November  at  St.  Louis,  to  pay  the  army 
in  that  vicinity,  or  the  annuity  to  Indians  from  whom  we 
have  pnrshased  vast  tracts  of  rich  and  fertile  lands.  Well, 
»ir,  he  refers  to  the  books  of  the  Department,  and  finds 
that  the  Treasurer  has  on  hand,  that  is  to  his  credit,  fifty 
thoucaod  dollars  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  intonded 
to  pay  the  laborers  employed  on  the  public  buildings.  He 
finda,  perhaps,  that  there  are  also  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
nrer  smali  sums,  at  various  other  points,  intended  there  to 
meet  the  engagements  of  the  United  States :  what  would, 
in  such  a  state  of  things,  if  the  amendment  could  \ye  adof»t- 
ed,  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  Treasurer  t 
Thoae  officers  would  not,  of  course,  request  tbe  disbursing 
officers  at  New  York  or  St.  Louis  to  wait  until  all  the 
money  standing  to  the  credit  oi  the  Treasurer  elsewhere 
had  been  expended.  But  it  would  be  incumbent  upon 
them  Co  do  an  act  not  much  more  reasonablv.  They  would 
have  to  draw  firom  dispersed  depositories  moneys  standing 


to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer;  to'  be  sent  to  New  York  and 
St.  Louis,  and  then  issue  Treasury  notes  to  boirow  money 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  depositories  which  had  been 
exhausted.  They  would  possibly  have  to  encounter  the 
expense  and  inconvenience  of  transmitting  gold  and  silver 
from  Bichmond,  Pittsburg,  Washington,  Baltimore,  or 
elsewhere,  to  New  York,  and  then,  having  exchanged  the 
Treasury  notes  in  the  last  named  city  for  gold  and  silver, 
it  would  be  sent  back  to  tbe  points  first  mentioned,  so  as 
to  be  conveniently  disbursed. 

These  are  some  of  tbe  objections  that  have  occurred  to 
me  on  the  instant  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  They  are  to  my  mind  conclusive  against  its 
adoption.  The  amendment  appears  to  be  founded  upon 
tbe  supposition  that  all  the  debts  fr6m  and  to  the  United 
States  are  to  be  paid  at  one  point.  Even  if  that  was  the 
case,  the  rule  which  it  is  intended  to  establish  would  he 
extremely  inconvenient  to  the  officers  and  to  the  creditors 
of  the  United  States.  But  until  the  system  which  has 
been  adopted  for  the  convenience  of  all  concerned,  in  the 
receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  public  revenue,  shall  be 
abandoned— and  this  I  suppose  no  man  proposes— it  will 
be  impossible  to  administer  well  the  Treasury  Department 
without  a  surplus  of  several  millions  of  dollars.  If  large 
banking  corporations  have  not  always  at  command  unem- 
ployed capital  of  two,  three,  and  in  some  cases  eight  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  their  directors  aie  justly  charged 
with  a  culpable  carelessness  about  the  credit  of  the  institu- 
tions committed  to  their  care.  We  are  in  pan  tbe  man- 
agers of  an  immense  body  politic,  having  engagements  to 
be  executed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  must  not 
refuse  to  make  ample  provision  to  keep  the  public  fiiith 
untarnished.  The  bill  before  the  House  has  been  con- 
ceived in  a  proper  spirit.  It  places  within  tbe  reach  of  the 
Executive  sJl  that  may  be  needed,  and  nothing  more.  I 
do  not  apprehend  that  the  power  to  be  conferred  on  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  will  be  abused.  Large  suras 
of  money  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  to  be 
locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  the  public  depositories.  So  be- 
lieving, I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment  that  distrusts, 
and  for  the  bill  which  confides  in,  the  capacity  and  patriol- 
ism  of  those  to  whose  custody  I  have  cheeriuUy  assisted  to 
commit  the  highest  and  most  important  powers  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WISE  then  modified  his  amendment  by  inserting 
at  the  end  thereof  the  words  '*  at  the  place  where  the  de- 
mand is  made." 

'I  he  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected :  Yeas  96,  nays  118,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  H.  Alleu,  J<  W.- Allen, 
Aycrigg,  BeU,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  t^slhoun.  J. 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland^ 
R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Gnnnell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mollory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  MiHigan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Pcarce,  Peck,  PhiUips,  Pope,  Potts,  Reed,  Ridgwoy,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruinsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Sibley,  Slado,  Soutbgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Sliatton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson, Underwood,  A.  S,  White,  J.  While, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  WilliomP,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 96. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Bird^Il,  Borden,  Broadhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Ckibome, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman, 
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Davee,  Debcny,  DeCrrafl^  Dromgoole,  Duncnn,  Edwards, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foater,  Gallup,  Gholaon,  Glaacock, 
Grantland,  Gray,  Haley,  Harriaon,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 
Hanter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson, 
N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyos,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rencber, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sbeflbr,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Sny- 
der, Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toocey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Weeks, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and 
Yell— 118. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  he  should  not  now  offer  his  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  McK  A  Y  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  prevent  receivera  of  public  money 
from  charging  the  Government  more  interest  on  these  notes 
than  was  actually  due  at  the  time  they  came  into  their 
Lands;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  an  amendment  that  the  time  to 
which  the  issue  of  these  notes  should  be  extended  should 
not  be  later  tban  the  Slstof  December,  1838;  which  was 
agrsed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  defer  the  issue  of  the  Tressury  notes,  except  for  the 
amount  of  $3,500,000,  until  after  the  Government  bonds, 
'  held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ahall  have  been 
sold :  provided  that,  if  those  bonds  are  not  sold  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  months,  then  the  Treasury  notes,  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions,  are  to  be  issued,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BYNUM  suggested  that  this  proposition  was  out  of 
order,  under  the  rales,  being  in  substance  the  same  as  the 
one  already  rejected. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  showed  that  the  present  propoeition 
dtilbred  from  the  other,  inasmuch  as  it  stands  now  by  it- 
self, while  before  it  was  blended  with  another,  which  might 
have  affected  the  action  of  the  House  materially  upon  it. 

The  SPEAK  KR  decided  that  that  was  the  proper  vieW 
of  the  question,  and  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Uitdkb- 
woos  was  in  order. 

Mr.  LEWIS  would  inquire  if  Mr.  Uvdebwoov's  prop- 
osition included  the  requirment  6f  interest  on  the  notes  ? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  mean  to  interfere  at  all 
with  that  question  in  hit  amendment ;  seeing  the  sense  of 
the  House  to  have  been  very  clearly  expressed  on  that  point 
already. 

Mr.  LEWIS  was  opposed  to  the  proposition.  Ho  want- 
ed the  notes  issued  to  bo  notes  for  circulation,  without  in- 
leroKt.  This  was  the  only  way  to  make  them  instrumental 
in  the  relief  of  the  country  so  much  demanded, 

Mr.  I'HOMPSON  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

At  this  point  of  the  debate,  a  successful  motion  was 
made  (10  o'clock,  P.  M.)  to  adjourn.    Yeas  117,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  aiJjourned. 

MoiTDAT,  October  9. 
An  unusually  hrge  number  of  petitions  and  rcmonstran* 
CCS  in  relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  were  presented 
by  gentlemen  from  different  States. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Rules 

and  Orders,  presented  a  report  from  the  Select  Committ4;e 

on  the  Rules,  with  ndditional  rules :  the  first,  providing 

that  the  hour  at  which  every  motion  to  adjourn  is  mad 9 


ahalf  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House :  th»  aeoond, 
that  after  the  motion  to  adjourn  has  been  carried,  no  mem- 
ber ahall  leave  his  seat  until  the  Sprakvb  has  left  his. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  objecting  to  the  latter  rale,  put  the  case 
that  the  Speaker  might  aee  fit  to  occupy  his  chair  all  night. 

Mr.  BYNUM  thought  the  rule  would  reduce  the  House 
very  much  to  the  appearance  of  a  conntry  school.  The 
first  rule  was  not  objectionable,  but  he  did  object  to  the 
second. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  what  the  rale  proposed  was 
the  custom  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia;  that  it  prevent- 
ed indecorum,  &c. 

Mr.  BYNUM  still  objected.  He  thought  the  House 
had  gone  full  far  enough  in  baniahing  the  ade  of  spirituous 
liquors  from  the  Capitol,  and  making  members  sit  nnoov. 
ered.  The  time  had  gone  by  for  such  servile  deference  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  as  was  proposed.  Gentlemen 
were  not  responsible  here,  but  at  home,  for  their  morals. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  told  him  the  committee 
intended  to  bring  in  a  rale  to  prevent  chewing  tobacco,  and 
spitting  in  the  Houae. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  had  told  the  gentleman  he  would 
like  to  see  this  done,  not  that  the  committee  were  about  to 
doit. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  it'  was  all  the  same.  There  was  no 
knowing  where  this  thing  wou|^  stop.  He  moved  a  divi- 
sion of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  it  separately  on  each 
proposition  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAYNES  disagreed  with  Mr.  Brivtnii.  He  thought 
the  qutation  presented  by  the  proposed  amendment  not  of 
morals,  but  manners. 

The  1st  rule  was  adopted ;  and  the  question  being  upon 
agreeing  to  the  second — 

Mr.  ADA  Ms  did  not  see  the  use  of  the  proposed  rale, 
in  relation  to  members  keeping  their  seats  after  the  adjourn- 
ment had  been  declared.  The  dtsorderiy  time  was  before 
the  declaration  was  made ;  when  the  motion  was  first  start- 
ed. And,  besides,  it  would  operate  to  keep  members  ia 
their -seats  much  of  the  time  when  they  wished  to  be  freely 
circulating  through  tiie  ball.  It  would  tend  to  abridge  the 
privileges  of  influential  genUemen  in  directing  votes,  &r. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  ascend 
rule  reported,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

UNITED  STATES,  MEXICO,  AND  TEXAS. 

Mr.  ELMORE  offered  the  following  lesolotion : 

Resohedt  That,  in  addition  to  the  10,000  copies  of  the 
correspondence  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ordered  to  be  printed,  there  be  10,000  Riore 
copies  printed,  to  which  shall  be  annexed,  (rom  the  corres- 
pondence **  conceraing  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  cession  of  territory 
belonging  to  the  Mexican  Confoderation  to  the  United 
States,"  communicated  in  the  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Sutes,  of  the  3d  October  instant,  the  following 
documents:  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  36th  March,  1825; 
extract  from  Instractions ;  Mr.  Tonensto  Mr.  Adaroa,  15th 
Pebraary,  1834 ;  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  S4th  Septem- 
ber, 1836,  extncts;  the  same  to  the  same,  16th  March, 
1837,  extract;  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  same,  35th  Aoipist, 
1839;  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Butier,  SOth  Mardi,  1833, 
extract;  Mr.  McLane  to  the  same,  13(h  January,  1834; 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  same,  3d  July,  1835,  extract;  and 
same,  6th  August,  1835,  extract 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  should  move  an  amendment  of  this 
rerolution.  Instead  of  exlraeU,  he  moved  to  print  fke 
whole  of  the  correspondence  and  documents  alluded  to. 
He  was  opposed  to  sending  garbled  statemenU  of  maitcrw 
so  interesting  liefore  the  people. 

Mr.  ELMORE  said  diat,  having  offered  the  reeolution, 
which  be  had  supposed  would  have  elicited  no  debate  nor 
opposition,  he  felt  bound  to  sey  a  word  in  explanation. 
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Vhiied  Staieif  Mexieot  and  Texas, 
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Thu  H^ttiM  had  made  two  calls  on  tEe  President  for  ia- 
formaCion  upon  sabjects  connected  with  Texas.  The  first 
was  for  the  correspondence  between  the  authorities  of  Texas 
and  the  United  States,  concerning  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
The  second  was  for  the  correspondence  with  the  authorities 
of  Mexico,  concerning  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
coQQtriea,  and  the  propositions  for  the  purchase  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  Mexican  territory  by  the  United  States.  Both 
calls  had  been  responded  to ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  first,  a 
communication  from  the  Texian  minister  to  this  Gorem- 
ment  proposing  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  a  reply  from  the 
Secretaiy  of  State ;  and  a  rejoinder  from  the  Texian  minis- 
ter, had  been  laid  before  this  House,  and  ten  thousand  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.  In  reply  to  the  second  call,  a 
voiaminous  correspondence  between  the  proper  agents  of 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  had  been 
communicated,  and  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  ordered  to  be 
printed.  Upon  looking  into  the  last  documents,  (md  Mr. 
B.,)  I  find  they  are  divided  into  two  classes,  the  first  class 
consisting  of  those  named  in  the  resblntion  now  under  con- 
aderatioo,  and  consisting  mainly  of  instructions  given  by 
the  diflerant  Presidents  wielding  the  executive  power  of  the 
Uoitad  Sutes,  from  1824  to  1887,  to  our  ministers  resident 
in  Mexico,  directing  them  to  propose  for  the  purchase  of 
Texas^  and  fl^ving  the  reasons  why  such  a  purchase  waa 
desirable  and  important  for  the  United  States.  Tbeee  oon- 
sticnted  hot  a  small  portion  of  the  documents  communicated 
under  the  second  call;  the  rest,  comprising  nine- tenths,  or 
probably  ninetcen-twentietha,  of  those  sent  by  the  Presi- 
dent, relating  almost  entirely  to  a  treaty  of  boundary  which 
was  negotiated  at  an  early  period  of  the  negotiations  be- 
tween £a.  two  countries,  and  which  recognised  the  boun- 
dary fixed  for  Mexico  In  1819,  in  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, between  Spain  and  the  United  States ;  and  in  which 
the  lalter  yielded  Texas,  and  consented  to  make  the  Sabine 
and  Bed  rivers  the  boundary.  This  treaty,  recognising 
Una  tine  as  the  true  one  between  Mexieo  and  the  United 
States,  was  three  times  negotiated  and  signed  in  almost  the 
same  terms,  having  twice  fiiiled  in  consequence  of  not  being 
ratified  by  Mexico  in  the  time  prescribed  by  one  of  its  aiti- 
des.  The  various  forms  and  shapes  which  these  negotia- 
tions assumed,  the  several  propositions  to  vary  them,  the 
ranees  which  produced  the  ftilure  to  ratify — ^ft-om  frequent 
levoltttions^  changes  in  the  executive  deparimeuts  charged 
with  thb  suliject,  propositions  to  change  the  place  of  nego- 
tiatioB  from  Mexieo  to  Washington---ihe  formation  of  a 
comBcreial  treaty  between  the  countries,  and  tedious  de- 
tails of  all  its  beginnings,  interruptions,  and  progress;  and 
the  n^ent  requisitions  of  this  Government  for  the  appohit- 
ment  of  commissioners  to  run  the  Kne  of  boundary  as  fixed 
ia  1810,  constitute  a  mass  of  diplomatic  notes,  corres- 
pondence, and  instructions  on  these  points,  which  have  no 
bearing  oo  the  great  subject,  the  annexation  ef  Texas, 
which  BOW  engrosses  the  public  attention.  Ten  thousand 
copiea  of  these  are  already  oidered  to  be  printed ;  enough 
te  difiiise  aH  the  information  required.  But,  sir,  it  is  not 
so  as  regards  those  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  They  re- 
late especially  to  the  acquisitioi»  of  Texas ;  they  consist  of 
inetroetioas  from  the  various  Presidents  who  have  been  in 
power  sinee  18S4,  showing,  in  the  arguments  and  views 
they  suggest  to  our  ministers  charged  with  these  important 
ncgoiiatioo8y  the  reasons  why  it  has  always  been  deem- 
ed important  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  Stateathat  they 
rftoold  possess  Texas. 

Sir,  the  House  will  remember  that,  some  days  ago,  the 
gentlKnan  from  Maasaehnsetts  made  the  pregnant  and  start- 
ling declaration,  that  this  was  a  question  of  union  or  dis- 
nnion.  He  presented  this  issue  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  my  constituenta  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Sooth  to  have  all  the  information  on  this  subject 
copoantrated  in  this  document,  which  will  show  them  the 
1  action  and  opinions  of  this  Government,  lirom  1884 


to  the  present  day.  I  wish  them  to  see,  by  the  instructions 
given  our  ministers  in  every  administration  since  1834, 
diat  it  has  always  been  considered  essential  to  the  safety  and 
interests  of  these  States,  and  that  the  sound  wisdom  and  ' 
prudence  of  the  reasons  assigned  in  these  able  papers  may 
be  submhted  to  their  solemn  deliberation,  before  they  re- 
turn their  answer  to  the  issue  tendered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

It  may  be,  sir,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says, 
that  these  documenta  are  *' garbled,"  and  only  such  extraeta 
furnished  the  House  as  suit  one  side  of  the  question.  If 
garbled,  it  has  been  done  by  the  Prerident  or  his  Secretary 
of  State.  I  propose  to  publish  them  exactly  as  they  have 
been  furnished  to  the  House.  If  these  documents,  and  es- 
pecially the  opinions  of  the  distinguished  statesman  who 
was  President  in  1885,  shall  place  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  in  the  position  of  baring  entertained  opinions  on  this 
subject  not  exactly  conaistent,  of  having  favored  and  urged 
the  acquisition  of  Texas  at  one  time,  as  sn  important  na- 
tional object,  and  of  having  opposed  and  denounced  it  at 
another,  it  u  a  matter  he  must  settle  as  best  he  can  with 
the  country.  I  have  no  further  concern  in  the  aflbir  than 
that  I  want  the  benefit  of  the  arguments  of  the  then  Presi- 
dent, contained  in  these  instructions,  to  aid  the  people  in 
forming  a  correct  estimate  of  the  importance  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  now  propose  to  argue  the  mcr- 
ito  of  this  great  question,  but  I  desire  to  n>read  'before  the 
people  the  information  contained  in  the  arguments  of  fiur 
abler  men,  which  I  here  find  prepared  to  my  hand. 

But,  sir,  I  apprehend  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetta 
is  mistaken  in  the  course  he  has  propoaed,  if  his  object  is 
to  have  all  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  annexation  or 
purchase  of  Texas,  printed  on  this  occarion.  He  complains 
that  the  correspondence  is  garbled.  Let  him  then  call,  by 
a  resolution,  on  the  President  for  that  which  he  says  is  sup- 
pressed. He  cannot,  by  hia  motion,  if  he  succeed  in  car- 
rying it,  have  that  printed  which  is  not  furnished  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  that  would  best  appear  by 
showing  the  House  theee  documenta.  He  wanted  all  or 
none.  He  was  opposed  to  sending  forth  garbled  extraeta 
as  the  basis  of  opinions  on  a  subject  so  momentous.  The 
gentleman  firom  South  Carolina  had  proposed  to  print  ex- 
tmcto  from  the  documenta  favorable  to  his  own  peculiar 
views  on  the  great  question  at  iasae,  and  not  the  entire 
documenta.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  In  obe- 
dience to  the  call  of  the  House,  sends  certain  papers.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  proposes  to  print  a  part  of 
them.  Mr.  A.  said  his  proposition  was  to  print  the  whole. 
He  had  a  right  to  aigue  that  the  gentleman  proposed  to  ^ 
print  such  extraeta  as  favored  one  side  of  the  question  rather 
than  the  other.  No  conclusion  could  possibly  be  drawn 
from  what  had  already  been  communicaled,  and  the  peo- 
ple had  a  right  to  all  the  light  that  could  be  shed  upon  the 
subject. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  I  say  on  my  authority  that,  if  such 
a  proposition  was  ever  made  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  it  was  received  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  show  that  it  was  ofTenrive  in  the  high- 
est degree  to  that  Government.  If,  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  intimates,  some  parte  of  thoee  documents 
prove  one  thing,  there  may  be  other  parte  of  them  which 
go  to  prove  directly  the  contrary.  If  any  inference  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  instructions  referred  to  against  the  interests 
of  my  constituents^  or  against  those  of  that  gentleman's 
constituente,  we  ought  to  have  also  the  answers  to  the 
propositions  referred  to,  and  not  draw  inferences  from  that 
which  is  communicated  to  us,  which  might  be  entirely  refuted 
by  that  which  has  not  been  communicated.  I  repeat  that, 
if  there  ever  was  such  a  proposition  made  to  Mexico,  it  was 
received  in  such  a  manner  that  it  never  was  repeated,  and 
never  ought  to  be  reoeated.  I  have  very  strong  reason  to 
belieye,  further,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  that  at  one  time  the  late 
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Executive  of  the  United  States  was  deluded  into  an  expec- 
tation tliat  the  Mexican  Government  were  ready  to  make  a 
cewion  of  territory  to  the  United  States ;  and,  indeed,  in 
ene  of  the  documents  lately  communicated  to  this  House, 
the  minister  from  Texas  affirms  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  the  late  Executive  of  the  United  States  was  so  confi- 
dent of  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  that  be  offered  to  Mr. 
Hutchins  6.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  the  commission 
of  governor  of  that  territory.  [Mr.  Adi-xs  was  here  re- 
minded by  the  Speaker  that  he  was  transcending  the  prop- 
er limit  of  debate  upon  a  mere  question  of  printing  papers.] 
Well,  (Mr.  A.  said,)  he  most  then  fall  back  upon  the 
ground  of  natural  justioo,  which  he  said  would  sufficiently 
sustain  his  argument  that  all  the  papers,  if  any,  ought  to 
go  together  to  the  American  people. 

Mr.  A,  having  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the.  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  resolution*  and  they  having  been  ordered 
to  be  taken — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

TRBASURY-NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  <<biU 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes.'' 

The  question  pending  being  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Uh- 
DXBwooD,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issue  only  three  millions  and  a  half  of  Treasury  notes,  un- 
til the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutee  had  been  of- 
fered for  sale  for  three  months,  exclusive  of  interest — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  appealed  to  the  members  on  all 
sides  of  the  House  to  bring  this  measure  to  a  conclusion. 
He  did  not  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Uvobbwood]  really  meant  to  embarrass  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States ;  but  his  amendment,  if  adopted,  would 
be  the  most  extraordinary  proposition  ever  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. His  proposition  was  to  authorize  the  sale  of  three 
bonds,  amounting  each  to  about  two  millions  of  interest* 
Now  there  was  not  a  capitalist  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who 
would  bid  for  them.  Even  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  all  its  capital,  cofild  not  raise  the  means  to  do  it,  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  bonds  could  not  be  divided. 

Now,  what  would  be  the  efiect  of  this  proposition  1  Here 
was  a  bill  before  the  House  taking  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  the  power  to  draw  drafts,  which  destroyed,  in 
one  single  instant,  the  power  to  draw  for  one  single  dollar 
to  pay  the  public  creditors,  who  were  now  waiting  for  these 
Treasury  notes.  By  the  amendment,  he  had  the  right  to 
issue  only  three  millions  and  a  half  of  notes  in  the  last 
'  quarter  of  the  year,  thus  tying  up  his  hands  for  three 
months,  except  so  far  as  his  reliance  upon  these  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half  only  for  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
during  that  time^  when,  according  to  the  estimates,  at  least 
ten  millions  will  be  required  for  the  same  period.  This 
would,  in  effect,  bankrupt  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  wished,  too,  to  reach  another  bill  of  pri- 
mary importance,  the  divorce  bill,  before  they  adjourned, 
for  he  was  anxious  not  to  leave  the  Treasury  and  the  finan- 
ces in  their  present  unregulated  condition.  In  a  New 
York  paper  he  was  made  to  say  that  ha  never  intended  to 
brij)g  that  bill  up.  He  must  have  been  mistaken  in  what 
he  said,  since  he  argued  quite  the  reverse. 
.  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  and 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cajtbbkl- 
xxe,]  said  that  that  gentleman  had  done  him  but  justice 
in  saying  that  he  (Mr.  U.)  did  not  wish  to  emi>arrass  the 
operations  of  the  Treasury.  He  begged  leave  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks,  however,  in  defence  of  his  smendment,  I'hat 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  whole  lea  millions  demanded 
would  be  wanted  during  the  balance  of  the  current  year. 
This  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  himself,  if  there  wm  any  truth  in 
his  report. 


Including  $16,000; 000  appropriated  last  year,  the  whole 
charge  on  the  Treasury  amounts  to  -    $48^000,000 

Of  this  there  has  been  paid      $24,000,000 
Of  this  there  has  been  suspended  15,000,000 

39,009,000 


Which  leaves  the  difference  at  -  -  $9,000,000 
If  there  is  any  truth  in  figures.  And  now,  what  meant, 
Mr.  U.  would  ask,  was  there  to  meet  this  $9,000,000?  The 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  cash  duties  accruing, 
would  not  fall  short  of<  $6,000,000,  which,  with  the  three 
millions  proposed  by  this  amendment,  would  suffice  for  the 
balance  of  the  year.  These  statements  were  too  plain  to 
be  controverted. 

Mr.  U.  also  wanted  the  question  taken  speedily,  and 
modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out  "exclusive  of 
interest." 

Mt.  leg  a  re  proposed  to  insert  an  interest  of  two  per 
ceatum.  This  proposition,  he  thougtit,  would  be  a  com- 
promise which  would  obtain  very  generally. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  also  remarked,  that  the  SecreUiy  of 
the  Treasury  had  taken  a  view  of  this  bill  not  warranted 
either  by  the  language  of  the  bill  or  by  the  views  of  mem- 
bers of  that  House,  so  far  as  those  views  had  beefi  disdoaed. 
That  gentleman  had  written  to  brokers  and  others,  all  over 
the  country,  to  inquire  of  them  at  what  rate  they  would  par- 
chase  those  notes ;  whereas  there  was  no  authority  in  the 
bill  to  sell  the  notes  at  all. 

The  authority  or  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  confined  to  two  points.  In  the  first  place,  he  could 
only  issue  them  to  creditors  of  the  Government,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  debts,  on  their  nominal  amount,  with  the  interest 
that  may  then  have  accrued.  The  next  power  was  the  pow- 
er to  borrow  upon  the- hypothecation  of  the  notes. 

On  these  points  Mr.  S.  dwelt  at  some  length.  As  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  Government  to  issue  these  bills 
he  had  no  doubt  in  the  world.  It  had  as  much  constitu- 
tional power  to  do  that  as  to  charter  a  national  bank.  With 
reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  he  preferred  that 
they  should  borrow  money  of  that  description,  whioh  would 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mx. 
8.,  and  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  enter  more  at  Urge 
on  the  subject  of  the  gentleman's  present  and  late  speech 
in  support  of  a  national  bank,  when  the  divorce  bill  fame 
up.  The  gentleman's  argument  about  the  people's  money 
and  the  Government's  money,  was  a  merely  ad  capiandum 
one,  designed  to  produce  an  efl«ct  upon  the  elections  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  0.  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  not  property  construed  the  act  now  under 
consideration ;  for,  if  he  htfd  construed  it  properly,  there 
never  could  be  any  depreciation  whatever  of  these  notes. 
There  was  no  power  given  in  the  bill  to  sell  the  notes,  but 
to  borrow  money  upon  them.. 

Mr.  PICKENS  made  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  House, 
that,  considering  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  im- 
portant measures  behind,  they  would  vote  on  all  the  prop- 
ositions now  before  it  on  this  bilL  He  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  voting  against  the  bill  himself  if  it  embraced  interest. 

Mr.  MERCER  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  again  modified  his  amendment, 
so  as  to  authorhEe  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ex- 
change the  bonds  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea  for 
smaller  bonds. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  replied  principally  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  BsiL  on  Saturday  last,  and  spoke  in  opposition  to 
the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  and  in  support  of  ihe 
bill,  without  the  amendment  under  consideration.  He 
insisted  that  the  bill  was  opposed,  and  was  intended,  if  pos- 
sible, to.be  defeated,  for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting 
the  object  to  oharter  a  national  bank. 
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Mr.  BELL  spoke  briefly  in  reply. 

Mr.  REED  aaim  ad  verted  upon  what  he  termed  the  mis- 
erabfy  erroneous  eettmatee  of  the  Secretary,  and  argued 
against  the  necessity  of  pawing  the  original  biH  without  the 
amendment,  viz :  to  sell  the  bank  bonds. 

Mr.  GH0L80N  rejoined  to  Mr.  Bell,  but  his  remarks 
w^rc  rut  off  by  the  hour  having  arrived  for  taking  a  recess, 
when  the  House  adjourned  till  4  o'clock. 

Evening  Session. 
The  House  met  after  recess. 

Afr.  GH0L80N  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Bsll,  the  whole  of  which  ar^  given  entii^ 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  If,  by  remaining  in  my  scat,  I  believed 
the  vote  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Uwdkbwood,]  or  on  the  bill  itself, 
wooid  be  taken  at  an  earlier  period,  I  surely  would  content 
myself  with  giving  asilent  vote,  however  anxious  I  iftay 
be,  or  may  have  been,  to  express  my  views.  I  am  in  bad 
health,  worn  down  with  previous  labor,  and  find  myself 
but  illy  calculated  for  the  effort  of  debate.  The  course  of 
the  whigs  on  thia  flooi^  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
the  aeaaion,  ha«  aasured  me  that  their  object  is,  and  has 
been,  that  this  House  shall  not  acton  any  bill  likely. to 
relieve  the  embarrassmenta  of  the  countfy. 

Sir,  I  am  jaatified  in  saying  that  the  object  of  the  whigs 
i%  and  haa  been,  4o  keep  up  excitement  in  the  country, 
and  add  embarrassment  to  the  already  enibarrassed  condi- 
tion of  the  Government  and  the  people.  When  this  ses- 
sion first  eommenced,  we  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneaare  [Mr.  Bsll]  and  the  gentleman  frbm  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  who  am  regaled  by  me 'and  by  the  country 
as  the  oracles  of  the  whig  party,  that  they  had  no  meas- 
ures of  their  own  to  brin?  forward  to  relieve  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  went  further.  He  requested 
or  directed  his  whig  allies  to  bring  forward  no  measure  to 
rehave  the  coontry.  He  said  that,  for  one,  he  would  let 
tfaa  country  groan  on ;  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
adnuDiatraCion  party  here  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  President ;  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  warn  my 
firi^dfrom  South  Carolma  [Mr.  Pickshs]  to  be  on  his 
goard,  lest  he  were  arrested  and  shot  down  as  a  deserter. 
Being  now  hard  pressed  in  this  quai^er,  and  this  bill  (v^hich 
has  been  ao  bitterly' denounced)  being  likely  to  bo  finally 
voted  on  before  tho  close  of  the  8es8k>n,  he  calls  In  the  aid 
of  hie  ally  from  Tenneasee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  and  sollcita  that 
gentleman  to  aid  him  in  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
with  fruitless  dicnssion  and  vapid  denunciation  until  the 
dose  of  thia  extraordinary  session  ;  and  thus  prevent,  v^hat 
B  so  much  dreaded  by  both  gentlemen,  that  rehef  which 
the  eoantiy  so  imperioosly  demands,  and  which,  if  we 
poseesa  the  power,  we  are*  bound  to  afford  to  it. 

Well,  sir,  the  gentleman  fn>m  Tennessee  has  not  been 
oninindful  of  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
He  has  promptly  obisyed  the  mandate,  and  has  gone  to  his 
aid;  and,  with  the  skill  and  management  of  a  political 
grianalkiD,  he  consumed  the  whole  of  Saturday  in  discuss- 
ing a  motion  that  he  never  intended  should  be  voted  on  ; 
and  after  a  day  and  a  part  of  the  night  bad  been  consumed 
by  descanting  on  that  time-killing  motion,  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlbset]  came  forward,-  and  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  hU  motion. 
The  request  was  instantly  complied  with,  thus  conclusively 
ptoving,  to  ray  mind,  that  the  whole  design  and  object  of 
the  gentleman  was,  and  is,  confusion,  excitement,  embar- 
raasmeot,  not  action  or  relief  to  the  Government  or  the 
people. 

Sir,  we  have  now  progressed  on  this  legislative  journey 
till  we  have  reached  the  last  week  of  the  session.     And 
what,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  ask,  have  we,  the  administra- 
tion party,  been  parmitied  to  do  1     By  our  untiring  ezer- 
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tions  we  have  got  one  little  bill  through  the  House !  The 
suffering  people  have  a  right  to  know  to  whom  this  delay, 
this  waste  of  time,  of  money,  this  trifling  with  their  rights 
and  interests,  is  to  be  ascribed.  Sir,  this  remissness,  this 
flagrant  injustice,  and  wanton  dereliction  of  duty,  cannot, 
and  must  ndt,  be  charged  to  the  administration  party  ;  for 
if  the  whigs,  as  they  avow,  have  no  projects  or  plans  of 
rdief  of  their  own,  why  have  they  not  permitted  us  to  carry 
out  those  plans  of  the  administration  which  we  stand  ready 
to  execute  ?  Is  it  because  they  fear  the  country  will  be 
relieved  ! 

What,  sir,  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Bsll,]  when  he  came  forward,  on  Saturday,  with  his 
time-killing  project?  He  said  he  had  told  the  people, 
"the  dear  people,**  just  before  the  election — at  a  timo 
when  he  undoubtedly  cherished  a  very  warm  and  tender 
feeling  of  regard  for  the  people— ^that  it  would  be  in  (be 
power  of  the  administration  to  relieve  the  country  in  sixty 
days  at  furthest !  Well,  sir,  why  does  not  the  gentleman 
bring  forward  the  plan  that  he  ciuggested  to  his  constituents  ? 
Is  he  not  bound  to  do  so,  if  he  believes  what  he  has  said 
in  relation  to  the  plans  set  forth  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage ?  Surely  he  is.  When  he  undertakes  to  say  that 
the  schemes  suggested  in  the  President's  message  are  wild 
and  visionary,  and  impracticable,  have  we  not  a  right  to 
expect  from  him  some  plan  that  will,  according  to  his  own 
views,  afford  relief,  practical  relief— a  plan  that  is  in  it- 
self practicable  and  reasonable  ?  What  was  the  \Rst  and 
wonderful  scheme  that  the  honorable  gentleman  suggested 
to  the  people  of  his  district  ?  He  says  that  it  was  a  sclieme 
to  force  the  Government  to  take  up  the  $100,000,000  of 
irredeemable  bank  paper  now  afloat  in  the  country  !  In- 
deed, sir  I 

Mr.  Speaker,  common  sense,  the  commonest  reasoning, 
and  the  teachings  of 'every  day's  experience  and  observa- 
tion, all  go  to  prove  the  utter  impracticability^  of  \hb  prop- 
osition. I  have  too  high  a  regard  for  the  gentleman's - 
intelligence,  to  believe,  for  a  single  moment,  that  he  bc" 
lieves  in  the  practicability  of  any  such  project.  ThoHc 
banks  which  have  flooded  the  country  with  a  redundant 
paper  circulation,  have  failed,  and  their  paper  becnnie 
worthless  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  at  the  very  time  when 
they  were  sustained  by  all  the  resources  of  this  mighty  and 
munificent  Government  daily  poured  into  (heir  vaults. 
They  failed,  sir,  when  they  were  sustained,  not  only  by 
the  Government,  but  by  the  confidence  of  the  whole  Amcri^ 
can  people,  and'by  that  still  stronger  power,  public  o[iin- 
ion.  If  they  failed  under  the  existence  of  such  props  and 
such  patronage — if  tliey  could  not  exist  as  organic  bodies, 
and  perform  the  functions  required  of  them  by  law  and  by 
th^ir  charters,  under  the  jexistence  of  circumstances  so  fa- 
vorable— ^and  if  their  paper,  as  we  all  know  to  be  the  fact, 
has  depreciated  fifteen  per  cent,  how  much  more  signal 
and  complete  must  be  their  failure,  when  they  do  not  and 
cannot  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  people  ? 

Sir,  I  defy  the  Government  to  give  the  people  confidence 
in  these  banking  institutions.  They  have  already  failed, 
and  without  the  confidence  of  the  people  they  cannot  bo 
resuscitated  ;  they  cannot  sustain  themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  who,  let  me  inquire,  ever  heard  of  a  Gov- 
ernment likoours,  in. a  time  of  profound  peace,  dealing  in 
paper  known  to  be  depreciated,  and  attempting  to  make 
(bat  paf)er  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  T  Do  we 
not  all  know  that  this  pkn  is  wild,  visionary,  impracticable 
and  unheard  of  1  I  know,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee does  not  believe  it  practicable ;  if  he  did,  he  would 
bring  it  forward  in  a  (angible  shape.  I  have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  as  a  statesman,  too  much  confidence 
in  his  inteNigepce  as  a  financier,  to  do  him  the  injustice- 
of  believing  him  at  all  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  which  he  has 
spoken. 

The  causes  that  have  moved  the  gentleman  from  Tep- 
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in  this  matter,  are  easily  divined  ;  nay,  they  can- 
not be  misunderstood.  He  had  said  something  on  this 
subject  to  the  people  of  his  district,  U>  his  constituency  if 
you  please,  and  he  wished  to  consume  tho  time  of  this 
House,  above  all,  he  wished  to  aid  the  federal  bank  party 
in  this  House,  and  to  attain  his  ends,  he  came  out  with 
the  plans  on  wluch  I  have  animadverted,  and  hoped  to  im- 
pose on  the  country.  I  say  this,  for  this  further  reason, 
that  the  whole  course  of  the  opposition,  with  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  acting,  has  been  directed  to 
the  single  and  sole  purpose  of  preventing  any  thing  beiug 
done  by  the  administration  to  relieve  the  country.  They 
are  inflqcnced  in  their  course  by  the  belief  that,  if  they  can 
keep  up  the  present  excitement  in  the  country,  they  can 
force  from  the  necessities  of  the  people  the  recharier  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  or  a  national  bank  subservient  to 
their  wishes.  They  know  that  this  question  has  been 
again  and  .again  submitted  to  the  people,  and  the. people, 
after  calm  deliberation  and  reflection,  have  decided  that 
they  will  not  have  a  bank.  But,  not  satisfied  with  the 
unqualified  expression  of  the  people's  voice,  they  still  cling 
with  tenacity  to  the  desperate  hope  that  has  been  made  to 
Ufll  its  "flattering  tale/'  by  the  present  unnatural  excite- 
ment and  derangement  that  now  pervade  every  section  of 
the  country.  Tliey  know  that  if  the  country  is  relieved 
and  the  present  excitement  can  be  quelled,  their  hopes  of 
a  national  bank  will  be  laid  prostrate.  And  this  is  tho 
reason,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  struggle  has  been  so  desperate ; 
this,  sir,  is  the  reason  that  the  cry  of  Executive  bank,  has 
been  sounded  through  this  hall ;  this  is  the  reason  that  we 
have  been  so  often  boastingiy  told,  that  unless  a  national 
bank  were  incorporated,  the  country  would  be  convulsed. 
This  is  tho  true  and  only  reason  that  exists  for  the  cry  we 
have  so  often  heard,  that  this  bill  will  sap  the  liberties  of 
tho  country  ;  that  by  means  of  this  Executive  bank,  the 
President  woyld  be  enabled  to  place  his  foot  on  the  necks 
of  the  people.  This  cry  has  been  raised  because  gentle^ 
men  'know  that  a  bank  is  yet  unpopular^  and  they  hope  to 
prejudice  the  country  against  this  bill  before  it  passes,  by 
calling  it  an  Executive  bank  bill.  Sir,  they  seek  to  fright- 
en us  by  telling  us  that  when  we  give  our  assent  to  this 
bill  we  give  our  assent  to  a  measure  that  is  to  convulse 
the  country.  For  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  tell  gentle- 
men, that  names  have  no  terror  forme.  I  have  no  fear 
that  this  bill  will  enable  the  President  to  place  himself 
above  the  constitution  and  the  people ;  I  am  not  so  timid 
that  I  can  be  alarmed  by  such  bug-bear  appeals  to  my 
courage.  * 

But  why,  let  me  ask,  have  we  this  constant  cry  of  bank, 
bank,  from  the  known  bank  party  on  this  floor  1  It  has 
been  said  that  this  bill  was  intended  to  defeat  a  national 
bank.  I  am  willing  to  place  it  on  that  issue  before  the 
American  people ;  I  will,  and  do,  hereby  declare  my  assent 
to  this  measure,  humble  as  gentlemen  say  it  is,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  avow  my  decided  opposition  to  any  nation- 
al bank.  And,  sir,  if  convulsions,  anarchy,  and  •confu- 
sion are  to  be  the  consequences  of  our  refusal  to  charter  a 
national  bank,  let  them  come,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  them.  Sir,  I  have  stated  that  names  have  no  terror 
lor  me.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill.  I  wish  these  Treas- 
ury notes  to  enter  into  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and 
if  they  do  get'  into  circulation,  depend  upon  it,  sir,  the 
one-half  of  your  embarrassments  will  be  removed  at  the  in- 
stant they  find  their  way  from  the  hands  of  the  Secretary, 
l^his  bill  has  no  similtude  to  a  bank«  Mr.  Speaker,  and  if 
gentlemen  attempt  to  distort  it  into  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
they  win  get  their  labor  for  the  pains.  The  Treasurer, 
under  it,  has  no  power  to  issue  bills,  except  as  the  creditors 
of  the  Government  may  require  them.  The  passage  of 
the  bUI  wilt  not  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
throw  thousands  and  millions  of  paper  into  circulation  in 
a  day,  by  whieh  the  price  of  projierty,  and  of  labor,  and 


of  every  thing  else,  will  receive  fictitious  valuations,  and 
then  by  suddenly  withdrawing  the  circulation,  depress  the 
price  of  the  same  substances  and  properties  far  beneath 
their  intrinsic  value. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  respectfully  ask  gentlemen  to  do  me  the 
favor  of  pointing  out  the  resemblance  that  this  bill  bears 
to  a  bank ;  I  ask  them  to  particularly  point  out  the  charac- 
teristics by  which  they  are  enabled  to  determine  that  this 
is  an  Executive  bank. 

The  next  direct  attack  made  upon  this  bill,  is  the  one 
now  pending  in  favor  of  that  defunct  monster,  the  late 
United  States  Bank,  ofiered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Ukdsrwood.]     This  amendment,  has,  I  be- 
lieve, been  already  twice  rejected  by  this  House,  and  is  now 
properly  out  of  order.     But  as  I  am  no  stickler  for  points 
of  order,  I  will  'make  no  question   of  that  sort.    This 
amendment,  like  the  late  United  Sutes  Bank,  is  no  sooner 
defeated  in  one  shape  than  it  rises  in  another.     By  this 
amendment,  it  is  proposed  to  of^  in  lieu  of  the  biU,  the 
bonds  executed  by  the  late  United  States  Bank  te  this  Gov- 
ernment, in  that  institution.     Then  it  is  proposed  to  throw 
into  the  market  in  these  times  of  general  depression, 
$6,000^000  of  bank  bonds  due  in  the  course  of  the  next 
four  years,  payable  by  instalments  of  ^,000,000,  bearing 
interest  from  the  date  of  their  execution.     Now,  sir,  who 
are  to  be  the  purchasers  1     We  know  in  these  times  of 
general  distress,,  no  individual,  and  scarcely  any  incorpo- 
Tation,  has  the  ability  to  make  such  a  purchase.    Then  if 
these  bonds  are  thus  untimely  thrown  into  the  market,  (be 
Government  must  and  will  sustain  an  immense  loss.    The 
old  bank  may  or  may  not  be  the  bidder  for  these  bonds. 
The  course  that  that  institution  has  heretofore,  and  is  now 
persuing,   is  this:      A  short  time  afVer  the  puspension 
of  specie  payments,   that  bank  threw  into  the  market 
$5,000,000t>f  bank  bonds,  or  post  notes,  payable  at  a  fu- 
ture day  in  England.     These  bonds  or  notes  were  sold  ia 
the  inarket  for  a  premium  of  five  per  cent.     The  agents 
of  the  bank  proceeded  to  the  cotton- growing  States,  and 
with  the  notes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
States  bought  cotton  to  meet  these  honda.    The  notea  of. 
the  institution  commanded  a  premium,  owing  to  the  im- 
mense debt  due  from  the  South  and  West  to  the  east^fra 
and  northern  cities.  The  fund  upon  which  these $5, 000,  GOO 
was  first  drawn  having  been  exhausted,  this  is  the  game 
that  is  now  being  played  oS  by  Mr.  Biddle  on  the  South. 
He  has  his  agenU  there,  selling  the  notea  of  the  old  bank, 
which  neither  the  United  States  Bank  of  PennsyWania,  nor 
any  other  institution,  is  bound  to  redeem.     This  paper,  to 
these  times  of  distrust  and  oppression,,  commands  a  pre- 
mium over  the  local  bank  paper  of-  t^e  country.     It  first 
{passes  into  the  hands  of  our  southern  merchants,  they  pay- 
ing a  premium  for  it  of  about  15  per  cent,  above  local  bank 
paper.     The  merchanto  pay  it  over  to  the  agents  of  tho 
northern  merchants,  who  are  literally  syRirming  like  hun- 
gry locusts  through  Uie  country ;  who,  knowing  its  utter 
worthlessncss,  and  that  no  one  is  bound  to  redeem  it,  im- 
mediately sell  it- for  local  bank  paper  at  a  premium.     Witlx 
this  paper  they  buy  cotton.     In  this  way,  one  aet  of  these 
irredeemable  notes  buys  the  cotton  of  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood at  a  discount  of  at  least  15  per  cent.     Thus  ia  tho 
ghost  of  this  institution  enabled  to  plunder  my  constituent!* 
out  of  15  pep  cent,  of  their  laltor. 

This  system  of  plundering  the  South,  so  long  practised 
by  the  Northern  capitalists,  has  enabled  that  section  of  the 
country,  through  the  agency  of  the  institution  of  which  I 
spoak,  to  play  a  game  that  must  be  suspended,  and  it  is  to 
an  evil  so  monstrous  that  I  am  anxious  to  apply  a  remedy. 
This  can  be  done  efiectually  by  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment and  the  passlsge  of  the  bill.  In  this  way,  thia  insti- 
tution will  be  driven  out  of  the  market ;  for  when  the  notes 
proposed  to  be  issued  by  this  bill  enter,  as  they  will,  into 
the  circulation  of  the  country,  the  worthless  paper  of  this. 
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insolvent  institution  referred  to^  will  be  banished  from  cir- 
culstion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbu] 
eomplains  that  I  have  no  right  to  plaoe  the  construction  on 
his  acts  that  I  have  so  freely  and  falty  ei  pressed ;  and,  sir,  he 
has  added  that  I  have  expressed  opinions  in  reference  to  him 
that  are  not  justifiable  by  fiicts.  Sir,  I  must  be  allovired  to 
tell  that  gentleman  that  the  actions  and  conduct  of  public 
men  in  this  hall  are,  and  of  right  should  be,  public  prop- 
erty. As  such,  I  have  a  right  to  come  to  my  own  conclu- 
sions in  relation  to  them.  Having  formed  my  opinions  as 
to  Che  moving  cause  for  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  in 
the  present  instance,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  etpress 
those  opinions,  and  I  claim  the  right  of  doing  so.  Sir,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  do  any  gentleman  an  act  of  injustice.  I 
have  uoisstated  no  matter  of  fact ;  and,  if  f  have  otherwise 
done  the  gentleman  injustice,  I  shall  be  found  at  all  times 
ready  to  render  him  the  most  prompt  'and  adequate  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  has  taken  oecasion  to  say 
somechlng  in  relation  to  the  interest  of  my  constituents. 
Now,  sir,  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  am  their  repre- 
sentative, and  that  if  I  misrepresent  them  I  am  account- 
able to  them  for  the  act  Therefore,  neither  they  nor  we 
require  any  aid  or  advice  from  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 

I  know,  sir,  tbat  I  represent  a  suffering  people,  a  peo- 
ple who  are  immensely  in  debt ;  but,  thank  God  !  we  have 
a  dfmat^  a  soil,  and  a  production,  that,  when  added  to 
the  never-ceasing  vigilance  of  our  people,  will  enable  us  to 
pay,  in  a  short  time,  a  larger  debt  than  can  be  extinguish- 
ed by  any  other  people  of  the  gflobe. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said  about  the  immense  debt  our 
banks  owe  the  Groremment,  and  not  a  little  has  been  said 
and  insinuated  about  the  alleged  insolvency  of  those  insti- 
tutions. Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  before  they  make  any  more 
aaaertioni  on  this  subject,  to  examine  into  the  true  situa- 
tion of  oQf  banks.  I  make  the  assertion,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradictioo,  that  oar  banks,  the  banks  of  the  State  of  Missls- 
sippi»  have  as  large' an  amount  of  assets  in  their  possession  as 
any  banks  in  this  Union  which  have  not  a  greater  circula- 
tion afloat,  r  have  no  doubt  they  are  as  solvent,  and  will, 
resunie  specie  payments  as  sooh  as  arty  banks  in  the  Union 
having  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  as  large  a  circulation 
M  they  had. 

But  it  \m  said  the  banks  have  asked  for  indulgence.  I 
say  it  is  untme.  If  they  have  asked  indulgence,  I  am  not 
ioformed  of  it.  I,  oA  my  own  responsibility,  asked  iur 
dulgeoea  for  them  in  order  thi^t  I  might  favor  their  debtors. 
2fow,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,] 
with  hu  proclaimed  charity  for  my  constituents,  will  aid 
ne  in  keeping  the  hands  of  this  Qovemment  off  of  our 
banks  for  a  diort  time^  he  wHl  render  us  ^od  service. 
Any  attempt  to  force  these  banks  to  pay  their  debts  un- 
natoraily  oppresses  the  debtor's  interest.  Whenever  the 
Gotremment  presses  the  banks,  it  presses  its  own  debtors, 
and  thus  the  Government  directly  oppresses  the  people. 

.If  the  Qovernment  conUnues,  according  to  the  sugges- 
ti«BBa  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  is  so  charit- 
able, to  draw  on  our  banksp  these  drafls  must,  for  some 
time  to  come,  oome  back  protested.  This  will  keep  down 
oar  money,  and  force  us  to  pay  the  highest  premium  that 
we  bav«  heard  so  much  talked  of. 

8ir,  I  eare  but  little  tox  those  banks  as  mere  corpora- 
tiaoe,  but  I  have  a  great  good  feeling  for  tbe  people  who 
are  in  their  power.  Tou  have  retieved  the  balance  of  your 
GoTemment  dd>tors,  and  why  not  relieve  theih  ali^o  ?  I 
am  eoie  they  a#e  as  meritorious  as  your  Northern  mer- 
diante.  Now,  sir,  the  passage  of  tbrts  bill,  without  the 
ameo^neDt^  appears  to  me  to^be  the  only  means  by  which 
ihe  eonntry  can  be  relieved.  It  is  the  only  hope  I  haVe 
far  oor  bairics  soon  resaraing  specie  payments ;  for  when 


this  bill  shall  have  passed,  the  Government  will  be  reliev- 
ed. Ten  millions  will  be  liable  to  be  gradually  thrown 
into  circulation.  You  can  then  give  our  banks  reasonable 
time ;  and  thus  the  whole  will  be  accommodated. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  said 
something  about  forcing  the  Government  into  terms. 
What  terms  does  he  mean  1  The  terms  of  these  irrespon- 
sible banks  1  If  these  are  his  terms ;  if  a  submission  on 
the  part  of  this  administration  to  the  dictations  of  these 
banks  are  tbe  terms  upon  which  we  arc  to  buy  the  peace 
of  the  country,  it  is  such  a  peace  as  I  do  not  want.  If 
this  is  the  way  that  quiet  in  this  land  is  to  be  kept,  let  us 
have  the  confusion  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  since 
the  commencement  of  the  session.  I  think  the  sooner  it 
comes  the  better. 

*  Sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  of 
law,  that  these  banks  can,  and  will,  dictate  to  an  Ainerican 
Congress  1  Are  we  to  be  no  longer  independent  ?  Are  we 
to  be  forced  to  ask  these  most  soulless  corporations  what 
we  shall  do,  and  what  we  shall  not  do  ?  Surely  not  yet 
This  is  the  direct  policy  of  the  bank  party  on  this  floor.  I 
am  prepared  to  record  my  vote ;  I  am  prepared  to  meet  the 
crisis,  and  share  my  fate.     I  have  no  fears  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  intended  to  have  proceeded  further 
in  discussing  these  topics,  but  I  find  myself  unable,  from 
exhaustion  and  debility,  to  go  on  any  further. 

Mr.  CURTIS  addressed  the  House  in  a  short  speech, 
expressive  of  his  regret  that  hicT  colleague  [Mr.  Cambbel- 
sKo]  had  laid  aside  the  bill  originally  reported  by  him 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  had  enjg^raA- 
ed  the  Senate's  bill  upon  its  enacting  clause  as  an  amend- 
ment. He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  in  its  original  shape, 
but  opposed  to  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest, 
and  would  prefer  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  now  under  consideration,  especiallv  as  recently 
modified.  He  explained  how  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States  Bank  might  be  rendered  available,  and  sold  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  having  altered  his  motion  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows : 

*'  But  no  Treasury  notes  shall  be  issued  under  the  provi- 
sions of  Ibis  act,  except  for  the  sum  of  three  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  until  after  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy  shall  have  oflfercd  for  sale  the  bonds  executed  by 
tho  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  consideration  of  the  slock  held  by 
Government  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  sell  and  transfer  said  bonds,  or  any  one  or  more 
of  them,  to  the  purchaser  or  purcbasors,  and  to  apply  the 
money  arising  from  inch  sale  and  transfer  in  payment  of 
any  demands  upon  the  Treasury  :  Provided,  however^  That 
no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  shall  l>e  made  lor  less  than 
the  nominal  amount  of  said  bonds  respectively,  with  the 
interest  which  shall  have  accrued  thereon  up  to  the  day  of 
sale.  Bnt  if  said  bonds  cannot  be  sold  as  is  herein  provided, 
in  three  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  issue  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

'*  It  shall,  moreover,  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  surrender  any  one  or  more  of  said  bonds  to  the 
bank,  and  U)  take  in  exchange  smaller  bonds  for  the  amount, 
to  facilitate  the  sales  and  transfers  herein  provided  for." 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Un- 
DBRWOOD,  in  this  shape,  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander, H.AUep,  J.W.Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Clowney,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  Grennell, 
Griffin,     HaUtcd,    Harian,    Harper,    Hasrthgs    Hawes, 
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Herod,  Hoffrnnn,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W. 
ison,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomiti,  Mallory, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKcnnan, 
,  Mercer,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, 
,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rcncher,  Rldgway,  Robert- 
tnsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Stralton,  Taliafet- 
oipson.  Underwood,  A.  S.White,  John  White, 
^^'^hittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
i.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell. 
■94. 

— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatly, 
Bicknell,  Birdcall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  Bynujn,  Cambrelcng,  Casey,  Chaney, 
n,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles^ 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Drom- 
dwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
[arrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hubley,  W,  H. 
T.  B.  Jacktfon,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
ones,  Kemble,  Kilgorf ,  Klingensmith,  Leadbettcr, 
Tjogsn,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  Maiiin,  May,  McKay, 
IcClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
lontgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muh- 
Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
nter,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin,  Plunier,  Potter,  Pratt, 
,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Shefier, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
'oucey.  Towns,  Tumey, Vail, Vandervecr, Webster, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jarcd  W.  Williams,— 109. 
r.  Unbbrwood's  amendment  v  as  negatived. 
ROBERTSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
iwhole  of  it,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting, 
lercof,  the  following : 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
ed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  nhe 
States,  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
le  to  time,  such  sum  as  the  President  may  think 
It,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  $7,000,000,  to  be 
icd  with  interest  not  exceeding  6  per  cent  per  an- 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
or  loans  respectively. 

uestion  upon  agreeing  (o  this  amendment  was  de- 
fens  86,  nays  131,  as  follows: 
—Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
^ycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Cal- 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cfteatham, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Cuahing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dunn,  Elmore,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode, 
I,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W. 
son,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory, 
8.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mehcer, 
,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Pope,  Potts,  .Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencber, 
\  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
on.  Underwood,  A.  S.  Whit»,  E.  Whittlesey,  C. 
iams.  Wise,  Y'orke-^C. 

— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatly, 
Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
'onson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
ibell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
/leveldud,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee, 
Drorrigoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
•ster.  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Gholsoo,  Glascock, 
am,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond, 
I,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hub- 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackfon,  J.  Jackson, 
son,    5[,  Jones,  J.  W,  Jones,  Kemble,   BTilgofe, 


Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.Lo<v 
mis,  Lyon,  Martin,  May,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  Mc- 
Clellan, McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parraenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  ShcfTer,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagcner,  Webster,  Weeks,  J.  White, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Wii- 
Hams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Wortbington,  and  Yell-r-lSI. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  further  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  the  following : 

Provided,  however.  That  no  notes  shall  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  so  long  as  there  shall  remain  in  the  Treasury 
available  funds  applicable  to  the  prompt  payment  of  tadd 
debts,  after  reserving  one  million  of  dollars. 

This  followed  the  course  of  those  previously  ofiered,  be- 
ing negatived  by  y^as  and  nays — Yeas  102,  nays  180,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  W. 

B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatbam,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Danes, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,.  Halt^t^d,  Harlan,  Harper,  Has- 
tings, Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  H.  John- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Picons,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ruoisey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  bhepsrd, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Tali- 
aferro, Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White,  J.  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L.  WilHams, 

C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke«-102. 

NjkTs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athorton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son, Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng^  Ca^ey,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles^ 
Conner,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGrafi^  Drom- 
gooie,  Dunean,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond^  Harrison,  Hawkins*  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Inghsm, 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,- N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbf  iter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McK^m,  Miller, 
Montgomery^  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morria,  Muhlenbeiig, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmeoler, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,.  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter^ 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Shefier, 
Sheplor,  Smrtb^  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thom- 
as, Titus,  Toucey,  ^''owns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W. 
Williams,  Worthington,  Yell— 120, 

Mr.  SOUTHGATE  moved  to  amend  4he  bill  so  as  to 
make  the  lowest  denomination  of-  Treasury  notes  fifty  dol- 
lars, instead  of  one  hundred. 

Mr.  LEGARE  hoped  the  gentleman  would  consent  to 
modify  his  amendment  by  inserting  $2&  instead  of  $50. 
He  stated  a  case  of  hardship  which  had  occurred  in  Ala- 
bama, in  support  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  JON  ES,  of  Virginia,  protested  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  if  we  were  to  hare  ,a  Gov^riuntnt 
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paper  carreney,  be.  war  for  bringiDg  down  the  denomina- 
tioaa  of  the  notea  not  only  to  #50,  bat  at  once  to  $6  and  to 
$i.  .h»i  the  laborer  have  the  benefit,  if  there  waa  any,  aa 
wall  aa  the  capitaliat  and  the  ariatoerat ;  he  hoped  the  demo- 
crata  of  tho  «  democracy  of  numbeia"  would  unite  with  htm 
in  giving  the  advantage  of  thia«ew  money  to  the  "bone 
and  ainew"  el'iheoeuntry. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  objected  to  making  the  denomi- 
nation  leaa  ihan  $100.  He  protested  againet  making  the 
credit  of  the  Governmeyit  a  currency* 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  adrerted  to  the  Law  which  enabled 
a  poor  man  to  enter  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land ;  the  price 
of  which  waa  jnet  $60.  He  nrged  the  haidehip  of  de- 
priving euch  a  aetUer  of  the  benefit  of  paying  for  hia  land 
in  Govemment  currency,  and  compelling  him  to  pay  down 
the  gold  and  ailver  nnder  the  specie  ctrcnlar,  while  the 
wealthy  apeciiiator  «oald  pay  in  Treasury  notes.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  woold  come  to  the  West  and  ad- 
▼■nee  suck  a  declrine»  he  wonld  soon  have  each  convincing 
argumenu  applied  to  him  as  woold  quickly  work  a  change 
of  opinion  in  him  on  thia  pmnt 

Mr.  80UTHGATE  modified  hia  amendment  so  as  to 
insert  $36,  instead  of  $100,  as  the  lowest  amount  df  any 
Treaanry  note. 

This  Bmendment  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas 
88,  nayslSO.  aslbttowc: 

Yaaa-^MeesTf.  Beime^  Bond,-  Boon,  Brigga,  Bymrai, 
J.  Calhoon,  John  Campbell,  Wiitiam  B.  Carter,  Casey, 
Chanbera,  Chapmgn,  Cheatham,  Childa,  Clark*  Corwtn, 
Craig,  Crockett,  Debeiry,  I>enDis,  Dunn,  Efanore,  Ewing, 
Isaac  Fleccher,  i.  Garland,  R.  Garland*  Gbolsoo,  Glas- 
cock, Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Gi^ntland, 
Graves,  HaJsled,  Harper»  Hawkins,  Henry,  Herod,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson^ 
Lawler,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  Martin,  May,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Montgomery,  C.  Moriis,  Murray,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Pickene,  Rancher,  Rhett,  Riehardaon,  Ridgwav,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Ramaey,  Rassell,  A.  H.  Sheppwd,  C.  8hep- 
and.  Shields^  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Sunly,  8cone,TaIiaferro,. Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John 
White,  Elisfaa  WhHtkMM^,  I.ewia  Williams,  Sherrod  Wii- 
Gams,  Joeeph  L.  WiUiams,.Wiso,  Yell— 68. 

^^r9 — Moasra.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Andenon,  Andsews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beat* 
tj,  Birknell,  Biddle,  Binlsall,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bacbanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Citley, 
CleTeland,  Colea,  Conner,  Crary,  Cranston,  Ci^tis,  Cosh- 
ing  Cnahman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  De- 
Graf^  Dremgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Evetett,  Farrinlrton, 
Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallop,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hastinga,.  Hawes, 
Haynca,  HoilnBaB,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
HoUey,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jack- 
son, N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  KemMe,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smhb,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Looroia,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, 8.  Mason,  Manry,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClellan, 
A.  McClellan,  McClura,  Mercer,  Maiigan,  Miller,  Mpore, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morria,  MoblenbergyNayior,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Oweos,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikio,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumsr,  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiae,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  t^awyer,  Ser- 
geant, Shelier,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Stewart,  Stratton,  Taylor, 
Tbofivts,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toueey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vail, 
Vanderveev,  Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whiltleeey, 
J.  W.  Williama,  C.  H.  WUitams,  Worthiogtiin,  and 
YoHie-«131. 

Mr.  SOUTHGATE  then  moved  to  insert  $50,  in  phuse 
of  $100,  aa  tbeloweat  amount. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  beinc  taken  upon  thia  motion  of  Mr. 
S.  stood  aa  fbilowa:  Yeaa- 140,  ns^a  81,  vix: 

YnAa^-MeMW.   Alennder,  J.  W.  Allen,   Ander«»n, 


Andrews,  Beime,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  J«  Campbell,  W.  B. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chestbam, 
Cbilds,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushinan,  Davee,  De- 
berry,  DeGrafi^  Dennis,  Dunn^  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Goode,  Jas.  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Hsrrison, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holt,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
son Henry  Johnson,  Joeeph  Johnson,  William  C.  John- 
son, Kilgore;  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewia,  Lincoln, 
A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Malloiy,  Marvin,  8.  Mason,  Martin, 
Abra.  McClellan,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Mohleuberg,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Picktns,  Pope, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richaidson, 
Ridgway,  Rivea,  Robertaon,  Rumsey,  Russell,  A.  H.  Shop- 
perd,;C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibloy,  Slade,  Smith, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Titus, 
Towns,  Underwood,  Vail,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  John 
White,  £.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams^  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 140. 

NATs-o-Messrs.  Adama,  Heman  Allen,  Atherton,  Ay- 
crigg, Beatty,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdaall,  Borden,  Brod- 
head, Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  C'lWey, 
Coles,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davics, 
Dromgonle^  Duncan,  Everett,  Farrington,  R.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Hawes,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Httbley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackaon,  N.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmitb,  Logan,  A. 
Loomis,  Jamea  M.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  McClure,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  8.  W. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noble,  Owena,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Pennybaeker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pluiper,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  Reed,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaffer,  Stewart, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Toncey,  Tiirnc^,  Vanderveer, 
Wegener,  Weeka,  Jared  W.  Williama,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Wortbington,  Yoike— 81. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  ont  the  wo/d  *^ten,"  before  « millions,"  and  in- 
serting *'  seven ;"  so  as  to  make  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
aeven.milliona. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas  101, 
nays  12D,  as  foUowa : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bonldin,  Briggs, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Cham- 
bers, Cheathsm,  Cbilds,  Corwin,  Cranaton,  Crockett,  Cur- 
tis,. Cashing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  Pillmore,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grrennell,  Griffin^  Halsted,  Hsrlsn,  Harper,  Hastingi^, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Coat  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Andrew 
W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck, 
PbilUps,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williama, 
Joseph  L.  Wilhams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and 
Yorke— 101. 

NAva-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beime,  Bicknell,  Biidsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son, Brayq,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Timothy 
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J.  Carter,  CiMy,  Cheney,  Chapmu),  Giliey,  Gkiborae, 
CUrk,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connoi^  Craig,  Crarjr,  CuihiDan, 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farring- 
ton,  Fairfield,  lasac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Ghobon,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holwy,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabei  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
bte,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphax- 
ed  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan,  Abrsham  McGlellan,  McClnre,  McKiro,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plnmer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Bhefier, 
Sheplor,  Smith,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Tottcey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Yanderveer,  Wegener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  WhitUesey,  Jared  W.  WiN 
Uaraa,  Worthington,  and  Yell^ldlK 

Mr.  LEGARE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  maximum  of  interest  upon  theTreasuiy  notes  from  six 
per  cent  to  two  per  cent. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAs— Messrs*  John  W.  Allen,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bniyn, 
John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Cheney,  Chapman, 
Childs,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Ciowney,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Da- 
vee,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Ewing»  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham, 
Grennel^  Griffin,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawee,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hubley, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Nath.  Jones,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Montgomery,  Mathias  Moiris,  Cal* 
vary  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Petrikin,  Phillips^  Pickens,  Pope,  Rhett,  Richardson^ 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  August.  H.  Sfaepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Thompson,  Towns,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Wegener,  Web-, 
ster.  Weeks,  John  White,  Elisba  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,,  Joseph 
L.  Williamfl,  Wise,  and  Yell— 99. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Alherton,  Ayerigg,  Beatty,  Beiitie, 
Boll,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Brodheod,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGrafi^  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fillmore,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gullupi  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Haley, 
Halsted,  Harrison,  Henry,  Holsey,  Hoh,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabei  Jackson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan.  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Nay  lor,  Noyea,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paya- 
ter,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Plomer,  Potts,  Poller^  Pratt, 
Prenlisi^  Raxiden,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencher,  Ruopey,  Rus- 
sell, Seigeant,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Sbuthgate,  Spen- 
cer, Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Titus, 
Tottcey,  Yail,  Yanderveer,  Albert  8.  White,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yorke-:I37. 

Mr.  RHETT  offered  an  amendment  combining  one  for- 
merly of&red  fay  him,  and  iqected  with  another  on  which 
the  House  had  not  passed ;  but  it  was  pronooDoed  out  of 
order* 


Mr.  R.  thereupon  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committe  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  inetractions  to  report 
a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  amendments  he  had  propoeed; 
but  the  motion  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  reconring  on  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  the  whole 
amendments  to  the  bill  as  amended,  (being  a  substitution 
of  the  House  bill,  so  amended  by  Mr.  Sootboatx's  mo- 
tion, for  tlie  Senate's  bill,)  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  133,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  then  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athertno,  Beatty,. 
Beime,  Bicknell,  BirdMll,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  -Bronson,  Brayn,  Buchanan,  Bynun,  John 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J.  Car- 
ter, Cbaney,  Chapouun,  Ciller,  Claiborne,  Claik,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  C5rary,  Cushnwn,  Davee^  Be 
Grafi^  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edvrards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field^ Foetjer,  Jadaes  Garland,  Riee  GarlHid,  Oholson, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hstnimend, 
Harrison,  Hswes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  How- 
anl,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabex  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson^  Joseph  Jdhnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Joh»  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Kluigensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  IjOgHB,  A. 
Loomie,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,-  Mlwtin,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
Robert  McCleUan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McChire,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owene,  Palmer,  Ptirher,  Parmen«> 
ter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phimmer, 
Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rlbrideoy  Reily,  Rhett, 
Riehatdson,  Rives,  Sfaedbr,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towne,  Torney, 
Yail,  Yanderveer,  Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Jand  W.  WUIIams,  Worthington,  Yelk— 127. 

Nats— Meesrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  E. 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chea- 
tham, Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cueh- 
ing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis^  Dunn, 
Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry, 
Goode,  Jamea  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Grasee,  OrenneU, 
Grimn,  Halsted,  Harlao,  Harper,  Heatings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  W.  O.  ioho- 
son,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Malloiy,  Marfin, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  McK^nnan,  Mmefee,  Mercer,  MiUigafi, 
M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogla^  Patterson,  Pearcr, 
Peok,  Phillips^  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Itobert- 
son,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Soothe 
gale,  Suoly,  Stone,  Stratton,  TaKaikrro,  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  J.  White,  £.  Whittlea9y» 
L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  WUKama,  C.  H.  WiU 
liame^  Wise,  Yorke— 96. 

So  the  bill  wee  ordered  to  a  diird  luading. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half  past  8  o'clock. 

TuKSDAT,  Oct.  10. 

MEXICO,  TEXAS,  Ac 

After  the  piesentation  of  sundry  petitiooe  (indadingesY- 
oral  from  Alabama)  for  the  eatablishmeBt  of  a  nusonal 


The  House  proceeded  to  the  nnflnished  business  of  yes- 
terday morning,  which  was  the  .consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Eucoms,'  of  South  Carolina,  to  print  tea 
thousand  extra  copies  of  certain  documents  lately  ooromutii- 
cated  to  the  House  by  the  Preaidsnt  of  the  United  States, 
relating  to  negotiatione  with  Mexico  coneeroing  a  ceaslon 
of  teniftory,  tofether  with  the  unteadBMnt  piopoeed  by  Mr. 
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ADAXt,  which  WM  to  ftiika  oui  Um  particaharintiiMi,  and 
leave  the  order  geMral,  ao  m  to  inDlode  the  whole  eeiiea  of 
papeie  eoaoerning  our  relatioiia  with  Mezieo. 

Mr.  WHrrTLGSEY  iB^airedi  whether  U  would  be  in 
Older  to  divide  tlie  queatbo,  lo  aa  to  exclude  the  reprinling 
of  what  had  been  before  printed  1 

After  azplaoaOonaby  Mr.  ADAMS  and  Mr.  ELMORE, 
Mr.  W.  pereeivi«9  that  he  had  miaapprehended  th^  effect 
of  the  propoeiliont  withdrew  hie  proposition  for  a  diviaion. 

Mr.  ELMORE  iaid^,  that  from  the  rtmarka  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WaiTTuaxr,]  aawell  aa  tboae 
made  jesterdaj  by  the  gentleman  firom  Maaiacbuaett%  be 
pereeiW  that  an  impreaaion  hnd  been  made  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  norreepondence  of  wfaidiJie  deaired  an  extm 
Muaber  to  be  printed  had  been  eelacted  by  himaelf.  8aoh 
was  not  the  fact.  The  aalections  were  made  in  the  olSce 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  all  headied  waa»  that  they 
thould  be  printed  precieely  aa  ih^  had  been  eent  to  the 
Honae.  The  Houae  had  received,  and  had  ordered  to  be 
prioted,  two  diatinci  acta  of  doenmenta— one  contained 
the  coneapondanoe  of  tlus  Government  with  the  miniataT  of 
Texai^  touching  ^fae  annnxatiott  of  Tezaa  to  thia  Union  : 
10,000copieaofthia  are  ordered  to  be  printed.  •Theother 
waa  the  oorie^;ondenoe  of  thia  Government  with  that  of 
Mexico^  toodiing  the  boundary  line  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  Statee ;  and  alio  touching  the  pnrchaae  of  Tex- 
at,  Chen  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territoiy.  Now  Mr.  E.  did 
not  deaire  the  printing  of  an  adtUtionai  nnmber  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  oonreapondence  whidi  relatedte  the  true  boun- 
dary lincp  fixed  by  trea^  with.  Spain  in  1819,  and  the  trea- 
ties both  in  lelalion  to  ronning  Uiat  line,  and  also  raapect- 
ing  commerce  between  the  two  countries;  which  aubjects 
were  kepi  entirely  distinct,  both  pwrtiea  agreeing  to  oonsidi* 
er  them  aepaialely,  and  make  them  the  sulb^  of  dis- 
tina  negotlatsoDs.  These  constituted  nine-tenths  of  the 
whole  mass  of  documents,  and  had  nothing  whatever  lo  do 
with  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.  He  had 
wished  to  ex^nde  this  portion  of  the  eorreapondenoe  from 
his  motioo,  Dmm  no  motive  oonnectAi  witik  the  gentleman 
frvot  Maamcbaaetta,  but  because  ita  reprint  would  be  a 
useioas  expense,  would  make  the  document  massive  and 
less  fit  for  circulation,, and  would  occasion  deky  in  the 
printing.  If  it  was  true  that  the.  South,  the  North,  and 
the  Weai  wore  to  look,  upon  the  Texintt  qutstioa  as  one 
which,  in  fact,  and  as  deduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Masnchnaetta,  involved  the  continnance  of  this  Union, 
he  was  desirons  that  they  should  be  fucnbhed  witb-all  the 
necMary  informalion  in  relatioa  to  the  aobject  contained 
in  tSe  papem  he  had  indicated  in  his  motion,  and  that-  aa 
qteedily  aa  HKticablei.  If  the  gentleman  from  Masschu- 
■etta»  howevlF,  thought  the  prmting  of  the  whole  impor- 
tant, Mr.  £.  had  no  earthly  objections  to  it,  except  thoee  he 
had  expreaaed  from  the  first;  but  he  would  readily  yield 
even  thoee  objections  to  the  desire  expressed  by  gentlemen 
lo  print  the  whoie.  He  would  only  repeat,  that  all  which 
bore  on  Ihe  question  of  annexation  was  contained  in  papers 
named  in  the  resolution. 

Ttia  gentleman  from  Msssacbusetts  had  said  something 
of  a  part  of  the  correspondence  being  suppressed.  .  Ho 
(Mr.  £.)  can  only  say  that  the  suppression- has  been  made 
elsewhere,  if  the  gentleman  ia  right  And  if  the  gentle- 
man from  MaasadittsetU  desires  or  expects  to  have  the 
suppressed  portions  q>read  before  the  pubfic,  he  must  ffet 
them  into  the  poMsssion  of  the  House  by  another  caU,  be- 
fore this  House  can  have  them  piinted.  An  order  to  print 
what  we  have  not  is  a  nullity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  not  removed  bis  objections 
to  the  printing  of  garbled  extracts  from  the  documents  re- 
forred  to.  The  gentleman  said  he  had  not  himself  made 
these  selections;  but  as  Mr.  A.  understood  the  matter,  the 
gentleman,  in  his  motion  to  print,  excluded  just  so  much  of 


the  entire  correspondence  as  sotted  his  own  purpose.  Of 
these  extracts  he  desired  to  $And  out  lo  the  country  ten 
thousand  extra  copies,  and  to  exclude  the  residue.  The 
gentleman  would  have  nothing  published  which  related^  to 
the  question  of  boundary,  because  this  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.  But  it  had 
to  do  with  it^-mnch  to  do  with  it;  so  much,  that  the  prop- 
osition for  the  purchase  never  could  bavo  been  properly 
made  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  had  there  been  no 
open  question  of  boundary  between  the  two  Governments. 
It  wee  that  very  queetion  which  gave  rise  to  the  question 
of  annexation,  and  which  alone  couU  authorize  it.  The 
question  of  boundary  ran  through  all  our  intercourse  with 
die  Govtemment  of  Mexico,  from  the  moment  in  which  it 
was  fi^t  agitated  until  this  day.  It  entered  into  our  trea« 
tiee  with  &it  Ck>vemment.  We  were  bound  by  treaty  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  run  the  line,  (said  Mr.  A.)  but 
we  hav*  net  done  it,  Bills^  indeed,  had  been  introduced 
into  Congraes  for  that  purpose,  and  had  gpne  to  their  se- 
cond reading,  but  there  had  arisen  this  agitation  about  the 
annexataon  of  Texas,  and  the  boundary  alter  thai  could 
never  be  settled.  This  fact  ahowed  the  close  connexion 
between  the  correspondence  tourhing  our  treaties  about 
boundary,  and  that  of  the  question  of  annexation. 

One  of  the  matten  of  reproach  aicainst  us,  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  was  our  violation  of  faith  in 
regard  to  the  boundary  questiou.  And  why  had  we  not 
complied  with  oor  solemn  engagement  to  appoint  commis« 
sioners  to  run  the  boundary  line  1  What  prevented  ?  No^ 
thing  but  that  spirit  which  had  taken  possession  of  a  car* 
tain  portion  of  our  population,  that  sudden  and  violent  im- 
pulse, which  drove  them  on  to  get  possession  of  the  vrhole 
territory,  at  any  expense,  perfu  out  nefa$,  by  treaty,  by 
invasion,  by  any  thing  that  would  effect  the  purpose. 
[The  Sfxaxxr  here  interposed,  and  reniinded  Mr.  A.  that 
htt  remarks  were  taking  too  wide  a  range.  The  question 
wan  simply  on  the  printing.]  Mr.  Abaxs  said  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Elxorb]  had  token 
a  similar  range  in  his  remarks.  [The  CaAin  said  that  the 
remarka  of  £e  gentleaMn  from  Sonth  Carolina  had  had 
reference  to  the  printing.  There  would  be  no  end  to  the 
debAte,  if  it  were  once  suffered  to  extend  to  the  merits  of 
the  Texian'  question  and  our  relations  with  Mexico.} 
What,  (said  Mr.  ADAwa,)  am  I  not,  then,  to  be  permitted 
to  show  that  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  totally  foils  him  t  [The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (said  the  SrxAKxn)  cannot  now  discuss  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  fixing  the  boundary  between  Mex- 
ico and  the  United  States,  or  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.] 
Well,  (continued  Mr.  Adaxs,)  I  say,  then,  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  totally  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  corres- 
pondence touching  the  boundary  has  nothing  to  do  with 
that  of  annexation.  It  has  just  as  much  to  do  with  it  as 
the  other  portion  of  the  correspondence.  I  hope,  if  there 
is  to  be  any  eztia  printing  in  the  case  at  all,  we  shall  print 
the  whole,  I  care  not  how  many  copies  you  order.  I  am 
willing  that  a  hundred  thousand  should  be  printed,  or  as 
many  more  as  the  gentleman  desires ;  but  let  justice  bto 
done  to  all  sides,  by  printing  the  whole. 

The  gentleman  sogge«to  a  further  call.  I  propose,  sir, 
to  make  a  furtlier  call.  The  call,  thus  far,  has  been  im- 
perfectly answered.  I  do  propose  a  further  call ;  for,  aa 
far  as  I  know,  the  most  important  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence may  have  been  withheld— <suppresiied.  The  gentle- 
man  from  South  Carolina  has  the  advantage  of  me ;  I  have 
not  seen  these  returns.  The  moment  they  came  into  the 
House,  they  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  immediately  hur- 
ried off  to  the  printers.  I  have  not  been  to  the  printer^ 
office  to  ransack  them,  and  to  see  what  portion  wiU  suit 
me.  He  states  the  oontenta  of  these  docomenta.  I  cer- 
tainly have  entire  confidence  in  any  statement  that  gentle- 
man may  make;  but  still  I  had  rather  have  the  advantage 
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of  looking  at  the  papers  for  myself,  and  fonning  my  own 
judgment,  especially  when  he  has  an  interested  object  in 
making  his  statement.  I  trust  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted,  and  that  we  shall  get  ^e  whole  correspondence, 
and  not  partial  extracts. 

Mr.  OWENS  said  it  was  verx  evident  that  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  not  to  garble  the 
correspondence,  or  to  suppress  any  thing  which  had  rela- 
tion to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.  AH  he 
wished  was  to  separate  this  from  the  voluminoas  matter  in 
which  it  lay.  To  obviate  all  objections,  he  would  propose 
to  the  gentleman  to  modify  his  call,  by  adding  words  to  this 
effect:  «  Together  with  any  other  matter  relating  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas  which  may  be  embraced  in  this  cor- 
respondence." 

Mr.  ELMORE  accepted  this  addition  as  a  modification 
of  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign  Relations)  said  that  he  should  not  have  partaken 
in  this  debate,  but  with  a  view  to  the  cornDction  of  an 
error,  no  doubt  unintentional,  on  the  part  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  as  every  thing 
which  fell  from  that  gentleman,  on  the  stibject  especialiy  of 
foreign  afiairs,  was  of  consequence.  Mr.  H.  begged  that 
gentleman  to  reflect,  and  see  whether  he  had  not  forgotten 
a  provision  of  law,  when  he  asserted  that  no  steps  bad 
been  Uken  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  towards  run- 
ning the  Mexican  boundary  line.  [Mr.  Adaxs  disclaim- 
ed having  said  that  no  steps  had  been  taken.]  Mr.  H. 
■■id  he  only  desired  to  state  that  commissioners  had  been 
appointed  according  to  treaty,  and  that,  if  the  line  had  not 
been  run,  the  fault  lay  with  Mexico,  and  not  with  this 
Government.  As  to  the  printing,  he  was  a  good  deal  at  a 
loss ;  for  he  had  not  read  the  documents,  and  did  not  there- 
fore know  whether  they  embraced  all  that  was  desirable  or 
not ;  or  what  it  was  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina desired  to  exclude.  He  was  completely  in  the  dark 
on  that  matter ;  but,  being  compelled  to  vote,  he  should, 
on  the  whole,  rather  vote  to  print  the  whole  correspon- 
dence, aa  requested  by  the  gentleman  from  Maasacbo- 
setts. 

He  would,  however,  observe  that  this  motion  of  (he 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  not,  in  his  opinion, 
calculated  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  cause  to  which 
that  gentleman  was  attached.  The  object  was  stated  to  be 
to  spread  useful  information  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  that  they  might  form  their  opinion 
on  the  Texian  queAion,  more  especially  within  the  next 
two  months,  previous  to  coming  up  at  the  regular  session 
of  Congress.  The  proposed  publication  was,  in  fact,  in- 
tended as  a  virtual  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
from  the  decision  of  the  President.  In  that  view  he  was 
not  disposed  to  oppose  it,  though  he  thought  the  question 
was  to  be  pressed  prematurely — for  he  was  satisfin)  there 
could  be  but  one  result  from  such  an  appeal,  and  that  re- 
sult would  be  of  a  character  inauspicious  to  the  gentle- 
man's wishes.  This  House  (said  .Mr.  H. )  is  divided  into 
three  parts  upon  the  Texian  question.  [Here  the  Craik 
again  interposed,  the  debate  transcending  the  limit  of  (he 
mere  question  of  printing.]  Mr.  H,  said  that  all  those  who 
were  friends  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  should  consider 
well  before  they  carried  the  appeal  now  contemplated  to 
the  people.  They  should  consider  whether  they  would 
not,  as  he  believed  they  would,  thereby  place  the  admin- 
istration on  impregnable  ground.  So  viewing  the  matter 
himself,  he  thought  this  appeal  to  the  people  .injudicious 
on  the  part  of  the  mover,  nor  would  it  result  in  the  way 
gentlemen  hoped  and  expected.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  made 
up  as  yet  no  definite  opinion  on  the  Texian  qdestion. 
Neither,  he  believed,  had  this  House  or  the  nation;  and 
ho  should  be  sorry  if  the  question  should  be  presented  pre- 
maturely to  'the  people.     As  to  the  printing,  however,  he 


should  not  oppose  it :  he  would  Tote  for  the  printing  of  a 
hundred  thousand  copies  if  gentlemen  desired  it 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  he  had  heard  nothing  to  warrant  a 
departure  in  this  case- from  the  obvious  rules  of  justice  and 
good  faith.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  object  were  to  enable 
gentlemen  to  print  and  circulate,  "at  the  public  expense, 
certain  extracts  from  public  documents  to  form  an  argu- 
mentum  ad  honUnem  against  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetu ;  at  least  with  a  view  to  shake  his  influence  with 
the  country  on  this  question,  by  alleging  that  on  some 
former  occasion  he  may  have  adverted  to  the  possibility  of 
annexing  Texas  to  this  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  far  from  believing  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  in  view  to  misrepresent  or 
to  create  a  false  impression.  But  be  would  not  inisi  the 
opinion  of  any  one  whose  feelings  were  plainly  enlisted,  to 
say,  in  presenting  what  favored  his  own  views,  that  there 
remained  nothing  behind  to  explain  or  to  qualify.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  one  safely  to  make  such  a  general  aver- 
ment. You  must  see  the  whole  letter— its  full  scope  and 
drif^  in  order  to  ascertain  the  cireumstedoes  Ufider  which 
it  was  written,  and  the  purpose  it  had  in  view,  perhaps  to 
operate  on  4he  hopes  and  fears  of  a  foreign  Power.  A  very 
striking  illustration  of  the  facility  with  which  a  passage 
thus  introduced  for  a  special  ^purpose  may  be  taken  from 
the  context,  and  convey  an  hnpression  the  reverse  of  what 
was  intended,  may  be  found  in  the  letter  just  I4id  on  our 
tables  from  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Texian  minister,  to  Mr.  For- 
syth* I  allude  to  the  passage  In  which  he  hints  broadly 
at  the  sympathy  with  which  the  *^  crowned  heads'*  of  Eng- 
land uid  France  regarded  the  Texian  revolution. 

[The  Spiakzr  hei^  interposed  to  say  it  washout  «f  or- 
der, at  this  time,  to  discuss  Uie  menu  of  the  question;  Mr. 
B.  said  he  had  no  such  purpose.  His  object  was  merely 
to  illustrate,  by  reference  to  a  particular  case,  how  easy  it 
was,  by  taking  up  a  particular  passage,  and  viewing  it 
apart  from  the  context,  to  reverse  the  real  puqwse  of  the 
writer.-  The  Spbakxr  persisted  in  the eali  to  order.] 
.  Mr.  B.  contended  thatHhe  matter  was  of  no  great  mo- 
ment, as  it  only  enforeed  wkat  must  be  admitted  to  be 
true.  Every  one  brought  from  the  courts  an  invinbibto 
repugnance  to  this  taking  up  of  detached  passages,  and  it 
equally  violated  the  popuFar  sense  of  justice. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  remarked  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  felt  aggrieved,  he  might  hereafter 
move  to  print  the  entire  documents.  In  other  words,  the 
accused  was  to  be  subjecltod  to  the  very  inconvenience 
from  which  the  accuser  sought  to  escape.  What  i^he 
avowed  object  of  circulating  these  papers  in  the  proposed 
form  1  That  they  may  be  pofuble  and  pa^^pidly  over 
the  country.  They  may  be  made  th6  subjects  of  pungent 
newspaper  paragraphs,  and  of  placards  which  he  who  runs 
may  read.  And  the  accused  is  to  come  hatting  behind 
with  a  book  to  ask  a  patient  hearing  frem  those  whoee 
minds  are  preoccupied,  and  who  have  no  relish  for  tedious 
explanations.  It  might  as  well  be  said  that  there  was  no 
harm  in  casting  poison  into  a  spring  by  the  wajrside,  be- 
cause ihere  are  tests  in  the  chemist's  ^ops  by  which  its 
presence  may  be  detected.  There  were  so  many  modes  in 
which  partial,  one-sided  views  of  a  aubject  could  be  circu- 
lated, that  he  was  anxious  in  the  deliberate  action  of  the 
House,  to  see  even  the  forms  of  justice  held  in  reverence. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  could  not  refuse  his  admiration 
to  the  generous  sympathy  manifested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvanria  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Bid- 
dle]  fo^his  distingubbed  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams.]  We  were  told  frombigh  authority  that  «  char- 
ity covereth  a  multitude  of  sins.;"  but  if  the  gentleman 
relied  on  this  to  cover  all  the  inconsistencies,  real  or  sup- 
posed, of  die  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  *  * 
[Here  the  Sabakbk  interposed.]  Mr.  Pjcxbvs  then  said, 
his  friend  from  Soutfi  Carolina  had  not  made  the^  «  ex- 
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tracts ;"  be  hml  taken  them  in  the  »hape  in  which  they 
came  to  the  Hoase  from  the  State  Deportment.  He  had 
made  no  interpolatione  or  curtaihnents:  aU  he  wanted  was 
that  the  informetion  sought  should  go  extenBivcly  into  the 
poswMion  of  the  American  public.  He  had  aceepted  the 
modificakien  proposed  by  the  gentleman  Aom  Georg^,  [Mr. 
OwKirs^]  and  thus  met  any  reasonable  objection  which 
coqU  be  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Tf 
there  was  any  one  question  in  regard  to  which  the  public 
were  deeply  interested,  it  was  this.  The  argument  of  the 
gcmleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  out  of  place.  His  col- 
league had  no.  mean,  narrow,  miserable  design  a(  malcing 
an  issue  ad  hominem  before  the  public.  No:  be  bad 
higher,  nobler  objects  in  tiew.  Hie  call  looked  to  those 
gwat  and  weighty  questions  which  were  agitating  the 
wbuie  oonntry,  and  which  must  ultimately  come  before  the 
House  for  decision.  Was  it  wrong  to  desire  that  the  peor 
pie  should  be  fully  informed  in  regard  to  tl^em  1  and  that 
the  deep  sentiment  entertained  by  freemen  on  such  a  sub- 
ject should  oome  back  in  all  its  power,  and  act  on  their  re- 
presentatives on  that  floor  ?  These  were  the  objects  ofliis 
colleaguo ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that,  in  its  amended 
form,  there  ought  not  to  be  the  slightest  ot>]eMion  lo  this 
ffcaolation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  the  gentleman  fom  South  Carolina 
thinks  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  OwKHs]  is  identical  with  mine,  and  proposes  to 
me  to  aceept  it.  This  cireumstance  furnishes  suck  an  ex- 
ample of  the  diacriminafive  powers  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  it  is  an.  additional  warning  to  me  to 
adhere  to  my  own  amendment.  He  imputes  to  me  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  I  must  dis- 
cldim  it. 

Mr.  6lr.\D£  said  he  wis  unable  to  discover  any  ade- 
quate, or  at  least  any  justifiable  motive  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  in  desiring  lo  discriminate 
in  this  motioB  to  print  a  particular  part  of  this  correspond- 
ence from  tbe  residue.  'J*he  answer  of  the  President  cor- 
respondol  le  the  call  of  the  House.  1'he  House  bad  al- 
ready oidered  the  printing  of  10^000  dbpies  of  the  commu- 
nication. What  good  motive  could  there  now  be  in  reprint- 
ing only  a  part  of  it  1  Why  did  gentlemen,  after  calling 
on  the  Executive  for  certain  information,  desire  to  with- 
hold a  part  of  it  from  the  people  1  If  there  was  a  good  rea- 
son for  the  call,  why  was  hot  the  whole  answer  to  be  pub- 
lished? Mr.  S.  was  compelled  to  conclude  that  thefe  must 
be  some  special  reason  fi>r  so  extraordinary  a  course.  It 
was  said  that  the  modification  suggeaied  by  the  gentlenmn 
from  Georgia,  and  accepted  by  the  mover,  inchided  all  that 
lelated  to  the  Texian  question,  and  what  more  did  gentle- 
men wantt  Trde;  but  who  was  to  determine  what  por- 
tions of  thia  correspondence  did  relate  to  the  question  T 
The  Clerk  of  the  House  1  Mr.  8.  would  nM  trust  thar  se- 
lection with  him.  Was  a  committee  to  be  appointed  to  do 
it!  That  course  would  be  very  unusual.  There  must  be 
Bome  morive  for  the  pertinacity  manifested  in  this  matter 
which  did  not  meet  the  eye.  It  might  be  personal  towards 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams;]  if  so, 
Mr.  S.  would  stand  by  him  and  fight  for  him  to  the  last. 
The  whole  correspondence,  for  what  he  could  tell,  might 
relate  to  the  annexation  question.  He  knew  nothing  about 
it  Tbiis  he  knew :  the  whole  correspondence,  embracing 
the  questions  of  "boundary,  of  treaty,  and  of  annexation, 
were  all  contemporaneous ;  and  he  could  not  tell  liow  they 
might  be  interlocked  together.  Ho  asked  gentlemen  to 
consider  tiow  the  honorable  genttcroan  from  Massachusetts 
stood  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and  to  eratify  his  wishes 
by  giving  a  view  of  the  whole  case.  Were  gentlemen  de- 
siroas  of  sending  to  the  people  two  distinct  versions  of  the 
subject  t  Was  this  to  be  done  for  the  pitiful  saving  of  the 
money  it  would  cost  to  print  a  few  more  pages  1  Was  one 
of  Mr.  8*a  neighbors  to  get  the  whole  correspondence,  and 

Vol.  XIV.— 86 


another  to  get  only  a  part  %  If  there  was  a  good  reason  for 
printing  the  first  10^000  copies,  there  was  equal  reason  for 
printing  the  second. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  remmded  the  House  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Elmous]  had  said  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Aiiams'b  amendment ; 
and,  if  so,  why  all  this  waste  of  discussion  %  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  accept  it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  EIjMORE  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  risen  to  ask  his  colleague 
to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  print  all  the  papers.  He  had  not  read  thenl  him- 
self. There  was  no  man  in  whose  judgment  or  fitirness  he 
would  more  confide  to  make  the  selection  than  his  friend 
and  colleague.  But  it  was  enough  for  him  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  whose  consistency  and  feelings 
were  tnvplved,  desired  the  whole  to  be  published.  He 
would  not,  under  such  circumstances,  refuse  to  print  any 
thing  which  he  (Mr.  Adams)  thought  necessary  to  his  de- 
fence, however  valuminous  the  matter  might  be.  Nay, 
more,  he  would  not  that  the  slightest  suspicion  of  trick 
should  attach  to  his  colleague,  nor  any  other  friend  of 
Texas.  No :  he  would  have  more  res|fect  for  the  opinion  of 
any  one  member  of  Congress,  even  although  that  one  mem- 
ber should  be  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Slabs,] 
and  that  is  sorely  stating  a  strong  case. 

Mr.  T.  was  not  a'  little  surprised  to  bear  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  object  that  it  was  appealing  from  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  people.  Mr.  T.  had  seen  so  many  strange 
tilings  of  Istc,  as  almost  to  have  attained  the  nil  adniirari, 
in  politics  at  least.  But  it  did  sound  strangely  in  his  ear 
to  hear  a  leader  of  the  great  democratic  republican  party 
object  to  an  appeal  from  the  Executive  upon  a  great  ques- 
tion to  the  democracy  itself.  It  was  still  more  strange, 
coming  from  a  friend  of  <*the  illustiious  chief,"  who  daily 
made  such  appeals  from  Congress  to  the  people :  one  good 
turn  deserves  another.  It  was  now  our  turn  W  appeal  from 
the  President  to  the  people. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolution^  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

EXPRESS  MAIL  POSTAGE. 

The  joint  resolution  firom  the  Senate  requiring  postages 
to  be  paid  in  advance  on  all  letters  sent  by  the  express  mail, 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  form  in  which  the  measure 
came  to  the  House,  contending  that  it  ongbt,  regularly,  to 
be  the  subject  of  a  bill,  and  not  of  a  joint  resolution.  It 
was  a  matter  of  legislation,  and  laws  were  to  be  enacted  in 
the  form  of  bills  and  not  of  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  BIPDLE  said  he  would  like  to  bear  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  the  passage  of  this  joint  resolution.-  There  had 
been  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
who,  on  the  contrary,  had  expressly  stated,  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  legislation  in  his 
Department.  There  would  be  a^reat  deal  of  inconvenience 
in  carrying  the  resolution  into  effect ;  and  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  very  vexatious  results.  It  would  not  be  In- 
stantly known  to  be  the  law,  and  meantime  great  enibar- 
rasaments  would  arise.  And  it  would  familiarize  the  post 
officers  with  the  detention  of  letters  and  prying  into  them, 
in  order  to  ascertain  from  whom  they  came.  Unless  there 
Were  good  and  satisfactory  reasons  given  for  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution,  he  really  hoped  it  would  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  BKIGGS  answered  some  of  these  objections.  The 
letters,  if  dropped  in,  not  paid,  and  marked  express  mail, 
would  of  course  be  forwarded  by  the  common  mail.  There 
could  be  no  such  detention  as  had  been  alluded  to.  The 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  save  a  great  many  dollars  in 
the  payment  of  letter  postage  by  persons  not  at  all  inter- 
ested in  what  they  pay  for.  Members  of  Congress,  par- 
ticularly, Bufifered  by  the  present  state  of  things.  Not  many 
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•  days  ago  a  Senator  bad  told  bim  tbat  bis  daily  postage  by 
exprcM  mail  was  often  larger  in  amount  tban  his  per  diem 
pay.  • 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  No'rlb  Carolina,  moved  to  refer 
tbe  joint  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that,  by  a  rule  of  (ho  House, 
all  action  by  any  other  committees  tban  those  of  the  Judi- 
ciary, the  Ways  and  Means,  and  Elections,  had  been  sus- 
pended for  the  present  session. 

Mr.  CONNOR  alluded  to  some  of  the  troubles  at  pres- 
ent experienced  by  the  mistake  of  people  as  to  the  ex  ten-, 
sion  of  the  franking  privilege  to  letters  by  express  mail, 
dtc.  Ho  thought  the  revenue  arising  to  the  Department 
would  be  benefited,  rather  than  impaired,  by  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  hoped  tbe  subject  would  not  bo  acted 
upon  without  due  investigation.  The  adi»ption  of  the  res- 
olution would  produce  great  embarrassment  in  the  business 
arrangements  of  mercantile  men,  as  to  the  opening  of  ptist- 
age  accounts  in  certain  cases.  If  there  was  any  necessity 
for  acting  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session,  be  thought 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  even  if  tbe  rul«  alluded  to  should  be  sus- 
pended, to  permit  such  a  reference.  It'  not,  Mr.  P.  was 
in  favor  of  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  modified  his  mo- 
tion so  as  to  propose  a  reference  of  the  bill  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CU8HING  alluded  to  yet  another  practical  difficul- 
ty in  the  proposed  scheme.  It  happened  frequently  that  the 
express  mail  started  at  unseasonable  hourp,  when  it  would 
be  impossible  to  pay  the  postage  of  letters,  for  the  want  of 
clerks'  attendance  at  such  hours.  7'he  object  uf  the  express 
mail  was  expedition,  and  this  object  would  be  defeated  by 
the  resolution ;  and  the  revenue  accruing  from  the  express 
'mail  would  be  materially  diminished. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  was  opposed  to  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole.  If  refered  dt  all,  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  be  suspended,  and  the  reference  be  made  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Wri.LrAM8*s  motion  to  commit  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  the  House  was  legislating  with- 
out that  sort  of  information  on  the  subject  which  should  be 
the  basis  of  all  legislation.  No  petition  had  come  up  from 
the  people  oo  the  subject,  nor  any  communication  from  the 
public  officers.  The  House  was  legislating  for  itself;  the 
principal  argument  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under  del>ate 
being  tbe  imposition  of  triple  postage  on  letters  receivcil 
occasionally  by  members  of  Congress.  The  express  mail 
had  not  been  long  enough  established  to  have  fair  play, 
and  be  fully  understood.  It  had  better  be  tested  yet  fur- 
ther. 

Mr  G.  objected  to  the  arguments  in  support  of  the  reso- 
lution. He  thought  the  troubles  that  would  ariae  from  its 
adoptioa  were  more  than^enough  to  cx>unterbalanoe  thoao 
springing  from  the  present  state  of  things.  There  was  no 
proper  information  on  the  subject,  and  legislation  was  not 
called  for  in  relation  to  it.  Mr.  G.  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  there  was  not  now  time 
to  go  off  upon  other  subjects  than  those  pertaining  to  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  country.  He  therefore  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  88  to  53,  and  tbe 
main  question  [<m  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading] 
was  carried  without  a  division;  and  the  joint  resolution 
being  then  reid  a  third  time,  was  passed,  and  returned  to 
tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  now  moved  for  the  orders  of  the 
day, 


THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL; 

And  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  take  up,  first,  the  Senate  bill, 
for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries,  in  certain 
cases,  on  public  officers. 

Mr.  LBGARE  strongly  objected  to  taking  uptliis  bill  in 
preference  to  other  bills  on  tbe  table,  as  lieing  likely  to  ob- 
struct and  impede  the  transaction  of  business  wbiqh.it  was 
necessary  for  the  House  at  once  to  act  upon. 

'J'be  House  divided  upon  Mr.  PicKxsa's  motion,  which 
was  carried,  luO  votes  to 80. 
'  The  bill  waa  then  read  through. 

Mr.  PICI^ENS  rosp  and  said,  that  notwithstanding  he 
labored  under  painful  indisposition,  yet  he  felt  hound  to 
present  his  views  upon  the  interesting  anfl  alvorbing.  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  bill  on  tli^  uble :  but  be  could  as- 
sure the  committee  that  he  would  economize  its  time  as 
much  as  possible. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  we  have  heard  much  dedamation 
upon  the  distreiwes  and  embarrassments  that  pervade  large 
classes  of  our  community,  and  I  confers  I  have  beard  these 
complaints  with  the  deepest  and  moi*t  profound  emoiions  of 
sympathy.  I  trust  I  have  felt  as  an  i^tnsricsn  ought  to 
feel  on  such  an  occaKion*  A  strnnger,  unacquaiB,ted  with 
our  peculiar  form  of  Government,  might  be  led  to  believe, 
on  hearing  the  cries  for  relief  that  have  come  up  to  us  from 
all  quarters  of  this  land,  that  W4i  bad  nothing  to  (lo  but  to 
speak  and  to  proclaim  peace,  prosperity,  and  contentment^ 
to  an  excited  and  divided  community  *r  but,  sir,  I  am  in* 
duced  to  believe  tbat  that  Government  is  the  freest  which  is 
the  farthest  removed  from  those  individual  pursuits,  and 
those  individual  occupations,  tbat  belong  either  to  sections 
or  to  classes ;  and  that  the  less  we  interfere  with  tliose  con- 
cerns, the  more  contented  and  the  more  prosperous  will 
the  people  be. 

I  have  also  Iteen  induced  to  lielieve  tbat  it  is  one  of  the 
peculiar  features  of  the  federal  constitution,  titat  this 
Government  was  farmed  principally  to  conduct  tmr  for- 
eign intercourse  with  the  nati4ins  of  the  earth,  and  to  pre- 
pare us  to  defend  ourselves  fiom  foreign  invasion,  and  to 
resist  foreign  aggression ;  and  that  local  interests  and  local 
pursuits,  whether  connected  with  commerce,  manufactures, 
or  ai^riculture,  were  almost  entirel>  left,  to  th«)se  teiritorial 
divisions  over  which  separate  and  independent  Governmente 
hold  their  sway.  I  protest  aguiiist  this  mtidern  doctrine, 
which  has  been  introduced. so  extensively  into  this  country 
within  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  which  teaches  clas6e»and 
sections  of  this  community  to  Igok  up  to  the  bounties  ami 
favors  of  this  Government  with  more  eagerness  and  anxiety 
than  do  the  farmers  of  our  land,  under  a  burning  no<mday 
sun,  look  for  the  coming  shower  to  bless  and  refresh  their 
parched  and  withering  fields  of  grain.  I'be  consequence 
of  all  ibis  is  to  introduce  tbat  servile  dependence  upon  thie 
Government  which  is  utterly  at  war  with  tbe  nature  oi  uur 
institutions  and  the  integrity  of  mt^n.  Sir,  I  feel  for  the 
ditftresses  of  my  country,  and  I  (rust  I  shall  ever  feel  as  I 
ought :  but  there  are  constitutional  limiutions  to  tliis  Gov* 
eminent  that  forbid  the  idea  of  carrying  out  thoiie  synipa* 
tbies  which,  though  they  ever  lielimg  |jerhupa  to  gener- 
ous natures,  yet,  it  habitually  put  into  practice,  prtnluce  as 
much  injustice  and  pressure,  and  not  unfrequently  more, 
than  they  ever  avoid.  .Any  other  doctrine  would  substi- 
tute our  poor  and  frail  judgments  in  place  of  that  interest 
and  instinct  which  belong  to  every  indiudual  in  society, 
and  prompt  him  to  pursue  whatever  is  beat  aud  most  suit- 
able for  his  happiness  and  prosperity.  Bu*  let  the  Govern- 
ment attempt  with  one  hand  to  dispense  favor  aud  bounty, 
and  the  inevitable  con.-equence  is,  that  tlie  other  will  bo 
stretched  out  but  to  be  felt  in  its  pressure  and  the  burden  it 
imposes.    Such  reckless  and  miserable  policy  as  this  would 
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convert  the  Goirerntnent  into  one  grfat  insurance  office  for 
all  thoee  who  chose  to  engage  in  the  mad  and  giddy  ca- 
reer of  epecnlation  and  extravagance,  instead  of  waiting  the 
slow  (mt  certain  rewards  of  hCinest  indn^ttry.  Government 
has  no  magic  power  by  which  to  create  wealth  or  to  bestow 
ha  bounty  upon  «>ne  class  or  one  section,  unless  at  the  ex- 
pense of  others. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  disposed  to  trespass  upon  the 
attention  of  this  committee,  by  discussing  minutely  those 
abstruse  questions  connected  with  currency  and  trade.     I 
too  well  understand  the  sagacity  of  this  committee,  and  iu 
profound  common  sen^e,  to  detoin  them  long  upon  those 
suljecls.     I  know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  discourse 
hwre  upon  currency,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if  he  ex- 
peets  to  command  the  atCbntitn  of  tbisbody,  he  most  have 
a  high  character  for  experience,  and  be  blessed  also  with  a 
good  old  ftge.     Yes,  if  he  ex|iecto  to  entertain  this  House 
upon  those  abstruse  questions,  he  most  drst  put  on  the 
«« powdered  wig"  and  «<fairt^  boots, '^  and  place  himself 
OD  Uie  *' tripod,"  and  tsllc  about  trade  and  commeice  be- 
yimd  the  waters,  and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty 
years  ago.     Such  a  man  would  Iks  listened  to  as  a  sage, 
particalarly  if  he  stepped  forth  as  the  advocate  of  some 
peculiar  theory,  or  if  he  ascribed  the  pravailing  embarrass- 
menis  to  some  foreign  or  remote  cause,  or alcclared  them  to 
ba  owing  lo  causes  beyond  our  control ;  to  sumething  that 
operated  deef>ly  upon  the  cortimunity,  which  they  could 
neither  foresee  nor  avert !    If  one  were  to  proclaim  the  doc- 
trine that  our  suffisring  and  ruin  have  sprung  from  over* 
specttlationy  over-uading,  or  extravagance,  or  a  combina- 
tion of  them  all ;  or  if  he  were  to  say  that  many  a  man  had 
been  brought  to  bankruptcy  and  poverty  by  dashing  forth' 
in  a  ooaiah  and  foor,  with  splended  damank  curtains,  bros- 
seM  carpets,  and  broad  itoirrors,  upon  a  capital  in  reality 
of  but  three  hundred  dollars,  with  a  credit  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  he  would  advance  such  sentiments  but  to  call 
down  upon  his  head  the  denpnciaUons  of  the  wise  in  this 
enlightened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness !     But  while 
I  am  not  di^oeed  minutely  to  touch  these  intricate  points, 
I  cannot  altogether  bverlookth^m  without  a  passing  notice. 
The  iftomediate  causes,  sir,  of  our  distress  arise  from  that 
peculiar  ayalem  of  credit  and  currency  which  has,  for  the 
last  five  years,  been  enlarged  so  extensively  both  in'  Eng- 
land and  in  this  country.     Fn  England,  during  the  year 
1836  alone,  no  less  than  two  hundred  joint- stock  banks 
were  created ;  the  influence  "Of  which  was  deeply  felt,  first 
in  that  country,  and  then  in  this.     Vast  facilities  were  ex- 
tended to  oar  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an  ex- 
tension  of  Ihe  credit  system  here,  connected  with  a  pecu- 
liar jonctare  in  our  afikirs  during  the  same  period.   -  The 
Bank  of  the  United  8utes  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was 
aopposed  to  be  about  to  wind  up,  itsconcertia.  .  For  twenty 
years  ha-.l  that  institution  held  a  control  over  the  currency 
and  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  hundreds,  I  might  af- 
iiKMt  say  thoasands,  of  .other  institutions  were  created  in 
o«der  to  supply   the  demand  In  the  circulating  medium 
wtiich.  It  wae  supposed,  would  ensue  upon  the  decease 
,    of  that  bank.     We  aH  know,  too,  (I  refer  to  these  things 
am  matters  of  history,)  that  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried 
on  against  that  institution;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  counter  interests  in  society,  the  dcposites  of  this 
Government  were  placed  in  local  institutions ;  and  that  these 
latter,  after  being  made  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Govern- 
meat,  with  an  immense  surplus,  were  expressly  encouraged, 
nay  more,  enjoined,  to  enlarge  their  circulntiun.     This, 
connected  with  the  extended  credit  system  in  Great  Britain, 
and  the  long  peace' which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in  our  stocks, 
had  the  eflfect  of  expanding  our  local  currency  and  credit'*,  • 
and  produced  a  gigantic  system  of  speculation  and  enter- 
«piise  never  witnessed  iu  any  age  or  country  before.     I  do 
not  allude  lo  the  increased  amount  of  mere  issues  alone ; 


but  the  hills,  checks,  and  other  substitutes  for  money  which 
these  banks  brought  into  circiilatiim.  '  This  produced  m 
bloated  system  of  credit,  whicli,  with  the  apparent  prosper- 
ity of  the  times,  seemed  to  expand  and  place  unbounded 
means  within  the  grasp  of  almost  every  individual  member 
of  society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmosphere,  and 
gaze  alone  upon  the  splendid  fortune  that  glittered  before 
his  excited  ima^nation. 

This  system  has  one  remarkably  peculiar  feature.  It 
(p'ows  up,  is  fostered  and  nourished  under  free  institutions. 
But  there  is  another  remarkable  principle  in  it,  that,  after 
it  has  spread  itself  into  all  the  rannfications  of  society,  then, 
sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are  deeply  identified 
with  it,  (although  at  first  springing  up  under  free  institu- 
tions,) soon  become  disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support, 
Upon  any  Government,  no  matter  how  despotic,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform  or  revolution. 

The  slightest  irregular  movement  of  the  Government 
must  necessarily  produce  an  electric  shock  in  this  delicate 
and  vital  credit  system,  which  would  be  felt,  and  extend 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  far  removed  from  it 
as  possible;  and,  if  it  be  once  brought  into  contact  with  a 
lawless  Government,  it  must  either  fall  all  together,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  support,  and  be- 
come intimately  identified  with  it.  Now,  I  am  about  to  re- 
fer to  something  which  belongs  to  the  history  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  To  my  miqd,  it  is  an  example  not  to  be  disregard- 
ed, but  presents  a  lesson  of  profound  wisdom,  which  no 
one  can  reflect  upon  without  profit.  The  war  made  upon 
the  Bank  of  the  tJnited  States,  and  the  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites — a  seizure  without  law — caused  local  institu- 
tions to  spring  up  like  mushrooms,  under  the  fostering  care 
of  an  all-powerftil  hand  here,  dispensing  distinction  and 
patronage  and  wealth,  until  all  society  became,  as  it  were, 
dependent  upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no  mau  be 
induced  to  create  the  same  state  of  things  again,  when  a 
bold  and  daring  genius  may  be  tempted  to  run  the  same 
career,  and  bring  the  property  and  honest  industry  of 
the  country  under  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who  may  give 
life  and  soul  to  this  Federal  Government. 

This  conflict  produced  a  tremendous  shock,  and  even 
the  banking  system  itself,  the*  local  institutions,  created  for 
the  express  purpose  of  sustaining  the  warfare  against  that 
overshadowing  central  institution,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  effects.  And  here  I 
will  say,  that  though  I  ever  believed  in  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  that  institution,  yet  those  who  made  war  upon  it 
never  could  have  succeeded  without  raiatng  up  powerful 
local  antagonist  interests.  The  effect  of  that  war  was  felt 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  the  conse- 
qnence  was,  that  sagacious  capitalists  in  stocks,  ready  for 
''any  result,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  investments ; 
and  hence  it  was  thai  we  find  such  extensive  investments 
in  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  in 
two  years  alone,  in  the  public  lands,  besides  upwafda  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  speculations,  such 
as  town  and  village  property,  dec.  This  conflict  agunat 
credit,  deeply  affecting  currency,  was  anticipated  by  capi- 
talists, who  preferred  risking  the  loss  of  something  in  the 
high  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  of  all.  It  was 
at  least  investing  in  something  beyond  total  destruction 
from  an  arbitrary  Government. 

Sir,  when  this  change  began,  and  the  capitalists  began 
to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country  al^o  felt  it  incumltent  u|M>n  them  to  contract  too. 
And  what  was  the  result  ?  Why,  the  result  was  exactly 
what  we  now  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  viz.  in  1836,  the  deposite 
act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  1837.  Lwas  a 
supporter  of  that  law,  sir,  but  I  understood  it  at  that  time, 
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as  I  now  anderslaiid  it  to  be,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  for 
geneial  account  and  seillemcnt  with  thoM  institutions 
which  ha'i,  up  to  that  time,  leaned  upon,  and  been  sustain 
ed  by,  the  credit  and  fiscal  action  of  this  Government. 
They  were  therefore  compelled  by  that  distribution  or  de- 
posite  act,  and  particularly  iu  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
It  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general  account.  Their  pa- 
per  was  necessnrily  compelled  to  be  **  convertible"  paper, 
or  they  themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  paymeutit. 
This  circumstance,  connected  with  our  immense  foreign 
debt,  and  the  demand  thereby  produced  for  specie,  or  its 
leprescntative,  abroad,  brought  about  thid  result ;  that  is, 
brought  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  under 
a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  say  here,  that  the  great  and 
radical  diiBculty,  and,  in  fact,  the  primary  cause,  that  pro- 
duced the  present  state  of  things,  arises  from  the  peculiar 
currency  which,  in  modern  times,  has  so  much  extended 
itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and  its  peculiar 
capacity  for  expansion  and  contraction,  in  the  bands  and 
under  the  control  of  banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly 
from  the  fact,  that  there,  as  here,  the  system  has  depended 
upon  and  been  so  deeply  identified  with  Goverrimenl,  and 
its  financial  action,  for  support  and  extensive  credit.  This 
is  the  real  and  radical  cause  which  has  produced  this  great 
shock  in  our  modern  banking  and  credit  system. 

($ir,  under  this  suspension  of  specie  payments  the  Go« 
vernraent  is  found  in  a  peculiar  situation.  Under  the  law 
of  1816  it  can  receive,  in  payment  of  its  dues,  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver,  or  convertible  paper,  or  notes  of  the  then 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  the  latter  clause  became,  how- 
ever, practically  repealed  when  these  institutions  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  thereby  making  their  paper  inconvert- 
iblu.  ThiBn,  there  was,  in  fact,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  an  immediate  separation  of  the  Government  firom  the 
banking  institutions  of  the  country.  Under  the  law,  the 
Government  could  not  take  incunvertible  paper,  and  con- 
vertible paper  did  not  exist  from  oue  end  of  the  oountry  to 
the  other,  with  the  honorable  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  or 
two  banks  iu  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  in- 
stitution in  the  State  of  Ohio.  And  now^  sir,  the  great 
question  presented  to  this  committee  is,  not  whether  you 
will  separate  the  banks  from  the  Government,  because  that 
is  already  done,  but  the  great  question  is,  whether  and  how 
we  shall  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks.  Under 
this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  three  alternatives  presented 
to  us: 

The  first  is,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  State  institutions,  in  the  manner  in  which 
ibey  have  been  connected  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  tecond  is,  the  proposition  creating  a  bank  of  the 
United  States,  a  national  institution  to  conduct  the  fiscal 
operations  of  this  Government,  and  regulate  the  eichanges 
and  currency  of  the  country.  ^ 

The  third  is,  the  proposition  on  your  table,  sir,  to  sepa- 
rate the  Government  and  its  agents  from  all  banks  what- 
ever. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first  proposition :  if  we  do  not  sepa- 
rate the  Government  from  the  banks  in  thit  peculiar  junc- 
ture of  our  afiairs,  we  never  can  separate  them.  The  sys- 
tem will  be  fixed  upon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  run 
the  tame  round  we  have  done  for  the  lust  three  or  four 
years  in  periodical  terms,  and  then  be  in  tho  same,  or  worse 
condition — distracted  and  embarrassed  from  oue  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  T  have  heard  a  great  deal  as  to  the 
coQiparison  between  the  State  bank  system,  as  it  is  called, 
mnd  tho  peculiar  policy  of  separating  the  Government  and 
its  agents  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  heard  too  much 
declamation  and  no  little  denunciation  of  that  system, 
that  it  is  the  most  outrageous  proposition  ever  presented  to 
the  American  people;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank. 


Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  upon  that  subject, 
both  here  and  elsewheire,  (better  suited  to  newspaper  poli- 
tics than  grave  legislation,)  but  I  confess  to  you  that  that 
declamation  only  reminds  me  very  strongly  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  certain  grandiloquent  class  of  poets  which  a  pro- 
found and  polished  ancient  critic  d^ribes  as  swelling — 

**  Inceptis  gravit>u8  plerumnue  et  magna  professis, 
Furpureus,  iaie  qui  spleiufettt,  unus  el  alier 
Assuiiur  paonus/* 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  perfect  becauas 
you  cannot  present  any  system  to  the  people  that  is  so. 
All  questitms  upon  which  a  practical  legislator  is  callad  to 
act,  involve  more  or  less  a  comparison  of  evila,  and  wa 
must  not  adopt  any  measure  aa  perfect,  hut  aa  embraciof 
the  lesser  evil.  We  must  go  on  to  perfect  del  ails  aft^r  the 
establishment  of  great  and  vital  principles.  It  is  neither 
pretended,  sir,  that  this  bill  invoWes  no  patronage :  it  cer- 
tainly does  to  a  degree.  But  the>que«tion  i%  whether  tbia 
system,  or  that  of  employing  the  local  banks  as  fiscal  agenU 
of  the  Government,  contains  or  involves  the  moi«t  patron- 
age 1  Ni>w,  upon  that  poiut,  permit  me  here  to  say  thatl 
^ei  myself  committed,  froin  a  deep  and  an  anxious  refie^* 
tion  upon  the  question  heretofore.  The  question  ia  be- 
tween the  power  and  influence  of  an  individual,  and  tho 
powtr  and  iiifiuence  of  an  incorporated  bank.  To  tcU  me 
that  a  bank  which  chooses  to  go  into  the  politica  of  the 
country,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounts  and  accom- 
modations to  iu  friends,  and  refuse  them  to  its  enemies,  has 
no  more  influence  than  au  individual,  is  to  tell  me  what  in 
contradicted  by  the  daily  experience ' of  every  man;  even 
if  that  individual  have  milliona  of  the  public  money  in  hie 
possession  for  safe- keeping.  Sir,  the  one  system  wind* 
and  spreads  itself  into  all  the  aecret  and  buaineaa  rocesaee  ^ 
of  society.  Hundreds  and  thenaanda  of  honorable  end 
high-minded  men  have  been  brought  to  degradation  and 
sycophancy  by  this,  tremendous  and  almost  in vibible  power. 
I  have  seen  them  around  their  domeatic  firesides,  with  every 
thing  ikpparently  to  bleas  aiMl  gladden  the  heart  of  m«n» 
full  of  sadness  and  gloom ;  while  even  those  who  were  the 
confiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  joys  and  their  sor- 
rows, were  in  doubt  and  ignorance  as  to  the  ceuaea  of 
melancholy  and  dejection. 

Sir,  this  system  is  aa  bidden  as  the^air  we  breathe,  and 
penetrates  unseen,  but,  alas  *  not  unfelt,  into  the  moat  re- 
tired scenes  of  society.  No  man  can  tell  upon  what  power 
he  is  depending  when  he  looks  for  support,  aid,  and  aasist* 
ance  from  this  system.  No  man  can  tell  what  the  situation 
of  his  neighbor  may  be— what  bis  obligations— his  alli- 
ances and  contracts,  that  awerve  him  from  the  path  of  ia<'> 
dependence  and  rectitude.  Then  how  can  you  say  that 
such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and  dependent  upon  Got- 
ernmenl,  has  less  patronage  than  that  which  makes  an  in- 
dividual responsible  for  whatever  public  funds  he  may 
have  in  his  custody,  without  the  power  of  loaning,  without 
the  power  of  discounting,  without  tho.power  of  accommo- 
dating a  friend,  or  refusing  an  enemy,  unless  be  chooaee 
openly  to  incur  the  odium  and  penalty  of  crime  end  mis- 
demeanor 1  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  question  admits 
of  lie  argument  00  far  aa  the  question  of  patronage  ie 
concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  felt  myself  somewhst  com- 
mitted on  this  subject.  In  1836,  a  friend  of  mine  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gordon,)  now  not  a  member  of  this  House, 
(and  I  will  here  lake  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  ho  is  a 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Virginia  in  her 
proudest  days  of  glory  and  fame,)  presented  the  very  iden- 
tical proposition  to  this  House  which  is  embraced  in  the 
bill  on  your  table.  For  that  proposition,  I'ir,  I  then  voted. 
1  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  conscientious  convic- 
tion of  the  efif^cls  of  that  measure  to  bring  about  honesty 
in  the  Government,  and  secure  the  independence  of  the 
people.     True,  I  vfas  then  but  a  very  young  man,  anil 
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bad  but  lor  ft  few  wwks  takea  my  seat  in  tiiis  Hoqm; 
jat,  «r,  1  hml  oiade  up  my  opinion  from  obaeryiition  and 
raflaeiaoii.     And  ahhottgh  young,  yet,  to  ote  the  langnager 
applied  lo  anotber,  \  was  old  opough^- 
**  Acta  parentmn  jam  legwa,  et  qa»rtt  poterit  cogaoscere  virtus.'* 

Sir,  I  had  formed  my  jodgtniint  then,  and  have  not 
yielded  it  aince.  On  the  contrary,  the  experience  between 
then  and  no#  haa  only  tended  to  conftrm  my  conviction. 

I  desire  the  Clerk  to  jead  the  propoaition  and  the  vote 
nponit 

"  The  question  recnrrad  on  the  motion  tattd^  by  Mr. 
Gomoov,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  atiike  out  all  thereof 
after  the  enacting  worda,  and  insert : 

•'  Thai,  from  and  after  the  — «^  day  of -^— ,  in  the  year 

^  the  cottecton  of  the  public  ratenue,  at  places  where 

the  snma  collected  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of — ^  do]- 
lars  per  ennum,  shall  be  the  agenta  of  the  Trpasurer  to 
keep  and  disburse  the  samev  and  he  subject  to  such  rules 
and  regulations,  and  give  such  bond  aiid  security  ss  he 
sfaal  prescribe  for  the  faithful  ex^ntion  of  their  office; 
and  shall  receive,  in  addition  (o  the  compensation  no«r 
allowed  by  law,  — •—  per  centum  on  the  suma  disbursed  ; 
so  that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  -^--^  doUan  per 
annum. 

"  Sec  «.  And  be  it  futthei^enaeted^  That,  at  all  phoes 
where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected  shall  etceed 
the  sum  of  ■  -^  dollars  per  annum,  there  sbiill  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Prealdent,  by  and  with  th6  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  agents 
of  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to 
keep  and  disburse  the  public  raveoue,  and  be  sutjecit  to 
such  rnlea  MiJ  regulations  as  the  TreasurBr  shall  prescribe, 
and  shall  reoerve  fhr  their  services —^--*«  per  oentum  per 
anniun  on  the  sums  disbursed :  provided  it  does  not  ex* 
cced  the  sum  of  --— -  dollars  per  annum. 

••  Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
niter  the  — —  day  of——,  the  whole  levenve  of  the  Uni* 
ted  St^tea^  derived  from' customs  of  lands  or  other  sonrces, 
abalf  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of  the  United  States.^ 

This  reef4ved  33  Tdtea. 

Mr.  CfaaimMiii,  h  was  not  my  desire,  nor  have  I  caused 
the  vote  upon  that  propoaition  to  be  raad,  to  show  the  eon* 
siatcncy  or  inconsistency  of  any  honorable  member  of  this 
body.  My  sole  and  entire  object  waa  to  prove  that  the 
preaent  Mil  waa  no  new  proposition,  and  that,  as  far  as  I 
am  ooDcerned,  it  is  the  very  hlentical  proposition  upon 
which  I  then  voted  coolly  and  deliberately.  I  have  no  de- 
sire, sir,  to  show  that  there  has  been  any  dentradicfion  on 
the  part  of  any  gentleman  on  thia  floor,  or  that  there  has 
been  any  cUlinge  in  their  opininnsL  It  is  with  neither  «f 
those  views  that  I  had  the  proposition  read.  I  will  now 
i|no(e  a  paragraph  from  the  speech  of  the  niover  of  the  pro-. 
poeition,  made  at  the  time,  w  illustrating  the  views  under 
which  we  noted,  and  which  too  truly  portrays  vihat  has 
really  happened  since,  and  what,  I  fear,  we  will  again  see, 
if  the  system  be  continued.     Mr.  Gomiiox  said  .* 

**  There  is  another  consideration  which  has  induced  me 
to  ofier  this  amendment.  We  may  all  very  plainly  see^hat 
the  contest  for  the  Executive  office  is  the  rock  on  which 
the  permanency  of  this  republic  is  likely  to  be  wrecked. 
And  the  vehemence  of  this  contest  will  ever  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  Executive  patronage.  But  for  this,  the  office 
Would  have  no  allurements  hut  for  virtuous  ambition ;  but 
vith  this  conoomilant,  it  exerts  an  influence  which  may 
one  day  prove  fatal  to  the  federal  part  ef  our  system.  If 
we  do  noi  separate  the  influence  of  the  Executive  from  the 
interest  of  l«nking  corf:omtion8,  we  shall  have  another 
controversy  on  the  subject  of  banks.  The  political  will 
be  nnitefl  with  the  money  power ;  the  contest  must  come ; 
it  will  come.  You  will  witness  a  struggle  in  this  Capitol 
between  State  banka  and  federal  banbt;  and  the  combat- 
ante  fat  the  Preaident's  chair  will  Be  foqnd,  contending  in 


different-  ranka  of  interest  and  influence,  whiUt  they  mar 
the  peaea  of  the  country,  abd  ahske  the  pitlstta  of  the 
constitution.  Separate  them,  I  beseech  you,  represent 
tatives  of  ^e  American  people,  if  you  wish  to  put  down 
this  fearful  contest  for  the  Presidential  chair— -I  had  al- 
most said  Presidential  throne  separate,  I  beseech  you, 
banking  and  politica.  Let  the  banks  ^dlitate  the  ex- 
changes of  commeree,  and  luither  the  interest  of  trade; 
but  let  them,  I  pray  you,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  €ro- 
vernment.'* 

The  predictiona  pf  my  (riend  have  been  fulfilled  to  tho 
letter.  What  have  we  seen  1  You  brought  into  existence 
a  system  of  State  banks,  connected  from  one  end  of  thia 
Confederacy  to  another,  receiving,  disbursing,  and  acting* 
ttpon  those  depositss,  organized  and  controlled  by,  and  re« 
sponsible  to  one  man,  and  then  brought  Into  overwhelming 
conflict,  as  1  believe,  with  the  freedom  of  electiona.  Sir.  I 
apeak  plainly.  I  believed  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  thia 
was  the  true  aoutce  of  power  for  the  last  three  yeanu 
Cbentlemen  may  apeak  aa  they  please;  they  may  deny, 
and  aay  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it ;  but  who  ia  it  that 
knows  any  thing  of  the  operations  of  banka— who  ta  if, 
at  aH  acquainted  with  their  peculiar  influenee,  who  is  not 
irresistibly  impressed  with  their  tremendona  power  t  Sir, 
i  believe  they  did  more  than  any  thing  else  to  eleot  the 
present  President  of  the  United  States;  and  am  I  now  to  be 
called  upon,  and  urged  to  re-organiae  such  a  system,  and 
abandon  the  position  I  then  asanmed !  The  eiperienoe 
of  the  last  three  years  strengthens  my  position.  It  may  be 
denied,  but  I  conscientiously  believe  that  thaae  inatitotiona 
have  controlled,  more  or  leas,  not  only  the  destinies  of  thia 
Oovemment^  but  the  destinies  of  the  ^>eeple  of  this  eountij 
during  that  period.  Yes,  we  all*  know  that  at  the  last  sea* 
don  oi  Congfpsa  enough  was  developed  npon  this  floor  to 
demonstrate  that  there  waa  an  organised  syatom,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  whole,  and  for  one 
and  the  aame  parpoae.  Yea,  sir,  we  have  aeen  thia  cordon 
of  leagued  banka,  with  their  various  intarests,  raising  their 
banner  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  upon  which 
waa  inscrilied  the  isifamous  motto,  <*  To  the  victors  belong 
the  spoife;*'  and  calling  upon  their  mercenary  banda  to 
gather  in  to  the  jdunder  of  aacked  cities  add  aubjugated 
provinces. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  am  I  now,  at  thb  time,  to  change 
my  course  becauae  othora  have  come  to  me  1  No,  air,  I 
maintain-  the  very  grounds  I  then  maintained,  and  I  ever 
will  maintain  them  till  my  judgment  and  my  conviction  tell 
me  they  are  wrong. 

I  cannot  but* believe  that  the  signal  failure  of  these  insti- 
tutions as  fiscal  agenta  for  this  Government^-I  cannot  but 
believe,  too,  sir,  that  the  experience  of  the  httt  three  years, 
must  hsve  convinced  every  one  of  their  ineflScacy,  and 
the  inexpediency  and  folly  of  their  boing  selected  again  as 
the  depositories  of  the  Government,  except  with  one  view. 
And  this  is  the  reason  why  some  gentlemen  now  acquiesce 
in  their  reorganization ;  that  is,  that  they  well  know  that 
this  operation,  and  their  reorganixation,  will  bring  us  again 
into  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  force  the  coun- 
try into  the  adoption  of  a  bankDf  the  United  States.  They 
know  ^elH  sir,  that  H  tends  to  that,  and  they  know  that 
if  these  State  banks  are  sgain  selected  as  public  depositor 
ries,  they  will  be  but  a  stepping-sione  to  the  establishment 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  SutCs.  This,  sir,  is  the  real,  the 
true  issue.  It  is  an  issue  between  miiking  the  fiscal  agents 
of  the  Government  separate  and  independent  from  all 
banks,  and  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  inevitably  most  be  adopted  eventually,  and 
that  not  at  a  very  remote  period,  if  you  readopt  now  the 
State  Itank  system  as  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  Government.- 

As  to  the  constitutional  argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  I  will 
not  treapasa  upon  the  attention  of  the  House  to  discuss  it 
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at  length  at  this  late  period  of  the  seaeion.  I  too  well 
know,  sir,  that  a  reference  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  federal 
constitution  is  loo  apt  to  excite  the  laughter  and  mirth 
of  a  majority  on  this  floor ;  and  the  geattenian  frpin  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BiDDLi,]  iho  other  day,  with  truth,  alluded 
to  an  ubtfervation  of  a  late  dislinguisbed  citizen  from  Vir- 
ginia, (John  Randolph,)  that  **tho  time  was  not  far  off 
when  A  man  would  be  called  to  order  on  the  floor  of  Con-^ 
gress  for  spedking  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States."' 
I  am  not,  therefore,  di^iposed  to  press  that  argument,  but 
still  I  take  occasion  here  to  say,  th^^the  framers  of  the 
coiistitation  never  intended  to  confer  such  a  power.  Wbat 
changes  might  have  taken  place,  could  they  have  foreseen 
what  has  since  taiien  place,  is  a  quei^tion  not  for  me  to  decide. 
I  lay  down  this  position,  from  the  history  of  the  federal 
convention,  tbat  the  framers  of  that  instrument  never  in- 
tended to  confer  this  power.  And  why  1  because  the 
proposal  was  distinctly  made,  first  to  create  corporations 
generally,  and  then  to  incorpor^kte  whevb  the  general  goqd 
required,  'i'hese  propositions  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  that  committee  never  reported.  Afterwards  a  prtipo- 
sition  was  made  to  confer  the  power  to  make  canals,  and 
a  motion  to  amend  it,  by  conferring  the  power  tp  create 
corporations,  was  made,  and  it  was  expressly  rejected. 
One  argument  used  in  debate  wa%  that,  if  this  povrer  were 
conferred,  ttie  Government  would  incorporate.a  bank,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  large  cities  would  then  be  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  As  far,  then,  as  history 
is  concerned,  it  is  clear  the  framers  of  the  constitution  never 
intended  to  confer  that  power. 

I  know,  sir,  there  is  an  argument  upon  this  point  which 
appears  very  specioift.  It  is  this:  that  in  looking  into 
that  instrument,  we  cannot  look  ikhors  the  preamble  and 
the  s[»ecific  provisions  for  its  sound  construction,  hut  are 
bound  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  instrument  itself.  Sir, 
if  this  were  a  court  of  justice,  I  would  yield  to  the  general 
soundness  ol'that  rule;  but  we  are  a  political  tribunal,  not 
sitting  in  judgment  upon  the  law  already  made,  but  to  make 
the  law  itself,  according  to  the  instrument  under  which  we 
hold  authority.  I  know  that,  in  a  judicial  tribunal,  in  a 
case  arising  between  meum  and  tuum,  where  vested  rights 
are  concerned,  a  judge  can  only  look  to  the  preamble  and 
the  act ;  he  cannot  look  beyond  the  law  itself.  This  is  a 
sound  and  wise  rule,  as  applied  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  but 
will  not  hold  in  iu  application  to  a  political  tribunal,  whete 
we  are  bound  to  look  at  the  circumstanceii  under  which  tbe 
constitution  ^  as  formed,  and  we  are  to  decide  on  the  pow- 
ers contained  in  that  instrument  by  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  was  itself  adopted.  Here  w<f  have  no  case 
arising  under  the  law,  no  vested  interests.  That  which  is 
a  wise  rule  when  applied  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  has  no  ap- 
plication to  a  politii-al  tribunal.  Tbe  creation  of  a  corpo- 
ration is  the  exercise  of  a  substantive  independent  power, 
and  to  attach  it  by  construction  as  a  vagrant  power  to  this 
or  to  that  clause'  in  the  constitution,  is  esfablisbing  a  loos^ 
generality  of  reasoning  which  must  end  in  the  total  over* 
throw  of  tbat  noble  instrument.  I  am  not  unaware  of  the 
argument,  that,  in  fact,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
intended  to  confer  the  powtfr  in  this  Govern  ment  over  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  tbat  the  State  banks  have 
been  created  since  the  formation  of  that  instrument,  which 
have  substaniially  created  a  new  currency,  and  thereby 
usurped  that  power  from  the  General  Government.  It  is  a 
qaettio  vtxatur  whether  the  States  have  not  comniitted  a 
fraud  upon  that  clause  in  the  constitution  which  forbids 
them  **  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  directly  or  indirectly."  .They 
have  created  local  instiiutions,  which,  to  a  great  extent, 
have  set  afloat  a  new  currency  that  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution never  contemplated  ;  and  now  it  is  contended  that 
it  is  constitutional  to  counteract  and  control  this  currency 
by  the  creation  of  a  corporation  under  the  style  and  title  of 
a  bank  of  the  United  States.     Now  this  argument  proves 


too  much,  if  it  proves  any  thing;  because  it  is  clear  thafr  if 
this  evil  has  arisen  sin^  the  formation  of  tbe  eonstitution, 
the  framers  of  that  instrument  never  c  uld  have  intended  to 
counteract  it.  The  evil  is  ailmitted  to  be  •  new  one,  and 
has  arisen  since  ihe  formation  of  that  instrument,  and  thef 
never  could  have  intended  to  confer  a  power  to  counteract 
tbat  which  they  never  understood  or  knew  would  exist. 

Sir,  I  say  the  argument  proves  too  much;  bnt  I  am  not 
disposed  to" press  this  matter.  I  will  only  aay  that,  as  far 
as  experience-goes,  (and  it  may  seem  strange  to  some  gen- 
tlemen, but  I  am  disposed  to  lay  dow  n  and  mainUin  the 
proposition,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to  some,)  the  bank 
of  1816  never  did  restore  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  could  not;  that  it  was  not  the  hank  which  restored  the 
deranged  currency  «t  tbat  time,  but  it  was  tbe  power  and 
credit  of  this  Government,  under  the  c<Mistituiioi),  by  en- 
forcing the  collection  of  its  dues  in  specie.  .  If  ibis  power 
bad  been  simply  enforced,  it  would  have  cttmi^elled  an  un- 
sound currency  to  be  withdrawn,  or  u>  fall  to  an  ascertain- 
ed value.  Tbe  United  »Utrs  Bank  was  the  agent  ta  carry 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Gtwemment,  and  wbat  gave 
it  power  was  the  cretlit  given  to  it  by  this  Goverment,  de- 
claring that  iu  bills  should  be  received  aa  gold  and  silver. 
It  was  the  credit  of  this  Gtivernment  endorsed  upon  ite  bills, 
without  reference  to  their  eonvertibility  at  all,  hut  simply 
and  absolutely  receiving  them  as  gold  and  silver.  The 
Government,  lieing  the  great  and  universal  money  dealer, 
had  practically  surrendered  up  its  power  to  coin  money, 
and  to  receive  nothing  else,  into  the  bands  of  a  corporation, 
and  made  its  notes  the  same  as  coined  money,  so  far  a»  the 
Government  demands  were  concerned.  But  even  then,  la 
1817,-'l8,  and  '19,  thai  bank  was  brought  to  the  brink  of 
insolvency,  and  all  tbe  other  banks  were  made  to  feel  iU 
power,  while  many  fell  proatrate  befiw  it.  And  whei 
alone  sustained  that  bank  then  1  The  power  of  this  Gov- 
eminent,  declaring  that  its  bills  should  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  its  dues  as  gold  and  silver.  While  other  banka 
had  to  sustain  themselves  upon  their  capacity  to  convert 
their  bills  into  cx>ined  money,  this  bank  sustained  it«elf  by 
the  Government  converting  its  credit  to  tbe  use  and  benefit 
of  the  bank,  and  that  credit  serving  as  a  specie  buds.  The 
great  confusion  that  has  occurred  on  this  subject  arisee 
from  the  fact  that  many  have  confounded  tbe  power  and 
credit  of  the  Government  with  that  of  the  bank. 

The  power  to  **  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  there- 
of,*' and  the  proliibition  of  this  power  to  the  States,  and 
also  the  prohibiiion  that  prevenU  any  thing  but  g«ild  and 
silver  bing  made  a  legal  tender,  is  all  the  power  conferred 
by  the  constitution  over  tbe  currency.  Whether  it  be  de- 
fective or  not,  it  is  all  the  power  given.  But  if  it  be  rigid- 
ly adhered  to,  without  temporizing,  it  must,  of  necessity, 
create  a  general  standard  by  which  the  local  or  paper  cur- 
rency can  be  compared.  It  is  immaterial  what  a  httnk  bill 
purports  to  be  on  its  face ;  if  it  have  an  ascertained  value, 
by*  comparison  with  specie,  it  is  all  that  can  be  required. 
And  the  Government,  collecting  its  dues  in  this  standard, 
and  habitually  disbursing  its  equivalent,  would  create  cen- 
tres- at  difierent  points,  around  which  tbe  ^al  currency 
would  revolve,  and  receive  a  fixed  and  known  value. 

Sir,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  this  would  be  a  measure 
of  currency.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  as  exact  a  measure 
as  weights  and  measures  are  applied  to  other  things,  hut  it 
is  tbe  best  ever  invented  by  man,  and  comes  nearer  to  it 
than  any  other  standard  yet  created  by  Government,  or 
«  hich,  I  believe,  can  be  created.  As  to  exchanges,  this  is 
not  a  st^'ject  within  tbe  legitimate  object  of  this  Govern- 
ment, except  ae  it  may  be  incidentally  affected.  They 
must  be  left,  as  they  are  in  other  countries,  fen  be  regulated 
by  tbe  interests  of  the  commercial  community,  and  con- 
ducted by  banks  or  bankers,  who  have  acquired  credit  by 
long  economy  and  prudence,  based  upon  real  capital,  and 
resting  upon  the  productions  of  diflerent  sections. 
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Sir,  tho  difiiculry  io  18U  and  1815  wu,  that  the  Gov* 
ernment  became  embarrasaetl  and  involved.  Individuals 
could  not  advance  to  it  The  local  banka  did  advance ; 
and  apon  the  faith  o(  the  debts,  in  the  shape  of  8tock% 
Ibey  held  against  the  Government;  thei>e  bankji  went  on 
discounting  as  if  they  bad  that  amount  in  specie  instead  of 
OoTerniiient  stock ;  and  what  was  the  result  1  Why,  when 
tho«e  deltta  became  due,  the  Government  itself  was  unable 
to  make  payments,  and  the  inevitable  consequence  was, 
Uiat  these  lucal  bank  notes  fell  below  par,  as  they  could 
not  be  oonvertetl,  and  the  Government  then,  in  turn,  sua- 
taimd  those  institutions  it  had  borrowed  from.  And,  al- 
tfanugfa  it  never  was,  I  believe,  sanctioned  by  law,  yet  the 
GuTernnient  received  their  notes  in  public  dues  on  a  par 
with  gold  and  silver.  This  produced  a  demand  for  depre- 
dated paper;  and  that  which  was  most  depreciated  was 
sought  after  to  pay  into  the  custom -housps,  as  it  couUI  be 
parcbased  with  the  least  coined  money.  The  result  of  this 
tvas  that  the  Government  would  have  had  finally  all  the 
depiecidited  paper  of  the  country  forreil  upon  its  collectors. 
It  was  the  policy  the  Government  adopti  d  of  receiving  ad- 
rancps  firom  the  local  banks,  and  then  pursuing  the  tem- 
porizing expediency  of  receiving  their  depreciated  paper, 
after  ihey  had  discounied  upon  what  they  had  no  right'to 
diiKount  upon,  (because  they  were,  at  the  same  time,  re-  , 
ceiving  interrst  upon  the  Government  stocks,)  that  involv- 
ed us  in  the  depreciated  pa[»er  of  that  day.  It  was  the 
foWy  o/ihis  Goverument,  not  its  im^otency  under  the  s|ie- 
dfic  powera  of  the  constitution.  It  was  this  state  of  things 
which  the  Government  felt  bound  to  stop  the  progress  of, 
and  they  therefore  adopted  the  joint  resolution  of  1816, 
declaring  that  they  would  receive  in  payment  of  the  public 
d'icB  nothing  but  gold  an^l  silver  or  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks.  This,  of  course,  threw  depreciated  paper 
oat  iif  circulation,  and  stopped  the  issues  of  spurious  banks. 
The  Government  was  enabled  to  enfoice  this  resolution, 
hecaui«  peace  had  been  restored,  and  the  re»ources  of  the 
country  brcame  expanded ;  and  if  they  had  adherf  d  to  that 
r^aolotioo,  and  never  adopted  the  policy  of  receiving  other 
Dottr^  yon  cuuld  have  had,  for  all  practical  purpoi>es,  a 
aouiKi  cnrreiicy,  according  to  tlie  intent  of  the  conMituiion. 

It  IS  rbe  only  control  over  the  currency  which  the  con- 
•diution  oimtemplates ;  whether  enough  or  not,  has  been 
^orstitined.  J  contrnd  that  it  ia  eni>ugh  for  all  sale  ptfr- 
posps.  Toa  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  or  its 
eqiiivali^ot,  and  tho  result  is,  that  the  local  banks  are  com- 
pelled to  have  that  which  is  as  good  as  gold  and  silver,  or 
their  paper  will  be  run  back  U|hi»  them.  I  admit  that  if 
jou  receive  by  law,  as  the  permanent  poliry  of  this  coun  • 
tiy,  the  paper  of  local  institutions,  the  rebult  will  be  that 
you  are  compelled  to  resort  to  a  bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
J  ffliiintain  that  if  you  receive  paper,  yuu  cannot  control  it 
and  make  it  a  sound  and  equal  currency  niidrr  the  concti^ 
tutiop,  except  by  and  through  a  national  bank.  There  are 
bat  two  frasihle  modes  by  which  you  can  regulate  the  cur- 
rency. The  one  is  the  mode  provided  for  under  the  con- 
stitution, in  the  clauses  to  which  I  havi*  referred,  and  which 
is  the  mode  iutended  and  pointed  out  by  our  ancestors. 
And  if  yon  attempt  to  throw  this  Ooveinment  u|)on  that 
■tipendoos  qrstem  of  currency  which  has  grown  up  in 
modern  times,  by  receiving  the  paper  of  banks  in  Govern- 
ment dues,  then  there  is  no  other  poaaible  regulation  of  it 
but  by  a  bank  of  the  L'nited  Sutea. 

But,  air,  what  a  monstroua  proposition  is  contained  in 
the  second  mode  !  You  dediM-e  that  you  will  receive  the 
paper  of  banka,  and  you  charter  a  bank  of  the  United 
SUtes,  and  give  it  power  to  control  all  other  banks ;  and, 
by  subjugating  the  Sute  iniititutions  through  the  creation 
of  this  check,  yoa  at  tbe  same  time  part  with  the  power 
gt«  en  to  you  by  the  constitution,  and  confer  it  upon  a  aet 
of  men  wholly  irresponsible,  except  to  the  stockh«ilders  of 
thcif  bank,  and  ledUraa  asd  regardless  of  every  thing,  save 


the  interests  of  the  institution.  Sir,  in  creating  such  an 
institution  aa  thia,  you  create  a  greater  evil  than  that  which 
you  intend  to  counteract. 

What  would  have  bein  the  result  in  1813  and  1814  if  a 
bank  uf  the  United  States  had  been  in  operation  1  Why, 
the  Government  being  in  difficulty,  instead  of  borrowing 
from  the  local  institutions,  aa  it  did,  it  would  have  borrow- 
ed, in  all  probability,  from  that  bank ;  that  bank  would 
liave  discounted  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government,  aa  the 
others  did,  and  the  Government  being  unable  tameet  itft 
debt,  the  notes  of  the  institution  would  have  fallen  below 
par,  as  those  of  the  local  l>anks  did,  and  you  would  have 
had  preciM^ly  the  same  state  of  things  as  did  take  place. 
And  then  nothing  rould  have  sustained  the  bai.k  but  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  receive  its  notes  as  gold  and 
silver,  although  not  couvertible;  and  thia  Government 
credit  would  Kave  given  it  power  and  control  r>ver  other 
hanks  without  the  slightest  merit.  It  is  absurd  to  talk 
about  the  bank  sustaining  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment can  sustain  the  bank,  but  not  tha  reverse.  I'he 
credit  of  restoring  the  currency  is  due  to  the  Government, 
under  that  noble  inalrument,  the  constitutioi^  and  not  un- 
der the  bank. 

But,  air,  will  you  part  with  your  power— the  power  to 
coin  money  and  regulate  ita  value — a  power  that  ia  one  of 
the  greatest  and  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty  t  And 
if  you  make  paper  money  the  currency  of  tho  Government, 
then  the  power  that  regulates  it  is  as  high  ^nd  sovereign 
as  the  power  that  now  makes  coin  and  fixes  ita  value. 
And  let  gentlemen  rcc«>Ilert  that,  if  they  once  part  with  it 
on  the  policy  of  creating  a  bank  in>ititution,  it  is  not  to  last 
for  this  year  or  the  next,  but  forever ;  for  that  which  it 
sound  policy  in  regulating  the  currency  now,  will  lie  so 
fifty  years  hence!  and  it  mu«t  become  a  branch  of  Govern- 
ment, permanently  engrafted  upon  the  institutiims  of  th^ 
country.  And  are  we  prepared  to  say  ihal  those  who  are 
to  manage  it  are  forever  to  be  pure  and  enlightened  men  1 
Recollect  that  tbe  power  that  holds  the  sway  over  the  cur- 
rency, holds  a  sway  over  the  fortunes  of  every  man  in  this 
republic.  Sir,  if  we  once  part  with  this  power,  my  delib- 
erate and  firm  conviction  is  that  we  shall  centralise  a  mo- 
neyed action  in  this  country,  which  will,  in  the  end,  make 
the  labor  of  the  confederacy  virtually  and  forever  tributary 
to  I  hose  who  will  have  but  little  interest  in  it  I  l*elieva 
that  nothing  tended  so  much  to  this  as  the  establishment 
of  the  last  institution.  It  ia  its  natural  and  iueviuble 
course. 

Now,  sir,  what  would  be  the  resulta  upon  the  exporting 
sections  of  the  country  1  Where  would  you  locate  your 
institution  1  Why,  you  must  place  it  where  nine- tenths  of 
the  banking  capital  of  this  country  already  eiiats.  And 
what  can  l>e  a  greater  or  more  tremendoua  engine  of  power 
than  this,  located  in  a  particular  section,  organizing  with 
system,  and  creating  dependence  in  all  the  banking  and 
stock  interests  of  the  country  t  Yon  Ao  nothing  more  or 
less  than  give  away  the  power  to  regulate  the  money  and 
exchanges  of  tho  whole  country  to  an  institution  located 
in  the  noo-ex porting  section,  and  thus  deprive  forever  the 
possibility  of  the  exporting  region  of  the  country  doing  its 
I  own  importing  trade  Identify  it  with  Government,  by 
receiving  in  public  dues  its  notes  as  gold  and  silver,  and 
you  in  eflfect  loan  the  credit  of  thia  Government,  which  is 
equal  annually  to  ita  revenue  and  disburiemenU,  to  capi- 
talists in  stocks  for  their  lienefit ;  thus  creating  an  artificial 
credit,  inttead  of  letting  all  intereKt^,  reeling  upon  their 
natural  reaources  and  credit,  rely  finally  upon  the  produc- 
tive industry  and  bona  fide  capital  of  each  individual  or 
aection. 

Is  it  not  an  extraordinary  fact  that  nearly  all  the  exports 
and  im)K>rto  of  the  exporting  region  of  thia  confederacy 
touch,  both  going  and  coming,  at  Northern  porta  t  Why 
it  thist   It  baa  arisen  from  the  fiscal  action  of  thiaGoverup 
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ment,  'whirh  has  herHofore  sdntained,  and  been  identified 
with,  the  banking  ca}iitsl  of  thi«  country.  We  have  raided 
the  articlea  demanded  in  foreign  eountriea,  and  they  com- 
pel U9  to  tjQch,  both  going  and  coming,  at  their  porta. 
This  does  not  arise  from  their  holding  the  tonnage,  or  their 
bottome,  but  they  hold  the  credit  or  banking  system,  and, 
by  their  eonneziop  tvith  the  Government,  create  excbangea 
against  US,  and  force  us  to  touch  for  tribnte.  Suppose,  fur, 
a  moment,  we  were  separate  Staters,  would  it  not  be  absurd 
for  us  then  to  touch  at  foreign  ports  1  Iiet  there  be  no 
centrol  moneyetl  power  with  which  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Qovemment  shall  become  identified,  and  the  export  region 
will  do  its  own  imports  through  its  own  ports.  With  our 
local  currency,  resting,  as  it  iioes,  on  those  articles  which 
go  into  the  markets  of  the  world,  fifteen  per  cent,  diticount 
in  New  York,  we  can  never  alK>rd  to  sustain  the  state  of 
ffaings  that  has  existed  heretofore.  Without  a  bank,  iden- 
tified with  Government,  the  exports  of  the  country  must, 
to  a  great  extent,  become  a  sulvtitnte  for  all  foreign  and 
even  domestic  bills. 

Mr.  Chairman,  In  looking  oi^r  the  statistics  of  the  past, 
I  find  that,  in  1769,  Virginia  and  Maryland  imported,  in 
amount,  861,140  peunda  sterling;  the  New  England  fitates, 
561,034;  New  York,  188,976;  Pennsylvania,  399,890; 
South  Carolina,  including  part  of  North  Carolina,  «'S3A,714 
pounds  sterling,  &c.  In  1774^  the  exports  from  Vircinit 
and  Maryland  te  England  were  738,9^6  pounds  sterling ; 
Sooth  Carolina,  679,549;  Pennsylvania,  176,96«;  New 
York,  187,018;  New  England,  116,6N8,  dfcc.  This  gene- 
ral proportion  is  sUirtained,  with  no  great  variation,  when- 
ever things  were  not  drran^ed  by  war,  up  to  1788  and 
1789.  The  export  region  did  its  impiirui;  and,  although 
it  was,  of  course,  generally  in  foreign  or  British  bottom*, 
yet  it  never  touched  at  two  porta,  but  went  and  came  di- 
rectly through  our  own  porta.  But  things  have  now 
changed,  and  we  have  lost  our  relative  proportion.  Trade 
was  then  sufiered  to  take  iu  natural  channel.  Since  then, 
however,  the  political  pow  er,  together  with  the  moneyed 
power,  has  been  worked  against  us,  and  our  trade  is  now 
compelled  to  touch  where  nature  never  intended.  I  con- 
tend that,  as  far  as  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government  is 
now  concerned,  we  are  where  we  were  under  the  articles 
of  the  confederation  ;  and  1,  for  one,  desire  for  the  pret>ent 
to  keep  there.  And,  sir,  it  is  under  these  convictions,  and 
believing  this  to  be  the  operation  of  things,  that  I  feel 
bound  to  make  the  true  issue  now  presented  by  the  bill 
under  consi<leration.  I  contend  that  this  organization  of 
the  banking  power  of  the  country  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment tends  directly  to  the  result  which  I  have  attempt- 
ed  to  show ;  that  is,  to  make  the  labor  of  the  exporting  re^ 
gion  of  the  country  tributary  to  those  who  hold  nine  tenths 
of  the  banking  capital  in  their  hands  I  call  upon  gentle- 
men to  consider  well  before  they  make  this  plunge.  We 
haTe  some  deeply  interesting  questions  before  Ui«,  intimate- 
ly conneetetl  with  the  power  and  ascendency  of  sections, 
and  the  destiny  of  this  republic.  Sir,  I  have  been  here  for 
three  years,  and  watched  the  progress  of  this  abolition  feel- 
ing, which  is  now  spreading  itself  over  half  of  thiff  cotifed- 
eracy.  When  it  was  first  brought  into  this  hall,  it  was 
viewed  with  indiflerence,  as  the  excitement  of  a  few  bigots 
and  fanatica.  But  now,  in  the  short  progress  of  a  few 
years,  we  find  that  it  has  pervaded  all  society  with  intense 
anxiety.  That  speck,  which  was  at  first  scarcely  visible 
to  the  naked  eye,  has  now  grown  blacker  and  deeper,  until 
over  one  half  of  our  horizon  hangs  a  dark  and  gloomy 
cloud,  through  which  the  thunder  rolls  and  the  lightning 
flashes,  snd  this  temple,  under  which  we  all  have  hereto- 
fore gathered^  for  common  protection,  is  destined  to  rock 
and  totter  amid  the  desolhting  whirlwind  and  rushing  tor- 
nado.    It  haa  assumed  of  late  somewhat  a  diflerent  shape. 

But  gentlemen  need  not  be  deceived  by  the  color  giveif 
to  the  Texas  quaation.     Do  you  suppoaa  it  is  oppoeition  to 


Texas!  No.  It  is  opposition  to  that  vital  interest  in  this 
confederacy  wtth  which  we  are  identified-^  deep,  per- 
vading opposition,  grown  up  from  e<iucation  and  Infancy, 
and  partaking  now  even  of  the  religions  sympathies  of  the 
community ;  and  1  call  upon  gentlemen  to  pause  befone 
they  are  willing  to  throw  the  power  and  the  credit  of  this 
Government  into  the  hands  of  capitaKsts  who  are  at  war 
with  as,  not  only  In  interest,  but  in  feeling  and  in  sympa- 
thy. Organize  again  the  banking  Interests  of  this  confed- 
eracy, and  connect  them  with  Government,  and  you  can- 
not escape  from  the  grasp.  I  cannot  look  upon  the  future 
without  feeling  the  deepest  (unless  we  are  true  toourselvea 
at  this  juncture)  and  moat  solemn  apprehensions  that  that 
per(>ecuted  and  slandered  country,  which  now  stretches  it- 
self from  the  banlks  of  this  noble  river  to  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi,  rich  in  character,  rich  in  inteleet,  rich  in  the 
glory  of  the  past,  rich  in  all  those  quaKiies  which  make  a 
great  and  a  gallant  people,  will,  in  progress  of  time,  be  laid 
low  in  ruin  and  desolation,  with  only  here  and  there  a  sr  I- 
itary  inhabitant  to  trace  out,  upon  ileserted  tomb-stones» 
those  obliterated  letters  which  tratismit  to  posterity  the 
names  of  our  mighty  dead,  and  theh  tb  shed  over  them  a 
burning  tear. 

Sir,  it  is  the  fiscal  action  of  this  Government,  connected 
with  the  banking  power,  that  has  tended  to  draw  from  ua 
our  substance  for  forty  yean.  It  is  the  vampire  that  haa 
fed  upon  our  life-blood  and  our  vitals,  and  I,  for  one,  am 
not  prepared  to  perpetuate  it,  or  sanction  its  renewal. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  say,  in  opposition  to  this 
bill,  that  is  impracticable,  and  that  the  Government  will 
find  ^great  difficulty  in  getting  along  with  it.  Sir,  that  fur- 
nishes no  objection  in  my  mind.  I  love  a  Government  the 
better  that  moves  with  difiScuky.  Despotisms  only  move 
in  untramelled  power.  Free  Governments  live  and  move 
in  diflicolty.  Collect  your  taxes  with  diflBculty,  and  the 
eonsequence  is  that  you  never  will  find  people  willing  to 
pay  taxes  for  distribution  upon  lawless  and  unconstitution- 
tX  oljects.  No,  sir,  the  diificohy  presents  no  obstacle  to 
the  passage  of  this  measure  to  me.  When  Mr.  Fox  visit- 
ed Paria,  at  the  time  Napoleon  was  in  the  height  and  pride 
of  his  glory,  the  First  Consul  desired  to  know  something 
of  the  operation  of  the  trial  by  jury,  with  a  view  to  intro- 
duce it  into  France.  But  when  Fox  told  him  that  iu  fun- 
damental principle  was  thnt  no  man  could  be  deprived  of 
his  rights  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  and  those 
peers  twelve  of  his  fellow-citizens,  the  First  Consul  imme- 
diately replied  it  would  not  do  for  him,  **  his  Government 
would  find  too  much  difflculty  to  get  along  with  it" 

Mr.  Chairman,  many  may  suppose  that  I  am  unnecea- 
sarily  apprehensive  in  my  fears  as  to  the  connexion  of  the 
banking  system  with  the  power  and  credit  of  this  Govern- 
ment; but,  sir,  I  have  aeen  enough  to  fear  and  dread  it. 
In  1838,  when  the  contest,  as  we  supposed,  was  about  to 
arise  for  the  Tory  existence  of  our  peculiar  rights  and  lib- 
erties, we  felt  its  power.  And,  though  I  shall  forbc»ar  to 
dwell  upon  particulars  now,  yet  \  will  take  occasion  to  saj 
to  those  gentlemen  who  are  deeply  identified  with  that  In- 
stitution— those  gentlemen  who  were  the  bitter  political  op- 
ponents of  the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  what 
was  the  spectacle  th«7  exhibited  1  When  he  a^^ked  for  the 
sword  of  this  Government,  to  be  buried  in  the  vitals  of  our 
people,  they  came  forward  and  gave  it  to  him  freely.  And 
why  1  Because  they  dreaded  a  revulsion  which  would 
shake  the  credit  system,  and  that  institution,  with  ihoae 
who  depended  upon  It,  to  the  deepest  foundation.  Sir,  no 
part  of  this  country,  under  the  infiuence  of  a  bank  of  tha 
United  States,  will  ever  resist  the  encroachments  of  this 
Government,  or  the  Uovemnent  Itself,  however  despotic 
it  rhay  be.  Buch  an  institution,  then,  connected  with  this 
Government  to  control  the  moneyed  power  of  this  count rjr, 
I  confess  I  dread.  I  confess  I  do  look  with  dread  and  ter- 
ror upon  its  influenoea.     Sir,  if  you  waut  to  make  the ' 


1393 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1394 


Oct.  10,  1837.] 


Suh'Trtatury  Bill, 


[H.  Of  R. 


CrorenuiMat  of  IhU  UDion  datpotic,  oreata  a  baDk  of  the 
Uoited  Stateij  and  connect  it  with  the  destiniea  of  this 
Government,  and,  my  life  upon  it,  you  can  never  escape. 

Yob  oan  never  resist  this  Government  in  the  hands  of 
the  moneyed  power  of  the  country,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  the  fairest  portions  of  thn  Union  will  become  tribu- 
tary to  other  and  more  powerful  sections. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  making  these  observations,  I  con- 
fess that  I  will  go. as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  sustain  those 
peculiar  local  institutions  organized  by  the  States  for  their 
benefit,  and  to  carry  on  their  commerce  with  the  dif&rent 
Kciions  of  this  country.  >  If  they  be  properly  organized, 
and  limited  within  proper  hounds^  I  will  go  as  &r  as  any 
man  to  sostatn  them,  and  give  them  vigor,  as  long  as  they 
ict  upon  bona  fide  capitgl,  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
••  well  as  for  their  own  individual  interest :  such  iostitu- 
tioDs  are  essential  to  the  present  sute  of  commerce.  But, 
wbile  I  say  this,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
bsnking  aystem  of  modem- timei^  as  organised  in  different 
eectioDs  of  this  country,  has  any  thing  but  a  tendency  to 
elevate  or  give  liberty  to  man.  £ven  this  very  session  we 
have  heard  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  denounce  the  manner  in  which  things  have 
been  cgadocted  there  as  disgraceful  and  outrageous :  char- 
ters granted,  stocks  distributed  to  political  partisans  for 
political  power  and  ascendency. 

The  minority  there,  ar  in  many  other  sections  of  the 
country,  hava  been  practically  reduced  to  political  vassal- 
^e ;  and  H  is  idle  (o  discuss  or  question  the  fact  that  stock 
oparationa  have  been  organised  with  a  sole  view  to  sus- 
tain political  power,  and  make  the  labor  of  ibe  country 
tributary  to  themselves. 

Now,  air,  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cush- 
ivo,]  not  many  days  ago,  warned  Southern  gentlemen, 
and  dtelared  that  the  <*  progress  of  radicalism  at  the  North 
was  nothing  more  than  the  progress  of  abolitionism."  Sir, 
I  hava  thought  of  this  matter.  I  hava  considered  it  with 
painful  anxiety,  and  i  feel  bound  to  present  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  true  interests  of  this  country.  We  are  a 
peculiar  people,  I  admit.  We  own  nearly  one-half  of  our 
population.  We  hold  them  by  physical  force,  and  the  law 
of  necessity.  I  make  this  frank  and  candid  gvowal.  And 
I  will  here  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  the  connexion 
which  exists  between  the  slave  laborers  and  capitalists  of 
the  Sonth  is  one  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  Northern 
and  Middle  sections  of  this  Union.  We  are  interested  in 
the  hona  fide  profits  of  daily  labor,  for  we  own  not  only 
the  procaeda  of  labor,  but  labor  itself;  and  that  Government 
which  interferes  as  little-  as  possible,  by  any  artificial  ar- 
langements,  with  the  management  or  proceeds  of  labor,  is 
(he  Govarnment  for  us,  because  it  leaves  us  in  undisputed 
and  undivided  control  over  all  profits  of  labor. 

We  aia,  then,  in  fact,  capitalists  standing  in  the  place  of 
labornsy  and  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  laborers. 
There  ia  little  or  no  separation  with  us  of  capitalists  and 
laborers.  They  are,  in  fact,  one  and  the  same.  The  la- 
borers of  the  noo-slaveholdiog  States  are  interested  also  in 
the  hvnafide  (not  spurious  or  doubtful)  profits  of  daily  la* 
bor.  Tbe  struggle  of  their  capitalists  (I  speak  of  pecuni- 
ary interest,  and  it  is  nature)  is  to  divide  those  profits  with 
them.  Hence  they  resort  to  all  the  artificial  modes  known 
to  Government,  by  which  they  are  brought  to  act  with  sys- 
tem and  energy  as  one  man,  through  corporations  of  all 
sorti,  and  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  bankiogiays- 
Um.  You  pretend  to  give  universal  equality  and  equal 
power  to  all ;  and,  if  this  were  practically  carried  into  effect, 
after  society  has  gone  through  an  era  long  enough  to  be 
pressed  down  into  its  natural  classifications,  the  inevitable 
result  would  be  in  a  conflict  that  labor  would  make  capital 
tributaiy,  until  it  would,  in  the  operation,  change  hands. 
To  present  this,  where  you  profess  to  make  all  equal  in 
potitical  power,  you  are  compelled  to  resort  to  those  artifi- 
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cial  combinations  created  by  the  Government,  to  give  you  . 
that  control  which  will  enable  you  to  sustsin  yourselves, 
and  make  your  capital  profitable,  by  the  management  of 
labor  which  your  political  professions  forbid  you  to  own. 
Now,  sir,  when  gentlemen  preach  up,  as  they  have  done 
for  the  last  three  years,  insurrection  to  the.  slaves  of  our 
community,  I  wafn  them  that  their  own  institutions  arc 
not  so  pure  as  they  might  at  first  suppose;  and  that  I  wilt 
preach  up  insurrection  to  the  laborers  of  the  North,  when 
the  tendency  of  things  is  such  as  to  swindle  them  out  of 
their  power,  by  the  fraud,  duplicity,  and  cunning  of  modem 
times. 

As  far  as  mere  pecuniary  interest  is  involved,  the  rela- 
tion of  capital  and  labor  is  the  same  as  that  which  exists 
there,  in  Great  Britain,  and  every  where  else ;  that  is,  just 
to  allow  labor  as  much  as  is  necessary  for  subsistence,  and 
to  take  the  balance  to  divide  among  themselves,  by  all  tbe 
inventions  which  the  fraud  of  Government  can  create. 
This  will  be  finally  the  interest  of  our  Northern  capitalists. 
They  have  no  standing  armies  to  perpetuate  this  state  of 
things,  as  in  other  countries ;  and  the  consequence  i^  that 
though  they  cannot  keep  the  laborers  in  physical  subjec- 
tion, they  are  compelled  to  resort  to  banking  corporations 
and  chartered  institutions.  While  they  pr^icli  to  us  uni- 
versal equality  and  universal  emancipation,  they  them- 
selves are  destined,  if  unreformed,  to  bold  in  tribute  not 
only  the  labor  of  their  own  section,  but  also  of  this  con- 
federacy. ' 

The  two  syMteins  of  subjugation  which  now  divide  the 
world  seem  to  be  a  resort  either  to  fraud  or  force,  by  which 
one-half  of  mankind  may  rule  the  other  half. 

Mr.  Jefferson  proclaimed,  thirty  yeara  ago,  that  the  de- 
mocracy of  the  North  were  our  natuitil  allies,  and  there  was 
profound  philosophy  in  that  declaration.  When  we  con- 
tend for  the  undivided  profits  and  proceeds  of  our  labor,  do 
you  not  see  that  we  stand  precisely  in  the  same  situation 
as  the  laborer  of  the  North  ?  We  are,  to  all  intenti  and 
purposes,  in  the  place  of  laborers.  We  are  the  only  class 
of  capitalists,  as  far  as  pecuniary  interest  is  concerned, 
which,  as  a  class,  are  identified  with  the  laborara  of  the 
country,  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  ever  form  a  bar- 
rier against  breaking  up  the  laws  and  foundations  of  so« 
ciety.  I  know  this  is  a  proposition  which  will  strike  soma 
men  with  astonishment,  and  I  know,  too,  that  I  utter 
words  which  bum.  But  I  know,  sir,  it  is  Uia  troth ;  a|id, 
when  these  gentlemen  expect  to  preach  up  Insurrection  and 
rebellion  to  the  slaves  of  our  country,  I  will  preach  back  to 
them  the  same  doctrine,  by  proclaiming  universal  equality, 
universal  privileges,  a  universal  right  to  Northern  laborers 
to  be  redeemed  from  the  fraud,  duplicity,  and  cunning  by 
which  they  are  destined  to  be  made  tribuury  to  those  who 
wield  capital,  connected  with  political  power.  The  whole 
banking  system  there  is  a  political  substitute  for  the  stand- 
ing armies  of  Burope,  without  which  the  capitaUsts  of  the 
North  would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a  loss  of  power. 

Sir,  these  are  my  sentiments,  and  I  believe  that,  as  far 
as  our  people  are  concerned,  we  are  not  compelled  to  resort 
to  thoee  artificial  institutions  of  society  by  which  non^slave- 
holding  regions  seek  ti>  delude  and  deceive  their  victims. 
No,  sir,  we  avow  to  the  world  that  we  own  our  black  pop- 
ulation, and  will  maintain  that  ownerehip,  if  needs  be,  to 
the  last  extremity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  maintaining  these  peculiar  sentiments, 
and  in  proclaiming  the  peculiar  identity  of  interest  existing 
between  the  capluUsts  of  the  slaveholding  region  and  the 
democracy  of  the  North,  I  am  aware  that  I  come  under  de- 
nunciation, and  am  liable  to  the  charge,  from  certain-  quar- 
ters,  of  being  a  <*locofoco."  For  maintaining  my  own 
rights  and  interests,  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  those  I 
represent,  I  may  be  called  a  **locofoco ;"  but  this  name 
shall  never  terrify  or  defer  me,  when  the  question  arises, 
from  maintaining  the  interests  of  those  with  whom  I  ex- 
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pect  to  livo  and  hope  to  die.  And,  air,  when  gentlemen 
tell  me  these  things,  I  tell  them  I  proclaim  the  doctrincB  of 
Jctlerson,  that  the  democracy  of  the  North  are  the  i\ptural 
allies  of  the  South  ;  and  this  arises  from  peculiar  interests, 
which  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  sacrifice  on  this  floor. 
**Locofoco!"  Gcntlomen  seem  to  misc  up  that  name  as 
a  ghost  to  create  terror  and  alarm.  The  progress  and  ten- 
dency of  things  to  be  carried  away  by  prejudices  and  party 
feelings  arc  monstroua.  Why,  sir,  it  was  but  the  other 
night,  that,  while  holding  a  portrait  of  John  Milton  in  my 
hand,  a  very  estimable  friend  of  mine  looked  at  it,  sneer- 
ingly,  and  denounced  him  as  a  **  locofoco !"  John  MiU 
ton  a  locofoco !  And  pray,  sir,  who  was  ho  but  a  man, 
the  grandeur  of  whose  soul,  and  the  splendor  of  whose  ge- 
nius, breathed  not  only  inspiration  into  poetry,  but  threw 
a  halo  of  glory  over  those  burning  pages  which  he  devoted 
to  English  liberty  1  8ir,  it  is  nature  for  those  small  birds 
^  that  hop  from  .branch  to  branch  in  the  shrubs  of  the  forest 
to  gaze  with  envy  and  hatred  upon  the  noble  eagle  as  he 
soars  aloft  in  the  sunbeams  of  heaven,  whose  brow  defies 
even  the  concentrated  fury  of  the  elements,  and  whose  eye 
scans  in  acorn  the  earth  beneath  him.  If  John  Milton  was 
a  **  locofoco,*'  then  I^  too,  glory  in  catching,  if  I  can,  one 
live  coal  from  oiT  that  altar  which  be  hallowed  and  conse- 
crated to  tho  everUsting  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  if  I  maintain  the  universal  freedom  of  the  white  race, 
and  tho  Inalienable  rights  of  man,  shall  I  be  deterred  from 
my  position  by  the  contemptible  name  of  **  locofoco  1" 
The  scribbling  writers  of  the  day  may  call  me  what  they 
please ;  their  denunciations  have  no  terrors.  I  scorn  and 
despise  them. 

'  Perhaps,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  sentiments  I  am  about 
t4>  utter,  I  may  be  considered  as  behind  the  ago,  and  they 
will  bo  regarded  as  very  singular,  if  not  unpalatable,  by 
gentlemen  ra  sed  from  their  infancy  in  large  cities,  or  un- 
der the  controlling  influence  of  newspaper  essays.  But 
my  excuse  for  entertaining  them  is,  that  the  people  among 
whom  I  was  educated  and  trained  up  am  also  peculiar,  in 
thvir  habits  and  their  institutions,  and  partake  more  of  the 
impress  of  antiquity  than  of  modem  improvements.  And 
I  confesfe  to  you,  sir,  that  f  feel  for  them  a  lingering  aflec- 
tion  and  attachment,  because  they  were  the  customs  and 
the  habits  of  those  ancestors  who  have  given  to  us  all  that 
we  inherit  in  virtue  and  freedom.  I  do  not  believe  much 
in  \he  great  blessings  of  your  modern  forms  of  society,  and 
the  great  *' improvements  of  the  age.''  I  do  not  believe 
tbcintellectual  and  moral  endowments  of  man  have  been 
advanced  or  elevated  of  recent  years.  8ir,  I  adXiire  the 
people  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  bequeathed  and  trans- 
mitted examples  worthy  of  our  admiration.  It  is  true  we 
have  more  wealth,  more  enterprise,  more  speculation,  and 
more  of  the  gaudy  show  and  pomp,  and  temptations  of 
commerce  and  luxury  ;  but,  as  fhr  as  the  heart  is  concern- 
ed, as  far  as  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are  concerned, 
I  do  not  believe  man  has  advanced  for  the  last  ten  years. 
No,  sir.  it  may  be  from  my  peculiar  situation  that  I*  en- 
tertain these  sentiments.  You  have  drawn  together  the 
world ;  you  have  made  your  splendid  works  of  improve- 
ment, by  which  contenteil  and  remoter  parts  of  society  have 
been  drawn  under  the  temptations  and  vicissitudes  of  spec- 
ulation; ydu  have  your  credit  and  banking  system,  by 
which  all  Christendom  hasl^iien  concentrated  into  one  con- 
solidated living  mass,  andfwe  have  been  brought  by  that 
system  to  bow  in  subjection  before  the  banks  and  bankers 
of  London  and  Wall  street ;  and  we  look  with  more  inter- 
est and  admiration  upon  the  movements  of  Shylocks,  ga- 
thered togethes  in  tbe  exchanges  of  commercial  cities,  than 
we  do  to  those  noble  pages  of  history  which  transmit  to  us 
the  glory  of  arms  or  oratory. 

Our  people  are  consumed  with  avarice,  do4fp,  absorbing^ 
unfeeling,  mean  avarice.  Yes,  sir,  selfishness,  hyiKKrrisy, 
fraud,  and  cunning,  seem  to  roe  to  be  the  great  character- 


utics  of  modem  times,  instead  of  that  lofty  heroism,  that 
devoted  valor,  that  burning  patriotism,  which  characterized 
former  and  better  days.  True,  sir,  we  develop  more  phy- 
sical resources ;  but  is  there  more  sentiment,  more  virtue, 
more  honesty  T  What  is  it  that  constitutes  a  great  peo- 
ple ?  Is  it  power — ^is  it  wealth — is  it  numbers  !  ffo,  sir. 
It  is  virtue — valor--devoted  patriotism— arms— eloquence, 
and  letters.  These  are  qualities  that  have  covered  others 
with  immortality,  and  kindle  in  the  heart  of  man  all  that 
is  noble  and  spirit-stirring. 

All  society  seems  noW  to  receive  its  hue  and  cast  from 
those  who  hold  the  moneyed  power  of  tbe  world.  Even 
our  interior  villages,  painted  as  they  are,  and  dreseed  up 
in  all  their  show,  receive  in  submission  their  fashions  from 
the  dandies  of  Broadway,  and  kneel  in  reverence  before 
the  molten  images  that  idolaters  raise  up  for  worship  in 
Wall  street  and  London.  The  tendency  of  all  these  things 
is  to  constitute  society  into  one  living  mass ;  and  I  war 
against  it  because,  if  it  succeed,  my  peculiar  section,  and 
(he  peculiar  institufions  existing  in  it,  will  be  overwhelmed. 
In  reference,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  details  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  I  will  only  say  that  upon  that  point  I 
have  my  own  peculiar  notions.  But  the  bill  asserts  a  great 
principle  for  which  I  contend — the  principle  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  identified  with  the  liberties  of  this  country.  I 
will  go  for  it,  and  hold  the  administration  responailile  for 
its  details.  I  do  not  dioose  to  propose  any  amendment  in 
those  details,  for  if  it  be  bunglingly  or  injudiciously  «r» 
ranged  I  will  not  be  held  responsible.  I  go  for  it,  sir,  tie- 
cause  it  asserts  those  principles  which'belong  to  the  consti- 
tution of  my  country  \  but  I  leave  the  details  to  the  admin«- 
istratiun  to  execute,  aud  I  shall  hold  them  responsible  lor 
it.  I  go  for  that  great  leading  feature  which  separates  this 
Government  from  all  connexion  whatever  With  State  banks, 
or  any  great  money  institution  here.  I  am  for  it,  because 
I  have  seen  the  fatal  consequences  upon  the*  Governmeut 
and  banks  themselves. 

Sir,  wo  have  had  these  institutions,  as  I  said  before,  en- 
tering directly  and  indirectly  into  the  political  canvass  of 
the  day,  dispensing  power,  and  controlling,  as  I  belicfve,  to 
a  great  extent,  the  elective  franchise ;  and  we  have  seen 
the  results,  and  have  heard  the  shouts  of  triumph  raised 
around  tlie  funeral  pile  here  upon  which  the  constitution 
was  placed,  and  a  fiendish  joy  seemed  to  light  the  counte- 
nances of  hundreds,  even  wUle  the  smoke  thereof  rose  as 
a  sweet  incense  to  that  popular  idol  which  we  were  all 
called  upon  to  kneel  down  aud  worship  before,  as  the  only 
true  and  living  image  of  democracy.  And  am  I  now  to 
put  this  Government  in  the  same  position  again  1  Let 
gentlemen  beware  how  they  unite  the  political  with  the 
banking  power  again.  Have  we  not  seen  ehongh  to  give 
us  lessons  of  wisdom  in  the  dreadful  consequences  that 
have  resulted  from  warring  upon  the  institutions  of  the 
country  ?  And,  sir.  In  this  conflict,  who  have  been  the 
greatest  sufierenn?  The  industry  of  tbe  country — men 
who  have  vested  their  all  in  the  enterprise  of  the  day,  and 
who  have  been  IcA  to  the  mercy  of  contending  foes.  It  is 
to  separate  these,  and  tO  avoid  this  result  in  future,  that  I 
am  for  this  bill ;  for  who  can  look  at  the  future,  and  not 
see  how  some  bold  and  designing  demagogue  may  desire  to 
rise  into  power,  and  contend  for  political  influence,  by 
calling  up  the  basest  passions  and  prejudices  against  any 
institution  which  you  may  deem  to  be  stable  and  fixed  ? 
He  may  wage  a  war  of  extermination,  and  may  ride  over 
the  laws  of  his  country.  I  desire  no  such  conflict,  in  which 
the  honesty,  the  industry,  and  the  enterprise  of  all  will  be 
left  to  the  mercy  of  factions  contending  for  power  over  an 
institution  in  which  the  destinies  of  this  country,  through 
its  currency,  are  to  lie  placed.  And  if  such  a  contest  shouhl 
come,  I  could  not  with  any  heart  sustain  an  institution 
which  I  believe  to  be  against  the  constitution  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  my  friend  (and  I  use  the  term  in  no  idle 
manner)  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wibb]  the  other  day  warned 
me  that  on  this  measure  I  should  tie  <■  left  in  the  lurch." 
Sir,  on  a  question  of  this  kind,  ai&cting  the  liberties  of  my 
eonntry,  I  never  stop  to  inquire  whether  I  shall  be  *'  left  in 
tbslun:h".or  not«  I  nerer  stop  to  inquire  who  may  be 
with  DM,  or  who  may  be  against  me,  on  a  question  of  that 
character.  A  U  I  ask  myself  is,  is  it  a  constitutional  propo- 
lition,  and  if  it  be  right  and  correct  to  maintain  it  1  I  never 
atop  to  inquire  who  is  with  me  or  who  is  against  me.  The 
mere  triumphs  of  party  I  disregard.  I  throw  aside  party 
eoBsiderationa  where  a  great  question  is  concerned,  in  which 
die  liberties  and  destinies  of  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
nent  are  inTolved.  On  such  a  question,  sir,  f  subscribe 
to  no  party  creed.  Let  me  also  say  to  those  gentlemen 
who  suppose  that  the  tide  of  popularity  upon  which  they 
are  now  floating  is  forever  to  set  in  one  direction,  that  they 
win  find  the  future  full  of  bitterness  and  disappointment. 

Let  them  not  labor  under  the  fatal  delusion  that  the  let- 
ter writers  an^h  newspapers  of  the  day  are  to  create  that 
popularity  which  is  to  endure  through  time.  Let  them 
rather  look  to  that  deep-settled,  abiding  opinion,  which  is 
to  oome  back  to  us  from  the  enlightened  and  reflecting 
fireemen  of  thia  country— come  back  to  us  upon  the  set- 
tled conviction  of  what  is  true,  of  what  is  constitutional, 
of  what  is  ftir  the  good  of  the  Government  and  the  people. 

Let  us  all  look  to  that  deep  and  filed  public  opinion, 
formed  upon  enlightened  conviction  and  sound  discretion. 
Allow  me  now  to  say,s  in  the  npble  language  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  tkat  those  who  have  foregone  that  pleasing  ad- 
fiser,  tod  given  op  their  minds  to  be  the  slave  of  every 
popular  impulae,  I  sincerely  pity.  .  I  pity  them  still  more  if 
their  vanity  leads  them  to  mistake  the  shouts  of  a  mob  for 
the  trumpet  of  fame.  Experience  mjght  inform  them  that 
Biany  who  bave  received  the  huzzas'  of  a  crowd  one  day 
have  beeu  visited  with  its  execrations  the  next.  And  many 
who,  by  the  popolarity  of  the  times,  have  been  held  up  as 
spotless  patriots,  have  nevertheless  appeared  upon  the  hi» 
torian's  page,  where  truth  has  triumphed  over  delusion,  the 

When  Mr.  Pickeks  had  concluded, 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  he  would  ofiisr  an 
sflMndment  to  the  bill  under  debate,  when  its  friends  had 
put  it  ioto  the  shape  in  which  they  wished  it  to  pass. 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG  said  that  be  did  not  mean  to  of- 
fer any  amendments  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  GARLAND  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  another 
bill,  (heretofore  indicated  by  him,^  which  he  sent  to  the 
Chair. 

The  amendment  being  read,  Mr.  Gaulak n  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  address  the  committee  at  the  present  time  on 
kis  proposition,  but  would  do  so,  unless  some  other  gentle- 
man wished  to  precede  him. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  had  not  risen  to  debate  this  bill.  He 
would  suggest  that  the  committee  take  up  the  merchants' 
booda  bill,,  laying  that  now  before  them  aside  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  assented  to  this  arrangement,  and 
moved  to  take  up  Senate  l»ll  No.  8,  being  that  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Fkilupb. 

Tbie  pfopoeition  was  sustained  by  the  committee,  by  a 
vote  of  88  to  54. 

DirnES  ON  MERCHANTS*  BONDS. 

Mr.  CAMBREIiENG  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  second  section  thereof,  which  was  as  fol- 
bwar 

*«8cc<  S.  And  he  a  further  machdt  That  the  additional 
cradit  of  nine  months,  granted  by  the  first  section  of  this 
set.  upon  outstanding  duty  bonds,  shall  be  upon  the  same 
terma  and  conditions  granted  upon  all  bonds  for  duties 


which  may  be  given  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven." 

The  committer,  having  adopted  this  amendment,  lose 
and  reported  the  bill,  thus  amended,  to  the  Huusc  ;  and  the 
question  arising  as  to  the  concurrence  of  tho  House  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  proposed  amendment, 

Mr.  TITUS  addressed  the  House  in  opposition  to  the 
same,  and  had  proceeded  but  a  little  way,  when 

The  House  took  a  recess  till  4 'o'clock. 

ErsNiiro  Sxssiox. 

The  House  met  alter  recess.  Very  few  members  beiug 
in  their  seats,  there  was  a  rail  of  the  House ;  which,  having 
proceeded  for  some  time,  was  suspended. 
.  The  question  still  being  on  the  following  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  from  tho 
Senate,  further  to  defer  the  payment  of  duty  bonds,  viz: 

••See.  8.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  a  credit  of 
three  and  six  months  shall  be  allowed  on  t^e  doty  on  all 
merchandise  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be  imported  on  . 
or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  upon  which  the. 
duties  are  payable  in  cash,  and  that  the  bonds  recei^-ed  for 
such  duties  shall  bepayable  in  equal  instalments,  liearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annam,  and  shall  be 
in  the  form  und  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  existing 
laws  and  by  this  act." 

Mr.  TITUS  said  he  had  hoped  that  some  of  the  honor- 
able members  of  this  House,  whose  character  and  talents 
would  have  given  weight  to  their  opinions,  would  have 
thought  proper  to  address  the  House  upon  the  bill  before  it. 
He  waa .aware  that  views  similar  to  his  own  were  entertain- 
ed by  very  many  upon  this  floor,  but  the  disposition  gener- 
ally manifested,  seemed  to  render  hopeless  any  opposition 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Viewing  it,  however,  aa 
he  did,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  discussion,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  give,  very  briefiy,  his  objections  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  grants  an  extension  in  the 
time  of  payment  on  all  revenue  bqnds  of  nine  months.  To 
that  he  had  no  objection.  The  condition  of  the  times /Un- 
questionably requires  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  will  render 
the  payment  ultimately  more  certain,  audit  may,  moreover, 
tend  in  some  degree  to  relieve  those  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  importing  interest.  Still,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  only  just  and  tehable  ground  upon  which  an  ex- 
tension could  be  granted,  waa  the  additional  safety  attained 
by  that  extension. 

But  neither  the  second  section  of  the  bill  nor  the  amend- 
ment offered,  can  be  entertained  upon  the  principle  of  in- 
creased security,  or  of  relief  to  any  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, except  the  merchants.  Thero  is  no  indebtedness  to 
the  Government  that  the  amendment  proposes  to  secure ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  releases  in  these  days  of  non-payment, 
from  the  custody  of  the  Government,  the  merchandise  held 
in  security  for  cash  duties,  and  proposes  the  substitution  of 
a  lengthened  credit  upon  bonds,  subject  of  course  to  the 
contingencies  of  the  times. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  portion  of  the  bill,  as  well  in  re- 
gard to  iu  practical  effect,  as  to  iu  violating  a  settled  prin- 
ciple of  existing  laws.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
laws  in  relation  to  revenue  were  proper  and  just ;  they  had 
been  a  aubject  of  exciting  interest  and  profound  discussioa 
during  a  long  period,  and  were  finally  settled  in  the  spirit 
'  of  compromise  amid  the  convulsions  of  the  nation.  Were 
they  to  be  lightly  disturbed  1  Were  they  to  be  approached 
without  great  and  apparent  causes  1  However  unimport- 
ant in  that  point  of  view  the  present  proposition  might  ap- 
pear to  the  House,  it  acted  forcibly  upon  bis  mind.  It 
was  well  known  to  thb  House  and  to  the  nation,  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
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Mean?,  with  its  present  chainnan  at  its  head,  introduced  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  imports.  It  bore  in  that  char- 
acter too  unfavorable  an  aspect  to  meet  support,  and  was 
abandoned. 

The  subject  is  now  approached  with  more  caution,  and 
we  are  only  presented  with  the  first  step  by  which  the  lad- 
der is  to  be  mounted  ;  another  is  about  being  introduced, 
which,  if  accepted,  will  scatter  to  the  winds  whatever  of 
protection,  if  protection  it  can  be  ealled,  that  the  producing 
classes  now  receive. 

The  proposition,  then,  being  to  that  effect,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  approach 
the  subject  directly  ;  that  they  should  toe  the  mark,  and  in- 
troduce a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  imports. 
It^  object  would  then  be  understood,  and  the  honorable 
members  of  this  House  would  act  advisedly. 

I'he  practical  opeftetion  of  this  bill  will  be  to  increase, 
and  throw  into  market,  the  already  excessive  importations 
of  goods,  psying,  by  existing  laws,  cash  duties.  The 
means  obtained  by  the  bounty  of  Government  will  furnish 
forth  new  importations ;  and  none  can  act  with  such  dele- 
terioQs  effect  upon  the  labor  and  interests  of  the  producing 
classes  «s  those  of  this  character ;  and  an  acquieecenee  in 
the  demand  of  the  commercial  interest  yrill  fail  with  pecu- 
liar hardship  upon  that  extensive  class  of  the  people.  They 
sttfier  not  only  in  common  with  all  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, but,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  they,,  in  effect, 
are  required  to  fumis^  forth  the  means  to  enable  the  im- 
porters) by  further  unnecessary  importations,  still  more  to 
injure  and  depress  them. 

Gentlemen  are  aware  that  merchandise  paying  caah  du- 
ties, as  embraced  in  this  bill,  consists  of  wool,  woollen 
goods,  and  goods  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part.  We 
have  been  told  in  this  hall  that  our  manufactories  are  gen- 
erally suspended  in  their  business;  that  thousands  of  our 
citizens  connected  with  them  are  out  of  employment,  and 
are  in  a  condition  of  want  and  sufl'ering ;  and  it  is  well 
known  by  those  conversant  in  such  matters  that  the  price 
of  goods  of  this  description  is  depressed  beyond  all  former 
precedent.  The  quantity  on  hand  of  this  kind  of  goods, 
foreign  and  domestic,  is  immense;  and  the  amount  of  wool 
in  the  warehouses,  and  remaining  yet  in  the  hands  of  the 
producers,  scattered  over  the  northern  half  of  the  Union, 
cannot  be  less  in  value  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

Does  not  this  Ptate  of  things  exhibit  embarrassment  and 
distress  to  an  extent  that  does  not  require  legislative  enact- 
ments to  increase  it  1  Shall  the  command — he  believed 
the  term  was  not  inappropriate-— of  the  commercial  interest 
add  to  the  general  cajamity,  by  screening  themselves  from 
the  effects  of  their  own  imprudence,  and  throwing  it  with 
appalling  force  upon  the  great  mass  of  the  producing  class- 
es, whom  that  imprudence  has  already  so  severely  injured  ?. 
It  is  true  that  those  classes  are  not  asking  for  relief;  they 
disdjdn  to  prefer  the  mendicant's  prayer ;  bat,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  they  pall  off 
their  coats,  roll  up  their  sleeves,  and  go  to  work. 

He  had  said  that  the  distresses  of  the  pe<iple  were  prin-» 
cipally  caused  by  the  imprudence  of  the  commercial  inter- 
est. It  was  generally  conceded  that  they  bad  proceeded 
mainly  from  over-trading ;  but,  to  his  mind,  a  proper  dis- 
tinction bad  not  been  taken  as  regards  the  kind  or  char- 
acter of  over-trading,  ((o  far  as  the  individual  concerned 
is  aflected,  no  distinction  exists ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  however  severe  the  revulsions  in  business  may 
at  any  time  be  among  a  great  people,  a  vast  majority  of 
individuals  are  not  materially  affected  by  it— »a  vast  majority 
do  not  incur  liabilities  that  create  cmltarrassment.  Hence, 
when  the  balance  of  trade  is  not  against  us  with  foreign 
nations,  oir  immense  domestic  operations  are  not  impeded ; 
and,  although  in  their  excesses  individuals  will  suffer,  cap- 
ital is  not  diverted  from  its  accusthmed  channels;  it  merely 
changes  hands  withm  a  circle  over  which  it  iM  not  required 


to  pass.  A  brief  view  of  our  own  condition  will  establish 
that  position.  Our  domestic  operations,  including  current 
buFiness  and  general  indebtedness,  reach  to  an  amount  of 
which  it  is  di£Rcult  even  to  form  an  opinion.  We  have 
no  data  to  direct  us  but  what  is  derived  from  our  own 
knowledge  of  Indebtedness  to  banks,  but  he  thought  he  waa 
more  likely  to  be  below  than  above  the  mark  in  placing  it 
at  two  thousand  millions  per  annum. 

This  immense  busiiiess  had  at  all  times  been  transacted 
without  difBcuky,  when  balances  abroad  had  not  piassed 
too  heavily  upon  us.  No  revulsions  under  such  circum- 
stances  had  taken  place,  and  all  the  efforts  tothat-end  that 
were  mads  by  politicians  and  others,  in  1834,  were  abort- 
ive. No  efforts  could  have  been  more  animated,  nor  means 
laore  powerful  applied,  to  create  confusion  and  produe* 
disaster;  but  the  energy  and  resources  of  the  people,  not 
being  crippled  by  foreign  demandtf^  the  payment  of  which 
required  the  basis  of  our  paper  currency,  bore  up  triumph- 
antly and  successfully  against  the  storm.  In  illustration  of 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  would  adduce  a  remark  of  an 
English  statesman  in  comparing  the  relative  condition  of 
England  and  the  United  Stales  in  the  present  crisis.  Ha 
said  that  the  former,  with  a  national  debt  of  Mght  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  steriing,  and  an  annual' taxi  of  fifty  mil- 
lions sterling  upon  the  people,  was  prosperous  and  unem- 
barrassed, and  iu  industry  and  trade  not  materially  affect- 
ed ;  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  th«  Government  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  surplus  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the 
people  comparatively  wo  taxes  to  pay,  yet  the  Government 
and  the  people  were  alike  bankrupt.  Without  literally 
adopting  these  positions,  they  nevertheless  went  clearly  to 
elucidate  to  his  mind  the  effects  of  the  commerdsl  action 
of  the  two  countries.  England  has  no  balances  against 
her,  and  hence  the  comparatively  partial  evil  she  experien- 
ces ;  whilst  the  balance  against  us  required,  in  ito  liquida- 
tion, the  c«>in  of  the  country— the  basis  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency. The  step  taken  was  inevitable.  The  basis  of  oor 
currency  would  have  been  swept  from  the  country  but  fur 
the  proper  and  justifiable  course  of  those  who  held  it  in 
possession.  Had  England  received  her  dues,  she  would, 
of  course,  not  have  felt  the  blow ;  buf  had  we  promptly 
paid  our  debts  we  should  have  been  ruined.- 

In  establishing  the  position  that  the  present  state  of 
things  has  been  produced  principally  by  uver-trading,  tbo 
condition  of  England  has  been  assimilated  to  ours,  and  her 
embarrassments  ascribed  to  the  same  causes.  In  his  judg- 
ment, however,  there  was  a  material,  a  railioal  ditfeience: 
our  over-trading  consisted  in  buying  too  much,  in  buying 
more  than  we  can  pay  for,  of  foreign  countries.  The  over- 
trading of  England,  on  the  contrary,  consists  in  selling 
more  than  she  can  obtain  pay  for,  and  the  loaera  only  feel 
the  effect,  without  its  pervading  all  branches  of  busineas. 
Our  over- trading  abroad,  as  before  remarked,  in  creating 
balances  against  us,  affects,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  all 
classes  of  community  by  its  operation  on  the  currency.  He 
hazarded  little  in  sayin?  that  excessive  importations  had 
been  the  forerunner  of  all  the  severe  revulsions  we  badlfcit 
for  the  last  twenty  yean.  That  of  1619  must  be  familiar 
to  most  of  the  members  of  this  House,'  and  he  thought  no 
individual  could  donbt  ^U  cause.  It  operated  with  extrpme 
severity ;  and,  however  great  may  be  the  embarrassment 
and  soffin-ing  of  the  commercial  intereat  at  the  preseiit 
time,  the  general  distress  at  that  ))eriod  was  incompmraMy 
greater  than  it  now  is.  Out  numerous  manufacturing 
establishments,  with  scarely  a  single  exception,  were 
overwhelmed  in  irretrievable  ruin.  Thousands  of  farms 
changed  proprietors,  and  those  who  but  yesterday  thoogtit 
themselves  secure  in  a  certain,  though  perhaps  humble~tn- 
dependence,  were  on  the  morrow  tenaiita  of  their  former 
freeholds.  And  it  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark  that 
they  asked  not,  received  not,  any  of  the  bounties  of  G^ot- 
ammant. 
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He  had  no  doubt  of  the  exietenoe  of  the  dilBcnltiee  com- 
plained  of  by  the  commereial  intereBt.  Publte  fame,  as 
well  M  the  docamenta  before  us  on  that  subject,  eetabiisb 
that  fact ;  and  he  should  hope,  for  the  honor  of  humanityy 
thai  that  distress  m'aat  be  deep  indeed,  that  could  bring  be- 
fore U4»  begging  alms,  that  class  of  our  cHizens  who,  in 
their  own  eetimation,  and,  as  it  would  appear,  in  the^esti- 
matioD  of  this  House,  were  first  m  importanoe  as  they 
were  in  wealth. 

He  tmated  the  provisiene  of  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
would  afford  them  great  relief;  at  all  events,  it  was  their 
pioponioD  of  the  bounties  of  Government.  He  odnsidcred 
the  eeoond  section^  as  well  as  the  iunendment  offered,  went 
to  increaae,  by  the  aid  of  the  Government,  an  evil  which 
bad,  to  a  great  extent,  been  checked  by  its  own  excesses. 
Importatinns,  embraced  in  the  amendmenti  being  principal* 
ly  from  the  west  of  Europe,  had  in  general  lieen  ordered 
rince  the  coramencemedt  of  the  preeent  embarrassments. 
The  importers  were  consequently  aware  of  their  inability, 
if  that  inability  exists,  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  revenue  laws.  If,  then,  they  have  knowingly  and  pur« 
posely  plunged  in  beyond  their  depth,  they  should  be  left, 
as  the  great  mass  of  their  fellow  citizens  are,  to  get  oat  of 
their  difficulties,  without  the  special  bounties  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  would  ssy  no  oiore  except  to  express  the  hope, 
though  apparently  a  vain  one,  that  those  who  had  contrib- 
uted lo  th^  establishment  of  the  present  reveaoe  laws, would 
fcel  and  see  the  propriety  of  rendering  them  permanent. 

Mr.  EVERE'lT  inquired  of  Mr.  I JAXBaRi.Kiro  whether 
the  amendment  was  intended  to  cover  goods  now  in  the 
custom-house,  as  well  as  those  which  should  be  bonded 
between  now  and  the  iKt  of  November! 

Mr.  CA.MBAELENG  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  E.  then  said  there  whs  one  view  in  which  the  bill 
would  opeiate  rather  favorably  to  the  manufacturers.  The 
merchants  woald  be  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  either 
ielling  their  goods  at  auction,  or  reshipping  ihem ;  and  no 
doubt  many  would  prefer  to  resbip,  which  would  operate 
favorably  to  our  own  manufacturers.  He  was  in  fbvor  of 
the  amendment  as  being,  in  this  view,  preferable  to  the 
original  bid. 

Mr.  GAMBRELBNG  msde  a  verbal  modification  of  the 
amendment,  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  its  applying  to  goods 
now  in  store:  instead  of  « shall  be*'  imported,  to  insevt 
**  shall  have  been,  or  may  be '"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MENEPEE,  after  a  few  remarks,  not  heard  by  the 
reporter,  moved  to  amend  the  committee's  amendment  by 
adding  the  following  proviso : 

*■  Ptomded^  further^  That  all  others  in  anywise  in- 
debted to  ttie  United  8tates,  except  for  puMie  moneys  re- 
ceived, shall  be  eutitled  to  the  'benefits  of  this  act  on  the 
lenns  and  conditions  hereinbefore  prescribed.*' 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A0AMS  moved  the  reference  of  the  bilPto  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  This  motion  he  made,  al- 
though himself  personally  rather  favorable  to  the  bill,  from 
a  sense  of  duty  as  chairman  of  that  committee  which  was 
charged  with  the  guardianship  of  the  manufacturing  interest. 

The  i^otion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  following  be 
aMed  as  a  new  aection  to  the  bill : 

•<  And  he  it  further  enacted,  7'hat  a1(  persons  indebted 
OB  such  extended  bonds  may  pay  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof.** 

Mr.  D.  supported  the  amendment  by  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length,  in  which  he  insisted  on  the  justice  and  good 
polii-y  of  such  a  measure. 

Afber  some  explanations  between  him  and  Mr.  Cax- 
aaR&Kire,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
sill,  and  on  ordering  it  t6  a  third  reading,  it  was  carried 
without  a  count :  whereupon  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
ai  amended,  and  passed. 


CLAIMS  UPON  DBPOSITB  BANKS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine, 
in  the  chair, )  and  look  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ad- 
just the  remaining  claims  against  the  late  deposite  banks. 

The  bill  having  been  read- 
Mr.  RICE  GARLAND,  of  Louiriana,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  all  the  bill  af^er  the  enacting  clause  and 
inserting  a  substitute,  the  object  of  which  is  to  extend  the 
proposed  indulgence  to  the  banks  from  three,  six,  and 
nine  months  to  nine,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months. 

'After  a  brief  explanation  of  the  points  in  which  his 
amendment  difiered  from  the  Senate's  bill,  he  proposed  to 
fill  the  blank  by  inserting  the  word  **  five,"  so  as  to  read 
"five  per  cent." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  went  into  a  atatement  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  banks  of  Louisiana,  whence  he  argued  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  granting  them  further  time ;  but,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  he  contended 
that  they  ought  to  be  relieved  from  all  payment  of  interest. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Alabama,  said,  as  one  of  the  late  depos- 
ite banks  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  undec 
consideration  was  Mtuated  in  the  district  he  represented, 
he  would  explain  the  transactions  betweeri  tfa^t  bank  and 
the  Government,  by  way  of  showing  that  the  indulgence 
proposed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Gaulaito]  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile, 
bad,  since  it  was  made  a  depository  of  the  public  money, 
less  than  four  years  agii,  received  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
sury upwards  of  seven  millions  of  doHars,  and  had,  with- 
out exfiense  or  loss  to  the  Government,  faithfully  disbursed 
and  paid  over  this  large  sum,  with  the  exception  of  a  bal- 
ance of  about  nine  hundred  thausand  doHars,  the  amount 
now  due  from  the  bank.  More  than  three  millions  of  the 
sum  received  on  deposite  at  Mob.le  had,  as  Mr.  Lroir  was 
informed,  been  transferred  by  the  bank  to  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  cities,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, when  funds  at  the  North  were,  in  Mobile,  worth 
from  1  to  3  per  cent,  more  than  par.  The  bank,  he  said, 
had  made,  as  it  was  supposed,  ample  provision  to  trans- 
fer the  balance  due  the  Government  to  the  North,  where 
it  was  understood  payment  of  the  amount  would  be  pre- 
ferred by  the  Treasury  Department.  They  had  purchased 
exchange  on  New  York  and  Liverpool  to  a  large  amount, 
drawn  upon  the  authority  of  letters  of  credit  suppoised  to 
be  perfectly  good,  and  drawn,  too,  in  execution  of  orders 
for  the  purchase  of  cotton.  A  very  large  amount  of  these 
bills,  upwards  of  three  millions,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
had  been-  dishonored  and  returned  to  the  bank,  without 
even  the  payment  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  cotton  ac- 
tually shipped.  The  bank  had  been  compelled  to  look  to 
the  drawers  and  endorsers  pf  these  bills  for  payment,  and 
to  give  time  to  the  parties. 

In  addition  to  the  delay  in  oollecting  the  money,  whtdi 
mqst  necessarily  result  from  such  a  state  of  things,  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  some  loss  would 
ensue  to  the  bank.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
extend  to  the  bank  such  indulgence  as  that  institution 
found  it  necessary  and  proper,  under  the  circumstances- 
stated,  to  allow  to  its  debtors. 

He  said  the  laiiore  of  this  bank  to  pay  punctually  the 
balance  due  the  Government  had  resulted  from  no  want  of 
good  faith  in  its  dealings.  It  might  have  discounted  too 
liberally  upon  the  public  depositee^  and  be  believed  had 
done  so ;  but  the  bank  would,  at  all  times,  have  been 
ready  to  have  discharged  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury,  but 
for  the  sudden  embarrassments  which  had  fallen  upon  the 
whole  country,  and  prevented  the  debtors  of  the  bank  from 
meeting  punctually  their  engagemenui  with  it.  He  had 
before  had  occasion  to  state  to  tbe  House  that  the  amount 
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which  had  accumulated  t»  the  credit  of  the  QoTemment  in 
Mobile  had  not  been  deposited  in  apecie.  The  amount 
was  principally  in  bank  bills,  and  had  accrued  from  the 
sale  of  lands  for  which  the  GoTernment  had  received  what 
be  considered  a  liberal  price— more,  perhaps,  in  maoy  in- 
stances, than  the  same  land,  in  its  unimproved  state, 
would  now  sell  for. 

Mr.  Lto  V  said  he  would  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
House^  a  fact  which,  in  his  judgment,  would  afford  an  ex- 
cuse to  the  bank  at  Mobile,  and,  he  supposed,  to  other  de* 
posite  banks  also,  for  discounting  somewhat  Uberallj  upan 
the  public  deposites. 

The  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  selecting  the  de- 
posite  banks,  had  advised  them  to  afford  increased  facilities 
to  commerce.  He  read  the  following  extract  from  a  cir- 
cular 4asued  by  the  Department  to  the  banks: 

*<  The  deposites  of  the  public  money  will  enable  you  to 
afford  increased  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to  extend  your 
accommodation  to' individuals;  and,  as  the  duties  which 
are  payable  to  the  Qovemment  arise  from  the  buainess  and 
enterprise  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  it  is 
but  reasonable^that  they  should  be  preferred  in  the  addi- 
tional accommodation  which  the  public  deposites  will  en- 
able your  institution  to  give,  whenever  it  can  be  done 
without  injustice  to  the  claims  of  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity." 

The  Bank  of  Mobile  had  (said  Mr.  Ltoh)  afforded  facil- 
ities to  commerce,  and  had  extended  accommodations  to 
persona  engaged  in  foreign  tt ade.  The  directors  could  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  have  j.ustified  a  refusal  to  dis- 
count upon  the  public  deposites  to  persons  in  need  of  bank 
accommodations  and  able  to  secure  the  repayment  of  the 
money.  The  public  deposites  had,  shortly  before  thia 
time,  been  withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  many  persons  engaged  in  business,  who  had  before 
looked  to  the  branches  of  that  institution  for  accommoda- 
tions, had  to  go  elsewhere  for  such  facilities.  This  waa 
no  doubt  the  cause  of  the  advice  given  by  the  Secretary  ; 
and,  situated  as  the  bountiy  was  at  the  time,  no  one  can 
be  surprised  that  the  advice  was  pursued,  even  to  a  liberal 
extent,  by  the  banks.  He  referred  to  these  facts  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  show  that  the  late  deposite  bank  at 
Mobile  had  not  acted  in  bad  faith  in  failing  to  psy  over 
promptly  the  balance  due  from  iL  All  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances, taken  together,  ought,  in  bis  opinion,  (said 
Mr.  L.,)  to  excuse  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  balance 
remaining  due ;  but,  if  required,  interest  on  the  amount 
would  be  paid.  He  thought  the  indulgence  proposed  for 
the  payment  of  the  balance  due  could  not  be  considered 
unreasonable. 

Mr.  Ltov  said  he  felt  less  concern  about  the  banks 
themselves  than  he  did  about  those  who  were  indebted  to 
them.  If  the  banks  were  pressed,  and  early  payment  re- 
quired, th€  injury  would  fall,  not  upon  the  banks,  but  up- 
on the  people.  If  the  Ctovemment  should  resort  to  coer- 
cive measures  against  the  banks,  they  would,  in  turn,  fall 
upon  those  who  owed  them,  and,  in  many  cases,  sacrifices 
of  property  and  ruin  to  individuals  wuuld  be  the  conse- 
quence. He  hoped  the  claims  would  be  divided  into  easy 
instalments.  The  banks  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  pay 
them  punctually,  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  a  corre- 
sponding indulgence  to  their  debtors.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  security  required.  The  Government  had  already 
the  State  for  security  for  the  balance  due  from  the  bank  at 
Mobile. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  tlie  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  clause  in  reference  to  interest 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  of  New  York,  took  the  opposita  side, 
inveighing  against  the  injustice  of  setting  the  banka  free 
from  interest  on  their  debt  to  the  Government,  while  the 
Government  itself,  which  their  non-payment  had  reduced 
to  straito^  was  borrowing  money  at  aiz  per  cent^  (for  the 


Treasury  note  bill  allowed  the  Secretary  to  pay  aa  high  as 
that. )  The  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  relieve  the  banks 
themselves,  which,  as  such,  were  entitled  to  little  indulgence, 
but  to  relieve  the  people  through  them. 

Mr.  LOOMIS  and  Mr.  MAR-C'IN  each  preseatad 
amendments  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  POPE  made  some  remarka  in  reference  to  the 
course  of  trade  in  the  West,  and  the  aeaaon  of  the  year  in 
which  it  would  be  the  easiest  for  the  banks  to  pay ;  and 
suggested  a  modificaticm  which  should  bring  their  term  of 
payment  in  July. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  now  adverting  to  the  noise  and 
confusion  which  prevailed  in  the  House,  and  which  bad 
prevented  him  and  those  in  his  neighborhood  from  hearing 
the  amendment8»  or  the  remarka  by  which  they  had  bean 
advocated,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  prevailed — Ayes  74,  noes  67.  So  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
thAt  motion  ;  they  were  ordered,  and  taken,  and  8t«>od  aa 
follows  :  Yeas  98,  nays  70.     So  the  House  adjourned. 

WKDirZBBAT,  OcTOBEB  11. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  tb* 
morning  hour,  which  was  the  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wise  on  the  lOthof  8ep« 
iember : 

"  Reaokedt  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
the  causes  of  the  delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures 
which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  bd^  tnto 
the  manner  of  its  conduct  and  the  facts  of  its  history  gen- 
erally ;  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  ait  in  the  receaa, 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  aession  of  Congress." 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
resolution,  by  striking  all  out  after  the  word  '<  reaolved»" 
and  insert  the  following : 

«  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  causes  of  the  extrsb- 
ordinary  delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures  which 
have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the  same,  and  all  the  facts 
connected  with  its  history  generally ;  and  that  aaid  ooraniit- 
tee  have  power  to  aend  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howard  to  strike  out  the  words  *<  that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,'*  and  insert  <•  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiain  be  instructed." 

Mr.  McKAY,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  House  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution.  He  opposed  the  raising  of  this  select  com- 
mittee, because  the  same  subject  was  now  under  investiga- 
tion in  various  ways.  It  had  been  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  bad  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  in- 
stitutedf  and  bad  made  a  report  in  part,  and  be  understood 
would  probably  report  in  full  at  the  next  aession  of  Con- 
gress. Besides  this,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  [Mr.  Bkli.]  had  moved  to  have  this  subi* 
ject  referred  to  that  committee*  and  after  a  lengthy*  and  no 
doubt  arduous  investigation,  the  papers  had  been  r^iortod 
back  to  the  House  without  coming  to  any  conclusion  tbeve- 
on.  He  presumed,  however,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  regular  session,  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
would  move  to  have  the  subject  again  referred  to  that  cook— 
mittee,  and  proceed  with  the  investigation.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  see  the  necessity  of  raising  this  select  committee^ 
because  it  was  before  the  President  of  the  United  Btatea, 
who  bad  appointed  commissioners  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Masaacbuietta  [Mr.  AoAxa]  YkmA 
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•dmittecl  that  they  had  performed  their  duty  faithfolly,  so 
far  fls  they  went,  and  laid  before  the  House  information 
which,  to  use  bis  own  expression,  had  made  the  blood  tin- 
gle in  his  veins.  They  will  doubtless  lay  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings before  the  House  al  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
In  relation  to  the  causes  of  delays  and  failures  of  the  cam- 
paigns, it  will  be  recollected  that  an  iQf}uiry  was  instituted 
by  the  President  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  the  oflicerB  en- 
gaged in  the  first  campaign  (Scott,  Gaines,  and  Clinch)  ' 
wete  fiillj  examined,  and  the  court  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  failures  and  delays  of  the  campaigns  were  in  conse- 
^ence  of  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  Uie  tmpregnsbility 
of  the  swamps,  and  the  absence  of  all  knowledge  of  the  to- 
pography of  the  country  by  the  ceinmsnding  generals,  and 
the  difficulty  in  transporting  supplies  for  the  army  from  one 
point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tribunal,  all  the 
caiMs  of  the  fiulures  of  the  campaigns  conducted  by  Generals 
Gaines  and  Scott  were  examined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could 
not  be  deigned  by  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry  in  re-^ 
lation  to  the  conduct  of  the  present  commander  in  Florida, 
(General  Jeeup^)  at  a  time  when  he  was  just  preparing  and 
organiziDg  his  forces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  improper  for  the  House  to  interfere  with  this  cam- 
paign before  there  was  sn  opportunity  of  doing  any  thing 
with  it.  It  would  be  interfering  with  the  legitimate  duties 
of  the  Executive  to. send  an  investigating  committee,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  paper)*,  into  Florida ;  and,  by 
so  doing,  the  whole  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 
approaching  campaign  might  be  set  aside.  Mr.  McK.  next 
referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
{Mr.  Bkli.,]  who  had  stated  that  the  probable  causes  of. 
ftilurea  of  the  campaigns  in  Florida  had  arisen  from  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army 
in  Florida.  He  admitted  that  there  might  be  spme  justice 
in  this  remark,  but  said  Ihe  subject  had  already  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Teferred  to  an  order  issued  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  officers  of  the  army  on  detsched  service  to  join  their 
regtraents  and  companfeft,  in  which  order  the  President  had 
said  that  this  state  of  things  must  no  longer  exist.  If  shy 
notice  wss  to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
House,  it  was  the  legitimate  business  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affaira  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  take  the  matter  under  consideration.  In  relation  to 
the  subject  of  expenditures,  be  admitted  that  they  had  been 
very  large,  amounting,  he  believed,  to  about  s^ven  millions : 
but  he  eoukl  see  no  necessity  of  appointing  a  select  commit- 
tee to  take  charge  of  this  subject,  when  we  have  commit- 
tees appointed  under  the  rules  whose  special  business  it 
Was  to  taka  charge  of  these  suljects.  He  alluded  to  the 
Committees  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
meots,  all  of  which  committees  he  believed  were  composed 
of  majorities  opposed  te  the  administration.  The  Committee 
on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  Department  should  take 
thb  sohjcci  into  consideration,  and  report  upon  it.  Mr. 
McK.  oonduded  by  moving  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  mo- 
Itoo.  If  there  was  to  be  any  investigation  at  all,  it  was  as 
necessary  and  as  practicable  now  as  it  could  be  ever.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and  pur- 
sne  the  inquiries  during  the  recess,  so  as  to  report,  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  at  the  neit  session.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  reference  of  investigations  of  alleged  extraordinary 
abuses  to  sUnding  committees,  and  replied  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  HowASD,  of  Maryland,  who  had  made  the  pending 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  under  consideration  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  question  is  an  entire  new  question. 
It  b  not  now  a  question  as  to  what  committee  it  shall  be 
referred  to,  but  whether  it  shall  now  have  the  go-by  altogeth- 


er. The  whole  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  went  to 
the  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  House  to  trouble 
itself  at  all  about  the  matter,  and  would  be  just  as  strong  an 
argument  against  the  ■  investigation  in  December  as  now. 
Mr.  A.  alluded  again  to  the  investigation  made  under  the 
direction  of  Congrese  by  the  late  Executive,  and  said  that 
the  horrible  disclosures  of  that  report  convinced  him  stiU 
more  strongly  than  ever  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  in- 
quinf .  He  replied  to  the  siigge  tions  of  Mr.  McKat^  with 
regard  to  the  propositions  of  various  committees,  as  the 
proper  refereoK  of  the  subject  before  the  House.  Among 
the  rest,  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War 
Department  had  been  recommended  by  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  that  the  committees  on  ex- 
penditures were  sinecures,  without  pay,  and  without  duty 
also.  A  chairman  of  one  of  them  [Mr.  Ha  was]  had  told 
the  House  that  he  had  never  called  the  committee  together, 
and  did  not  even  know  his  colleagues!  Mr..  A.  had  fb- 
tended  to  ofier  a  resolution  tn  rescind  the  rule  requiring 
that  those  committees  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  A.  replied,  further,  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  McK  at, 
that  the  constitution  of  the  Commhtee  on  Military  Affairs 
was  the  same  in  previous  administrations  as  now.  That 
was  no  good  reason  why  it  should  still  continue  to  be  so, 
Mr.  A.  contended* 

In  allusion  to  there  being  on  this  committee  eight  mem- 
bers from  the  South,  and  only  one  from  the  Northern  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  Mr.  A.  said  that  the  reason  must  be 
that  the  people  of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  subjects 
referrible  to  it.  As  to  the  interest  of  all  the  New  England 
Slates,  as  well  as  of  those  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in  the  benefit  that  would  result 
to  them  from  the  enormous  expenditures  of  public  money 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A.  ad- 
mitted it  was  very  Httle  indeed.  But  they  had  a  very  deep 
interest  in  the  amount  of  those  expenditures,  at  all  events. 
Were  the  army  disbanded  to-morrow,  it  would  be^oney 
in  their  pockets ;  and  he  looked  upon  this  fact  as  another 
exemplification  of  that  profound  philosophical  theory  of  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thoxpsov,]  who  had 
said  that  the  money  of  this  Government  flowed  naturally 
towards  the  North.  Since  he  had  made  these  remarks, 
that  gentleman  had  published  his  speech,  and  he  had  now 
turned  the  globe  half  round.  The  atream  now  flowed  m 
the  East,  and  not  the  North.  Well,  sir,  be  it  then  <^  the 
East!" 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  and  interrupted  Mr.  Adams 
here ;  remarking  that  the  gentleman  seemed  to  be  conclud- 
ing to  no  point ;  and,  calling  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  ready  to  yield  tbo  floor,  and 
did  so. 

BILL  REGULATING  FEES  ON  BONDS. 

The  District  Attorneys*  fee  bill  on  bonds  had  tiiree  read- 
ings, as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  &nd  was  passed. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

On  motion  c  f  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  tlie  House  re 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maine,  being  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  as  to  the  settlement  of  the  deposite  liank  accounts 
being  the  first  bill  announced  as  before  the  committee, 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  that  he  considered  himself  bound, 
by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  to 
move  that  it  be  taken  up  at  that  time.  And  on  that  mo- 
tion he  demanded  a  count  by  tellers,  which  being  sus- 
tained, (nfler  some  conversation  as  to  the  regularity  of 
the  proceeding,)  the  motion  prevailed :  Yeas  105,  nays  36. 

Mr.  Iamxs  Gabland's  amendment  to  the  bill  being 
read,  by  request  of  a  member, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  rose  and  said,  he  would  not  oflfer  an 
apology  to  the  House  for  addressing  it  upon  a  subject  so 
fraught  with  the  highest  good  or  the  deepest  evil  to  his  own 
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consiltucDts,  M  that  now  before  it«  He  had  been  aware 
when  he  first  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  that  he  would 
have  to  contend  against  great  power  and  patronage. 
There  had  been  a  time  inhis  political  life  when  bethought 
the  arm  of  this  Government  needed  to  be  strong  to  regulate 
some  of  the  conseqaences  of  the  rapid  increase,  in  extent 
and  resources,  of  the  country.  The  usurpations  of  the 
Executive,  which  he* had  witnessed  for  the  last  few  years, 
had  taught  him  a  different  lesson.  He  now  founcl  the 
Government  too  strong  for  the  people ;  and  that  some  of 
the  memorable  predictions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Picksks]  and  his  friends,  in  regard  to  the 
influence  of  Executive  dictation  and  usurpation,  were  in 
a  fair  way  to  lie  reoUxed.  He  had  come  to  his  seat  pre- 
pared to  combat  that  usurpation,  an^  to  contend  for  the 
lost  rights  of  the  States ;  and  he  thought  he  should  find 
the  bold,  manly,  and  chivalrous  arm  of  the  Southron  bared 
to  aid  him  in  that  contest.  What  had  been  his  surprise  to 
find  that  very  arm  on  which  he  had  relied  for  such  aid, 
raised  in  the  van  of  the  attack  he  had  to  resist !  That 
gentlemaii  [Mr.  PicKvirs]  had  said  that  be  had  renounced 
no  opinions  he  had  entertained  before,  and  yet  he  is  lend- 
ing his  aid  in  the  advancement  of  a  scheme  which  is  to 
unite  in  one  hand  the  purse  and  the  sword  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  make,  by  his  adhesion  and  support,  the 
bill  before  the  committee  too  strong  for  the  opposition  of 
those  with  whom  he  had  been  used  to  act  in  concert. 

Commenting  on  the  argument  of  Mr.  Pickeks  as  to  the 
character  and  influence  of  a  national  bank,  Mr.  H.  de- 
manded of  that  gentleman  what  would  be  the  influence  of 
an  Executive,  in  any  action  against  the  rights  of  the  Sutes, 
who  could  wield  so  formidable  a  weapon  against  those 
rights,  as  all  the  revenues  of  this  Government  t  And  upon 
this  subject  he  enlarged  extensively. 

As  to  what  had  fallen  from  that  gentleman  in  his  re- 
marks of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  North  and  South,  as 
relatively  placed,  in  interest  and  in  policy,  with  regard  to 
each  other,  Mr.  H.  was  very  eloquent  and  forcible.  That 
gentleman  [Mr.  Fic  kbits]  had  threatened  a  servile  war  as 
the  consequence  of  a  struggle  between  those  interests,  and 
had  promised  to  preach  insurrection  to  the  laborers  of  the 
North,  as  an  ofiset  to  similar  alleged  appeals  to  the  South. 
That  gentleman  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  raisuken  if  he  thinks 
that  there  is  any  parity  of  reasoning  as  to  the  laborers  of 
the  North,  or  the  slaves  of  the  South.  They  were  not, 
as  was  so  boldly  argued,  under  the  domination  or  control 
of  the  capitalists.  They  were  freemen,  conscious  of  their 
righu  and  privileges.  By  the  laboring  classes  of  the 
North  the  banner  of  the  Revolution  had  been  unfurled, 
and  the  fields  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  been  won. 
By  those  classes  there,  even  in  the  cities  so  much  vilified 
and  denounced,  were  the  men  who  sit  in  that  hall  sent 
thither ;  and  they  were  alive  to  all  the  rights  of  freemen, 
which  they  sent  their  representatives  there  to  defend  and 
advocate.  Mr.  H.  regretted  that  this  ball  of  discord  had 
'  been  set  rolling  there ;  that  the  Texas  question,  and  the 
slavery  question,  had  been  started  on  that  floor  to  frighten 
the  House  *«  from  its  propriety."  He  was  not  unfriendly  to 
the  South.  Far  from  it.  Many  of  his  early  and  most 
friendly  associates  were  connected  with  that  section.  He 
should  be  ever  found  by  the  side  of  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion, in  resisting  any  invasion  of  their  rights.  But  still 
ho  had  a  paramount  duty  to  perform — to  vindicate  from  at- 
tack, and  to  shield  from  reproach,  the  people  of  his  own 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HoFFMAir  paid  a  deserved  compliment  to  the  bold 
and  frank  manner  in  which  Mr.  Pxc&xns  had  come  for- 
ward to  the  aid  of  the  administration  in  the  support  of  this 
bill.  'J'hat  gentleman  had  not  crept  into  the  ranks  of  his 
former  enemies.  He  had,  like  TuUius  Aufidius,  in  Roman 
history,  boldly  told  his  new  allies  of  his  former  battles 
against  them ;  he  had,  almost  in  bravado,  indectl,  spread 


before  them  the  records  of  his  consistency  as  their  uacom* 
promising  opponent.  They  h%d  taken  him  into  therr^m- 
ploy,  and,  being  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  he  (Mr.  H.) 
must  defend  his  countrymen,  though  it  be  Coiiolanua  who 
beads  the  Volscians  against  Rome ! 

The  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  H. )  is  proud  of  the  name 
of  locofoco.     Sir,  that  is  a  matter  of  taste. 

[Mr.  PiciLXirs  explained.  He  had  said,  in  allusion  to 
a  remark  made  on  tha^  floor  some  days  since  by  an  honor- 
able member,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  such  a  locofoco  as 
John  Milton  was,  if  he  were,  indeed,  one.  He  hid  not 
intended  to  be  understood  as  dechiring  himself  a  locofoco, 
under  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  ihat  term.] 

Mr.  HoFFM^K  said  that  heceruinly  did  not  mean  to 
misrepresent  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  ^e 
hardly  understood  what  the  term  in  question  signified. 
But  be  is  not  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  declare  that 
he  is  not  one  of  the  followers- of  him  who  had  once  sworn 
that  his  «  mouth  should  be  the  Parliament  of  England," 
and  that  ^his  horse  should  graxe  in  Cheapside."*  But  he 
had  eulogized  Milton  as  his  exemplar.  For  that  name,  he, 
too,  (Mr.  H.,)  had  great  reverence.  He  remembered  well 
tl^o  noble  defence  of  John  Milton  of  the  subject ;  and  yet 
this  very  man  was  choleric,  hasty,  and  often  rash  in  his 
opinions.  There  was  (said  Mr.  H.)  a  striking  coinci- 
dence, which  be  could  not  but  allude  to,  in  the  history  of 
Milton,  as  applicable  to  our  own  times.  The  same  intrepid 
patriot  who,  in  his  seal  for  liberty,  had  added  in  bringing 
bis  monarch  to  the  block,  afterwards  thjew  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  Protector,  and  supported  the  throne  which 
was  reared  on  the  downfiall  of  Charles.  Here  Mr.  H. 
drew  a  parallel  between  the  succession  of  the  present  to 'the 
late  Executive,  and  that  of  the  Protector  to  the  King,  and 
between  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  that  of  the  great  statesman  he  had  alluded  to,  under 
the  parallel  change  of  circumstances. 

Mr.  H.  was  opposed  U>  the  sub-Treasuiy  bill,  becaoae 
it  violated  the  constitution  of  the  country — if  not  its  plmia 
and  palpable  literal  language,  its-  spirit,  which  is  its  lifo- 
blood,  and  which  alone  recommends  it  to  the  people  of  tha 
nation.  That  spirit  is  the  principle  that  tha  people  sball 
govern  thiemselves.  The  mode  of  choosing  public  offic^n, 
the  appointment  ef  those  officers,  duties,  8cc.,  are  but  the 
trappings  of  the  constitution.  But  this  principle,  which  la 
its  spirit,  enters  into  the '  labors  of  the  artisan,  and  the  re- 
searches of  the  scholar.  It  should  be  the  atmosphere  by 
which  we  should  be  sustained  afid  strenf^thened,  and  from 
which  we  should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

The  connexion  between  the  Government  and  the  people 
of  this  Union,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon  as  a  great  partnorahip. 
There  should  be  a  common  credit  or  discredit,  a  common 
honor  or  dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  between 
them.  The  distress,  if  there  be  any,  of  the  Government 
should  be  reflected  upon  the  people.  The  arm  of  power 
should  not  be  wielded  over  the  governed,  to  be  looked  ap 
to  as  paramount  The  people  should  not,  while  strug^U  og 
amidst  discontent,  embarrassment,  and  perplexity,  be  in- 
sulted by  the  spectacle  of  their  Government  waliung  free, 
unfettered,  unembarrassed,  and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  that  this  was  no 
new  proposition;  that  England  and  France  had  furnished 
examples  of  similar  schemes ;  and  not  long  since  (though 
perhaps  not  parliamentary  to  allude  particularly  to  it  on 
that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  golden  bible  (Mr. 
Bbntoit,  of  the  Senate)  had  instanced  Rome  also  as  fur- 
nishing a  similar  example.  In  reply  to  these  allusions, 
Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  difierence  between  the  institutions 
of  England  and  France  and  those  of  our  own  country,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  Government  upon  those 
examples  ?  Why  not  establish  the  **  divine  right  of  kings*' 
*  Jack  Cade.    See  ai  part  Henry  VI,  an  iv. 
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priadple  thrcmghout ;  create  a  standing  army,  authoriie  a 
system  of  passports,  and  all  the  rest  ?  And  Rome,  too ; 
Rome  had  her  qosstors,  or  public  treasurers  1  Yes,  (said 
Mr.  H.,)  she  had  ;  and  they  *«  grew  by  what  they  fed  on." 
They  followed  the  Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and,  in  every 
sitnaiion,  were  ever  the  links  between  the  Worn-down  peo- 
ple and  the  overbearing  Government. 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  the 
committee.  TTie  pabKc  money  is  to  be  given  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  the  difierent  disbursing  officers.  Defalcation 
would  ensue  defalcation,  as  the  consequence  of  this  pro- 
Tision.  Besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  frauds  of  the  offi- 
cets  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  public  revenues,  there 
-would  be  the  brawling  sycophant,  and  the  unscrupulous 
partisan,  whose  very  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subser- 
neocy  tcvExecutive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more  to 
one  aidministration  than  to  another.  This  would  ever  be 
the  ease,  were  this  bill  to  become  a  law.  In  case  of  an 
election  depending  in  any  State,  or  district,  or  town,  there 
would  be  a  call  on  the  partisan  officeholder's  exertions. 
On  one  side  would  be  his  honesty,  and  on  the  other  his 
office;  and  he  would  console  himself,  while  making  the 
sacrifice  of  the  former  to  the  latter,  that  the  bread  of  bis 
wife  and  children  depended  upon  iu  And  who  «vill  call 
the  defaulter  in  such  a  case  to  account  1  The  Executive  1 
This  would  never  be;  and,  us  to  the  Congress  1  That, 
too,  was  powerless.  The  proceedings  of  the  last  Congress, 
under  similar  circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  a 
sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  monstrous  doc- 
trine whirh  had  been  broached  under  the  late  administra- 
tion, that  every  officer  of  the  Government  was  accountable 
to  the  Executive  alone;  and  he  only  to  the  impeaching 
power  of  Congress;  and  insisted  that  no  people  were  ever 
strong  enough  to  resist  the  union  of  the  purse  and  sword 
of  Government. 

If  the  bill  passefi,  he  contended  the  money  of  the  people 
would  not  be  safe ;  it  would  be  less  safe  than  in  banks, 
where  the  stockholders'  interests  require  the  selection  of 
careful  directors  and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  nut  a  single  hand,  to  guard  those  interests.  And 
to  this  point  Mr.  H.  read  from  the  Congressional  Debates 
of  1835  an  opinion  of  one  who  he  wished  could  take  a 
part  in  that  debate,  and  sustain  the  views  he  had  once  ex- 
pressed, and  which  he  would  now  quote— views- which  he 
was  confident  the  high  regard  for  his  opinions,  entertained 
by  the  niendiers  of  that  House,  would  lead  them  to  regard 
with  great  respect;  he  alhided  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk,  who, 
in  the  course  of  a  debate  In  1835,  had  said  that  "  corpora- 
tions were  safer  than  any  individual  could  be,  as  the  de- 
poaiury  of  public  moneys,"  because  corporations  were 
bound  together  by  the  strongest  tics  of  interest,  with  an 
immense  aggregate  of  wealth,  which  furnished  a  safe  se- 
curity, Slc, 

But,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  who  can  tell  but  that,  if  that  gentle- 
man could  descend  from  the  chair,  and  address  the  House 
OD  this  bill  now,  he  would  not  also  be  found  to  have  under- 
gone some  change  of  sentiment  since  the  time  alluded  to  1 
This  would  not  be  more  surprising  than  that  one  of  that 
gentleman's  friends,  also  on  that  6oor,  should  have  changed 
his  views  on  the  subject  within  the  same  term  of  time.  In 
a  debate  upon  a  resolution  offered  in  1835  to  that  body  by 
Mr.  Gamble,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
moneys,  Mr.CAMBRKLKiro  was  reported  in  the  Congression- 
al Debates  to  have  uttered  the  opinion  that  the  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme  would  find  no  friends  there,  and  that  it  was  a 
proposition  too  odious  and  monstrous  to  be  entertained. 

[Mr.  Caxbreleito  read,  in  answer  to  this  allusion,  an 
extract  from  his  own  prepared  report  of  the  speech  adverted 
to,  to  the  effisct  that  he  had  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
time  would  come  when  banks,  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, could  be  dispensed  with  altogether.] 
Vox.  XIV.— 88 


Mr.  H.  remarked  that  the  gentleman  had  voted  against 
the  scheme  at  the  time,  and  was  reported,  in  the  book  of 
debates,  before  he  had  had  time  to  prepare  carefully  his 
own  report  of  the  speech  he  had  made,  to  have  said  that 
such  a  preposition  could  find  no  friends  in  that  body.  But 
still  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  know  that  opinions  often  change, 
like  the  gourd  of  Jonah,  in  a  single  night. 

Mr.  H.  here  alluded  to  Mr.  Fostkr's  eulogy  on  the 
safety-fund  system,  which  he  admitted  to  be  appropriate 
and  deserved.  And  he  eloquently  detailed  the  conse- 
quences of  that  system  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State— the 
springing  up  of  her  western  cities  almost  at  the  very  sound 
of  the  woodman'M  axe — the  stretching  out  of  long  lines  of 
railroads,  those  avenues  of  communication  and  social  in- 
tercourse with  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  The 
North  arid  East  had  made  the  West,  and  the  West  had 
poured  back  her  gratitude  in  increasing  contributions  to 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  State :— and  this  was  the 
working  of  the  safety -fund  system.  It  had  worked  well : 
and  now,  he  would  ask,  what  was  the  reverse  in  the  coun- 
try 1  The  President  now  says  that  over-speculation  is  the 
cause  of  our  present  troubles.  The  philosopher  whoae 
theory  it  was  that  the  earth  rested  on  a  tortoise,  was  puz- 
zled to  find  a  place  for  the  tortoise.  And  what  was  the 
true  cause  of  this  distress  and  embarrassment  ?  Mr.  H. 
said  that  it  was  the  war  on  the  United  States  Bank  by  the 
late  £x«^cutive.  The  first  germ  of  all  that  Executive 
power  which  now  oppresses  us  was  the  withdrawal  of  the 
deposites.  That  was  the  fountain  whence  all  these  bitter 
waters  flowed.  The  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  people  were 
involved  in  that  institution.  The  boat  was  proceeding  on 
its  way,  in  a  swift  but  equable  course,  when  there  had 
suddenly  ensued  a  crash,  which  was  the  prelude  to  a  bub- 
bling cry  pf  agony  and  despair  from  the  passengers  and 
crew.  The  balance-wheel  had  been  retuoved  by  the  igno- 
rance or  the  wantonness  of  the  engineer. 

Mr.  H.  had  never  been  the  friend  or  the  enemy  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  nor  of  the  local  banks.  He  had  not 
worshipped  Pompey,  in  all  his  pride  of  power  and  place* 
when  armies  hod  sprung  up  at  the  stamp  of  his  foot ;  nor 
had  he  ever  bowed  the  knee  to  his  great  rival.  Yet  would 
he  not  withhold  from  the  latter  the  justice  which  he  should 
extend  towards  him ;  as 


*• in  his  mantle  muffling  tip  bis  face, 

Even  at  the  base  of  PompeyS  slatae, 
Which  all  the  while  ran  blood,  great  Cssar  fell ! 
Aod  now  lies  iherst 
W'ith  none  so  poor  to  do  him  reverence !" 

After  some  discussion  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  the 
State  deposits  banks,  which  he  contended  had,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances,  been  honorable  and  upright  he  insisted 
that  it  was  inconsistent  for  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion to  decry  and  destroy  them.  They  had  eaten  of  the 
fruit,  and  should  not  now  cut  down  the  tree.  The  United 
States  Bank  had  been  ruined  to  aggrandize  the  State  banks: 
not  in  accordance,  as  had  been  asserted,  with  the  people's 
will;  the  people  would  never  have  destroyed  that  insti- 
tution; but  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  popularity  of  the  lite  Ex- 
ecutive. It  was  withered  by  the  resplendent  *•  glory"  from 
the  brow  of  the  victor  of  New  Orleans.  It  was  destroyed, 
that  the  «  weeds,"  as  Mr.  Pickets  had  called  the  State 
banks,  might  grow  and  flourish. 

Mr.  fi.  contended  that  there  had  been  a  time  when 
those  "weeds"  were  shallow  rooted,  and  might  have  been 
easily  era<licated.  He  then  went  on  to  show  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  originated  and  rose  into  power  by  the  aid  of  the 
safety -fund  system.  That  it  still  continued  its  influence, 
politically,  and  procured  a  Van  Buren  majority  there  of 
two-thirds :  and  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  now  .kicking 
away  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  mounted,  not  even  say- 
ing to  those  who  had  been  wondering  ai  his  ascent  with  up- 
turned eyes,  **  Stand  from  under !"  This  part  of  the  speech 
was  very  minute  in  its  details,  and  excited  a  deep  interest. 
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Mr.  H.  Bsid  the  bill  before  the  committee  had  been 
christened  «a  divorce  bill."  It  was  no  such  thing.  It  was 
a  bill  authorizing  <<  a  fatal  marriage** — fatal  to  the  consii- 
tution,  and  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
It  was  not  a  divorce  bill.  The  '*  divorce*'  had  already  ta- 
ken place,  without  cause  or  right,  by  the  act  of  one  of  the 
parties,  and  it  was  the  nuptial  benediction  or  another  alli- 
ance that  the  House  were  now  called  on  to  pronounce. 

History  fumiahes  a  parallel.     He  who  was 

" but  yesterday  a  King, 

And  armed  with  Kings  to  strive/* 

Napoleon  Bonaparte,  loved  Josephine.  The  conqueror  of 
Italy  had  laid  his  laurels  at  her  feet,  and  whispered  in  her 
ear  his  aspirations  of  love  as  well  as  of  ambition.  By  her 
were  his  troubles  assuaged,  and  she  was  ever  his  good  ge- 
nius, pointing  him  the  path  to  glory  and  renown,  and  with 
her,  as  his  companion  and  adviser,  he  found  himself  upon 
the  throne  of  Charlemange.  But  no  sooner  did  the  diadem 
glitter  upon  bis  brow,  than  she,  who  had  been  ever  true  to 
him,  was  cast  off  fbr  the  furtherance  of  schemes  of  policy. 
He  was  thus,  but  he  would  be  safely  and  ever  thus,  and 
he  procured  from  a  weak  Senate  a  divorce  from  her,  and 
wedded  Louise  of  Austria,  who  mounted  his  throne  only  to 
aee  his  crown  snatched  from  his  brow  !  Sir,  there  may  bo 
a  moral  even  in  the  lesson  read  to  our  own  Government 
from  the  rock  of  St.  Helena. 

Mr.  H.  dosed  his  remarks  by  warning  gentlemen  of  the 
consequences  of  passing  a  bill  so  fraught  with  danger  as 
that  under  consideration.     He  said,   '*the  bow  is  bent, 
make  from  the  shaft  !*'  unless  by  a  bold  effort  you  can 
wrest  the  bow  from  the  hands  of  the  archer !     Rise  from 
the  mire  of  party  !     Su^^tain  the  administration  in  every 
thing  in  which  it  is  just  and  right,  but  resist  it  when  its 
measures  are  hostile  to  the  best  and  most  enduring  inter- 
ests of  the  people.     Do  not  aid  in  that  unholy  alliance  of 
the  purse  with  the  sword  in  the  hand  of  power :  and 
"  ^—  never  nwro 
Let  the  grrai  imereeis  of  the  State  depend 
Uptin  the  thouiuid  chances  that  may  sway 
A  piece  of  huinan  frailly  I" 

After  Mr.  Hoffman  concluded — 

Mr.  HUNTER,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  chair  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  arise  under  the  painful  sense  that  I  am 
asking  almost  too  much  of  this  committee,  when  I  throw 
myself  upon  its  indulgence  whilst  I  eipress  my  views  in 
relation  to  the  subject  before  us.  But  our  present  position 
is  highly  responsible ;  the  consequences  of  our  action  in  the 
existing  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  country,  and  I  wish  to 
he  heard  in  vindication  of  the  principles  which  will  govern 
my  course.  We  stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  com- 
mercial revolution  ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  explosion  in 
the  credit  system,  through  which  the  stream  of  capital  cir- 
culates and  dispenses  its  mighty  agency  to  the  country. 
Old  chsnnels  have  been  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  when  every  institution  of  the  land 
is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and  our  most  important  in- 
terests  are  sympathizing  with  the  distress  in  the  circulating 
sysum  of  tlie  body  politic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  are  turned 
in  anxious  solicitude  upon  our  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience  under  ca- 
lamities which  would  have  goaded  almost  any  other  people 
to  tumult  and  bloodshed  ;  and  they  have  even  forborne 
to  speak  forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the  clamor 
might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of  those  whose  peculiar 
task  it  was  to  work  the  ship  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon 
which  It  was  driving — "  Nee  tumultus,  nee  quiea  ;"  hut 
there  is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  suspense  which  more 
forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  that,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, ''our  country  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty."  I 
feel,  sir,  a  most  painful  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  my 
position.  On  the  one  hand,  I  know  that  he  cannot  be  iusti- 
fied  on  the  plea  of  ig:norance  who  lightly  tampers  with  the 


important  interests  now  concerned  in  our  action  ;  and,  on 
the  other,  if  personal  or  party  considerations  were  to  deter 
me  from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  deserve  to  be  pursued 
through  all  posterity  with  execrations.  1  might,  perhaps, 
escape  responsibility  by  declaring  that,  as  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was  bound  to  do 
nothing  towards  restoring  things  to  a  sounder  condition. 
Sir,  I  scorn  the  excuse.  I  think  I  see  something  which 
may  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  I  am  willing 
to  share  the  responsibility  with  those  who  will  attempt  it. 
In  taking  my  course  I  form  no  new  connexion i,  I  make  no 
alliances;  I  act  as  I  was  sent  here  to  act.  I  legislate  not 
for  party,  but  for  the  good  of  our  common  country.  I 
tread  all  personal  and  party  considerations  into  the  duat^ 
when  they  present  themselves  in  competition  with  the  moat 
important  interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  can  free  this  Government  from  a 
corrupting  connexion,  if  I  can  aid  in  so  moulding  ito  action 
as  to  remove   the  causes  by  which  it  has  disturbed  th« 
natural  level  of  our  circulating  capital,  and  advance  one 
more  step  towards  that  perfect  freedom  which  American 
trade  ought  to  enjoy,  I  shall  be  content,  be  my  own  fate 
what  it  may;  but  if  I  should  unfortunately  work   harm 
where  I  mean  good,  I  shall  only  regret  that  others  will  suf- 
fer under  the  consequences  of  my  mistake.  But,  sir,  I  turn 
from  these  considerations  to  the  great  question  before  us. 
How  can  we  exercise  the  powers  given  us  by  the  constita- 
tion,  and  remould  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government,  bo 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and  prevent  their 
recurrence   again?     It   has  been  well  said   that  debt   is 
the  evil  under  which  we  are  suffering.     The  real  balance 
of  trade  has  been  against  us  ;  the  foreign  creditor  demanded 
the  adjustment  of  this  balance  in  specie ;  and  the  currency 
ttystcm  of  the  country,  having  been  inflated  beyond  its  just 
dimensions,  was  unable  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  conver- 
sion so  sudden.     What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  relieve 
the  people  from  this  pressure  ?     There  are  but  two  modes 
of  relief  from  debt ;  the  one  consists  in  its  payment,  and 
the  other  palliates  the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  as  to  divide 
between  several  years  the  burden  which  is  too  heavy  for 
one.     It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Government,  we  have  neither 
the  right  nor  the  .means  of  paying  the  debt.     Governmeuts 
may  spend  money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  their  at- 
tempts at  political  alchemy  have  always  resulted,  like  the 
vain  search  after  the  philosopher's  stone,  in  more  expense 
than  profit. 

Has  the  Government  the  means  of  extending  the  credit 
upon  the  debt  due  abroad?     If  this  could  be  done,  we 
should  undoubtedly  find  immediate  relief.     Instances  have 
occurred  in  the  history  of  English  commerce,  and  in  some 
of  our  own  Stales,  in  which  Government  has  effected  this 
purpose  by  interposing  its  own  credit  between  the  domes- 
tic debtor  and  the  foreign  creditor.     There  are  times  when 
a  people  may  be  unable,  without  great  suffering,  to   meet 
a  sudden  call  for  the  balance  of  trade  which  exists  against 
them.     But  it  can  scarcely  happen  that  they  should  not  be 
ultimately  able  to  meet  the  call,  if  time  were  given.      On 
these  occasions,   the  foreign  creditor  presses,  because  ha 
cannot  well  know  the  actual  responsibility  of  individuals. 
In  such  situations,  the  Englidi  Government  has  exchanged 
its  own  credit,  which  was  undoubted,  for  that  of  the  domes- 
tic creditor,  who  was  thus  enabled  to  make  his  remittances 
abroad  in  undoubted  securities.     We  have  no  power  bere 
to  enter   into    any   such   trade ;   and   although   the    ex- 
ercise of  this  power  might  occasionally  ho  useful,  yet    it 
is  too  liable  to  abuse  to  have  been  wisely  entrusted  to    us« 
The  direct  fiscal  action  of  Government  might  have  l>eeii 
rendered  conducive  to  this  end,  and  eminently  benefieial. 
If  we  had  issued  certificates  of  loan  upon  time  for    the 
money  necessary  for  Government,  I  believe,  sir,  that    the 
merchant,  instead  of  exporting  his  specie,  would  k^ye  ^iv^ci 
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it  to  UB  in  exchange  foir  this  paper,  which  would  here 
■erred  e  better  purpose  abroad.  In  this  way  we  should 
have  done  much  for  the  relief  of  the  country ;  we  should 
ham  avoided  all  danger  of  a  depreciated  paper  currency  is- 
sued by  Government,  and  we  should  have  been  clearly 
within  the  limita  of  our  constitutional  power.  But  the  oc- 
cssion  has  passed  away ;  we  have  pasesd  a  bill  for  Trees* 
ury  notes ;  and  when  I  connect  the  discretion,  ss  to  inter- 
eat,  confided  to  the  Secretary,  under  the  bill,  with  his 
known  opinions  on  that  subject,  I  am  bound  to  conclude 
that  th^  will  he  itiuftd  and  designed  as  curreni^. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  sub^t  is  ujt  now  before  ns, 
and  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  with  iu  further  con- 
saderation. 

I  shall  pause  but  a  moment  to  consider  the  expedient  of 
a  United  States  bank,. which  has  been  suggested  by  some 
ss  ai&rding  the  means  of  producing  immediate  relief.  If 
this  were  so^  the  sttggeslioii  wbnki  be  useless  to  those  who, 
like  myself,  believe  that  it  is  demonetraMe,  and  that  it  has 
ttften  been  demonstrated,  that  we  have  no  powf  r  under  the 
GODstitoftion  to  charter  such  a  bank.  But,  for  onis  J  do 
not  beliAve  that  the  expected  eAot  would  flow  from  such  an 
m^tntioD.  It  would  enfter  Che  field  as  a  rivsl  of  the  Sute 
institutions,  and  could  only  sustaiil  the  competition  by  either 
debasing  its  currency  to  the  level  of  the  B&te  institutiohs, 
or  by  elevating  their  circulation  to  the  seunder4evel  which 
it  might  esublish  for  itself.  The  first  operation  would  pro« 
loog  Che  piesent  evils ;  and  tha  other.  If  attempted  by  any 
but  the  moat  gradual  means,  would  break  the  State  banki^ 
and  aggravate  the  disUess  of  the  community.  But  I  pass 
from  the  consideration  of  the  means  of  immediate  relief, 
real  or  iaaaginaiy,  which  are  not  within  our  reach,  to  those 
which  may  be.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  fi^use  upon  our 
fiscal  poli^,  and  its  incidental  effects  upon  currency  and 
trade.  If  it  has  introduced  causes  which  disturb  the  natural 
fevet  of  circulating  capital,  and  furnished  a  false  excitement 
to  cusrenigr  and  credit^  that  policy  ought  to  be  changed. 
Public  convenience  may  require  that  tlw  change  should  be 
gradoal,  but  important  interests  demand  that  it  shall  be  ul- 
tiraaiely  made.  After  much  consideration,  I  have  come  to 
the  ouDclaaion  that  the  present  and  past  commercid  dis- 
treasas  have  been  mainly  produced  by  the  American  bank- 
iag  tijstem ;  a  system,  sir,  which,  by  the  law  of  its  creation, 
barries  to  its  downfall  as  the  nec^ssaiy  result  of  its  own  ac- 
tion ;  and  this  catastrophe  is  only  hastened  by  the  excite- 
aent  of  the  connexion  between  it  and  the  GoyemBOient. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  McCuUocb,  one  of 
the  ablest  politial  economists  of  the  present  day,  that  'our 
system  of  banking  is  the  worst  in  the  world.  I  will  not 
Aop  now  to  institute  that  comparison,  or  to  examine  his 
omclusion ;  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its  natural  ten- 
donciee  are  to  produce  a  state  of  things  like  the  present,  if 
I  ncoeed  in  showing,  first,  that  it  causes  a  ialse  distribu- 
tion of  capital,  and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased  ac- 
tion in  the  credit  and  currency  systems,  by  forming  an  im- 
proper connexion  between  them. 

According  to  our  banking  policy,  these  institutions  have 
Ihe  exclusive  right  of  making  a  paper  currency  ;  and  their 
paper  only  is  received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  To 
these  exclusive  privileges  they  unite  the  power  of  drawing 
inteiest  from  an  amount  greatly  exceeding  their  capitals. 
Take,  in  connexion  with  this,  Uie  usury  laws,  which  ex- 
ist, I  believe,  in  all  of  the  Slates  of  the  Union,  and  you 
have  the  result  that  capital,  loaneii  through  bank  agency, 
will  draw  an  interest  greaily  exceeding  that  which  any 
other  capitalist  cau  derive  from  money  lent,  l^he  loana- 
ble capital  of  the  country  will  of  course  seek  that  invCHt- 
roent,  and  fill  those  channels  of  circulation  before  it  reaches 
any  other ;  the  consequences  of  the  artificial  direction  thus 
given  to  capital,  is  its  false  distribution  lietweeu  the  dififer- 
ent  sections  of  that  country,  and  the  different  classes  of 
Mciety  in  that  country,  in  which  banks  have  those  exclu- 


sive privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will  seek  the  places 
in  which  these  institutions  exist,  until  it  has  exhausted  the 
demand  for  it  there,  before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the 
same  country  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will  do  so, 
because,  through  bank  agency,  it  can  derive  more  than 
the  legal  interest  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations,  whilst 
beyond  that  sphere  its  profits  are  confined  to  that  interest. 
The  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon'  capital 
lent  to  the  mercantile,  and  those  classes  whose  labor  brings 
a  speedy  return,  at  the  expense  of  the  agriculturists,  whose 
returns  are  slow.  Loans  for  thirty  or  sixty  days  are  obvi- 
ously more  profitable  than  thdse  for  longer  periods.  It  is 
the  difference  between  simple  and  compound  interest. 
The  merchant,  therefore,  whose  outlay  is  speedily  return- 
ed to  him,  can  thus  afford  to  deal  in  these  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  generally  annu* 
al,  finds  himself  foited  to  pay  compound,  for  what  the 
merchant  returns  only  simple  interest.  The  efiSsctof  this 
iff  so  much  felt,  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  gener- 
ally understood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received  almost  aa 
an  adage,  that  no  farmer  can  afford  to  go  into  bank. 
There  is  yet  another  mode,  sir,  in  which  the  system  pro- 
daces  a  false  distribution  ni  capital.  The  available  profits 
ef  theae  instltutiona,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  insurance  offices. 
Tbe  directors,  nnder  these  extraordinary  advantages,  may 
run  the  risk  of  insuring  a  favorite's  credit  when  it  is  doubt- 
ful, when  he  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus  the 
lair  tradce  will  be  injured  by  the  feckless  and  often  ruinous 
competition  of  these  men  wlio  have  nothing  in  fact  to  lose. 
This^  sir,  will  always  happen  when  a  bank  has  aoppUed 
the  demands  of  good  customers  without  reaching  the  Urn*' 
its  of  circulation  prescribed  to  them.  The  temptation  to 
run  this  risk  is  so  strong  that  they :  too  often  yield  to  it 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  no  answer  to  thebe  objections,  to 
say  thai  every  section  of  the  country  may  be  supplied  with 
its  due  proportion  of  banking  capital.  The  countiy  is 
supplied  m^  banks  through  its  Legislature,  and  no  Gov* 
ernment  has  Ihe  means  of  ascertaining  the  relative  wanta 
of  diffennt  sections  in  thib  respect.  But,  sir,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment could  ascertain  the  relative  propostions  in  which 
^e  di&rtot  sections  should  be  supphed  to  make  the  dis- 
tribution just,  it  would  be  unable  to  make  that  distribu ' 
lion,  .t  A.  supply  of  all  the  capital  wanted  for  loan  in 
any  country,  through  the  medium  of  hanks  like  ours,* 
would  expand  the  credit  system  so  rapidly,  from  causes 
which  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  as  to  produce  revulsions 
wbich  would  present  a  scene  of  wide-spread  ruin  and  dis- 
aster. A  fact  which  is  so  impressed  upon  the  public 
mind,  that  every  Legislature,  not  perfectly  wild  in  its 
movements,  seems  to  have  endeavored  to  restrain  the  sys- 
tem within  the  supposed  wants  of  the  country,  rather  than 
make  the  attempt  to.  supply  the  value  demanded.  If  I 
have  been  successful  so  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown 
that  this  system  is  injurious  in  giving  a  ftlse  direction  to 
capital ;  which,  if  left  to  itself,  would  seek  those  invest- 
ments which  had  most  natural  advantages,  and  which, 
therefore,  would  have  paid  the  highest  profits. 

I  come  now,  then,  to  the  false  and  artificial  laws  of  ex- 
pansion and  contraction,  which  are  introduced  into  our 
currency  and  credit,  (as  I  maintain,)  by  the  banking  sys- 
tem as  it  exists  here.  Instead  of  leaving  currency  and 
credit  to  the  regulation  of  the  great  laws  ordained  1^  nar 
ture  for  that  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  that  sslf- 
regulating  power  which  would  adapt  them  to  the  changing 
condition  of  society,  and  harmonize  them  with  each  oihar, 
our  Governroento  vainly  practise  their  political  aldiemy, 
to  the  injury,  and  sometimes  to  the  destruction  of  both. 
At  their  very  creation,  we  arm  these  corporations  with  in- 
compatible functions.  We  unite  in  them  the  money-ma- 
king and  the  money-lending  |H>wers ;  and  what,  sir,  are 
the  inevitable  consequences  1     Why  they  make  as  much 
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money  at  poarible,  that  they  may  have  the  more  to  lend. 
They  bav«  a  direct  interest  in  iaeuing  m  much  at  posBible, 
and  they  alwayn  do  iu     When  their  capitals  are  loaned 
out,  they  cannot. add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  country, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  currency.     The  lat- 
ter, under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  an  undue  proportion, 
and  when  once  it  is  beyond  its  level,  iu  overflow  is  inev- 
itable.    Debase  it  in  the  least  degree,  and  its  downward 
tendency  is  ever  increasing.     The  moment  you  increase, 
in  this  way,  the -nominal  or  money  price  of  commodities, 
the  catastrophe  is  unavoidable.     The  merchant  who  deals 
annually  in  $10,000  of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  $1 
per  bushel,  will  require  {(120,000  of  the  like  credit  to  deal 
in  the  same  quantity  of  grain.     The  banks  which  supplied 
the  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat  was  at  one  dollar,  are 
unable  to  meet  that  demand,  when  it  is  at  double  its  for- 
mer price.     The  cry  is,  therefore,    <<  more  banker *'  and 
more  paper  monqy  is  the  consequence,  until  the  proportion 
betweeo  the  currency  and  the  material  wealth  of  that  coun- 
try b  greater  than  in  ottier  parts  of  the  world.     If  the  real 
balanee  of  trade  then  turns  for  a  moment  against  us,  a 
gpreat  commerciial  catastrophe  occurs.    And  even  if  this 
should  net  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  our  currency  beoomea 
more  profitable  than  that  in  our  commodities.     This  cur- 
rency premises  to  be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is 
of  uniform  value  everywhere.     The  constitution  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  convertible,  and  when 
the  paper  currency  is  porchased  with  commodities,  the 
holder  seeks  a  redemption  of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 
Mr.  Gbairman,  I  refer  to  that  period  in  the  finglieh  his« 
lory,  when  its  paper  cnrrency  was  so  inflated  as  to  furnish 
to  a  foreign  enemy  the  means  of  a  direct  attack  upon  ifti 
credit  system.     It  is  known  that  Claviere,  whilst  the  Brifr* 
sotine  ^tion  prevailed  in  France,  bought  up  bills  with  the 
direct  purpose  of  presenting  them  for  specie,  and  break- 
ing the  Bank  of  Gn^land ;  a  scheme  which  threatened  so 
much  of  mischief  as  to  have  furnished  the  secret  caurn 
(as  many  believe)  of  thesuapetision  of  8|)ecie  payments  by 
that  bank  in  1793;  a  measure  which  is  said  to  have  been 
advised  by  the  minietry  itself.     I  am  greatly  mistaken,  sir, 
if  this  very,  trade  in  our  currency  has  not  been  one  of  the 
leading  causes  of  our  present  distress.    But  I  will  not  enter 
into  an  inquiry  which  would  lead  through  so  wide  a  fieki  of 
speculation*     I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show,  sir,  how 
this  artificial  connexion  between  credit  and  currency  cauies 
them  to  perform  that  perpetual  cycle  of  contraction  and 
expansion  from  which  our  country  has  suffered  so  much 
and  so  often.     It  ought  not  to  surprise  us  then  if  these 
vortices  in>  onr  credit  system,  like  those  of  the  wild  theorist 
of  antiquity,  should  produce  strange  combinations  and  un- 
expected results.      The  epicurean  philosopher  accounted 
for  the  existence  of  the  world,  by  supposing  it  to  result 
from  the  fortuitous  concourse  of  atoms ;  and  we,  not  at  all 
wiser,  have  attsmpted  to  build  up  a  fabric  of  credit  upon  a 
revolving  foundation. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  process  which  I 
have  just  described  is  the  resoh  of  an  unnatural  connex- 
ion between  tl^e  credit  and  currency  systems.  It  may  be 
asked,  in  what  respect  is  this  connexion  unnatural  1 
Why,  sir^  in  this:  we  make  the  cun^ncy  expand  with  the 
credit  of  the  country,  when  in  truth,  although  credit  most 
expand  wh^n  currency  is  increased,  yet  it  may  increase 
when  currency  remains  the  same.  For  instance,  if  we 
were  suddenly  to  double  the  amount  of  money  in  the  world, 
the  same  real  value  in  credit  must  be  doubled  also  in  its 
nominal  amount.  But  if  the  currency  remained  the  same, 
jiew  resources  discovered  in  one  country,  making  the  em- 
ployment of  capital  more  profitable  there,  might  readil> 
draw  a  greater  proportion  of  currency,  as  a  measure  of 
value,  than  citfculated  there  before  the  discovery.  Instead, 
then,  of  making  the  eurreftcy  and  credit  systems  the  means 
of  mutual  ecpansioli,   they  ought  to  be  left  separate. 


When  each  is  true  in  the  discharge  of  its  own  functions, 
they  vary  according  to  diflferent  laws  and  upon  different 
principles.     Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  functions  of 
each  separately,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true 
laws  of  their  variation.     And  here  I  first  inquire,  what  is 
currency  1     It  is  that  nominal  and  floating  standard,  by 
which  mankind  have  consented  to  measure  the  value  of 
their  commodities,  and  to  regulate  their  exchanges.     To 
discharge  these  functions,  it  must  first  be  durable,  so  as 
not  to  be  consumed  in  the  use ;  secondly,  it  ibust  be  porta* 
ble,  so  as  to  be  transferred  conveniently  from  place  to  place* 
as  the  uses  of  exchange  may  require ;  and,  thirdly,  it  must 
be  uniform  as  a  measure— by  which  I  mean  that  the  pro- 
portion between  the  currency  and  the  material  wealth  of  all 
countrieo  should  be  the  same ;  and,  to  be  a  perfect  measure 
of  value,  this  proportion  should  not. Only  be  invariable  in 
ail  places,  but  in  all  time,  from  age  to  age.     The  laA  de- 
sideratum, aa  to  uniformity  from  time  to  time^  has  never 
been  supplied  in  pcactice  or  even  saggested  in  theory ;  bat 
the  firet  requisites  are  to  be  found  but  in  one  medium— I 
■•an  the  precious  metals.     These»  sir,  are  highly  durable, 
are  porUble,  and  if  not  obstructed  in  their  flow  by  artifi- 
cial Tcgolations,  which  disturb  their  level,  their  proportion 
to  material  wealth  will  be  the  same  in  every  country,  b^ 
cause  the  supply  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  demand, 
and  as  there  would  be  most  demsnd  for  them  where  there 
was  most  material  wealth,  so  the  supply  would  abo  be 
greatest  in  those  places.     It  is  also  a  manifest  rrqui«te  ia 
currency,  that  it  should  exist  in  sufiicient  qusntitiea  to  be 
available  to  all  who  have  a  use  for  it,  and  doubts  have  beea 
expressed  as  to  the  existence  of  enough  of  the  predoos 
metals  for  the  uses  of  money.     But  these  I  have  alwi&ya 
thought  unfounded.     It  is  obvious  that,  from  time  to  time, 
even  if  the  quantity  remained  the  same,  it  would  appre« 
date  in  value  so  gradually  as  not  to  afiisot  the  mase  of  con« 
tracto  which  are  for  short  dates,  by  its  change  as  a  messure 
of  value.     And  if  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  were 
not  seriously  affected  by  the  change,  it  would  be  as  convex 
nient  to  use  a  half  ounce  of  silver  in  the  dollar  as  ooe 
ounce.     This  change  would  of  itself  present  the  means  of 


doubling  the  currency.     But  if  we  pot  this  out  of  tbe 
question,  we  have  the  facts  that  the  quantity  of  the  pvedoua 
metals  now  bestowed  on  ornamental  uses  in  Europe  and 
America,  is  supposed  to  exceed  the  gold  and  pilver  coinage 
of  those  countries  by  more  than  a  fourth,  and  that  the 
mines  are  constantly  pouring  in  new  supplies,  which  are 
capable  of  still  further  increase.      Take  these  facts  Into 
consideration,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
supply  of  these  metals  would  be  adequate  to  our  purpoesetf, 
if  Governmenta  would  abandon  their  contrivances  for  fur- 
nishing a  paper  money  currency.     The  generel  tendencry 
of  the  metallic  currency,  through  a  series  of  ages,  has 
been  to.  increase  somewhat  faster  than  the  material  weedtK 
of  the  world,   so  that  experience  would  here  seem    to 
support  me,  independently  of  theory.     This  very  circuni- 
stance  has  sometimes  operated  to  affect  seriously  thooe  con- 
tracts which  embmce  a  long  period  of  time  in  their  execQ- 
tion,  as  is  the  cose  in  some  of  the  Bnglish  leases.     But 
this  change  has  been  so  gradual,  that  the  great  mass  of  con- 
tracts, which  were  for  a  shorter  time,  have  been  adjusted 
by  this  measure  of  value  without  serious  ioeonvenlence. 
If  any  improvement  upon  this  metallic  currency  has  been 
suggested  in  modem  times,  it  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in 
some  such  expedient  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam  ; 
a  system  which,  upon  an  actual  deposite  of  specie,  iseuee  a 
Hke  amomit  of  paper,  for  the  actual  return  of  which  specie, 
upon  the  demand  of  the  bearer  of  the  paper,  the  faith  of 
the  State  is  pledged,  or  some  security,  equally  undoubted, 
is  given.     The  sd vantage  of  this  circulation  is,  that  it  va- 
ries  precisely  with  gold  and  silver  as  a  standard  of  value  ; 
that  it  saves  the  loss  bv  wear  of  these  metals,  and  renders 
them  in  effect  as  portable  as  paper. 
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If  tht.  Slate  Go«era«i«nto  wiU  have  a  paper  currency, 
thie  m  WMloubMHUy  the  lefiBat  nio4e  in  which  they  can  put 
it  foffUi.  But  a  paper  ounency  put  fonh  by  Government 
OBMj  othar  priocipie,  vtiU  always  have  the  uoforiunate 
ewct  of  coMUMiel^  changing  tbemeasure  of  value  by  which 
coutiaeta  are  to  he  adjueteii.  Bifl[erent  Governmenta  adopt 
dAraot  rolea  of  iMoe.  The  proportion  of  paper  currency 
to  naienal  weakh  is  different  in- each.  A  nuo  coulracts, 
expectuig  Co  deliver  by  one  standard^  and  owing  to  its 
change  is  forced  to  deliver  by  aoolhor.  Hf  receives,  per- 
haps ia  ounces  and  is  forced  to  retura  in  pounds.  This 
lojunotts  change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and  cred* 
ilor  leada  to  diaasUre  and  sufierings  so  often  witnessed  that 
I  seed  aot  depict  them.  Other  Governmenu  have  means  o( 
peUiatioc  the  avils  of  this  sudden  obaDge  in  the  measure  of 
value,  not  withio  our  moh.  When  a  demand  is  made  for 
a  suddeo  adjuaUnent  in  specie,  of  contracts  formed  under 
the  ezpccuiion  that  tbey  are  to  he  redeamed  in  paper, 
these  OowDoients  can,  and  always  do,  iateriere  to  prevent 
this  change  io  the  relations  between  debtor  and  creditor. 
They  make  the  paper  a  legal  tender  between  man  and  man. 
Indeed,  the  English  Government  seems  to  be  well  aware  of 
the  necesaity  of  making  paper  currency  a  Under,  after  it  is 
once  issued;  it  sees  so  clearly  that  contracts  will  always  be 
nnde  under  the  expectation  of  redeeauug  them  in  this  pa- 
per,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  force  their  adjust- 
ment in  specie^  *that  it  has  made  the  paper  of  the  Bauk  of 
England  a  legal  tender  by  a  standing  law  of  the  land. 
Here  wie  can  resort  to  no  such  expedient.  Nothing  but 
gdd  and  oiiver  can  be  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of  dif- 
fiBnence  whirh  no  American  statesman  should  lose  sight  of. 
"Wfaai  fail|r  ia  it,  then,  to  Introdoce  1^  legiiiation  a  staudasd 
^^*mmm  in  the  fermation  of  contracts,  which  can  always 
be  altered  by  the  creditor  at  bis  pleasure,  in  despite  of  (HMt 
laws  I  How  vast  and  complex  is  the  fraud  which  we  thus 
pndiae  «pon  our  citizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them 
to  centtac*  by  one  etawlard,  whilst  the  constitution  requires 
theni  to  pay  by  another !  If  a  law  were  passed  requiring 
evoj  man  who  bad  eootraeted  to  deliver  a  bushel  of  corn 
t»  deliv«r  two^  the  injusiioa  would  not  ba  greater,  nor  the 
■anthirf  nove,  than  oor  paper  currency  has  oiien  produced. 
Somudi,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  operation  of  our  banking 
system  upon  the  currency ;  let  uattaee  nowitaefiiBcUi  upon 
oedit. 

What  la  eaedit  1  and  what  is  the  real  law  which  regulatee 
iti  expanseon  and  contraction  1  Credit,  air,  is  the  contri- 
vance by  which  we  translate  future  reaonroas  to  our  preacnt 
use  and  employment;  or,  in  other  words,  it  aflbrds  the 
meana  hy  which  we  obtain  the  present  use  of  capital  by  a 
pledge  of  future  resourcea-^of  resources  which  exist  either 
in  mind  or  matter— of  resources  to  1*0  found,  sir,  either  in 
ear  skill  and  industry,  or  in  capacities  yet  to  be  developed 
ia  our  material  possessions.  The  fabric  of  credit  to  endure, 
sir,  must  reat  on  the  aoKd  rock  of  responsibility,  and  not 
upon  the  fleeting  sands  of  mere  confidence :  or,  sir,  if  I 
may  change  the  igore,  credit  is  the  venous  system  through 
which  the  stream  of  capital  flews,  to  visit  eveiy  part  of  the 
hody  pontic  with  iU  life-dispensing  power.  Disturb  for  a 
moment  the  free  and  natural  course  of  its  circulation,  and 
you  derange  ctery  function  of  social  life.  Leave  it  to  fol- 
low its  natural  oounsce,  and  it  will  quicken  anew  the  spirit 
•f  enterprise,  impart  more  vigor  to  the  arm  of  industry, 
«i^  (Kijiense  health  and  freshness  to  the  frame  and  spirit 
which  it  supports  and  vivifies. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  it  was  the  pledge  of  future  resour- 
ces for  the  present  use  of  existing  capital.  To  make  the 
opeiadon  beneficial,  this  pledge  must  be  upon  real  resour- 
«•;  so  that  the  borrower  may  not  only  return  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  capital  employed,  but  also  retain  a 
profit  for  himself.  If  his  employinent  returns  him  an 
emovnt  just  equal  to,  or  a  less  amount  than,  the  principal 
and  interest  of  this  capitsi,  there  is  a  clear  loss  to  soicioty 


of  bia  labor,  at  least,  and  perbapa  of  more.  It  is  manifest, 
then,  that  this  operation,  if  beneficial  to  society,  must  be 
founded  upon  real  resources,  and  new  capacities  for  pro- 
ducing weaJUi.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  capital  in 
the  world,  to  which  Government  cannot  add  by  any  of  its 
regulations.  This  is  all  which  can  be  distributed ;  and  if 
the  credit  system  exists  in  a  sound  condition,  this  capital 
will  be  distributed  between  the  diiferent  parts  of  the  world, 
and  amongst  diflercnt  individuals  in  society,  in  the  relative 
proportion  of  their  comparative  resourceii.  That  country 
which  can  give  most  for  the  use  of  capital  will  be  first  sup- 
plied, accorUiug  to  the  laws  of  trade ;  and  any  community 
which,  directly  or  indirectly,  gets  possession  of  more  capi- 
tal than  its  relative  resources  entitle  it  to  enjoy,  receives  it 
upon  the  terms  of  paying  for  the  use  of  more  capital  than 
it  can  advantageously  employ.  Thi?,  sir,  could  never  bo 
the  case  if  Government  were  not  to  interfere ;  but,  unhap- 
pily for  mankind,  it  too  often  happens  that  a  Government, 
under  the  vain  hope  of  benefiting  ibi  people,  pursues  a  sys- 
tem of  measures  which  disturbs  the  natural  level  of  capital. 
For  an  insuuice  of  this,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  currency 
operation  of  our  banking  system.  I  have  shown,  sir,  the 
operation  of  this  system  has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  in  which  it  exists,  far  beyond  the 
basis  of  the- metallic,  wbioll  is  the  currency  of  the  world. 
The  nominal  amount  of  money  is  increased,  aud  its  real 
value  diminished.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  two  dollars 
represent  the  same  amount  of  the  necessaries  of  lite  which 
were  formerly  represented  by  one.  The  capital  which  is 
borrowed  at  this  nominal  rise  in  its  money  price,  must  be 
returned  when  the  nominal  price  falls,  and  the  real  value  is 
raised.  In  other  words,  the  community  which  borrowed 
in  half  dollars  must  return  in  dolUrs.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious,  The  credit  system  of  any  country,  when  it  is 
sound,  rises  or  falls  with  its  relative  resources.  'J 'his  is 
the  true  and  single  kiw  of  its  valuation.  But  Government 
interposes  and  alters  tbe.measure  of  value.  It  doubles,  for 
instance,  tho  proportion  between  the  paper  currency  an^ 
the  material  wealth  of  the  country,  by  forcing  every  addi- 
tion made  to  credit,  through  the  banks,  to  produce  a  like 
addition  in  currency.  The  country,  then,  which  has  few- 
est resources  in  comparison  with  others,  may  have  the 
largest  nominal  credit  system,  on  account  of  the  inordi- 
nate expaueioQ  of  the  standard  by  which  its  value  is  meas- 
ured. 

The  credit  system  being  thus  expanded,  let  us  look  for 
a  mo'ment  into  the  mode  of  redeeming  the  obligations  thus 
incurred.  This  debt  can  only  be  discharged  by  a  system 
of  exchange,  under  which  one  debt  is  made  to  oflset  anoth- 
er, so  as  to  vave  the  necessity  for  currency  ;  or  else  by  re- 
deeming the  obligations  in  money.  8o  far  as  the  cx^ 
changes  adjust, the  balances  due  on  a  certain  day  through- 
out the  county,  the  operation  is  beneficial ;  and  the  rela- 
tions between  debtor  and  creditor  are  not  ruinously  aflcct- 
ed,  notwithstanding  the  inflation  of  the  currency.  But  in 
this  diseased  state  of  ofiQairs,  the  operation  of  the  conver- 
sion of  that  portion  of  the  credit  system  which  must  be  re- 
deemed by  money  is  tenible.  The  obligations  were  con- 
tracted upon  the  paper  standard,  but  they  must  be  re- 
deemed in  specie,  if  the  creditor  chooses  to  demsnd  it,  and 
this  he  will  do,  if  the  paper  currency  exceeds  its  just  pro- 
portions, because,  then  it  will  be  to  his  interest  to  exact 
this  modo  of  adjusting  contracts.  So  far,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  endeavored  to  prove  to  this  committee  that 
our  banking  system  produces,  first,  an  unjuet  distribution 
of  capital  between  the  dificrent  sections  of  the  same  coun- 
try and  the  different  classes  of  the  same  society  ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  the  connexion  which  it  instituted  between  cur- 
rency and  credit  caufcd  them  both  to  expand  and  contract, 
according  to  laws  dififerent  from  those  which  nature  had 
prescribed  for  their  regulation.  If  I  have  been  Puccessful 
in  my  eftbrt,  I  have  shown  that  these  clfects  must  flow 
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from  ibe  very  laws  of  their  creation,  and  that  this  wob  the 
original  sin  of  them  both. 

I  know,  air,  that  some  advantages  have  also  resulted 
from  their  operation,  but  none,  in  my  opinion,  which  com- 
pensate for  these  evils.  The  advantage  of  adjusting  the 
balances  due  under  the  credit  system,  by  exchange  or  off- 
set, so  as  to  avoid  a  direct  result  to  currency,  is  immense ; 
and  it  is  true  that  a  large  capital  is  necessary  for  this  busi- 
ness. Ft  is  necessary,  because  the  greater  the  variety  of 
exchanges  commanded  by  any  one  institution,  the  gTfeater 
the  facility  for  ofl&etting  the  one  debt  against  another. 
The  limit  to  this  advantage  is  only  to  be  found  when  the 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  this  way,  by  any  one  insti- 
tution, is  s)  great  as  to  preclude  competition.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Baring,  however,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  English  merchants,  when  examined  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  that  the 
important  business  of  exchange  could  be  effected  more 
readily  through  private  dealers  than  by  banking  institu- 
tions ;  and  there  seem  to  exist  strong  reasons  for  his  opin- 
ion. Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  and  let  us  suppose,  for 
argument*s  sake,  that  in  a  young  country  like  ours  we  can 
only  raise  capital  enough  to  deal  in  exchanges,  domestic 
and  foreign,  by  means  of  corporations,  still  I  maintnin,  sir, 
that  those  corporations  should  be  single  in  their  end  and 
aim.  They  bhoutd  be  confined  to  the  business  of  dealing 
in  exchanges,  and  all  power  of  issue  should  be  denied 
them.  If  the  banking  system  of  this  country  is  ever  te- 
forned,  the  change  must  be  conducted  in  that  spirit  of  an- 
alysis which  has  effected  most  of  the  modem  reforms  in 
science.  '  If  currency  be  the  object  of  the  constitution,  t 
have  already  intimated  the  model  upon  which  I  think  it 
should  be  moulded.  If  the  regulation  of  exchange  and 
the  diffusion  of  loanable  capital  be  the  object,  the  institu- 
tion should  be  confined  to  this  end  alone.  A  currency 
bank  should  exist  for  currency  alone,  without  the  power 
to  discount;  and  a  bank  of  discount  should  be  confined  to 
that  purpose  without  the  power  to  issue,  l^he  true  serret, 
I  believe,  sir,  of  regulating  the  machinery  of  corporations 
so  that  it  shall  work  the  precise  end  intended  for  it,  and 
no  ether,  is  to  create  them  with  a  single  purpose,  upon 
which  they  will  then  be  sure  to  move.  But,  sir,  unite  in 
them  incompatible  functiona,  and  you  are  apt  to  introduce 
a  complexity  into  their  operations,  which  will  oflen  pro- 
duce rosults  entirely  unexpected  at  their  creation,  and  con- 
trary to  the  public  good. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  history  of  our  system  of  paper 
currency  connected  with  creiitt,  as  we  have  instituted  that 
connexion,  would  illustrate  the  truth  of  my  views,  if  there 
were  time  to  enter  into  this  inquiry.  I  wilt  not  raise  an 
issue  of  fact,  however,  when  my  purpose  is  satisfied  by 
dehliug  with  tint  principles.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  early  struggle  between  the  colonies  of  IVTassa- 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  for  the  field  of  circulation 
which  each  was  endeavoring  exclusively  to  occupy  with 
its  paper  issues ;  a  contest  which  waxed  so  warm  as  to 
make  a  reference  of  their  disputes  to  the  Crown  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  peace.  Neither  will  I  occupy  the 
committee  with  the  history  of  that  continental  money, 
whose  improvident  issue  was  said  by  one  who  both  felt 
and  knew  its  consequences,  to  have  caused  more  real  suf- 
fering than  all  the  complicated  horrors  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Bid  time  permit,  I  might  well  pause,  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  to  the  inevitable  tendencies  of  our  bank- 
ing system,  the  wide-spread  derangement  of  oar  currency 
and  credit,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during 
the  war,  until  1819,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
itself  was  perhaps  only  saved  from  a  like  catastrophe  by 
the  Auspension  of  a  Treasury  draft.  Yes,  sir,  and  for  con- 
firmation almost  as  strong  as  proof  of  holy  writ  itself,  I 
might  turn  from  that  period  to  this.  In  a  time  of  pro- 
found |*eace,  when  the  mighty  energies  of  tho  Americtn 


people  were  tasking  themselves  to  their  ntmoat  opon  the 
finest  theatre  for  exertion  which  any  people  ever  enjoyed, 
we  have  seen  their  eareer  suddenly  stayed,  and  the  arm  of 
enterprise  itself  fblded  in  the  moamful  contmaplation  of 
the  ruhu  of  the  prostrate  system  of  credit;  a  hhne  vrbich 
fell,  sir,  as  I  before  observed,  because  it  was  founded,  not 
on  the  solid  lock  of  responsibility,  but  upon  the  Heetin^ 
sands  of  a  mere  confidence— a  false  confidence  engender- 
ed,  sir,  by  those  very  institutions  which  were  relied  upon 
as  the  pillars  of  the  edifice. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  not  be  misonderstood. 
I  do  not  war  upon  existing  institutions,  but  with  the  poKcy 
whirh  gave  them  birth.  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  Ibis 
community  to  encourage  a  violation  of  these  vested  rights. 
Neither  do  I  blame  individuals,  sir,  for  entering  teto  em* 
ployments  to  which  the  policy  of  tiieir  State  Governv*eiit 
invited  them.  I  have  no  desire  either  to  return  suddenly 
from  one  measure  of  value  to  anther,  so  as  to  disturb  the 
relations  between  debtor  and  creditor.  I  go  for  reform, 
sir,  not  for  revolution.  I  wish  to  see  a  change  of  policy, 
it  is  true ;  I  care  not  bow  gradual  it  be^  so  the  prospect  <^ 
reform  be  certain.  As  one  of  the  means  of  ef&cting  this 
gradual  reform,  I  propose  a  divoree  between  this  Govern- 
mr«t  and  all  banks.  I  propose  it,  sir,  as  a  roeasare  re- 
quired by  public  interest,  and  ultimately  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  The  depositee  of  public  money,  upon 
which  these  institutions  trade,  and  the  credit  given  to  their 
paper  by  means  of  its  receipt  in  pobBc  dues,  only  serves 
to  stimulate  an  action  already  false  in  its  natnre,  and  tends 
but  to  hasten  the  round  of  expansion  and  contracUon  which 
they  are  ever  performing.  In  that  point  of  view  the  con- 
nexion is  injurious  alike  to  the  Gevemment,  the  people, 
and  the  banks.  Upon  every  oceaeion  in  which  this  con- 
nexion has  existed  with  the  State  benks,  we  have  seen  it 
result  in  a  general  explosion  of  tlie  credit,  system.  I  be- 
lieve no  one  doobto  but  that  this  connexion  hastened  the 
late  catastrophe,  which  furnished  ttie  occasion  for  (he  late 
call  of  Congress.  The  receipt  of  bank  paper  in  payment 
of  public  duee  increases  its  crsdit,  and  extends  iu  ciioohb' 
tion.  The  amount  of  paper  curvencj  adCeessry  for  bmId- 
ing  all  the  payments  required  in  collecting  and  diebuning 
the  public  revenue,  ie  edded  to  the  natural  circulation  H 
the  hanks,  and  has  no  other  iMsis  than  the  confidence  that 
it  will  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues.-  As 
this  revenue  expands  and  contracts,  so  thai  portion  of  the 
currency  increaaes  or  diminishes.  Whilst  the  surplus 
revenue  was  collecting,  this  dreulation  increased  upon  that 
credit:  it  increased,  too,  from  the  use  of  the  depositee  up- 
on which  they  traded ;  and  when  the  surplus  and  annual 
revenues  of  the  Government  were  being  distributed,  and 
diminished,  a  portion  of  this  currency  wee  drawn  from  the 
field  of  circulation ;  and,  being  no  longer  useful,  its  con- 
version was  sought  in  specie.  Here  is  the  unhappy  and 
fruitful  cause  of  fiuctuation  in  credit  and  currency,  which 
must  always  exist  under  a  connexion  between  Government 
and  bank.  There  were  doubtless  other  oausee  glowing 
out  of  that  connexion,  which  tended  to  hasten  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  I  throw  them  out  of  considera- 
tion! however,  because  they  do  not  enter  icto  the  general 
question,  and  take  only  those  consequence,  which  neces- 
sarily flow  from  a  connexion  between  bank  and  Govern- 
ment under  any  circumstances;  and,  having  shown  iLe 
inluiy  which  they  work  to  the  bank,  I  turn  to  their  oper- 
ations upon  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government :  when 
this  violent  rupture  of  the  ties  which  bind  them  together 
takes  place,  the  Government  is  forced  either  to  take  depre- 
ciated paper,  or  to  demend  specie.  If  they  take  the  first 
alternative,  they  give  a  bounty  to  each  Slate  to  depreciate 
its  paper,  to  lower  its  taxes,  and  duties  become  no  longer 
uniform.  If  they  choose  the  latter  alternative,  they  find 
that  its  operation  is  to  raise  the  taxes  upon  the  people  pre- 
cisely at  the  time  when  they  era  least  able  to  encounter  on 
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increase  of  expenditure.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  con- 
nexion had  never  existed,  the  banks  would  have  been  better 
able  to  meet  their  engagementa,  because  their  circulation 
would  have  been  more  limited  and  more  justly  proportioned 
to  the  wants  of  trade.  The  operation,  too,  would  have 
kept  enough  of  specie  in  circulation  to  have  met  the  de- 
mands of  GovemmerJ,  and  to  have  afforded  a  rallying 
point  to  the  banks  when  any  sudden  emergency  created  an 
unexpected  demand  for  specie.  If  I  have  shown,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  this  connexion  injures  both  bank  and  State, 
I  need  not  state  the  obvious  consequence,  that  whatever 
injures  either  the  banks  or  the  Government,  injures  the 
people  also.  Bui  my  colleague  seems  to  suppose  that  this 
Government  can  find  tlie  means  of  regulating  the  opera- 
tions of  these  banks,  and  of  producing,  through  them,  a 
■onnder  currency.  His  projet  supposes  a  system  of  re- 
wards  and  punishments,  through  the  fiscal  action  of  this 
Government,  which  is  so  to  control  the  banks  as  to  effect 
thia  salulary  end.  I  will  not  revert  to  those  views  which 
1  have  just  given,  to  show  that  this  expectaUon  is  false  in 
theory ;  nor  will  I  pause  to  die  to  him  the  opinion  of 
Secretary  Dallns,  who,  after  a  long  experience,  in  1816, 
pronounced  this  hope  to  be  impracticable ;  much  less  would 
1  cite  to  him  as  authority  my  own  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
I  wUI  take  his  position  as  true,  for  argument's  sake;  and 
then  I  would  ask  my  honorable  colleague  how  it  is  that, 
flunking  with  me  that  this  Gbv^rnn-ent  cannot  charter  an 
matitution  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  currencv,  still  he 
will  maintain  its  right  to  buy  up  the  corporations  of  the 
btates,  and  regulate  their  chartered  functions  so  as  to  con- 
trol the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  this  country  T 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  as  I  object  to  the  connexion 
between  this  Government  and  the  banks,  on  account  of  the 
dtaturbing  causes  which  I  think  it  intrf»dttces  into  the  ac- 
tion of  the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  countiy,  I 
have  another  objection  still  more  powerful.  I  never  wish 
to  aee  the  banks  converted  into  political  engines  again.  Of 
all  the  enormous  additions  which  have  been  made  to  Ex- 
ecutive patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  ito  connexion 
witJi  the  State  banks  aa  the  most  fearful.  The  army  of 
officeholders,  though  you  should  count  them  as  100,000 
strong,  would  confer  not  half  the  power  upon  the  Execu- 
tive which  the  possession  of  the  State  banks  i^ould  give  to 
him.  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to  be  worked 
by  his  hands;  give  him  the  control  over  the  exchanges  and 
CTrrency  of  the  country ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank 
favors,  and  If  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  personal 
advancement,  he  would  scorn  your  title  of  king,  and  your 
gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the  offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his 
abaolule  authority  wlthoat  them.  If  the  choice  of  means 
were  given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain  his 
power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said  to  be  the  nat- 
ural support  of  the  crown,  but  he  would  ask  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  corporations,  wielding  the  money  power  of  the 
whole  countiy.  He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tiona  might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be  invisible,  and 
whose  march  upon  their  purpose  could  only  be  diverted  by 
that  impulse  of  interest  which  he  alone  could  regulate. 
Give  him  tlieae,  sir,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
armies  and  your  orders  of  nobility  as  cumbrous  devices,  un- 
worthy of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit  of  modem  deapotisin. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always  regarded  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State  in  this  country  as  a  conjuncture 
most  ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money  to 
buy  up  the  State  banks  tor  the  tise  of  this  Government,  or 
of  its  Executive  branch,  and  you  at  once  convert  them  into 
political  engines,  you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of 
their  own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people  under  the 
dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate  influences.  Endow  a 
moneyed  corporation  with  the  functions  of  Government, 
and  you  behold  at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ; 
gnd  the  biatory  of  huoi«ii  suffering  and  of  East  Indian  op- 


pression is  not  silent  upon  this  subject.     You  may  place 
the  worst  of  men  in  authority,  and  he  will  have  some  touch 
of  human  feeling.     Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation. 
It  deliberates  in  secret;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a  major- 
ity, with  no  sense  of  personal  and  individual  responsibility 
at  the  bar  of  public  opinion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  sin- 
gle impulse  of  interest.     You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for 
the  present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  action  m 
mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence  of  feeling  or  of 
soul.     I  protest,  then,  sir,  against  any  attempt  to  bind  the 
moneyed  corporations  to  one  government,  and  by  one  com- 
mon political  purpose.     I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connexion  between  bank  and  State,  and, 
perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  required  of  me  to  auggest 
some  better  plan  for  the  custody  of  the  pul>lie  treasure.    It 
the  selection  were  left  to  me,  sir,  I  should  adopt  the  plan 
of  special  deposites.     The  General  Government  should  lie 
independent  of  the  banks  as  to  the  medium  in  which  its 
revenues  are  collected,  and  banks  would  be  independent 
of  the  Government  when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  privilege  of  trading 
upon  the  public  deposites.     If  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  effected  by  giving  the  banks  a  fair  compenaatton  for 
keeping  the  public  money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  shovM  much  prefer 
it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.      The  pecuniary  responsibility  would  be  greater 
than  that  of  individual  collectors,  and  ita  custody  of  the 
public  revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.     But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  meane  which  this  plan 
would  afford  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  public  money,  if  at  any  time  there  wan 
cause  to  suspect  either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.     I  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee, 
however,  with  the  details  of  a  scheme  which  I  shall  not 
propose  by  way  of  amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present.  I  should  greatly 
prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  thia  basis  to  the  one 
now  liefore  us ;  but  I  give  to  that  the  decided  fireference 
over  the  other  alternatives,  of  a  United  States  Bank,  or  the 
connexion  between  the  Government  and  the  State  banke. 
Doubtless,  thete  will  be  difl^culties  attendant  upon  any 
scheme  for  regulating  the  custody  of  the  pul*Kc  revenue. 
The  money  power,  in  all  ita  combinations,  presents  the  most 
difBcuIt  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Government. 
But  we  must  choose  the  best  plan  within  our  reach.     It 
is  idle  to  expect  perfection  in  a  system  of  finance.     I  go, 
sir,  fur  the  great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further  than  by  the 
expres-'ton  of  a  preference  for  them  over  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State.     In  that  comparison,  I  have  satia- 
fied  myself  that  it  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage, 
as  its  opponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its  ten* 
dency  will  l>e  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
Ir,  in  fact,  diminishes  the  Executive  patronage  by  a  larger 
amount  than  any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  thia 
Government.     It  subtracta  the  entire  amount  of  bank  pat- 
ronage fiom  the  Executive,  and,  in  comparison  with  this, 
the  few  additional  ofllicers  to  be  created  are  as  nothing. 
How  is  this  bill,  sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  1     They  will  be  afraid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  speeie  to  be  paid  for  public  duea. 
This  objection,  sir,  is  more  specious  than  valid.  The  quar- 
terly receipts  of  thia  Government  will  range  from  aix  tA 
eight  millions.     The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under  this  bill, 
would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  I  am 
informed  that  a  far  leas  sum  would  sufiSce,  as  the  public 
money  is  paid  out  nearly  as  fast  as  it  cornea  in.     Is  it  to 
be  supposed,  sir,  that  the  eight  hundred  hanka  of  thia  couii«- 
try  could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if  they  were  ready 
in  other  respects  for  the  resumption  of  apecie  payments  1 
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from  the  very  laws  of  their  creation,  and  that  this  was  the 
original  sin  of  them  both. 

I  know,  sir,  that  some  advantages  have  also  resulted 
from  their  operation,  but  none,  in  my  opinion,  which  com- 
pensate for  these  evils.  The  advantage  of  adjusting  the 
balances  due  under  the  credit  system,  by  exchange  or  off- 
set, so  as  to  avoid  a  direct  result  to  currency,  is  immense ; 
and  it  is  true  that  a  large  capital  is  necessary  for  this  busi- 
ness. Ft  is  necessary,  because  the  greater  the  variety  of 
exchanges  commanded  by  any  one  institution,  the  g?bater 
the  facility  for  of&etting  the  one  debt  against  another. 
The  limit  to  this  advantage  is  only  to  be  found  when  the 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  this  way,  by  any  one  insti- 
tution, is  so  great  as  to  preclude  competition.  It  was  the 
Qpinion  of  Mr.  Baring,  however,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  English  merchants,  when  examined  before  a  com- 
mittee of  ihe  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  that  the 
important  business  of  exchange  could  be  effected  more 
readily  through  private  dealers  than  by  banking  institu- 
tions ;  and  there  seem  to  exist  strong  reasons  for  his  opin- 
ion. Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  and  let  us  suppose,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  in  a  young  country  like  ours  we  can 
only  raise  capital  enough  to  deal  in  exchanges,  domestic 
and  foreign,  by  means  of  corporations,  still  I  maintnin,  sir, 
that  those  corporations  should  be  single  in  their  end  and 
aim.  They  should  be  confined  to  the  business  of  dealing 
in  exchanges,  and  all  power  of  issue  should  be  denied 
them.  If  the  banking  system  of  this  country  is  ever  re- 
formed, the  change  must  be  conducted  in  that  spirit  of  an- 
alysis which  has  effected  most  of  the  modem  reforms  in 
science.  '  If  currency  be  the  object  of  the  constitution,  t 
have  already  intimated  the  model  upon  which  I  think  it 
should  be  moulded.  If  the  regulation  of  exchange  and 
the  diffusion  of  loanable  capital  be  the  object,  the  institu- 
tion should  be  confined  to  this  end  alone.  A  currency 
bank  should  exist  for  currency  alone,  without  the  power 
to  discount;  and  a  bank  of  discount  should  be  confined  to 
that  purpose  without  the  power  to  issue.  The  true  secret, 
I  believe,  sir,  of  regulating  the  machinery  of  corporations 
so  that  it  shall  work  the  precise  end  intended  for  It,  and 
no  ether,  is  to  create  them  with  a  single  purpose,  upon 
which  they  will  then  be  sure  to  move.  But,  sir,  unite  in 
them  incompatible  functions,  and  you  are  apt  to  introduce 
a  complexity  into  their  operations,  which  will  often  pro- 
duce results  entirely  unexpected  at  their  creation,  and  con- 
trary to  the  public  good. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  history  of  our  system  of  paper 
currency  connected  with  credit,  as  we  have  instituted  that 
connexion,  would  illustrate  the  truth  of  my  views,  if  there 
were  time  to  enter  into  this  inquiry.  I  will  not  raise  an 
idsue  of  fact,  however,  when  my  purpose  is  saUsfled  by 
dehliug  with  first  principles.  T  will  not  enter  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  early  struggle  between  the  colonies  of  UTassa- 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  for  the  field  of  circulation 
which  each  was  endeavoring  exclusively  to  occupy  with 
its  paper  issues ;  a  contest  which  waxed  so  warm  as  to 
make  a  reference  of  their  disputes  to  the  Crown  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  peace.  Neither  will  I  occupy  the 
committee  with  the  history  of  that  continental  money, 
whose  improvident  issue  was  said  by  one  who  both  felt 
and  knew  its  consequences,  to  have  caused  more  real  suf- 
fering than  all  the  complicated  horrors  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Did  time  permit,  I  might  well  pause,  for  the 
purpose  oi  tracing  to  the  inevitable  tendencies  of  our  bank- 
ing system,  the  wide-spread  derangement  of  oar  currency 
and  credit,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during 
the  war,  until  1819,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
itself  was  perhaps  only  saved  from  a  like  catastrophe  by 
the  suspension  of  a  Treasury  draft.  Yes,  sir,  and  for  con- 
firmation almost  as  strong  as  proof  of  holy  writ  itself,  I 
might  turn  from  that  period  to  this.  In  a  time  of  pro« 
found  [lecftce,  when  the  mighty  energies  of  the  Americau 


people  were  tasking  themselves  to  their  ntmoel  upon  the 
finest  theatre  for  exertion  which  any  people  ever  enjoyed, 
we  have  seen  their  eareer  suddenly  sttyed,  and  the  arm  of 
enterprise  itself  folded  in  the  moomfol  contemplation  of 
the  ruhis  of  the  prostrate  system  of  credit;  a  ftibric  which 
fell,  sir,  as  I  before  observed,  because  it  was  founded,  not 
on  the  solid  rock  of  responaibility,  but  upon  the  fleeting 
sands  of  a  mere  confidenee— a  false  confidence— engender- 
ed,  sir,  by  those  very  institutions  which  were  relied  upon 
as  the  pillars  of  the  edifice. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  not  be  misanderstood. 
I  do  not  war  upon  existing  institutions,  but  with  the  poKcy 
which  gave  them  birth.  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  Ibis 
community  to  encourage  ft  violation  of  these  vested  rights. 
Neither  do  I  blame  individuals,  sir,  for  entering  into  em- 
ployments to  which  the  policy  of  their  State  Government 
invited  them.  I  have  no  desire  either  to  return  suddenly 
from  one  measure  of  value  to  another,  so  as  to  disturb  the 
relations  between  debtor  and  creditor.  I  go  for  reform, 
sir,  not  for  revolution.  I  wish  to  see  a  change  of  policy, 
it  is  true ;  I  care  not  bow  graikial  it  be,  so  the  prospect  of 
reform  be  certain.  As  one  of  the  means  of  effecting  this 
gradual  reform,  I  propose  a  divoree  between  this  Oovern- 
mc«t  and  all  banks.  I  propose  it,  sir,  as  a  measure  re- 
quired by  public  interest,  and  nltimateiy  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  The  depositee  of  public  money,  upon 
which  these  institutions  trade,  and  the  credit  given  to  their 
paper  by  means  of  its  receipt  in  public  dues,  only  serves 
to  stimulate  an  itttion  already  false  in  its  natnre,  and  tends 
but  to  hasten  the  round  of  expansion  and  contraction  which 
they  are  ever  performing.  In  that  point  of  view  the  con- 
nexion is  injurious  alike  to  the  Goveriunent,  the  people, 
and  the  banks.  Upon  every  occasion  in  which  this  con- 
nexion has  existed  with  the  State  banks,  we  have  seen  it 
result  in  a  general  explosion  of  the  credit,  system.  I  be- 
lieve no  one  doubts  but  that  this  connexinn  haalenfld  the 
late  catastrophe,  which  furnished  ttis  occasion  for  |he  late 
call  of  Congress.  The  receipt  of  fashk  paper  in  paymcM 
of  public  dues  increases  its  credit,  and  extends  its  ciicohb' 
lion.  The  amount  of  paper  currency  accessary  for  bmId- 
ing  all  the  payments  re<|aired  in  collecting  and  disbuning 
the  public  revenue,  is  added  to  the  naUifsl  circnUtion  of 
the  Imnks,  and  has  no  other  basis  than  the  confidence  that 
it  will  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues.*  As 
this  revenue  expands  and  oontracts,  so  this  portion  of  the 
currency  increases  or  diminishes.  Whilst  the  surplus 
revenue  was  collecting,  this  circulation  increased  upon  that 
credit :  it  increased,  too,  from  the  use  of  the  depoaites  Ujp- 
on  which  they  traded ;  and  when  the  surplus  and  annuid 
revenues  of  the  Government  were  being  distributed,  and 
diminished,  a  portion  of  this  currency  was  drawn  from  the 
field  of  circulation ;  and,  lieing  no  longer  4iseful,  its  con- 
version was  sought  in  specie.  Here  is  the  unhappy  and 
fruitful  cause  of  fluctuation  in  credit  and  currency,  which 
must  always  exist  under  a  connexion  between  Government 
and  bank.  There  were  doubtless  other  causes  glowing 
out  of  that  connexion,  which  tended  to  hasten  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  I  throw  them  out  of  considera- 
tion, however,  because  they  do  not  enter  into  the  general 
question,  and  take  only  those  consequence  which  neces- 
sarily fiow  from  a  connexion  between  bank  and  Govern- 
ment under  any  circumstances;  afid»  having  shown  the 
in^'ury  which  they  work  to  the  bank,  I  turn  to  their  oper- 
ations upon  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government :  when 
this  violent  rupture  of  the  ties  which  bind  them  together 
takes  place,  the  Government  is  forced  either  to  take  depre- 
ciated paper,  or  to  demand  specie.  If  they  take  the  fijvt 
alternative,  they  give  a  bounty  to  each  State  to  depreciate 
its  paper,  to  lower  its  taxes,  and  duties  become  no  longer 
uniform.  If  they  choose  the  Latter  alternative,  they  find 
that  its  operation  is  to  raise  the  taxes  upon  the  people  pre- 
cisely at  the  time  when  they  are  least  able  to  encounter  on 
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increase  of  expenditure.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  con- 
nexion had  never  exiatcd,  the  banks  would  have  been  better 
able  to  meet  thcfr  engagementa,  because  their  circulation 
would  have  been  more  limited  and  more  justly  proportioned 
to  the  wants  of  trade.  The  operation,  too,  would  have 
kept  enough  of  specie  in  circulation  to  have  met  the  de- 
mands of  GovernroenJ,  and  to  have  afforded  a  rallying 
point  to  the  banks  when  any  sudden  emergency  created  an 
onexpccted  demand  for  specie.  If  I  have  shown,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  this  connexion  injures  both  bank  and  Stale, 
T  need  not  state  the  obvious  consequence,  that  whatever 
injures  either  the  banks  or  the  Government,  injures  the 
l^ople  also.  Buf  my  colleague  seems  to  suppose  that  this 
Government  can  find  the  means  of  regulating  the  opera- 
tions of  these  banks,  and  of  producing,  through  them,  • 
sounder  currency.  His  projet  supposes  a  system  of  re- 
jrarda  aud  punishments,  through  the  fiscal  action  of  this 
Government,  which  is  so  to  control  the  banks  as  to  effect 
tbia  salutary  end.  I  will  not  revert  to  those  views  which 
I  have  just  given,  to  show  that  this  expectation  is  false  in 
theory ;  nor  will  I  pause  t«  cite  to  him  the  opinion  of 
Secretary  Dallas,  who,  after  a  long  experience,  in  1816, 
pronounced  this  hope  to  be  impracticable ;  much  less  would 
I  cite  to  him  as  authority  my  own  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
I  wdl  take  his  pontion  as  true,  for  argument's  sake ;  and 
then  I  would  ask  my  honorable  colleague  how  it  is  that, 
fbinking  with  me  that  this  Government  cannot  charter  an 
institution  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  currencv,  still  he 
will  maintain  its  right  to  buy  up  the  corporations  of  the 
States,  and  regulate  their  chartered  functions  so  as  to  con- 
trol the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  this  country  T 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  as  I  object  tu  the  connexion 
between  this  Government  and  the  banks,  on  account  of  the 
disturbing  causes  which  I  think  ft  introduces  into  the  ac- 
tion of  the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  countty,  I 
have  another  objection  still  more  powerful.  I  never  wish 
to  see  the  banks  converted  into  political  engines  again.  Of 
all  the  enormous  additions  which  have  been  made  to  Ex- 
ecutive patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  iU  connexion 
with  the  State  banks  aa  the  most  fearful.  The  army  of 
officeholders,  though  you  should  count  them  as  100,000 
strong,  would  confer  not  half  the  power  upon  the  Execu- 
tive which  the  possession  of  the  State  banks  would  give  to 
him.^  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to  be  worked 
by  hia  hands ;  give  him  the  control  over  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  country ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank 
fevors,  and  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  per«oiial 
advancement,  he  would  scorn  your  title  of  king,  and  your 
gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the  offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his 
absolute  authority  withoyt  them.  If  the  choice  of  means 
were  given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain  his 
power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said  to  be  the  nat- 
ural support  of  the  crown,  but  ho  would  ask  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  corporations,  wielding  the  money  power  of  the 
whole  country.  He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tions might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be  invisible,  and 
whose  march  upon  their  purpose  could  only  be  diverted  by 
that  impulse  of  interest  which  he  alone  could  regulate. 
Give  him  these,  sir,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
armj^^s  and  your  orders  of  nobility  as  cumbrous  devices,  un- 
worthy of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit  of  modem  despotism. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always  regarded  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State  in  this  country  as  a  conjuncture 
iQoat  ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money  to 
buy  up  the  Stale  banks  tor  the  Use  of  (his  Government,  or 
of  its  Executive  branch,  and  you  at  once  convert  them  into 
political  engines,  you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of 
their  own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people  under  the 
dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate  influences.  Endow  a 
moneyed  corporation  with  the  functions  of  Government, 
and  you  behold  at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ; 
»d4  th?  b'lBtory  of  hamao  suffering  and  of  East  Indian  op- 


pression is  not  silent  upon  this  subject.  You  may  place 
the  worst  of  men  in  authority,  and  be  will  have  some  touch 
of  human  feeling.  Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation. 
It  deliberates  in  secret;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a  major- 
ity, with  no  sense  of  personal  and  individual  responsibility 
at  the  bar  of  public  opinion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  sin- 
gle impulse  of  interest  You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for 
the  present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  action  w 
mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence  of  feeling  or  of 
soul.  I  protest,  then,  sir,  against  any  attempt  to  Mnd  the 
moneyed  corporations  to  one  government,  and  by  one  com- 
mon political  purpose.  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connexion  between  benk  and  State,  and, 
perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  required  of  me  to  suggest 
some  better  plan  for  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  It 
the  selection  were  left  to  me,  sir,  I  should  adopt  the  plan 
of  special  deposites.  The  General  Government  should  he 
independent  of  the  banks  as  to  the  medium  in  which  its 
revenues  are  collected,  and  banks  would  be  independent 
of  the  Government  when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  privilege  of  trading 
upon  the  public  deposites.  If  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  effected  by  giving  the  banks  a  fair  compensation  for 
keeping  the  public  money,  at  thto  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  shonM  much  prefer 
it  to  the  schema  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  pecuniary  responsibility  would  be  greater 
than  that  of  individual  collectors,  and  ita  custody  of  the 
public  revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  which  this  plan 
would  afford  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  public  money,  if  at  any  time  there  waa 
cause  to  suspect  either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  I  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee, 
however,  with  the  details  of  a  acheme  which  I  shall  not 
propose  by  way  of  amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present.  I  should  greatly 
prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  this  basis  to  the  one 
now  liefore  us ;  but  I  give  to  that  the  decided  preference 
over  the  other  alternatives,  of  a  United  States  Bank,  or  the 
connexion  between  the  Government  and  the  State  banks. 
Doubtless,  thete  will  be  difBculties  attendant  upon  any 
scheme  for  regulating  the  custody  of  the  pui'lic  revenue. 
The  money  power,  in  all  its  combinations,  presents  the  most 
difficult  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Government. 
But  we  must  choose  the  best  plan  within  our  reach.  It 
is  idle  to  expect  perfection  in  a  system  of  finaf»ce.  F  go, 
sir,  fur  the  great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further  than  by  the 
expression  of  a  preference  for  them  over  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State.  In  that  comparison,  I  have  satis- 
fied myself  that  it  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage, 
as  ita  opponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  ita  ten- 
dency will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
It,  in  fact,  diminishes  the  Executive  patronage  by  a  larger 
amount  than  any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this 
Government.  It  subtracta  the  entire  amount  of  bank  pat- 
ronage fiom  the  Executive,  and,  in  comparison  with  this, 
the  few  additional  officers  to  be  created  are  as  nothing. 
How  is  this  bill,  sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
paymento  by  the  banks  1  They  will  be  afraid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for  public  dues. 
This  objection,  sir,  is  more  specious  than  valid.  The  quar- 
terly receipta  of  this  Government  will  range  from  six  to 
eight  millions.  The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under  this  bill, 
would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in  point  of  feet,  I  am 
informed  that  a  far  less  sum  would  auflSce,  as  the  public 
money  is  paid  out  nearly  as  fast  as  it  cornea  in.  Is  it  to 
be  supposed,  sir,  that  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this  coun- 
try could  not  meet  such  a  requtaition,  if  th^  were  ready 
in  other  reapecta  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay  mants  t 
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from  the  very  laws  of  their  creation,  and  that  this  was  the 
original  sin  of  them  both. 

r  know,  sir,  that  some  advantages  have  also  resulted 
from  their  operation,  but  none,  in  my  opinion,  which  com- 
pensate for  these  evils.  The  advantage  of  adjusting  the 
balances  due  under  the  credit  system,  by  exchange  or  off- 
set, so  as  to  avoid  a  direct  result  to  currency,  is  immense ; 
and  it  is  true  that  a  large  capital  is  necessary  for  this  busi- 
ness. Tt  is  necessary,  because  the  greater  the  variety  of 
exchanges  commanded  by  any  one  institution,  the  gfeater 
the  facility  for  ofl^etting  the  one  debt  against  another. 
The  limit  to  this  advantage  is  only  to  be  found  when  the 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  this  way,  by  any  one  insti- 
tution, is  so  gpreat  as  to  preclude  competition.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Baring,  however,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  English  merchants,  when  examined  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  that  the 
important  business  of  exchange  couid  be  effected  more 
readily  through  private  dealers  than  by  banking  institu- 
tions ;  and  there  seem  to  exist  strong  reasons  for  his  opin- 
ion. Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  and  let  us  suppose,  for 
arguments  sake,  that  in  a  young  country  like  ours  we  can 
only  raise  capital  enough  to  deal  in  exchanges,  domestic 
and  foreign,  by  means  of  corporations,  still  I  maintnin,  sir, 
that  those  corporations  should  be  single  in  their  end  and 
aim.  They  bhould  be  confined  to  the  business  of  dealing 
in  exchanges,  and  all  power  of  issue  should  be  denied 
them.  If  the  banking  system  of  this  country  is  ever  re- 
formed, the  change  mudt  be  conducted  in  that  spirit  of  an- 
alysis which  has  effected  most  of  the  modem  reforms  in 
science.  » If  currency  be  the  object  of  the  constitution,  t 
have  already  Intimated  the  model  upon  which  I  think  it 
should  be  moulded.  If  the  regulation  of  exchange  and 
the  diffusion  of  loanable  capital  be  the  object,  the  institu- 
tion should  bo  confined  to  this  end  alone.  A  currency 
bank  should  exist  for  currency  alone,  without  the  power 
to  discount;  and  a  bank  of  discount  should  be  confined  to 
that  purpose  without  the  power  to  issue.  The  true  secret, 
I  believe,  sir,  of  regulating  the  machinery  of  corporations 
so  that  it  shall  work  the  precise  end  intended  for  it,  and 
no  ether,  is  to  create  them  with  a  single  purpose,  upon 
which  they  will  then  be  sure  to  move.  But,  sir,  unite  in 
them  incompatible  functions,  and  you  are  apt  to  introduce 
a  complexity  into  their  operations,  which  will  often  pro- 
duce results  entirely  unexpected  at  their  creation,  and  con- 
trary to  the  public  good. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  history  of  our  system  of  paper 
currency  connected  with  credit,  as  we  have  instituted  that 
connexion,  would  illustrate  the  truth  of  my  views,  if  there 
were  time  to  enter  into  this  inquiry.  I  will  not  raise  an 
idsue  of  fact,  however,  when  my  purpose  is  satisfied  by 
dealing  with  first  principles.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  early  struggle  between  the  colonies  of  Ufassa- 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  for  the  field  of  circulation 
which  each  was  endeavoring  exclusively  to  occupy  with 
its  paper  issues;  a  contest  which  waxed  so  warm  as  to 
make  a  reference  of  their  disputes  to  the  Crown  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  peace.  Neither  will  I  occupy  the 
committee  with  the  history  of  that  continental  money, 
whose  improvident  issue  was  said  by  one  who  both  felt 
and  knew  its  consequences,  to  have  caused  more  real  suf- 
fering than  all  the  complicated  horrors  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Did  time  permit,  I  might  well  pause,  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  to  the  inevitable  tendencies  of  our  bank- 
ing system,  the  wide-spread  derangement  of  our  currency 
and  credit,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during 
the  war,  until  1819,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
itself  was  perhaps  only  saved  from  a  like  catastrophe  by 
the  ftuspension  of  a  Treasury  draft.  Yes,  sir,  and  for  con- 
firmation almost  as  strong  as  proof  of  holy  writ  itself,  I 
might  turn  from  that  period  to  this.  In  a  time  of  pro- 
found |ietic^,  when  the  mighty  energies  of  the  Americaa 


people  were  tasking  themselves  to  their  ntmost  upon  the 
finest  theatre  for  exertion  which  any  people  ever  enjoyed, 
we  have  seen  their  career  suddenly  stayed,  and  the  arm  of 
enterprise  itself  folded  in  the  mournful  contemplation  of 
the  ruhui  of  the  prostrate  system  of  credit;  a  fabric  which 
fell,  sir,  as  I  before  observed,  because  it  was  founded,  not 
on  the  solid  rock  of  responsibility,  but  upon  the  Heeting' 
sands  of  a  mere  confidence— a  false  confidence— engender- 
ed, sir,  by  those  very  institutions  which  were  relied  upon 
as  the  pillars  of  the  edifice. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  not  be  misonderstood. 
I  do  not  war  upon  existing  institutions,  but  with  the  policy 
which  gave  them  birth.  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  Ibis 
community  to  encourage  a  violation  of  these  vested  rights. 
Neither  do  I  blame  individuals,  sir,  for  entering  into  em- 
ployments to  which  the  policy  of  their  Bcate  Government 
invited  them.  I  have  no  desire  either  to  return  suddenly 
from  one  measure  of  value  to  anther,  so  as  to  disturb  the 
relations  between  debtor  and  creditor.  I  go  for  reform, 
sir,  not  for  revolution.  I  wish  to  see  a  ehange  of  policy, 
it  is  true ;  I  care  not  how  gradual  it  be,  so  the  prospect  of 
reform  be  certain.  As  one  of  the  means  of  efi&cting  this 
gradual  reform,  I  propose  a  divorce  between  this  Qovern- 
nir«t  and  all  banks.  I  propose  it,  sir,  as  a  measure  re- 
quired by  public  interest,  and  ultimately  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  The  depositee  of  public  money,  upon 
which  these  institutions  trade,  and  the  credit  given  to  their 
paper  by  means  of  its  receipt  in  public  dues,  only  serves 
to  stimulate  an  iction  already  false  in  its  nature,  and  tends 
but  to  hasten  the  round  of  expansion  and  contraction  which, 
they  are  ever  performing.  In  that  poittt  of  view  the  con- 
nexion is  injunous  alike  to  the  Government,  the  people, 
and  the  banks.  Upon  every  occasion  in  which  this  con- 
nexion has  existed  with  the  State  banks,  we  have  seen  it 
result  in  a  general  explosion  of  the  credit  system.  I  be* 
lieve  no  one  doubto  but  that  this  connexion  hastened  the 
late  catastrophe,  which  fumtehed  the  occasion  for  the  late 
call  of  Congress.  The  receipt  of  bank  paper  in  paynocBt 
of  public  dues  increases  its  credit,  and  extends  its  ciicola«> 
tion.  The  amount  of  paper  currency  neicessary  for  mak^ 
ing  all  the  payments  required  in  collecting  and  disbuming 
the  public  revenue,  is  added  to  the  natural  circulation  H 
the  banks,  and  has  no  other  basis  than  the  confidence  that 
it  will  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues.  As 
this  revenue  expands  and  contracts,  so  this  portion  of  the 
currency  increases  or  diminishes.  Whilst  the  surplus 
revenue  was  collecting,  this  circulation  increased  upon  that 
credit :  it  increased,  too,  from  the  use  of  the  depositee  up- 
on which  they  traded ;  and  when  the  surplus  and  annual 
revenues  of  the  Government  were  being  distributed,  and 
diminished,  a  portion  of  this  currency  was  drawn  from  the 
field  of  circulation ;  and,  being  no  longer  useful,  its  con- 
version was  sought  in  specie.  Here  is  the  unhappy  and 
fruitful  cause  of  fluctuation  in  credit  and  currency,  whicli 
must  always  exist  under  a  connexion  between  Government 
and  bank.  'J'here  were  doubtless  other  causes  growing 
out  of  that  connexion,  which  tended  to  hasten  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  I  throw  them  out  of  considera- 
tion, however,  Iwcause  they  do  not  enter  into  the  general 
question,  and  take  only  those  consequence,  which  neces- 
sarily flow  from  a  connexion  between  bank  and  Govern- 
ment under  any  circumstances;  and»  having  shown  the 
injury  which  they  work  to  the  bank,  I  turn  to  their  oper- 
ations upon  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government :  when 
this  violent  rupture  of  the  ties  whicli  bind  them  together 
takes  place,  the  Government  is  forced  either  to  take  depre- 
ciated paper,  or  to  demand  specie.  If  they  take  the  first 
alternative,  they  give  a  bounty  to  each  State  to  depreciate 
its  paper,  to  lower  its  taxes,  and  dutiea  become  no  longer 
uniform.  If  they  choose  the  latter  alternative,  they  find 
that  its  operation  is  to  raise  the  taxes  upon  the  people  pre- 
cisely at  the  time  when  they  are  least  able  to  encounter  on 
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increase  of  expenditure.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  this  con- 
nexion had  never  existed,  the  hanks  would  have  been  belter 
able  to  meet  ihcfr  engagements,  because  their  circulation 
would  have  been  more  !imite<l  and  more  justly  proportioned 
to  the  wants  of  trade.  The  operation,  too,  would  have 
kept  enough  of  specie  in  circulation  to  have  met  the  de- 
mands  of  GovemroenI,  and  to  have  afforded  a  rallying 
point  to  the  banks  when  any  sudden  emergency  created  an 
onexpected  demand  for  specie.  If  I  have  shown,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  this  connexion  injures  both  bank  and  State, 
I  peed  not  state  the  obvious  consequence,  that  whatever 
injures  either  the  banks  or  the  Government,  injures  the 
people  also.  But  my  colleague  seems  to  suppose  that  this 
Government  can  find  the  means  of  regulating  the  opera- 
tions of  these  banks,  and  of  producing,  through  them,  a 
sounder  currency.  His  projet  supposes  a  system  of  re- 
ward3  aud  punishments,  through  the  fiscal  action  of  this 
Government,  which  is  so  to  control  the  banks  as  to  effect 
this  salutary  end.  I  will  not  revert  to  those  views  which 
I  have  just  given,  to  show  that  this  expectation  is  false  in 
theory ;  nor  will  I  pause  to  cite  to  him  the  opinion  of 
Secretaiy  Dallns,  who,  after  a  long  experience,  in  1816, 
pronounced  this  hope  to  be  impracticable ;  much  less  would 
I  cite  to  him  as  authority  my  own  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
u  "^'t***^*  *>>«  posiUon  as  true,  for  argument's  sake ;  and 
then  I  would  ask  my  honorable  colleague  how  it  is  that, 
Ibinking-  with  me  that  this  Government  cannot  charter  an 
institution  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  currency,  still  he 
will  mainuin  its  right  to  buy  up  the  corporations  of  the 
States,  and  regulate  their  chartered  functions  so  as  to  con- 
trol the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  this  country  T 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  as  I  object  to  the  connexion 
betwi^en  this  Government  and  the  banks,  on  account  of  the 
disturhing  causes  which  I  think  it  introduces  into  the  ac- 
tion of  the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  countiy,  I 
have  another  objection  still  more  powerful.  I  never  wish 
to  see  the  banks  converted  into  political  engines  again.  Of 
•11  the  enormous  additions  which  have  been  made  to  Ex- 
ecutive patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connexion 
with  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful.  The  army  of 
officeholders,  though  you  should  count  them  as  100,000 
^ng,  would  confer  not  half  the  power  upon  the  Execu- 
tive which  the  possession  of  the  State  banks  vvould  give  to 
him.^  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to  be  worked 
by  hie  hands ;  gfive  him  the  control  over  the  exchanges  nod 
enrrency  of  the  country;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank 
ftvors,  and  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  pergonal 
advancement,  he  would  scorn  your  title  of  king,  and  your 
gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the  offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his 
absolute  authority  without  them.  If  the  choice  of  means 
were  given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain  his 
power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said  to  be  the  nat- 
ural support  of  the  crown,  but  ho  would  ask  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  corporations,  wielding  the  money  power  of  the 
whole  country.  He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tions might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be  invisible,  and 
whose  march  upon  their  purpose  could  only  be  diverted  by 
Xhai  impulse  of  interest  which  he  alone  could  regulate. 
Give  him  these,  sir,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
mmuM  and  your  orders  of  nobility  as  cumbrous  devices,  un- 
worthy of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit  of  modem  despotism. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always  regarded  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State  in  this  country  as  a  conjuncture 
iBoet  ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money  to 
buy  up  the  State  hanks  lor  the  Use  of  (his  Government,  or 
of  ita  Executive  branch,  and  you  at  once  convert  them  into 
political  engines,  you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of 
their  own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people  under  the 
dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate  influences.  Endow  a 
moneyed  corporation  with  the  functions  of  Government, 
and  you  behold  at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ; 
ftod  the  history  of  human  suffering  and  of  East  Indian  op- 


pression is  not  silent  upon  this  subject.  You  may  place 
the  worst  of  men  in  authority,  and  he  will  have  some  touch 
of  human  feeling.  Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation. 
It  deliberates  in  secret ;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a  major- 
ity, with  no  sense  of  personal  and  individual  responsibility 
at  the  bar  of  public  opinion  ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  sin- 
gle impulse  of  interest.  You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for 
the  present,  or  to  remorse  foir  the  past ;  for  its  action  is 
mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence  of  feeling  or  of 
soul.  I  protest,  then,  sir,  against  any  attempt  to  bind  the 
moneyed  corporations  to  one  government,  and  by  one  com- 
mon political  purpose.  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connexion  between  bank  and  State,  and, 
perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  required  of  me  to  suggest 
some  better  plan  for  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  It 
the  selection  were  left  to  me,  sir,  I  should  adopt  the  plan 
of  special  deposites.  The  General  Government  should  be 
independent  of  the  banks  aa  to  the  medium  in  which  ita 
revenues  are  collected,  and  banks  would  be  independent 
of  the  Government  when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  ita  rewards  through  the  privilege  of  trading 
upon  the  public  deposites.  If  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  effected  by  giving  the  banks  a  lair  compensation  for 
keeping  the  public  money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  It,  I  should  much  prefer 
it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  pecuniary  responsibility  would  be  greater 
than  that  of  individual  collectore,  and  its  custody  of  the 
public  revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  which  this  plan 
would  afford  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  public  money,  if  St  any  time  there  waa 
cause  to  suspect  either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  I  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee, 
however,  with  the  details  of  a  scheme  which  I  shall  not 
propose  by  way  of  amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  ita  adoption  at  present.  I  should  greatly 
prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  this  basis  to  the  one 
now  liefore  us ;  but  I  give  to  that  the  decided  preference 
over  the  other  alternatives,  of  s  United  States  Bank,  or  the 
connexion  between  the  Government  and  the  State  banks. 
Doubtless,  theie  will  be  difficulties  attendant  upon  any 
scheme  for  regulating  the  custody  of  the  puMic  revenue. 
The  money  power,  in  all  ita  combinations,  presontethe  most 
diflicult  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Government. 
But  we  must  choose  the  best  plan  within  our  reach.  It 
is  idle  to  expect  perfection  in  a  system  of  finafice.  T  go, 
sir,  fur  the  great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further  than  by  the 
expresi^ion  of  a  preference  for  them  over  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State.  In  that  comparison,  I  have  satis- 
fied myself  that  it  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage, 
as  its  opponenta  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its  ten- 
dency will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  paymento. 
Ir,  in  fact,  diminishes  the  Executive  patronage  by  a  larger 
amount  than  any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this 
Government.  It  subtrecta  the  entire  amount  of  bank  pat- 
ronage fiom  the  Executive,  and,  in  comparison  with  this, 
the  few  additional  officers  to  be  created  are  as  nothing. 
How  is  this  bill,  sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
paymenta  by  the  banks?  They  will  be  afraid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for  public  does. 
This  objection,  sir,  is  more  specious  than  valid.  The  quar- 
terly recetpte  of  this  Government  will  range  from  six  to 
eight  millions.  The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under  this  bill; 
would  be  six  or  ei|{ht  millions,  and,  in  point  of  fkct,  I  am 
informed  that  a  far  less  sum  would  suffice,  as  the  public 
money  is  paid  out  nearly  as  fast  aa  H  comes  in.  Is  it  to 
lie  supposed,  sir,  that  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this  ooun^ 
try  could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if  they  were  ready 
in  other  respecta  for  the  tesumption  of  specie  paymenta  1 
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Bat»  8ir,  in  point  of  fact,  the  requisition  for  specie  upon 
the  banks,  or  upon  the  country,  under  this  hill,  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  if  these  Treasury  drafts  be  issued  for 
circulation,  as  I  presume  will  ins  the.  case.  They  furnish 
more  than  enough  of  medium  for  the  collection  of  our  rev- 
enues. The  banks,  Mr.  Chairman,  caimot  resume  sppcie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is  nearly  or 
wholly  liquidated.  When  that  is  done,  if  they  will  ele- 
vate the  value  of  their  currency  to  the  par  of  specie,  partly 
by  curtailing  their  circulation  gradually,  and  within  the 
limit  of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and  partly 
by  a  judicious  command  of  exchanges  f«>r  converting  their 
own  obligations,  they  may  then  safely  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. Whenever  their  paper  will  command  its  par  in 
specie  in  the  market,  they  may  safely  underuke  to  give 
specie  for  it  themselves.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  only  true 
mode  of  effecting  the  resumption,  and  this  operation  is  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government. 
Rely  upon  it,  sir,  that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  any  other  means  would  be  impracticable,  with- 
out producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet  seen  in  the 
community.  To  take  their  depreciated  paper  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues,  would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to 
resume,  as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  be  worth 
more  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  their  paper  was  convert- 
ible. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  that  I  have  this  day  presented 
views  which,  if  true,  will  disturb  the  dream  of  those  who 
believe  that  an  infusion  of  banking  medium,  like  the  fabled 
juice  of  Mfdea,  will  renovate  the  body  politic,  and  restore 
to  age  the  vigor  and  freshness  of  youth.  I  know,  sir,  that 
there  are  many  who  will  view  my  opinions  as  wild  and  ex- 
travagant. But  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  iasue  tietween  us 
to  the  arltitratfon  of  time  and  future  experience.  I  am 
aware,  too,  that  you  cannot  touch  a  fibre  of  one  of  the 
cords  imposed  upon  trade,  by  the  restrictive  system,  with- 
out exciting  a  host  in  opposition.  But,  sir,  in  a  contest 
upon  the  great  principles  of  free  trade,  I  am  willing  to  en- 
^list  for  the  war.  I  foel  that  they  must  succeed,  because  I 
^  trust  to  the  power  of  truth.  Ito  pace  may  be  hobbled,  but 
its  march  willslill  be  onward.  Yes,  sir,  it  will  be  onward 
and  onward,  until  the  people  awake  to  a  sense  of  the  injus- 
tice which  imposed  fetters  upon  the  free  spirit  of  American 
enterprise.  I  hope,  yet,  sir,  to  see  the  day  when  the  captive 
will  throw  its  bands  loose  from  their  bonds,  and  proclaim  in 
joyful  exultation  to  the  world  that  it  is  free — free  to  pur- 
sue the  impulses  of  its  own  genius,  free  to  take  the  di- 
rection of  its  own  interest,  and  ready  to  put  forth  the  whole 
of  its  mighty  energies  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  proud  destiny 
which  will  then  await  it. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Houxe,  until  the  hour  of  recess,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  as  calculated  to  blast  the  hopes  which  had  in- 
spired the  course  of  the  late  administration,  that  the  coun- 
try would  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  sound  currency. 

GvBiTTNo  Sxssrov. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virt^inia,  resumed  the  course  of  bis  re- 
marks, the  whole  of  which  are  given  below. 

Mr.  Masoit  said :  Agreeing,  I  as  most  cordially  do,  in  the 
several  measures  which  have  so  far  been  presented  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  consideration  of 
this  House,  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  am 
now  brought  to  differ  with  those  with  whom  I  have  hereto- 
ibre  acted. 

This  diffierence,  however,  I  am  pleased  to  consider,  is  at 
least  but  one  of  mere  expediency,  and  in  itself  contains 
ootbing  which  should  sever  those  who  are  united  other- 
wise in  the  preservation  and  support  of  those  great  and 
leading  principles  which  actuate  political  pa '-tics. 

Differences  of  opinion  necessarily  pertain  to  deliberation  ; 
it  is  against  the  constitution  of  our  nature  that  it  should  be 


otherwise;  intelligence,  reason,  and  sound  judgment,  are 
alike  hostile  to  entire  unanimity  ;  nor  would  our  represen- 
tative GoVernhicnt  be  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  formal 
acquiescence  in  the  will  of  some  ordained  superior,  if  the 
doctrine  were  alldwcd  to  hold,  that  party  discipline  exacts 
an  unconsidered  sanction  to  every  measure,  which  brings  a 
recommendation  from  the  Executive  chair. 

Such  is  certainly  not  the  spirit  of  our  institutions;  nor 
should  it  be  the  spirit  of  any  party  that  would  act  safely  and 
wisely,  or  even  successfully,  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government  committed  to  their  charge. 

Having  thus  premised,  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  state  my 
objections  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

Those  who  have  brought  it  in,  address  its  claims  to  our 
favor,  as  a  measure  simply  intended  to  provide  for  the  safe- 
kee))ing  of  the  public  money.  It  is  said  that  the  former 
depoMtories,  the  State  banks,  having  proved  either  inade- 
quate to  the  duties  required,  or  unfaithful  to  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  Government  now  should  \fiike  care  of  it&  own 
interests ;  and  that  this  will  be  most  effectually  done  by  a 
return  to  \vhat  is  called  the  legal  currency  of  the  country, 
and  by  constituting  certain  fiscal  ofBcers  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  keepers  as  well  as  the  disbursers  of  the  public 
money. 

The  machinery  is  certainly  very  simple,  and  if  the  only 
end  to  be  attained  were,  in  truth,  the  safe-keeping  of  tlie 
public  money,  however  I  might  dissent  from  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  have  pbnned  its  operation,  T  could  not 
see  in  it  those  insuperable  objections  which  impel  me  now 
to  remonstrate  agtiiust  it. 

The  evils,  sir,  which  we  are  expected  to  remedy  by  some 
adequate  law,  lie  far  deeper  in  the  public  mind  than  any 
alleged  insecurity  of  the  public  m(»ney — evils  for  which  no 
remedy  is  proviilcd  by  this  bill,  but  which  will,  in  my 
judgment,  be  fastened  upon  the  community  by  its  pas- 
sage— I  mean  the  present  degenerate  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency. 

What  is  now  the  currency  of  the  country  ?  I  ask  not 
what  ought  to  he,  but  what  actually  now  is  the  sole  cur- 
rency ;  the  only  medium  having  exchangeable  value,  by 
which  the  business  of  the  country  is  carried  on  ?  It  con- 
sists entirely,  from  one  end  of  the  confederacy  to  the  other, 
of  irredeemable  bank  paper  ;  every  payment  that  is  naade, 
every  debt  that  is  collected,  every  transaction  of  every  kind, 
whether  large  or  small,  into  which  money  enters,  is  carried 
on  and  effected  by  paper  that  has  lieen  issued  by  the  State 
banks,  and  which  they  no  longer  redeem  whh  gold  or  sil- 
ver. These  metuls  have  paRsod  entirely  out  of  circulauon  ; 
they  form  no  longer  any  portion  of  the  money  of  the  com- 
munity ;  treating  money  as  that  only,  which,  for  the  time 
bei'.ig,  serves  as  the  symbol  of  exchange,  of  things  having 
inerchanlable  value. 

This  condition  of  the  currency,  is  the  true  and  great  evil 
of  the  times ;  it  affecU^  the  people  in  their  business,  precisely 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  it  affects  the  Government  in 
the  conduct  of  its  affairs  ;  and  there  can  be  no  remedy,  at 
all  adequate  to  relieve  the  Government  from  its  embarrass- 
ments, which  shall  not,  at  the  same  time,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  relieve  the  people  from  theirs. 

In  considering  this  subject  as  I  propose  to  do,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  go  at  large  into  an  examination  of  the  causes 
which  have  o[)erated  to  bring  about  this  state  of  things.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  am»  nor  do  I  at  all  profess  to  be,  equal 
to  this  duty.  And  yet,  were  I  to  attempt  it,  I  should  cer- 
tainly differ  very  widely  from  those  who  trace  these  causes 
no  farther  than  to  a  redundant  issue  of  bank  paper.  That 
each  issue  has  been  to  a  great  extent  auxiliary  to  the  pres- 
ent embarrassments,  there  can  be  doubt.'  'But  it  has  been 
auxiliary  only  ;  and  I  freely  admit  that,  ip  my  very  bum- 
ble judgment,  a  well-founded  objection  to  our  banking 
^siem^  lies  in  this  very  thing :  that  banks  of  discount,  or- 
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•ft  our  Amerieaii  bsnks  are,  yield  the  ftcilities  of 
credit  too  readily  and  amply  to  the  demands  of  trade,  with- 
out a  power  of  discriininatioD  between  such  as  arise  from 
the  exteosion  or  accidental  vigor  of  heallhfal  commerce, 
and  such  as  have  their  origin  in  a  wild  and  gambling  spirit 
ofspeenlation. 

(Commerce  requires  credit.  From  the  day  that  men 
passed  in  their  dealings  beyond  the  first  simple  stages  of 
barter,  credit,  in  some  form,  entered  into  the  affiiirs  of 
trade.  Its  agency  soon  came  to  be  upderstood ;  and  the 
winds  Bse  not  more  active  in  circulating  the  common  air, 
than  credit  now  is,  all  over  the  world,  in  circulating 
through  every  land  the  productions  of  every  soil. 

Trade  and  commerce,  then,  becoming  drunk  with  pros« 
perity,  have  drawn  too  lavishly  upon  the  credit  offered 
them  through  the  banks;  or,  if  you  will  have  it  otherwise 
czprsased,  the  expansible  character  of  bank  credit  has 
dbnd  too  great  temptations  to  commercial  enterprise,  and 
we  are  now  suffiuing  under  the  consequences  of  over- 
action,  as  well  on  the  part  of  those  who  used  this  credit  as 
of  those  who  gave  it. 

In  this  reasonings  I  am  home  out  by  the  message  of  the 
President:  he  says  that  "our  present  condition  is  chiefly 
to  be  attributed  to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of 
bostness;  an  over-action  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first  impul- 
ses from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to  its  destruc- 
tive consequences  by  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper,  and 
by  other  ftidlities  for  the  acquisition  and  enlargement  of 
credit." 

I  have  entered  into  the  subject  thus  tar,  only  that  I  may 
invite  yon  to  a  mora  enlarged  view  of  the  difilicultics  to  be 
set  than  are  presented  when  our  inquiry  is  confined  simply 
Co  a  consideration  of  the  safest  custody  that  we  can  provide 
lor  that  portion  of  the  people's  money  which  is  lo  paiss  into 
the  pobltc  coffers. 

My  great  objections  to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  bill 
axv,  that  they  are  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  exigen- 
ciee  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet  the  real  difficulty. 
The  hill  simply  ordains  that  the  Government,  after  a  limi- 
ted lime^  will  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keeping  to  tto  own 
officeis  alone.  Now,  if  there  were  a  creative  power  in  our 
law;  i(  by  this  simple  enactment,  the  bank  paper  could 
be  driven  out  of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
pcedoos  metals  substituted  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet 
the  wants  of  society,  as  well  as  the  demands  of  the  reve- 
Bie,  the  chief  ground  of  my  opposition  would  be  at  once 
leoiovcd.  I  can  well  see,  from  the  experience  we  have 
had  of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  excessivB  issues, 
(toil  such,  at  present,  are  my  decided  impressions,)  that, 
whraever  the  currency  is  placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the 
tribute^  the  true  policy  of  Government  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  ita  does  altogether  in  coin,  and  to  withhold  its 
revenue,  while  resting  between  its  collection  and  its  dis- 
bonement,  from  the  use  of  banks,  as  a  fund  to  increase 
their  diflcoants.  My  reasons  for  this  I  will  give  hereafter, 
when  treating  of  the  proper  positions  which  the  Govern- 
ment may  ultimately  assume  toward  the  State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  currency  aa  it  now  is ; 
for  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee  that  it  will  be  found  in 
an  improved  condiiion  at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the 
fimited  time,)  but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  proposed  law  will 
be  to  continue  the  currency  in  its  present  debased  condition. 

The  precious  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  now  banished 
from  circulation.  They  are  in  the  country,  I  grant  you, 
and  in  sufficient  quantities,  perhaps,  to  answer  their  accus- 
tomed duty  of  circulating  in  those  channels  below  the 
reach  of  hank  paper;  but  they  no  longer  pass  from  hand  to 
hand  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Their  former  exchange- 
able value  has  been  converted,  by  the  course  of  trade  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  to  a  value  exclusively  marketable ; 
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and  thus  they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  merged  in 
the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchandise.  Specie^ 
whether  in  coin  or  in  bullion,  is  now  merchandise,  and  not 
money ;  and  those  who  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go 
into  the  market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  as  they  would 
any  kind  of  merchandise  whatever.  How  long,  then,  is 
this  state  of  things  to  continue  ?  How  long  will  Uiis 
marketable  value  attach,  which  detains  the  coin  from  its 
moat  appropriate  function  as  current  monev?  And  by 
what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circulation  f 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inquiries  is  very  simple. 
Specie  will  continue  to  be  merchandise,  so  long  as  there 
exists  any  demand  for  it  greater  than  that  which  would 
Invite  or  retain  it  in  circulation.  It  was  driven  out  of  cir- 
culation by  the  demand  for  exportation,  after  the  business 
of  the  country  had  realized  the  fact  that  our  ex  porta  were 
insufficient  to  pay  for  our  imporU.  The  balance  must  be 
met,  and  the  precious  metab  were  called  out  of  circulation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary  and  funda- 
mental law  of  currency,  that  where  you  have  two  media, 
of  which  either  answers  all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and 
one  of  them,  besides  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  subject  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fiy  at  once  to 
meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the  duties  of  currency 
exclusively  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie,  when,  by 
the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was  suddenly  called  off 
to  meet  the  new  demand  created  by  the  necessity  in  com- 
merce, of  extinguishing  the  balances  against  our  import- 
era.  There  is  no  mystery  in  all  this.  Imports  are  to  bo 
paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone:  by  the  produce 
and  labor  of  the  importing  nation,  or  by  gold  and  silver ; 
and  whenever  the  former  is  found  inadequate,  the  precious 
metals  must  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Thus  stood  the  country  when  the  banks  suspended  the 
payment  of  specie.  They  had  an  agency,  and  a  large 
agency,  X  grant  you,  in  bringing  that  necessity  about ; 
pampering,  as  they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They 
met  all  its  demands,  honored  all  ita  drafts,  as  well  in  the 
rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extravagant  speculations 
to  which  the  apparent  prosperity  of  the  age  gave  birth. 
liut  the  banks  are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  due 
to  the  occasion,  and  will  aid  us  in  searching  out  the  true 
remedy  against  a  recurrence,  to  admit,  candidly  and  fairly, 
that  tho  Government  itself  saw  as  little  the  mischiefs  that 
would  follow  from  the  extension  of  their  credit,  as  the 
banks  did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  should  lie  recorded  on  the  same  page,  that  when 
the  depositee  were  given  to  the  State  banks,  they  were 
expressly  instructed  to  make  them  the  basis  of  new  incen- 
tives to  commercial  enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  sir,  in  the  Fgirit  of  rebuke ; 
far,  very  far  from  it.  I  adduce  it  only  to  show  that  the 
Government  itself,  sgainst  whom,  as  some  have  said,  tho 
banks  have  committed  the  unpardonable  sin,  was  itselif  ac- 
tively instigating  them  te  that  very  extension,  now  se  zeal- 
ously condemned.  How  far  the  banks  might  have  gone  in 
extending  their  discounts,  upon  the  immense  deposite  thus 
cast  upon  them,  without  this  authoritative  hint  none  can 
easily  tell.  But  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that  this 
license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unimproved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  briefly  traced  the  causes  which  have  led  to  it,  let  us 
inquire  next  what  will  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  law 
that  takes  no  account  of  ita  enfeebled  state,  but  per- 
emptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  tho  entire 
revenue,  amounting  to  some  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in  gold  and  silver.  One 
necessary  consequence,  in  my  apprehension,  would  be,, 
effectually  to  place  it  out  of  the  power  ol  the  banks  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reasonable  time. 
How  can  it  be  otherwise  1     They  suspended  payment,^ 
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because  of  the  new  demand  for  coin  created  by  ibe.extgen- 
cies  of  trade.  They  have  not  yet  resumed,  because  al- 
though that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shown  by 
the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still  demand 
enough  to  warn  (hem  of  the  consequences  of  an  attempted 
resumption,  before  the  trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  con- 
dition to  bear  it.  Sir,  the  country  is  recovering  fast  from 
'  the  violent  and  sudden  convulsion  into  which  it  has  been 
lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otherwise  be,  when  we  consider 
the  immense  resources  of  this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as 
they  ore,  by  a  people  whose  industry  and  enterprise  ac- 
knowledge no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth,  ^ut  the  Government  must  keep  its  hands  off;  time 
must  be  allowed  for  the  system  to  react,  before  any  new 
or  additional  pressure  con  be  borne. 

If  the  necessities  of  circulation  are  not  strong  enough 
now  to  bring  sfieoio  into  genera!  use,  as  part  of  the 
currency,  because  of  the  existing  collateral  demand  in 
trade,  does  it  not  .necessarily  follow,  that  any  new  de- 
mand will  have  an  additional  effect  in  retarding  that  oper- 
ation 1 

You  create  this  'Uew  demand  by  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  once  increase  the  premium  that 
specie  already  beats  over  the  ordinary  currency  ;  you  give 
it  increased  value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of  such  new 
demand ;  and  to  that  same  extent  you  postpone  the  day 
when  it  can  return  into  use  as  a  part  of  the  circulating 
medium.  Until  that  day  comes,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
banks  to  pay  out  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never  can 
do  so,  until  the  demand  upon  them  is  reduced  to  a  naked 
demand  for  circulation.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  reasoning, 
the  best  that  could  be  hoped  for  under  the  proposM  law 
would  be,  that  it  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  could  have  no  return  to  a 
circulation  of  specie  under  its  auspices ;  and,  if  this  be  so, 
do  you  believe,  does  any  man  believe,  that  the  law  could 
be  carried  into  effect  t 

What,  sir,  that  the  Government  alone  should  be  paid 
in  stiver  and  gold,  while  those  who  have  (he  payments  to 
make  receive  nothing  but  irredeemable  paper !  How  vain 
and  idle  it  is  to  expect  any  such  thing.  If,  by  any  chance, 
or  lucky  accident,  over-ruling  those  stem  neceesides  to 
which  all  human  affairs  are  subject,  the  exigency  of  the 
times  should  have  passed  by,  before  your  policy  begins, 
then  it  might,  thus  chance-favored,  be  that  the  sciieme 
could  be  carried  out.  But  it  becomes  us  not  to  legislate 
upon  such  improbable  contingencies.  I  want  no  better 
evidence  of  what  the  Government  would  be  twelve  months 
hence,  under  the  operation  of  this  law,  than  what  is  now 
daily  passing  before  our  eyes.  There  are^  it  is  said,  (and 
I  presume  with  an  approximation  at  least  to  the  truth,) 
now  in  this  country  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  coined 
metal.  By  the  existing  law,  (as  there  is  no  bank  paper 
convertible  into  specie,)  Government  can  now  receive 
nothing  but  coin  in  payment  of  any  part  of  its  revenue. 
r  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part  of  that  revenue  so  paid  ? 
With  all  this  abundance  of  the  precious  metals,  fully  three 
times  as  much  as  we  have  had  at  any  former  period,  do 
wc  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  paitt  into  the 
Treasury  from  any  source  of  revenue.  I  mean  none, 
when  compared  even  with  the  lowest  necessity  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  mint,  it  is  true,  does  furnish  a  small 
supply,  barely  sufficient,  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  demands 
which  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this  does  not  come  in 
ahy  shape  of  revenue-'-far  from  it.  It  is  purchased  by 
Government,  at  market  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon 
every  dollar  that  is  brought  in.  Such  is  the  present  slate 
of  things,  under  the  operation  of  a  bard-money  law,  while 
the  only  money  of  the  country  is  in  irredeemable  paper  ; 
and  sudi  must  ever  continue  to  be  your  condition,  under 
the  operation  of  any  laws  that  you  may  passj  so  long  as 


the  money  which  you  require  is  banuhed,  bj  wliatever 
cause,  from  the  channels  of  circulation. 

I  lay  down,  then,  this  position,  and  defy  any  refutation : 
that  the  Government  must,  as  a  permanent  necessity,  deal 
in  that  currency  in  which  the  people  deal ;  it  is  the  law  of 
its  creation  and  inseparable  from  its  condition.  It  must  ra^ 
oeive  what  the  people  receive,  and  pay  what  they  pay— a 
necessity  from  which  Government  cannot  esciqpe  if  it  would, 
and  ought  not  if  it  oonld. 

I  speak  of  (his  as  a  permanent  necessity,  distinguished 
from  the  necesniies  of  immediate  want  It  ia  struggling 
now  against  this  very  want,  and  precisely  as  any  large  cap- 
italist might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resources  of  its  credit 
to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  revenue.  Have  we  not 
just  passed  a  law,  authorizing  an  issue  of  ten  millions  trf* 
Treasury  paper,  for  this  very  purpose  1  I  mean  for  the  single 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  the  necesuty  of 
coming  down  at  once  to  the  irredeemable  p^>er  of  the  bankski 
And  this  only  to  anewer  the  present  emergency ;  for  it  will 
certainly  follow,  unless  that  medium  can  be  restored,  in 
which  atone  the  Government  is  allowed  to  deal,  that  w« 
must  issue  at  least  ten  millions  more,  before  we  return 
home  from  the  ensuing  session.  Sir,  I  went  coniially  with 
yeu  in  this  use  of  Government  credit;  and  I  will  do  so  again 
should  the  emergency  continue.  But  I  tell  you  fairly  and 
candidly,  and  I  tell  the  people,  too,  that  this  Treasury 
issue  is  all  that  saves  the  Government  now  from  coming 
down  at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  say  this,  sir,  beeaose  your 
revenue  laws,  exacting  gold  and  silver,  are  not  and  cannot 
be  eniforced.  If  you  collect  any  revenue,  it  can  only  be  in 
that  very  paper,  because  there  is  nothing  else  to  pay  with. 

Suppose,  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  curmiey  re^ 
main,  as  under  such  policy  it  inevitably  must,  in  the  ooc* 
dition  that  it  now  is ;  what  are  you  to  do  1  If  yon  couUI 
enforce  the  law  then,  I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  now  1 

Why  do  yoQ  not  now  compel  yoor  debtors  to  go  into 
market  and  buy  specie,  in  order  to  reptcniab  the  Treasury  % 
So  far  from  this,  we  have  now  a  bill  before  ns,  and  whick 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  must  pass,  to  save  the  Secretary 
from  the  necessity  oi  so  idle  an  attempt.  With  more  than 
four  millions  of  dollan  now  doe  in  New  York  alone,  se 
far  from  exacting  payment,  we  are  about  to  give  further 
lime  on  all  bonds  due  and  to  become  dee  between  this 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  paas  what  law  you  may,  yon 
cannot  have  your  revenues  paid  in  specie^  so  kmg  as  it  r^ 
mains  at  a  premium  $  and  that  the  very  first  efifect  of  this 
law,  by  creating  a  new  demand,  would  be  to  increase  the 
premium,  and  thus  render  permanent  the  very  exigencies 
to  which  your  legislation  is  now  actually  yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  Suppose  the  law 
carried  out,  what  then  would  follow  1  The  importer,  be- 
sides all  other  charges  for  freight,  insurance,  dutiea,  &€., 
is  required  to  pay  five  or  (en  per  centum  for  specie  to  pay 
the  duties.  Certainfy  this  latter  would  be  added  to  the 
price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  the  whole  effect  of  yoor 
policy  would  be  to  tax  the  people  to  this  extent,  in  order 
that  Government  might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left 
to  struggle  on,  unaided,  against  all  the  ills  of  wortfalcas  pa- 
per money. 

My  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  by  peaaing  this 
law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  indefinite  period  the  resamp- 
tion  of  specie  payments  by  the  State  banks;  that  until  they 
do  resume,  the  law  must  be  inoperative,  and  the  Treasury 
supplied  by  loans ;  or,  if  enforced,  besides  creating  a  new 
and  heavy  ux  upon  all  foreign  merchandise,  the  sole  effect 
will  be  to  enrich  the  officeholders,  and  all  who  feed  upon 
the  public  crib,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  conunani* 
ty.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  last  objection  has  been  scouted 
as  mere  slang,  as  part  of  a  mere  «  rabble,'*  and  onworthy 
of  notice.  But  I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  met,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  overthrown.     I  do  not  believe  (and   thn 
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dnibelief  u  fbanded  on  th«  experienco  of  Ibe  pretent  day) 
thai  such  a  law  could  be  carried  out ;  but  if  it  were,  the 
boat  of  GovemmeDt  dependanta  would  grow  rich  under  it. 
They  would  have  money  worth  Ave  or  ten  dollars  more  in 
the  hundred  than  the  money  used  by  the  people;  and 
the  people  would  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  this  five  or  ten 
doUaia  in  the  hundredy  to  funiidi  the  fiwrmer  with  the  bet- 
ter cttrreacy. 

Now,  sir,  in  all  this,  my  sympatbiea  are  with  the  tax 
-  payers,  and  not  with  the  tax  gatherers.  I  go  for  the  inter- 
est of  thoee  who  are  to  pay,  and  not  for  those  who  arc  to 
xeceiTe.  I  cannot  agree  to  any  policy  which  might,  and  I 
believe  would,  lead  to  these  results.  It  is  unwise,  unjust, 
and  unnecessary ;  and  it  could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  stand 
one  day  after  those  results  are  ascertained. 

I  may  express  myself  strongly,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  do 
so  haisbly.  1  see  mischief  and  disaster  without  end,  in  any 
attempt  to  legislate  now  as  you  would  have  us  do  by  this 
bill ;  and  it  is  to  save  ourselves  from  utter  defeat  and  shame 
that  I  beg  you  to  pause  with  me^  ai^d  consider  the  conse- 
quence* of  such  an  attempt. 

Let  me,  before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject,  present 
anotiker  view,  which,  to  my  mind,  increases  the  diracultiee 
t»  be  encountered  by  the  proposed  law.  I  have,  so  far, 
conaidefed  only  the  demand  firising  dnder  the  accruing  rev- 
enue^ as  that  which  is  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
pmyaenL  But  the  revenue  in  arrear,  that  of  which  we 
are  Co  postpone  the  payment,  will  come  heavily  in  aid  to 
increase  this  demand  at  the  very  outset  of  the  new  law ; 
to  what  exte»t  we  do  not  as  yet  very  certainly  know,  but, 
lessoning  (rum  what  we  do  know,  the  promise  is  sufficient- 
Ij  appalling.  The  duty  bonds  to  be  postponed,  amount  in 
Kew  York  alone  to  more  than  7,000,000  dollan,  C4>mputed 
to  January  next,  and,  including  the  other  cities,  to  more 
than  10,UOO,000  dollars;  constituting,  to  such  ext«^nt, 
whatever  it  voMy  be,  an  obstacle  at  the  outset,  over  and 
above  what  is  to  be  encountered  in  its  ordinary  course. 

I  have  beard  it  said,  however,  that  this  very  demand  to 
be  rrsated  under  the  law,  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
in  specie  to  meet  it ;  and  thus  it  is  alleged  that  the  demand 
will  occasion  the  supply.  I  do  not  deny  this  in  the  least 
degree.  There  ia  nothing  more  certain,  in  every  branch  of 
pohticai  economy,  than  that  there  will  be  a  supply  for  the 
demand.  But  regard  for  one  insUnt  only  what  this  de- 
mand ic,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning  will  appear  at 
once.  It  ia  a  market  demand  which,  is  to  produce  this  sup- 
ply. It  is  an  increaae  only  of  the  same  deinand,  which 
has  already  banished  coin  from  ciiculation  ;  now  it  is  pur- 
chased for  exportation,  then  it  will  be  purchased  for  Gev- 
eramenc,  and  the  effect  will  be  precisely  the  same  in  both 
cases — to  give  a  marketable  value  to  specie  as  merchan- 
dise, in  lieu  of  the  exchangeable  value  which  it  would 
etherwioe  have  as  m<iney.  None  will  pretend  that,  because 
Government  will  pay  it  out  again,  it  will  thereby  circulate^ 
anises  they  can  find  the  term  circulation  fully  satisfied  in 
;  round  from  the  custom- houaa  to  the  broker,  and 


from  the  broker  to  the  custom  house. 

If  it  be  true,  then,  that  Government  cannot  eomroand 
the  preeiona  metals  trough  its  revenue,  until  they  return 
back  to  circulation,  the  inquiry  remains  to  be  answered, 
how  chat  end  ia  to  be  attained  1  I  would  answer,  first,  it 
will  be  attained  even  before  a  very  longtime,  if  matters  are 
allowed  to  reoiMn,  as  lar  as  Government  ia  concerned,  pre- 
cise^ whcce  they  now  are. 

Let  OS  keep  our  hands  off,  and  the  banks  will  resume 
as  speedily  as  raviting  trade  will  allow :  wiibin  that  periad 
I  will  not  profess  to  answer ;  but  their  course  of  dealing 
Mea  the  auapensioo  evincea  Ibe  atrongeat  purpose  to  do 
»H  at  the  earlieat  ^raetiQ^bte  day.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  |3%  in  hia  report,  that  lanoe  the  suspension 
fft  specie  payment,  **  the  policy  pursued  by  most  of  them, 
baa  bieo  lavorable  to  ea  early  dMMWge  of  their  engage- 


ments to  the  Treasury  and  to  a  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments." And,  again,  in  proof  of  that  position,  he  sayi^ 
speaking  of  the  deposite  banks,  that  *'  since  the  1st  of 
May,  their  discounts,  as  a  whole,  have  been  reduced  about 
^20,388,776;  their  circulation  $4,991,791;  and  thebr 
public  depositee  $16,607,316,  while  their  specie  has  di- 
minished less  than  $3,000,000.''  Such  is  the  encourag- 
ing account  which  the  Secretary  himself  gives  us  of  these 
institutions.  We  have  already  seen  the  great  reduction  in 
exchange  since  our  session  began,  evidencing  the  rapid  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  foreign  debt,  and  the  efiects  manifest- 
ed by  the  approaching  market  for  the  Southern  staples. 
Bven  the  presentation  of  the  bill  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 
paper,  had  an  effect  in  bringing  down  exchange.  Putting 
all  these  things  together,  we  may  safely  argue  that  the 
evil  day  is  passing  by  ;  and  all  that  I  urge  upon  yon  w, 
to  keep  hands  off,  and  let  very  well  alone. 

The  resolution  of  1816,  now  infull  force,  had  the  effect 
at  that  day  of  bringing  about  a  general  resumption  of 
specie  pigment  by  the  banke.  It  will  do  so  again,  if  ita 
operation  be  unaffected.  I  have  shown  you  already  the 
promise  under  it.  But  the  bill  proposes  to  repeal  that  re- 
solution, as  the  first  step  in  the  policy  of  the  new  law. 
Then,  the  attitude  oi  Government  towards  these  instiuip 
tions  was  one  of  encouragement  and  confidence.  It  of* 
fered  inducemento  to  them  to  resume,  and  invited  back  the 
confidence  of  the  community.  The  wisdom  of  that  policy 
was  manifested  by  the  result.  Now,  the  very  reverse  ia 
to  he  attempted ;  in  lieu  of  confidence,  we  present  die- 
credit  ;  for  encouragement,  menaced  destruction.  I  need 
not  add,  that  the  same  end  cannot  be  obtained  by  such  op- 
posite means. 

But  ag^iin,  sir,  there  is  in  this  bill  an  entire  departure 
from  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  the  admioisUstion, 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency.  It  looks  no  ftfrther  than  to 
a  supply  of  specie  Ibr  the  Government  and  its  dependants. 
There  is  no  account  taken  of  the  more  important  object  of 
infusing  specie  into  circulation  for  the  common  use  of  the 
people.  Then,  the  great  effort  was  to  enlarge  the  specie 
basis,  by  (he  suppression  of  small  notes.  The  Govern- 
ment, as  the  greatest  creditor  of  the  banks,  sought  to  ef- 
liBct  this  by  the  control  incident  to  its  large  deposite.  The 
banks  were  encouraged  in  every  way  to  co-operate;  and 
the  States  were  appealed  to  for  their  aid  in  the  common 
duty  of  a  reform  in  the  currency. 

Mtoy  of  them,  where  there  was  a  bank  issue  under  five 
dollars,  BMt  the  appeal  at  once,  by  a  direct  prohibition  to 
that  extent. 

But  the  State  of  Virginia  went  farther.  She  had  long 
since  nealixed  the  beneflu  ef  a  apecie  drculetion  below  five 
Mlans,  by  a  prohibition  of  all  paper  under  that  amount ; 
and,  on  the  very  first  occasion  when  the  charters  of  her 
banks  would  be  reached,  so  recently  as  during  the  last 
winter,  the  prohibition  was  extended  to  ten  dollars,  and  to 
take  effect  at  an  early  day. 

These  were  the  measures  then  contemplated  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  currency,  and  begun  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  powerful  aid  of  State  legislation.  Why  are  they  to 
be  altandoned  now  1  It  was  admitted  then,  and  it  is  b^ 
yond  all  question  true,  that  specie,  either  in  gold  or  silver, 
will  not  circulate  by  the  side  of  paper.  If  experience  of 
this  were  wanting,  it  is  abundant  in  Virginia,  in  referenoa 
to  email  notea ;  as  soon  as  they  were  expelled  by  her  law, 
ailver  took  their  place.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  her 
policy  could  be  carried  out,  by  the  expulsion  of  all  paper 
under  twehty  dollars,  gold  would  flow  at  once  into 
the  vacant  channels.  All  this  can  yet  be  done,  by  a  eim- 
ple  adhereoee  to  the  original  plan.  But  your  policy  is  in 
utter  disrogard  of  all  such  intant 

The  great  forcing  process  now  in  cotitemplation,  will 
work  the  very  revenw  of  what  was  then  so  strenuously 
OTgad.     It  will  put  all  oar  goMen  dreams  tafiight,  of  the 
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halcyon  days  of  hard  money,  and  the  States  will  be  com- 
pelled, from  sheer  necessity,  to  license  once  more  the  very 
lowest  issue  of  bank  paper.  Seein.i^  these  things,  as  I  clearly 
do  in  prospect,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed  law,  I 
can  have  no  choice  bat  to  raise  my  voice  against  it. 

As  to  BO  much  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the  collectors  of 
the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its  branches,  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  I  have  but  little  to  say.  It  is  cer- 
tainly subject  to  very  strong  objectionii,  not  the  leant  of 
which  is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which  it 
must  give  rise ;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most  dangerous  in- 
fluence, as  being  so  immediately  connected  with  the  public 
money.  Neither  is  this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it 
is  said  that  the  patronage  will  be  less  than  that  exercised 
in  the  intercourse  between  the  Government  and  the  deposite 
banks ;  because,  by  the  simple  substitute  of  a  special  for  a 
general  deposits,  all  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away ; 
and  on  the  score  of  safety,  the  dilff^rence  is  incalculable. 

Whether  I  regard,  then,  the  pernicious  influence  which 
this  bill  must  exercise  npon  the  currency,  if  now  enacted 
into  law,  or  the  inadequacy  of  its  provisions  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  money,  I  am  equally  constrained  to  withhold 
my  assent  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has  never  been  submitted 
to  the  country,  and  has  had  very  little  consideration  )iere. 
The  innovation  is  too  great,  the  transition  too  violent,  from 
all  previous  usage,  to  be  thus  suddenly  met 

The  people  are  tod  deeply  interested  in  the  consequences 
which  may  follow,  to  have  this  usage  changed,  without 
tlie  most  matured  consideration.  For  mvself,  sir,  I  want 
to  go  home  from  this  whole  subject,  reinfecta.  It  is  a  new 
proposition,  presented  for  the  first  time,  in  an  imposing 
form  by  ihe  late  message,  and,  before  adopted,  should  be 
well  and  thoroughly  canvassed  before  the  country.  The 
President  himself,  in  proposing  it,  invites,  and  the  subject 
is  well  worthy  of,  the  fullest  deliberation. 

Let  it  be  discussed,  then,  as  it  will  be,  and  as  all  great 
public  measures  ought  to  be,  by  the  people  themselves  in 
their  primair  asMmblies,  and  through  the  press,  before  it 
is  enacted  into  law. 

No  inconvenience  can  possibly  arise'  from  this  postpone- 
ment ;  first,  because  the  time  must  necessarily  be  short,  as 
Congress  will  be  again  in  session,  within  six  weeks  from 
the  adjournment  And,  secondly,  because  the  whole  sys- 
tem proposed  is  now,  under  the  late  orders  of  the  Treasury, 
in  as  full  and  complete  operation,  as  if  specially  ordained 
by  the  law  under  consideration.  The  Secretary  has  already 
adopted  it,  in  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  under  the  dis- 
cretion given  to  him  by  the  law  organizing  the  Treasury 
Department.  There  is  no  occasion,  then,  for  this  great 
haste,  and  there  is  every  reason  why  we  should  fort»ear. 

We  are  told,  however,  by  an  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickxns,]  that,  by  our  opposition  to 
the  present  bill,  we  are  strengthening  the  interest  of  that 
party  which  seeks  the  re-establishment  of  a  national  bank. 
This  suggestion,  sir,  has  come  from  a  very  remarkable 
quarter.  I  do  not  allude  now  to  the  member  from  Carolina, 
but  to  a  distinguished  statesman  from  the  same  State,  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol.  The  sub-treasuries,  it  is  said, 
must  be  ordained  at  once,  as  the  only  safeguard  against  the 
restoration-  of  a  great  national  banking  institution ;  and  this 
ratiocination  seems  to  be  thrown  out  as  a  sort  of  bugbear, 
to  frighten  us  into  instant  submission. 

Sir,  in  my  humble  sphere  at  home,  or  in  the  halls  of  our 
State  Legislature,  my  opinions  on  the  subject  of  a  federal 
bank  need  no  new  confession.  I  have  ever  been  an  un- 
compromising foe  to  any  such  institution.  I  believe  the 
^existence  of  such  a  bank  is  inconsistent  with  the  purity, 
and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  popular  government.  I  have 
ever  opposed  it,  in  every  ibrm,  on  grounds  of  expediency; 
and,  what  ia  above  all,  to  fix  and  confirm  that  opposition,  I 
entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  has  no  sanction,  either 
in  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  the  constitution.   Strongly  eom- 


mitted,  then,  to  such  opinions,  and  having  uniformly  acted 
up  to  them  in  eveiy  time  of  trial ;  in  the  removal  of  the 
depositee,  through  the  panic  era,  and  the  Executive  veto, 
1  am  not  to  be  frightened  from  what  I  have  taken  as  the 
path  of  duty,  by  the  new-bom  fears  even  of  so  distinguish- 
ed a  proselyte. 

I  distrust  the  quarter,  sir,  whence  the  denunciation  comes. 
I  have  no  confidence  in  that  counsel  which  springs  from 
the  seal  of  recent  conversion— opinions  that  are  hastily  taken 
np,  are  as  speedily  laid  aside,  and  are  worthy  of  no  reliance 
whatever. 

No,  sir,  in  my  humble  judgment  the  danger  of  recnrrence 
to  a  national  bank  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  very  opposite 
quarter :  in  the  immature  conception  and  hurrird  execu- 
tion of  this  sub-Treasury  scheme.  I  do  not  mean  to  pre- 
dict it,  tiecause  T  would  not  be  understood  as  disparaging 
the  judgment  of  those  who  confide  mora  readily  than  I  do. 
But  suppose  they  should  fail ;  suppose  it  should  be  found 
impracticable  to  carry  out  the  new  scheme;  that  the  currcn- 
ey  should  grow  mpnt ;  that  bank  paper  should  continue 
irredeemable ;  and  the  people  become  wearied  out  with  your 
rigid  exaction  of  coin  from  them,  while  nothing  but  paper 
is  paid  to  them  :  I  ask  you,  and  1  put  it  to  the  seriooe 
consideration  of  the  country,  what  remedy  would  then  btf 
fimnd  1  You  could  not  fall  back  upon  the  State  banks* 
They  had  just  been  divorced,  and  common  decency  would 
forbid  the  new  espousal.  Where,  then,  would  yoo  find 
refuge?  Why,  sir,  as  was  done  once  before,  in  the  arms  of 
a  national  bank,  and  nowhere  else. 

I  am  not  at  all  answered  in  the  objections  thus  advanced, 
when  I  am  told  that  my  apprehensions  of  this  failure  are 
without  foundation.  You  relied  as  confidently  whea 
the  public  money  was  transferred  to  the  State  banks,  that 
they  would  not  fail.  Every  oflicial  report  and  every  State 
paper  was  replete  with  their  commendation.  We  were 
lolfl  that  they  were  equal  to  every  emergency,  in  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  furnished  ita  best  and 
safest  reliance.  And  yet,  within  two  short  years,  the  whole 
system  is  denounced  as  an  entire  failure.  What  better  as- 
surance can  you  give  us  now  than  you  ofifered  then? 

Why  msy  not  your  new  scheme  fail  1  I  believe  that  it 
must,  inevitably  must,  if  attempted  now.  And  when  It 
does  fail,  I  can  imagine  no  possible  resource  left,  but  that 
which  our  new  convert  so  earnestly  deprecates.  T  prey 
you  to  excuse  me^  then,  if  I  do  not  see  with  his  e^es. 

Sir,  in  attempting  these  sub-Treasuries  now,  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  I  may  so  express  it,  is  retreating  to  the  eiiadel 
at  once,  in  the  great  battle  with  a  nsttonal  bank.  I  aee 
nothing  but  danger  in  the  attempt — opinions  diflfer  amongst 
your  best  and  ablest  advisera,  whether  you  can  now  meke 
the  position  good  ;  and  if  you  do  not,  then  is  no  escepe. 
no  choice,  but  in  unconditional  surrender. 

One  word  more,  sir,  to  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Caroline,  and  to  those  to  whom  this  portion  of  bis  address 
Is  directed.  I  understand  him  as  making  an  appeal  to  the 
democrats  of  the  North,  to  rally  around  this  sub-Treasary 
scheme,  as  their  surest  and  safest  protection  against  the 
oppression  of  Northern  capitalista.  He  tells  them  thmt 
they  are  looked  upon  as  the  natural  allies  of  the  South, 
because  their  labor  hokls  the  same  position  to  capital  in 
their  country  that  our  slaves  hold  to  their  owners  at  the 
South. 

How  these  Northern  democrats  may  relish  the  doctrines 
of  their  new  ally,  I  need  venture  no  prediction.  I  donbt 
whether  they  can  be  brought  to  rally  around  the  standmnl 
of  a  leader,  who  denies  them  any  placei  even  in  the  com- 
mon scale  of  humanity. 

Is  it  upon  principles  such  as  these,  that  the  Northern 
democracy  is  invoked  to  lend  their  aid  to  the  measures  con* 
templated  by  this  bill !  These  are  they,  I  presume,  vrho 
ara  appealed  to  in  the  oocasiontl  addresses  of  certain  ne^re- 
papers,  as  the   **  d€m^tracy  of  numbertf"  C(intradisaii<» 
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gmtbecl,  wa  find  now,  from  any  democracy  of  men — who 
hoU  no  place  in  the  thinking;,  acting  part  of  the  comma- 
nity,  but  are  classed  ae  mere  dead  weight,  to  be  thrown  at 
will  into  either  acale  of  the  political  balance. 

If  there  be  any  such  party  in  onr  favored  land,  I  thank 
Heaven  that  it  ia  unknown  in  the  quarter  of  the  country 
from  whence  I  come.  We  have  there,  err,  I  am  proud  to 
iay,  aa  honeat  and  sturdy  a  race  of  democrats  as  ever  the 
ami  ahone  upon.  Of  intelligent,  thinking,  independent, 
and  free  men ;  each  doing  and  acting  for  himself  in  all 
qupstiona  of  public  interest;  having  perfect  equality  of 
right,  and  participating,  to  the  fullest  extent  of  a  free 
citizen,  in  the  direction  and  control  of  all  public  aflairs. 

Thia,  air,  is  tiie  character  of  the  democracy  with  which 
I  am  familiar ;  nor  I  apprehend  are  our  true  Northern  de- 
mocrats of  a  texture  any  whit  inferior.  But  I  desire  my 
coostitaenta  at  least  to  know  to  what  sort  of  democracy  the 
meriu  of  this  bill  are  addressed  by  its  friends.  Not  to  in- 
telligent and  thinking  men,  but  to  a  class  who  are  counted 
only  by  their  numbers,  and  are  eatamated  to  have  no  in- 
floenoe  in  public  affiira,  save  as  a  mass  holding  a  certain 
poaiiion  toward  capital. 

[Mr.  PicKxKfl  here  asked  the  floor,  and  was  understood 
to  amy,  that  he  did  not  lay  down  the  proposition  as  broadly 
as  was  stated  by  Mr.  Masoit.  He  mesnt  only  to  say,  that 
the  tendency  of  the  institutions  at  the  North  wii  to  or- 
ganise capital,  and  to  make  labor  tributary  to  it ;  and,  un- 
less each  tendency  were  checked,  would  finally  reduce 
labor  there  to  a  state  of  Tassalage.] 

Having  thna  given  my  objections  to  the  passage  of  any 
law  at  this  time,  which  has  not  for  one  of  its  principal 
objecta  a  reformation  of  the  currency,  or,  I  should  more 
properly  say,  which  will  not  by  its  operation  lead  bark 
the  banks  to  a  resumption  of  payment,  I  proceed  briefly 
to  suggest  what  my  opinions  are  of  the  ultimate  attitude 
which  the  Government  should  BS»ume  towards  these  inpti- 
tntiona.  I  have  no  expectation  or  belief,  notwithsianding 
the  cry  which  has  been  raised  against  the  banks,  through 
Ibe  press  and  otherwise,  that  1^  any  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment these  institutions  can  be  detttroyed.  It  is  not  in  your 
power  to  do  so,  sir,  if  you  would ;  and,  if  attempted  by 
«By  means,  direct  or  indirect,  every  eflfort  that  you  could 
make  wonld  eventuate  in  defeat.  They  are  treated  by  the 
Statea — ^are  incorporated,  and  have  life  given  to  them  by 
their  aeparate  law— for  their  being  they  lean  upon  the 
States,  and  are  as  entirely  independent  of  you,  as  yoii  can 
ever  become  of  them.  Most  of  the  States  have  a  large 
moneyed  interest  in  their  stock,  and  participate  largely  in 
their  management  by  the  immediate  appointment  of  di- 
lectora. 

Tiiginia  has  an  immense  fund  invested  in  her  banks, 
the  income  from  which  is  appropriated  to  education,  to  in- 
teroaj  improvement,  and  to  other  favorite  oljecta  of  her 
State  policy.  Besides  ail  which,  the  banks  of  each  State 
fomtah  to  each  the  entire  paper  circulation  within  ito  bor- 
ders—a soarce  of  profit  in  which  the  States  themselves 
largriy  participate.  For  good  or  for  ill,  then,  these  lianks 
are  ao  efesely  interwoven  now,  in  all  their  relations  with 
State  interests,  that  they  cannot  be  eradicated,  even  by  the 
power  upon  which  they  depend  for  existence. 

They  enter  largely  into,  and  influence  to  a  great  extent, 
an  the'elennenta  which  afiTect  the  trade  of  the  country ;  and 
tho%  whether  you  are  connected  with,  6r  divorced  from 
them,  whenever  tfftde  or  the  course  of  exchange  (in  which 
they  largely  deal)  is  deranged  or  injured,  your  finances 
will  be  immediately  aflfected.  You  may  be  divorced  from 
them  a  menaa^  and  a  vineuliff  and  should  a  period  ever 
0eenr  again,  when  there  is  a  general  soppension  of  specie 
payment,  your  Treasury  will  stop  payment  in  unison  with 
Ibe  banks,  precisely  as  it  has  done  now ;  and  the  only  dif- 
lerence  between  you  will  be,  that  they  will  stop  payment 
0B  a  taemnn  of  precavtton,  and  yon  from  necessity. 


I  aay,  then,  emphatically,  that  the  present  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  Treasury  is  not  owing  to  ita  connexion 
with  the  banks.  You  have  not  now  money  enough  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  in  all  the  banks  north  of  the 
Potomac  put  together,  (the  quarter  where  the  principal 
revenue  is  collected,)  to  carry  on  the  Government  for  two 
weeks.  The  Treasury  is  without  money ;  not  because  the 
banks  have  stopped  payment,  but  because  its  supplies  are 
cut  off.  Its  revenue  is  stagnant  in  the  hands  of  iu  debt- 
ors, and  not  in  the  vaulta  of  the  banks.  There  is  money 
enough  due  to  you,  but  you  cannot  get  it  in,  and  so  it  is 
jprecieely  with  the  banks.  You  and  they  are  both  obliged, 
being  operated  upon  by  th^  aame  causes,  to  give  time  to 
your  debtore,  and  to  wait  for  the  reaction  of  trade,  the  re- 
vival of  commerce,  before  ytiu  can  again  get  afloat. 

Neither  is  this  reasoning  at  all  weakened  by  the  fact 
that  you  have  aome  five  or  six  millions  yet  on  deposite  In 
the  Southern  and  Western  Stales,  which  is  styled  "un- 
available"—-meaning  that  you  cannot  command  it  for  use. 
You  cannot  command  it,  simply  because  you  have  no  use 
for  it  in  the  place  where  it  is.  In  the  Northern  and  East- 
em  States,  where  yon  had  use  for  the  money,  you  have 
withdrawn  it  rapidly  since  the  su^ipension,  and  so  yon 
would  have  done  from  thoae  South  and  Wear,  could  yoa 
have  used  the  money  at  the  place  where  it  was.  Suppose, 
then,  that  this  money,  instead  of  being  on  deposiie  in  the 
banks,  was  locked  up  in  sub-treaauries  in  gold  and  silver. 
Five  or  six  millions  of  bullion  Is  too  large  a  sum  to  be 
suddenly  transferred  from  one  quarter  of  the  country  to 
the  other  without  producing  very  serious  effecta  upon  the 
trade  and  business  of  those  places  whence  it  is  taken ;  and 
yet  you  would  have  no  other  resource  whatever  in  order 
to  make  it  <*  available,"  but  to  bring  it  away  in  bulk, 
transporting  it  at  heavy  cost  acroas  the  country  from  the 
place  where  it  was  collected  to  the  place  where  it  was 
wanted. 

You  could  not  command  a  dollar  by  means  of  exchange; 
for  the  very  causes  that  now  make  your  deposite  '<  un- 
available" there,  have  run  up  exchange  to  rather  more  than 
the  expenses  of  transportation.  And  thus  that  whole  fund, 
even  if  now  in  gold  and  silver,  and  in  sub-treasuries  to 
boot,  would  be  just  as  unavailable  to  Government,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  as  their  deposite  is  in  the 
banks  mentioned.  Government  would  not  attempt  to  bring 
away  the  metal.  The  country  would  not  allow  itself  to  ba 
thus  drained ;  or,  if  it  were  done,  the  very  operation  would 
open  the  people's  eyes  to  the  working  of  the  machinery, 
and  all  would  cry  out  against  it.  No,  sir ;  If  this  whole 
''unavailable  fund"  in  the  South  and  Weat  were  now  lock- 
ed up  there  in  gold  and  silver,  aooner  than  encounter  the 
cost  and  risk  of  transportation,  and  the  clamor  that  would 
be  raised  against  it  in  thoae  States,  we  should  go  quietly 
to  work,  as  we  are  now  doing,  and  Issue  Treasury  notes 
to  answer  in  ita  place,  until  the  restoration  of  trade  to  ita 
accustomed  channels  would  allow  ita  being  made  available 
by  the  use  of  bills  of  exchange. 

Treating  the  banks,  then,  as  they  ceKainly  are,  institu- 
tions dependent  ffir  their  being  npon  the  States  alone,  and 
yet  exercising  m  important  an  infiuence  upon  the  trada 
and  business  of  the  eountry,  it  becomes  ns  next  to  inquire 
what  is  the  best  and  safest  relation  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  place  itself  toward  them,  to  avoid,  as  far  aa 
may  be,  a  recurrence  of  the  evils  under  which  we  now 
labor. 

In  the  firat  place,  I  see  no  prior  necessity,  either  as  re- 
gards the  welfare  of  the  Government  or  the  banka,  for  any 
connexion  between  them  whataoever.  A  sudden  and  vio- 
lent separation,  such  as  is  contemplated  by  this  bill,  I  have 
already  aaid  would,  in  my  judgmef^t,  be  impracticable  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  country.  I  believe  the  tran- 
sition (from  the  state  of  things  which  such  a  'Hlivorcs^ 
wonld  create)  would  be  a  nataoMl  bank,  as  inaviiably  as 
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from  anarchy  and  confusion  a  people  always  seek  reUef  in 
despotism. 

The  process  of  separation  must  be  gradual  after  it  is 
commenced.  And  its  commencement  must  await  the  en- 
tire recoyery  of  trade,  accompanied,  as  such  recovery  will 
be,  by  a  sound  and  healthful  currency  ;  that  is  to  say,  a 
currency,  so  far  as  it  is  paper,  convertible  into  specie  at 
will. 

The  Government  may,  I  think,  under  such  circpmstan- 
ces,  and  at  such  time,  confine  its  receipts  to  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  withhold  its  revenue,  while  resting  between  col- 
lection and  disbursement,  from  all  use^  whether  of  banks 
or  others. 

I  am  aware  that  strong  objections  hold  to  keeping  so 
much  money  idle  as  would  remain  permanently  on  hand 
under  any  system  that  may  be  adopt^.  But  my  decided 
impression  is,  nevertheless,  that  the  patronage  and  politi- 
cal influences  with  which  its  use  by  these  corporations 
must  be  attended,  together  with  the  great  incentive  which 
it  ol&rs  to  overtrading,  are  ohjectioof  far  stronger.  And 
from  such  inaction  of  the  public  money  I  should  look  for 
another  great  practical  good.  It  would  invite,  in  the  most 
«rgent  manner,  as  a  fixed  policy,  a  scale  of  revenue  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  standard  of  the  most  epoaomical  ad- 
ministration. 

And  again :  by  confining  its  receipts  to  gold  and  silver, 
the  collection  uf  the  revenue  would  exercise  a  saluUiry 
control  over  the  issue  of  the  State  banks.  It  would  do  so, 
by  presenting  at  their  doors,  to  the  extent  of  that  demand, 
always  an  inexorable  creditor — a  cnrb  sadly  wanted  by  the 
ibauks  in  their  late  career.  The  receipt  by  Government  of 
gold  and  silver  only,  after  the  pa^wr  medium  becomes  free- 
ly and  immediately  convertible  into  coin,  presents  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  position  that  Government  must  deal 
in  the  same  currency  in  which  the  people  deal,  because 
coin  and  paper  immediately  convertible  are  substantially 
the  same. 

But  I  can  see  no  advantage,  i^nd  on  the  contrary  a  fruit- 
ful source  of  mischief,  in  making  Government  officers  the 
keepere  of  the  cash.  Place  about  them  what  guards  you 
may,  in  the  shape  of  commissioners,  inspectors,  or  wbatr 
ever  else,  peculation  will  be  endless.  There  is  no  security 
in  it,  and  it  will  involve  heavy  and  unnecessary  expense. 
The  chief  and  over- ruling  objection,  however,  is  the  end- 
leas  source  of  patronage  to  which  it  would  give  rise.  Make 
|he  machinery  as  simple  as  you  may,  and  open  to  view, 
wherever  money  is,  temptation  will  creep  in,  and  corrup- 
tion in  eveiy  form  following  at  iu  heels.  But  the  m(»ney 
£an  1)0  safely  kept,  nnder  the  most  ample  security,  and  freed 
Irom  every  objection  of  patronage  or  (wlitiral  influence,  by 
a  simple  system  of  special  d«$posites  in  the  State  banks,  re- 
maining always  in  specie,  the  separate  property  of  the 
Government,  and  paid  out  in  kind  upon  drafts  from  the 
Treasury. 

I  have  thus  staled  my  objections  candidly  and  fairly  to  the 
bill.  They  go  more  to  its  peculiar  machinery,  and  to  the 
time  at  which  it  is  brought  forward,  than  to  lU  general 
scope  as  a  measure  of  State  policy  in  the  sobject  which  it 
is  intended  to  aflect.  There  is  no  sufficient  reason,  as  I 
have  already  declared,  satisfactory  to  my  mind  at  least, 
why  it  should  be  passed  now  at  the  close  of  a  short  and 
huriied  session.  And  I  take  leave  of  it,  therefore,  in  the 
oonfident  hope  that  this  great  subject  of  the  relations  be- 
tween bank  and  State  will,  at  a  future  day,  be  presented 
in  such  form  as  will  unite  those  counsels  which  are  now 
•0  unhappily  divided. 

When  Mr.  Masoit  bad  concluded^^ 

Mr.  BOUBHTSON,  of  Viiginia,  addressed  the  chair  as 
ItUows: 

Mr.  Cbainnan :  As  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mn  Lbcaas]  ban  declined  for  the  present  occupying  the 
flopr,  fOkd  Bo  i»tbffr  ^mfkmmi  9^vm  (tiipoa^  to  wldrepa 


the  committee,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  ask  a  share 
of  its  attention.  Before  attempting  to  express  my  views, 
permit  me,  sir,  to  advert  to  an  amendment  which  I  had 
the  honor,  some  two  weeks  past,  to  lay  upon  the  table^ 
and  which,  with  some  modifications^  it  ii  still  my  wish, 
at  a  proper  time,  to  present. 

[Mr.  RoBKRTSoir  here  requested  that  the  Clerk  might 
read  a  part  of  his  proposed  amendment] 

My  proposition,  sir,  substantially  is,  (hat  the  public 
treasure  shall  be  placed  as  a  special  deposits  in  the  local 
banks. 

The  bill  before  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  presents  for  our  con- 
sideration two  questions,  essentially  distinct,  which,  how- 
ever, seem  frequently  confounded:  one,  as  to  the  medium 
in  which  the  public  dues  should  be  paid;  the  othpr  aa  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  kept.  The  one  is  a 
question  of  currency  :  the  other  of  custody  merely. 

Agreeing,  sir,  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Jamxs  M.  Ma- 
soif,]  that  no  Government  ought  to  exact  from  the  people 
a  currency  which  they  cannot  command  without  a  heavy 
sacrifice,  I  am  prepared  to  go  farther  than  he  is.     Afier  eo 
strongly  protesting  against  such  a  policy,  he  must  pardon 
me  for  saying  that  in  insisting,  as  he  does,  on  specie,  or 
the  notes  of  specie  paying  ^nks,  he  runs  eoorner  to  his 
own  doctrine.     There  is  but  little  diHerence  between  his 
scheme,  indeed,  and  that  of  the  bill  before  us^  which  he 
denounces  as  oppressive.     The  only  diflference  is,  that  ha 
^vould  permit  the  whole  revenue  to  be  paid  in  notes  uf 
specie  paying  banks,  whereaa  this  bill  permits three-foartha 
only  for  the  ensuing  year,  gradually  diminishing  the  pro- 
portion, until,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  specie  only  shall 
be  received.     But  at  this  time,  and  uutil  the  banks  shall 
open  their  vaults,  both  propositions  are  equally  oppressive ; 
lor  until  that  shall  happen,  and  no  man  can  foretell  the 
day,  there  can  be  no  notes  of  spiecie  pa>ing  banks,  and 
gold  and  silver  therefore  is  exacted  by  buta*     To  afibrd 
any  effectual  relief,  we  must  receive  i>uch  cumncy  as  the 
people  can  procure ;  we  should  take  from  them  until  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  such  notea 
as  they  take  from  each  other;  such  as  the  State  govern- 
ments receive  in  payment  of  public  dues — provided  they 
be  not  too  greatly  depreciated.     If  gentlemen  can  insure 
a  speedy  resumption,  it  may  be  well  to  insist  on  gold  and 
silver,  or  the  notes  of  banks  which  pay  it  out ;  but  to  ex- 
act either  at  this  time,  is  to  be  guilty  of  the  very  o|>pre»- 
sion  my  colleague  so  justly  denounces.    The  only  remedy 
for  the  evil  which  those  who  have  the  power  propose  to 
>^Pply>  i*  ^o  be  found  in  the  plan  they  have  adopted  of  ia- 
suing  Treasury  notes.     The  manufactory  of  paper  money 
just  established  in  Washington,  is  to  aiibrd  us  a  currency 
adequate  to  all  our  wants.     My  colleague,  who  supported 
the  measure,  disavows  any  design  of  creating  this  curren- 
cy with  a  view  to  circulation.     I  am  glad  that  he  does. 
But  the  object  has  been  explicitly  avowed  by  many  of  ita 
friends  on  this  floor.     We  have  been  told  by  the  i'reaident 
that  eight  or  ten  millions  will  suffice  for  public  payments; 
and,  with  the  view  of  meeting  those  payments,  we  author- 
ize the  issue  of  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes.     It  only 
requires  authority  to  continue  them  in  circulation,  by  a  re- 
issue, to  supply  the  whole  annual  revenue.     Should  this 
system  become  established,  all  the  channels  that  lead  to 
the  Treasury  will  be  supplied  with  our  new  paper  money. 
and  not  a  dollar  of  specie,  in  all  probability,  find  its  way 
to  it,  except  what  may  flow  from  the  mint.     This  is  the 
plan  of  our  hard-money  Government ;  and,  to  reconcile  us 
to  it,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McKjm,]  by  a 
strong  figure  of  speech,  calls  this  paper  gold  and  sUver. 

I  do  not  profess  to  measure  the  consequences  of  tbia 
new  issue  of  paper  money.  I  believe  it  to  be  calculated, 
if  not  intended,  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  State  hank% 
and  am  unwilling  myself  to  engage  in  a  war  upon  them. 
All  the  Stat^  have  adopted  the  {ijolicy  of  bvmking.     Thoir 
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rigln  ID  do  thit  none  will  ^OMlitia :  tbey  hftve  a  dwp  in- 
trrMi  in  their  revpeotive  banking  imthulions.  Tbe  8tate 
wpwwniad  by  myaalf  and  colleagues  has  inveeled  in  them 
bnr  fond*  for  edncatiott  and  iiHernal  improvement.  Un- 
dor  these  circumsUnees,  it  is  net  in  our  place  to  read 
homiUea  to  tbe  8tate  governments  on  the  impolicy  of 
Wnks,  nor  to  do  any  thing  here  in  onr  representative  charac- 
ter, with  the  Tiew  of  crippling  or  destroying  them.  On 
tbe  eeolrary,  within  oor  constitutional  power,  we  should 
rather  endeaivor  to  r^tore  their  credit  and  stability. 

Aa  for  that  part  of  the  bill  which  direcu  in  what  cur- 
rency the  public  does  shall  bo  paid  In  all  time  to  come,  it 
sMoia  to  me  unnecessary  and  prematnre.  We  need  not 
Isgislale  in  this  matter  for  posterity ;  nor  even  for  the  next 
three  or  lour  yeara.  The  present  state  of  the  currency  is 
sesh,  that  we  should  act  more  wiiieljr  to  leave*  this  ques- 
iiso  to  those  who  will  come  after  us,  and  content  oop- 
sdvee  with  providing  lor  the  poBsent  emergency.  But, 
sir,  I  wniw  the  sufajeoi  of  ourrencyi  as  one  in  regard  to 
which  dw  Ooverument  has  already  settled  its  policy,  and 
pass  OD  to  the  other  very  interesting  question  presented  by 
the  bill— that  relating  to  the  custody  of  the  publie  money. 

The  plan  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  suggesting — 
by  no  means,  however,  of  originating — that  of  speciaUy 
depoaitiag  the  pnNie  Innda  in  the  local  banks,  is  essential- 
ly difierent,  not  only  from  the  hill,  but  also  from  tbe 
amendment  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  OAmiAHS.]  It  main- 
tains tbm  principle  of  separating  this  Government,  both  in 
its  peeuniary  and  political  concerns,  from  banking  corpora- 
tiona,  whieh  my  colleague's  amendment,  providing  for  a 
general  deposite,  does  not,  and  at  the  same  time  secures 
the  public  tieasure  from  the  risk  to  which  the  biH  subjects 
it,  1^  leovlnf  it  tn  the  custody  of  in^lduals.  We  have 
afaeody  experienced  the  rainoue  consequences  of  leaving 
the  Tast  fevenuee  of  the  Govermnetit  in  the  banM  as  a 
boas  for  banking  operations.  The  plan  of  special  depos- 
itee, if  adopted,  will  prevent  ffaefrMeurrence  for  the  future; 
and  pfovent,  too,  the  no  leas  serfous  evils  which  may  be 
anijeipatod  from  sufbting  these  immense  treasures  to  re- 
main in  the  hanils  of  oor  revenue  officers.  There  »  every 
reason  to  fear  that  those  officers  will  themselves  use  the 
money,  as  the  deposite  banks  have  done,  by  wsy  of  loan 
and  diseoont,  or  be  tempted  to  employ  it  in  private  speeu- 
httone.  The  instances  of  such  abuses  are,  unfortunately, 
but  loo  frequent.  I  must  say,  however,  that  those  alluded 
IS  by  my  colleafne,  [Mr.  GAmiAKO,]  as  having  occurred 
in  Viif;inia,  do  not  justify  the  use  he  has  made  of  them  to 
show  that  hie  plan  of  general  deposite  in  bank  is  exempt 
fnxn  danger ;  for  they  occurred  under  that  very  system, 
and  not,  ae  he  seems  to  have  supposed,  under  a  system  re- 
sembling what  is  (ftlled  the  sub-Treasury.  The  same 
nay  be  said  of  the  almost  innumerable  defaults  in  the 
Post  Qffiee.  Still,  they  prove  tbe  difficulty  of  resisting 
and  tbe  danger  to  which  the  public  treasure 
always  exposed  under  the  most  guarded  regula- 
tiun ;  and,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  apply  with  increased 
force  to  the  scheme  contained  in  tbe  bill. 

There  are  bat  three  modes  suggested  of  providing  for 
the  custody  of  the  public  money ;  by  placing  it  in  bank  as 
a  general  depoeite,  or  as  a  special  deposite ;  or  leaving  it 
in  the  hands  of  individuals.  I  prefer  the  plan  of  special 
deposite;  but  if  compelled  to  select  between  the  bill  upon 
your  table,  and  the  amendment,  imperfbct  and  exception- 
able as  it  is,  I  must  say,  unequivocally,  I  will  take  that 
i  insures  a  separation  rsther  than  that  which  perpet- 
I  the  union  between  the  Government  and  the  banks — 
tietween  political  power  and  moneyed  capital.  I  hope,  sir, 
the  measure  in  its  present  shape  will  not  be  forced  upon 
no.  It  is  because  I  wish  the  principle  to  be  successfully 
carried  into  practice,  that  I  object  to  a  plan  almost  certain, 
by  its  failure,  to  give  a  triumph  to  its  enemies,  and  pave 
the  way  for  a  national  bank. 


All  agree,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  national  bank,  at  tbie 
time.  Is  inexpedient  and  unattainable.  Yet  no  one  can  be 
so  blind  as  not  tu  see  that  the  friends  of  such  an  institution 
have  it  In  fbll  prospect.  Tbe  whole  course  of  the  debate 
during  the  present  session,  proves  that  they  by  no  means 
despair  of  its  ultimate  establisbnvent.  Elaborate  arguments 
have  been  urged  with  a  view  to  forestal  public  opinion.  I 
must,  therefore,  sir,  ask  tbe  indulgence  of  the  committee, 
not  to  enter  at  length  into  the  examination  of  a  subject  so 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  ablest  statesmen,  that  an 
idea  can  scarcely  be  presented  that  has  not  been  repeatedly 
presented  before ;  but  to  glance  at  the  grotlnds  upon  which 
it  is  urged,  and  the  reasons  which  render  it  the  object  with 
me  of  apprehension  and  aversion. 

The  power  to  establish  k  national  bank  is  deduced  from 
various  clauses  in  the  constitution.  No  one  pretends  that 
it  is  granted  in  express  terms;  and  the  variety  of  sources 
from  whence  it  is  inferred,  is  a  strong  argument  against  the 
pretension.  We  are  referred  to  tbe  clause  wbich  autho- 
rites  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among  tbe  several  States.  The  term  regulate^  is  ex. 
pounded  as  synonymous  with  faeilitate,  snd  then  the  grant 
of  power  is  made  out  without  difficulty  ;  for  banks,  none  ■ 
will  deny,  facilitate  commerce ;  and  so,  it  may  be  asserted 
with  equal  truth,  do  ships,  and  canals,  and  roads ;  and  the 
conclusion  to  which  we  arrive  that  Congress  may  incor- 
porate a  bank,  is  equally  strong  in  favor  of  the  right  to 
build  ships  or  incorporate  companies  for  constructing  roads 
and  canals ;  and  this  conclusion,  accordingly,  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  the  federalists  have  always  adopted.  It  leads  us  still 
farther :  fbr  it  would  justify,  as  indeed  Mr.  Hamtlton  as- 
serts, the  power  to  incorporate  companies  to  carry  on  a 
foreign  trade,  and,  as  may  upon  the  same  principles  be 
maintained,  to  incorporate  companies  to  carry  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits — for  commerce  is  essentially  dependent  upon 
agriculture,  and,  indeed,  cannot  exist  without  it  The  ar- 
gument that  proves  all  this,  proves  too  much ;  and,  prov- 
ing too  much,  proves  nothing. 

But  Congress  may  coin  money  and  regulate  its  valuer 
and,  theilefore,  may  establish  a  bnik.  Making  bank  ndtes 
is  not,  in  the  sense  of  the  constitution,  or  in  any  sense, 
«*  coining  money."  It  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the  un- 
derstanding of  those  who  framed  the  constitution,  to  sup- 
pose they  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  terms  they  used. 
If  to  issue  paper  be  to  coin  money,  then  every  State  bank 
has  exercised  this  high  prerogative  of  sovereignty,  and 
usurped  the  power  exclusively  conferred  upon  Congress. 
Printing  or  stamping  pnper  is  not  coining,  more  than  a  bit 
of  worthless  paper  so  printed  or  stamped,  is  really  what  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  terms  it,  gold  and  silver.  I  will 
not  admit,  sir,  that  bank  paper  or  Treasury  paper  is  a 
coinage ;  but  I  fear  that  in  establishing  this  manufactory  of 
paper  money  the  friends  of  State  rights  have  done  the  very 
act  which  they  denounce.  They  have  established  a  bank — 
the  worst  of  all  banks— a  Government  bank.  Let  genjie- 
men  turn  to  the  able  argument  of  Mr.  Hamilton — for  able 
it  unquestionably  is — and  they  will  And  that  one  of  his 
strongest  reasons  in  favor  of  the  right  to  incorporate  a  na- 
tional bank  is  deduced  from  the  power,  which  he  contends 
they  possess,  to  establish  just  such  a  manufactory  of  Treas- 
ury notes  as  that  which  we  have  recently  created.  As- 
suming that  power,  which  he  considers  in  essence  the 
power  to  engsge  in  banking  operations,  he  readily  and 
plausibly  at  least  contends,  that  if  to  create  a  bank  be  law- 
ful, it  cannot  be  unlawful  to  incorporate  it.  Sir,  I  will 
not  say  that ;  but  I  will  say,  if  it  be  lawful  to  create  a  bank, 
it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  power  to  incorporate  it 
exist  or  not.  It  is  the  banking  principle  to  which  I  am 
opposed,  not  the  mode  in  which  it  shall  be  carried  into 
practice ;  or  rather,  I  would  say,  this  power  to  engage  in 
banking  operations,  is  more  odious  when  exercised  directly 
by  the  Government,  than  when  exerci«?ed  through  the  in- 
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stramentality  of  a  corporate  body.  One  man  may  be  a 
banker,  as  well  as  a  corporate  body  ;  a  Government  as  well 
as  an  indtvidaal.  Gentlemen  war  against  the  power  of  in- 
corporation ;  but  the  real  danger  is  in  the  power  of  banking ; 
and  of  all  the  modes  of  which  that  power  can  be  exercised, 
the  most  odious,  I  repeat,  and  the  most  dangerous,  is  that 
fay  its  own  direct  agency  ;  in  other  words^a  Government  or 
Treasury  bank,  such  as  we  have  just  created. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  again,  that  all  duties  must  be  uniform, 
and  that  this  provision  presupposes  the  right  to  establish  a 
national  bank.  No,  sir,  it  requires  nothing  more  than  to 
exert  the  power  vested  in  Congress  to  coin  money  and  re- 
gulate its  value.  When  this  is  done,  all  duties  are  easily 
made  uniform  by  requiring  them  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
currency,  or  in  other  equivalents.  It  requires  no  bank  to 
do  that. 

There  is  yet  another  ground :  the  plea  which  justifies 
every  usurpation — the  plea  of  necessity.  Congress  may 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  iu 
granted  powers ;  and  we  are  told  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  Government  to  collect  and  disburse  its  revenue. 
I  deny  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  such  an  institution  for 
such  a  purpose.  That  institution  cannot  be  regarded  as 
necessary  or  proper,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  constitution, 
which  did  not  exist  for  years  after  it  was  adopted ;  without 
which  we  conducted  our  fiscal  operations  from  1811  to 
1816,  and  from  1832  to  the  present  moment.  We  have 
the  authority,  too,  of  Mr.  Madison,  recently  after  its 
adoption,  uncontradicted,  that  the  power  to  grant  corpora- 
tions was  ai^plied  for,  and  refused.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
upon  the  understanding  of  the  sages  who  framed  that  in- 
strument, to  hold  that  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  was  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  and  yet  that  all  power  of  incorporating 
such  an  institution  was  denied. 

Sir,  to  assert  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution  is  to 
fly  in  the  face  of  facts,  and  to  endow  Congress  with  a  dis- 
crotiontiy  power  to  do  whatever  they  may  choose  to  de- 
clare necessary.  It  is  to  assume  absolute  and  unlimited 
power. 

If  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress,  however,  eir, 
were  undisputed,  I  should  still  oppose  a  national  bank  as 
inexpedient.  I  concur,  sir,  most  fully,  with  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  HuKTER,]  that  the  credit  system  needs  no  artificial 
stimulus ;  or,  if  it  does,  that  it  has  no  claim  to  derive  its 
aliment  from  the  public  treasure.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the 
credit  system  within  its  legitimate  bounds :  that  credit  which 
rests  upon  anticipated  returns  of  capital  or  labor  will  de- 
serve aid  and  encouragement ;  but  a  credit  having  no  such 
solid  foundations  leads  to  far  diflferent  results.  The  facili- 
ties aflforded  by  an  undue  increase  of  banking  capital,  often 
tempt  those  who  rest  solely  on  borrowed  means  to  engage 
in  wild  and  reckless  adventures;  speculations  in  fancy 
stocks,  in  lands  yielding  no  produce,  in  cities  without  a 
bouse,  harbors  without  a  ship.  If  the  gambler  in  these 
lotteries  should  fail,  the  loss  falls  on  the  laborer  or  the 
capitalist.  If  he  succeed,  it  is  of^en  at  their  expense.  His 
palaces  rise  like  exhalations,  and  he  lolls  in  his  magnificent 
coach,  while  the  farmer  or  the  mechanic,  often  with  ten 
times  his  substantial  capital,  can  scarcely  aflbrd  an  humble 
dwelling  or  a  one-horse  chaise. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hoffman] 
informs  us  that  the  credit  system  works  well;  not,  I  believp, 
sir,  just  at  present.  Doubtless  it  has  worked  well,  through 
the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  at  least  in  the 
North,  and  so  it  may  again.  But  what  has  been  its 
cflccts  at  the  South  1  Upon  this  subject,  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickets]  has  given  us  some  inter- 
esting details.  Look  back,  sir,  to  the  condition  of  the 
South  before  and  since  the  establishment  of  the  first  national 
bank,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of  the  Northern  States  compared  with  the  Southern. 
It  may  be  that  otlier  causes  have  conspired  to  increase  the  ' 


relative  prosperity  of  the  North,  and  depress  the  South. 
But  the  result  is  most  striking.  Virginia,  with  one  of  the 
finest  harbors  in  the  Union — with  three  large  rivers  leading 
to  the  interior ;  rich  as  she  is  in  vegetable  and  mineral 
wealth — is  tributary  to  the  North  for  most  of  the  foreign 
goods  she  consumes.  And  is  it  not  reasonable  to  auppoea 
that  much  of  this  may  be  attributable  to  the  cause  I  have 
mentioned  1  Would  not  the  necessary  efifect  of  such  an 
institution  be  to  afford  superior  facilities  to  those  among 
whom  its  capital  was  principally  divided,  and  render  it  im- 
possible  that  the  Southern  merchant  could  coDie  in  compe- 
tition with  the  Northern  1 

There  is  another  and  obvious  injury  which  a  national 
bank  may  inflict  upon  the  South.  The  able  man  who  pre- 
sided over  the  last,  has  boasted,  it  is  said,  of  his  power, 
whenever  he  pleased,  to  crush  the  banking  institutions  o^ 
the  Slates.  This  power — the  power  materially  to  affect 
our  prosperity,  by  sudden  expansions  or  contractions  of  iu 
loans — may  never  be  exerted.  But  it  is  one  too  dangerous 
to  be  entrusted  with  those  whoso  interests  are  not  indenti- 
fied  with  our  own.  Money,  sir,  it  has  been  often  and  well 
said,  if  power.  We  should  not  be  satisfied  to  look  at  the 
mere  expediency  of  the  moment !  We  should  look  to  the 
future,  as  well  as  to  the  past.  In  all  free  States,  collisions 
may  be  expected  to  arise.  An  oppressive  tariff  has  once, 
already,  nearly  shaken  our  confederacy  to  its  centre,  and 
brought  us  to  the  very  verge  of  civil  war.  A  restless  bend 
at  the  North  are  even  now  plotting  the  destruction  of  our 
domestic  institutions.  We  have  heard  of  a  Pennsylvanlsi 
legion  of  ten  thousand  ready  to  draw  the  sword  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Executive.  Such  threats  should  not  disturb 
as ;  but  for  one,  sir,  I  frankly  declare  that  I  should  be  un- 
willing the  South  should  contribute  the  means  which  may 
be  employed  for  her  own  destruotion.  A  national  bank 
was  never  a  favorite  measure  in  Virginia.  Even  in  181 6» 
though  many  yielded  to  the  pressure  of  the  times,  a  ma^ 
jority  of  her  delegation  voted  against  it,  and  in  1791» 
when  the  original  sin  was  committed,  it  received  the  sup- 
port of  but  three  members  of  the  entire  representation 
from  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  I  trust  the  attempt 
will  never  again  succeed. 

I  say  not  this,  sir,  in  an  invidious  spirit,  or  with  any 
unkind  feeling  to  the  North.  But  the  common  treas- 
ure— the  credit  of  the  Government— should  not  be  made 
the  means  of  aggrandizing  one  section  of  the  Union  exda- 
sivelv,  still  less  made  the  instrument  of  oppression  to 
another.  It  is  for  those  reasons,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
no  desire  to  see  a  national  bank  ever  re-established.  Sin- 
cerely approving  the  principle  which  the  bill  upon  your 
table  proposes  to  carry  into  practice,  I  would  have  it  an 
free  as  possible  from  all  serious  objection;  that  this  Got- 
ernment  may  be  once  again,  and  forever,  separated  from  any 
direct  interest  in  the  business  of  banking  corporations,  and 
they  cease  to  iiave  any  influence  over  the  political  move- 
ments of  the  Government.  That  principle,  assailed  as  it 
has  been  by  argument  and  ridicule,  every  friend  of  our 
free  institutions  should  wish  to  see  successfully  adopted. 
It  is  not,  as  my  colleague  [Mr.  Wisk]  supposes,  a^  novel 
one,  originating  in  an  agrarian  spirit.  It  cHaims  a  much 
loftier  origin.  It  receiv^  the  sanction,  many  years  ago, 
of  Mr.  Jefferson.  Sir,  it  is  my  habit  to  lean  upon  the  au- 
thority of  great  names ;  but  it  may  be  regarded  as  among 
the  evil  auguries  of  the  times,  that  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Jcfi[erson  are  made  the  theme  of  ridicule,  while  the  ultm 
federal  doctrines  of  Mr.  Hamilton  are  quoted  with  appro- 
bation in  this  hall.  No  man  was  ever  more  ardently  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  liberty  than  Mr.  Jefferson ;  few  ever 
possessed  a  more  vigorous  or  original  mind,  or  more  inde- 
pendently expressed  the  opinions  be  entertained.  It  is  to 
him,  as  much  at  least  as  to  any  of  the  great  statesmen  of 
his  day,  that  we  are  indebted  for  what  is  most  valuable  in 
the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live. 
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BQt»  sir,  we  nMd  not  th«  aui^  bia  name  to  YintUeate 
die  principle  we  mnfaitain.  Oar  own  biatoiy  givea  us 
proofs  thai  it  is  neither  a  new  idea,  nor  had  its  birth  in  a 
frecieos  spirit.  We  need  onlj  ge  back  to  the  «es«on  of 
1634  to  find  it  supported  by  men  whose  patriotism  and 
■Mud  repaUican  principles  will  net  be  qnestioned.  fiarly 
ia  that  sasiriun,  Mr.  Gamble,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  inqni^* 
rj  into  the  practicability  of  dispensing  with  banks  in  our 
fiscal  operations.  Sub^aently,  when  the  deposits  bill 
WIS  before  the  House,  General  Gordon,  theo  my  colleague^ 
proposad  his  plan  for  what  is  now  called  tb«  sob-Treasury. 
Approving  the  principle,  but  believing  it  imperfect  in  de- 
tsiiU^  I  had- the  honor  of  submitltng  a  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  insutictions  to  amend  it  so  as  to  dispense 
with  bank  agency.  On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  n^ys 
were  called  :  ninsty-one  meooAiers,  including  General  Gor- 
dso  himself,  and  the  o^iMltion  party  almost  to  a  man, 
vulsd  in  &vor  of  the  motion ;  one  hondied  and  lifteen,  al- 
most exdaeively  the  friends  of  the  adminisnratieii,  voted 
against  it.  Wevs  those  who  sustained  it  agmrians,  or  ac- 
taaisd  by  a  apiitt  of  laotieos  opposition  1  None  will  assert 
iU  For  myseli;  I  can  truly  say  the  motion  was  made  in 
good  faith.  It  was  placed  upon  the  ground  of  the  insecu- 
rity and  danger,  both  in  a  pecuniary  and  political  view,  of 
a  connexion  between  this  Government  and  banking  corpo- 
rations. On  the  contrary,  the  administration  party  derided 
the  proposition ;  those  particularly  who  have  sinoe  occu- 
pied conspicuotti  stattous  in  the  House.  The  present 
Speaker,  then  chairman  of  the  Oommitlee  of  Ways  and 
Meana,  warmly  commeniiBd  the  Stato  banks  as  every  way 
competont,  and  worthy  of  all  confidence;  The  prerienC 
chairman  of  the  Comnpttne  ef  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Gam* 
Basi.uro]  also  opposed  it.  He  has  remuided  us  of  hie 
■peeeh,  in  which  he  said  he  cononrred  with  me  in  the  prin- 
ciple, but  did  not  think  thait  the  proper  time  to  assert  it. 
Yes,  sir,  I  remember  it  well.  He  approved  the  principle, 
but  refoBod  to  carry  it  into  praetioe.  He  spoke  in  fevor  oif 
the  proportion,  and  voted  against  it.  The  bill  providing 
for  a  general  depoaito  of  public  money  in  the  State  banks 
was  passed.  It  was  the  favorite  measure  of  the  party  in 
power.  But,  air,  strange  to  say,  those  who,  seemingly  at 
Isast,  lavored  the  principle  of  serration,  now  denounce  it 
as  factious  and  chimerical ;  and  ite  opponents  have  become 
its  warmest  advocatea.  It  is  not  for  me  to  qoestbn  the 
■ocerity  of  either  party.  That  is  between  the»  and  their 
consdencee.  We  have  to  do  here  with  measures,  not  mo- 
tives. I  think  now,  as  I  thought  then ;  and  will  not  change 
By  course,  beoause  the  administration  party,  or  the  oppo- 
otion  party,  may  think  fit  to  Change  theirs.  I  have  never 
io  far  enlisted  under  the  bairaers  of  either,  as  to  give  up 
the  exercise  of  my  own  judgment,  nor  consented  to  sub- 
mit to  the  dictetion  of  any  party,  or  of  any  man  in  this 
HoudOb  or  in  the  other  House,  or  in  the  White  House, 
biill  lees  will  I  yield  up  the  convictions  of  my  own  mind, 
because  my  political  adversaries  have  acknowledged  their 
troth.  The  experience  of  the  last  two  years  has  been 
enough  to  open  their  eyes ;  and  I  will  hope,  sir,  they  have 
•eeu  their  error.  To  adhere  to  an  opinion,  when  reason 
and  experience  show  it  to  be  erroneous,  is  to  be  a  bigot  or 
a  hypocrite.  It  is  equally  true  that  those  who  desert  their 
own  principles,  and  act  in  opposition  to  their  own  judg- 
menty  are  slaves,  mere  puppets,  moved  by  the  will  or  an- 
t>ther.  MaelMl  could  construct  a  House  of  Representeti ves 
as  fit  to  exercise  the  functions  of  legialatora— -yes,  sir,  speak- 
&,  eraton,  and  all«  down  to  the  previous  question. 

But  it  is  ssked,  why  legtslaie  upon  the  subject  now  1 
The  separation  has  token  piece,  and  the  sub-Treasury 
seheflBB  is  in  lull  operation.  True,  sir,  but  how  has  this 
been  efiected  ?  By  the  simple  mandate  of  the  Executive. 
Is  it  not  obvious,  too^  that  this  plan  itself,  as  now  practised, 
is  insecure,  and  stends  in  need  of  legislative  provisions  1 

It  is  the  duty  of  Congrass  to  provide  for  the  safely  of  the 
Vol.  XIV.— 90 


Sublio  traasure.  We  cannot  justify  duvselves  if  we  aban- 
on  it  to  the  control  of  Che  Bxecotive.  It  is  a  power  never 
safely  entrusted  to  any  but  the  immediate  representetives 
of  the  people.  Yet  our  legblation  is  aknoet  wholly  shaped, 
so  far  as  concerns  the  revenue,  by  the  other  Hoose,  or  by 
the  Executive.  We  have  even  received  bills  for  raising 
supplies  from  the  Senate  almoot  without  a  murmur.  The 
bill  for  depositing  the  surplus  witii  the  Btetes,  it  has  been 
said,  was  amended  at  the  White  House,  so  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  President.  Look,  sir,  to  the  history  of  the 
Tressury  circular^— a  meesuie  adopted  in  known  opposition 
to  the  will  of  Congrass,  and  the  act  repealing  it  pocketed 
by  the  President,  and,  for  aughf  we  knew,  now  at  the  Her- 
mitage. Look  to  the  come  pursued  for  years  past,  in  re- 
gard to  the  custody  of  the  public  pmney-^removed  from 
the  plaoe  where  you  had  appointed  it  to  be  kept,  to  places 
you  had  never  authorized  to  receive  it  Yes,  sir,  you  had 
ordained  a  union  betwesn  the  Government  and  the  na- 
tional bank ;  not,  perhapa,  strictly  in  the  bonds  of  lawful 
matrimony.  This  union  lasted  for  yesis ;  it  was  severed 
by  the  Executive /o^  /  our  Chief  Magistrate  cut  the  knot 
with  as  little  ceremony  ae  Henry  VIII,  and  then  took  up 
with  almost  as  many  wives  as  surrounded  King  Stflomon — 
forty  or  more— ^ghfty,  sir,  it  is  said  around  mo.  The  State 
banka  came  into  favor.  It  was  an  illicit  connexion ;  the 
bnnna  had  never  been  celebrated.  We  were  called  upon 
to  sanction  both  acta-^the  divorce,  and  the  new  union,  and 
we  complied  most  obediently.  The  State  banka,  in  torn, 
have  given  oiience,  by  too  foithfully  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  lord  and  master;  and  new  the  royal  edict  has  gene 
forth,  and  the  cry  is  <«  tf  with  their  heada.*'  The  cham- 
ber of  Blue  Beanl  never  exhibited  a  mora  bloody  spedtacYe. 
Yea^  sir,  in  little  more  than  two  years,  these  new  fovorites 
are  diacarded ;  and,  after  the  flattering  picture  drawn  of  the 
entire  securi^  of  the  State  banks,  we  now  behold  upon 
our  table  a  bill  to  aettib  up  our  aoceuilta  with  the  late  de- 
poiitoriea  of  the  public  mamtf.  The  Executive  has  again 
taken  the  public  treasure  into  ito  keeping,  or,  rather,  has 
soattersd  it  throughout  the  land,  without  the  authority  of 
law,  in  the  hands  of  tliousanda  of  individuals.  I  repeat, 
air,  it  does  not  become  us  to  leave  it  in  tfiat  eon^tion. 
We  may  avoid  the  danger  to  which  it  Is  exposed,  in  my 
huaMe  judgment,  by  placing  it  ae  a  special  deposite  in  the 
local  banks,  and,  in  making  that  deposite  preserve,  sub- 
stantielly,  the  principle  which  the  sub-Treasdiy  scheme  is 
designed  to  assert.  Spteial  deposites  no  more  imply  any 
pecuniary  or  political  union  between  the  Government  and 
the  banks,  than  such  a  union  would  apring  from  Mnploying 
a  railroad  or  steamboat  company  to  transport  the  mail  or . 
munitions  of  war.  I  trust,  therefore,  air,  we  shall  have 
the  aid  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  way  T  have  had  the  honor 
to  suggest.  It  would  be  the  most  efibctual  means  of  ren- 
dering the  measure  successful,  affd  potting  an  end  to  the 
hopes  of  those  who  look  to  ito  failure  as  resalting  in  the 
^steUishment  of  a  national  bank. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  thooghtit  his  duty  to  make 
some  remarks  on  the  amendment  he  had  proposed.  After 
replying  to  some  argomenta  of  his  colleagfue  in  relation  to 
the  Virginia  banks,  he  adverted  to  the  present  bill.  He  was 
sure  the  Government  would  never  prosper  vriiendiVtortied 
from  the  banks,  between  whom  and  the  people  there  stilt  ex- 
isted a  matrimonial  connexion.  It  was  his  opinion  that,  iri 
leas  than  eighteen  months  after  the  pasiage  of  this  measure, 
the  Govemihent  would  seek  to  reunite  itself  wiUi  the  banks. 
The  relief  now  proposed  to  the  people  in  lieu  of  the  State 
banks,  reminded  him  of  a  certain  criminal,  who,  when  on 
his  way  to  the  gallows,  waa  offered  a  reprieve  on  condition 
of  bis  marrying  an  ugty,  wrinkled  old  woman.  The  man, 
after  a  moment's  reflection,  exclaimed, 

"  A  sentence  hard  you  <)o  impftrt ; 

The  woman's  wusc    drive  on  the  cart." 
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And  thue  preferred  htnging  to  a  wedding  on  eoeh  terms. 
So  the  eentence  was  more  preferable  to  the  people  then  the 
system  now  proposed.  The  object  of  the  divorce  bill  was 
to  take  the  money  from  banks  and  to  deposite  it  with  sub- 
agents.  Bat,  in  his  opinion,  taking  into  consideration  the 
frailties  of  human  nature,  it  would  be  a  dangerous  scheme. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  officers  of  Government 
had  less  integrity  than  other  men ;  but  when  the  lamenta- 
ble instances  were  called  to  mind  where  individuals  of  high 
standing  had  sacrificed  an  unblemished  character  for  a  mere 
paltry  amount,  it  ought  to  teach  a  lesson  to  guide  them  in 
the  present  instance.  He  woUld  repeat  the  words  of  his 
colleague  this  morning,  who  had  said  even  the  words  of 
our  Saviour  were,  < Mead  us  not  into  temptation.'*  He 
advocated  the  plan  of  keeping  the  money  in  the  vaults  of 
the  banks,  as  more  secure,  and  particularly  if  the  amend- 
ment last  offered  were  adopted,  which  provides  that  the 
banks  shall  receive  the  money  as  a  special  deposite,  and 
without  using  it  in  any  way  whatever.  He  denied  that 
the  banks  were  insolvent,  as  had  been  stated.  He  had 
been  informed  on  unquestionable  authority,  that  they  were 
as  sound  now  as  before  they  suspended  specie  payment 
As  regarded  the  proposed  separation,  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  our  system  of  Government,  although  necessarily 
divided  into  many  branches,  was  all  one.  But  now  they 
talked  of  a  separation  from  those  institutions  of  which  the 
States  had  laid  the  foundation,  and  which  they  had  cher- 
ished to  this  time.  How  fearful  would  be  that  time,  should 
it  ever  occur,  when  this  Government  should  consider  it  as 
its  duty  to  make  ito  action  independent  of  the  States !  He 
did  not  say  that  gentlemen  designed  this,  but  he  would  en- 
treat them  to  reflect  whether  the  present  measure  would 
not  pave  the  way  for  such  a  state  of  things.  The  true 
policy  of  Government  was  to  cement  itself  more  closely 
with  the  States,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  would  speedily  afford  relief,  and  enable  the 
banks  to  resume  specie  pay  menu.  It  had  been  said  that 
these  notes  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury  bank, 
but  he  had  no  apprehension  of  that  kind,  for  the  restric- 
tions to  that  bill  would  render  such  a  result  impossible. 
He  contended  that  the  bank  note  system  had  not  had  a  fair 
trial,  and  referred  to  the  Bank  of  France,  and  other  insti- 
tutions, in  support  of  his  position^  At  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE8,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  without  coming  to  any  res- 
olution thereon ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGG8,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursdat,  October  112. 
FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  yes« 
terday  morning,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKat  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry  on  the  Florida  war  till  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  McKAY  made  a  brief  explanation,  stating,  in  sub- 
stance, that  he  had  moved  the  postponement  because  mil 
the  important  pointo  in  the  resolution  were  already  within 
the  province  of  different  standing  committees,  or  had  been 
investigated  before  courU  martial  or  of  inquiry.  As  to 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  he  had  no  objection  to  a  strict  in- 
vestigation of  them ;  but  this  could  be  prosecuted  through 
the  standing  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  en  that  subject 
at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  explana- 
tion, and  to  learn  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(to  whose  vigilance  be  paid  a  compUment)  was  not,  as  Mr. 
A.  had  before  understood  him,  of  opinion  that  no  investi- 
gation was  necessary.     Mr.  A.  made  some  remarks  going 


to  show  that  the  committees  to  which  the  several  subjeeU 
of  investigation  had  been  formerly  referred,  were  not  Kkely 
to  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  any  practical  efficiency.  In- 
deed, he  was  of  opinion  that  no  standing  committee  of  the 
House  ever  would  conduct  a  scrutiny  of  this  nature  with 
effect,  and  i masted  that  none  but  a  select  committee,  and 
that  appointed  by  ballot,  would  be  likely  to  do  any  thing 
to  the  purpose  in  the  matfer. 

In  reply  to  remarks  of  Mr.  McKat,  on  the  composition 
of  committees,  and  especially  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, Mr.  A.  went  into  a  history  of  that  committee, 
from  the  time  when  he  had  entered  Congress,  and  had, 
contrary  to  his  own  earnest  remonstrance,  been  placed  at 
its  head.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  circumstances  which 
had  attended  the  report  by  that  committee  of  the  tariff 
bill  of  1832;  went  into  a  history  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  celebrated  compromise  bill  had  been  introduced  into 
the  House,  and  passed  without  debate  by  force  of  the  pre- 
vious question.  He  made  some  general  observations  on 
the  practice  of  appointing,  on  all  the  important  committees 
of  the  House,  a  majority  of  members  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
ministration ;  to  which  he  did  not  object ;  but  stated  that, 
until  the  late  era  of  reform,  the  opposite  practice  had  pre- 
vailed. He  objected  to  the  postponement,  as  the  committee 
would  want  all  ita  time,  and  much  useful  progress  might  be 
made  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  postponement,  and  they 
were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  BOND, 
McKAY,  and  REED,  as  to  the  necemty  of  the  investi- 
gation proposed,  and  as  to  the  abuses  wMch  exist  in  the 
Indian  relations  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BOND  took  occasion  to  introduce  a  statement  of 
appropriations,  within  the  last  two  years,  for  the  suppres. 
sion  of  Indian  hostilities,  ell  these  expenditures  being  so 
much  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expsnaes  of  the  military 
establishment. 

Mr  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  hoped  if  the  motion  for 
postponement  prevailed,  one  good  result  would  follow: 
that  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  would  discharge  the 
duties  assigned  them.  He  animadverted  with  much  par- 
ticularity upon  the  neglect  oi  duty  which  characterizes  so 
many  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  House,  and  the 
difficulty  even  of  procuring  meetings  for  the  performance 
of  their  duties. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD,  of  North  Carolina,  made 
some  remarks  to  a  similar  purpose,  and  gave  an  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  performed  his  duty  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  op  Expenditures  in  the  Department 
of  State ;  stating  some  focte  going  to  show  the  necessity 
of  vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  the  CommitJ 
tees  on  Expenditures  in  the  the  several  Departmente. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
went  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whold  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  F.  O.J.  Smith  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
Senate's  sub-Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
have  the  bill  laid  aside,  to  take  up  the  bill  to  settle  with 
the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  address- 
the  committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  At  an  early  stage  of  this  discussion, 
while  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  was  engaged  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  States,  so 
extraordinary  were  some  of  the  statements  of  fact,  infer- 
ences,  and  argumente,  presented  by  some  gentlemen  who 
took  part  in  it,  more  especially  the  remark  made  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompsov,  J 
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that  nothing  but  Iha  poritim  cMo»fMd  by  m0  could  have 
prerented  my  endeaYoring  to  ofior  an  immediata  reply. 
That  honomble  gentieman,  ih  hi«  aaal  to  throw  upon  the 
late  and  present  edministiationa  the  burden  of  the  preaent 
difficulties  and  emberraannentt  oC  this  country,  was  pleased 
to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  course  pursued  by 
the  moBwchies  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  periods  of 
oommerpial  distress  in  those  countries^  for  the  purpose  of 
contreeiing  their  paternal  solicitude  for  their  subjects,  and 
ths  grieroQS  oppression  of  the  American  (aovernment  to- 
wards its  citixens.  Among  the  ntraordinary  statements 
sometimes  ventured  in  this  House,  I  was  not  prepared  to 
bear  an  honorable  gentleman  spsak  in  terms  of  eulogy  of 
the  ooadoet  of  the  French  Government  in  the  memorable 
explosion  which  terminated  the  Mississippi  bubble.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  surely  has  not 
lately  revived  his  historical  recollections,  or  he  would  have 
held  very  different  language  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Fveiieh  Government  at  the  period  to  which  bf  referred. 
What,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  history  of  the  Mississippi 
bobble  1  A  foreign  adventurer  established  a  bank  in  Paris 
in  the  year  1716  or  '17,  which,  having  been  managed  to 
epparent  sdvantage  ifor  a  few  months,  was.-purchssed.  in 
the  name  of  the  King  in  the  course  of  the  following  yeer^ 
Banking  was  then  a  novelty  in  France,  and  the  scheme 
eeetned  to  work  so  succeasfaUy,  that  •an  emission  of  paper 
enfficient  to  redeem  the  peUio  debt  wias  issued  shortly  af- 
ter the  bank  became  the  properly  ot  the  King.  It  would 
be  e  waste  of  time  to  recapitulate  the  measures  which  were 
edoptcd  to  enable  this  bank  to  monopolise  the  whole  exter- 
nal commeroe  of  France.  By  what  means  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  inqoiie,  the  shares,  originally  of  the  value  of  500 
livres,  were  ndsed,  by  a  series  of  apeculstiotts,  tp  the  en- 
ormoos  advance  of  10,000,  The  Government  hsfing  be- 
eome  alarmed  by  the  wild  and  sechless  spirit  of  specula- 
tion produced  by  an  immense  issue  of  hank  notes  without 
a  specie  fund  for  their  redemption,  and  fearing  there  might 
be  a  run  upon  the  bank,  issned  an  edict,  uli^er  severe  pen- 
alties, that  no  individual  should  have  in  his  possession,  in 
coin,  more  than  the  sum  of  500  livres.  To  aid  the  bank 
in  sastaining  its  credit,  the  tivre,  in  coin,  was  reduced  ox 
debased  to  one-half  iU  original  value ;  and,  to  cover  the 
diflmnce  between  the  Uvre  in  coin  and  tlie  Uvre  in  paper, 
the  latter  was  made  to  undergo  such  successive  reductions 
in  valoe  ae  should,  in  Uie  course  of  .a  few  months,  bring 
it  down  to  the  stsndard  of  the  debased  coin  of  that  denom- 
ination. All  would  not  do  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
bank ;  and,  in  the  eourse  of  three  or  four  years  from  its 
establiahaient,  having  afloat  the  enormous  sum  of  lour  or 
five  hundred  millions  of  doUaie  of  irredeemable  paper,  the 
notable  scheme  was  wound  up  by  iesuing  an  edict  reducing 
the  piice  c»f  shares  to  6,000  litres ;  which  was,  shortly  fol- 
lowed by  another,  compelling  its  holders  to  fund  the  bills 
lor  the  raieerable  pitunce  of  an  annuity  for  fifty  years'  pur- 
efasse,  and  that,  so  far  as  I  can.aecertain,  without  interest. 
This,  sir,  is  a  statement  of  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  8outh  Carolina  has  been  pleased  to  eulogize,  as  show- 
ing the  paternal  care  of  the  French  Government  for  its 


ilow  lar  it  tallies  with  the  history  of  the  Ute  and  present 
adminirtrations  of  this  Government,  the  committee  can 
judge.  Of  the  parallel  the  honorable  gerUleman  was  pleas- 
ed lo  iostitnte  between  the  course  of  the  British  and  Ameri- 
can Governments  towards  their  subjecu  and  citixeos,  in 
penode  of  pressure  and  alarm,  i^  shall  speak  •  hereafter. 
Flat,  stale,  and  unprofitable  as  it  would  seem  to  be,  I  was 
flMA  partientariy  surprised  to  hear  the  Aroerioaa  Govern- 
Bwnt  charged,  by  almost  every  gentleman  opposed  to  the 
wymtmm  of  measures  under  consideration,  with  haying  pro- 
dneed  the  extraordinary  state  of  things  which  .has  existed 
for  tfae  Iset  iew  months  in  this  country.  Such  is  the  in- 
fimiHy  of  oar  nature,  that  what  is  often  repeated  may 


sometimes  come  to  be  believed  as  truth,  when  at  its  origin-, 
al  promulgstion  it  was  known  to  contain  no  one  single 
element  of  truth  whatsoever.  And  in  what  manner  has 
this  grave  charge  been  supported  1  If  it  would  not  be  dis- 
respectful to  those  who  have  made  it,  I  would  say,  we 
have  had  ''declamation  without  argument,  and  assertion 
without  proof. ''  That  the  late  Presiden t  ^ould  have  come 
in  for  a  full  measure  of  condemnation  is  not  wonderful,  con- 
sidering the  tone  in  which  the  opposition  have  spoken  of 
him  ever  since  the  commencement  of  bis  administration. 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  imitate  the  example  of  those  who  have 
ascribed  the  late  commercial  revulsion  to  Executive  usur- 
pation, by  relying  on  a  mere  contradiction  of  their  cl^arge, 
although,  in  all  leirness,  I  might  do  so. 

The  first  specification  against  General  Jackson  is,  that, 
by  refusing  to  sanction  the  recharier  of  the  United  Slates 
Bank,  he  opened  the  field  for  the  creation  and  operation  of 
State  banks  without  limitation  or  control;  and,  as  a  con- 
sequfvice,  that  the  country  has  been  flooded  with  irredeem- 
able paper.  And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
the  opponents  of  the  late  and  present  .administrations  are 
not  agreed  whethef  the  paper  currency  has,  or  has  not, 
been  extended  to  an  unreasogable  anK>unt.  If  I  did  not 
greatly  misunderstand  the  honorable  gentleman  h-om  South 
Carolina,  a  considerable  portion  of  his  remarks  was  in? 
tended  to  show  that  the  local  bank  issues  had,  at  no  period, 
gone  beyond  their  proper  and  healthful  proportion  to  the 
specie  in  this  country.  If  this  argument  be  true — and  for 
the  present  I  shall  pass  it  by  without  further  examination-— 
this  grave  charge  of  Executive  influence  in  producing  an 
unsafe  increase  of  bank  capital  and  circulation,  mqat  fall 
to  the  ground.  That  the  veto  upon  the  bill  to  recharter 
the  United  States  Bank  in  1832,  may  have  h^ad  some  in- 
fluence in  increasing  the  establishment  of  local  banks,  and 
their  consequent  issues,  I  might  be  disposed  to  admit,  if 
the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  financer,  high  in  the  con- 
fidence ol  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  to« 
gather  with  considerations  connected  with  it,  did  not  go  to 
establish  the  contrary.  It  is  well  known  that-  the  advocates 
of  a  national  bank  base  their  support  of  that  measure  on  the 
ground  that  it  can  and  will  so  regulate  and  control  the 
issues  of  the  local  banks,  as  to  keep  them  in  a  sound  and 
healthy  condition.  For  the  purpose  of  the  present  argu« 
ment,  it  is  suflicient  that  I  admit  it.  It  is  equally  well 
known,  that  after  a  charter  had  been  granted  to  the  stock- 
holders of  the  lata  United  States  bank  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  its  president  congratulated  them  upon  ita 
severance  of  the  connexion  which  had  existed  between  tlje 
Government  and  the  old  bank,  because  it  was  better  for 
both,  and  the  bank  was  stronger  without  it  than  with  it. 
jPut  this  testimony  togotheir,  and  kow  dare  any  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  circulation  of  the  local  banks  bas  been  un- 
sound or  excessive  1  They  shall  not  discredit  their  own 
witness,  Mr.  Biddle,  for  the  purpose  of  extricating  them- 
selves from  the  contradictions  by  which  they  sre  environed. 
What  then  is  the  result  1  Either  that  there  has  been  no 
excess  of  local  bank  paper  in  circulation,  or  a  national 
bank  is  impotent  to  restrsin  it.  I  csre  not  which  horn  of 
the  dilemma  gentlemen  may  select— either  is  fatal  to  their 
favorite  scheme  of  a  national  bank.  If  I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  from^South  Carolina,  he  Tar^ued,  or, 
if  he  did  not  so  argue,  it  is  a  fair  inference  from  his  re- 
marks upon  the  currency,  that  there  had  been  no  over- 
trading in  this  country.  And  here,  too,  if  I  am  correct  in 
my  recollection  of  what  was  said  by  that  gentleman,  he  is 
sustfuned  by  the  testimony  of  Mr*  Biddle,  given  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  distinguished  member  from  Masfrachusetto 
[Mr.  Adams]  about  the  time  Congress  convened  in  1886, 
in  which  he  showed  by  the  state  of  foreign  exchange  that 
this  country-  had  not  overtraded. 

It  is  true,  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  addressed  by  him  to 
the  same  distinguished  individual,  he  did  say  that  we  had 


1447 


GALES  &,  SEATOlSrS  REGISTER 


1448 


H,  ofR.1 


Sub' Treasury  BiU. 


[Oct.  la,  1887. 


eaten,  and  drunken,  and  worn,  a  little  teo  much,  and  we 
must  paj  for  it.  How  bis  friendg  can  reconcile  Che  inconsis- 
tency, it  is  not  for  roe  to  determine.  But  ai  other  gentlemen 
have  pursued  a  line  of  argument  very  different  from  that  trod- 
den by  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  it  may  be  necea- 
aary  that  I  should  show  in  what  they  have  been  mistaken. 
They  seem  to  think,  one  and  all,  except  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  increase  of  local 
banks  and  banking  was  occasioned  entirely  by  the  meas- 
ures of  General  Jackson's  administration,  and  in  urging 
this  charge  we  have  been  taunted  with  the  prediotions  of 
two  distinguished  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  one  a  mem- 
ber of  this,  [Mr.  AsAXs,]  and  the  other  a  member  of 
another  branch  of  this  Government,  [Mr.  Wbbstbr.]  It  is 
■aid,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  question  it,  that  it  was  fore- 
told by  both  the  individuals  referred  to,  that  expansion, 
overtrading,  pressure,  and  ruin,  would  be  the  result  of  the 
Executive  veto  of  the  United  States  Bank  charter,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  the  custody  of  that 
institution.  Well  might  those  gentlemen  predict  such  a 
result,  when  their  own  immediate  fellow-citizons  were  so 
actively  engaged  in  the  bringing  about  its  fulfilment.  And 
here  permit  me  to  make  one  observation,  which  seems  to 
be  a  ftiir  inference  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  remarks 
upon  ibis  subject,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  imputed  to  th6 
friends  of  the  Jate  and  present  administrations,  that  they 
have  mainly  contributed  to  that  creation  of  local  banks  and 
banking,  under  which  it  is  alleged  the  country  is  now  suf- 
fering. For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  not  only  the  rate 
of  increase  of  banking  capital  within  the  seven  yeara,  from 
1880  to  1836  inclusive,  and  the  States  which  have  contrib- 
uted to  it  in  the  largest  proportions,  I  will  present  a  table 
comprising  five  administration  and  five  anti-administration 
States. 

Banking  capital  m— 

1880.  1836. 

New  Yoric  -  -    #20,083,858        $37,308,000 

Maine    ...         2,050,000  8,935,000 

New  Hampshire  -         l,t91,000  2,60»,000 

Virginia  -  .         5,571.000  6,511,000 

North  Carolina  .        8,195,000  8,66i,000 


$33,690,353 


Increase  - 

Massachusetts    - 
Vermont 
'Maryland 
South  Carolina  - 
Kentucky 


$53,076,000 
32,690,353 

-      $20,385,643 


$20,420,000 

'       432,006 

d,!^50,496 

4,631,000 

1,875,000 

$38,608,495 


Increase 


$40,890,000 
1,125,000 
8,208,000 
7,986,000 
5,116,000 

$63,210,000 
33,608,495 

$29,601,505 

I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  carry  the  compar- 
ison fbrther,  by  arraying  any  additional  State.  This  se- 
lection probably  makta  it  as  fair  as  if  it  included  all  the 
rest.  But  does  not  the  result  excite  our  wonder  !  That, 
in  five  opposition  States,  containing  an  aggregate  repre- 
sentative population  of  two  millions  and  a  quarter,  without 
fractions,  and  sending  to  this  House  forty-seven  represent- 
atives, the  increase  of  banking  capital  within  the  period 
referred  to  should  have  exceeded  the  increase  in  the  five 
administration  States,  containing  a  representative  popula- 
tion of  upwards  of  fbur  millions,  and  sending  here  eighty- 
seven  representatives,  by  more  than  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  the  increase  in  Massachusetts  alone,  loval 
'  as  she  it  to  a  national  bank,  should  exceed  the  increase' in 


all  the  five  administratian -States  just  mentioned,  notwith- 
standing that  the  greatest  commercial  city  in  the  Union  is 
situated  in  one  of  them  I  Henceforward,  let  do  member 
of  the  opposition  taunt  us  with  the  increase  of  local  banks 
and  banking,  nor  with  the  fulfilment  of  Massachusetts  pre- 
dictions. It  is  preposterous,  sir,  in  view  of  these  facts,  to 
accuse  General  Jaok|u>n  and  hie  friends  of  (heir  agency  in 
this  business. 

Well  may  it  have  happened  that  some  who  have  made 
the  charge  were  unable  to  see  the  mote  in- our  eye,  because 
there  was  a  beam  in  their  own.  Suppose,  then,  it  be  con- 
ceded for  this  argument  that  local  banks  and  issues  have 
been  inordinately  increased :  let  those  who  have  had  the 
largest  share  in  the  mischief  take  their  part  of  the  odiums 
and  I  am  satisfied.  But  until  they  shall  have  done  so,  lei 
them  not  sgain  say  that  we  did  it.  I  might  have  adverted 
to  fscts  in  the  banking  history  of  other  States,  under  the 
control  of  thoee  opposed  to  the  late  and  present  adminie* 
trations,  by  which  the  disproportion  would  be  incfeased ; 
but  it  cannot  be  necessary.  As  I  have  shown  the  relative 
increase  of  banks  in  a  series  of  administration  and  antt- 
administretfon  States,  I  will  make  a  single  observation 
upon  the  subject  of  the  general  expansion  ot  the  paper  ctr- 
culalion,  which  is  believed  to  have  occurred  since  the  fiiaft 
of  December,  1833.  At  that  period,  the  order  had  been 
but  recently  issued  to  change  the  custody  of  the  piiUlie 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  IJpiied  States  to  the  local 
banks.  Every  one  remembera  the  panic  and  preasure 
which  existed  from  a  short  time  afker  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress in  1838^  to  the  close  of  that  protracted  session  in 

1834.  There  was  no  expansion,  there  could  have  been 
none,  in  the  panic-stricken  state  of  the  country  throughout 
that  whole  session.  It  is  true  that  within  a  short  time 
after  the  adjournment  the  storm  subsided,  and  things  grad- 
ually returned  to  their  accustomed  channels.  What  fol- 
lowed? 

It  has  been  esserted,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  withont 
contradiction,  that  from  about  November,  1834,  to  July, 

1835,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  extended  its  discounU 
about  twenty,  and  its  circulation  about  ten  milliona  of  dol- 
lars, thus  taking  the  lead  in  stimulating  at  its  comownce- 
ment,  and,  as  I  believe,  ereating,  that  very  spirit  of  speo- 
ulation  under  which,  so  far  as  causes  in  this  country  have 
been  concerned,  we  are  now  laboring. 

It  is  true  we  have  heard  much  about  the  eflect  of  the 
specie  circular  in  producing  the  present  embarrassments  of 
the  country.  But,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  doubt  thnt 
its  efiSsct  was  any  thing  but  injurious.  If  its  operation  was 
to  restrain,  as  it  certainly  must  have  been,  and  not  to  stim- 
ulate, the  speculations  in  public  lands,  its  efiect  could  «mlj 
have  been  aalutary.  But  I  forbear  to  go  further  into  that 
subject.  Befbre  I  dismiss  my  review  of  the  causes  which 
have  contributed  to  the  multiplication  of  local  banks,  and 
the  increase  of  their  cepitiil,  I  must  refer  to  one  which* 
above  all  othere,  aside  from  the  expanding  rssoiirces  and 
augmented  population  of  the  country,  has,  in  my  opinion, 
been  of  the  most  efficient  in  bringing  abont  that  result ;  and 
that  is,  the  rapid  and  final  extinction  of  the  public  debt 
since  1829.  In  whatever  form  a  promise  to  psy  money 
may  be  made,  it  is  credit;  in  all  conceivable  varieties,  from 
the  open  account  to  the  instrument  under  seal,  iDcludin^ 
bank  notes  and^  stocks,  whether  of  corporations  or  the 
Government,  and  in  all  these  various  fi>rms  may  that  credit 
be  used  for  commercial  purposes.  But  It  is  not  partien- 
larly  for  the  perpose  of  illustrating  the  commercial  uses  of 
the  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  that  I  now  speak  of 
the  effect  produced,  by  the  redemption  of  that  debt,  upon 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country.  I  intend  to  speak 
of  it  merely  as  producing  e  transfer  of  capital  from  one 
employment  to  another. 

In  the  y«9r  1830,  the  public  debt  amounted  folbrty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,-  which  was  redeemed  in  the  shoii  period  of 
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fear  srran.  A  vacy  laig»  portiMi  oi  U«i  M)%  (htm  BHioh» 
it  it  Bot  partiMiacI^  iMocsMiy  to  memiqn)  ww  owa«d  hy 
npitaluto  in  the  eonuMreial  portions  of  ibe  Unions  ownctl 
9»nflnU7  hofi  thoM.  wbo  praferopd  tlie  Mcurily  of  tho  Gov- 
amoMDt,  nt  eiveB  a  nodorato  ralo  of  imemt,  to  ny  privato 
■foority  wiiataaover,  and  who  would  iiavo  been  glad  that 
their  atock  could  hanm  been  irredeemable  foreier.  But  the 
Govemment  bad  the  right  and  the  rneana  to  redeem  it»  and 
it  was  wdeeined  acoonlingly. 

The  aame  mottve  wfakh  gave  a  prefereiiaB  to  Govern* 
meat  aeoority  wonld  natomUy  prefer  the  neit  beat  liBeority* 
and  that  aeenrity  exktad,  or  wns  to  be  obtained*  by  bank* 
ing  corporationa.  flence  the  wdemptlon  of  the  pablie 
debCy  at  least  in  the  commeroial  porliona  of  the  Union*  by 
idsMiBg  the  eapital  whtch  had  been  invested  in  it»  was 
one  of  the  nioet  efficient  canaea,  I  donbt  not  the  most  effi* 
dent  caase»  of  increasiog  the  number  and  capital  of  the 
fecal  hnnka  in  that  portion  of  the  Union  to  which  I  have 


In  the  yonnger  8tale%  where  capital  was  aearoe,  other 
causes  hnvo  been  instinmantai  to  the  aame  lesnlt— the  multi* 
plicaiMMi  of  banh%  and  the  aagmentalion  of  their  o^ntalt 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  thet  the  aoarcity  of  a  cireala- 
ting  medinm,  in  the  States  last  referred  to,  basbeen  mainly 
instrumental  in  iotrodncing  the  establishment  of  banks» 
When  we  consider  n  well-sttttled  principle,  of  trade-h-tbat 
a  prafitnbfe  channel  of  entaipstae  alwny  a»  for  a  tine,.  Umple 
adviBBlarsri  into  it*  until  its  profits  are  brought  down  to 
the  level  of  other  pursuits,  and  for  a  time  below  tbem^-ea^ 
pecinUy  when  oa{»tal  u  saddenlyt  relessed  fdoro. other  puc^ 
SQttB,  and  left  unprodoctive  in  tho  hands. of  its  owners,  we 
need  not  doubt  that  much  of  the  over -banking  of  this  coun- 
try hsn  resulted  from  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt^ 
Having^  aa  I  think,  acquitted  the  fete  adaiinisttalion  of  the 
chai^  of  producing  the  banhiog. mania  which  has  mani- 
festel  itadf  within  the  last  seven  yesis,  I  wfll  proceed  to 
inquire  into  the  immediate  causes  which  have  pcodnoed  the 
levufeion  under  which  the  oountry  ia  now  feboring.  What- 
ever may  be  the  opinions  of  others,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
this  levataea  has  been  occasioned  by  the  heedleae  extensioB 
of  credit  ia  every  form  in  nhieb  credit  may  be  employed, 
as  by  bank  issuer  bilk  of  eichange,  4cc. 

It  may  be  impoasibfe  not  only  to  asoertain  what  is  the 
amount  of  the  eanrene^  of  a  oountiy,  bat  what  ahould  be 
ito  pffoportioB  to  the  oamuMice  ol  that  oountry ;  nor  ia  it  at 
all  raaierial  to  my  purpose,  in^  regard  to  the  prsMHt  inqui- 
ly:  that  individual  or  oommnnity .  has  overtinded  which 
cannot  meet  its  enaagemants.  Will  any  one  oooteoven 
thfe  fNOpoeition  !  If  it  be  incontrovertibK  ^nd.  I  l)elie!^ait 
to  be  en,  have  the  banks  been  guilty  of  overiianking^  aufi 
the  merchenta  of  overtrading  ? 

The  piesent  condition  of  the  oountry  can-  answer  this 
4iaesiion.  With  a  large  batanoe  of  foreign  debt  unsatisfied, 
and  fiv  which  there  are  no  preecnt  means  of  satisfection, 
who  can  deny  that  the  meeehanta  have  overtraded  1  And 
are  the  banks  in  a  better  condition  1  How  stood  the  ao- 
eountsof  the- fete  deponte  banks  as  to  immediate,  tnaanci 
and  liabilitiee  on  the  J^h  of  Auguatt  They  ahow  imme- 
diaie  liabiliiies  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  four  mtt- 
Jions  of  dolhm,  snd  immediate fneane  to  the  amountof  but 
lerty-lbur  millions  and  aboot  eight  bundted  and  nine  thou- 
sand doliaiB,  of  wfaielt  only  ten  millions  five  hundred  and 
eighty  thoutsnd  dollars  and  a  fraction  was  in  specie.  In 
the  general  account  ol  means  and  liabilities,  it  is  true  that 
m  large  amount  of  these  obligations  are  to  the  sCockholdem; 
bat  the  feet  of  the  great  diaproportion  between  their  dia- 
eoonte  and  drculation,  shows  conclusively  that  roach  of  the 
stock  itssif  has  been  withdrawn  from  them,  and  exists  in 
waere  eredit  in  the  notes  of  the  stockholders ;  thus  showing 
that  the  suppofed  eapital  of  the  banks  is  credit,  and  not 
BKmey.  But  if  evidence  is  wanting,  as  conclusive  as  evi- 
dence can  be^  to  prove  that  the  banks  haire  oveitradsd,  it 


fe  found  in  the  feet  that  they  cannot  redeem  their  promises, 
and  at  beat  are  only  able  to  exchange  one  promise  for  an- 
other.    For  my  part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  advocate 
of  the  banks  can  pretend  that  they  have  not  overtraded  to 
an  enormous  extent,  without  indirectly  charging  them  with 
delibemte  and  wilful  fraud  upon  the  public.     It  may  be 
said  that  the  banks  ars  unalde  to  meet  their  engagements 
because  their  debtors  a?e  unable  to  pay  them.     But  this 
only  csrries  us  one  step  further  to  the  ooncluston  that  the 
whole  oountry  has  overtraded— a  fact  of  which  I  have  not 
the  smalleat  doubt.    I  might  have  shown  the  enormous  dis- 
proportion between  the  value  of  our  exports  and  imports 
for  the  two  or  three  years  ending  with  the  year  1g8€i,  of 
the  immense  sums  vested  in  pobKo  lands,  the  disprofHirtion 
between  the  pnoes  of  various  species  of  property^  and  the 
annual  profits  of  such  property  ;  but  I  hsve  chosen  to  save 
the  committee  and  myself  such  details,  and  only  to  present 
incontrovertible  feeta,  establishing,  beyond  the  shadow  of 
doubt,  that  the  banks  have  overbanked,  and  the  traden 
have  overtraded.     What  baa  stimulated  to  all  tbia  is  the 
inordinate  hastening  to  be  rich,     h  will  not  step  to  inquire 
whether  this  overtradiflsg  has  been  ooeasioned  eidusively 
by  an  overissoe  of  paper  money,  from  reduced  supply,  or 
apeeulativs  demand  for  various  commodities,  believing  as  I 
do  that  the  fi/st  and  last  of  these  causes  have  operated 
jointly  in  producing  the  present  embarrassment.     Kor  the 
first,  there  is  no  remedy  byt  the  partial  dne  of  ledueiag  and 
reforming  the  currency.     I  may  be  asked,  if,  as  you  sup^ 
pose,  the  Government  is  free  from  the  sin  of  producing  the 
eiils  under  which  the  country  now  lsbor%  what  is  th* 
remedy  for  reKeving  them  1    I  answer,  that  the  remedy  is 
mainly  to  be  found  in  the  industry  snd  economy  of  the 
peopfe.     8o  fer  as  the  Government  can  Indirectly  relieve, 
by  its  sction  on  the  deposite  banks,  and  the  obligations  a£ 
the  importing  merchants,  it  can  go,  and  no  further.     But, 
in  its  action  on  these  subjects,  its  relief  will  resch  the  re- 
motest ramifi^ationa  of  society.    It  has  been  w«ll  said,  that 
the  roercan^e  community  pervades  the  remotest  portion  of 
the  bodv  pdlitic.     If  this  be  90,  and  none  can  deny  it,  re- 
lief to  the  importers  will  bs  felt  by  the  humblest  and  re- 
motest citiaen  of  this  grsst  republic  to  whom  mercantile 
credit  has  been  eitended.     And,  altheugh  indulgence  to 
the  suspended  deposite  banka  will  not  reach  to  so  wide  an 
extent,  it  wtit  relieve  thoee  who  stand  in  the  greatest  need 
of  rsHef.     Thus,  the  passage  of  the  bills  to  extend  indul- 
gence on  duty  bonds,  and  to  give  time  to  the  binks  grsdti- 
ally  to  call  in  their  dues  from  their  debtors,  will  extend  re- 
lief to  a  number  of  our  eaibarraased  fellow-dtiaens,'  tvhieh 
wtf  one  is  able  to  sstimate.     And  here  I  may  Im  permiftsfl 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  hon<lrabfe  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  in  v^ieh  he  rndeavosed  to  contrast  the  conduct 
of  the  British  Oovemmentt  in  1797,  in  s  peHodof  oommei^ 
oial  distress,  with  that  of  hfe- own  Government,  in  this  sea- 
son of  pressure  snd  embarrasamsnt.     My  honorable  friend 
told  us  that  the  proasure  in  Great  Britain  wsa  relieved,  ilt 
the  period  feferrad  to,  by  the  issue  of  no  more  then  twelve 
millions  of  exqheqoer  bills.     And  if  he  has  attended  to  the 
sUts  of  the  money  market  at  New  York,  he  must  know 
that  it  has  been  decidedly  improved  even  by  the  passage  of 
the  binti  which  have  come  down  from  the  Senate^  especially 
those  giving  indulgence  on  duty  bonds,  and  'authorising 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes^  especially  the  latter.     How, 
then,  can  he  extol  the  British  Government  snd  condemn 
bis  own  for  adopting  a-  measure  of  the  same  character  t 
What  distinction  can  he  drawn  between  e«i4iequer  bilia  in 
the  one  case  and  Treasury  notes  in  the  other,  in  their  ef- 
fects, I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover.     I  pass  over  the  question 
whether  or  not  there  is  or  soon  will  be  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury.    To  me  it  seems  lo  be  s  question  on  which  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion :  that  there  is  such  a  deficit,  and 
that  it  can  only  be  mat  by  using  the  oredit  of  the  Govem- 
ment.     Whether  it  is  best  to  use  it  in  the  form  of  Treaso- 
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ry  notes,  or  by  authorising  a  loan  in  the  ordinary  way,  is  a 
maiter  of  indifference,  aa  it  regpccta  the  obligations  which 
will  be  contracted  by  the  Government.  Nor  am  I  suf- 
ficiently venied  in  questions  of  finance  to  say  which  will  be 
the  preferable  mode.  But,  to  my  mind,  the  most  imme- 
diate and  direct  is  the  coiirse  best  suited  to  the  present 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  that  is  to  issue  Treasury 
notes.  Nor  can  it  be  of  any  r«ry  great  consequence  wheth- 
er they  are  hoarded  or  go  into  general  circulation.  In 
either  case,  they  will  displace  an  equal  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent circulat'uig  medium,  driving  it  out  of  or  into  circula- 
tion, as  they  may  be  laid  up  or  otherwise ;  and  if  we  may 
be  permitted  to  look  forward  to  their  final  efiect,  they  will 
(Contribute,  a(  no  distant  day,  most  materially  to  restore  a 
sound  currency.  Situated  as  I  was  during  the  discussion 
of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  depoeite  with 
the  States,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  the  bills  yet  to  be 
disposed  o^  I  may  be  permitted,  in  the  latitude  given  .(o 
the  debate^  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  it. 

The  period  of  making  that  deposite  was  at  hand ;  the 
Treasury  had  not  the  means  of  making  it,  nor  could  they 
be  commanded  without  creating  a  public  debt.  Thus  ne- 
cessarily arose  the  question,  whether  Congress  had  the 
power  to  tax  the  people  to  enable  it  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
posite  in  the  treasuries  of  the  States.  To  my  mind,  the  an- 
swer was  clear,  that  the  constitution  had  conferred  no  such 
power  upon  us.  If  it  had,  the  policy  might  well  be  doubt- 
ed of  taxing  the  people  with  one  hand,  and  returning  the 
money  so  raised  with  the  other,  by  vvbich  they  wculd  re- 
ceive it  with  the  loss  of  the  expense  of  collecting,  and  the 
interest  for  the  time  intervening  between  the  ouUection  and 
transfer,  subject  u>  the  serious  objection  that  it  would  never, 
it  could  never,  be  equitably  returned  to  those  from  whom 
it  had  been  collected. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
present  embarrassm«.nts  of  the  country — ^the  overbanking 
and  overtrading  which  have  characterized  iu  business 
transactions  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  But  as  these 
were  the  remote,  what  was  the  efficient  or  proximate  cause 
of  the  present  revulsion  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Amer- 
ica 1  I  answer,  the  course  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land when  called  upon  to  prop  the  falling  credit  ol  Ameri- 
can houses,  so  called,  but  English  bankers,  who  had  gone 
enormously  beyond  their  means  in  the  acceptance  of  drafts 
from,  this  country  for  which  the  owners  had  furnished  no 
fund  of  redemption  whatsoever.  That  measure  of  the 
bank  not  only  destroyed  for  the  time  the  credit  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  bills  referred  to,  but  shook  American  credit  to  its 
foundtttioa*  and  rosultisd  in  the  immediate  and  ruinous  fall 
in  the  price  of  the  great  suple  of  our  Country,  by  which  the 
means  of  American  merchants  were  reduced  to  almost  one- 
half  the  amount  of  their  value  at  the  time  their  debu  were 
contracted.  This  being  the  fact,  which  none  can  question, 
is  it  wonderful  that  consternation  and  ruin  sprea^l  over  the 
land  1  If  any  one  can  doubt  the  effect  of  that  measure  of 
the  bank,  in  applying  the  match  which  has  produced  this 
mighty  explosion,  he  is  a  much  greater  sceptic  than  I  am. 
If  any  other  proof  were  wanting  besides  open  and  apparent 
connexion  of  the  caifse  and  iu  effect,  it  will  be  found  in 
the  existing  state  of  the  money  market  in  Great  Britain. 
Shortly  after  the  Bank  of  Ungland  had,  intentionally  or 
unintentionally  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire,  knocked  down 
the  price  of  cotton,  she  came  forwaid  to  sustain  the  pnvate 
bankers  who  had  involved  themselvea  by  their  American 
fKxepiances;  the  London  money  market  became  easy,  and 
we  are  now  told  that  money  is  a  drug  there,  and  can  be 
obtained  on  unquestionable  security  for  three  and  half  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  probably  much  lower.  Thu«  am  I 
sustained  in  the  assertion  that  the  immediate  and  efficient 
cause  of  the  present  pecuniary  condition  of  this  country, 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England  towarda  the  Brit- 
ish acceptors  of  American  hilbi  of  exchange^  and  the  fUd  of 


cotton,  which  was  produced  by  it.  Panic,  then,  on  the 
part  of  that  bank,  or  a  motive  so  much  worse  that  1  will 
not  impute  it,  was  the  match  that  Hghted  up  this  tremen* 
dous  explosion.  Nor  was  a  similar  courae  in  this  country 
without  iM  instrumentality,  if  we  have  been  correctly  in- 
formed— ^that  from  first  to  last  there  were  millions  of  idle 
capital  in  New  York,  Boston,  and  other  cities,  which  re- 
mained idle  for  want  of  that  conridence  between  man  and 
man,  which  is  the  life-blood  of  credit  in  every  eoontiy  in 
the  world.  I  have  already  stated  what  raeaaurea  might, 
and  as  I  supposed  would,  be  adopted  by  Googress  for  the 
relief  of  the  country  in  the  present  extraordinary  emergen- 
cy :  extension  of  time  on  duty  bonds,  and  reaaonabie  in- 
dulgence to  the  suspended  deposits  banks. 

But  can  no  measures  be  adopted  aa  prevent! vea  against 
the  recurrence  of  a  similar  calamity  1  I  think  there  can  ; 
and  that  they  are  to  be  found,  not  in  the  charter  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  but  in  the  measures  proposed  for  ultimately 
collecting  the  public  dues  in  the  only  medium  recogniiicd 
by  the  constitution  as  money,  and  in  changing  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  public  revenue.  But  I  may  be  asked,  why 
not  establish  a  national  bank  ?  I  answer,  first,  not  only 
because  the  constitution  confers  no  power  to  do  so,  either 
in  terms  or  by  rational  inference,  but  its  histoiy  forbids  the 
implication  of  it  in  the  fact  that  the  federal  convention  was 
asked  to  confer  it,  and  it  refused  peremptorily  to  do  so.  I 
will  not  so  far  insult  the  comipittee  as  to  go  over  (he  argu- 
ment to  show  how  far  any  doubt  arising  upon  the  face  oi 
an  instrument  is  to  be  settled  by  a  reference  to  its  history. 
In  the  next  place  I  answer,  that  if  the  power  bad  been  ex- 
plicitly granted  in  the  constitution,  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  exercise  it*  It  would  be  inexpedient,  first,  because  the 
whole  history  of  the  late  national  bank,  and  its  successor, 
the  United  Statea  Bank  of  Penm^lvania,  conclusively 
shows,  that  it  cannot,  or  it  will  not,  prevent  overhanking, 
and  consequent  overtrading,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  local  hanks. 

New  aa  I  may  be  to  public  affairs,  I  have  not  forgotten 
the  history  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  which  reeclK 
ed  iu  acme  in  181 9,  .less  than  three  years  from  the  time 
when  the  United  States  Bank,  established  avowedly  to  pre- 
vent the  future  recurrence  of  excessive  local  bank  eireula- 
tion,  had  gone  into  operation ;  an  embarrassment  occa- 
sioned by  the  same  spirit  of  reckless  adventure  in  public 
lands,  and  every  thing  else  that  could  be  made  the  subject 
of  speculation,  which  chamcterised  the. money  transactiuna 
of  the  country  in  1935  and  1936.  If  there  are  any  here 
too  young  ta  remember,  or  who  have  been  ioo  indolent  to 
acquire,  information  upon  that  subject,  it  is  sufficient  to 
point  them  to  the  impotence  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  avuwed  by  its  president  within  two  short 
years  to  be  stronger  than  iU  predecessor,  to  ward  off  such 
a  calamity.  It  is  true,  that  when  ita  suspension  waa  an- 
joouneed  in  .May  last,  Hs  presiding  officer  informed  the 
country  that  if  it  had  consulted  its  own  strength*  thai  sus- 
pension would  not  htfve  been  necessary. 

But,  if  the  fact  was  as  he  stated,  how  much  worse 
was  that  act  than  it  has  been  charaeteraed  by  a  diatin- 
guished  individual  to  whdm  the  declaration  was  made  let 
an  insulted  and  injured  people  decide.  If  it  waa  Uoe. 
there  are  no  terms  of  oondemnation  known  to  human 
language  strong  enough  to  express  the  execration  which  it 
merits. 

But  there  is  another,  and,  to  my  mind,  equally  strong,  or 
stronger,  if  possible,  objection  to  the  estaUishmeut  of  a 
national  bank.  It  is  the  political  character  assumed  by  the 
late  bank,  especially  when  coupled  with  its  foreign  connex- 
ions. To  the  employment  of  foreign  capital,  wielded  by 
American  handa,  directed  by  American  hearta,  in  further- 
ance of  ol:jects  of  public  or  private  enterpriiie,  I  make  no 
objection.  But  I  protest  most  soUosnly  against  permitiinff 
in  its  use  the  shadow  of  foreign,  control  or  directm. 
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Tlw  late  Bank  of  the  United  Statte  was  believed  to  have 
been  influenced  in  its  potitical  course  by  foreign  stockhold- 
en,  not  only  having  no  aympathj  with  our  political  insti- 
totioai^  but  hostile  to  them.  If  it  was  so— and  of  the 
CKt  there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt — how  much  closer  is  the 
connexion  of  its  sucoessor  with  foreigners,  how  much 
more  puwerful  will  be  their  influence  over  it,  let  recent 
iacti^  showing  the  establishment  of  its  agencies  in  Liver- 
pool and  London,  attest.  Let  me  not  be  answered  that  a 
fistional  bank  is  advocated.  T  am  not  to  be  misle4,by 
mch  a  declaration,  from  my  firm  conviction  that  the  war 
upon  the  late  and  present  administrations  of  this  Govern- 
ment was  and  is  waged  for  the  revival  of  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States. 

Having  shown,  as  I  think,  that  such  an  institution  is 
pot  only  unconstitutional,  but  dangerous  to  the  constitution 
itiel^  I  come  to  the  measures  which,  in  my  judgment,  are 
best  calculated  to  save  the  country,  so  far  as  our  legislation 
can  save  it»  from  future  revulsion  and  embairassment ;  and 
here  I  take  occasion  to  say,  ihat  no  free  Government  can 
ao  legislate  as  entirely  to  prevaoi  their  r<!currence.  But, 
before  proceeding  to  consider  the  measures  referred  to,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  state  one  other  objeotbn  to  the  estab- 
iishmeni  of  a  national  bank :  it  is  the  clearly  and  strongly 
expressed  decision  of  the  people  against  it. 

In  discussing  the  measures  most  likely  so  to  check  and 
control  the  local  banks,  ss  to  restrain  their  issues  within 
•alb  and  proper  limits,  I  will  first  consider  the  proposition 
to  reqaire  all  payments  to  the  Government  to  be  ultimately 
Biade  in  the  constitutional  coin  of  the  country,  and  in  that 
only.  It  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  this,  what 
(hey  call  innovation,  that  it  is  cslculated  and  intended  to 
destroy  the  system  of  credit  upon  which  this  country  has 
reacheid  its  present  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  But  in  what  manner  can  it  effect  such  a  result  1 
Is  mny' member  of  this  committee  prepared  to  permit  the 
dehu  due  to  the  Government  to  be  discharged  in  irredeem- 
able and  inconvertible  paper  1  If  nor,  who  can  entertain 
a  reaeeoable  objection  to  requiring  their  payment,  not  in 
promises,  but  money? 

Where  would  be  the  difibronce  between  the  paymeni  of 
coin  or  bank  notss^  convertible  into  it  at  the  will  of  the 
bolder,  in  ita  efiS»t  iJpon  the  interest  of  the  banks  1  If 
they  should  be  always  ready,  as  they  oertoinly  should  be, 
to  redeem  their  notes  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  what  hard^ 
ship  can  there  be  in  requiring  that  the  Government  debtor 
shali  so  convert  them  without  making  it  necessary  that  it 
should  be  done  by  the  collecting  oiScera  of  the  Govern- 
ment 1  It  may  be  said  that,  as  it  would  only  be  a  questtoa 
of  convenience  between  private  individuals  and  the  collect- 
ing oflkersy  the  convenience  of  the  community  should 
always  he  preferred.  But,  upon  a  closer  examination,  it 
will  be  found  that,e  ven  upon  this  point,  there  is  no 
equalitf  whatsoever.  The  collecting  agents  of  the  Go- 
vernment may  be  engaged,  and  in  the  large  importing 
cities  will  certainly  be  almost  constantly,  in  receiving  money 
for  the  Government;  therefore  it  Is  much  more  reasonable 
that  individuals  should  convert  their  bank  notes  into  specie 
before  making  payment  to  the  collecting  agents  of  the  Go- 
vernment, Uian  that  the  whole  burden  should  fall  upon 
these  agents.  But  I  apprehend,  that  to  require  payment 
to  the  Government  in  coin,  in  every  instance,  will  have  a 
salutary  influence  upon  specie  paying  banks,  so  called,  in 
restraining  imprudent  issues  of  paper  by  them.  That  no 
injustice  would  be  done  either  to  individuals  or  the  banks, 
apon  the  principle  that  sll  bank  paper  shall  be  convertible 
into  specie,  by  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  proposed,  is,  to 
my  mind,  as  clear  and  conclusive  as  mathematical  demon- 
stration could  make  it.  But  we  have  heard  it  said  by  the 
^oppoaents  of  this  measure,  who  are  alike  the  opponents  of 
the  late  end  present  administrations,  with,  perhaps,  occa- 
sional exceptions,   that  by  this  scheme  we  should  create 


one  currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for  th® 
people.  But  how  such  an  objection  can  be  sustained  I 
cannot  imagine.  Gentlemen,  in  making  it,  would  seem 
to  confound  the  present  condition  of  bank  paper  with  what 
would  be  widely  different,  if  it  possessed  the  supposed  con- 
vertibility, the  only  element  which  can  entitle,  it  to  the 
character  of  money.  If  the  operation  of  the  system  of 
specie  pay  menu  should  be  such  as  to  bring  back  the  banks 
to  the  fair  and  proper  redemption  of  their  notes,  I  would 
ask  in  what  essential  particular  would  the  one  currency 
differ  from  the  other  1  In  fact,  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  would  then  consist  of  specie  or  credits  equivslent: 
a  result  which  would  do  moro  to  prevent  the  indulgence  of 
rash  and  ruinous  speculation,  than  any  other  measure  the 
Government  could  adopt  short  of  the  entire  destruction  of 
that  system  of  commercial  credit  which,  properly  controlled 
by  prudent  foresight  and  economy,  is  so  essential  to  the 
maintainance  of  our  national  and  individual  prosperity. 
If  I  have  b^en  so  fortunate  as  to  make  my  meianiDg  under- 
stood, I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  scheme  proposed 
would  establish  a  currency  of  equal  value  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  and  such  an  one  as  would  lay  the  fab- 
rick  of  our  prosperity  on  foundations  too  stable  ever  to  be 
again  shaken  down  by  such  revulsiohs  as  have  occurred,  at 
iMst  on  two  occasions,  within  less  than  the  last  twenty 
years. 

In  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place  upon  the  vari- 
ous propositions  presented  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  conformity  to  Executive  recommendation, 
we  have  heard  much  about  taking  care  of  the  Government 
and  neglecting  the  people.  What,  sir,  is  the  Government  ? 
It  is  but  an  agency  constituted  by  the  people  themselves, 
for  the  promotion  of  their  own  prosperity  end  happiness. 
And  what,  I  would  ask,  is  desired  in  the  measures  pro- 
posed for  the  relief  of  the  Government,  but  to  give  it  the 
means  of  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  people  ?  To  my 
mind,  it  is  the  idlest  of  all  clamors,  to  say,  that,  because  we 
intend  to  place  the  Government  in  a  condition  to  execute 
the  purpose  of  its  creation,  that  purpdse  being  to  secure 
the  public  prosperity  and  happiness,  we  are  providing 
for  tfie  Government,  as  somettyng  distinct  from,  and  op- 
posed to,  the  interests  ef  the  people. 

The  last  particular  topic  upon  which  I  desire  to  ofler  a 
few  observations  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  is 
the  mode  proposed  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. And  what  is  that  mode,  stripped  of  all  the  mystery 
and  disguise  which  has  been  attempted  to  be  thrown 
around  it,  by  the  incessant  outcry  of  exphcquer  banks^ 
Treasury  bank,  sub-Treasury  system,  and  all  the  et  ceteras 
gentlemen  have  applied  to  it  1  Nothing  more  nor  less  than 
the  plain  republican,  unsophisticated  scheme  of  requiring 
the  receivers  of  the  public  revenue  to  be  bnswerable  for  its 
safe-keeping.  What  feature  of  a  bank  can  it  be  possibly 
supposed  to  possess  1  It  is  not  contemplated  to- authorise 
the  issue  of  paper  of  any  kind  as  the  mere  representative 
of  the  money  so  deposited  for  safe-keeping. 

Alt  that  is  intended,  beyond  the  payment  of  money, 
upon  properly  authorized  drafts  from  the  Treasury,  to  the 
public  creditors,  is  the  occasional  transfer  of  it,  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  from  one  place  to  another,  for  the 
disbursements  of  the  Government.  It  is  not,  therefore-* 
^t  cannot  in  any  sense  be  so  considered-^ a  bank  of  any 
sort  whatever. 

What,  then,  are  the  objettions  to  it  1  That  it  will  in- 
crease the  patronage  of  the  Government,  by  the  increase 
of  public  officers,  and  the  additional  expenditure  necessary 
for  their  compensation ;  that  the  money  will  be  unsafe  in 
the  custody  of  the  public  oflicers ;  and  that  it  will  open  the 
'  door  to  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  an  odious  despotism  upon  the 
ruins  of  ^he  constitution.  The  very  decisive  vote  which 
has  been  recently  given,  here  and  elsewhere,  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  a  national  bank,  renden  il  unneoasaary  for  me  to  die* 
CUM  its  merit  as  a  public  depository.  The  only  cora|)ari- 
son  which  it  is  then  necessary  to  institute  is»  between  the 
systoni  pursued  and  a  return  to  the  employ SMnt  of  the  lo- 
cal banks.  Nor  does  it  seem  material  to  carry  that  com- 
parison further  than  the  consideration  of  the  objections  just 
stated  to  the  placing  the  custody  of  the  revenue  in  the 
hands  of  the  collecting  officers  of  the  Government.  6o 
far  as  I  have  heard,  no  one  is  willing  to  restore  the  reve- 
nue to  the  custody  of  the  banks,  upon  any  other  principle 
than  as  a  special  deposito,  not  to  be  used  by  them  for  any 
purpose,  and  to  be  paid  over  to  the  orders  of  the  Treasury 
whenever  it  may  be  required. 

Nor  is  it  proposed,  so  far  as  I  have  understood,  to  ask 
the  banks  to  perform  this  service  without  just  compensa- 
tion. What  compensation,  I  would  ask,  do  gentlemen 
suppose  they  would  require  for  such  service,  including  the 
risk  of  safely  keeping  the  public  money  1 

I  know  but  little  of  banking  transactions,  but  have  little 
doubt  the  service  required  would  not  be  performed  by  then 
for  less  than  one  per  centum  upon  the  money  committed 
to  theb  charge.  Taking,  then,  the  public  revenue  at 
twenty  millions  per  aanum,  and  the  cost  of  its  custody 
would  be  two  hundred  thousand  dollara. 

But,  that  I  may  be  within  the  rate  which  must  be  con- 
ceded by  every  one  as  low  enough,  I  will  fix  it  at  one-half 
of  one  per  cent.,  and  the  annual  expense  will  be  one  bin- 
dred  thousand  dollars;  a  sum  larger  by  forty  thousand 
dollars  than  the  sum  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  if  it  shall  be  committed  to  the  collecting  agents 
of  the  Government.  On  the  score  of  economy,  therefore^ 
the  calculation  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  system  proposed. 

But  to  the  question  of  patronage.  How  much  will 
Executive  patronage  be  increased  by  the  appointment  of 
a  small  additional  number  of  clerks  in  some  half  a  doxen 
cities  or  less  in  this  Union  1  So  far  from  being  increased, 
it  will  be  lessened  in  comparison  with  the  numerous  banks 
which  would  seek  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  and  to 
which  it  would  be  committed,  the  compensation  being 
made  an  object  to  them,  and  without  it  they  wouM  not 
assume  the  responsibility,  by  a  President  desirous  to  es- 
tablish the  reign  of  influence  and  corruption.  It  may  be 
answered,  that  there  would  be  less  danger  of  a  corrupt  use 
of  the  public  money,  if  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  banks, 
than  in  the  hands  of  public  officen.  For  my  part,  I  can- 
not perceive  the  force  of  such  an  objection.  Is  it  said  that 
there  b  danger  of  servility  on  account  of  dependence  of 
puUic  agents  upon  the  Executive  for  their  offices  1  The 
question  is  then  resolved  into  a  question  of  money,  and  as 
that  reduces  the  objection  against  the  public  officers  and 
the  bank  to  the  same  prtnciple,  it  is  unworthy  ef  further 
consideration.  But,  it  may  be  said  that  the  chances  of 
Executive  corruption  will  be  increased  by  the  greater  facil- 
ity of  obtaining  money  from  public  officero  than  from  the 
banks.  To  this,  I  answer,  that  there  can  be  no  possible 
diflerence  in  the  matter.  The  same  checks  and  control 
exist  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  And  the  banks  are  as 
much  bound  to  answer  the  drafts  of  the  public  Treasury, 
as  the  public  officers  could  be,  and  would  as  readily  an- 
swer them.  Human  nature  is  essentially  the  same  under 
equal  circumstances,  and  the  officers  of  banks  would  be 
quite  ad  likely  to  act  under  the  influence  of  temptation  to 
execute  a  corrupt  Executive  will,  sufficient  inducemente 
being-oflerod,  as  would  the  collecting  officen  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  come  now  to  the  only  remaining  question-— 
the  question  of  the  safety  of  the  public  revenue  under  the 
system  proposed.  And  in  discussing  this  question,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  inquire,  what  mogic  is  imparted  by  an  act 
of  incorporation,  by  which  the  honesty  of  men  becomes  so 
purified  and  refined,  that  they  are  placed  above  the  ordi- 
nary level  of  their  race  1  If  the  homely  proverb  of  an 
English  lawyer  of  former  days  be  true,  corporation  moral- 


ity has  nothing  to  boast  of  When  oompaMd  with  tlut  of  in- 
dividuals. But  it  is  sakl  that,  allpwing  that  poUie  collect- 
ing ofllkers  are  generally  as  honest  as  the  officers  of  banks, 
yet  the  stock  of  the  latter  furnishes  better  security  than  an 
individual  can  offer.  On  this  point  I  am  at  issae  with  the 
objector,  and  say  that  the  public  oflicer  will  be  able  to 
make  the  Government  as  secure  as  the  banks. 

But,  if  it  were  allowed  that  occasional  defimlt  nigbt  be 
the  consequence  of  confiding  the  custody  of  the  public 
money  to  the  collecting  officers,  how  long  would  it  be  be- 
fore it  would  amount  to  the  loss  and  incoDvenience  already 
expenenoed  by  employing  the  bank%  and  vsoeii^ng  bank 
paper  in  payment  for  public  lande  before  the  system  of 
cash  paymente  was,  adopted,  or  the  inconvenience  already 
experienced  within  the  last  five  tnctnths,  not  to  say-^or 
yet  it  cannot  be  said — ^whi^t  looses  may  in  the  end  be  sus- 
tained in  the  debte  now  due  by  the  late  deposito  banks  1 

When  Mr.  Hatitbs  had  taken  his  seat-- 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Mass.,  rose  and  sMdt  An  attempt 
had  been  made  doriog  the  discussions  of  this  MasfOB  im 
give  to  the  financial  system  of  this  ceuntiy  a  new  character, 
an  impression  of  novelty,  an  air  of  mystification.  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  discussions 
in  this  hall  and  elsewhere,  had  spoken  of  an  extcaufdinary 
crisis  in  the  monetary  affidrs  of  the  age,  a  development  of 
principles  hitherto  unknown  or  not  acted  upon,  of  a  great 
financial  theorem  or  issue  of  modem  times. 

This  pretension  seems  to  me  (^sald  Mr.  G.)  to  be  an  ar- 
rogant one,  tf  honestly  believed ;  and,  if  not,  to  be  intended 
solely  to  cover  over  some  most .  nngular  changes  of  opin- 
ion. Whatever  may  be  the  truth  in  this  regaid,  certainly 
these  assumptions  have  their  origin  in  an  undue  fondness 
for  theorizing  and  speculating.  I  have  no  antipathy  to  a 
spirit  of  this  kind,  if  kept  within  proper  bounds^  and  ^>- 
plied  to  suitable  objecte.  In  all  that  can  contribute  to  hu- 
man happiness,  or  that  may  tend  to  elevate  the  masa  of 
mankind,  I  have  the  strongest  sympathy  with  those  who 
are  philanthropically  enga^  in  pointing  out  a  new  and 
better  way,  and  for  the  abondant  reaaon  thai  Utey  are 
giving  their  thougbte  to  what,  unfottonately,  doea  not  at- 
tract the  universal  or  even  general  inteiest  of  oar  raee. 

Hut,  in  reiironca  to  snbJMto  which  ars  of  efmry  day  oon- 
oern,  which  enter  into  the  constent  busineas  of  esistance, 
snd  which  form  an  essential  and  prominent  feature  in  all 
the  aims  and  objecte  of  the  induatiy  of  om  eoimtiy,  I  can- 
not but  look  upon  this  vndiw  attaohoieBt  to  Aasty  aa  a 
sore  evil.  The  subject  of  finanoe  is  peculiarly  pracfical« 
and  minds  of  a  practical  cast  are  alosost  the  only  ones  that 
master  ils  detAtls,  and  meet  with  soecess  in  iti  pursQif. 
Whatever  pertains  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  to  its 
business,  and  ite  currency^  is  betlsr,  far  better  andarstood 
by  men  whoso  lives  sra  devoted  to  that  business,  by  men  of 
large  and  long-eamed  experienoe,  than  by  any  mere  poli- 
ticians, however  ingeniously  or  adroitly  they  may  theorite. 
And  certein  it  is  that,  in  thia  country,  and  in  e^r)^  country 
where  civiliaation  and  intelHgence  have  left  their  tnark,  the 
wisest,  profouodsst,  and  most  sucoeAfol  statesmen  have 
been  those  who,  in  their  financial  systems,  have  drawn 
most  extensively  upon  the  resoorcea  and  experience  of  men 
of  practical  business. 

The  mingling  of  matters  of  business  and  of  financial  in- 
stitutions with  partisan  politics  I  look  upon  as  the  cuffse^- 
the  very  evil  genius  of  our  country.  It  is  thb  which  lies 
at  the  bottom  of  all  our  troublea  and  distresses  ss  a  people^ 
and  which  causes  the  administration  of  the  Govemaient  to 
be  so  loudly  and  emphatically  comphuned  againat  So 
long  as  the  politiciana  continue  to  drag  the  business  of  the 
conntiy  within  the  vortex  of  politics^  and  to  make  It  tribu- 
tary to  their  own  personal  aggrandixeroent,  to  their  own 
unpatriotic  objects,  so  long  will  derangement  and  di8tFae*> 
tion  reign  in  both. 

We  wore  yesterday  asked  (|uite  imposingly  by  the  gen- 
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timaan  from  Virginia*  TMr.  Huittxr,]  why  not  carry  that 
syttam  of  analysis  and  induction  into  finance,  which  has 
bsen  brought  to  bear  so  succetsfiilly  upon  scienco  general- 
ly t  I  have  given,  I  think,  the  true  answer :  finance  is 
essentially  practical ;  in  all  its  operations  analysis  and  in- 
duction are  necessarily  and  incessantly  at  work. 

With  such  views,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  determining 
where  lo  look  for  guidance  end  direction  in  all  questions 
connected  with  currency  and  business.  There  is  no  safety 
bat  in  the  lessons  of  past  experience.  And  what  is  the 
voice  which  the  experience  of  our  country  utters  upon  this 
important  subject !  If  we  examine  our  past  history,  we 
shall  find  that  our  financial  system  has,  for  the  most  part, 
uniformly  worked  well ;  and  that  nearly  all  our  derange- 
ments and  embarrassments  have  arisen  from  the  obtrusive 
interfeirace  of  politics  and  politicians.  Legislation  has 
always  been  necessary  in  order  to  give,  the  country  a  suit- 
able currency.  When  this  has  beni  effected,  and  the  cur- 
rency has  been  sufiined  to  take  its  own  cofvse,  and  to  be 
regulated  by  the  usages  knd  laws  of  trade  practically  estab- 
lished, and  alwaya  understood  by  business  men,  nothing 
has  ever  interfered  with  or  interrupted  the  steady  progress 
of  both  currency  and  business,  but  some  event,  rarely  oc- 
cttiringv  extraordinary  in  its  character  and  overwhelming 
and  controlliog  in  its  influence.  In  the  conflicts  of  our 
nentrafity  wiih  foreign  aggression ;  in  the  restrictions  upon 
oar  eommefce ;  and  in  the  measure  of  war,  which  form  a 
part  of  oor  past  history,  we  find  examples  of  such  events. 
Aside  from  iheee^  our  prosperity  has  been  uniform^  except 
when  cheeked  by  occasional  and  short-lived  overaction. 
This  latter  is  a  slate  of  things  not  of  veiy  frequent  occur- 
rence, which  usually  subsidies  rapidly  under  the  unfailing 
operstione  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  tho  principles  of  a  just 
political  economy.  With  these  exceptions,  I  repeat  the 
important  lesson  derived  from  our  past  experience,  that  all 
our  troubles  and  annoyances  have  originated  in  the  unhal- 
lowed eonnexion  of  politics  and  business,  for  purposes  of 
momentary  triumph  to  the  former,  and  with  disaster  to  the 
latter. 

We  come  to  the  great  question  which  runs  through  the 
discQssioa  of  all  the  measures  proposed  to  us  at  this  extra- 
ordinary aession.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  embarrass- 
ments which  have  now  so  l<mg  afflicted  the  country  ? 

We  ara  told  by  the  President,  in  his  recent  message, 
thst  the  true  csuse  is  overaction.  I  object  to  this  pOMtion, 
that,  instead  of  being  the  assignment  of  a  cause,  it  is  simply 
a  sutement  of  the  fact  in  another  form.  The  country  has 
solfored,  and  is  still  suffering,  fiom  overaction ;  that  is, 
from  overtrading  and  overspeculating.  And  the  only 
question  which  can  sensibly  be  asked  or  answered  is,  what 
ioM  eanaed  this  overaction ;  to  what  is  it  attributable  1  Are 
we  to  seek  its  origin  in  the  abandonment  of  those  whole- 
some laws  of  trade,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  by 
the  practical  and  sagacious  business-men  of  the  community, 
or  is  it  lo  be  found  in  the  measures  of  the  administration 
afieeting  the  national  currency  t  What  induced  the  hordes 
of  anxious  speculators  to  precipitate  themselves  upon  the 
great  pabHc  domain  of  the  West  1  What  induced  another 
class  of  adventurers  to  take  advantage  of  the  boon  proposed 
by  the  Government,  in  the  extraordinary,  and,  in  some 
cases,  moot  indecorous  and  servile  scramble  for  the  public 
moneys  t  What  induced  the  unusual  increase  of  banks, 
on  a  sodden,  and  in  defiance  of  that  cautious  policy  which 
had  so  long  characterixed  the  country  in  the  asking  and 
granting  of  bank  chartere!  What  induced  the  general 
riHh  into  the  business  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  un- 
doe  importation  of  foreign  commodities!  What* induced 
the  anomaly  which  we  have  all  witnessed  and  wondered 
at — an  extravagant  demand  for  every  thing,  at  extravagant- 
ly high  prices,  and  money  at  the  highest  and  most  ruin- 
oas  rafesi 

Uokai  the  tme  cause  eao  be  awBeHMiad  for  the  evils 
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which  have  so  long  disturbed  the  prosperity  and  deranged 
the  business  of  the  country,  it  is  obvious  that  those  evils 
cannot  be  remedied  effectnally  and  permanently.  If  sim- 
ple overtrading  be  the  cause,  that  has  not  onfreqoently  oc- 
curred, and  has  always  readily  yielded  to  the  suggestions 
of  prudence  and  ordinary  sagacity.  Indeed,  overtrading 
never  causes  more  than  temporary  embarrassment.  If 
nothing  effected  our  general  system  now  but  mere  over- 
trading; if  our  financial  system  were  not  radically  and 
deeply  disordered,  the  discontents  snd  distresses  of  the 
country  would  long  ere  this  have  passed  away  No  one 
has  the  assurance  to  assert  a  pretension  of  this  kind. 

Under  the  operation  of  a  bad,  disjointed,  dislocated  finan- 
cial system,  permanent  prosperity  cannot  revisit  the  coun- 
try. An  apposite  illustration  of  what  I  deem  to  be  the 
troths  now  laid  down  may  be  seen  in  the  present  condition 
of  England,  to  which  refcrenoe  is  made  in  the  President's 
message. 

The  President  looks  upon  the  state  of  thinga  as  substan- 
tially the  aame  in  both  countries.  '*  The  causes  of  the 
revulsion  in  both  countries  have  been  substantially  the 
same.*'  Such  ia  the  language  of  the  message.  But,  by  a 
singular  fatality,  the  President  ventures  to  express  a  truth, 
within  the  compass  of  the  same  paragraph,  which  effectu- 
ally overturns  the  fancied  analogy  in  the  causes  of  the  re- 
vulsion in  the  two  countries.  *<The  most  material  diffisr- 
ence,"  (I  quote  the  words  of  the  message,)  *<  between  the 
results  in  the  two  countries  has  only  beini,  that  with  ua 
there  has  sIm  occnrrod  an  extensive  derangement  in  the 
fiscal  affairs  of  the  Federal  and  State  Govemments»  occa- 
sioned by  the  suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the  banks." 
W*hy  did  not  the  President  carry  his  thoughts  one  step 
farther ;  why  did  he  not  see  that  the  causes  which  led  to 
this  suspension  of  specie  payment,  thereby  producing  the 
acknowledge<l  «  derangement  in  the  fiscal  aiSairs"  of  this 
country,  constitute  absolutely  the  whole  that  is  material  to 
the  subject,  and  the  whole  difference  between  the  revul- 
sion here  and  that  in  England  1  The  monetary  system  in 
EngUnd  haa  not,  as  a  system,  been  effected  at  all.  Here 
the  monetary  system  has  been  changed  entirely.  Or  rather, 
to  apeak  more  accurately,  here  we  have  been  shifted  from 
one  system  to  another-^upon  the  explosion  o(  one  experi- 
ment, betaking  ourselvea  to  another — until  we  have  at  last 
arrived  at  the  proposition  immediately  before  us»  the  sub- 
Treasury  or  divorce  bill,  under  which  we  ore  to  dispense 
with  all  system.  This  is  what  is  vaunted  before  us  as  the 
great  theorem  or  issue  of  modem  times. 

But,  if  the  revulsion  in  England  and  in  our  own  country 
had  b^n,  as  supposed  by  the  President,  substantially  the 
same,  how  happens  it  that,  whilst  he  was  busied  in  penning 
his  message,  the  revulsion  in  England  should  have  subsi- 
ded, and  business  have  resumed  its  place  1  That  such  is 
the  fact,  all  accounts  now  agree.  And  no  well-informed 
person  can  hesitate  as  to  the  cause  of  the  embarrassmenta  in 
England,  growing,  aa  they  notoriously  did,  out  of  the  con- 
nexion with  American  trade.  The  President,  indeed,  even 
in  the  message,  « that  the  issuea  of  paper  credits  put  in 
circulation  in  England  by  banka  and  in  other  ways  during 
the  yean  1834,  I8B5,  and  1836,  will  show  an  augmentation 
of  the  paper  currency  Ihere,  as  much  disproporlioned  to  the 
real  wanta  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States."  But  the 
President  gives  no  authority  for  this  opinion.  And  it  con- 
flicta  most  glaringly  with  official,  and,  therefore,  authentic, 
statement^  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by  all 
the  other  banka  of  every  description,  upon  this  subject. 
From  these  statementa  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of 
circulation  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  year  1834  waa 
je38,568,000;  in  1836,  £28,619,000;  and  in  1839,  £S8- 
876,000 ;  showing  an  increase  of  cireulation,  in  the  three 
yeara  designated  by  the  President,  of  only  a  little  over 
three  hundred  thousand  pounds;  whilst,  in  this  country, 
within  the  same  period,  the  bills  in  circulation  had  increas- 
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ed  (ortj-five  millions;  and  the  loans  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  millions.  The  difference  thus  strongly  marked 
between  the  two  countries  arises  from  the  fact  already 
stated ;  a  foct  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated — that  in 
England  the  financial  systeni  has  not  been  affected  as  a 
whole ;  whilst  in  this  country  the  financial  system  has  been 
absolutely  overturned.  And  hence  has  arisen  the  differ- 
ence in  the  results  between  the  remedies  applied  in  the  two 
countries.  If  we  apply  to  a  disordered  and  revolutionized 
currency  a  remedy,  as  suggested  by  the  President,  applica- 
ble only  to  a  state  of  overaction,  it  will  turn  out  to  be  in- 
efficacious. We  already  see  that  such  a  remedy  is  utterly 
inefficient.  The  disorder  remains.  The  taint  is  upon  us. 
How  can  successful  business-  be  resumed  without  a  sound 
currency  and  a  healthful  system  of  exchanges  1  How  can 
the  country  go  on  without  the  vigor  of  a  permanent  and 
accredited  financial  system  1 

The  causes  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  country  do  then 
force  themselves  upon  us  in  a  way  not  to  be  resisted.  They 
are  written  all  around  us  in  sunbeams.  They  are  neither 
to  lie  evaded  nor  escaped  from.  They  are  impressed  upon 
the  country  in  broad  lines  from  end  to  end.  Every  man  of 
businese  in  the  land  bears  the  marks  of  them.  At  morn- 
ing, noon,  and  night,  when  we  lie  down  and  when  we  rise 
up,  they  are  ever  and  most  disastrously  present  to  us.  They 
are  distinctly  traceable  to  the  change,  to  the  entire  revolu- 
tion, of  which  I  have  spoken,  in  our  financial  system.  The 
bankruptcy  of  the  Government,  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
country.  He  at  the  door  of  the  politicians,  who,  for  their 
own  iiinister  and  selfish  purposes,  have  brought  that  sys- 
um,  the  currency  and  the  business  of  the  country,  into  the 
arena  of  political  warfare.  Here,  in  my  estimation,  is  the 
root  of  the  evil. 

Look  back  at  the  experience  of  our  past  history,  to  which 
I  have  heretofore  adverted,  constituting  the  true  test,  in  a 
special  manner,  of  all  financial  changes.  What  do  we 
learn  in  the  pages  that  immediately  precede  those  whii-h 
are  to  record  this  new  theorem  of  modern  times,  this  entire 
disruption  and  scattering  of  a  currency,  which  had  carried 
the  country  along  successfully  and  prosperously  1  I  ask 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  look  back  at  the  period'  of  twelve 
years,  which  preceded  the  late  administration,  comprising 
the  whole  term  of  service  of  President  Monroe,  and  that  of 
my  venerable  colleague,  [Mr.  Ai»ams.]  In  the  year  1816, 
there  were  two  hundred  and  forty-six  banks,  with  a  capital 
of  nearly  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  circulation  of 
about  sixty  ^ight  millions.  In  1830,  there  were  308  banks, 
vrith  a  capital,  including  the  United  States  Bank,  of  one 
'  hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions.  In  1830,  there  were 
three  hundred  and  thirty  banks,  with  a  capital  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  millions,  and  a  circulation  of  sixty -one 
millions.  During  the  whole  period,  then,  from  1816  to 
1830,  being  fourteen  years,  there  was  an  increase  of  eighty- 
four  banks,  with  an  increase  of  fifty-five  millions  of  capital ; 
of  which  thirty-five  millions  belonged  to  the  United  States 
Bank;  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  diminution  of  cir- 
culation from  sixty-eight  down  to  sixty  one  millions. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  banking  system  under  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
period  there  was  great  embarrassmemt  all  over  the  land, 
similar  to  that  which  now  exists.  In  1816,  a  national 
bank  was  chartered.  In  commencing  the  operations  of 
that  bank*  there  was  much  bad  management,  and  the  con- 
sequences were  unfavorable  to  the  business  of  the  country : 
but  these  difficulties  soon  disappeared  under  the  superior 
skill  of  new  managers.  And  the  whole  period  was  marked 
by  unosuat  commercial  prosperity,  although  unfortunate 
cotton  speculations,  and  the  agitation  of  the  tariff  contro- 
versy, were  distinctive  features  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  too,  that,  during  this  period,  no  com- 
plaint whatever  was  uttered  from  any  quarter  against  the 
curiency  or  the  banking  system.     The  businesa  of  tft«  ' 


country  went  on  without  interruption,  except  from  occa- 
sional ill-judged  speculations  or  overtrading,  leaving  no 
distinctive  mark,  except  as  matter  of  historical  remem- 
brance. In  addition  to  this,  and  as  confirmatory  of  it, 
another  remark  may  be  made,  that  the  financial  system 
was  kept  entirely  detached  from  the  politics  of  the  eountry : 
the  politicians  interfered  not  at  all  with  it ;  and  its  course 
was  therefore  an  undisturbed  one,  answering  the  great 
purposes  of  all  financial  systems,  benefiting  the  people, 
promoting  industry,  awakening  well  directed  enterprise, 
and  ther^ore  reflecting  credit  upon  the  Government. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  period  embraced 
within  the  comments  I  have  now  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee, a  new  order  of  things  arose.  Tho  country  was  in  a 
state  of  unequalled  tranquillity  in  all  its  prominent  inter- 
ests. The  excitements  of  party  had  been,  and  continued 
to  be,  animated  and  bristling:  but  the  business  of  the 
country  was  sucoeKsfully  pursued  in  all  its  accustomed 
channels.  But,  with  a  new  administration,  new  men  had 
found  their  way  into  the  pdblic  councils.  Adventurers 
were  numerous:  the  appetite  for  distinction,  for  office,  but 
more  especially  for  money,  became  unappeasable.  Politi- 
cians rose  up  in  myriads  of  swarms.  If  the  present  mo- 
ment would  not  suffice  to  provide  them  with  the  claimed 
rewards  and  spoils  of  victory,  the  future  was  drawn  upon  ; 
and  partisanship  scentetl  its  prey  in  every  avenue  and  by- 
psih  that  led  to  game  to  be  rUn  down*  Thus  was  the  field 
of  political  aspiration  immensely  widens.  Within  the 
great  vortex  of  parly  politics  were  absorbed,  one  after  ano- 
ther, all  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  Nothing  escaped 
that  could  by  any  possibility  minister  to  the  hopes  or  the 
cupidity  of  politicians.  And  thus  was  it  that  the  business 
interests,  the  financial  systems,  the  moneyed  institutione, 
gradually  and  successively  fell  before  the  destroyer.  Each 
and  all  surrendered,  or  were .  trodden  down  beneath  th« 
tread  of  the  political  war-horse.  In  this  way  waa  proetra- 
ted  the  United  States  Bank.  For  the  purposes  which  I 
have  now  indicated  to  the  committee,  were  the  public 
moneys  of  the  United  States  wrenched  from  their  legal 
depository,  and  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  the  politicians. 

These  events,  the  first  in  that  train  of  measures  which 
have  led  to  the  existing  embarrassments  of  the  ooontrj, 
occurred  about  four  years  ago.  Against  these  measures, 
iff  their  inception,  my  venerable  colleague  [Mr.  AnAxa] 
raised  his  warning  voice.  Intimately  connected  as  he  had 
been  with  the  preceding  policy  of  the  country,  well  might 
his  judgment  be  taken  as  oracular.  Unfortunately,  it  was 
disregarded  and  set  at  naught. 

And  what  was  the  progress,  what  were  the  consequences 
of  theee  measures ;  especially  of  the  transfer  of  the  public 
moneys  to  the  new  league  or  coalition  of  Stale  institutions  1 
A  general  movement  was  made  to  obtain  a  share  in  the 
division  and  distribution.  The  appeals  which  were  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  made  «*fiacad 
agento*'  of  the  Government,  are  many  of  theni  spread  out 
upon  our  legislative  records ;  and  they  evince,  in  too  msny 
instances,  a  cringing  servility,  at  war  with  aU  just  ideas  of 
republican  dignity  and  independence.  The  removal  was 
effected  under  the  dklstion  «>f  that  extraordinary  man  who 
has  but  recently  descended  from  the  Presidency.  1  he 
public  moneys  were  distributed  throughout  the  country  ; 
and,  under  the  repeated  injunctions  of  the  Treasury  I>e* 
partment,  founded  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Preeidcnty 
which  I  shall  not  stop  to  collate  or  refer  to  more  particu- 
larly, the  chosen  banks  were  directed  to  uw  those  moneys 
for  the  public  accommodstion  in  every  variety  of  way. 
And  so  were  they  used;  they  were  carried  into  every 
branch  of  business,  regular  and  speculative.  They  wer« 
alisorbed  in  the  speculations  in  the  public  lands ;  tbey 
formed  the  nudeus  for  the  erection  of  new  banks;  thc-jr 
were  sought  after  with  avidity  by  partisans;  they  foan^ 
their  way  wheNssr  noney  can  fo,  and  for  all  pmposea  ^o 
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whidi  money  can  ba  iqppliad.  In  th«  gvnenl  leranble  Ibr 
Uw  maaiw  of  speculation,  bank  rose  into  existence  upon 
bank,  and  incredible  was  the  rapidity  with  wbicii  ibeee 
noaeys  performed  their  circatt  throash  the  roatine  of 
banks,  land  offices,  and  the  coanters  of  the  receiven. 

And  what  is  the  exhibit  which  sober  and  nndisputed 
fiKU  present  to  us,  of  the  state  of  our  financial  affairs  with- 
ia  sefen  years  from  the  close  of  the  period  of  which  I  have 
■beady  gmn  an  account  1  The  report  of  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  ha4  been  placed  before  us,  Inrniahing  an 
•nple  riew  of  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  up 
to  December,  1836.  From  thai  report,  we  leam  that  at 
the  latost  period  to  which  the  report  is  brought  down,  there 
wsTB  828  banks  in  the  country,  inchiding  146  branches ; 
■ad  that  the  capitol  amounted  to  more  than  three  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  millions;  and  the  eireulation  to  more 
than  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  miUions.  Here  is  an 
iocTBase,  in  a  little  less  than  seven  yean,  of  nearly  five 
hundred  banks — of  mors  than  two  hondred  and  thirty- 
three  millions  of  capital— and  of  more  than  one  hundred 
■nd  twenty-four  miUions  of  circulation.  There  are  now 
osnsidcrably  more  than  twice  as  many  banks  as  there  were 
in  1830,  nearly  three  times  as  much  capital,  and  more  than 
three  timse  as  much  circulation. 

This  increase  of  banking  facilities,  for  which  it  would 
be  dififenlt  if  not  irapoesible  to  find  a  parallel,  commenced 
immedialeiy  after  the  first  attack  upon  the  old  and  long- 
aeeredjted  financial  system  of  the  country.  But  the  larger 
gnawlh  of  this  rank  crop  of  banks  was  subsequent  to  that 
ravoltttionary  measure,  the  removal  of  the  depositos.  The 
banking  capitol  created  within  the  last  seven  years  is  great- 
er than  all  the  banking  capitol  created  during  the  whole  ao- 
tsiior  period  of  our  history.  How  could  such  a  stoto  of  in* 
Action  and  exceaa  long  exist  without  being  felt  through 
every  part  and  parcel  ol  the  buaineas  of  the  country  t  Shall 
wa  be  amosed  with  speculative  notions  about  overtrading, 
when  an  exhibit  like  this  is  storing  us  in  the  face  1  If  the 
President  wiahes  lor  an  example  of  the  overaction  of  which 
he  speaks  in  his  meassage,  here  it  is-<-tbe  oonoomUant  and 
oooeequencs  of  that  fatal  measure,  the  transfer  of  the  pub- 
lic fnnds^  to  which  he  gave  his  strenuous  counsels  and  ad- 
vice. If  overaction,  overtrading,  overspecalation  ever  ez- 
iitod,  they  are  to  be  found  in  this  inflated,  overcharged, 
and  now  exploded  system  of  banking,  which  the  counsels 
uid  iastmetions  of  the  last  and  present  administrations  of 
the  General  Government  substituted  for  the  system  which 
piaceded  it.  I  do  not  intend  to  say,  or  wish  to  be  uader- 
rtood  as  implying,  that  this  extraordinary  course  of  ^meas- 
ures was  entered  upon  with  a  view  to  the  result  now  man- 
ifieatod.  It  is  nnneceeeary  to  toke  this  ground,  could  it  be 
naintoined.  I  impeach  not  motives.  I  inquire  for  facts. 
With  these  facts,  well  authenticated,  I  go  wherever  truth 
will  lead  me.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can  shut  his  eyes 
upon  the  fact,  the  pre-eminent  fact,  that  here,  in  this  inor- 
dinato  stimulus  to  banking — this  furnishing  of  means  with- 
oQt  stint,  limitotion,  or  caution— is  to  be  found  the  cause 
of  the  ejceesses  which  have  been  indulged  in ;  of  the  over- 
action  which  Las  gorged  every  channel  of  business;  and  of 
the  diaasteis  which  have  bowed  down  the  country  under  a 
yoke  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  • 

A  member  from  Ohie  [Mr.  Haxxb]  has  said  that  the 
foreign  debt,  which  he  estimatea  at  thirty  millions,  together 
with  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  are,  in  his 
view,  the  true  causes  uf  the  troubles  which  have  afflicted 
the  coootry.  And  he  asks,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  did 
General  Jackson,  did  Mr.  Van  Buren,  did  the  friends  of 
the  past  or  present  administration,  either  or  all  of  them, 
indoee  that  debt  to  be  incurred  t  I  answer,  unhesitotingly, 
because  I  answer  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  facts,  they 
did,  aaeh  and  all  of  them.  Has  that  gentleman  examined 
the  ooorae,  the  progress  of  that  debt  1  I  apprehend,  if  he 
bad  done  so,  he  would  have  discovered  some  facis  suffi- 


cient to  lead  him  to  doubt  the  poKcy  of  some  measures  of 
the  last  few  years,  to  which  he  has  given,  if  I  mistoks  not, 
his  vigorous  aid.  During  the  year  in  which  the  celebrated 
tariff  compromise  bill  was  adopted,  the  importe  of  free 
goods  into  the  United  Btotes  amounted  to  about  sixteen 
millions  of  dollara.  According  to  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  stotemento  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  country  for  the  last  year, 
the  amount  of  free  goods  imported  had  risen  in  their  esti- 
mated value  to  more  than  ninety-two  millions  of  dollars. 
During  the  same  year  the  whole  importe  of  every  descrip- 
tion amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions 
of  dollara.  The  import  of  goods  «  free  of  duty,"  there* 
fore,  was  equal,  very  nearly,  to  one-half  of  the  whole  ira- 
pertotion  of  the  year ;  and  the  difference  between  the  im- 
porte and  exporto  was  over  sixty-one  millions— the  balance 
of  the  former  over  the  latter. 

Now,  bow  will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  aeoonnt  for 
this  extraordinary  increase  of  goods  imported  "free  of 
duty,"  within  the  short  period  of  about  three  yeara,  upon 
any  other  ground  than  that  of  the  incessant  attecks  which 
have  been  annually  made  upon  the  compromise  bill  1  It 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  administration  to  teke  off  the 
duties  from  oil  goods,  the  imporution  of  which,  it  was  sup- 
posed, would  not  directly  interfere  with  the  pToducte  of 
American  industry.  But  the  indirect  interfnence  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  cared  for.  This  has  induced  the 
importer  to  glut  the  American  market  with  cheap  foreign 
fabrics  and  products :  and  the  direct  attacks  which  have 
been  made  upon  the  system,  from  year  to  year,  have  had 
a  tendency  at  the  same  time  to  paralyze  our  own  menu-' 
facturers.  And  then,  striking  in  unfortunately  with  this 
policy,  there  has  been  the  extraordinary  facility  for  cbteid*" 
ing  means  and  credit  to  carry  on  the  foreign  trade,  since 
the  removal  of  the  deposites :  for  since  that  event  it  is  that 
the  principal  part  of  the  enonnoua  increase  of  free  goods 
imported  has  taken  place.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  foreign 
debt  has  been  incniired  under  the  inducemente  held  forth 
by  this  incautious  poli^  of  the  administration.  And  thus' 
it  is  that  the  overtrading  of  the  merchants,  about  which . 
so  much  has  been  said,  and  so  vagne^  said  too,  lies  at  the 
door  of  the  past  and  present  administrations,  and  is  trace- 
able, with  great  directness,  to  the  breaking  up  of  our  old 
financial  system. 

I  find  myself  fully  sustained  in  the  view  which  an  ad- 
herence to  facts  compels  me  to  teke  of  the  causes  of  the 
existing  diaasters,  by  a  recurreaoe  to  a  very  abaorbing  and 
interesting  topic— the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  For  a  oon^ 
sidoEable  number  of  years  anterior  to  the  removal  of  the 
depositee,  the  income  accruing  from  the  sales  of  the  nation* 
al  domain  aivoraged,  annually,  not  more  than  two  millions 
of  dollars.  Immediatoly  upon  the  great  change  effected 
by  that  extraordinary  measure  of  General  Jackson,  we 
find  a  rapid  and  startling  increase  in  those  sales ;  so  that, 
in  the  three  years  following  thst  event,  the  increase  from 
this  source  amounted  on  an  average  to  fifieea  milliona  a 
year.  In  the  year  1836,  the  amount  was  considenMy  over 
twenty  millions.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  during  dbe  pe- 
riod which  intervened  between  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
and  anolhor  great  event,  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue among  the  States,  were  mora  than  equivalent  to  the 
whole  amount  set  apart  for  depottto  under  the  provision 
of  the  distribution  act. 

The  committee  will  see,  therefore,  that  but  for  the  im- 
pulse which  was  given  to  the  spirit  of  specniation  by  the 
transfer  of  the  public  funds  from  their  legal  depository  to 
those  pointe  from  which  money  aooommodations  were  ad- 
visedly urged  upon  the  public,  no  surplus  revenue  would 
have  accrued  for  distribution.  But  as  soon  as  the  public 
funds  were  withdnwn  from  the  influence  of  that  flnancial 
system  vrhich,  through  all  the  reverses  consequent  upon 
overtrading  and   overspeeutating,  had  kept  the  machinery 


146S 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1464 


H.  Of  R.] 


Suh'Treoiwry  BUL 


[Oct.  18,  1837. 


of  biMinaM  steady  and  well-ordered,  a  revolatioii  follow- 
ed which  disjointed  every  thing,  diverting  business  from 
iU  fixed  orbit,  and  giving  a  wild  and  erratic  play  to  that 
headlong  mania  for  specalation,  which  absorbed  all  and 
controlled  all,  until  itself  finally  exploded.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
concealed,  nor-can  it  be  denied,  becaase  the  records  of  this 
Hoase  bear  the  proof,  that  the  politicians,  the  partisans, 
wore  most  eager,  most  importunate  in  pursuit  of  those 
means  of  speculation. 

Nor  can  it  be  ii  relevant  here  to  remind  some  members  of 
the  committee,  especially  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Pickshs,  of 
6.  C]  wbo  opened  the  debate  upon  the  bill  immediately 
before  us  with  so  much  earnestness  and  vehemence,  that, 
from  the  statement  I  have  now  made,  it  follows,  most  con- 
clusively, that  the  tariff  system  is  not  to  be  held  account- 
able or  chargeable  as  the  cause  of  the  extraordinary  sur* 
plus,  so  universally  and  so  justly  deplored.  Such  an  opin- 
ion has  been  advanced,  over  and  over  again,  and  is  relied 
upon  aa  furnishing  a  stable  reason  for  frittering  away,  in 
detail,  the  good  t^ecta  contemplated  by  the  celebrated  com- 
promise. I  have  already  commented  upon  the  facta,  which 
show  indisputably  the  impolicy  of  the  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  jnat  operation  of  that  compromise.  That  impolicy 
is  still  more  convincingly  manifested  by  the  facts,  now  pre- 
sented to  the  committee,  which  point  to  the  true  origin  of 
the  surplus  revenue.  The  public  domain  has  been  the 
great  field  of  speculation ;  and  the  excessive'banking,  con- 
sequent upon  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  and  principally 
warmed  into  existence  by  that  measure,  has  poured  forth 
the  overshadowing  means  by  which  that  speculation  waa 
conducted. 

I  am  still  further  fortified  in  the  position  I  have  taken, 
and  the  opinions  £  entertain  concerning  the  causes  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  by  a  consideration  of  the 
effisots  of  the  immense  Importations  of  specie,  which  have 
been  the  theme  of  so  much  self-glorification.  It  is  unne- 
cessary here  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  for  an  ample 
specie  basis  for  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
Such  a  basis  is  indispensable,  and  never  can,  without  crimi- 
nal neglect,  bo  overlooked  by  any  prudent  and  watchful 
administration  of  the  Government.  But  the  idea  of  forcing 
a  circulation  of  specie  in  any  one  country,  whilat  the  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals  for  all  b  extremely  limited,  can- 
not be  sustained  for  a  moment  upon  any  sound  notions  of 
public  economy.  A  circumscribed  medium  exclusively  of 
specie  may  be  imposed,  and  carried  out  perhapa,  but  it  must 
be  at  the  riak  of  aacrificing  or  overturning  the  great  buai- 
ness  interesU  of  the  country,  and  of  throwing  the  limited 
business  that  may  remain  into  the  hands  of  a  monopolixisig 
few. 

The  excessive  importations  of  specie  by  the  last  admin- 
istration, at  a  time  when  the  balance  of  trade  was  largely 
against  us,  and  a  very  large  foreign  debt  waa  outstanding, 
militated  most  strikingly  against  all  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  trade.  And  this,  in  connexion  with  (he  Treasury  order 
or  specie  droutar,  as  it  has  usually  been  termed,  hastened 
the  approach  of  that  financial  crisis,  which,  without  the 
powerful  and  electric  aid  of  these  causes,  mi^ht  have  been 
longer  nostponed,  but,  in  all  probability,  could  have  been 
avoided.  The  drain  of  specie  from  the  East  deeply  af- 
fected all  the  operations  of  business  which  are  there  con- 
centrated ;  and  the  fountains  of  our  whole  system  were 
thus  broken  up.  Vast  as  have  been  the  importations  of 
qMcie  from  abroad,  did  that  specie  enter  into  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country  ?  Were  the  promises  concerning  it  at 
all  fulfilled  1  Have  not  those  promises  long  been  the  by- 
word and  Jest  of  the  scornerl  And  are  not  the  precious 
aetals  banished  from  among  us  so  far  as  the  purposes  of 
cireulatioB  are  concerned  I 

This  was  most  certainly  true  long  before  the  crisis  ar- 
rived. Instead  of  enlarging  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
countij  in  any  essential  degree^  the  imported  specie  was 


employed  most  extensively  in  forming  the  basis  of  new 
and  increased  banking  operations.  And  thus,  what  was 
probably  well  intended  theoretically  by  the  Government, 
operated  to  defeat  the  very  object  which  the  Government 
professed  to  have  in  view.  We  are  not  to  forget,  however, 
that  this  very  rage  for  banking,  which  in  this  manner  to 
sadly  crossed  the  path  of  the  late  administration,  grew  ap 
under  the  fostering  and  nurturing  of  its  own  measarea.  In 
this  foct  we  have  an  illustration,  that  ought  not  to  be  lost 
upon  us,  of  the  extreme  hazard  which  ia  always  incurred 
by  a  violent  snd  uncalled-for  interfence  with  a  subject  so 
sensitive  and  delicate  as  the  currency  of  a  country. 

I  have  now  gone  through,  succinctly,  the  consideration 
I  intended  of  the  causes  which  have  conspired  to  bring  the 
country  to  its  present  disaatrous  condition.  I  am  unabla 
to  avoid  the  conclusion— to  my  mind  it  is  aa  ready  ae  it  is 
irresistible^that  these  causes  have  led  directly  to  that 
overaction,  which  ia  the  genuine  manifestation  or  develop- 
ment of  the  disease  with  which  the  country  is  afflicted. 
And  what  has  been  the  result  1  What  has  been  the  wind- 
ing up  of  that  long  train  of  meaaurea,  violently  entered  up- 
on, and  energetically  pnraued,  which  must,  in  all  time  to 
come,  hold  up  Andrew  Jackaon  to  the  country  as  no  ordi- 
nary man  1  The  result  is  stamped  upon  the  country  in 
deep  and  broad  tracea.  The  winding  up  of  this  experi- 
ment of  a  new  and  better  currency  has  ingulfed  Govern- 
ment and  people  in  one  common  bankruptcy.  The  causes, 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  opened  throughout  the  land  a 
boundless  field  of  credit,  accessible  through  myriads  of  av- 
enues to  the  lowest  and  obscurest  spots.  Every  description 
of  business  felt  the  efl'ecu  of  this  overahsdowing  creditr^- 
to  such  a  degree,  indeed,  that,  during  the  period  to  which 
I  have  referred,  the  amount  of  all  kinds  of  transactions  ban 
been  estimated  to  transcend  Ave  hundred  millions  of  dol<- 
lara.  And  when,  at  length,  the  experiment  ran  oat,  and 
the  catastrophe  came,  the  country  was  found,  snd  sti.l  re- 
mains, with  its  commerce  prostrated,  industry  at  a  stand, 
the  banks  unable  to  redeem  their  bills,  and  the  Govern- 
ment rich  only  in  unavailable  means. 

The  Government  and  the  people  being  thus  alike  em- 
barrasssd  and  paralysed,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  dictate  of 
ordinary  wisdom  that  they  should  make  common  cause, 
and  breast  themselves  together  against  the  storm.  Espe- 
cially would  it  very  naturally  be  expected  of  the  Govern-, 
ment  that  they  should  not  abandon  the  people,  and  seek  to 
find  refuge  and  safety  for  themselves  alone.  Their  meas- 
ures having  prostrated  both  in  a  common  calamity,  the 
country  had  a  right  to  look  for  peculiar  favor  in  any  con- 
templated schemes  of  relief.  The  meaaurea  which  have 
brought  about  this  deplorable  slate  of  things  were  never 
asked  for  by  the  people.  They  never  petitioned  for  a 
change  in  the  financial  syatem  of  the  country.  They  nev- 
er even  complained  of  the  operation  of  that  system.  Ae 
far  as  their  opinions  and  wishes  can  be  gathered  from  the 
representations  of  their  agents  upon  this  floor,  in  this  the 
House  of  the  people,  they  were  contented  with  things  ae 
they  were.  It  is  historically  true,  that  all  the  remarkabla 
and  extraordinary  measures  on  which  I  have  commented, 
met,  when  proposed,  the  signal  rebuks  of  the  renrescnte- 
tives  of  the  people.  The  two  measures  most  deasive,  ef- 
fective, and  revolutionary  in  their  chiractevand  tendency — 
the  removal  of  the  depositee^  and  the  Treasury  order,  or 
specie  circular — have  never  obuined  any'favor  vrithio  theee 
walls.  They  have  been  sustained,  and  the  latter  is  still 
sustained,  against  the  will  of  the  people.  Emphatically  ie 
this  true,  and  not  to  be  denied. 

With  what  face,  then,  can  the  Government  acek  relief^ 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  great  mass  of  the  country  t  Why 
shall  those  who  have  devised,  counselled,  advocated,  and 
adopted  the  measures  which  have  resulted  in  a  depredated 
currency,  be  relieved  from  the  inequalities  of  that  currect* 
cy ;  whilst  the  people,  who,  to  say  the  least,  have  been 
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pMsive  in  regard  to  thoie  meMorei,  are  left  alone  to  reap 
tnd  Mjoy  the  henrest  of  their  bitter  friiito  t 

Bat  it  is  eaid  that  two  of  the  billi  before  us  are  specially 
intended  fur  the  relief  of  the  conntry :  the  one  aathorising 
a  farther  postponement  of  payment  apon  duty  bonds ;  and 
the  other  to  adjust  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late  de- 
poeite  banks,  if  there  be  relief  in  these  bills,  it  is  obvious 
to  remark  that  it  is  extremely  limited  in  its  scope.  But 
whose  is  the  sole  interest  to  be  secured,  if  it  can  be  eecu« 
led,  by  theee  bills !  Is  it  not  the  Government's  1  By 
pressing  its  debtors,  the  merchants  and  the  Southweslem 
banks^  the  Government  may  lose  ail ;  by  granting  an  ex- 
tension of  time,  all  may  be  saved. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  reported  three 
bills,  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Exec- 
utive, and  growing  out  of  the  relations  of  the  Government 
to  the  disasters  which  have  befallen  the  country.  The  first 
proposes  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with 
the  States ;  the  second  authorizes  the  issuiog  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  Treasoiy  notes ;  the  third  is  a  bill  to  impose  ad- 
ditioiial  duties  as  depositaries  on  public  officers.  The  ope- 
ration of  all  theee  bills  has  distinct  reference  to  the  Govern- 
Dent.  The  same  committee  also  reported  a  resolution, 
declaring  it  *< inexpedient  to  charter  a  national  bank."  I 
was  defaaned  from  the  expression  of  my  opinions  upon  this 
propodtion,  after  having  risen  to  address  the  House,  by  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question-^that  convenient  piece 
d  machinery  to  check  debate,  but  applied  so  only  in  this 
the  freest  Government  In  the  world.  That  proposition  is 
one  of  the  three  connected  with  the  great  question  of  the 
currency,  to  which  our  attention  has  been  directed.  I 
voted  against  it  distinctly  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  bald 
and  abstract  in  its  terms.  I  voted  against  it  upon  another 
ground — because  it  negatived  the  only  wishes  or  opinions 
which  have  come  before  us  by  petition  from  the  people. 
We  have  the  sub  Treasury  scheme  suggested  to  us  by  the 
President;  we  have  a  new  modelling  of  the  deposite  bank 
system  presented  by  a  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gar- 
XAMo.]  The  proposition  for  a  national  bank  finds  its  way 
to  OS  oofy  through  numerous  and  respectful  pettiions.  I 
am  on  willing  to  thrust  aside  unceremoniously  a  propoeition 
to  wfairb  the  people  have  invited  our  attention.  I  should 
be  tmwilling  to  dispose  of  any  scheme,  even  that  of  the 
sttb-Treasary,  in  so  summary  a  manner.  I  would  receive 
and  entertain  all  of  them  ;  I  would  reject  no  one,  until  it 
was  laid  before  us  in  proper  form  an<l  features,  that  we 
might  examine  it  in  its  practical  details,  and  judge  of  it 
with  precision.  I  know  not  that  I  should  vote  for  a  bill  to 
charter  a  national  bank.  I  have  no  constitutional  difficul- 
ties in  regard  to  it ;  but  I  should  seek  to  have  it  well  guard- 
ed and  secured  at  all  points,  especially,  as  far  as  possible, 
against  the  machinations  of  partisan  politicians— the  root, 
the  frattful  source,  as  I  verily  believe^  of  all  the  troubles 
tbac  aiBict  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  administration  having  deter- 
mined to  shape  their  policy,  under  the  new  and  extraor- 
dinary eirenmstances  of  the  country,  with  special  reference 
td  themselves  and  to  their  own  distinct  interests,  let  us  look 
at  the  measures  suggested  for  our  consideration. 

We  have  a  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
sarplns  revenue.  I  opposed  that  bill  in  the  committee.  I 
AmW  record  my  vote  against  it,  in  whatever  shape  it  may 
come  op.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  the 
|Hiyme&t  of  that  instalment,  amounting  to  nearly  ten  mii- 
iioiBS  of  dollars,  would  o|ierate  to  that  extent  advantage- 
oosiy  to  the  people.  I  am  unable  to  see  the  necessity  for 
tbe  postponement.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  report 
of  tfae  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances;  I  have 
ezAmined  all  the  subsidiary  and  "  verified'*  statements  that 
bave  been  laid  before  us  from  various  quarters.  If  the  de- 
ficteiicy  supposed  by  the  Secretary  were  susceptible  of  clear 
proal^  that  proof  ought  to  be  on  our  tables.     I  have  not 


seen  it.  If  it  exist,  it  can  be  shown  by  that  which  does 
not  lie :  it  is  a  matter  of  figures.  I  shall  not  follow  the 
Kteps  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  addresaed  the  committee  n 
in  this  particular,  by  going  into  the  details  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  task  is  irksome.  I  agree  fully  with  most  who 
have  preceded  me,  that  a  clear  case  has  not  been  made  out 
by  the  Secretary.  ISo  one  can  doubt  that  the  Treasury  is 
in  an  emiiarrassed  condition :  the  mismanagement  of  the 
finances  and  the  disruption  of  our  whole  system  could  not 
but  throw  our  exchequer  into  utter  confusion.  That  is  the 
evil  under  which  we  are  laboring.  Confusion  reigns 
through  every  department  of  finance  and  business.  Hence 
arises  the  unintelligible  exhibit  which  has  been  made  by 
the  Secretary.  In  the  deposite  banks  there  remains  a  bal- 
ance greater  than  the  amount  oi  the  fourth  instalment. 
Very  many  of  the  States  could  and  would  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  those  banks  for  their  proportion  of  that 
instalment,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  banks,  satis- 
foctory  to  the  States,  and  tend  to  the  relief  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  those  States  which,  from  their  relative  position, 
could  not  enter  into  sncL  arrangements,  drafts^  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secfetary,  **  drawn,  but  not  yet  paid,  though 
payable,"  and  therefore,  in  the  view  of  the  Oovernmen1« 
equivalent  to  specie,  would  fully  answer  the  purpose.  In 
whatever  light  I  regard  this  subject,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
demanded,  by  every  consideration  that  can  enter  into  a 
sound  and  just  policy,  to  pay  over  the  fourth  instalment  to 
the  Slates,  even  at  the  hazard  of  some  inconvenience  and 
even  sacrifice. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions  I  oppose  ;  because  I  dieem  the  prop- 
osition, if  not  unconstitutional  according  to  the  recently 
avowed  opinion  of  General  Jackson,  certainly  fraught  with 
the  greatest  hazard,  and  of  dangerous  tendency  as  a  money 
measure  or  experiment  of  the  Uovemment.  It  is  a  bad 
precedent  to  establish :  it  has  once  only  been  resorted  to 
in  the  history  of  the  pastptuid  then  in  the  extraordinary 
emergency  of  war.  It  is  a  scheme  which  furnishes  too 
great  facility  for  money  making  to  any  administration.  It 
is*a  power  too  easy  to  be  perverted ;  and  the  ezerciss  of  it 
is  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of  republican  institutions. 
Surrender  this  power  as  a  matter  of  ordinary  legislation  ; 
connect  with  it  the  proposed  system  of  sub-Treasuries^  de- 
signating the  kind  of  currency  which  the  Government  is 
to  demand,  and.  you  fix  upon  the  country  at  once  a  Trea- 
sury bank  in  its  worst  form.  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  upon 
the  suggestion  which  has  been  made  in  another  branch  by 
a  distinguidied  and  now  willing  advocate  of  all  these  mea- 
sures, that  the  Government  ought  to  provide  for  an  emis- 
sion of  paper  money,  declaring  bis  opinion  at  the  same 
time  that  inconvertible  paper  does  not  constitute  a  suitable 
currency.  I  believe  the  same  opinion  has  been  avowed 
during  the  debate  in  this  House.  Such  a  proposition  would 
carry  us  back  at  once  to  the  old  continental  money :  so 
monstrous  a  proposition  shows  most  convincingly  the  dan- 
gerous career  we  have  before  us,  in  consequence  of  depart- 
ing from  a  financial  syatem  that  had  been  reared  upon  the 
foundation  of  a  long  and  successful  experience. 

I  have  voted,  sir,  in  favor  of  au  amendment  of  the  Trea- 
sury note  bill,  to  authorize  the  Government  to  raise,  by 
loan,  such  sum  of  money  as  the  actual  wants  of  the  Trea- 
sury demanded.  That  is  the  mode  of  raising  money  which 
the  constitution  has  designated.  '<  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States." 
I  see  no  reason  for  departing  from  this  pbun  requisition  of 
the  constitution.  I  see  every  reason,  in  the  avowed  and 
obvious  disposition  of  the  Government  to  resort  to  experi- 
ments, why  we  should  adhere  strictly  and  guardedly  to 
such  a  requisition.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  am  willing  to  vole 
for  any  sum  of  money  that  shall  be  needed  to  relieve  the 
Government  from  its  embarrassments ;  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  do  so  in  any  way  but  that  which  shall  be  clear,  safe. 
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and  in  aocordaooe  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  conati- 
tatioD. 

The  sub-Treasury  scheme,  or  bill  imposing  additional 
duties  as  depositaries  on  public  officers,  is  confessedly  the 
leading  and  distinguishing:  measure  of  the  session.  It  has 
been  characterized,  and  I  think  justly,  as  a  proposition 
to  detach  the  interests  of  the  Government  from  those  of 
the  people ;  to  give  to  the  Government  a  "  better  currency, " 
and  to  the  people  sdch  a  one  as  they  shall  feel  willing,  or 
be  compelled,  to  content  themselves  with.  This  represen- 
tation, I  know,  has  been  denounced,  as  if  it  were  inten* 
tionally  used  as  the  watchword  of  party.  Were  it  really 
such,  I  would  freely  join  in  the  denunsiatton.  But  I  look 
upon  it  as  accurately  descriptive  of  the  bill.  Such  are  the 
whole  tenor  and  scope  of  it ;  and  the  only  way  in  which, 
under  the  operation  of  this  meabure,  there  can  be  a  com- 
rounity  of  interest  and  of  feeling  between  Government  and 
people  win  be  by  the  universal  adoption  of  the  same  scheme. 
When  that  event  occurs,  we  shall  have  arrived  at  the  much- 
talked -of  age  of  an  eiclusive  metallic  currency.  If  this 
measure  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  pass 
Into  the  solemn  form  of  a  law,  the  conflict  will  be  but  com- 
menced between  the  system  to  which  the  country  has  been 
accustomed  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  republic,  and  that 
system  which  bears  upon  its  front  the  baptismal  name  of 
'<  untried  expedient"  Is  it  pl«in  to  suppose  that  this 
whole  people  will  quietly  and  unrepiningly  witness  the  ex- 
hibition of  their  own  servants  in  the  undisputed  enjoyment 
of  a  high  privilege,  and  themselves  excluded  from  all  psr- 
tieipation  in  it  ?  A  stormy  and  wrathful  contest  will  arise, 
upon  which,  even  as  a  fancy  sketch,  no  patriot  can  look 
with  composure.  Sir,  I  cannot  join  in  the  crusade,  which 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  as  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government,  cannot  but  beat  up  against  %he  long-standing 
order  of  things.  I  will  not  consent  ruthlessly  to  pull  down 
an  ancient  institution,  until  f  can  be  convinoed  the  substi- 
tute for  it  shall  better  answer  the  purpose.  I  am  content- 
ed^ nay,  anxious  to  reform,  where  reform  is  necessary ;  but 
I  cannot  yield  to  what  f  feel  confident  must  be  the  effect  of 
this  bill,  if  carried  through  to  ita  outBide  purposes.  I  caif- 
not  agree  to  destroy. 

This,  then,  is  the  stable  and  firm  ground  upon  which  I 
plant  my  opposition  to  this  sub-Treasury  scheme.  Carried 
out  into  all  its  consequences,  the  effect  of  it  must  be^  to 
change  the  framework  of  society ;  to  revduttonize  property 
and  business ;  to  re<luce  the  former  indefinitely  and  most  es- 
8ontia11y»  and  to  withdraw  the  latter  into  the  hands  of  the 
few;  to  circumscribe,  and  almost  to  obliterate  the  field  for 
enterprise ;  to  paralyze  credit ;  to  deaden  the  vigorous  arm 
of  industry  ;  and,  finally,  and  in  one  word,  to  give  to  wealth 
■  that  ascendency  which  nothing  but  free  competition  can 
break  down,  and  to. make  poverty  hug  its  chains  more 
closely.  Whilst  the  tendency  of  thn  scheme  must  be  to 
give  superior  end  unjustifiable  privileges  to  wealth  in  large 
accumulations,  and  necessarily  to  make  the  poor  poorer, 
the  blight  and  mildew  of  it  must  fall  in  a  special  manner 
upon  that  immense  mass  of  our  community,  which,  I 
would  to  God,  were  the  one  and  only  ma^s— the  men  of 
moderate  property  and  of  enterprise,  chastened  and  well 
regulated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  numerous  ob- 
jections which  are  urged  against  this  biU  with  great  force 
as  a  matter  of  business.  Its  insecurity  forms  of  itself  an 
abundant  reason  why  it  should  be  distrusted  and  repudia- 
ted. The  placing  of  public  funds  in  the  hands  of  individ- 
uals for  sa^keeping  or  disbursement,  leads  the  depositary 
into  that  temptation  from  which  every  prudent  man  should 
pray  to  be  delivered.'  The  importunities  of  friendship 
alone  have,  through  this  means,  dragged  down  many  an 
honest  name  to  the  dust.  The  field  of  such  temptation 
should  be  hedged  in  as  much  as  possible,  not  enlai^ed. 
Gentlemen  have  referred  already  to  sad  cases  of  defalcstion 


from  this  source  in  several  of  the  States.  The  Common- 
wealth from  which  I  come  is  not  without  this  stain  upon 
its  history.  And  what  is  Uie  experience  which  the  records 
of  one  department  ef  this  Government  have  recently  fur- 
nished 1  Within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  over  eighteen 
hundred  instances  of  defalcation  are  ofliciaily  reported  to 
have  occurred  in  tHe  Post  Office  Department  Who  does 
not  know  that  most  or  all  of  the  motives  in  the  way  of 
temptation  either  do  not  operate  at  all,  or  to  a  very  limited 
extent,  in  regard  tp  funds  entrusted  to  corporations  1  Sir, 
those  are  considerations  which  ought  to  address  themselves 
with  great  seriousness  to  wise  and  discreet  statesmen. 

The  necessary  increase  of  Executive  patronage  is  also  a 
solid  objection  to  this  bill.  Such  patronage,  operating  up- 
on  the  individual,  is  always  dangerous.  The  sUta  ofpub- 
lie  sentiment  in  this  country  points  with  singular  signifi* 
cancy  to  the  sober  truth,  that  such  patronage  <<has  in- 
creased, is  inereawig,  and  ought  to  be  diminished.*' 

Mr.  Chsirman,  I  pass  to  the  leading  objection  to  this 
bill,  which  I  am  compelled  to  dispose  of  briefly,  in  con- 
sequence of  our  being  very  nearly  at  the  last  stage  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  session.  This  bill  denies  in  the  face 
of  the  country  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnidi  a  sound  system  of  curiency  and  of  domes* 
tic  exchanges.  The  doctrines  of  the  message  upon  this 
point  are  entirely  new.  But  they  are  new,  onl^  liecause 
the  Government,  or  rather  the  administration,  instead  x>f 
wisely  retracing  their  steps,  are  determined  to  go  on  with 
their  experimenta ;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  strange  that  these 
experiments  should  interfere  with  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution as  well  as  with  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  The 
administration,  having  resolved  by  this  measure  to  detach 
their  interests  from  those  of  the  people,  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows that  the  interests  of  the  people  are  not  to  be  cared  for 
or  provided  for.  The  constitution  has  declared  that  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  between  the 
States.  Congress  hss  always  heretofore  made  such  pro- 
vision*  or  attempted  it,  by  esiablisbing  what  has  been 
deemed  a  sound  currency,  and  with  it,  and  dependent  up- 
on it,  a  healthful  system  of  domestic  exchanges.  The 
opinions  of  all  our  statesmen,  of  all  parties,  from  the  found- 
stion  of  the  Government  down  to  the  present  dynasty, 
have  coincided  upon  this  subject  And  yet,  we  are  now 
told  that  the  Government  might  as  well  be  called  upon  to 
convey  the  merchandise  of  its  citizens  from  one  point  to 
another,  as  to  regulate  their  internal  commerce.  Such  are 
the  absurdities  to  which  we  .are  reduced  by  a  spirit  of  the- 
orizing and  a  fondness  for  cxperimentsk  lu  support  of 
these  novel  and  unheard-of  notions,  the  example  of  the 
States  of  Europe  is  referred  to ;  and  their  usages  are  mar- 
shalled before  us  against  an  express  provision  of  our  con- 
stitution, and  the  unbroken  practice  of  the  Government 
and  country.  Sir,  who  and  what  are  we,  that  we  are  thua 
called  upon  to  abandon  all  our  experience,  every  lesson  of 
our  history,  and  to  lay  ourseWes  down  at  the  feet  of  the 
monopolists  and  autttcrats  of  Europe  1  We  differ  from  the 
whole  of  them,  individuslly  and  collectively ;  and  I  desire 
to  thank  God  that  we  do  so.  We  stand  upon  the  solid 
platform  of  free  institutions ;  wo  live  only  in  the  free  hope 
that  is  given  to  labor,  and  industry,  and  competition.  We 
8  re  a  confederacy  of  sovereign  and  independout  States — 
many  in  number — and  differing  in  our  local  institutions, 
arrangements^  and  usages.  And  aire  we  to  be  referred  to 
the  single  and  consolidated  arn»  of  power  in  the  States  of 
Europe  for  business  examples  and  currency  precedents  ? 
It  is  this  peculiarity  in  our  political  fabric,  which  led  the 
statesmen  of  the  Revolution  to  make  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  to  whidi  I  have  adverted ;  it  is  the  same  pecix-> 
liarity^  distinguishing  us  from  all  other  Suten,  which  has 
led  all  our  statesmen  until  now  to  conform  to  the  wise  fore- 
thought of  those  sages  and  paUiots.  * 
Sir,  I  will  not  troulde  you  by  recurring  to  the  ofsniona 
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of  ibe  older  staletnMii.  I  will  only  refredi  your  reeoUec- 
tioD  by  advorting  to  some  of  moro  recroi  d«te-*to  opin- 
ioDS  that  have  beeo  uttered  witlun  the  last  four  yeaxs. 
What  does  Mr.  Taney  aay  in  one  of  his  reports  concern- 
iog  the  State  or  depoiite  banks  1  This  is  his  langusge: 
"They  are  providing  a  general  currency  at  least.as  sound 
ss  that  of  the  United  Siates  Bsnk*  and  will  afford  facilities 
to  commerce  and  in  Ibe  bosineas  of  domestic  exchange 
qaite  equal  to  any  which  the  community  heretofore  enjoy- 
ed/' Again,  he  uaes  strong  language— language  free 
Itdoi  all  doubt,  when  he  declares  of  the  same  banks  that 
'*  they  are  competent  to  perform  all  the  aenrioes  which  the 
Govemroeot  ought  to  require,  and  to  affoid  all  the  facili- 
ties  to  the  internal  commerce  and  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try, which  have  been  claimed  from  the  S^k  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales." 

I  offer  but  one  opinbn  more— that  of  the  late  President 
Jackson  in  that  celebrated  peper  which  was  "  read  to  the 
cabinet.'*  Who  will  doubt  the  meaning  of  this  passage: 
"  U  shottld  also  be  enjoined  upon  any  Ipnkf  wluch  may 
be  emidoycd,  that  it  will  be  expected  of  them  to  facilitate 
domestic  exchanges  for  the  benefit  of  internal  commerce." 
Theae  are  excellent  opinions ;  but.  they  were  most  unfor- 
tunately applied,  9M  our  sad  experience  every  day  is  show- 
ing tts.  They  indicate  the  firm  connctions  of  those  who 
ottered  them :  and  they  correspond  with  all  the  opinions  of 
puMi  tme  upon  the  subject  un^il  now.  Sir,  the  business 
oi  this  great  country  cannot  be  carried  on— it  ia  monktrous 
to  sappflse  it  can  he-*withofit  a  sound,  general  correr^cy, 
and  a  well-regtilated  system  of  domestic  exchsnges.  These 
are  indispensable.  They  are  equally  necessary  to  the  man 
«f  large  business  and  to  the  man  of  limited  operations. 
Bemittancee  are  made  by  every  class  and  almost  by  every 
individual  in  the  community.  How  can  they  be  made 
withoQC  a  general  and  universally  accredited  currency  1  I 
dedave  to  you,  then,  my  unshaken  conviction  that  the 
people  will  not  countenance  the  system  you  propose  in  ibis 
bill.  They  will  not  consent  to  !«  cut  off  from  these  in- 
dispensable requisites  of  good  business  and  healthful  pros- 
petitj.  They  will  not  suffer  their  best  interests  to  be  sac- 
riiiceil  in  order  to  gratify  your  unmanly  attachment  to  im- 
practicable experiments.  They  will  demand  of  you,  they 
are  already  demanding  of  you,  that  you  retraoe  your  steps. 
Mr«  Chairman,  before  concluding,  I  feel  bound  to  no- 
tice eome  remarks  which  fell  from  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Picatss,]  who  opened  this  debate.  That 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  make  an  attack  upon  North- 
ern labor,  and,  by  way  of  retaliation  upon  «  Northern  Ab- 
oUtioniam,"  proclaims  hieintentieo  to  <*  retort  the  preach- 
ing of  inaurreetinn ;"  and  the  text  which  he  takes  is  *<  the 
Ottivefaal  emancipation  of  Northern  labor  from  Northern 
fraud  and  duplicity."  He  represents  the  banks  and  cor- 
poratioaa  of  the  North  as  engngeil  in  **  eaMaving  and  sub- 
jecting the  laboring  class."  And  he,  a  slavaholder,  pro- 
poaea  to  erect  the  standard  of  insurrection,  and  to  draw 
thereto  the  laborers  of  the  North. 

I>oea  that  gentleman  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
labor  of  the  North  1  Does  he  deem  it  an  instrument  which 
he  can  wield  to  carry  ooi  his  purposes  of  sedition  and  in- 
anrradion  t  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  laboring 
claaaas  of  the  North  comprise  the  whole  .population  of  the 
North.  The  great  rule  of  existence  there  is  labor,  and 
only  labor.  I  would  liko  very  well  to  see  that  gentleman 
advancing  npon  the  North  with  his  insurrectionary  inten- 
tionn.  It  would  gratify  me  niuch  to  aee  him  at  the  head 
of  Ilia  new-raised  cohorts,  with  his  banners  floating  upon 
the  breexe,  and,  under  the  inspiration  of  martial  music* 
marching  forward  **  to  preach  the  universal  emancipation 
of  Northern  labor  from  Northern  fraud  and  doplioity !" 
Tba  holder  of  slaves  at  the  South,  preaching  insurrection 
to  tho  honest,  intelligent,  and  independent  laborers  of  the 
North !  It  would  be  an  exhibition  worthy  to  attract  foore 
than  Um  gase  of  curiosity. 


Sir,  tha  gentleman  miaunderstands  the  character  of  our 
institutions,  the  character  of  our  people,  the  character  of 
our  labor.  If  be  will  come  to  the  North,  I  will  gladly  in- 
troduce him  to  our  farmera  in  their  fields,  to  our  roechanica 
at  their  benches,  to  our  manufacturers  at  their  looms.  He 
will  find  them  a  body  of  men  able  and  ready  to  explain  to 
him  what  is  meant  by  Northern  labor,  and  what  is  the 
character  of  Northern  institutions.  He  will  find  them  full 
of  general  intelligence,  possessed  of  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
their  own  rights,  and  prepared  to  maintain  them.  Let  mo 
tell  the  gentleman  be  will  not  find  them  very  patient 
listeners  to  his  **  preaching  of  insurrection."  He  will  not 
find  them  flocking  to  the  standard  of  a  slaveholder,  as  he 
proclaims  to  them  the  way  to  '*  universal  emancipation 
from  Northern  fraud  and  duplicity." 

Sir,  the  gentlemtm  misunderstands  the  nature  of  our 
banking  institutions  and  other  corporations,  as  much  as  he 
does  the  character  of  our  labor.  They  are  not  engaged 
«in  enslaving  and'  subjecting  the  laboring  class."  They 
are  themselves  the  laboring  class.  The  men  of  busiuess 
of  the  North,  the  men  who  manage  and  control  all  these 
institutions,  are  the  great  middle  class  of  society — the  men 
who^  by  their  own  industry  and  intellect,  have  made  them- 
selves what  they  are.  The  banking  institutions  are  owned 
not  by  the  giieat  eaplulists,  but  l|y  the  active,  thriving, 
and  energetic  men  of  business.  The  proprietorship  of 
these  institutions  is  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  tho 
men  of  moderfite  property,  pf  females^  of  orphans,  of  chari- 
table aocieties*  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the  apologist  or  t^e 
advocate  of  banks.  Much,  very  much  they  may  have  done 
wrong.  •  They  are  in  the  hands  iji  the  people  at  all  times, 
for  regulation  and  reform*  6ir,  I  will  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee, but  I  cannot  avoid  asking  permission  to  reail  a  pss- 
sage  ftom  a  letter  of  a  distinguished  personage  upon  this 
subject,  which  expresses,  better  (ban  I  can  do  it,  what  I 
deem  to  be  the  truth  upon  this  subject.  The  letter  was 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  CommHtee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  the  Congress  before  the  last. 

'•If  there  were  no  State  banks,  the  profitable  busineis 
of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the 
great  capitalicto.  Operations  of  this  sort  require  cepital 
and  credit  to  a  large  extant;  and  a  privata  individual  in 
moderate  ciroumstancee  would  be  unable  to  conduct  them 
with  any  advantage.  It  is  proper  that  the  business  of 
banking  and  exchange  ahould  be  open,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, to  the  most  free  competition,  apd  ita  advantages  shared 
by  all  classes  of  society.  .Individuals  of  moilerate  means 
cannot  participate  in  them,  unless  they  combine  together, 
and,  l^  the  union  of  many  small  sums,  create  a  large 
capital,  and  establish  an  extensive  credit.  It  is  impossible 
to  sGcomplish  this  object  without  the  aid  of  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration^  The  incorporatad  banks  moreover,  under  proper 
management,  will  offer  a  safe  and  convenient  investment 
of  small  sums,  to  persons  whose  situations  snd  pursuits 
disable  them  from  employing  their  money  profitably  in  any 
other  mode. 

«No  commercial  or  manufiM^turing  community  could 
conduct  iu  bosinoss  to  any  ailvantagp,  without  a  liberal 
qrstcm  of  credit,  and  a  facility  of  obtaining  money,  on  loan, 
when  the  exigencies  of  bosine^  may  require  it.  This  can- 
not bs  olitained  without  the  aid  of  a  paper  droulation,  found- 
ed on  creiHt." 

This  is  the  language  of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  here  I 
leave  the  liankp. 

Let  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  proceed  in  bis 
insurrectionary  project  against  the  labor  and  the  institutions 
of  the  North.  He  looks  for  ai<l  from  the  operation  of  this 
sub-Treasury  scheme.  It  might  aid  him,  it  is  true ;  but 
with  whom,  that  is  sound  hearted,  will  that  consideration 
jreoommend  the  scheme  1  Let  the  gentleman  proceed.  He 
•mil  tetorn  from  the  campaign  noniM  t»yr§]i  MinaUuet- 
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ed.  Hia  purpose  is  Tain ;  his  threats  are  impotent  As 
well  might  he  attempt  a  cra^ade  ag«inst  the  grave  yards  of 
the  North,  and  aeek  to  spread  rain  and  destruction  over  the 
memorials  of  our  dead,  as  expect  to  carrj  on  «  warfare, 
with  tnj  hope  of  saccess,  against  the  indastry,  the  enter- 
prise, the  sagacity,  the  honor  of  New  England  and  the 
NoBth. 

When  Mr.  CiLBouir  had  concluded, 

Mr.  POPE  adresflcd  the  Chair.  He  observed  that  he 
rose  with  reluctance,  and  much  hesitstion,  to  give  his  views 
to  the  committee  on  the  principles  involved  in  the  l>iU,  and 
the  several  subjects  connected  with  it,  after  they  had  been 
discussed  with  so  much  ability  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  our  session  had  approached  its  termination.  He  was 
aware  that  the  committee  were  impatient  to  have  the  de- 
bate closed,  and  to  take  the  question.  He  felt,  however, 
that  duty  to  the  ezpnctations  of  his  immediate  constituents 
and  to  himsetf  forbade  him  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a  meas- 
ure of  so  much  magnitude,  both  in  principle  and  conse- 
quences. 

Many  topics  had  been  introduced  into  our  debates  du- 
•  ring  the  present  session,  which  did  not  seem  to  belong  to 
any  of  the  measures  before  us,  and  with  reference  to  the 
parties  in  this  House  and  the  past  political  struggles  of  the 
country,  to  which  he  begged  leave  to  give  a  passing  notice. 
We  ought  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  lay  out  of  view  every  thing 
which  does  not  l^elong  to  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  placed  ; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  gentlemen  of  all  parties  should 
elevate  themselves  for  a  moment  above  the  mere  party  con- 
tests of  the  day,  and  act  exclusively  with  reference  to  the 
good  of  the  country.  The  vessel  of  state,  in  relation  to  our 
monetary  system,  appeared  to  be  stranded,  and  all  certain- 
ly should  unite  to  put  it  fairly  afloat  again  upon  the  gr^t 
current  of  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  part  I  acted  in  the  election  of  the  late 
Chief  Magistrate  is  well  known ;  and  on  that  account  I  have 
ever  been  unwilling  to  assail  him  or  the  measures  of  his  ad- 
ministration.. His  veto  of  the  bank  bill,  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  other  acts  tending  to  an  alarming  increase  of 
'  Executive  powers,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  Government,  were  so  much  at  war  with  his  opinion  of 
the  principles  and  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  that  I  have 
for  several  years  declined  to  participate  in  the  mere  party 
struggles  of  the  country.  While  T  coolfl  not  endorse  the 
measures  alluded  to,  I  have  not  indulged  in  bitter  censure  or 
crimination  of  those  with  whom  I  have  been  politically  asso- 
ciated. In  my  canvass  for  a  seat  here,  f  appealed  to  no  pftrty 
on  party  grounds.  My  opinions  about  the  United  States 
Bank,  currency,  dtc,  were  given  to  the  people  with  open- 
ness and  candor.  Wlthinit  disguise  or  evasion,  or  any 
mental  reservation  whatever,  (Mr.  P.  said,)  he  had  pub- 
licly avowed  to  his  constituents  bis  firm  conviction  that  a 
national  bank  was  a  necessary  and  proper  fiscal  agent  for 
the  Government,  the  best  regulator  of  our  paper  system, 
and  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  the  correctness  of 
that  opinion,  he  had  appealed  to  the  force  of  reason  and 
experilence. 

Mr.  P.  declared  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  denuncia- 
tions of  the  bank  or  a  bank  of  the  United  8tates,  his  firm 
and  unshaken  belief  was,  that  it  is  the  best  possible  rendeily 
of  a  permanent  character  which  can  be  appliml  to  cure  the 
disorders  in  the  local  currencies,  check  excessive  issues  of 
paper  money,  and  insure  to  the  nalion  a  stable  and  uniform 
medium,  and  restore  a  healthy  action  to  our  money  system. 
Public  opinion  in  the  Western  States  was  strong  and  de- 
cisive in  favor  of  this  measure,  and  would  be  more  so,  from 
causes  which  do  not  apply  as  strongly  to  the  Atlantic  States. 
In  Virginia,  Maryland,  New  York,  and  other  btates  on  the 
Atlantic,  the  people  trade  to  the  cities  on  the  seaboard  in 
their  own  States;  and  the  local  currency  will  answer  their 
purpoaM  to  a  cansidarabia  extent    The  trade  of  tha  WeM- 


em  States  la  carried  on  to  distant  places,  much  of  it  through 
other  States,  and  the  local  currendea  will  not  answer,  and 
our  Weetern  traders  are  subjected  to  much  loss  in  changing 
the  paper  received  in  every  State  through  which  they  pass, 
going  and  returning ;  and  all  this  loss  falls  on  the  farmers 
of  the  West;  whereas,  while  the  branch  banks  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  existed  in  the  South  and  West,  the  traders 
were  not  subjected  to  the  losses  and  inconveniencaes  to 
which  they  are  now  exposed. 

As  so  much  has  been  said  about  merchants  and  over- 
trading, &c.,  Mr.  P.  would  remark  that  he  represented  an 
agricultural  diiftrict,  and  that  the  farmers  of  the  West  were, 
if  possible,  more  urgent  than  any  other  class  for  a  national 
bank,  in  order  to  have  a  currency  in  which  they  could  con- 
fide->-one  sound  and  uniform.  They  had  experienced  the 
beneficial  effects  of  a  United  States  bank,  and  were  desirooa 
to  see  that  sound  condition  of  things  rest«»red.  Mr.  Chair* 
man,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  had  occasion  to  act  on  this  qoestion 
of  a  national  bank  twenty -five  yeani  ago,  in  tha  other 
branch  of  Congress;  and  I  then  examine«l  it  with  an  honest 
inquiry  afWr  truth,  and  became  entirely  satisfied  of  the  con- 
stitutionality  and  the  great  utility  of  such  an  institution. 
The  opinion  I  then  formed  I  have  maintained  ever  since, 
through  good  and  evil  report.  Whether  popular  or  unpop- 
ular, (Mr.  P.  said,)  he  had  made  it  a  rule  through  life^ 
when  duty  required  him  to  act  on  a  principle  of  cardinal 
importance  or  vital  interest  to  the  people,  to  eTploie  it 
well,  to  establish  truth  in  his  own  mind,  and  to  adhere  to 
it,  unless  overruled  by  the  deliberate  wiU  of  his  feliow-dti- 
zens.  Fortunately  for  him  at  this  moment,  in  the  opinion 
he  expressed,  he  stood  supported  by  the  voice  of  thoee  who 
sent  hiqi  there,  and  the  State  at  large. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  proceed  to  bestow  a  spedal  con- 
sideration on  this  sub  Treasury  scheme,  contemplated  by 
the  bill  under  consideration,  or  a  national  lank,  which 
seems  to  be  associated  with  it  in  this  debate,  permit  me  to 
notice  other  topics  so  frequently  adverted  to  at  this  ses- 
sion. We  aie  daily  entertained  or  disturbed  about  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  the  tariff,  and  abolition.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas^  I  have  nn  opinion  at  present  to  give ;  indeed, 
I  have  not  conndered  it  soflUciently  to  decide  on  the  power 
or  expediency  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  if  desired  by 
the  people  of  that  country.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  to  what  extent  our  plan  of  government  cnuld 
expand  without  endangering  its  integrity.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion on  which  an  American  statesman  should  not  indulge 
hasty  speculations;  it  was  one  which  demanded  grave  and 
profound  consideration. 

In  the  old  wor  hi  there  seemed  to  be  natural  barriers  be- 
tween nations— the  Alps  and  Pyrenees  separated  commu- 
nitios ;  but  here  we  had  disregarded  those  geographical  di- 
visions, and  cut  down  and  perforated  the  Allegany  which 
divided  the  Atlantic  States  from  the  great  Western  valley. 
By  roads  and  cnnals,  with  the  consequent  facility  and  ra- 
pidity, we  bad  contracted  practically  the  extent  of  our  ter- 
ritory.    I  would,  however,  implore  gentlemen  from  the 
North  ami -East,   and  especially  the  distinguished   gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,   [Mr.  Adams,]  never  to  urge 
as  a  ground  of  opposition  to  Texas  that  slavery  ia  tol- 
erated in  that  country.     It  does  not  appear  to  be  a  le- 
gitimate ground  of  opposition.     Should  the  provinces  of 
Canada  be  ever  separated  from  the  mother  countiy,  and 
their  independence  established  on.  the  plains  ot  Abraham* 
and  that  people  shouki  desire  to  be  made  part  of  this  re- 
public, I  should  not  think  uf  objecting  that  they  have  or 
have  not  sUves.     The  question  ought  to  be  viewed  on. 
more  elevated  ground.     We  should  bear  in  mind  that,  in. 
the  struggle  fur  liberty  and  independence,  Virginia  and 
Massachusetts  shook  hands  as  brothers,  and  staked  their 
lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor,  in  the  common  causo. 
Each  State  was  left  free  to  act  in  relation  to  domeetie  al^.-. 
very. 
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It  alTonls  me  pleasare,  on  this  ocCMtion,  Mr.  Chairman, 
(0  do  justice  to  the  consistency  of  the  respectSble  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaks,]  in  the  opinion  he 
has  expressed  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  annex  Texas 
to  the  United  Sutes.  I  well  recollect  that  he  expressed  the 
lune  opinion  in  the  Senate  during  the  session  of  1807-'8, 
in  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  States  formed  out  of  the 
territory  of  Louisiana ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  avowed  his 
willingness,  and  I  believe  with  entire  sincerity,  while  he 
could  not  conc«*de  the  power  to  admit  them,  to  vote  for  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  their  admission. 
The  snbjoct  of  abolition,  so  often  mentioned  on  this  floor, 
has  never  disturbed  the  people  of  Kentucky,  although  a 
slave  State.  I  know  that  there  have  been  in  my  own 
State  a  large  number  adverse  tosUvcry,  desirous  of  getting 
riJ  of  it  by  emancipation,  or  in  some  other  way.  Some, 
probably,  were  in  favor  of  abolition ;  but  experience  and 
observation  have  convinced  the  warmest  friends  of  eman- 
cipation that  kny  mode  of  terminating  slavery  and  retain- 
ing theoi  among  us  woald  be  mischievous  and  danger- 
ous. The  Ohio  river  divides  Kentucky  from  the  free  Stales 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  and,  while  we  are  aware 
that  there  is  a  religious  feeling  and  some  fanaticism  in  re- 
lation to  slavery,  we  indulge  no  suspicion  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  those  Stateii  are  disposed  to  disturb 
oar  slave  property  ;  and,  as  to  the  enthusiasts  and  fanat- 
ics, we  tolerate  error  and  folly,  while  reason  and  practical 
observation  are  led  free  to  counteract  them.  The  ques- 
tion of  domestic  slavery  is  one  over  which  each  State 
mast  be  left  to  exercise  sovereign  control,  subject  to  the 
power  of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  abroaJ. 

The  tariff  is  often  mentioned,  too,  here,  certainly  foreign 
to  the  subjects  of  our  present  deliberations.  Permit  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  P., J  to  retrospect  the  history 
of  tlus  tariff  policy  for  the  last  thirty  years.  Nearly  thirty 
year^  ago,  he  was  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  gentlemen  from  the  South  snd  West,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  snd  perhaps  a  few  others, 
favored  the  tariff  policy  ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
pressed or  imputed  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  advocated 
the  policy  of  rendering  this  country,  to  a  great  extent,  in- 
dependent of  the  workshops  of  Europe.  I  well  recollect 
that  I  anited  In  this  opinion,  without  having  ever  con- 
ndered  deeply  the  effects  of  this  policy  on  the  different 
sectione  of  the  Union.  The  people  of  the  Eastern  States 
were  at  that  time  more  inclined  to  employ  their  capital 
in  comnaerce  than  manufactures,  and  Mr.  Hillhouse,  a 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  a  man  of  practical  wisdom,  re- 
marked to  me,  with  apparent  candor  and  much  earnestness, 
that  it  was  w^ng  to  force  or  stimulate  manufactures  pre- 
maturely ;  that  they  ought  and  would  grow  up  gradually 
with  the  growth  of  the  nation.  Circumstances,  however, 
turned  a  Isir^re  portion  of  Eastern  capital  into  manufactu- 
ring establishments,  and  the  finstern  people,  ever  astute 
and  sagacious  in  whatever  concerns  their  interest,  asked 
for  protection — more  and  more  protection — until  the  South, 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  effects  of  this  protective  policy 
on  the  planting  States,  changed  their  course,  and  resisted 
this  protective  policy,  which  at  one  time  gave  rise  to  a  roost 
angry  and  excited  coniest.  Fortunately  for  our  peace  and 
harmony,  the  qnestion  was  compromised  by  the  agency  of 
a  Kentucky  member  of  this  House,  and  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  the  same  State ;  they,  at  least,  aided  much  in 
restoring  quiet  to  the  country,  and  I  hope  that  compromise 
will  not  be  disturbed ;  and  that,  until  the  year  1812,  this 
mufter  will  be  at  rest.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  tariff 
policy  was  carried  too  far.  Kentucky  is  a  consuming  State, 
as  macb  so  as  Virginia  and  many  other  Southern  States ; 
anti,  while  she  admiu  the  power  and  policy  of  giving  rea- 
sonable protection  to  American  industry,  she  will  be  among 
tht  Itun  to  support,  knotvihgty,any  policy  tending  to  sae- 
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rifice  the  interest  of  the  South  to  advance  or  aggrandiae  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union.  He  would,  however,  take 
leave  to  remark  that  he  believed  that  at  no  distant  day  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  will  rival  the  Eastern  States  in  man]^ 
branches  of  manufacture.  These  States  abound  in  coal, 
water-power,  and  minerals,  with  a  ternperate  diowte ;  and 
it  has  been  said  of  Kentucky  that  she  contains  the  richest 
mineral  wealth  in  the  United  States.  Regions  there,  hardly 
inhabited  now,  and  considered  of  tittle  value,  wilt  ultimate- 
ly be  filled  with  towns,  villages,  and  an  indusfrioua  an4 
thriving  population. 

In  connexion  with  these  vexed  and  exciting  qneetiona  of 
abolition,  tarifi^  annexation  of  Texas,  we  too  often  hear 
of  disunion,  &c.,  and  I  must  confess,  Mr.  Cbairman,  (said 
Mr.  P.,)  that  I  regret  to  hear  language  of  this  sort  ftom 
(he  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adahis,]  when  speaking  of  Texas.  When  contending  Ibr 
freedom  and  independence  with  Great  Britain,  our  breth« 
ren  of  the  North  did  not  object  to  an  association  with  thd 
South  on  the  ground  of  domostic  slavery.  Kentucky  is  t 
central  State,  and  a  fkrniing  or  planting  State;  a  graat 
consumer  of  foreign  and  American  manufactuMs.  We,  tbA 
people  of  Kentucky,  although,  from  habit,  edtiealkMi,  pe^' 
sonal  and  commercial  intercourse,  partial  to  our  Southern 
brethren,  are  not  blind  to  the  value  and  importanee  of  our 
political  associitton  with  the  Eastern  States.  We  eonsidet 
them  the  right  arm  of  our  national  strength  as  a  maritime 
power.  '  Por  intelligence,  hartly  enferpriae,  and  skill  iA 
commerce  and  navigation,  they  are  not  surpassed,  if  ^qual«> 
led,  by  any  nation  of  ancient  or  modern  times.  By  the 
union  of  free  and  slave  States,  by  their  joint  counsels  and 
arms,  our  liberties  and  independence  were  a<^ieved  ;  and 
let  not  the  trashy  effusions  of  fanatics,  or  the  visionaTy 
speculations  of  enthusiasts,  disturb  our  tranqtriltfty,  or 
weaken  those  ties  by  which  these  States  hare  hten  so  long 
united.  If  we  continue  a  united  people,  this  natfon  will; 
at  no  distant  period,  by  their  justice  and  power,  exerdse 
more  influence  and  control  over  the  alhirs  of  natione 
than  ancient  Rome  when  mistress  of  the  world,  or  Great 
Britain  when  she  asserted  the  empire  of  the  seas.  He 
liegged  pardon  of  the  eomnittee  for  digressing  so  far  from 
the  question  under  consideration,  and  had  only  to  as- 
sure them  that  he  was  led  off  by  a  soltcitwle  to  divert  their 
attention  from  subjects  which  had  been,  aa  he  thought,  re- 
ther  strangely  brought  into  discussion,  and  to  bring  the 
minds  of  all  to  a  deep  and  solemn  consideration  of  the  ex- 
isUrtg  crisis :  for  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides  not  only  feft  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  but  the  establishment  of  a  num- 
ber of  sub-treasuries,  to  be  located  ill  different  places  ki 
the  United  States  where  the  revenue  and  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  are  collected,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  TrMs- 
ury  is  authorized  to  appoint  agents  to  inspect  the  booke 
and  accounts  of  these  sub-treasuries,  ami  report  to  him. 
Those  charged  with  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
money  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  peeple,  with  the 
agent  to  inspect,  dec,  are  tor  be  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
removable  at  his  pleasure,  and  in  all  respects  subject  to  hia  , 
control.  Ir  is  in  substance  a  bill  to  unite  the  purse  and 
sword  of  this  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  President^ 
in  derogation  of  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  free  con- 
stitution, and  the  title  of  it  should  be,  a  bill  to  conaummate 
the  overthrow  of  that  equilibrium  and  division  of  power 
which  the  wise  founders  of  this  republic  intended  toeatab- 
li«h  to  secure  American  liberty. 

The  maxim  that  a  division  of  power  among  differeilt 
departments  or  bodies  of  magistracy  was  necessary  to  se- 
cure liberty,  seems  to  have  been  better  understood  and 
practically  applied  by  the  statesmen  of  modem  times  than 
in  remote  ages.  This  maxim  has  been  incorporated  into 
all  the  American  constitutions,  and  pervades  every  raimH- 
cation  of  this  confederated  tepoblie.     Such  a  ditlsiott  ^f 
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power  M  will  preyent  undue  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  one  department  or  body  of  magistracy,  was  deem- 
ed by  our  ancestors  essential  to  the  security  of  the  public 
liberty.  This  great  principle  forms  a  vital  feature  in  the 
political  law  of  modern  Europe,  where  it  is  held  that  every 
power  ought  to  be  restrained  within  such  limits  as  will  in- 
sure the  independence  of  neighboring  Slates ;  and  hence 
the  numerous  wars  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power. 

Our  constitutions  divide  the  powers  of  Government  into 
several  departments  or  bodies  of  magistracy,  and  these 
powers  are  again  divided  between  State  and  federal  bodies 
of  magistracy.  To  the  legislative  department  it  belongs  to 
impose  taxes  upon  the  people ;  and  I  put  the  question  to  the 
grave  and  candid  consideration  of  this  committee,  whether 
it  properly  belongs  to  the  Legislsture  or  the  Executiye  au 
thority  to  create  or  select  the  agent  to  keep  and  guard  the 
money  of  the  people,  until  drawn  out  in  conformity  to  ap- 
propriations made  by  law  1  Is  the  Executive  or  Legisla- 
tnre  the  keeper  and  guardian  of  the  public  treasure  1  In 
practice  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  chief 
agent  in  taking  care  of  the  public  money,  and  the  last  bank 
was  made  the  sgent  by  legislative  authority ;  and  that  both 
were  safe  and  responsible  agents  is  ascertained  by  the  fact 
Ihat  no  loss  was  ever  sustained  while  they  had  the  care  of 
it;  whereas  we  know  that  numerous  defalcations,  and 
frauds,  and  peculations,  have  been  committed  by  collectors, 
receivers,  and  others  charged  with  tbe  care  of  the  public 
revenue.  Large  sums  confided  to  individuals  furnish  temp- 
lations  too  strong  for  poor,  weak  human  nature.  Treasurers 
in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  of  the  fairest  character  for  purity 
and  honor,  afi^ird  strong  proofs  of  the  danger  of  confiding 
large  some  of  money  to  the  care  of  individuals ;  and  both 
States  have  directed  the  public  money  to  be  placed  in  sound 
and  responsible  banks.  When  it  is  deposited  in  a  bank,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Government,  the  whole  corporation  is  re- 
sponsible. Tbe  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  bound  for  the 
money  placed  in  its  vaults. 

I  will  not  detain  tbe  committee  by  any  calculation  of  the 
additional  exfiense,  or  Executive  patronage  ef  this  new 
scheme  of  sub- treasuries,  because  it  is  liable  to  other  ob- 
jections of  much  more  magnitude.  To  what  responsibility, 
Mr.  Chairman,  do  you  look  for  the  security  of  the  public 
revenue  1  Do  you  rely  on  the  bonds  and  securities  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  ?  Remember  that  there  will  be  col- 
.lected  in  tbe  city  of  New  York  alone  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
millions ;  and  tbat  in  the  cities  of  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  from  three  to 
^ve  millions  on  an  average  will  be  received  by  the  collectors 
at  each  port;  and  a  large  amount  of  this  money  must  re- 
main for  a  considerable  time  in  their  hands  befoio  it  can  be 
.paid  out.  In  the  whole  of  these  sub-tressuries  there  will 
generally  be  on  hand  from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  what  individual  and  securities  can  be  good  and 
responsible  for  millions  1  Sir,  you  have  no  security  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  hut  in  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  officers  charged  with  the  care  of  them. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  other  fears  and  objections  in  re- 
lation to  this  measure.  The  officers  to  have  charge  of 
jour  money  will  be  the  creatures  of  the  Executive,  holding 
their  offices  at  his  pleasure,  and  responsible  directly  to 
him.  We  all  know  that  money  has  become  a  powerful 
agent  in  oar  political  contents,  and  especially  in  the 
large  cities.  Let  me  suppose  a  violenl  party  contest  for 
the  Presidential  office,  and  the  man  under  whom  these 
treasarer*  hold  their  office  a  candidate ;  ran  you  believe 
that  they  will  resist  the  appesls  of  the  friends  of  power,  to 
use  the  pol»lic  money  to  insure  the  election  of  their  favor- 
ite candidate  1  I  cannot  think  of  a  scheme  more  likely 
.  to  be  fatal  to  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  and  the  pub  • 
lie  liberty,  than  the  one  on  your  table.  I  deem  it  a 
meet  aamd  duty  of  tlie  representatives  of  the  people 


to  place  the  money  drawn  by  their  authority  from  their 
constituents  in  safe  hands,  and  not  where  it  will  be  in 
danger  of  being  wasted  and  plundered.  The  guardianship 
and  care  of  the  public  treasure  belongs  to  Congress,  and 
not  to  the  Executive.  Acting  upon  this  principle,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  in  convention,  provided  that  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  State,  who  wss  to  be  charged  with  the  care  of 
the  public  money,  should  be  elected  by  the  Legislature, 
while  the  appointment  of  all  other  ofiicers  was  confided  to 
the  Governor  and  Senate. 

This  measure  seems  designed  to  substitute  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency  for  the  specie  and  paper  currency,  that 
is,  paiier  convertible  into  specie,  to  which  the  people  have 
been  accustomed  for  half  a  century.  During  forty  years 
out  of  forty-eight  of  our  political  existence  under  the  pre- 
sent constitution,  we  have  had  a  currency  consisting  chiefly 
of  silver  money  and  bank  money,  that  is,  bank  notes  con- 
vertible into  specie ;  for  such  paper  has  been  considered  and 
called  money  from  the  commencement  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem in  Europe.  That  notes  at  all  times  convertible  into  spe- 
cie, such  as  were  issued  by  the  Banks  of  the  United  Statesp 
have  been  deemed  by  the  people  money,  and  paid  and  re- 
ceived as  such  by  all  classes  in  this  nation,  is  a  fact  of  uni- 
versal notoriety.  And  why  we  should,  after  this  long 
practice  and  experience,  revolutionize  our  whole  monetary 
system,  and  run  counter  to  the  6xed  habits  and  prejudices 
of  the  people,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  Are  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  injure  the  best  interests  of  tbe  people, 
and  endanger  our  domestic  tranquillity  merely  to  preserve 
their  consistency  in  error  1  Would  it  not  be  more  wise, 
manly,  and  patriotic,  regardless  of  all  party  considerationa 
and  past  opinions,  to  sacrifice  party  opinions  and  a  selfish 
policy  on  the  altar  of  their  country's  goodt  Let  us, 
now  look  at  our  condition.  According  to  the  last  esti- 
mates with  which  we  have  been  furnished,  there  is  now  in 
the  United  States  from  sixty  to  eighty  millions  of  gold  and 
silver,  twice  as  much  as  we  ever  had  before,  with  double 
the  number  of  banks  we  had  five  years  ago,  and  our  whole 
land  abounding  with  the  finest  crops  ever  before  witnessed; 
and  yet,  strange  to  tell,  owing  to  the  instability  in  tbe  pub- 
lic councils,  and  a  disordered  currency,  confidence  and 
credit  are  destroyed,  and  distrust  and  painful  anxiety  per- . 
vade  this  great  community.  The  commercial  action  of  the 
nation  is,  to  a  great  extent,  sui^pended ;  a  large  number  of 
our  vessels  and  steamboats  are  laid  up  and  idle;  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  laboring  classes  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

The  wisest  statesmen  and  purest  pstriots  of  this  nation 
have  abandoned  long- established  opinions  and  prrjudicee 
in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  experience  and  tbe  exigenciea 
of  their  country ;  and  why  cannot  we  do  likewise  to  re- 
deem this  people  from  the  embarrassments,  dangers,  and 
diflTiculties  which  surround  themi  In  this  age  and  Gov- 
ernment of  experiment,  we  ought  not  to  be  surprispd 
at  change  of  opinion  in  the  wisest  men.  The  most 
enlightened  statesmen  ever  selected  to  preside  over  the 
affairs  of  nations  have  been  often  mistaken :  they  have  only 
seen  through  a  glass  darkly  the  consequences  of  their  mea- 
sures. God  has  given  to  the  mentsi  vision  of  mortals  but 
an  imperfect  and  limited  view  of  the  future.  I  must  here 
^  be  permitted  to  repeat  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giles,  of  Vir- 
ginia, a  most  distinguished  parliamenUry  debater  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  when  charged  with  inconsistency.  In 
his  defence,  he  observed  tbat  he  should  have  lived  to  little 
purpose,  if  he  had  not  leamt  by  experience  to  correct  hie 
errors ;  but,  said  he,  I  have  another  very  sufficient  answer 
to  give  to  the  charge — I  am  consistent  in  this,  said  Mr. 
Giles,  that  I  consider  i^  my  duty,  at  all  times,  to  my  coun- 
try to  do  what  is  best  for  that  country  under  tbe  circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  placed.  In  a  review  of  our  political 
history  for  the  last  forty  ^ears,  it  will  be  f^und  that  thero 
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have  been  frequent  and  great  chan^ee  of  opinion  on  the 
most  important  sobjectf.  At  one  time  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  the  South  and  West  were  opposed  to  a  navy; 
bot  ezperieoce  has  corrected  their  error.  Many  of  the  must 
disttngoiahed  men  have  changed  their  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a  national  bank— Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe 
among  others.  Thirty  years  ago  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
Slates  were  rather  opposed  to  the  manufacturing  policy, 
the  South  and  West  for  it;  and  now  the  East  for  it,  and 
the  South  and  Weet,  or  a  great  portion W  them,  against  it. 
IfOt  experience,  the  best  of  all  teachers,  leam  us  to  act 
wisely,  in  relation  to  the  existing  crisis  in  our  public 
sf&irB.  Let  us  reason  together  with  frankness,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  with  bosoms  animated  with  no 
other  fteling  than  the  public  good,  apply  such  remedies  to 
the  (fiaorders  in  the  currency  which  experience  has  proved 
to  fae  efficacious,  and  restore  once  more  a  healthy  action 
(0  the  body  politic  Let  us  have  no  more  new,  untried 
nostmnM.  The  brokers  and  shavers  are  now  reaping  a 
rich  harrest  from  this  ruinous  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  the  Joes  must  ultimately  fall  on  the  laboring  and  in- 
dostrions  classes  of  the  community.  The  vacillating  and 
useable  policy  of  the  Government  has  shaken  the  con- 
fidence of  moneyed  men,  who  are  now  hoarding  their  trea- 
sures because  they  are  unable  to  calculate  the  results  and 
cuneeqneDces  of  the  present  sUte  of  things,  afraid  to  lend 
w  invest  their  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  farmers  of  the  West,  when  they 
sen  their  stock  or  other  producu  of  their  industry,  want 
that  sound,  good  currency  to  which  they  have  been  ac- 
Gostomed;  and  when   they  sent  agents  here   to  correct 
existing  evils,  they  did  not  expect  them  to  provide  good 
money  for  themselves  only,   but  for  their  masters — the 
great  body  of  the  people.      This  bill   provides  that  no 
money  shall  be  received  for  land,  or  at  the  custom-houses, 
but  gold  and  silver.     Twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  gold  and 
silver  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  interior  every  year  into  the 
land  offices,  and  to  the  large  cities  on  the  seaboard,  where 
it  is  to  remain  until  paid  out  to  the  public  officers — to  the 
navy,  army,  and  for  the  public  works ;  and  I  fear  it  will  be 
alow  in  its  march  back  to  the  interior  States,  where  there 
will  be  little  or  no  public  expenditures.     How  the  State 
banks  ean  resume  specie  payments,  or  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments ander  this  operation,  I  must  leave  to  better  judges 
to  decide.     From  five  to  ten  millions  must  be  generally 
kicked  ap  in  the  Government  vaults,  and  withdrawn  from 
ctrealation.     To  reconcile  us  to  this  experiment^  we  are 
toU  that  we  are  to  have  a  hard-money  constitutional  cur- 
rency.    I  will  not,  by  exploding  paper  money  convertible 
into  specie,  and  establishing  an  exclusive  metallic  medium, 
carry  this  nation  back  to  a  rude  and  half  civilized  age,  be- 
fore commerce,  enterprise,  and  navigation  had  enlightened 
and  civilized  the  nations;  but  will  content  myself  with  the 
lacts  and  examples  furnished  by  the  most  enlightened  and 
powerfol  people  of  nuidern  tlmesi  as  the  basis  of  my  opin- 
ion and  reasoning  on  this  question.     On  a  territory  of  no 
greater  extent  than  Delavirare  or  Rhode  IiDland,  or  the  city 
of  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  a  hord-money  medium  would 
be  practicable,  and  a  paper  medium  could  be  dispensed 
with.     It  can  only  suit  a  small  territory,  where  the  popu- 
laiion  is  dense,  where  it  can  he  removed  from  place  to 
place  without  much  expense  or  hazard ;  but  in  this  exten- 
sive coaotry  it  must  be  evident,  on  a  moment's  reflection, 
that  convenience  and  necessity' require  a  paper  representa- 
tive of  specie.     Every  traveller  through  this  vast  territory, 
with  a  moderate  amount  of  the  precious  metals,  would  be 
exposed  io  hazard ;  the  weight  of  bis  trunk  or  saddlebags 
would  give  notice,  at  every  inn  at  which  he  stopped,  of  the 
arooont  of  his  treasure;  and  when  large  sums  are  to  be 
tTBAsported  to  distant  places,  the  peril  and  expense  would 
be  increased. 

I  will  not,  Mr.   Chairman,  by  my  vote,. authorize  the 


President  of  this  free  people  to  imitate  the  example  of  kinga 
and  emperors  a  few  centuries  past,  who  hoarded  up  at  the 
capital  all  the  gold  and  silver  they  could  extort  or  filch 
from  their  subjects,  to  carry  on  wars  of  ambition  and  con- 
quest Neither  my  pursuits  nor  reflections  have  led  me 
to  explore,  with  the  eye  of  a  profound  financier,  the  mone- 
tary systems  of  the  commercial  world  in  all  their  ramifica- 
tions and  efi*ects;  but  I  believe  I  may  veriture  to  say  that 
neither  this  nor  any  other  people  can  long  have  more  than 
their  fair  proportion  of  the  gold  and  silver  of  the  coromer-, 
cial  nations.  If  we  should  be  able  to  obtain  an  excess,  so 
as  to  produce  a  pressure  in  other  countries,  that  excess 
would  soon  leave  us  and  return  to  places  where  it  would 
be  wanted ;  nor  can  bolts,  or  bars,  or  vaults,  embargoes, 
prohibitions,  pains  or  penalties,  arrest  the  current  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  trade,  which  no  power,  the  most  de- 
spotic, had  ever  been  able  to  control.  The  currency  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  consisted  of  gold  chiefly,  and 
pa|>er,  with  this  difierence,  tliat  in  Great  Britain  the  pro- 
portion of  paper,  in  the  form  of  bank  notes,  to  gold,  was 
greater  than  in  France.  With  these  countries  we  have  • 
more  commerce  than  with  any  others.  Our  currency  has 
generally  consisted  of  silver  chiefly,  and  paper  in  the  form 
of  bank  notes,  with  a  greater  proportion  of  paper  than  in 
either  Great  Britain  or  France ;  and  the  specie  must  flow 
from  those  countries  to  this,  and  from  this  back,  according 
to  the  laws  of  trade,  regardless  of  any  laws  or  regubitions 
of  either. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  exploring  the  causes  of  our  pres- 
ent diflSculties,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  but  content  myself  with  the  recital  of  a 
few  extracU  in  relation  to  this  subject.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  extensive  and  extravagant  speculations  in  the  pub- 
lic lands,  diverting  twenty  or  thirty  or  forty  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade  and  business, 
may  have  had  some  influence.  The  unusual  importation 
of  gold  from  England  and  France  may  have  produced  a 
pressure  for  specie  there,  which,  reacting  on  this  country, 
produced  a  rapid  return  of  it,  and  forced  the  banks,  for 
self-preservation,  to  suspend  specie  payments.  In  this 
conflict  and  pressure  in  both  countries,  cotton  fell,  mer- 
chanU  failed,  and  a  shock  was  given  to  confidence,  credit, 
and  business ;  and  owing  to  the  full  of  cotton,  with  other 
causes,  a  large  balance  was  created  against  us  in  favor  of 
Europe.  In  this  sUte  of  things,  the  Government,  instead 
of  denouncing  the  State  banks,  and  threatening  to  crush 
them  by  destroying  their  credit  and  issuing  commissions 
of  bankruptcy,'should,  on  account  of  the  people,  if  not  the 
banks,  have  exerted  all  their  power  and  influence  to  sus- 
tain iheir  credit  and  confidence  in  them  and  their  paper, 
the  only  currency  among  the  people. 

The  eflbrt  made  to  carry  into  effect,  at  this  moment,  the 
hard-money  policy,  and  cast  ofi*  the  State  banks,  is  calcu- 
lated to  have  the  most  disastrous  consequences  on  the  com- 
munity, by  encouraging  creditors  to  refuse  to  take  the  lo- 
cal currencies  for  their  debts ;  to  reduce  the  value  of  prop- 
erty, and  unjustly  change  the  relation  of  creditors  and 
debtors.  The  Legislatures  of  the  States  may  be  driven  to 
stop  execution,  unless  the  creditors  will  take  paper,  as  haa 
Ixjcn  done  by  Virginia  at  her  last  session.  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  do  not  realize  the  dangerous  consequences  to  result 
from  the  disordered  condition  of  the  monetary  system.  De- 
rangement of  the  currency,  loss  of  confidence  and  credit, 
is  the  hirtge  upon  which  many  revolutions  have  turned  in 
civilized  countries.  It  is  well  known  that  the  derangement 
of  the  finances,  and  destruction  of  public  and  private  credit, 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  that  revolution  in  France 
which  deluged  that  country  with  blood.  At  an  early  day 
an  insurrection  occurred  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
and  in  my  own  State,  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  after  we  had  created  numerous  banks,  the  creditors 
and  debtors  had  a  most  angry  conflict ;  and,  after  relief 
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laws,  ju(]ge-bfeakinj^,  and  a  temporary  war  upon  our  jaiH* 
ciary,  the  people  of  that  9tate  were  brought  to  the  verge  of 
civil  war.  On  no  condition  of  the  State  ought  we  to  look 
with  more  deep  concern  than  adtaorderedstateof  the  oion- 
etary  system.  There  are  duties  of  more  paramount  obli- 
gation on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  than  to  exer- 
cise all  the  posrers  granted  them  liy  the  constitution,  to 
restore  a  sound  and  healthy  action  to  that  currency  which 
regulates  the  transactions  of  the  people.  To  preserve 
union,  establish  justice,  and  insure  domestic  tranquillity, 
are  among  the  leading  ol  jects  of  the  federal  compact 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  unmeaning  and  complex  no- 
tion is  to  be  presented  to  the  nation  to  reconcile  them 
to  this  new  and  dangerous  project.  They  are  to  be 
amused  with  the  cant  phrase,  that  Government  ought 
to  be  divorced  from  the  banks ;  and  the  people,  who  have 
based  all  their  transactions  on  the  local  banks  and  the  cur- 
rency furnished  by  them,  are  to  be  abandoned  to  shift  for 
themselves,  under  the  denunciation  and  slanders  of  the 
Government — that  same  Government  that  brought  many 
of  these  banks  into  existence,  and  assured  the  people  they 
were  to  be  confided  in,  and  that  they  would  furnish  a  bet- 
ter currency,  and  do  the  business  of  exchange  on  better 
terms,  or  as  good,  and  more  extensively,  than  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ever  had.  And  this  language  was  held 
by  the  atlministration  up  to  the  4lh  of  March  last,  when 
the  late  President,  in  his  farewell  address,  only  about  eight 
weeks  before  the  banks  all  suspended  specie  payments, 
from  causes  to  which  I  have  briefly  adverted,  announced  to 
the  nation  that  all  was  well  in  regard  to  our  banks  and 
currency.  If  those  placed  by  the  people  of  this  countiy 
at  the  head  of  public  affairs,  for  their  supposed  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  could  not  foresee  the  fatal  catastrophe  which 
was  to  occur  in  so  short  a  time,  how  can  they  criminate 
with  such  wanton  and  unfeeling  cruelty  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  which  had  followed  their  counsels  1  For,  sir,  I  have 
now  before  me  the  letter  of  Secretary  Taney  to  the  depos- 
ite  banki^  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  in  which  he 
exhorts  the  State  banks  to  expand  their  issues,  and  to  be 
lil)eral  in  their  accommodations  to  the  community.  No 
sooner,  however,  had  the  shock  been  felt  by  the  banks, 
and  their  doors  closed,  than  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion became  alarmed  lest  censure  and  reproach  should  fall 
on  the  administration,  and  *<  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war"  on 
the  banks,  in  order  to  make  them  the  scape  goats  to  bear 
off  the  sins  and  blunders  of  the  administration. 

Sir,  how  many  of  the  depositc  banks  are  insolvent,  and 
how  much  is  the  Government  likely  to  lose  by  them  ?  I 
should  like  to  have  a  candid  answer  to  this  question.  I 
am  sore  that  I  have  not  been  informed.  If  any  are  likely 
to  prove  insolvent,  they  ought  to  be  designated.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  the  public 
money  placed  in  them  will  be  ultimately  safe.  Their  whole 
crime,  then,  consists  in  having  expanded  their  issues  in 
conformity  to  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
.and  the  approbation  of  the  Government,  and,  under  an  un- 
expected revulsion  in  trade,  and  a  pressure  for  specie,  which 
the  wisest  men  among  us  did  not  ifbresee,  suspended  specie 
payments.  In  this  hour  of  diflTiculty  and  alarm,  Mr.  Pope 
said  he  would  ask  of  every  candid  roan  whether  the  Gov- 
erpment,  after  having  nationalized  these  banks  and  their 
paper,  were  not  bound  in  gratitude  to  their  bank  friends 
and  the  people  to  put  forth  all  their  strength  and  constitu- 
.tional  power  to  aid  and  su^^tain  their  credH  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  their  paper  1 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  much  sympathy  for  thoi^e  banks 
which  accepted  thr»  deposites  at  the  time  of  their  removal 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  because  they  had  been  hired 
and  seduced  to  embark  their  influence  in  a  crusade  against 
the  national  bank,  which  they  will  find,  and  ought  to  have 
known  long  since,  is  the  best  regulator  of  our  paper  sys- 
tem, and  the  great  conservator  o(  the  sound  State  bonks  of 


the  nation.  From  th«  commeneemant  of  the  GoveninieftC, 
the  national  bank  and  Slate  banks  had  lived  in  harmony 
and  worked  together  lor  the  good  and  prosperity  of  this 
rising  nation.  By  their  jiunt  efforts  spurious  and  fictitioiis 
banks  bad  been  kepi  under,  and,  during  the  exittence  of  a 
national  and  good  State  banka,  the  people  had  been  secun 
against  a  vicious  national  or  local  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  was  as  jealona  of  men  in  power  as  a 
political  man  ought  to  be  in  this  firee  Govemoient,  I  should 
Incline  to  Itelieveihat  the  plan  has  been  long  and  deeply 
laid  to  destroy  the  presejnt  banking  system  of  the  nation, 
national  and  local,  for  the  purpoae  of  rearing  op  on  its 
ruins  a  great  Government  liank,  to  be  wielded  by  those  in 
power;  yes,  sir,  to  oonoentiaie  in  the  bands  of  the  Exec- 
utive not  only  the  sword,  but  the  great  money  power  of 
this  nation.  The  first  bank  to  be  destroyed  was  that  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  that  accomplished,  the  next  to  be 
sacrificeil  were  State  banks;  and  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed, fron^what  occurred  in  1814  and  1815,  that  thegr 
would  fiaill  an  easy  prey  from  similar  causes;  and  then  « 
Government  bank  would  seem  to  be  a  necessary  result  of 
the  destruction  of  all  others;  for,  sir,  it  has  never  been 
imagined  by  the  enlightened  men  of  this  country  that  the 
fiscal  and  commercial  businese  ef  the  United  States  could 
be  carried  on  over  our  extended  terriioiy,  *y  an  exduaive 
metallic  medium.  Until  lately,  I  was  uUeriy  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture  the  motive  which  induced  the  friends  ef  the 
administration  to  oppose,  with  such  zeal  and  violence  of 
denunciation,  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  by  the  i^tate  of  Pennsylvania;  and  what  ia  moat 
extraordinary  is,  that  a  distinguished  citisen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, now  on  a  foreign  mission,  should  have  so  lately  ad- 
vocated, in  the  public  printa,  the  revolutionary  cjorse  of 
annulling,  in  a  convention,  the  solemn  charters  granted 
by  that  State.  The  bank  had  ceased  to  exist  as  a  nation- 
al institution ;  and  why  there  should  have  hcen  such  hos- 
tility to  its  incorporation  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  I 
could  not  divine,  until  this  sub-Tr^asuiy  scheme  was  an- 
nounced in  the  late  message  of  the  President.  It  is  pas- 
sible that  it  was  apprehended  that  a  SUte  bank  of  secfa 
magnitude,  under  State  authority,  miglni  present  some  ob- 
stacle to  the  great  destroyer  of  banks,  and  embarrass  the 
scheme  under  consideration,  designed,  if  i  am  not  greatly 
deceived,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great  Trcasory  bank. 

In  looking  at  the  past  and  present  course  of  things,  I  ajn 
led  back  to  the  discussions,  In  the  Virginia  convention,  of 
tht^  constitution,  between  Patrick  Henry,  the  firat  orater 
of  ancient  or  modem  times,  and  one  who  looked  throQf»ti 
the  deeds  of  men,  and  the  late  Mr.  Madison,  among  the 
most  virtuous  and  enlightened  statesmen  in  America.    Mr. 
Madison  could  not  believe  that  any  President  would  remove 
a  good  officer  without  reasonable  cavse,  and  soppoeed  that 
the  powers  of  Government  were  so  arranged  and  divided 
that  there  could  be  no  undue  or  dangerous  accumulation  in 
any  department.     Mr.   Henry,  wiih  prophetic  vision,    et 
the  same  time  that  he  bestowed  a  merited  culogium  on  the 
virtues  and  inteltigenoe  of  Mr.  Madison,  said,  in  emphatic 
terms,  that,   unfortunately  for  himself,  and  unfortunately 
for  his  country,  he  had  been  brod  up  in  the  dark  clospts  of 
study,  and  knew  nothing  of  mankind.    Sir,  said  Mr.  H«n- 
ry,  whatever  others  may  think,  however  they  may  admire 
this  constitution,  to  me  it  has  an  awful  squinting  towards 
monarchy.     Mr.  Henry  bad  studied  humkn  nature   tho- 
roughly, and  explored,  with  the  eye  of  a  wary  stateman,  all 
the  secret  springs  of  human  actions,  and  foresaw,  or  thought 
he  foresaw,  a  strong  tendency  in  this  Government,  to  oon> 
centrate  too  nmc^  strength  in  the  Executive  head,  and  pre- 
dicted that  at  no  distant  day  he  would  be  more  absolat«  io 
fact,  if  not  in  form,  than  any  monarch  on  the  British  throne 
since  the  Revolution  of  1688.     Mr.  Chairman,  from  ^vrhat 
I  have  ohservefl  within  a  few  years  past,  I  fear  Mr.  Henry's 
predictions  will  be  fulfilled,  unless  every  man  who  tHinke 
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tbit  free  syHaai  is  worth  preaerving  will  vUnd  forth  and 
oootrilmte  hit  mite  to  check  this  teudeucj  to  prostrate  all 
other  departmeota  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive. 

I  kuow  that  many  geotiemeo  calcuiute  that  this  caot 
phrase  of  divorce  of  Uuvemiueoifrom  banks  is  lo  carry  them 
txiumphaoily  through  the  pending  struggle;  but  if  they 
mount  this  petty,  poor  hooby,  they  will  soon  find  them* 
■sJvcs  cast  into  insignificanoe.  They  rely  too  much  on  the 
credulity  of  the  people,  and  underrate  their  intelligence. 
In  prosperous  time^  whvn  they  feel  no  distress  or  sufior- 
ing  from  the  measures  of  the  administrstion,  they  cannot 
be  easily  roused  to  resist  error ;  but  in  times  like  the  present, 
gemleiDen  may  be  assured  that  the  whole  intellect  and  en- 
ergy of  the  people  will  be  brought  into  action  to  vindicate 
their  rights  and  interests. 

The  respect  I  have  for  many  gentlemen  who  talk  about 
a  divocce  of  the  Government  from  all  banka,  induces  me  to 
sxaiiune  more  gravely  than  might  leem  to  be  necessary  or 
proper,  the  nature  and  character  of  thii  divorce.  The  par- 
tics  lo  be  divorced  are  the  Government  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  bankj,  and,  I  would  add,  the  people,  on  the  other  part. 
Now,  sir,  what  is  the  Government,  the  party  of  the  first 
part  1  It  ia^  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  understand  the  matter, 
the  Stales  and  people  acting  here  in  all  the  Departments  by 
agents;  this  is  a  Government  of  the  people  and  l^tates, 
who  are  at  present  acting  by  selected  i^^ents,  in  one  branch, 
the  States  acting  by  agonu  selected  by  them  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity.  Now,  idr,  what  are  the  banks  of  the 
States  bot  money  corporations,  created  by  the  States,  fur- 
nishing bank  money  or  currency  for  the  people  of  the 
Sutea,  and  solemnly  made  by  this  Government  money 
agenu  of  the  United  States,  and  furnishing,  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  thia  Government,  bank  money  for  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  1  The  stock  of  some  banks 
is  owned  exclusively  by  the  States ;  m  some  the  stock  is 
owned  in  part  by  the  Sutes  and  in  part  by  the  people ; 
in  othere,  the  whole  is  owned  entirely  by  citisens.  'I'his 
divorce,  then,  if  1  can  comprehend  the  true  character  of  it, 
i»  a  separation  of  the  States^  banks,  and  people,  from  the 
Sutteai,  banks  and  people.  There  is  something  so  obscure 
and  preposterous  in  the  proposition  advanced,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  nation  ought  to  sever  itself  from  the  States 
and  people,  and  leave  the  people  to  struggle  with  a  ruinous 
currency,  without  an  effort  to  correct  the  evil,  that  I  am  at  a 
low  for  argument  to  combat  such  an  incomprehensible,  idle 
phantom.  Am  I  to  understand  gentlemen  that  the  existing 
cunencieaiB  the  nation,  practically  the  money  of  the  people, 
lung  the  standard  and  measure  of  value  among  them,  the  basis 
of  «U  their  contracts  and  transactions,  is  to  be  left  in  chaotic 
diaorder  and  confusion,  without  an  effort  on  our  part  to  ap- 
ply a  correct  ve,  and  that  we,  the  figents  of  the  people,  are 
loerciy  to  provide  good  money  for  ourselves  and  public  offi- 
oer*--that  we,  a  select  few  only,  are  to  be  taken  care  of  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  reflect  like  faithful  representa- 
tives and  guardians  of  the  public  prosperity  and  happi- 
nessy  and  act  effectively  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
duty  and  patriotism*  I^et  us  exert  all  the  powers  granted 
by  the  constitution  to  redeem  our  country  from  the  evils 
end  dangers  which  surround  it.  It  is  proper  to  ex- 
aoisue  the  powers  of  this  Government  in  relation  to 
coiaoMroe,  and  money,  or  currency.  By  the  consiUu- 
tion,  power  is  expresiily  granted  t9  .Cougress  to  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  to  fix  a 
imiform  standard  of  weights  and  measures.  To  Congress 
puwer  is  expressly  granted  to  regulate  commercei  with  for- 
eicn  nation^  and  between  the  several  StateS|  and  with  the 
liulian  tribes.  That  money  and  currency  is  intimately  as- 
sociated with  commerce,  and  has  been  so  in  all  times  and 
io  all  well-regulated  commercial  nations,  I  need  not 
■JJaee  facts  A  arguments  to  prove.  Money  and  cur- 
rency have  ever  been  considered  the  life  and  soul  of 
;  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Hume,  it  if  the  oil 


which  renders  the  wheels  ef  trade  smooth  and  easy,  8b4 
he  conaidera  the  thorough  concoction  and  circulation  of 
money  through  a  State  of  much  importance. 

'J'he  people  of  the  United  States^  in  convention  assem- 
bled, were  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  granting 
lo  Congress  full  power  over  the  subjects  of  commerce,  ex- 
ternal and  internal,  and  currency  ;  and,  to  make  their  in- 
tention more  manifest,  they  denied  to  the  Stales  the  power 
of  coining  money  or  emitting  bills  of  credit.  The  evil 
which  had  been  experienced  from  the  power  of  the  States 
to  coin  money  or  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  the  danger  and 
inconvenience  of  permitting  the  States  to  regulate  com- 
merce Willi  foreign  nations,  or  with  each  other,  induced 
the  convention  to  veal  Congress  with  plenary  and  exdur 
sive  sovereignty  over  these  subjecU ;  and  I  put  it  lo  gentle- 
men io  answer  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  this 
Government  in  relation  to  currency  and  cuimmerea  are 
net  as  ample  and  imperative  unc!er  the  limitationa  of  the 
constitution,  as  can  be  imposed  on  any  other  Governmenl. 
The  States  and  people  of  the  butes  have  not  reserved 
any  control  or  sovereignty  over  'these  subjects,  but  have 
surreadered  them  to  Congress. 

TU  people  of  these  States,  by  their  relation  to  thk 
Government,  are  bound,  by  their  money  and  their  arms, 
to  stand  by  and  aupport  it  in  good  and  evil  times^  and 
have  a  right  to  demand  the  exercise  of  all  the  power  and 
means  within  the  sphere  of  their  authority,  to  give  them  a 
good  cumency,  a  fair  measure  of  value  to  insure  a  just  re- 
lation between  creditor  and  debtor,  and  preserve  a  healthy 
action  in  the  external  and  iniarnai  comnieroe  of  the  coun- 
try. Nor  can  the  Government  rel'use -ora^eglact to  per- 
form these  duties  to  the  extent  of  their  power  and  means, 
without  a  criminal  violation  of  their  higheat  duties  and  ob- 
ligations. If  th'jse  placed  in  authority  are  too  elevated  to 
feel  for  the  diatreaaes  of  the  people,  or  not  wiae  enough  to 
perceive  the  remedies  necesaary  and  proper  to  cure  exist- 
ing disorders ;  are  so  tight  laced  with  conmdtment  and  con- 
sisiencies  as  to  be  unable  to  act  the  part  demanded  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  voice  of  a  disturbed  na- 
tion, let  them  retiie  from  the  post  asaigned  them,  and  give 
place  to  wiser  and  better  men,  who  have  not  aought  the 
post  of  honor  at  the  expense  of  principle  and  the  public 
good;  will  not  be  committed  against  measures  esaontial  to 
maintain  credit  and  confidence,  and  protect  the  great 
springs  of  the  public  prosperity.  How  dit&rent  is  tho 
language  held  by  the  administrstion  of  public  affairs  in 
thia  country,  from  that  held  by  the  adauni^tration  of 
Great  Briuin  and  the  whiga  of  that  country.  In  the 
year  1703,  when  the  people  of  that  country  were  o^r- 
whelmed  with  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  and  tho 
commercial  credit  was  in  danger,  the  Government  stepped 
forward  with  a  kind  and  aiding  hand,  and  arrested  the 
ruin  and  desolation  which  seemed  to  be  impending. 

In  1797,  when  the  Bank  of  England  suspended  specie 
payment,  and  a  panic  seized  tlie  nation,  the  prime  minis- 
ter of  England,  iitstead  of  denouncing  the  bank  and  order- 
ing a  commission  of  bankruptcy  against  her,  had  a  cora- 
mtttes  raised  to  examine  her  affiiiis,  who  reported,  after  a 
full  examination  of  Uie  affairs  of  tho  bunk,  that  tbe  meanr 
were  ample  to  meet  her  engai^cments,  and  that  she  was 
sound  and  fsulvent;  that  the  suspension  was  forced  on  the 
bank  by  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  the  country 
.and  the  dangers  which  menaced  it. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  Government  bad  Uken  tho 
same  course,  had  an  iovestigation  made  into  tho  condi- 
tion of  our  banks,  and  a  report  of  the  same  cbaractor, 
so  far  as  merited,  msde  to  the  nation,  with  assurance  that 
the  Government  would  aid  them  with  iu  credit  and  coun- 
tenance to  resume  specie  payments,  tliey  would  have 
maintained  with  tbe  people  confidence  in  our  institutions, 
so  important  in  this  hour  of  alarm  and  distrust;  and  if  the 
President,  in  hia  mea^age,  instead  of  denouncing  a  nation- 
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al  bank,  had  declared,  like  President  Madison,  that  the 
Slate  bank  experiment  woald  not  answer  without  a  nation- 
al bank,  and  recommended  the  measure  to  the  considera^ 
tion  of  Congress;  if  he  had  hurled  from  him  the  hobby 
by  which  he  rode  into  power,  and  dismounted  his  follow- 
ers, and  admitted  his  error,  with  that  magnanimity  which 
becomes  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation,  he  would  have 
gained  a  crown  of  public  approbation  worth  all  the  I'reas- 
ury  note  bills  and  sub-Treasury  schemes  which  his  inge- 
nuity can  invent  in  the  four  years  for  which  he  was  elect- 
ed. In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  have  advanced, 
of  the  doty  of  this  Government  to  give  the  people  a 
good  currency,  and  guard  against  a  ruinous  and  unstable 
one,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  sentiments  eipressed 
by  the  whigs  of  England,  such  as  Charles  Fox,  Sheridan, 
and  others,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  sustain  the  rights 
of  the  people  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Crown. 

In  a  protest  entered  on  the'journals  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  the  year  1797,  during  the  war  between  England  and 
France,  they  hold  and^  maintain  the  following  language 
end  opinions.  The  whigs  insist  in  that  protest  that  *<the 
advisers  of  the  Crown  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
the  State ;  responsible  for  its  internal  peace  and  general 
good  government ;  for  the  protection  ot  its  commerce,  iu 
credit,  and  the  various  sources  of  its  prosperity  and  wealth." 
And,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  concur  with  Fox,  Sheridan,  and 
other  whigs  of  England,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  powers  and  privileges  of  Parliament 
against  the  encroachments  and  osur|)ations  of  the  Crown, 
that  those  charged  with  the  administration  of  this  or  any 
other  Governmcmt  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce  and  credit, 
and  that  no  administration  can  evade  that  responsibility 
with  honor  or  a  regard  to  public  duty.  According  to  the 
express  provisions  of  our  constitution,  and  the  fundamental 
law  inherent  in  every  political  association,  those  placed 
in  authority  are  under  the  most  imperious  and  sacred 
obligations  to  perform  the  duties  to  which  he  had  advert- 
ed. It  is  true  that,  technically  and  strictly  speaking, 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  can  be  forced  on  a  creditor ; 
but  we  know  also  that,  in  practice,  whatever  medium 
way  by  law  or  general  consent  be  generally  received  in 
exchange  for  property  or  commodities,  and  in  payment  of 
debts,  is,  and  must  l»e,  the  circulating  medium  and  cur- 
rency of  such  country,  and  will  regulate  the  performance 
of  contracts,  if  another  medium  be  not  specially  provided 
for;  and  hence  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  sovereign 
power  to  guard  against  the  depreciation  and  fluctuations 
of  currency,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  secure  society  against 
violent  struggles  between  debtor  and  creditor,  the  necessary 
consequence  of  a  spurious,  uncertain  standard  of  value. 
For  f -rty  years  out  of  forty-eight  of  our  national  existence, 
our  GovernnYcnt,  by  the  use  of  national  banks,  has  secured 
the  country  against  these  evils.  It  seems  to  be  fashionable 
now  to  denounce  tile' banking  and  credit  systems,  and  extol 
the  hard- money  plan.  The  policy  and  expeditmcy  of  banks 
I  do  not  consider,  at  this  day,  a  debatable  question. 
They  are  liable,  like  all  other  good  institutions,  to  abuses ; 
but  the  systems  here,  while  we  had  a  national  bank,  attained 
as  much  perfection  as  in  any  other  country  where  they  had 
been  used.  Banks  have  been  introduced  in  the  most  en- 
lightened countries  of  Europe,  the  ofTspring  of  commerce 
and  wealth  in  commercial  nations.  The  experience  of 
ages  has  established  their  utility,  and  it  would  be  strange 
for  us,  at  tills  day,  to  run  counter  to  the  long  usage  and 
testimony  of  the  whole  commercial  world.  We  have  had 
them  in  this  country  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Few 
men  are. willing  to  keep  in  their  private  coffers  a  large 
amount  of  money  ;  the  fact  is  difficult  to  conceal  from  those 
about  them.  A  man  cannot  be  always  at  home  to  guard 
his  treasure,  and  is  exposed  to  robbery  and  murder;  hence 
men  are  generally  disposed  to  deposhe  their  ftinds  on  hand 


in  some  place  of  safety,  and  banks  of  good  and  solvent 
character,  and  having  general  confidence,  are  selected  by 
prudent  men  to  take  care  of  them ;  and  these  depodtes  are 
of  great  advantage  to  the  public,  because  the  money  of  the 
country,  instead  of  being  hoarded,  is  secured  by  the  owners 
from  fire  and  robbery,  and  placed  in  good  banks,  and  put 
in  circulation  by  the  banks,  to  aid  the  enterprise,  industry, 
and  business  of  the  people.  But  to  secure  these  advanta- 
ges, and  augment  in  this  way  the  active  capital  of  the 
community,  it  is  necessary  that  the  banks  should  be  sound, 
and  have  the  firm  confidence  of  the  people. 

Banks,  in  their  origin  in  Europe,  were  places  of  depo- 
site  and  of  inspection  for  money,  to  prevent  clipping  or  de- 
basing the  coin.  The  cjiecks  of  the  depositors  passed  from 
hand  to  hand  as  money,  and,  being  convertible  at  all  times 
into  specie,  this  species  of  transfer  was  called  bank  money ; 
so  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  while  convertible  into  specie,  may  be 
properly  denominated  bank  money.  To  give  to  paper,  in 
the  form  of  bank  notes,  the  character  of  money,  it  is  ne- 
cessary so  to  organize  and  regulate  our  banking  system  as 
to  secure  to  the  holder  of  a  note  the  power  of  converting 
it  into  geld  and  silver  at  all  limes ;  and  this  we  have  never 
been  able  to  do  uniformly,  but  by  the  agency  of  a  national 
institution.  The  banking  and  paper  credit  of  Great  Brit- 
ain has  been  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  that  of  any 
nation  in  Europe ;  and  under  its  operation  and  infioenee 
she  has  become  the  first  commercial  and  naval  Power  in 
the  world.  When  Bonaparte  was  preparing  to  invade 
England  with  a  million  of  soldiers,  the  timid  part  of  tb« 
nation  became  alarmed,  and  made  a  run  upon  the  bank, 
in  order  to  prepare  for  flight  from  the  kiogiJom,  in  the 
event  of  Bonaparte's  success ;  and  this,  with  other  causes, 
forced  a  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  and  yet  England, 
with  this  suspension,  maintained  a  war  against  nearly  all 
Europe  for  more  than  twenty  years — triumphed  over  the 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  in  two  decisive  vic- 
tories, at  Trafalgar  and  the  Nile,  and  carried  her  power 
and  domination  to  regions  where  the  Roman  eagles  never 
flew  when  mistress  of  the  world  ;  and  there  would  seem  to 
be  no  limit  to  her  domination,  but  for  the  rising  greatness 
of  this  republic. 

It  was,  sir,'the  Anglo-Saxon  spirit  of  this  people  that  gave 
us  inde]»endence ;  and  this  nation,  if  united,  will,  at  no 
distant  period,  rival  Great  Britain  in  commerce,  and  check 
her  supreme  dominion  on  the  ocean. 

What,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  banking 
system  and  paper  credit  in  this  country  !  It  commenced 
more  than  fifty  years  ago,  has  expanded  with  the  growth 
of  the  nation,  and,  in  less  than  half  a  century,  under  our 
present  consthution,  we  have  risen  from  a  small  beginning 
to  be  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the  civilised  world. 
Ouir  navigation  has  increased ;  our  country  has  improved, 
with  astonishing  rapidity,  in  wealth  and  internal  improve- 
ments of  every  kind  ;  our  population  has  expanded  to  the 
far  West,  where  the  wilderness  has  been  made  to  blossom 
like  the  rose,  under  the  operation  and  influence  of  this 
banking  system  so  much  denounced  of  late. 

Banks  are  useful,  not  only,  in  aiding  the  general  opera- 
tions of  commerce,  but  they  place  the  poor  and  wealthy  on 
more  equal  ground.  Young  men  of  enterprise,  industry, 
and  good  habits,  can  generally,  with  the  aid  of  friends,  ob- 
tain loans,  on  moderate  interest,  to  embark  in  trade  and 
business ;  and  thousands  of  enterprising  young  men  with* 
out  capital,  with  a  little  credit,  have  risen  from  poverty  to 
op\ilcnce.  I  know,  too,  that  the  branches  of  the  United 
States  Bank  established  in  Kentucky,  after  all  other  banks 
were  wound  lip  there,  diffused  their  loans  and  accommo- 
dations to  the  people  of  my  State  as  fairly  and  usefully, 
and,  indeed,  more  so  than  any  other  bank  ever  did,  and 
without  interfering  in  our  party  contests.  I  believe  no 
institutions  were  ever  less  liable  to  such  an  imputation. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  now  to  say  to  my  frieods  from 
YL'giDia,  who  oppose  this  bill,  and  insist  that  the  Stale 
baokB  shall  be  continued  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  that  while  I  do  not  believe  that  this  Government 
ought  to  depend  ^n  the  agency  of  banks  under  State  au- 
thority, I  will  vote  with  them  to  make  general  and  special 
dsposites  in  those  banks  in  preference  to  the  bill  under  de- 
bate ;  and  I  hope  if  the  amendment  proposed  in  favor  of 
State!  banks  should  be  rejected,  that  my  friends  from 
Yirginia  will  unite  with  me  for  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  They  will  answer  me,  probably,  that  they  cannot 
do  thia,  because  it  is  forbidden  by  the  constitutional  doc- 
trines of  Virginia,  which,  he  (Mr.  P.)  must  confess  he  had 
neter  been  able  to  understand,  although  born  in  Virginia, 
often  an  actor  on  the  political  theatre,  and  a  supporter  of 
three  Virginia  Presidents — Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
roe. If  thene  distinguished  men  are'  to  be  considered  the 
dders  of  the  Virginia  political  church,  with  the  addition  of 
the  late  Mr.  Crawford,  born  in  Virginia,  and  supported 
for  the  Presidency  by  that  State,  we  shall  be  still  more  at 
a  Iocs  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  Virginia  doc- 
trines ;  and  we  shall  probably  find  thorn,  like  the  doctrines 
of  most  other  States — one  rule  of  faith  in  theory,  and  ano- 
ther ID  practice. 

It  has  lieen  generally  supposed  that  the  Virginia  states- 
men of  the  ie^rson  or  republican  school  were  opposed  to 
the  exercise  of  implied  or  constructive  powers ;  or  at  least 
tbst  they  are  more  strict  constructionists  than  others ;  that 
they  are  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  powers  not  expressly 
grtnted ;  and  so  am  I,  Mr.  Chairman.  If  there  is  any 
plain  tine  of  demarkation  between  the  opinions  of  Virginia 
politicians  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, I  hare  never  been  able  to  discover  it. 

It  is  true  that  parties  have  differed  about  the  power  to 
pass  p&rticular  measures ;  but  there  is  no  general  rule  of 
constraction  on  which  the  statei<men  of  this  country  have 
differed,  at  least  in  practice.  Those  in  opposition  have, 
onder  every  administration,  assailed  the  constitutionality 
of  measures  adopted  by  those  in  powpr ;  and  those  in 
power  have  uniformly  exercised  all  the  powers  in  their 
opinion  necessary  and  proper  to  sustain  their  policy  and 
aocompfish  their  objecu.  If  politicians  of  the  Virginia 
school  have,  in  practice,  observed  a  more  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  than  others,  I  have  in  vain  looked 
for  evidence  of  the  fact.  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  united  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  its 
iocorporation  into  ibe  United  States,  the  constitutionality 
of  which  was  controverted  by  the  statesmen  of  the  Eastern 
States ;  and  the  correctness  of  thdr  constitutional  objec- 
tions tvas  admitted  by  Mr.  Jefferson  himself;  but  he  junti- 
fied  the  act  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  He  considered 
the  acquisition  necessary,  to  secure  to  the  West  a  free 
outlet  to  the  ocean,  and  to  preserve  the  Union.  After 
this,  a  law  passed  Congress  to  establish  a  branch  of  the 
United  btates  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  which  the  bank  had 
no  ri^ht  to  do  under  her  charter ;  and,  therefore,  that  act 
most  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  an  original  proposition, 
and  it  received  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  other  laws  were,  I  believe, 
passed  during  his  administration  to  protect  this  unconstitu- 
tional monster. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  among  the  first  acts  for  Which  he  ever 
voted  in  Congress,  was  the  embargo  recommended  by 
Preadent  Jefferson,  in  the  winter  of  1807,  for  which  there 
is  no  express  grant  of  power  in  the  constitution,  unless 
embraced  by  the  clause  authorizing  Congress  to  pass  all 
Jaws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
granted,  dec. ;  or  the  power  may  be-  implied  as  incidental 
to  the  powers  to  declare  war  and  regulate  commerce.  The 
public  men  from  the  Eastern  States,  er  many  of  them;  con- 
tended that,  under  a  power  to  regulate  commerce.  Congress 
bad  no  power  to  destroy  commence.     The  law,  without 


limitation  as  to  time,  declared  that  no  ship  or  vessel  should 
depart  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  United  States,  for  any 
foreign  country ;  certainly  one  of  the  strongest  measures 
ever  hazarded  by  any  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  tinderstood  as 
questioning  the  constitutionality  of  the  embargo  law.  At 
an  early  period  of  this  Government,  I  think  the  Virginia 
statesmen  supported  the  constitutionality  and  expediency 
of  protecting  and  encouraging  American  navigation,  by 
imposing  discrinsinating  duties  on  foreign  vessels;  and, 
until  lately,  they  admitted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
protcciing  tariff.  In  the  year  1781,  the  continental  Con- 
gress, composed  of  the  most  godlike  men  for  wisdom  and 
elevated  patriotism  ever  assembled  under  the  sun,  passed 
the  first  national  bank,  called  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
ten  States  voting  for  it,  of  which  Virginia  was  one,  and 
three  against  it.  After  the  next  bank,  first  undet  this  Con- 
stitution, bad  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  been 
presented  to  President  Washington  for  his  signature,  in 
consequence  of  some  opposition  to  it  in  Congress  on  con- 
stitutional grounds.  General  Washington,  with  that  cau- 
tion and  prudent  circumspection  which  characterized  his 
course  through  life,  caller^  on  his  cabinet  for  their  written 
opinions  on  the  constitutional  question  ;  and  after  receiv- 
ing and  considering  them  without  reference  to  men  ot 
parties,  (for  he  was  above  all  party,)  with  that  practical 
wisdom  and  forecast  for  which  he  was  distinguished,  ap- 
proved the  law.  Yes,  sir,  this  father  of  his  country,  this 
Virginia  President,  decided  that  a  national  bank  was  con- 
stitutional. 

In  1816,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  regardless  of 
previous  commitments,  bowed  to  the  voice  of  necessity  and 
ex))erience,  and  sacrificed  their  consistency  on  the  altar  of 
their  country's  good.  Virginia  supported  Mr.  Crawford, 
a  decided  supporter  of  a  national  bank,  for  the  Presiderxy  ; 
and  in  that  vote,  according  to  the  notions  of  the  day,  has 
declared  in  favsr  of  a  national  bank.  While  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  will  add  to  the  authority  of  Virginia  statesmen  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  McLean,  and 
othnrs  might  be  mentioned,  the  n^ost  enlightened  financiers 
in  the  country,  who  have,  from  a  thorough  and  practical 
knowledge  of  the  neccFsity  and  utility  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, concurred  in  opinion  with  the  distinguished  men  to 
whose  authority  I  have  appealed.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  Congress  of  1791,  1816,  and 
1832,  as  high  authorities  in  favor  of  a  national  bank  1 

In  the  face  of  this  high  authority,  the  experience  of  forty 
years  of  our  national  existence,  and  admonished  by  the 
present  disturbed  condition  of  the  country,  it  is  given  out 
in  speeches,  and  strongly  intimated  by  the  President  in 
his  message,  that  he  will  put  his  veto  on  any  bill  for  the 
creation  of  a  national  bank;  and  he  speaks  further, 
in  his  message,  of  the  persevering  opposition  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  a  national  bank,  and  seems 
to  suppose  his  election  a  high  evidence  of  public  opinion 
on  thia  question.  The  conclusion  he  draws  from  the  event 
of  his  election  furnishes  very  slender  evidence  on  this  point, 
for  it  never  has  happened  that  any  presidential  election  has 
turned  on  any  Ofie  political  queritton.  The  choice  by  the 
people  of  a  President  is  influenced  by  various  considerations, 
and  rarely  with  reference  to  any  particular  question  or  prin- 
ciple ;  and,  besides,  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  bank 
question  had  been  disposed  of  long  before  his  election,  and 
could  not  have  been  the  onlf  ground  of  selection.  But  if  they 
decided  against  a  national  bank,  they  must  have  declared  in 
favor  of  State  banks.  In  pulling  down  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  distinctly  announced  to  the  nation,  not  that 
bank  agency  would  be  dispensed  with,  but  that  State  banks 
would  answer  the  purpose  better.  The  people,  therefore^ 
if  they  decided  any  thing,  have  approved  the  substitute 
presented  to  them  by  those  high  in  authority,  who  now  ac- 
knowledge that  the  substitute  of  State  banks  hat  (ailed; 
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aoJ  hence  it  is  but  fair  to  conieml  that  the  people  have 
only  declared  againat  a  bank  on  the  condttition  that  the 
State  banka  would  fulfil  their  expectations ;  and,  therefore, 
it  would  aeem  to  be  atill  an  open  queation,  or  the  decision 
ie  in  farpr  of  a  national  bank.  If  any  thing  has  been  de- 
cided, it  was  the  question  between  the  administration 
and  the  late  bank,  on  the  ground  of  imputed  miscon- 
duct on  their  part,  and  not  the  general  question  of  a 
national  bank.  He  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  facts  to  decide  on  the  moiits  or  demerits  of  the  -Jate 
bank ;.  he  bad  thought  it  indiscreet  in  them  to  iadue  publi- 
caiions  concerning  the  controversy  with  the  Goternment, 
becAUde  it  did  them  no  service,  and  subjected  them  to  the 
intputation  of  interfering  in  the  elections  and  politics 
of  the  country.  For  this  course  there  may  have  been  some 
excuse  on  the  score  of  self-defence.  I  certainly  never  heard 
of  any  charge  of  the  kind  against  the  bank  before  its  con- 
test with  the  administration;  and  the  branches  in  Ken- 
tucky, I  believe,  have  acted  fairly  and  usefully,  and  to 
th4  aatisfaction  of  all  parties.  I  neither,  Mr.  Chairman, 
understand  the  facts  involved  in  the  controversy,  nor  am 
I  disposed  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  them.  I  am  for 
a  good  bank,  under  proper  regulations,  with  a  competent 
capital;  reserving  to  the  States  one-fourth  or  one- third  of 
the  stock,  to  bo  divided  among  Ihein  according  to  an  equi- 
table ratio  to  be  paid  out  ot  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands ; 
foreigners  to  be  excluded  from  any  direction  of  the  bank;  the 
interest  to  be  moderate,  and  a  majority  of  the  stock  to  be  sub- 
acribed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  a  reservation 
of  full  power  to  Congress  to  guard  against  abuses,  and  in- 
sure to  tlie  people  a  sound,  stable,  and  Uniform  currency, 
and  a  fair  and  faithful  administration  of  its  affairs.  Mr;  Chair- 
man, t  have  no  expectation  of  a  national  luink  until  de- 
manded by  the  voice  of  the  nation  ;  nor  is  it  desirable  that 
Congress  should  act  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  1  am 
ready  to  act,  at  any  time,  when  a  majority  shall  feel  satis- 
fied that  their  constituents  are  for  it.  I  shall  not  be  deter> 
red  from  pressing  this  subject  on  the  consideration  of  this 
House  or  the  Executive  by  any  intimation  or  menace  he 
may  give  of  a  veto,  and  I  deny  his  right  in  this  way  to  dic- 
tate to  or  influence  the  delilicrations  of  the  legislative  body. 
In  doing  so  he  departs  from  the  sphere  of  action  assigned  to 
him  by  the  constitution  of  bis  country.  From  what  part 
or  clause  of  that  instrument  does  he  derive  the  right  to  tell 
the  Legislature  that  he  will  not  co-operate  in  measures 
deemed  by  them  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  people  ? 

The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President, 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  the  Congress  information  of 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
tion such  measures  as  be  shall  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient ;  but  on  what  part  or  clause  he  claims  the  fight  to 
tell  the  Congress  ot  those  things  they  ought  not,  or  shall 
not  do,  I  am  yet  to  learn.  The  veto  power  was  vested  in 
the  President  to  protect  him  against  encroachments  of 
the  Legi($lature.  It  is,  to  the  President,  a  conserva- 
tive power,  and  may,  on  extraordinary  occa^tions,  be  inter- 
posed to  stay,  ioT  a  time,  rash  and  intemperate  measuies 
proceeding  from  hi^  party  or  popular  excitement,  and 
pregnsnt  with  very  disastrous  consequences  to  the  nation  ; 
and  in  such  a  possible  case,  not  likely  ofien  to  occur,  the 
President  may  interpose  to  throw  back  ^he  subject  on  the 
constideration  of  the  people  ;  but  when  it  goes  through  the 
crucible  of  investigation,  and  is  presented  as  iheir  settled 
and  deliberate  will  in  reliition  to  matters  of  concern  to  the 
whole  nation,  I  cannot  imagine  a  case  where  the  President 
could  rightfully  use  his  veto  to  defeat  the  popular  will ;  and 
the  case  is  not  materially  dilTerent  in  regard  to  constitution- 
al questions.  Afler  the  nation  has  long  considered  and  de- 
liberately decided  a  const  tutional  qui*stion,  the  President 
must  co-operate  with  the  legislative  department,  not  as  be 
understands  it,  but  as  understood  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
great  community,  for  whoae  benefit  it  was  made.  The  po|)- 


ular  will,  clearly  and  deliberately  expressed,  must  control 
the  course  of  this  free  Government,  and  especially  on  sub* 
jects  of  doubtful  policy,  and  doubtful  consiitutldnal  power. 

To  illustrate  and  support  my  views  of  this  veto  power^ 
Mr.  P.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  JefTerson's  letter  to  Geneial 
Washington,  on  the  bank  question,  in  the  year  1791.  Mr. 
Jefierson,  after  expreasing  his  opinions  against  the  bank, 
well  concludes  by  telling  President  Washington  that,  un* 
less  his  mind,  on  a  view  of  evenr  thing,  was  tolerably  clear 
that  it  was  unconstitutional ;  if  the  pro  and  eun  hung  so 
equal  as  to  balance  his  judgment,  a  just  respect  for  the 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature  would  decide  the  balance  in  fa- 
▼or  of  their  opinion.  It  is  chiefly  for  cases  where  they  are 
clearly  misled  by  error,  ambition,  or  interest,  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  placed  a  check  in  the  negative  of  the  Presi- 
dent. This  opinion  was  given  to  the  President  at  the  first 
seasion  the  bank  question  was  agitated  in  Congress,  and 
before  it  had  been  discussed  or  decided  on  by  the  people. 
How  much  stronger  is  the  case  now,  after  we  have  maila 
two  successful  experiments  of  twenty  years  each,  after  the 
constitutional  power  has  been  three  times  asserted  by  large 
majorities  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  confirmed  by  all 
the  other  departments  of  Government,  and  supported  bj 
the  opinions  of  a  host  of  the  most  enlightened  statesmen 
and  patriots  of  ii\\%  country  1  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  charter  of  a  national  bank  does  liOt  invade  the  Execu- 
tive or  Judiciary,  aud  can  «mly  trench,  if  unconstitu- 
tional, upon  the  rights  reserved  to,  the  States  and  the 
people,  and  is  a  measure  which  concerns  the  interest  of 
the  people  at  large. 

If  the  people  and  the  States,  from  a  conviction  of  the 
necessity  and  utility  of  such  an  institution,  should  call  on 
Congress  to  estabti«h  a  bank,  on  what  ground  could  the 
President  rightfully  interfere  1  Should  this  measure  pa^ 
both  Houses  of  Congress  in  conformity  to  the  public  wilt, 
I  eannot  believe  it  possible  that  he  would  venture  a  Teto ; 
but  should  be,  in  defiance  of  the  public  will,  do  an 
act  so  subversive  of  the  great  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment, for  which  our  ancestors  bled,  I  trust  that  another 
Patrick  Henry  will  rise  on  this  floor,  and  remind  thoee 
clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority  here,  that  Cssar  had  hie 
Brutus,  Charles  his  Cromwell,  and  that  they  had  better 
profit  by  their  fate.  Sir,  this  menace  of  a  veto  has  no 
precedent  in  our  history,  except  an  opinion  ezpresi^d  in  e 
message  of  Mr.  Monroe  about  the  appropriation  of  money 
for  roads,  for  which  he  waa  censured  by  a  friend  on  tfaie 
floor.  The  British  monarch  would  not  dare  to  threaten  ft 
Parliament  with  a  veto  on  a  measure  demanded  by  the 
voice  and  interest  of  the  nation.  The  veto  power,  placed 
as  a  shield  to  protect  the  Executive  and  other  depaitmente 
against  the  invasions  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  stay,  for  ft 
moment,  raah  and  intemperate  action,  was  never  designed 
by  our  constitution  to  defeat  the  deliberate  will  of  the  na- 
tion in  relation  to  measures  of  general  interest. 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  say  any  more,  on  this  occa- 
sion, of  the  veto  power  or  its  exercise,  but  will  proceed  to 
notice,  very  briefly,  the  amendment  ofTerrd  by  a  gentlemiui 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gablasd]  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, for  which,  I  repeat,  I  will  vote,  as  the  least  of  evils, 
and  continue  this  State  bank  agency,  whether  ihe  depom^- 
ites  are  general  or  special,  until  the  wisdom  and  experience 
of  the  nation  shall  provide  a  better.  And  here  he  would 
take  leave  to  remark,  that  he  felt  proud  that  the  Old  Domln* 
ion  was  the  land  of  his  birth,  when  he  saw  her  reprreent* 
atives  stand  forth,  with  manly  firmness,  regardless  of  par- 
ty and  the  frowns  of  power,  and  resist  measu*^  of  such  dan- 
gerous tendency  ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  assure  them  that 
he  was  not  hostile  to  State  banks;  on  the  contrary,  he  V»e-. 
iieved  it  was  wise  for  every  State  to  have  banks  of  stoUd 
capital,  and  under  prudent  management  He  was  not  dia- 
poiied,  (continued  Mr.  P.)  to  impair  the  strength  of  the  S  teue 
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€K>«erDmente,  bectmia  Im  held  them  to  be  eefential  pillars 
•f  the  temple  of  Americen  liberty.  While  he  was  ncrt  pre- 
pared to  go  the  whole  length  of  nullification,  his  obsenra- 
tton  of  the  eoarM  and  tendency  ef  this  Government  fbr  a 
long  period  had  conYtneed  him  that  the  strength  of  the 
tftala  GoveraiBeDtB  moat  be  maintained,  and  that  they  were 
the  grast  bnlararlis  around  whieh  the  people  must  occasion- 
ally rally  to  arrest  the  anti-republican  tendencies  to  which 
the  oeotral  power  Is  liable  in  the  hands  of  wickedness  or 
folly.  At  the  same  time  that  I  exprees  this  view,  with  un- 
(Mgned  Btnoartty,  I  most  be  permitted  to  ssy,  that  the  na- 
tional Govamment  mast  be  aticmed  the  fall  and  fair  exer- 
dae  of  atH  the  powers  aasignad  to  it,  aooording  to  a  fair  in- 
tsrpratatioB  of  the  con8tiUitioii«  to  enable  it  to  accomplish 
the  objects  for  which  it  was* intended.  The  powers  were 
ffaBlcd  to  CoDgteas  to  ragolate  commerce,  external  and 
inlannl,  msd  to  eoiit  money  and  ragnlate  the  Talue  thereof, 
ia  ezcluaioQ  of  State  powier ;  and  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  constitution  to  withhold  from 
Coni^iasB  any  of  the  means  Mrly  neoessary  and  proper, 
sod  eieariy  adapted  to  cany  into  elfeet  the  oijecta  of  those 
grants  of  power  to  which  I  have  referred.  An  unreasona- 
ble distrust  or  jeolouey  ought  not  to  be  indulged  of  this  Got- 
emment  mora  than  of  other  Governments  created  by  the 
people,  from  whom  both  State  and  National  Governments 
had  enaanated.  Onr  national  compact,  whether  of  the 
people  in  the  aggregate,  or  by  the  States  in  their  sovereign 
eorporaCe  capacttiea,  ought  to  receive,  especially  in  regard 
to  powers  and  subjects  to  which  the  States  are  not  compe- 
tnt,  a  liur  and  rational  interpretation,  to  accomplish  the 
objEct  cS  the  parties  to  it,  instead  of  an  over-strict,  techni- 
cal, or  metaphysieal  ono. 

His  eoneervative  friends,  be  said,  roust  pardon  htm, 
while  he  admired  their  manly  independence,  to  say,  with 
gpeat  deference  to  their  intelligence,  that,  according  to  his 
rafleotiona  on  the  subject  of  commerce  and  money,  they  are 
only  half  right.  We  agree,  if  I  understand  them,  that  an 
exdttaiva  metallic  medium  will  not  answer  over  this  exten- 
sive eomtry ;  and  that  onr  social  and  commerdal  inter- 
coorse  and  businesa  requires  a  paper  ropresentatt^^e  of  gold 
and  wiH^ety  otherwise  called  bank  money ;  for  bank  notes  of 
andoabted  credit,  and  convertible  everywhere  into  specie, 
srs  money,  ibr  idl  the  purposes  of  human  society.  If  a 
paper  mediam  is  necessary— if  one  is  to  be  coined  or 
mannlactttred  for  this  people,  I  pat  the  qu^tion  to  the 
endor  and  intelligence  of  those  gentlemen  and  all  other 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  whether,  according  t^  the  divisions 
of  power  established  between  the  State  and  national  Oov- 
emmcnta,  that  medium  ought  not  to  emanate  from  the 
Pedeial  instead  of  State  authority  ?  And  if  gentlemen 
omld  only  free  themselves  from  their  commitments,  and  dis- 
regard ef  what  is  termed  consistency  here,  they  must  re^ 
spood  in  the  affirmative. 

CoounerDe  and  currency  arc  certainly  placed  by  the  con- 
stitution within  the  sphere  of  national  legislation,  and  the 
paper  medium  or  bank  money  representative  ought  to  be 
iamed  by  a  national  bank  of  universal  credit  and  confi- 
dence^ and  on  a  foundation  as  firm  as  the  Government 
itseli: 

It  is  eaaential  that  any  paper  substitute  for  specie,  to  make 
a  cuneney  over  the  whole  nation,  and  convertible  into 
specie  everywhere,  must  have  a  national .  character ;  and  I 
now  pot  it  to  gentlemen,  to  answer  whether  it  is  possible  to 
\  the  notes  ef  the  banks  of  twenty-six  Sutes  current 


evcvv  where,  and  constitute  a  uniform  and  stable  currency 
fur  this  people  1  Is  it  in  tlie  power  of  this  Government  to 
nattonalfiw  the  notes  of  all  these  banks,  however  solvent 
they  may  be,  so  as  to  give  them  a  par  value  everywhere  ? 
And  if  they  cannot,  the  harvest  of  the  brokers  must  con- 
tione,  wd  the  looses  to  the  holders  of  notes  must  fall  chiefly 
on  the  hdMHuig,  ferming,  and  planting  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Vot.  XIV.— 93 


It  is  impossible  for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  know 
the  condition  or  credit  of  all  the  local  banka  scattered  over 
this  vast  country ;  hence  the  necessity  of  a  medium  with 
the  national  stamp  on  it.  The  people  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  condition,  and  have  confidence  in  the  banks  of  the 
State  or  neighborhood  in  which  ther  live,  but  few  can  know 
much  of  distant  institutions. 

In  the  roost  prosperous  season  of  trsde  and  business, 
when  there  existed  little  distrust  of  banks,  it  was  difiUcult  to 
travel  in  dififerent  States  with  local  notes,  and  they  were 
generally  under  par  at  a  distance  from  the  banks  of  issue, 
and  had  to  be  sold  to  the  brokers.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could 
not  believe  that  this  Government  ought  to  be  dependent  on 
the  agency  of  banks  not  responBible  to  them,  but  under  the 
control  of  the  States,  and  he  bad  other  strong  objections  to 
this  connexion ;  but  he  preferred  them  to  the  plan  under 
consideration.  In  addition  to  the  oljections  he  had  urged 
against  this  bill,  he  would  observe  that  these  sub-treasu- 
ries were  to  be  dispersed  over  the  country,  and  to  be  in- 
spected by  the  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  their  reports,  through  him,  would  be  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  would  be  practicable  for  Congress  to  obtain. 
A  large  portion  of  the  public  money  might  be  purloined 
from  these  sub-treasuries,  which  it  would  be  imposiible  for 
Congress  to  detect,  without  sending  committees  to  all  these 
distant  places  to  examine  things  and  count  the  money,  and 
then,  without  an  inspection  of  the  whole,  the  most  vigilant 
scrutiny  could  be  eluded.  It  cannot  be  expected  (said  he) 
that  the  members  of  this  House  can  absent  themselves  from 
their  duties  here  so  long,  and  encounter  the  labors  such  an 
examination  would  require. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  now  twenty-six  States,  with 
unfimited  power  to  make  banks  beyond  the  direct  control 
of  Congress,  and  the  banking  system  has  taken  such  a  deep 
root  in  our  country  that  it  is  tho  extreme  of  folly  to  think 
of  exterminating  it ;  and  if  one  State  banks,  another  will, 
and  this  system  must  remain  a  permanent  part  of  our  do- 
mestic poKcy.  These  banks  furnish,  and  will  continue  to 
furnish,  local  currencies  for  the  people ;  and  the  inquiry  is, 
whether  this  Government  ought  to  guard  them  against  the 
evils  of  the  system,  and  what  are  the  best  and  most  practi- 
cable means  of  doing  so  1  Every  administration,  commen- 
cing with  that  of  Washington,  down  to  the  present,  has 
considered  it  the  sacred  duty  of  this  Government  to  use  the 
best  means  in  their  power  to  cure  disorders  in  the  currency^ 
and  insure  to  the  people  a  stable  and  uniform  measure  of 
value  for  commerce  and  contracts  of  every  kind.  Can  it 
he  expected,  however  we  may  get  along  in  good  times,  that, 
in  a  commercial  or  pecuniary  convulsion  or  war,  these  nu- 
merous local  banks  can  have  general  confidence  in  each 
other,  or  can  be  united  and  act  with  that  concert  which  is 
necessary  to  sustain  credit  and  confidence  and  a  good  uni- 
form currency  during  the  shocks  incident  to  periods  of  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  ?  Alarm  and  distrust  overspread  the 
country ;  moneyed  men  and  holders  of  notes  run  on  the 
banks,  and  force  them  to  close  their  doors;  business  of 
every  kuid  is  suspended ;  thousands  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  tho  public  tranquillity  endangered.  A  wise 
Government  ought  not  to  content  themselves  with  the  means 
of  managing  the  vessel  of  state  in  pleasant  seasons,  and 
when  temperate  breezes  only  are  to  be  met  with,  but  should 
be  prepared  to  keep  her  steady  and  moving  in  the  great  cur- 
rent of  the  public  interest  in  tho  most  tempestuous  seasons. 
Throughout  our  past  pohtical  history,  the  strong  ground 
taken  against  a  national  bank  has  been,  that  State  banks 
would  answer ;  for,  at  all  times,  it  has  been  admitted  that 
bank  agency  was  a  necessary  and  important  auxiliary  to 
the  fiscal  and  commercial  operations  of  the  country.  Twice 
has  that  agency  failed ;  twice,  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
each,  has  the  agency  of  a  national  bank  succeeded  to  the 
full  extent  of  public  expectation ;  and  yet  will  those  charged 
with  the  control  of  public  affairs  obstinately  adhere  to  the 
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ground  they  have  assumed.  If  gentlemen  helieve  their  con- 
stitaents  are  opposed  to  a  bank,  I  will  not  ask  them  to  op- 
pose their  will ;  I  will,  however,  I  must,  exhort  them  as 
friends,  fellow-citizens,  and  patriots,  when  they  return 
among  the  people,  to  tell  them  with  frankness  that  there  is 
no  other  eflectual  and  permanent  cure  for  the  disorders  of 
the  t^tale  but  a  national  bank. 

Gentlemen  must  be  sensible  that,  in  the  exigencies  of 
war  and  the  revulsions  of  trade,  a  national  bank,  with  a 
competent  capital,  with  well  established  credit  and  confi- 
dence, at  home  and  abroad,  would  be  able,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Government,  to  do  more  to  sustain  public  and  private 
credit  and  confidence,  keep  the  monetary  system  sound  and 
regular,  and  avert  the  evils  incident  to  the  perils  of  war  and 
shocks  in  trade,  than  a  thousand  local  insulated  institutions, 
with  no  common  head,  jealous  and  afraid  of  each  other, 
which,  in  a  moment  of  panic,  would  each  revolve  on  its  own 
axis,  and  take  care  of  it«elf.  What  occurred  twenty  years 
ago,  will  occur  again ;  when  another  bank  shall  be  estab- 
lished, the  small  fictitious  banks  will  be  wound  up;  others  of 
sound  capital  will  dissolve  and  subscribe  their  funds  to  a  new 
bank,  and  those  of  good  and  large  capitals,  freed  from  the 
competition  of  swindling  institutions,  will  be  able  to  do  a 
fair  business  in  harmony  with  a  national  institution.  A 
new  bank,  if  established,  will  be  required  to  locate  branches, 
one,  at  lea;$t,  in  every  State,  which  will  be  particularly 
advantageous  to  the  Western  and  Southwestern  States. 
The  capital  and  wealth  of  the  South  and  West  consists 
chiefiy  of  land,  live  stock,  and  slaves;  and  the  people  there 
are  more  disposed  to  vest  the  fruits  of  their  industry  in  such 
property  than  in  bank  stock,  yielding  a  moderate  profit  of 
five,  six,  or  seven  per  cent. 

The  interest  of  money  in  the  West  is  high ;  in  some  of 
the  States  the  legal  interest  is  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  pen. 
pie  of  those  States  have  little  motive  to  put  their  capital  in 
banks,  who  must  lend  at  five  or  six  per  cent.  The  prop- 
erty of  the  commercial  States  consists,  to  a  great  extent, 
of  money  derived  from  the  profits  of  trade,  and  they  are 
willing  to  vest  their  capital  in  good  stock,  yielding  a  mod- 
erate profit ;  and  they  would  prefer  stock  in  a  national  bank, 
because  more  valuable,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
stitution and  Government  of  the  United  States.  Their  cap- 
ital, through  the  bank,  would  be  diffused  over  the  nation, 
according  to  the  demands  of  trado  and  business,  and  would 
aid  and  encourage  the  trade,  enterprise,  and  industry  of  the 
West,  and  especially  of  the  new  States  of  the  far  West. 
It  would  facilitate  their  exchanges  and  commerce,  and 
every  branch  of  their  industry.  The  traders  from  the  in- 
terior States  of  the  West  to  the  South  and  West  would  be 
able  to  do  their  business  in  a  currency  which  would  pass 
everywhere,  and  remit  their  funds  from  place  to  place  with- 
out hazard  or  loss. 

Sir,  this  bank,  with  its  branches  diffused  over  our  extend- 
ed country,  part  of  the  stock  belonging  to  the  States,  would 
be  a  bond  of  union.  Every  man  using  a  note  of  a  national 
bank,  would,  in  feeling  at  least,  be  in  some  degree  identi- 
fied with  the  National  trovernmcnt.  The  power  and  in- 
fluence of  such  an  institution  is  an  objection  urged  by  some, 
to  which  (Mr.  P.  said)  he  would  answer  that  he  believed 
that  the  State  institutions  exercised  forty  tiroes  &i  much  in- 
fluence and  power  over  the  political  affairs  of  the  country 
as  had  ever  been  used  by  both  Banks  of  the  United  States. 
Nor  can  (continued  he)  any  bank  exercise  one-hundredth 
part  of  the  power  and  influence  which  belongs  to  the  Post 
Ofi^ce  Department  alone.  The  same  objection  of  power 
was  urged  against  a  navy,  at  an  early  period  of  this  Gov- 
ernment ;  it  was  said  that  the  navy  would  be  an  instrument 
of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  but  time  and 
experience- had  overruled  all  objections  to  this  strong  arm 
of  our  national  defence.  The  navy  is  not  only  a  weapon 
of  defence  and  protection  to  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  but  a 
powerful  bond  of  union.     Our  ships  of  war  do  not  belong 


to  any  State ;  they  are  the  common  property  of  the  nation ; 
and  every  victory  or  defeat  vibrates  through  every  fiiyre  of 
the  body  politic. 

The  strong  ground  of  objection,  and  the  one  chiefly  re- 
lied on  at  all  times,  has  been  that  the  constitution  does  not 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  bank,  while  iu  utility  and  con- 
venience have  been  generally  admitted.  I  shall  not  enter 
at  large  into  a  discussion  of  this  objection,  nor  have  I 
the  vanity  to  suppose  that  I  could  shed  any  new  light 
on  a  question  on  which  the  intellectual  powers  of  a  Ham- 
ilton, a  Gallatin,  a  Marshall,  a  Pinckney,  a  Crawford, 
a  McDuffie,  and  a  host  of  others,  the  most  distinguished 
statesmen  of  our  republic,  hftve  been  exhausted,  supported 
by  the  cool  and  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Father  of  his  coun- 
try, sanctioned  three  several  times  by  large  majorities  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and,  at  a  late  period,  after  a  long 
trial  of  its  utility  and  necessity,  confirmed  by  the  opinions 
of  a  Madison  and  Monroe,  two  of  the  elders  of  the  Repub- 
lican church.  One  fact,  often  mentioned  in  the  public 
prints,  and  much  relied  on  here,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
notice ;  and  that  is,  that  the  convention  rejected  a  propo- 
sition to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  I  have  not  ex- 
amined the  proceedings  of  that  body ;  but,  if  the  fact  be  as 
stated,  it  proves  nothing,  because  that  proposition  was  for 
a  general  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  That 
was,  I  think,  very  properly  refused — ^nor  is  such  a  power 
contended  for  by  the  friends  of  the  bank.  It  'will  be  a  sof- 
ficient  set-off  to  that  fact  to  state  another,  and  that  v,  that 
in  the  same  convention  a  proposition  was  made  to  grant 
Congress  a  power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  that  it  was 
rejected.  Now,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that,  during  the  l^te 
war,  Congress  did  issue  bills  of  credit ;  and  the  bill  passed 
at  the  present  session,  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  approaches 
very  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  to  bills  of  credit. 

If  it  be  fairly  necessary  and  proper  to  grant  a  garter 
to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  great  powers  granted — 
if  such  a  measure  is  a  necessary  auxiliary  to  effectuate 
other  powers,  and  it  has  a  fair  relation  tu  them,  then  tho 
bank  is  constitutional ;  and,  if  money  is  not  to  be  had  to 
meet  the  demands  of  Government  by  taxes  or  loans,  if  it 
is  necessary  to  resort  to  an  issue  of  notes,  then  it  may  be 
constitutional.  I  voted  with  much  hesiUtion  for  thitf 
Treasury  note  bill,  because  it  authorized  a  larger  sum 
than  appeared  necessary,  and  it  seemed  to  me  more  con- 
genial with  the  spirit  of  the  constitutioo  to  borrow  money 
directly  than  to  do  it  indirectly ;  but  as  the  amend- 
ment to  borrow  directly  failed,  and  the  interest  on  the 
notes  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  loan,  I  voted  for  it  to 
relieve  the  Treasury,  and  give  some  relief  to  the  country. 
I  entered  this  House,  with  no  disposition  to  find  fault  or 
embarrass  the  administration.  I  voted  for  indulging  the 
merchants,  and  will  give  time  to  the  banks  to  enable  them 
to  indulge  the  people,  and  would  have  voted  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  fourth  instalment  provided  the  House  had 
adopted  the  amendment  offered,  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
ii^ecretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  money  at  the  period 
to  which  payment  is  postponed  ;  but,  sir,  I  f«lt  consUatned, 
by  a  regard  for  principle  and  the  public  good,  to  exert  my 
feeble  powers  against  the  passage  of  this  sub-Treasury  biJl. 

Mr.  (chairman,  I  had  more  to  say  to  this  committee,  on 
the  several  subjects  embraced  in  this  debate,  but  I  feel  too 
much  exhausted  to  proceed,  and  will  therefore  conclude 
with  urging  on  the  consideration  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  the  propriety  of  postponing  a  final  decision  on  a 
measure  of  so  much  importance,  and  involving  prindple^t 
of  such  groat  magnitude,  until  public  opinion  can  be  pro- 
nounced upon  it.  If  the  measure  be  doubtful  in  principle 
or  policy,  we  ought  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  precipitancy  ; 
respect  for  our  constituents,  who  have  had  no  opportu* 
nity  of  making  known  their  sentiments^  and  who  am  to  be 
bound  by  this  measure,  require  diat  the  final  action  on  this 
bill   should  be  suspended  until  the  next  session.     Let  us 
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think  a  little  more  ouraelvet,  and  afford  onr  eonstitaenta  an 
opportunity  of  thinking  and  speaking  alao. 

Before  Mr.  Popv  had  concluded  his  remarks,  aa  given 
entire  in  preceding  pagee,  he  was  arrested  by  the  hoar,  and 
the  Honse  took  its  usual  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

Eyeving  Session. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  met  at  lour  o'clock,  and 
had  to  wait  long  for  a  quorum.  Mr.  Pops  had  the  floor, 
but  yieldetl  it  for  a  short  time  to 

Mr.  CU8HMAN,  who  observed  that,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  made  a  personal  allusion  to  him,  he 
would,  with  that  gentleman's  leave,  say  a  word  or  two  by 
way  of  explanation.  It  is  true,  as  that  gentleman  says, 
thai  while  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  under  discussion,  and  after  it  had  been  debated  during 
the  morning  hodr  for  several  days,  he  moved  the  previous 
question.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  that  he 
might  make  a  few  remarks  upon  that  subject,  and  he  now 
eomplflJnsthat  he  was  then  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the 
above-mentioned  motion. 

Ml.  C.  said  there  were  two  reasons  why  he  did  not  com- 
ply with  that  request.  The  first  was,  that  there  was  around 
him  a  general  desire  that  it  should  not  be  granted :  and  if 
he  had  withdrawn  it,  the  same  motion  would  have  been 
renewed  by  some  other  gentleman.  Secondly,  that  the 
subject  of  a  United  Slates  bank  had,  for  the  last  five  or 
•tz  year^  been  the  common  theme  of  discussion  in  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  hamlet  in  the  country.  It  is  true, 
he  said,  that  several  gentlemen,  during  this  debate,  had  de- 
clared Uiat  the  subject  of  a  bank  has  not  been  before  the 
people  lor  their  discussion,  but  it  was  the  bank. 

Mr.  C.  said  if  gentlemen  would  only  go  back  to  the  re- 
election of  the  late  venerable  President  of  the  United  States, 
the;  wouki  find  that  that  Presidential  canvass  was  put 
upon  the  question  of  bank  or  no  bank.  A  bank,  ihe  bank, 
or  any  bank,  were  all  denounced  by  the  people  at  that 
tf'me^  as  appeara  by  the  result  of  that  election,  ft  was  the 
pivot  upon  which  that  election  turned.  But  if  the  subject 
of  establishing  a  bank  was  not  before  the  people  for  con- 
nderatioa  mi  that  time,  the  whole  subject  was  before  them 
during  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
.  Uotted  States. 

Mr.  Van  Boren,  before  the  late  Presidential  election,  in 
pursuaneeofa  call  which  was  mtide  upon  him  for  that 
purpose,  declared,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  that 
he  eould  not  aanetion  an  institution  of  that  character ;  and 
this  was  the  pivot,  alao,  upon  which  that  distinguished  in- 
dividual wa«  elevated  to  the  Presidency.  Twice,  there- 
fore, have  the  people  declared  that  a  United  States  bank 
ODgbc  not  to  be  established. 

Mr.  C  observed  that,  from  the  course  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  pursue,  aome  gentlemen  may  have  sup- 
posed that  be  was  disposed  to  check,  unnecessarily,  the 
freedom  of  debate.  But  he  would  assure  gentlemen  that 
they  mistook  his  character  altogether.  He  would  go  with 
him  who  would  go  farthest  to  protect  the  great  vital  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religions  liberty,  the  freedom  of  speech, 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petition.  These 
sacred  rights  be  never  would  yield  but  with  the  last  breath 
oflife. 

Bat  there  is  a  vetfy  wide  difference  between  the  rightful 
exercise  of  these  invaluable  privileges,  and  a  wilful  abuse 
of  them.  To  correct  this  evil,  this  abuse,  the  rule  regu- 
lating a  call  for  the  previous  question  was  adopted  as  a 
part  of  the  by-laws  of  this  House ;  a  rule  which  has  ex- 
isted ever  since  the  formation  of  the  General  Government. 
A  aitmlar  rule  has  been  adopted  by  several  State  Legis- 
latares  to  correct  the  almses  which  are  the  subject  of  so 
mnwh  complaint  in  this  House.  In  fact,  nothing  of  any 
importance  ooitkl  be  mceoinpliidhed  ia  this  House  widioot 
saah  a  law. 


On  the  east  sifle  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Spanish  Cortes, 
the  question  asked  is,  « Has  not  this  subject  been  suffi- 
cieptly  debated  1"  If  this  question  is  responded  toby  a 
majority  of  that  body,  an  end  is  put  to  the  discussion,  and 
a  vote  taken  on  the  main  question.  This  is  the  operation 
of  the  rule  for  the  previous  question  in  this  House :  the 
design  of  the  motion  is  to  ask  the  House  if  the  subject 
under  consideration  has  not  been  sufficiently  debated,  and 
cannot  be  enforced  without  a  majority  of  the  members 
present.  As  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  states  that  he 
merely  alluded  to  him  as  stating  a  fact,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  impugning  the  purity  of  his  motives,  Mr.  C. 
observed  that  he  would  close  his  remarks  by  stating,  that, 
so  loni^  as  his  fellow-citizens  of  New  Hampshire  should 
provide  him  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  he  would  faithfully  and 
independently  execute  his  political  trust ;  and  should  any 
gentleman,  here  or  elsewhere,  dare  to  question  the  purity 
of  his  motives,  he  would  pronounce  him  a  base  calumina- 
tor.     Mr.  C.  was  here  interrupted  by 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  who  said  that  he  rose 
to  a  point  of  order.  He  said  that  he  roae  to  arrest  the  cur- 
rent of  the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  with  great  re- 
luctance ;  but  he  considered  them  so  out  of  place  at  this 
moment,  that  he  was  constrained  to  protest  against  their 
further  continuance. 

We  are  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J., J  within  a 
few  days  of  an  adjournment,  and  have  to  decide  upon  an 
important  bill ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  this  discussion,  th^ 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Cvsr- 
WAv]  thinks  fit  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  previous  question,  which  he  call- 
ed some  four  or  five  days  ago.  Then  was  the  time  for 
explanations,  if  the  gentleman  thought  any  necessary.  But 
his  object  was  then  to  arrest  explanations  and  discussion 
upon  the  merits  of  a  resolution  which  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  thought  fit  to  introduce, 
but  was  afraid  to  have  discussed.  And  now  the  honorable 
member  from*  the  Granite  Sute  feels  a  strong  propensity 
to  enlarge  upon  it.  Yes,  sir,  with  great  and.peculiar  em- 
phasis, he  now  discusses  a  bank  and  the  bank,  and  called 
the  previous  question  upon  it,  after  but  one  member  had 
spoken  upon  the  subject.  Why  did  not  that  gentlf  man 
use  that  occasion  (said  Mr.  J.)  to  discuss  a  bank  and  the 
bank  ?  He  has  edified  the  committee  with  his  learning 
and  research  upon  the  history  of  the  previous  question  ; 
and  after  making  a  great  display  of  his  exalted  patriotism 
in  defending  the  freedom  of  debate — and  we  must,  in  giv- 
ing him  the  credit  which  he  claims  for  the  patriotism  of"* 
his  notions,  listen  to  his  pretensions,  and  not  judge  him  by 
his  acts — he  refers  us  to  the  high  authority  which  he  has 
culled  from  the  east  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  has  talked 
about  Turkey,  and  has  shown  that  he  has  precedent  for 
the  gag-  law  in  the  example  of  the  Spanish  Oorfes.  The 
gentleman  is  as  unfortunate  in  bis  authority  as  he  is  in 
the  time  of  his  using  it. 

The  gentleman  can  find  authority  in  the  Spanish  history  ' 
for  the  inquisition ;  and  from  his  readings  of  Spanish  his- 
tory, and  adopting  their  principles  for  his  standard  of  ac- 
tion in  this  hall,  we  may  account  very  rationally  why  he 
baa  so  often  called  the  inquisitorial  and  detested  previous 
question — the  hwtrument  of  petty  tyranny  all  over  the 
world.  And,  to  use  the  gentleman's  own  figure,  he  is  the 
<* pivot"  around  which  that  question  has  so  often  wheeled 
in  this  hall.  But  I  urge  the  distinguished  gentleman  to 
forbear  in  this  discussion,  for  he  has  already  reaped  honors 
enough  in  that  barren  field,  for  his  head  now  blooms  and 
blossoms  with  the  glories  of  the  previous  question. 

[Hero  Mr.  CtrsHMAir  rose,  and  said  that  his  object  was 
not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  but  he  had  risen 
to  explain,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Popx,]  who  was  entitled  to  tho  floor.] 

Mr.  J.  said  that  he  utterly  denied  the  right  of  the  mem* 
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ber  from  Kentucky,  or  of  any  other  member,  to  allow  the 
gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  to  consume  the  time  of 
t|ie  House,  at  this  sta^e  of  our  proc.ee«]ing8,  in  discussing 
the  merits  of  the  previoua  question,  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  called  some  weeks  ago.  I  have 
tried  (said  Mr.  J.)  several  times  to  gain  the  floor,  in  order 
to  speak  upon  the  bill  now  under  debate,  and  hare  failed. 
I  wish  to  give  my  viewaupon  it;  but,  knowing  the  propen- 
sity of  the  honorable  member  whom  I  have  interrupted  to 
qill  the  previous  question,  I  have  no  guaranty  that  I  might 
iv>t  be  precluded  from  apeaking  at  all.  And  if  the  gentle- 
man, whom  I  regard  as  a  living  personificatiou  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  will  not  desist  from  this  discussion,  I  will 
be  conetrained  to  use  his  own  remedy  upon  himself,  and 
Tvill  call  his  own  previous  question  upon  him.  I  hope^  in 
concluding,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  be  per- 
mitted to  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  POPE  then  resumed  the  course  of  bis  remarks, 
which  he  continued  till  long  after  lights  had  been  brought 
into  the  hall,  when,  being  exhausted,  be  s^nk  into  bis  ^eat 
without  having  closed  his  speech. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  the  cpnunittee  to  rise ;  but 

Mr.  W.  C043T  JOHNSON,  having  conferred  with  Mr, 
Popi,  stated  that,  the  gentleman  had  no  objection  to  Mr. 
J.'s  taking  the  floor  at  this  time,  in  the  conflilenoe  tbat  the 
Houses  in  the  momiog,  would  permit  him  to  conclude  bis 
remarks.     Such  seeming  to  be  the  general  und^standing^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON  rose  and  addressed  the  committee  w 
follows ; 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  return  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  [Gov.  Pope]  ray  thanks  for  yielding  the  floor  to 
me  before  he  has  completed  his  remarks.  Afler  having 
spoken  for  four  hours,  his  physical  energies  have  yielded 
befjre  the  rich  abundance  of  bis  mind  is  exhausted  on  this 
interesting  question.  I  feci  (said  Mr.  J, )  how  perilous 
my  situation  is  in  attempting  to  follow  the  learned  and  dis^ 
tinguished  member  who  has  just  t^ken  his  seat.  At  tliis 
late  hou,ri  too,  when  tb9  committee  have  been  so  long  in 
session,  I  am  airongiy  apprehensive  that  I  may  not  com|)en- 
sate  them  for  any  portion  of  their  atlention.  I  muU  tbora* 
fore  throw  myself  upon  their  magnanimity.  But  before  I 
enter  upon  the  subject  under  diacussion,  I  feel  it  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  myself  and  to  others,  to.  give  a  passing  no- 
tice, to  an  observation  which  fell  from  the  honorable  member 
whp  last  addressed  the  committee. 

The  honorable  member  remarked,  in  the  courseof  his 
observations,  in  sulistance,  that  the  frienils  of  the  adminis- 
tration, or  some  of  them,  had  said  that  the  opposition  had 
a  few  years  ago  made  charges  against  the  Post  OIHce  De- 
partment, and,  among  others,  his  friend,  the  late  Postmas- 
ter General;  and  that  the  adroinistralion  sacrificed  some  of 
the  mruniliers  of  that  Department  (at  least  the  chief  clerk) 
to  the  avenging  deity  pf  the  relentless  opposition.  I  Jo 
not  for  one  moment  suppose  (said  Mr.  J.)  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  purpoMd  any  personal  application  of  his 
^remarks  to  any  particular  meipber  Qf  the  opposition,  but 
spoke  of  the  opposition  as  a  party.  But  having  been  a 
member  of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  when  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Post  Office  Department  was  made  a  subject 
of  special, examination,  and  the  report  upba  that  examina- 
tion was  i>ubtnitted  to  this  House,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  t«ke 
an  humble  part  in  a  debate  in  this  hall  in  reJatiun  to  the 
abuses  committed  in  that  Department.  And  my  nante 
having  been  thrown  J)efore  the  public  in  connexion  with 
tbat  discussion,  and  with  a  ^ilision  with  the  late  Postmas- 
ter General  and  his  son,  I  feel  warranted  in  now  alluding 
to  it,  from  what  has  been  said,  and  in  giving  an  e)(plana- 
tion  which  circumstances  at  the  time  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  do. 

When  a. bill  was  under  discussion  in  this  House  giving, 
•s  I  thought,  increased  patronage  to  that  Department,  I 
\Q^Mimi^tP,9^90^\^V*'m%tmW^  ^  awmadvert  uyqii 


the  corruptions  which  were  pioved  to  exist  in  it  A  spirit 
of  intimidation  then  atill  lingered  in  this  hall,  and  clearly 
manifested  itself,  I  thought,  on  the  night  of  that  discussism ; 
for,  during  that  session,  a  member  had  been  waylaid  on  the 
street  and  attacked  for  words  spoken  in  debate ;  and,  but 
shortly  before,  other  members  had  been  beset  and  assaulted. 
I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  that  there  were  members  willing 
to  place  themselves  between  the  officers  of  Government  and 
the  members  of  this  Hoose  who  wished  to  scrutinize  their 
official  conduct.  I  was  soon  le£b  alone  on  one  side  in  that 
exciting  discussion,  and,  fancying  I  saw  its  resitk  in  ad- 
vance, took  the  distinct  ground,  when  daggers  werp  spo^ 
ken  but  none  used,  that  I  was  willing,  and  ready  to  hold 
myself  responsible  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  to  any 
o&f^fit  of  Government,  who  might  imagine  himself  aggrieved 
by  my  strictures.  That  was  the  position  I  assumed — per- 
haps rashly— ^Wit  still  it  was  the. position.  The  nextmorn- 
ing,  in  this  Capitol,  and  before*  I  entered  thiahall,  1  receiv- 
ed a  laconic  note  from  the  Postmaster  General,  by  a  gen- 
tleman whom  I  had  never  seen,  before,  but  whose  bearing 
convinced,  me,  that  he  vi^as  a  gientleman*  There  was  no 
threat  written  in  it,  but,  from  its  peculiar  brevity,  I  regarded 
it  as  a  threat;  so  did  two  honorable  gentlemen  of  this 
House  to  wJiom  I  submitted  it.  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
giva  it  a  very  short  answer.  Soon  af^er,  I  received  a  chal- 
lenge from  the  son  of  the  Postmaster  General  a  gentleman 
whom  I  have;  never  seen  in  my  life.  I  accepted  it.  Bjr 
the  advice,  I  apprehend,  of  others,  it  was  withdrawn.  Ra- 
mpr  reached  my  ear  tliat  I  was  to  receive  some  two  or  three 
more,  and  was  to  be  caned  by  I  know  not  how  many. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  would  neither  explain  nor 
authorize  any  friend  to  explain  in  my  name,  as  an  honor- 
able friend  in  this  hall  will  well  remember.  The  system 
of  interrogatories  I  dielike  at  best ;  but,  according  to  my 
sense  of  propriety,  I  can  never  bring  myself  to  answer 
them  when  they  are  blended  with  even  the  sliadow  of  • 
threat. 

But  now  that  the  late  Posroaster  General  is  no  more, 
and  the  restraining  circumstances  of  the  affair  have  passed 
away,  I  embrace,  the  opportunity  whiob  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  have  afforded  me,  to  say,  in  my  place, 
that  I  never  designed  to  charge  the  Postmaster  General 
with  peculation,  though  I  was  unwilling  to  except  him 
frtm  ihe  charge  (of  which  I  had  proof  enough  to  convince 
my  judgment)  that  it  did  exist  at  that  time  in  the  De- 
partment. I  deem  it  due  to  myself,  due  to  those  whom 
he  has  left  behind  him,  his  relations  and  friends->and  the 
hotiorable  member  as  one  of  those  friends — to  say,  that  I 
had  no  proof  that  he  was  corrupt,  nor  do  I  believe  that  be 
was  a  corrupt  man  in  the  moral  ur  legal  sense  of  the  term. 
The  mast  that  I  meant  to  say  was,  that  when  corroptioa 
was  proved  to  exist  in  a  department,  the  censure  should 
full  with  the  heaviest  force  upon  the  bead  of  that  depart- 
ment, if  he  did  not  suspend  the  guilty  subordinate. 

.But  I  dismiss  this  subject,  now  and  finally,  and  will  at- 
tempt to  approach  that  immediately  under  debste. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J,,}  when  Sir  Walter  Scott 
was  asked  why  it  was  that  be  had  not  written  the  life  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  one  instead  of  three  volumes, 
he  answered,  because  b^  had  not  time !  And  if  I  should 
trespass  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  committee  a  little 
longer  than  it  may  think  judicious,  I  beg  the  committee  to 
receive  in  advance,  as  my  apology,  tbat  I  have  not  bed 
time  to  investigate,  in  all  its  bearings,  the  important  sub- 
ject before  u«,  and  to  arrange  my  reflections  in  per8picu<ios- 
brevity,  which  is  the  best  proof  1  know  of  a  familiar  kpowl- 
edge  of  a  subject. 

Day  and  night  have  we  been  occupied  in  this  hall,  for 
weeks  past,  without  hardly  taking  respite  for  sleep,  in  in- 
vestigating the  important  bills  which  have  been  crowdeci 
upon  our  attention  ;  with  not  even  time  to  eat  with  com* 
forty  and  with  scanely  a  sp^re  hour  to  tt^A  the.  budgets 
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daiij  placed  on  our  desks,  or  to  spond  in  AXaaxinins  bodtii 
of  knowledg*,  or  be  occupied  in  quiat  reflection. 

The  experienoed  debalen,  and  (he  learned  members  of 
this  HoufiOy  may  eanlj  surmount  such  obstadee;  but  the 
humble  member  who  ekiinis  your  indulgence  feels  them 
with  the  strongest  and  alonost  ovorpovering  foroei  Not* 
withstanding^  such  embarrassing  considerations^  I  am  no- 
willing  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  bill  before  the  commit- 
tK,  but  wiU  assign^  as  briefly  ae  I  cao^  the  reaseos  why  I 
dull  give  A  nepitive  voke. 

We  hare  been  assembled,  Mr.  Chair man^  in  eiiraordt- 
Qi^  Kssion*  and  h«ve  alieaidy  acted  on  some  most  extra- 
ordinary biilsk  But  the  most  extraordinary  ever  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  this  Houses  wiih  an  etrnest  and 
^cioue  hope  ot  being  received  with  favor,  is  the  bill  now 
oader  debaU.  A  bill  of  no  less  a  nature^  in  niy  judgment, 
thaa  one  calculated,  ii  passed^  to  obliterato  some  oi  the 
hrightssl  featuiea  in  our  constitution ;  ta  amiul  in  its  oper« 
ttioQ  almoet  all  the  statutes  which  so  carefully  guard  the 
mode  of  receiving  and  disbursing  the  public  rsvenuea ;  in 
oaeword*  a  bill  to  take  from  the- representativee  of  th«« 
psople  aU  eupervision  and  control  of  the  public,  moneye^ 
and  to  pkee  in  the  Exeentive  hand,  which  now  heacen*- 
trol  over  the  army  and  the  navy,  the  appointment  of  an 
almeet  illimitable  number  of  public  ofiicers,  and-  has  oem- 
mand  of  Uie  militia  when  in  the  actual  service  of  the  l/ni-- 
ted  Sfsfes'  to  place  in  the- same  hand,  to  receive*  and  to 
pay  out,  without  scarcely  a  check  or  restraint,  allthe  pob« 
tie  money  of  the  nation. 

The  request  from  the  Szecutive  to  be  possessed  of  su<dk 
delicate  and  enormous  power  greatly  eurpriaed  roe  ;  to  find 
the  repreeentatives  of  sovereign  States  tamely  aoqnieseing^ 
completely  astonished  me ;  to  find  it  advocated  on'  tl^< 
floor  by  sanm  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  who, 
uoder  Uie  constitution^  are  the  purse-creating  and  the 
puna-holding  power,  haa  awakened  into  alarm- eveiyhkk- 
den  apprehension  of  my  mind. 

M'hat  proofo  of  superior  knowledge  and  superior  useful- 
ness has  the  Executive  given,  to  wtrraat  a'surrender  of 
power  to  ile  diaeretion  !  Has  -it  shown,  firem  Che  pmdeiK 
exercise  of  powem  delega'cd  toil  by  the  constitution  and 
the  lawF,  that,  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation^  its' 
powsre  ahenld  be  aatplified  and  new  authorities  detegnted  1 
That,  to  promote  the  inteieet  of  the  people^  you  must  aban-^ 
don  your  truat  and  your  duty»  and  give  almost  unlimited 
di«crction  to  the  Executive  willl  That  the  Executive 
will  better  adminietoryonr  duties  than  the  conjoint  wisdom- 
of  the  lapnaentatives  of  the  people  1  Or  does  the  Presi- 
dent even  place  his  request  upon  the  pretext  that,  by  your 
surrendecing'  into  bb  hands  alt  control  over  the  money  of 
the  people,  it  will  give  them  relief  in  their  present  distreM, 
and  equali»  the  excbanges  and  currency  of  the  country  1 
Even  thia  plausible  argument  is  not  ofif  red»  but  is  dis- 
tinctly repudiated  in  the  Executive  inesfage.  No  argu- 
ment of  this  sort  is  ofiered ;  and  yet  you  are  asked  to  make 
the  aarrender  aimply  to  gratify  the  executive  •  plesaufe. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  not  oare  how  strong  the  rea- 
sons might  be  that  could  bo  assigiied;  if  they  «e9  ton 
times  as  atrong  as  any  I  could  imagine,  I  never  can  ba 
guilty  of  violating,  by  voting  for  such  a  measare,  the  whole 
genina  and  eptrit  of  the  constilution-^tha  essence  of  every 
repoblicao  censlitutioa  in  every  repreBema>i«e  Government. 
8-}  fkr  from  the  Rxe«^utive  ex bibiting  superior  segacity  and 
pmdenee  in  regulating  the  financial  operationa  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  has  shown  itself  most  culpably  ineOcieni  to 
discharge  the  dutiea  required  by  the  existing  lawa^  and 
tboaa  which  it  haa  asaomed,  in  violation  of  both  law  and 
uaage.  I  have  not  even  a  shadow  of  doubt  in  my  mind, 
that  all  the  aaabarfasemento  in  our  eonntryr  in  the  curren- 
rj^  aiid  in  businesa  of  every  kind,  am  in  a  chief  degiM 
dmrgeabie  to  the  JSxeeotiva-of  the  last  four  yearn. 

Ta.justil^'tliin  nttsigiKiQOf  I  •»  conslniMd  to  fdlnde 


briefly  to  the  past,  but  shall  take  only  a  rapid  ghoee  at 
drcuaistmioes  Ibat  have  transpired,  as  that  grouild  hae 
been  most  ably  ooeapied  by  membere  who  hnve  preceded 
me  in  this'  debato^  When,  Mr.  Chainnan,  did  any  coun- 
try present  as  grant  a  degree  of  prosperi^  as  this  nation 
did  at  the  time  that  Getoeral  Jadmon  commenced  hie  un- 
relenting^ hoMiltty  to  the  lato  Bank  of  the  UnitM  States! 
What  country  un  earth  poatesaed  a  better  eonetacy  tbaii 
thia  did  at  that  time?  What  country  aflfordefl  each  are* 
dnced  rato  of  exchanges  I  Where  WaS'  labor  better  re^- 
warded?  Where- wee  industry  better  recampenaedl  Search 
the  inhabitable  glebe  fi>r  a  parallel,  and  you  will  search  in 
vain.  Where  was  an  inetitutien  better  orsantacd  and  eon* 
dacted,  and  iti  paper  more  reiidily  received  in  every  part 
ai  the  United  Stotos,  if  not  in  tfvety  part  of  the  world,  by 
people  of  every  pursuit,  from  the  centre  to  the  rtitaoteet 
bonlersr  of  tha  Union,  than  the  paper  of  tfae^  Bbmk  of  the- 
United  Slafael  It  had  lealixed  mora  than  had  been  pre- 
dicted by  its  moat  ardent  advocatee  in  18 18.  it  had  be^ 
chieiy  inetnimental  in  effecting  and  nmintaining,  for  near* 
ly  twemy  yaen«^>  #hat  I-ngard  Urbe^tbogieat  dariderattum* 
ic  al  country  where  agriculture^  pianting;  aanofyBtttres^- 
and-  osknmerce  lean  npon  and  support  elK;h  other>-^a' con- 
vertiblr paper  eunenef-^bank  paper  cenvi^rtsd' at  the  will 
of  the  hoMer  into  geld  and  stiver.  Such  was  the:  statr  of 
the  cnrmncy  four  years'  ago.  Bank  paper  was  not  only 
cenvertiUe  into  silver  at  the  conriter  of  the  bank  that  i»^ 
sneil  it,  but  whS'  convertible  everyiwhere  in  tUeridtarfor  at* 
thia  coontars  of  retail  mefchantoi  who  wehi  alwayfe  glad  to 
exohanga  thiir  atWer  fo#  bank  noles^  which  better  suited 
the•^  pnrpbsea  for  transmission.  Peace  and  plenty  glad-- 
dened  the  whole  land ;  intent  and-cheerfoinesrwere  found" 
in  the  nfeOst  btomble  cottage  as  well  aa  in  the  move  costly 
edifice;  a  prospect  of  universal  proaperity  waa  then  pre- 
stoted,  on  which  the 'mind  loved  to  dwell.  I  will  not  ext* 
patiato  a^pon  il,  but  cantent  myetelf  with  a  sitnpfe  narra- 
tion. 

General  Jaekeon,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  un- 
pntalieied  popalarity,  bad  foreed,  by.  hiaayinem'ot  proeerip* 
tioB,  meet  of  the  ofiioeta  of  tlie>  Government  to  become' 
political  pailisans.  To  be  an  active  partisan^  to  gain  piU' 
feement,  waa  aeifie am^fun  arith  him.  The  plvlitical  ar- 
mor vras  put  on^  aud  each  saw  written  onr  it,  **  thia>is  ther 
road  to  Bysantian. "  The*  president  of  a  northern  branch 
of  the  United  Btatea  Bank  had-  dbpleased  some  active  par* 
tienn,  and  tlto  radher  bank  refuaed  todiamiaatbe  honest 
and  independent  heid  of  the  braoeh ;  that  partiaan  infused 
the  venom  of  hie  ieelinga  into  the  boeem  of  General  Jack* 
son.  Threat  afWr  threat  waa  made,  in  the  FreaidentV 
meaatgee,  against  the  United  Siatee  Bank.  A  better  ciir- 
rency  waa  pnMnisftI  the  people,  if  they  woaM  unite  with- 
the  Execotrve  in  destroying  that  inatitotion.  That  prom- 
iae-faad  a  ehaem  in  it,  aa  alf  persons  era  anxious  to  lietter 
their  oondition;  and  all  believe,'  however  prosperous,  that 
their  enndition  can  be  improved.  BiK  stiH  an  honeat  and 
upright  Congress  refused  to  lend  itself  to  the  malignant 
porpoass  of  the  Exeeutiva,  or  to  g^tify  \)^  splenetic  wiH. 
Congreaa  waein  favor  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  bank. 
The  Bxaeativa  veto  nullified'  tlia  will  ef  the  repeesitntativea 
of  the  Sitatea  ahd  the  people^  Congraae  refueed  to  gratify 
the  wHl  of  the  Exeeutiva  in  ordering  the  Oovevnmmit  de« 
poaitfes  to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  UnitbdiStatea, 
wheia  the-  law!  had  pfaned'  them;  but  he,  with  rothiees 
hand,  seised  npon  the  public  treasure,  as  C«sar  had  donc^ 
b^po  him^  and  patceMad  out  tho'  money  of  the  penple 
among  a-bostiof  State  fnatltutions,  whkh  he  now  tostifiee' 
are  the  meat  unprincipled  and  profligate  in  the'aiinals  of' 
histniy.  \ 

Theaa  faistituttont*  were  urged'  by  the  Secretef^  of  the- 
Treaanry  to  diacoont  most  llbrrally  upon  the  depesitee  of 
the  Gavanment;  and  as  slaves  alwaya  most  rsadily  obey 
the  iirm  unhie^of  mmmmmm^,  they •nm.  only  diaoMintad 
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paper  offered  to  them,  but  in  many  caaee  invited  coatom- 
era.  Congreaa  altered  the  atandard  of  gold,  and  redaoed 
iu  value.  (I  rejoice  that  I  had  the  honor  to  vote  againat 
that  bill.)  Europeans  aent  their  gold  here  to  be  coined, 
and  then  ordered  it  home  again.  The  Neapoliian  and 
French  indemnitiea  were  adjusted,  and  imported  in  gold. 
Tbia  was  hailed  aa  the  millennium  of  the  golden  age,  and 
Genetal  Jackson  waa  told  by  his  flatterers,  and  believed  it, 
that  he  had  at  last  discovered  the  Philosopher's  stone. 
Jaundiced-eyed  and  near-sighted  politicinns,  whose  minds 
cannot  realise  canaea  and  effects,  or  discriminate  fictitious 
from  true  and  abiding  causes,  thought  that  they  had  really 
worked  a  apecie  miracle;  and  the  General  himself  read  his 
vsledictory,  ''still  harping*'  on  the  monster  bank,  and  con- 
gratulating himself  and  the  country  on  the  experiment 
which  he  had  tried  in  his  humble  efforts  to  improve,  as  he 
aaid  he  had,  the  currency  of  our  country.  But  I  am  faat 
in  my  chroiiology;  there  is  one  other  remarkable  event 
which  I  wish  to  allude  to.  Before  Ovneral  Jackson  re- 
tind  from  office,  a  distinguished  8eoator,  who  had  aided 
much  in  building  up  the  golden  image  which  be  wished  all 
to  fall  down  and  worahip,  made  a  political  prediction,  that, 
if  the  people  of  the  West  would  co-operate  with  him  in 
destroying  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  would  see, 
in  violation  of  all  tho  laws  which  govern  fluids  or  solids, 
gold  flow  up  the  Mississippi.  I'hey  believed,  and  looked 
with  anzioua  hope,  but  looked  in  vain.  He  conceived  the 
expedient  whilst  Congms  was  in  session,  but  revealed  it 
perhaps  to  fsw— lingered  until  Congress  had  adjourned, 
and  then,  ''solitary  and  alone^*'  he  thought  he  would  set 
the  golden  stream  in  motion.  Congress  ordered  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie- pay- 
ing banks  and  gold  or  silver  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
The  alehymical  operation  was  to  be  effected  by  a  disregard 
of  the  law,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  was  ordered 
to  issue  his  famoua  proclamation,  demanding  nothing  but 
gold  or  silver  for  public  lands.  The  prediction  was  real- 
ised :  gold  and  silver  flowed  up  the  valley  and  over  the 
-  mounuina,  but  flowed  in  steamboats  and  in  siagea— flowed 
to  the  land  ofiioes  and  to  the  banks  of  deposhe,  but  never 
into  the  pockets  of  the  working  people  of  the  West. 

This  last  act  broke  the  glittering  dream,  and  the  veil  of 
Mokanna  fell  to  the  ground.  Convertible  paper  and  gold 
wef«  no  longer  synonymous;  Government,  which  should 
have  been  the  last,  was  the  first  to  make  the  distinction. 
Gold  and  ailver  were  at  once  more  valuable— for  the  article 
most  in  demand  in  this  country  is  land  ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  the  largest  (because  it  is  the  greatest  proprietor) 
and  cheapest  seller,  and  can  control  the  market  value. 
Thousands  daily  purchased  public  land,  and  of  course  thou- 
sands were  forced  to  procure  specie.  It  soon  became  an 
article  of  merchandise,  to  be  bought  in  the  market,  rather 
than  a  medium  of  exohange.  The  banks  found  their  paper 
returned  upon  them,  and  their  apecie  almost  exhausted, 
and  wisely  suspended  specie  piiyments ;  and  the  deposita 
banks  were  the  very  first  to  aet  the  example.  Confidence 
became  impaired ;  the  bonks  had  been  pressed  by  those  who 
held  their  notes,  and  they,  in  turn,  called  on  their  debtors, 
and  the  debtors  of  the  banks  called  on  all  who  owed  them ; 
thua  the  pressure  passed  the  whole  round  of  the  circle  of 
trade  and  business.  Panic,  dismay,  confusion,  and  bank- 
ruptcy, followed  in  quick  and  fiital  eocceaaion.  The  Gov- 
ernment could  not  escape  the  consequences  of  its  measures, 
and  suspended  specie  payments. 

The  lest  Congrees,  foreseeing  the  evil  consequences  of 
the  specie  circular  of  the  Treasury  Department,  passed  a 
Mil  rescinding  that  order.  General  Jackson  treated  it  with 
contempt,  placed  it  in  his  pocket,  and  retired  to  the  Her- 
mitage, denouncing  the  ioaolence  uf  Congress  in  aending 
a  bill  to  him  which  questioned  the  wisdom  of  any  measure 
which  he  had  orderefU  Mr.  Van  Bnien,  who  eucoeeded 
to  the  Pitatdeocyf  was  nrgad  meat  eamaatly  to  xuadnil  that 


circular,  but  he  refused.  When  he  saw,  as  he  ought  to 
have  seen,  its  evil  tendency,  he  should  have  yielded  to  the 
counsel  of  honest  and  practical  men.  I  will  here  say  that, 
whilst  I  believe  that  the  evils  of  that  measure  might  have 
been  in  some  degree  softened  if  Mr.  Van  Burcn  had  re- 
acinded  the  order  after  the  fourth  of  March,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  have  prevented  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments :  it  would  have  changed  the  direction  of  that  sus- 
pension ;  much  of  the  silver  would  have  been  drawn  from 
the  Weat  to  the  Atlantic  and  to  the  Southern  ritiea,  and 
would  have,  in  aome  degree,  relieved  them ;  but  that  would 
have  forced  a  auspension  of  apecie  payments  by  the  West' 
ern  and  Southwestern  banks,  which  would  have  been 
quickly  followed  by  the  banks  of  the  commercial  and  large 
cities.  When  silver  is  at  a  premium,  il  is  impossible,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  for  the  paper  of  any  bank  to  remain 
long  in  circulation,  or  for  any  bank  to  throw  out  its  psper 
to  any  useful  extent  to  the  people,  and  redeem  it  with  the 
precious  metals. 

From  this  train  of  measures  and  cireumstanoes  I  truce 
the  causes  of  Hie  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  all  the 
banks,  the  great  confusion  and  embarrassment  in  busineas 
of  every  kind,  the  distresses  and  bankruptcies  which  oc- 
curred, and  the  confusion  which  has  overwhelmed  both  the 
people  and  the  Government.  From  such  roessures  you 
can  trace  consequences,  with  the  same  unerring  accuracy 
as  the  human  eye  can  mark  the  path  of  the  deaohitin^ 
whirlwind. 

Amid. this  disastrous  crisis,  the  President  issued  his  pro- 
clamation convening  Congress,  which  he  bed  positively 
refused  to  do  a  few  weeks  before.  We  assembled,  some 
of  us  with  hope,  some  with  apprehension,  though  all 
equally  anxious  to  know  what  measures  would  be  recom- 
mended, and  what  position  the  Executive  would  assume. 
Some  thought  that  the  President  would  recommend  the 
sob-Treasury  system ;  others,  a  retrial  of  the  State  banka; 
whilst  others  hoped,  at  least  I  did,  that  he  w<nild  throw 
himself  upon  the  advice  of  Congresa.  This  was  really  my 
belief,  as  well  as  my  hope.  His  appointment  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett at  the  head  of  the  War  Department  had  Inspired  me 
with  some  hope  of  better  things.  No  man,  save  one,  who 
bad  been  born  either  south  or  west  of  Pennsylvania  held  a 
place  in  the  cabinet.  And  the  appointment  of  a  second^ 
and  one  so  highly  worthy  and  eminently  qualified,  was,  I 
thought,  the  harbinger  of  some  salutary  changes.  So  finst- 
rate  men  are  in  ofliicB,  I  care  not  from  what  quarter  they 
are  taken,  or  where  may  be  their  birth-place.  But  I  do 
maintain  that  every  prominent  place  should  be  filled  by 
high-minded  and  efficient  gentlemen,  who  understand  their 
duties,  and  are  prompt  to  dischaige  them.  I  came  here 
with  no  pledged  hostility  to  his  administration,  and,  per- 
sonally, I  had  a  very  high  regard  for  the  President  My 
situation  here  is  peculiar.  I  have  been  elected  by  the  aid 
of  both  parties.  If  I  were  to  consult  the  feelings  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  persons  who  voted  for  me,  rather  than  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  district,  I  would 
pause  in  my  course.  But,  when  entrusted  with  a  public 
duty,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  be  governed  by  feelings  of 
peraonal  predilection  or  antipathy.  I  feel  bound  to  take  a 
more  expansive  view  of  the  whole  district  and  the  nation. 

When  we  assembled  here,  speculation  was  at  once  hushed 
by  the  recei(>t  of  the  President's  message ;  and  I  muat  con- 
fess I  was  greatly  disappointed.  I  had  read  his  famous  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  in  which  he  considered  the 
State  banka  as  Government  depositf>ries,  and  said  how  ad- 
mirably the  system  worked— where  he  denounceil  the  Uni> 
ted  States  Bank,  and  promised  to  tread  in  th«  footateps  of 
his  illustrious  predecessor.  I  thought  all  this  was  the  mere 
electioneering  language  of  the  day,  and  that,  when  onre  in 
office,  he  weuld  make  bimaelf  the  President  of  the  pe<»plc» 
and  not  of  a  party.  All  my  expectationa  were  disappoint- 
ed  5  for  almost  the  first  thing  he  informed  the  repreaenta- 
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titei  of  die  people  whom  he  had  called  together — who  as- 
Mrobled  here  fresh  and  warm  from  the  midst  of  the  peo- 
ples-was, that  if  they  should  dare  to  pass  a  bill  to  establish 
I  bank  of  the  United  States,  he  would  be  a  lion  in  their 
ptth ;  that  he  was  armed  with  a  veto  power,  and  would  as- 
suredly use  it.  buch  language  is  unprecedented  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  or  any  other  country.  The  President,  in  his 
inaugural  address,  informed  the  people  that  if  a  particular 
measure  should  be  passed  by  Congress,  he  would  use  the 
Teto.  I  thought  that  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for,  but 
(apposed  it  was  designed  for  Southern  effect.  A  veto  in 
that  case  would  be  unneceffsary;  nor  did  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
or  any  one  else,  suppose  that  he  would  ever  be  called  on  to 
redeem  his  pledge;  for,  Mr.  Chairman,  whenever  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  shall  so  far  forget  their  compact 
with  Maryland  as  to  violate  private  property  in  the  District 
of  Colombia,  your  jurisdiction  will  end,  and  that  of  Mary- 
hiid  will  begin,  over  all  that  oart  of  the  ten  miles  square 
Doith  of  the  southern  bank  or  the  Potomac  river.  I  may 
P>  farther :  that  moment  this  House  shall  contain  a  major- 
ity of  membens  who  will  be  so  reckless  as  to  vote  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  annun- 
dation  of  that  majority  by  the  Chair  will  be  the  sounding 
t)f  the  deaih- knell  of  the  Union. 

Before  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  six  months  in  ofllce,  before  a 
single  bill  or  resohition  has  been  sent  to  him  for  his  signa- 
ture, he  has  voluntarily,  gratoitoosly,  stepped  out  of  the 
line  of  his  duty,  to  inform  Congress  that  upon  at  least  two 
measures  he  will  use  his  veto.  I  have  an  hostility  to  the 
teto  power,  and  can  never  be  reconciled  to  its  use.  The 
ffimers  of  our  constitution  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Exerative,  under  the  fallacious  belief  that  it  is  the  weakest 
of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  Government.  Sir,  the  fra- 
niers  of  the  constitution  and  the  authors  of  the  Federalist 
were  mistaken.  The  Executive  is  more  powerful  than  all 
the  other  branebes  put  together.  All  power  is  fast  consol- 
idating in  the  Executive  hands ;  and  the  Executive  history 
of  the  last  four  years  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  remark  with- 
out any  proof.  They  thought  it  harmless,  because  they 
foumf  it  obsolete  in  England,  though  existing  in  the  Eiig- 
Kah  constitution. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  the  last  in  the 
world  which  should  tolerate  the  veto  power.  There  may 
be  some  plausdbility  for  it  in  the  State  constitutions,  which 
ieenre  to  the  people  the  right  to  elect  both  branches  of  the 
Legkriatore ;  for  there  both  branches  may  be  mbved,  in  a 
greater  or  leas  degree,  by  the  same  commotion  or  popular 
impulse.  Bat  even  in  the  constitution  of  my  own  State, 
where  the  Senate  is  not  elected  by  the  people,  the  Execu- 
tive is  denied  the  vet«i  power ;  the  constitution  says  the 
Governor  akail  sign  the  laws.  And  it  has  been  judicially 
decided  by  oar  highest  courts,  that  laws  which  have  passed 
the  General  Assembly,  or  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
are  valid  without  the  signature  of  the  Governor.  And  that 
is  almost  the  only  feature  in  the  Maryland  constitution 
which,  I  think,  could  not  be  changed  fur  the  better.  And 
in  the  Federal  Government,  also,  every  useful  caution  ex- 
ists ui  framing  laws,  without  the  existence  of  the  oppres- 
sive veto  power  in  the  Executive.  In  our  Government, 
part  repreeentative,  part  coafederadve,  no  law  can  be  enact- 
ed wjthoat  its  first  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people ;  or,  in  other  words,  a  miijority  of  the 
people  in  their  aggregate  capacity,  without  distinction  of 
^^tes,  control  in  this  House.  In  the  confederate  branch, 
where  the  sovereign  State*  are  equal,  a  majority  of  those 
Slates  must  give,  sanction  to  every  bill.  What  greater 
safeguard  can  there  be  to  liberty  than  to  require  first  the 
concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  then  a  ma- 
jority of  the  States,  to  every  measure  of  public  utility  ? 
Every  restraint  beyond  this  is  actual,  real  oppression.  I 
regard  the  abase  of  delegated  power  to  be  as  obnoxious  to 
censure  as  the  asarpation  of  power.     And  an  Executive 


places  itself  within  the  range  of  that  censure,  when  it  ar- 
rogantly uses,  or  presumptuously  threatens,  the  veto.  It 
is  to  awe  free  and  fearless  deliberation,  by  suspending  the 
sword  of  Damocles  over  the  heads  of  nervous  politicians,  in 
this  hall  or  the  other. 

Historians  inform  us  that,  with  all  his  vices,  *<Nero 
never  attempted  any  thing  against  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Senate." 

Marcus  Aurelius,  though  armed  with  the  imperial  tribu- 
nitian  (or  veto)  prerogative,  said,  in  alluding  to  tbe  Senate, 
"It  is  more  proper  that  I  should  submit  to  the  opinion  of 
so  many  and  such  friends,  than  that  so  many  and  such 
friends  should  follow  my  will." 

An  able  writer  says,  **  It  was  by  adding  the  tribunitian 
power  (intercedare  vetare)  to  the  military,  in  their  own 
persons,  that  the  Roman  Emperors  consummated  the  ruin 
of  the  republic."  "It  was  by  this  mode,*'  says  Tacitus, 
"that  Augustus  found  means,  without  the  name  of  King 
or  Dictator,  to  make  himself  superior  to  the  legislative  and 
executive  powers  of  the  commonwealth." 

If  the  Romans  lost  their  liberty  by  the  union  of  the  mil- 
itary and  the  veto  power  in  tbe  same  hands,  how  can  it  be 
preserved  in  this  nation,  when  you  unite  in  tbe  same  bands, 
whicli  have  now  the  military  and  veto,  the  power  of  the 
purse,  which  you  propose  to  do  by  the  bill  now  on  your 
table? — ^a  power  which  Augustus  never  possessed. 

But  in  these  modem  days,  a  President  is  called  a  Roman 
patriot,  who  freely  uses  this  detested  instrument  of  tyran- 
ny; though  Pliny  boasts,  In  panegyrizing  Trajan,  **that 
the  Emperor  never  allowed  himself  to  annul  or  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  Senate's  decrees." 

I  will  not  longer  dwell  on  this  subject  than  to  say  that, 
as  it  was  by  the  use  of  the  veto  that  Louis  XVI  lo^t  his 
head — so  may  the  next  American  who  shall  use  it  lose  his 
personal  popularity. 

But  the  President  has  thought  fit  Ui  read  to  Congress  a 
lecture  upon  constitutional  law,  and  gravely  tells  us  that  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  unconstitutional.  Yes, 
sir,  he  would  lain  convince  us  that  the  constitution  was  in 
his  keeping,  and  that  he  will  not  let  the  rude  hands  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  profane  it.  Mr.  Chairman, 
how  much  crime  has  been  committed,  how  much  blood 
has  been  shed,  by  fanaticism,  under  the  pretext  of  serving 
the  cause  of  religion  1  How  much  usurpation  and  tyran- 
ny have  been  practised,  upon  the  pretence  of  saving  the 
constitution  and  serving  the  people?  Let  histoty  answer— 
for  every  volume  can  answer,  from  the  creation  of  the  wotjd 
to  the  present  moment.  Who  is  this  mighty  expounder  of 
tbe  constitution  ?  Is  he  the  the  venerable  and  glorious 
man  who  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  convention 
that  formed  that  sacred  instrument  ?  Or  is  he  the  wise  and 
distinguished  individual  whose  pen  gave  it  form  and  pro- 
portion, and  who  has  been  emphatically  called  the  Father 
of  the  constitution  ?  No,  sir,  he  is  not.  But  he  is  Martin 
Van  Buren,  of  Kinderhook.  The  same  individual  who  in- 
formed the  nation  in  his  inaugural  address,  on  the  e|st 
fiont  of  the  Capitol,  that  he  was  the  first  President  elected 
who  had  not  participated  in  the  patriotic  straggles  of  the 
Revolution;  who  thought  it  proper  to  say,  for  the  inform- 
ation, perhaps,  of  the  ladies  present,  that  he  was  bom  since 
those  ancient  days.  He  is  the  first  and  chief  of  the  mod- 
ern expounders  of  the  constitution.  Yes,  sir,  even  Amos 
Kendall,  an  officer,  not  of  the  constitution,  but  of  the  law, 
says  that  he  is  a  limb-^yes,  sir!  -the  right  arm,  I  suppose — 
of  the  Executive  body,  and  has  dared  to  read  a  homily  to 
the  courts  upon  their  duties  and  the  constitution.  It  is 
lime,  for  the  dignity  of  this  House  and  tbe  nation,  that 
such  insolence  and  effrontery  should  be  frowned  down,  if 
not  punished.  But  I  will  leave  these  distinguished  per- 
sonages for  a  moment,  and  allude  to  others.  There  is 
another  class  of  politicisns  in  this  House,  who  have  been 
thrown  into  ecstacies  because  Mr.  Van  Baron  says  that,  as 
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he  construes  the  constU.ution,  Congress  cfionot  create  a 
United  Staler  bank.  They  call  them/selvos  the  true  State 
right*  Old  Dominion  repuhlican  democrats  of  the  Jeflferso- 
nian  school,  and  quote  the  name  of  that  patriot,  for  every 
purpose,  numlMsrless  times,  in  every  speech  with  which 
they  (avor  this  Houife.  My  mind  is  in  doubt  whether  such 
diijplays  should  be  treated  gravely  or  lightly.  Gentlemen 
seem  to  speak  as  if  no  one  had  read  and  understood  Mr. 
Jefferson's  writings  but  themselves,  and  quote  slips  from, 
and  fragments  of,  his  letters  written  some  fifty  years  ago, 
before  the  existence  of  a  United  States  bank.  I  have  been 
amused  to  see  the  dreadful  warfare  of  words  carried  on 
among  those  Southern  State  rights  politicians,  who  dis- 
pute upon  subtleties  too  refined  to  be  perceived  by  my 
mental  vision.  One  descants  upon  constitutional  law,  and 
all  eagerly  listen,  in  hope  to  hear  some  idea  which  may  im- 
pinge agaiuFt  something  which  Mr.  Jefi^rson  may  have  loose- 
ly written  or  said,  believing  it  will  be  his  political  destruc- 
tion at  home.  Quick  as  thought,  a  messenger  is  sent  to  the 
library  to  produce  a  letter  or  conversation  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
The  orator  enda,  and  another  begins  ^ith  anticipated  vic- 
tory joyously  illumining  his  features,  and  his  Southern 
friend  is  handled  without  gloves  or  mercy.  But  with  that 
propensity  for  lung  speaking  which  is  so  remarkable  in  the 
South,  where  all  are  imaginative  children  of  the  Sun,  and 
where  all  possess  the  eopia  verborum  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, he  soon  runs  foul  of  some  other  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, on  some  other  and  foreign  subject.  Yes,  and  an- 
other more  Mercury-footed  page  is  posted,  to  tell  the  first 
to  be  swift.  Then  another  State  rights  Jeffersonian  Old 
Dominion  true  republican  democrat  rises,  and,  with  the 
merciless  vengeance  of  a  Samson,  he  routs  and  vanquishes 
the  political  Philistines  before  him,  behind  him,  and  around 
him,  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons.  These  gentlemen  regard 
it  high  treason,  verily,  to  differ  in  the  minutest  particular 
from  Mr.  Jefferson.  What  a  bombastic  Englishman  oii<'e 
said  of  Homer,  they  think  true  of  Jefferson  : 

"  Read  Homer  once,  and  you  can  rsfid  no  more, 
For  all  books  else  appear  so  mean,  so  poor, 
Verse  will  seem  prnie ;  bui  stilt  peaisi  aad  tmd, 
Aajd  Hov^v  will  be  all  Uie  books  you  need.'  * 
Th/ay  regard  it  hercay,  beyond  the  benefit  of  clergy,  if 
Viy  maA  dare  apeidc,  think*  or  breathe^  without  producing 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Jeflbr^on ;  and  he  ia  read  ont  of  the 
State  rights  paxty.  They  call  to  my  mind  an  anecdote 
which  oiQCurred  in  ray  own  Slate  on  the  death  of  Alexander 
Hamilton*  in  Uie  be«l  days  of  Maryland  hospitality,  before 
sha  was  governed  4a  she  now  is,  by  uncles  and  aunts,  who 
ve  ail  united  by  either  affinity  ojr  propinquity,  who  fill  all 
places,  and  hoM  the  reins  of  government  in  their  feeble 
and  efleminate  grasp — for  Maryland  is  pretty  much  like  the 
rest  of  the  SoiMhem  States.  They  have  all  been,  for  the 
last  ten  yeare,  like^  so  nu^ny  barrels  of  frosseq  cidei— the 
spirit  has  not  eecaped,  but  it  has  become  concentrated; 
some  of  tbeoi  now  show  signs  of  reanimation,  ajid  eliven- 
ing  feelings  are  beginning  to  pervade  them ;  and  we  nfiay 
hope  that  even  '<  Rip  Van  Winkle"  (North  Carolina)  wiil 
in  time  open  his  wondering  eyes.  But  to  my  anecdote. 
The  news  reached  a  coterie  of  thorongh-going  federalists, 
who  were  dining  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  where 
wine  and  wit  were  flowing  in  equal  streams;  all  expressed 
in  general  exclamation  their  bitter  sorrow  ;  all,  save  one, 
became  eanieat  and  eloquent  in  speaking  of  the  powers  of 
that  great  luan's  mind — of  the  great  services  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  coiintry,  and  the  heavy  loss  which  the^  nation 
had  suatained,  and  bow  much  they  lamented  it.  At  length, 
Thomas  Bailey,  the  brother  of  the  Attorney  General  of 
Maryland,  who  was  i^markable  for  a  high  order  of  intellect, 
when  he  would  venture  to  exercise  it,  setting  down  his 
enypty  wine-glassy  said  to  his  bevy  of  friends,  that  he  had 
listened  to  the  expreasiona  of  g^ef  which  the  sad  news  had 
caUed  from  theoii  but  he  felt  that  his  grief  was  greater  than 
theirs,  because  his  loss  was  greater  in  the  death  of  Hamil- 


ton ;  for  as  long  as  Hamilton  lived  (said  he)  he  had  never 
been  put  to  the  labor  and  trouble  of  investigating  qneetiuns 
for  himself,  and  that,  as  Hamilton  was  dead,  he  now,  alas, 
would  be  forced  to  the  dire  necessity  of  thinking  for  him- 
self. 

I  could  but  think,  since  this  discussion  has  commenced^ 
if  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  left  behind  him  some  two  volumes 
of  State  Papes,  one  volume  of  Correspondence,  and  hia 
Notes  on  Virginia^  how  awfully  annoyed  some  of  the  Vir- 
ginia politicians  would  be,  if  driven,  like  Turn  Btiley,  to 
think  for  themselves.  What  would  these  gentlemen  do  if 
the  point  cTappui  of  their  political  lever  were  destroyed  ? 

An  able  member  from  Virginia  informed  ua^  last  nighty 
that  he  considered  Mr.  Jefferaon  the  polar  star  that  directed 
his  course.  Suppose  we  draw  imagination  from  around 
the  figure,  and  examine  it  by  the  test  of  real  life.  Will  a 
traveller  always  keep  his  eye  on  the  polar  starl  If  he 
should  direct  his  gaze  continually  that  way  in  his  journey, 
he  will  ffoon  find  that  furs  would  add  to  his  comfort ;  ha 
would  next  find  that  the  white  bear  and  the  wandering  In- 
dian would  be  the  only  living  thin^  about  him ;  and  the  next 
step  he  would  find  himself  plunrmg  into  Symraes's  arctic 
hole.  Will  the  prudent  and  skilful  mariner  look  alane  at 
the  north  star,  in  directing  his  vessers  way  over  the  tjwsk* 
less  ocean  ?  At  times  he  is  forced  to  look  9t  other  fixed  if 
less  beautiful  luminaries,  and  finds  them  equally  true  and 
useful.  Yes,  sir,  astronomy  and  navigation  teach  him  to 
point  his  glass,  at  times,  to  all  the  bright  stars  in  the  lodiMC, 
and  the  power  of  human  reason  makes  them  auhservient  to 
its  eontrol. 

So  I  should  fain  think  the  practical  American  statesman 
should  view  every  star  in  the  firaoiainent,  or,  to  quit  the 
figure,  should  read  all  that  haa  been  written  by  tKe  wiss 
and  the  good,  and  then  dare  to  think  for  hinuelf. 

When  Jefferson  embarked  in  the  glorious  canaa  of  ihm 
Revolution,  did  he  take  Solon  or  Lycurgus,  Sidney  or 
Hampden,  for  his  model  of  greatness  ?  Did  he  take  Loek* 
or  Milton  as  the  toxt-books  of  his  creed  1  No,  sir,  fa«  did 
not.  He  read  all  that  patriots  had  written ;  he  reaid  deep- 
ly the  volumes  of  human  nature :  and  then,  sir,  he  dipped 
his  pen  into  his  own  mind,  and  wrote  the  immortal  Pecln- 
ration  of  Imjbpendence.  He  had  no  model ;  daring  to 
think  and  to  act  for  himself,  he  made  himself  great  as  he 
was. 

We  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  ;  and  I  am  unwilling,  as  an  American  citizen,  to  ait 
silently  and  hear  Mr.  Je&raon's  name  quoted,  to  e^ect 
every  narrow  and  selfish  purpose.  His  fame  is  the  prop. 
erty  of  the  whole  nation,  ami  is  not  placed  in  the  hands  ol 
a  few  Southern  politicians.  Mr.  Jeifieraon  had  f«uUe,  a« 
all  men  have ;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  man  of  enlarged 
and  expansive  mind.  And  if  any  supernatural  power  coom 
resuscitate  his  body  with  the  magic  wand  of  one  of  old,  ee 
we  read  in  solemn  history,  and  present  him  living  before 
ua,  he  would  rebuke  his  friends  for  using  bis  nante,.  aa  it 
has  been,  on  many  occasions. 

Mr.  Jefferson  doubted,  befose  the  first  United  Staiee 
Bank  was  established,  whether  it  was  constitutional  to  es<- 
Ublish  such  an  institution.     But  did  he  adviae  Generel 
Washington  to  put  his  veto  upon  it  ?     No,  air.     He  cau- 
tions  him  against  using  the  veto — he  urges  him  to  respect. 
the  representatives  of  the  people.     This  he  did  in  the  la^^ 
sentence  of  his  letter  to  General  Washington,  in  1791. 
He  says,   *<il  must  be  added,  however,  that,  unless  tlio 
President's  mind,  on  a  view  ol  every  tiling  which  is  ur^cd 
for  and  against  this  bill,  is  tolerably  clear  that  it  ia  unaiu. 
thorized  by  the  constitution ;  if  the  pro  and  con  han^  «o 
even  as  to  balance  his  judgment,  a  just  respect  for  the  wi«. 
dom  of  the  Legislature  would  naturally  decide  the  balance 
in  favor  of  theix  opinion." 

Such  is  the  manly  language  of  a  great  mind ;  and  I  wisl^. 
for  the  interest  of  the  country^  that  his  modern  fric^s^d^ 
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knew  how  to  appreciate  it.  He  recommends  no  veto,  bu 
caations  the  Prcndent  against  it.  He  advises  the  Presi- 
dent to  respect  the  Legislatare.  This  is  the  language  of  a 
trae  democrat.  A  democrat  is  he  who  will  think  fbr  him- 
selfy  vote  for  himself,  speak  for  himself,  and  obey  the  laws 
tod  decisions  of  the  tribanals  of  the  country.  A  man  who 
pats  on  the  blind-bridle  of  party,  and  allows  himself  to  be 
caparisoned  with  party  trammeli^  is  not  a  democrat — ^he  is 
hilf  a  vassa!.  A  democrat  must  be  a  free  thinker  and  a 
free  talker— tt  free  and  fearless  political  actor. 

Whilst  Mr.  Jefferson  spoke  and  wrote  freely  his  senti- 
ments, he  knew  how  to  rnpect  the  opinions  of  others.  He 
respected  the  constitution  and  obeyed  the  laws.  When 
ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established,  he  acquies- 
ced in  dofcrence  and  with  cheerfulness.  And  in  1804, 
tfler  he  was  exalted  to  the  Presidency,  he  signed  a  biU 
iothorizing  the  bank  to  establish  branches  in  the  Tenito- 
ries.  If  he  had  not  surrendered  his  first  opinion,  he  placed 
hhttself  in  the  attitude  of  being  gnihy  of  base  perjury  in 
lanciioning  the  measure ;  and  I  would  not  venture  to  give 
utterance  to  the  opinion  f  would  entertain  of  the  man  who 
would  bring  such  a  charge  against  him. 

ft  was  but  last  night,  while  listening  lo  an  able  member 
from  ttie  Old  Dominion,  who  was  quoting  Jeffersoa  against 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  I  turned  to  a  learned 
friend  fbom  Virginia,  by  whom  I  was  sitting,  and  said  that 
/  really  believed  that,  if  Mr.  Jeflbrson  were  on  this  floor, 
and  saw  the  diatresses  of  the  country,  he  would  be  the  first 
snd  warmest  to  advocate  a  United  States  bank.  My  friend 
rtmarfced  that  I  appreciated  justly  Mr.  Jefferson's  charac- 
ter; for  ha  had  heard  a  fbw  days  ago  a  distingruished  g^en- 
tfeman,  who  was  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  assert  that 
Mr.  Jeffenon  had  said  that,  if  the  State  bank  system  was 
to  be  tolerated,  the  only  way  to  control  it,  and  to  give  a 
good  currency,  was  to  have  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
But  this  hkct  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  able  gentleman 
who  preeedad  me,  [Mr.  Popis.]  That  he  said  so,  I  have 
not  the  amallefit  doobt.  Your  Supreme  Court,  last  win- 
ter, decided  that  the  State  banks  were  constitutional. 
Then,  if  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions  are  to  be  quoted,  they 
wouM  be  in  fkvor  of  a  United  States  bank. 

But  those  very  gentlemen,  who  wish  to  chain  down  Mr. 
Jefferson's  opinions  to  the  narrowest  views  upon  all  sub- 
jects, will  find  themselves  in  an  awkward  predicament  at 
the  next  session.  I  predict,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  they  will 
then  qnote  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  greatest  latitudinarian  who 
evsr  filled  the  Presidential  chair. 

When  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
Union  shall  come  up,  as  7  expect  it  will  next  winter,  these 
gentlemen  will  quote  Mr.  Jefferson  as  a  precedent,  because 
he  recommended  the  purchase  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Jefferson  has  admitted  that  that  purchase  was  made 
vithoot  any  authority  being  given  in  the  constitution.  But 
still  he  recommended  it,  and  signed  the  bill.  Sir,  he  acted 
wisely ;  he  acted  as  a  philosophic  statesman  should  have 
aeted.  There  are  occasionally  and  rarely  groat  national 
emerfeneies  which  no  framers  of  a  constitution  can  foresee. 
Those  emergencies  must  be  met,  and  acted  upon  promptly. 
This  was  one  of  them.  In  such  a  case,  all  public  funo- 
ttonaries  are  justified  in  adapting  their  course  to  the  cir- 
cnmstances.  Whilst  they  venerate  the  consthution,  they 
are  required  by  duty  to  obey  what  must  be  the  sense,  not 
of  a  party,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  in  the  emergency,  and 
adopt  audi  measures  as  wilt  meet  the  wishes  of  the  present 
geoerationt  and  which  they  are  convinced  wiH  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  all  posterity.  Such  occurrences  are  but 
seidom  presented,  but  still  they  do  sometimes  occar.  And 
Mr.  Madison  said  truly,  in  his  able  report  upon  the  Vir- 
ginia xesohitions  of  1799,  that,  *<as  the  constitution  is 
above  the  hiw,  so  are  the  people  above  the  constitution.'* 
That  maxim  should  be  received  with  caution,  to  be  sanc- 
tioited  only  when  the  poople  desire  a  change  in  their  or- 
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ganic  law,  or  when  great  national  exigencies  arise,  such 
as  I  have  alluded  to. 

Some  of  these  Southern  constitutional  lawyers  seem  to 
revel  in  denunciations  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea—not  only  some  of  the  Virginia  politicians,  hut  the 
able  member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickeks,]  who 
sprung  into  the  front  rank  in  this  debate.  Some  new  light 
has  illumined  his  path.  I  thought,  if  any  State  in  the 
Union  had  acquiesced  in  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  South  Carolina.  If  the  peo- 
ple have  erred  in  sustaining  the  bank,  South  Carolina  has 
inculcated  that  error ;  for  alt  of  her  great  men  have  advo- 
cated it.  In  1816,  seven  out  of  eight  of  her  representatives 
voted  for  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  Yes, 
sir,  }lleaan,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Edwards,  Huger,  King, 
Lowndes,  Middleton,  Pickens,  Taylor,  and  Woodward; 
and  Mr.  Mayrant  stood  *' solitary  and  alone"  against  it. 
But  the  onward  path  of  modem  genius  can  demonstrate 
that  all  these  men  were  ignorant  of  the  constitution  and 
their  duties. 

"  We  ihlak  our  fathers  fools,  so  wfae  we  grow ; 

Our  wiser  sons,  no  doubt,  will  iMnk  ic»  so.  ** 

Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  a  Southern  fixed  star, 
has,  1^  some  inscrutable  phenomena  of  nature,  by  some 
undiseoverable  Jaw  of  attraction,  wandered  from  his  station, 
and  is  now  in  the  northern  polar  hemisphere ;  or,  rather,  is 
now  a  planet  revolving  around,  by  attraction  and  repulsion, 
the  executive  centre.  Sir,  I  grieve  at  the  sudden  transi- 
tion, because  I  like  Mr.  Calhoun  personally.  But  he  has 
made  himself  a  living  warning,  to  the  opinions  I  have  ex- 
pressed, how  dangerous  it  is  for  any  free-thinking  and  gen- 
erous man,  whether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  to  pin  his 
faith  to  the  skirts  of  any  man.  Mr.  Calhoun's  political  life 
has  been  most  strangely  erratic.  If  I  should  wish  to  find 
an  argument  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I 
would  read  his  speech  made  in  1916;  if  I  wished  to  find  a 
confirmation  of  those  opinions,  I  would  read  his  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-third  Congress ;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  against  the  bank,  I  would  read  his  recent  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-fith  Congress;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  in  favor'  of  the  tarifi*,  I  would  read  his  speech 
made  in  1816 ;  if  I  would  wish  to  find  an  argument  against 
the  tarifiT,  I  would  read  at  least  a  dozen  speeches  which  he 
has  made  within  the  last  four  years ;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  in  favor  of  forts  and  fortifications,  I  would  read 
his  report  made  when  he  was  Secretary  of  War ;  if  I  wished 
to  find  an  argument  against  forts  and  fortifications,  I  would 
read  his  speech  delivered  in  the  twenty-third  Congress;  if 
I  wished  to  gain  proof  that  he  was  friendly  to  the  tarifiT  and 
internal  improvements,  I  would  ask  for  it  from  the  genths- 
men  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago, 
urged  his  name  for  the  Presidency,  and  I  would  be  answer- 
ed that  they  urged  his  claims  because  they  thought  him 
ultra  on  those  subjects;  if  I  wished  to  find  arguments 
against  that  syst^,  they  would  be  found  in  every  speech 
which  he  has  de"  ered,  on  any  subject  whatever,  for  the 
last  six  years.  Let  the  generous  and  chivalric  young  men 
of  the  South  follow  such  a  polar  fixed  star,  and  they  will 
&id,  when  too  late  to  retrieve  their  standing  and  useful- 
ness, that  they  had  been  following  an  i^Ufaiuta,  which 
had  been  leading  them  from  swamp  to  bog,  iVom  bog  to 
glen,  from  glen  to  msrass,  and  finally  left  them  in  a  cy- 
press swamp  of  the  most  impenetrable  darkness.  He  may 
be  quoted  for  any  political  opinion,  as  a  distinguished  judge 
once  said  Croke*s  reporU  could  bo  quoted  fur  any  legal 
opinion.  I  had  rather  at  once  cut  my  political  jugular  than 
follow  such  a  star;  for,  if  I  did  not,  the  people  would  soon 
do  it  fbr  me ;  and  I  regard  suicide  preferable  to  public  ete- 
cufion.  I  was  amused  at  the  gallant  bearing  of  my  chival- 
rous friend  firom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PtcKXKS,]  when  he 
took  the  lead,  conscious  of  his  right  and  ability  to  lead,  hi 
this  debate ;  it  proved  to  my  mtml  that  his  Southern  fieeling 
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itill  animated  his  bosom.  I  thought  it  seemed  cruel,  though 
U  was  just»  when  he  required  the  Clerk,  with  his  strong 
voice,  to  read  out  the  names  of  those  who  had  voted  for 
and  against  General  Gordon's  proposition  a  few  years  ago. 
I  thought  that  that  was,  to  his  new  allies,  **  ihe  most  un- 
kindest  cut  of  all."  I  was  then  seated  in  the  chair  on  the 
Clerk's  platform,  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Wxbstsb,  [Mr.  J. 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  the  Clerk's  seat,]  philosophizing 
and  surveying  the  efiect  it  would  produce  on  many  coun- 
tenances, and  perceived,  as  some  names  were  pronounced, 
their  faces  would  crimson;  others  would  bUnch;  seme 
twisted  in  their  chairs,  whilst  others  left  the  hall,  as  old 
Proteus  once  quitted  an  unpleasant  theatrical  hall ;  whilst 
in  some  old  and  hardened  sinners,  who  had  long  and  often 
offended,  not  an  eye  would  wink,  or  a  muscle  move,  'or  a 
single  feature  change.  They  seemed  ^o  look  as  if  they, 
were  conscious  that  they  were  past  all  forgiveness,  and  had 
made  up  their  minds  tf  look  with  more  composure  upon 
their  post  acts,  than  upon  the  enormity  of  those  which 
they  fully  expected  to  perpetrate ;  whilst  I  heard,  or  thought 
I  beard,  several  voices  involuntarily  exclaim,  « expunge 
the  journal."  That  gentleman,  [Mr.  Pickbvs,]  whilst 
he  is  advocating,  in  his  able  speeches.  State  rights,  is  at 
the  same  time,  supporting  a  measure  which  is  the  very  de- 
finition of  consolidation.  The  whole  reasoning  amounU  to 
this :  because  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  establish  a 
bank,  therefore  Congress  must  surreniler  into  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  all  power  over  the  public  money. 

Whilst  I  regard  a  Virginian  or  South  Carolinian,  who 
will  act  upon  the  principles  of  his  ancestors,  and  dare  think 
for  himself,  as  one  of  the  noblest  beings  in  creation,  I  re- 
gard that  different  Lilliputian  race,  who  are  seven-month's 
children,  always  talking  about  the  constitution,  and  never 
reading  it,  who  ride  about  with  saddlebags  and  the  Revised 
Code,  and  spout  <<  Constitution  and  Jefferson"  at  every 
court-house  and  cross-road,  as  the  unsafesl  guides  in  the 
world;  and  if  they  should  happen  to  be  such  lawyers  as 
**  rare  Ben  Jonson"  describes,  I  would  warn  the  people  to 
beware  of  them  who 

"  Give  forked  counsel :  take  provoking  gold 
On  either  hand)  and  put  it  up, 
8o  wise,  so  erave,  of  so  perplexed  a  tongue, 
And  luud  wiihal,  that  would  not  wag,  nor  scarce 
Lie  aiili  without  a  fee." 

There  may  be  one  other  class  of  Southern  politicians 
who  are  worse  constitutional  advisers.  They  are  those  of 
more  standing  at  the  bar,  and  who  are  called  great  special 
pleaders — the  true  green-bag  gentry — who  know  all  the 
arts  of  filing  a  declaration,  or  framing  a  demurrer — who 
can  at  once  analyze  in  their  minds  all  the  dry  maxims  of 
the  black  letter  and  the  lignum-vits  terms  of  the  law — who 
know  how  to  make  thin  distinctions,  and  can  quibble  on 
the  point  of  a  cambric  needle.  Such  men  I  would  counsel 
with  up<m  a  contingent  remainder  or  executory  devise ;  but 
they  are  not  such  men  as  I  would  select  as  my  guides  to 
expound  the  constitution  on  this  floor,  or%>  make  them  my 
archetypes  as  philosophical  statesmen.  Hair-split  distinc- 
tions prove,  they  think,  superior  wisdom;  and  they  will 
beautify  them  with  rich  diction  and  elegant  manner,  and 
leave  you  in  a  perfect  paradise  of  ecsiacy,  figures,  and 
flowers.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  safer  and  better  guides. 
Let  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  constitution  read  the 
debates  of  the  convention  which  framed  thai  instrument — 
read  the  debates  in  the  State  conventions  which  adopted 
it — read  the  Federalist  and  Chief  Justice  Marshall's  deci- 
sions upon  it :  let  him  do  this,  and  then  he  will  dare  to 
think  for  himself,  and  will  know  something  about  it.  And 
in  this  reading  he  may  learn  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  not  in 
this  country  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, but  was  minister  in  France.  As  a  politician,  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  superior  to  Mr.  Madison ;  as  an  expounder 
of  the  constitution,  I  regard  him  as  inferior. 


Can  any  one  doubt  that,  bad  Mr.  Van  Buren  recom« 
mended  the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Bank,  char- 
tered with  cautious  and  well  guarded  restraints,  it  would 
have  been  passed  by  this  Congress,  and  that  in  less  than 
six  months  every  8oiv<*nt  bank  would  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  overwhelming  misery  and  distresses  of  the 
people  would  have  changed  into  a  brighter  and  more  proa- 
perous  aspect  1     I  do  not  doubt  it.     Had  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said  that  he  hsd  been  disappointed  in  the  new  experiment, 
as  all  of  his  friends  had  been ;  that  it  was  the  part  of  wis- 
dom now  to  adopt  the  old  and  well-tried  policy  of  his  pre- 
decessors, a  policy  which  had  acted  well :  if  then  some  of 
his  friends  here  had  opposed  it,  he  could  have  held  up  the 
example  of  Madison,  and  been  sustained  by  the  nation. 
Madison's  name  would  have  outweighed  a  host  of  modem 
politicians.     When  Mr.  Madison  stood  alone  in  his  vote 
in  the  laet  Virginia  convention,  against  all  the  rest,  an  able 
American  writer  t^aid  that  he  would  sooner  have  tak«fn  Mr. 
Madison  to  be  right  than  all  the  rest  put  together.     As 
much  as  I  admired  his  wisdom,  I  could  not  say  that  much. 
But  Mr.  Van  Buren's  course  has  been  called  a  firm  one  ; 
and  a  distinguished  Senator  now  in  my  eye,  [Mr.  Wsb- 
STXB,]  said,  in  a  speech  which  I  heard  with  great  pleasure, 
in  another  quarter  of  this  Capitol,  that  after  reading  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  message,  and  finding  that  he  waa  really  track- 
ing the  footsteps  of  the  late  President,  he  wouki  not  charge 
him  with  a  want  of  firmness.     I  differ  with  that  distin- 
guished gentleman,  and  many  others  who  have  used  the 
same  langusge  in  this  and  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 
I  will  not  call  it,  at  the  same  time,  timidity,  but  I  will  call 
it  rashness.     The  brave  Roman  who  sent  his  gallant  aon 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  cautioned  him  as  much  against 
rashness  as  he  did  against  cowardice.     **Tbe  mean  of  true 
courage,"   said  he,   "lies  between  the  extremes  of  cow- 
ardice and  rashness."     It  is  a  proof  of  an  absence  of  moral 
courage  for  any  man  to  persist  in  wrong  because  his  friends 
urge  him  to  do  so.     Mr.  Van  Buren  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  moral  fortitude  in  an  eminent  degree;  for  it  does 
require  no  small  degree  of  moral  courage  for  a  man  to 
gently  chide,  softly  to  rebuke,  a  ruinous  career  of  his 
friend.     Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  said  to  his  friends  that  he 
had  believed  in  the  experiment  as  they  had  done,  but  he 
and  they  had  been  disappointed ;  it  had  overwhelmed  the 
whole  land  in  misery  and  distress ;  his  supporters  as  well 
as  his  opponents  were  beggared  by  it ;  that  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  abandon  the  scheme  which  had  so  signally  failed^ 
and  he  had  determined,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  to  go 
back  to  the  well-beaien  path  in  which  Washington  and 
Madison,  and  all  the  other  Presidents,  trod — he  might  have 
lost  here  and  there  a  friend,  but  he  would  have  gained  a 
hundred  for  one ;  he  would  have  proved  himself  worthy  of 
the  office  which  he  holds,  proved  himself  of  true  and  gen- 
erous  courage,  and  would  have  then  been  placed  by  the 
side  of  the  amiable  and  patriotic  Madison.     But  what  does 
he  do  1     When  the  popular  phrensy  was  highest  against  a 
bank,  Mr.   Van  Buren,  in  an  evil  hour,  committed  hini> 
self  against  the  hank,  supposing  the  pet  bank  system  would 
succeed ;  because  General  Jackson  had  sworn,  in  his  wrath, 
that  it  should  succeed.     Butfuiled-^exploded — blowing  op 
the  Treasury  as  well  as  the  banks ;  and  the  people  were 
ruined.     Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  a  dilemma,  and   could 
not  go  for  a  United  States  bank,  and  preserve  his  consis- 
tency ;  and  had  magnanimity  of  feeling  to  confeas  error, 
repent,  and  ask  forgivness  of  the  thousands  and  tena  of 
thousands  whom  he  had  helped  to  ruin.     What  waa  he  to 
do  in  this  emergency,  as  Congress  had  been  called  in  the 
panic  of  the  moment  1     He  was  pledged  to  go  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  late  President,  and   there  were  no  footsteps, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  at  fault,  sadly  at  fault.     A  fast  runner 
was  posted  to  the  Hermitage,  two  letters  are  quickly  writ* 
ten  by  General  Jackson,  published  in  the  Globe,  and  thua 
fooUteps  are  made  where  none  were  before.   Never  did  7!*i« 
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beritu  reign  with  as  much  awful  terror  as  when  he  retired 
from  Rome  and  went  to  hia  gloomy  and  secluded  hermi- 
tage, and  tent  his  authoritatiTe  and  bloody  edicts  to  a  sla- 
▼idi  and  affrighted  Senate. 

One  or  two  gentlemen  have  thrown  out,  daring  the  dis- 
eosuon  on  this  bill,  or  the  one  which  was  acted  on  a  few 
dijs  ago,  a  delicate  intimation  that  the  expediency  of  the 
bank  might  be  more  dear  to  their  minds  if  the  constitution 
were  altered  so  as  to  express  distinctly  that  Congress  should 
hive  power  to  establish  a  bank.  Of  such  allusions  I  think 
Id  Lowndes  did,  in  1816,  when  he  was  requested  by  a 
member  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  to  au- 
thoriae  Congress  to  establish  a  bank.  Lowndes  said  that 
be  bad  two  objections  to  doing  so :  one  was,  that  he  thought 
nch  an  amendment  would  not  be  adopted  ;  and  the  second 
wsii  that  he  thought  tho  power  already  existed  in  the  con- 
iticutioD. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  constitutional 
lawyer.  I  have  read  some  law,  it  is  true,  but  have  never 
prscUsed  iu  the  courts.  I  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  court  at  the  base  of  this  Capitol,  as  a  great  many 
other  unworthy  lawyers  have  been  admitted.  I  studied 
law  in  Virginia,  under  the  most  distinguished  jurist  of  that 
State— ft  personal  and  political  friend  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
was  taught  to  believe  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  lawyer  to 
respect  the  constitution  and  the  laws ;  that  the  constitution 
had  aaChoriaed  courts  armed  with  power  to  decide  litigated 
questions ;  that  from  the  inierior  courts  there  waa  a  right 
to  appeal  to  the  higher,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme  Coort  of  the  United  States  was  final ;  and  its  powers 
were  broadly  and  clearly  written  in  the  constitution  :  that 
if  the  Supreme  Court  were  to  decide  a  question  or  principle, 
which  did  not  suit  the  popular  taste,  the  decision  still  was 
final ;  bat  the  people  had  a  remedy  in  two  ways,  pointed 
out  1^  the  constitution,  hy  which  Congress  and  the  States 
should  not  alter  the  decision,  but  could  alter  the  constitu- 
tion, as  they  have  on  some  occasions  altered  that  instru- 
ment. Tfals  was  the  doctrine  which  I  was  taught ;  this  is 
the  doctrine  which  all  my  reading  and  reflection  have  since 
confirmed. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  it  will  not  decide  polit- 
ical qnestfons ;  but  that  same  court  has  twice  said  that  tho 
conatituticmality  of  the  bank  was  a  legal  question,  snd  has 
twice  decided  it  to  be  constitutional.  The  decisions  of  that 
court  have,  in  eveiy  rase,  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  people 
of  the  whole  nation.  General  Washington,  who  presided 
over  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution ;  Mr. 
Madison,  who  was  most  prominent  in  framing  it;  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  who,  in  intellect  was  second  to  no  man  in 
the  nation  ;  have  given  their  sanction  to  a  bank.  The 
CoDgreas  of  1791,  which  chartered  the  first  United  States 
Bank,  voted  two  to  one  in  favor  of  it — ayes  89,  noes  20. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  members  of  that  Congress,  who 
were  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  voted 
fof  it.  Every  IVesident  has  given  it  his  sanction :  Wash- 
ington, J.  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  J.  Q. 
Adanm,  Jackson«— for  the  latter,  in  one  of  his  messages  said 
be  would  condescend  to  write  a  charter,  if  Congress  would 
measly  ask  him  to  do  so :  every  President,  save  Martin 
Van  Boren ;  and  even  he  signed  a  memorial  to  have  a 
branch  established  at  Albany.  The  man  who  would  raise 
his  vu&oe  against  this  overwhelming  anthority,  I  would  res- 
pect more  for  hia  pertinacity  and  obduracy  of  opinion  than 
for  his  diqussionate  judgment. 

We  are  told  by  metaphysicians  that  nothing  is  so  difficult 
to  prove  as  self-evident  propositions.  And  I  regard  the  right 
of  Congieas  to  establish  a  bank  as  being  so  decidedly  clear 
as  to  remove  all  neceesiiy  for  other  argument  on  that  subject 
The  President  says  that  against  a  United  States  bank 
the  ecBtiments  of  the  people  are  « deliberately  fixed."  How 
doee  he  know  that  1  What  spirit  of  divination  does  he  pos- 
ap»ES  to  know  whether  the  people  always  think  with  him  1 


He  has  changed  against  the  pet  bank  system ;  he  was  for 
it  three  months  ago ;  his  message  contains  his  palinodia. 
May  not  the  people,  who  changed  against  the  bank  in  hoprs 
of  bettering  their  condition,  change  for  it  now,  to  bring 
themselves  where  they  were,  rather  than  be  beggared  and 
miserable  ?  If  they  should  be  convinced  that  it  will  improve 
tiieir  present  distressed  situation,  they  will  very  quickly 
change.  Self-interest  is  a  powerful  lever ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  friends,  by  their  acts,  have  induced  the  people 
to  look  to  it.  The  people  will  not  ruin  themselves  because 
Mr.  Van  Duren  has  held  out  false  hopes,  false  lights^  by 
which  they  have  been  wrecked  ;  they  will  come  back,  and 
denounce  and  quit  all  crude  experiments. 

But  when  the  committee  of  New  York  merchants  told 
Mr.  Van  Buren  of  the  dreadful  distress  in  that  city,  he  did 
not  believe  it ;  he  thought  it  all  panic.  The  recent  elec- 
tions ought  to  be  a  gentle  warning.  But  no  man  is  so  blind 
as  he  who  will  not  see ;  and  I  am  half  disposed  to  believe 
that  some  politicians  do  not  yet  know  that  the  gold  experi- 
ment has  failed. 

The  expediency  of  a  bank  presents  a  very  different  prop- 
osition. 

We  can  often,  Mr.  Chainnan,  look  into  the  future  by 
the  lights  of  the  past  And  the  past  furnishes  to  my  mind 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  a  United  States  bank  is 
highly,  almost  indispensably,  necessary  to  promote  tlio 
rapid  and  uniform  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Without 
money,  no  business  can  prosper ;  and  without  a  convertible 
currency,  and  a  near  uniformity  of  exchanges,  the  prosper- 
ity of  all  business  is  in  a  great  degree  paralysed.  Whilst 
the  inequality  of  exchanges  in  a  depreciated  currency  will 
secure  wealth  to  the  brokers  and  money  exchangers,  in  the 
same  degree  will  it  diminish  the  profits  of  the  farmer  and 
the  mechanic,  of  the  merchant  and  the  man  of  useful  en- 
terprise. 

Whenever  we  have  had  a  United  States  bank,  we  have 
had  everywhere  a  convertible,  redeemable  currency,  by 
which  the  value  of  property  could  be  clearly  estimated ; 
whenever  we  have  not  had  a  bank  of  the  Unitwl  States,  we 
have  had  a  stoppage  of  specie  payments,  distress,  and  in- 
dividual ruin.  If  we  are  to  judge  of  ef&cts  W  causes,  what 
can  be  more  convincing  and  conclusive  1  When  the  Bank 
of  the  Unitfxl  States  was  in  existence,  exchanges  from  New 
Orleans  to  New  York  were  never  more  than  one  per  cent.; 
often  at  par ;  and  sometimes,  from  one  city  to  the  other, 
above  par.  There  was  then  hut  a  reasonable  and  useful 
number  of  State  banks. 

How  are  the  exchanges  now  \  We  can  sometimes  judge 
of  great  things  by  small.  A  friend  sent  me  a  hundred  dol* 
lar  note,  a  few  days  ago,  on  a  bank  in  Florida,  which  he 
had  been  trying  to  pass  off,  but  could  not.  I  went  to  a 
broker,  and  he  offered  me  soventy-five  dollars  in  District 
paper  for  the  hundred  dollars  on  the  Florida  bank.  I  of- 
fered him  the  note  for  eighty-five  dollars,  and  he  refused  it. 
I  called  on  the  delegate  from  Florida,  to  know  whether  the 
bank  was  good.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  perfoctly  sol- 
vent, and  as  sound  as  any  bank  in  the  world ;  that  its  pa- 
per passed  freely  in  Florida.  Then,  a  man  who  owes  a 
debt  of  seventy-five  dollars  in  this  city,  who  may  reside  in 
Florida,  will  have  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  in  papojf 
which  he  takes  at  par  at  homo,  to  liquidate  his  liability  in 
this  city.  Such  is  the  discount,  at  but  one-half  of  the  ex- 
tent of  our  nation.  If  my  mind  had  ever  doubted  on  the 
suliject  of  the  expediency  of  a  United  States  bank,  this  sin- 
gle circumstance  would  have  removed  every  doubl.  Tho 
Government  has  disconnected  itself  from  the  currency,  and 
all  things  are  in  confusion,  and  I  fear  will  remain  so  until 
we  have,  what  was  appropriately  called  yesterday,  by  my 
eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hoffitav,]  the  bal- 
ance wheel  of  a  United  SUtes  bank.  I  have  travelled  al« 
most  in  every  part  of  the  Union  with  United  Sutes  Bank 
paper,  and  never  met  with  an  individual  in  my  life  who  did 
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not  prefer  reoeiviiig  it  to  specie.  But  the  condition  of  our 
exchanges  has  been  enlarged  upon  by  several  gentlemen, 
and  with  great  force  by  the  able  member  who  preceded  me; 
and  I  will  not  consume  tlie  time  of  the  committee  on  that 
branch  of  the  subject. 

I  had  intended  to  offer  some  consideratioiM  upon,  first, 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  create  and  establish  a  good 
and  sound  currency  for  the  people,  and  a  safe  and  salutary 
mode  of  exchange ;  and,  secondly,  the  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  exescise  that  power :  but  I  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  able  member  from  Winchester,  [Mr.  Ma- 
Boir,]  viho  made  an  argument  upon  this  subject,  dear  and 
lucid ;  one  which  has  been  unanswered,  because  it  is  un- 
answerable. He  showed  the  evils  which  would  be  intlicf^ 
ed  on  the  people  by  establishing  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people.  He  proved  the  close 
affinity  of  both,  and  their  relative  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties. I  will  only  ask,  in  addition,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if 
the  Government  will  not  exercise  any  conUol  over,  and 
feel  no  obligation  to  regulate,  the  currency  and  the  medium 
of  exchanges,  for  what  purpose  was  this  federal  alliance 
formed  1  Why  was  it  that  the  States  gave  up  to  the  Gen- 
eral Oov«rnmo0t  the  whole  control  over  commerce,  if  tliat 
Government  will  not  adopt  means  for  carrying  on  that 
commerce  witli  a  currency  uniform,  or  as  nearly  so  as  hu- 
man wisdom  can  devise  1  Why  have  they  made  the  sacti- 
fice  of  so  large  and  sorrender  of  so  great  a  portion  of  their 
sovereignty,  as  to  be  denied  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
between  neighboring  States  and  foreign  nations,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Government  wiU  take  no  step  to  promote  this  inter- 
change t  What  other  consideration  could  they  receive  for 
this  immense  surrender  of  State  sovereignty,  but  that  the 
Government  would  extend  its  paternal  care  to  effect  a  good 
curtoncy  and  safe  and  easy  exchanges  1  But  the  Presi- 
dent, with  a  profound  ignorance  of  both  the  spirit  and  the 
intention  of  the  constitution,  has  tokl  us  that  th«  people 
might  as  well  expect  the  Government  to  aid  in  the  tran»- 
portation  of  their  raerchandiae,  as  to  cause  or  esUblish  a 
good  system  of  exchanges.  It  is  the  first  time  that  an 
American  President  has  uttered  sueh  a  sentiment  of  disre- 
gard to  an  injured  people ;  and  I  trust  that  their  indigna- 
tion will  make  it  the  last.  If  this  is  to  be  the  established 
dootrine  and  policy  of  tke  Government,  each  State  will,  or 
might  ae  well,  stand  in  the  relation  of  separate  and  distinct 
naUons ;  for  eaeh  will  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  other, 
00  fur  las  cutfrency  is  eono^med,  as  Canada  does  to  the 
United  States,  or  the  dififerent  nations  of  Europe  do  to 
each  other.  And  the  quicker  they  reassume  the  power 
over  commerce,  the  better  will  it  be  for  their  interest  and 
happiness. 

The  miserable  bunglers  of  the  Executive,  who  have  at- 
tempted to  regulate  and  improve  the  currency,  have  not 
yet  discovered  tlurt  they  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  subject, 
and  have  failed  in  their  experiments ;  and  even  now  feel 
disposed,  like  a  bewildered  pilot,  to  let  the  ship  of  Sute 
•float  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  the  waves,  in  hopes 
of  reaching  a  safe  point  which  their  pretended  skill  could 
not  attain,  or  leap  into  the  long-boat,  end  desert  the  crew. 

The  President,  after  writing  us  a  long  message  contain- 
ing many  maxims  of  sound  policy,  many  long  sentences 
of  sophisms,  much  plausibili^,  and  more  bad  reasoning, 
finally  hands  us  over,  by  way  of  recommendation,  to  his 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  details  of  his  new 
schemes  and  untried  experiment.  I  will  use  this  occasion 
to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  long  essays  which 
are  annually  given  by  our  Executive  to  the  representatives 
of  the  iMople  and  the  States.  The  Executive  seems  to 
think  it  his  duty  to  send  us  a  long  lecture  upon  our  public 
duties,  and  assumes  as  much  importance  as  if  he  were  a 
proifessor  lecturing  a  class  of  sophomores  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  philosophy,  and  schooling  us  in  the  line  of  our 
duty. 


The  King  (or  now  the  Queen)  of  England  and  the  King 
of  France  send  their  me^ages  or  speeches  to  the  Parlia- 
ment or  the  Chamber  of  Depaties,  of  abont  a  spanks  length, 
simply  saying  that  the  nation  is  at  peace  with  the  world, 
the  King  is  thankful  for  the  supplies  granted,  and  that  he 
will  take  pleasure  in  carrying  out  such  measurcf  as  the 
Parltameut  or  Chambers  may  think  primer  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  nation.  If  either  the  King  of  England  or 
the  King  of  France  were  to  threaten  a  veto,  neither  wouhl 
hold  his  crown  a  mouth,  if  he  would  esc«pe  with  his  head. 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  an  impeachable  offence  for  any  ex- 
ecutive officer  of  Government  to  send  a  oMSsage  or  oooi- 
munieation  to  Congress  longer  than  a  column  of  an  ordi- 
nary newspaper,  unless,  after  that  space,  statistics  and 
tabular  exhibits  should  require  more. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  sent  us  a  volume  of 
eighty-eight  large  pages,  laying  off  his  subject,  like  the 
monster  in  grave  history,  into   « seven  beads  and  tea 
horns.'*    I  have  read  it  by  candlelight  Mid  by  dayli^t; 
and  in  groping  through  it  for  a  clear  idea,  I  could  not  find 
one !    Now  and  then  you  will  find  a  beggarly  thought 
enshrouded  in  a  whole  mist  and  cloud  of  words.     Bat  his 
thoughts  and  ideas  are  like  the  arts  of  the  cuttle-fisi), 
which,  naturalists  inform  us,  when  pursued,  throws  out, 
as  quick  as  magic,  a  dark  liquid  which  enibarrassea  and 
liewilders  its  pursuers,  whilst  it  escapes  from  pursuit  amid 
its  own  self-breated  darkness.     You  pursue  his  thought^ 
but  in  the  pursuit  you  are  left  in  darknees.  If  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  man  of  delicate  and  refined  feelings,  I 
would  not  have  suffered  the  perturbation  of  mufid  which  be 
must  have  endured,  whilst  be  was  thinking  of  and  writing 
that  report,  for  all  the  public  money  which  he  haa  handled 
for  the  last  fotir  years.  I  could  never  fiiUy  realiie  to  my  milid 
the  description  which  Milton  has  given  of  one  of  his  he- 
roes, who  was  confused  and  disappointed,  until  I  read  the 
SecreUry  of  tlie  Treasury's  import     Milton  describee  a 
personage  who  attempted  a  great  reform<^-^iot,  ptsrhaps,  ia 
<iurrency,  but  in  civil  government— (and  in  quoting  Mil- 
ton 1  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  critieiams  of  my 
eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hotfwah,]  and  my 
no  less  able  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picnxvs,] 
who  have  rendered  him,  by  their  able  review,  of  such 
questionable  authority.)    This  reformer  was  disappointed, 
as  the  Secretary  has  been,  and  was  humbled  from  hia  high 
estate ;  and  "  nine  times  the  space  which  measures  day 
and  night  to  mortal  man,"  he  lay  *<counfounded,  though 
immortal."    And  if  that  immortal  personage  could  not  re- 
cover bis  faeulties  for  nine  days,  amidst  the  ruin  around 
him,  why  should  we  be  surprised  that  it  should  take  Mr. 
Woodbury,  who  is  only  mortal,  nine  tiroes  nine  days  to 
regain  his,   smid  the  distress  and  ruin  which  he  haa  ersa- 
ted  1     In  good  sooth,  I  have  no  doubt  that  ha  waa  con- 
founded whilst  writing.     Indeed,  1  am  satisfied   that  lie 
had  not  regained  any  of  his  faculties  save  his  **  modest 
assurance,'*  when  he  asked  Congress  to  give  him  thcae 
powers,  and  to  make  him,  according  to  his  will  and  jodg- 
ment,  the  sole  receivar  and  disburser  of  the  public  mo- 
neys. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  claim  the  kind  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  whilst  I  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration granting  it  additional  (I  might  say  unlimited) 
powers.  I  feel  conscious,  Mr.  Chsirman,  that  whatever  I 
may  say  can  have  but  little  weight  in  this  House  or  with 
the  nation ;  but  I  should  be  happy  if  I  could  flatter  myself 
tliat  any  thought  which  I  may  express  would  awaken  re- 
flection in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
citizen  not  a  member.  The  doy  was,  Mr.  Chairnian, 
when  a  public  oflicer  thought  himself  an  officer  of  the  coun- 
try and  responsible  to  the  laws.  Things  have  changed. 
Now,  every  officer,  however  important  or  insignifioaot, 
considers  himself  an  executive  officer,  and  responsible  to 
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the  EzeoDtiTe.  Thii  modera  doctrme  has  olitaiiMd,  ftod 
thmrefore  I  mutt  consider  Ifac  bill  in  roUtion  to  modem 
luage  uid  eo&slrvetioo.  8till,  I  will  offer  my  protest 
a^iist  the  coostrvetion.  It  oight  bo  more  curious  than 
profitable  to  aocoaat  for  this  transition  of  cvstom  and  con- 
itruction.  Perhaps  it  may  be  found  in  Am  fact,  that,  as 
General  Jackson  had  overwhelming  popularity,  and  re- 
ursidcJ  ofioat  liberally  his  partisan  fHends,  each  who  felt 
inrious  to  be  promoted  thought  that,  by  placing  himself 
wider  the  esecutive  wing  and  will,  he  would  sooner  be  re- 
warded Ibr  his  servility  ;  and  Congress,  under  the  zeal  of 
ptrty  Aeliag,  thought  ibeit  their  friend  and  chief  could  not 
eir— chat  the  President  *•  could  do  no  wrong"*-^nd  there- 
foie  aeqaiesced.  Whilst  I  know  thhi  to  be  the  prevailing 
construction  in  this  House  and  out  of  it,  still  I  will  venture, 
pBrhape  with  temerity,  to  express  my  disagreement. 

The  Secretaiy  of  the  M*reasury  is  an  officer  net  known 
in  the  oonetitiition.  Then,  under  the  constitution  be  can 
dsim  no  powers.  He  has  been  created  by  law,  and  to 
Uut  law  he  ahould  look  for  not  only  his  ezistenoe  as  an  of^- 
&ar  of  Gorerament,  but  for  the  powere  and  duties  wbieh 
hare  been  aesigned  to  him.  And  he  should  look  to  all 
the  lawa  (and  not  to  the  Siecntite)  which  assign  him  do- 
ties,  for  the  quantity  and  discretion  of  daty  which  may  be 
impoeed  upon  him  to  discharge.  Re  is  not  to  look  to  the 
nominating  power  for  his  authority  of  action,  but  to  the 
creating  power.  The  law  brings  htm  into  being,  and  the 
Isw  alone  rightfully  prescribes  his  power  of  action.  The 
Eiecotlve  might  have  exereised  the  constitutional  negative 
at  the  ttme  of  his  creation ;  but  it  gave  its  sanction  to  the 
kw,  and  in  that  sanction  it  yielded  its  acquiescence  to  all 
the  powera  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  which  run 
with  and  are  eontained  ia  the  law  of  hk  creation,  and  to 
the  snbeeqnent  lawe  which  enkrg o  or  restrain  hU  sphere  of 
duty.  A  question  of  great  interest  might  here  naturally 
arise,  whether  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution  and 
these  granted  liy  the  kwa  should  be  decided  by  a  common 
rule  of  inteTpnetation.  I  have  not  the  time  now,  if  I  pos- 
eeesed  the  abifity,  to  make  an  argument  upon  the  true  rules 
of  eoaeCraetion  ef  both  the  conslitulion  and  die  kwa.  I 
will  content  myself  for  the  present  by  quoting  a  rok  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Madleon,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  hi  1881. 
**A  ooQstitiition,  (eaya  Mr.  Madkon,)  being  derived  from 
a  superior  nathority,  [to  the  kws,]  is  to  be  expounded  and 
obeyed,  not  controlled  or  varied,  by  the  subordinate  au- 
thferi^f  of  a  legislatore.  A  law,  on  the  other  hand,  resting 
on  BO  higher  authority  than  that  possesssd  by  eveiy  suc- 
cessive l^^atore,  its  expediency  as  well  as  its  meaning  k 
within  the  ecope  of  the  latter."  If  this  rule  is  correct,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  direct  his  eye  to  Congress 
in  the  dfieehaiige  of  hk  official  duties,  and  not  make  him- 
aelf,  ae  he  has  made  himself,  or  allowed  himself  to  be  made, 
the  eopple  instrument  in  the  executive  hands. 

Tboee  vrho  urge  that  the  President  has  entire  control 
over  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  because  he  has  the 
power  under  the  constitution  to-nominste  to  office,  run  in- 
to enor;  and,  in  order  to  make  their  construction  more 
planeibie,  assume  (what  is  not  the  feet)  that  the  Secretary 
ie  a  mere  subordinate  auxiliary  officer  of  the  Executive  de- 
partment ;  that  the  Preeident  is  not  only  responsible  for  hk 
own  ads,  hut  k  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all  offioera  of 
Goveamnent  whom  he  may  nominate;  and  being  responsi- 
ble they  maintain,  for  the  acu  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreaiBory,  he  has  a  right  to  control  the  actions  of  the  8eo- 
remry ,  and  to  assume,  in  the  Secretary's  stead,  the  entire 
Teeponstbility  of  the  Secretary's  acts.  The  President,  I 
hamlrfy  conceive,  has  the  mere  right  to  nominate  (or  he 
gnmj  aospend)  a  person  to  diacharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  the  Senate,  a  co-ordinate 
bmnch  of  the  Bxecutive,  ^iiomf  the  appointing  power,  have 
a  TffglM  to  confirm  or  to  reject  the  nominee.  This  gives  no 
povsr«r  to  either  to  control  the  actions  of  the  Secretary .    But 


it  k  the  law  that  throws  dignity  and  dutks  around  the  Sec- 
retary, and  the  kw  assgns  hk  powera  and  his  obligations. 
For  the  fidelity  of  discharging  hk  dutiea,  he  becomes  re- 
sponsible neither  to  the  nominatmg  nor  the  appmnting 
power,  but  he  becomes  only  responsible  himself  to  the  law ; 
and  for  an  infraction  of  the  law  or  malfeasance  in  office  he 
k  amenable  to  the  kw,  and  answerable  before  tribunak  ad- 
equate to  pronounce  decision  of  acquittal  or  condemnation 
for  ail  of  hk  offickl  acts.  The  President  may  nominate— 
Congress  can  abolkh.  If  the  modem  doctrine  k  correct, 
as  has  been  assumed,  that  the  right  of  the  President  to 
nominate  to  office  carries  with  it  a  right  to  control  tho  acts 
of  a  Secretary,  then  the  Preeident,  who  has  legislative  pow- 
er as  well  as  executive  dutii^  to  perform,  (for  no  law  can 
be  passed  without  the  signature  of  the  President,)  can,  by 
a  parity  of  rrasoniog,  not  only  interpret  and  coutrcd,  and 
arrest  the  operation  of  the  law  which  he  has  signed,  (as  has 
been  done,)  hot  he  can  set  the  constitution  at  defiance,  and 
find  hk  justification,  not  in  the  sanctions  of  that  instrument, 
or  in  the  written  law  of  the  land,  but  by  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  outraging  both— -seek  hk  justification  in 
making  an  appeal,  not  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  but 
to  the  American  people,  to  countenance  hk  attack  upon  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  upon  the  co-ordinate  depart- 
ments of  Crovernment — for  assuming  sok  executive  and  le- 
gislative power— and  for  arrogating  uncontrolled  power 
over  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  currency  and 
money  of  the  Government.  When  the  representatives  of 
the  peopk  of  the  several  States  framed  the  constitution,  tbey 
assigned  tho  President  his  duties,  and  required  him,  in  tlm 
discharge  of  those  official  duties  to  nmke  hk  conduct  quad- 
rate with  that  instrument;  nowhere  recognising  his  right 
to  oontrol  a  pubHc  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  legal  du- 
tiea; nowhere  recogninng  his  right,  in  justification  of  an 
inftaction  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  appeal  to  the 
peopk,  in  order  to  gain  their  sympathy  or  contempt,  their 
forgiveness  or  their  censure.  Every  usurper  appeak  to  tho 
peopk ;  Onear  appealed  to  the  people ;  ao  did  Cromwell 
and  Bonapane;  all  deceived  the  confidence  of  tiie  peopk, 
and  each  trampled  upon  their  liberties.  A  candidate  for  of- 
fice nwy  appeal  to  the  peoplo^N^i  pnbUc  officer  should  ap- 
peal to  the  law ;  and  if  the  law  will  not  suit  the  people,  they 
can  order  their  representatives  to  aher  it.  Whether  these 
viewa  are  correct  or  not,  they  are  still  the  tantimenls  I  en- 
tertain ;  and,  holding  tliem,  I  am  free  to  give  them  utter- 
ance ;  for  I  beheve  thk  to  be  a  time  when  every  represent- 
ative of  the  peopk  should  think  audibly. 

The  kw  of  September  1 1,  1798,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  dedaras,  in  the  fint 
eection, 

**  That  there  shall  be  a  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  Comptroller,  an  Auditor,  a 
Treasurer,  a  Register,"  dtc. 

**  Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  su- 
perintend the  adjustment  and  preservation  of  the  public  ac- 
counts ;  to  examine  all  accounts  settled  by  the  Auditor, 
and  certify  the  balances  arking  thereon  to  the  Regiiter ; 
to  countersign  all  wan<ant8  drawn  by  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  shall  be  warranted  by  law ;  to  report  to 
the  Secretory  the  official  forms  of  sil  papers  to  bo  issued 
in  the  diffierent  offices  for  collecting  the  public  revenues, 
and  the  manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  penone  employed  therein.  Ho  shall, 
moreover,  provide  for  the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of 
all  moneys  which  may  be  collected,*'  dtr. 

**  Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  tho  doty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  to 
dkburse  the  same  upon  wsrrsnte  drawn  by  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by  the  Comptrolkr,  record- 
ed by  the  Regkter,  and  not  otherwise.  He  shall  take  re- 
ceipU  for  all  moneys  paid  by  him,  and  all  receipts  for  mon- 
eys received  by  him  shall  be  endorsed  upon  warrants  signed 
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by  the  BecreUrr  of  the  Treasury  ;  without  which  wammt, 
so  signed,  no  acknowledgment  of  money  reoeiTod  into 
the  public  Treasury  shall  be  valid.  And  the  said  Treas- 
urer shall  render  his  account  to  the  Comptroller  quartenly, 
(or  ofiener,  if  required,)  and  shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof, 
when  settled,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  shall, 
moreover,  on  the  third  day  of  every  session  of  Congress, 
lay  before  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  fair 
and  accurate  copies  of  aU  accounts  by  him,  from  time  to 
time,  rendered  to  and  settled  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
aforesaid ;  as  also  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  the  state 
of  the  Treasury.  He  shall  at  all  times  submit  to  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Comptroller,  or  either  of 
them,  the  inspection  of  the  moneys  in  his  hands;  and 
shall,  prior  to  the  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Comptroller,  in  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the 
United  States,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  for  the  fidelity  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  by  him  employed ;  which  bond  shall  be  lodged 
in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States." 

Section  5  assigns  the  duties  of  the  Auditor. 

Section  6,  of  the  Register. 

*<  Sec.  8.  That  no  person  appointed  to  any  office  insti- 
tuted by  this  act  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  concerned 
or  interested  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  trade  or  com- 
merce ;  or  be  owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any  sea  ves- 
sel ;  or  purchase,  by  himself,  or  another  in  tnlst  for  him, 
any  public  lands  or  other  public  property ;  or  be  concern- 
ed in  tho  purchase  or  disposal  of  any  public  securities  of 
any  State  or  of  the  United  States ;  or  take  or  apply  to  his 
own  use  any  emolument  or  gain  for  negotiating  or  trans- 
acting any  business  with  the  said  Department,  other  than 
shall  be  allowed  by  law.  And  if  any  person  shall  offend 
against  any  of  the  prohibitions  of  this  act,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  and  for- 
feit to  the  United  States  the  penalty  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  removed  from  office, 
and  forever  thereafter  be  incapable  of  holding  any  ofiice 
tinder  the  United  States,'*  &c. 

In  1817,  March  3,  four  Auditors  were  created,  and  one 
Comptroller,  additional ;  but  the  restraints  upon  each  officer 
are  as  great  as  in  the  law  of  1798. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  pause  here  for  a  moment 
to  admire  ihe  great  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  wise 
framers  of  these  statutes  in  guarding  the  public  moneys 
of  the  people,  by  the  variety  of  officers  which  they  have 
created  to  be  guards  and  checks  upon  each  other.  They 
knew  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  and  its  impotency  to 
resist  the  seductive  influence  of  temptation.  Bv  these 
statutes,  we  find  that  even  the  Secretary  of  the  1  reasury 
could  not  touch  one  dollar  of  the  public  money ;  that  he 
bad  as  little  control  over  it  as  any  other  officer  of  tho  Go- 
vernment 

By  the  extracts  of  tho  statutes  which  I  haye  read,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  same  law  which  created  tho  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  created  co-ordinate,  and  I  maintain  co- 
equal, officers  of  that  Department,  who  arc  as  independ- 
ent of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  they  are  independ- 
ent of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  who  are  as  independent  of 
the  President  as  they  are  independent  of  each  other.  They 
are  not  to  look  to  any  power  but  the  law,  and  that  they 
are  to  obey.  The  Treasurer  is  required  to  give  a  large 
l>ond.  To  whom  1  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ?  No, 
sir,  to  the  nation.  Then  he  is  responsible  to  the  nation, 
and  not  to  the  Secretary.  The  co- ordinate  officers,  the 
Comptrollers,  the  Auditors,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Regis- 
ter, hold  no  responsibility  to  the  Secretary  ;  Congress  have 
appointed  them  guards  upon  the  public  money  and  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  I  fondly  hope  that 


they  will  so  regard  themselves.  Rumor  has  reached  my 
ear,  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  that  some  officers  have 
been  considered  too  honestly  faithful  to  the  law,  and  would 
not  bend  to  advice  from  a  particular  dtrection«  It  will  be 
understood  where  I  wish  it  to  be,  when  I  say  to  them,  be 
firm  and  faithful  to  the  law  and  your  duty.  I  will  say  to 
those  officers  in  Washington  and  out  of  it,  whether  I  know 
them  or  not,  whether  they  are  Conservatives,  Whigs,  or 
Van  Buren  men,  as  long  as  they  are  faithful  to  the  laws, 
and  firmly  resolved  to  do  their  duty,  I  beg  them  to  consider 
me  as  their  friend.  Let  them  do  their  duty  to  the  people 
and  the  laws,  and,  if  persecution  should  assail  them,  I  care 
not  how  dark  the  cloud,  how  fearful  the  storm,  as  long  as 
I  have  a  place  on  this  floor  I  will  raise  my  humble  voice 
in  their  defence. 

But,  to  examine  for  a  moment  the  bill  on  your  table. 
What  does  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  by 
that  bill  1  In  a  bill  of  ten  little  sections,  to  blot  out  from 
your  statute  book  all  the  many  laws  which  created,  tegu- 
lated,  restricted,  and  restrained  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  to  destroy  the  enactments  of  our  forefiithers, 
which  so  cautiously  guarded  the  public  moneys  of  the 
people.  To  destroy  the  power,  or  to  surrender  it,  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  over  the  revenues  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  place  it  all  in  the  hands  and  under  the  control 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  not  all ;  the  bill 
proposes  more :  it  proposes  to  give  to  the  Secretary,  aiogly 
and  alone,  not  only  power  over  the  money  of  the  nation, 
but  it  also  invests  him  with  legislalive  powers.  It  pro- 
poses, in  the  veiy  first  section,  after  saying  that  <*  the  col- 
lectors of  the  cu8toms,V  « postmasters,"  ^.,  shall  be 
"receivers"  and  ** fiscal  ngents,'*  that  they  shall  be  gov- 
erned *<  by  any  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department" 
"  which,  in  its  wisdom,  it  nay  think  necessary,  6lc,  In 
the  fourth  section,  after  saying  that  the  receiving  officers  of 
the  revenues  *<  may  be  allowed  any  necessary  additional 
expenses  for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests  or  vaults,  (aa  if  the 
keeper  of  the  key  of  a  vault  could  not  have  the  same  ready 
access  to  it  as  he  would  have  to  his  own  private  buresiu,) 
or  other  necessary  expenses  of  sale-keeping,  tranafiarring 
and  disbursing  said  moneys;  all  such  expenses,  of  every 
character,  to  be  first  expressly  authorized  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  whose  direction  upon  all  the  above  sub- 
jects, by  way  of  regulation  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strictly 
followed  by  all  the  said  officers.'' 

In  the  fifth  section,  he  has  the  power  ■<  to  appoint  spe- 
cial agents,  as  occaaion  may  require,  with  such  reasonable 
compensation  as  he  may  allow;"  «  and  reports  ere  to  be 
made  in  all  cases,  as  the  Secretary  in  his  discretion  shell 
direct." 

I  ask  any  candid  mind  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  language 
to  give  more  absolute  and  unqualified  power  over  the 
muney  of  the  nation,  and  over  every  officer  who  is  to  re- 
ceive or  pay  it,  than  is  given  by  this  bill  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  1  Can  auch  a  measure  ever  receive  the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  representatives  of  freemeu  ! 
That  such  a  bill  should  be  received  in  this  House^  without 
exciting  the  strongest  feelings  of  indignation,  surprises  mc. 
That  this  House  should  pstiently  allow  any  committee  to 
ask  them,  without  prompt  resentment,  to  surrender  their 
rights,  and  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  represent,  into 
the  hands  of  one  single  individual,  excites  my  distrust  for 
the  spirit  of  its  independence.  Even  the  slavish  members 
of  a  Turkish  divan  would  rebel  against  such  a  meeaure. 
If  the  representatives  of  the  people  abandon  their  interests 
on  this  floor,  I  have  greatly  mistaken  the  genius  and  char- 
acter of  my  countrymen,  if  they  will  not  quickly  abandon 
them.  I  use  this  language  in  no  spirit  of  censure  or  threat, 
but  in  prophecy. 

We  have  wandered  beyond  our  reckoning ;  we  have  been 
floating  in  an  unknown  sea  !  and  our  pilots  are  ignorant  of 
the  seas,  the  winds,  and  the  stars.  This  they  have  proved  ; 
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but  itiU  they  call  on  us  to  trust  to  tbem,  although  they 
have  nm  ns  agroond ;  they  promise  to  r«a  on  another 
lack,  and  say  they  can  escape  the  reefs  and  breakers. 
They  are  in  a  fog,  but  are  still  determined  to  rush  reck- 
\taAj  on,  instead  of  using  the  anchor,  and  mn  the  ship  of 
state  they  know  not  where. 

It  is  a  good,  a  safe  maxim  with  the  merchants— I  hope 
tod  tn]«t  it  will  become  the  maiim  of  the  farmers  and  the 
mechanics — ^never  to  trust  those  twice,  .who  have  deceived 
them  once.  I  was  in  the  panic  session  of  the  twenty- 
third  Congress,  one  of  the  youngest  (I  know  the  humblest) 
members  on  this  floor.  When  the  rash,  now  all  know  the 
ruiooofl^  experiment  was  proposed,  almost  the  entire  Ex- 
ecutive par^  predicted  that  it  was  the  commencement  of  a 
golden  era— that  every  mechanic  would  have  all  his  pockets 
filled  with  gold.  I  might  read  extracts  from  fifly  speeches 
to  prove  this  assertion,  if  it  were  necessary.  I  could  read 
extmcts  from  fifly  speeches,  made  by  the  opponents  of  that 
measure,  to  prove  that  they  predicted  all  the  dire  elfocts 
which  the  whole  nation  are  now  groaning  under,  if  that 
viaiooary  scheme  should  be  adopted. 

What  were  then  promises  on  the  one  side  have  proved 
as  deceptive  as  what  was  then  prediction  on  the  other  is 
now  sad  reality.  If  the  half-starved  children,  and  the  hag- 
gard looks  of  iheir  miserable  mothers  and  agonized  fathers, 
which  we  all  have  left  behind  us  in  our  districts,  be  not 
anffieient  pmef  of  the  fust,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  evidence 
of  Che  liu;t  that  the  President  has  .convoked  us  at  thbi  un- 
seasonable and  unusual  period.  When  I  saw  then  around 
me  the  grave  and  experienced,  the  ^earned  and  pmctical 
men,  diecuastng  the  whole  policy  of  our  currency  and  our 
Govemmeniy  I  felt  too  distrustful  of  my  ability,  though 
coofitlent  in  my  judgment,  to  participate  in  that  debate. 
But  when  I  have  seen  that  experiment  fail,  and  the  same 
men  who  orged  it  press  upon  us  another — an  experiment 
which  I  believe  will  make  the  rich  poor  and  the  poor  miser- 
able— I  am  unwilling  to  be  a  silent  voter ;  and,  however  limi* 
ted  my  range  of  thought  and  ability,  I  am  siill  resolved  to 
speak  the  inmost  feelings  of  my  mind,  if  this  speech  were 
to  be  my  last;  for  diffidenoe  in  this  crisis  I  do  not  regard  a 
virtue. 

What  is  the  character  of  our  currency  now  1  what  is  the 
character  of  our  exchanges  1  what,  let  me  ask  you,  is  the 
condition  of  our  people  1  Miserable  beyond  description  or 
parallel.  What  were  the  people  promined,  if  tbev  would 
go  sgainat  tho  United  Slates  Bank,  and  go  for  the  humbug 
experiment  I  They  were  promised  all  that  the  imagination 
could  throw  out  to  eager  hope.  The  farmer  was  told  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  checked  his  energies  and 
caused  a  failure  in  his  wheat  crops;  the  mechanic  was  told 
that  he  would  never  be  a  rich  man  as  long  as  there  was  a 
United  States  Bank ;  the  merchant  was  tuld  that  exchanges 
would  be  improved  if  he  would  but  aid  in  destroying  the 
monster ;  the  professional  roan  was  led  to  believe  that  he 
would  never  have  a  patient,  or  a  client,  or  a  marital  rite  to 
perform,  if  he  did  not  join  in  a  cry  against  Nick  Diddle 
and  the  hank.  All  were  promised,  and  too  many  l>elieved, 
that  if  they  would  war  against  the  monster  bank  the  whole 
land  would  flow  in  gold  and  silver ;  that  the  imagination  of 
the  travelling  Spaniard  through  South  America  would  be 
changed  from  conceit  to  vivid  and  tangible  reality ;  that  the 
hiinaes  would  be  covered  with  gold  and  silver;  that  the 
trees  woald  bear  ambrosial  fruiu  of  vegetable  gokl ;  that  the 
whole  nation  would  be  an  El  Dorado  and  a  specie  paradise ; 
that  all  might  voluptuously  live  without  working,  and  be 
xich  without  industry.  This  picture  was  delightful  to  the 
icnaginaiion,  and  it  required  the  sternest  philosophy  to  re- 
■asc  im  captivating  influence.  For  who,  Mr.  Chairman, 
^vonld  labor  for  wealth,  if  he  can  gain  it  by  idleness  1 

The  people  were  promised  the  same  national  and  indi- 
Wdoal  Ucssiogs  which  a  notorious  reformer  in  England 
oiice  promised  his  followers  and  |)elievers.     He  said : 


"There  shall  be,  in  England,  seven  half-penny  loaves 
sold  for  a  penny;  the  three-hooped  pot  shall  have  ten 
hoops ;  and  I  will  make  it  felony  to  drink  small  beer ;  all 
the  reahn  shall  be  in  common." 

«  Away,  burn  all  the  records  of  the  realm.*' 

The  last  part  of  this  promise  is  the  first  which  has  been 
kept  The  constitution  enjoins  upon  each  House  of  Con- 
gress to  keep  a  journal  of  records.  The  Senate  have  ex- 
punged their  record.  I  would  to  Heaven,  for  the  honor 
and  fame  of  the  nation,  that,  after  expunging,  they  had 
burnt  the  record,  so  that  the  infamy  of  the  act  might  have 
been  consumed  with  the  record ! 

Sir,  you  have  falsified  ail  your  predictions  and  your 
promises  to  the  people,  and  still  you  have  tho  temerity  to 
ask  them  to  go  with  yon  in  another  crude  and  untried  ex- 
periment, which  shows  upon  iu  face  a  delusive  hope  and 
a  ruinous  consequence.  Sir,  you  claim  to  be  the  poor 
man's  only  friend,  and  you  have  brought  the  poor  man  to 
poverty  and  ruin. 

You  are  consulting  your  own  ambitious  aggrandizement 
at  the  expense  of  the  misery  and  sufiering  of  the  people. 
With  consciousness  of  error,  you  still  persist  in  wrong. 
Tou  first  induced  the  people  to  wage  with  yon  a  war  upon 
the  United  States  Dank,  and  promised  them  better  things 
and  more  prosperous  times;  you  have  not  realized  the 
hopes  yon  awakened.  Yon  now  tell  the  people  to  wage  a 
war  against  all  banks— and  the  very  pets  upon  which  you 
relied  as  your  instruments  to  efiect  a  better  currency. 
Yes,  sir,  you  have  done  all  this;  and  now,  by  your  Ex- 
ecutive's recommendation,  you  wish  to  create  a  universal 
bankrupt  law.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Judiciary  has,  creditably  to  himself  and— I  re- 
turn him  my  acknowledgments— to  the  committee,  in- 
formed you  that  he  is  not  prepared  at  this  time  and  at  this 
session  to  obey  the  executive  will  in  that  request.  Yet 
the  Senate's  committee  have  reported  a  bill  to  annihilate 
the  banks  of  this  District — a  step,  I  suppose,  preparatory 
to  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

[Here  Mr.  Johksoit  was  informed  by  a  voice  from  be- 
hind him  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate [Mr.  GnnHDT]  had  asked  leave  that  morning  in  the 
Senate  to  be  relieved  from  the  consideration  of  the  execu« 
live  request,  to  establish  a  general  bankrupt  law  against 
the  banks.] 

Mr.  J.  said,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  voice  which  I 
hear,  and  to  the  honorable  member  from  whom  it  proceed- 
ed, for  the  information  which  ho  has  given  me ;  I  was  not 
apprized  of  it  before.  1  regard  it  as  an  omen  of  better 
things;  I  congrauilate  this  House,  I  congratuUte  the 
country,  upon  the  fact,  that,  as  pliant  as  the  Senate  have 
been,  they  have  not  been  so  reckless  of  the  public  interest 
as  to  go  with  the  Executive  in  all  iU  mad  and  violent  pro- 
jects. I  have  now,  for  almost  the  first  time,  some  hope 
that  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  this  House,  to  check 
and  oppose  some  of  the  crude  and  ruinous  measuras  of  the 
Executive ;  and  I  feel  animated  with  fresh  and  enlivening 
senuments.  But,  sir,  to  resume  the  entangled  threiul  of 
my  diacourie. 

You  found  it  popular  with  the  public  taste  (o  go  against 
the  United  States  Bank.  But,  remember,  when  you  got 
the  people  to  go  with  you,  you  promised  a  better  curren- 
cy, and  a  better  system  of  exchanges ;  you  promiseil  then 
gold  for  bank  notes,  and  prosperity  in  their  business  for 
what  you  called  hank  oppreasion.  The  scheme  took  well 
on  the  start,  but  failed  in  those  results;  and  now,  because 
you  deceived  the  people  once,  you  would  fain  believe  thai 
you  can  make  them  Uiink  that  it  is  now  the  State  banks— 
your  pets — that  have  caused  all  this  misery  and  suffering. 
Vou  are  really,  now,  attempting  a  bold  experiment  on 
human  credulity.  Sir,  you  seem  to  revel  instead  6i  sym- 
pathizing in  the  distresses  of  human  beings :  yon  first  de- 
ceive, and  hope  to  make  atonement  by  misleading.     Yon 
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think,  bcGftttve  yoa  got  popultr  feeling  agsinit  the  United 
States  Bank,  yon  can  now  direct  it  against  8tate  banks, 
■gtiniit  all  banks.  If  that  fails,  then  to  direct  it  against 
all  rich  men,  and  adopt  the  levelling,  the  agrarian  system. 
Sir,  when  I  read,  in  my  early  youth,  Rochefoocanlt's 
inaviaia,  one  (although  he  seemed  to  ^'anderstand  i!!e 
human  heart  as  though  he  had  made  it*')  I  marked  with 
my  pencil  at  the  time,  as  wrong  and  imposBible*-4be  max- 
im where  k»  says  **  that  there  is  something  in  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  friends  whkh  does  not  displease  us."  Al- 
though I  resd  Dean  Swift's  approval  of  it,  who  was  well 
read  in  the  secret  impulses  of  human  action,  still  f  doubt* 
ed.     He  deeeribes  it  better  in  Tei 


<*  As  RocholouesuU  his  maxims  drew 
From  nature,  I  beUevt  them  true ; 
This  majcim,  mure  than  all  the  rest. 
Too  base  *i1b  ihooght  for  human  breast— 
ThaL  in  the  dUtre—n  of  our  flrleads» 
WeJIrMt  cwtuUt  ourprivaU  eruU ; 
Aaa  maure,  kindly  bent  to  ease  us. 
Points  out  corns  circumatanc4  topl§m$  nt.** 
Sir,  I  begin  to  doubt,  and  am  almost  indtned  to  believe, 
that,  in  the  vnaophisticafed  ihooghts  of  less  experienced 
life,  f  was  wrongs— when  I  have  seen  and  witnessed  the 
grnt  eieit«mem  which  was  brought  tt»  bear  in  the  public 
mind  against  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  how 
eompleCely  poitticiams  sooceeded  In  elevating  themselves, 
by  destroying  that  institution ;  although.  In  its  destruction, 
tbehr  friendsv  as  welt  as  their  opponents,  were  whehned  in 
the  SMite  common  distress  and  ruin.     Whether  some  of 
these  same  politicians  have  not  looked  on  the  general  ruin 
and  misery  with  eomplaceney,  and  at  least  consoled  them- 
selves that,  as  the  ihrst  eiperiment  acted  politically  (if  not 
ftnancially)  well,  they  could  now  turn  the  mdignstion  of 
the  peopk  from  themselves  against  the  State  banks ;  and  if 
Hial  sheuM  result  as  the  first  experiment  has  terminated, 
and  the  people  should  still  suffer  distress,  that  they  would 
say  to  them,  to  complete  the  glorious  reform  in  our  cur- 
rency and  money  affiiirs,  the  people  must  go  one  step  fur- 
ther, and  it  will  be  but  one  step,  and  direct  their  indigna- 
tion against  every  rich  man;  and  that  there  is  no  freedom 
where  there  is  not  an  equal  distribution  of  property ;  that, 
ta  be  free,  we  SMist  have  the  agrarian  locofbco  feeling  to 
triumph ;  tba^~ 

*^  All  the  vsatm  shall  beia  cemmon." 
Sir,  every  feeling  of  my  nature  startles  at  such  a  mon- 
strous doctrine.  The  doctrine  ie  avowed  by  few,  but  many 
are  acting  in  the  way  to  cause  such  a  reeult  It  will  fell, 
I  psedict.  I  know  It  will  Ail.  There  ie  too  much  honor 
and  integri^  in  the  compoeitioB  of  the  American  character 
ever  to  allow  such  a  doctrine  to  prevail.  There  is  too 
much  honesty  and  worth  with,  the  unaspiring  portion  of 
oar  farmers  and  mechanics  to  sufibr  such  sentiments  to  ob- 
tain a  place  in  any  honest  bosom.  I  believe  that  one-half 
of  those  politicians  who  talk  so  much  about  the  poor,  are 
their  worst  enemies;  I  judge  so^  because  their  measures 
are  not  ealctriated  to  aid,  but  to  oppreas,  the  indigent. 
Pfofesaions  of  patriotism  have  become  trite  and  stale.  I 
judge,  and  wonhl  urge  the  whole  nation  to  judge,  of  pub- 
lic men,  not  by  their  professions,  but  by  their  acts ;  it  is 
the  safest  test.  The  pincbing^  distreasea  of  the  people  will 
fMree  them  to  adopt  it.  You  have  touched  the  most  sen- 
sitive nerve  in  the  American  system.  Tou  have  touehed 
tbe  pocket  nerve^  and  it  somrannicates  directly  to  the  think- 
ing fncnltiee  of  the  mind.  »<  Of  all  rebellions,"  sahl  Lord 
Bwon,  •<  those  of  the  belly  are  the  worst." 

The  attenrpt  to  dmw  a  distinetion  between  the  rich  and 
tW  poov^  whieh  is  eeof^  hinted  at  hi  the  messsge,  isdelu- 
sive^  beeanee  it  ie  felae.  Tho  Fresident  alludes  to  the 
people  end  to  the  poor  fo  gain  their  fevor,  but  recommends 
nething  to  rsHeve  their  embarrassments.  If  he  turns  his 
eyn.  at  all  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  it  is  a  mere  side- 
long look  that  falls  upon  them 

<•  AessW  as  ttae  nsBOttbeam  on  the  barren  heath.*' 


He  wUf  not  carry  their  produce  to  market,  or  think  about 
their  exchanges.  The  Emperor  of  China  ploughs  a  fur- 
row every  year  in  respect  to  agriculture.  The  PrMident 
might  have  written  one  line  in  his  meesage  in  faTor  of  that 
interest  And  yet  politicians  talk  about  the  poor— the 
laboring  men — the  very  men  who  have  suffered  the  most 
by  their  pretended  friendship. 

We  hear  the  terms  of  «•  the  poor"  and  « the  aristocrats** 
used  in  every  public  place  and  in  every  public  document. 
These  epithets  are  unjust  when  applied  to  the  people.  We 
have  no  such  distinctive  dasees;  and  those  politicians, 
who  denounce  the  honest  man  who  has  made  a  competent 
fortune  by  honest  industry  and  frugality  as  an  aristocrat, 
are  themselves  the  worst  sort  of  aristocrats. 

As  General  Foy,  in  the  Prtnch  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
was  enlarging  with  much  eamestnem  in  a  diecussron  in 
the  Chamber,  and  had  just  used  the  word  •*  aristocracy," 
a  voice  from  one  of  the  ministers  asked  him  to  define  it. 
^*  Aristocracy,*  he  repKed  at  once,  and  q[uickly-—**  Aris- 
tocracy, in  the  nnwteenth  century i^  is  the  league,  the  coa- 
lition, of  thoee  who  wish  to  consume  withtnit  producing, 
live  without  working,  occupy  all  pubKc  places  without 
being  competent  to  fill  them,  eeiie  upon  all  honors  with- 
out meriting  them :  that  is  aristocracy. '' 

This  I  regard  as  a  true  and  practical  definition  of  the 
word.  It  is  OS  just  as  it  was  happy.  There  is  no  snek 
class  ib  this  cotmtry  as  the  poor,  if  you  will  exchide  the 
tenants  of  the  almr^-houses.  Every  man  in  this  country, 
who  works  at  daily  labor,  gains  wealth  enough  to  eeeure 
him  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  many  of  its  luxuries ;  is 
weli  fed  and  well  clothed ;  and  has,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
spare  money  and  feels  properly  as  proud  and  as  tndepen<l- 
ent  as  any  man  in  the  nation.  He  knows  that  whilst  he 
is  one  of  the  people,  bets  part  of  the  Government;  tiMt 
his  voice  is  felt  and  obeyed  as  much  as  if  he  had  millions. 
He  knows  that,  whilst  he  has  to  labor  hard,  the  laws  will 
protect  him  in  his  rights,  and  in  the  possession  of  the  re- 
wards of  his  industry. 

The  laws  of  our  country,  of  every  Sute  in  the  Union, 
prevent  a  large  accunralntion  of  wealth  in  the  hande  of  the 
few.  The  accumulation  of  one  generation  is  divided  with 
the  descendants  in  the  next.  All  that  is  wanted  to  acquire 
wealth  is  stability  in  wise  laws  to  regulate  the  currency. 
Repeated  fluctuations  and  changes,  soeh  as  our  rulers  have 
pr(x]uced,  cause  want  of  confidence,  and  finaDy  distress. 
Confidence  causes  credit ;  and  a  system  of  credit,  when 
controlled  within  cautious  limits,  adds  to  indiridual  enter- 
prise, whieh  augments  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Credit 
IS  the  poor  man's  capital ;  and  by  it,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  the  nation  is  benefited ;  fbr  every  hidtvidusl  is  more 
anxious  to  preserve  the  rectitude  of  his  integrity  and 
honesty,  when  he  knows,  that  by  doing  so,  it  may  advance 
his  wealth  and  prosperity.  The  rich  man  of  last  year  is 
the  poor  man  this ;  and  (he  poor  man  this,  is  the  rich  man 
next  year;  so  the  changes  go  round  ^e  circle,  from  year 
to  year,  from  generation  to  generation.  From  some 
knowledge  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that,  of  the  many  who  pos- 
sess great  wealth,  a  hrger  number  of  them  have  started  from 
humble  means,  and  have  been  the  architects  of  their  own 
fortunes,  than  those  who  have  derived  it  fVom  patrimonial 
inheritance. 

By  the  laws  of  descent  of  the  States  it  is  impossihte 
that  any  family  or  class  of  indiridoals  ever  can  accumulate 
BO  much  wealth  as  to  be  enabled  to  oppress  any  portion  of 
the  people.  Public  functionaries  that  are  wise  should  he 
cautious  in  awakening  prejudices  against  any  class  in  the 
community,  when  the  interests  of  all  are  so  naturally  de- 
pendent upon  each  other,  and  are  knit  together  like  the 
woof  of  the  spider's  web,  so  that  whatever  touches  or  de-  • 
ranges  a  part  must  be  felt  at  the  most  remote  snd  attenn. 
ated  extremities.     They  should  hold  out,  by  estaUlafain£  a 


1521 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1522 


Oct.  12,  1837.] 


Sub'Treatury  BUI. 


[H.  or  R. 


■afe  and  convertible  currency  and  wUe  regulations  of  law, 
ioducemenu  and  facilitien  to  the  needy  industrious  to  ac- 
cumulate  property ;  and,  in  this  way,  to  give  a  stimulus  to 
industry  ;  for  it  ie  not  by  the  amount  of  specie  which  may 
be  in  a  nation  that  you  alone  are  to  judge  of  its  prosperity 
and  its  wealth — a  better  criterion  is  its  productive  industry. 
A  man  who  acquires  property  accumulates  wealth;  and 
when  he  hatf  done  this,  he  can  soon  convert  it  into  money. 
The  man  who  has  but  a  thousand  dollars,  will  find  that  at 
nx  per  cent,  it  would  support  him  with  the  necessaries  of 
life  for  a  month ;  but,  if  he  were  to  expend  it  in  Govern- 
ment lands  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  and  apply  bis 
labor  upon  those  lands,  the  production  would  not  only 
support  him  and  his  family,  but  the  surplus  of  his  produc- 
tions would  enable  him  annually  to  increase  his  wealth. 
But  be  must  have  either  the  capital  in  money,  or  the  capi- 
tal gained  by  his  credit ;  for  if  there  is  neither  capital  nor 
credit  in  the  coontry,  to  allow  him  to  establish  himself,. be 
must  be  forever  poor  and  miserable.  Then  I  maintain 
that,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  poor,  you  must  sup- 
ply them  with  the  facilities  of  acquiring  either  capital  or 
credit,  or  rather  of  both.  And  this  brings  me  to  an  im- 
portant part  of  our  inquiries  and  our  duties :  Whether  a 
nailon  can  prosper  without  a  sound  and  abundant  convert- 
ible circulating  medium  1  whether  gold  and  silver  alone 
will  be  sufficient  to  promote  that  prosperity  1  and  whether 
the  poor  would  be  benefited  by  the  destruction  of  all  bank- 
ing institutions  ?  Not  having  had  time  to  arrange  a  regu- 
lar and  systematized  argument,  I  will  offer  a  few  consider- 
ations in  relation  to  these  several  propositions,  without 
speaking  of  each  separately,  and  care  but  little  in  what 
order^  1  may  take  them  up,  and  speak  of  each  in  con- 
junction. No  member  on  this  fioor  has  said  that  there 
is  more  than  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  this  country  in 
gold  and  stiver.  The  easiest  way  of  arguing  this  question 
U  by  the  Yankee  mode  of  asking  a  question.  That  ques- 
tion is,  how  will  the  people  be  enabled  to  pay  ojQT  aU  their 
debts,  which  amount  to  many  thousand  millions,  with  only 
eightjr  millions  of  specie,  if  you  force  by  your  policy  bank 
paper  from  circulation?  For  the  constitution  authorizes 
every  creditor  to  exact  specie,  (if  he  is  unfeeling  enouj^ 
to  do  00,)  as  your  law  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  exact  specie,  when  the  banks  cease  to  redeem 
(heir  paper. 

We  can  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  debts  which 
are  owed  by  the  people,  from  the  Preaident's  message.  He 
says:  <*At  the  commencement  of  the  year  IsSi,  the 
banking  capital  of  the  United  States,  including  that  of  the 
nstionai  bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars ;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation 
to  aboot  ninety-five  millions ;  and  the  loans  aiid  discounts 
oC  the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  milhons. 
Between  that  time  and  the  first  of  January,  1836,  being 
the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have  been  re- 
ceived, oar  banking  capital  was  increased  to  more  than  two 
handled  aDd  forty -one  millions ;  their  paper  circulation  to 
more  than  oQc  hundred  and  forty  millions ;  and  the  loans 
and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred  and  forty-seven 
iniilions.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  be  added  the  many 
miUioos  of  credit,"  dtc.  Then,  according  to  the  Presi- 
dent's own  showing,  the  people  owe  the  banks  nearly  eight 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  say  nothing  of  the  immense 
mmount  which  is  owing  between  merchant  and  dealer,  be- 
tween llBtf'meT  and  mechanic ;  and  I  should  not  be  exorbi- 
tanl,  if  I  were  to  say  it  amounts  to  at  least  ten  times  that 
Bum.  Then,  suppose  you  would  carry  out  your  hard 
money  experiment ;  what  would  it  lead  to  1  The  Govern- 
ment exacts  its  dues  iji  gokl  and  silver,  and  requires  the 
fkfposite  banks  and  the  people  to  pay  it  in  gold  and  silver; 
ftbe  banks  which  have  made  loans,  as  all  have,  call  on  the 
importuig  merchants  to  pay  them  in  gold  and  silver  ;  the 
importing  merchant  calls  on  the  retailing  merchant  to  pay 
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him  in  gold  and  silver ;  the  interior  merchant  calls  on  the 
farmer,  and  the  farmer  colls  on  the  mechanic  Cannot  all 
see  the  impossibility  of  paying  more  than  ten  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debts  with  eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  ! 
There  is  not  gold  enough  in  the  world  to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  i^eople  of  this  nation.  But  suppose,  purblindly,  you 
press  on  with  your  schemes :  I  ask  any  member  on  this 
floor,  if  any  of  his  constituents  were  to  owe  a  debt,  say 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  possessed  of  property  to  the 
amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it  would  not  require  the 
whole  property  he  possessed,  if  it  were  to  become  a  general 
policy  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  to  sell  for  one  thousand 
dollari.  So  far  from  this  policy  having  the  tendency  to 
benefit  the  poor,  it  will,  in  its  results,  if  it  be  not  arrested, 
make  the  rich  poor ;  and  the  poor  man,  who  is  forced  to 
pay  all  his  debts  in  gold  and  silver,  will  find  himself  be^ 
gared,  if  not  incarcerated  in  thejail  of  his  county.  TfaAt 
is  the  paradise  of  suffering  and  muwry,  which  such  a  meor 
sure  will  lead  him  to;  and  11  he  follows  such  counsellors 
as  we  have  had  for  the  last  three  years,  he  should  prepare 
his  mind  and  body  to  endure  penury  and  suffering*  **  It 
is  in  these  countries,*'  saiys  an  able  writer,  <<  only,  where 
labor  is  well  rewarded,  and  where  the  mass  of  the  people 
are  placed  in  a  situation  to  accumulato  wealth,  that  they 
acquire  a  stake  in  the  hedge,  and  are,  in  consequence, 
made  to  feel  a  direct  personal  interest  in  the  support  of  all 
those  great  fundamental  principles  essential  to  the  existence 
of  society,  which  they  otherwise  regard  either  with  indif- 
ference or  aversion,  and  which  the  slightest  provocation  is 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  attack." 

But  those  statesmen,  who  ride  in  their  English  carriages 
with  white  servants  in  livery,  who  all  feed  upon  the  pub- 
lic crib,  say  that  the  people  are  too  voluptuous,  they  have 
too  many  luxuries,  that  they  are  too  extravagant»  and 
that  their  rulers  are  determined  to  bring  them  down  to  pri- 
meval simplicity  ;  that  they  must  be  brought  down  to  the 
economy  of  the  pastoral  ages,  aovl  republican  sin^Ucity, 
which  we  read  il  in  books  of  olden  times;* to  the  hard- 
money  days  of  Lycurgus,  when  a  man  was  regarded  a  pa- 
triot, if  he  not  only  would  covet,  but  if  he  would  steal  his 
neighbor's  property,  without  being  detected  in  the  theft-r- 
when  their  bread  was  made  of  acorns,  and  the  skins  of 
wild  beasts  furnished  them  with  raiment.  Or  are  we  to 
be  brought  down  to  later  days,  the  days  when  cocoa 
seeds  were  received  in  part  of  South  America  for  a  curren- 
cy 1  That  had  more  plausibility  about  it,  for  the  holder 
of  that  currency  could  convert  it  into  an  article  of  food, 
which  was  no  small  improvement  upon  LycurgiyiV  system. 

Exapiple  has  more  efibct  than  precept;  and  he  who 
wishes  to  reform  society  must  first  reform  himself;  and  if 
the  President  and  his  Secretary  would  start  the  fashion, 
they  might  advise  with  bett^  hope  of  success.  Let  the 
President  dress  himself  in  sackcloth,  and  his  Secretary  in 
the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  or  borrow  a  dress  from  Keokuck 
or  Black  Hawk,  who  are  now  in  the  city,  and  start  out  as 
missionaries  to  proselyte  the  people,  and  they  will  soon 
find  how  many  converts  they  will  make.  The  first  dis- 
trict which  they  would  enter  would  be  the  district  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor.  J^et  them  ap- 
proach some  settlement  of  industrious  Friends^  or  German 
farmers — the  former  they  would  first  reach  in  about  ten 
miles  from  this  place.  The  President  would  enlarge  upon 
the  advantages  of  his  new  system,  and  finally  hand  the 
listening  crowd  over  to  his  fiiithful  squire,  who  would 
show,  by  statistics^  what  would  be  saved  to  the  nation,  if 
no  luxuries  were  imported  from  abroad,  and  how  much 
loss  their  merchants'  and  tailors*  bills  would  be  if  thoy 
adopted  his  attire — to  banish  broadcloth  coats  and  merino 
shawls.  We  'can  well  conjecture,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  women,  if  they  said  nothing,  would  look  Inexpressible 
things.  And  I  can  imagine  some  such  man  as  Roger 
Brook,  a  resident  of  Montgomery,  who  is  a  man  of  read- 
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ing  and  a  tnt,  replying  to  the  Preaident,  and  aayiog  that 
his  costume  and  the  Secretary's  were  unique  and  peculiar; 
that  he  belonged  to  a  society  that  but  seldom  changed  good 
habits ;  that  he  liked  to  read  of  such  attire  in  the  Bible, 
but  could  not  say  that  he  was  at  that  moment  prepared  to 
adopt  it.  Although  they  are  remarkable  for  treating  both 
invited  and  stranger  guests  with  great  hospitality,  he 
would  ploy  off  Van  Burenism  upon  Van  himself;  and  saj 
to  him,  as  a  delinquent  debtor  once  said  to  a  dunning 
creditor,  friend,  call  next  week,  and  ^-~~—.  then  I  will 
tell  you  when  you  can  call  again. 

But  we  have  had  some  of  these  currencies  in  our  own 
country,  or  something  very  much  like  them.  In  the  dem- 
ocratic simplicity  of  Uie  trappers  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
at  this  time,  they  use  pelt  instead  of  bank  notes,  and  pay 
their  debts  in  the  skins  of  beavers,  otter>  or  racoons. 
Befijre  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  until  1804,  deer 
skins  were  a  legal  tender,  by  the  laws  of  all  Upper  Louisi- 
ana, at  forty  cents  a  pound.  Our  forefather?,  in  their  re- 
publican simplicity,  made  fish  oil,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  a 
legal  tender ;  and  you  cannot  now  open  an  old  statute 
book,  of  either  Virginia  or  Mftryhind,  that  hss  not  tobacco 
so  often  written  in  it,  that  it  almost  smells  of  the  indigenous 
weed.  In  Maryland,  by  the  law  of  1733,  tobacco  was 
made  a  legal  tender  at  a  penny  a  pound,  and  Indian  corn 
at  twenty  pence  a  bushel.  Whilst  in  Virginia,  in  1618, 
tobacco  was  made  a  legal  tender  at  89.  per  pound  ;  and, 
in  1630,  the  <<  young"  and  beautiful  '^  women  who  were 
shipped  by  the  Virginia  Company  in  England  to  that  col- 
ony to  be  married  to  the  residents,  the  price  on  each  was 
a  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  though,  when  the  article 
was  scarce,  as  much  as  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was 
paid." 

This  kind  of  currency-is  very  elegantly  described  in  the 
sixteenth  number  of  Salmagundi,  where  it  represents  that 
*•  the  lady  of  a  Southern  planter  will  lay  out  the  whole 
annual  produce  of  a  rice  plantation  in  silver  and  in  gold 
rauMins,  lace  reils,  and  new  liveries ;  carry  a  hogshead  of 
tobacco  on  her  head,  and  trail  a  bale  of  sea  island  cotton 
at  her  heels ;  while  a  lady  of  Boston  or  Salem  will  wrap 
herself  up  in  the  nett  proceeds  of  a  cargo  of  whale  oil,  and 
tie  on  her  hai  with  a  quintal  of  codfish  !"    I  do  not  believe 
'that  any  of  my  constituents'  wish  to  go  back  to  the  tobac- 
co experiment  of  their  ancestors ;  many  of  them  raise  most 
excellerit  tobacco,  and  some  like  to  exhilarate  their  senses 
with  it;  but  none,  I  believe,  are  anxious  to  have  their 
'dues  paid  in  it ;  they  would  prefer  the  miserable  currency 
which  you  have  now  afflicted  them  with.     I  know  by  how 
frail  a'  teniite  I  hold  the  attention  of  the  committee;  but, 
as  it  has  favored  me  with  its  attention,  I  am  emboldened 
to  proceed  a  little  further,  and  will  attempt  to  ilhistrate  the 
positions  loosely  thrown  out4n  tny  remarks — the  necessity 
'of  the  Government  to  establish,  by  wise  regulations,  a  cur- 
rency fbr  the  people ;  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  the 
'advance  of  this  nation  in  its  usual  snd  rapid  strides  to 
wealth,  to  greatness,  and  to  power*,  without  an  abundant 
and  good  currency.     I  will  not  go  into  a  discussion  of 
metaphysics  and  abstractions,  as  one-hslf  of  the  political 
economists  do,  who  write  long  and  labored  books,  to  find 
out  whether  gold  and  silver  is  properly  money  or  not; 
whether  it  is  a  merchantable  commodity,  and  ought  to  be 
sold  as  any  other  production  of  labor ;  whether  bank  pa- 
per is  a  good  and  safe  representative  of  value,  or  whether 
.  it  may  be  worn  out  and  more  quickly  consumed  than  the 
preciout  metals.     I  will  leav^  these  discussions  to  those 
who  have  a  taste  for  them.     I  am  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  act  upon  cir- 
cumstances around  me  ;  to  look  at  the  past,  and  try  to  do 
the  best  I  can  for  the  fhture.     Close  refinements  may  suit 
the  purpose  of  the  learned  lawyer,  and  abstract  metaphys- 
ics may  autt  the  man  of  recondite  lore,  but  practical  utility, 
I  think,  will  best  suit  an  American  legislator. 


I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  or  two  from 
a  httlc  volume  I  hold  in  my  hand.     It  is  about  half  the 
size  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  and  con- 
tains, in  my  poor  judgment,  more  sound  maxims  of  use- 
fulness to  the  laboring  class  than  all  the  messages  and  re- 
ports, and  speeches  too,  which  have  been  written  by  the 
Preaidenta  and  Secretaries,  and  their  friends,  for  the  last 
four  years.  I  am  sorry  to  discover  that  it  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  libraries  in  this  Capitol;  and,  whilst  I  am 
making  a  misoellaneous  speech,  I  will  use  this  occasion  to 
say  that  I  am  sorry  for  the  American  taste,  that  they  buy 
up  every  large  volume  of  romance  that  is  published,  whilst 
pamphlets  of  solid  information  are  neglected.     In  England 
it  is  diflerent ;  nothing  is  quicker  bought  and  read  there 
than  political  essays  and  statistical  tracts.     We  have  not 
a  taste  for  sUtistics,  and  nothing  is  more  important  for  a 
public  man.     The  volume  which  I  will  read  from  is  ono 
that  was  sent  to  me  by  a  travelled  friend  from  Edinburgh. 
It  was  written  by  J.  R.  McCulIough,  and  is  entitled  "An 
Essay  on  the  Circumstances  which  determine  the  Rate  of 
Wages,  and  the  Condition  of  the  Laboring  classes."  The 
first  section  is  headctl  *«  Rate  of  wages  in  any  given  coun- 
try  at  any  particular  period,  determined  on  the  magnitude 
of  the  fund  or  capital  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  wages, 
compared  with  the  number  of  laborers."    He  says :  ••  The 
capital  of  a  country  consists  of  all  that  portion  of  produce 
of  industry  existing  in  it  which  can  be  made  directly  avail- 
able, either  to  Uie  suppon  of  human  existence,  or  to  the 
facilitating  of  protloction.     But  the  portion  of  capital  to 
which  it  is  now  necessary  to  advert,  consists  of  the  food, 
clothes,  and  other  articles  required  for  the  use  and  con- 
sumption of  the  laborer.     This  portion  forms  the  fund  out 
of  which  their  wages  must  be  wholly  paid.     We  shall  err 
if  we  suppose  that  the  capital  of  a  country  depends  on  ad- 
vantageousness  of  situation,  richness  of  soil,  or  extent  of 
territory.     These,  undoubtedly,  are  circumstances  of  very 
great  importance,  and  must  have  a  powerful  influence  in 
determining  the  rate  at  which  a  people  advance  in  the  ca- 
reer of  wealth  and  civilization.     But  it  is  obviously  not 
on  these  circumstances,  but  on  the  actual  amount  of  the 
accumulated  produce  of  previous  labor,  or  of  capital  devoted 
to  the  payment  of  wages,  in  the  possession  of  a  country, 
at  any  given  period,  that  its  power  of  supporting  and  era- 
ploying  laborers  must  entirely  depend.     A  fertile  soil  af- 
fords the  means  of  rapidly  increasing  capital ;  but  that  ta 
not  all.    Before  that  soil  can  be  cultivated,  capitel  must  be 
provided  for  the  support  of  the  laborers  employed  upon  it, 
just  as  It  must  be  by  providing  for  the  support  of  those  en- 
gaged in  manufacture^,  or  in  any  other  department  of  in- 
dustry. 

<*jt  is  a  necessary  consequence  to  this  principle,  that 
the  amount  of  subsistence  falling  to  each  laborer,  or  the 
rate  of  wages,  must  depend  on  the  proportion  which  the 
whole  capital  bears  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  laboring 
population.  If  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  without 
a  corresponding  increase  taking  place  in  the  population,  a 
larger  share  of  such  capital  will  fall  to  each  individual,  or 
the  rate  of  wages  will  be  increased.  And  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  population  is  increased  faster  than  capital,  a  less 
share  will  be  appropriated  to  each  individual,  or  the  rate  of 
wages  win  be  reduced.*' 

<*  So  long  as  capital  and  population  continue  to  march 
abreast,  or  to  increase  or  diminish  in  the  same  proportion, 
so  long  will  the  rate  of  wages,  and,  consequently,  the  con- 
dition of  the  laborers,  continue  unafiected ;  and  it  is  only 
when  the  proportion  of  capital  to  population  varies,  when 
it  is  either  increased  or  diminished,  that  the  rate  of  wages 
sustains  a  corresponding  advance  or  diminution.  The 
well-being  and  comfort  of  the  laboring  classes  are,  there- 
fore, essentially  dependent  on  the  relation  which  their  in- 
crease bears  to  the  increase  of  the  capital  that  is  (o  feed  and 
enaploy  them.     If  they  increase  faster  than  capital,  thetr 
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wages  will  be  reduced ;  and  if  tbey  increase  slower,  they 
will  be  aQgfncnte«l.  In  fact,  there  are  no  means  whatever 
by  which  the  command  of  the  labering  class  over  the  ne- 
cessaries and  conveniences  of  life  can  be  enlarged,  other 
than  by  accelerating  the  increase  of  capital  as  compared 
with  population,  or  by  retarding  the  increase  of  population 
as  compared  with  capital;  and  every  scheme  of  improving 
the  condition  of  the  laborer,  which  is  not  bottomed  on  this 
principle,  or  which  has  not  an  increase  of  the  ratio  of  cap- 
ital to  population  for  its  object,  must  be  completely  nuga- 
tory and  ineffectual." 

Such  are  the  views,  not  of  a  man  who  wishes  4o  be  re- 
turned to  Congress  upon  some  popular  prejudice^  who  as- 
pires to  a  secretaryship,  or  a  foreign  nussion,  or  to  the 
Prendency,  but  one  who  writes  for  the  henefit  of  mankind, 
and  is  wiUiog  to  meet  his  reward  in  the  approbation  of  a 
benefited  «od  grateful  posterity.  If  I  may  venture  to  illus- 
trate his  views,  in  this  country  we  have  now  some  eight 
or  ten  hundred  miUions  of  circulating  medium,  which  is 
received,  and  gladly  received,  by  all  who  have  debts  to  col- 
lect, as  money.  If  you  adopt  the  advice  offered,  and  de- 
stroy oar  banking  institutions^  you  leduoe  the  circulating 
medium  to  the  amount  of  the  specie  in  the  nation,  which 
has  been  computed  at  eighty  millions ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  Is  much  more  than  half  that  amount.  Then  you 
will  have  a  currency  or  circulating  medium  which,  if  you 
were  to  divide  it  among  the  people,  would  give  each  indi- 
vidual some  three  or  four  dollars.  The  effect  would  be, 
that  those  who  work  for  a  dollar  a  day  now  would  have 
their  wages  reduced  to  some  ten  or  twelve  cents  per  dsy ; 
for,  instead  of  increasing  the  capital  with  the  increase  of 
the  population,  you  reduce  the  capiul  to  about  five  per 
cent,  of  what  it  is  now,  whilst  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try incieaaea  about  five  per  cent,  every  year.  Or  you  would 
have  to  raise  the  value  of  money  more  than  a  thousand  per 
cent.,  and  say  that  a -dime  shall  in  future  pass  for  a  dollar, 
an  eagle  for  a  hundred  dollars.  I  will  read  another  extract 
from  his  second  chapter,  exhibiting  the  «  Comparative  in- 
crease of  capital  and  population."  «It  is  not  possible  to 
obtain,"  he  says,  «any  precisely  accurate  estimate  of  the 
absolute  quantity  of  capital  in  a  country  at  different  pe- 
rtods ;  but  the  cspacity  of  that  capital  to  feed  and  employ 
bborers,  and  the  rate  of  its  increase,  mayi  notwithstanding, 
be  learned  with  sufiident  accuracy  for  our  purpose,  by  re* 
ierring  to  the  progress  of  population.  It  is  clear,  from  the 
statements  already  made,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  country, 
supposing  them  to  have  the  same,  or  about  the  same,  com- 
mand of  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  cannot 
increase  without  a  corresponding  increase  of  capital. 
Whenever,  therefore,  we  find  the  people  of  a  country  in- 
creaaing  without  any,  or  with  but  very  little,  variation  tak- 
ing place  in  their  condition,  we  may  conclude  that  the 
capital  of  the  country  is  increasing  in  the  same  or  very 
near  the  same  proportion.  Now,  it  has  been  established 
beyond  all  question,  that  the  population  of  several  of  the 
8tete«  of  North  America  has,  after  making  due  allowance 
for  immigrants,  continued  to  double,  for  a  century  past,  in 
so  short  a  period  as  twenty,  or  at  most  twenty-five  years ; 
and,  as  the  quantity  of  necessariea  and  conveniences  fall- 
ing to  the  share  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  has 
not  been  materially  increased  or  diminished  during  the  last 
century,  this  increase  of  population  is  a  proof  that  the  cap- 
ital of  the  country  has  advanced  in  a  corresponding  ratio. 
But  in  all  old  settled  countries,  the  increase  of  capital,  and 
consequently  of  population,  is  much  slower.  The  popula- 
tion of  Scotland,  for  example,  is  supposed  to  have  amount- 
ed to  1,050,000  in  1700  ;  and,  as  it  amounted  to  2,135,000 
in  1820,  it  would  follow,  on  the  principle  already  stated, 
that  the  capital  of  the  country  had  required  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  to  double.  In  like  manner,  the  pop- 
ulation of  England  and  Wales  amounted  to  6,064,000  in 
1740,  and  to  12,256,000  in  1821  :  ahowing  that  the  pop- 


ulation, and,  therefore,  the  capital,  of  that  country  appli- 
cable to  the  support  of  man,  or  the  supply  of  food,  clothes, 
and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  support  of  human  life, 
had  doubled  in  about  eighty  years. 

<<The  effects  which  the  different  rates  at  which  capital 
and  population  advance  in  different  countries  have  on  (he 
condition  of  their  inhabitanis,  may  be  exemplified  in  a  very 
striking  manner  by  comparing  the  rate  of  increase  and  the 
actual  state  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  rate  of 
increase  and  the  actual  state  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  It 
is  certainly  true  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  capital  of  Ireland  during  the  last  hundred  years; 
though  no  ^ne  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  progress  of 
the  different  paits  of  the  empire,  has  ever  supposed  that 
this  increase  has  borne  the  proportion  either  of  a  third  or 
even  a  fourth  to  the  increase  of  capital  in  England-  and  ' 
Scotland  during  the  same  period.  But  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation in  Ireland,  as  compared  with  its  increase  in  Brit- 
ain, has  been  widely  different  from  the  increase  in  the  cap- 
ital of  the  two  countries,  or  in  their  means  of  employing 
people,  supporting  them  in  a  state  of  comfort  and  respecta- 
bility. According  to  the  tables  given  in  the  Parliamentary 
reports,  the  population  of  Great  Britain  amounted,  in  1720, 
to  6,955,000,  and  iu  1821  it  amounted  to  14,391,000, 
having  a  little  more  than  doubled  in  the  course  of  the  cen- 
tury ;  while,  from  the  same  reports,  it  appears  that  the  pop- 
ulation of  Ireland,  whose  capital  had  increased  in  so  infe- 
rior a  proportion  to  that  of  Britain,  amounted  to  very  little 
more  than  two  millions  in  1731,  and  to  very  near  seven 
millions  in  1821 ;  having  nearly  quadrupled  in  leas  time 
than  the  population  of  Britain  took  to  double !"  He  fur- 
ther says :  **  All  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  *  the  employment  of  the 
poor  of  Ireland,'  in  1823,  concur  in  representing  their 
numbers  as  excessive,  and  their  condition  aa  wretched  in 
the  extreme.  Their  cabins,  which  are  of  the  most  misera- 
ble description,  are  utterly  unprovided  with  any  thing  that 
can  be  called  furniture.  In  many  families  there  are  no 
such  thingpB  as  bed  clothes.  The  children,  in  extensive 
districts  of  Monster  and  the  other  provinces,  have  not  a 
single  rag  to  cover  their  nakedness;  and,  whenever  the  po- 
tato crop  becomes  even  in  a  slight  degree  deficient,  the 
scourge  of  famine  and  disease  is  felt  in  every  corner  of  the 
country.  The  Right  Honorable  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  M.  P., 
mentions  that  *he  had  known  the  peasantry  of  Kerry  quit 
their  houses  in  search  of  employment,  offering  to  work  foe 
the  meanest  subsistence  that  could  be  obtained,  for  two 
pence  a  day  ;  in  short,  for  any  thing  thst  would  purchase 
food  enough  to  keep  them  alive  for  the  ensuing  twenty- 
four  hours.'  " 

I  will  read  but  one  line  more,  and  then  lay  down  this 
useful  volume.  He  says,  **  that  while  the  average  market 
price  of  a  day's  labor  in  England  may  be  taken  at  from 
20d.  to  2«.,  it  cannot  be  taken  at  more  than  5d.  in  Ire- 
land." 

These  undoubted  historical  facts  are  so  conclusive  to  my 
mind,  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  what  seems 
BO  convincing  to  the  reflecting  understanding,  further  than 
to  say  that  they  first  convince  us  that  you  are  not  to  judge 
of  the  prosperity  of  a  nation  by  its  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation ;  but  if  capital  does  not  advance  side  by  side  with 
population,  misery  and  poverty  will  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence, and  that  the  poor  will  be  the  first  and  most  nu« 
merous  sufferers ;  that  capital  advanced  in  England  with  its 
population,  and  wealth  and  comfort  followed  in  its  train; 
population  rapidly  increased  in  Ireland,  whilst  capital  lag- 
ged behind,  and  misery  and  vvretchedness  now  scourge 
that  people.  Then  carry  out  the  President's  views,  and 
those  of  his  Secretary ;  after  first  destroying  the  United 
States  Bank,  then  destroying  the  State  banks,  by  your 
bankrupt  scheme;  destroy  capital;  destroy  credit,  which 
the  President  says  has  been  carried  too  far,  and  should  Im 
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checked.  Do  all  this,  and  the  poor  man  sees  his  fate  read 
In  the  history  of  Ireland.  Their  distresses  are  great  be- 
yond description  ;  their  means  of  support  the  most  scanty ; 
and  the  Irishman  said  truly,  as  he  said  wittily,  that  the  first 
mouthful  of  bread  he  ever  ate  was  a  potato;  yes,  sir,  the 
potato  is  his  meot  and  his  bread,  and  often  he  is  without  it. 
Carry  out  your  system,  and  the  cheapest  food,  which  is  the 
potato,  will  be  that  which  the  poor  of  this  country  will  be 
forced  to  live  upon.  They  will  not  be  able  to  buy  a  barrel 
of  flour  or  a  barrel  of  pork. 

Bank  credit,  individual  confidence,  and  the  credit  sys- 
tem, have  been  the  chief  currency  of  our  nation  fur  filly 
years.  Never  has  any  nation  prospered  as  this  nation 
has  in  so  short  a  period.  But  now  the  President  tells  us 
,  and  the  people,  that  the  Government  must  cut  loose  from 
the  community  ;  that  they  have  been  trading  on  borrowed 
capita] ;  and  have  carried  the  credit  system  too  far.  Such 
language  would  be  ungenerous  from  that  source,  if  in  all 
respects  true.  Who  did  most  to  adopt  measures  which 
brought  about  these  results!  You  destroyed  the  United 
Suies  Bank,  and  at  least  tacitly  invited  the  States  to  fill 
the  vacuum  of  that  institution  by  making  banks  of  their 
own.  You  told  these  State  banks  to  discount  liberally. 
The  people,  believing  that  all  was  true  which  you  told 
them,  increased  their  business :  the  farmer  bought  more 
land,  the  mechanic .  employed  more  journeymen.  Each 
went  in  debt,  believing,  if  your  promises  of  a  better  cur- 
rency would  be  realized,  that  be  could  not  only  meet  his 
liabilities,  but  enlarge  his  means.  Your  promises  were 
not  realized ;  and  now  he  meets  with  executive  denunci- 
ation for  trusting  to  that  very  Executive.  Is  not  this  un- 
generous ?  Is  it  not  cruel  1  It  is  a  very  refinement  in 
cruelty,  which  a  fallen  angel  might  envy. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  has  written,  as  I  have 
spoken,  about  a  great  many  things ;  among  others,  he  tells 
us  that  England  has  overtraded,  and  all  Europe  felt  em- 
barrassments as  we  feel  them. 

It  is  often  true,  (and  the  President's  message  proves  it,) 
as  Lord  Brougham  has  well  said,  that  philosophers  have 
been  led  iuto  an  error,  not  uncommon  in  many  of  the  de- 
partments of  science,  and  in  none  more  frequent  than  in 
politics — the  mistake  of  the  occasion  for  the  cause,  and  of 
a  collateral  effect  for  a  principle  of  causation.  Sir,  it  is 
true  that  there  have  been,  and  are,  embarrassments  in  the 
moneyed  arrangements  of  Europe;  but  did  it  originate 
there  T  No,  sir.  I  have  an  interesting  pamphlet  before  me, 
written  very  recently,  and  translated  from  the  French, 
which  I  cannot  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  commit  ee  to 
road  extracts  from.  But  it  shows  by  the  most  conclusive 
demonstration,  that  the  first  cause  of  our  distresses  was  the 
warfare  upon  the  bank  and  the  currency  by  General  Jack- 
son in  this  country ;  that  so  clearly  allied  is  the  whole 
commercial  world  with  this  nation,  that  embarrassments  in 
this  country  are  felt,  and  will  be,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, by  every  Power  of  Europe  with  whom  we  trade. 
Civilization  and  commerce  have  made  the  human  fam>ly, 
■o  far  as  trade  is  concerned,  as  one  people,  and  you  cannot 
derange  the  interest  of  one  without  alTectlng  the  business 
of  all. 

This  connexion  and  this  dependance  have  been  the  re- 
BuU  of  the  credit  system,  which  has  been  so  much  de- 
nounced, and  which  has  been  enlarged  upon  in  the  execu- 
tive message.  I  have  listened  to  speeches  on  this  floor, 
in  which  whole  pages  of  the  Gouge  plan  have  been 
adopted ;  yes,  sir,  the  whole  anti-bank  plan.  The  little 
Btates  of  the  Germanic  provinces  have  been  alluded  to,  to 
•how  that  by  individual  banks  the  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  nation  could  be  promoted.  Sir,  statesmen  and  po- 
litical economists  run  into  error  in  receiving  the  theories  of 
abstra«t  writers.  Practical  judgment  knows  how  to  re- 
ceive or  to  eschew  maxims  of  writers  which  apply  to  a 
particular  nation  in  a  particular  condition.     The  province* 


of  Germany  are  small ;  the  line  of  business  is  defined.  Our 
nation  is  as  yet  new,  and  immensely  expansive.  What 
may  be  wise  in  a  little  State  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  may 
not  be  wise  in  a  large  State  in  an  immense  hemisphere. 

But  I  deny  that  any  of  the  Germanic  provinces  have 
gained  their  wealth  or  their  prosperity  by  the  simple  gold 
money  system,  by  excluding  the  whole  foundations  of  the 
credit  system.  And,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  I  will  read 
one  sentence  from  the  first  volume  of  Lord  Broughham** 
admirable  work  on  the  Colonial  Policy  of  European  Na- 
tions: **  Credit  has  contributed  to  the  astonishing  increase 
of  the  Dutch  settlements,  so  much  wanted  in  all  other 
colonies.*'  To  sustain  this  opinion,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  Thornton  on  Paper  Credit,  showing  that  pajier  credit 
has  been  a  great  cause  of  the  prosperity  of  Holland.  He 
soys  <*  the  extent  of  the  circulating  medium  of  Holland  is 
deserving  of  notice.  Besides  the  great  circulation  of  bank 
notes  and  receipts.  Government  paper  and  bills  of  exchange, 
(which  latter  are  without  doubt  a  part  of  the  circulating 
paper  of  every  trading  country,  although  they  circulate 
more  slowly  than  the  other  parts,}  the  system  of  colonial 
credit  must  have  always  thrown  into  the  market  a  veiy 
large  portion  of  circulating  paper.**  Then,  sir,  when  it  ie 
thus  shown  that  the  Germanic  States  and  Holland  owe 
their  prosperity  to  the  paper  system  and  to  credit,  they  will 
no  longer  be  quoted  against  both. 

If  there  is  one  man  on  earth  who  knows  when  fo  use  (ba 
credit  system,  it  is  the  German,  whether  he  is  in  Europe  or 
America;  because  he  is  a  close  calculator  of  number  one. 
If  he  finds,  after  making  his  estimates,  that  he  can  easily 
repay,  he  will  then  borrow  money  at  six  per  cent.,  when 
he  has  convinced  his  mind  that  he  will  make  eight,  or  ten, 
or  twelve,  upon  its  judicious  use.  They  do  not  want  the 
Executive,  or  any  one  else,  to  tell  them  how  to  make  their 
estimates ;  they  are  themselves  the  safest  calculators  in  the 
world. 

Some  gentlemen  here,  from  the  South,  have  advocated 
this  measure  and  the  views  of  the  Executive^to  destroy 
the  banking  system  of  our  country,  to  disconnect  Govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  and  to  restrain  the  credit  policy  of 
the  nation.  I  have,  it  is  tiue,  travelled  much  through  the 
South,  the  West,  and  the  North.  '  I  have  read  much  of 
all,  and  reflected  anxiously  on  their  separate  and  blended 
interests;  still  I  do  not  feel  sufiUcient  confidence  in  mys»elf 
to  dissent  too  rashly  from  some  of  the  opinions  which  I 
have  heard  of  members,  who  take,  with  an  air  of  'confi- 
dence, the  interest  of  their  respective  regions  of  the  coon- 
try  under  their  own  protection.  I  cannot,  however,  re- 
strain the  expression  of  my  doubts  that  the  interest  of  the 
South  will  be  promoted  by  these  measures.  I  honestly 
believe  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  Union  where  capital  is 
in  such  demand,  and  credit  so  much  required,  as  in  the 
South — the  cotton-growing  regions.  It  may  be  true  that, 
in  some  of  the  old  Southern  States — in  South  Carolina,  for 
instance,  where  capital  is  somewhat  fixed  and  established— > 
those  who  receive  large  patrimonial  possessions,  with  hands 
upon  them  to  work  them,  and  money  to  carry  them  on, 
may  do  well  in  any  vicissitude  of  our  policy,  but  less  ad- 
vantageously upon  the  new  than  the  old  system.  Bat 
even  that  favored  portion  of  the  population  of  the  States  of 
the  South  is  comparatively  but  a  small  portion.  The  great 
mass  of  the  cotton -growers  are  men  who  have  moderate 
means,  and  are  forced  to  extend  their  credit  They  may 
have  a  few  thousand  dollars  and  a  few  negroea.  After 
they  shall  have  purchased  a  plantation,  they  will  find  their 
funds  are  exhausted,  and  that  they  must  resort  to  credit  to 
get  their  establishment  into  profitable  operation ;  and  this 
is  more  especially  the  case  of  the  Southwestern  States.  An 
editor  in  Mississippi  some  time  ago  aaid  that  that  State 
did  not  owe  less  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  negroes  } 
in  other  words,  for  laboring  capital.  Now,  require  that 
Stale  to  pay  ten  millions  in  specie,  and  you  would  have  to 
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sell  at  leut  one- fourth  of  the  State  to  make  the  amount; 
and  that  is  the  most  extensiTO  cottou-groifving  Sute  in  the 
Soathern  country. 

Sir,  I  maiouin  that  this  yery  productive  labor,  as  it  has 
been  called— the  slave  labor  of  the  South— is  strictly  and 
truly  more  of  capital  than  labor,  I  could  quote  Lord 
Brougham,  and  the  reasoning  of  Senator  Tracy,  to  sustain 
the  opinion,  but  I  will  not  read  from  either ;  for  I  have  not 
time  to  discuss  it  before  this  almost  exhausted  committee, 
nor  is  it  important  for  my  present  purpose.  But,  to  come 
fo  the  middle,  the  grain-growing  and  agricultural  States : 
how  few  of  the  number  of  their  inhabitanU  have  been  left 
farms^  and  utensils,  and  money,  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
whole  of  the  paraphernalia  of  farming  operations  1  Nine 
out  of  ten  have  to  purchase  farms,  and  to  gain  credit  for 
their  personal  property,  in  order  to  carry  them  on  with 
proaperilj.  ««A  farm,"  says  Senator  Tracy,  "is  a  real 
manufactory ;"  "a  field  is  a  real  utensil,  or,  if  ycu  please, 
a  store  of  firat  materials  ;*•  to  set  it  into  profluble  motion, 
you  must  have  capital,  or  credit  to  gain  capital,  in  order  to 
make  it  useful  or  profitable. 

But  if  we  were,  as  it  is  our  duty,  to  turn  our  eyes  and 
inquiry  farther  north,  where  manufactures  and  farming  go 
hand  in  hand  together :  a  manufacturer  builds  his  factory, 
but  finds  that  his  ability  will  not  be  sufficient  to  purchase 
all  of  the  law  material  to  be  worked  up  into  useful  and 
profitable  fiibrica.  Ue  must  either  gain  credit,  or  at  once 
4iismiis  his  hands,  and  abandon  his  useful  enterprise ;  these 
hands  must  work  in  some  other  and  new  employment,  for 
u  quarter  of  a  dollar  a  day,  instead  of  gaining  a  dollar,  if 
Che  head  of  the  factory  could  have  obtained  credit.  Thus, 
your  system  will  prostrate  the  man  of  some  capital,  and 
throw  out  of  employment  the  man  who  has  but  a  useful 
trade. 

But  how  can  you  carry  on  commerce  between  man  and 
man  without  a  aound  convertible  currency,  without  im- 
mense ktss  to  both  the  consumer  and  producer  1  Tracy 
has  truly  said  that  "commerce  and  society  are  one  and  the 
same  tiling;"  he  has  said  in  another  place,  "commerce  is 
the  whoie  of  society,  as  lalwr  is  the  whole  of  riches."  The 
internal  commerce  among  the  Sutes  and  the  people  of  the 
Stales  is  vastly  greater  than  its  foreign  commerce^  and  re- 
quires some  circulating  medium  to  represent  value.  There 
is  not  gold  and  silver  enough  for  this  purpose :  then  you 
are  forced  to  have  either  a  convertible  or  inconvertible 
paper  currency,  or  make  the  productions  of  labor  a  curren- 
cy. Tou  had  a  convertible  paper  currency,  the  best  in  the 
world,  and  the  nation  was  happy  and  prosperous.  You 
taught  the  people  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  to  aid  you 
in  destroying  it ;  and  they  are  now  afilicted  with  an  incon- 
vntible  depreciating  currency.  To  restore  the  former 
prosperity,  you  must  restore  the  former  currency. 

You  tell  the  people  to  banish  from  use  small  notes ;  and 
your  measures  force  the  people  to  countenance  their  exist- 
eooe.  We  had  a  good  currency  in  Maryland  a  few  years 
•gOb  That  State  prohibited  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
five  dollars,  and  I  believe  but  one  bank  under  their  charters 
eonid  iasue  notes  of  a  less  denomination.  Public  necessity 
has  been  made  paramount  to  the  law  and  the  policy  of  the 
State,  and  every  corporation,  and  almost  every  individusl 
in  business,  feels  himself  authorized  to  become  a  banker, 
and  to  fill  the  State  with  notes  of  the  fractional  parts  of  a 
dollar.  This  was  the  case  in  all  the  States,  as  now,  when 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  was  destroyed.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  relic  of  those  days — a  note  of  the  de- 
nomination of  **  ten  cents,"  which  a  friend  sent  me  from 
Virginia,  on  the  ■'Farmers,  Mechanics,  and  Merchant's 
Bank"  of  " Charlestown,  Jefieraon  county,. Virginia;"  is- 
aned  "^ovember  3d,  1816,"  and  signed  "Wm.  Brown, 
eaahier."  I  have  another  precious  relic  of  past  days,  when 
there  was  no  United  States  Bank.  It  is  printed  on  coarse 
■tiff  paper,  and  davignatea  "No.  S7,418"  for  "fifteen  shil- 


lings," f  <  according  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  Majesty  George  the  I'hird,  dated  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1773,  signed  Thos.  Leech,  William  Criffin,  James 
Stephens ;"  and  on  the  back  of  the  note  is  written,  "  To 
counterfeit,  U  dsath."  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  cir-« 
culation  of  small  notes,  and  as  much  in  f«vor  of  a  sound 
and  abundant  specie  basis,  and  specie  circulation,  as  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  Hence  it  is  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
such  measures  as  will  effect  that  desirable  result — messures 
that  have  been  tried ;  not  the  chimerical  schemes  of  fanci- 
ful politicians. 

From  the  genius  and  character  of  our  people,  spread  as 
they  are  from  the  east  many  thousand  miles  west,  filling  all 
the  intermediate  countiy,  of  every  variety  of  production,  from 
almost  the  polar  region  of  the  North  to  the  land  of  the  sugar 
cane  and  perennial  verdure,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  free 
interchange  and  trade,  without  immtnse  loss  to  the  people, 
without  a  better  currency  than  we  have  at  this  time.  I  have 
no  doubt  if  a  United  States  bsnk  were  established,  with  a 
capital  of  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars,  to  issue  no 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  its  notes  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues,  and  the  notes 
of  all  banka  that  ahall  resume  specie  paymenU  within  a 
given  period ;  that,  after  a  limited  period,  neither  the  Gov- 
ernment nor  the  bank  should  receive  notes  of  any  bank 
that  issued  notes  less  Uian  five  dollars,  and,  after  a  further 
period,  often — you  would  gradually  have  withdrawn  alt  the 
small  notes ;  confidence  would  be  restored,  and  the  people 
would  once  more  see  and  handle  specie.  The  operation 
would  be  gradual,  and  create  no  alarm,  or  embarrassment, 
or  derangement  in  business.  Whatever  might  be  the  char- 
acter of  Uie  State  banks,  they  would  find  it  to  their  interest 
to  conform  to  these  regulations;  for  the  receivability  of  their 
notes  by  the  Government  and  the  bank  would  induce  them 
to  call  in  all  tlieir  small  notes ;  for  those  banks  could  not 
prosper  whose  notes  would  be  continually  returning  upon 
them  as  soon  as  thrown  into  circulation,  as  the  notes  of 
every  bank  would  that  were  not  received  by  the  Government 
and  the  bank  an^l  its  branches. 

At  any  rate,  this  is  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind, 
after  anxious  research  and  reflection,  has  attained.  By 
such  a  course  we  would  enable  the  people  gradually  to  ex- 
tricate themselves  from  their  difliculties,  and  the  nation, 
now  and  in  future  time,  would  be  benefited. 

But  we  have  been  told  by  a  distinguished  member  from 
Virginis,  [Mr.  KoBXRTsoir,]  that  we  are  not  legislating 
for  posterity,  but  for  ourselves;  and  that  posterity  will  le- 
gislate fbr  iuelf.  This  is  not  the  first  Unie  that  I  have 
heard  of  the  remark  being  made  in  a  legislative  assembly, 
though  not  by  Thomas  Jefft^rson.  But  there  is  authority, 
and  very  high  authority,  fur  it — the  authority  of  Sir  Hugh 
Boyle  Roch.  Barrington,  in  his  Pergonal  Sketches,  men- 
tions that  a  debate  arose  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  vole  of  a  grant  which  was  recommended  by  Sir  John 
Parnell,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  one  not  likely  to 
be  felt  burdensome  for  many  years  to  come.  It  was  ob- 
served, in  reply,  that  the  House  had  no  just  right  to  load 
posterity  with  a  weighty  debt,  for  what  could  in  no  degree 
operate  to  their  advantage.  Sir  Hugh,  eager  to  defend  the 
measures  of  Government,  immediately  rose,  and,  in  a  few 
words,  put  forward  the  most  unanswerable  argumenl  which 
human  ingenuity  could  possibly  devise.  <*What!  Mr. 
Speaker,"  said  be,  «  and  so  we  are  to  beggar  oursohes  for 
fear  of  vexing  posterity  !  Now,  I  would  ssk  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  this  still  more  honorable  House,  why  we 
should  put  oureelves  out  of  the  way  to  do  any  thing  for 
posterity — for  what  h^  posterity  done  for  tu?^ 

Sir  Hugh  perceiving,  upon  taking  his  seat,  that  there 
were  many  amiling,  and  not  being  conscious  that  he  had 
said  any  thing  out  of  the  way,  concluded  that  the  House 
had  mistaken  him.    He  therefore  rose  and  begged  leave  to 
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explain,  as  he  apprehended  that  gentlfman  had  entirely 
mUukeu  his  words.  He  ai$sured  the  House  <*  that  by  po9- 
ttrity  he  did  not  at  all  mean  our  ancestors,  but  those  who 
were  to  come  immediately  after  them. 

.  Such  reasoninpr  may  have  effect  on  some  minds,  but  it 
can  have  none  on  mine.  That  an  American  Congress 
shall  not  shape  their  measures  to  benefit  posterity,  is  a 
sentiment  I  cau  never  subscribe  to.  There  is  an  instinct 
in  all  animated  nature,  to  protect  iu  offspring.  The  most 
timid  animal  that  is  not  endowed  with  reason  will  peril  its 
existence  to  protect  its  young.  What  huntsman  has  not 
seen  the  skittish  pheasant  change  its  nature,  at  times,  at 
his  sudden  approach,  and,  crying  warning  to  its  aflrigbted 
brood,  flutter  before  his  footsteps,  with  its  rich  plumsg^ 
expanded,  as  if  to  challenge  his  deadly  aim  !  And  what 
genarous  huntsman  has  not  paused,  in  harmless  admiration, 
till  the  fond  mother  could  make  an  adroit  retreat  to  its 
secure  brood !  Is  it  possible  for  the  day  ever  to  arrive 
when  the  House  of  Representatives  will  have  become  so 
metamorphosed  as  to  forget  all  instinct  of  nature,  all  duty 
of  reason,  as  to  look  singly  at  the  selfish  interest  of  them- 
selvesy  without  consulting  their  duty  to  posterity  1  No, 
sir,  it  is  not  possible ;  the  laws  of  human  nature  will  never 
be  so  changed. 

I  cannot  but  allude  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickbics.]  He  expatiated,  as 
the  message  has,  upon  the  banking  system  of  this  country 
and  England,  and  said  that  England  had  overtraded  and 
overbanked. 

I  could  but  picture  in  my  mind  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
addressing  that^body  with  the  same  earnest  and  impassion- 
ed strain  to  change  its  policy,  to  destroy  its  bank,  and  to 
narrow  down  its  credit  system  to  the  standard  of  his  judg- 
ment. 1  could  fancy  to  my  mind  the  whole  House  giving 
him  profound  attention,  and  admiring  his  eloquence,  if 
they  doubted  the  wisdom  of  hb  views ;  and  that,  after  he 
bad  concluded,  some  veteran  statesman  would  approach  him 
in  terms  of  friendly  gratulation,  and  privately  admonish 
him,  before  he  made  another  speech  on  those  subjects,  that 
he  should  lock  himself  up  in  an  abundant  library,  and 
neither  give  nor  receive  a  visit  until  he  had  thoroughly 
read  the  entire  history  of  England  in  relation  to  the  causes 
of  her  prosperity  ;  that  then  he  hoped  he  would  be  willing 
to  make  a  speech  on  the  other  side,  for  he  would  find 
ample  occasion  for  that  change ;  he  would  find  It  was 
that  policy  which  quickened  into  usefulness  the  bid- 
den coal  and  embedded  ore;  it  was  that  system  which 
taxed  the  watercourses  to  lessen  the  taxes  ot  the  people, 
which  had  before  flowed  on  unobstructed  from  the  moun- 
tain side  to  the  ocean;  it  was  that  system  which  makes 
them  now,  in  tribute  to  industry,  leap  on  the  water-wheel, 
and  labor  into  motion  millions  of  spindles;  it  is  that  policy 
which  has  built  up  factories,  and  made  all  England  one 
vast  and  prosperous  workshop,  and  created  her  wealth, 
which  all  the  gold  of  all  the  mines  of  South  America  could 
not  purchase  ;  and  has  given  her  power  that  half  the  world 
could  not  subdue,  and  has  made  almost  all  of  it  tributary 
to  her. 

Another  gentleman,  in  his  remarks  yesterday,  [Mr. 
HuiTTXR,  of  Virginia,]  in  making  a  hard-money  speech, 
(and  if  he  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  it  was  one  of  the  best 
I  have  listened  to,}  wished  to  demonstrate  the  evils  of  the 
banking  system,  by  referring,  in  illustration  of  his  posititm, 
to  the  fact  that,  during  the  long  war  in  Europe,  the  French 
Government  adopted  the  policy  of  making  a  run  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  whose  psper  was  in  circulation  on  the 
continent,  and  consequently  the  bank  had  to  suspend 
flpecie  payments.  That  honorable  gentleman  is  right  in 
his  historical  fact,  but  I  mu^t  ditTer  with  him  in  his  con- 
cluition,  that  the  British  Government  sustained  an  injury 
by  that  bank  from  this  circumsUuce. 


It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  French  nation  thought 
that  one  of  the  best  ways  of  defeating  the  British  arms  was 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  means  of  supply  of  money  to 
her  armies,  and  did  employ  Jews  to  present  at  the  counter 
of  the  Bank  of  England  iU  notes..  But  did  that  quick- 
sighted  nation  bend  to  the  policy  of  its  enemy,  and  coun- 
tenance the  discredit  of  its  bank  1  Did  the  Government 
of  England,  when  a  run  was  made  on  the  bank,  do  as 
our  Government  has  done— denounce  and  aid  to  ruin  the 
bank  ?  No,  sir.  The  ministers  at  once  brought  in  a  Mil 
to  invite — ^yes,  sic,  to  request — the  Bank  of  England  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  Did  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land do  as  our  Government  h&s  done — refuse  to  take  the 
notes  of  the  banki  No,  sir;  in  that  very  bill  of  1797 
they  made  the  notes  a  legal  tender,  and  stamped  the  en- 
courai^ing  seal  of  the  nation  upan  them,  by  saying  that 
the  Government  would  take  them  for  public  dues.  It  was 
a  consummate  policy,  and  the  sequel  proved  it ;  for,  al- 
though the  law  was  limited  to  six  months,  I  think  it  was 
renewed,  from  time  to  time,  for  some  twenty  years.  Did 
the  notes  of  that  bank  depreciate  as  the  notes  of  our  banks 
have,  that  have  been  dishonored  by  the  Government  ? 
Read  the  history  of  English  currency,  and  you  will  find 
that  they  did  not.  That  policy  prevented  a  panic  and  sus- 
tained credit,  and  enabled  England  to  contract  a  debt  of 
twenty  five  hundred  millions,  in  a  war  of  unprecedented 
consumption  and  fury.  By  preserving  credit  at  home, 
she  gained  it  abroad ;  and  nothing  aided  her  more  than  the 
Bank  of  England.  It  was  this  policy  which  made  her 
victorious  in  that  war;  it  was  because  industry  was  her 
capital,  and  credit  her  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  trespassed  much  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  committee  then  I  had  intended ;  but  a  dread  of 
the  consequences  of  this  measure  upon  the  farmers  end 
mechanics  of  the  district  which  I  represent  has  induced  me, 
together  with  the  attention  which  I  have  received,  to  claim 
so  large  a  portion  of  your  time. 

I  will  answer  one  otHer  remark,  whilst  up,  from  ray 
Southern  friends,  and  then  hand  them  over  to  their  constit- 
uents. My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robkhtsov]  seid 
that  be  voted  for  this  same  scheme  in  the  twenty-third 
Congress,  when  General  Gordon  proposed  his  **  skeletnn** 
of  a  hi  1 ;  that,  as  he  went  for  the  '*  divorce"  system  then* 
he  will  sustain  his  consistency  by  going  for  the  bill  under 
debate ;  and  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  oppoeiiion 
went  for  it  then.  A  friend  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wisb]  has  informed  the  House  that  he  and 
many  others  voted  for  it  then,  in  courtesy  to  his  oollea^e 
who  had  moved  it,  so  as  to  bring  the  proposition  before  the 
House ;  but  never  dreamed  for  a  moment  of  voting  for  it 
on  its  final  passage. 

.1  wish  here  to  say  that  I  was  not  in  my  place— from  in- 
disposition—when the  vote  was  taken  on  General  Gordon's 
proposition  ;  but  had  I  been,  I  would  have  voted  against  it. 

If  my  honorable  friend  is  willing  to  sue  out  for  a  **  di- 
vorce,'* in  order  to  msrry  a  '*  skeleton,**  I  should  not  be,  if 
I  were  united  to  the  worst  shrew  in  the  world.  But  there 
is  no  debating  about  taste. 

If  I  wished  to  consult  a  lawyer  of  profound  legral  read- 
ing and  reflection  upon  an  abstract  question  in  that  com- 
plex science,  the  first  gentleman  in  this  House  that  I  would 
approach  would  be  the  learned  gentleman  from  Richmond, 
[Mr.  RoBKKTSoiT  ;]  but  if  I  wished  to  ask  advice  in  aelect- 
ing  <*  a  help  meet,"  I  think  that  he  would  be  the  last.  I  will 
candidly  admit  that  my  friend  has  more  courage  than  mj- 
self.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  could  screw  my  courage  up 
to  join  in  wedlock's  embrace  a  skeleton  of  dry  bones.  I 
would  have  first  to  see  it  filled  with  musdes,  flesh  and 
blood,  life  and  animation,  fair  symmetry  and  proportion. 
I  must  fimt  see  the  human  form  and  face  divine;  and  then« 
but  not  till  then,  I  would  venture  to — "speak,  to  iu** 

What  assurance  can  the  gentleman  hi^ve  that  his  skele- 
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ton  might  not  be  made  by  the  Secretary,  ^ho  baa  to  fill  op 
the  outlines  of  the  form — a  hideous  caricature— a  monster 
in  human  form,  afBicted  with 

'*  All  the  ills  ihat  flesh  is  heir  to." 

" all  diseasefl,  all  maladies, 

Of  ghasily  spasm,  or  racking  torture,  qualms 
Of  bean  sick  agnoj,  all  fevecuus  kinds- 
Con  vulsioos,  epilepsies,  fierce  catarrhs. 
Intestine  ills  and  ulcers,  colic  pangs, 
Demoniac  phrensy,  moping  melancholy. 
And  moon^stnick  madness,  piuiim  atrophy, 
MarMmus,  and  wide- wasting  pesulence. 
Dropsies,  and  asthmas,  and  joint-racking  rheums  1" 

The  ekeleton  of  the  bill  before  us-^for  it  is  but  a  skele- 
ton— although  accompanied  with  *<  vaults**  and  <<  strong 
boxes,"  they  are  not  boxes  of  ointment — they  are  but  Pan- 
dora's boxea^  filled  with  scourges  and  diseases,  without 
having  hope  at  the  bottom,  with  which  the  Secretary  may 
afflict  with  pestiferous  evils  the  body  politic  on  whom  you 
are  going  to  ibrce  this  unnatural  alliance. 

But,  before  I  exhaust  tbe  patience  of  this  committee  and 
myself  I  wish  to  refer  to  one  historical  fact,  in  hopes  that 
tbe  advocates  of  this  measure  may  find  a  moral  in  it ;  and 
in  the  hope  that  they  may  pause  and  profit  by  it  before  they 
consummate  this  hasty  and  ill-judged  measure. 

At  one  period  of  the  English  history,  corporate  privl- 
leires  were  as  unpopular  as  they  have  been  made  in  this 
country ;  they  were  unpopular  because  abuses  existed  under 
them — ^real,  not  imaginary ;  and  in  none  did  abuses  exist 
to  so  great  an  extent  as  in  the  East  India  Company. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  was  made  Premier,  finding  that  popular 
iceling  existed  strongly  against  the  abuses  practised  under 
that  company's  incorporated  privileges,  and  knowing  how 
strong  an  influence  he  could  wield  if  he  could  bring  every 
interest  connected  with  that  company  to  be  dependant  upon 
the  ministry,  conceived  the  plan,  not  of  remedying  the  evils, 
but  the  bold  scheme  of  annulling  their  charter,  and  appoint- 
ing comsussJonecs  with  absolute  power  to  conduct  the  af- 
fairs of  that  company.  He  brought  forward  a  bill,  and 
predicated  it  upon  a  plausible  preamble  of  the  good  of  the 
company  and  the  good  of  the  people,  for  its  better  regulaf- 
tion  and  theirs.  It  was  not  the  skeleton  of  a  bill,  like  this 
on  yoar  table,  but  full  and  ample  in  its  parts  and  in  its  de- 
tails. That  the  committee  may  judge  of  its  character,  I 
will  request  the  Cierk  to  read  the  preamble  and  the  first 
aectioo: 

[**A  Bill  for  vetting  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company 

in  the  hands  of  certain  commMonera,  for  the  benefit  of 

the  pn^rietoni  and  the  publio. 

**  Whereas  disorders  of  an  alarming  nature  and  magni- 
tude have  long  prevailed,  and  do  still  continue  and  increase, 
in  the  management  of  the  territorial  possessions,  the  rev- 
eoues,  and  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  in  the  East  In- 
dies ;  by  means  whereof  the  prosperity  of  the  natives  has 
been  greatly  diminished,  and  the  valuable  interests  o(  this 
nation  in  tbe  said  territorial  possessions,  revenues,  and 
commerce  hare  been  milterially  impaired,  and  would  prob- 
acy haTe  fallen  into  utter  ruin,  if  an  immediate  and  fitting 
remedy  were  not  provided  .* 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tbe  Lords 
sptritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Commons,  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  government  and  management  of  tbe  temporal  po»- 
9c«ons,  revenue,  and  commerce  of  the  united  company 
of  naerchants  of  England,  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  by 
the  directors  and  proprietors  of  the  said  company,  or  either 
of  them ;  and  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities 
of  the  said  directors  and  proprietors,  or  of  any  special  or 
general  or  other  court  thereof,  in  the  ordering  and  mana- 
ging the  said  possessions,  revenues,  and  commerce ;  and  all 
elections  of  the  directors  of  the  said  copapany  be,  and  are 
hereby,  declared  to  be  discontinued  for  and  during  th«  col^ 


tinuance  of  this  act,  any.  charter,  usage,  law,  or  statute  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding."] 

The  section  which  you  have  heard  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose. 

'*  Ex  uno  disce  omnes." 

For  the  public  good  he  was  for  seizing  upon  its  char- 
tered rights  and  its  revenues,  making  it  dependant  upon 
the  executive  will.  Under  a  tide  of  strong  popular  feel- 
ing, he  carried  his  bill  through  one  House  with  an  im- 
mense majority.  His  bosom  glowed  with  triumph,  and 
he  fancied  himself  secure  in  his  place. 

The  public  mind  passed,  and  judgment  had  time  to 
counsel  its  feeling.  The  people  began  to  reflect  upon  the 
consequences  of  the  measure.  They  saw  if  that  company 
was  to  be  destroyed,  its  charter  taken  from  it,  and  all  con- 
trol placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  it  might  be  the  case  of 
all  other  institutions;  every  chartered  privilege  might  be 
taken  the  same  way,  and,  finally,  all  power  in  the  nation 
might  be  exercised  by  the  Executive,  or  surrendered  to  it 
by  a  subservient  Parliament.  They  soon  drew  a  dis- 
tinction between  remedying  and  destroying;  and,  by  the 
force  of  a  change  in  the  popular  mind,  the  bill  was  lost  in 
the  other  House,  and  Mr.  Pox  was  no  longer  minister. 

What  was  the  <great  Fox's  fate  may  be  the  fate  of 
others.  Let  others,  therefore,  take  warning  by  the  les- 
ions of  history. 

Our  instttutions  are  too  firmly  implanted  in  our  general  / 
system,  they  have  taken  too  deep  root  in  the  business  and 
well-being  of  society,  property  is  too  much  valued  and 
too  equally  divided  by  the  laws  of  our  States  and  the  laws 
of  Industrious  gfain,  for  the  people  to  throw  all  things  into 
hotch-potch  and  form  a  common  stock,  or  ever  to  induce 
them  to  sustain  such  measures,  or  measures  which  lead  to 
such  restths.  The  golden  bawble  will  not  now  even  amuse 
much  less  captivate,  sober,  well-thinking  men.  You  can- 
not even  entice  children  with  it. 

You  may,  in  a  few  congressional  districts,  still  hold  out 
the  delusion  to  the  people,  but  be  assured  they  will  be  but 
few.  There  is  one  district  north  of  *'  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line"  in  which  it  may  succeed— a  district  repiesented  on 
this  fioor  by  a  gentleman  who  defeated  one  of  the  niuil 
intelligent  and  amiable  gentleman  I  have  ever  known,  by 
telling  his  constituents  enormous  witch  stories — stories  as 
miraculous  as  were  ever  toM  by  the  fiimous  **  witch  king^ 
who  figured  in  the  north  of  England  some  three  centuries 
ago.  But  he  finally  was  drowned,  and  as  I  know  that 
there  are  mill-ponds  in  that  gentleman's  district,  more 
than  six  feet  deep,  I  beg  the  member  to  keep  a  look  out. 

Sir,  since  the  days  of  Isaac  of  Cyprus,  no  man  has  been 
pleased  to  have  golden  fetters  placed  upon  him.  Hume 
informs  us,  that  after  his  treasures  were  seized  upon  by 
Richard  the  First,  and  the  prince  incarcerated  and  bouud 
in  irons,  he  complained  of  the  cruelty  of  his  conqueror. 
Richard  had  the  iron  fetters  taken  ofif,  and  golden  ones 
placed  on  in  their  stead.  The  Cypriot,  pleased  with  this 
distinction,  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  generosity  of 
bis  conqueror. 

The  people  have  been  restrained  in  their  business  by 
golden  fetters,  which  the  executive  brain  has  forged ;  they 
want  them  thrown  oft*,  so  that  they  may  have  elbow-room 
to  prosecute  their  industry  as  formeriy. 

I  ask,  I  beseech,  thilB  House  to  pause  in  its  course  be- 
fore it  sanctions  such  a  ruinous  measure. 

I  appeal  to  th^  candid  of  all  parties,  whether  conserva- 
tives, administration  men,  or  whigs,  to  let  us  cease  this 
<*  triangular  fight,"  and  unite  in  defeating  this  measure. 
If  we  have  difiered  as  widely  as  the  poles  on  other  ques- 
tions, let  us  unite  in  defeating  this.  Let  us  say,  in  the 
language  ef  another,  <*Like  men  we  diflered,  but  like 
men  we  have  agreed."  I  had  rather  see  the  pet  bank  plan 
new  vamped  and  tried  again. 

If  you  will  not  reject  this  bill,  or  will  not  lay  it  an  the 
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table  never  to  be  called  op  again,  and  are  rcaolved  to  pass 
it,  let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst  quickly ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, who  will  suffer,  will  soon  show  that  they  have  po«'er 
as  well  as  tbo  Executive  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress; 
and  ihat  the  constitution  has  informed  them  how  they  can 
remedy  their  grievances. 

But  I  hope  it  will  be  rejected,  and  that  the  Executive 
will  do  as  the  Kings  of  England  and  of  France  are  forced 
to  do  in  like  cases — change  his  ministers  and  his  measures. 
Or,  if  he  will  not  change  his  advisers,  at  least  change  his 
measures.  Or,  if  he  will  not  change  his  measures  or  his 
advisers,  then,  as  a  republican  President,  in  practice, 
finding  himself  in  a  minority  in  either  House,  and  that  he 
and  his  ministers  will  not  alter  their  views  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  policy  of  the  nation,  they  will  resign  the  seals 
of  office  to  the  people^  and  say  to  them,  elect  other  agenta; 
we  come  down  from  our  high  places,  that  other,  and  abler, 
and  better  men  may  ascend. 

Or,  are  the  lines  of  the  philosophic  poet  true  ? 
*'  The  age  of  tirtuouB  pplitlcs  ia  pssi ! 
And  we  are  deep  in  ibat  of  cold  pretence  ; 
Rulers  are  grown  too  shrewd  lo  be  sincere^ 
And  wfr^too  wise  to  irusi  ihem !" 

Mr.  Jonvsoir  having  concluded, 

Mr.  LEG  A  RE  moved  that  the  comraitlee  rise,  but  was 
solicited  to  withdraw  it  by 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia,  who  wished  to  ofier  an 
amendment;  but  that  gentleman  having  explained,  the 
motion  was  still  insisted  on. 

Mr.  CAMBSELENG  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  dedided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Ayes  75,  noes  98. 

8o  the  committee  refused  to  ruw. 

The  question  waa  then  pOt  on  the  substitute  fiw  the  bill 
moved  by  Mr.  GimLAirD,  of  Virginia,  (proposing  to  con> 
tinue  the  deposites  in  such  banks  as  should  resume  specie 
paymeots,  drc;  when  it  was  rejected :  Ayes  73,  noee  90. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  now  moved  that  the  committUe 
rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON  now  ofiered  his  amendment,  which  was 
the  following  substitute  for  the  bill : 

Strike  out  the  whole  bill  and  insert  as  ibUows : 

Sec.  1.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  select,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  employ  as 
the  special  depositories  of  the  money  of  the  United  States^ 
such  of  the  banks  incorporated  by  the  several  States,  by 
Congress  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Councils  of  the  several  Territories,  as  may  be  located 
at,  adjacent,  or  convenient  to  the  points  or  places  at  which 
the  revenues  may  be  collected  or  disbursed ;  and  in  those 
States,  Territories,  or  Districts  where  therd  arc  no  bank 
or  banks,  and  within  which  the  public  colleclicna  or  dis- 
bursements require  a  depository,  the  said  Secretary  may 
make  arrangements  with  a  bank  or  banks  in  some  other 
State,  Territory,  or  District  adjacent,  to  estaUish  an  agency 
or  agencies  in  the  States,  Territories,  or  Districts  so  desti- 
tute of  banks,  as  banks  of  such  special  deposits,  and  to 
receive  through  such  agencies  such  special  deposites  of  the 
puUic  money  as  may  be  directed  to  be  made  at  the  points 
designated,  and  to  make  such  dubursements  as  the  public 
service  may  require  at  those  points :  the  duties  and  liabili- 
ties of  every  such  bank  thus  establishing  any  such  agency 
to  be  the  same,  in  respect  to  its  agency,  as  are  the  duties 
and  liabilities  of  said  banks  of  special  deposito  generally 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Provided^  That  at  least 
one  bank  shall  be  selected  in  each  State,  Territory,  or  Dis- 
trict where  the  collection  or  disbursements  of  the  public 
money  may  require,  if  any  can  be  found  in  such  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  willing  to  be  employed  aa  the  special 
depository  of  the  public  money  upon  the  terms  and  rou- 
ditions  prescribed  by  this  act,  and  shall  continue  tocotifoim 
thereto ;  and  that  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  shall  not 


woSht  to  remain  in  any  deposite  bank  an  amount  of  public 
moneys  more  than  equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of 
its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  for  a  longer  time  than 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  make  transfers  of  the 
same,  as  required  by  this  act ;  and  the  banks  so  selected  as 
the  special  depositories  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufe  de- 
positories of  the  public  moneys,  and  shall  continue  to  do 
and  perform  the  several  duties  and  services  and  to  conform 
to  the  several  conditions  prescribed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  at  any  point 
or  place  at  which  the  public  revenue  may  be  collected  or 
disbursed,  there  shall  be  no  bank  located,  or  none  there 
located  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Trea- 
sury, is  in  a  safe  condition,  or  where  all  the  banks  at  such 
point  or  place  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  be  employed  as  special 
depositories  of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  or  where  such 
banks  shall  not  have  sufficient  capital  to  become  the  special 
depositories  of  the  whole  amount  of  public  moneys  collect- 
ed or  disbursed  at  such  point  or  place,  he  may  and  shall 
order  and  direct  the  public  moneys  collected  or  deposited 
for  disbursement  at  such  point  or  place  to  be  deposited  in 
some  other  bank  or  hanks  in  the  same  State,  Territory,  or 
District,  or  in  some  one  or  more  of  the  States,  Territories, 
or  Districts  adjacent,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions : 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  prevent  Congress  at  any  time  from  passing  anj 
law  for  the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  any  or  all 
of  said  banks,  or  from  clianging  the  terms  of  deposite ;  or 
to  prevent  the  said  banks,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time 
from  declining  any  longer  to  be  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  on  hand,  according  to  the  terms  of  sgreement 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bank  shall 
hereafler  be  employed  as  a  special  depository  of  public 
money  until  such  bank  shall  have  first  furnished  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  with  a  satisfactory  statement  of  its 
condition  and  business,  a  list  of  its  directors,  the  current 
price  of  its  stock,  a  copy  of  its  charter,  and  all  such  other 
information  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  hiiil  to  jndgte  of 
the  safety  of  its  condition. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  bonks,  be- 
fore they  shall  be  empl  yed  as  the  special  depositories  of 
the  public  moneys,  shall  agree  to  receive  and  keep  the 
same  safely,  upon  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  to 
wit: 

First  Each  bank  shall  receive^  as  speeial  deposites,  all 
moneys  of  the  United  States  paid  into  the  same,  and  the 
same  keep  as  a  special  deposite,  and  as  specie,  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  and  not  use  or  bank  upon  the 
same. 

SeeondUf,  £ach  bank  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  be  may 
require,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  statements  setting  forth 
its  condition  and  business,  as  hereinbefore  prescribe,  ex- 
cept that  such  statemente  need  not*  unless  required  by  the 
Secretsry,  contain  a  list  of  directors  or  copy  of  the  charter. 
And  the  said  banks  shall,  respectively,  furnish  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  UnitcMl 
States  a  weekly  statement  of  the  condition  of  his  account 
from  their  books ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
have  the  right,  by  himself  or  an  agent  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  to  inspect  such  general  accounte  in  the  books  of 
the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  said  statemente :  Provided,  This 
shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  to  inspect  the  ac- 
count of  any  private  individual  or  individuals  with  tlie 
bank. 

Thirdltf.  To  creiiit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited  therein 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  except 
such  as  may  be  deposited  in  Treasury  notes,  or  such  other 
notes  or  scrip  as  Congress  has  or  may  hereafter  spectadly 
direct,  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  not 
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being  bank  notes,  end  to  pay  all  checka^  drafta,  or  war- 
ranta  drawn  on  auch  depoaites  in  specie,  if  required  by  the 
holder  thereof. 

Fowihlif.  To  give,  whenever  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  necessary  faciiitiea  for  transferring 
the  public  funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United 
States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,  and  for  distributing  the 
Mme  in  payment  to  the  pablic  creditora. 

Piftkhf.  To  render  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
all  the  datiea  and  servicea  heretofore  required  by  law  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches. 

See.  6.  And  be  it  furtker  enaeiml.  That  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorised  and 
raqobfedy  whenever,  in  his  judgment,  it  may  be  neceasary 
or  proper,  to  require  of  any  bank  ao  aelected  or  employed 
as  a  special  depeaitory  of  the  public  money,  collateral  or 
additional  aecurities  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  deposited  therein,  and  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  them. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  shall,  in  each  case,  take  from  the  banks 
which  shall  agree  to  receive  the  depositee  of  the  public 
mooeya,  bonds  with  good  and  sufficient  auretiea,  contain- 
ing conditions  for  insuring  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
the  duties  required  by  law,  and  for  the  proper  enforcement 
of  theaame. 

See.  7.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  no  bank  which 
has  been  ao  aeledod  and  employed  as  the  place  of  deposite 
of  the  pablic  moneys,  shall  be  discontinued  as  such  depos- 
itory, or  the  public  money  withdrawn  therefrom,  except 
for  caases  hereinaAer  mentioned ;  that  ia  to  say,  if,  at  any 
time,  any  one  of  aaid  banka  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  perform 
any  of  aaid  duties  as  prescribed  by  this  act,  and  stipulated 
to  be  peiformed  in  its  contract;  or  shall  fail  to  keep  in  iu 
vaults,  at  any  time,  soch  an  amount  of  specie  aa  shall  be 
teqiured  by  tie  Secretory  of  the  Treaaury,  and  shall  be, 
ia  his  opinion,  neceasary  to  render  the  said  bank  a  safe 
depoeitoiy  of  the  public  moneys,  having  a  due  regard  to 
the  nataie  of  the  business  transacted  by  said  bank;  or 
shelf  ^i  to  keep  separate,  and  as  a  special  deposite,  the 
moneya  deposited  therein  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States ; 
or  ftii  to  pay  the  same  when  demanded  by  the  holder  of 
any  draft,  check,  or  warrant,  in  specie,  when  there  is  on 
deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  sufficient  specie 
therefor ;  in  any  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  discontinue  any  such 
hank  as  n  depository,  and  withdraw  from  it  the  public 
flUHMja  on  deposite  in  it  at  the  time  of  such  discontinn- 
anee.  And  in  ease  of  such  discontinuance,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  ef  the  Secretary  to  report  to  Congress  immediately, 
if  Coogrsaa  be  then  in  session,  and,  if  not  in  session,  then 
at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session,  the  facts  and 
reasons  which  have  induced  such  discontinuance.  And, 
In  ease  of  the  discontinuance  of  any  such  bank  as  a  place 
of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  for  any  of  the  causes  here- 
inbefore provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary  to  deposite  the  money  thus  withdrawn  in 
aooie  other  bank  of  special  deposite  already  selected,  or  to 
select  same  other  bank  as  a  place  of  special  deposite,  upon 
ihe  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  this  act  And,  in 
de&ult  of  any  bank  to  receive  said  special  depositee,  the 
money  thus  withdrawn  shall  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer  of 
Che  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  and 
■ball  lie  subject  to  be  disbursed  according  to  law. 

See's.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasary  is  authorized  and  required  to  fix,  in  his 
eontraet  with  the  said  banks,  respectively,  which  may  be 
•elected  as  the  special  depositories  of  the  public  moneys, 
■acfa  a  compensation  as  he  may  judge  reasonable,  for  the 
services  required  to  bo  perfonned  by  this  act,  provided  the 
imie  of  such  compensation  shall  in  no  case  exceed  -^  per 
•ent.  on  the  pablic  moneya  so  deposited. 
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Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress, at  the  commencement  of  each  annual  session,  a 
statement  of  the  number  and  names  of  the  banks  employed 
as  special  depositories  of  the  public  moneys ;  of  the  terms 
upon  which  each  is  employed ;  and  of  their  condition,  and 
the  amount  of  the  public  moneys  deposited  in  each,  aa 
shown  by  their  returns  at  the  Treasury.  And  if  the  se- 
lection of  any  bank  as  a  apecial  deporitoiy  of  the  public 
moneys  be  made  by  the  Secretary  while  Congreas  is  in 
session,  he  shall  immediataly  report  the  name  and  condi- 
tion of  said  bank,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  is  employed, 
t<>  Congress ;  and  if  such  selection  is  made  during  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  Congreaa  the 
first  week  of  ito  next  session. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  of  Massachnsetts,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  (with  the  desire,  as  he  said,  that  Mr.  Lx- 
OARX,  who  had  first  made  the  motion,  should  be  considered 
as  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the  committee  should  resume 
ito  sittings,)  and  the  motion  prevailed:  Ayes  98,  noes  89. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress ;  and,  at 
about  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  House  adjourned. 

Fbtdat,  OcTOBxm  19. 

REMUNERATION  FOR  LOSSES  IN  THE  FLORI- 
DA CAMPAIGNS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  chairman  of  the 
Commiite  of  Claims,  the  House  took  up  the  bill  reported 
by  that  committee,  to  amend  the  bill  making  provision  for 
the  remuneration  of  volunteere  and  others,  for  horses,  dccr, 
lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Committee  of  Ckims  accompanied  this  bill  with  a 
report,  stating 

**  That  several  cUims  are  presented  to  the  committee, 
arising  from  the  horses  and  saddles,  and  other  equipage 
of  disbanded  mounted  volunteers,  having  been  turned  over 
to  the  United  States,  by  the  order  of  General  Jesup,  aa  it 
is  alleged,  when  said  volunteers  were  dismissed  from  the 
aarvice* 

"  It  is  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel  King, 
acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Caulfield'a  regiment  of  Alabama 
mounted  volunteers  in  Florida,  that  most  of  the  daimanta 
with  whom  he  is  acquainted  are  young  men  who  obtained 
their  horses  and  equipage  on  credit,  and  that  they  are 
obliged  to  look  to  the  United  States  for  the  value  of  the 
property  to  enable  them  to  make  pa3^ent  to  the  persons 
of  whom  they  purchased.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  claim- 
anto  were  sick  at  the  time  they  were  dismissed,  or  left  the 
service  on  furlough ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jesup  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rather  than 
encounter  the  fatigue,  hardships,  and  danger  of  returning 
home  by  land.  The  committee,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Kenner, 
whose  horse  was  turned  over  to  the  United  States  by  the 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  on  the  discharge  of  said 
Kenner  by  reason  of  sickness. 

"The  committee  refer  to  that  report  in  the  first  volume 
of  Reporta,  No.  3.  The  number  of  claims  that  will  be 
embraced  under  a  general  law.  Colonel  King  thinks  may 
be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the  committee  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  provide  for  this  class  of  cases  by  a  general  law."] 

The  House  having  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  Baieos  in  the  chair,) 

Mr.  CARTER  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  except  that  its  provisions  were  not 
sufficiently  extensive.  It  did  not  embrace  a  dass  of  cases 
of  real  hardship  that  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  committee, 
and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the  honorable  ohairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  vol- 
unteers some  cases  of  real  and  peculiar  har'dshipa,  that  were 
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not  ]Fet4>rovided  for  by  law,  although  great  exertions  were 
made  at  the  last  Congress  in  their  behalf;  and  he  would 
now  tender  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  ol 
Claims  his  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  for  his  assiduity 
and  exertions  favorable  to  the  relief  of  those  patriotic  young 
men  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and  who  had  sustained 
losses  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  should 
always  be  scrupulously  carefol  never  to  permit  the  patriot- 
ism of  her  Gttizsns  to  be  rewarded  with  ingratitude  and  with 
losses,  and,  consequently,  with  embarrassments  that  may 
render  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  precarious  for 
years.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  aristocracy  or  the  wealthy  that 
most  usually  embark  in  the  toils  and  dangers  attendant  on 
a  campaign  in  times  of  troubles  and  of  war;  but,  sir,  real 
patriotism  and  love  of  country,  in  its  most  disinterested 
Ibrm,  is  always  found  with  those  whose  circumstances  are 
mere  humble^-not  humble  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term,  but  only  humble  so  far  as  wealth  is  concerned. 
These  are  the  men  who  are  always  first  in  the  field  in  de- 
fence of  their  country's  rights  and  honor.  In  the  late  cam- 
paigns in  the  West,  many  of  such  men  were  volunteers ; 
and  many  were  they  who  had  not  the  means  of  equipping 
themselves,  furnishing  their  horses,  dec,  only  upon  time, 
and  by  the  aid  and  endorsements  of  their  friends.  Now,  I 
submit  it  to  this  House — I  submit  it  particularly  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  to  the  country — whether  such 
men  as  these  are  to  be  permitted  to  be  the  sufferers,  on  ac- 
count of  their  manifested  patriotism  and  risks  in  the  service? 
If  so,  I  say  to  all  that  such  conduct,  such  ingratitude,  will 
deter  all  men  in  humble  circumstances,  or  who  are  pdor, 
from  engaging  in  the  country's  defence. 

The  provisions  of  the  laws  now  in  force,  for  the  psyment 
for  lost  property,  are  limite<l,  and  do  not  cover  the  cases  of 
hardship  to  which  I  have  allusion.  Those  laws  merely  pro- 
vide payment  for  properly  lost  in  battle,  or  lost  on  account 
of  the  Uovernment  failing  to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies 
of  provender.  But,  sir,  there  are  other  cases  for  which 
Congress  is  in  honor  and  duty  bound  to  make  ample  re- 
muneration. I  know  some  volunteers  that  involved  tbem- 
felvea,  and  their  friends  with  them,  to  purchase  horses  and 
other  necessary  equipage  for  the  campaign,  and  who  lost 
their  horses  in  the  service;  hut  perhafis  not  in  battle,  nor 
for  the  want  of  forage.  Therefore,  by  the  laws  now  in 
force,  their  claims  cannot  be  recognised  end  paid  by  the 
Third  Auditor,  who  is  charged  with  the  settlement  of  tliese 
claims.  But,  sir,  .these  horses  were  lost  by  casualty  or  un- 
avoidable accidents,  and  were  lost  in  ihe  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  and  being  so  lost,  the  Government  is  as  much 
bound,,  in  honor  and  justice,  to  remunerate  the  soldier  thus 
circumsUnced,  as  though  the  loss  had  occurred  in  battle, 
or  by  the  default  of  the  United  States  in  fumisbing  forage. 
Sir,  some  of  these  praiseworthy  volunteers  are  now  doomed 
to  labor  by  the  day,  or  the  month,  or  by  the  year,  to  pro- 
cure the  money  they  owe  for  horftes  purchased  and  taken 
into  the  public  service,  and  there  lost  by  casualty ;  and 
thus  far  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  directed 
the  Executive  to  invite  them  into  service,  have  wholly  fail- 
ad  to  meet  their  distresses,  by  not  ordering  their  relief,  and 
indemnirying  them  against  these  liabilities  and  those  losses. 
Is  this  right,  sirl  I  say  most  unequivocally  it  is  not;  and 
I  say,  further,  let  the  Government  continue  to  refuse  pay- 
ment, and  you  cast  a  damp  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
West,  and  upon  the  whole  country,  which  will,  in  all  time 
10  come,  deter,  in  a  great  degree,  men  in  moderate  circum- 
■taneea  from  incurring  monetary  liabilities,  to  go  to  the 
field,  at  the  call  of  the  Government,  for  her  defence.  And 
whenever  you  cut  off  that  classy  by  your  parsimony  and 
rigid  policy,  you  cut  off  that  portion  of  the  defence  of 
the  eounlry  that  has  never  deceived  you,  and  has  never 
Wnl  a  detf  ear  to  your  calls,  and  the  distrassea  of  the  ooun- 
•ij. 


Sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  here  that,  in  my  opinion, 
(if  the  reports  be  true  that  have  reached  my  ears,)  tha 
Governmeiit  has]  not  dealt  as  kindly  and  as  liberally  as  she 
should  have  done  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennessee. 
We  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Congress,  that  the  sokiiera 
or  volunteers  who  had  rendezvoused,  were  mustered,  and 
immediately  discharged,  should  be  paid  one  month's  full 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  furnished  tho  Committee  of 
Claims  by  the  War  Department,  one  month's  full  pay  waa 
made  to  amount  to  between  $6.^  and  $70,  I  think,  perhaps 
$68  and  some  cenu;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Auorney 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  cUss  of  those  volunteers, 
that  were  indefinitely  furloughed,  and  required  to  return  ta 
service  if  they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so,  were  to  be  co»* 
stdered  in  service  until  absolutely  dischaged,  and  conae* 
quently  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay.  J  have  heard  some 
hints,  sir,  that  the  War  Depsrtment  has  not  carried  into 
effect  this  law,  and  this  decision,  as  was  contemplated  by 
Congress  and  those  representatives  who  were  looked  to  to 
guard  and  sustain  the  righu  of  tho^B  particular  individuals. 
I  do  not  know,  sir,  how  far  the  War  Department  has  fail^ 
ed  in  a  compliance  with  the  law ;  nor  have  I  any  idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  volunteera  have  Veen  injured  by  the  de- 
falcations of  the  Government.  But  I  hope,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  I  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  information ;  and,  if  my 
fears  are  realized,  and  they  have  been  defrauded  out  of  any 
portion  of  the  amount  that  Congrras  intended  they  should 
have,  And  I  cannot  obuin  redress  by  an  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  I  will  feel  myaelf  bound  to  bring  the 
subject  again  to  the  consideration  of  this  House,  believing 
that  the  repvesentatives  of  the  people  are  ready  upon  all  oc- 
casions to  do  justice  to  the  people.  And  I  am  glad  now  to 
have  the  assurance  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  that  he  will  afford  all  the  aid  in  his  power 
to  render  to  the  volunteers  of  my  State  ample  compensation 
for  their  service  and  their  losses  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress.  I  have  also  a  right  to  complain,  on  behalf  of 
these  men,  in  another  point  of  view.  I  am  informed  onr 
volunteers  were  paid  off  in  the  depnadated  bank  paper  that 
was  perhaps  ten  or  filVeen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  this  be 
true,  and  my  former  suggestions  be  true,  that  they  hove 
not  been  paid  as  mnch  aa  Congress  intendedihcra  to  havc^ 
why,  sir,  your  ▼olunteer  soldiery  of  Tennessee  have  beea 
cheated  and  defrauded  out  of  half,  or  at  leas|  a  large  por^ 
tion,  of  their  just  dues.  And  if  so,  we  must  ask  Congress 
hereafter,  whenever  the  true  state  of  facts  can  he  ascertain- 
ed, to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits  of  those  chiinMuits 
may  justly  and  honestly  demand*  And  I  have  no  doubt, 
from  the  dii^position  heretofore  manifested  by  this  House, 
and  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  relation  to  this  deserv- 
ing and  meritorious  class  of  claimant^  that  ample  relief  will 
be  awarded  them. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Committee  of  Claims  hsd  reported  the  bill;  and  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  CHAPMAN, 

Mr.  E  WING  o£fered  an  amendment  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  to  all  persons  engaged  in  the  service  at 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  prior  to  the  late  war. with 
Great  Britain. 

After  some  few  rem|tfks  by  Mr.  CARTER,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSOX  moved  to  add  a  secUon  to  the  bill 
providing  payment  for  all  horses  impressed  into  the  service 
in  Florida. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messn.  THOMPSON,  WHIT- 
TLESEY, and  CLARK,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  the  commitiee  then 
roee  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  SrxAKia  having  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  quea^ 
tion  heinsT  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  EWING,  after  tome  remarks,  renewed  the  amend* 
ment  he  had  submitted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
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and  called  for  the  yeea  aod  naye  on  tbe  queetion ;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

After  a  few  worde  by  Meann.  PETRIKIN,  WHIT- 
TLESEY,  and  EWIN6,  the  amendment  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  EWIN6  then  ▼aried  his  amendment  aomewhat* 
and  moved  it  again;  bat  the  CHAIR  ruled  it  to  be  oat  of 
order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  than  renewed  his  amendment  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CARTER  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naya,  but  the 
Home  refueed  to  order  them,  and  Uie  amendment  waa  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  firat  Monday  in  December 
next;  loet 

The  bill  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  engroaeed,  waa 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ordera  of  the  day. 
THE  CURRENCY  OP  THE  mSTRIOT. 

The  Senate  bill,  restraining  the  circulation  of  small  notes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  came  up,  and  was  read  twice. 
The  question  on  its  reference  pending, 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  i(a  reference  to  the  Contnittee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  / 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  its  postponement  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciaiy. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  was  in  fiivor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pat- 
TOK.  He  was  sure  the  Committee  for  the  District  would 
give  the  subject  proper  attention. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  in  ftvor  of  the  postponement.  And 
he  hopod  that  if  it  were  refrrred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  committee  would  report  that  it 
was  expedient  to  postpone  it.  After  all  the  mass  of  legis- 
latioQ  in  the  great  State  of  New  York,  against  such  a  cir- 
eolation,  it  was  still  in  full  currency  there,  and  it  became 
Congress  to  pause  before  they  adopted  any  such  measure. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  that  the  whole  subject  lie  on  the 
table ;  which,  being  a  question  entitled  to  precedence,  was 
entertained  and  carried. 

THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  bill  imposing  additional  dutiea  on 
certain  officers. 

Mr.  Dawsoh's  amendment,  providing  that  State  banks 
be  used  as  places  of  special  deposite  for  the  revenue,  being 
imniediately  under  consideration, 

Mr.  LEG  ARE  rose  and  addressed  the  chair  aa  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  more  appro- 
priately begin  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make,  than  in  the 
very  words  with  which  a  most  able  EngllBh  writer,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  causes  and  character  of  the  recent  crisis, 
concludes  bis:  **The  events  (says  Mr.  Samuel  Jones 
Lloyd,  in  a  pamphlet  published  last  spring)  which  havo 
occored  in  connexion  with  the  late  pressure  upon  the  mon- 
eyed and  mercantile  interests,  are  full  of  instructive  illus- 
trations of  the  effects,  both  beneficial  and  otherwise,  of  our 
prejient  system ;  and  the  evil  consequencea  of  this  pressure 
will  be  aa  nothing,  compared  with  its  benefits ;  if,  amougst 
theae,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  reckon  an  increased  degree  of 
intelligence  upon  subjects  connected  with  currency,  and  a 
nearer  approiimation  to  sound  principles  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  paper  issues.''  The  revulsion,  it  is  true,  has 
been  far  more  disastrous  on  this  side  of  the  Allantic  than 
in  England ;  and  yet  even  at  its  darkest  period — now,  as  I 
confidently  belie ve»  passed  away  to  give  place  to  returning 
prosperity — I  found  consolation  in  the  idea,  that  dearly  as 
wc  were  buying  our  experience  in  this  important  matter, 
the  price  would  not  be  too  high  fur  the  hcncfits  wo  should 


ultimately  derive  from  our  reverses.  A  national  visitation 
ought  to  be  oonaidered  aa  a  great  providential  leason.  It 
teaches  the  most  momentoua  truths,  and  it  teachea  them 
in  the  most  impressive  manner,  and  what  we  have  recently 
seen  and  felt  will  dispose  us— if  any  thing  can  dispose 
us — to  look  the  difficulties  with  which  this  subject  is  sur- 
rounded fairly  in  the  face. 

Sir,  it  is  surrounded  with  difficultiea.  Even  in  England, 
as  you  perceive  from  the  citation  I  have  just  made,  they  are 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  moat  able  men.  I  have  upon 
my  dcak  many  other  proofs  of  the  same  fact  They  abound, 
for  instance,  in  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  1883.  You  will 
find  there,  that  while  high  authoritiea*  agree  in  thinking 
that  there  ahould  be  but  one  bank  of  iasne  for  the  capital, 
at  least,  if  not  for  the  whole  country,  the  representatives 
of  the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  inteieata,  on 
the  contrary,  protest  against  the  contuiuanoe  of  a  monopo- 
ly to  which  they  impute  the  meat  siniater  influence  over 
their  immense  busine8s,f  and  demand  a  system  of  joint- 
stock  banks,  regulated  by  prineiplea  more  agreeable,  aa 
they  contend,  to  the  course  and  policy  of  trade.  A  third 
party  inaists  upon  the  neceasity  of  compelling  all  banks  of 
issue  to  give  adequate  security  to  the  public,  (in  Govern- 
ment stock,  &c.)  for  the  redemption  of  their  iasuea,^  while 
every  stockholder  or  partner  ahall  continue  to  be,  aa  at 
present,  responsible  for  all  the  debta  of  the  company,  to  the 
whole  amount  of  his  private  fortune.  A  fourth  (and  I 
have  reoeived  from  London  a  little  volume  in  which  that 
opinion  is  moat  pUusibly .  maintained)  urgea  the  mo«t 
unlimitad  freedom  in  banking;  and  aiaes  no  more  danger  to 
society  from  perfect  liberty  in  this  than  in  any  other  branch 
of  businesa ;  the  supplying,  for  eiarople,  the  market  of  a 
great  capiul  with  the  necessariea  of  life.§  In  this  com- 
plexity and  distraction  o(  Engliah  opinion  upon  thia  aub- 
jeet,  however,  all  parties  agree  in  one  thing,  and  that  is, 
in  adhering  to  the  paper  system.  Nobody  there  thinks  of 
any  thing  so  extravagant  aa  the  overthrow  of  that  syatem, 
whatever  defeota  may  be  aeen  or  auppoeed  to  exist  in  it,  (tr 
whatever  prcjecta  mi^  have  been  imagined  to  purify,  to 
correct,  and  to  improve  it. 

But  if  auch  is  the  state  of  Engliah  opinion  in  regard  to 
this  aubject,  how  must  it  be  with  us,  when  to  all  the  in- 
trinsic difficulties  of  the  thing  itself,  we  add  those  arising 
out  of  the  complicated  structure  of  our  political  institutions  1 
It  would  be  hard  enough  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done,  in 
the  present  emergency,  were  this  a  simple  consolidated 
Government ;  but  how  much  harder  is  it  to.adfise  the  ad- 
miniatration  of  a  Federal  Government  as  to  the  course  it 
ought  to  pursue,  where  one  happens  to  doubt  its  possessing 
all  the  power  necessary  to  give  complete  relief,  without  a 
co-operation  of  others?  For,  air,  at  the  risk  of  being  set 
down  in  that  category  of  **  tiny  politicians,"  of  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Jobhsov,]  in  a 
very  amusing  speech,  in  the  course  of  which,  however,  he 
uttered  some  grave  and  important  truths,  spoke  last  night 
with  such  profound  contempt,  I  must  confess  I  agree  with 
the  Executive  in  the  general  principles  of  constitutional 
law  involved  in  the  message.  In  the  divisions  of  the  atr 
tributes  of  sovereignty  between  this  Government  and  the 
Suites,  it  may  and  roust  happen,  that  we  should  experience 
sometimes  a  chasm,  and  aomelimes  a  conflict  of  poweni. 
More  ia  taken  from  the  States,  perhaps,  than  has  been 

♦  Messrs.  Horsley,  Palmer.  Tooke,  Roihchlld8,&c. 

tMe«i».  Bun,  Smhh,  snd  Dyer,  of  Manchesttr.  ft  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  thrae  remonslrances  were  adniiued  to  be  well  founded  by 
the  change  which,  in  c<»nsequenc©  of  iheni,  was  made  in  ino  law,  in 
reference  to  joim-siock  banks  beyond  65  miles  from  London. 

tMessra.  Kicardo,  McCullough,  Norloo,  Cthe  minutes,  dx.,  just 
cited.) 

9  Money  and  its  Vicissitudes  in  Value,  by  the  author  of  the  Rationale 
of  Political  Represenution,  and  Critical  Dissertation  < 
(Mr.  Francis  Bailey.) 


1  on  Valuf>,  ftc. 
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gWen  to  the  confederacy ;  neither  can  do  enough,  while 
each  can  do  too  much,  for  perfect  harmony;  defects, 
discrepancies,  and  contradictions,  exist  in  the  scheme 
itself,  detected  only  in  a  long  coarse  of  practice,  and 
which  nothing  hot  practical  aktil,  the  wisdom  called  for 
and  called  forth  in  the  management  of  great  affiiirs,  ea- 
peciaJly  political  afiairs,  can  reconcile  and  rectify.  Un- 
doubtedly the  task  is  an  immensely  difficult  one — but  it 
must  be  undertaken  and  it  must  be  dune.  The  subject  be- 
fore the  committee  is  an  example  of  the  high  and  difficult 
duties  I  refer  to ;  nor  can  I  imagine  an  occasion  better  fit- 
ted than  this  to  awaken  the  House  to  a  lively  sense  of  its 
infinite  responsibilities  to  the  country. 

Judge,  then,  sir,  with  what  deep  disappointment  and 
regret,  I  learned  that  the  bill  on  the  table  was  to  be  pressed 
upon  us  at  this  short  session.  It  is  qnite  enough  for  me, 
that  it  proposes  a  great  innovation  upon  the  whole  course 
of  the  Government,  from  its  foundation  up  to  the  present 
moment,  and  upon  all  the  habiu  of  our  people.  They  who 
see  deeper  or  clearer  into  such  matters  than  I  do,  must 
pardon  me  for  declaring  that  I  cannot  con8cientioutly|vute 
for  the  measure  in  snch  haste.  If  I  had  no  positive  ob- 
jections to  it,  it  would  be  quite  enough  for  me, 'that  I  have 
not  had  sufficient  time  to  reflect  on  it  During  this  extra- 
ordinary session,  (for  so  it  has  been  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,)  fatigued,  harassed,  exhausted,  by  incessant  attend- 
ance, by  night  and  by  day,  in  this  hall,  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power  to  inform  myself  on  any  subject  as  I  could  have 
wished  to  be  able  to  do.  I  have  bad  absolutely  no  time  for 
minute  research,  hardly  a  few  hours  for  calm  reflection. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  cannot  vote  fur  the  bill.  I 
mast  go  home  to  my  constituents  and  talk  with  them. 
Many,  perhaps  most  of  them,  understand  these  matters 
better  than  I  do ;  but  when  I  left  them,  although  this  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed,  and  ably  discussed,  here  and  there, 
by  an  individual  or  two,  public  attention  had  not  been 
awakened  to  it ;  and  nothing  like  an  opinion — certainly  no 
opinion  favorable  to  the  principle  of  the  biH — had  been 
formed  in  regard  to  it. 

And  here,  sir,  I  might  uke  my  seat  again,  if  I  had  risen 
only  to  explain  my  own  vote,  or  to  influence  those  of 
others,  on  the  proposed  measure.  But  the  true  issue  seems 
to  me  very  far  to  transcend,  in  importance,  that  single 
measure,  important  as  it  unquestionably  is.  It  involves,  in 
my  opinion,  the  whole  credit  system  of  the  country.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  bill  on  your  table  presents  that  issue,  still 
less  that  the  Executive  message  presented  it,  or  propound- 
ed any  principle  or  opinion  that  should  lead  to  it  But  no 
one  who  has  watchcNd  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  in 
this  House  or  in  the  Senate — in  or  out  of  this  Cspitol— 
will  deny  that  it  must  soon  come  to  that.  Sir,  if  there  is 
any  truth,  at  all,  in  what  has  been  urged  with  great  ability 
and  all  the  zeal,  I  had  almost  said  the  fanaticism,  of  the 
deepest  conviction,  by  men  accustomed  to  influence,  nay, 
even  to  control  public  opinion  in  diffiirent  parts  of  this 
country — if  they  have  any  idea  of  rigorously  carrying  out 
the  principles  they  profoRS,  to  their  logical  consequences, 
in  practice — ^if  what  they  say  in  the  highest  places,  on  the 
most  solemn  occasions,  is  not  such  idle  declamation  as  such 
men  are  not  to  bo  suspected  of — they  mean  that,  and 
nothing  short  of  that  Doctrines  have  been  uttered,  with 
all  the  authority  which  can  be  imparted  to  paradox  from 
talent  rifiened  by  experience,  which  seem  to  me  inconsis- 
tent with  the  constitution,  not  only  of  American,  but  of  all 
modern  society,  with  its  whulo  spirit  and  tendency — with 
all  iu  wants  and  all  its  ways.  I  have,  sometimes,  in  the 
course  ef  the  debates,  looked  around  me  to  see  where  I 
really  was — whether  the  shnde  of  some  old  lawgiver,  some 
Minos  or  Lycurgu^,  had  not  been  evoked,  to  bring  a  de- 
generate age  back  to  the  stern  principles  of  Dorian  policy, 
to  an  agrarian  equality  of  property,  to  iron  money  and 
black  broth ;  or  else,  if  it  were  not  the  spirit  of  Bencdivt 


or  Bernard,  returned  to  the  holy  solitudes  of  Monte  Cassino, 
or  Cluni,  or  Citeaux,  to  preach  to  a  world  lost  in  vanity 
and  pleasure  the  blessings  of  poverty  and  mortifications 
of  the  flesh.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be  true  that  luxury,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  saw,  is  the  ruin  of  States,  and  tliat 
sumptuary  and  agrarian  laws  are  necessary  to  maintain 
your  true  Spartan  discipline.  But  I  am  exceasively  disin- 
clined to  try  any  such  experiment  upon  my  constituents  ; 
at  least  without  receiving  an  express  instruction,  to  that 
efiect,  from  them.  I  am  afraid  they  have  no  taste  for 
black  broth ;  that  Spartan  discipline  will  be  irksome,  and 
even  revolting  to  them.  In  short,  sir,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that,  without  being  as  deeply  imbued,  perhsps,  as 
other  people  are,  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  they  do  still 
partake  too  much  of  it,  to  be  willing  to  forego  the  many 
agreeable  obfects  that  principally  engage  and  excite  it. 

Sir,  I  am  far  from  denying  that,  in  the  eyes  of  a  stem 
reformer,  with  opinions  of  a  certain  complexion,  this  gen- 
eration is  a  perverse  and  crooked  one.  We  love  money, 
I  admit,  as  much  as  men  ever  did — certainly  as  much  as 
they  did  in  the  Augustan  age,  nearly  two  thousand  years 
ago.  The  committee  will  excuse  my  quoting  a  very  com- 
mon piece  of  Latin  to  prove  it,  after  the  example  of  other 
gentlemen  in  this  debate. 

Qunrenda  pecunia  primum  est ; 

Virtus  post  nummos— H»c  Janus  summus  ab  ioM 

Prodocet 

Make  money  by  all  means,  and  before  all  things. 
Washington  street  certifies  it  to  Wall  street,  and  Wall 
street  declares  it  to  Broadway,  and  Broadwaf  proclaims  it 
to  Cbesnut  street,  and  Chesnut  street  publishes  it  to  the 
whole  country.  We  have  the  same  strong  thirst  lor  gold 
which  has  unhappily  afflicted  mankind  in  other  times,  and 
especially  in  very  civilized  ages ;  and  the  only  difference  is, 
that  we  have  learned  how  to  acquire,  by  honest  meana,  a 
thousand  times  more  of  it.  I  will  add,  however,  in  justice 
to  the  age,  that  it  has  made  a  great  discovery  in  social 
philosophy.  We  have  found  out  that— what  1  would  call 
physical  civilization— a  demand  for  the  conveniences  and 
accommodations  of  life,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  them 
is,  and  must  be,  the  basis  of  all  other  civilization,  that  u 
intended  to  be  high,  solid,  and  lasting.  Every  real  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  mankind  springs  out  of,  or 
leads  to,  the  elevating  of  the  standard  of  comfort  among  a 
people.  Sir,  this  is  the  grand  work — the  mission — uf 
modem  commerce,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  just  lieginning 
to  develop  its  mighty  resources — to  pour  out  the  inex- 
haustible fulness  of  its  treasures,  and  its  blessings.  A  great 
revolution  is  taking  place,  has  taken  place,  in  human  af- 
fairs. War  is  every  day  becoming  a  more  remote  contin- 
gency. I  do  not  say  an  impossibility.  I  know  human 
nature  too  well  for  that  I  am  fully  aware,  too,  how  mauj 
disturbing  cr-usei^,  growing  out  of  the  history  of  the  past, 
still  exist  to  prevent  the  realizing,  all  at  once,  of  the  great 
end  of  Christian  civilization,  the  dream  of  Henry  IV,  and 
of  Sully — the  union  of  all  nations  in  a  state  of  peace  under 
the  protection  of  law.  I  know,  especially,  what  is  to  be 
dreaded  in  this  respect,  from  that  dark  power  that  hovers 
over  the  conflnes  of  Europe  and  .\s!a,  and  throws  its  vast 
shadows  over  both.  But  during  ttiy  last  residence  of  four 
years  abroad,  I  saw  sufficient  grounds  of  quarrel,  to  have 
led,  under  the  old  order  of  things,  to  twenty  warsi,  as 
spreading  and  bloody  as  the  thirty  years'  war,  or  the  sevea 
years'  war — and  yet  these  threatening  diflferencea  passed 
harm]es<«ly  away ;  cloud  after  cloud  disi?olved  as  they  rose 
above  the  horizon,  leaving  the  sky  more  serene  than  before. 
Sir,  it  is  a  favorite  phraFc  of  those  who  boast  of  what  is 
called  the  **  march  of  intellect,"  that  things  are  thus  changed 
l)ecause  the  ** schoolmaster  is  abroad."  But  I  tell  you 
something  far  more  effective  than  the  schoolmaster,  a 
mightier  than  Solomon,  is  abroad.  It  is  the  steam-en- 
gine, in  its  twofold  capacity  of  a  means  of  production 
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and  a  meana  of  transport — the  moat  powerful  inatrament 
bj  fiir  of  pacification  and  commerce,  and  therefore  of  im- 
provement and  happinesa,  that  the  world  haa  ever  teen ; 
which,  while  it  increaaea  capital,  and  muliipliea  beyond 
imagination  the  prodncta  of  indaatry,  brings  the  most  dis- 
tant people  into  contract  with  one  another — breaks  down 
the  barriers  which  exclusive  legislation  would  oppose  to 
(he  freedom  of  mercantile  exchanges — effaces  all  peculiari- 
tias  of  national  character,  and  promises,  at  no  distant  period, 
to  make  the  whole  Christian  world,  at  leaitt,  one  great 
&mily.  Sir,  the  social  effects  of  this  great  instrument  of 
modern  improvement,  have  been  singularly  promoted  by  a 
branch  of  industry  in  which  the  part  of  the  country  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  is  most  deeply  interested ;  and  I  will 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  view  of  our  Southern  institutions,  that 
may  not  ha^e  occurred  to  it  before,  or  made  the  impression 
it  ought  to  make  upon  It  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  believe 
that  I  do  not  speak  in  what  is  called  a  *<  sectional"  spirit ; 
for  I  protest  before  God  that  nothing  can  be  further  from 
my  heart.  But  let  not  those  whose  minds  have  been  re- 
cently ao  much  inflamed  against  what  they  consider  as  the 
abomination  of  domestic  servitude,  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
truth.  Sir,  I  allude  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  its 
•fTecta,  through  the  commerce  it  fosters,  upon  the  condition 
of  society.  Whoever  ahall  write  the  political  history  of 
that  fovaloable  plsnt,  will  have  a  more  Important  work  to 
per^rm  than  baa  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  biographer  of 
statesmen  or  philosophers.  I  will  venture  to  say,  without 
going  more  into  deuils,  that  the  single  circumstance  of 
bringing  the  wonderfully  cheap  fabrics  produced  by  modern 
nachineiy  within  the  reach  of  even  the  humblest  of  the 
laboring  claasea,  of  substituting  decent  and  comfortable 
raiment  for  the  few  scanty  and  filthy  rags — the  squalid  ex- 
terior, which  makes  poverty  not  only  more  painful,  but  at 
once  more  humiliating  and  degrading  to  ita  victim,  and 
more  disgustful  to  others  than  it  ought  to  be.  will  signally 
contribute  to  elevate  the  (fondition  of  the  poor  in  the  social 
scale,  to  raise  their  self  esteem,  and  to  increaae  the  sym- 
pathy of  others  for  them :  in  a  word,  to  make  them  feel 
themselves  men,  entitled  to  a  place  among  men  ;  not  pa- 
riahs and  outcasts,  whoae  contact  b  contamination.  A 
people  well  clad  and  well  housed  will  be  sure  to  provide 
themselves  with  all  the  other  comforts  of  life ;  and  it  is  the 
diffusion  of  these  comforts,  and  the  growing  taste  for  them 
among  all  classes  of  society  in  Europe — it  is  the  desire  of 
riches,  aa  it  is  commonly  called,  that  is  gradually  putting 
an  end  to  the  destructive  and  bloody  game  of  war,  and  re- 
aerrtng  all  the  resources  hitherto  wasted  by  it,  for  enter- 
prises of  industry  and  commerce,  prosecuted  with  the  fiery 
spirit  which  once  vented  itself  in  scenes  of  peril  and  car- 
nage. 

But,  sir,  tho  result  of  all  this  is  that  very  inequality 
of  wealth,  that  accumulation  of  vast  masses  of  it  in  a  few 
hands,,  against  which  we  have  beard  so  much  said  lately, 
aaif  it  was  something  inconsistent  with  the. liberties,  tho 
happiness,  and  the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of 
mankind.  Gigantic  fortunes  are  acquired  by  a  few  years 
of  prosperous  commerce — mechanics  and  manufacturers 
rival  and  surpass  the  princes  of  the  earth  in  opulence  and 
splendor.  The  face  of  Europe  is  changed  by  this  active 
industry,  working  with  such  mighty  instrumcntii,  on  so 
great  a  scale.  I  have  travelled  in  parts  of  the  continent 
which  the  spirit  of  gain,  with  its  usual  concomitants,  in- 
dostry  and  improvement,  has  invaded  since  the  peace,  at 
■n  interval  of  fifteen  years,  and  been  struck  with  the  revo- 
lution that  Is  going  on. 

There  is  a  singularly  beautiful,  though  rather  barren  tract 
of  country  between  Liege  and  Spa,  tihere,  in  1819,  my 
attention  had  Inscn  principally  attracted  by  the  striking  fea- 
tures of  a  mountainous  region,  with  here  and  there  a  ruin 
of  the  feodal  past,  and  here  -and  there  a  hovel  of  some  poor 


hind ;  the  very  haunt  of  the  "Wild  Boar  of  the  Ardennes,*' 
(See  Qitentin  Durwari)  in  the  good  old  times' of  the  House 
of  Burgundy.  I  returned  to  it  in  1885,  and  saw  it  covered 
with  mills  and  factories,  liegrimed  with  the  smoke  and  soot 
of  steam-engines ;  its  romantic  beauty  deformed,  ita  aylvan 
solitudes  disturbed  and  desecrated  by  the  sounds  of  active 
industry,  and  the  busy  hum  of  men.  I  asked  what  had 
brought  about  so  great  a  chanze,  and  found  the  author  of 
it — a  man  having  a  more  numerous  band  of  retainers  and 
dependants  than  any  baron  bold  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  in  every  respect  more  important  than  niany  of  the  aov- 
ereign  princes  on  the  other  ^ide  of  the  Rhine— was  an  En- 
glish manufacturer,  who  had  established  himself  there 
some  twenty  years  ago,  without  much  capital,  and  had.ef' 
fected  all  thia  by  his  industry  and  enterprise.  Such,  sir, 
is  the  spirit  of  the  age;  of  course,  in  this  young  and  won- 
derfully progressive  country,  it  is  more  eager  and  ardent, 
and  therefore  occasionally  extravagant,  than  anywhere  else. 
But  it  is  vain  to  resist  it.  Nay,  I  believe  it  worse  than  vain. 
It  is  evidently  in  the  order  of  nature,  and  we  must  take  it 
with  all  its  good  and  all  its  evils  together.  The  great  de- 
aign  of  Providence,  in  giving  to  the  most  active  and  enter- 
prising of  all  races,  a  new  world  to  possess,  to  build  up  and 
to  adorn,  are  not  to  be  thwarted  by  our  policy,  even  if  we 
thought  it  good  policy  to  thwart  them ;  all  the  instincts  of 
that  race  would  revolt  at  a  system  which  would  disappoint 
iu  high  destiny. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  made  these  general  remarks,  be- 
cause, as  you  will  have  perceived,  they  hare  a  direct  and 
important  l>earing  upon  the  collateral  issue  presented  by  the 
advocates  of  thia  bill,  though  not  in  the  bill  itself  aa  some- 
thing to  lie  accomplished  hereafter.  In  a  country  so  much 
governed  by  opinion,  it  is  all  important  that  opinion  ahould 
be  enlightened  ;  and  errors  uttered  by  distinguished  men  in 
high  sUtions,  and  surrounded  with  whatever  talent  can 
contribute  to  render  them  seductive  and  imposing,  cannot, 
without  public  detriment,  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed. 
On  this  occasion,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  it  is  fiir  less 
the  measure  proposed,  than  what  I  consider  aa  the  quo 
animoof  its  advocates  here  and  elsewhere,  that  has  excited 
my  alarms  and  my  opposition.  But  I  have  objections, 
which  I  will  now  proceed  to  state,  to  the  policy  of  the  bill 
itself. 

There  are  two  very  distinct  questions  pesented  to  the 
committee.  The  first  is,'  shall  the  revenues  Ite  collected 
only  in  gold  and  silver ;  the  second,  how  shall  they,  when 
collected,  bo  kept  and  disbursed ;  shall  sub- treasuries  be 
established  by  the  Government,  or  shall  banks  be  employed 
for  that  purpose  as  heretofore — and  if  the  latter  course  be 
preferred,  then  shall  the  banks  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
public  deposites,  or  shall  special  depositee  only  be  made 
with  them.  It  is  very  erident  that  these  propositions  have 
no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  and  that  either  of 
them  may  be  approved  or  rejected,  by  those  who  do  not 
reject  or  approve  the  other. 

As  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  specie,  my  objec- 
tions are  by  no  means  so  strong,  or  I  should  say  so  vehement 
now,  as  they  were  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  when  gold 
and  silver  were  selling  at  a  premium  of  nine  or  ten  per  cent. 
At  that  time  it  appeared  to  me  that  such  a  measure  would 
have  been  a  mere  wanton  act  of  oppression  upon  the  people 
of  the  States,  for  no  earthly  good  purpose  whatever.  It 
would  have  been  simply  authorizing  usurers  and  money 
brokers  to  lay  upon  the  importers,  and,  through  these,  upon 
the  consumers  of  foreign  goods,  that"  is  to  say,  upon  tho 
public,  and  especiully  upon  the  planters  of  the  South,  a 
I  iriff  of  duties,  in  a  good  drgrce  arbitrary,  for  their  own 
benefit,  and  that  of  the  functionaries  of  the  Government. 
Believing,  as  I  did  an  I  do,  that  the  paper  circulation  of  the 
country,  from  the  great  and  sudden  contraction  in  conse- 
quence of  the  panic,  was  rather  too  much  reduced  titan  re- 
dundant, I  confoiss,  as  I  said  on  a  formrr  occasion,  I  could 
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BOt  see  that  justice,  at  least  that  equity  and  good  conacience, 
made  it  imperative  upon  us  to  resort  to  so  stern  a  measure ; 
especially,  as  the  idea  of  furnishing,  by  that  means,  a 
broader  metallic  basis  for  our  circulation,  hlid  proved  itself, 
to  our  very  senses,  to  be  completely  fallacious.  We  all  now 
see  that  not  a  dollar  collected  by  the  Government,  and 
disbursed  by  its  ercdilors,  circulates  for  one  moment  as 
money,  but  is  carefully  hoarded,  and  sold  as  merchandise ; 
and  that  it  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  so  long  as,  from 
any  cause  whatever,  exchanges  shall  be  unfavorable  to  the 
country,  is  equally  evident. 

I  admit  that,  since  the  &11  of  the  price  of  gold  and  silver 
to  five  per  cent.,  this  objection  loses  somewhat  of  its  weight, 
but  it  loses  none  of  its  truth.  The  same  law  of  curiency 
now  operates,  though  in  a  mitigated  degree,  to  make  ^t  an 
objectionable  measure  to  repeal  the  act  of  1816,  and  so  to 
discredit,  pro  tanio,  all  bank  notes  in  perpetuity.  Yes, 
sir,  to  organize  panic  and  perpetuate  distrust,  so  far  as  your 
example  has  any  weight.  And  why  do  so  1  What  apol* 
ogy  have  you  to  make .  for  an  act  that  certainly  requires 
one!  What  public  occassion,  what  pressing  exigency  re- 
quires iti  The  message  puts  the  subject,  I  admit,  in  a 
very  specious  and  captivating  form ;  it  supposes  the  case  of 
a  war,  and  the  Government  to  find  its  treasure  suddenly 
turned  into  bank  credits ;  and  ^e  are  aaked  whether  such  a 
thing  could  be  borne.  But  admit  that,  in  case  of  war,  the 
Government  would  be  driven  to  that,  or  any  other  measure 
of  equal  or  even  greater  severity.  What  then  1  Does  it 
follow  that  such  a  system  should  be  unnecessarily  adopted 
in  time  of  peace  t  But  the  truth  is,  that,  even  in  time  of 
war,  it  would  make  less  ditference  to  the  Government  than 
is  generally  supposed.  Certainly  some  of  its  operations, 
distant  naval  expeditions,  and  the  like,  would  require  gold 
and  silver,  and  they  must  be  had,  at  whatever  price,  from 
within  or  from  abroad ;  but,  after  all,  with  such  credit  as 
that  of  the  United  States  now  is,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  nation  should  be  embarrassed,  even  for  a  single 
moment,  by  the  failure  oi  its  banks  to  pay  some  millions  in 
gold  and  silver.  Look  at  England,  in  the  eventful  period 
between  the  suspension  of  payment  in  1797  and  the  peace 
of  1816.  It  is  now  univereally  confessed  that  that  meas- 
sure,  and  thai  measure  alone,  boldly  empirical  as  it  was 
once  thought,  enabled  her  to  sustain  the  burdens  of  that 
terrible  conflict,  and  to  achieve  a  triumph  worthy  of  her 
generous  constancy  under  misfortune.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  how  even  the  necessities  of  war  would  compel  Govern- 
ment, abounding  in  such  resources  of  public  credit  as  no 
other  Government  ever  enjoyed,  to  resort  to  a  measure  so 
novel,  so  harsh,  so  inconsistent  with  the  established  order 
of  things  in  the  country,  and  with  all  the  habiu  of  the 
people. 

But  the  great  objection  with  me  is  that  which  appears 
from  a  passage  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Gaulanji,]  to  have  presented  itself  to  Mr.  Dallas,  in 
1815.  You  will  do  some  harm  by  refusing  bank  paper; 
considering  how  little  specie  there  has  ever  been  in  this 
country,  you  may,  by  requiring  it  to  be  paid  to  you  in  a 
large  amount  annually,  make  it  always  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise ;  you  will  thus  permanently  discredit  bank  notes, 
and  render  impossible  the  restoration  of  their  convertibility. 
But  that  is  not  all ;  even  should  this  mischief  not  ensue, 
you  at  least,  by  thus  rejecting  them,  to  the  .whole  extent  of 
your  transactions,  abandon  the  currency  to  its  fate,  under 
the  administration  of  the  States.  You  make  no  efforts,  you 
exert  no  influence,  to  maintain  its  purity  and  uniformity, 
by  distinguishing  between  corporations  which  redeem  their 
notes  and  those  which  are  notoriously  insolvent.  You 
proclaim  your  distrust  of  all  of  them  alike  ;  you  write  it  in 
your  statute-book;  however  disastrous  the  condition  of  the 
monetary  concerns  of  the  States  may  bo,  through  want  of 
skill  or  want  of  concert,  you  leave  them  to  themselves,  and 
that  when  standing  in  tlie  mu:>t  intimate  and  the  most  com- 


manding relation  towards  them,  you  might,  if  you  gave 
yourselves  the  least  trouble  about  the  matter,  exercise  a 
most  salutary  control  over  them,  and  remedy  thoee  great 
inconveniences  for  the  benefit  of  us  all.  For,  sir,  it  is  not 
enough  to  say  you  have  no  power,  strictly  bo  called,  under 
the  constitution,  to  regulate  the  currency.  I  admit  that 
you  have  none.  What  then  ?  Have  you  no  influence- 
influence  of  example — influence  of  precept — influence  of 
authority — influence  of  patronage — influence  of  connexion 
and  custom  in  business,  in  the  use  of  these  very  deposites  ? 
Has  not  the  constitution  provided  that  all  defects  in  our 
institutions  shall  bo  corrected  by  amendments  regularly  re- 
commended and  introduced,  and  is  it  not  one  of  your  duties 
BO  to  recommend  and  introduce  them? 

Why  do  you  not  urge  upen  the  States  any  reform  you 
may  judge  necessary  in  the  matter  1    I  appeal  to  every  one 
that  hears  me,  what  he  should  tliink  of  an  individual,  who, 
possessing  immense  influence  in  a  community,  with  an  in- 
come of  many  millions  a  year,  should,  in  a  time  of  trouble, 
coolly  withdraw  himself  from  society,  and  hoard  his  money, 
like  a  usurer  in  a  cammereial  panic,  waiting  until  the  ex- 
treme necessities  of  his  neighbors  shall  throw  them  upon 
his  mercy  ?     Is  this  the  morality  we  are  taught  in  our  pri- 
vote  relational     Shall  nothing  be  expected  from  hini  to 
whom  se  much  has  been  given  ?     Shall  he  hide  his  light 
under  a  bushel  1     Shall  he  bury  his  ten  talents  in  the 
earth,  and  escape  condemnation  as  an  unprofitable  servant  t 
And  shall  that  be  right  in  a  Government,  which,  in  a  pri- 
vate person,  shocks  the  moral  sense  of  all  mankind — in  a 
Government  standing  towards  the  people  of  this  country  in 
relations  so  very  peculiar  t  Sir,  what  answer  would  you  have 
to  give  to  the  States,  if,  in  a  moment  of  public  calamity, 
like  that  which  is  yist  passing  away,  feeling  their  distresses 
aggravated  through  your  harsh  exactions  of  what  their  peo- 
ple had  not  to  give,  appealing  in  vain  to  you  for  succor  or 
for  counsel,  they  were  to  hold  to  you  the  language  which 
indignation  and  astonishment  would  naturally  iuspire  under 
such  extraordinary  circumstances  1     If  they  were  to  say  to 
you,  '<  Wu  have  done  every  thing  to  exalt  and  to  magnify 
you— we  have  clothed  you  with  authority  and  awe — ^Ke 
have  armed  you  with  mighty  powers,  with  the  axes  and 
fasces  of  supreme  jurisdiction — we  have  surrounded  you 
with  all  the  glorious  equipage  and  pomp  of  empire,  endow- 
ed you  with  a  vast  treasury,  with  fleets,  armies,  senates, 
and  judges — that  palace,  these  gorgeous  domes — this  cc^i- 
tolium  fulgetis — what  fori    That  you  should  renounce  all 
community  of  interest,  all  sympathy  with  us  ?    That  there 
should  be  no  ties  of  affection  or  of  duty  between  us?    That 
you  should   ostentatiously  proclaim  yourselves,  as  your 
worst  eiiemles  have  sometimes  alleged  that  your  are,  a  for- 
eign Government  in  the  midst  of  our  country,  and  even 
avail  yourselves  of  a  moment  of  cruel  revulsion  and  calaxn* 
ity,  to  make  us  feel  that  you  are  so  in  spirit  and  in  truth  !*' 
Sir,  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  conceive,  how  such  a  course 
should  fail  to  strike  every  body  as  a  perversion  of  all  the 
eternal  obligations  of  morality,  which  are,  and  ought  to  he, 
as  binding  upon  communities  as  upon  the  individuals  that 
compoM  them ;  how  gentlemen  can,  at  such  a  moment  as 
the  present,  entertain,  without  emotion,  the  strange  prop- 
osition that  this  Government  should  bury  itself,  like  Sarcia^ 
napalus,  in  a  selfish  repose,  a  degenerate  and  inglorious  in- 
difference  to  all  the  interests  of  the  country ;  or,  if  I  can 
make  such  a  comparison  without  shocking  them  too  much, 
that,  like  Nero,  it  should  fiddle  while  Rome  is  burning. 

Agreeing,  then,  sir,  with  the  Executive  in  the  principles 
laid  down  in  the  message,  I  dififer  with  it  in  the  practical 
inferences  deduced  from  them.  In  the  division  of  power 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  I  think  with  it, 
that  all  that  is  required  to  meet  this  emergency,  has  not 
been  given  to  the  former.  But  the  inadequacy  of  our  po^v- 
ers  is  no  excuse  for  not  exerting  them  to  the  uttermost  for 
the  public  good,  especially  as  there  is  reason  to  think  thai  tlie 
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convention  did  not  foresee  the  prewnt  state  of  things.  We 
can  do  mu^,  if  we  cannot  do  every  thing.  Tlie  occasion 
ealis  only  for  a  good  will,  and  a  moderate  share  of  practical 
abitity ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  among  the 
existing  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  can  be  found 
ample  means  of  accomplishing  the  two  great  objects  of  re- 
storing specie  payments,  and  maintaining  hereafter,  in  all 
ordinary  times,  a  convertible  currency,  which  is  all  that 
we  can  expect  to  do. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood,  ft  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  paper  of  the  banks  should  not 
only  not  in  fact  be  depreciated,  (as  I  believe  is  actually  the 
case,}  bat  should  be  able  to  stand  the  only  sure,  and,  to 
the  public  at  large,  satisfactory,  test  of  that  fact ;  I  mean 
convertibility  into  specie.  I  am  fully  aware  that  the  ac- 
cident of  a  failure  in  the  means  of  making  their  payments 
in  the  precious  metals,  is  one  against  which,  according  to 
the  coarse  of  modern  commerce,  there  can  be  no  complete 
security  ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  more  absurdly  exagger* 
ated,  than  the  importance  attached  to  that  occurrence,  by 
persons  not  familiar  with' the  principles  of  banking,  when 
it  happens  in  consequence  of  an  extraordinary  demand 
from  abroad,  or  a  sadden  panic  within.  Nay,  more ;  I 
admit  that  the  most  usual  effect  uf  a  great  revulsion  in 
trade,  is,  to  throw  much  paper  out  of  circulation  ;  to  con- 
tract the  earrency,  and  so  to  bring  down  exchanges  and 
prices^  and  raise  the  value  of  the  money  that  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  public.  But  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  though  it  may  not  be  a  present  evil,  is  always 
fiaaght  with  danger.  It  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  a 
statesotta  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  soon  as  possible,  either  by 
cacooragement  or  by  compulsion.  It  is  for  this,  among 
«ther  reasons,  that  I  so  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  issuing 
4>fTrea«ary  notes;  inasmuch  as  it  relieved  us  from  the 
necessity  either  of  directly  refusing  to  take  the  paper  of 
the  b&nka  at  par,  or,  by  receiving  it,  (as  we  might  other- 
wise very  safely  have  done,)  of  betraying  those  companies 
i«kto  an  impolitic  enlargement  of  their  issues,  before  the 
faaiaooe  of  payments  had  been  tamed  In  oor  favor,  as  I 
hope  it  will  be,  by  the  coming  crop.  I  regarded  it  as  an 
excelleot  temporary  expedient,  for  avoiding,  at  present, 
this  choice  of  evils.  8o  far,  I  think  nothing  more  un* 
foaoded  than  the  general  charge  of  insolvency  against  all 
oar  banks,  which  is  so  inconsiderately  uttered  by  the  press, 
•od  io  debate,  as  well  as  the  assertion  repeated  over  and 
over  again,  on  this  floor,  that  the  country  is  laboring  under 
an  ezeeasive  and  depreciated  currency.  It  is  not  yet  so ; 
bet  it  will,  I  fear,  very  soon  be  so,  if  the  banks  do  not 
Bake  an  effort  to  return  to  sftecie  payments  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months.  Now  is  the  time  to  do  so :  now  that 
their  iaaoea  are  contracted ;  that  importations  have  been 
idiecked ;  that  exchanges  are  become  more  favorable ;  and 
that  the  great  southern  crops  are  about  to  be  sent  forward 
to  make  them  still  more  so.  Let  every  one  interested  in 
the  faie  of  these  institutions,  us  welt  as  in  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  country,  exert  whatever  influence  he  may 
possess,  to  bring  about  that  result;  and  to  deliver  the  banks 
from  the  temptations  to  dangerous  exo«tss,  to  which  the  re- 
torn  of  an  active  and  prosperous  business  will  inevitably 
expose  them,  if  they  do  not,  once  more,  lay  themselves 
njoder  the  restraint  of  convertibility. 

Sir,  should  they  unhappily  take  a  different  course,  and 
SKbouU  this  Government,  after  using  all  its  influence  and 
aathority  to  eeuMish  the  currency  of  the  country  on  a 
better  fooling,  fail  of  success  in  its  most  zealous  endeavors, 
I  admit  that  it  may  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
care  of  its  own  buainess  and  creditors,  by  independent 
lesMation  of  its  own.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  varioualy 
de^predajut^  earrency  cannot  be  tolerated  as  the  settled  sys- 
tem of  the  country.  The  ports  of  one  State  cannot  be 
preferred  to  those  of  another,  in  this  way,  any  more  than 
bgr  «ii  expraaa  statute  to  that  effect.    Nor  can  tiie  poblie 


creditor  be  justly  paid  in  money  really  depreciated — I  mean 
not  in  reference  merely  to  gold  and  silver,  which  are  them- 
selves liable  to  great  fluctuations  in  value,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral mass  of  commodities  that  compose  the  conveniences 
and  necessaries  of  life.  The  effeets  of  a  redundant  cur- 
rency, when  once  they  begin  to  he  distinctly  perceived,  are 
counteracted  by  a  general  rise  of  prices.  Money  is  twice 
as  easy  to  be  got,  but  you  have  to  pay  twice  as  much  fur 
every  thing  which  it  buys.  But  there  is  one  class  of  per- 
sons who  have  no  means  of  indemnifying  themselves  by 
raising  the  nominal  value  of  their  property  or  their  claims. 
It  is  the  class  of  those  who  live  on  fixed  incomes — annui- 
tants, fondholders,  functionaries  of  States,  pensioners. 
They  are  paid  a  certain  sum,  and  with  every  diminution  in 
the  value  it  expresses,  they  lose  juBt  so  much  of  what  they 
are  fairly  entitled  to.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, it  is  quite  clear,  that  Government  is  under  the  highest 
of  all  moral  obligations  to  see  that  their  dues  be  not  paid 
them  in  what  is  really  worth  a  great  deal  less  than  it  pur- 
ports to  be. 

What  I  have  hitherto  said  relates  to  the  first  question 
propounded  by  the  bill  on  your  table — shall  gold  and  silver 
only  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues  )  Ar  to 
the  second  inquiry,  sir,  whether  the  revenue  shall  be  kept 
by  officers  of  our  own,  or  by  the  banks ;  and  if  the  latter^ 
whether  in  the  shape  of  special  or  general  depositc,  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  so  ably  said,  upon  that  head, 
against  the  system  recommended  by  the  message,  that  I 
am  very  little  disposed  to  trouble  the  committee  with  any 
additional  remarks  in  regard  to  it.  Were  I  driven  to  make 
a  choice  between  the  two  plans  referred  to,  I  should,  as  at 
present  advised,  greatly  prefer  that  of  a  special  deposite, 
on  a  small  commission,  as  at  once  ihe  safest,  the  cheapest, 
and  roost  simple — as  departing  less  from  our  previous 
customs,  and  not  being  so  liable  to  the  great  practical  ob- 
jection of  going  permanently  to  increase  the  already  enor- 
mous and  disproportionate  influence  of  the  Executive  power, 
which,  beyond  all  doubt,  far  exceeds  any  thing  that  was 
anticipated  by  the  founders  of  the  Government,  and  serious- 
ly threatens  to  disturb,  if  not  to  subvert,  the  whole  balance 
of  the  constitution.  I  need  not  say  that  I  have  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  present,  or  any  other  individual  In- 
cumbent. I  speak  of  the  operations  of  gpreat  general  causes, 
and  of  a  system,  whose  effects  are  almost  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  the  will  of  man.  Another  very  great  ol^ection 
to  the  scheme  reported  by  the  committee,  is  its  resemblance, 
or,  at  least,  its  fearful  leaning  to  that  of  a  great  political 
bank  of  the  United  States,  of  which  a  justly  celebrated  re- 
port of  one  of  my  predecessors,  upon  this  floor,*  demon- 
strated, some  years  ago,  the  dangers  and  inconveniences, 
as  I  have  always  supposed,  to  the  universal  conviction  of 
the  people.  But  although  I  should  prefer  the  special  de- 
posite  system  to  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  adopt  iu  That  immense 
benefiu  have  been  conferred  upon  the  coantry,  by  adding 
to  its  productive  capital,  the  large  amounts  of  public  money 
which  wouM  otherwise  have  lain  dormant  in  the  Treasury, 
does  not  admit  of  a  question.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  in 
the  course  of  the  half  century  that  has  elapsed  since  '89, 
countless  millions  have  been  the  fruit  of  this  truly  paternal 
and  beneficent  system.  Our  predecessors*  Mr.  Dallas 
among  them,  seem  to  have  been  deeply  impressed  with 

<*  Mr.  Mclhifle.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  WajB  and  Means,  la 
1831 .  Mr.  Oal  latin  remarks  of  ihls system  of  sub-irsMuries,  prpseoied 
as  an  alternative  to  a  bank  uf  the  United  Siaies,  In  his  celebrated 
pamphlet  on  that  subject,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  power  of  re- 
ceiving private  deposiies,  the  oliject  of  which  provision  is  not  perceiv- 
ed, this  18  preciaelv  the  speci'^s  of  national  tMok  which  has  been  sug- 
Ssied  in  the  Presiilent's  last  message,  (1830.)  The  question  whether 
e  purchase  uf  draAs  would,  as  we  think,  be  a  chane  on  the  Treas- 
ury, or  prove,  as  seems  to  l>e  expected,  a  source  of  mofii,  is  oa^  of 
seconilary  importance.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  issues  of  the 
State  banks  could  not,  nor  indeed  is  it  expected  that  they  could,  be 
thecksd  by  this  plan.— iiTots  by  Air.  L, 
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this  view  of  the  subject.  They  seem  to  have  felt  them- 
selves bound  to  render  our  system  of  taxation,  which,  even 
in  its  mildest  form,  is,  in  fact,  a  confiscation  of  private  prop- 
erty for  public  uses,  as  little  burdensome  as  possible  to  the 
community.  Sir,  whatever  we  may  think  of  the  policy  of 
pursuing  their  footsteps  any  further,  no  one  can  deny  that 
they  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country  for  the 
past ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  too  sensiblo  of  the  benefit,  to 
throw  it  away  without  very  mature  consideration,  unless 
under  the  pre^^pure  of  a  cogent  necessity. 

But  we  have  Iteen  told,  sir,  tliat,  far  from  being  an  inno- 
vation, this  mode  of  collecting  the  public  revenues  was 
universal  from  the  earliest  times  until  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century — that  is  to  say,  until  an  age  of  philosophic 
light  and  diffusive  civilization,  at  which  another  good  old 
pUn,  established  from  time  immemorial,  the  burning  of 
witches  and  heretics,  unhappily  ceased  too.  This  coinci- 
dence certainly  appears  to  me  to  be  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration ;  the  committee  will  see,  that  in  the  matter  of 
innovation,  going  back  too  far  is  at  least  as  dangerous  as 
going  forward  too  rapidly.  But  there  has  been  another 
reference  to  the  examples  of  the  pan  which  struck  me  still 
more  forcibly  as  a  most  extraonlinary  perversion  of  the 
lessons  of  experience,  tilr,  I  do  confess  to  you,  that  be- 
fore any  discussion  had  taken  place  in  either  part  of  this 
Capitol  on  the  subject  liefore  you — long  before  I  had 
heard  of  that  allusion  to  the  Questor,  referred  to  the  other 
day  by  my  eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hofv- 
MAW,]  at  the  hire  stating  of  this  project  in  its  first  concep- 
tion and  most  general  outlines,  certain  images  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind,  and  have  ever  since  haunted  it, 
in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  to  banish  them.  They  were  ideas 
that,  in  my  simple  way  of  considering  such  matters,  shock- 
ed and  alarmed  me— ideas  of  Roman  conquest  and  Asiatic 
despotism.  I  thought  of  that  roost  fearful  of  all  things,  a 
▼ast  empire  with  power  centralized  at  its  capital,  with 
commerce  centralizing  by  the  inevitable  course  of  trade, 
which  always  and  everywhere  tends  to  centralization,  at 
some  great  emporium,  with  its  revenues  collected  only  in 
gold  and  silver,  to  lie  hoarded,  as  was  the  way  at  Rome  and 
Babylon  or  Persepolis.  I  fancied  I  could  t^  one  of  the 
rroconsuls  or  prteiora^the  Bashaws  of  the  republic,  as 
Montesquieu  sd  justly  calls  them-^Verres,  for  example- 
going  forth  with  the  same  Qiusstur,  surrounded  with  an 
army  of  publicans  Or  farroera  of  the  revenue,  to  gather  the 
dues  of  Rome  in  a  devoted  province— another  Bicily — aa 
dues  were  wont  to  be  gathered  by  the  satraps  of  that  mili- 
tary commonwealth,  that  is  to  say,  wrung  with  their  blood 
from  subjugated  nations,  whose  pleasant  places  wera  laid 
wastcwithout  remorse,  to  glut  the  rapaciry  of  conquest.  8ir, 
I  little  imagined  that  such  a  system  would  have  been  cited, 
nay,  alluded  lo,  in  this  age,  except  with  a  view  to  inspire 
the  horror  and  execration  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  excite. 
Roman  example !  •*  The  Demon  city,"  (as  it  has  been 
called  by  a  wiitfsr  of  genius— Herder,)  whose  whole  histo- 
ry, from  beginning  to  end,  is  a  tragedy  far  deeper  and 
more  dreadful  than  the  fcate  of  OBdipua  or  the  Atrids,  and 
leading  to  a  catastrophe  of  an  awful  political  justice. 
Why,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  annals  of  Mongolian 
eonqueet,  worse  than  the  ravages  perpetrated  by  her  con- 
•ul«— by  Mummius,  Paulns,  ^milius,  8ylU— 4n  some  of 
the  fairest  and  most  civilixed  portions  of  the  earth.  There 
were  fiourishing  countries,  whose  fertility  and  population 
were  exhausted  by  a  perpetual  drain  of  corn  and  gladiators 
to  feed  her  lazy  and  licentious  populace,  and  amuse  them 
with  the  unutterable  atrocities  of  her  ampitheatre.  And 
what  was  the  end  of  all  this  misrule  ?     Weakness,  pover- 

?,  desolation,  barbarism — the  Goth,  the  Vandal,  the  Hun. 
et  long  before  the  footstep  of  a  barbarian  had  been  im- 
pressed upon  the  soil  of  the  empire,  as  Gibbon  has  well 
remarked;  long  before  that  scourge  of  God,  under  whose 
horses^  hoof  the  grass  wan  said  jiever  to  grow  again,  had 


been  sent  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  mankind,  in  the  course 
of  half  a  century  after  ConsUntine  had  founded  a  new 
Rome,  whole  tracts  of  fertile  country  had  been  completely 
depopulated  and  abandoned.  Even  of  that  paradise  of  all 
this  earth,  on  which  poetry  and  panegyric  have  been  eX' 
hausted  in  every  age,  in  all  languages,  the  Campania  ft- 
iixt  a  very  considerable  portion  was  become  a  waste; 
Nor,  sir,  was  this  owing  to  the  despotism  of  the  C»sar% 
as  an  excellent  writer  has  well  observed,  (Jacobs,)  in  ref- 
erence to  this  passage  of  the  **  Decline  and  Fall,^'  and  as 
this  committee  will  do  well  to  remark.  There  co-operated 
with  that  misgovernment,  a  curse  which  has  been  said, 
and  is  thus  proved,  to  be  wor«e  than  **  the  inclemency  of 
the  seasons  and  the  barrenness  of  the  earth,"  (Ad.  Smith,) 
a  decreasing  currency.  The  supply  of  the  precious  roetala 
had  been  for  upwanls  of  two  centuries  continually  dimin- 
ishing, while  the  quantity  of  them  sent  in  quest  of  luxu- 
ries to  the  East,  to  return  no  more,  had  been  increasing  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  a  revenue  of  £15,000,000  or 
£20,000,000  was  constantly  levied  in  gold  and  silver,  to 
be  expended  at  a  distant  capital,  or  on  the  frontiers.  This 
important  fact  speaks  volumes  to  us  on  this  subject.  It  is 
unquestionably  true  that  one  of  the  greatest  cakimitiea  of 
the  declining  empire,  was  a  circulation  diminishing  so 
frightfully  that  the  pay  of  a  genertd  in  the  the  third  centu« 
ry  was  nominally  not  higher  than  that  of  a  private  had 
been  in  the  reign  of  Auguntas,  (Herder.)  8o  much  ibr 
the  Roman  sub-Treasury  system,  and  the  example  of  the 
Qusstor ! 

But,  sir,  another  objection  to  the  present  system  is,  tbat 
it  leads  to  fluctuations  in  the  currency ;  and  that  brings 
me  to  consiiler  the  general  efifects  of  the  credit  system  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

I  begin  by  admitting  that  there  is  something  in  this  ob- 
jection, but  by  no  means  ss  much  aa  is  thought  by  persons 
who  have  not  very  attentively  considered  the  subject.     Un- 
doubtedly if  your  revenue,  instead  of  being  unilbrm,  ot  at 
least  varying  very  little  from  year  to  year,  be  permitted  t9 
fluctuate  extremely — if  a  great  surplus  like  that  of  whicb 
you  disposed  last  year  is  to  be  allowed  ever  and  anon  to 
accumulate,  and  then  to  be  withdrawn  from  one  depontory 
and  scattenad  among  many  others ;  to  he  again  suddenly 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  ultimately  distriboted  without 
refereoce  to  the  wants  of  commerce  and  the  course  of  busi- 
ness, but  on  merely  arbitrary  principles,  among  the  States; 
if  such  finandal  blunders  are  to  hs  repeated  often  in  our 
future  policy,  we  should  do  well  to  confine  the  eHfects  of 
them  within  as  narrow  limits  as  possible,  and  even  a  system 
of  hoarding  might,  in  such  a  case,  perhaps,  do  leas  baim 
than  all  this  vexatious  irregularity  and  uncertainty.     Bat»        i 
in  the  first  place,  whose  fault  was  that  1     Whose  legt«la. 
tion  occasioned  that  preposterous  accumulation  1     Whose 
unequal  and  oppressive  tarifib  extorted  from  commerre  th« 
vast  sums  which  were  afterwards  to  be  lavished  upon  it  with 
such  intoxicating  effects  1     Yours,  sir;  thw  House,  this 
Congress  is  responsible  for  whatever  mischiefs  grew  om  of 
that  ^trance  anomaly.     Let  thi*  blame  light  upon  the  beads 
of  tho  guilty.     I  trust  in  God  we  are  not  destined  soon  to       ' 
see  another  such  surplue^and  if  we  should,  most  ce/tainly 
I  should  expect  proper  precautions  to  be  adopted  to  prevent 
its  operating  again  so  powerfully  to  derange  the  bnsiiiea*  of 
the  country.     But  whet  sort  of  argument  is  it  against  the 
comparatively  moderate  depositee  made  in  the  ordinary       ' 
course  of  things  by  the  Government,  to  recompenee  the       * 
banks  for  their  services  as  fiscal  agents,  and  make  taxation       ' 
less  oppressive,  that  an  enormous  accumulation  like  that 
referred  to,  so  capriciously  disposed  of,  so  violently  trana- 
ferred  from  one  place  of  deposite  to  another,   produced 
much  evil  1    And  here,  sir,  I  beg  to  ask  gentlemen,  wheth- 
er it  has  ever  occurred  to  them  to  imagine  what  would 
have  been  the  effect — what  would  always  be  the  eflfect—      ^ 
of  Mch  aa  aocnmolation,  if  it  had  bean  in  goM  and  eilver  1     ^ 
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Wh«t  if  oar  r^v^nue*  shouM  •v^i  ^gaUi  arooQQt  to  what 
tbejF  were  in  1815  T  Will  any  man .  undertake  to  say 
that  the  abstraction  from  the  circulation  of  the  commercial 
world  of  eo  large  a  sum  as  fbrty  or  fifty  millions  of  specie, 
would  not,  at  any  time,  occasion  a  serious  derangement  of 
business  and  fall  of  prices  abroad,  attended  with  all  the 
uaual  evils  of  such  an  eveot  ?  I  shall  advert,  hereafter, 
more  particularly,  to  the  important  subject  of  \he  supply 
of  the  precious  metals  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  ^  but 
1  here  call  the  attention  of  tlio  committee  to  a  view  of  it 
that  is  entitled  to  their  profound  consideration.  If  I  do 
not  greatly  err,  in  aU  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  .been 
brought  by  my  researches  in  thU  matter,  no  calculation 
can  be  made  of  (he  effect  which  the  adopibn — I  will  not 
•ay  of  the  ''hard  mopey  system,''  but  of  any  sytem  what- 
ever, calling  for  a  much  greater  demand  of  the  precious' 
metals— anight  have  upon  the  state  of  trade. 

Six,  I  have  said  that  the  importance  of  these  fluetuajtioos 
in  the  paper  currency  of  a  country,  have-  been  very  much 
overrated.     Soma  people  seem  to  think  an  expansion  in 
the  circulating  medium  must  always  be  attended  with  a 
sudden  risejn  prices,  and  ajitxirit  of  extravagant  specula-, 
tion.     But  it  is  not  so.     Mr.  Tooke  has  shown  th^t  these 
two  things  have  in  fact  very  seldom  coincided — that  spec- 
ulation dependi}.  In  the  first  instance,  upon  moral  causes 
wholly  unconnected,  with  the  state  ot  the  ctiurrency  ;  and, 
although  an  abundance  of  money  may,  and  does,  aggra- 
vate t&  evil  where  it  ezists,  yet,  by  itself  it  never  leads 
to  any  ezdiement.     Take  any  example  of  a  commercial 
crids  yott  please^  and  you  will  find  that  there  were  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  which  acted  on  the  imaginstions  of 
mea-~florid  pictures  of  general  prosp^iiy,  bright  visions  of 
possible  success  in  new  channels  of  trade,  and  adventures 
as  yet  untried.     There  ie  a  remarkable  proofof  this  in  the 
terrible  convulsion  In  England  in  1825,  the  Vnost  serious 
perhaps  that  she  has  ever  passed  through.     In  lft82  there 
was  a  most  depressed  state  of  prices  below  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction.    The  lowering  of  the  interest  on  an  immense 
amount  of  Government  stock  in  1833  and  '24,  engendered 
an  impatient  desire  of  more  profitable  investments.  ^  Then 
came  the  acknowledgment  ol   the  independence  of  the 
South  American  Slates,  with  hopca  of  advantageous  loans 
to  the  new  Governmsnts,  of  great  mining  speculations, 
and  of  a  vast  extension  of  all  branches  of  trade,  upoii 
which  that  great  political  event,  it  was  supposed,  could 
not  fail  to  produce  sudden .  and  incalculable  eilects.     The 
spirit  of  ftiventure  thus  awakened,   soon .  spread  itself 
ainroad  o^tt  every  department  of  comme-rce  \  and  a  moral 
epidemic,  as  it  has  been  well  ternied,  broke  out,  snch  aH 
no  policy  of  Govemment,  ofTree  Government  at  least, 
could  possibly  control. ,  But  the  same  excitement  would 
have  occurred  had  the  circulation  of  England  been  metal- 
lic; aAd,  sir,  a  proof  of  it  is  to  be  found- in  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  a  long  series  cif  good  harv^ets,  and  to  the  prepa^ 
rations  which  the  Baiii^  of  England  had  been  making  to 
substitute  g«ld  for  the  sniall  notes  which  still  circulated  in 
1824,  her  treaauie  was.  unnsua^ly  ^arge,  (something  like 
£18,006,000  instead  of  £10,000,000,  iu  r^ular  maxi- 
mum,} and  so  lar  aa  her  issues  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
exciting  the  spirit  of  circulation,  it -was  not  a  deficitmcy, 
but  an  excess  of  bullion  tha^  occasioned  the  mischief— « 
just  aa  was  tfa*  caae  in  thi^  country  during  the  last  two 
years.     I  ay,  sir,  this  spifit  of  afieculation  i^  incident  to 
the  adventnrooa  operations  of  *commeice,  and  it  mdkes  no 
difference  whether  those  operations  be  carried  on  in  specie 
or  in  paper.     Th»  gentleman  Wm  Pennsylvania  who  i4ts 
near  aie,  [Mr.  8«iqjcAirT,]  anticipated  mo  in  citing  the 
example  of  f}ie  lamoue  bubble  year  in  England,  (17^1,) 
when,  aa  he  jastly  remarked,  the  circubtton  of  that  coun- 
try might  be  considered  a*  almost  exclusive^  metaiiic,  for 
the  issuea  of  the  bank  were  what  they  had  been  for  some 
yeara  befofe,  only  about  £2,000,000,  and  not  more  than 
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half  what  they  ware  in  a  few  years  alter,  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect calm.  But  I  will  add  another  instance,  a  most  mem- 
orable and  instructive  one,  from  our  own  history.  If  thi^ 
country  has  ever  been  blessed  with. a  purely  metallic  cur- 
rency, it  was  shortly  after  the  peace  of  '83,  and  from  that 
epoch  until  the  establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  sir,  if  a  man  were  called  to  point  out 
that  era  in  its  history  in  which  its  pecuniary  condition 
waa  most  deplorable,  he  would,  without  hesitation,  name 
that.  There  was  a  want  of  money,  even  to  transact  the 
ordinaiy  business  of  life ;  a  good  por^on  of  the  little  trade 
lofl  U8  was  carried  on  by  barter  ;*  industry  was  languiah- 
ing  for  want  of  the  means  of  exchanging  its  products ;  no- 
body had  any  credit ;  all  was  embarrassment,  desponden- 
cy, and  gloom.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  distress,  there 
was  a  cry,  net  for  hard  money,  as  in  the  present  crisis — 
they  had  enough  of  ihat,  in  one  sense,  at  least — ^butforthe 
good  old-fashioned  (taper  money  issued  by  the  States,  and 
the  discontents  of  some  of  the  boldest  and  most  active 
epirits  of  New  England  broke  out  into  open  revolt  against 
society,  and  seriously  threatened  its  overthrow.  Sir, 
never  since  we  have  been  a  people,  have  we  passed  through 
a  period  so  full  of  perils  of  all  sorts!  Never  was  the  mo- 
rality of  the  nation  put  to  so  severe  a  trial ;  or  its  peace 
and  its  institutions,  and  its  destinies  brought  so  near  to 
the  very  edge  of  the  precipice.  And  what  was  the  imme- 
diate canse  of  all  this  intense  pecuniary  distress  ?  Spec- 
ulation, sir,  far  wilder,  in  proportion,  than  any  that  has 
since  occurred.  We  had  imported  in  the  two  first  years 
after  the  peace,  a  large  amount,  $30,000,000,  against  ex- 
ports of  some' eight  or  nine  millions.  Look  into  Pitkin's 
Statistics.  And  yet  with  a  fact  from  our  own  history,  so 
important,  so  authentic,  ao  full  of  instruction  on  all  the 
points  involved  in  this  discussion,  you  hear  able  and  lead- 
ing men  speak  of  the  spirit  of  speculation,  aa  something 
itis^parably  connecte4  with  paper  money  alone.  No,  sir, 
i t' results  A-om  what  is  called  the  <*  course  of  trade,"  in  its 
perpetual  round  of  ouiescence — improvement-^increasing 
confidence— -prospenty — excitement — overtrading — con- 
vulsion— stagnation— pressure-distress — ending  in  quies- 
cence again. f  Nor  is  it  by  bank  issues,  even  where  banks 
moat  abound,  (hat  it  is  supplied  with  the  means  of  com- 
passing its  object.  In  1825,  it  is  said  that  mercantile  pa- 
per to  the  amount  of  near  $600,000,000  was  negotiated  in 
London.  Mr.  Rothschild  mentions  that  his  house  receiv- 
ed* in  the  course  of  two  months,  bills  to  the  amount  of  a 
million  and  a  half,t  while  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  country  banks  together,  did  not  exceed 
thirty  mllliona.  It  is  commercial  credit  and  private  loans, 
that  at  such  periods  encourage  and  sustain  thos^  great  and 
perilons  operations — not  banks,  not  bank  notes,  not  redun- 
dant'currency,  strictly  so  called. 

But,  if  banks  do  not  occasion  such  excitements,  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  greatly  mitigate  the  effects  of  the  revul- 
sion that  foHows.  We  had  no  banks  in  this  country  in 
'86  to  help  the  people  in  thpir  distress,  as  the  Bank  of 
England  aided  and  saved  the  commercial  community  of 
England  in  1826. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  more  closely  into  the  causes  of 
the  iate  excitemcat  in  the  moneyed  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  Jn  my  opinion,  they  have  been  too 
partially  considered,  and  we  have  added  to  our  other  mis- 
.  fortunes  mutual  reproach^,  which  are  certainly  (I  speak 
it  with  the  profoundest  deference  for  the  very  able  persons 
with  whom  I  differ)  not  all  of  them  well  founded.  The 
merchants,  as  a  body,  have  been  censared  for  imprudent 
and  profligate  speculation.  They,  in  turn,  accuse  the  Gov- 
emment of  a  wanton  and  even  wicked  tampering  with  the 
great  interests  of  commerce,  which  Governments  seldom 

*  Washington's  writings,  vol.  IX.    Hamilton's  report  on  Oie  Bank 
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touch  without  doing  some  mischief.  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
this  a  fit  occasion  fur  angry  recrimination,  and  having  been 
absent  during  the  conflict  to  which  I  allude,  I  desire  to 
mingle  as  little  as  possible  in  the  passions  of  the  past  I 
must  say,  however,  that  I  incline  to  believe  more  import- 
ance has  been  attached  to  the  specie  circular,  in  a  mere 
economical  point  of  view,  ([  say  nothing  of  its  political 
character,)  than  it  deserves.  I  do  not  mean  to  affirm  that 
it  had  not  its  share  in  adding  to  the  embarrassment*  of  the 
money  market  after  the  revulsion  had  began.  But  the 
tide  had  turned  before.  That  paper  was  issued  here  on 
the  1  Uh  of  July,  1836.  Now,  as  early  as  the  1st  of  July, 
the  Bank  of  England  had  felt  Itself  constrained  to  adopt  a 
course  which  led  to  an  instant  fall  of  prices,  and  this  fall 
of  prices  was  in  a  short  time  as  much  as  20  or  30  per  cent. 
Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  in  the  pamphlet  already  alluded  to, 
admits  the  fact,  and  justifies  the  proceeding.  Habes  con- 
Jitentem  reum.*  Now,  sir,  be  pleased  to  consider  what 
frightful  havoc  a  loss  of  20  or  30  yer  cent,  on  1,500,000 
bales  of  cotton  alone  would  occasion  in  the  commercial 
world,  especially  when  such  a  terrible  deficit  happens  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  contraction  of  bank  issues,  and  great 
scarcity  in  the  money  market,  at  a  period  of  prodigious  ex- 
citement  in  every  branch  of  trade,  (for  it  is  then  only  that 
contractions  are  dangerous,)  and  of  speculative  investments 
in  every  sort  of  enterprise.  The  Bank  of  England,  through 
its  deputy  governor,  alleges,  in  justification  of  its  course, 
that  its  treasure,  which  was  just  beginning  to  recover  from 
the  drain  occasioned  by  speculations  in  Spanish  and  Por- 
tuguese funds,  during  the  year  1834 — another  phrensy  of 
the  times,  that  led  to  a  catastrophe  which  I  witnessed  in 
the  spring  of  1835,  and  in  hard-money  countries,  too-^ 
was  again  reduced  by  drafts  made  upon  it,  for  various  pur- 
poses, in  America,  to  the  amount  of  £2,600,000.  Of 
this  amount,  £1,200,000  was  borrowed  for  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ;  the  rest  came  over  to  be  laid  ont,  no 
doubt,  in  canal  and  railway  or  bank  stock ;  or,  to  supply, 
as  Mr.  Palmer  supposes,  the  vacuum  in  onr  circulation 
occasioned  by  the  prohibition,  in  some'  of  the  States,  of 
small  notes,  or  the  new  demand  for  gold  conAequent  upon 
the  change  introduced  by  the  gold  bill,  in  the  session  of 
1835.  Sir,  as  the  guardian  of  the  currency  of  England, 
the  bank  was,  no  doubt,  on  strict  principle,  justified  in  per- 
suing that  cautious  policy,  in  imposing  a  salutary  check 
upon  speeulaiion  ;  but  I  have  very  great  doubta  whether  it 
did  not  go  too  far ;  and  whether  its  sudden  and  rather  vio- 
lent interference  with  the  natural  course  of  things,  has  not 
been  attended,  in  England  as  well  as  in  this  country,  with 
evil  conseqQcnces  that  might  have  been  avoided,  or  at  least 
very  much*mitigated,  had  exchanges  been  left  to  correct 
themselves,  as  they  have  a  natural  tendency  to  do.  It  is 
a  circumstance  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the 
committee — and  I  advert  to  it  to  show  that  nothing  can  be 
more  unjust  than  the  charge  of  profligate  spet;ulation  made 
against  the  great  body  of  our  merchants,  (however  individ- 
uals may  deserve  censure,) — that,  Irom  1831  until  late  in 
the  autumn  of  1836,  exchange  with  Europe  never' fell  be- 
low, and  w^s  often  much  above  par,  although  the  apparent 
balance  of  trade  was,  during  that  period,  steadily  and  great- 
ly against  us.  Sir,  this  singular  phenomenon  is  nowsatts- 
facturily  explained.  We  know  that  it  was  owing  to  im- 
mense investments  of  British  capital  (much  of  it,  no  doubt, 
sent  over  in  the  shape  of  goods,)  in  the  United  States, 
quite  independent  of  the  tmlinary  commercial  balance. 
For  example,  a  run  was  made  upon  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  May,  1832,  during  the  agitation  that  accompanied  the 


*  The  CaoMi  and  ConsiHiuencM  of  the  rreaiure  upon  the  Money 
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Palmer,  Esq.    London,  1837. 


^K^  With  a  statement  of  the  action  of  ihe  Bank  o^  EngUn4,  from 
S^.  J* ''L*^**'^®'''  .'833,  iojhe  27ih  of  December,  1836,  by  J.  Horsley 


*•  The  fall  in  prlcf^s  of  almost  all  the  leadinc  articles  of  raw  produce, 
(•ugal^  coffefr  tea,  silk,  coiion,  &c.)  from  the  Ist  of  July  last,  when  the 
rate  of  Interest  nrat  first  advanced,  has  not  lx*n  less  than  from  M  to 
30  per  cent."— p.  23. 


passing  of  the  Reform  Bill,  to  the  amount  <$f  JC2,000,000, 
which  never  returned  to  the  bank,  and  was  suppose  to 
have  been  hoorded,  but  which  I  believe  came  hither.  This 
circumstance  was,  at  the  time,  attributed  to  a  political  trick, 
to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  great  meas- 
ure then  before  Parliament.  I  hftve  reason,  however,  to 
know,  that  the  panic  w^s  by  no  means  feigned ;  that  ap- 
prehensions of  revolution  were  seriously  entertained  by 
many  of  the  higher  classes  in  England ;  and,  as  the  pay- 
ment of  our  national  debt,  and  our  immense  prosperity, 
had  called  the  attention  of  European  capltalisu  to  this  conn- 
try,  large  amounts  tvere  sent  hither,  not  only  in  quest  of 
higher  interest,  but  as  a  safer  investment  than  could  be  made 
at  home ;  for  in  the  present  slate  of  the  worid,  capital  will 
go  abroad,  in  spite  of  all  the  contrivances  of  Government, 
recommended,  I  regret  to  say,  by  Mr.  Pahner,  to  prevent 
it  seeking  more  profitable  employment  there.  We  know 
all  this  now,  and  we  see  what  this  vast  inflnx  of  Brittah 
gold  and  British  credit  had  to  do  with  prices  and  specula- 
tion here ;  but  who  saw  it  then  ?  How  was  the*  merchant 
to  know  what  wus  at  hand  1  That  the  ground  opon  which 
be  stood,  or  thought  he  was  standing,  covered  an  abyas  that 
was  so  soon  to  open  aud  swallow  him  up ;  that  the  acene 
of  most  flattering  prosperity  which  had  for  ^^9  ymn 
excited  and  entranced  his  senses,  was  to  vanish  like  a 
ilream,  at  the  touch  of  a  foreign  Power  ? 

A  great  many  circumstances  conspired  to  keep  up  the 
delusion,  and  even  same  which  one  might  have  choo'^ht 
would  produce  the  very  opposite  effect.    Thus  the  removal 
of  the  deposiles,  and  the  panic  and  contracttoa  in  1834, 
consequent  upon  that  measure,  led  to  further  importationa 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  accordingly  it  appears  that  there 
was  an  accession  of  neariy  twelve  millions  of  specie  in  that 
single  year.    A  metallic  basis  was  thua  formed  for  the  in- 
ordinate number  of  banks  chartered  by  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, to  supply  the  place  of  the  United  States  Bank ;  and 
still  greater  aliment  was  added  to  the  spirit  of  apecuiatlon, 
already  exeited  by  the  high  prices  of  produce  in  Cugland, 
and  the  unprecedented  demands  for  the  public  lands  in  the 
West,  by  emigration  from  abroad.     The  idea  that  an  ex- 
cessive circulation  was  the  sole  caosd  of  all  the  mischief—- 
an  idea  encouraged  both  by  the  Mende  of  a  national  liank 
and  by  the  enemies  of  all  banks — appears  to  me  entirely 
fallacioua.     It  is  in  vain  to  state,  as  is  ao  continually  done 
in  such  discussions,  the  amount  of  currency  at  one  period, 
and  to  compare  it  with  that  amount  at  another,  without 
any  reference  to  the  amount  or  the  prices  of  the  commodi- 
ties it  has  to  circulate.    No  sound  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  naked  fact  of  such  a  di^rence.     For  ioaiance, 
had  the  price  of  produce  not  fallen  in  the  English  dHurket — 
had  the  cotton  crop  been  worth  80  or  $90,OU0,000;  instead 
of  being  fallen  to  half  the  former  sum,  it  is  manifest  that 
it  would  have  required,  ctttris  paribus,  twice  the  Mnount 
of  circulation  to  c^cct  the  usual  exchanges  in  it     Not 
only  so :  but',  in  periods  of  great  excitement,  it  is  not 
merely  the  products  of  our  industry  that  we  sell ;  It  is  not 
simply  the  annual  income  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the 
country  that  is  exchanged,  but  the  very  soil  itself;  the 
whole  country,  with  all  that  it  contains,  U  in  the  market. 
This,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  carried,  is  a  peculiaiity 
of  our  people.     Sir,  I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  very  pre- 
possessing or  honorable  trait  in  our  character ;  I  mention 
it  simply  as  a  fact.     We  have  no  local  attacbraentit,  fpen  - 
erally  speaking ;  nothing  bears  the  prttium  affeeUom^  in 
our  eyes.     If  an  estate,  a  residence  in  town,'  a  country 
scat,  rises  a  tittle  beyond  what  we  are  accustomied  to  think 
its  value,  it  is  sold  without  any  hesitation.     Accordingly, 
th>re  is  iu  such  times  a  capacity  for  absorbing  an  expanded 
currency  in  this  country,  greater  perhaps,  in  propoition, 
than  was  ever  known  in  any  other  country,    f  am  of  opin- 
ion, therefore,  that  prices  in  the  Umted  Statea  were,    ixi 
general,  tiot  relatively  much  higher  than  elsewhete,  during 
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th«  1«^  Iwe.yflUB,  ««o«p(  in  «a(Mi  vlwr«»  on  tli»  mual  r»- 
teUon  of  deimuid  tad  mpply,  it  was  ewy  to  account  for 
their  beiag  w.  By  tkr  the  greataat  amount  of  apeoulation, 
Uks  bo 'donbt  was  carried  on  in  private  paper.  But  of 
connnp  as  soon  aa  a  ikU  took  pUc«  iii  that  great  leading 
ilaple  cooiuMidity  in  which  we  pay  our  foieign  jdebta,  and 
of  whieh  the  value  afiects  that  of  ahnort  eveiy  thpg  ^^  in 
the  country,  and  Ibatg  too,  to  so  iearful  an  amount  as  SO 
or  $40^000,000,  ihocucrenc^  becamn  (before  the  lato  ton- 
traction)  ai  onee  radundnnt.  It  was  precisely  as  if  prop- 
erty tn  the  value  of  a  or  $400,000,000  liad  been  swallowed 
op  in  the  aaay  for  it  dSstroyed  the  income  of  property  to 
that  amonni. 

Fran  this  view  of  the  causes  that  led  to  the  present  dis- 
Ircai,  1  do  not  see  what  inforsnee  can  be  drawn  Irom  it 
nnravoinble  to  the  connexion  that  haa  always  subsided 
between  theflovemnient  and  banks.  It  is  one  of  those 
Mtraeidiaary  revulsions  to  which  the  adventurous  spirit  of 
eommepce  will  always  be  exposed^  organise  jrour  currency 
as  yon  will^  and  take  what  pains  you  please  to  diminish 
the  aonreee  of  exciten)0nt.  In  this  country  especiaDyD 
holding  onl  eo  fsany  temptations  to  foreign  capital,  so 
many  hopes  to  enterprise,  such  daiasling  prises  to  fortunato 
specnlaunn,  with  a  people  distinguished  above  all  others  by 
their  ioteUigenee^  sagacitjr,  activi^,  and  boldness  in  affairs, 
aocb  periods  of  eiisis  and  convulsion  are  inevitable,  and 
DO  mischiefr  which  they  can  possibly  do  would  be  hidf  so 
bad  as  the  only  preventive  that  would  insure  us  against 
Iheir  oecurrence-«-the  entire  extinction  of  the  spirit  that 
kadstothem. 

Sir,  to  the  geneml  declamation  against  banking,  we  have 
to  oppose  the  experience  of  the  moet  prosperous  nations  in 
the  vroikl.  There  is  a  country,  for  instance,  whose  whole 
cnrrency  is  of  paper,  where  one  seldom  meets  with  s  piece 
ef  gold,  and  whoae  bft'nking  companies,  whether  with  or 
without  charter,  subjected  to  no  restraints  or  control  but 
such  as  spring  out  of  the  vigilance  of  a  free  and  eager  com- 
petition,  bave^  for  upwards  of  a  century  together,  con- 
ducted their  affiur*  with  so  much  skill,  integrity,  and*  pru- 
dence^ as  not  only  never  to  have  occasioned  any  loss  either 
to  thfi  pobiic  or  the  parties  interested,  Jiut,  on  the  contrary, 
by  the  conieBsion  of  all  competent  judges,  to  have  confierred 
the  greatest  blessings  upon  both  $  to  have  contributed  more 
than  any  single  cause,  perhaps  than  ail  other  causes  put 
together,  to  bring  out  and  develop  completely  all  the  re* 
soureea  of  the  land,  to  foster  industry,  to  animate  enter- 
prise, and,  1^  an  abumlant  supply  of  the  means  of  ex- 
change^  to  turn  its  capital  and  lalior  to  the  greatest  possible 
aoconnt ;  where,  in  addition  to  these  ecenpmical  advanta-  . 
gas,  they  have  contrived  to  exercise  a  high  moral  control, 
n  sort  of  censorial  authority,  over  the  community,  and  es* 
pcdally  the  hiAntder  ciassee  of  it,  by  bestowing  rewards  in 
the  shape  of  credit  upon  industry  and  economy,  and  lend- 
ing npon  good  peraonal  character,  as  if  it  were  aolid  capi- 
tal, and,  throng  a  system  of  cash  accounts  and  interest 
upon  soAall  depositee,  have  given  to  the  deoarving  laborer 
the  eocahined  advantages  of  a  savinga  bank  and  a  friendly 
cnditieer;  a  country  which  has  made  greater  progress,  with- 
in the  period  mentioned,  than  eny  other  in  Europe;  with 
an  agriculture  second  (if  second)  only  to  that  of  Flanders ; 
with  a  floari^hing  commerce;  with  manuiiMAuies  of  the 
ffreateai  extent;  and  the  moet  exquisite  refinement  t  whose 
citiee  have  almost  kept  pace  «ith  ours»  whose  whole  face, 
in  ite  gladness  and  beauty,  beara  testimony  to  the  spirit  of 
improvement  that  has  animated  her :  what  country  is  that  1 
Scotland,  sir.  6 very  body  has  hear«i,  or  ought  to  have 
beard,  of*  the  Seoteh  systmn  of  banking;,  and  I  ask  if  any 
thing  can  be  nHsre  irreconcihible  with  the  the(»riea  so  confi- 
dent]^ advanced  here,  than  facte  connaqted  with  ite  history  1 
I  know,  air,  what  may  be  said  in  reply  to  this  otherwise 
tiiuaipbant  eommple.  I  am  awara  that  the  ^Scotch  banks 
iMva,  in  tioisa  of  prepiuie,  been  eompeUed  to  lean  npon  the 


Bank  of  Bngland ;  that  objectiona  have  been  made  by  high 
authorities  to  the  principlee  on  which  they  have  been  con- 
ducted, and  that  other  persons,  admitting  their  unquestion- 
able usefulness  and  success,  have  ascribed  it  to  circumstan- 
ces which  render  the  system  an  unfit  model  for  imiution 
elsewhere.  Be  it  so.  But  still  it  is  banking;  banking  on 
the  Fnglish  plan,  with  a  very  inadequa^  Mpply,  scarcely 
any  supply  of  bullion ;  banking,  without  limitation  or  con- 
trol, without  any  reference  or  reaponsibility  to  Government ; 
bankihg,  in  a  word,  with  all  the  defecte  imputed  to  that 
^stem  in  their  most  exaggerated  fonns. 

But  if  this  example  be  not  satia&ctory,  let  ua  look  at 
the  experience  of  the  two  other  countries  in  which  the  sys- 
tem existe,  and  exists,  as  we  are  told,  in  its  most  viciotis 
stete— Englaqd  and  the  United  Stetes.  X«ook  at  the  re- 
suhs.  I  have  no  faith  at  all  in  speculative  poUtica.  A 
theorist  in  Government  is  as  dangerous  as  a  theorist  in 
medicine  or  in  agriculture,  and  for  precisely  the  same 
reason — the  subjects  are  too  complicated  and  ton  obscure 
for  simple  and  decisive  experimento.  I  go  for  undisputed 
resulu  m  the  long  run.  Now,  surely  a  philosophical  in*- 
qnirer  into  the  history  of  the  commerce  and  public  econo- 
my of  nations,  if  he  saw  a  people  pre-eminently  distin- 
guished in  those  particulars  above  all  others,  would  be  in- 
clined to  ascribe  their  superiority  to  what  was  peculiar  in 
their  institutions;  at  least  whatever  might  be  his  ideas  a 
priori  on  such  subjecte,  he  would  be  very  slow  to  deny  to 
any  remarkable  peculiarity  in  those  institutions  ite  full  im- 
portance as  one  of  the  pmbable  causes  of  the  success  which 
he  witnessed,  unless  he  could  clearly  show  the  contrary. 
Then,  sir,  by  what  example  are  we  to  be  guided  in  such 
^matters,  if  not  by  that  of  England — by  far  the  most  mag* 
nificent  manifestation  that  the  world  in  any  age  of  it  haa 
ever  beheld,  of  the  might  and  the  grandeur  of  civilized 
lifel  Sic,  I  have  weighed  every  a> liable  that  I  utter;  I 
express  a  deliberate  conviction,  founded  upon  a  patient  in- 
.quiry  and  a  compariaon,  as  complete  as  my  limited  knowl- 
edge has  enabled  me  to  make  it,  between  the  past  and 
present  condition  of  mankind,  and  between  the  great  na- 
tion o(  whiph  I  am  speaking,  and  those  which  surround 
her.  Sir,  there  is  a  gulf  between  them — that  narrow 
channel  separates  worlds— it  is  an  ocean  more  than  three 
thousand  miles  wide.  I  appeal  to  any  one  who  has  been 
abroad,  whether  going  from  England  to  any  part  of  ihe  con- 
tinent be  not  descending  immensely  in  the  scale  of  civili- 
xation  ?  I  know,  sir,  tbst  that  word  is  an  ambiguous  one. 
X  know  that  in  some  of  the  gracea  of  polished  society,  in 
some  of  the  arte  of  an  elegant  imagination,  that  in  the  ex- 
act sciences,  and  in  mere  learning  and  gener^  intellectual 
cultivation,  some  nations  have  excelled,  perhaps,  many 
eqaalled  England.  But  in  that  civilization  '  which,  as  1 
have,  said  before,  it  is  the  great  end  of  modern  political 
economy  to  promote,  and  which  la  immediately  connected 
with  th^  subject  before  you— which  at  once  springs  out  of 
and  leada  to  the  accumulation  of  capital,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  wealth  and  comfort  through  all  classes  of  a  com- 
munity, with  an  immenae  aggregate  of  national  power  and 
reaouroes— that  dvilizatioa  which  enablea  man  to  *<  wield 
these  elements,  and  arma  him  with  the  force  of  all  their 
regions,"  which  gives  him  dominion  over  all  other  crea- 
turea,  and  makea  him  emphatically  tlie  lord  of  the  uni- 
vers^«*>that  civilization  which  conaiate  not  in  music,  not 
in  playing  on  the  fiute,  as  the  Athenian  hero  said,  hut  in 
turning  a  email  city  into  a  great  one — in  that  victorious, 
trium^ent,  irresistible  civilization,  tfiere  is  nothing  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  mankind  that  does  not  sink  into 
the  shades  of  the  deepest  eclipse  by  the  side  of  England. 
I  say  nothing  of  her  recent  achievemente  on  the  Ittad  and 
the  sea  of  her  fleets,  her  armiesy  her  subaidited  allies. 
Look  at  the  Thames  crowded  with  shipping — ^visit  her 
arsenals,  her  docks,  her  canals,  her  railways,  her  factoriea, 
her  mine^  her  warehouses,  her  reads,  and  bridges— go 
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through  the  streets  of  ihtt  wonderful  oietropoUi,  the  bank, 
the  emporium,  and  the  exchange  of  the  whole  world — 
converse  with  those  merchants  who  conduct  and  control, 
as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  control,  the  commerce  of  all  na- 
tions, with  those  manufacturers  who  fill  every  market  with 
their  unrivalled  products — go  into  that  bank  which  is  the 
repository  of  the  precious  metals  for  alt  Europe— consider 
its  notes,  as  well  as  the  bills  of  private  bankers,  at  a  pre- 
mium everywhere,  more  valuable  than  specie,  symbols  not 
merely  of  gold,  but  of  what  is  far  more  precious  than  gold,- 
yea,  than  fine  gold,  of  perfect  good  faith,  of  unblemished 
integrity,  of  sagacious  enterprise,  of  steadfast,  persevering 
industry,  of  boundless  wealth,  of  business  co-extensive 
with  the  earth,  and  of  all  these  things  possessed,  exercised, 
enjoyed,  protected  under  a  system  of  liberty  chastened  by 
tbe  law  which  maintains  it,  and  of  law  softened  and  miti- 
gated by  the  spirit  of  libeny  which  it  breathes  throughout. 
Sir,  I  knew,  as  well  as  any  one,  what  compensationa  there 
are  for  all  this  opulence  and  power,  for  it  ia  the  condition 
of  our  being  that  we  "buy  our  blessings  at  a  price."  I 
know  that  there  are  disturbing  causes  which  have  hithei to 
marred,  in  some  degree,  the  effect  of  this  high  and  mighty 
civilization ;  but  the  hand  of  reform  has  been  already  ap- 
plied to  them,  and  every  thing  promises  the  most  auspi- 
cious results*  I  have  it  on  the  most  unquestionable  author- 
ity, because,  from  an  unwilling  witness,  that  within  the 
memory  of  man,  never  were  the  laboring  classes  of  Eng- 
land so  universally  employed,  and  so  comfortably  situated, 
as  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.* 

But  I  said  that  there  was  another  nation  that  had  some 
experience  in  banking  and  its  efifrcis.  Sir,  I  dare  not 
trust  myself  to  speak  c2  my  country  with  the  rapture  which 
I  habitually  feel  when  I  contemplate  her  marvellous  his- 
tory. But  this  I  will  say,  that  on  my  return  to  it,  after 
^  an  absence  of  only  four  years,  I  was  filled  with  wonder  at 
'  all  I  saw  and  all  I  heard.  What  upon  earth  is  to  be  com- 
pared with  it!  I  found  New  York  grown  up  to  almost 
double  Its  former  size,  with  the  air  of  a  great  capital,  in- 
stead of  a  mere  fiourishing  commercial  town,  as  I  had 
known  it.  I  listened  to  accounts  of  voyages  of  a  thousand 
miles  in  magnificent  steamboats  on  the  waters  of  those 
great  lakes  which,  but  the  other  day,  I  left  sleeping  in  the 
primeval  ailcnce  of  nature,  in  the  recesses  of  a  vast  wilder- 
ness ;  and  I  felt  that  there  is  a  grandeur  and  a  majesty  in 
this  irresistible  onward  march  of  a  race  created,  as  I  be- 
lieve, and  elected  to  possess  and  people  a  continent,  which 
belong  to  few  other  objects,  either  of  the  moral  or  material 
world.  We  may  become  so  much  accustomed  to  such 
things  that^hey  shall  make  as  little  impression  upon  our 
minds  as  tbe  glories  of  the  heavens  above  us ;  but  looking 
on  them  lately  as  with  the  eye  of  the  stranger,  I  felt  what 
a  recent  English  traveller  is  said  to  have  remarked,  that, 
far  from  being  without  poetry,  as  some  have  vainly  alleged, 
our  whole  country  is  one  great  poem.  Sir,  it  js  so ;  and 
if  there  be  a  man  that  can  think  of  what  is  doing  in  all 
parts  of  this  most  blessed  of  all  lands,  to  embellish  and  ad- 
vance it;  who  can  contemplate  that  living  mass  of  intelli- 
gence, activity,  and  improvement,  as  it  rolls  on  in  its  sore 
and  steady  progress  to  tbe  uttermost  extremities  of  the 
West ;  who  can  see  scenes  of  savage  desolation  transform- 
ed, almost  with  the  suddenness  of  enchantment,  into  those 
of  fruitfulness  and  beiiuty,  crowned  with  flourishing  cities, 
filled  with  the  noblest  of  all  populations ;  if  there  be  a 
man,  I  say,  that  can  witness  all  this  passing  under  bis 
very  eyes,  without  feeling  his  heart  beat  high,  and  his 
imagination  warmed  and  transported  by  itj  be  sore,  sir, 
that  the  raptures  of  song  exist  not  for  him ;  he  would 
listen  tn  vain  to  Tasso  or  Camofps,  telling  k  tale  of  the 
wars  of  knighu  and  crasftders,  or  of  the  discbvery  and 
conquest  of  another  hemispheiv. 
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Sir,  thinking  aa  I  do  of  these  things^not  doohliiig,  for 
A  moment,  the  infinite superionty  of  our  race  in  every  thinf^ 
that  relates  to  a  refined  and  weH  ordered  pubtte  economy, 
and  in  all  the  means  and  instruments  of  a  high  social  im^ 
provement,  it  strikes  me  as  of  aH  paradoxes  tiie  moat  sin- 
gular, to  hear  foreign  eicamples  seriously  propoeed  for  our 
imitation  in  .the  very  matters  wherein  that  superiority  has 
ever  appealed  to  me  to  be  most  unquestionable.  The  re- 
fleetjon  has  occurred  to  me  a  thousand  (itoes.  In  travelling 
over  the^^  continent  of  Europe,  as  I  passed  through  filthy, 
ill-paved  villages,  through  towns  in  which  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  an.  improvement  having  l»een  made  since  the 
Reformation,  as  I  have  looked  at  the  wretched  hovel  of  the 
poor  peasant  or  artisan,  or  seen  him  at  his  labor  with  bis 
clumsy  implements  and  coarse  gear— what «  ehange  would 
take  place  in  the  whole  aspect  of  the  country,  if  it  were  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  Americans  for  a  single  generation ! 

But  is  it  paper  money  and  the  credit  aystem'  alone  that 
have  achieved  all  theae  wondaral  1  do  not  say  so,  sir; 
but  can  you  say,  can  any  one  presume  to  say,  that  thej 
have  not  done  much  of  all  this  1  J  know  that  the  cardinal 
spring  and  source  of  our  success  is  freedom-— freedom  with 
tike  peculiar  character  that  belongs  to  it  in  our  race-— free- 
dom of  thought,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  action,  free- 
dom of  commerce,  freedom,  not  merely  from  the  oppres- 
sions, but  from  those  undue  restraints,  and  that  impertinent 
interference  of  Government  in  thejnterests  properly  belong- 
ing to  individuals,  which  stand  in  the  way  of  all  improve- 
ment in  the  nations  of  continental  Europe.  It  ia  fbis  vital 
principle,  the  animating  element  of  social  equality,  temper- 
ed and  sobered  by  a  profound  respect  for  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  and  tar  the  rights  of  others,  aud  acting  upon.that  other 
prominent  characteristic  of  the  Anglo-Norman  race,  tbe 
strong  instinct  of  property  ^  with  the  personal  independence 
and  personal  cemfuri  that  bolonga  to  it,  that  explaina  oar 
unrivalled  and  astonishing  progress.  But  of  this  rational, 
diffusive  liberty  among  a  people  so  intelligent  as  ours,  the 
credit  system  is  the  natural  fruit,  tbe  inseparable  compan- 
ion, ibe  necessary  means  and  inatrument.  It  is  a  part  and 
parcel  of  our  existence.  Who  ever  heard  of  crtdit  in  a 
despotism  or  anarchy  1  It  impiiea  cof^/Scfefic^— confidence 
in  yourself,  confidence  in  your  neighbor,  confidence  in 
7 our  Government,  confidence  in  the  sdministraiion  of  the 
laws,  confidence  in  the  sagacity,  the  inlegiity,  the  discre- 
tion of  those  with  whom  you  have  to  deal ;  confidence,  in 
a  word,  in  your  destiny  and  your  fortune,  in  th^destiniee 
and  the  fortune  of  the  country  to  which  yuli  belong;  as,  for 
instance,  in  the  case  of  a  great  national  debt  It  is  tbe 
fruit,  I  say,  of  all  that  is  most  precious  In  civilized  life,  and 
to  quarrel  with  it  is  to  be  ungrateful  to  God  for  some  of  tbe 
greatest  blessings  he  has  vouchsafed  to  man.  Compare 
Asia  with  Europe;  hoarding  baa  been  the  urage  of  tbe  for- 
mer from  time  immemorial,  because  it  is  slavish,  oppressed, 
and  barborous;  and  it  is  curious  to  see  iM  edectof  English 
lawa  in  breaking  up  (aa  they  are  doing)  that  ay  stem  in 
HiiidosUn.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  all  such  ideas  are  utterly 
alien  to  our  way  of  thinking—'to  all  the  habitudes  of  our 
people,  and  all  the  interests  of  the  country.  My  friends 
from  beyond  the  mouhtuns  are  familiar  with  the  great  prin- 
ciple, the  magicsl  effect  of  credit  in  a  young  and  progressive 
c«iuntry.  They  know  whnt  miraclei^  are  wrought  by  a  small 
advance  of  money  to  enable  enterprise  and  indoktry  to  bring 
into  cultivation  a  virgin  soil.  They  know  how  soon  the 
treasures  of  iu  unworn  fertility  enable  them  to  pay  off  a 
loan  o(  that  sort  with  usurious  interest,  and  make  them 
proprietors  of  estatea  rising  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  every 
moment.  -  Compare  the  great  Western  country  new  with 
what  it  was  twenty  yeara  ago — aell  it  wb  hasta — and  com. 
pute,  if  the  power^of  arithmetic  will  enable  you  to  do'^so, 
the  augmenUtion  of  its  riches.  Sir,  this  is  une  of  the  phe^ 
nomens  of  our  situation  to  which  attention  has  hardly  ever 
been  caUed-^the  ffltDoer  iu  which  tke4neie  iaeieaee  of  pop* 
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Illation  acts  upon  th«  valae  of  piropetty.  To  bevtrack  with 
the  prodigious  retuHa  prodoced  in  thia  nmple  way,  yoa  have 
only  to  eompare  ihe  eettmated  taxable  property  in  Penn- 
•yiTania  and  New  York,  when  it  was  returned  for  direct 
-taxation  in  1799,  with  the  returns  of  the  sama  property  for 
the  same  purpose  in  181*%  after  an  intenral  of  only  four- 
teen years*— *>yoa  will  see  how  it  is  that  enr  people  hare 
been  enriched  by  debt,  and,  '*by  owing,  owe  not  ~^how, 
with  a  balance  of  payments  almnst  contiriaalty  against  (hem 
from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  they  have  grown 
in  riches  beyond  ail  precedent  or  parallel.  You  will  appre- 
ciate all  the  blessings  of  the  credit  system,  and  imagine, 
perhaps,  how  this  wonderful  progtess  could  have  been  im- 
peded and  embarrassed  by  the  difiicnities  of  a  metallic  oir- 
eahition.-'|- 

Bot  ^e  JlHetiMtH67U  of  the  cnrreney — ^the  ruinous  trreg« 
tflarities  of  bank  paper !  Why,  sir,  I  have  alrea^ly  shown 
they  belong  to  commerce  itself;  not  to  the  means  which  it 
employs,  and  that  there  is  no  remedy  for  them.  But,  after 
all,  what  is  the  an m  of  the  evil  ?  Look  again  at  general 
results.  TeH  me  not  that  reactions  produce  fewer  disasters, 
or  less  extensive  derangements  of  money  and  circulation, 
in  countries  whose  business  is  principally  metallic,  ft 
m^  be  so ;  but  what  does  thst  prove  ?  If  you  never  soar, 
you  will  bcin  ne  danger  of  fsUing,  certainly ;  but  then, 
Serpit  huml  tutus  nhnfhim  ttmidut  (|Qe  procells. 
A  gO'Cart  may  he  a  very  safe  contrivance  for  the  totter- 
ing footsteps  Of  infsncy ;  but  is  it  thus  tbat  manly  vigor  is 
to  be  trained  for  the  dust  and  heat  of  the  Olympic  race? 
Sir,  it  is  the  condition  of  all  that  is  grand  and  awakening 
in  nature,  to  be  somewhat  wfld  and  irregular.  In  the  moral 
worid,  especially,  peril  and  difliculty  are  the  price  which 
Providence  exacts  of  us  for  alt  great  excellence  and  all  em- 
inent raccess.  It  is  in  struggling  with  them  that  the  heroic 
virtues  which  elevate  and  purify  humanity  are  called  forth 
and  discipfined ;  and  it  is  preciKly  becauso  our  people  have 
been  trained  in  that  stem  school  that  they  hhve  effected 
more,  and  are  now  able  to  effect  more,  with  equal  ihean^, 
Chan  any  other  iri  the  world.  Sir,  it  is  not  our  currency 
•  only  that  is  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  irregularity. 
What  U  democracy;  popular  government  itself  1  How 
often  has  it  fallen  to  my  lot  to  defend  it  by  the  very  con- 
aideratfona  which  I  now  urge  on  a  kindred  topic,  when 
foreigners  have  spoken  to  me  of  the  di^^ordnrs  that  have  oc- 
casionally chedLcrcd  our  histiiry.  *  When  they  exaggerated 
the  importance  of  such  events,  f  have  reminded  them  that 
sll  human  institutions  must  have  their  imperfections ;  and 
that  it  ia  by  their  general  effects  in  a  long  course  of  expe- 
rience, not  by  occasional  accidents,  however  striking  and 
important,  that  they  are  to  be  judged.  That  the  absence 
of  restraint  which  leads  to  occasional  licentiousness,  fosters 
that  bold,  robust,  energetic,  and  atlventurous  spirit,  and 
that  habit  of  haughty  self-reliance  ahd  independent  judg- 
ment, which  ar^  the  very  aoul  of  republican  government; 
which  have  rendered  that  form  of  Government,  wherever  it 
has  existed,  so  illuntrious  fiir  hemic  achievements,  and  has 
made  every  era  of  liberty  in  the  hii^tory  of  mankind,  even 
in  its  most  imperfect  form,  an  era  of  flourishing  prosperity 
and  progress.  Sir,  such  a  |ieop1e,  as  had  been  said  of 
beings  of  a  higher  order,  *•  live  throughout,  vital  in  every 
part;" 

<*  All  head  thev  live,  all  heart,  all  eye,  all  ear, 
AUioieUtei,  all  sense." 
Thau  the  great  secret,  of  our  superiority,  andof  that  of 
•very,  free  people;  n<it  the  forms  of  a  constitution,  not  the 
ootliiMa  of  a  system,  not  mere  organisation,  but  th«.  prin- 
ciple of  life^  the  all-pervading  animation  and  viulity  that 
inffirnM  the  whole  body  poliiic,  and  gives  it  the  warmth,  and 
strength,  and  aetivity,  the  winning  graces  and  ezpreasive 
eonatenance  of  a  roan,  instead  of  the  cold  and  repulsive 
•tilinaaa  of  a  painted  corpse.     Jury  trial  is  another  of  these 
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irregularities — ^liable,  undoubtedly,  to  much  criticism  in  de- 
tail, and  acarcely  susceptible,  as  a  juridical  institution,  of  a 
strict  defence  in  theory — ^yet  what  should  we  think  of  a  re- 
fbrmer  that  should  propose  to  us  the  abolition  of  a  system 
so  full  of  practical  good,  because  it  was  unknown  until  re- 
cently any  where  but  in  England,  and  often  leads,  as  it 
certainly  has  oflen  led,  to  great  abuse  and  injustice  1 

But,  then,  it  seems,  our  banking  system  is  an  innovation, 
introduced  only  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  and  deviates  from 
the  primitive  model  of  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam — the  honezt 
system,  as  it  is  railed — and  that,  instead  of  lending  money, 
it  lends  merely  credit. 

As  to  the  idea  of  its  being  an  innovation,  T  would  just 
remark,  that  it  had  its  origin  at  that  great  epoch  of  human 
improvement,  as  I  must  still  be  allowed  to  call  it,  when 
mankind  ceased  to  cut  each  other's  throats  for  differences 
in  religion,  and  began  to  make  war  for  colonies  and  com- 
merce— an  era  peHectly  familiar,  as  such,  to  every  one  that 
has  studied  history  philosophically.  But  there  is  some- 
thing more  in  the  historical  reminiscence  than  the  mere 
(act  just  referred  to.  If  the  comparative  effects  of  Dutch 
and  English  banking  are  to  be  Judged  by  the  event,  what 
an  instructive  lesson  is  to  be  drawn  from  a  parallel  between 
those  tWo  Powers,  at  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  and 
.their  relation  towards  each  other  now  J  Where  is  Van 
Tromp  1  Where  is  de  Rnyter !  What  is  become  of  the 
mighty  fleets  which  disputed  the  dominion  of  the  seas  with 
England  and  Prance?  Poor  Holland!  her  defenceless 
ports,  blockaded  by  British  squadrons — her  court  brow- 
beaten by  British  diplomacy — shorn  of  all  her  strength  snd 
glory,  she  seems  almost  sinking  again  into  the  waters  out 
of  which  she  merged.  So  much  ior  the  innovation.  But 
what  is  the  olijection  to  the  system  ?  Let  us  understand 
each  other.  I  will  put  a  case.  Ilie  quantity  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  required  in  any  transaction,  or  any  number  of 
transactions,  between  twocmmtries,  (or  two  individuals,  for 
it  comes  to  the  same  thing,)  depends  not  only  upon  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  between  them,  but  also  in  the  confidence 
they  have  in  each  other.  Thus,  Hamburg  imports  com  for 
England,  in  a  season  of  dearth,  frtim  Prussia.  If  trade  be 
prosperous  and  the  world  a*  peace,  she  will  probably  pay  for 
this  corn  by  a  bill  at  six  months,  with  interest,  and  when  the 
time  comes  for  meeting  her.  engagement,  she  will  do  so  by 
sending  to  Dantzic  a  cargo  of  colonial  produce. — {Thom^ 
ion.)  Btit  should  the  times  be  such  (from  war,  commotions, 
&c«)  as  to  make  commerce  uncertain,  or  to  impair  credit, 
^the  purchase  can  be  made  only  .for  ca>h,  and  paid  for  in  gold 
and  silver.  Now,  sir,  commerce  being  a  mere  exchange 
of  commodities,  every  body  must  see,  at  a  glance,  that  it 
is  very  much  more  promoted  by  a  state  of  peace  and  order, 
than  by  one  of  war  and  commotion;  by  a  state  of  confi- 
dence, than  by  one  of  distrust;  by  a  state  of  things  that 
admits  of  payments  in  bills,  than  by  one  that  requires  pay- 
ments in  cash.  In  a  simple  operation,  tike  the  one  descri- 
bed, this  is  quite  manifest,  and  yet  the  whole  theory  of 
money  and  of  banking,  is  contained  in  that  simple  opera- 
tion. 

Sir,  it  explains  at  once  why  it  is  that  in  countries  very 
far  advanced  in  commerce  and  civilization,  the  precious 
metals,  for  all  purposes  of  currency,  are  superseded  by  com- 
mercial pafier,  as  is  particularly  the  case  in  England,  whose 
paper  circulation  of  all  sorts,  is  something  like  two  hundred 
millions,  resting  upon  a  basis  of  only  thirty  millions  of 
specie.  *  Motiey  is  nothing  more  than  what  is  called  by 
the  brokers  ••  a  bought  and  sold  note ;"  it  is  a  token,  which 
shows  that  its  hoMer  has  parted  with  commodities  to  that 
amount,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  receive  their  equivalent 
in  other  commodities,  whenever  it  shall  be  his  pleasure  to 
do  so.  Why  should  that  tokrn  be  of  gold  !  Why  should 
a  mere  title  or  evidence  of  debt,  be  itself  of  a  material  ai 
•■— .^  • 
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costly  as  tho  thing  of  which  it  is  the  symbol  and  the  evi- 
dence ? 

It  is  clear  that  were  there  any  means  of  insuring  society 
against  excessive  issues  of  paper,  besides  its  convertibility 
into  gold  and  silver — were  not  thAt  the  only  practical  test 
hitherto  discovered,  by  which  prices  in  difierent  countries 
can  be  compared — all  commercial  nations  would  dispense 
with  the  precious  metals  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  But, 
as  yet,  there  are  no  such  means,  and  the  currency,  theo- 
retically the  most  perfect,  is  for  the  present  impracticable. 
The  nearest  approximation  to  it  has  certainly  been  made 
occasionally  in  the  United  States,,  where  the  specie  basis 
has  just  answered  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  (hat  our  cur- 
rency was  on  a  level  with  that  of  other  nations. 

But  there  is  another  step  in  the  commercial  operation 
just  mentioned.  The  holder  of  the  bill  of  exchange,  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  coin,  stamls  in  need  of  some  other 
commodity,  which  his  own  credit  does  not  enable  him  to 
procure.  He  applies  to  a  broker,  or  any  other  capitalist^ 
for  the  cash,  or,  what  will  answer  just  as  well,  his  credit, 
in  the  shspe  of  a  note  payable  on  demand,  or  at  a  short 
date,  for  which  the  origmai  bill,  at  six  months^  is  given  in 
exchange,  with  a  reasonable  discount.  This  last  upeiiation 
is  what  is  considered  as  the  great  abomination  of  banking. 
The  bank  receives  a  discount  on  giving  its  own  bill,  ptiya- 
ble  on  demand,  or  one  at  a  short  date,  (for  which,  Uiere- 
fore,  it  is  compelled  to  reserve  or  prepare  a  fund,}  for  a  bill 
payable  at  six  months,  of  which,  of  course^  payment  can- 
not be  demanded  until  the  expiration  of  thait  term.  And 
BOW  I  ask,  where  is  the  difierence  between  the  first  opera- 
tion, which  every  body  roust  perceive  is  eminently  condu- 
cive to  the  extension  of  commerce,  and  the  last?  What 
objection  can  be  nrtade  to  it  that  does  not  lie  equally  against 
the  drawing  and  discounting  of  bills  of  exchange,  an  im- 
provement of  which  Europe  has  been  boasting  for  at  least 
six  hundred  years,  and  of  which  the  advantages  have  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  been  questioned  before  1  Why  is  not  a 
credit  founded  on  property  as  good  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other  ?  And  why  should  gold  and  silver  be  used  in  either, 
when  they  are  not  wanted  ? 

The  banking  system,  sir.  Is  only  one  form  of  that  divis- 
ion of  labor  which  takes  place  in  all  opulent  countries.  It 
leads  to  a  great  economy  both  of  time  and  money ;  of  the 
former,  because  the  business  of  a  whole  community,, in 
receiving  and  paying  away,  can  be  transacted  by  the  clerks 
of  a  single  institution  as  well  as  by  one  hundred,  or  one 
thousanii  times  the  number,  in  the  separate  employment  of 
individual  merchants ;  of  the  laUer,  because,  instead  of 
each  individual  in  a  community  reserving  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  silver  necessary  to  meet  our  current  demands,  a 
much  smaller  proportional  amount,  kept  by  a  banking- 
house,  has  been  found  to  answer  the  wants  of  the  whole 
society.  But  the  utility  of  that  system  is  not  confined  to 
the  advantages  just  mentioned.  It  appears  to  rae  very 
clear,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  credit  syatem,  canied  to 
the  extent  in  which  it  exi§ta  in  England  and  the  United 
States,  could  not  possibly  be  made  to  rest  upon  any  thing 
so  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  a  foreign  demands  and  by  other 
contingencies,  as  the  metallic  ba^is,  and  of  which  a  given 
qitantity  cannot,  therefore,  be  counted  on  at  any  given 
time.  What  is  commonly  called  the  currency  of  a  coun- 
try, that  is  to  say,  bank  paper  .and  the  precious  metals, 
leaily  constitute  a  very  small  portion  of  it;  but  it  may  be 
considered  aa  the  test  or  touchstone  of  all  the  rest;  and  if 
engagemenia  in  bills  of  exchange,  &c.,  bo  not  met  accord- 
ing to  their  tenor,  in  what  is  considered  as  rash^  it  is  difli- 
cult  to  calculate  the  effects  oi  the  alarm  that  may  ensue. 
But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  banks  appear 
to  me  quite  essential  to  our  commercial  system.  It  is  thiit, 
according  to  tbe  remark  of  an  excellent  writer,*  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  credit  of  a  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
*Thortan. 


commerce,,  has  become  a  aciaocey  and  to  the  bei^  to 
which  that  acienc€^  is  now  carried  in  Great  Britain,  (and 
in  this  country,)  that  country  is,  in  no  email  degree,  in- 
debted for  the  flourishing  state  of  its  internal  commerce, 
for  the' general  reputation  of  its  merchants  abroad,  and  far 
the  preference  which,  in  thia  reject,  they  enjoy  over  the 
traders  of  all  other  nations. 

Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  elementary  way  of  con- 
sidering the  subject,  by  the  course  which  the  argument  has 
taken  here  and  elsewhere,  and  because,  in  8o|em»ly  re* 
viewing,  as  we  are.  noip  compelled  to  Ao^  the  whole  mone- 
tary system  of  the  country^  it  is  of  the  very  last  import- 
ance that  the  subject,  in  all  its  aspects,  should  be  fairly 
presented  to  the  people.  I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  briefly 
to  consider  the  question,  how  far  it  ii  practicable  or  deaira- 
ble  to  sulistitute  a  metallic  currency  for  bank  paper,  or 
even  very  materially  to  widen  the  metallic  bane  of  oiur 
present  dfcuUtion. 

I  presume  it  will  hardly  be  disputed  that,  by  a  general 
return  to  the  precious  metals,  as  the  only  medium  of  ex- 
change for  the  whole  commercial  world,  the  operationa  of 
trtde  would  be  everywhere  embarrassed  and  impeded,  and 
the  value  of  money  enhanced;  or,  which  is  tbe  same  things 
the  prioes  of  commodities  reduced  in  an  incalcubbte  degree. 
How  far  a  aimiiar  eficct  baa  already  been  produced,  by  tbe 
diminution  of  the  supply  from  the'  Mexican  and  South 
American  mines,  within  the  last  twenty  yeare,  ie  one  of 
the  most  difficult  and  controverted  questions  of  the  day. 
This  is  not  a  fit  occasion  for  staling  th^  arguments  advan- 
ced by  the  advocates  of  difiEerent  views  of  that  sulgect,  bat 
I  will  mention  to  tbe  committee,  that  in  a  very  able  work, 
to  which  I  have  already   referred  as  having  been  recently 
sent  to  me,  the  author,  who  examines  this  point  with  per- 
fect candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  thousands  have^ 
within  the  period  alluded  to,  been  precipitated  into  embar- 
rassments from  that  cause  alone.*     If  it  be  true,  as  ie  al- 
leged by  Jacobs,  that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in  circula- 
tion in  18^,  was  less,  by  upwards  of  j£fiO,000,000«  than 
that  which  circulatel  in   1809;  and  if  any  thing  like  the 
supposed  diminution  of  the  actual  quantity  by  abrasion,  by 
loss,  by  consumption  in  manufactures  ukes  place,  (one  per 
cent.*  a  year, ^  it  l)ecomes  matter  of  serious  speculation^ 
what  meana  shall  be  adopted  to  obviate  so  great  an  incon- 
venience as  a  continually  decreasing  metallic  basis,   at  a 
period  when  commerce  afld  its  productive  powers  are  so 
immensely  on  tbe  increase.     Sir,  that  question  ia  infinite- 
ly more  interesting  in  a  highly  progressive  country   than 
in  any  other.    In  such  a  country,  the  currency  mubt  be 
re£[ularly  enlarged,  with  the  growth  of  its  population  and 
of  its  productive  power,  er  it  is  subjected  to  the  most  terri- 
ble of  all  evils,  failing  prices.     Every  body  that  nas  ever 
treated  of  such  subjects,  has  dwelt  upon  the  efiects  of  an 
increasing  currency,  as  wonderfully  favorable  to  iodosiry. 
No  more  suiking  example  of  this  truth  can  be  desired  than 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  ifiih  century,  after  the  importa- 
tion of  gold  and  Mlver  from  America  began  to  produce   a 
decided  effect  upon  the  distributiim  of  wealth,     tt  is    ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  have  been  the' period  of  the  greateat 
improvement  in  society   that  has  occurred  in  its  hiatory  ; 
and  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembered,  England  benefited 
most  by  tho  general  rise  of  prices,  because  'ao  large  a  por- 
tion of  her  farmers  held  leases  for  long  terms  of  yeara»   and 
paid  money  rents ;  the  increase  of  the  circulation  operating 
to  reduce  the  reel  valae  of  the  returiM  made,  to  tibe  land- 
lord in  favor  ^f  his  tenant.     The  great  bjenefit  of  a  fall  suid 
ee(>ecially  an  inemaaing  circulation  thna  consists  not  only 
in  quickening  and  facilttatiog  exchangee^   (itaelf  en    im- 
mense etimulue  to  irndustry,)  but  in  securing  te  the  ixadiia- 
trioQs  classes  rather  a  larger  proportion  of  the  income    oi 
■ociety  than  they  would  rtberwisa  enjoy.     Every  tHins 
whieh  tb^  boy  to  sell  egein  edvanoee  in  price  wbil«  it  i» 
*  Xpney  wd  its  T4c|f«Mcf  la  Taloe. 
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in  ibeir  iMnds,  mnd  this  nngaettioiiabla  trath  b  of  itself  a 
toUl  refutation  of  all  that  is  said  ebncerning  ihe  oppressive 
operation  of  bank  paper  upon  the  productive  classes,  by  the 
very  persons  who,  in  the  same  breath,  speak  of  ita  ezcass 
and  deprsciation. 

With  a  population,  then,  tncreasing  at  the  rate  of  fonr 
or  five  per  c^ot.  a  year,  end  with  an  accumulation  of  capital 
and  productive  power  proportionaMy  greater,  I  hold  it  to  be 
utt^y  absurd  to  talk  of  any  thing  jike  a  metallic  currrncy 
in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  possible  means  of  procur- 
ing it ;  and  if  by  any  means  it  could  be  procured,  I  venture 
to  affirm  that  our  people  would  get  rid  of  it  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  though  ail  the  penal  laws  of  Spain  against  the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  should  be  re-enacted  here — laws 
which  were  passed  with  no  other  effect,  even  in  that  coun- 
try, bat  to  show  the  utter  futility  of  such  legislatioo.  I 
say,  sir,  that,  with  their  present  habits  of  active  enterprise 
and  strict  economy,  the  American  people  would  export  tho 
predoas  metals  as  fiuit  as  they  were  imported,  beyond  any 
amount  of  them  which  might  be  absohitely  necessary  for  the 
domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  they  would  do  so, 
because  gold  and  silver  would  be  of  more  use  abroad  in 
pardiaaing  commodities,  and  would  be  wholly  superfluoos 
at  home,  where  paper  would  do  as  well.  If  you  put  down 
*■  the  banks,"  it  would  have  no  effect  but  to  set  op  some- 
thing worse  in  their  place,  in  the  shape  of  private  paper. 
There  are  some  things  over  which  the  most  despotic  law- 
givers are  unable  to  extfrdse  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
as  all  experience  shows,  is  this  commerce  in  bullion. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  only  advantage  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency over  the  precious  metals  consists  in  its  cheapness.  I  am, 
by  no  means,  as  you  may  gather  from  what  1  have  said,  ready 
to  admit  this ;  but,  supposing  it  to  be  true;  is  that  saving  real  • 
ly  an  naimprrtant  matter  T    Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  pamphlet  <4 
signal  ability,*  has,  as -I  canceive,  fallen  into  a  grave  error 
oiUhis  subiect,  wfa^h  it  is  so  much  the  more  important  td 
rectify,  as  i  percdve  thst  hs  has  misled  others  more  diS' 
posed  than  himself  to  turn  a  speculative  error  into  a  practi- 
cal mischieC    He  states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  die  • 
QSB  of  paper,  instesd  of  the  precious  metals,  in  the  United 
Stales  in  1890,  including,  under  the  name  of  circulation, 
private  depositee  in  the  banks,  as  they  ought  undoubtedly 
to  be,  at  about  five  miUipns  of  dollars  a  year.     It  ia  true 
that,  according  to  principles  admitted  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  the 
progreaa  of  the  country,  both  in  wealth  and  population,  in 
the  last  eeven  years,  would  require  a  very  considerable  ad^ 
dltion  to  be  made  to  this  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct  ap- 
plication of  it  to  our  actual  condition.     But,  sir,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  estimate  was  made  on  data  altogether  erro- 
neous.    In  the  first  place,  the  quantity  of  currency,  if  h 
were  metaHir,  necessary  to  the  circulation  of  this  countr^ 
was  prodigiously  underrated.    For  reasons  that  need  not  be 
stated  hen^  it  is  found  that  a  given  amount  of  metallic  cur- 
rency does  not  circulate  as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  of 
paper,  and,  therefore,  that  more  of  it  la,  ceteris  paribus,  re- 
quired to  do  the  same  business.     But,  without  going  into 
such  minute  inquiiy  here,  why  should  the  United  States, 
with  nxteen  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most 
active  trade,  troth  foreign  and  domestic,  in  the  world,  and 
with  extraordinary  productive  power  of  all  sorts,  not  need, 
at  the  very  least,  half  the  circulation  in  France,  with  only 
double  their  population,  and  not  half  their  induetry  ?     The 
stress  that  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  latter  circumstance  may 
be  iUostrated  by  comparing  Asia  with  Europe  in  this  par* 
ticular:  double  the  population  in  the  former,  possessing, 
iceording  to  the  most  accurate  researches,  only  one-fiflh 
the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  which,  in  addition  to  paper 
of  all  sorts,  is  required  in  the  latter.     Now,  the  circulation 
of  Prance  was,  before  the  first  Revolution,  set  down  by 
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Neekar  at  igSS;  000,000;*  and  Theirs,  in  bis  history  o 
that  event,  makes  a  similar  estimate,  f  Its  present  amoon^ 
ought,  in  reference  to  the  increase  of  ber  capital  and  popu- 
lation, to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars;  and  accordingly, 
as  was.  observed  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Thomp- 
aoir,]  it  is  stated  at  that  on  good  authority.^  Mr.  Roths- 
child, in  his  examination  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Gommona,  in  1832,  mentions  the  paper  circulation  of 
the  Bank  of  France  as  amounting  to  760,000,000  francs. 
According  to  this,  then,  we  should  require,  jm  the  footing 
of  population  alone,  at  least  900,000,000  dollan.  So  much 
for  the  amount ;  now  for  the  loss  upon  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  considere  it  only  as  so  muoh  interest  on 
dead  capital,  and  even  the  interest  he  pats  at  an  exceeding- 
ly low  rate.  But  I  apprehend  the  difference  to  the  coun- 
try between  having  a  vast  inert  mass  of  gold  and  silver  as 
currency,  and  turning  it  into  productive  capita],  must  be 
determined  not  in  relation  to  interest  merely,  but  to  the 
profit  of  stock  laid  out  in  active  industry,  wbich  is  nowhere 
in  this  country  less  than  ten  per  cent,  and  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  the  new  Stales  and  all  included,  nearer 
double  that  amount  on  an  average.  Yon  see,  then,  sir, 
what  an  enormous  loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the 
nation,  without  taking  into  account  its  wear  and  tear. 
Look  back  at  the  half  century  that  has  passed  away,  and 
say  what  that  loss  would  have  been,  on  principles  of  com- 
pound interest,  from  the  l>eginning  up  to  the  present  day* 
Why,  sir,  it  exceeds  all  powera  of  calculation,  nay,  of  im- 
agination. I>o  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  ao  impor* 
tant,  so  palpable  a  Uuth,  although  never  statsd  in  abstract 
terms,  or  aa  a  general  proposition,  has  not  occurred  to  the 
people  of  the  United  S^iss.  They  have  felt  it,  without 
perceiving  it ;  they  have  acted  upon  it,  without  reasoning 
about  it;  they  have  perfectly  well  comprehended  the  uses 
of  money,  without  studying  the  principles  of  currency ;  and 
they  have  preferred  paper  as  a  cireulating  medium  to  gold 
and  silver,  on  the  aimpleat  maxims  of  prudence  and  econ« 
omy.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  thia  condusioB  is  sm 
deeply  rooted  as  it  is  just.  You  will  never  be  able  to  shake 
it.  AU  your  policy  will  be  of  no  avail,  as  all  legislation 
wiH  be  forever  vain  which  comes  into  ooafiict  with  the 
genioa  of  a  people^  especially  in  matlen  so  deeply  and  vie. 
ibiy  affisoting  their  private  interest  The  barbwian  who. 
In  his  impotent  rage,  threw  fetten  into  theHeUeapont,  and 
scourged  its  foaming  billowa,  did  net  wage  a  more  insane 
war  against  the  nature  of  things. 

But  we  are  told  that  if  it  is  an  experiment  that  has  been 
proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be  alarmed  at  it,  because  we 
are  accostomed  to  experimenta,  and  successful  ones ;  that 
our  constitution  itself  is  a  mere  experiment.  Sir,  I  deny 
it  utteriy,  and  he  that  says  so  shows  me  that  be  has  either 
not  studied  at  all,  or  studied  to  very  little  purpose,  the 
history  and  geiuus  of  our  institutions.  The  great  cause  of 
their  prooperuus  results — a  cause  which  every  one  of  tho 
many  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate  them  on  this 
continent  or  in  Burope  only  demonstrates  the  more  clear- 
ly— is  precisely  the  contrary.  It  is  because  our  fatheia 
made  no  experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  haa  stood.  They  were  forced,  by  a  viola- 
tion of  their  historical  hereditary  rights  under  the  old  com- 
mon law  of  their  race,  to  dissolve  their  connexion  with  the 
mother  country.  Their  external,  thoir  federal  relations 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  respect,  and  in  that 
respect  only,  they  were  compelled  to  do  their  beat  in  the 
novel  situation  in  which  they  stood.  What  relates,  there-" 
fore,  merely  to  the  union  of  the  States  is  all  that  gives  the 
least  countenance  to  this  superficial  idea  of  an  <<  experi- 
ment" which  has  done  so  much  to  misguide  the  specula- 
tions of  some  visionary  minds  upon  these  important  mat- 
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ters.  Even  in  tliis  respect,  however,  ui 'attentive  study 
of  our  history  will  show  that  strong  federal  tendencies 
existed,  and  bad,  frequently,  on  former  occasions,  mani- 
fested themselves.*  But  the  whole  constitution  of  society 
in  the  States,  the  great  l)ody  and  bulk  of  their  pubUc  law, 
with  all  its  maxims  and  principles,  .all  that  is  republican, 
in  short,  in  onr  institutions,  remained  after  the  Revolution, 
and  remains  now,  with  some  veiy  subordinate  modifications, 
what  it  was  from  the  beginning.  Our  written  constitutions 
do  nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  plain  rules 
of  ancient  liberty,"  handed  down  with  Magna  Cbarta  from 
the  earliest  history  of  our  race.  It  is  not  a  piece  of  paper, 
air,  it  is  not  a  few  abstractiona  engrossed  on  parchment, 
that  make  free  Governments.  No,  sir,  the  law  of  liberty 
must  be  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the  citizen  ;  the  word,  if 
J  may  use  the  expression  without  irreverence,  must  become 
flesh ;  you  most  have  a  whole  people  trained,  disciplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  .born,  as  our  fathers  were,  to  institutions 
like  ours.  Before  the  colonies  existed,  the  petition  of  right, 
that  Magna  Charta  of  a  more  enlightened  age,  had  been 
presented  in  1628  by  Lord  Coke  and  his  immorUl  com* 
peers.  Our  founders  brought  it  with  them,  and  we  have 
not  gone  one  step  beyond  them.  They  brought  these 
maxima  of  civil  liberty,  not  in  their  librartea,  but  in  their 
souls ;  not  as  philosophical  prattle— not  as  barren  generali- 
tiea,  but  as  rules  of  conduct;  as  a  symbol  of  public  doty 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  with  roligioua  fidelity ; 
and  the  very  first  pilgrim  that  set  his  f<iot  upon  the  rook  of 
Plymouth,  stepped  forth  a  living  constitution !  armed  at  all 
points  to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  to  which  he 
had  devoted  his  whole  being. 

It  only  remaina  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to  one  or  two 
additional  topics,  and  I  have  done.  It  has  been  argued  as 
if  the  currency  given  to  bank  paper  in  this  country  were 
due  almost  exclusively  to  the  countenance  which  Govern- 
ment affords  it,  by  receiving  it  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
Certainly,  sir^  the  patronage  of  Government  is  an  import- 
ant concurring  cause  of  this  credit,  but  it  is  not  true  that  it 
is  essential  to  it.  What  does  the  house  of  Rothschild  owe 
to  the  Govemmeuts  of  Europe — that  houae  to  which  all 
the  Govern «eaU  on  the  continent  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
course in  their  financial  exigenciea  1  •  And  here  let  me  call 
the  attention  of  those  who  declaim  so  vehemently  against 
the  agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  lact,  that  this 
mighty  house,  with  its  scarcely  less  than  royal  influence 
and  splendor,  like  most  of  the  other  establishments  of  the 
aaroe  kind  in  Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  all,  but  a  mere 
private  partnership ;  and  to  the  additionsl  fact,  that  this 
colossal  fortune  has  been  amassed  in  little  more  than  a 
single  generation,  by  an  obscure  person,  born  in  a  corner 
of  the  Juden  Strasse  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  and  his 
four  sons.  Do  you  not  see,  then,  sir,  that  the  odious  com.- 
mon  places,  about  **  the  money  power,"  and  **  the  political 
powers,"  either  have  no  meaning,  or  apply  with  all  their 
force  to  every  accumulation  of  capital,  and  all  the  great  re- 
sults of  modern  commerce  1  The  «  money  power,"  I  pro* 
some,  signifies  **  the  power  of  money,"  which  is  widely 
diffused  in  this  country,  thanks  to  the  protection  of  equal 
laws,  and  which  will  exist  snd  continue  to  have  its  influ- 
ence so  long  as  those  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscation, 
whether  it  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Government,  or 
the  Government  shall  borrow  its  credit.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  notice  an  idea,  analogous  to  the  last,  which  has 
been  very  much  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  that  the  com- 
merce of  New  York  baa  been  built  up  by  Government 
credits.  Why,  sir,  this  does  appcarto  me  too  extravagant 
to  need  exposure.  Now  York  has  been  built  up  by  her 
unquestionable  natural  advantages,  and  there  is  no  meas- 
ure of  this  Government'— there  is  only  one  event  that  can 
possibly  deprive  her  of  her  immense  cotnmcrcial  ascendancy, 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union — that,  and  nothing  but  tliat, 
*  Conveutiim  at  Albany,  ^c. 


can  do  it.  Commerce,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  leads 
everywhere  to  centraliuftion :  look  at  Liverpool — look  at 
Havre,  the  last,  in  a  hard -money  country.  But  on  this 
head  there  is  a  very  important  consideration,  which  has 
been  urged  with  all  his  admirable  eliiquence  by  one  of  my 
colleagues  in  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Prestov.]  If  this  con- 
centration of  commercial  business  at  that  ciiy  be  injurious 
to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  become  if,  by  collecting  the 
revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  and  thus  making  gold  and 
silver  more  merchandise,  you  add  to  the  disadvantages  of 
centralization  all  the  diffiouUiea  of  procuring  coin ;  make 
New  York  the  great  specie  market ;  and  render  the  whole 
country  tributary  to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  street  1 

Sir,   a   word   more  to  the  South,  and  for  the  South. 
When  your  system  of  protection  was  still  in  all  its  vigor, 
we  (I  mean  the  j«ople  of  South  Carolina)  sent  you  a  pro- 
test against  its  principles  and  tendency,  which  contained, 
among  other  objections  to  it,  one  that  deserves  to  be  re- 
peated here.     We  told  you  that  we  depended  absolutely 
upon  commerce — commerce  on   the  largest  scale— com 
merce  carried  on  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  half  century, 
with  an  ever- increasing  production,  provoking,  and  crea- 
ting an  ever-increasing  consumption,  and  permitting  us  to 
send  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  half)  of  bales  of  cotton 
into  the  market,  without  any  danger  of  a  glut.     We  told 
you  the  staple  commodities,  especially   the  principal  one 
which  we  produced,  were  among  the  very  few  in  the  pro- 
duction of  which  slave  labor  can  enter  into  competition 
with  free.    %Ve  reminded  you  that  great  revolutions  in  trsde 
sometimes  arose  from  apparently  flight  causes,  and  that, 
however  far  it  might  be  from  your  purpooe,  or  even  your 
apprehensions,  it  waa  possible  that  your  legislation  might 
occasion  us  the  loss  of  our  foreign  market,  our  only  re- 
source ;  that  the  result  of  that  loss  to  us  would  be  poverty 
lihd  utter  desolation ;  that  our  people,  in  despair,  would 
emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  ag^  the  whole  it^^ 
and  constitution  of  our  society  would  ho  acrioualy  impaired 
and  endangered,  if  not  dissolved  entirely.     And  we  adju- 
.red  you  not  to  presist  in  a  course  of  leg^islation  of  which  the 
benefits  to  yourselves,  even  were  they  uoquestionable,  were 
nothing  in  comparison  of  the  danger  to  which  ihey  exposed 
U4 — a  danger  which,  however  contingent  or  remote,  in- 
volved our  whole  existence,  and  could  not  be  contemplated 
without  well-founded  alarm.     Sir,  I  repeat  to  you  now — I 
repeat  to  the  representatives  of  the  wholo   South  on  this 
floor — the  words  then  addressed  to  the  Houfo  oo  a  differ- 
ent subject.     Let  well  alone.     Resist  this  uncalled-for  in- 
novation, of  which  no  one  can  foreaee  the  whole  extent  nor 
the  ultimate  results.     Mark  what  your  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  told  you  in  the  very  paper  in  which  he  re- 
^als  the  project  on  the  table — ^you  produce  too  much  cot- 
ton.    Go  home,  gentlemen  of  the  South,   and  tell  your 
people  that  their  successful  industry   is  n,  vice ;  that  the 
fertility  of  their  soil  is  a  curse ;  that  their  excessive  prod uc- 
titm  occasions  disorders  in  the  State ;  and  that  the  remedy 
for  our  troubles  is,  that^hey  should  live  on  short  commons. 
Let  them  co-operate  with  our  political  economy,   by  de- 
priving themselves  of  the  little  mercantile  capital  they  have; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  which  people,  who 
cannot  themselves  do  business  with   the   widow  and  the 
orphan,  have  contributed  their  means  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  commerce ;  let  them  but  do  this,  and  their  docility 
will  be  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  atpprotmtiop. 

Sir,  before  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other  topic  that 
I  feol  it  my  duty  to  advert  to— I  mean  to  the  supposed  in- 
jurious effects  of  banking  institutions  upon  the  laboring 
classes  of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  defects  in  the  constitution,  as  well  as  the 
management  of  those  institutions  in  this  country,  and 
should  be  most  willing  to  co-operate,  if  occasion  served,  in 
reforming  them»  I  have  no  hesitation  in  acquitting  them  at 
least  of  this  chnrgo.     Who  that  has  ever  heard  of  the  re-  ^ 
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lalion  betweoa  capital  and  labor,  beiwaen  wages  and  profits, 
but  must  see  at  once  that  it  is  unfounded ;  and,  according- 
ly, Hume  objects  to  banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  raise 
wages,  and  so  hurt  the  nianufiwturing  interests  of  a  nation. 
I  hate  already  remarked,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  an  in- 
creasing  currency  is  to  make  a  distribution  of  ihf  wealth  of 
society  more  favorable  to  the  industrious  classes  of  it — to 
confiscate,  in  a  manner,  the  property  of  those  who  live  on 
fixed  incoHiei^  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  produce  the 
eonimodities  on  which  those  incomes  are  laid  out.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  the  radicals  of  England-— Mr.  Atwood,  for 
ezample~are  all  strenuous  advocates  of  paper  money,  and 
even  of  inconvertible  paper.  The  idea  that  the  poor  are  to 
gain  by  a  return  to  a  metallic  currency  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
confined  to  their  friends  in  this  country,  whose  zeul  is 
certainly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages  attending 
frequent  fluctuations  in  the  currency,  it  is  said  that  wages 
are  the  last  thing  that  rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And 
that  may  be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
greater  than  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse  is  most  cer- 
tainly the  fact  here,  and  where  the  demand,  especisUy 
when  stimulated  by  any  extraordinary  increase,  real  or  fic- 
tilioui^  of  capiul,  is  always  greater  than  the  supply.  AH 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  necessity  between 
two  parties ;  and  every  body  knows  that,  in  a  period  of  ex- 
citement here,  wages  rise  immediately,  and  out  of  all  pro- 
portion more  than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population 
oi  the  ooantry  is  entirely  inadequate  to  its  wants.  During 
the  last  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of  labor  became  so  ex- 
orbitant, that  some  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  South  Caro^ 
Una,  rice  fields,  which  have  been  cultivated  for  a  hundred 
yean,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  from  the  impos- 
sibiiity  of  paying  for  it.  Sir,  as  a  Southern  man,  I  repre- 
sent equally  rent,  capital,  and  wages,  which  are  confound- 
ed in  our  estates  ;  and  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array, 
without  caoae,  without  a  color  of  pretext  or  plausibility, 
the  diffisrent  claaees  of  society  against  one  another,  as  if,  in 
such  a  country  as  this,  there  could  be  any  natural  hostility 
or  any  real  distinction  between  them — a  country  in  which 
all  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have  been  poor, 
aod  all  the  poor  may  one  day  be  rich— a  country  in  which 
banking  iostiiutionshave  been  of  immense  service,  precisely 
because  they  have  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who  had 
all  their  fortunes  to  make  by  good  character  and  indus- 
trious habits.  Isook  at  that  remarkable  picture — remark- 
able not  as  a  work  of  art,  but  as  a  monument  of  history — 
which  you  see  in  passing  through  the  rotundo.  Two  out 
of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were  mechanics,  end 
such  men  !*  In  ,the  name  of  God,  sir,  why  should  any 
one  study  to  pervert  the  natural  good  sense  and  kindly 
feelings  erf*  ihis  moral  and  noble  people — to  infuse  into  their 
minds  a  sullen  envy  towards  one  another,  histead  of  that 
generous  emulation  which  every  thing  in  their  situation  is 
fitted  to  inspire— to  breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Cain, 
muttering  deep  curses  and  meditating  desperate  revenge 
against  hie  brother,  because  the  smoke  of  his  sacrifice  has 
ascended  to  heaven  before  his  own  !  And  do  not  they 
who  treat  our  industrious  classes  as  if  tliey  were  in  the 
sime  debased  and  wretched  condition  as  the  poor  of  Eu- 
rope, insult  them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  ?  Why, 
air,  you  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  We  have  no  poor 
in  this  country,  in  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used 
ahroid.  Every  laborer,  even  tho  most  humble,  in  the 
United  Slates  soon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  land ;  for  the  West,  with  all  its 
boundless  fertility,  is  open  to  him.  How  can  any  one  dare 
to  compare  the  mechanics  of  this  land  (whose  inferiority, 
in  any  substantial  particular,  in  intelligence,  in  virtue,  in 
wealth,  to  the  other  classes  of  our  society,  I  have  yet  to 
learn)  with  that  race  of  outcists,  of  which  so  terrific  a  pic- 
•  Pranklio  and  Shennan,  signers  of  iho  Declaration. 
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ture  is  presented  by  recent  writers — ^the  poor  of  Europe  1 
a  race,  among  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  whom  famine 
and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  continually ;  many  of 
whom  are  without  morals,  without  education,  without  a 
country,  without  a  God!  and  may  be  said  to  know 
society  only  by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it.  Poor  bondmen  !  mocked  with  the 
name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be  sometimes  tempted  to 
break  their  chains,  in  order  that,  after  a  few  days  of  star- 
vation in  idleness  and  dissipation,  they  may  be  driven 
back  to  their  prison  house  to  take  them  up  again,  heavier 
and  more  galling  than  before;  severed,  as  it  has  been 
touchingly  expressed,  from  nature,  from  the  common  air, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun ;  knowing  only  by  hearsay  that 
the  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  sing,  and  that  there  is 
a  perfume  in  flowers,  j- 

And  is  it  with  a  race  whom  the  perverse  institutions  of 
Europe  have  thus  degraded  beneath  the  condition  of  hu- 
manity, that  the  advocates,  the  patrons,  the  protectors  of 
our  working  men,  presume  to  compare  them  ?  Sir,  it  is 
to  treat  them  with  a  scorn  at  which  their  spirit  should  re- 
volt, and  docs  revolt.  Just  before  I  left  Charleston,  there 
was  a  meeting  called  for  some  purpose,  which  was  regard- 
ed by  the  people  of  that  city  as  unfavorable  to  public  order. 
There  was  something,  I  suppose,  in  the  proceedings  which 
looked  to  the  invidious  distinction  of  which  f  have  been 
speaking;  for  it  led,  as  I  have  heard,  to  an  expression  of 
sentiment  from  one  of  our  mechanics,^  which  struck  me  as 
noble  beyond  all  praise.  He  said  he  wondered  what  could 
bo  meant  by  addressing  to  the  industrious  classes,  particu- 
larly, all  inflammatory  appeals  against  ^he  institutions  of 
the  country,  as  if  they  were  not  a  part  of  the  community 
as  much  interested  in  iu  order  and  peace  as  any  other ;  as 
if  they  had  no  ties  of  simpathy  or  connexion  with  their 
fellow-citizens;  above  all,  as  if  they  had  not  intelligence 
and  knowledge  enough  to  take  care  of  their  own  interests, 
but  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  perpetual  pupilage  and  in- 
fancy, and  needed  the  officious  protection  of  self- constitu- 
ted guardians !  Sir,  that  was  a  sentiment  worthy  of  a 
freeman,  and  which  may  be  recorded,  with  honor,  among 
the  sayings  of  heroes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the  committee  for  the  attention 
with  which  it  has  honored  me.  I  have  detained  it  long ; 
but  I  w^  full  of  the  subject,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  vast  importance  in  all  its  bearings.  I  have  spoken  what 
I  felt  and  thought,  without  reference  to  party.  But  I  will 
say  one  word  to  those  wi!h  whom  I  have  generally  acted 
on  this  floor.  I  have  heard  that  some  of  them  disapprove 
this  measure,  but  are  disposed  to  vote  for  it  to  oblige  their 
friends.  Sir,  this  is  a  strange  and  a  groat  mistake.  A 
true  friend  ought  to  be  a  faithful  counsellor.  Let  them  re- 
member the  deep  reproach  which  the  great  poet  puts  in  the 
mouth  of  one  of  his  heroes : 

"  Hadst  thou  but  shook  thy  head,  or  mado  a  pause. 
When  [  spoke  darkly  what  [  purposed ; 
Or  lurnea  an  oye  of  doubt  upon  my  face !" 

When  Mr.  LsoAnis  had  concluded, 

Mr.  NAY  LOR,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said,  it  was 
with  great  reluctance  that  he  rose,  for  the  first  time,  in  this 
hall.  He  fult  himself  obliged  to  rise.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  N.,) 
T  am  impelled  lo  speak.  I  cannot  remain  silent.  I  voted 
for  the  introduction  of  this  bill  to  our  delilicrations  some 
days  since,  on  purpose  to  afford  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickx^ts]  an  opportunity  to 
express  his  views  in  relation  to  it.  I  perceived  his  anxiety 
to  speak,  and  felt  a  friendly  disposition  to  gratify  him.  If 
I  were  surprised  when  I  heard  him  draw  into  the  vortex  of 
discussion  the  excitive  topics  of  abolition,  Texas,  slavery, 
and  locofocoism,  topics  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
subject,  what  must  have  been  my  feelings  when  I  heard 
him  denounce  the  institutions  of  the  North  as  mercenary 
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and  Blavish,  and  exalt  those  of  the  South  as  ancient,  patri- 
archal, and  almost  perfect ;  boldly  avow  that  the  laborers  of 
the  North  were  the  subjects  of  the  Nortliern  capitalists ; 
put  the  Northern  workmen  on  a  footing  with  the  Southern 
slaves,  and  threaten  to  preach  insurrection  to  the  laborers 
of  the  North.  Yes,  preach  insurrection  to  the  Northern 
laborers ! 

I  am  a  Northern  laborer.  Ay,  sir,  it  has  been  my  lot 
to  have  inherited  as  my  only  patrimony,  at  the  early  age  of 
nine  years,  nothing  but  naked  orphanage  and  utter  destitu- 
tion ;  houseleps  and  homelesf>,  fatherless  and  penny  less,  I 
was  obliged,  from  that  day  forward,  to  earn  my  daily  bread 
by  my  daily  labor.  And  now,  sir,  when  I  take  my  seat 
in  this  hail  as  the  free  representative  of  a  free  people,  am 
I  to  be  sneered  at  as  a  Northern  laborer,  and  degraded  into 
a  comparison  with  the  poor  oppressed  and  suffering  negro 
slave  ?  Is  such  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions  7 
If  it  be,  then  did  our  fathers  fight,  and  bleed,  and  struggle, 
and  die  in  vain  \ 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  misconceived  the  spirit  and 
tendency  of  Northern  institutions.  He  is  ignorant  of 
Northern  character.  He  has  forgotten  the  history  of  his 
country.  Preach  insurrection  to  the  Northern  laborers ! 
Preach  insurrection  to  me !  Who  are  the  Northern  labor- 
ers ?  The  history  of  your  country  is  their  history.  The 
renown  of  your  country  is  their  renown.  The  brightness 
of  their  doings  is  emblazoned  on  its  every  page.  Blot  from 
your  annals  the  deeds  and  the  doings  of  Northern  laborers, 
and  the  history  of  your  country  presents  but  a  universal 
blank. 

Sir,  who  was  he  that  disarmed  the  Thunderer,  wrested 
from  his  grasp  the  bolts  of  Jove,  calmed  the  troubled  ocean, 
became  the  central  sun  of  the  philosophical  system  of  his 
age,  shedding  his  brightness  and  effulgence  on  the  whole 
civilized  world — whom  the  great  and  mighty  of  tlie  earth 
tielighted  to  honor ;  who  participated  in  the  achievement  of 
your  independence ;  prominently  assisted  in  moulding  your 
free  institutions,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  whose  wis- 
dom will  be  felt  to  the  last  moment  of  << recorded  time!" 
Who,  sir,  I  ask,  was  he  ?  A  Northern  laborer — a  yankee 
tallow-chandler's  son — a  printer's  runaway  boy ! 

And  who,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  was 
he  that  in  the  days  of  our  Revolution  led  forth  a  Northern 
army,  yes,  an  army  of  Northern  laborers,  and  aided  the 
chivalry  of  South  Carolina  in  their  defence  against  British 
aggression,  drove  the  spoilers  from  their  firesides,  and  re- 
deemed her  fair  fields  from  foreign  invaders — who  was  he? 
A  Northern  laborer,  a  Rhode  Island  blacksmith — the  gal- 
lant General  Greene,  who  left  his  hammer  and  his  forge 
and  went  forth,  conquering  and  to  conquer,  in  the  battles 
of  our  independence  !  And  will  you  preach  insurrection 
to  men  like  these  ? 

Sir,  our  country  is  full  of  the  glorious  achievomenls  of 
Northern  laborers  !  Where  is  Concord,  and  Lexington, 
any  Princeton,  and  Trenton,  and  Saratoga,  and  Bunker 
Hill,  but  in  the  North  1  And  what,  sir,  has  shed  an  im- 
perishable renown  on  the  never-dying  names  of  those  hal- 
lowed spots  but  the  blood  and  the  struggles,  the  high  da- 
ring and  patriotism,  and  sublime  courage  of  Northern 
laborers  1  The  whole  North  is  an  everlasting  monument 
of  the  freedom,  virtue,  intelligence,  and  indomitHble  inde- 
pendence of  Northern  laborers !  Go,  sir,  go  preach  in- 
surrection to  men  like  these ! 

The  fortitude  of  the  men  of  the  North  under  intense 
suffering  for  liberty's  f^ake,  has  been  almost  God-like! 
History  has  so  recorded  it.  Who  compn^pd  that  gallant 
army  that  without  food,  williout  pay,  shelterless,  shoeless, 
pennyless,  and  almost  naked,  in  that  dreadful  winter — the 
midnight  of  our  Revolution,  whoso  wanderings  could  be 
traced  by  their  blood- tracks  in  the  snow  !  whom  no  arU 
could  seduce,  no  appeal  lead  astray,  no  suffering  disaffect, 
but  who,  true  to  their  country  and  its  holy  cause,  continued 


to  fight  the  good  fight  of  liberty,  until  it  finally  triumphed  1 
Who,  sir,  were  these  men!  Why,  Northern  laborers; 
yes,  sir.  Northern  laborers ! 

Who,  sir,  was  Roger  Sherman,  and — ^but  it  is  idle  to 
enumerate.  To  name  the  Northern  laborers  who  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  and  illustrated  the  history  of  their 
country,  would  require  days  of  the  time  of  this  House. 
Nor  is  it  necessary.  Posterity  will  do  them  justice.  Their 
deeds  have  been  recorded  in  characters  of  fire  ! 

And  such  are  the  workingmen  of  the  North  at  this  time. 
They  have  not  degenerated ;  they  are  in  all  respects  worthy 
of  their  intelligent  arid  sturdy  sires.  Whose  blood  was  so 
profusely  shed,  during  the  last  war,  on  the  Csnada  lines, 
but  that  of  the  Northern  laborers  1  Who  achieved  the  glo- 
rious victories  of  Perry  and  McDonough  on  the  lakes,  but 
the  Northern  laborers!  Yes,  they  <*met  the  enemy  and 
made  them  theirs."  Who,  sir,  have  made  our  ships  the 
models  for  all  Europe,  and  sent  forth  in  the  late  war  those 
gallant  vessels  that  gave  our  little  navy  the  first  place  in 
Uie  marine  annals  of  the  world,  and  covered  our  arms  on 
the  ocean  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  but  the  skill,  and  intellect, 
and  patriotism  of  the  Northern  laborers  ?  And  who,  sir, 
manned  these  vessels  and  went  forth  and  for  the  first  time 
humbled  the  British  lion  on  the  ocean,  but  the  Northern 
laborers?  And  who,  sir,  was  he,  that  noble  tar  who, 
wounded,  and  bleeding,  T^nd  mangled,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance lifeless  on  the  deck  of  one  of  our  ships,  on  hearing 
that  the  flag  of  the  enemy  had  struck,  and  that  victory  had 
perched  on  the  proud  banner  of  his  country,  raised  up  bis 
feeble  mangled  form,  opened  his  languid  eyes  once  moro 
to  the  light  of  heaven,  waved  his  palzied  hand  around  his 
head  in  token  of  his  joy,  and  fell  bark  and  died.  Who, 
sir,  was  he  ?  Why,  a  Northern  laborer;  a  Northern  la- 
borer !  And  yet  these  men  are  the  slaves  of  the  North,  to 
whom  the  honorable  gentleman  is  abont  to  preach  insur- 
rection ! 

[Mr.  PicKXNS  explained,  and  said  in  substance  that  he 
had  spoken  only  of  the  tendency  of  Northern  institutions 
to  make  the  workingmen  of  the  North  tributary  to  the  cap- 
italist, and  to  prevent  them  from  rising  from  their  laborious 
situation.  That  he  had  not  degraded  them  into  a  coOipar- 
ison  with  the  slaves,  but  had  said  that,  if  the  people  of  the 
North  would  continue  to  interfere  with  the  slaves  of  the 
South,  that  then  he  (Mr.  Pickkks)  would  preach  insur- 
rection to  the  Northern  laborers !] 

Mr.  NxTLon  resumed  and  said :  I  have  not  misandcr- 
stood  (he  honorable  gentleman.  That  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman does  treat  the  Northern  workmen  as  Southern  slaves 
is  evident  from  what  he  had  just  said.  If  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  place  them  in  the  same  degraded  situation  of 
slaves,  how  could  he  threaten  to  preach  insurrection  among 
them?  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  roistsken  the 
tendency  of  Northern  institutions,  as  much  as  he  has  mis- 
conceived the  worth  and  spirit  of  Northern  character.  Our 
institutions  have  no  such  tendency ;  no,  sir,  but  exactly  the 
reverse.  They  raise  up  the  laborer.  They  place  every 
man  upon  an  equality.  They  give  to  all  equal  righta  and 
equal  chances,  and  hold  out  to  all  equal  inducements  to 
action.  Northern  institutions  tend  to  keep  down  the 
Northern  laborers !  The  whole  history  of  the  North,  from 
the  landing  of  the  first  pilgrim  on  the  rock  of  Plymouth  to 
this  hour,  contradicts  this  position. 

I  appeal  to  the  Representatives  from  Pennsylvania.  I 
ask  you,  sirs,  who  is  Joseph  Ritner,  that  distinguished 
man,  who,  at  this  very  moment  fills  tlie  executive  chair  of 
your  great  State — a  man  who,  in  all  that  constitutes  high 
moral  and  intellectual  worth,  has  few  superiors  in  this 
country — one  who  has  all  the  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  great  statesman,  and  who  pos- 
sesses, in  the  most  enlarged  degree,  all  the  elements  of  hu- 
man greatness — who,  sirs,  is  ho  ?  A  Northern  laborer — 
a  Pennsylvania  wagoner — who,  for  years,  drove  bis  team 
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from  PitUburg  to  Philadelphia,  "OTor  the  mountain  and 
over  the  moor,"  not  "  whifitling  as  he  went,"  no,  eir,  but 
preparing  himself  then,  by  deep  cogitation  and  earnest  ap- 
plication, for  the  high  destiny  which  the  future  had  in  store 
for  him.  And  who,  let  me  ask  the  same  gentlemen,  who 
u  James  Todd,  the  present  attorney  general  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, distinguished  for  the  extent  of  his  legal  acquirements, 
for  the  comprehensive  energy  of  his  mind,  for  his  strength 
of  argument,  and  vigorous  elocution — who,  sir,  is  he  7  He, 
too,  is  a  Northern  laborer— a  Pennsylvania  wood-chopper. 
In  early  childhood  a  destitute,  desolate  orphan,  bound  out 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  as  an  apprentice  to  a  laborer ! 
These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  Northern  institutions, 
some  of  the  slaves  to  whom  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
have  to  preach  insurrection  ! 

But,  if  the  Northern  institutions  be  hostile  to  equality, 
and  have  the  effect  that  the  honorable  gentleman  contends 
for,  te  keep  down  the  workmen  and  make  them  tributary 
to  the  capitalists,  how  comes  it,  how  comes  it,  that  I  am 
now,  at  an  early  age,  a  representative  in  this  hall  1  Sir, 
the  gentleman  is  utterly,  utterly  deceived  as  to  the  effect 
of  our  institutions  and  the  character  of  public  sentiment  in 
the  North. 

Fellow-freemun  of  my  own,  my  native  district,  bankers, 
capitalists,  and  merchants,  (so  much  denounced,}  roanu- 
foctarers,  mechanics,  and  laborers,  I  appeal  to  you  all : 
Did  it  ever  occur  to  any  one  of  you,  when  I  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  high  office  to  which  your  free  suffrages  have 
elevated  raa— did  it,  I  say,  ever  occur  to  any  one  of  you  to 
object  to  me  because  poverty,  orphanage,  and  destitution 
hsd  once  made  me  a  laborer  for  my  daily  bread  1  No,  sirs, 
no,  I  will  do  you  the  justice  to  answer  for  you — no ! 
Your  inquiry  was  not,  *•  is  he  rich  or  poor,  a  laborer,  a 
capitalist,  a  banker,  or  a  merchant!"  but  *<i8  he  a  man  1 
has  he  ability  enough  moderately  to  sustain  our  interests 
in  the  great  councils  of  the  nation,  and  nerve  and  moral 
courage  enough  fearlessly  to  defy  the  assaults  of  power, 
and  to  vindicate  the  outraged  principles  of  our  constitutioni" 
And  here,  sir,  I  now  am,  and  what  is  there  to  prevent  me 
from  taking  my  stand  by  the  side  of  the  proudest  man  in 
this  ball! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  the  fir»*t  time  that  I  have  heard 
a  parallel  mn  between  the  slaves  of  the  South  and  the 
working-men  of  the  North.  For  a  while,  sir,  that  parallel 
wss  made  as  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  free  negroes 
of  the  North  and  the  slaves  of  the  South.  Recently,  how- 
ever, some  of  those  who  advocate  the  surpassing  excellence 
of  the  slave  institutions  of  the  South,  have  taken  a  bolder 
and  more  daring  stand.  Racking  their  brains  for  arguments 
and  illustrations  to  justify  slavery  as  it  prevails  among 
/ftem,  they  have  hazarded  the  bold  proposition  that  slavery 
exisu  in  every  country;  and  that,  in  the  North,  the  opera- 
tive^ thoagh  nominally  free,  are  in  fact  the  slaves  of  the 
capiuK^ts.  Such  a  proposition  is  monstrous.  I  tell  you,  sir, 
gentlemen  deceive  themselves.  They  slander  the  free  in- 
stitutions of  their  country.  They  wrong  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  class  of  men  on  earth.  I  know  them 
well;  f  have  been  long  associated  with  them.  I  have  seen 
them  form  themselves  into  libraries  and  other  associations 
for  intellectual  improvement.'  I  have  seen  them  avail  them- 
selves of  every  leisure  moment  for  mental  culture.  I  have 
seen  them  learned  in  the  languages,  skilled  in  the  sciences, 
and  inibrmed  in  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  elevation  to 
the  character  of  man,  and  to  fit  him  for  the  high  destinies 
f  jr  which  he  was  designed.  Let  the  honorable  gentleman 
go  among  them,  and  he  will  find  them  in  all  respects  equal 
to  those  who  make  it  their  boast  that  they  own  all  the  la- 
borers in  the  South.  Yes,  sir,  as  well  qualified  to  become 
hoaorahle  ralers  of  a  free  people-— having  h-ads  fitted  for 
the  highest  councils,  and  fearless  hearts  and  sinewy  arms 
lor  the  enemies  ef  this  great  nation. 
Mr.  ChairmtD,  I  call  upon  gentlemen  of  the  North  to 


bear  witnesi  to  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said ;  I  call  upon 
them  to  look  back  to  the  days  of  their  childhood  and  say 
whom  they  have  soen  attain  honor,  distinction,  wealth,  and 
affluence  ?  Are  they  not  the  working,  the  industrious  parts 
of  society  1  And  do  not  the  institutions  of  the  North  ne- 
cessarily lead  to  such  results  ?  Sir,  when  I  pause  for  a 
moment,  and  behold  what  are  now  the  little  destitute  play- 
mates of  my  childhood,  I  am  overwhelmed  with  astonish- 
ment. Some  of  them  have  gone  forth  from  their  homes, 
become  draughters  and  signers  of  declarations  of  indepen- 
dence, founders  of  new  empires,  breakers  of  the  chains  of 
despotism,  and  the  earth,  even  in  their  youth,  has  drunk 
up  their  blood,  shed  willingly  in  the  cause  of  the  rights  of 
man.  Some  have  ministered  at  the  altar  of  their  divine 
Master.  Some  have  led  the  bar,  adorned  the  Senate,  illus- 
trated the  judiciary ;  and  others  have  wandered  in  the  flow- 
ery field  of  literature,  trod  in  the  cool,  tranquillizing 
paths  of  philosophy,  delved  in  the  depths  of  science,  and 
compassed  the  world  with  their  enterprise.  In  a  word, 
civilization  has  no  pursuit  that  they  have  not  already  hon- 
ored and  adorned.  And  yet  these  men  are  some  of  the 
fruits  of  those  odious  institutions  against  which  the  eloquent 
gentleman  has  undertaken  his  crusade. 

Sir,  it  is  the  glory  of  the  Northern  institutions  that  they 
give  to  every  man,  poor  and  rich,  high  and  low,  the  same 
fair  play.  They  place  the  honors,  emoluments,  and  dis- 
tinctions of  the  country  before  him,  and  say  **  go  run  your 
race  for  the  prize,  the  reward  shall  encircle  the  brow  of  the 
most  worthy."  Thus  it  ia  that  every  one  feels  and  knowf 
that  he  Jias  a  clear  field  before  him,  and  that,  with  indus- 
try, prudence,  and  perseverance,  he  can  command  success 
in  any  honorable  undertaking.  He  knows  that  his  indus- 
try is  his  own ;  his  efforts  are  his  own,  and  that  every  blow 
he  strikes,  whilst  it  redounds  to  his  own  immediate  advan- 
tage, contributes  also  to  the  gtiod  of  the  community,  and 
the  glory  and  renown  of  his  country.  All  honorable  em- 
ployments are  open  to  him.  The  halls  of  legislation  are 
open  to  him ;  the  bar  is  open  to  him ;  the  fields  of  science 
are  before  him ;  there  is  no  barrier  between  him  and  the  ob- 
ject of  his  ambition,  but  such  as  industry  and  perseveranoe 
may  overcome. 

Look  at  the  workings  of  their  institutions  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  North.  Look  at  her  mighty  cities,  her  for- 
ests of  masts,  her  smiling  villages,  her  fertile  fields,  her  pro- 
ductive mines,  her  numerous  charities,  her  ten  thousand 
improvements.  Behold  my  own,  my  native  State.  Penn- 
sylvania is  intellectual ized  under  their  auspices.  Her  soil 
and  hills  and  valleys  and  rocks  and  everlasting  mountains 
live  and  breathe  under  the  animating  influence  of  her  in- 
telligent and  hard-working  population ;  every  stream  feeds 
its  canal,  every  section  of  country  has  its  railroad,  distance 
is  annihilated,  the  flinty  ribs  of  her  rocky  mountains  are 
driven  asunder,  the  lK>wels  of  the  earth  yield  forth  their 
treasures,  and  the  face  of  the  earth  blooms  and  blossoms 
and  fructifies  like  a  paradise.  And  all  this,  all  this  is  the 
result  of  the  infilligence,  industry,  and  enterprise  of  North- 
em  laborers,  fostered  by  the  genial  influence  of  their  insti- 
tutions. 

Nor  are  their  efforts  confined  to  their  own  country  alone. 
Their  industry  and  enterprise  compass  the  whole  earth. 
There  is  not  a  wave  under  heaven  that  their  keels  have  not 
parted ;  not  a  breeze  ever  stirred  to  which  they  have  not 
unfurled  the  sUrry  banner  of  their  country.  Go  to  the 
frozen  ocean  of  the  North  and  you  will  find  them  there ;  to 
the  ocean  in  the  extreme  South  and  you  will  find  them 
there.  Nature  has  no  difficulty  that  they  have  not  over- 
come—the world  no  limit  that  they  have  not  attained. 

In  every  department  of  mind  do  the  institutions  of  the 
North  exert  a  wholesome,  a  developing  influence.  Sir,  it 
was  but  a  few  days  since  that  you  saw  the  members  of  this 
House  gathered  round  the  electro*magnetic  machine  of  Mr. 
Daveoport.    There  they  stood,  mote  and  motionlMs;  be- 
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holding,  for  the  first  time,  the  secret,  sublime,  and  myste* 
rious  principles  of  nature  applied  to  mechanics;  and  there 
was  the  machine,  visible  to  all  ejes,  moving  with  the  ra- 
pidity of  lightning,  without  any  apparent  cause.  But  the 
genius  that  made  the  application  of  this  sublime  and  mys- 
terious influence,  who  is  he  but  a  laboring,  hard-working 
i)iack8mith  of  the  North  ? 

Sir,  where  do  learning,  literature,  and  science  flourish 
but  in  the  North  ?  Where  does  the  press  teem  with  the 
products  of  miod  but  in  the  North  1  Where  are  the  sci- 
entific institutions,  the  immense  libraries,  rivalling  almost 
at  this  early  day,  Europe's  vast  accumulations,  but  in  the 
North  ?  And  who,  sir,  gives  form,  and  grace,  and  life, 
and  pr'^portion  to  the  shapeless  marble  but  the  sculptor  of 
the  North  1  Yes,  sir,  and  there,  too,  does  the  genius  of 
the  pencil  contribute  her  glowing  creations  to  the  stock  of 
Northern  renown.  To  Northern  handiwork  are  you  in- 
debted for  this  magnificence  of  this  mighty  Capitol.  And 
those  noble  historical  pieces  now  filling  the  panels  of  the 
Rotundo,  which  display  the  beginning,  progress,  and  con- 
summation uf  your  Revolution,  and  give  to  all  posterity 
the  living  forms  and  breathing  countenances  of  the  fathers 
of  your  republic— they,  loo,  are  the  works  of  a  Northern 
artist ! 

But  before  I  conclude  this  branch  of  my  subject,  let  me 
make  one  observation  that  I  had  almost  forgotten.  The  gen- 
tleman seems  to  think  that  our  workmen  mUst  of  necessity 
be  the  passive  instruments  of  our  capiUlisU.  His  idea  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  wealth,  controlling  the  very  desti- 
nies of  the  man  who  labors,  must  be  derived  from  the  in- 
stitutions of  his  own  generous  South ;  where  he  frankly 
avows  that  the  capitalist  does  absolutely  own  the  lalK)rers. 
His  views  are,  however,  utterly  inapplicable  to  the  North. 
Who  are  the  Northern  capitalists  of  to-day,  but  the  pcn- 
nylcss  apprentices  of  yesterday  1  Sir,  in  the  North  there 
is  scarcely  a  class  of  men  existing  exclusively  as  capital- 
isU.  The  character  of  capitalist  and  laborer  is  there  uni- 
ted in  the  same  person.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred,  he  who  is  a  capitalist  has  Income  so  by  his  own 
industry  and  iwrseverancc.  He  begins  as  an  humble 
*«Iaborer"--his  industry,  virtue,  and  integrity  his  only 
capital.  He  gradually  accumulates.  Every  day  of  toil 
increases  his  means.  His  means  are  then  unitcil  to  his 
labor,  and  he  receives  the  just  and  honest  profiu  of  them 
both.  Thus  he  goes  on,  joining  his  accumulations  with 
his  labor,  receiving  the  profits  of  his  capital  «nd  his  toil, 
scattering  the  fruiu  of  his  efibrto  abroad  for  the  benefit  o^ 
society,  living  in  manly  independence,  and  laying  up  a 
stock  of  comfort  and  enjoyment  for  his  declining  years. 
Such  was  the  rich  Girard,  the  «*  merchant  and  mariner," 
as  ho  styles  himself  in  his  last  will.  He  began  his  career 
a  destitute  cabin-boy.  And  such  are  the  capitalisU  all 
over  the  North.  They  were  all  laborers  somo  few  years 
since ;  and  the  humble  operative  of  to-day  must  and  will 
be  the  wealthy  capitalist  in  some  few  years  to  come ;  and  so 
far  are  the  institutions  of  the  North  from  retarding  his  ad- 
vance, that  they  encourage  him,  aid  him,  cheer,  cherish, 
and  8U»tain  him  in  his  onward  career. 

But,  sir,  there  is  no  limit  to  this  subject.  I  will  pur-ue 
it  no  farther.  I  might  easily  exhaust  myself,  but  the  sub- 
ject  is  inexhaustible.  What  I  have  said  has  been  said  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  my  constituenU  from  unjust 
attacks,  and  to  relieve  the  institutitms  of  the  North  from 
.  the  burden  of  denunciation  which  has  been  so  profusely 
heaped  upon  them.  I  have  uttered  nothing  in  a  spirit  of 
disparagement  to  the  South.  No,  Heaven  forbid  !  I  am 
incapable  of  it.  The  whole  country  is  my  country.  To 
mo  there  is  neither  North  nor  South,  East  nor  West.  •  I 
am  an  humble  representative  of  it  ail.  Our  fathers  fought 
and  bled  and  died  for  it  all.  And  how  can  we,  their  sons, 
if  we  respect  their  principles  and  cherish  and  venerate  their 
memoriM,  bow  can  we  quarrel  about  local  difi[icttUiea  and 


foster  sectional  jealouaios  1  f  stand  here  the  representa- 
tive of  the  whole  country.  Not  an  inch  of  any  part  of 
that  country  shall  be  disparaged  with  my  consent.  What- 
ever concerns  its  honor  and  renown  deeply  and  dearly 
concerns  me.  I  will  scrupulously  respect  the  rights  and 
feelings  of  every  section  of  the  country,  and  do  all  in  my 
power  to  advance,  nothing  to  retard,  its  peculiar  intereats 
except  where  they  may  come  in  conflict  with  some  great 
fundamental  principle  which  must  not  be  sacrificed.  I 
will^exert  my  influence  to  heal  sectional  differences,  exter- 
pato  petty  jealousies,  foster  a  becoming  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, promote  universal  harmony  among  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  make  the  Union  itself  as  everlast- 
ing as  the  soil  which  it  embraces.  With  these  feeliofs 
and  this  determination  I  have  come  into  this  House.  But, 
sir,  I  never  can  and  never  will  remain  silent  when  the 
rights,  or  interests,  or  characters,  or  institutions  of  my 
own  immediete  constituents  are  attacked.  No,  sir,  let 
that  attack  come  fiom  what  quarter  it  may,  I  will  be  ever 
prompt  to  offer  my  feeble  resiiUoce  and  interpose  my  voico 
in  their  just  vindication  ! 

I  now  beg  leave,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. By  the  madness  and  folly  of  her  rulers,  our  coun- 
try has  been  precipitated  to  a  crisis.  W*'e  have  been  con- 
vened here  to  meet  that  crisis.  That  is,  the  people  and 
this  House  have  been  so  informed.  But  have  we  met  it? 
Are  we  meeting  it  1  No,  sir ;  we  have  been  called  here 
to  do  what  this  House  has  been  doing  for  the  last  six 
years,  to  echo  the  will  and  further  the  wishes  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Preai- 
dent's  message ;  to  cease  to  be  the  free  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  to  become  the  pliant  instruments  of  power. 
Nothing  is  to  be  introduced  to  our  delilierations  but  what 
the  President  has  recommended.  Petitions  are  presented, 
and  they  arc  trampled  under  foot ;  plans  of  relief  are  sug- 
gested, and  they  are  laid  upon  the  uble.  The  people  de- 
mand from  you,  through  their  representatives,  a  fair  and 
impartial  hearing,  and  you  meet  them  with  that  gag  of 
despotism-— the  previous  question.  And  when  we  ask 
why  is  all  this,  we  are  impudently  told  that  we  must  at- 
tend to  the  relief  of  the  Government ;  that  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  people  ;  that  the  President  has  submit- 
ted his  plans,  snd  that  right  or  wrong  we  must  sustbin 
them  ;  that  be  has  chalked  out  to  us  the  line  of  our  legis- 
lative duties,  and  •  that  we  roust  follow  that  line,  toe  the 
mark ;  yes,  toe  the  mark  is  their  phrase,  and  then  go  home 
and  tell  our  constituents  tliat  we  have  slavishly  done  our 
master's  bidding. 

Sir,  it  is  by  conduct  like  this  that  our  country  has  been 
precipitated  from  the  height  of  prosperity  into  the  very 
depths  of  distre«is.  This  House  is  'responsible  for  nv^ch 
of  the  evil  under  which  the  people  are  now  groaning.  Their 
representatives  in  Congress  have  been  faithless  to  them. 
They  have  surrendered  up  their  independence  and  become 
the  mere  echo  of  the  Presidents  will.  Instead  of  freely 
deliberating  and  choosing  what  was  best  for  the  people  and 
the  country,  they  have  been  watching  the  ever-rhanging 
countenance  of  the  Executive,  and  ascertaining  what  were 
his  wishes  and  determinations — and  thus  have  they  l^een 
slavishly  echoing  and  ra-echoing  that  will  until  the  great 
fundamental  interests  of  the  country  have  been  entirely  sac- 
rificed. The  people  have  been  lost  sight  of;  those  who 
were  their  servants  have  become  their  masters.  I  ask  eve- 
ry candid  roan  whether  the  legislatiim  of  Congress  has  not, 
for  many  years,  conformed,  in  every  important  particular,  to 
the  commands  of  the  Executive  1  Whether  the  rescripts 
of  the  administration  have  not  been  the  law  of  the  land  ? 
Let  US  revert  to  the  history  of  the  past  and  see  what  are 
the  lessons  that  it  teaches. 

Large  majorities  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  passed  an 
act  for  the  rechartor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea .  The 
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democratic  Legialaturo  of  my  own  Sute,  Pennsylvania, 
unanimously  recommended  it.  It  was  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. And  what  did  Congress  do  ?  Why,  sir,  changed 
their  opinion— echoed  that  veto  !  Yes,  we  saw  the  very 
man  who  draughted  and  advocated  the  bill  for  rechartering 
the  bank,  (Mr.  Dallas,)  presiding  at  a  town  meeting  a  few 
weeks  afUrwards,  and  there  opposing  the  very  measure  of 
which  he  was  the  author  and  father ;  ay,  turning  at  the 
beck  of  the  President,  like  Saturn  of  old,  to  destroy  his 
own  ofispring.  This,  perhaps,  may  have  been  all  very 
well;  but  is  it  not  a  remarkable  proof  that  members  of 
Congiess  found  it  inconvenient  to  have  opinions  which  did 
not  exactly  conform  to  those  ot  the  Executive  ? 

But  again :  Congress  investigated  the  situation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  still  continued  to  be  a  safe  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys.  They  found  its  situation  to  be  sound  and 
wholesome,  and  declared,  by  a  large  majority,  that  the  de- 
posites  should  be  continued  in  it,  according  to  law.  The 
PrtsidenC,  however,  a  short  time  afterwards  determined 
otherwise,  ordered  the  Secretary  cf  the  Treasury  to  lay  vi- 
olent hands  upon  the  treasures  of  the  nation,  to  take  them 
from  the  place  where  Congress  and  the  law  declared  they 
should  be,  and  scatter  them  abroad  over  the  land,  by  de- 
positing them  with  the  pet  banks ;  there  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  swelling  the  deluge  of  paper  money,  and  of 
feeding  and  pampering  and  bloating  the  demoralizing  spirit 
of  speculation. 

In  sixty  days  afterwards  Congress  met.  Well,  and 
what  did  members  of  Congress  do  i  Di«l  they  adhere  to 
their  former  resolution  ?  No,  sir,  they  again  surrendered 
up  their  independence ;  again  changed  their  opinion,  and 
again  echoed  the  will  of  the  Executive. 

Then  it  was,  that  the  President  formed  his  league  of  pet 
banks.  He  conceived  and  planned,  and  put  in  operation, 
a  project  which,  according  lo  his  promise,  was  to  banish 
bank  rags  from  the  community,  give  us  the  best  of  curren- 
cies, and  fill  up  the  channels  of  circulation  with  gold.  This 
wa?  the  sole  work  of  the  Executive  and  his  agents.  Con- 
gress had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  submitted  bis  plan, 
however,  to  Congress,  in  the  form  of  a  law,  for  their  ap- 
proval. They  hesitated  for  a  while,  and  grumbled  a  little; 
but,  not  daring  to  disobey,  they  at  length  again  complied 
with  his  requisitions,  went  through  all  the  unmeaning  forms 
and  idle  ceremonies  necessary  to  give  it  a  legal  shape,  for- 
got the  people  and  the  country,  and  again  echoed  the  will 
of  the  Executive ! 

Bat,  sir,  it  is  in  vain  lo  give  further  examples  of  the  en- 
tire dependence  of  this  House  on  the  Executive.  The 
President  has  been  passing  our  laws  I  Congress,  in  truth 
and  in  fact,  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  them  !  His  will 
has  been  supreme.  This  House,  instead  of  being  the  free 
representative  body  of  the  people,  has  been  the  representa- 
tive of  the  President ! 

But  the  bubble  has  at  length  burst.  The  gilded  project 
of  which  so  much  was  promised  and  so  much  expected  by 
an  injured  and  confiding  people,  is  at  an  end.  While  the 
people  stood  anxiously  awaiting  the  realization  of  its  prom- 
ised advantages,  it  suddenly  exploded,  and  involved  them 
and  their  business,  the  country,  its  exchanges,  currency, 
and  prosperity,  in  a  scene  of  confusion  and  distress  unpar- 
alleled in  the  annals  of  our  civil  history.  The  Govern- 
ment, from  a  hollow  and  bloated  appearance  of  sanity,  be- 
came suddenly  bankrupt.  'J'he  people  were  overwhelmed 
with  distress,  and  from  every  quarter  of  the  country  asked 
relief  from  the  evils  that  had  come  upon  them. 

Meeting,  then,  utider  these  circumstance,  I  ask  had  we 
not  a  right  to  expect  that  Congress  once  more  would  re- 
sume its  independence,  and  attend  faithfully  and  fearless- 
ly to  the  business  of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  ad- 
ministratis would  now  abandon  its  projects  and  give  over 
its  atteropu  to  sway  and  subjugate  and  enslave  the  repre- 


sentatives of  the  country  1  But  have  our  expectations 
been  realized?  What  have  we  been  about  1  What  have 
we  done  ?  Let  us  see  whether  we  have  not  again  been 
subserviently  echoing  the  will  of  the  Executive  1 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  to 
withhold  from  them  the  sum  of  upwards  of  nine  millions 
of  dollars,  which,  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  1 836,  we  had 
contracted  to  put  in  their  possession.  By  that  law  it  is 
provided  <*  that  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  reserving  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with 
the  States  in  proportion  to  their  respective  representation 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States."  Under  this  law  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  to 
reserve  five  millions  out  of  it  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  appropriate  the  balance,  whatever  it  might  be, 
to  the  States  as  already  mentioned.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  performed  Uiis  duty,  and  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury. 
He  reserved  the  five  millions,  and  then  announced  to  the 
different  States  of  the  Union,  that  there  was  in  the  Treas- 
ury, specifically  set  apart  for  them,  the  sum  of  thirty-seven 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  them  in  four  instalments. 
The  States  agreed  to  receive  the  money.  Three  instal- 
raenU  of  the  money  they  did  receive.  The  fourth  and 
last  instalment  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
was  to  have  been  paid  to  them  on  the  first  of  this  month. 
This  is  a  plain  unvarnished  statement  of  the  case.  Thus 
we  see  that  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  was  in 
the  Treasury  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  specifically  * 
set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  States.  There  it  \m8.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  counted  it  and  declarecT  it  to  be 
there.  Now,  wh>  has  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to 
the  States  1  Was  it  because  this  House  passed  a  bill  for 
the  postponement  of  the  last  payment?  No,  sir,  but  be- 
cause this  administration  had  previously  used  this  money 
for  their  own  purposes.  They,  Martin  Van  Buren  and 
his  administration,  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
squandered  this  money — and  when  the  representatives  of 
the  people  assemble  here  in  special  session,  we  are  inform- 
ed by  the  President  and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
the  money  that  was  in  the  Treasury  for  the  Slates  is  gone, 
has  evaporated,  and  that  we  will  have  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  one  fourth  of  it.  Thus  we  see  that  the  money 
was  used  by  the  administration.  The  President  and  his 
policy  have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment. Congress  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
money  was  there  for  the  States  on  the  first  of  January  last. 
When  we  met  here  in  eight  months  afterwards  it  was  not 
there.  Suppose  the  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
not  been  passed,  could  the  States  have  got  the  money  1 
.  No.  Why  t  Because  the  administration  had  previously 
used  the  money  that  was  specifically  set  apart  for  them. 
Thus  you  perceive  that  the  Executive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  And,  after  doing  this,  he  very  modestly  calls 
upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  lo  do  what  he  had  previously 
done  !  Well,  and  what  did*  Congress  do  1  Why  again 
they  echo  the  will  of  the  President,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  hnd  already  been  postponed,  and  declaring  a  solemn 
falsehood  to  the  whole  country,  that  we,  yes,  that  we  had 
withheld  from  the  people  of  the  States  nine  millions  and  a 
half  of  money,  when  it  had  been  done  months  before  by 
the  executive  rulers  of  our  country  ! 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  ihe  independence  of  this 
body  !  If  we  continue  thus  to  comply  with  the  behests 
of  power  and  to  delude  and  lietray  the  people,  I  ask,  in 
the  name  of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  our  country 
and  its  free  institulions  ? 

[Here  the  House  took  its  asual  recess.  After  the  re- 
cess Mr.  Natlob  resumed.] 
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Mr.  Chairman,  the  embarrassment  incident  to  my  no- 
vel situation,  and  the  excitement  which  hurried  me  on  to 
vindicate  Northern  people,  sustain  Northern  institutions, 
and  to  show  their  effect  upon  the  comn^unitj,  caused  me 
to  forget  this  morning  some  of  the  topics  that  I  had  intend- 
ed to  introduce,  and  to  enlarge  on  others  that  I  expected 
only  to  have  glanced  aL  It  is  too  late,  however,  to  take 
them  up  now.     I  will  go  on,  therefore,  where  I  left  off.^ 

The  second  great  measure  which  the  administration 
commanded  you  to  pass,  and  which  you  did  pass,  was  the 
bill  for  the  manufacture  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes. 
Ye«,  ten  millions  of  paper  money — ten  millions,  not  of 
bank  rags,  but  Government  rags — ten  millions  of  old  con- 
tinental paper — ten  millions  of  shin  plasters !  And  is  it 
possible  that  these  are  the  fruits  of  those  long  years  of  ex- 
citing, convulsing,  distracting  experiments,  which  our 
rulers  promised  us  should  produce  such  a  safe  and  conve- 
nient currency,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  gold  1  Ay, 
gold,  gold,  was  the  cry ;  and  now  we  have  gold  with  a 
vengeance!  The  banner  of  our  rulers  has  had  for  its 
motto,  not  our  country,  nor  liberty,  nor  patriotism,  nor 
union,  nor  any  other  ennobling  or  inspiring  sentiment ; 
no,  sir,  but  that  miserable  and  mercenary  promise  «  for 
gold,  gold,  gold."  For  years  have  our  people  been  mock- 
ed and  deluded  with  the  empty  promise  of  gold.  And 
now,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  reach  forth  their  ex- 
pecting hsnds  to  possess  it,  like  the  gold  which  is  said  to 
reward  a  bargain  with  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  it  turns  in 
their  grasp  into  dust  and  ashes!  The  Government  has 
been  raking  it  together  from  all  quarters  of  the  earth. 
They  have  wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  unrelenting  grasp 
from  the  possession  of  the  people.  They  have  forced  it 
out  of  circulation.  It  is  money  no  longer;  it  is  now 
merchandise.  It  is  bought  and  sold,  as  you  would  buy 
your  bread  or  any  other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life 
The  people  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their  debts 
to  the  Government.  And  what  does  the  Government  do 
with  iti  pay  it  back  to  the  people?  No,  sir,  no,  but^ 
magnanimously  gives  it  to  the  officeholders  !  The  office- 
holders then  sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven 
to  twelve  per  cent.  The  people  again  pay  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from  which,  as  before,  it  immediately  passes  to 
the  officeholders,  who  again  sell  it  ta  the  people  at  a  large 
profit.  Thus  it  moves  round  and  round  in  one  continued 
and  contracted  circle,  cursing  the  people,  and  taking  at 
every  turn  from  their  hard  earnings  the  amount  of  pre- 
mium paid  for  it,  and  enriching  the  pampered  officeholder, 
just  in  proportion  as  it  robs  them.  In  the  meantime  the 
officeholders  have  got  the  Government  exclusively  to  them- 
selves. They  have  all  the  gold  to  themselves.  They 
tell  «s  that  the  Government  and  the  people  must  be  sep- 
arate and  distinct,  that  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
Government  should  sympathize  with  their  sufferings,  or 
extend  relief  to  their  distresses.  And  how,  sir,  does  this 
golden  Government,  with  its  immense  professions,  pay  its 
own  debts?  What  do  they  give  to  the  hard  toiling  me- 
chanic— the  aged,  feeble  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  ?  And  what  has  the  country  for  a  curren- 
cy ?  Why,  rags,  rag^;  not  «  bank  rags"  alone;  no,  (for 
they  grow  more  scarce  every  day,)  but  all  kinds  of  rags — 
a  complete  piece  of  patch  work,  an  undistinguished  gath- 
ering together  of  rottenness  and  confusion.  And,  to  crown 
the  whole,  the  President  and  his  gilded  partisans,  have 
passed  the  bill  for  the  manufacture  of  ten  millions  more  of 
rags,  with  which  still  further  to  curse  the  country— the 
bill  creating  ten  millions  of  paper  money  for  the  people ! 

In  the  name  of  Heaven,  I  a-tk,  when  will  this  evil  end? 
When  will  members  of  CongR'ss  be  members  of  Congress, 
break  the  shackles  that  bind  them  to  the  blind  and  dark  and 
ferocious  spirit  of  power,  and  stand  forth  the  free  represent- 
atives of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  an  awful  roekoning  mast  the  peo 


pie  have  with  those  in  power  ?  Sir,  the  account  must  be 
made  up  sooner  or  later,  between  them  and  those  rulers 
who  have  been  promising  only  to  deceive  them,  sporting 
with  their  hopes,  trampling  down  their  interests,  marring 
their  enterprises,  and  bruising  their  tenderest  sympathies. 
The  day  of  reckoning  must  come,  will  come !  As  certain- 
ly as  truth  must  prevail  over  error,  as  certainly  as  rights 
must  be  vindicated  and  Injuries  redressed,  so  certainly  will 
the  people  have  justice,  ay,  and  vengeance  too,  for  the 
many  wrongs  with  which  a  long  course  of  misrule  has  visi- 
ted them.  We  have  already  beard  the  rumbling  at  a  dis- 
tance. The  volcano  will  burst  forth.  I  warn  gentle- 
men—I warn  the  administration,  to  **Aee  from  the  wrath  to 
come !" 

But,  sir,  I  have  again  been  hurried  beyond  my  subject. 
I  intended  to  have  alluded  to  the  Treasury  note  bill  only 
to  show  that  this  measure,  like  all  others,  had  been  passed 
in  conformity  with  the  President's  will. 

The  oppoi^ition  in  this  House  did  all  that  reasonnble  men 
could  do  to  prevent  its  passage.  One  submitted  a  plan 
for  the  collection  of  the  debts  owing  by  the  deposite  banks, 
and  showing  conclusively  that,  by  this  means,  the  Govern- 
ment could  get  their  money  from  the  banks  and  be  saved 
the  mortifying  expedient  of  issuing  ten  millions  of  rag 
money.  But  no,  it  would  not  do.  His  proposition  was 
not  listened  to.  Another  gentleman  submitted  a  plan  for 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  which  were  given  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  yet  due  to  the  Government ; 
proving  satisfactorily  that  this  would  entirely  disconnect  tlie 
Government  from  the  bank,  and  raise  money  amply  suffi- 
cient to  dispense  with  the  issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes. 
No,  they  would  have  Treasury  notes.  The  President  had 
recommended  them,  and  of  course  his  recommendation 
must  become  a  law.  So  accustomed  are  the  President  and 
heads  of  Departments  to  consider  their  recommendations  as 
having  the  force  of  law,  and  so  certain  was  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  Treasury  notes  would  be  issued, 
that  a  month  before  the  bill  was  passed  for  that  purpose, 
we  find  him  writing  circulars  to  many  of  the  banks,  and  a 
great  number  of  the  large  capitalists  in  the  country,  huck- 
stering these  very  notes  about  for  sale !  What  a  humilia- 
ting commentary  upon  the  independence  of  the  people's 
representatives  in  Congress ! 

But,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  knew  that  this 
House  would  not  disregard  the  will  of  the  Executive.  Yon 
did  again  echo  that  will.  The  law  is  passed.  The  ad- 
ministration designed  to  establish  a  great  Treasury  bank. 
The  design  is  as.  evident  as  the  sun  in  a  doudlesa  heaven 
at  noonday.  They  knew  that  they  could  deceive  the  peo- 
ple no  longer  with  the  golden  humbug.  They  have  now 
established  their  bank.  You  have  ordered  the  issue  of  ten 
millions  of  its  notes  to  begin  with.  These  are  all,  and  the 
only  gold  which  the  suffering  people  of  this  country  will 
ever  get  from  this  false  and  deceitful  administration !  7'bese, 
sir,  are  solemn  truths,  and  why  should  I  fear  to  utter 
them? 

What  next?  The  next  great  measure  that  we  have  re- 
commended to  us  is  the  last  great  experiment  of  those  in 
power,  the  «*  Sub-Treasury  System."  This  project  has 
not  yet  received  the  sanction  of  this  House^  and  I  pray 
Heaven  that  it  never  may.  It  is  now  before  us  for  consid- 
eration. I  purpose,  in  conclusion,  to  make  a  few  hasty  re- 
marks upon  it.  I  am  ofiposed  to  this  measure.  Although 
not  yet  approved  by  Congress,  it  is  now  in  operation.  W« 
see  its  workings.  We  have  eaten  of  its  fruits,  and,  for 
myself,  they  are  distasteful  to  me.  I  loathe  them.  I  am 
for  cutting  down  the  tree  that  produced  them. 

Sir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals who  are  dependent  alone  on  the  will  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  their  continuance  in  office,  all,  yes  all  the  count- 
less millions  of  tbe  money  of  this  Government  fur  disburse- 
ment and  aafe-keeping.    These  men  are  to  receive  it,  hold 
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it,  UM  it,  when  and  as  they  please,  with  no  earthly  harrier 
between  it  and  the  temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own 
oaee,  ^lieh  the  personal  custody  of  such  immense  treasures 
must  ofier,  than  the  feeble  restraioU  of  poor,  weak,  fallible 
human  nature,  and  the  fear  of  the  coosequences  which 
might  result  from  an  ultimate  detection. 

How  many  receivers  and  holders  of  the  public  money,  or, 
in  other  words,  hew  many  « sob-treasurers*'  there  will 
be  scattered  throughout  the  whole  eitent  of  this  wide 
spread  country,  no  man  can  at  present  determine.  In 
France,  where  a  similar  system  prevails,  there  are  one 
hundred  thousand !  Here,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
time,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that.  These  men  are 
to  hold  and  absolutely  possess  the  whole  treasures  of  the 
nation.  Some  of  tbem,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will 
have  millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time.  One  un- 
interropted  golden  current  will  be  continually  pouring  in 
upon  them.  What  a  temptation,  (even  aside  from  party 
political  influences)  is  thus  oflbred  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  occasionally  or  continually,  as  need  or  circumstan- 
ces may  require !  Sir,  the  temptation  will  be  irresistible. 
Surrounded  by  needy  or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whose 
families  and  fortunes  they  may  think  will  be  comforted  or 
rspaired  by  a  timely  loan ;  in  the  very  midst  of  the  exciting 
whirl  of  speculation,  with  Fortune's  dealing  visions  urging 
them  on  to  use  the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and 
embark  in  schemes  promising  to  result  in  the  enjoyment  of 
immense  possessions,  and  with  the  full  certainty  that  a  tem- 
poiary  ose  of  even  large  amounts,  cannot  be  discovered ; 
taking  into  consideration  with  these  circumstances  the  iact 
that  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of  these  men — ^I 
say  they  will,  in  some  cases,  inevitably  misappropriate  the 
money.  Large  amounts  of  it  most  be  lost.  The  treasures 
of  the  country  will  be  plundered.  Under  such  a  system, 
there  u  no  safety  for  the  public  funds. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  only  evil  tliat  I  see  in  this  meas- 
ure. The  loos  of  the  public  moneys  will  be  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  moral  and  political  evils  that  must  flow  from 
it.  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  was  the  sublime  prayer 
of  our  God.  Our  rulers,  disregarding  this  divine  lesson, 
seem  determinod  to  surround  their  public  officers  with  a 
consuming  fire  of  temptation,  from  which  there  is  to  be  no 
hope  of  escape.  Their  consciences  are  to  he  seared,  and 
they  are  to  go  abroad  corrupted  and  corrupting  until  the 
whole  body  politic  Lecomes  one  offensive  mass  of  putridity, 
smelling  to  heaven  and  tainting  the  very  atmosphere  of 
freedom.  This  may  be  strong  language.  But  I  see  the 
evil  strongly.     I  ieei  it  strongly. 

I  have  heard  of  the  danger  of  uniting  the  purse  and  the 
sword.  All  the  unions  of  this  kind,  heretofore  deprecated 
as  existing  in  this  country,  are  as  ropes  of  sand  or  bonds 
of  gossamer  compared  to  what  will  be  the  case  if  you  pass 
this  bill !  You  will  not  only  unite  one  purse  and  one 
swonJ — no,  sir,  you  will  unite  one  hundred  thousand  purses 
and  one  hundred  thousand  swords— all  ready  to  yield  up 
their  treasures  and  leap  from  their  scabbards  at  the  nod  or 
sumping  of  the  foot  of  one  man  ! 

A  **  sub-Treasury  bill,"  it  is  gently  termed  in  this 
House.  Before  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  deluding 
the  people  and  exciting  popular  feelings  in  its  favor,  you 
name  it  a  "bill  to  divorce  the  lyovernment  from  the 
banks."  But  what  is  it?  Trampling  the  mere  name 
under  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  as  it  is,  stripped  and 
naked  in  all  ito  edious  deformity — I  ask  what  is  it  1  Why, 
sir,  it  is  a  bill  for  arresting  the  flow  of  our  prosperity-— for 
subv6fting  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republic — a 
bill  for  laying  the  comer  stone  of  despotism.  How  do 
those  in  power  recommend  it  to  ns  ?  What  arguments  do 
they  urge  in  favor  of  its  adoption  1  «•  Oh,"  they  say,  "it 
is  no  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flourishes  in 
Prussia  and  Austria — it  has  grown  into  full  and  vigorous 
perfection  in  Russia.  It  prevails  in  Turkey  and  in  every 
despotism  of  the  new  and  old  world." 


My  heart  shudders,  my  blood  curdles  at  their  recom- 
mendations. In  every  country  under  heaven  where  such  a 
system  prevails,  the  people  an  trampled  on  and  plundered 
of  their  rights ;  ground  down  to  the  very  dust  by  the  awful 
despotism  of  their  rulers ;  bought  and  sold  like  cattle  with 
the  earth,  persecuted  by  power,  plundered  by  these  very 
sub-treasurers,  «  chained  to  the  brutes  and  fettered  to  the 
soil."  And  yet,  sir,  this  administration  and  its  advocates 
urge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  as  almost  the 
only  argument  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  their  hateful 
scheme.  They  tell  us  that  their  plan  works  very  well  in 
those  countries.  But  they  do  not  tell  us  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotism,  without  which  the  people  could 
not  be  kept  in  slavery  !  Yes,  the  plan  does  work  well  in 
despotisms.  It  does  the  work  eflectually.  It  works  ad- 
mirably well.  It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  which  it 
was  designed — that  of  plundering  and  enslaving  the  peo4 
pie,  whilst  it  deprives  them  of  the  power  of  resistance ! 

Where  am  II  Is  it  possible  that  here,  in  this  mighty 
capital  of  the  only  free  republic  on  earth,  with  the  deeds 
of  our  gallant  fathers  still  green  in  our  memories,  with  here 
and  there  one  of  their  lingering  associates  now  gazing  upon 
our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  of  Yorktown  yet  ring- 
ing in  our  ears— is  it  possible,  I  say,  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  we  can  calmly  listen  to  a  proposition  to  sban- 
don  the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  from  its  begin- 
ning to  this  day,  despise  and  denounce  the  wisdom  of  its 
immortal  founder,  reject  a  course  which  has  secured  an  un- 
exampled prosperity  to  our  country,  and  the  utmost  stretch 
of  liberty  to  ourselves-*  and  'turn  back  and  affectionately 
embrace — hug  to  our  bosoms,  as  jewels  above  all  price, 
the  barbarous  institutions  ot  the  dark  and  benighted  despot- 
isms of  the  old  word  1  Are  we  to  torn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
counsels  of  our  revolutionary  sages  and  receive  for  our 
guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  autocrats  and  tyrants  1  Sir, 
is  the  republican  seed,  scattered  far  and  wide  by  our  im- 
mortal sires,  to  be  eradicated  with  our  own  hands — Mid  aro 
we  to  transplant  into  our  fertile  soil  the  sickly  shoots  of 
despotism,  and  nurse  and  water  and  cherish  them  into 
health  and  vigor  and  fructification  1  Heaven  forbid.  Let 
every  man  who  wishes  well  to  our  republican  institutions 
put  the  seal  of  his  reprobation  on  this  scheme. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  <<  sub-Treasury  system"  is  one 
of  the  great  means  used  by  the  autocrats  of  Europe  for  per. 
petuating  their  tyrannies.  In  the  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is 
an  engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  appoints  every  offi- 
cer. They  are  all  absolutely  dependent  upon  him,  and 
are  appointed  to  do  his  bidding.  They  are  responsible  to 
him  alone.  They  aro  scattered  all  over  the  empire.  Every 
petty  district  has  its  officer  to  receive  and  hold  the  ra venues 
of  the  Government.  They  .have  immediate  communica- 
tion with  tlie  people.  Of  course,  as  the  interest  of  the 
officer  binds  him  to  serve  his  sovereign,  and  as  there  is  no 
one  to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  receives  can 
be  used  in  influencing  the  people  (or  subjects  as  they  are 
there  called)  in  any  way  desirable.  Thus  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  these  little  treasurers  are  using  the 
money  in  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to  produoe  the  de- 
sired influence  on  the  people.  And  yet,  in  a  moment,  the 
whole  treasure  can  be  collected  in  one  concentrated  mass  at 
the  nod  of  the  monarch.  This  is  uU  done  silently  and  se- 
cretly. The  evil  is  felt  and  no  one  can  tell  whence  it  comes. 
Despotism  is  upon  them,  and  Ibey  have  no  means  to  break  it. 

This  system  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  despotism,  is 
the  very  one  which  the  bill  under  consideration  proposes 
to  introduce  into  this  country..  It  will  make  the  power  of 
the  President  as  supreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  En- 
rope.  You  will  have  a  hundred  thousand  officeholders 
appointed  by  the  President,  holding  their  office  at  his 
pleasure,  dependent  upon  his  will  for  the  very  bread  they 
eat,  and  commissioned  to  do  his  bidding.  Every  neighbor- 
hood will  have  within  iu  narrow  confines  one  of  these 
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<<8ub-treA8urer8,"  **to  harase  the  people  and  eat  out 
their  substance.'*  The  lan^  wilt  be  filled  with  spies  and 
informers.  All  the  public  money,  millions  on  millions, 
will  be  in  their  hands !  It  will  be  scattered  about  among 
their  partisans,  become  the  source  of  countless  demoralizing 
speculations  upon  the  industry  and  property  of  the  people, 
and  must  inevitably  end  in  concentrating  all  power  in  the 
breast  of  the  Executive.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
provisions  in  all  their  ramifications,  and  there  will  be  no 
salvation  for  this  republic;  republican  ibrms  may  exist,  but 
despotism  will  be  iu  very  life-blood,  ito  pervading  spirit. 

This  scheme  will  not  only  increase  the  number  of  your 
officers  four-fold,  and  thus  quadruple  the  taxes  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  it  will  furnish  Government  with  an  irresistible 
means  of  controlling  the  popular  will.  These  ofliieers  must 
use  the  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  masters.  They 
are  appointed  for  that  purpose.  He  who  would  dare  refuse 
to  do  their  bidding  would  not  only  be  instantly  dismissed, 
but  hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  consideration  ;  yes, 
be  denationalized  and  proscribed  by  the  hireling  backs  of 
party  power. 

Will  any  gentleman  dare  say  that  those  evils  are  all  im- 
aginary 1  What  takes  place  in  one  country  wiH,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  take  place  in  another.  This  system 
is  the  one  by  which  despotism  perpetuates  itself  all  over  the 
world.  Why  can  it  not,  why  will  it  not,  be  used  for  the 
same  purpose  here  1  Is  it  for  the  want  of  a  disposition  in  our 
rulers  ?  What  takes  place  among  us  now  ?  Do  not  those 
in  power  attempt  to  force  the  minds  of  the  people  to  think 
vrtth  them  1  Do  they  follow  the  popular  will,  or  do  they 
make  the  popular  will  bend  to  their  decrees  t  Sir,  ray 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  SxaezANT]  told  a  grave  tmth 
the  other  day,  when  he  said  that  Government  carried  every 
thing  by  a  war.  It  singles  out  its  object,  selects  its  plan, 
adopts  its  measures,  and  then  opens  its  campaign,  and, 
with  its  countless  officeholders,  vast  treasures,  and  im- 
mense power  and  patronage,  enters  the  field,  marshals  all 
the  **  failhfaP  to  its  standard,  shoots  as  deserters  all  who 
fly,  and  marches  onward  crashing  those  who  dare  oppose  ! 

There  was  a  time  in  the  days  of  JefTerson— in  the  good 
old  days  of  real  democracy — ^when  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment interfering  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  or  attempt- 
ing to  influence  the  popular  will,  was  instantly  dismissed 
from  ofllce.  It  was  the  cardinal  maxim  of  the  administra- 
tion of  this  illustrious  man  <*that  an  officer  who  would  at- 
tempt to  use  his  power  and  influence  to  control  public 
opinion  should  at  once  lose  his  office."  This  was  the 
fundamental  la<v  of  JefTersonian  democracy.  Now,  sir, 
those  who  claim  to  t>e  the  exclusivo  democrats  of  the  land 
have  reversed  this  law.  The  maxim  at  present  is,  *'tbat 
the  officer  of  the  General  Government  who  does  not  use 
all  his  power  and  influence  to  control  the  people  shall  be 
forthwith  dismissed."  Hence,  sir,  wo  find  that  it  is  the 
officeholders  all  over  the  Union  who  fight  the  political  bat- 
tles for  the  atlminstration.  They  mtiM  do  it;  they  are 
bound  to  do  it ;  and  they  (/o  do  it 

In  the  election  which  resulted  in  sending  me  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  into  this  hall,  the  officeholders  of 
the  General  Government  of  my  own  and  the  neighboring 
districts  were  the  persona  who  bore  all  the  heat  and  labor 
of  the  campaign,  and  did  all  the  speech-making  against 
me.  Not  only  that,  sir ;  but  at  least  one  person  residing 
here,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  this  grand  seat  of  Ex- 
ecutive power,  holding  a  lucrative  situation  nnder  the  Gov- 
ernment, halving  his  sons  employed  here  in  Government 
departments,  lefl  his  family,  travelled  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  to  get  into  my  district,  and  there  mounte«]  the 
stump,  became  an  open-mouthed  brawling  advocate  of 
party  power,  called  upon  the  people  to  reject  mc,  and  come 
to  the  support  of  his  master  in  Washington.  Sir,  if  such 
scenes  are  familiar  to  ns  now,  what  will  take  placo  when 
you  make  four  times  the  number  of  officers,  and  place  mil- 


lions and  tens  of  millions  of  puMie  money  in  their  bands  1 
My  heart  shudders  at  the  contemplation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown  that  this  systenMis  the 
engine  of  tyranny  wherever  it  exists,  and  that  the  example 
of  other  nations,  urged  upon  us  by  its  advocates,  are  at! 
derived  from  despotism. 

They  nrge  another  argument  in  iavor  of  this  measore, 
which  consorts  in  all  things  with  the  one  just  mentioned. 
They  say  that  the  effects  of  this  scheme  will  be  to  destroy 
the  whole  system  of  credit.  It  is  true  that  wherever  this 
« sub-Treasury  scheme"  exists  there  is  no  credit  except 
upon  the  most  narrow  and  limited  scale.  Nor  is  this  sin- 
gular. Recollect  that  this  system  prevafla  only  in  tyran- 
nies. The  absence  of  credit  is  one  of  the  grand  character* 
istics  of  despotism  all  over  the  world.  Every  body  must 
know,  or  can  know  if  he  wHI,  that  a  well-regulated  credit 
system  and  despotism  never  have  existed,  do  not,  and 
cannot  exist  together.  It  matters  not  what  the  forms  of  a 
Government  may  be ;  if  a  system  of  genera!  credit  prevails 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  the  heart  and  spirit  of  despot- 
ism must  be  crashed  and  broken. 

There  is  no  credit  system  in  Russia,  Prassia,  Austria, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Spain,  Turkey,  nor  in  any  other  coun- 
try under  heaven,  where  the  people  are  in  chains  and 
wretchedness,  misery  and  degradation.  Nor  is  this  all. 
The  converse  of  the  proposition  is  trae.  There  is  no 
country  in  which  a  well-regulated  credit  system  prevails 
where  the  people  are  in  bondage.  It  is  a  fact,  which  no 
man  having  any  respect  for  truth  can  deny,  tint  just  in 
proportion  as  a  sound  credit  prevails  in  any  ooantry,  in  the 
same  proportion  are  the  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  happi- 
ness and  civil  and  political  liberty. 

The  reason  for  all  this  is  very  obvious.  What  is  credit ! 
It  is  trust,  confidence,  belief  and  fiiith  in  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity of  man.  It  was  the  first  kind  of  money,  opun 
which  all  other  money  is  founded.  It  existed  before  paper 
or  letters  were  dreanted  of,  and  long  before  the  metals,  either 
precious  or  base,  were  extracted  from  the  gtoomy  bowels  of 
the  earth. 

In  the  early  stages  of  society,  men  obtained  from  eadi 
other  the  product  of  their  labors  by  barter  or  exehangeu 
The  artisan  would  exchange  his  wares  for  the  gaiii  of  ilie 
husbandman.  If  he  wanted  bread  and  had  nothing  at  the 
time  to  give  in  exchange,  the  farmer,  giving  credit  to  hie 
integrity,  would  furnish  him  with  bre%d  stuff  on  his  pro- 
mise to  give  him  his  wares  in  retura  when  convenient. 
This  credit  was,  therefore,  the  only  money  then.  It  was 
nothing  but  confidence  cf  one  man  in  another !  In  order 
to  get  this  confidence  or  credit  it  was  necessary  that  a  man 
should  be  honest  Thus  it  improved  the  morals  of  man- 
kind. The  more  it  was  used  iho  closer  did  it  unite  men 
in  society ;  because  it  mado  men,  in  a  degree,  dependent 
upon  one  another,  and  made  each  individual  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  whole.  Thus  it  encouraged  the  kindlier 
sympathies  and  humanized  the  human  family.  When  H 
passed  from  hand  to  hand,  or  in  other  words,  when  the 
farmer  passed  the  promise  of  the  artizan  to  his  neighbor  for 
something  that  he  wanted  of  him,  it  became  circulating 
credit  or  confidence  ;  and  as  that  became  widely  extended 
from  man  to  man,  it  associated  together  into  one  family 
and  in  one  interest  the  most  distant  inhabitants  of  a. 
whole  empire. 

Thua,  sir,  it  becomes  the  bond  of  society.  It  introduces 
man  to  his  fellow,  and  gives  mutual  confidence.  It  pro- 
motes travel,  improves  the  country,  facilitatea  civilization, 
develops  industry,  quickens  the  mental  faculties,  expands 
moral  and  charitable  feelings,  unites  men  together  by  the 
gentlest,  but  strongest  of  all  ties,  and  teaches  them  thetr 
power.  Thid  is  the  reason  why  credit  and  de»potism  wre 
never  found  together.  It  makes  men  too  strong  for 
tyrants !  Were  it  possible  to  diffuse,  at  once,  throughout 
all  Russia  the  credit  that  prevails  in  this  country,  the  iroxx 
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bonds  of  Rosriaa  despotbm  would  be  bont  Bsander  as  by 
nif  ie,  and  the  RtMsian  serf,  tpringing  at  once  into  the 
foil  dipiitj  of  freedom,  would  stand  erect  and  unshackled  ! 

It  b  the  policy  of  tyrants  to  kcepnheir  subjects  apart. 
They  are  for  weakeiling  the  ties  that  bind  them  together. 
They  are  for  disconnecting  every  man  from  hb  neiglibor — 
forcin^litm  to  stand  isolated  And  alone;  sowing  the  seeds 
of  jealousy,  distrust,  and  individual  disunion,  destroying 
all  combinations^  and  making  every  one  depend  alone  upon 
the  sovereign  power. 

This  slate  of  things  eannot  exist  with  a  credit  system. 
Credit  gives  men  one  interest,  makes  them  depend  upon 
one  another,  and  combines  them  into  one  irresistible  whole. 
Therefore  it  is  that  despots  are  at  war  with  credit.  They 
must  keep  men  apart'  in  savage,  barbarous,  desolate  isola- 
tion.- The  moment  a  common  interest,  given  1^  a  com- 
msn  ondeTstanding  and  mutual  confidence,  combines  them 
together,  they  become  irresistible  in  power ;  apd  despotism 
flies  before  them.  This,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  liberty  snd 
ciedil  are  found  side  by  side  together  wherever  eithef  of 
them  have  an  ezisleace.     They  are  never  found  apart. 

Look  at  all  the  non-credit  countries  of  Europe.  They 
are  all  despotisms,  every  on^  of  them!  And  what  ave 
they  doing  foreman,  for  oivilinition,  for  the  spread  of  free 
principlesl  Why-  nothing,  absolutely  nothing !  There 
they  an  in  chains  and  wretchedness,  without  liberty,  with- 
out domestic  comfort,  enveloped  in  ignorance  and  barbar- 
ism, witboot  even  the  hope  of  rational  freedom  to  cheer 
and  brighten  up  the  future. 

Now  torn  your  eyes  to  old  England— the  credit  country 
of  the  world,  our  «  father  land,** — ^tbe  land  from  which 
most  of  us  derived  our  blood  and  our  name.  Look  at  her 
mannftetnce^,  her  arts,  her  literature,  learning,  science, 
and  her  civilization,  that  carries  a  portion  of  comfort  and 
liberty  into  every  cottage  throughout  h^  island  domain  ; 
with  her  fleets  on  every  ocean,  her  commerce  embracing  the 
whole  world,  diffusing  her  language,  institutions,  and  free 
principles  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth  4  overrun- 
ning  India,  Blliog  up  Ne«r  Holland,  peopling  all  the  South 
sea  idands,  and  everywhere  planting  the  standird  of  civil- 
isation, diristianity,  and  civil  and  political  liberty! 
Whilst  other  European  nations  are  stationary,  England,  by 
her  moral  power,  derived,*  in  a  great  degree,  from  her  credit 
system,  is  producing  a  moral  and  political  revolution 
throngbout  the  globe. 

Sir,  let  us  recross  the  Atlantic  and  turn  our  attention  to 
America,  and  see  what  the  people  are  doing  tliere.  Look  to 
Mexico  and  the  8ouih  American  Governmenu.  That  part 
of  the  ooontry  was  first  discovereS  and  first  peopled.  The 
inhabitants  are  in  possession  bf  inexhaustible  mines  of  the 
precious  metals ;  hard  money  is  no  scarcity  there.  Biit 
they  have  no  credit  System,  and  therefore  no  confidence  in 
one  another.  They  have  no  liberty,  not  even  proper  no^ 
lions  of  Kbertj.  They  have  no  oomrherce,  no  agriculture 
deaerving  of  the  name,  no  navy,  no  manufactures,  no  arts, 
no  internal  improvements,  no  literature,  no  science;  but 
with  an  abundance  of  gold,  they  are  benighted,  ignoront, 
miserabte,  wretched,  enslaved,  and  oppressed,  but  one  de- 
gree removed  from  the  brutes  around  them  !  Their  whole 
history  is  but  one  unmitigated  narmtivo  of  sa'vage  discord, 
xnnnlvr,  rapine,  and  bloodshed ;  mad  infuriate  revolution, 
and  aangaioary  insurrection  !  These  are  the  people,  and 
tMae  are  the  institutions  that  are  held  up  to  us  for  our 
example!  ' 

Af£er  this  view  of  the  degnulation,  wretchedness,  and 
siavcry  of  the  aouthem  part  of  America,  with  what  feelings 
of  pride  and  patriotic  exultation  can  we  return  to  our  own 
proad  and  happy  United  States.  I  will  not  pretend  to 
•peak  of  her  glory,  prosperity,  and  advonrement,  nor  ]>or- 
tray  the  virtue,  intelligence,  genius,  skill,  and  hardy  and 
adventmoas  enterprise  of  her  people.  ITnder  the  influence 
of  bar  present 4nstitution%  she. has  don^,  ond  is  now 
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doing,  more  for  her  ov^n  people,  more  for  the  cause  of 
human  rights,  more  for  civilization,  more  for  the  elevation 
of  morals  and  of  mind,  and  more  for  the  whole  human 
fiimiJy,  than  any  other  nation  that  has,  or  ever  had  ex- 
istence. 

Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  every  patriot  in  this  House — ^I  care 
not  by  what  party  name  he  may  be  called — I  solemnly  appeal 
to  every  man  in  the  country  ;  I  ask  you  oil,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  abandon  the  means  which  have  placed  yourKNes 
and  your  country  on  such  high  grounds,  and  adopt  in  their 
stead  the  miserable,  unnatural,  and  wretched  policy  of  the 
foul,  rank,  brutal  despotisms  of  the  earth  1  Will  you  follow 
in  the  paths  whlth  your  fathers  have  made  holy,  and  which 
have  led  to  glory,  peace,  liberty,  prosperity,  and  unbounded 
comfort — or  will  you  obliterate  every  trace  that  they  left 
behind  them,  shut  your  eyes  against  the  brightness  of  the 
past,  destroy  evory  germ  of  hope  as  to  the  future,  and  follow 
that  rugged  and  that  crooked  way  which  has  always  termi- 
nated in  tyranny,  degradation,  wretchedness,  and  wo  ?  As 
for  myself,  my  mind  is  made  up ;  I  am  for  abiding  by  what 
has  l)een  tried.     I  must  vote  against  this  bill. 

One  word  more  as  to  credit,  and  I  am  done.  I  know, 
sir,  the  evils  of  credit:  I  know  how  it  may  be,  how  it  is 
abused.  I  have  ever  been  a  bold  and  open  opponent  of  its 
abuses.  I  have,  for  years,  taken  an  active  stand  against 
the  inordinate  increase  of  banks.  I  have  spoken  against  it. 
I  have  written  against  it.  I  have  petitioned  and  remonstra- 
ted against  it.  I  have  done  all  that  a  reasonable  man  could 
do  to  limit  their  number,  and  check  their  abuses.  Yes,  and 
I  have  seen  the  very  men  who  now  so  bitterly  oppose  all 
credit,  within  six  years,  double  the  number  of  those  hanks, 
and  more  than  double  the  banking  capital  of  the  country ! 

Credit  has  been  abused.  But  it  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  destroyed.  The  abuse  of  any  thing,  is  no  argument 
against  it.  The  best  of  institutions  are  always  those  that 
are  abused  most  In  the  name  of  our  holy  religion  the 
earth  has  been  deluged  with  blood,  and  countless  millions 
have  been  consumed  in  the  flames  of  martyrdom.  But  this 
is  no  argument  against  either  the  truth,  necessity,  or  value 
of  our  religion.  Let  us,  therefore,  labor  to  purge  our  credit 
system  of  its  abuses.  To  destroy  it,  would  be  to  break 
down  all  confidence  between  man  and  man,  nnd  restore 
once  more  the  savage,  desolating  reign  of  barbarism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  beg  gentlemen  to  paufte — pans^ 
before  they  pass  this  bill.  It  is  now  nearly  six  weeks  since 
the  commencement  of  this  session  ;  during  which  time,  we 
have  been  in  this  hall  night  and  day.  We  como  at  early 
morning,  the  day  passes  away,  and  the  darkness  of  mid- 
night still  finds  us  here.  We  have  had  no  time  for  reading, 
for  thought,  reflection,  research,  or  calm  and  dispassionate 
examination.  Wearied  and  jaded  and  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
the  President  and  his  partisans  have  been  hurrying  and 
lashing  us  into  their  measures.  We  have  been  forced 
to  sit  here  night  and  day  on  purpose  to  prevent  discussion, 
and  to  compel  us,  right  or  wrong,  to  sanction  the  plans  of 
the  Executive.  Wo  have  been  openly  called  upon  by  the 
leader  of  the  administration  party  in  the  House  [Mr.  Caic- 
BRELSiro]  not  to  deliberate, ^discuss,  and  honest! v  make  up 
our  minds — No,  sir,  no ;  but  to  **  toe  the  mark  !*'  We  have 
invoked  gentlemen  to  rush  tu  the  rescue  of  liberty  sufTering, 
of  our  country  bleeding,  and  our  people  overwhelmed  with 
distress  t  Our  appeals  have  been  met  with  but  one  answer — 
"  toe  the  mark  !'*  **  toe  the  mark  !" 

But  a  few  days  since  I  picked  up  from  the  floor  of  this 
House,  a  petition  of  nearly  one  thousand  inbabilants  of 
Mobile,  setting  forth  in  eloquent  language  the  accumulated 
evils  and  distresses  which  had  borne  thom  down  to  the 
earth,  and  praying  as  a  remedy  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional specie  paying  institution  by  Congress,  There  was 
the  petition  on  the  floor — trampled  upon — spitten  upon— • 
blurred  and  blotted  and  stained  !  And  at  that  very  mo- 
ment—yes,  at  that  very  roomentj  an  honorable  gentleman 
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from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bt3«yjx,]  was  addreasing  the 
Hoasc  and  characterizing  such  petitioners  as  panic-makers^ 
speculators,  and  rag  barons!  Great  Heaven!  I  exclaimed 
to  m^elf,  can  such  things  be  1  The  peltiiohs  of  freemen 
trampled  under  foot,  and  the  |>eli tinners  themselves  de- 
nounced by  their  own  representatives  !  I  sprung  to  my 
feet  at  the  first  opportunity  ;  but  before  my  mouth  was 
opened,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  CusHMAN,]  whose  head  is  said  to  ** blossom  and 
bloum  with  the^previous  question,*'  availed  himself  of  his 
privilege.  The  previous  question  was  moved — and  there 
could  be  no  reply. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  mode  in  which  measures  have  been 
forced  through  the  House  during  this  B&ssion.  It  is  now 
time  to  pause.  I  solemnly  believe  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  and  the  *' sub-Treasury  system"  cannot  long 
exist  together.  It  will  check  the  tide  of  our  advancement. 
It  will  endanger  our  liberties.  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
pause  ere  the  Rubicon  be  passed. 

Before  Mr.  Natlob  had  concluded  his  remarks,  as  giv- 
en entire  above,  the  House  took  its  usual  recess  till  four 
o'clock. 

KvENIIfO  Sjcssiox. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  ELY  MOORE  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Afr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  a  degree  of  reluctance  that  I 
soticit  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session.  It  is  well  known  that,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  troubled  it  but  sel- 
dom with  remarks  of  my  own.  Indeed,  I  have  long  con- 
sidered it  neither  proper  nor  respectful  in  any  member  of 
any  legislative  body  to  engross  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  pub- 
lic business  in  speech -making,  unless  the  speaker  have  it  in 
his  power  to  impart  some  important  information,  or  shed 
new  light  on  the  subject  of  debate.  And  here,  sir,  I  feel 
bound  to  confess  that,  were  I  now  to  bo  governed  strictly 
by  this  rule,  I  would  have  refrained  from  participating  iu 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  say  that,  such  is  the  poor  and 
unprofitable  fashion  of  the  tunes,  unless  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives occasionally  make  long  and  lusty  speeches,  they 
are  but  too  liable  to  incur  the  people's  displeasure.  And  for 
this  reason  they  oflen  deem  it  expedient  to  make  elaborate 
speeches  on  some  given  sultjecl,  that  shall,  when  printed, 
occupy  so  many  columns  of  a  newspaper,  or  so  many  pages 
of  a  pamphlet.  In  order  to  comply  with  this  requisition, 
the  member  is  often  compelled,  especially  when  the  subject 
does  not  happen  to  be  a  very  fruitful  one,  or  the  speaker  does 
not  chance  to  possess  that  kind  of  creative  power  which  can 
produce  something  out  of  nothing,  so  to  draw  out  and  dilate 
his  ideas,  that  the  reader,  should  he  judge  from  their  texture 
and  gossamer  properties,  would  be  liable  to  conclude,  that, 
like  the  spider  s  web,  they  had  been  spun  rather  from  the 
bowels  than  the  brain.  The  cause  of  this  evil,  sir,  lies,  in  a 
great  mea-ure,  with  the  people  themselves.  The  represent- 
ative, unless  he  inflicts  some  half  dozen  speeches  upon  the 
body  to  which  he  may  belong,  in  the  course  of  a  session — 
whether  called  for  or  not,  whether  to  the  purpose  or  not — 
returns  to  his  constituents  under  the  apprehension  that  he 
will  not  receive  at  their  hands  the  gratifying  welcome  of 
*'  well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,"  The  political  as- 
pirant, therefore,  must  either  make  up  his  mind  to  swim 
with  the  current  of  public  opinion,  and  speak  often,  or  to 
remain  silent,  and  sink  beneath  its  waves.  And  as  legis- 
lators, like  other  men,  are  more  or  less  moved  by  self-love, 
pride,  and  ambition — ^passions  upon  which  hang  the  fever 
of  the  world,  and  which  stimulate  men  to  action — they  arc 
but  too  liable  to  consult  their  own  rather  than  their  coun- 
try's interest,  and  to  embarrass  the  business  of  the  nation, 
by  making  speeches  designed  for  home  consumption,  and 


their  own  political  aggrandisement.  Sir,  I  intend  no  dis- 
respect to  the  members  of  this  body,  nor  to  the  people  who 
send  them  here.  I  but  speak  of  a  custom  which  I  conceive 
to  be  justly  obnoxious  to  censure.  I  speak  of  men  as  I 
find  them,  and  as  they  are.  I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  irrel- 
evancy of  these  remarks,  and  will  not  further  occup)  the 
time  of  the  committee  by  pursuing  them. 

Previously  to  approaching  the  subject  properly  before  the 
committee,  I  will  briefly  notice  certain  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Natlou,]  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat.     He  has  paid  high  and  deserved  compli- 
ments to  the  working  men  of  the  North — to  their  intelli- 
gence and  to  their  integrity.   To  these  sentimenU  my  heart 
most  cordially  responded.     He  represented  himself  to  be  a 
working  roan ;  he  professed  great  regard  for  the  interests  of 
working  men;  he  declaimed  most  energetically  in  their  be- 
half; but  he  uniformly  votes  against  every  measure  which 
they  advocate.     During  the  present  session  he  has  voted 
for  the  United  States  Bank  ;  he  has  expressed  his  determl- 
nation  to  vote  against  tho  bill  on  your  table.    But  he  knows 
that  the  working  men  are  opposed  to  the  United  States 
Bank ;  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the  divorce  bill,  bo  called ; 
and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  working  men  are  favorable  to  this^bill.     Sir,  the 
relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  laboring  classes  enables 
me  to  judge  of  their  views  on  this  subject     I  am  in  daily 
correspondence  with  working  men  in  different  parts  of  the 
Union  i  and  I  know  that  a  unanimity  of  opinion  and  of  senti- 
ment in  its  favor  prevails  among  them.     Sir,  I  csnnot  con- 
ceive how  the  honorable  gentleman  can  reconcile  bis  pro- 
fessions with  -liis  practice*     If  he  knows  the  feelings  and 
the  opinions  of  the  working  men,  as  he  ought  to  know  them; 
and  if  he  estimates  their  intelligence  and  their  integrity  as 
he  professes  to  estimate  them ;  why  then  does  he  go  counter 
to  their  views  and  to  their  will?     Sir,  the  laboring  classes 
have  had  too  many  such  advocates !     They  have  been  too 
often  flattered  and  betrayed  by  politicians  !     'J'oo  often  de- 
ceived by  those  who  caressed  and  bepraised  them  !     But, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  not  content  with 
eulogizing  the  laboring  men  of  the  No^tb,  has  made  a  false 
issue  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pick- 
>v"f]  by  misrepresenting  his  views.     Sir,  whst  was  the 
position  taken  by  tlie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  1     I 
understood  him  to  say  that  the  incorpoiated  monopolies  of 
the  North  were  inimical  to  the  interests  and  the  liberties  of 
the  laboring  classes ;  were  calculated  to  abridge  their  natu- 
ral and  political  freedom,  and  to  aubject  them  to  a  money- 
ed aristocracy  ;  and,  for  the  expression  of  these  sentiments, 
the  gentleman  from  Pednsjlvania  has  thought  proper  to 
rebuke  him.     But  let  me  tell  the  gentlemen  from  PennfyL- 
vania,  that  the  laboring  classes  of  the  North  are  apprehen- 
sive of  the  very  evils  po  ably  depicted  by  the  gentlemaA 
from  South  Carolina.     Look  at  their  organs ;  consult  their 
papers ;  and  you  will  find  that  exclusive  legislation — that 
the  grants  of  chartered  monopolies — are  regarded  by  them 
as  hostile  to  their  interests  and  dangerous  to  their  liberties. 
And  did  not  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,4>revious  to 
his  election,  and  during-  the  canvass,  did  not  he  intimats 
his  opposition  to  tHese  very  moneyed  monopolies,  now  dig- 
nified by  .him  under  the  title  of  institutions  ?     And  how 
lus  he  answered  the  expectations  which  ho  created  by  his 
professions  ?     By  voting  for  a  United  States  Bank  !     By 
opposing  the  bill  which  proposes  to  disconnect  bank  and 
State !     In  a  word,  by  warring  with  all  tho  principles  an4 
opposing  all  the  wishes  of  the  laboring  classes !     <*lf  such 
be  thy  gods,  O  !  Israel- !  wo  !  wo  !  to  those  who  bow  be- 
fore them  !" 

I  now,  sir,  feel  constrained  to  notice,  briefly,  some  re- 
marks which  were  made  yesterday  by  my  honorablo  «nd 
much  respected  colleague,  [Mr.H  iPfmak,]  while  ftddressing 
this  committee  on  the  bill  und^r  considaration.  I  under*- 
stood  him  to  say,  air,  that  the  preaeat  Chief  Ms^tmie  is. 
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in  a  p«at  degree,  in(1el>tetl  to  thitf  ihfluenee  of  the  banks  for 
hifl  political  elevation.  Sir,  I  deny  the  correctness  of  this 
aswrtioo.  I  am  satisfied  that  Martin  Van  Bnren  owes  his 
eleratieii  to  his  own  merits,  and  to  the  unbought  snffrages 
of  a  majority  of  the  American  people.  But,  sir,  if  my  col- 
leagae  represents  this  matter  traly,  and  the  election  of  Mr. 
Van  Bnren  to  the  Presidency  was  achieved  through  bank 
officers  or  bank  inflaence,  what  an  important  lesson  does 
it  teach  as  1  And  how  forcibly  does  it  illustrate  the  dangers 
of  the  banking  system  1  If  banks  bend  together  in  one 
political  contest,  they  may  in  another.  If  they  unite  their 
eneif  ies  in  behalf  of  one  individual,  tbey  also  may  unite 
in  behalf  of  another,  without  any  regard  to  his  merits,  his 
virtues^  or  his  qualifications,  provided  he  will  lend  himself 
to  their  interests.  This  is  a  fruitful  theme,  but  I  will  not 
pursue  it  at  present  I  now  turn  to  the  subject  of  political 
changes,  on  which  my  colleague  has  said  so  much.  If  I 
mistake  not,  he  took  occasion  to  rebuke  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  certain  alleged  po- 
litical somersets,  which  he  is  said  to  have  made  some  few 
yeaiw  sinee.  My  friend  over  the  way  [Mr.  CAMBnaLS!rGl 
is  fully  competent  to  defend  himself  from  the  charge,  and 
I  shall,  therefore,  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  in  his  hands. 
On  the  general  topic  of  political  changes,  my  colleague 
[Mr.  HorrXAir]  has  all  the  advantages  over  me  which 
practice  and  experience  cart  give.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
manifestly  imprudent  for  me  to  enter  the  lists  with  so  old 
and  so  experienced  a  tactician  in  this  branch  of  political 
sctenoe.  Did  I  desire  instruction  on  this  subject,  my  col- 
le^oe  would  be  the  very  first  man  to  whom  I  would  apply. 
He  should  be  my  preceptor  above  all  others ;  for  I  am  satis- 
fied that  none  can  be  betier  qualified  than  himeelf,  to  des- 
cant on  the  fiicility  with  which  political  changes  can  be 
made ;  none  have  the  power  to  speak  more  feelingly  and 
undentandingly  on  the  subject.  It  v^as  but  a  short  time 
since,  sir,  when  my  colleague  and  myself  stood  foremost 
in  the  ranks  of  the  democracy  ;  when  the  ok)  wigwam  re- 
•oonded  with  oar  respective  voices ;  when  we  advocated  the 
same  measures  and  the  same  men  ;  when  we  sang  the  same 
political  hosannahs,  and  worshipped  at  the  same  political 
altar.  But,  sir,  that  time  has  passed ;  and  my  colleague, 
instead  of  joining  with  me  in  the  old  rallying  cry,  chooses 
to  lift  up  his  musical  voice  in  a  political  palinode ;  and  we 
now  find  ourselves  planted  foot  to  foot  as  political  oppo- 
nents^ instead  of  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder,  as  political 
associates,  as  we  were  wont  to  stand.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  my  colleague  discoursed  right  eloquently  on  the 
caiamtties  of  the  times  and  on  the  sufferings  of  the  people. 
But  on  this  topic  he  is  not  singular  nor  alone.  AU  his 
Whig  brethren  have  strenuously  emulated  each  other  in 
their  extraofdinary  professions  of  peculiar  love  for  the  pa- 
tient people.  When  I  reflect  on  the  wonderful  solicitude 
maaifesied  by  the  membeiB  of  the  opposition  for  the  wel- 
£ire  of  the  nation,  I  cannot  withhold  an  expression  of  ad- 
miration at  the  patriotic  and  benevolent  spirit  which  per- 
vades and  warms  and  expands  their  benevolent  bosoms. 

We  have  heard  gentlemen  from  th6  Bssl  and  the  West, 
from  the  North  and  the  South,  mingling  their  notes  of 
lamentations  over  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  wher- 
ever found.  Every  fibre  of  their  heads  and  hearts,  every 
ieding  of  their  souls  and  bodies,  appears  to  be  attuned  to 
benevolence,  and  to  vibrate  with  deepest  sympathy  at  the 
calamities  which  they  assure  ns  have  befallen  our  common 
country.  Sir,  these  are  honorable  feelings,  and  highly 
creditable  to  human  nsture.  Patriotism  so  exalted,  phi- 
lanthropy so  generous,  sympathy  so  sincere,  benevolence 
■o  pare,  holy,  and  disinterested,  cannot  fail  to  challenge 
our  warmest  admiration.  When  wo  hear  men  sincerely 
deplore  the  misfofUmes  of  their  fellows,  we  cannot  but 
admire,  honor,  and  respect  them.  But  how  are  these  feel- 
ings of  respect  and  admiration  strengthened  and  augment- 
ed when  we  behofd  them  exerting  their  utmost  energies  in 


behalf  of  the  unfortunate ;  when  we  see  them  promptly 
and  eagerly  rushing  to  the  rescue  ) 

And,  sir,  here  I  must  be  jiermitted  to  intimate  to  my 
political  opponents,  that  In  order  firmly  to  establish  their 
characters  for  superior  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  It  will 
be  necessaiy  for  them  to  act  as  well  as  te  feel.  If  you 
know  the  remedy,  gentlemen,  and  apply  it  not,  tho  sin- 
cerity of  your  professions  may  be  doubted.  The  unchari- 
table may  surmise  that  party  is  your  object,  and  public 
good  the  scape-goat.  Sir,  what  would  we  think  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  man  who  was  able,  but  unwilling,  to 
succor  his  country  in  the  hour  of  her  extremity  ?  Or  what 
would  we  say  of  the  benevolence  of  a  physician  who  re- 
fused to  administer  to  his  sick  and  dying  patient  the  reme- 
dies which  he  knew  would  restore  him  to  life,  health,  and 
vigor?  And  are  not  gentlemen  aware  that,  af^er  having 
so  constantly,  so  esrnestly,  and  so  eloquently,  bewailed  the 
fkllen  fortunes  of  their  country,  they  will  natorally  be  look- 
ed to  by  that  country  with  anxious,  shuddering  solicitude 
for  the  remedies  competent  to  heal  the  deep  disease,  which 
we  are  told  is  preying  upon  its  vitals?  Are  they  not 
aware  that  their  benevolence  will  be  questioned,  and  their 
sincerity  doubted,  even  by  the  confiding  and  the  faithful  ? 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration have  the  power,  and  that  the  responsibility 
rests  with  them  ?  Sir,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ? 
Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  the  administration  party 
in  this  House  have  the  power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of 
this  country,  but  that  they  have  not  the  will  to  exerdse  it  ? 
Is  it  meant  to  be  afllrmed  that  the  dominant  party  are  so 
utterly  destitute  of  feeling  and  pf  patriotism  as  willingly  and 
intentionally  to  withhold  the  aid  which  they  might  right- 
fully and  constitutionally  extend  to  the  people  ?  Is  it  their 
Intention  to  represent  us  to  the  American  people  in  so 
odious  and  ofi^sive  a  light?  Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  long  claimed  all  the  wis- 
dom, and  all  the  worth,  and  all  the  decency ;  but  I  did 
not  suppose,  until  now,  that  they  also  claimed  all  the  pat* 
riotism,  and  all  the  benevolence,  and  all  the  sympathy. 

For  one,  sir,  I  protest  against  such  unwarranMble  and 
unfounded  pretensions.  I  am  clearly  against  this  addition- 
al monopoly.  If  the  gentlemen  really  possess  all  the  charity 
and  benevolence  which  they  claim,  i  trust  that  they  will 
not  be  inexorable  towards  us ;  that  they  will  not  thrust 
us  beyond  the  pale  of  humanity;  that  tbey  will  not 
strip  us  of  all  the  common  attributes  of  civilized  men« 
nor  paint  us  as  savages  or  brutes,  by  representing  us  to  be 
deaf  or  indifferent  to  the  voice  of  distress.  Why  should 
we  be  thus  treated  as  guilty  of  the  grossest  injustice — of 
the  most  flagrant  inhumamty  ?  If  the  gentlemen  of  ths 
opposition  do  not  consider  adequate  the  means  of  relief 
proposed  by  the  Executive,  let  them  suggest  such  as  will 
beeflfective,  and,  my  life  on  it,  if  these  means  shall  be  just, 
proper,  and  constitutional,  the  friends  of  the  administration 
will  cheerfully  yield  them  their  most  cordial  and  hearty 
support  We  confess  that  we  know  no  other  remedies  for 
the  ills  complained  of  than  those  we  have  already  suggest- 
ed. And  if  the  gentleman  in  the  opposition  have  it  in  their 
power,  as  they  would  have  us  and  the  country  believe,  of 
proposing  an  efficacious  and  constitutional  remedy,  for 
heaven's  sake  let  them  tell  us  what  it  is!  If  there  be  * 
balm  in  Gilead— if  there  be  a  physician  there— let  him  ad- 
minister the  balm  to  our  afflicted  country.  Do  not,  I  be- 
seech you,  gentlemen,  6o  not  any  longer  keep  secret  your 
political  catholicon,  like  quack  physicians  ^  but,  like  good 
and  true  patriots,  make  it  publicly  known,  that  it  may  be 
employed  for  the  healing  of  the  nation. 

My  colleague  has  pronounced  the  sub-Treasury  system 
unconstitutional,  but  did  not  attempt  to  prove  it  so.  Now, 
sir,  by  way  of  a  set-off,  I  pronounce  unconstitutional  the 
substitute  of  my  colleague— a  national  bank ;  and  so  I  shall 
endeafor  to  preve  it  by  calm  and  dispassionate  argument! 
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A  national  l>ank  being  the  principal  antagonist  meaaure  to 
*he  bill  under  discussion,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  prin- 
cipally to  that  subject ;  and,  as  this  is  the  only  point  that 
has  not  been  fully  and  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  progress 
of  (his  debate,  there  will  be  the  greater  propriety  in  this 
course.  I  shall,  tlierefore,  attempt  to  argue  at  length  this 
part  of  the  subject. 

I  can  find  no  authority  in  the  constitution  for  granting 
cliarters  of  incorporation,  of  whatever  name,  kind,  or  de- 
scription ;  and  no  honorable  gentleman,  I  prefiume,  will 
hazard  the  declaration  that  such  power  is  directly  given  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution.  The  most  hardy  and  reck- 
less advocates  of  a  national  bank  have  never  ventured  to 
affirm  that  such  power  was  specific  and  direct ;  that  the 
warrant  was  express.  They  all  resort  to  the  doctrine  of 
implication  and  construction.  Sir,  let  us  examine  this 
doctrine ;  let  us  take  up  the  constitution  in  a  spirit  of  hon- 
esty and  soberness,  and  aee  what  clause  of  that  instrument, 
if  any,  vests  in  Congress  even  aa  implied  power  to  incor- 
porate a  national  bank. 

Sir,  I  am  awara  of  the  vastness  of  the  subject  which  I 
propose  to  examine.  I  am  aware  that  the  constitutionality 
of  a  national  bonk  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  by  the 
most  eminent  jurists  and  statesmen  of  the  nation.  And  I 
am  also  aware  that  an  attempt,  on  my  part,  to  grapple  with 
a  subject  of  such  magnitude,  and  under  such  cireumetances, 
will  be  attributed  by  many  to  a  want  of  discretion,  if  not 
to  a  culpable  vanity.  Be  it  so.  I  conceive  it  to  Le  my 
duty — I  know  it  to  be  my  right — to  exptess  my  views  fully 
on  this  subject;  and,  although  I  may  be  unable  to  ahed  any 
additional  light  on  thig  lon^p  agitated  and  vexatious  ques- 
tion, yet  I  will,  nevertheless,  state  the  arguments  and  con- 
siderations which  exert  a  controlling  influence  on  my  judg- 
ment.^ Permit  me,  then,  sir,  to  call,  for  a  moment,  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  peculiar  character  of  our 
Government.  It  is  conceded  by  all  parties,  I  believe,  to 
be  a  Government  of  limited  and  specified  powers ;  which 
powers  are  expressly  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  To 
the  constitution,  then,  and  to  the  constitution  alone,  must 
Congress  look  for  all  and  every  power  they  would  exercise. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration be  expressly  granted  by  the  constitution,  the  exer- 
cise of  such  power,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  would  be  a 
violation  of  that  instrument  But,  aay  gentlemen,  although 
we  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  the  power  to  incorporate  is 
given  in  direct  terms  to  Congress  by  the  constitution,  we 
contend,  nevertheless,  that  eoch  power  is  derived  by  fair 
and  legitimate  construction.  Bul^  when  the  advocates  of 
this  doctrine  have  been  called  upon  to  designate  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  which  confers  on  Congress  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  they  have  been  sadly  puzzled  to 
comply  with  the  requisition,  but  have  wandered  and  wan- 
dered from  article  to  article,  and  from  clause  to  clause, 
seeking  in  vain  for  authority.  When  driven  from  one  po- 
sition they  flee  to  another ;  ever  vacillating ;  never  fixed  in 
their  views;  never  sati«fied  with  their  own,  nor  with  each 
others'  arguments.  No  unity  of  opinion  prevails  among 
them  as  to  the  particular  dauae  in  the  constitution,  where 
this  doctrine  of  construction  and  implication,  authorizing 
ecu  of  incorporation,  is  to  be  found ;  but,  like  certain  de- 
luded ones  of  old,  one  cries,  lo !  it  is  here ;  and  another, 
lo !  it  is  there ;  when,  as  was  the  case  with  the  asses  of 
Kisb,  it  happens  to  be  «  nowhere."  But,  sir,  let  us  ex- 
amine those  parts  of  the  constitution  where  this  power  is 
said  to  reside. .  Some  have  attempted  to  locate  it  in  the 
first  article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  constitution,  which 
gives  Congress  the  power  « to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debU,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States." 
The  power  to  "lay  and  collect  Uxes"  and  to  "pay  the 
debU  of  the  United  States;"  in  other  words,  the  power  to  ! 
raise  and  appropriate  money,  and  the  power  to  grant  char- 


ters of  incorporation,  I  believe  never  have  been,  and  I  pre- 
sume never  will  be,  regarded  as  synonymous^  even  by  the 
most  desperate  "constructioniBtB."  Those,  therefore,  who 
pretend  to  find  authority  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation 
in  the  article  under  consideration,  must  look  for  it  in  the 
words  ** common  defence  and  general  welfare.**  And  it 
is  from  these  words  that  some  pretend  to  derive  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  national  bank.  Can  those  who  have  con- 
tended fur  this  construction  have  considered  well  of  the 
consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow  from  an  exer- 
cise of  such  implied  powers]  Haxe  they  reflected  that, 
by  giving  to  these  words  the  construction  they  ccmtend  for, 
they  render  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  constitution  nu- 
gatory ;  that  they  virtually  annul  the  powers  reserved  to 
the  State  Governments ;  break  down  all  the  constitutional 
guards  designed  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of 
the  people,  and  make  the  constitution  itself,  in  the  hands 
of  Congress,  what  clay  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  pot- 
ter ?  And,  lastly,  have  they  considered  that  this  doclrino 
is  flatly  contradicted  by  the  tenth  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution, which  expressly  declarea  that  "the  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  lea- 
pectively,  or  to  the  people  V*  General  Hamilton,  latitudi- 
narian  as  he  was  on  the  subject  of  construction,  bad  too 
much  regard  for  his -reputation  to  give  to  the  words  <*to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general. wel&re,"  a 
construction  that  would  confer  on  Congress  powers  not 
enumerated  in  the  constitution.  By  reference  to  his  report 
on  manufactures,  it  will  be  found  that  he  confines,  in  every 
instance,  the  application  of  these  words  to  the  power  given 
by  the  first  sentence  of  the  clause ;  and,  in  this  particnlar» 
Mr.  JeflTerson  agrees  with  him.  The  latter,  in  adverting 
to  this  subject,  calls  it  "a  grammatical  quibble,  which  has 
countenanced  the  General  Government  in  a  claim  of  uni- 
versal power.  For,"  continues  he,  "in  the  phrase  to  lay 
taxes,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  fur  the  general  x»  el- 
fare,  it  is  a  mere  question  of  syntax,  whether  the  two  laat 
infinitives  are  governed  by  the  first,  or  are  dutinct  and  co- 
ordinate pollers ;  a  question  unequivocally  decided  bj  the 
exact  definition  of  powers  immediately  following. "  l$ir,  I 
Conceive  that  the  clause  of  the  constitution  under  consider- 
ation admits  of  but  two  constructions— the  one  limiting 
the  powers  of  Congress,  as  contended  by  General  Hamil- 
ton and  Mr.  JeflTerson ;  the  other  conferring  on  Congress 
powers  incompatible  with  the  spirit,  and  utterly  subTeraive 
of  all  the  expreas  powers  of  the  constitution — ^powers  inde- 
pendent of,  and  paramount  to,  the  conMitution  itself-^pow- 
ers  indefinite,  boundless,  omnipotent.  If  the  latter  eon- 
struction  be  admitted,  the  will  of  Congress,  and  not  the 
constitution,  is  the  law  of  the  land.  Or  if,  peradveutnre, 
Congres^should  think  it  expedient  to  revert  to  the  consti- 
tution at  all,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  that  part 
of  it  containing  the  cabalistic  words  "  common  defence  and 
general  welfare."  And  as  these  words,  according  to  cer- 
tain commentators,  convey  a  plenaiy  power  on  all  suhjects, 
and  are  applicable  to^l  cases  that  come  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  national  legislature,  it  would  be  quite  unne- 
cessary to  look  further.  This  would  be  economical,  withal, 
saving  much  precious  time  to  the  people's  representatives^ 
which  otherwise  might  be  squandered  in  wandering  about 
the  constitutional  kingdom  in  search  (as  well  search  for  the 
lost  pleiad)  of  the  enumerated  powere,  which,  unfortunate- 
ly, have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  implied  powers  diecov- 
ered  in  the  words  "common  defence  and  general  welfare.** 
Let  us  suppose  the  doctrinohere  combated  to  be  estahlished 
Slid  carried  out  into  practical  legislation.  Congress  is  ap- 
plied to  by  a  number  of  influential  individuals  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  granting  to  them  and  to  their  sucoessors  and 
assigns  forever,  the  sole  and  exclusivs  right,  extending  U» 
all  the  States  in  the  Union,  of  smelting  iron  ore  with  an* 
thracite  coal,  and  of  manufacturing  the  same.    The  i 
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lialirts  Mi  forth  in  their  petition  the  immense  benefits  that 
woaki  result  to  the  nation  from  their  contemplated  enter- 
prise. They  dwell  upon  the  advantages  incident  to  aaso- 
citted  capital,  and  concentrated  wisdom  and  indastry. 
They  represent  that  the  mining  interest  of  the  country 
would  be  benefited  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of'  the  mo- 
nopoly-^inasmnch  as  the  products  of  the  iron  and  coal 
mines  would  ever  find  a  ready  market  at  the  company's 
works;  that  the  public  in  general  would  be  enabled  to  ob- 
tain the  mannfiMstured  articles  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  and 
of  a  better  quality ;  and  that,  in  time  of  war,  arms  and  ord- 
nance eoald  bo  furnished  with  greater  facility,  and  of  su- 
perior temper  and  calibre.  The  8utes»  notwithsUnding 
ail  these  pUnsible  repreeeotations,  remonstrate— 4ndividu* 
ais  lemonatrate.  The  Sutes  urge  that  the  grant  would 
be  a  violation  of  their  reserved  rights,  and  the  principle 
upon  which vthe  Union  was  fiiunded,  and  demand  of  Con- 
grass  the  source  whence  the  power  is  derived  to  grant  such 
a  charier  of  incorporation.  Congress  very  complacently 
point  them  to  the  potent  words  "  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral vreiiare,"  and  the  thing  b  settled.  Individuals  repre- 
sent that  an  equality  of  civil  and  political  rights  constitute 
the  basis  of  purely  deraocratical  Governments ;  that  none 
but  equal  laws  can  legitimately  flow  from  the  prhiciple  of 
equal  rights ;  and  that  all  laws  which  invade  that  principle 
conflict  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  are,  to  all 
intents  and  porpoaes,  legislative  frauds  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people;  and,  consequently,  utterly  destitute  of  consti- 
tutional sanction.  They  further  show,  that  an  exercise  of 
power  aoch  as  asked  for  by  the  petitioners,  would  confer 
exdttsive  privileges  and  legislative  favors — infringe  on  their 
natorai  and  political  rights — violate  the  sacred  principles  of 
justice  and  political  equality,  and,  for  this  reason,  be  clearly 
DnconetitttUonal.  But  Congress,  regardless  of  the  truth 
and  propriety  of  these  representations,  grant  the  charter  of 
incorporation,  and,  when  called  upon  to  show  their  consti- 
tntaonal  right  to  do  so,  triumphantly  refer  to  the  magical 
wonU  **  common  defence  and  general  welfare,'*  and  there 
the  matler  ends.  I  have  put  &is  case  for  the  purpose  of 
illostrating  the  evils  consequent  upon  an  assumption  of 
power,  aoch  as  contended  for  by  those  who  maintain  that  the 
daase  wo  have  been  examining  authorizes  Congress  to  es- 
tablish a  fiMlenl  bank.  And,  as  legislators  are  as  much 
sob|eet  to  infirmities  as  other  men,  and  the  world  not  hav. 
ing,  as  yet,  approached  that  desirable  state  of  which  Plato 
dreamed^**  the  perfectibility  of  roan"— it  is  not  only  pos- 
sible, hot  very  probable,  that  cases  of  this  kind  might  fre- 
quently happen.  Nor  can  those  who  contend  for  the  prin- 
ciple which  merges  all  power  in  the  words  «  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,"  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  in  the  will  of  Congress,  object  to  any  case  coming 
within  that  principle,  however  dangerous  and  pernicious  in 
its  eoosoqoenoas.  As  this  cUuse  of  the  constitution  has 
been,  and  b  still'  much  relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  a 
United  Statea  bank,  I  will  Uke  the  liberty  of  introducing 
aoch  authority  in  opposition  to  their  views,  as  will,  I  trucit, 
have  weight,  both  with  thb  House  and  the  nation.  The 
fourth  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  December,  1798,  reads  as  follows : 

"  That  the  Oener4l  Assembly  doth  also  express  its  deep 
regret,  that  a  spirit  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested 
by  the  Federal  Government,  to  enlarge  iU  powers  by  for- 
ced constructions  of  the  constitutional  charter  which  defines 
them ;  and  that  indications  have  appeared  of  a  design  to  ex- 
pound certain  general  phrases  (which,  having  been  copied 
friMD  the  very  limited  grant  of  powers  in  the  former  articles 
of  confoderaiioo,  were  the  less  liable  to  be  misconstrued) 
no  as  to  destroy  the  meaning  and  effect  of  the  particular 
enomoration  which  necessarily  explains  and  limits  the  gen- 
eral phraaw;  and  ao  as  to  consolidate  the  States,  by  de- 
Znem,  into  one  sovereignty  ;  the  obvious  tendency  and  in- 
evitable result  of  which  would  be  to  transform  the  present 


republican  system  of  the  United  States  into  an  absolute,  or 
at  best  a  mixed  monarchy." 

Mr.  Madison,  in  hb  report  commenting  on  thb  resolu- 
tion, observes: 

**  The  Jftrgt  question  here  to  be  considered  is,  whether  a 
spirit  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested  by  the  Fcd« 
oral  Government  to  enlarge  its  powers  by  forced  construc- 
tions of  the  constitutional  charter. 

'*The  General  Assembly  having  declared  their  opinion 
merely  by  regretting,  in  general  terms,  that  forced  construc- 
tions for  enlarging  the  federal  powers  have  taken  place,  it 
does  not  appear  to  the  committee  necessary  to  go  into  a 
specification  of  every  instance  to  which  the  resolution  may 
allude.  The  alien  and  sedition  acta^  being  particularly 
named  in  a  succeeding  resolution,  are  of  course  to  be  un- 
derstood as  included  in  the  allusion.  Omitting  others 
which  have  bss  occupied  public  attention,  or  been  less  ex- 
tensively regarded  as  unconstitutional,  the  resolution  may 
be  presumed  to  refer  particularly  to  the  bank  law,  which, 
from  the  circumstances  of  its  passage,  as  well  as  the  bti- 
tude  of  construction  on  which  it  b  founded,  strikes  the  at- 
tention with  singular  force ;  and  the  carriage  tax,  distin- 
guished also  by  circumstances  in  its  history,  having  a  sim- 
ilar tendency."  •  •  •  •         • 

**  I,  The  general  phrases  here  meant  roust  be  those  *  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.' 

**  In  the  *  Articles  of  Confederation/  the  phrases  are  used 
as  follows,  in  article  8 :  'All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other 
expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasu- 
ry, which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted 
to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land,  and  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  accord- 
ing to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint.' 

<'In  the  existing  constitution,  they  make  the  following 
part  of  sec  8  :  <  The  Congress  shall  have  powM  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts, 
and  provide  far  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States.' 

**  This  similarity  in  the  use  of  these  phrases  in  the  two 
great  federal  charters,  might  well  be  considered  as  render- 
ing their  meaning  less  liable  to  be  misconstrued  in  the  lat- 
ter ;  beoause  it  will  scarcely  be  said  that,  in  the  former,  they 
were  ever  understood  to  be  either  a  general  grant  of  power, 
or  to  authorize  the  requbition  or  application  of  money  by 
the  old  Congress  to  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare, except  in  cases  aflerwards  enumerated,  which  explain- 
ed and  limited  their  meaning ;  and  if  such  was  the  limited 
meaning  attached  to  these  phrases  in  the  very  instrument 
revised  and  remodelled  by  the  present  constitution,  it  can 
never  be  supposed  that,  when  copied  into  this  constitution, 
a  different  meaning  ought  to  be  attached  to  them. 

**  'J*hat,  notwithstanding  this  remarkable  security  against 
misconstruction,  a  design  has  been  indicated  to  expound 
these  phrases  in  the  constitution  so  as  to  destroy  the  effect 
of  the  particular  enumeration  of  powers  by  which  it  ex- 
plains and  limits  them,  must  have  fallen  under  the  obser- 
vation of  those  who  have  attended  to  the  courso  of  public 
transactions.  Not  to  multiply  |^roofii  on  this  subject,  it 
will  suffice  to  refer  to  the  debates  of  the  federal  legislature, 
in  which  arguments  have  on  different  occasions,  been 
drawn,  with  apparent  effect,  from  these  phrases,  in  their 
indefinite  meaning." — Elliotts  Debates,  vol  4,  pp,  577 — 8. 

Again,  the  same  disiiugubhed  personage,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  dated  November  27,  1830,  in  which  be 
examines  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration, remarks: 

**  A  special  provision  could  not  have  been  necessary 
for  the  del>U  of  the  new  Congress ;  for  a  power  to  pro- 
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▼ide  money,  and  a  power  to  perform  certain  acta,  of 
which  money  u  the  ordinary  and  appropriate  means, 
must,  of  course,  carry  with  them  a  power  to  pay  the 
exr^n^e  of  performing  the  acts.  Nor  was  any  special 
provis  on  for  debts  proposed,  till  the  case  of  the  revolu- 
tionary debts  was  brought  into  view;  and  it  is  a  fair'pre- 
suiijption,  from  the  course  of  the  varied  propositions  which 
have  been  noticed,  that,  but  for  the  old  debts,  and  their  as* 
sociation  with  the  terms  'common  defence  and  general 
welfar0,'  the  clause  would  have  remained,  as  reported  in 
the  first  draft  of  the  constitution,  expressing  generally  <  a 
power  in  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,'  without  any  addition  of  the  phrase 

*  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.' 
With  this  addition,  indeed,  the  language  of  the  clause  be- 
ing in  conformity  with  that  of  the  clause  in  the  articles  of 
confederation,  it  would  be  qualified,  as  in  those  articles, 
by  the  specification  of  powers  subjoined  to  it.  But  there 
is  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  that  the  terms  in  question 
would  not  have  been  introduced,  but  for  the  introduction 
of  the  old  debts,  with  which  they  happened  to  starfd  in  a 
/amiliar,  though  inoperative  relation.  Thus  introduced, 
however,  they  pass  undisturbed  through  the  subsequent 
stages  of  the  constitution. 

'*Tf  it  be  asked  why  the  terms  *  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,*  if  not  meant  to  convey  the  comprehen- 
sive power,  which,  taken  literally,  they  express,  were  not 
qualified  and  explained  by  some  reference  to  the  particular 
power  subjoined,  the  answer  is  at  band,  that  although  it 
might  easily  have  been  done,  and  experience  shows  it  might 
be  well  if  it  had  been  done,  yet  tho  omission  is  accounted 
for  by  an  inattention  to  the  phraseology,  occasioned, 
doubtless,  by  the  identity  with  the  harihless  character  at- 
tached to  it  in  the  instrument  from  which  it  was  borrowed. 

*'  But  may  it  not  be  asked,  with  infinitely  more  pro- 
priety, and  without  the  possibility  of  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer, why,  if  the  terms  were  meant  to  embrace  not  only 
all  the  powers  particularly  expressed,  but  the  indefinite 
power  which  has  beentlaimed  under  them,  the  intention 
was  not  so  declared ;  why,  on  that  supposition,  so  much 
critical  labor  was  employed  in  enumerating  the  particular 
powers,  and  in  defining  and  limiting  their  extent  ? 

*  •  •  •  »  • 

'*The  obvious  conclusion  to  which  we  are  brought  is, 
that  these  terms,  copied  from  the  articles  of  confederation, 
were  rcgnrded  in  the  new,  as  in  the  old  instrument,  mere- 
ly as  general  terms,  explained  and  limited  by  the  subjoin- 
ed specifications,  and  therefore  requiring  no  critical  atten- 
tion or  studied  precaution. 

*  •  •  *  •  • 

**  Mr.  Wilson,  justly  distinguished  for  his  intellectual 
power?,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a 
bank  at  such  a  crisis,  published  a  small  pamphlet,  entitled 

*  Considerations  on  the  Bank  of  North  America,'  In  which 
be  endeavored  to  derive  the  power  from  the  nature  of  the 
Union  in  which  the  colonies  were  declared  and  became 
independent  States;  and  also  from  the  tenor  of  the  'arti- 
cles of  confederation'  themselves.  But  what  is  particular- 
ly worthy  of  notice  is,  that,  with  all  his  anxious  search  in 
those  articles  for  such  a  power,  he  never  glanced  at  the 
terms  'common  dcfimcc.and  general  welfare,'  as  a  source 
of  it.**— EUio£*8  Debafes,  vol.  4,  pp.  646-'7. 

And  here,  sir,  I  think  I  may  safely  rest  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

The  second  paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  vests  in  Congress  the  power  *'  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,"  has  also  been  appealed 
to  by  the  friends  of  a  national  bank.  But  as  nothing  like 
an  argument  has  ever  been  adduced  in  support  of  this  po- 
sition, as  it  rests  upon  mere  conjecture,  without  the. shadow 
of  authority  to  support  it,  and  as  a  bill  to  charter  a  bank 
is  not  k  bill  to  borrow  money,  I  will  not  trouble  the  com- 


mittee with  any  further  remarks  on  this  point,  but  proceed 
to  examine  the  third  paragraph  of  the  6th  section  of  th# 
constitution,  which  gives  Congress  the  power  *<  to  regu- 
late commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several 
States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  This  clause  has  been 
appealed  to  by  the  advocates  of  internal  improvements,  aa 
authorizing  Congress  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  Ac  ; 
it  has  also  been  appealed  to  by  the  friends  of  the  tarifi*Bys« 
tern,  as  vesting  in  CoYigress  an  implied  power  to  protect 
our  domestic  manufactures ;  and,  lastly,  it  has  been  ap- 
pealed to  as  authorising  Congress  to  establish  a  United 
States  bank.  Now,  sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  does  not  include  the  power  to  make 
internal  improvements  of  the  character  just  noticed — to 
protect  manufactures  by  imposing  a  tarifT— nor  to  establish 
a  national  bank.  Neither  the  clause  immediately  under  con- 
sideration, nor  any  other  found  in  the  constitution,  authorizea 
Congress,  in  my  judgment,  to  do  either  of  those  three  things. 
Sir,  is  it  meant  to  be  affirmed  that  the  power  to  "  regu- 
late commerce,"  includes  the  power  to  regulate  the  curren- 
cy  of  the  several  States  t  If  so,  then  is  Congress  autho- 
rized, uhder  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce,"  to  regu- 
late the  issues  of  all  the  State  banks ;  for  these  constitute 
the  principal  currency  of  the  country.  On  the  Other  hand, 
if  it  be  meant  that  Congress  haTe  not  the  power,  under 
this  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  regulate  the  currency, 
how  can  it  be  said  that  Congress  are  thereby  authorized  to 
charter  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  commerce, 
when  the  only  object  of  a  national  bank,  as  we  are  told, 
is  to  regulate  and  equalize  the  exchanges  and  currency  of 
the  country  ?  Again  :  If  the  power  '*  to  regulate  com- 
merce" includes  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank,  why 
may  it  not  also  include  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  in- 
corporation for  other  purposes  ?  Why  not  authorize  Con- 
gress to  incorporate  companies  for  objects  of  internal  im- 
provements— for  manufacture^-— or,  what  would  appear  to 
be  rather  more  congenial,  forordinai^  commercial  purposes  1 
If  Congress  can,  by  this  clause  of  .the  constitution,  autho- 
rize one  set  of  men,  under  an  act  of  incorporation,  to  deal 
in  bank  paper,  they  possess  equally  the  power  to  authorize 
another  set  to  deal  in  silks  and  satins,  calicoes  and  ging- 
hams. Nor  can  this  position  be  controverted.  "Fhe 
stockholders  and  agents  of  a  bank  are  as  much  traffickers 
and  dealers  in  paper  money,  which  is  a  species  of  comnner- 
cial  commodity,  as  merchants  are  in  broadcloths  and  cas- 
simeres.  If  an  act  of  incorporation,  therefore,  can  be 
claimed  in  the  one  case,  as  a  proper  and  necessary  means 
to  •*  regulate  commerce,"  it  unquestionably  can  in  the 
other.  But  the  clause  in  qoeatiqn  confers  no  such  power. 
The  power  to  "regulate  commerce,"  and  the  poWer  to 
grant  charters  of  incorporation,  are  separate  and  distinct. 
The  former  is  conferred  by  tho  constitution,  the  latter  is 
not.  Sir,  what  was  the  nature  of  the  power  which  tho 
framers  of  the  con^titulion  intended  to  confer  on  Congress 
by  this  clause  1  Evidently,  to  authorize  Congress  to  pre- 
scribe or  establish  certain  rules  by  which  commerce  should 
be  governed.  But  will  it  be  pretended  that  the  authors  of 
the  constitution  meant  that  this  power,  which  tbej  vested 
in  Congress  alone,  should  be*  transferred  by  Congress  to 
an  incorporated  company  1  That  a  chartered  company 
should  possess  the  exclusive  power  of  regulating  the  com- 
mercial  interests  of  the  nation — of  prescritiing  rules  for  its 
Government — of*  determining  the  principles  on  which  it 
should  be  conducted,  and  thus  place  one  of  the  great  in- 
terests  of  the  country  beyond  legislative  and  constitutional 
control  1  No  one,  I  presume,  will  say,  in  direct  temise, 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  yet  such  is  the  inevitable  result  to  which  tHe 
doctrine  of  construction  here  eomhated  leads.  If  sucli 
rules  of  construction  prevail-,  it  will  be  impossible  to  deAno 
the  limits  of  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  anfler 
the  clause  **  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
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Btrce,"  See.  I  wQl  conclode  my  reuark*  oa  this  claaad^ 
by  raadiag  from  Mr.  i^eison's  official  opioioo  on  the 
eoofltitQtionAlUy  of  a  United  Sutes  bank,  the  foUowing 
extiaet:  * 

*<  To  oroct  a  bank,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  are  very 
dtflbrenl  acts.  He  who  erects  a  bank  creates  a  eubject  of 
commerce  in  its  bills ;  so  does  he  who  makes  a  bushel  of 
wheal,-  or  digs  a  dollar  out  of  the  mines.  Yet  neither  of 
these  persons  regulate  c6mmerce  thereby.  To  make  a 
thing  which  may  be  boaght  and  sold,  is  not  to  prescribe 
ifgolationa  for  baying  and  selling.  Besides,  if  this  were 
an  exerciao  of  the  power  of  regulating  commerce,  it  would 
be  void,  as  extending  as  much  to  the  internal  commerce 
of  every  State,  as  to  iu  external.  For  the  power  given  to 
CoDgices  by  the  conatttution  does  not  exUnd  to  the  inter- 
nal regulation  of  the  coomierce  of  a  State,  (that  is  to  say, 
of  the  ooraraerce  between  citizen  and  citixen,)  which  re- 
mains exclusively  with  its  own  Legislatare ;  but  to  its  ex- 
lamal  eoouneree  only,  that  is  to  say,  its  oommeroe  with 
another  State,  or  with  foreign  nations^  or  with  Indian 
tribes.  Accordingly,  the  bill  does  not  propose  the  measure 
ss  a  *  regvlalion  of  trade,'  bat  as  '  productive  of  considera- 
ble advantage  to  trade.* " 

Soaae  have  attempted  to  locate  the  power  to  incorporate 
a  national  hank — Mr.  McDuffie,  for  example,  in  his  re- 
port of  1830,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means— on  the  fifih  article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  gives  Congrsss  the  power  **  to  coin  money, 
icguJste  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  com,  and  fix  the 
standarU  of  weights  and  measnres." 

"The  power  to  'coin  money,  and  fix  the  value  thereof,* 
is  expressly  and  exclusively  vested  in  Congres.  This  grant 
wis  evidently  intended  to  invest  Congress  with  the  |>ower 
ef  regnlntiDg  the  circulating  medium.  *  Coin'  was  regard- 
ed, at  the  period  of  framing  the  constitution,  as  synony- 
mous with  'corrency,'  as  it  was  then  generally  believed 
that  hank  notes  could  only  be  maintained  in  circulation  by 
being  the  tme  representative  of  the  precious  metals.  The 
won]  *  coin,'  therefore,  must  be  regarded  as  a  particular 
term,  standing  as  the  representative  of  a  general  idea." 

Now,  air,  if  "coin  and  currency  are  synonymous," 
signifying  .the  same  thing;  if  coin  be  currency  and  currency 
coin.  Congress  is  veeted  with  the  power  **  to  coin  money, 
vegulsle  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  currency."  Ac- 
cording to  this  reading.  Congress  is  authorised,  not  only 
to  regulate  the  <terrency  of  this  country,  which  consists 
prindpally  of  bank  notes,  but  also  the  currency  of  other 
■adona,  whatever  symbols  of  industry  they  may  select  as 
medioms  of  exchange.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Waye  and  Means  appears  to  have  been  as  much  at  fault 
in  his  knowledge  of  the  currency,  properly  considered,  ss 
of  the  character  and  powere  of  the  constitution  ;  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  confounded  bank  notes  with  coin — the 
pretended  representative  with  the  thing  represented.  I  say 
Che  pretended  representative,  liecause  the  amount  of  paper 
money  afloat,  exceeds  at  least  five  times  the  amount  of 
specie  wherewith  to  redeem  it  It  is  not,  therefore,  strictly 
speaking^  a  representative  of  coin  or  real  money.  It  has 
become  rather  an  instrument  of  speculation,  than  a  meaa- 
ore  or  representative  of  value.  The  currency  of  a  coun- 
try, in  order  to  be  sound,  as  every  political  economist 
knowa,  ought  to  be  equal  to  the  precious  meuls,  or  to 
eonsisi  of  the  metals  themselves.'  But  the  paper  currency 
of  this  country  i«,  and  was,  even  during  the  existence  of 
the  late  United  States  Bank«  but  the  mere  sopposiutious 
representative  of  property.  That  paper  money  can  never 
become  a  proper  standard  of  value,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  it  ia  constantly  liable  to  fluctuation,  depneciation,  ex- 
pajision,  and  oontraction.  Ajid  would  it  be  doing  justice 
to  th#  framers  of  the  constitution— to  their  sagacity  and 
integrity— so  te  construe  that  instmment,  or  any  part 
ibmeoi,  as  to  nnUuNris^  CongrciB  to  make  paper  credit,  of 


whatever  kind  or  description,  a  standard  of  value  1  The 
only  standard  or  measure  of  value  known  to  the  constitu- 
tion is  gold  and  silver ;  a  standard,  by  the  way,  which  haa 
been  recognised  and  adopted  from  the  earliest  ages,  by  all 
civilized  nations  throughout  the  world.  If  Congress  are  au- 
thorixed  to  incorporate  a  company,  which  shall  possess  the  in- 
dependent and  sovereign  right  to  coin  or  manufacture  money, 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof  why  may  they  not  also  in- 
vest such  corporations  with  power  to  control  the  commerce 
of  the  country  in  all  such  exchangeable  articles  or  com- 
modities that  may  properly  come  under  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  1  Why  not  go  still  larther— for  if 
Congress  can  delegate  to  a  corporation  this  prime  sttribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  establishment  of  a  standard  of  value- 
why  not,  I  say,  extend  it  to  every  other  specified  power 
of  the  constitution  1  For  I  repeat  it,  if  Congress  have  the 
power,  under  this  or  any  other  clause  of  the  constitution, 
to  delegate  to  a  corporation  of  its  own  cmating  any  one  of 
the  enumerated  powen^  they  may,  with  equal  propriety, 
delegate  to  it  every  other  power.  Let  Congress  recognise 
this  construction,  and  what  would  be  the  consequence  1 
Sir,  we  should  no  longer  be  a  nation  of  fmemen,  living 
ander  a  free  constitution ;  hot  the  slaves  of  soulless  corp<w 
rations.  An  independent  and  irresponsible  power  would 
be  established  in  the  land ;  the  restraints  and  limitaUnns 
imposed  upon  Congress  by  the  constitntioy  would  be 
overthrown ;  and  the  foundations  of  your  Government  not 
only  rocked,  but  riven. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  a  little  further  the  extraordinary 
artument  urged  by  Mr.  McDuffie  in  support  of  his  most 
extraordinary  position.  '*  Coin,*'  says  he,  **  was  regarded, 
at  the  period  of  framing  the  constitution,  as  synonymous 
with  currency,  as  it  was  then  generally  believed  thai  bank 
notes  could  only  be  maintained  in  circulation  by  being  the 
true  representativee  of  the  precious  metals."  What,  sir! 
coin  and  cnrrency-^coin  and  paper  money — coin  and  bank 
notes  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  thing,  as  synonymous, 
at  the  time  of  framing  the  consiitoiion !  What !  <*  gener- 
ally believed  at  that  period,"  that  paper  money  was  *«tha 
true  representative  of  the  predons  metals  I"  Sir,  does  not 
the  who'e  history  of  that  period  contradict  these  rsckless 
and  unfounded  assertions  1  f  appeal  to  the  historical  rscol- 
leetions  of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  11  it  does  not.  Is 
it  not  notorious  that  the  framera  of  the  constitution  were 
emphatically  hard-money  men  t  Is  it  not  notorious  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  only  currency  recognised  by  the 
constitution  1  Is  it  not  known  to  all,  that  Congress  have 
no  power,  under  the  constitution,  to  authorize  any  indi- 
vidual, company,  or  corporation,  to  issue  federal  paper 
money  t  Every  part  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to 
the  subject  of  money  is  clear,  explicit,  and  unequivocal. 
The  intention  of  the'framers  of  the  constitution,  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  not  only  made  manifest  by  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  but  also  by  a  IdW  passed  immediately  after  the 
meeting  of  the  first  Congress  under  the  constitution,  which 
defines  the  kind  of  money  to  be  received  by  the  federal 
Treasury.  This  law  provides,  <*  that  the  feea  and  duties 
payable  to  the  Government,  ahall  be  received  in  gold  and 
silver  only.'*  This  statute,  lie  it  remembered,  was  passed 
within  one  month  after  Congress  had  assembled.  And, 
again,  the  law  in  reference  to  that  part  of  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  passed  in  1800, 
declares  that  specie  and  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  shall 
alone  ba  received  in  payment  of  sucif  lands.  These  two 
acts  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  federal  revenue,  passed 
immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  consUtution,  ought 
and  must  be  regarded  as  unerring  interpreters  of  that  in- 
strument, so  fiir  as  the  point  immediately  under  considera- 
tion is  coneerned.  if  the  members  of  the  first  Congress 
regarded  paper  money  and  ••coin"  as  synonymoo%  why 
did  they  enact  that  gold  and  silver  coin  only  should- be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  federal  revenue  1    If  they  even 


1599 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1600 


H.  or  RO 


Suh-Trtfuury  BUL 


[Oct.  18,  1887. 


considered  paper  money,  or  bank  notea,  ma  aynonyroona 
with  coin,  aa  contended  by  Mr.  McDoffie,  they  appeared, 
at  all  events,  to  discriminate  between  paper  coin  and  gold 
and  silver  coin,  by  making  the  latter  only  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues.  8o  thai  "  gold  and  ailver 
coin/'  and  not  paper  coin,  appear  to  be  the  only  currency 
known  to  the  constitution ;  or  to  the  laws  of  Congress 
which  define  the  kind  of  currency  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  federal  revenues. 

I  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  for  a 
few  moments,  to  the  la»t  paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of 
the  constitution :  «<  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  carry  into  efiect  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers.*' It  will  not  be  pretended,  I  apprehend,  that  thia 
clause  vests  in  Congress  any  new  substantive  power; 
or  that  it  in  anywise  supersedes  or  invalidates  any  one  of 
the  enumerated  powers.  This  position  would  be  too  ez* 
travagant-^too  monatroos,  for  even  modern  aophists  to 
take.  It  will,  I  trust,  be  conceded,  that  the  powers  com* 
prehended  in  thia  clause  are  aobordinate  and  incidental  in 
their  nature,  merely  conferring  on  Congrew  the  right  to 
exercise  such  meana  as  shall  be  strictly  neeessary  and  prop- 
er to  execute  the  express  powers ;  cr^  without  which,  the 
powers  expressly  granted  cannot  be  carried  into  effect. 
This  point  yielded,  as  yielded  it  must  be,  the  question 
arises,  whet||er  a  national  bank  be  a  necessary  and  proper 
means  to  cMiy  into  eflbct  any  of  the  specified  powers  1  In 
order  to  show  that  it  is  necessary,  essential,  indispensable, 
it  must  be  maile  to  appear  that  the  enumerated  powers  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  independent  of  a  national  bank*. 
Experience  has  demonstrated  that  they  can,  one  and  all. 
And,  in  the  second  place,  in  order  lo  prove  that  a  national 
bank  is  a  proper  meana,  it  must  be.  shown  that  the  power 
tn  creste  it  is  an  incidenul  and  not  a  subsftntive  power ; 
which,  I  apprehend,  cannot  be  done.  No,  air,  it  cannot 
be  shown  that  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation, 
is  merely  an  incidental  or  subsidiary  power.  Among  all 
the  powers  enumerated  in  the  constitution,  I  defy  gentle- 
men to  designate  a  solitary  one  that  is  capable  of  being 
wielded  with  more  potent  effect;  not  for  good,  but  for  evil. 
If  Congress  possess  the  power  to  grant  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, in  their  national  cap  icity,  in  one  case,  they  do 
an  another.  If  they  possess  it  at  all,  they  possess  it  with- 
out limit,  and  can  extend  if,  whenever  they  think  proper, 
to  any  and  every  object  whatever;  whether  it  be  in  deroga*- 
tion  of  Sute  and  individual  rights,  to  a  Mississippi  land 
monopoly,  to  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  Indies,  or  to 
the  cod  and  whale  fisheries.  Sir,  what  is  the  distinguish- 
ing characteristics  of  incorporations  ?  They  are  essential- 
ly aristociatic  in  their  nature;  being  invested  with  exclu- 
■ive  privileges.— privileges  withheld  from  the  rest  of  society . 
They  are  allowed  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate;  which 
the  United  States  themsolves  cannot  do  without  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  States.  Ttfly  are  sllowed  to  hold  pro- 
perty in  mortmain^  and  are  capable  of  being  so  organized  or 
conaUtuted  as  to  change  the  course  of  descent  in  the  several 
States ;  I  mean  where  thrir  corporate  character  is  concern- 
ed. Nor  is  this  all :  so  sacred  are  their  righu  held,  and 
fo  carefully  guarded  are  they  by  the  legislature  and  judici- 
ary, that  they  cannot  be  reached  Ity  law  without  permission 
on  their  part* ;  nay,  more,  they  are  even  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  future  legislatures — nl  leant,  such  is  the  opin- 
ion of  some.  And  yet  we  are  told  that  a  power  to  incor- 
porate— a  power  of  tuch  great  and  fearful  magnitude,  and 
capable  of  producing  so  much  mischief— is,  afker  all,  a 
mere  incident  of  a  power !  Think  you,  air,  that  if  the 
members  of  the  convention  who  framed  the  constitution 
had  considered  a  national  bank  either  a  proper  or  necessafy 
means  to  carry  into  e^ct  any  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution,  that  they  would  have  rejeried  a 
direcl  proposition  to  establish  a  bank,  or  refused  to  in- 
vest Congrvaa  with  power  to  grant  chartera  of  incorpora- 


tion, of  whatever  description  1  Is  it  probable  that  wise 
and  patriotic  men  would  have  acted  ao  inconsistently—^ 
absurdly  1  « It  is  known,"  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  •*  that  the 
very  power  now  prfpoeed  as  a  means,  was  rejected  as  an 
end,  by  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution." 
««  A  proposition,"  he  adds,  •<  was  made  lo  them  to  au- 
thorize Congress  to  open  canals,  and  an  amendatory  one  to 
empower  them  to  incorporate.  But  the  whole  was  Ttjeet- 
ed ;  and  one  of  the  reaaons  of  Ejection  nrged  in  debate 
waa,  that  they  then  would  have  power  to  erect  a  bank." 
Here,  then,  sir,  is  authority  not  to  be  questioned,  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  the  power  lo  erect  a  bank,  *<  propoeed  as 
a  means,  was  rejected  as  an  end,"  by  the  very  authors  of 
the  constitution  ilielf  The  fact,  therefore,  that  the 
framers  of  the  consUtution  deliberately  and  designedly 
withheld  from  Congress  the  power  to  incorporate  a  banl^ 
utterly  excludes  the  idea  that  auch  power  waa  intended  to 
be  granted,  either  expreasly  or  incidentally,  apecifically  or 
impliedly.  To  contend  that  a  power,  intentionally  with- 
held from  Congresa  by  the  framera  of  the  constitution,  can 
be  rightfully  ezercised*  by  Congress,  is  to  outrage  common 
sense,  and  all  approved  rales  of  construction.  Let  the 
principle  be  once  esUblished,  that  neither  the  express  letter 
of  an  instrament,  nor  the  evident  intention  of  its  author  or 
authors,  is  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  iU  meaning,  and  all 
written  constitutions,  contracts,  laws,  and  chartera,  become 
a  dead  letter.  I  would  entreat  gentlemen  to  consider  well 
before  they  give  further  countenancie  to  such  doctrines.  I 
would  respectfully  remind  them,  that,  by  disreganiing  the 
express  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  tlie  evident  in- 
tention of  its  framera,  and  resorting  to  construction  and 
implication  alone  for  authority,  they  will  eventually  raiae 
up  a  monument  of  folly,  which,  if  not  as  impious,  will 
create  as  much  confusion  as  that  which  towered  on 
Shiner's  plain.  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  I 
would  deny  the  existence  of  all  implied  powers.  I  am 
aware,  sir,  that  the  convention,  in  framing  the  constitution, 
marked  out  and  enumerated  the  principal  ends  of  Govern- 
ment, withont  particularizing  all  the  means  by  which  these 
ends  were  to  be  secured.  A  discretionary  power,  to  a  cer- 
tain eztent,  most  necessarily  be  left  with  Congress.  The 
constitution,  for  ez  ample,  has  tested  in  Congress  the  pow- 
er to  raise  and  support  armies.  But  at  what  time  armies 
are  to  be  raised,  to  what  extent,  and  for  what  cause  this 
power  is  to  be  exercised,  it  has  necessarily  left  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  national  legislature.  Many  other  cases 
might  be  cited,  where  the  means  necessary  to  cany  into 
effect  the  enumerated  pow^ra  are  left  to  the  selection  of 
Congress.  But  the  mean,  or  incidental  power,  ought,  in 
all  cases,  to  bear  a  due  ralationsbip  to  the  specified  power. 
It  was  well  remarked  by  a  distinguished  Senator  (Mr. 
Clat)  in  debate,  that : 

<*  In  all  caaes  where  incidental  powera  are  acted  upon, 
the  principal  and  incidental  ought  to  be  congenial  with 
each  other,  and  partake  of  a  common  nature.  •  The  inci- 
dental power  ought  to  be.  strictly  subordinate,  and  limited 
to  the  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  apecified  power. 
In  other  worda,  under  the  name  of  accomplishing  one  ob- 
ject which  is  specified,  the  power  implied  ought  not  to  be 
made  to  embrace  other  objects^  which  are  not  specified  in 
the  constitution.  If,  then,  you  could  establish  a  bank  to 
collect  and  distribute  thejevenue,  ii  ought  to  be  expreasly 
restricted  to  iho  purpose  of  such  collection  and  distribution. 

**  I  contend  that  the  States  have  the  exclusive  power  to 
regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  capacities  and  incapacitica 
to  rontract,  and  to  provide  as  to  the  extent  of  responaibitity 
of  debtora  to  their  creditora.  If  Congre*«  have  the  power 
to  erect  an  artificial  body,  and  say  it  ahall  be  endowed  with 
the  attributes  of  an  individual — if  you  can  bestow  on  thia 
object  of  your  own  creation  the  ability  to  contract  may 
you  not,  in  contravention  of  State  rights,  confer  upon 
slaves,  infimts,  and  Mmea  covertc^  the  ability  to    con- 
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tiBct  ?  And  i^-ou  have  the  power  to  say  that  an  as- 
sociation of  intffCiduals  shall  be  responsible  for  their  debts 
only  in  a  cer^n  limited  degree,  what  is  to  prevent  an  ex- 
tension of  a  similar  exemption  to  individuald  ?  Where  is 
the  limitation  npon  this  power  to  set  up  corporations  ? 
You  est^Iioli  one  in  the  heart  of  a  State,  the  basis  of 
whose  capital  is  money.  You  may  erect  others,  whose 
capital  shall  consist  of  land,  slaves,  and  personal  estates, 
and  thus  the  whole  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
State  might  be  absorbed  by  these  political  bodies.  The 
existing  bank  contends,  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  a 
^  8tate  to  tax  it;  and  if  this  pretension  be  well  founded,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  Congress,  by  chartering  companies,  to  dry 
up  all  the  sources  of  State  revenue." 

Yes,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  was  right,  when  he  said 
that  the  incidental  power  ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate, 
and  limited  to  the  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  speci- 
fied power.  He  was  right  in  saying,  that  in  all  cases 
where  incidental  powers  are  acted  upon,  the  principal  and 
incidental  ought  to  lie  congenial  with  each  other,  and  par- 
take of  a  cosnmon  nature.  And  he  would  have  l»cen 
equally  right,  bad  he  added,  that  no  means  can  be  proper, 
that  are  not  compatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
and  the  genius  of  our  Government.  But  I  will  no  longer 
detain  the  committee  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  having 
already  shown,  as  I  believe,  beyond  all  cavil,  that  the 
clause  which  has  been  last  examined  does  not  confer  'on 
Congress  power  to  incorporate  a  moneyed  institution  of 
any  description. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  arguments — not  of  a  con- 
stitutional character,  nor  strictly  applicable — but  neverthe- 
less frequently  appealed  (o  by  the  advocates  of  a  national 
bank.  I  allude  to  that  class  ol  arguments  which  rest  on 
precedent  alone  for  support.  The  friends  and  champions 
of  a  United  States  bank,  when  no  longer  able  to  find  le- 
gitimate support,  when  forced  to  abandon  every  constitu- 
tional position,  seek  refuge  in  the  misty  regions  of  prece- 
dent. The  acts  of  former  legislatures,  and  the  opinions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  not  the  constitution,  are  ap- 
pealed to  for  authority  :  and  lo!  King  Precedent  is  anointed 
with  the  unction  of  infallibility ;  becomes  the  keeper  of 
their  consciences,  and  the  olrject  of  their  idolatry  ;  his  be- 
hests the  laws,  his  standard  the  mistletoe,  which  these  po- 
litical Druids  venerate.  But  to  vary  the  figure — what  is 
there  in  the  character  or  nature  of  precedent  so  sanative 
and  holy  that  can  heal  all  moral  maladies,  and  justify  all 
political  transgressions?  Or,  wherefore  is  it,  that  prece- 
dent should  fetter  the  intellect,  destroy  moral  agency,  and 
bear  sway  where  reason  and  conscience  should  alone  pre- 
side 1  Sir,  would  it  not  bn  well  for  those  who  have  swoni 
to  support  the  constitution,  to  pause  and  reflect  before  they 
subscribe  to  a  doctrine  so  fraught  with  mischief,  and  so  in- 
iaucal  to  reason  1 

It  is  alleged,  by  some  of  the  servile  brain-bound  slaves 
of  precedent,  that  Congress  would  be  justilicd  in  chaiter- 
ing  a  bank,  (at  the  present  time,)  whether  authorized  by 
the  constitution  or  not,  because. similar  institutions  have 
hitherto  existed.  They  contend  that,  inasmuch  as  those 
institutions  were  established  by  Congress,  submitted  to  by 
the  people,  acquiesced  in  by  the  States,  and  sanctioned 
bj  the  Supreme  Court,  they  were  recognised  by  all  the 
acts  which  imply  the  sanction  of  organic  law.  Sir,  I  can- 
not, for  one,  yield  assent  to  doctrines  so  false,  so  loose,  so 
licentious  I  deny  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people,  the  democracy,  are,  or  ever  were,  in  favor  of  a 
chartered  money  monopoly,  whether  State  or  national. 
The  insinuation  is  a  rank  and  insolent  libel  on  their  patri- 
otism, their  intelligence,  and  their  integrity.  No,  sir,  the 
frank  and  honest-hearted  democrats  of  this  country  utterly 
reject  and  abhor  the  doctrine,  that  time  or  precedent  can 
BR/ictify  iniquity,  or  justify  any  infraction  of  the  social 
compact. 
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It  is  contended  by  another,  but  similftr  class  of  moralistis 
that  the  constitution  ought  to  be  so  construed^  as  to  expand 
with  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  conform  to  its  diversi- 
fied arid' mutable  relations.     Against  this  doctrine,  also,  I 
enter  my  protest.     It  is  too  ductile  to  be  either  safe  or 
sound  ;  too  liable  to  be  drawn  out  to  dangerous  lengths, 
and  bent  to  mischievous  purposes.     Sir,  what  is  the  nature 
of  the  obligation  under  which  we  actt     What  is  required 
of  us  before  entering  upon  our  duties  as  representatives  1 
It  is  required,  by  the  constitution,  that  '<  the  Senaiois  and 
Representatives,  and  the  members  of  the  several  State 
Legislatures,  and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  both 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  Sutes,  shall  be 
bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  constitution." 
bir,  the  requisition  is  emphatic  and  positive-— couched  in 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.     Our  duty  is  palpable ; 
we.  cannot  err  ignorantly.     We  are  bound,  by  all  the  obli- 
gations which  an  oath  imposes,  to  **  support  this  constitu- 
tion.'*    We  are  not  required  to  "support*'  the  forced  con- 
structions that  may  be  given  by  a.  pliant  court,  or  by  a 
careless  or  venal  legislature.     We  are'  not  called  upon  to 
*'  support'*  a  constitution  corrupted  by  cougressional  inter- 
polations, or  distorted  and  sophisticated  by  the  legal  mum- 
meries of  the  bar  or  the  bench.     Nor  are  we  obligated  to 
support  a  constitution  that  may  be  construed  to  change  with 
times  and  circumstances ;  that  may  grow  with  the  growth, 
and  decay  with  the  decline  of  the  country :  but  we  are 
bound  by  our  solemn  oaths  or  afllirmations  to  "support 
this  constitution"  in  its  purity  and  integrity,  unsophistica- 
ed  and  uncontaminated.     Sir,  there  are  two  classes  of  men 
in  this  world  who  rely  upon  precedent,  and  who  seem  to 
believe  in  its  infallibility,  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit  and 
perseverance.     The  one,  the  morally  lax,  who  have  no 
objection  to  transgress,  provided  they  can  find  a  pretext  in 
precedent ;  the  other,  the  mentally  indolent,  who  find  less 
labor  in  adopting  the  opinions  of  others,  than  in  analyzing 
and  investigating  for  themselves ;  while  the  rigidly  honest 
and  intellectually  industrious,  spurn  all  mental  tyranny, 
refusing,  in  all  cases,  to  yield  their  assent,  but  as  the  re- 
sult of  their  conviction.     Sir,  let  me  nut  lie  misunderstood 
when  I  say  that  precedent  is  dangerous  and  pernicious ;  I 
mean  that  it  is  so  when  regarded  as  an  obligatory  rule  in 
matters  of  legislation,  and  in  the  common  affairs  of  lile. 
In  courts  of  justice,,  in  the  dispensation  of  civil  and  criminal 
law,  it  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  advantageously  referi'ed 
to  as  a  guide.     For  eo  diversified  and  complicated  are  the 
subjects  of  litigation,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  legislator 
to  anticipate  and  provide  for  every  case  that  may  occur.    It 
becomes  the  duty,  therefore,  of  the  judge,  the  organ  of  the 
law,  not  only  to  proclaim  the  .written  law  of  the  land,  but 
also  to  decide  in  cases  where  no  statutory  provision  has 
been  made,  as  reason  and  justice  .may  dictate.     Nor,  as  a 
general  rule,  ousht  dccii^ions  thus  made  to  be  lightly  re- 
garded by  succeeding  judges,  especially  in  cases  where  the 
points  in  litigation  are  analogous.     But,  sir,  while  I  wil- 
lingly admit  that  precedent  may  be  properly  referred  to  as 
authority  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  I  utterly  deny 
that  it  is  necessarily  obligatory  upon  legislative  bodies.     It 
matters  not,  therefore,  whether  a  precedent  in  favor  of  a 
United  •States  bank  be  found  in  the  acts  of  former  legisla- 
tures, or  in  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  is,  in 
either  case,  incompetent  to  control  the  acts  of  this  body. 
Congress,  I  trust,  wi)l  never  be  willing  to  acknowledge  the 
binding  force  of  precedent,  in  the  decision  of  constitutional 
questions.     But,  sir,  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
precedent  to  be  good  authority,  what  does  it  prove  in  this 
easel     I  apprehend  that  it  would  rather  make  against  than 
in  favor  of  a  bank.     We  find,  in  1811,  when  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  granted  in  1791  was  applied  for,  that  iu  consti- 
tutionality was  discussed,  and  that  the  application  was  re- 
jected.    And  further,  when  the  bank  petitioned  Cemgress 
for  time  to  wind  up  its  afioirs,  the  petition  was  referred  tu 
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a  committee  who  reported  against  the  application,  urgin|r 
thai  it  was  unconstitutional,  and  the  report  was  concurred 
in.  Tn  1813,  when  the  subject  of  a  bank  was  again  be- 
fore Congress,  and  while  under  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Webstkr,]  tlien  a  member  of  the  House, 
declared  in  his  place,  while  opposing  the  bank,  that  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  had  been  refused,  because  it 
was  unconstittUional ;  and  Congress  again  decided  against 
a  bank.  In  1 832,  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  granted  in 
1816  was  vetoed  by  the  late  President,  and  subsequently 
rejected  by  Congress,  both  alleging  that  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional. So  that  the  precedents,  so  far  as  the  action  of  Con- 
gress is  concerned,  are  equal.  If  reference  be  had  to  the 
States,  we  shall  find  that  a  large  majority  of  them  have 
been  opposed,  on  constitulional  ground,  to  a  United  States 
bank.  Whatever  authority,  therefore,  may  attach  to  pre- 
cedent, makes  against  a  bank.  But  the  Supreme  Court 
has  decided  that  Congress  have  power  to  incorporate  a  bank; 
and  these  decisions  are  appealed  to  with  as  much  apparent 
triumph,  by  the  advocates  of  a  national  bank,  as  if  the  de- 
crees of  that  court  v/ete  binding  on  Congress,  and  settled 
the  constitutional  quention  forever.  Sir,  what  are  we  to 
understand  from  this  1  Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that 
the  three  departments  of  Government  are  not  co-ordinate, 
and  that  the  judiciary  is  clothed  with  the  exclusive  attri- 
butes of  supremacy  1  that  neither  the  Executive  nor  the 
Legislative  departments  are  allowed  to  judge  of  their  own 
powers,  when  acting  within  their  appropriate  spheres,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties  1  Is  it  intended 
that  the  understandings,  the  oaths,  and  the  consciences  of 
the  other  two  departments,  are  to  be  silenced  and  overawed 
by  the  despotic  fiat  of  the  bench  1  This  heretical,  servile, 
and  detestable  doctrine  is  industriously  propogated,  I  am 
aware ;  not  boldly  and  openly,  but  clandestinely  and  in- 
sidiously, by  hints,  innuendoes,  and  mysterious  givings  out. 
God  forbid,  patriotism  forbid,  that  it  should  ever  be  acknowl- 
edged by  the  Executive  or  Legislative  departments,  or  re- 
ceived by  the  American  people.  For  one,  I  reject  it  with 
disdain.  I  deny,  and  defy  mortal  man  to  prove,  that  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  can  settle  a  constitutional 
question  in  any  other  than  in  a  judicial  sense.  It  cannot 
afifect  legislation — cannot  control  the  decisions  of  Congress, 
or  of  the  Executive — cannot  control  the  sovereign  and  ab- 
solute power  of  the  people,  nor  of  their  representatives. 
It  is  just  as  much  the  province  of  Congreas,  or  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  any  matter 
that  may  properly  come  before  them  for  their  action,. as  it 
is  for  the  judiciary  when  It  comes  before  them  for  decision. 
Congress  is  no  more  bound  by  the  opinions  of  the  Supreme 
judges  than  are  the  judges  by  the  opinions  of  Congress. 
U'he  constitution  vests  *f  the  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may  from 
time  to  time  ordain  and  establish."  •  In  all  instances,  there- 
fore, where  suits  are  prosecuted  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  of  which  the  courts  have  jurisdiction,  and  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  all  such  decisions  are  final.  That 
being  the  court  of  the  last  resort,  the  parties  cannot  appeal, 
but  in  all  cases  are  bound  to  abide  by  such  decision.  But, 
as  has  been  before  remarked,  no  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  can  be  obligatory  upon  either  of  the  other  co-ordi- 
nate departments.  When  either  is  called  to  the  discharge 
uf  its  appropriate  duties,  that  branch,,  and  not  the  Supreme 
Court,  is  the  judge,  under  the  constitution,  of  its  own  acts. 
Nor  are  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  or  Legislative  de- 
partments binding  upon  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  acting  within  their  appropriate  spheres.  So  long  as 
each  of  the  several  departments  acts  as  a  check  upon  the 
olhei,  there  is  less  danger  of  the  abuse  of  power — whether 
springing  from  ignorance  or  unlawful  ambition.  But  it 
may  be  asked,  how  constitutional  questions  are  to  bo  settled 
in  the  event  of  a  non-concurrence  of  i>innion  in  the  co-or- 


dinate departments.  I  answer,  by  the  p^le  through  the 
ballot  boxes.  For  let  it  bo  borne  in  mind;  that  tliis  Gov- 
ernment is  emphatically  a  Government  of  the  people:  it 
emanates  from  the  ])eople,  iU  powers  are  granted  by  the 
people,  and  are  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit ;  and,  bo 
far  at  lea.st  as  the  representative  department  is  concerned, 
in  pursuance  of  their  instructions,  whenever  they  may 
think  proper  to  exercise  the  right.  All  the  departments  of 
Government,  the  Executive,  the  Legislative,  and  the  Ju- 
diciary, were  established  by  the  people  to  transact  their 
business,  agreeably  to  thie  powers  bestowed.  Consequent- 
ly, when  contradictory  opinions  are  entertained  by  the  sev- 
eral departments,  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  their  consti- 
tutional powers,  the  people  are  the  only  tribunal  to  which 
the  niatter  in  dispute  can  be  pro|)erly  referred;  and  their 
decision',  proclaimed  through  the  ballot  box,  must  be  final 
and  conclusive.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  this  doctrine  will 
not  be  very  popular  in  certain  quarters ;  bat  I  conceive  it, 
nevertheless,  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  genius  and  spirit 
of  our  institutions,  and  maintainable  upon  stiict  democratic 
principles. 

It  being  admitted,  then,  that  the  several  deparlmenta  are 
co-ordinate,  and  their  opinions,  therefore,  not  binding  up- 
on each  other,  it  remains  .to  be  considered  what  weight  is 
due  to  the  decisions  of  the  jadiciary  in  favor  of  the  constl- 
tmionalily  of  a  United  States  bank.  Sir,  whatever  impor- 
tance I  might  be  willing  to  attach  to  the  opinions  of  such 
an  enlightened  tribunal  on  doubtful  and  intricate  subjects, 
I  am  unwilling  to  concede  to  them  a  controlling  influence 
in  the  decision  of  a  question  like  the  orte  under  diiicussion, 
when  I  am  furnished  with  a  written  constitution  for  my 
guide,  and  in  which  every  delegated  power  is  distinctly  and 
accurately  delineated,  both  to  the  natural  and  the  mental 
eye. 

Sir,  I  have  examined  this  instrument  intently,  anxiouily, 
and,  I  trust,  honestly  ;  but  nowhere  do  I  find  in  it  a  power 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.     Sir,  I  affirm,  and  hold 
that  I  am  able  to  maintain,  in  defiance  of  all  the  arts  of 
sophistry  and   mystification,   that  the  convention  which 
framed  the  constitution  did  neither  grant  any  express  pow- 
er authorizing  Congress  to  charter  a  national  bank,  nor  in- 
tend that  any  power  whatever,  whether  incidental  or  oth- 
erwise, should  be  exercised  for  such  purpose.    And  further, 
that  the  convention  positively  rejected  a  direct  propoeltion 
to  empower  Congress  to  incorporate  a  national  bank,  and 
repeatedly  rejected  written  propositions"  to  grant  charters  of 
incorporation.     But  let  us  first  examine  for  a  moment  the 
ground  assumed  by  the  judiciary,  in  arguing  the  conatita- 
tionality  of  a  national  bank.     By  reference  to  a  decision 
had  in  the  case  of  McCulloch  against  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, it  will  lie  found  that  the  principles  upon  which  the 
judiciary  rely,  are  substantially  the  same  which  prevailed 
in   1791,  and  ushered  into  being  the  first  United  States 
Bank.     The  main  point  of  the  argument  of  General  Ham- 
ilton, as  well  as  that  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  sfipport  of 
the  constitutionality  of  a  l>ank,  turns  upon  the  alleged  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure.    'I'he  judges,  as  I  understand  them, 
acknowledge  the  alisence  of  all  express  constitutional  au- 
thority, admit  that  the  power  can  only  be  deri\-cd  by  im- 
plication, and  only  exercised  on  the  ground  of  a  just  ne- 
cessity.   That  is,  a  b<1nk  is  constitutional,  if  it  be  necessary 
to  carry  into  execution  any  of  the  express  powers ;  but,  if 
not  necessary  to  that  end,  or  if  that  end  can  be  attained 
by  other  appropriate  means,  then  it  is  not  constitutional 
the  power  to  incorporate  not  being  expressly  granted   to 
Congress.     Upon  this  hypothesis  Congress  have  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  charter  a  national  Irank,  if  such  hnnk 
be  not  absoIuti*ly  and  indispensably  necessary  to  the  execu- 
tion of  a  specified  power.     Query  :  would  even  the  nece-s> 
sity  of  the  measure  justify  its  adoption,  without  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  ?     But,  sir,  it  yet  remains  to   lie 
shown  that  a  national  bank  is  an  essential  means  of  execu- 
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tin;  any  of  the  enumeriled  powoKs;  and,  until  this  be  done, 
the  opinions  of  the  jodiciary  a^ail  nothing.  Whatever 
nay  be  the  general  principle  affirmed  by  them,  their  argu- 
nents  neither  make  for  nor  against  the  constitutionality  of 
a  national  bank.  Tt  is  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
tfaocaee  already  alluded  to,  thai  «the  government  which 
has  a  rii^ht  to  do  an  act,*and  hab  imposed  on  it  the  duty  of 
performing  that  act,  must. be  allowed  to  select  the  means." 
Sir,  I  am  constrained  to  doubt  the  validity  of  this  doctrine 
when  carried  to  its  full  eitent  Suppose  we  put  it  to  the 
test.  It  Is  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
"reipilate  commerce. "  Does  it  foUojr  that  they  have  the 
ri^fat  Co  make  nse  of  what  means  they  plesse  in  order  to 
•eoompUsh  that  end  1  If  so,  they  msy  incorporate  a  com- 
psny  ^r  that  purpose,  alleging  that  an  act  of  incorporation 
m  a  neceadary  mean  for  the  atta-nment  of  the  end  proposed, 
lo  other  wordis,  that  the  regulation  of  commerce  could  not 
he  so  well  effected  in  any  other  way.  And  why  noti 
There  is  no  constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way  that  may 
not  be  surmounted  with  tha  ladder  of  construction.  And 
if  Congress  should  only  happen  to  think  that  a  chartered 
company  would  be  the  best  mean  to  ** regulate  commerce," 
vhat  would  there  be  to  prevent  such  incorporation  1  Ac- 
cording to  the  position  assumed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  you 
can  firsi  raise  this  power  from  an  incident,  and  then  con- 
sider it  a  principal — confer  on  it  the  power  of  legislative  pro- 
creation, and  authorize  the  mother  institution  to  propagate 
her  hasCard  progeny  in  every  Stale  and  Territory  in  the 
Voion.  And  why  not,  I  say  1 '  You  have  all  the  authori- 
ty in  favor  of  it  which  precedent  can  fuoiish,  in  the  char- 
ter of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  Bank.  That  in- 
atitotion  had  the  power  conferred  upon  it  by  Congress  of 
multiplying  its  progeny  at  pleasure.  It  had  the  power,  by 
virtue  of  its  chsracter,  to  establish  branch  banks,  without 
(he  conseni  of  the  States,  whenever  and  wheresoever  it 
pleased.  It  had  the  legislative  power  delegated  to  it  by 
Congress,  in  defiance  of  the  checks  and  rsatrainta  which 
the  American  constitutions  interpose,  of  creating,  at  iu  op- 
tion, other  hanks  and  other  directors:  snd  this  power  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  judiciary.  If  Congress  possessed 
the  constitutional  power  to  incorporate  a  moneyed  institu- 
tion* such  as  the  Ute  United  States  Bank,  it  may  also  pos- 
sess the  power  to  charter  a  company,  and  endow  it  with 
the  faculty  of  legislative  fecundity,  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  Only  let  Congress  .adopt  the  prin* 
dptr  that  they  have  the  power  to  select  what  means  they 
ptease,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution  a  specific  power, 
and  alt  the  limitations,  all  Che  restraints  which  the  grant  of 
delegated  powers  impose,  are  broken  down  and  subverted 
fererer.  Sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  consider 
this  doctrine  not  only  false,  hut  dangerous  to  liberty.  Tho 
•xerciseof  a  discretionary  power,  in  tlie  selection  of  means, 
must  necessarily  be  limited  to  such  means  as  are  strictly 
proper ;  and  no  means  that  are  incompatible  with  the  prin- 
ciptos  upim  which  our  Government  is  founded,  can  be 
proper,  however  convenient  they  may  be.  A  chartered 
monopoly  is  not,  cannot  be  a  proper  mean  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect any  of  the  ends  of  a  Government  based  on  tlie  princi- 
ples of  political  equality.  Would  you  consider  the  ezer* 
dae  of  exclusive  political  privileges  aa  an  appropriate  means 
to  promote  the  principle  of  equal  political  rights  ?  The 
idea  is  absurd  on  the  very  face  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  woukl  not  wantonly  assail  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  judiciary.  I  trust  that  I  am  capable  of  fairly 
and  honestly  appreciating  the  character  of  that  enlightened 
and  honorable  tribunal.  But  however  highly  I  may  ea- 
teem  thtm  for  purity  of  purpose  and  integrity  of  character, 
I  casnol,  with  the  evidence  before  me,  regard  them  aa  un- 
erring in  judgment ;  and  I  trust  that  the  day  is  far  distant 
wbetA  they  will  be  recognised  by  Congress,  or  the  American 
people,  as  a  body  of  infallibles.  Sir,  I  believe  that  I  am 
joslificd  in  saying  that  the  ciroanwtances  which  surround 


and  necessarily  operate  upon  the  American  judiciary,  are 
tin  propitious  to  liberty ;  the  nature  of  their  office,  the  ten- 
ure by  which  it  is  held,  and  the  fact  of  their  non-account- 
ability to  the  people,  must,  on  the  known  principles  of  hu- 
man nature,  have  a  tendency  to  render,  them  covetous  of 
power,  arbitrary,  and  despotic.  Nor  is  this  all.  Indoc- 
trinated from  their  youth  in  the  principles  and  prejudices 
of  Bnglioh  jurists ;  educated  in  English  books ;  ever  con- 
sulting English  authorities ;  constantly  familiar  with  mo- 
narchical doctrin<)s ;  in  a  word,  all  the  laws  of  mental  as- 
sociation, under  which  their  intellects  are  reared  and  fash- 
ioned, are  inimical  to  that  broad-based  and  high-toned  free- 
dom which  the  American  people  delight  to  cherish.  Mor 
will  the  truth  of  this  pt>sition  be  doubted  or  denied  by  tliose 
who  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  past ;  who  have 
studied  the  s()rings  of  human  action ;  reflected  upon  the 
naturo  of  human  power ;  and  observed  its  constant  prone- 
ness  to  enlarge  or  overleap  its  boundaries.  But  why  appeal 
to  hypotheses,  when  I  can  so  reailily  summon  fiicts  to  my 
aid  ?  The  history  of  the  Supreme  Court  ia  rife  with  testi- 
mony directly  to  the  point.  By  a  careful  examination  and 
analysis  of  its  decisions,  it  will  be  found  that  they  have,  in 
most  instances,  leaned  to  the  side  of  federal  power ;  over- 
looked the  rights  of  the  citizen  and  of  the  Slates;  and  evin- 
ced a  strong  and  uniform  bias  for  a  consolitlated  Govern- 
ment. The  alien  and  sedition  laws-«notoriously  unconsli- 
tutiooal,  and  so  pronounced'  by  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the 
American  people-*received  the  sanction  of  that  court.  The 
sedition,  or  **gag  law,'*  made  it  an  oflfenoe,  punishable  by 
indictment,  to  publish  any  thing  which  even  had  a  tenden- 
cy to  bring  into  disrepute  the  officers  of  the  Government; 
and  many  worthy  and  patriolio  cilisens  were,  in  pursu* 
ance  of  that  nefarioua  law,  incarcerated  for  daring  to  com- 
plain of  the  opressions  of  their  rulers.  And  this  law,  un- 
c<matitutional  as  it  wa?,  and  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  and  of  the  priitcipletf  of  our  Government  as  it  waa* 
received  the  judicial  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Sir, 
I  will  hazard  the  declaration,  and  without  the  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that,  if  all  the  principles  which  have  received 
the  sanction  of  the  judiciary  were  now  in  full  force  and 
operation,  the  American  people,  bereft  of  all  the  blessings 
of  a  fme  constitution,  would,  at  this  moment,  be  writhing 
under  the  unmitigated  oppressions  of  a  heartless,  ruthleas 
despotism.  And  yet,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  there 
are  those  among  us,  notwithstanding  tlieir  knowledge  of 
this  truth,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  judicial  libels  upon 
the  constitution,  which  are  plain  to  theur  eyes  and  to  iheir 
understandings,  who  still  cicaave  to  that  tribunal  with  all  the 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  infatuations-regard  it  as  the  exclu- 
sive depository  of  wisdom,  of  freedom,  of  patriot  ism-^and 
its  decreea  as  infallible,  fixed,  and  immutable,  as  the  fiat 
of  fate. 

But,  sir,  I  will  bring  the  decisions  o(  the  judiciary  to  a 
decisive  test,  viz :  the  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution with  regard  to  such  institution.  And  here,  then, 
I  wish  it  to  be  borne  in  mind,- that  the  judiciary  have  uni- 
formly admitted  that  the  power  to  incorporate  a  national 
bank  was  not  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  that  it  could  only  be  derived  by  implication. 
In  admitting  that  the  power  in  question  waa  an  implied 
and  not  an  express  power,  they  necessarily  assume  that 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to  vest  in  Congress 
a  power  which  they  omitted  to  specify ;  for  surely  it  could 
not  be  pretended  by  an  intelligent  body  of  men,  such  as 
compose  our  judiciary,  that  Congress  possMsed  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  an  act  which  the  constitution  nowhere 
expressly  authorizes,  and  which  the  framers  of  that  instru- 
ment evidently  intended  to  interdict.  This  doctrine  of 
construction,  therefore,  rests  entirely  upon  the  known  ot 
supposed  intentions  of  the  convention  which  framed  the 
constitution.  It  is  incumbent,  therefore,  on  those  who 
allege»  in  the  absence  of  all  direct  authorily,  that  Congress 
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possess  an  implied  power  to  incorporate  a  national  bank, 
to  show,  at  least,  that  the  convention  did  not  intentionally 
withhold  the  said  )>ower  from  Congress.  Now,  sir,  if  this 
cannot  be  done,  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  the  f  abject  in. question  was  agitated  in  the  convention 
which  framed  the  constitution ;  that  propositions  were  there 
made  to  invest  Congress  with  power  to  charter  a  bank,  and 
that  all  propositions  having  that  object  in  view  were  re- 
jected by  the  convention,  it  necessarily  follows  that  Con- 
gress i>osse8s  no  such  power,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. I  then  take  this  ground :  that,  inasmuch  as  there 
IS  no  express  constitutional  authority  given  to  Congress  to 
charter  a  bank,  and  as  the  framers  of  the  constitution  re- 
peatedly and  deliberately  rejected  all  propositions  to  vest 
in  Congress  power  to  grant  acts  of  incorporation  of  what- 
ever description,  Congress,  therefore,  are  as  virtually  and 
morally  prohibited  from  granting  a  bank  charter  (in  its  na- 
tional capacity)  as  if  the  constitution  contained  an  express 
prohibitory  clause  with  regard  to  it  I  repeat  that  this  is 
my  ground ;  and  if  F  can  show  that  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution did  not  intend  to  vest  in  Congress  power  to  grant 
acts  of  incorporation  of  any  kind,  but  designedly  withheld 
such  power,  then  the  constitutional  right  to  charter  a  bank 
does  not,  and  cannot,  belong  to  Congress.  In  order  to 
show  what  were  the  views  entertained  on  the  subject  of  a 
national  bank,  as  well  as  of  every  other  species  of  incorpo- 
ration, by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  consult  the  journal  of  the  convention,  as  well  as  the 
statements  of  several  of  the  delegates  after  the  convention 
rose.  But,  previous  to  introducing  these  authorities,  I 
will  state-— what  is  already  known  to  the  committee — that 
there  were  two  parlies  in  the  convention,  who  held  oppo- 
sing views  relative  to  the  form  and  character  of  the  gov- 
ernment proposed  to  be  established.  The  one  advocated  a 
supreme  national  or  consolidaled,  the  other  a  federal  form 
of  government.  The  latter  eventually  triumphed.  The 
friends  of  a  supreme  government,  after  l>eing  defeated  in  all 
their  direct  efibrt«,  endeavored  to  accomplish  their  purpose 
by  indirect  meons,  as  fully  appears  by  the  following  extract 
from  •»  Taylor's  New  Views  of  the  Constitution :" 

**  August  18.  Tt  was  proposed  to  empower  the  Legis- 
lature ot  the  United  States,  (the  word  national  is  now  dropt,) 
•  to  grant  chartera  of  incorporation  in  cases  where  the  pub- 
lic goo<l  may  require  them,  and  the  authority  of  a  single 
Slate  may  be  incompetent;  to  establish  a  university ;  to 
encourage,  by  proper  firemiums  and  provisions,  the  advance- 
ment of  useful  knowledge  and  discoveries;  to  establish 
semiparies  for  the  promotion  of  literature  and  the  arts  and 
sciences ;  to  grant  oharters  of  incorporation ;  to  establish 
institutions,  rewards,  and  immunities,  for  tho  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures ;  and  to  regulate 
stages  on  the  post-roads,'  which,  with  other  propositions, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  July  23d. 

**  September  14.  <  Question.  To  grant  letters  of  Incor- 
poration for  canals,  et  cetera ;  negatived.  To  establish  a 
university;  negatived.' 

*<  Their  rejection  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  sub- 
stituting a  federal  for  the  national  Government,  zealously 
contended  for,  from  the  29lh  of  May  to  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember. It  was  obvious  that  powers  to  establish  corporal  ions, 
prescribe  the  mode  of  education,  patronise  local  improve- 
ments, and  lieatow  rewards  and  immunities  for  the  promo- 
tion of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  would 
certainly  swallow  up  a  federal,  and  introduce  a  national 
government.  When,  therefore,  a  federal  system  obtained 
the  preference,  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the 
high  degree  of  intelligence  posaesseil  by  the  memliers  of  the 
eonvenjion,  to  have  permitted  their  determination  to  be 
defeated  by  these  indirect  attempts.  This  intelligence  was 
assailed  by  the  soothing  but  insidious  restriction,  that  the 
powers  to  incorporate,  ^rant  exolusive  privileges,  and  exer- 


cise every  species  of  patronage,  were  only  to  he  exercised 
*in  cases  where  the  public  good  may  require  it.'  The  same 
soothing  but  insidious  argument  is  now  addressed  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  public,  to  justify  an  exercise  of  the  very 
powers  which  the  intelligence  of  the  convention  withheltt 
from  a  federal  government ;  and   whether  the  promise  of 
public  good  has  been  fallacious  or*ful6lled  by  the   monop- 
olies of  currency,  of  manur'actures,  and  the  extension  of 
federal  patronage,  the  public  can  decide.     Yet,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  temporary  effect,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
enlightened  framers  of  the  constitution  considered  the  con- 
dition of  public  good,,  as  an  enlargement  and  not  a  restric- 
tion of  power ;  and  that  it  would  defeat  all  the  limitation  a 
of  the  constitution,  by  which  a  federal  government  could 
be  formed  or  sustained.     It  was  a  pretext  wbitb  would  fit 
every  encroachnoent  or  usurpation  ;  and  no  powers  eould  be 
more  nideiSnite  and  sovereign  than  those  of  granting  ex- 
clusive privileges,  l>estowing  rewards  and  immunities  upon 
the  three  comprehensive  interests  of  society,  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,' and  patronising  capitalists, 
paupers,  knowledge,  and  ignorance.  Such  a  nest  of  powers, 
though  exhibited  as  sleeping  in  the  bed  of  public  good,  bore 
so  strong  a  resemblsnce  to  the  old  bed  of  justice  in  France, 
which  was  the  repository  of  evil  as. well  as  good,  that  ihey 
were  all  rejected.     It  was  evident  that  they  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  re-hatch  the  atrangled  national  form  of  government ; 
and  the  convention  having  finally  preferred  the  federal  form, 
thought  that  no  good  to  the  public  could  result  from  kucIi 
powers,  which  would  recompense  it  for  the  evils  It  would 
sustain  from  the  subversion  of  thst  form.     The  convention 
saw,  that  if  Congress  could  exercise  such  powers  for    the 
public  good,  it  might,  upon  the  same  ground,  usurp  anj 
powers  whatsoever,  and,  in  rejecting  the  propositions,  de- 
cided between  investing  that  body  with  a  generator  limited 
federal  authority.     Hence  the  power  to  legulate  commerce 
was  not  intended  to  revive  the  rejected  propositions  to  em- 
power Congress  to  bestow  rewarda  upon  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures.     Hence  the  rejected  pTv>i>ositiony 
to  empower  Congress  to  direct  the  exercise  of  the  judicial 
power,  cannot  enable  it  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court.     And,  tor  the  same  reason,  a  power  to 
make  war  cannot  revive  the  rejecle4  power  to  make  canals, 
or  to  perform  any  of  those  et  ceteras,  whatever  they  were, 
referred  to  by  the  joumnl.   If  these  sweeping  and  indefinite 
sovereign  powers,  or  all  powers  thought  by  thoee  who  ex- 
ercise them  to  be  necessary  for  the  public  good,  with  an  et 
cetera  besides,  though  proposed  and  rejected,  do  yet  pass 
to  Congress  undef  the  constitution,  then  the  battle  l>etween 
the  national  and  fMeral  parties  in  the  conveiitien  lermina- 
ted  quite  contrary  to  the  usual  course  of  things ;  tite  van- 
quished were  victorious,  and  the  victorious  were  vanquieh- 
od ;  and  if  ihey  were  now  alive,  one  party  woulil  be  as  much 
surprii^ed  to  discover,  that  it  had  corned  the  consolidating 
propositions  which  it  had  lo«t,  as  the  other,  that  it  had  lost 
the  federal  principles  which  it  carried.     The  spectacle  of 
the  slain  rising  up  alive,  and  the  living  falling  down  dead, 
could  not  have  been  expected  by  either. 

<*No  powers  can  be  more  sovereign  and  arbitrary,  than 
those  of  deciding  and  doing  whatever  may  administer  to  the 
public  good,  and  of  pHfering  private  pro]>erty  by  privileges, 
partialities,  premiums,  monopolies,  rewards,  and  immunities^ 
nor  more  capable  of  reaching  any  end.  Had  the  rejection  of 
such  powers  been  unnecessary  for  the  security  of  a  federal 
form  of  government,  the  convention  might  have  still  been 
juatifiable  for  the  act,  as  deeming  them  tyrannical,  frauilulent, 
and  oppressive.  Did  the  convention  reject  them  in  fiict,  and 
replant  them  in  masquerade  1  I  discern  no  evidence  in  the 
journal  to  excite  auch  a  suspicion.  Colonel  Hamilton,  Car 
from  discerning  the  supposed  ingenuity  of  sinking  a  nationsd 
form  of  government  in  a  lake  of  obscurity,  to  be  fiehed  ap 
by  a  long  Kne  of  constructions,  when  it  might  be  safer  to 
avow  the  Intentions,  aeeros  to  have  qoitted  the  omi wntioa 
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in  despair,  toon  after  the  failare  of  hia  projeeC.  Mr.  Ran* 
dol|>b,  QiMlcmt>Cedly  influenced  by  having  lost  hia  plah  alao, 
nfuaed  to  aign  the  eonatitation.  And  though  Mr.  Madi- 
aon  and  Colonel  Hamilton  both  signed  it,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph aupporteil  it  in  the  Virginia  rouTention,  they  must 
have  been  influenced  by  the  patriotic  motive  of  effecting 
aome  good,  though  they  could  not  accompliah  ai]  which 
they  attempCed.  These  are  sUong  reasona  to  prove  that 
the  gentlemen  who  contended  for  a  supreme  national  gov« 
ernment,  and  of  whose  propositions  for  that  purpoae  not 
one  was  adopted  by  the  convention,  did  not  imagine  they 


It  appeara  that  tlie  indirect  and  inaidfous  means  (which 
were  inlended  to  be  exercised  through  the  medium  of  in- 
corporations and  ezdusive  privileges)  of  the  consolida- 
tionists,  to  establish  a  supreme  national  government, 
shared  the  same  fate  in  the  convention  as  did  their  more 
«pen  aad  direct  effortji.  But,  sir,  let  ns  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  evidence,  on  the  point  in  question,  in  the  order 
in  which  it  stands  on  the  journal  of  Uie  convention  :  On 
the  89th  of  May,  the  third  day  after  the  convention  hsd 
fMtned  a  quorum,  Mr.  Pinckney,  delegate  from  South 
Carottm,  submitted  the  plan  of  a  constitution,  in  which 
he  proposed  to  bestow  on  Congress  the  power,  «*  to  bor- 
row money,*'  dice.,  dice  After  varioua  pmposiiionsy  plans, 
and  leseltttioBs,  had  been  sufiiciently  deliated, 

"It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  ooBvencien  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  govern- 
ment, except  what  respects  the  supreme  executive,  be  re- 
ferred ia  a  oommittee  f  »r  the  purpose  of  reporting  a  consti- 
tution, eonliMmably  to  the  prooeedinga  aforeaaid ;  which 
passed  Donnimoosly  in  the  affirmative." 

On  the  24th  of  July,  the  committee,  consisting  of  five, 
were  chosen,  and  ofi  the  6th  of  August,  the  committee  re- 
ported the  <*  draught  of  a  constitution, "  and  among  other 
powers  proposed  to  he  given  to  Congress,  were  the  follow- 
•og:  **To  lay  and  coltect  taxvs,  to  bonow  moni-y,  and 
•mit  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States." 

On  Che  16th  of  August,  when  this  <*  draught  of  a  consti- 
tution'* was  under  discussion,  and  particularly  the  power 
last  above  mentioned, 

**  k  wae  moved  and  seconded  to  strike  out  the  words 
'  and  emit  bills'  out  of  the  eighth  disuse  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  seventh  article;  which  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

"  YsA8,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
PennsyiTunia,  Delaware,  Virginis,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  9.  Nats,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  3." 

The  convention,  after  having  denied  to  Congress  the 
power  to  emit  bills  of  credit— which  power  had  been  poa- 
sessed  by  the  coofederatioa-— deemed  proper  to  extend 
alike  prohibition  to  the  State  governments;  this  subject 
waa  decided  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  when  the  12th 
article  waa  under  consideration : 

**  It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  insert  the  words  *  nor 
emit  billa  of  credit,*  afler  the  word  <  money,'  which 
paseed  in  the  afiirraatjve." 

On  the  l^th  of  August,  as  has  already  been  shown, 
two  different  propoaitions  were  made  to  authoriae  Con- 
gress to  grant  acts  of  incorporation,  and  were  both  reject- 
ed. On  the  14ih  of  September,  the  power  to  create  cor- 
poratione  was  again  proposed  to  be  vested  in  Congress, 
but  was  again,  and  for  the  third  tod  last  time  rejected. 
<See  jonrnai.)  Tbua  fiir  the  journal  of  the  convention.  I 
•sould  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  atate- 
Msota  made  by  the  members  of  the  convention. 

Lather  Martin,  a  delegate  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
fio  his  diacloaares  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  makes 
tiM  following  remarka : 

'*  By  our  original  articles  of  confederation,  the  Con- 
gvcsa  have  power  to  borrow  money  and  emit  billa  of  credit 
Ml  the  cndit  of  the  United  Stales ;  agraeable  to  which  waa 


the  report  on  this  system  as  made  by  the  committee  of  de- 
tjiil.  When  we  came  to  this  part  of  the  report,  a  motion 
was  made  to  atrike  out  the  words  *to  emit  bills  of  credit;' 
against  the  motion  we  urged,  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  deprive  the  Congress  of  that  power ;  that  it  would  be  a 
noTelty  unprecedented  to  eatablish  a  government  which 
ahoald  not  have  such  authority.  That  it  was  imfHMsible 
to  look  forward  into  futurity  ao  far  as  to  decide  that  eventa 
might  not  happen  that  should  render  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power  absolutely  necessary ;  and  that  we  doubted, 
whether  if  a  war  should  take  place  it  would  be  possible  for 
this  country  to  defend  itself,  without  having  recourse  to 
paper  credit,  in  which  ease  there  would  b^  a  necessity  of 
becoming  a  prey  to  our  enemies,  or  violating  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  Government;  and  that,  considering  the  admin- 
.istration  of  the  Government  would  be  principally  in  the 
hands  of  the  wealthy,  there  could  be  little  reaaon  to  fear 
an  abuae  of  the  power  by  an  unneoeasary  or  injurioua  ex- 
ercise of  it.  But,  air,  a  majority  of  the  convention,  being 
wise  beyond  every  event,  and  being  willing  to  risk  any 
political  evil  rather  than  admit  the  idea  of  a  paiier  emission. 
In  any  possible  case,  refused  to  trust  this  authority  to  a 
govempient,  to  which  they  were  lavishing  the  most  un- 
limited powers  of  taxation,  and  to  the  mercy  of  which 
they  were  willing  blindly  to  truat  the  liberty  and  property 
of  the  citiiens  of  every  State  in  the  union;  and  they 
erased  that  clauae  from  the  ayatem." — Elliotts  Debateg^ 
vol.  !,/>.  413. 

**  By  the  tenth  aeetion  every'  State  is  prohibit^  from 
emitting  bills  of  credit.  As  it  waa  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  detail,  the  Statea  were  only  prohibited  from  emit- 
ting them  without  the  consent  of  Congress :  but  the  con- 
vention was  ao  amitten  with  the  paper  money  dread,  that 
they  insisted  the  prohibition  ahould  be  absolute.  It  waa 
my  opinion,  sir,  that  the  States  ought  not  to  be  totally  de* 
prived  of  the  right  to  emit  hills  ef  credit,  and  that  as  we 
had  not  given  an  authority  to  the  General  Government 
for  that  purpose,  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  retain  it  in 
the  Statea.  I  considered  that  this  Sute,  and  some  others, 
have  formerly  received  great  benefit  from  paper  emissions, 
and  that  if  public  and  private  credit  should  once  more  be 
restored,  such  emissions  may  hereafter  be  equally  advan- 
tageous ;  and  further,  that  it  ia  impossible  to  foresee  that 
events  may  not  take  place  which  shall  render  paper  money 
of  absolute  necessity  ;  and  it  waa  my  opinion  if  thta  power 
was  not  to  be  exercised  by  a  State  without  the  permission 
of  the  General  Government,  it  ought  to  be  aatisfactory  even 
to  those  who  were  the  most  haunted  by  the  apprehensiona 
of  paper  money ;  I  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  vote 
against  this  part  of  the  system. 

'*  The  same  section  also  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  States  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts,  or  to  pass  any  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contcpcu." — lb,  p.  498. 

*•  March  the  lUh,  1798.— When  the  bank  bill  was  un- 
der discussion  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Judge 
Wilson  came  in,  and  was  standing  by  Baldwin.  Bald* 
win  reminded  him  of  the  following  fact  which  passed  in 
*the  grand  convention.'  Among  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers given  to  Congress,  was  one  to  erect  corporations.  It 
waa,  on  debate,  struck  out.  Several  particular  power*  were 
then  proposed.  Among  others,  Roliert  Morris  proposed 
to  give  Congress  a  power  to  esublish  a  national  bank. 
Gouverneur  Moriia  opposed  it,  observing  that  it  waa  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  the  constitution  they  were  fra« 
ming  could  ever  be  passed  at  all  by  the  people  of  America  ; 
that  to  give  it  ita  beat  chance,  however,  th<ry  ahould  mike 
it  as  palatable  as  possible,  and  put  nothing  into  it  not  very 
essential,  which  might  raise  up  enemies ;  that  hia  colleague 
[Robert  Morris]  well  knew  that  «a  bank*  was  in  their 
Slate  (Pennsylvania)  the  very  watch«word  of  party ;  that 
a  bank  had  been  the  great  bone  of  contention  between  the 
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two  parties  of  the  State,  from  the  establiahmont  of  their 
constitution,  having  been  erected,  put  down,  erected  again, 
as  either  party  preponderated  ;  that,  therefore,  to  insert 
this  power,  would  instantly  enlist  against  the  whole  in- 
strument, the  whole  of  the  anti-bank  party  in  PennsyU 
^ania.  Whereupon,  it  was  rejected,  as  was  every  other 
special  power,  except  thut  of  giving  copy-rights  to  authors, 
and  patents  to  inventors ;  the  general  power  of  incorpora- 
ting being  whittled  down  to  this  shred.  Wilson  agreed 
to  the  (act.**— Jefferaon*s  Memoirs. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  consider,  for  a  moment,  the  several 
statements  made  by  the  delegates  to  the  convention,  and 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  connexion  with  the  evidence  oontam- 
ed  in  the  joarnaj,  and  see  if  an  array  of  testimony  be  not 
presented  in  opposition  to  the  unfounded  and  impudent 
assumption— that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  convention , 
to  authorize  Congress  to  "  emit  bills  of  credft"^lhat  is 
decisive  and  overwhelming.  It  appears  by  the  disclosures 
of  Luther  Martin,  as  well  as  by  the  original  journal,  that 
propositions  were  repeatedly  made  in  the  convention,  to 
authorize  Congress  to  emit  **  bills  of  credit,**  and  that  all 
propositions  to  that  effect  were  most  signally  rejected  !  It 
is  expressly  stated  by  the  attorney  general  of  Msrjland, 
that  a  majority  of  .the  convention  <*  were  willing  to  risk 
any  political  evil,  rather  than  admit  the  idea  of  a  paper 
emission  in  any  possible  case ;"  and  that  they  (the  con- 
vention) ('erased  «hat  clame  from  the  system.'*  And 
again,  when  speaking  of  the  extension  of  the  prohibition 
to  the  8tate«,  he  remarks:  that  **  the  convention  were  so 
smitten  with  the  paper  money  dread,  that  they  insisted  the 
prohibition  shoakl  be  absolute !"  So  that  both  ( Jongress 
and  the  States,  as  we  have  already  seen,  are  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  from  **  emitting  bills  of  credit ;"  or  from 
issuing  paper  money,  "in  any  possible  case."  It  is  con- 
tended by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  •'  Considerations  on  the 
Currehcy,"  dec.,  that  bank  bills  and  bills  of  credit  are  one 
and  the  same  thing.  He  remarks:  **  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  prohibita  every  State  from  issuing  bills 
of  credit :  now,  tJie  bills  emitted  by  a  hank,"  he  adds, 
"are  to  all  Intenta  and  purposes  bills  of  credit"  And 
hence  he  concludes,  that  the  State  which  creates  such 
hank,  violates  the  oonatiiution.  If  the  bills  issued  by 
State  banks,  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  **  bills  of  cred- 
it," in  the  constitutional  sense,  as  Mr.  Gallatin  contends^ 
and  I  am  not  disposed  to  dispute  the  point  with  him  at 
present—then  would  bills  issued  by  a  United  States  bank, 
also  be  bilb  of  credit.  If  a  Stale,  therefore,  by  issuing 
bills  of  credit,  or  by  incorporating  a  bank  for  that  purpose, 
violates  the  constitution.  Congress  by  doing  the  same 
thing,  equally  violates  that  instrument ;  Itecause,  as  has 
alreiuly  been  shown,  the  power  to  "  emit  bills  of  ctedit" 
was  withheld  from  Congress  as  well  as  from  the  States. 
The  reason  why  a  prohibitory  clause  was  not  incorporated 
into  the  constitution  in  relation  to  .the  United  States,  as 
well  as  to  the  State  govern menta,  is  obvious.  By  the 
articles  of  confederatioif  Congress  were  expressly  autho- 
rized to  **  emit  bills  of  credit."  This  power  had  be6n  ex- 
ercised by  Congress,  and  the  evil  effecta  resulting  from  if, 
in  the  iiiape  of  continental  money,  were  in  evidence  be- 
fore the  members  of  the  convention  at  the  time  of  framing 
the  constitution.  The  framers  of  the  constitution,  ad- 
monished by  the  history  of  the  past,  wisely  and  patrioti- 
cally endeavored  to  guard  their  country  from  a  similar  evil 
in  future,  by  excluding  from  the  new  constitution,  the 
power  which  had  been  conferred  on  Congress  by  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  as  well  as  by  prohibiting  the  exer- 
cise of  that  power  to  the  State  governroenta. 

Congress  are,  by  the  constitution,  not  tinly  deprived. of 
the  power  of  *<  emitting  bills  of  credit,"  or  of  **  issuing  pa- 
per money  in  any  possible  case,"  but  expressly  limited  in 
the  exercise  of  thw  power,  with  regard  to  the  currency, 
to  th«  coiniBg  of  gold  and  ailver,  and  to  the  legulatioB  of 


the  value  of  foreign  coin.  And  when  Congreea  have  done 
this,  they  have  done  all  that  the  eonstitntion  requires  or 
permita  them  to  do  on  the  subject  o(  the  currency. 

Having  shown  that  the  power  to  "emit  bilU  of  credit" 
is  not  delegated  lo  Congtess,  and  that  such  was  the  **  dread 
of  paper  money"  enteitained  by  the  convention,  that  they 
withheld  from  Congress  the  power  to  issue,  or  cause  to  be 
issued,  such  money  **in  any  passible  case,"  I  might  dis- 
miss this  part  of  the  subject  without  further  remark;  but  as 
it  is  my  wish  to  put  an  end  to  all  doubt  and  cavil,  I  wiU, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  uaing  tedious  repetitions,  again  refer 
to  the  important  fact,  that' it  was  repeatedly  propoposed  in 
convention  to  vest  Congress  with  power  to  grant  charters 
of  incorporation,  and  that  all  such  propositions  were  reject- 
ed in  every  instance,  and  under  every  modification.  This 
position  baa  been  folly  established  by  the  journal  of  the 
convention,  a4>  has  been  already  shown,  as  well  as  by  the 
statements  of  able  and '  honorable  mendiers  of  that  bod j. 
Mr.  Madison,  in  his  reply  to'General  HamHton'saigumenta 
in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  informs  us  Uiat  **  a  power  to 
grant  charters  of  incorporation  had  been  proposed  in  the 
convention,  and  rejected."  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Wil- 
son, both  distinguished  members  of  the  federal  oonven* 
tion,  have  informed  us,  through  Mr.  Jefierson,  that  among 
the  enuroeratad  powers  (**  proposed  to  be)  given  to  Con- 
gress, was  one  to  erect  corporations,"  and  that  ••  it  was,  on 
deliberation,  struck  out."  And  further,  that  «*  Robert 
Morris  proposed  to  give  Congress  power  to  establish  a  na- 
tional bankf"  and  that  the  proposition  was  opposed  hy 
Gouveneur  Morris,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  unpop- 
ular with  the  people.  This  proposiuon  was  also  rejected  by 
the  convention.  Well,  sir,  we  are  at  length  enabled  eat- 
isfactqrHy  to  determine  whether  a  power  to  grant  charters 
of  im^orporstion  be  a  substantive  or  incidental  power.  That 
it  was  not  regarded  as  an  incidental  power  by  those  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  who  were  the  advocates  of  incorpo- 
rstions,  is  evident  from  the  lact  that  tliey  proposed  to  class 
it  with  the  enumerated  and  sulwtantive  powers.  And  that 
it  was  not  considered  as  incidental  by  those  members  who 
opposed  it,  is  equally  manifest  from  the  reasons  urged  by 
them  in  debate  against  it.  They  opposed  it,  not  on  the 
ground  that  it  could  be  derived  hy  implication,  but  on  the 
broad  democratic  principle  that  it  was  incompaifble  with 
tiie  chapicter  of  the  government  which  they  had  been  del- 
egated to  establish,  and  because  ita  eierciiie  woukl  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  position  assumed 
by  the  judiciary,  therefore,  that  the  power  to  charter  a  na- 
tional bank  is  an  incidental  power,  is  condemned  and  con- 
tradicted by  the  unanimous  sense  of  the  convention.  The 
convention,  by  deliberately  withholding  from  Congress  the 
ptftwer  to  grant  chartera  of  inc«>rporstion  for  both  general 
and  special  purposes,  thereby  clearly  and  indisputably  dis- 
countenanced and  condemned  the  principle.  Ves,  sir,  it 
V7as  the  principle  of  exclusive  priviloges  and  of  chartered 
monopolies  te  which  they  were  opposeil,  and  which  they 
promptly,  sternly  rejected,  as  oAen  as  introduced,  and  in 
whatsoever  shape  presented.  And  will  it.be  pretended  that 
the  authors  of  the  constitution,  after  having  thus  re|icaiedly 
and  unqualifiedly  disapproved  and  repudiated  the  principle^ 
still  recognised  and  approved  it  in  the  ahape  of  a  bank 
charten— in  tis  most  dangerous,  revolting,  and  maltgnani 
aspect?  Wh(»  is  prepared  to  accostt  the  authors  of  the 
constitution  with  such  palpable  inconsistency,  or  culpable 
duplicity  1  Sir,  lam  compelled  to  lietieve  that  the  man 
who'aflirma  that  the  Cramers  of  the  constitution,  after  hav* 
ing  rejected  all  propositions  to  grant  chaiters  of  iocurpona- 
tion,- whether  for  general  or  special  purposes,  intended,  at 
the  same  time,  to  authorise  Congress  to  charter  a  national 
bank,  holds  in  light  estimation,  either  the  chamcter  of  thnft 
body,  or  his  own  honor. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will,  in  a  few  words,  conclude  my  re- 
owvka  on  this  branch  of  the  aubjecL     It  ts  admitied  on  all 
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iMnds  that  ours  is  a  Government  of  8pecifi^  and  limited 
powers.  In  the  language  of  the  constitution,  "  The  pow- 
ere  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  tu  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

The  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  was  not 
delegated  to  Congress,  nor  intended  to  be  so,  by  the  con- 
vention which  forinetl  the  constitution,  and,  consequently, 
cannot  be  exercised  without  violating  that  instrtunent. 
And,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  this  fact,  with  a  full  and 
perfect  understanding  that  the  convention  purposely  with- 
held from  Coni^ress  the  power  to  "emit  biHs  of  credit,"  or 
paper  money,  *«  in  any  possible  cape;"  that  they  aUo  pro- 
hibited the  granting  of  charters  of  incorporation  of  every 
kind  and  description ;  I  cannot,  I  say,  with  all  the  inform- 
ation before  me,  consent  to  vote  in  favor  of  any  incorpora- 
tion, and  especially  a  bank  charter,  which  stands  doubly 
condemned  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  No,  sir  : 
were  I  to  do  so,  with  the  evidence  before  me,  I  should  con- 
sider that  I  had  sinned  against  lii^ht  and  knowledge — sin- 
ned past  recovering  and  past  forgiveness,  and  should  ever 
regard  myeelf  as  a  perjured  man — perjured  both  in  the  eyes 
of  God  and  of  my  country. 

But,  «ir,  the  American  people  are  opposed  to  .a  national 
bank.  The  knowledge  of  this  fact-;-and  no  man  can  plead 
ignorance  with  regard  to  it — I  should  suppose  would  be  a 
sufficient  reason  why  the  people's  representatives  should 
oppoae  it.  For  my  own  part,  sir,  were  I  to  support  any 
measure  which  has  been  so  generally  and  emphatically  con- 
demned by  the  people,  I  should  consider  that  I  had  grossly 
outraged  public  opinion,  insulted  the  majesty  of  the  peo- 
ple, disregarde<l  their  express  wishes,  and  betrayed  their 
best  interests.  And,  sir,  I  cannot* conceive  how  any  hon- 
orable gentleman,  who  claims  to  be  a  republican — who 
professes  to  entertain  a  due  regard  for  public  opinion,  and 
a  willingness  to  act  in  obedience  to  the  expressed  will  of 
the  majority — can  possibly  yield  his  support  to  a  measure 
that  has  been  so  recently,  so  repestedly,  and  so  signally 
coDdemned  by  that  majority.  Shall  I  be  told  that  the  (peo- 
ple uoald  take  this  new  institution  into  fator,  provided  it 
were  established,  and  thst  they  would  cherish  and  sustain 
it  hereafU^r  1  Let  not  gentlemen  lay  the  »•  flattering  unc- 
tion to  their  souls.*'  No,  sir,  the  history  of  the  late  bank 
is  too  fresh  in  their  recollections.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  too  prudent  and  too  wise  not  to  be  admonished  and 
profited  by  the  teachings  of  the  past.  They  are  too  jealous 
of  their  tights — too  much  enamored  of  liberty,  to  regard 
with  favor  a  monster  that  might,  at  its  pleasure,  violate 
those  rights  and  crush  that  liberty.  And  gentlemen  who 
act  upon  the  supposition  that  the  American  (leople  will 
ever  become  the  friends  and  willing  supporters  of  an  insti- 
tution so  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  freedom,  err  as  widely  as 
would  have  erred  the  friends  of  the  infant  Bacchus,  had 
ihcy  commended  him  to  the  arms  of  Juno  for  succor  and 
protection. 

But,  sir,  we  nre  told  by  the  board  of  trade,  and  others 
friendly  to  a  national  bank,  that  the  general  welfare  of  the 
country  requires  at  our  hands  the  establishment  of  such  an 
iiMtiiution.  For  oce,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  proposition.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  these  modest  patriots  arc  not  quite  so  well 
qualified  as  Ibey  they  imagine,  to  decide  what  would  or 
what  would  not  promote  the  public  good.  I  have  yet  to 
J4>arn  that  those  gentlemen  are  more  deeply  skilled  in  the 
scieoce  of  government  and  of  political  economy,  and  that 
they  cherish  a  warmer  regard  for  the  publis  weal,  than  those 
of  other  pursuits  and  of  a  different  political  faith.  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  they  are  lienevolent  and  patriotic  beyond 
their  generation,  or  that  tbcy  have  been  anointed  with  the 
tnl  of  wisdom  above  their  fellows.  Sir,  whence  comes 
their  authority  to  decide  livhat  measures  shall  or  shall  not 
\>p.   aJopted  in  reference  to  the  general  welfare?     When, 


and  how  were  they  constituted  and  appointed  conservatora 
and  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  that  they  thus  ap€  . 
the  language  of  supremacy,  and  assume  the  tone  of  oracu- 
lar wisdom  1  Have  not  the  great  mass  of  t^e  people  bad 
sufficient  experience,  with  regard  to  a  national  bank  1  have 
they  not  felt  Its  benefits  and  its  evils,  its  advantages  and 
disadvantages ;  and  have  they  not  condemned  it — I  had  al- 
most  said  with  the  voice  of  unanimity  1  And  shall  they  be 
deemed  incompetent  to  judge  of  the  utility,  character,  and 
tendency  of  such  an  institution  ?  Sir,  by  what  other  cri- 
terion than  that  of  public  sentiment,  clearly  expressed  and 
fairly  ascertained,  shall  we  judge -of  a  public  measure  t 
Shall  we  adopt  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  few  lo  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  many  1  ShaH  we  not  allow  the  great  ma- 
jority to  determine  what  is  as  well  as  what  is  not  for  their 
welfare?  And  have  not  that  majority  solemnly  decreed, 
in  a  voice  that  is  still  ringing  in  our  ears,  that  a  national 
bank  is  net  a  national  benefit,  but  a  national  evil;  that  it  is 
not  a  public  blessing,  but  a  public  curse  ?  If  we  regard 
public  sentiment,  therefore,  as  a  proper  test  of  this  meas- 
ure, we  must  necessarily  decide  against  it  We  are  bound 
to  believe  that  it  would  not  be  productive  of  public  good, 
as  represented  by  the  petitioners — but  of  public  mischief, 
as  declared  by  a  majority  of  the  people.  It  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, but  that  {iny  class  of  citizens  have  a  right  to  ask,  at 
the  hands  of  Government,  the  adoption  of  such  measures, 
or  the  enactment  of  such  laws,  as  may,  in  their  opinion, 
suliserve  their  interests :  provided  always,  that  such  meas- 
ures, or  laws,  do  not  conflict  with  other  interests  of  the 
State,  or  revolt  the  **  stomach  of  the  public  sense."  A  na- 
tional bank  does  both ;  and  has,  consequently,  no  claims 
to  the  favorable  regard  of  Congress. 

Sir,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  whether  we  can  look 
with  safety  or  propriety,  for  wise,  patriotic,  disinterest*  d, 
OS  salutary  counsel  from  the  source  whence  the  |>etitioDS 
and  demands  for  a  national  bank  proceed.  Do  we  find  the 
patrioUc,  the  clear-headed,  and  honest- hearted  yeomanry 
and  mechanics  of  the  country  clamoring  fhr  a-  national 
bank?  No,  sir.  No— the  productive  and  laboring  classea 
appreciate  their  political  welfare  too  highly  to  desire  such 
an  institution.  The  great  majority  of  bank  advocates  are 
to  be  found  among  the  non  producers — ^the  traffickers  and 
speculators  of  the  country — «« children  of  lofty  hopes  and 
low  desires,"  most  of  whom  are  peculiarly  afte^ted  by  the 
present  pressure  of  ihe  dmes.  And  would  it  be  the  part 
of  wid^lom  lo  give  heed  to  counsel  emanating  from  such 
sources?  Can  it  be  reasonably  expected  that  men  relyiug 
solely  upon  bank  facilities — men  suddenly  disappointed  in 
their  high  expectations  of  immediate  wealth  and  consequent 
influence,  would  be  the  most  competent  to  direct  the  action 
of  Government  and  control  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  at 
such  a  conjuncture  ?  -No,  sir,  their  habits  of  life--of 
thinking— their  peculiar  situation— the  circumstances  which 
influence  their  judgments  and  impel  them  to  action — all — 
all  conspire  to  disqualify  them  for  the  task.  We  know, 
sir,  that  it  is  more  natural  for  men  in  aflliction — whether 
physical  or  political — to  have  recourse  to  palliatives — to  im- 
mediate and  temporary  expedients,  than  to  deliberate  oa 
the  means  necessary  to  secure  permanent  relief. 

When  Mr.  Moohk  had  concluded  his  speech, 

Mr.  GUSHING  spoke  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Picker's 
remarks  respecting  a  crusade  of  un  inaurrectionary  charac- 
ter among  the  white  slaves  of  the  North  ;  a  movement 
which  he  deprecated — and  a  natural  alliance  between  the 
democraey  of  the  North  and  the  aristocracy  of  the  South, 
which  he  argued  to  show  was  against  tlie  principles  qf 
both.  If  such  an  alliance  should  exist,  it  must  beasrf 
masters  and  servants,  which  the  North  would  never  hear  of. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  an  apology  was  cer- 
tniuly  due  to  the  members  of  the  committee  for  throwing  * 
himself  upon  their  indulgence  at  so  late  an  hour,  worn  out 
as  they  all  were  by  daily  and   nightly  sessions,     lie  hat? 


1615 


CAJLE&  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


16)6 


H.  orR.] 


Si^-Treasury  Bill. 


[Oct.  13,  1837. 


hilherto  abftaineil  from  debate,  aniiously  JoMring  the 
early  passage  of  tho  important  mcasurea  reported  ;  aud  he 
ehoulii  not  now  have  addressed  the  committee^  but  for  the 
strange  character  of  the  proceeding  of  the  House  during 
the  present  session,  'called,  as  it  was,  under  extraordinary 
circu instances.  The  banks  had  suspended  *  specie  pay> 
ments;  the  Government,  with  a  surplus  ot  forty -two  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  found  its  Treasury  embarrassed ;  and 
there  was  evf  ry  reason  to  expect  that  it  would  soon  be 
without  means  to  meet  its  current  expenditures.  Trade 
was  also  paralyzed,  by  a  revulsion  more  violent  than  any 
that  had  hitherto  checked  the  onward  courde  of  the  pros- 
perity of  this  country. 

Called  together,  Mr.  Chairman,  under  such  circum- 
stances, I  had  supposed  that  whatever  might  be  our  opin- 
ions of  past  events,  or  of  our  mutual  errors,  we  should 
come  here  prepared,  without  regard  to  party,  to  provide  a 
common  remedy  for  a  common  calamity.  I  had  thought 
that  we  should  be  unanimously  disposed  to  relieve  our 
Treasury  from  its  embarrassment,  in  a  mode  calculated  to 
aid  most  extensively  in  giving  renewed  activity  to  our  in- 
ternal circulation,  and  in  reviving  trade.  Judge,  then,  of 
my  surprise  to  see  every  measure  recommended  by  the 
President  not  only  opposed,  but  its  passage  retarded  by 
every  movement  that  could  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
this  House.  So  far  from  aiding  us  in  our  measures,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ousai^o]  told  us  that 
he  would  not  *<  raise  his  finger  to  relieve  the  Treasury 
from  its  embarraiisments.'*  [Mr.  Ccsaiiro  explained. 1  I 
am  happy,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  is  penitent.  I  under- 
stood him  as  the  reporters  did;  [Mr.  C.  said  his  remark 
had  not  beon  correctly  reported.]  But  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mxnkfek,]  a  gentleman  who,  from  his  de- 
but here  promises  to  be  an  ornament  to  this  House,  indeed 
he  is  already  so— that  gentleman  went  farther  still,  and  re- 
joiced at  the  embarrassments  of  our  Treasury. 

The  spirit  of  parly  muitt  be  violent  indeed,  when  it 
makes  war  upon  the  Treasury  of  our  own  Government,  in- 
stituted for  the  common  benefit.  Had  gentlemen  come 
forward,  as  the  country  expected  they  would  do ;  had  they 
united  with  us,  and  passed  our  bills  a  month  ago,  they 
would  have  afforded  immediate  and  genpral  relief  to  every 
part  of  the  Union.  Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen  ? 
Opposition  to  every  measure  of  relief.  When  we  proposed 
to  relieve  the  Treasury  from  its  engagement  to  deposile 
nine  millitms  with  the  Slates,  we  were  told  of  the  millions 
due  from  the  jnercbants  and  tho  banks.  The  bonds  were 
not  to  he  postponed  to  relieve  our  debtors  from  tho  neces- 
sity of  purchasing  specie  at  a  premium,,  and  to  aid  the 
banks  in  an  early  rcaumption  ot  specie  payments.  Our 
Southwestern  banks  were  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  their 
balances,  by  distressing  their  debtors,  and  at  a  crisis  when 
specie  in  that  part  of  the  Union  was  at  twenty,  thirty,  and 
forty  per  cent,  premium.  All  this  was  to  be  done,  at  a 
moment  when  trade  was  paralyzed,  and  credit  destroyed,  for 
the  purpose  of  depositing  nine  millions  with  the  Stales ! 
The  issue  often  millions  of  Treasury  note.«,  too — a  measure 
calculated  to  give  general  relief  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  internal  exchanges  and  circulation — that  measure  was 
resisted.  The  interests  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  coun- 
try, were  to  be  set  aside,  in  order  to  furnish  a  slock  to.our 
capitalists,  or  to  enable  the  Bank  of  the  TJnilcd  Sutcs  to 
purchase  its  bonds  at  its  own  price  !  And  now,  when  it  is 
proposed  to  separate  the  Tieasury  from  the  banking  insti* 
tutions  of  the  country,  to  dissolve  that  fatal  union  which 
has  contributed  so  lar;;cly  to  disturb  their  operations,  and 
to  shatter  the  forliiuosuf  trade,  a  proposition  h  made  to  re- 
unite them  by  stronger  bonds,  and  to  pcrpetuaic  their  mu- 
tual embarrassments. 

Relief  has  nut  been  the  order  of  the  dny  with  gentlemen. 
They  had  no  measure  to  propose  to  calm  the  agitations  of 
trado,  to  revive  confidenco,  and   to  give  a  new  impul^ic  to 


the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Their  movements  were  of 
another  character.  Agitation  was  the  order  of  the  day  ; 
and,  at  the  moment  when  the  country  anticipated  prompt 
relief,  we  have  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  another 
panic  session.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
SaaffKAirT]  has  told  us  of  **  the  awful  winter" -approach- 
ing, and  we  have  heard  from  all  quarters  the  old  war  cry 
of  a  national  bank  or  a  revolution.  The  removal  of  the 
deposites,  the  specie  circular,  and  all  the  stale  subjects  of 
debate  for  five  years  past,  have  been  revived.  Prepara- 
tion is  evidently  made  for  a  third  campaign  for  a  bank  of 
the  United  States — that  sovereign  remedy  for  all  the  ca- 
lamities brought  upon  the  country  by  the  maltadminist ra- 
tion of  our  late  President. 

Sir,  although  these  subjects  are  stale,  it  is  useful  to  con- 
sider them  at  a.  time  when  we  may  justly  appreciate  them, 
and  in  connexion  with  the  inquiry  into  the  causea  of  tho 
recent  revulsion  and-  the  general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. As  to  the  specie  circular,  I  shall  soon  dismiss  that. 
What  was  its  operation' 1  It  increased  the  specie  in  the 
Western  deposits  banks,  in  thirteen  months,  some  three 
millions  and  a  half.  And  whence  was  this  amount  drawn  1 
From  the  parts  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf,  into  which 
there  were  at  the  same  time  flowing  more  than  ten  qiiHi^'iis 
of  coin,  and  bullion  beyond  the  amount  exported.  Was 
the  deposile  in  the  Wehern  banks  special  ?  No ;  every 
dollar  of  it  might  have  beea  returned.  It  might  have  beeu 
drawn  by  the  banks  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf;  and 
would  have  been  drawn,  had  they  not  been,  at  the  same 
time,  receiving  three  times  the  amount  from  abrt>ad.  Such, 
sir,  is  the  whole  currency  operation  of  the  specie  circular — 
that  measure  which  seems,  in  the  estimation  of  gentlemen, 
to  have  been  the  terrible  author  of  all  the  calamities  of  the 
commercial  world.  According  to  their  argument,  it  fal- 
lowed the  swift  current  of  the  Ohio  and  Hfiseissippi  to  New 
Orleans,  and  swept  away  the  most  eminent  houses  in  that 
city.  It  took  the  course  of  the  Gulf  stream,  and  gave  a 
shock  to  every  city  on  the  Atlantic.  It  prostrated  more 
than  a  hundred  of  the  most  enterprising  merchants  of  Now 
York;  crossed  the  Atlantic;,  shook  the  royal  exchange,  and 
continued  its  disastrous  course  throughout  all  Europe. 
But,  sir,  tho  most  remarkable  performance  of  this  tremen- 
dous measure  we  did  not  hear  of  for  some  m  mths  after  it 
was  issued.  Before  it  visited  the  two  continents  on  our 
side,  it  actually  passed  through  the  globe,  and  produced 
an  earthquake  in  the  Celestial  Empire.  In  this  revulsion, 
the  Hong  merchant  was  the  first  victim.  Mr.  Chairman, 
thp  question  is  unworthy  of  argument — it  is  fit  only  for 
ridicule.  I  was  glad  to' hear  the  learned  and  travelled  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lkoarr]  who  addressed 
the  committee  this  morning  dojustice  to  the  specie  circular, 
and  admit  that  but  for  that.  Heaven  knows  «*  where  we 
should  have  gone.*'  Sir,  if  that  specie  circular,  and  the 
London  bankers'  circular — a  rneaslire  ill-tim^d,  sudden, 
and  overwhelming— if  both  of  these  circulars  had  been  is- 
sued twelve  months  earlier,  it  would  have  saved,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  many  a  merchant  from  banlcruptcy 
and  thousand  of  families  from  poverty  and  want. 

Equally  unsubstanlial  is  the  charge  against  the  late  ad- 
ministration for  drawing  specie  from  Europe.  H  gentle- 
men would  reflect  upon  U)c  operation  of  the  measures  of 
Congress  and  of  Parliament,  adopted  upon  no  parly  grounds, 
and  upon  the  effect  of  a  constant  influx  of  capital  from  the 
old  to  the  new  world,  they  would  find  no  ditiiculty  in  ac- 
counting for  our  heavy  importations  of  specie  for  some  years 
past.  They  will  find  the  foundation  laid  hy  the  act  of  Par- 
liament of  18.33,  and  our  coin  law  of  183i.  The  former 
made  Bunk  of  England  notes  a  lawful  tender ;  dispensed, 
in  some  measure,  with  the  use  for  ^old,  and  encouraged 
its  exportation ;  while  the  lattur  raised  the  price  of  gold 
above  the  European  standard,  and  facilitated  its  importa- 
tion intii  this  country.  The  act  of  1831  was  the  first  mea^  - 
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I  ura  ever  adopted  hj  us  caJculeted  to  fortify  the  basis  of  our 
commercial  credit,  and  to  secure  a  just  portion  of  the  me- 
tallic currency  of  the  world.  Had  the  Bank  of  England 
not  suspended  specie  payments  for  twenty-five  years,  we 
should  long  since  have  discovered  and  corrected  llie  error 
in  our  coin  laws.  Had  we  revised  them  forty  years  ago, 
the  trade  of  this  country  would  have  rested  on  a  more  sta- 
ble foundation  Uian  it  now  does.  For  years  we  were  mere 
traders  in  currency.  We  drew  it  from  the  islands  and 
countries  south  of  us,  and  exiwrted  our  silver  to  China  and 
our  gold  chieHy  to  Europe,  even  after  the  expense  of  coin- 
ing.    We  have  latterly  exported  liule  to  China,  less  than 

I  three  millions  in  five  years;  and  the  course  of  trade,  and 
liie  operation  of  the  coin  laws  of  England,  France,  and 
this  country,  do  not  authorize  us  to  anticipate  iu  steady  ex- 
porUtion  as  heretofore.  In  the  last  fifteen  years  we  have 
imported  about  eighty-seven  millions  from  the  countries 
and  islands  south  of  us;  and  there  is  always  a  current  of 
coin  and  bullion  setting  in  from  that  direction.  There  will 
he  no  difficulty  now  in  securing  a  substantial  basis  for  trade 
if  our  State  Legislatures  du  not  banish  specie  fiom  the 
counuy,  and  if  we  separate  our  revenue  from  our  bank 
oi  te  circulations. 

If  we  would  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  recent  revulsion, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  go  back  to  a  very  ancient  date. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SaaouAirT]  has 
truly  told  us  that  all  countries  are  liable  to  revulsions, 
whatever  be  the  character  of  their  currency.  When  credit 
Is  abused^  an  explosion  must  ioUow ;  and  credit  has  been 
sometimes  abused  excessively,  even  in  countries  with  a 
meullic  currency.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  was  obliged 
to  go  back  a  century  for  the  explosion  in  France ;  and  that 
explosion  was  an  afiair  of  the  King,  who,  in  December, 
1718,  took  Law's  bank  into  his  own  hands.  Wherever 
GovernmenU  permit  paper  to  be  substituted  for  the  precious 
metals,  revulsions  must  become  an  every  day  alTair,  and 
their  violence  is  also  very  much  increased  by  mercantile 
ootes  and  bills,  issued  in  exchange  for  credit,  the  whole  of 
which  explodes  at  every  revulsion,  and  steadily  increases 
the  amount  of  bankruptcy.  The  rapid  growth  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  bold  and  enterprising  character  of  our  trade, 
render  us  more  liable  than  other  countries  to  frequent  and 
violent  revuifeions. 

But,  sir,  all  these  causes  combined  have  never  before 
produced  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  time 
of  peace,  in  any  country.  We  must  seek  for  other  causes 
for  an  event  so  extraordinary.  It  is  possible  that  the  cir- 
cular of  the  London  bankers,  issued,  we  nay  say,  by  order 
o(  the  Bank  oi  England,  and  coming  suddenly  upon  the 
tradmg  and  banking  interests  of  this  country,  might  have 
produced  it;  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain. 

There  was,  however,  a  manifest  cause  of  this  suspension 

In  the  connexion  of  our  IVeasury  with  the  banking  and 

trading  interests  of  the  country,  under  which  they  had  to 

encounter  the  pressure  of  the  deposits  act,  and,  what  was 

more  powerful  still,  the  hostility  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States  and  its  friends.     I  do  not  refer  to  the  depoeite  act 

with  a  disposition  to  criminate  gentlemen  who  supported 

'^     The  surplus  was  an  evil.    They  discharged  what  they 

considered  a  paramount  duty  in  getting  rid  of  it ;  but  they 

did  not  foresee  the  disastrous  consequences  which  would 

follow  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  so  large  an  amount  from 

the  banks  at  such  a  crisis.     That  was. not,  however,  the 

only  measure*     There  was  a  supplementary  act  which  yon 

yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  being  in 

the  chair,)  moved  out  of  its  order  and  carried  thiough  this 

House  at  midnight  on  tlie  last  night  of  the  session.     That 

act  authorixod  the  immediate  transfer  of  tlie  public  money 

Irom  bank  to  bank,  and  State  to  Stale ;  and  it  was  for  ex- 

ecQtjag  both  these  laws  together  tliat  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  has  been  so  unjustly  censured.     Let  us  suppose^ 

sir,  that  England  bad  a  surplus  of  five  hundred  millions  of 
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dollars,  which,  in  a  ratio  to  hen  revenue,  would  be  equiv- 
alent  to  our  forty  millions.  Suppose  it  to  be  deposited  iu 
the  local  banks,  and  that  Parliament  had  ordered  it  to  be 
withdrawn  in  nine  months  and  distributed  among  the  coun- 
ties in  England,  at  a  time,  too,  of  a  heavy  pressure  on  the 
nioney  market :  would  it  not  have  broken  all  the  banks  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ?  If  this  five  hundred  millions 
had  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England  and  its  branches, 
and  had  been,  as  ours  was,  employed  in  commercial  dis- 
counts, the  shock  to  trade  and  banks  would  have  been  still 
more  violent  from  the  convulsive  but  vain  efibrts  of  the 
Bank  of  England  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  exchequer 
and  to  sustain  specie  payments.  Such,  sir,  must  be  the 
condition  of  trade  and  banking  in  every  country  where 
they  are  united  with  the  fluctuating  revenues  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  next  obvious  consequence  of  this  connexion  is  the 
five  years'  war  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
friends  against  the  deposite  banks,  the  Treasury,  and  the 
country  itself.  What,  sir,  is  the  brief  history  of  this  war  ? 
The  President,  in  discharging  a  high  public  duty,  know- 
ing the  immense  power  of  such  an  institution,  and  fore- 
seeing the  mischiefs  which  would  result  from  perpetuating 
it,  brought  the  question  before  the  nation  for  its  decision. 
Without  waiting  for  that  decision,  the  Inink  memorialized 
Congress  six  years  before  the  period  for  winding  up  its  con- 
cerns, and  a  bill  was  passed  through  both  Houses,  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  President  would  reject  it.  The  pre- 
text then  was,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  bank  should 
at  that  early  period  know  its  fate,  and  commence  winding 
up  its  concerns  gradually.  The  election  of  the  President 
in  the  same  year  (1832)  ratified  his  veto.  Steps  were  ta- 
ken to  employ  other  banks,  and  towards  the  dose  of  the 
next  year  the  deposites  were  partially  removed.  The 
bank,  anticipating  this  order,  commenced  the  first  cam- 
paign against  the  deposite  banks,  the  Treasury,  and  the 
country,  by  curtailing  rapidly.  The  pretext  for  this  step 
was,  the  necessity  of  fortifying  herself  to  meet  the  hostility 
of  the  Executive  in  withdrawing  the  deposites.  And  pruy 
what  was  the  enormous  amount  of  these  deposites  1  ^ot 
thirty-seven  miliions,  sir,  the  amount  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved under  the  deposite  act,  but  less  than  seven  ;  nay, 
only  about  three  millions  at  that  time,  for  some  of  it  re- 
mained more  than  a  year  afterwards.  I^or  was  it  trans- 
ferred from  city  to  city,  or  State  to  State ;  but,  with  little 
exception,  from  one  bank  to  another  in  the  some  city.  Yet, 
alarmed  at  this  tremendous  order,  which  had  been  antici- 
pated for  months,  this  great  bank,  with  its  capital  of  thirty- 
five  millions,  was  afraid  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  was 
compelled  to  curtail  its  discounts  more  than  eighteen  mil- 
lions in  nineteen  months.  The  alarm  was  spread  through 
our  cities ;  the  local  banks  were  forced  to  follow  its  exam- 
ple; and  trade,  which  had  been  in  a  prosperous  course, 
was  suddenly  brought  to  a  stand,  without  any  commercial 
cause  whatever.  The  celebrated  panic  session  opened  with 
the  ery  of  ruin  and  revolution,  and  our  cities  were  for 
months  agitated  by  the  stormy  conflicts  of  parties.  The 
first  campaign  for  a  bank  of  the  United  States  terminated 
with  that  session. 

Foiled  in  this  experiment  upon  the  deposite  banks  and 
the  country,  the  president  of  the  bank  changed  his  policy. 
This  crippled  institution,  almost  broken  down  by  its  eflbrta 
to  pay  over  a  few  millions  to  other  banks,  as  soon  as  the 
session  was  over,  suddenly  found  itself  able  to  enlarge  its 
diiicounts  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  !  The  bank  com- 
menced extending  facilities  in  November,  1834,  and  in 
eight  raontlis  increased  them  more  than  nineteen  millions 
of  di>Uars.  The  trading  and  banking  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, after  being  so  long  chained  down  by  this  tyrant  of 
trade,  were  suddenly  set  free.  The  banks  generally  follow- 
ed the  example  of  the  United  States  Bank,  by  enlarging 
their  discounts,  and  every  branch  of  trade  was  stimulated 
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to  engage  in  the  wiKJest  speculations.  If  all  the  6ank6  in 
the  country  had  con'tracied  and  expanded  in  the  same  ratio, 
it  would  have  made  an  aggregate  fluctuation  in  commercial 
facilities  of  near  three  hundred  millions.  The  fluctuation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  alone  from  April,  1833, 
to  July,  1835,  amounted  to  ahout  thirty-eight  millions. 
Suppose,  sir,  the  Bank  of  England  h)id  not  its  capital,  its 
deposites,  and  circulation  invested  in  public  securities;  sup- 
pose, instead  of  its  mere  surplus,  it  had  its  forty  millions 
sterling  employed  in  commercial  discounts,  and  that  the 
bank,  struggling  to  compel  the  country  to  renew  iu  char- 
ter, were  to  curtail  and  extend  its  discounu  in  two  years 
and  three  months  more  than  twenty  millions  sterling — ^what 
would  have  been  the  condition  of  the  trade  and  local  banks 
oi  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  this  time  1  Precisely  vihat 
ours  is.  The  close  of  this  second  campaign  has  been  tri- 
umphant— more  than  triumphant — for  the  president  of  the 
bank  and  its  friends  have  not  only  broken  all  the  deposile 
banko,  but  almost  every  other  bank,  not  excepting  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  its  thirty-five  millions,  al- 
though rechartered  with  additional  strength  and  enlarged 
powers.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  contributed 
its  share  in  increasing  the  calamities  of  the  day.  It  has 
triumphed  over  the  depositc  banks  and  the  Treasury ;  but 
it  has  not  yet  conquered  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  wreck  of  credit,  while  the 
victims  in  this  war  lie  scatteied  around  them,  gentlemen, 
as  if  in  mockery,  invoke  the  aid  of  the  trading  and  banking 
interests  to  engage  in  a  third  campaign;  and  for  what,  sir? 
For  a  national  bank,  which  they  dare  not  themselves  pro- 
pose ;  which  they  admit  to  be  hopeless ;  which  stands  con- 
demned by  the  people ;  who,  after  alt  these  struggles,  have 
sent  to  both  Houses  the  largest  majorities  ever  known, 
against  even  the  expediency  of  such  an  institution.  The 
merchants  and  bankers  of  this  country  are  again  invited  to 
engage  in  a  third  and  suicidal  war,  to  keep  trade  and  bank- 
ing in  violent  agitation  for  three  years  to  come,  and  to  ter- 
minate the  campaign  in  another  scene  of  bankruptcy  and 
ruin.  None  but  the  determined  partisans  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  will  answer  to  the  rail.  The  intelligent 
and  candid  of  all  parties  must  be  convinced,  after  five  years' 
bitter  experience,  that  the  trading  and  banking  interests  of 
the  country  have  nothing  to  gain  by  enlisting  in  oxki  polit- 
ical wars ;  and  that  so  long  as  their  fortunes  are  associated 
with  the  fluctuating  revenues  of  this  Government,  they 
must  be  periodically  broken  down. 

In  these  contests,  sir,  the  credit  of  our  banks  has  been 
destroyed.  We  have  made  discoveries,  too,  which  warrant 
the  belief  that  we  may  anticipate  a  similar  violation  of  the 
contracts  of  this  country,  and  destruction  of  its  currency 
at  every  violent  revulsion.  The  members  of  our  stock  ex- 
change have  found  out  that,  when  stocks  are  depressed  by  a 
pressure,  and  they  are  threatened  with  ruin,  they  can  save 
themselves,  and  raise  stocks  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  by 
compelling  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments.  'J*he 
banks  have  discovered,  too,  that  they  have  absolute  domin- 
ion over  our  State  Legislatures,  through  the  power  which 
they  exercise  over  the  currency  and  the  country.  Indeed, 
it  is  probable  that,  in  a  period  of  alarm,  which  exists  in 
every  revulsion,  trade  may  solicit  the  banks  to  suspend 
their  payments.  It  may  not  happen  that  all  the  banks  will 
suspend;  but  nothing  can  prevent  many  o\'  them  from  fall- 
ing in  every  revulsion,  but  an  entire  separation  of  their 
concerns  from  those  of  the  Government. 

The  Slate  bank  dcposite  system  has  most  unquestionably 
failed,  notwithstanding  it  is  still  supported  by  a  few,  but  a 
very  few,  friends  of  the  administration.  7^ he  present  crisis 
drives  us  to  the  necessity  of  choosing  between  a  Govern- 
ment national  bank  of  vast  power,  and  a  simple  Treasury 
agency  with  no  other  power  than  that  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  always  exercised  in  collecting  and  disbursing  the 
public  revenue.     Although  gentlemen  have  not  yet  the 


courage  to  unfurl  their  banner  everywhere,  yet  there  can 
be  no  doubt  there  is  still  to  be  a  struggle  for  a  national 
bank.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mh  Skb- 
gxavt]  tells  us  we  flourished  under  the  auspices  of  such 
an  institution  for  forty  years,  and  that  the  experiment  was 
fully  tried,  and  was  triumphant.  It  was  certainly  fully 
tried,  but  I  deny  that  it  was  triumphant.  It  was  at  all 
times  a  frail  foundation  for  the  vast  fabric  of  credit  of  this 
country.  The  supen^ion  of  specie  payments  by  the  Bonk 
of  England  in  1797,  protected  the  first  bank  till  its  charter 
expired.  I  do  not  know  that  iu  solidity  was  ever  tried  but 
once,  when  an  eminent  merchant  of  &$alem  would  have 
broken  the  branch  at  New  York,  and  consequently  all  the 
other  banks,  if  it  had  not  yielded  to  his  demands.  As  to 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  we  have  the  authority 
of  two  of  its  presidents:  one  tells  us  that  in  1819  no  man 
believed  the  bank  would  continue  to  pay  in  specie  for  one 
month;  and  the  other,  that  in  1826,  the  currency  of  the 
Union  depended  upon  bis  midnight  journey  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New  York.  A  very  solid  foundation  this  for  the 
trade,  currency,  and  contracts  of  a  nation  !  As  to  ita  con- 
servative power  over  Slate  banks,  we  have  had  innumera- 
ble failures  of  them  during  the  existence  of  both ;  and  all 
the  money  which  we  have  actually  lost  by  local  institu- 
tions, amounting  to  more  than  a  million,  was  lost  when  the 
late  bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  operation. 

A  national  Itank,  such  as  we  have  had,  was  an  experi- 
ment indeed,  and  a  fearful  one  too.  It  was  without  a  paral- 
lel in  the  history  of  Governmenta.     I  appeal,  air,  to  tba 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  liKOAKi]  whether 
France  or  England  ever  chartered  a  national  bank  to  em- 
ploy the  revenues  of  Government  in  commercial  discounts^ 
to  regulate  exchange,  or  to  furnish  a  jiational  currency 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  private  stockholders  ?     If  the 
banks  of  England  or  of  France  were  permitted  to  use  the 
vast  revenues  of  these  countries  in  extending  facilities  to 
trade,  and  their  income,  like  ours,  was  constantly  vibrating 
between  an  enormous  surplus,  without  a  public  debt  to  ab- 
sorb it,  and  a  sudden  deficit  of  revenue,   it  would  be  dis- 
astrous to  the  trading  and  banking  interesta  of  all  Europe. 
Nor  was  such  bank  ever  established  to  regulate  exchange. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  well  knows  that  tho 
exchanges  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  of  all  Europe  are 
managed  by  local  banks  and  private  bankers,  and  that  th« 
latter  are  almost  exclusively  employed  for  that  purptise  on 
the  continent.     They  are  infinitely  better  manag^  there 
than  they  ever  have  been  here.     The  laws  of  trade  alone 
can  regulate  exchange.     But  even  their  operation  is  de- 
feated by  the  course  pursued  by  the  banks  in  this  country, 
and  especially  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  de- 
posite   banks.     They  have  encouraged   a  wild    spirit  of 
speculation,  by  discounting  millions  of  exchange  not  found- 
ed upon  property,  but  a  mere  exchange  of  crediU  between 
distant  points,  and  of  notes  payable  at  a  hundred  places  in 
the  interior,  counter  to  the  current  of  remittance  to  the  At- 
lanric  cities.  The  main  cause,  however,  of  the  derangement 
of  our  internal  exchanges  is  one  which  is  unavoidable ; 
that  is,  the  periodica]   and  sudden  decline  in  the  great 
staple  of  remittance  required  to  discharge  the  debt  annually 
due  from  the  Southwestern  to  the  Northeastern  States. 
There  is  more  elasticity  in  our  foreign  exchanges ;   and 
with  a  judicious  reform  of  our  currency  we  have  little  to 
fear.     Our  commercial  tables  may  alarm  us,  but  they  af- 
ford no  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  amount  of  debt  due  and 
actually  payable  abroad  at  any  one  period.     We  know  not 
what  portions  of  our  importations  of  specie  and  merchan- 
dise represent  the  proceeds  of  our  exporta  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  what  part  of  them  arise  from  (he  sale  of  our  stocks 
and  bonds;  from  the  transfer  of  the  emigrants'  property  to 
this  country,  and  from  the  steady  current  of  capital  which 
is  uniformly  flowing  from  the  reservoirs  of  Great  Britain » 
France,  and  Holland  into  this  country,  seeking  pernmnexit 
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iiiTe«tment.  When  we  we  lome  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty 
militons  against  us,  w«  forget  that  we  see  bat  a  part  of  the 
■cconnt.  Oar  imports  mast  neceasarily  eiceed  oar  ex- 
ports permanently,  while  we  perpetaally  receive,  throagh 
these  soiiroes  from  abroad,  an  increasing  amount  of  capital 
Air  beyond  any  remittance  of  dividends.  We  have  more 
to  fear  from  our  vitiated  carreney  than  we  have  from  oar 
foreign  exchanges. 

Neither,  sir,  is  a  national  bank  required  to  furnish  us 
with  a  currency.  The  Bank  of  France  issues  no  note  un- 
der five  hundred  francs.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of  £ng- 
IsDil  are,  essentially,  exchequer  bills,  or  what  we  should 
deoominate  Treasury  notes  without  interest.  They  are 
founded  upon  the  creiUt  of  Crovcrnment.  The  whole 
capiul,  deposites,  and  circulation  of  the  bank  are  invested 
in  loans,  in  various  forms,  to  Government.  The  people  of 
England  are  taxed  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  own  money 
and  their  own  credit,  to  lie  divided  among  the  stockholders 
of  the  Bank  of  England  !  However  unjust  this  financial 
system  may  be,  it  would  be  more  disastrous  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  were  the  deptisites  ami  circulation  invested  in 
commefcial  aeeurities.  The  private  discounts  of  the  bank 
form  hot  a  small  proportion  of  its  transactions.  It  is  a 
Government  bank,  and  as  ita  circulation  is  founded  on 
public  securities,  the  profit  on  it  should  be  a  public  concern. 
If  such  issues,  which  are  essentiidly  the  cre^iit  of  the  t^tate, 
were  not  made  a  source  uf  profit  to  banks,  the  power  would 
never  be  alniaed. 

Happily  for  this  country,  sir,  this  experiment  of  a  na- 
tional bank  has  not  been  tried,  and  has  not  been  trium- 
phant Had  we  made  perpetual  a  bank  authorised  to  con- 
trol the  commercial  credit  the  banking  institutions,  the 
revenue,  and  the  currency  of  this  country,  we  should  have 
conferred  on  one  man  a  greater  power  than  the  people  and 
the  States  iiarrendered  by  the  constitution  to  all  the  depart- 
ments of  this  Government  combined.  In  his  hands  would 
have  been  the  power  to  regulate  the  price  of  labor  and  the 
value  of  property  ;  to  elevate  trade  to  the  highest  point  of 
speculation,  and  to  prostrate  it  in  a  moment ;  to  draw  into 
one  Tssi  circle  the  incorporated  wealth  of  the  nation ;  to 
concentrate  and  direct  its  power ;  and  so  to  regulate  the 
iDAvementa  of  his  institution,  by  its  expansions  and  con- 
tractions, as  powerfully  to  influence  our  elections.  Whe- 
ther governed  by  his  fears  or  his  ambition,  the  destiny  uf 
the  nation  would  have  been  in  his  hands.  He  might,  as 
we  saw  Bome  years  ago,  by  his  imiiecility,  ruin  trade,  break 
the  banks,  and  endanger,  if  not  destroy  the  currency  ;  or, 
as  we  now  see,  his  ambition  might  tempt  him  to  consider 
his  inatitution  as  a  political  engine ;  he  might  attempt  to 
regulate  the  succession  to  the  Presidency.  This  was  the 
experiment,  sir— this  was  the  design  in  1791.  Fortunately 
for  the  country  it  has  failed — the  people,  not  the  bank, 
have  triumphed ;  and  as  it  regurds  the  President  who  ac- 
ca.nplinhed  it,  the  wreath  of  Orleans  may  perish,  but  the 
gratitoda  of  his  country  can  only  expire  with  its  liberty. 

Mr.  Xyhairman,  we  have  but  one  alternative  left.  We 
must  collect,  keep,  and  disburse  our  own  revenues.  This 
prop«)siti«m  was  made  in  1 835,  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Goaooir,]  then  a  member  of  this  House.  He 
proposeil  to  employ  our  own  officers  for  these  purposes,  to 
appoint  receivers  general  at  certain  points,  and  that  "  the 
Whole  revenue  of  the  United  8tates,  derived  from  customs, 
lands,  or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of 
the  United  States."  In  replying  on  that  occasion  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  RoBxaTsow,]  who  is  now 
near  hki,  I  stated  that  *'  I  concurred  entirely  in  his  prin- 
eiplee  f  that  I  considered  it  my  duty,  at  that  time,  to  regu- 
late,  **ia  the  best  praciicable  manner  under  [then]  existing 
drcnmsiances,  the  deposits  of  the  public  money ;"  that  we 
eoold  manage  our  finances  "  if  there  was  not  iih  incorpo* 
rated  bank  in  the  Union  ;'*  and  that  I  hoped  «<  the  time 
coold  come  when  we  should  be  able  to  dispense  with  the 


agency  of  alt  banks,  especially  those  of  circulation."  That 
time  has  arrived,  sir,  much  sooner  than  I  expected.  It  is 
forced  upon  us  by  the  banks  themselves.  In  1885,  they 
had  been  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I 
had  two  motives  for  continuing  them  as  our  agents,  which 
I  then  stated.  One  was,  that  I  thought  them  the  "safest 
places  of  deposite ;"  but  I  now  see  that  safety — ultimate 
safety  is  of  little  importance,  if  the  Treasury  is  to  be  peri- 
odically deprived  of  the  use  of  its  funds.  The  other  reason 
was  that  now  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Maboit,]  that  the  deposite  banks  might  aid  in  reforming 
our  currency,  by  withdrawing  their  small  notes.  Between 
that  gentleman  and  myself  I  am  sure  there  cannot  be  any 
difference  of  principle,  for  his  course  has  been  democratic 
and  constitutional.  But,  sir,  I  submit  it  to  his  judgment, 
whether  experience  lias  not  proved  that  such  an  experi- 
ment upon  the  currency  has  been,  and  must  be,  wholly 
abortive.  Soppoae  our  agents  withdraw  their  small  notes 
from  circulation  conformably  to  our  law,  have  we  not  seven 
hundrod  and  fifty  other  banks  employed  in  issuing  them  as 
fast  as  they  are  withdrawn  ?  You  might  effect  some  re- 
form if  you  employed  the  whole  eight  hundred,  bqt  not 
otherwise.  But,  if  you  were  to  propose  that,  is  it  prob- 
able that  the  banks  m  the  interior,  half  of  whose  profits 
arise  from  circulation,  would  accept  your  agency  1  All 
the  reform  we  can  effect,  is  by  confining  our  Treasury  to 
specie  and  evidences  of  public  debt.  The  email  notes  and 
the  banks  must  be  left  to  the  authority  that  created  them — 
the  State  Governments,  with  whose  duties  it  is  not  our  pro- 
vince to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly. 

But  how  has  this  simple  proposition  to  collect  our  rev- 
enue in  coin  or  evidences  of  debt,  and  to  disburse  ft 
through  our  own  officers— =41  proposition  almost  as  old  aa 
the  world — how  has  it  been  received  1  Why,  sir,  it  is 
denounced  as  an  experiment  never  before  attempted — as  a 
dangerous  innovation — as  something  monstrous.  One 
would  suppose,  from  the  language  of  gentlemen,  that  we 
were  about  •*  to  subvert  the  whole  social  fabric,"  to  revo- 
lutionise the  age,  and,  through  a  rapid  dissolution  of  mor- 
als, intelligence,  and  liberty,  go  back,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  LxeAax]  says,  to  the  age  of 
**  iron  money  and  black  broth  !"  Why,  sir,  we  have  been, 
happily  without  being  conscious  of  it,  in  a  very  lamentable 
condition  for  fivB  months  past;  we  have  been,  ever  since 
the  10th  of  May  last,  actually  circulating  iron  money,  and 
drinking  black  broth !  Luckily,  however,  the  trade  of  the 
country,  and  the  country  itself,  have  very  much  improved 
since  then,  notwithstanding  this  Spartan  discipline. 

But  what  are  the  objections  to  the  measure  proposed  ? 
The  unsafety  of  the  public  money.  This  is  certainly  an 
age  more  distinguished  for  discovery  than  experiment. 
After  having  trusted  our  public  officers  with  the  public 
money  for  near  half  a  century,  we  have  suddenly  discov- 
ered that  it  is  now  to  be  <*  plundered"  by  these  «<  faithless 
agents."  Prior  to  1800,  every  bond  was  collected  at  your 
custom-houses ;  and,  throughout  the  whole  history  of  our 
revenue,  every  dollar,  whether  from  lands  or  customs,  has 
been  placed  to  the  credit  of  our  officers  before  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer.  The  cashiet'  of  the 
New  York  custom-house  collected  five  millions  last  year ; 
one  of  your  land  receivers  had,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
two  millions  to  his  credit,  and  the  collector  of  New  York 
some  sixteen  or  eeventeen  millions.  Since  1780  we  have 
had  about  eight  hundred  millions  to  the  credit  of  our  pub- 
lic officers,  and  gentlemen  have  just  found  out  that  we  are 
for  the  first  time  about  to  confide  in  them,  because  we  pro- 
pone they  should  keep,  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
other  officers,  that  which  they  now  have  passed  to  their 
own  credit,  without  nny  check  or  guard  whatsoever.  Your 
disbursing  officers  are  also  entrusted  with  the  public 
money.  Your  receivers,  collectors,  and  disbureing  oflicers 
may  apply  the  public  money  to  what  purpoae  they  please. 
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and,  under  existing  law?,  we  hate  no  secarity  whatever 
but  their  bonds.  We  propose  to  enlarge  this  security  ;  to 
place  guards  over  them  on  the  spot,  and  to  have  visiting 
oflicers,  besides,  to  see  that  the  keeper  of  the  public  money 
and  his  supervisors  all  discbarge  their  duty  with  fidelity 
to  the  Government.  We  propose  to  secure  the  revenue 
by  stronger  regulations  than  any  that  have  hitherto  oxistetl. 
France  has  tried  this  experiment  with  an  annual  revenue 
of  about  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  we  dare  not 
try  it  with  a  revenue  of  twenty.  Defalcations  have  occur- 
red, and  would  occur,  under  any  system.  Dut  ours  has 
been  a  loose  one,  and,  unfortunately  for  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Garland,]  all  the  de- 
falcations he  refers  to  have  occurred  under  our  laws  as 
they  now  are,  and  during  the  very  time  when  the  United 
8utes  Bank  or  the  State  banks  were  employed  as  deposi- 
tories of  tlie  public  money.  Sir,  if  gentlemen  can  con- 
trive any  plan  of  special  deposite,  which  will  not  be  abuned 
by  permitting  the  public  revenue  to  be  used  by  the  banks, 
or  which  ivill  not  aid  in  the  circulation  pf  their  notes,  it 
might  be  adopted.  But  they  will  find  it  very  diflUcult  to 
■devise  any  special  deposite  system  which  will  not  be  eva- 
ded by  the  banks. 

Another  objection  is  the  prodigious  increase  or  Execu- 
tive patronage.  One  gentleman,  not  of  this  body,  has 
stated  (as  I  have  seen  it  reported)  that  we  are  about  to  en- 
list an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  public  officers.  Why, 
sir,  if  we  did  not  add  one  officer  to  the  numher  now  in  the 
public  service,  there  would  be,  as  there  actually  is  at  this 
time,  no  difficulty  whatever  in  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  our  revenues.  Convenience  may  n^quire  the 
addition  of  a  dozen  clerks ;  greater  security  might  be  effect- 
ed by  employing  half  a  dozen  receivers- general  at  points 
where  the  revenue  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  officers* 
bonds ;  and,  to  perfect  that  security,  you  may  appoint  two 
visiting  agents.  Were  we  to  go  further  than  the  bill  pro- 
poses, and  appoint  all  these,  is  that  patronage  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  political  influence  ezercii^ed  over  your 
eighty -eight  deposite  bsnks,  with  their  two  thousand  offi- 
cers and  directors,  and  rome  fifty  thousand  stockholders  1 
Sir,  the  argument  is  unworthy  of  refutation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  propoaes,  if 
I  understood  him  correctly,  to  collect  our  revenue  in  specie, 
or  its  equivalent,  and  to  make  our  disbursements  in  local 
bank  paper.  This  is  an  extraordinary  propoeiiion,  es- 
pecially from  one  so  devoted  to  the  constitution.  What, 
sir,  collect  our  revenues  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent;  extort 
the  last  fraction  from  the  public  debtors,  and  then  turn  to 
our  creditors,  and  avail  ourselves  of  this  general  act  of 
bankruptcy,  which  the  banks  have  established  for  the  coun- 
try, by  their  joint  resolution  to  suspend  specie  payments  ! 
Are  we  to  receive  coin,  or  its  equivalent,  all  over  the 
Union,  and  pay  our  debts  in  depreciated  paper,  varying 
from  five  to  forty-five  per  cent.  1  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will,  upon  reflection,  abandon  a  proposi- 
tion so  unjust  to  the  public  creditors,  and  founded  upon  so 
palpable  a  violation  of  the  public  faith. 

That,  however,  which  seems  most  to  alarm  gentlemen, 
and  especially  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Skrobant,]  is,  that  we  are  to  have  two  currencies,  as  the 
gentleman  tells  us,  *'one  for  the  Government — another 
for  the  people ;"  *'  the  people  do  not  sit  at  the  same  tuble." 
Is  this  intended  for  argument,  sir  1  I  ho|>e  not.  But,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  prepared  his  table, 
and  appears  to  be  so  solicitous  to  provide  something  for 
the  people,  I  would  advise  him  to  take  his  seat,  and  to 
place  before  him  his  favorite  dish,  that  **  spurious  progeny 
of  local  paper ;"  and  then  to  invite  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  tlie  other  wing  of  the  capitol  to  take  his  seat  at 
the  other  end  of  the  table,  and  spread  before  him  his 
**  mortified  mass  of  the  body  politic,"  though,  by  the 
way,  no  favorite  of  his.     Then,  sir,  let  these  two  distin- 


guished gentlemen  issue  their  proclamation  to  «•  the  peo- 
ple," and  invite  them  to  participate.  Will  they  come  to 
the  feast  prepared  for  them  by  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  Massachusetts  1 

Mr.  Chairman,  argumenU  not  addressed  to  the  under- 
standing have  no  permanent  effect.  If  gentlemen  mean 
any  thing  by  their  two  currencies ;  if  they  mean  that  this 
Government  shall  collect  its  revenues  in  depreciated  local 
paper;  if  they  propose  to  collect  our  taxes  from  the  States, 
and  ^to  receive  payment  for  our  public  lands  in  eight  and 
twenty  different  currencies,  let  them  boldly  Uke  their 
ground,  and  not  evade  the  question  by  popular  appeals. 
Let  them  set  the  constitution  at  defiance,  and  offer  a  pre- 
mium to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union  to  depre- 
ciate its  bank  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  its 
taxes  and  the  price  of  the  public  lands ;  let  them  forever 
postpone  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  disor- 
ganize the  Union.  Gentlemen  dare  not,  aa  a  party,  take 
that  ground  :  they  know  that  the  revenue  must,  and  will, 
be  collected  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  in  a  medium  com- 
mon to  all  the  States,  or  there  is  an  end  of  our  present 
constitutional  Union.  Sir,  as  to  this  question  of  two  cur- 
rencies, what  is  it  1  If  bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie, 
the  people  have  two  currencies,  and  the  Government  but 
one. 

One  would  suppose,  too,  we  were  about  tc  monopolize 
all  the  coin  in  the  country.     Why,  sir,  of  the  whole  me- 
tallic circulation,  assumed  at  eighty  millions,  the  Treasury 
would  require  but  a  sixtpenth  part :  the  banks  would  havo 
five-and-twenty,  and  "the  people"  fif\y  millions  for  gen- 
eral circulation.     Even  of  the  five  or  six  millions  of  coin 
which  might  be  abstracted  from  the  general  mass,  one  half 
at  least  would  be  represented  by  Treasury  warranta  in  cir- 
culation, founded   upon  the  specie   in   deposite.     There 
would  be  at  no  time  more  than  two  or  three  millions  of 
specie  in  your  depositories  in  every  part  of  the  Union  not 
represented  by  these  warrants.     As  to  an  excess  or  surplus 
beyond  six  millions,  that  will  never  occur ;  because  Con- 
gress will  now  be  compelled  to  do  what  ought  to  have  been 
done  when  the  public  debt  was  extinguished  :  they  must 
make  permanent  provision  for  guarding  against  a  surplus* 
by  investing  the  excess,  whenever  it  is  beyond  six  millions, 
and  throwing  the  specie  at  once  into  circulation,  and  then 
to  exhaust  such  surplus  by  a  graduated  reduction  of  our 
taxes.      This  accumulation  of  specie,  which  excites  so 
much  apprehension,  is,  in  my  view,  the  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  the  proposed  measure.     It  will  keep  our  rev- 
enue down,  and  avoid  the  recurrence  of  a  surplus  to  dis- 
tract our  councils,  and  make  the  Stales  dependent  upon  our 
federal  Treasury.     It  will  be  a  regulator  of  trade  far  better 
than  the  foreign  exchanges.    It  will  indicate  the  approach  of 
overtrading,  and  not,  like  the  latter,  rise  afier  the  mischief 
is  done.     To  the  banks  it  would  be  a  steady  and  salutary 
check,  in  preventing  the  excessive  and  unwarranUble  issues, 
of  their  credit,  by  bank  notes  or  otherwi.>e,  in  periods  of 
speculation-^not  for  the  purpose  of  circulation,  but  to  fur- 
nish fictitious  capital,  by  a  mere  exchange  of  credit  for 
credit,  to  stimulate  excited  enterprise,  to  abuse  credit,  and 
to  terminate  in  revulsions,  ruinous  to  trade  and  calamitous 
to  the  laboring  classes. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lioass] 
objecU  to  the  measure,  bec«use  it  would  make  **  New  York 
the  grand  market  for  specie,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  States 
tribuury."  I  was  happy  to  hear  that  he  was  not  the  author 
of  this  suggestion.  I  hepe,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator 
[Mr.  PbbstonI  to  whom  he  referred,  is  also  not  respon* 
sible  for  its  origin,  for  it  is  utterly  without  foundation.  I 
had  seen  it  before  in  an  essay  ascribed  to  a  gentleman  of 
South  Carolina,  of  great  experience  as  a  statesman,  finan- 
cier, and  banker,  who  has  suddenly  and  zealously  enliKied 
against  us.  Whether  this  objection  resu  upon  the  author- 
ity of  either  or  all  these  geotlemen,  the  author  of  it  evinces 
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a  very  limited  knowledge  of  the  financial  operatione  of  our 
Govprnment.  What  would  he  thought  of  a  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  would  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
so  absurdly  as  to  transmit  the  public  money  from  other 
Stoles  to  New  York,  where  two-thirds  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue fmm  customs  is  collected,  and  where  a  large  surplus 
(except  now  when  the  revenue  is  everywhere  Buspended) 
uoiformally  exists,  beyond  the  amount  required  for  exiienses 
in  Chat  vicinity  !  His  doty  is  directly  the  reverse.  The 
excess  of  revenue  at  New  York  must  bo  placed  in  other 
^SUlca,  where  it  is  to  be  expended.  But,  sir,  how  is  it 
transferred — does  a  dollar  in  specie  go  ftir  these  purposes, 
or  for  Treasury  remittances,  between  different  parts  of  the 
Union  1  Not  one.  We  may  require  small  amonnts,  as 
we  always  have  done,  in  specie,  for  complying  with  Indian 
treaties,  And  for  some  of  our  expenditures  abroad ;  but  in 
all  the  yrcat  operations  of  the  Treasury,  no  balance  is 
transferred  from  ei(y  to  city  or  State  to  State  in  specie. 
The  warrant  is  issued  upon  the  place  where  an  excess  ex- 
ists beyond  what  is  wanted  there ;  it  is  sent  to  the  point 
of  expenditure,  and  travels  through  the  medium  of  trade, 
or  the  banks,  to  the  place  where  the  money  is  deposited, 
and  the  specie  is  drawn  by  the  bank  from  the  depository. 
8o  far  as  the  Government  is  coni!erned,  the  coin  remains 
where  it  is  collected,  and  merely  circulates  between  the 
bank  and  the  depository.  Such  is  the  extent  of  these  specie 
trans/en  which  are  so  alarming  to  distinguished  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina. 

We  have  now  to  notice  a  formidable  objection.  It  is 
said  we  propose  to  establish  a  universal  and  exclusive  me- 
tallic currency,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lkoahr,]  to  effect  "an  absolute  sub- 
version of  all  credit  and  all  commerce — an  utter  destruction 
of  the  whole  fabric  of  society."  This  is  indeed,  sir,  an 
age  distinguished  for  discoveries.  We  have  been  for  years 
endeavoring  to  secure,  through  our  federal  lrgi»lation,  a 
broader  basis  for  the  vast  fabric  of  credit  in  this  country. 
Gentlemen  have  cordially  co  operated  with  us  in  accom- 
plishing a  purpose  almost  universally  acknowledged  to  he 
necessary  to  giTe  stability  to  trade,  and  solidity  to  our  tot- 
tering banking  system.  But  when  we  propose  a  measure 
cslculaled  to  forward  effectually  an  object  so  essential  io 
the  morals  and  prosperity  of  the  Union,  they  suddenly 
discover  that  our  design  is  to  break  up  the  very  foundations 
of  civilized  society,  to  return  to  « iron-money  and  blnck 
both'* — to  M^MSolute  barbarism.  Gentlemen  well  know  that. 
whatever  may  be  our  abstract  opinions  as  to  the  effect  of 
paper  money  on  the  morals  and  condition  of  society,  no 
man  in  this  **  bank  note  age*'  can  expect  more  than  to 
reform  the  abuses  of  the  system.  But  before  they  so 
roughly  denounce  the  principles  of  those  with  whom  they 
«re  potitieally  associated,  I  would  admonish  gentlemen  to 
con<olt  together,  and  come  to  some  understanding  as  to 
what  fbey  mean  by  ''an  exclusive  metallic  currency,"  and 
the  *<  destruction  of  the  credit  system.*'  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lrgabk,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gablavd,]  considering  bow  harmoni- 
oosly  they  act  together,  have  placed  themselves  in  an  awk- 
ward attitude  before  the  country.  The  former  gentleman 
denounces  the  currency  of  France  as  the  aVithor  of  her 
poverty  ;  the  latter  eulogises  it  as  the  soundest  in  the  world, 
and  recommends  it  to  us  as  a  model  for  our  imitation  I 
And  now,  sir,  what  becomes  of  all  the  violent  dennncia- 
tione  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  about  this  monstrous 
attempt  to  introduce  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  1  Who 
faa*i  gone  beyond  the  gentleman  from  Virginia?  No  bank 
note  circulates  in  France  of  a  less  denomination  thsn  five 
haTidred  francs,  and  the  whole  amount  is  but  about  twenty 
Diillioiis  of  dollars  in  paper  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  gold  and  silver.  Is  that  a  metallic  currency  1  Is 
the  credit  system  destroyed  in  France  1  Sir,  the. gentle- 
man from  Virginia  will  find,  upon  an  exanitnation  of  his 


own  doctrines,  that  it  will  embarrass  him  to  explain  in 
what  essential  principle  relating  to  currency  he  is  opposed 
to  the  present  administration. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  may  also  discover 
that  his  principles  are  not  so  hostile  as  he  imagines  to  the 
separation  of  bank  and  State.  Why,  sir,  he  admires  the 
Scotch  banking  system,  the  very  essence  of  which  is  its  free- 
dom from  all  legislative  interference.  The  union  between 
Parliament  and  this  branch  of  trade  has  liecn  long  since  ef- 
fectually dissolved.  Trade,  and  not  Government,  regulates 
tlie  quantity  of  banking  capita!  in  Scotland.  He  seems  struck 
with  admiration  at  the  splendid  results  of  '*  the  credit  sys- 
tem** in  that  country,  and  ascribes  them  to  the  substitution 
of  paper  for  a  metallic  circulation.  The  gentleman  niis- 
takes  the  shadow  for  the  substance.  The  astonishing  in- 
dustry and  wealth  of  Scotland,  and  the  moral  condition  of 
her  people,  are  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  the  absolute 
freedom  she  has  enjoyed  in  banking,  the  best  regulator  of 
all  trades  when  free.  The  act  of  1708  did  not  extend  to 
Scotland ;  she  was  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  She  had  no  gigantic  institution  to  break  her 
local  banks  periodically,  and  to  tlirow  thousands,  nay,  mil* 
lions,  of  laborers  out  of  employment.  Beyond  the  Tweed, 
capital,  free  from  all  restrictions,  flowed  into  this  channel,  ' 
and  kept  pnce  with  labor,  population,  trade,  and  wealth, 
and  sustained  the  vast  increase  of  her  commercial  credits. 
The  banks  of  Scotland  are  an  improvement  upon  the  plan 
of  our  savings  institutions,  l^hey  have  in  that  country  not 
only  a  large  amount  of  banking  capital,  but  more  than  a 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  drawn  from  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, in  deposite  upon  interest,  yielding  a  profit  to  tlie 
community  as  well  as  to  the  banks ;  thus  mutually  benefit- 
ing the  capitalists  and  the  country,  and  encouraging  fru- 
gality and  enterprise.  Her  '*  rredit  s}'stem*'  rests  upon  a 
foundation  almost  as  broad  as  the  whole  property  of  b>cot- 
land.  Her  stockholders  are  not,  like  ours,  exempt  from 
responsibility.  The  public  interest  and  security  are  not, 
as  with  us,  sacrificed  to  encourage  the  growth  of  corpora- 
tions—of partners  not  individually  liable  lor  their  debts, 
and  not  responsible  to  the  country  for  their  management. 
Her  banks  are  essentially  the  guardians  of  the  poor,  as  well 
as  the  regulators  of  trade.  It  is  to  these  circumstances  we 
may  chiefly  ascrilic  the  rapid  growth  of  Scotland,  notwith- 
standing her  disadvantages  of  soil  and  climate,  and  with- 
out the  appen'^age  of  an  impoverished  laboring  population, 
as  in  England  and  Ireland,  ft  ia  wholly  immaterial  to 
Scotland  what  may  be  the  character  of  her  circulation.  She 
is  an  interior  province ;  exchanges  do  not  press  upon  her ; 
England  interyenes  and  sustains  the  shock.  Like  our 
country  hanks,  theirs  have  little  ase  for  specie;  and,  like 
them,  they  have  their  <<  specie  fund**  in  tlie  centre  of  cir- 
culation. Had  she  been  on  the  liorders  of  the  British  chan- 
nel, where  her  local  circulations  would  come  in  contact 
with  the  metallic  currency  of  the  continent,  she  would  have 
long  since  discovered  that,  however  convenient  small  notes 
may  be,  the  imaginary  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into 
coin  is  but  a  frail  protection  to  labor,  and  a  weak  founda- 
tion for  the  credit  and  contracts  of  a  nation.  Protected  by 
her  interior  position,  as  well  as  by  skilful  management,  her 
population  has  escaped  some  of  the  consequences  of  this 
abuse  of  credit. 

But  the  chief  object  of  the  admiration  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  the  triumphant  result  of  the  credit 
system  in  England.  Why,  sir,  nothing  can  be  more  un- 
like than  the  credit  systems  of  England  and  Scotland,  as 
they  were  prior  to  1820.  both  in  their  characters  and  their 
results.  The  one  was  a  system  of  despotism,  the  other  of 
liberty.  The  one  filled  the  country  with  pauperism,  the 
other  kept  labor  steadily  employed,  and,  with  parental 
guanlianship,  hoarded  the  small  accumulations  of  the  poor. 
But  it  was  in  England  that  the  gentleman  saw  **  the  grand- 
est work  of  civilized  life  in  any  part  of  the  worid**— the 
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splendid  lesutt  of  her  credit  and  banking  syBtem.  Sir, 
while  the  classical  and  intellectual  gentleman  from  i^oulh 
Carolina  was  admiring  the  Corinthian  granduer  of  this 
proud  fabric  of  the  credit  system,  in  the  ecstacy  of  his  ad- 
miration, he  forgot  that  he  was  standing  on  a  vast  ruin  of 
violated  rights;  lost  in  his  sublime  contemplations,  he 
heard  not  *<the  accents  of  despair,"  nor  the  wailings  of 
poverty,  uttered  by  millions  who  had  fallen  victims  to  the 
credit  system  of  England.  He  had  not  probably  examined 
the  poor  man's  record.  He  could  not  persuade  himself  to 
believe  that,  amidst  all  this  bustle,  life,  and  splendor,  all 
this  wealth  and  grandeur,  he  was  in  a  nation  of  paupers. 
He  could  see  it  all  in  his  travels  through  impoverished 
France  with  her  metallic  currency,  but  not  in  England 
with  her  credit  and  banking  system.  Well,  sir,  hero  is 
that  record  of  its  resulu,  which  escaped  the  gentleman's 
observation.  Two  millions  four  hundred  and  ninety -three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  three  families  "  receiv- 
ing relief  not  included  in  the  returns  for  this  year.''  But 
it  is  added  in  this  work,  published  by  the  London  Statist!  - 
cal  Society,  "judging  from  the  results  here  exhibited,  the 
paufiers  form  the  greatest  portion  of  the  whole  population." 
Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  foundation  upon  which  rests 
this  ''grandest  work  of  civilized  life,"  this  triumphant  evi. 
dence  of  the  blessings  of  tlie  English  banking  and  credit 
system. 

[Mr.  LaoABs  inquired  the  date  of  the  work.] 

The  work  was  published  in  1897 ;  the  statistical  table  of 
pauperism  is  for  the  year  1821 -'22.  [Mr.  L.  added  that 
there  was  a  change  since  then.]  The  poor  laws  are  re- 
formed, it  is  true;  but  was  not  capital  emancipated  from 
the  dominion  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  1826  1  was  not 
banking,  for  the  first  time,  set  free  in  the  great  commercial 
and  mil nufactu ring  districts?  Sir,  I  have  travelled  a  little, 
too.  I  have  contemplated  with  delight  the  rich  treasures 
of  the  Louvre  and  of  the  Vatican  ;  the  sublime  Doric  and 
the  proud  Corinthian ;  but  it  was  in  the  beautiful  valleys 
of  France  and  Germany — on  the  Rhino  and  on  the  Elbe — 
it  was  amidst  the  mountains  of  Switzerland  and  Wales 
that  I  saw,  without  regard  to  questions  of  currency,  or 
even  forms  of  government,  sound  morality  and  personal 
comfort ;  it  was  these  scenes  that  leminded  me  <»f  our  west- 
ern paradise.  And,  sir,  I  could  but  regret  that  the  tenants 
of  those  mountains  and  valleys  were  governed  by  that  con- 
centrated power  of  associated  wealth  which  rules  Govern- 
ments, controls  monarcha,  and  regulates  the  destiny  of 
every  nation  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  a  great  constitutional  duty  to 
discharge.  We  have  to  regulate  the  coii\age,  and  by  re- 
quiring the  collection  of  our  revenue  in  a  common  medium, 
to  secure  equal  taxation  to  the  States  of  this  confederacy, 
and  to  preserve  for  the  whole  people  a  measure  of  value  of 
ancient  origin,  for  latH>r,  property,  and  contracts.  In  dis- 
charging this  duty,  we  have  not  only  to  encounter  the 
vices  of  our  complicated  bar\king  systems,  but  also  a  revo- 
lution which  has  l*een  going  on  more  than  a  century,  and 
one  which  threatens  in  ibe  end  to  substitute  a  mere  ex- 
change of  credits  for  the  ancient  standard  of  .nations.  It 
commenced  with  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in 
1694.  This  substitute  first  appeared  in  the  form  of  notes 
of  twenty  pounds;  in  1759  it  was  reduced  to  ten  pounds; 
in  1793  to  five  pounds;  and  in  1797  the  bank  suspended 
specie  payments,  and  commencetl  issuing  one  and  two 
pound  notes.  After  a  fatal  experiment  of  five  and  twenty 
years—fatal  to  the  morals  and  welfare  of  the  people,  how- 
ever necessary  it  may  have  been  to  Government — the  bank 
resumed  specie  payments  in  1822.  The  currency  was  re- 
formed, and  all  notes  under  five  pounds  (about  equal  to 
twenty  five  dollars)  were  prohibited  in  England  and  Wales. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  roost  material  reform. 

The  restriction  on  banking,  which  had  been  iropoaod  in 
1708  to  protect  the  monofoly  of  the  Bank  of  England, 


was  repealed  in  1826.  For  one  hundred  and  eightcea 
years  no  association  could  be  formed  for  banking  parposea 
with  more  than  six  partners.  Under  this  system,  the 
trade  and  currency  of  England  were  periodically  convulsed. 
The  great  regulator  of  banking  in  that  country,  by  its  own 
alarms  and  powerful  efforts  to  save  iii^elf,  brought  down 
country  banks  by  the  hundred  in  every  revulsion,  proa- 
trated  trade,  and  threw  millions  of  the  laboring  population 
out  of  employment.  The  violent  revulsion  of  1825  brought 
about  the  reform  of  1826 ;  and  •*  with  the  consent"  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  her  monopoly  was  partially  reliuquUhed, 
and  the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  districts  were 
permitted,  like  Scotland,  to  form  as  many  banks  as  they 
pleased.  England  has  escaped  some  of  the  violence  of 
the  recent  revulsion.  Her  banks  have  not  suspended 
specie  pavmenls.  The  Bank  of  England  was  not  saved, 
as  in  1826,  by  an  accidental  discovery  of  one  pound  notes! 
It  was  not  because  there  had  not  been  overtrading  m 
England ;  far  otherwise.  There  never  was  a  period  when 
there  was  more  extensive  speoulation  in  every  branch  rif 
trade,  and  when  her  capital  and  credit  were  more  vvidely 
extended  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  How  has  it  hap- 
pened, then,  that  she  did  not  suffer  as  in  1 825 1  Because 
the  revulsion  in  that  year  broke  down  the  monopoly  of  the 
Bank  of  England ;  because  capital,  freed  from  its  domin- 
ion, flowed  with  astonishing  rapidity  into  that  branch  of 
trade,  and  was  ready  to  meet  the  sudden  and  large  addi- 
tion which  speculation  had  made  to  the  mass  of  commer- 
cial crediu.  Some  of  these  asaociationa,  it  is  true,  were 
embarrai»sed  bv  the  revulsion ;  the  wonder  is  that  more 
were  not  brought  down  by  it.  They  were  all  of  recent 
origin ;  and  this  trade  had  l>een  effectually  prohibited  for 
more  than  a  century.  These  were  not  the  only  reforms. 
That  remnant  of  barbarism,  the  usury  law,  was  also  in 
eflect  repealed,  by  exempting  all  bills  having  not  more 
than  ninety  days  to  run  from  their  operation ;  and  this  has 
been  subsequently  extended.  The  rate  of  interest,  air,  is 
the  safety-valve  of  credit.  It  should  be  permiUed  to  rise 
and  fall  with  the  pressure  upon  the  nK>ney  market.  In 
this  country  we  have  locked  it  down,  and  doubly  prohibit- 
ed the  free  use  of  capital.  The  ineviuble  coiisequence  ie 
periodical  explosions.  But  with  all  these  reforms,  it  is 
still  the  policy  of  England  to  substitute  credit  for  a  metal- 
lic measure  of  value.  That  credit,  it  is  true,  is  not  eo 
vitiated  as  it  was;  but  by  making  Bank  of  England  notes 
a  lawful  tender,  and  by  authorising  the  joiiii-aock  aaso- 
ciatione  to  issue  their  notes,  redeemable  in  tbeec  note*, 
they  have  laid  the  foundation  for  revulsions  in  trade, 
which  are  not  yet  developed.  These  assorialions  bad  not 
been  long  enough  in  existence  to  show  to  what  amount 
they  could  increase  their  circulations,  though  long  enough 
to  prove  how  rapidly  they  could  increase  them.  While 
the  use  of  credit  founded  upon  property  should  enjoy  ab- 
solute freedom,  the  abuse  of  credit,  by  issuing  that  which 
IS  founded  upon  credit,  should  never  be  encouraged  by 
Government. 

The  roost  powerful  antagonist,  however,  of  a  uniform 
measure  of  value  is  our  own  banking  system,  unquesar»n- 
ably  the  worst  in  the  world.  If  we  had  no  other  motive, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  collect  our  revenue  in  a  metallic 
currency,  in  order  to  preserve  something  in  the  countr7  as 
a  standard  of  value.  We  have  six  and  twenty  Legisla- 
tures and  two  7'erritorial  councils  steadily  at  work  enacting 
laws  to  banish  specie  from  circulation.  'J^he  present  crisis, 
no  doubt,  must  produce  reform ;  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  immediate  or  general,  so  long  as  our  laws  are  made 
by  those  m  ho  entertain  hostile  principles  of  Government, 
especially  on  this  question  of  currency.  It  is  true,  there 
is  a  common  conviction  that  our  banking  system  is  bad, 
and  that  our  local  circulations  require  reform;  but  when 
will  that  ever  he  effected,  if  we  surrender  up  our  constitu- 
tional standard  ?     If  we  do  not  lay  the  foundation  ber  , 
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OUT  banking  wyt^m  will  n«ver  be  reformed.  It  is  impos- 
Biblo  to  iofrngine  r  •yatem  more  discordantf  and  more  em- 
barrassing to  trade,  than  the  system  of  the  Uuiled^lales  as 
a  whole.  Capital  is  not  at  liberty  to  flow  into  this  branch 
of  trade  as  in  England  and  Scotland.  Government  must 
regttlaCe  the  qaantity  in  each  Stale.  Our  State  Govern- 
ments night  with  equal  propriety  and  wisdom  regulate  the 
quantity  of  capital  in  every  other  branch  of  trade.  And 
what  is  the  consequence  of  this  legislative  interference  with 
bank-ing  1  Why,  sir,  two  of  our  cities  have  each  more 
banking  capital  than  the  State  of  New  York,  with  her  hun- 
dred dtiea  and  towns,  and  with  more  than  two  millions  of 
popuhlion.  The  commercial  emporium  of  the  Uniun,  the 
centre  of  circulation,  the  point  upon  which  the  whole  fabric 
of  cQaamerciai  credit,  inurnal  and  external,  presses  at  every 
revulsion,  is  permitted  to  employ,  in  this  branch  of  trade, 
some  twenty  millions — about  one-third  the  banking  capital 
of  a  neighboring  city.  Such  legislation  is  as  absurd  as  it 
is  nnequal.  It  is  calculated  to  unregulate  trade  and  embar- 
rass the  banks. 

Banking,  legitimate  banking,  is  a  trade^  and  should  be 
as  free  an  all  other  trades.  Let  it  regulate  the  quantity  of 
capiul,  and  this  branch  will  keep  pace  with  all  others ;  it 
will  increase  with  the  increase  of  commercial  credits,  and 
with  the  growth  of  trade.  As  the  demand  increases  so  will 
the  supply ;  and  no  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country 
wiff  be  unemployed.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  success  of 
the  Scotch  banking  system,  which  is  weakened,  and  not 
strengthened,  by  her  small  note  circulation. 

Current,  sir,  is  not  a  lrad«.  Governments  will  be 
called  upon  to  decide  whether  an  attribute  of  sovereignty 
fliiall  be  exercised  by  trading  companies,  and,  if  so,  to  what 
extent.  Tbcy  must  determine  whether  such  companies 
are  to  be  permitted  to  furnish  the  world  with  their  credit  as 
a  substitute  for  a  metallic  standard,  with  liberty  to  increase 
and  diminiah  it  at  pleasure ;  for  that  is  the  result  which 
eeeoM  approaching.  The  great  question  to  be  determined 
ia,  aie  trading  associations  to  bo  authorized  to  issue  a 
species  of  State  credit,  and  to  collect  a  revenue,  now 
amounting  to  six  or  seven  millions  annually,  and  constantly 
increasing,  and  to  indemnify  an  abused  community  by  pro- 
ducmg  periodical  bankruptcy,  poverty,  and  want  ?  The 
gentleman  frym  South  Carolina  knows  that  almost  all  the 
disiingaished  authorities  are  against  his  *< credit  system." 

It  is  a  conceded  point,  that  the  regulation  of  the  quan- 
tity of  currency  which  is  the  measure  of  value  ought  not 
to  be  entrusted  to  those  whose  profits  are  increased  by 
abunng  the  trust.  You  might  as  well  at  once  surrender 
to  these  corporations  the  power  to  regelate  the  value  of  our 
coin,  and  let  them  adulterate  it,  or  arbitrarily  raise  its 
nominal  value  at  their  pleasure,  as  monarchs  formerly  did, 
to  the  ruin  of  their  people.  Upon  what  ground  is  it  that 
Governments  have  been  indnced  to  give  their  aid  in  subi^ti- 
luting  the  paper  of  trading  companies  for  the  current  coin 
of  the  world  1  An  increasing  demand  for  a  medium  of 
circulation  and  a  deficiency  of  the  precious  metals.  The 
former  is  admitted,  the  latter  1  deny ;  and  on  neither  ground 
can  these  issues  be  defended.  Sir,  there  has  been  no  age 
of  the  world  when  it  was  so  abundantly  supplied  with  cir- 
enlation,  indepemlent  of  all  the  small  notes  (I  mean  under 
fifiy  or  one  hundred  dollars)  in  Europe  and  America. 
How  is  it  with  the  precious  meUls  ?  In  the  work  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  quantity  of 
money  in  the  Augustan  age  is  estimated  at  less  than  two 
thousand  millions;  Why,  air,  since  1492,  we  have  drawn 
fr«im  the  American  mines  alone,  mors  than  six  thousand 
cnillioos  of  dollars,  and  the  aggregate  of  coin,  bullion,  and 
plate  in  the  world,  is  estimated  at  from  seven  to  ten  thou- 
•tand  millions.  The  quantity  of  specie  might  have  been  an 
ol^ect  of  solicitude  in  earlier  ages ;  but  of  what  conse- 
qaence  is  it  now,  when,  for  all  its  great  offices,  we  have 
discovered  other  substitutes  1     Wc  have  discovered  a  mine 


richer  than  all  the  mines  of  Mexico  or  Peru — the  human 
mind.  We  have  drawn  from  that  inezbauetible  mine, 
countless  millions  of  substitutes  for  specie,  in  the  form  of 
public  debts,  bank  stocks,  and  stocks  of  every  kind  ;  of  bills 
of  exchange,  notes  of  hand,  bank  drafts,  and  bank  ctiecks. 
These  are  our  circulations  which  give  velocity  to  trade.  It 
is  these,  amounting  to  thousands  of  millions,  which  have 
accelerated  the  growth  of  wealth  among  nations,  and  not 
the  contemptible  amount  of  your  small  note  circulations  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  America.  In  the  present  age» 
trade  provides  its  own  substitutes  for  specie,  in  adjusting  ' 
balances  not  only  between  States  and  nations,  but  between 
individuals,  and  without  the  agency  of  bank  notes.  Spccio 
is  only  wanted  to  adjust  balances  between  nations  when 
credit  is  suddenly  destroyed.  It  is,  however,  wanted  in 
every  country  as  a  standard  for  local  circulation,  and  to 
sustain  the  increasing  amount  of  commercial  credit.  The 
value  of  property  is  sufficiently  affected  by  credit  founded 
upon  credit,  in  the  form  of  bills  of  exchange,  without  ex- 
tending this  abuae  of  credit  in  the  form  of  currency.  The 
former  we  cannot  reach  by  legislation,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  do  so  if  we  could,  however  injurious  its  operation 
is  upon  trade.  The  latter  interferes  with  the  currency  es- 
tablished by  the  constitutiun,  and  we  should  adopt  every 
measure  that  we  can  to  prevent  it  from  destroying  our 
standard  altogether. 

This  revolution  may  be  accomplished.  The  precious 
metals  may  eventually  be  banished  from  the  circulations 
of  the  world,  and  we  may  have  no  other  standard  than 
bank  notes.  I  admit,  sir,  that,  as  a  mere  question  of  trade, 
it  would  accelerate  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  the 
growth  of  our  cities.  But  what  are  the  sacrifices  attending 
such  a  system  1  Do  you  not  lay  the  foundation  of  your 
cities  on  the  ruin  of  your  population  1  Sir,  while  we 
sacrifice  the  poor,  we  transfer  political  power  from  the  agri- 
cultural and  laboring  classes  of  society  to  those  thousand 
corporations  which  seem  to  have  been,  from  the  beginning 
of  our  ^^^  Governments,  the  only  interests  worthy,  in  the 
estimation  of  our  American  legislators,  to  be  exclusively 
cherished,  protected,  and  patronised.  Sir,  go  on  with 
your  credit  and  banking  systems ;  banish  the  precious 
metals ;  establish  your  paper  standard,  and  let  the  value  of 
property  and  the  price  of  labor  float  upon  its  agitated  sur- 
face; let  them  rise  with  its  expansions  and  fall  with  its 
contractions;  and  then,  sir,  gentlemen  may  anticipate 
every  five  years  the  return  of  the  *<  awful  winters''  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  One  of  them  is 
DOW  appioachiug — an  awful  winter  indeed  for  the  poor  ; 
thousands  will  be  struck  down  by  poverty  and  want.  Sir^ 
I  do  not  ask  gentlemen  for  their  charity.  I  make  no  ap- 
peals to  their  humanity,  but  in  the  name  of  Him  who  made 
us  all,  I  entreat  them  to  spare  them  their  taunts — do  not 
stigmatize  them — let  these  poor  laborers  die  in  peace  and 
of  famine,  in  a  land  overflowing  with  the  richest  abun- 
dance. Pardon  these  victims  of  your  policy,  should  they  in 
their  lost  hour  pray  that  their  country  might  be  delivered 
from  your  calamitous  **  credit  system." 

Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  tlie 
people  of  this  country,  at  the  present  crisis,  depend  the 
condition  of  our  society  and  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  is  evidently  a  struggle  for  power  by  some  of  the 
corporations  of  this  country,  but  I  trust  not  all  of  ihcm.  It 
is  a  great  issue ;  for  every  thing  moral,  social,  and  political 
is  at  stake.  On  such  an  occasion,  gentlemen  may  well 
discard  their  prejudices — republicans'  have  been  separated 
on  party  grounds,  but  not  on  principle — they  may  readily 
unite  when  a  question  arises  involving  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  the  very  eiistence  of  free  Government.  In  a 
cause  so  just  we  have  little  to  fear,  and  every  thing  to  hope. 
I  cannot  believe  that  in  the  approaching  contest  we  shall 
lose  one  sincere  friend  of  this  administration.  Some  'lave, 
I  think,  prematurely  derided  upon   the  measure  now  pro- 
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posed ;  tbey  have  denounced  it  without  proper  examination. 
I  am  sure  no  sound  republican  can,  upon  deliberation,  be 
ultimately  found  against  it;  while,  sir,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  proposition  to  separate  bank  and  State  must  rally  and 
unite  the  democracy  of  this  country,  by  whatever  ques- 
tions they  may  have  l>een  hitherto  divided.  They  will 
never  consent  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  controlled  by  the  stock  exchange  of  Wall  street,  or  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  ;  that  the  public  revenue  shall  be  again 
made  instrumental  in  augmenting  the  disasters  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  and  that  the  (iovernment  shall  be  periodically  embar- 
rassed for  want  of  n^eans,  by  entrusting  its  fiinds  to  insti- 
tutions whose  fate  depends  upon  the  slightest  counter  move- 
ment in  any  part  of  the  commercial  system  of  the  world. 
Nor,  sir,  can  I  believe  that  any  sound  republican  is  pre- 
pared to  substitute  the  credit  of  our  corporations  for  the 
common  medium  and  common  standard  of  the  world. 
No,  sir ;  on  these  questions  the  democracy  will  be  found 
united,  as  they  always  have  lieen  whenever  the  honor  or 
the  interests  of  their  country  were  involved,  as  they  are  at 
the  present  crisis.  Let  not  gentlemen  deceive  themselves; 
their  victories  always  come  with  our  calamities,  and  dis- 
appear  with  returning  prosperity.  The  concentrated  power 
upon  which  they  depend  cannot  yet  regulate  the  succession 
to  the  Presidency'. 

Sir,  I  have  detained  the  committee  too  long.  We  chal- 
lenge gentlemen  to  the  vote.  Let  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  declaim  over  his  '*  iron  money  and  black 
broth  ;*'  let  gentlemen  denounce  the  measure  as  an  expe- 
dient or  an  experiment ;  let  them  call  it  a  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  or  by  what  name  they  please ;  but  let  them  alToitl 
us  an  opportunity  to  test  its  advantages  to  trade,  to  banks, 
■  the  Treasury  and  the  country.  We  fear  not  the  results  of 
the  experiment. 

[After  Mr.  CAMuiiKLK^rG  had  concluded,  Mr.  Wise 
obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Hofpxait,  who 
replied  to  some  personal  reflections  of  his  colleague  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  excite  universal  attention  and  admira- 
tion.] 

Mr.  WISE  having  again  obtained  the  floor,  at  about 
half  past  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  h«  said:  After  the  rich  treat 
which  wo  have  just  enjoyed,  I  can  hardly  hope  lo  be  lis- 
tened to.  I  have  much  to  say,  far  too  much  to  be  said  at 
once.  Did  I  not  know  that  it  was  the  wish  on  oil  sides 
for  the  committee  to  rise  this  night  and  report  the  bill,  I 
would  not  proceed  now;  and  had  T  not  at  the  last  session 
reviewed  the  last  message  of  the  **  Greatest  and  Best,'*  and 
did  T  not  feel  it  lo  be  a  more  imperative  duty  to  review 
the  first  message  of  his  proteg6  and  successor,  I  wouM 
not  proceed  at  all.  But,  sir,  a  duty  rests  upon  my  shoul- 
ders which  most  gentlemen  seem  to  shun,  and  I  shall  dis- 
charge it,  though  the  debate  has  exhausted  this  subject, 
and  exhausted  still  more  our  time  and  our  patience.  I 
mean  the  duty  of  complaining:  I  rise  to  murmur  and  to 
complain. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Leoark]  ex- 
horted us  not  to  disturb  our  tempers  by  tracing  the  causes 
of  the  IHs  we  endure  to  their  authors — it  could  lead  to  no- 
thing but  crimination  and  recrimination;  he  begged  us 
rather  to  study  out  the  remedy  and  to  apply  it  to  our  mala- 
die:*.  I  shall  not  fullow  the  gentleman's  recommendation. 
It  may  well  suit  the  powers  that  be,  who  have  always 
heretofore  been  claiming  for  their  administration  the  high- 
est praise  of  prosperity  and  iniultibility,  uow  that  they  have 
reduced  the  country  to  distress,  and  the  Government  to 
bankruiitcy,  to  cry  for  a  spirit  of  concilation  and  charity  ; 
but,  as  for  me,  I  compromise  not,  I  conciliate  not  with 
public  plunderers,  and  I  spare  not  those  who  have  wilfully 
and  deliberately  misgoverned  my  country,  and  whp  have 
basely  and  corruptly  rioted  in  her  distresses  and  her  wrongs. 
Whom  have  they  spared  ?  Let  them  answer  me.  Have 
thny  spared  any  thing  worth  preserving?     Sir,  I  believe 


that  the  only  true  remedy  is  to  trace  the  evils  of  the  present 
times  to  their  real  authors,  and  to  hold  these  authors  re- 
sponsible to  B  just,  though  it  be  a  severe  judgment.  No 
virtue  should  be  so  severe,  so  austere  as  patriotism;  it 
should  be  no  respecter  of  persons,  excuse  no  man  or  set  of 
men,  for  bringing  ruin  on  a  country  rich  in  every  element 
of  wealth;  and  it  should  visit,  witli  iWb  moat  condign 
punishment,  that  man  or  set  of  men  who  has  usurped  and 
perverted  power  for  the  basest  and  worst  purposRs  of  re- 
ducing that  country,  once  the  freest  in  the  world,  to  sla- 
very as  well  as  beggary.  There  is  no  remedy  so  wbolesomo 
as  that  of  convicting  these  spoilers,  and  taking  from  them 
the  power  to  do  further  mischief. 

Sir,  whilst  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Lsoaub]  was  abroad  in  Europe  studying  the  condition  and 
the  policy  of  foreign  countries,  it  was  my  lot  to  remain  at 
home,  and  for  the  last  four  years  to  mark  the  policy,  to 
study  the  mrtives,  and  watch  the  march  of  our  own  fede- 
ral Government.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman  that  our 
federal  Executive  has,  almost  within  that  period  of  time, 
changed  the  form  of  our  Government  from  a  representa- 
tive federal  republic,  to  that  of  an  elective  monarchy — 
an  elective  monarchy,  with  the  power  of  absolute  control 
over  legislation,  and  of  perpetuating  a  succession  !  I  con* 
gratulate  this  House  and  the  nation  that  the  genileman 
has  returned  to  his  country  in  time  to  strike  for  her  a  blow 
with  his  strong  arm  against  this  nefarious  measure,  calcu- 
lated for  no  other  design  than  that  of  strengthening  tho 
cords  of  Executive  power,  and  of  riveting  forever  the 
chains  which  have  been  forged  for  us  fur  the  last  four 
year ;  and  I  only  regret  that  he  was  not  here  before  to  war 
side  by  side  with  roe  and  others  who  have  been  laboring 
in  vain  to  ward  off  the  catastrophe  which  has  befallen,  and 
the  crisis  which  now  threatens  the  country  and  its  institu- 
tions. If  he  had  been  here  to  watch  the  conduct  and  mo- 
tives of  our  rulers,  as  I  have  been,  he  would  be  as  readj 
as  I  sm  to  arraign  the  conduct  and  impugn  the  motives  of 
the  real  autliors  of  this  monstrous  change  in  the  form  of 
our  Government  and  in  the  condition  of  our  affairs.  Sir, 
I  repeat  that  I  rise  for  no  other  object  than  to  criminate 
the  conduct  and  the  motives  of  the  preceding  and  the  pre- 
sent administratious.  They  have  deliberately  and  wick- 
edly, with  malice  aforethought,  wrought  this  mischief,  and 
a  bill  of  indictment  should  be  laid  against  them  before  the 
grand  jury  of  the  nation— the  people !  I  appeal  to  them, 
and,  sir,  I  propose  to  show  the  guilt  of  the  culprits  out  of 
their  own  mouths. 

Sir,  contrast  «the  last  annual  message"  wiih  the  first 
semi-annual  message  to  this  extraordinary  distress  session ! 

"  Alas,  fptm  what  high  hope,  to  what  relapse 
"  Unlook'd  fur  ore  we  fallen  !" 

In  the  very  first  paragraph  of  this  extraordinary  message 
we  have  the  precious  confession  that— the  experiment  has 
failed  !  failed !  Ay,  failed !  Is  it  possible  1  Can  this  thing 
be  so?  Ay,  failed !  The  great  chief,  the  Greatest  and  Best 
—he  under  whom  it  was  gk>ry  enough  to  have  served — was 
altogether  such  as  we  are,  a  man  \  He  waa  not,  as  it  was 
thought,  a  god !  He  was  but  a  poor  weak  mortal ;  faia 
wisdom  was  fallible  I  This  our  Cesar  did  feed  on  meet  as 
other  men  !  Sir,  this  one  truth  is  every  thing — that  Jack* 
jon  was  a  fallible  man  ;  that  he  was  not  endowed  with  all 
virtue,  all  wisdom,  and  not  entitled  to  all  confidence  and 
trust ;  this  dissolves  the  charm ;  and  from  this  one  truth 
admitted  alene,  I  augur  better  times  to  come.  I  breathe,  I 
hope!  Now,  sir,  will  the  people  heed  a  warning,  reason 
for  themselves,  act  for  theinaelvcs  1  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  %o 
declaim,  I  came  here  this  night  to  reason  with  the  people. 
I  mean,  Grod  willing,  to  bring  in  review  before  them  tbe 
collected  wisdom  of  General  Jackson^s  administration  upou 
this  same  experiment;  the  messages,  the  reports,  the  es- 
says, the  speeches,  documents,  arguments,  proofs,  which 
were  written,  adduced,  made,  read,  and  reiterated,  to  cs> 
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tablish  the  length  and  the  breadth,  the  height  and  the  depth 
of  this  same  grand,  safe,  and  aare  experiment  which  now 
lies  like  love  bleeding !  Could  any  ayatem,  any  wise  plan 
of  finance  and  currency  he  more  strongly,  more  earnestly, 
more  confidently  recommended  and  urged  than  was  this 
aantc  experiment !  Let  us  see ;  to  the  proofs.  [Here  Mr. 
Wise  raised  many  large  volumes  of  Executive  documents 
and  reports  of  committees,  &c.  ]  Here  !  here  they  are,  pile 
upon  pile — mountain  high,  if  you  choose ;  if  those  are  not 
enough,  I  can  touch  that  dome  with  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  and 
Oaaa  upon  Olympus,  of  multiplied  proofs  against  you, 
(taming  to  Mr.  CAMBRELuro.)  Shall  I  read  them  1  [Here 
Mr.  Gakbrrleito  begged  for  God's  sake  that  he  would 
not.]  I  know  they  are  grail  and  wormwood  to  you  now, 
but  you  must  take  a  portion  of  the  bitter  draught,  though 
I  do  not  intend  to  minister  to  you  the  dregs.  You  must 
endure  a  portion.  -  Sir,  I  omit  the  President's  celebrated 
cabinet  paper  read  in  183S,  upon  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positee. I  omit  the  reports  and  papers  of  honest  lago, 
Amoe,  the  agent,  to  the  President  in  1883,  upon  the  expe- 
diency and  policy,  the  wisdom  and  virtue,  of  removing  the 
deposites  from  the  monster,  and  placing  them  in  certain 
loeal  banks.  I  cite  only  the  Congressional  documents. 
(See  Executive  documents,  183d-'d4,  p.  12.)     * 

In  the  President's  message  of  December,  1833,  ho  (Jack- 
son) told  us :  *«  I  entirely  concur  in  the  view  he"  (the  Sec- 
retary of  the  I'reasory)  «« has  taken  of  the  subject ;"  (the 
lemoval  of  the  deposites. )  What  was  the  view  he  took  1 
The  report  of  the  {Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Taney,) 
in  1833,  says : 

"  The  State  banks  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  gen- 
eral circulating  medium,  quite  as  uniform  in  value  as  that 
which  baa  been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Probably  more  so."  *  •  "But  a  currency  founded  on 
the  notes  of  State  banks  could  not  be  suddenly  substituted 
for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  take  the  place  of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in 
erery  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  essential  that  the  change 
should  be  gradual,  and  sufficient  time  should  lie  allowed  to 
sofier  It  to  make  its  way  by  the  ordinary  operations  of  com- 
merce, without  requiring  a  hasty  and  violent  effort." 

This  view  was  supported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  chairman 
then  [Mr.  Polk]  the  preacnt  Speaker.  The  report  of  that 
committee  in  1833-'34  upon  the  removal  of  the  depositee, 
says: 

**  The  question  then  arises  whether  the  State  banks 
should  be  continued  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  State  banks 
are  fnlly  competent  to  perform  all  the  services  which  the 
general  Government  ought  to  requiio,  in  the  collection 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  and  to  afford  all  the  fa- 
cilities to  the  internal  commerce  and  exchanges  of  the 
oountiy  which  have  been  derived  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

**Tlie  opinion  has  already  been  expressed  that  the  State 
banks  are  competent  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  the 
Governnient  or  the  public  convenience  may  require ;  and 
there  are  many  circumstances  which  strongly  recommend 
them  to  a  preference  over  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
No  one  of  them  can  exercise  a  general  cODtrol  over  all  the 
others,  and  expand  or  contract  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  at  its  pleasure,  to  favor  the  private  speculations  of 
individuate,  or  to  increase  its  own  profits.  And  they  can 
noTer  combine  together  for  political  objecta,  nor  bopie  to 
gain  possession  of  the  Government  and  control  its  opera- 
tions." 

**  The  State  banks  are  now  firmly  interwoven  with  the 
inatitutions  of  our  country,  and  it  would  be  unjust,  and 
contrary  to  the  s|]irit  of  our  institutions,  for  Congress  to 
sustain  a  great  m-»aeyed  power  to  overawe  and  oppress 
Ihem,  and  bring  ruin  upon  multitudes  of  our  citizens. 
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whenever  cupidity  or  ambition  shall  tempt  them  to  exer- 
cise their  power." 

*'  If  it  should  be  urged,  as  an  objection  to  the  State  banks, 
that  they  cannot  afford  a  general  currency,  the  answer  is 
obvious.  If  it  were  deemed  necessary  to  create  a  paper 
currency,  possessing  equal  credit  with  that  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  object  can  as  well  be  ac- 
complished with  the  State  banks  as  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States."  •  •  •  t 

<*  With  these  views,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  State  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as  the  depositories 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 

The  same  committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1834,  report- 
ed a  letter,  dated  April  15th,  1834,  from  Mr.  Taney,  upon 
the  mode  of  selecting  the  deposits  banks,  in  which  be  says : 

"It  will  be  seen,  from  this  statement,  that  it  is  no  part 
of  the  proposed  plan  to  dispense  with  the  State  banks.  It 
is  obviously  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  (if  it  desired  to 
do  so)  to  take  measures  for  that  purpose  without  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution.  And  the  Stales  would  not  and 
ought  not  to  surrender  the  power  of  chartering  banking 
companies.  The  State  banks  are  now  so  numerous,  and 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  our  habits  and  pursuits, 
that  It  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  system  can  ever  be 
entirely  abandoned.  Nor  is  it  desirable  that  it  should  be. 
They  are  often  abused,  like  all  other  human  institutions ; 
yet  their  advantages  are  many,  and  under  proper  regula- 
tions, and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  proposed  for  their 
paper  issues,  they  will  be  found  of  much  public  advantage." 

President  Jackson,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  speaking  of  the  United  States  Bank,  says: 

« Happily  it  is  already  illustrated  that  the  agency  of 
such  an  institution  is  nut  necessary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government.  The  State  banks  are  found  fully  adequate 
to  the  performaAoe  of  all  services  which  were  requited  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  quite  as  promptly,  and 
with  the  same  cheapness.  They  have  maintained  them- 
selves and  dtschargctl  all  these  duties,  while  the  ^ank  of 
the  United  States  was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an 
open  enemy;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that  they 
will  find  greater  difficulties  in  their  operations  when  that 
enemy  shall  cease  to  exist" 

President  Jackson,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Decem- 
ber, 1835,  says: 

*•  We  are  now  to  sec  whether,  in  the  present  favorable 
condition  of  the  country,  we  cannot  take  an  effectual  stand 
against  this  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  practically  prove,  in 
respect  to  the  currency  as  well  as  other  important  interests, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  extensive  a  resort  to  it  as 
that  which  has  been  heretofore  practised.  The  experience 
of  another  year  has  confirmed  the  utter  fallacy  of  the  idea 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessaiy  as  a  fiscal 
agent  for  the  Government.  Without  ita  aid  as  such,  in- 
deed in  despite  of  all  the  embarrassment  it  was  in  its  pow- 
er to  create,  the  revenue  has  been  paid  with  punctuality  by 
our  citizens ;  the  business  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  has  been  conducted  with  convenience ;  and  the 
circulating  medium  has  been  greatly  improved.  By  the 
use  of  the  State  banks,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  moneys  cf 
the  United  States  can  be  collected  and  disbursed  without 
loss  or  inconvenience,  and  that  all  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, in  relation  to  exchange  and  currency,  are  supplied 
as  well  as  they  have  ever  been  before.  If,  under  circumstan- 
ces the  most  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  the  money 
market,  it  has  been  found  that  the  considerations  on  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rested  ita  claims  to  the  pub- 
lic favor  were  imaginary  and  groundless,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  experiense  of  the  future  will  be  more  de- 
cisive against  them.  It  has  been  seen  that,  without  the 
agency  of  a  g^at  moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be 
collected,  and  conveniently  and  safely  applied  to  all  the 
purposes  of  the  public  expenditure.     It  is  also  ascertained 
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that,  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to  promote  the  evils 
of  an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  management  of  the 
revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which  the 
Legislatures  of  several  of  the  States  have  already  com- 
menced in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills;  and 
which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations,  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  to  secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent 
required  for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitu- 
tional medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  political 
engines,  and  not  susceptible  of  dangerous  extension  and 
combination,  the  State  banks  will  not  be  tempted,  nor  will 
they  have  the  power  which  we  have  seen  exercised,  to  di- 
vert the  public  funds  from  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the 
Government.  The  collection  and  custody  of  the  revenue 
being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  creilit  to  them,  will  in- 
crease the  security  which  the  States  provide  for  a  faithful 
execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiplying  the  scrutinies  to 
which  their  operations  and  accounts  will  be  subjected. 
Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest  as  the  obligations  of 
their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  conditions  as 
Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt  respecting  the  depositee  in 
these  institutions,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the 
small  bills,  will  be  cheerfully  complied  with ;  and  we  soon 
shall  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a 
practical  reform  in  the  whole  paper  system  of  the  country. 
If,  by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimately  witness  the  suppres- 
sion of  all  bank  bills  below  twenty  dollars,  it  is  apparent 
that  gold  and  silver  will  take  their  place,  and  become  the 
principal  ciiculating  medium  in  the  common  business  of 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country.  The  attain- 
ment of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by  every 
true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independence.  It  will  lighten 
the  great  tax  which  our  paper  system  has  so  long  collected 
from  the  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  mure  ^o  revive  and  per- 
petuate those  habits  of  economy  and  simplicity  which  are 
so  congenial  to  the  character  of  republicans,  than  all  the 
legislation  which  has  yet  been  attempted." 

Mr.  Woodbury's  report,  of  the  same  date,  tolls  us— 

*<This  Department  takes  pleasure  in  slating  that  the 
public  money  continues  to  bo  collected  and  deposited,  un- 
der the  present  system  of  selected  banks,  with  great  ease 
and  economy  in  all  cases,  and  with  greater  in  some  than  at 
any  former  period.  The  transfers  of  it  to  every  quarter  of 
the  country  where  it  is  needed  for  disbursement^  have  never 
been  effected  with  more  promptitude,  and  have  been  entire- 
ly free  of  expense  to  the  Treasury.  The  payments  to 
creditors,  officers,  and  pensioners,  have  been  punctual  and 
convenient;  and  the  whole  fiscal  operations  through  the 
State  banks  have,  as  yet,  proved  highly  satisfactory.  In- 
cidental to  this,  the  facilities  that  have  been  furnished  to 
the  commercial  community  in  domestic  exchanges  were 
probably  never  greater,  or  at  so  moderate  rates." 

Again,  he  says : 

"  It  will  be  seen  that  the  situation  of  the  selected  banks, 
as  a  whole,  bears  an  enviable  comparison  with  the  rest.  In 
all  cases  deemed  proper,  they  have  given  collateral  securi- 
ty, and  all  are  believed  to  be  entirely  safe,  to  the  extent 
they  have  been  confided  in.  Their  discounts  have  been  in 
general  somewhat  increased,  but,  though  tempted  by  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  tho  times,  not  usually  increased  in  a 
degree  disproportioned  to  all  their  available  means.  1  hey 
have  also,  in  some  cases,  been  able  to  aid,  and  have  liber- 
ally aided,  other  banking  institutions  in  their  neighborhood, 
by  as  large  and  long  balances  and  other  indulgences  as 
would  generally  appear  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  correct 
principles." 

Now,  sir,  "  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  times'*  is  called 
by  the  hard  name  of  **  improvident  speculation" — **  over- 
action  !" 

In  «the  last  annual  message,"  Deceoibcr,  1836,  tha 
Greatest  and  Bestistill  continued  to  say  : 


*'  Experience  continues  to  realise  the  expectations  en- 
tertained as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Stote  banks  to  perform 
the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  Government,  at  tho  tim« 
of  the  removal  of  the  depo-ites.  It  was  alleged  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  that  the  Stale 
banks,  whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  could  not  make  the  transfers  required  by  the 
Government,  or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country.  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  the  United 
States  Bank  and  iu  twenty -five  brilnches,  were  kt  least 
one-tliird  less  than  those  of  the  deposite  banks  for  an  equal 
period  of  time ;  and  if  a  comparison  be  instituted  between 
the  amounu  of  service  rendered  by  these  institutions,  on 
the  broader  basis  which  has  been  utted  by  the  advocates  of 
tho  United  Sutes  Bank,  in  estimating  what  they  consider 
the  domestic  exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be 
still  mure  favorable  to  the  deposite  banks." 

After  instituting  this  comparison,  the  message  proceeds  : 

*<In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites — a  step  unque»tionably  necessary  to  prevent  the 
evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itsell  would  endeavor 
to  creatf^  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  renewal  of  its 
charter.  It  may  be  thus  too,  in  some  degree,  with  the 
further  steps  which  may  be  Uken  to  prevent  the  exceeatve 
issue  of  other  bank  paper,"  dtc 

Sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  quote  further.  I  will  not  quote 
from  Mr.  Woodbury *s  testimony  before  the  investigatin(r 
committee  of  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  GAKLAvn]  was 
chairman.  I  will  not  cite  passages  from  the  valedictory — 
the  miserable  imitation  of  Washington's  farewell  address. 
I  will  not  stop  to  show  a  continuous  recommendation,  in- 
cessant, labored,  from  the  removal  of  the  public  depoaites, 
in  1833,  up  to  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  very  day  when 
this  system  of  deposite  in  the  local  banks  sunk  never  more 
to  rise ;  but  I  only  ask  of  you  and  all  men  to  costrast  what 
I  have  quoted,  to  compare  all  this  with  the  letter  of  the 
immortal,  infallible  ex-President,  during  this  sununer,  de- 
nouncing the  pet  bank  system  as  the  most  base  and  perfid- 
ious, and  with  the  successor's  present  message,  canfeutfins 
that  the  experiment  has  failed  !  And  then  tell  me  whether 
these  men  of  Gotham  are  again  to  be  trusted  in  their  re- 
commendation of  another  experiment !  Did  not  the  failare 
touch  their  very  noses  before  they  discovered  it  1  If  so^ 
they  were — I  will  not  mince  terms — fools !  Did  they  fore- 
see the  failure  1  Where  is  the  warning  they  gave  1  Where 
is  the  measure  they  took  for  safety  ?  If  they  did  foresee 
it,  and,  foreseeing  it,  gave  no  alarm,  took  no  roeeaurea  of 
safety,  they  are — knaves!  They  are,  undoubtedly,  both 
knaves  and  fools ! 

But  the  experiment  has  failed.  Why  1  is  tho  next  ques- 
tion. Sir,  why  should  this  experiment  have  failed  ?  It 
was  wholly  and  solely  in  the  couuol  of  the  Executive.  If 
it  has  failed,  the  Executive  wholly  and  solely  is  to  blame. 
They  can  offer  no  excuse;  they  have  no  pretext  that  their 
favorite  bantling  has  expired  under  the  unkind  nursing  of 
its  enemies.  The  administration  assumed  tho  entire  re- 
sponsibility, took  upon  itself  the  sole  care,  and  wielded  the 
whole  power  of  originating,  maturing,  regulating,  and  car- 
rying out  its  own  experiment.  No  minority  can  be  blamed. 
We  were  in  a  minority,  and  too  weak  even  to  throw  a 
stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  its  success;  all  that  we 
could  do  was  to  predict  its  failure,  and  wofully  has  the  pre- 
diction been  fulfilled  !  The  President  alone  removed  tho 
deposites;  he  placed  them  wherever  he  pleased,  on  bis  own 
terras,  and  under  his  own  rules.  For  more  than  three 
years  did  the  public  money  remain  in  the  custody  end  con- 
trol of  the  Bxecotive  hands,  without  authority  of  or  regula- 
tion by  law.  Congress  was  ae  yielding  and  oMient  that 
it  lef^  its  legitimate  powers  dereli^  to^xecutive  aasum|f- 
tion.     The  President,  without  reslniAt  or  limit,  ordcrctl 
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the  receipts,  Mfe-keepingr>  and  ditbafbementf  of  the  pnblic 
fands  at  will ;  he  took  upon  himself  to  organize  a  confed- 
eration of  local  banks,  obliged  bis  pets  to  raise  the  mini- 
mam  denomination  of  their  notes,  endeavored  to  force  tbem 
to  constitute  among  themselves  a  system  of  internal  ex- 
change, backed  them  with  Government  credit  toaccom- 
iDoclate  trsde,  regulated  their  receipts  of  local  bank  paper; 
he  issued  the  Treasury  cticular  to  remove  the  specie  basis 
of  circulation ;  in  short,  was  master  of  his  own  system. 
MThy  did  it  fail  t 

Sir,  there  is  one  remarksble  fact  in  the  history  of  this 
failare,  which  should  not  escape  our  attention,  and  which 
^ould  be  especially  noted  for  our  warning  and  our  instruc- 
tion. The  deposite  act  was  passed  by  Congress  in  June, 
1936,  and  the  very  first  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
'rreoMury  thereafter  for  the  first  time  gave  notice  of  diflScul- 
tics  in  our  finances.  From  the  removal  in  1833  up  to 
that  time,  the  time  when  Congress  had  again  asserted  its 
power  to  regulate  and  control  the  deposite  and  safe-keep- 
ing^^ of  the  public  money,  the  note  of  the  night  watch  was, 
all  is  well!  the  system  works  well,  eflSciently  and  safely, 
even  more  so  than  did  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Bat  the  moment  that  Congress  again  assumed  its  powers, 
the  note  was  changed,  though  darkly  and  dubiously.  No 
one  would  have  apprehended,  or  did  apprehend,  certain 
passages  of  the  Secretary's  report,  in  December,  1836,  as 
thej  most  be  understood  now.  The  report  9f  Mr.  Wood- 
barjr,  December,  1836,  says: 

"  The  money  in  the  Treasury  has  been  safely  kept  du- 
nng  the  year  1836.  Until  July  last,  as  during  the  two 
previous  years,  it  was  placed  in  the  State  banks,  selected 
M-x  itMng  to  the  discretion  of  this  Department,  on  account 
of  their  high  standing  and  favorable  position  for  fiscal  pur- 
poses, and  regulated  in  a  manner  considered  most  secure 
to  the  Treasury  and  convenient  to  the  community,  as  well 
as  useful  to  all  concerned.  It  is  a  source  of  high  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  add,  that,  while  so  selected  and  employ- 
ed, not  a  single  dollar  was  lost,"  &c.  <*  Nor  is  it  believed 
thii  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country  were  ever 
lo  wr  or  more  regular  than  during  that  period,"  dec.  "But 
■lice  the  pastfage  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  June  23d, 
1836,  <to  regulate  the  depositee  of  the  public  money,'  most 
of  the  discretionary  power  before  exercised  by  this  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  under  previous  laws  and  long  usages, 
has  been  considered  as  no  longer  possessed ;  and  various 
aolidutions  to  use  it,  though  some  of  them  were  in  cases 
of  exueme  hardship,  could  not,  therefore,  be  complied  with. 
Believed  from  great  responsibility,  and  in  many  cases  from 
much  delicacy,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  by  the  passage  of  that 
act,  a  new  system,  in  conformity  with  its  provisions,  and 
in  place  of  the  former  one,  was  at  once  commenced  by  this 
Department,  and  has  since  been  pursued  with  ail  the  strict- 
ness and  regularity  which  the  nature  of  business,  soexten- 
aive  and  eompticated,  would  permit,"  dec. 

H-»w  did  the  law  create  any  embarrassment  to  the  Sec- 
t^taiy  ?  There  was  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
grcas ;  the  Senate  bad  been  prostrated  by  the  expunging 
Wow,  to  make  it  pliant  to  the  wishes  of  the  Executive  in 
the  fmming  of  this  law  as  well  as  others ;  and  the  law  of 
Jane,  1836,  did  no  more  than  sanction  the  then  existing 
■tate  of  finance,  except  to  deposite  the  surplus  with  the 
States.  Sir,  the  complaint,  in  plain  English,  was,  that 
Congreas  was  an  incubus  upon  the  Executive  will.  More- 
over, an  excuse  was  wanting  for  foreseen  disasters ;  here 
ia  proof,  plain  and  positive,  that  the  Secretary  knew  that 
the  depoeltes  were  not  to  be  safely  kept  for  the  year  1837 ! 
The  law  should  not  be  the  scape-goat.  The  SecreUry  was 
pot  under  the  law,  but  the  law  put  every  thing  under  him. 
The  administration  carried  out  its  experiment  in  its  own 
way,  had  all  the  precautionary  means  of  safety,  and  every 
opportunity  of  foreseeing  embarrassments  in  its  own  pow- 
er, and  yet  the  pet  l>anks  were  the  first  to  suspend  specie 


payments!  The  first  bank  selected  after  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  June,  1836,  was  the  first  to  fail,  with  more  than 
a  million  of  Government  depositee  on  hand — the  Agricul- 
tural Bsnk  of  Mississippi  protested  a  Government  draft  of 
^130,000.  The  second  was  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mis- 
sissippi :  the  third  was  a  Government  bank  in  New  York  : 
the  fourth  aUo.  In  Philadelphia,  the  pete  were  the  first  to 
fail,  and  they  were  the  first  also  in  Virginia.  The  States 
favorable  to  the  administration  were  the  first  and  only 
States  to  legalize  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
to  sanction  by  law  an  irredeemable  paper  currency.  Ala- 
bama was  the  first  State,  and  New  York,  Connecticut, 
Virginia,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi,  followed  suit. 
Such,  sir,  was  the  end  of  <*the  better  curq|hcy,"  the 
swarm  of  yellow  jackets,  the  flow  of  humbug  metallic  cur- 
rency, in  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  in  the  in- 
ability of  the  Government  to  pay  its  just  debts,  in  less  than 
four  years  from  the  day  the  experiment  began  I 

[Here  Mr.  Claibobne,  of  Mississippi,  interposed  with 
these  remarks : 

Mr.  C.  said,  v^th  the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  would  set  him  right  as  to  an  error  into  which 
he  had  no  doubt  been  led  by  the  current  reports  and  news- 

Eipers  of  the  day.  No  stay  laws  had  been  passed  by  the 
egislature  of  Mississippi,  nor  had  that  body,  by  any  act, 
sanctioned  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
The  Legislature  was  in  special  session  when  the  suspension 
took  place,  but,  as  far  as  Mr.  C.  was  informed,  it  express- 
ed no  opinion  en  the  subject.  Great  distress  and  embar- 
rassment prevailed  in  Mississippi ;  at  that  period,  particu- 
larly, when  the  first  fh<)ck  was  felt,  property  suddenly 
depreciated  to  less  than  half  the  value  at  which  it  had  been 
quoted  ;  but  this  distress  and  depreciation  had  been  greatly 
exaggerated  abroad,  and  every  press  at  the  North  seemed 
to  take  it  for  granted  that  relief  laws  would-be  passed.  No 
such  proposition  was  made  in  the  Legislature ;  the  public 
mind  revolted  from  the  idea ;  men  whose  property  was  un- 
der execution,  whose  horses  wene  levied  on  in  the  plough, 
and  whose  negroes  were  absolutely  starving,  were  the  first 
to  insist  on  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and  the  inviolability 
of  contracts.  This  was  emphatically  the  case  in  the  sec- 
tion of  country  from  which  he  came.  The  prospects  in 
Mississippi  were  now  brightening.  Some  of  our  hanks 
were  adopting  the  most  liberal  and  judicious  measures  to 
relieve  the  people  and  sustain  themselves.  The  growing 
crop  is  very  heavy,  and  will  almost  extinguish  our  foreign 
debt.  An  abundance  of  provisions  for  domestic  consump- 
tion had  been  raised ;  and  our  creditors  every  where  may 
be  assured  that  their  dues  will  be  paid  to  the  last  dollar. 
We  beg  not  for  indulgence,  but  it  is  to  their  interest  to 
grant  it  to  us.  1 

Sir,  as  to  ivfississippi,  I  derived  my  information  from  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  It  may  be  wrong;  I  hope  it  ia 
so ;  but,  if  wrong,  it  aflfects  not  the  general  ctmcfusion 
from  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  independent  of  the  course  of 
M'ssissippi.  The  question  still  remains  to  be  answered 
by  the  administration,  why  has  the  experiment  failed  in  its 
hands  1 

This  question,  sir,  brings  as  to  the  causes  assigned  by 
the  President,  l^he  message  says :  **  The  operations  of 
credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the  influences  which  affect 
them  so  numerous,  and  often  so  subtle,  thot  even  impar- 
tial and  well-informed  persons  are  seldom  found  to  agree 
in  respect  to  them."  And  yet,  sir,  though  this  subject 
of  credit  and  the  causes  which  affect  it  are  so  delicate  and 
subtle,  though  a  measure  touching  trade,  end  finance,  and 
currency,  and  the  main  support  of  all,  credit  tends  nobody 
knows  where,  or  to  what ;  and  though  every  safe  and  saga- 
cious statesman  will  ever  be  ruled  and  guided  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  light  of  experience,  and  the  history  of  what  has 
been  tried  in  the  past,  the  late  and  the  present  Executive 
have  laid  upon  credit,  finance,  and  currency^  the  rudest 
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hands  of  barbarism  itself— have  knocked  down  every  fly- 
wheel and  regulator  of  either — have  destroyed  all  the  bal- 
ances of  trade,  and  have  set  the  machine  in  motion  at  an 
unprecedented  rato  of  velocity  towards  self-destruction — 
just  to  try  experiments !  If  this  subject  be  so  delicate,  why 
has  it  been  so  harshly  tampered  with  by  experimenters? 
The  message  continues : 

<*  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those  who  disapproved 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
would  fail  to  attribute  to  that  policy  any  extensive  embar- 
rassment in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  The  mat^ 
tcr  thus  became  connected  with  the  passions  and  conflicts 
of  party,  dec.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection  that 
circumstaiyes  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a  community 
so  intelligent  as  ours,  from  ultimately  arriving  at  correct 
conclusions." 

No,  sir,  party  itself,  with  all  its  blindness  of  partiality 
and  prejudice  and  passion,  cannot  so  dupe  any  as  to  make 
them  diflfer  about  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  this  experi- 
ment. I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  diflference  of  opin- 
ion among  all  men  of  this  country  on  this  subject.  The 
President  may,  with  much  policy,  assume  this  difference 
to  exist,  but  it  is  unnatural  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  **  impartial  and  well-informed"  can  doubt  or  differ,  or 
that  the  ignorant  and  the  bribed  themselves  do  not  distrust 
the  resl  causes.  No  flattery  of  its  intelligence  can  now 
cajole  the  community  into  the  theory  or  belief  of  other 
cause  than  one,  and  that  one  cause,  in  one  word,  is — mis- 
government  or  mal-administration !  The  primary  cause 
of  all  this  mischief,  the  message  tells  us,  is — overaction  ! 
What  is  that  ?  The  message  says,  Ist.  Increase  of  bank 
capital,  circulation,  loans,  and  discounts.  2d.  Foreign 
loans  and  debts.  3d  Domestic  debts.  4th.  Speculations 
in  public  lands,  dec.  5th.  Expenditures  in  improvident 
improvements.  6th.  The  diversion  of  labor  from  agricul- 
ture. 7th.  Luxurious  habits  of  the  people.  The  message 
says: 

<<  However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  heretofore 
have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief  instrumental- 
ity in  producing  the  present  state  of  things,  the  develop- 
ments subsequently  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of  other 
commercial  countries,  must  dispel  all  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject." 

Now,  sir,  I  affirm  that  there  are  no  *<  impartial  and  well- 
informed  persons"  who  are  unwilling  **to  assign  to  those 
very  causes  the  chief  instrumentality  in  producing  the " 
evils  of  the  present  times.  These  are  the  causes,  say  I, 
say  all.  l^hese,  united  with  other,  and  impelled  by  other 
causes,  have  produced  the  mischief.  The  President  admits 
that  this  overaction  derived  its  first  hnpolses  from  antece- 
dent causes.  What  were  these  antecedent  causes  1  Here 
be  leaves  us  in  the  dark.  Sir,  I  will  tell  you.  These 
antecedent  causes  were  the  acts  of  the  Government.  '*  Sol- 
itary and  alone,"  <*the  Government,"  amidst  the  warnings 
of  the  wise,  and  the  cheers  of  the  wicked,  who  batten  on 
the  spoils,  *<put  all  these  balls  in  motion !"  How  did  the 
Government  impel  these  causes  \  Sir,  a  virtue  ascribed  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  its  worst  enemies  was  its 
salutary  influence  in  checking  the  increase  of  bank  capital, 
and  the  constant  tendency  of  local  banks  to  over-issue.  In 
the  year  1833  the  war  was  openly  commenced  and  declared 
against  that  institution.  It  was  as  certain  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  President  as  Carthage  by  Rome.  It  was  counted 
already  as  dead,  as  soon  as  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  justified  by  Congress.  As  long  as  it  existed,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  more  banking  capital ;  it  supplied  the  wants 
of  trade  amply,  and  did  the  business  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  people  efliciently.  What  was  the  consequence 
of  its  defeat  1  Sir,  listen  to  what  the  President  himself 
says  on  that  subject : 

*<  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1834,  the  banking 
capital  of  the  United  States,  including  that  of  the  nationiU 


bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hundred  millions ; 
the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation  to  about  ninty-five  mil- 
lions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounU  of  the  banks  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four  millions.  Between  that  time  and 
the  1  St  of  January,'  1836,  our  banking  capital  was  increased 
to  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions ;  our  paper 
circulation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions, 
and  the  loans  and  discounU  to  more  than  four  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  millions." 

Thus  was  the  banking  capital,  in  two  years,  increased 
more  than  fifty -one  millions,  paper  circulation  more  than 
forty  five  millions,  loans  and  discounts  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  millions ! — according  to  thePresident'e 
statement  of  the  effect  of  destroying  the  only  safety-valve 
we  had  to  secure  us  from  this  fearful  overaciion.  Thie 
summary  of  the  President  doe^  not  vary  essentially  from 
others  which  I  have  seen.  In  the  National  Gazette  of  April 
8th,  1837,  you  will  find  the  2d  number  of  the  essays  under 
the  signature  of  An  Examiner :  numbers  which  1  fail  not 
to  quote,  because  they  are  truly  able  and  philosophical  com- 
mentaries upon  the  political  economy  of  the  times.  There 
it  is  sUted  that  General  Jackson's  war  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  his  removal  of  the  depositee,  had, 
in  the  seven  years  which  elapsed  between  the  IsU  f  Janu- 
ary, 1830,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  produced  the 
following  results: 

1st.  An  augmentation  in  the  number  of  banks  from  320 
to  677 — an  increase  of  357,  besides  146  branches. 

2d.  An  augmentation  in  banking  capital  of  the  United 
States  from  $145,192,268  to  $324, 240, 292~aQ  increase 
of  $179,000,000. 

3d.  An  expansion  in  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  from 
$61,323,898  to  $185,762,506— an  increase  of  paper  money 
of  upwards  of  $124,000,000. 

4th.  An  augmentation'  of  amount  of  depositee,  public 
and  private,  from  $55,559,928  to  $154,541,894— an  in- 
crease of  near  $91,000,000 

5th.  An  extension  of  the  amount  of  bank  loans  and  dis- 
counto  from  $200,451,214  to  $590,892,661— an  increase 
of  upwards  ol  $390,000,000  ;  asum  only  $12,000,000  le« 
than  the  aggregate  of  the  increased  capitals,  circulation  and 
deposites. 

To  test  the  question,  whether  the  Bank  of  the  Un|te<l 
States  tended  to  prevent  an  increase  of  banking  captui, 
you  have  only  to  compare  the  increase  of  banking  capital 
in  the  periods  when  the  bank  did  not  exist  with  the  periods 
during'which  it  did  ezist. 

'*  The  aggregate  capital  of  the  banks  in  the  UidtedSutea 
was — 

In  1811,        -  -  -  .     $62,600,000 

1816,        .  -  -  -       82,200,000 

1816,        -  -  -  -       89,800,000 

1820,  ....  102,100,000 
1830,  ....  110,000,000 
1836,  ....  196,250,000 
1836,  (to  the  month  of  August,)  -    291,250,000 

<<Thus,  in  ten  years,  from  1820  to  1 830,  the  increase  of 
bank  capital  in  the  United  Sutes  was  only  eight  milliona 
of  dollars ;  whereas,  in  the  six  following  years — no,  not  six, 
but  only  five  and  a  half— the  increase  amounted  to  the 
prodigious  sum  of  one  hundred  snd  eighty-one  millions!" 

Sir,  this  very  increase  of  banking  capitsl,  issues,  loans, 
and  discounts,  of  which  the  President  now  complains  so 
much,  was  caused  by  *(the  Government" — the  Executive 
itself— in  warring  upon  and  destroying  the  United  Sutes 
Bank ;  and  was  encouraged  by  the  Executive  in  stimula- 
ting the  local  banks  with  the  public  deposites.  Ii  was  a 
part  of  the  experiment  itself  lo  increase  the  local  bank  cap- 
ital in  order  to  supply  the  vacuum  produced  by  the  fall  of 
the  United  Slates  Bank.  As  soon  as  that  institution  ex- 
pired, competition  in  banking  at  once  commenced.  The 
question  among  the  States  wa«»  who  ahall  now  faroish 
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(be  circQlftting  medium  1  And  the  question  among  the 
banks  was^  who  shall  acquire  the  Ciovernment  patronage  1 
It  had  been  urged  yebemently,  by  the  friends  of  the  Uni- 
tal  States  Bank,  that  if  the  Government  destroyed  that  in- 
stitation  it  would  destroy  the  circulating  medium,  currency, 
ai  d  eicbange.  Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Government 
lo  meet  and  anawer  that  objection,  by  stimulating  its  pet 
banks  with  Government  credit  to  perform  all  the  functions 
«nd  offices,  commercial  and  financial,  of  the  United  Stales 
Bank.  In  proof  of  this,  sir,  I  adduce  the  numerous  and 
various  circulars  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  from 
1833  up  to  the  moment  when  the  bubble  barsted  in  the 
spring  of  1837.  [Here  Mr.  Wise  read  the  two  circulars — 
of  July  7tb,  1834,  and  of  February  22d,  1836.] 

Tbe  deposile  banks  were  expressly  told  that  while  they 
had  the  "use,  withont  interest,  of  unusually  large  sums 
of  the  public  money,  they  should  make  some  further  tem- 
porary sacrifices  to  obtain  and  circulate  gold,  and  in  other 
seapects  to  enlarge  the  specie  basis  of  our  eirculating  me- 
diam  ;*'  and  all  this  was  with  the  view  of  the  Department 
lo  improve  the  currency  !  The  banks  were  appealed  to  to 
establish  a  credit,  mutual,  if  they  chose,  to  redeem  and  re- 
iasae  a  certain  amount  of  each  other's  bills,  as  they  might 
be  needed  for  circulation  in  travelling  and  the  transmis- 
•ioa  of  funds  at  a  distance.  They  were  regularly  notified, 
through  their  agent,  Whitney,  how  long  Government  de- 
posiles  might  remain  in  their  vaults  for  them  to  trade, 
issue,  loan,  and  discount  upon.  Sir,  I  adduce,  as  further 
and  conclusive  evidence,  this  message  itself.  (See  page  11.) 

■<  The  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the 
money  deposited  with  them,  has  received  the  sanction  of 
tbe  Government  from  the  commencement  of  this  connex- 
ion. The  money  received  Irom  the  people,  instead  of  be- 
ing kept  till  it  is  needed  for  their  use,  is,  in  consequence 
of  this  authority,  a  fund  on  which  discounts  are  made  for 
tbe  profit  of  those  who  happen  to  be  owners  of  stock  in  tbe 
banks  selected  as  depositories.  Tbe  supposed,  and  often 
exaggerated  advantages  of  such  a  boon  will  always  cause 
it  to  be  sought  for  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  con- 
sider on  whom  the  patronsga  incident  to  it  is  to  be  confer- 
red ;  whether  tbe  selection  and  control  be  trusted  to  Con- 
gress or  to  the  Executive,  either  will  be  subjected  to  ap- 
peals made  in  every  form  which  ttie  sagacity  of  interest 
can  suggest.  The  banks,  under  such  a  system,  are  stim- 
olatcd  to  make  the  roost  of  their  fortunate  acquisition ;  the 
deposiiea  are  treated  as  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and 
circoiatioiiB  are  raslily  augmented  ;  and,  when  tbe  public 
exigencies  require  a  return,  it  is  attended  with  eiiibarrass- 
menu  not  provided  for  nor  foreseen.  Thus,  hanks  that 
ibooght  themselves  most  fortunate  when  tbe  public  funds 
were  reoetvsd,  find  themselves  most  embairaesed  when  the 
reason  of  payment  suddenly  arrives. 

"  Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  not 
limited  to  tbe  banks.  It  stintulates  a  general  rahhness  of 
enterprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of  commerce 
and  the  currency.  This  result  was  strikingly  exhibited 
during  tbe  operHtions  of  the  late  deposite  sysiem,  and  es- 
pecially in  tbe  purchases  of  public  lands.  The  order  which 
oliimately  directed  tbe  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such 
parebases,  greatly  checked,  but  could  not  altogether  pre- 
vent, tbe  evil.  Specie  was,  indeed,  more  difficult  to  be 
procoreil  than  the  notea  which  the  bankx  could  themselves 
create  at  pleasure ;  but  still,  being  obtained  from  them  as  a 
loiaa,  and  returned  as  a  deposite,  which  they  were  again 
ms.  liberty  to  use,  it  only  passed  round  the  circle  with  di- 
xninisbeil  speed.  This  operation  could  not  havt-  been  per- 
formed,, had  the  funds  of  the  Gnveriunent  gone  inU>  the 
Xneasury  to  be  regularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks  to 
b0  loaned  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  were  permit- 
led  to  substitute  for  it  a  credit  in  account.'' 

In  page  12  he  further  gOAs  on  to  say  : 
"Since,  th«iaforCy  experience  has  shown  that  to  lend 


the  public  money  to  the  local  banks  is  hazardous  to  the 
operations  of  the  Government,  at  least  of  doubtful  benefit 
to  the  institutions  themselves,  and  productive  of  disastrous 
derangement  in  tbe  business  and  currency  of  the  country, 
is  it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  renew  the  connexion  V 

Sir,  who  gave  the  use  of  the  public  money  to  the  local 
banks,  for  their  own  benefit  1  Who  made  the  money  re- 
ceived from  the  people  a  fund  on  which  discounts  were 
made  for  the  promts  of  those  who  happened  to  be  owners 
of  stock  in  the  banks  selected  as  depositories?  Who 
caused  this  boon  to  be  sought  for  with  avidity  ?  Who 
stimulated  the  hanka  to  make  the  most  of  their  fortunate 
acquisition  1  Who  encouraged  them  to  treat  the  depositee 
as  an  increase  of  capital  ?  Who  caused  loans  and  circu- 
lation to  be  rashly  augmented  ?  Sir,  the  message  itself 
answers — <<the  Government,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  connexion  !"  He  needed  not  to  stop  to  consider  on 
whom  the  patronage  was  conferred ;  the  Government  sanc- 
tion was  given  to  all  this  monstrous  abuse  of  public  trust, 
for  reasons  best  known  to  him  who  now  sits  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair, — reasons  which  be  will  never  mention,  if 
nobody  else  does !  How  profligate  though,  and  insolent* 
must  that  man  be,  who  first  stimulates  another  to  the 
height  of  intoxication  and  madness,  for  purposes  of  base 
profit,  and  then  turns  upon  his  victim  and  tool,  and  de^ 
rides  and  denounces  him  to  the  world  ! !  Such  is  the  con- 
duct of  « the  Government" — the  Ex  and  the  In-President 
of  the  United  States,  towards  the  deposite  banks !  The 
increase  of  circulation,  loans,  and  discounts  was  rather  an 
effect  than  a  cause.  Money  was  made  plenty  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  Money  plenty — there  was  a  do- 
mestic demand  for  credit,  which  caused  domestic  debt; 
and  tho  same  cause  produced  our  foreign  debt,  and  large 
importations— our  speculations  in  public  lands,  and  in 
every  species  of  property.  Tho  Government  officers  es- 
pecially were  interested  and  engaged,  deeply  and  frauds 
uffntly,'  in  tbese  very  land  speculations ;  and  the  improvi- 
dent extravagance  of  the  Government,  in  appropriating 
immense  sums  to  public  works,  drew  off  more  labor  from 
agriculture  than  all  the  private  speculations  of  the  nstion 
could  have  done.  The  whole  system  tended  snd  operated 
to  hallucinate  the  public  mind,  and  to  corrupt  the  public 
morals.  Cruel,  indeed,  is  it,  no  less  to  the  people  than 
to  the  pet  banks,  to  blame  them  with  effects  proceeding 
directly  from  tbe  mal-admlnisiration  of  the  Government. 
In  no  other  point  of  view  are  they  to  be  blamed  for  their 
participation  in  the  wrong  than  for  having  trusted  their 
great  interests  and  their  liberties  to  such  abandoned  and 
insolent  rulers !  The  system  of  the  (government  was  not 
limited  to  the  banks ;  it  did  stimulate  "a  general  rashness 
of  enterprise,  and  aggravated  the  fluctuations  of  commerce 
and  currency." 

But  the  President  takes  comfort  in  his  misfortunes  from 
companionship  in  grief— from  alleged  distresses  in  other 
countries.     He  says : 

*<  It  has  since  appeared  that  evils,  similar  to  those  suf- 
fered by  ourselves,  have  been  experienced  in  Great  Briuin, 
on  tbe  continent,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  commercial 
world ;  and  that  in  other  countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own, 
they  hfive  been  uniformly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlarge- 
ment of  the  boundaries  ot  trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by 
unprecedented  expansions  of  the  systems  of  credit." 

Now,  sir,  we  happen  to  have  an  authority  upon  this 
point,  which  does  most  conclusively  show  the  fallacy  of 
this  position  assumed  by  the  sdministration ;  an  authority, 
too,  which  beautifully  illustrates  the  value  and  importance 
of  a  nation  si  bank  in  limes  of  commercial  and  financial 
embarrassment  and  distress.  Sir,  I  call  the  atienliou  Of 
the  committee  lo  a  **  statement  rendered  in  the  name  of  the 
Council  General  of  the  Bank  of  France,  by  the  Count 
D*Argout,  Governor,"  to  a  •♦general  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, on  the  2Cth  of  January,  1837."     (See  "The  Ti- 
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nancial  Register  of  the  United  Sutes,"  September  13th, 
1837,  No.  6,  vol.  I.) 

In  thi^  important  document  we  find  a  full  and  aatisfac- 
tory  answer  to  this  part  of  the  message,  contradicting  it 
expressly,  and  showing  where  the  commercial  crisis  and 
pressure  commenced.     The  statement  says  : 

**  The  consolidation  of  public  order  has  favored  the  ex- 
tension 6f  commerce,  and  has  augmented  the  revenues  of 
the  State.  Commerce  hss  demanded  of  the  bank  the  most 
ample  means  of  credit;  the  increasing  wealth  of  the  Treas- 
tiry  has  rendered  the  assistance  of  the  bank  less  necessary 
and  less  useful  to  it.  Far  from  regretting  the  diminution 
of  our  relations  with  it,  we  ought  to  congratulate  oursplves; 
we  therein  find  a  certain  proof  of  the  pros|)erity  of  the 
country.  We  are  happily  very  far  from  those  critical  pe- 
riods, during  which  the  bank  had  at  the  same  time  to  assist 
commerce  and  to  aid  the  Treasury.  If  at  the  latest  of 
these  epochs  the  bank  was  enabled  to  furnish,  in  a  single 
year,  617  millions  to  commerce,  and  853  to  the  Treasury, 
she  feels  honored  by  the  recollection  of  it ;  but  she  felici- 
tates herself  at  not  being  at  this  day  called  upon  to  employ 
her  resources  otherwise  than  in  seconding  the  progress  of 
commerce,  or  in  protecting  it  against  a  return  of  those  dis- 
tressing vicissitudes  which  occasionally  happen. 

<<  It  is  to  this  last  result  that  she  has  just  devoted  all  her 
efforts.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  1836,  the  se- 
curity of  commerce  appeared  shaken,  confidence  was  for  a 
moment  weakened.  From  the  month  of  July,  some  symp* 
toms  of  a  partial  distress  had  begun  to  manifest  themselves. 
The  march  of  our  manufactures  had  been  so  rapid,  that 
there  coulJ  not  have  failed  to  arrive  a  period  of  reaction. 
Some  ezportations  of  coin,  the  importance  of  which  was 
exaggerated,  and  which  are  now  insensibly  reduced,  exci- 
ted a  certain  degree  of  anxiety,  when  a  crisis  rather  severe 
overtook  the  United  States.  The  scarcity  of  specie  raised 
the  interest  of  money  there  to  an  exorbitant  rate.  It  was 
at  London  that  the  reaction  of  this  cnsis  was  first  felt.  'J^e 
Bank  of  England,  notwithstanding  the  power  of  her  means 
of  action  and  her  well-known  skill,  found  herself  obliged 
to  raise  the  rate  of  discount  from  4  to  4 J  per  cent,  and 
subsequently  to  6.  The  Bank  of  Amsterdam  imitated  this 
example.  France  could  not  withdraw  herself  entirely  from 
the  influence  of  these  events,  for  the  commerre  of  the 
whole  world  is  more  or  les^  rei«ponsiblo  for  all  iu  parts. 

**  Although  this  commercial  reaction  only  reached  us 
second-hand,  and  consequently  enfeebled,  it  could  n^t  fail 
to  develop  the  seeds  of  emban-assment  which  I  have  just 
now  alluded  to.  Thus,  in  many  towns  of  the  kingdom, 
the  interest  of  money  rose  to  5  and  5},  and  even  for  a  mo- 
ment to  6  per  cent.  Money  became  scarce ;  demands  for 
■Sjiecie  were  addressed  to  Paris  from  different  points  of 
France,  and  from  neighboring  countries.  The  coflTers  of 
the  bank  could  alone  furnish  it.  She  had  then  to  admin- 
ister simultaneously  to  the  wants  of  the  capital  and  to  those 
of  the  departments,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  adjoining 
States.  If  the  bank  had  shown  the  least  hesitation,  fears 
would  probably  have  become  general.  The  public  funds, 
which  had  already  declined,  would  perhaps  have  expe- 
rienced a  much  heavier  depression ;  this  momentary  pres- 
sure might  have  been  converted  into  a  real  crisis. 

<«  The  bank,  in  this  situation,  restricted  neither  the 
length  of  time  which  paper  had  to  rnn,  nor  diminished  the 
amount  of  her  discounts.  She  delivered  up  to  the  circula- 
tion 108  millions  of  specie,  and  discounted  450  millions  in 
six  months.  She  maintained  ut  4  per  cent,  the  rare  of  her 
interest,  when  this  limit  had  been  exceeded  by  a  great  part 
of  Europe.  It  is  thus  that  she  was  able  to  arrest  or  to 
check  a  movement  which  seemed  to  be  assuming  a  serious 
aspect. 

«  But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this,  she  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  extraordinary  precaution.  The  specie  on 
band  decreased  rapidly ;  it  was  necessary  to  replace  this 


reduction.  The  bank  purchased  eight  millions  of  gold  at 
Paris;  she  drew  from  abroad  10,800,000  franca  in  aiWer 
bullion.  The  premium  expentled  in  procuring  the  gold 
will  sooner  or  later  be  made  up.  The  operation  on  the 
bullion  occasioned  a  loss  of  105,000  francs.  This  loss  has 
in  some  measure  been  recompensed  by  more  abundant  dis- 
counts; but,  even  had  it  been  impossible  to  obtain  any 
compensation,  this  consideration  would  not  have  prevented 
the  Council  from  taking  that  course ;  it  would  equally  have 
adopted  it  without  hesitation,  inasmuch  as  it  was  imperi- 
ously called  for  by  the  interests  of  commerce ;  a  fact  which 
it  now  frankly  declares  to  you  through  my  instrumentality. 

"The  interests  of  commerce,  gentlemen,  are  therefore 
intimately  allied  to  yours.  The  aggregate  of  the  dividends 
of  1836  have  given  you  a  proof  of  it  You  reccirwl  in 
1834  but  80  francs,  and  in  1835,  98 ;  the  year  1836  gives 
you  1 18  francs.  This  is  the  highest  annual  ilividend  that 
has  been  declared  since  the  creation  of  the  bank." 

So  much  for  the  pressure  in  Britain  and  on  thecontinent 
of  Europe.  Indeed,  sir,  I  believe  the  fact  was,  though  I 
am  not  confident  in  stating  it  to  be  so,  that  cotton  actually 
fell  in  New  Orlenns  before  advices  were  received  of  a  fall 
in  Liverpool !  This  is  an  unexampled  ftict,  if  it  were  so, 
that  produce  should  fall  at  the  place  of  exportation  before 
it  was  known  that  prices  had  diminished  at  the  market  of 
sale !  The  fact  might  well  be  so,  owing  to  the  failures  of 
our  own  merchants,  and  the  total  want  of  exchanges  at 
home.  I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  accurate  information 
as  to  this  fact.  I  have  only  the  information,  however,  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Raguet's  communication  in  the  National 
Gazette  of  the  14th  of  September  last,  under  the  signiiture 
of  '« An  Examiner;"  and  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman of  Philadelphia  to  a  friend  assures  roe  that  «•  the 
heavy  failures  in  New  Orleans  [Herman,  Brigge,  ^  Co., 
&c.]  took  place  about  the  end  of  February,  or  the  1st  or 
2d  of  March.  This  was  shortly  before  the  bad  iiewa  was 
received  from  Liverpool." 

But,  sir,  there  were  other  causes  of  this  catastrophe, 
proceeding  from  the  action  of  the  Government,  besides  the 
increase  of  banking  capital,  circulation,  loans  and  discounts, 
besides  foreign  and  domestic  debts,  and  the  other  causes 
enumerated  in  the  message.  Besides  the  importation  of 
some  ten  millions  of  silver  dollars  from  abroad,  which  com- 
menced with  the  removal  of  the  depositcs  in  October,  1833, 
and  continued  until  July,  1834,  and  "which  would  not 
have  been  imported  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,"  and 
which,  in  part,  increased  the  issues,  loans,  and  diacounta 
of  banks,  and  the  debts  consequently  of  individuals,  I  pro- 
ceed to  enumerate  the  «*  gold  bill"  as  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent acts  of  "the  Government"  which  caused  prewute 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  I  voted  for  that  bill,  end  there- 
fore owe  an  apology  for  my  vote.  The  best  apology  1  can 
make  Is  the  only  one  which  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion can  make  for  it — I  ask  forgiveness,  for  I  knew  not  what 
I  did  I  The  party  and  the  President  were  bent  on  the  glory 
of  gold  ;  !o  increase  its  amount  in  the  country  was  «« a  part 
of  the  system."  1  could  not,  at  the  time,  see  how  the  ex- 
change in  part  of  a  silver  for  a  gold  basis  would  injure  os» 
though  I  confess  1  did  not  understand  how  it  was  to  bene- 
fit the  country,  and  I  was  anxious  that  the  adminiatratioa 
should  have  no  excuse  left  for  the  failure  of  the  experiment 
if  it  should  fail,  as  it  has.  It  is  singular  enough  that  more 
than  one  means  which  were  selected  to  make  the  experi- 
ment succesisful  and  permanently  efficient,  have  contril>oted 
most  signally  to  its  failure.  So  did  the  gold  hill.  'I'he 
manner  in  which  it  has  done  so  is  clearly  demonstrated  in 
the  2d  No.  of  ••  An  Examiner."  (See  National. Gazette 
of  Aprils,  1837.) 

** Suffice  it  to  say,  that  a  more  unfortunate  measore  for 
the  country  could  scarcely  have  been  devised,  as  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  make  apparent. 

<'By  the  mint  regulations  of  1701,  the  relative   ^mlue 
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between  pure  gold  and  pore  siWer  was  assumed  to  be  1  to 
15 ;  that  in,  one  ounce  of  pure  gold  was  assumed  to  be  the 
equivalent  of  fiAeen  ounces  of  pure  silver,  and  according 
to  this  proportion  were  the  gold  eagles  and  silver  dollars, 
and  their  fractions  regulated.  For  some  years  our  cur- 
rency was  composed  partly  of  gold  and  partly  of  silver ; 
bat  it  so  happened  tbat,  prior  to  the  year  1818,  the  relative 
value  of  these  two  metals  had  undergone,  a  change  in  the 
general  market  of  Europe,  so  that  one  ounce  of  gold  could 
readily  be  exchanged  for  more  than  fifleen  ounces  of  silver. 
The  consequence  of  this  was,  that  whenever  coin  was  re- 
quired to  be  exported  to  Europe,  gold  was  sent  in  prefer- 
ence to  silver ;  and  this  exportation  continuing  until  the 
year  1822,  scarcely  a  gold  coin  was,  at  that  peFiod,  left  in 
circoletioB.  Even  the  gold  which  was  subsequently  pro- 
duced in  the  Southern  States  went  abroad  in  search  of  its 
tquivalent 

«  By  this  disappearance  of  gold,  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  became  virtually  a  currency  of  silver.  Silver 
dollars  and  their  fractional  parts  were  the  coins  universally 
employed.  As  the  basis  of  a  banking  system,  they  had 
sll  the  value  of  gold ;  and,  if  their  portability  was  not  as 
great,  they  were  far  more  convenient  than  gold  to  the  great 
maae  of  the  people  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life. 
Bat  this  was  not  all.  The  currency  of  the  United  States 
was  placed  in  a  state  of  independence  as  regards  the  cur- 
rency of  Great  Britein,  which  was  of  gold;  so  that  each 
couotry,  in  the  management  of  iu  banking  system,  bad 
only  to  look  to  iuelf.  An  expansion  or  contraction  of  the 
paper  carreocy  of  either  country  had  but  a  trifling  influence 
upon  the  currency  «)f  the  other,  and  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  neither  was  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  other. 

"  One  remarkable  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  position  is 
to  be  found  in  the  well-known  fact  that  the  great  panic  and 
prea^uro  for  money  which,  in  the  year  1835,  brought  the 
Bank  of  England  to  the  verge  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
and  absolutely  compelled  eighty  private  banks  to  suspend, 
was  not  felt  in  the  United  States  as  a  general  pressure  for 
money,  aithongh  many  commercial  disasters  resulted  from 
a  fail  in  the  price  of  cotton,  in  which  article  heavy  specu- 
lations had  been  entered  into.  Another  proof  is  to  be 
Iband  Id  the  condition  of  Great  Britain  during  the  period 
of  General  Jackson's  panic  above  referred  to.  Whilst  we 
drew  from  her  neai*  four  millions  of  silver  dollars  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  it  produced  no  pressure  for  money  in  the 
London  market  The  writer  remembers  noticing  that  fact 
at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  he  is  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  saslain  it  by  evidence  which  will  not  be  disputed. 
Jo  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  has 
been  heretofore  assumed  as  authority  for  most  of  bis  calcu- 
lationsy  there  is  a  table  giving  <  the  aggregate  amount  of 
notes  ctrculsted  in  England  and  Wales^  by  the  Bank  of 
Etiglaod,  by  private  banks,  and  by  joint-stock  banks  and 
their  branches,'  at  the  following  dates : 
Becember  28,  1833,  when  the  amount  was  £37»62l,104 
March        39,  1834,  do  do  28,735,827 

June  36,  1834,  do  do  29,307,682 

'*  The  Importations  of  dollars  from  England  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  commenced  in  November,  1883,  one  month  afler 
the  removal  ofthe  depositee,  and  continued  until  July,  1834, 
when  the  news  of  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill  reached  that 
country  ;  and  yet  we  find  that,  between  the  28lh  of  De- 
cember, 1833,  and  the  28th  of  June,  1834,  the  currency 
of  England,  so  far  from  having  been  contracted  in  conse- 
quence of  that  importation,  was  positively  increased  more 
than  seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  estimating  the 
pound  sterling  at  $4  80.  This  arose  from  the  circum* 
stance  that  silver  dollars  were,  in  England,  meie  articles 
of  merchandise ;  and  the  alutraction  of  a  few  nillions  of 
them  could  produce  no  more  effect  upon  the  eerrency  of 
Great  Britein  than  the  exportation  of  an  equal  value  in 
iron  or  lead,  dry  goods  or  hardware. 


"But  this  was  not  all.  The  steadiness  of  the  Englis^ 
currency  prevented  a  fall  from  Uking  place  in  the  prices 
of  cotton  and  other  American  produce,  which  would  have 
occasioned  great  loss  to  the  American  shippers,*  whilst, 
at  the  ssme  timef,  it  enabled  British  capiialisto  to  extend 
relief  to  our  merchants,  by  the  acceptance  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, or  by  shipmente  of  specie. 

"  By  the  gold  bill,  enacted  on  the  28th  of  June,  1834, 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  was  changed  so  as  to 
render  an  ounce  of  gold  the  equivalent  of  about  aijcteea 
ounces  of  silver.  Another  law  was  passed  on  the  same 
day,  declaring  certain  foreign  coins  a  legal*  tender,  one  of 
the  effects  of  which  was  to  make  the  British  sovereign,  or 
gold  pound  sterling,  cqusl  in  value  to  about  $4  87^  of 
American  currency  ;  and  the  joint  efiect  of  the  two  was  lo 
render  gold  the  preferreil  metal  on  alt  occasions  where  im- 
portations of  specie  from  Europe  were  called  for  by  the 
operations  of  commerce.  From  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  these  laws,  the  shipments  from  Europe  were  ordered  to 
be  made  in  gold  instead  of  silver, f  and  the  ronsequencar 
was,  that  this  demand  reaching  the  coficrs  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  great  repository  of  gold  in  Europe,  produced 
an  immediate  effect  upon  the  currency  of  Great  Britain, 
by  compelling  the  banks  to  contract  their  issues.  Hence 
we  find,  by  the  Secretery's  teble,  above  referred  to,  that  a 
contraction  took  place  in  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  in 
England  and  Wales,  so  that,  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1834,  the  amount  was  reduced  to  £28,691,112,  and  on  the 
2Sth  of  December  to  £27,729,828,  being  a  diounution.  of 
upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

<*  From  these  facto,  supported  by  the  documentary  evi- 
dence of  the  Treasury  Department,  as  well  as  by  sound 
reason,  it  is  manifest  that  the  passage  of  the  gold  bills 
identified  the  British  and  American  currencies,  and  render- 
ed each  forever  thereafler  liable  to  be  influenced  by  ibe 
other.  Expansions  and  contractions  can  now  hardly  fail 
to  be  simultaneous,  and  benceforlh,  nkore  than  at  the  period 
when  the  sentence  was  first  pronounced  b/  Mr.  Gorbsm> 
in  Congress,  must  it  be  true,  that  *  the  barometer  of  the 
American  money  market  hangs  up  at  the  Stock  Exchange 
in  London.'  Overissues  by  the  English  banks  cannot  fail 
to  excite  overissues  by  the  American  banks ;  for,  as  Great 
Britein  is  the  country  in  which  almost  aU  onr  exehaaige 
transactions  with  the  world  are  concentrated,  if  the  British 
stendard  o(  currency  bo  depreciated  below  the  utetallio 
standard  of  the  continent,  we  shall  feel  its  efiTects  in  our 
currency,  without  being  able  to  detect  it.  '  Shall  feel,'  did 
I  say  ?  We  do  already  feel  it ;  and  there  cannot  be  a 
question  that  our  present  pecuniary  embarrassments  have 
been  greatly  augmented  by  the  operation  of  this  cau^,  re- 
sulting from  one  of  Gen.  Jackson's  *  humble  efforts'  to  re- 
store the  constitutional  currency. 
.    <*  With  these  evidences  before  him  of  the  practical  oper- 

"  ♦  In  support  of  this  position,  the  wrKer  is  able  to  state  that,  having 
examined  the  prices  of  cotton  quoted  in  commercial  ietiera  from 
Liverpot^l  houses  of  the  greatest  respectability,  he  has  found  the  high- 
est quutatioDS  to  have  Ijeen  as  follows,  at  the  dates  respectively  mon- 
tioned,  foruplands  of  the  best  quality  : 


183:1 

OctoL«r  30 
November  23 
Lecemb*»r  7 
Decemlwr  31 

1834. 
January  4 
February  24 


!4 


1834^ 
March  22 
April  23  . 
May  16  . 
Junp  7  . 
July  8  . 
August  23 
September  3D    . 


*^t 'Bi)eaff2rei;ate  amoun^f  gold  coin  and  bullion  imponeif  durin? 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1834,  was  $3,766,172,  of  which 
£1,922,960  came  from  tneland,  nod  $824,673  from  France- 

"  The  acgregiiie  amount  of  goM  itikponed  ditrine  Ukj  year  endinsr  on 
30ih  Sepiein»)er,  1833,  was  $2^725,196,  of  which  W,096,IC»  came  (iroiii 
England,  and  tl45,9o5  came  frum  France. 

"It  is  probable  thai  nearly  the  whole  of  thts  gold  was  imported 
within  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  1834,  under  orders  ^iveu  after 
the  passage  of  the  gold  bill,  and  l>efore  the  country  bad  recovered 
from  the  shocli  which  led  to  tho  fanporiolion  «»f  coin.  There  was  ex- 
ported during  this  same  year,  iu  gold,  •tiin,679,  proliahly  during  tlie 
last  six  mon;h5  of  the  fiuHncial  yeatv 
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ation  of  a  law  which  waB  capable  of  prodacing^  the  most 
disastrous  results,  General  Jackson,  bad  he  understood  the 
subject,  would  have  abstained  from  any  active  participation 
in  rendering  it  more  mischievous  and  fatal  than  the  ordi- 
nary operations  of  commerce  would  have  rendered  it.  But 
not  80.  Carried  away,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  ignu  fcttutia — 
his  *  constitutional  currency' — he  arrogated  to  himself  the 
right,  by  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  his  executive  authority, 
of  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  owners  of  the  French  indem- 
nity. Those  citizens  were  entitled  by  treaty  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  France,  with- 
out any  deduction  whatever,  either  for  the  purpose  of  glori- 
fying General  .lackson,  or  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  pursue  his  favorite  Jack  o* Lantern,  They  were  also 
entitled  to  their  money  without  a  moment's  unnecessary 
delay,  and  the  manifet^tly  plain  course  which  justice  de- 
manded to  be  pursued  was,  to  have  given  each  claimant  a 
bill  upon  France  for  the  amount  of  his  claim,  to  be  nego- 
tiated or  collected  in  the  mode  which  best  might  suit  him. 
This  course  was  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
by  some  of  the  claimants,  who  proved  it  to  be  the  cheapest 
and  most  prompt  mode  by  which  they  could  be  placed  in  pos- 
session of  their  property  ;  and  it  is  evident  that,  had  any  of 
the  claimants  wished  gold  for  bis  share,  he  could  have  im- 
ported it  upon  quite  as  favorable  terms  a^the  Government.* 
But  no.  The  demands  of  justice  weighed  nothing  in  the 
scale,  when  opposed  to  the  glory  of  *  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency.' Orders  were  sent  to  France  to  transmit  the  amount 
of  the  four  instalments  of  the  indemnity  paid  in  February, 
1836,  amounting  to  near  four  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold. 
To  procure  this  quantity  of  gold,  a  draft  was  made  upon 
the  London  market,  which,  if  it  did  not  create,  at  least  as- 
sisted to  augment,  that  pressure  upon  the  British  currency 
which  commenced  in  "^tpril,  and  which  every  one  knows 
has  been  continued,  with  occasional  fluctuations,  up  to  the 
nth  March,  1837,  the  date  of  the  last  advidbs,  and  which 
has  been  latteily  augmented  by  the  additional  demand  for 
uearly  another  million  of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  fifth 
instalment  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  France  in  February 
last  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  whole  pressure  on  the 
English  money  market  within  tlie  last  year  has  been  occa- 

"  *  Exchange  on  Paris  at  Nevr  York,  far  a  bitl  at  GO  days*  slghu  be- 
tween the  2d  of  March,  and  ibe  15ih  uf  June,  1 3S8,  fluctuated  from 
what  is  caUed  3.25  to  5.40,  making  an  average  of  3.32).  The  par  ex 
ckaage  on  Paris  is  about  5^^:  that  is,  one  dollar  of  American  cur- 
rency Is  equivalent  to  5  francs  and  33i  centimes,  or  one-hundredth 
pans  of  a  fraHC.  The  exchange  then  was,  at  the  period  mentioned . 
half  per  cent,  above  par;  which,  added  to  one  per  cent,  which  a  bill 
at  sif/Ui  such  as  the  Ooveranient  liad  a  right  to  draw,  and  perhaps  half 
per  cent,  for  the  superior  security  of  a  Government  bill  over  a  private 
bill,  would  make  about /KoptfrcenMhattlieclaimanifl  would  have  re- 
ceived beyond  tho  amount  <f  their  claims.  It  is  true  that  theexchanee 
upon  France  miffht  have  fallen  something  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased supply  of  bills,  but  this  could  not  have  equalled  the  loss  which 
the  claimautssustained  by  the  delay  to  receive  their  money,  which  was 
not  paid  until  July,  and  which  was  than  subject  to  a  deduction  for  the 
expenses  of  freight,  insurance,  and  commissions  incident  to  the  im- 
)tortatiuu  of  the  gold. 

*  The  best  commentary,  however,  u|x»n  the  folly  of  iheso  importa- 
tions is  to  be  found  in  the  f'llowine  Hrticle,  which  is  copied  from  the 
Washington  Ol  be  of  the  Ist  of  Apnl : 

"'Neapolitan  Tndemnitv.— The  last  New  York  American  con. 
tained  the  followiui; : 

" '  The  Bank  of  America  will  als  i  draw  their  bills  on  the  Roths- 
chillis. « f  Paris,  for  upwards  of  a  million  of  fmncs.' 

"'The  above  sum,  which  the  Bank  of  America  proposr^  to  draw 
for,  is,  we,  presume,  on  account  of  the  next  instalment  falling  due 
under  the  Neapolitan  ireaty. 

*• '  The  bank  having,  as  we  learn,  on  '^p  n  credit  to  a  large  amount 
upon  the  Rothschilds,  but  being  unwilling  to  avail  of  it,  under  exist- 
ing circumaiances,  su^rsested  that  tiie  next' insral men t,  to  be  paid  in 
May  or  June,  might  be  anticipated  under  that  credit. 

" '  Tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  we  are  informed,  findins  that  the 
Inteiest  (»f  the  claimants,  in  the  present  sta'e  of  thin:;B,  would  bo  fiwo* 
milted  by  availing  of  the  present  high  niie  of  exciiauje,  over  any  oilier 
mode  of  bringing  home  the  funds,  and  that,  to  the  exienl  of  the  same, 
they  mi^hi  bo  us'od  to  relieve  the  community,  unlieaiuitingly  assentea 
to  thi;  suggestion,  and  directed  the  Messrs.  Welles,  the  agents  for  re- 
ceiving the  indemnity,  to  )>ay  it  over  to  the  Messrs  Hothschilds  us  s  on 
as  recoived,  to  reimburse  them  for  the  billadrawn  inaniicipation  of 
its  reccijit. 

"  '  It  is  for  this  sum,  and  upon  this  arranzement,  we  pr.^umr,  tho 
Bank  of  AinTica  i>rop  «ed  ti  \iiia9  ihe  b)ll.<^  nh  Paris.'  " 


sioned  by  the  last  mentioned  <  humble  efforts'  to  restore 
'(he  constitutional  currency.'  Other  demands  for  gold 
have  existed,  amongst  them  one  by  the  Bank  of  America, 
the  principal  <lepo8ite  bank  in  New  York,  and  one  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  rendered  expedient  by  the  rapid 
return  of  her  notes  for  payment  in  the  early  part  of  IS^fd, 
owing  to  the  substitution  in  their  place,  throughout  the 
Western  and  Southwestern  country;  of  the  notes  of  some 
of  Gen.  Jackson's  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  new  banks. 

<<  Of  the  practical  operations  of  these  two  *  humble  ef- 
forts' upon  the  immediate  iuterests  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  it  behooves  ns  now  to  speak. 

«  The  contraction  of  the  British  currency,  as  every  in- 
telligent ot>server  knows,  has  been  to  create  a  pressure  for 
money  in  England,  which  has  produced  the  following  re- 
sults : 

"1.  The  market  rale  of  interest  has  been  advanced 
from  2}  to  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  first  rate  commercial 
paper,  which  baa  had  a  tendency  to  keep  money  in  Eng- 
land which  would  otherwise  have  sought  investment  in  the 
United  States. 

*<  3.  British  merchants  are  prevented  from  accepting, 
with  their  accustomed  freedom,  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
upon  shipments  of  American  produce. 

^<8.  British  cpitalists  are  less  able  than  before  to  make 
advances,  or  loans  on  the  security  of  American  stocks, 
which  cuts  off  a  large  source  from  which  capital  has  been 
heretofore  supplied  for  our  various  internal  improvements. 

'*  4.  British  manufacturers  are  less  able  than  heretofore 
to  give  credit  to  such  of  our  importing  merchants  as  re- 
quire it. 

« 6.  The  price  of  cotton  has  fallen,  since  the  first  of 
January  last,  four  or  five  cents  a  pound,  in  England,  by 
which  American  shippers  will  lose  twenty  or  twenty-five 
per  cent,  upon  the  stocks  gone  forward,  and  by  which  our 
cotton  planters  will  be  deprived  of  a  corresponding  or  a 
greater  amount,  as  the  fall  of  prices  at  the  South  has  ad- 
ready  made  evident 

«  And  now  it  only  remains  for  us  to  inquire  how  have 
these  <  humble  efforts'  tended  to  restore  <the  constitu- 
tional currency  V  Has  the  importation  of  thirty  millions 
of  gold  and  silver  pushed  any  paper  out  of  circulation  1 
So  far  from  it,  the  amount  of  paper  has  angmenteil,  as  we 
have  Kbown,  to  an  incredible  amount.  The  banks  all  seem 
to  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that  their  power  to  emit 
and  keep  their  notes  in  profitable  circulation  was  jnst  in 
proportion  to  the  specie  they  had  on  band,  and  aocorcling^fy 
we  have  seen  that,  just  in  the  measure  that  General  Jack- 
son supplied  them  with  one  million  of  dollars  in  coin,  they 
supplied  the  public  with  three  millions  of  dollars  in  paper. 
So  much  for  the  soundness  of  this  *  constitutional  cur- 
rency ;*  and  now  for  its  uniformity. 

*<  On  the  2d  of  Janury,  1830,  when  General  Jackson,  in 
his  message  to  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  said  that  '  it  must  be  admitted  by  all  that 
it  has  failed  in  the  great  end  of  establishing  a  uniform  and 
sound  currency,'  the  rates  of  domestic  exchange  were  aa 
follows,  as  apppears  from  the  New  York  shipping  and 
commercial  list: 

Richmond,  1  per  cent,  discount. 

North  Carolina,      2  to  2^  do. 

Charleston,  1  ^  to  3  do. 

Savannah,  l^  to  2  do. 

New  Orleans,  1    to  1^  do. 

**The  rates  on  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  day  after 
General  Jackson  wrote  his  farowell  address,  as  quoted  by 
the  same  authority,  are  as  follows : 

Richmond,  I  to  1}  per  cent,  discount. 

North  Carolina,      2^  do. 

Charleston,  2|  to  3  do. 

Savannah,  2^  to  3  do. 

New  Orleans  3    to  4  di>. 
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'*  Let  these  two  tablea  speak  i(ft  thtmselves. 
•*  And  now,  reader,  with  all  these  proofs  before  you,  of 
the  toul  failure  of  all  General  Jackson's  schemes  of  finance 
can  you  read  the  following  passage  in  his  farewell  address, 
without  asking  yourself  whether  he  was  really  in  earnest  t 
••  •  My  humble  cfforu  have  not  been  spared  during  my 
•dministraiion  of  the  Government  to  restore  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  something,  I  trust, 
has  been  done  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  most  de- 
sirable object.'  AN  EXAMINER." 

la  addition  to  these  causes,  set  in  operation  by  the  Gov- 
•rnment,  came  the  celebrated  Treasury  order  or  circular  of 
July  1 1,  1836.  This  circular  enacted,  by  Executive  order, 
that  after  the  I5th  day  of  August,  1836,  the  receivers  of 
public  money  and  the  deposile  banks  should  receive  in  pay- 
nieot  of  the  poblic  lands  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
in  th«  proper  places  Virginia  land  scrip.  Frauds,  specu- 
lations, and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands, 
and  exoetfsive  bank  credits,  were  made  the  pretext  of  this 
extraordinary  measure,  when  th^se  frauds,  speculations, 
monopolies^  and  excesses  of  every  dcscriptian,  had  been 
known  for  a  long  time  to  the  administration,  and  partid- 
pited  in  particularly  by  "the  party,"  from  the  removal  of 
the  depositee  to  the  moment  when  General  Juckstm  was 
aroused  vindictively  to  prevent  the  depositee  with  the 
Stataa,  directed  by  the  deposite  act  of  June.  1836.  What- 
ever other  difierence  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  the  ef- 
fects of  this  order,  all  will  agree  that  it  removed  the  specie 
of  tha  country  from  the  large  importing  cities  and  the  mo«t 
important  pUces  of  trade,  and  placed  it  in  the  *«  far  West," 
where  it  was  locked  up  in  the  land  oHices  or  Western  de- 
posite banks,  and  rendered  unavailable  to  commerce  and  to 
the  wants  of  trade  in  an  anomalous  perioil  of  unexampled 
plenty  and  pressure !  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  liSOAas,]  as  I  understand,  admits  this  efiuct  of 
ttie  circular,  and  that  it  accelerated  a  revuUion,  the  scarcity 
of  which  the  President  says  none  had  correctly  anticipated, 
liad  the  specie  of  the  country  been  pennitted  by  the  Gov. 
ernment  ^>  remain  where  trade  required  it  to  be,  none  can 
•ay  that  the  same  eitent  of  ruin  would  have  been  felt,  or 
thai  it  would  have  been  felt  so  soon. 

Such  air,  are  some  of  the  « antecedent  causes**  whence 
'•  overaction"  derived  «« its  first,"  and  I  may  add,  iu  last 
"impulses!'*  Forsooth,  I  had  nearly  omitted  one  cause, 
enomeraied  by  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury,  which  the  Presi- 
dent,  in  hia  wisdom,  entirely  overlooked — the  over-produc- 
tion of  cotton  !  The  over-production  of  cotton  ! — there  is 
an  example  of  a  financier  for  you!  Oh!  rare  Levi!  Much 
more  wisely  had  he  spoken,  if  he  had,  in  ascribing  the 
causes  of  our  disasters,  enumerated  the  potent  reason  that 
we  had  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  a  financier 
^ebo  reganls  the  products  of  labor  and  industry  as  causes 
of  national  poverty  and  bankruptcy  !  A  head  that  has  not 
been  wool  -gathering,  but  picking  cotton ! 

In  the  comparison  of  our  condition  with  that  of  other 
eountries,  the  President  admits  that  <*  the  most  material 
di&rence  between  the  results  in  the  two  countries  (United 
6tate»an«l  GreMt  Britain)  baa  only  been,  that,  with  us,  there 
has  alao  occurred  an  extensive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  af- 
fai.-a  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments."  Ay,  sir,  there 
is  the  rub!  Why  has  there  not  been  in  England  and  in 
France  the  same  extensive  derangement  in  fiscal  affaire  as 
in  the  United  Slates,  whilst  there  has  been,  according  to 
the  mevagey  <*the  same  redundancy  of  paper  money  and 
other  facilities  of  credit;  the  same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the 
eame  partial  suecesses ;  the  same  difTiculties  and  reverses ; 
and,  at  length,  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catastro- 
phe 1"  I«  it  because  our  finances  have  net  been  managed 
ao  wbU,  that  we  have  had  Levi  at  the  helm,  or  that  we  bad 
not,  as  Prance  and  England  had,  the  great  conservator, 
the  liiiB-praserver,  a  national  bank  1  Sir,  this  «  material 
diffisreooe"  is  owing  to  both  raaaons.  Wa  deprived  eur- 
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selves  of  the  means  of  preserving  credit,  disabled  the  ship 
before  the  storm  came  on,  shipped  an  incompetent  crew, 
and  a  worse  pilot ;  and  when  the  hurricane  came — as  hur- 
ricanes in  trade  will  come  as  certainly  as  storms  on  the 
ocean— it  swept  over  us  at  mercy — struck  the  ship  of  State 
down  on  her  beam  ends — dismasted,  and  leaking — and 
there  she  will  lie,  with  hope  only  to  aid  her  until  the  de- 
spairing marinere,  now  standing  on  her  sides  with  spy-glass 
in  hand,  shall  diacover  far  out  upon  the  <<dim  distant  sea" 
a  speek  of  sail  sent  by  Providence  alone  to  right  ship,  and 
save  ail  hands  from  a  watery  grave !  Strong  canvass,  new 
rigging,  ballast  and  compass,  and  skilful  crew  and  pilot, 
will  not  prevent  the  storm,  but  they  alone  can  save  the 
ship  from  the  tempest  when  it  blows.  So  with  a  national 
bank  and  other  means  of  regulating  finance  and  curren- 
cy— they  cannot  prevent  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, or  wholly  arrest  their  ravages  and  disastera,  but  they 
can  save  us  from  despair  and  death!  The  report  of  the 
Bank  of  France  proves  this  at  thia  moment.  That  nation 
was  not  only  guarded  from  death  and  despair,  but  restored 
to  health,  and  sustained  in  actual  prosperity,  by  sustaining 
a  national  bank,  whilst  we  have  been  nearly  destroyed  by 
destroying  one. 

But,  why  trace  the  causes  of  this  revulsion  in  our  affairs  t 
Sir,  the  administration  knew  from  the  first  that  the  State 
banks  were  unsound.  In  proof  of  this  I  refer  you  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Taney,  of  the  16th  of  April,  1834,  pages  4 
and  6.     He  says : 

*<  If  the  estimate  T  have  made  uf  the  proportion  between 
the  paper  ciiculatlon  and  the  specie  in  possession  of  the 
banks  be  correct,  or  nearly  so,  the  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy is  obviously  such  that  the  nation  should  not  be  content 
with  it,  nor  desire  to  continue  it  in  its  present  state.  It  is 
an  immense  superstructure  of  paper,  resting  on  a  metallic 
foundation  too  narrow  to  support  it.  It  has  never  been 
sustained  by  itp  own  inherent  strength,  but  by  public  con- 
fidence. When  every  one  firmly  believes  that  the  notes  of 
the  banks  will,  on  demand,  be  paid  iu  coin,  they  will  read- 
ily cireulate,  and  answer  all  the  purposes  of  money.  But 
the  moment  that  confidence  is  impaired,  they  lose  their 
value  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  arc  returned 
upon  the  banks  for  a  redemption  in  specie,  and  the  dispro- 
portion between  the  paper  circulation  and  the  coin  prepa- 
red to  redeem  it  is  so  great,  that  it  is  constantly  liable  to  have 
its  chief  aupport,  public  confidence,  withdrawn  from  it.'* 

I  refer,  also,  to  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  local 
banks,  furnished  altout  the  same  time  by  the  Hon.  R.  H. 
Wilde,  of  Georgia,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  in  the  session  of  1833-*34.  Thus,  sir, 
the  administration  knew  from  the  beginning  that  these 
agents,  the  local  banks,  could  not  stand  the  shocks  of  trade. 
The  President  himself  says,  «that  the  prospect  of  revul. 
sion  was  present  to  the  mindd  of  considerate  men  before  it 
actually  came."  Why  was  no  warning  given,  no  prepa- 
ration madet  Were  our  rulera  not  *<  considerate  men  1" 
Is  it  not  true,  as  I  have  shown,  that  up  to  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last  they  were  still  crying  in  the  night-watch, 
<<a!l  is  Weill*'  Sir,  they  knew  of  these  causes,  and  they 
intended  their  effects !  No  matter  what  are  the  causes,  the 
ruin  is  here !  and  the  administration  designed  to  bring  it 
upon  the  oouniry  for  the  diabolical  purpose  of  establishing 
upon  this  ruin  a  Tieasury  bank  I 

Yes,  air,  the  very  result  of  all  theM  causes  of  mischief, 
whatever  they  may  be,  is  now  proposed  as  the  second  sys- 
tem—another experiment !  This  result  is  what  has  bee 
aimed  at  all  the  time — the  final  triumph  of  Executive  pow- 
er— the  total  ruin  of  the  liL)erlies  of  the  country-*the 
complete  union  of  the  *■  purse  and  sword!"  In  the  very 
midst  of  our  calamities  and  misfortune,  we  are  told  to  Uke 
up  the  very  condition  of  distress  into  which  we  have  been 
■thrown  by  mismanagement  and  corruption,  and  to  organ- 
ise it  into  a  parroanant  ayatem  of  finance— ay,  air,  firom 
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one  quarter,  not  the  most  inconsiderable  and  uninfluential 
source  of  these  mischiefs,  vre  have  heard  boasting  and  ex- 
ultation at  the  calamities  of  the  country.  A  letter  written 
from  St.  Louifl,  August  II,  1837,  signed  by  Big  BuUy 
Bottom,  Tom  Benton,  <<  congratulates"  the  parly  in  Ohio 
**  on  the  success  of  General  Jackson's  endeavors  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  currency  !*'  Sir,  that  man  is  mfsun- 
derstood — that  letter  does  not  embody  impudence  and  ef- 
frontery so  much  as  it  sets  forth  the  real  feelings,  and  shad- 
ows the  designs  of  those  in  power— he  knows  their  secrets — 
to  force  upon  us  now  the  execrable  end  of  policy  which 
they  have  always  aimed  at — to  make  the  Government  a 
bank,  and  the  President  of  the  ITnited  States  and  **the 
party"  its  "President,  Directors,  and  Co.!"  This  is  not 
the  desperate  courage  or  bravado  of  a  ruffian,  who  is  forced 
to  brave  every  danger  in  the  last  extremity,  but  it  is  the 
chuckling  of  a  fiend  who  has  really  reached  the  diabolical 
end  he  aimed  at  over  the  dbtresses  and  sufferings  and 
ruin  of  a  whole  people !  He  knows  that  the  danger  now 
is  not  the  re-establishment  of  a  national  bank,  but  that  a 
revolution  in  the  Government  is  already  effected  by  forcing 
a  **  scourged  country"  and  an  <'  bumbled  democracy"  into 
a  system  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  subvert  all  our  an- 
cient institutiuns,  and  laugh  this  republic  to  scorn  !  Above 
all  the  passages  in  the  message — except  one,  which  I  shall 
presently  notice — the  most  pbarisalcal  and  insincere,  is  that 
in  which  the  President  says  he  is  *<  sensible  that  adequate 
provisions  for  these  unexpected  exigencies  could  only  be 
made  by  Congress;  convinced  that  some  of  (hem  would  be 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  public  service,  before  the 
regular  period  of  your  meeting;  and  desirous,  also,  to  ena- 
ble you  to  exercise,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  full  con- 
stitutional powers  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  I  could  not, 
with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  you  to  the  inconvenience 
of  assembling  at  as  early  a  day  as  the  state  of  the  popular 
representation  would  permit.  1  am  sure  that  I  bare  done 
but  justice  to  your  feelings  in  believing  that  this  inconve- 
nience will  be  cheerfully  encountered,  in  the  hope  of  ren- 
dering your  meeting  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country." 
Sir,  why  was  Congress  colled  at  all  ?  Dues  it  matter 
whether  we  act  at  all  7  Has  the  President  not  put  the  sys- 
tem in  operation,  and  is  it  not  in  full  blast  1  Yes,  sir,  by 
the  fiat  of  the  Executive,  by  a  single  «*  circular"  from  the 
Secretary's  pen,  is  the  sub-Trcasuiy  system  called  into 
being,  full  formed  and  perfect.  See,  sir,  see  with  what  des- 
patch, with  what  unity  and  simplicity  of  action,  one  will 
controls  already  the  destiny  of  this  nation.  See  this  circu- 
lar, and  know  the  will  of  your  master: 

«*  Circular  to  receivers  of  public  moneys, 

«Tababi7Rt  Depjirtmbnt,  May  12,  1837. 
<*  If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend  specie 
payments,  you  will  keep  in  your  own  hands  safely  the  pub- 
lic money  you  have  in  possession,  or  may  hereafter  receive, 
till  further  directions  are  given  to  you  by  this  Department 
how  to  deposite,  transfer,  or  pay  it,  or  any  portion  of  it. 

<*  You  will  report  to  this  Department  weekly  the  amount 
on  hand.  l.EVI  WOODBURY, 

**  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

By  this  simple  instrument — a  circular! — have  magic 
changes  been  wrought  in  the  form  and  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment ;  it  has,  by  such  means,  been  truly  made  a  ** sim- 
ple machine !"  After  having  done  the  deed,  and  put  the 
system  into  full  operation,  then  Congress  is  called,  not  to 
deliberate,  not  for  consultation,  but  to  register  Executive 
edicts,  or  to  adjourn  !     He  proceeds  : 

**  For  the  deposite,  transfer,  and  disburf^ement  of  the 
revenue,  national  and  Stale  banks  have  always,  with  tem- 
porary and  limited  exceptions,  been  heretofore  employed ; 
but,  although  advocates  of  each  system  are  still  to  be  found. 
It  ra  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  last  few  months  have 
greatly  augmented  the  desire,  long  existing  among  the  peo- 


ple of  the  United  States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or  corporation!.*' 

How  long,  I  would  inquire,  sir,  has  this  desire  *no  sep- 
arate the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  from  those  of 
individuals  or  corporations"  existed  1  Not  longer,  surely, 
than  since  the  4th  day  of  March  last.  Sir,  what  ^aid  Mr. 
Taney,  on  the  15th  of  April,  18341  (Sec  his  letter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  pp.  9,  10.)  After 
saying  ^*  the  State  banks  are  now  so  numerous,  and  are  so 
intimately  connected  with  our  habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  system  ran  ever  be  entirely 
abandoned — nor  is  it  desirable  that  it  should  be" — he  pro- 
ceeds : 

«*  If  there  were  no  State  banks,  the  profitable  business 
of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the 
great  capitalists.     Operations  of  this  sort  require  capitsl 
and  credit  to  a  large  extent,  and  a  private  individual,  in 
moderate  circumstances,  would  be  unable  to  conduct  them 
with  any  advantage.     Yet  there  is,  perhaps,  no  business 
which  yields  a  profit  so  certain  and  liberal  as  the  businetn 
of  banking  and  exchanges ;  and  it  is  proper  that  it  should 
be  open  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  most  free  competition, 
and  its  advantages  shared  by  all  classes  of  society.    Indi- 
viduals of  moderate  means  cannot  participate  in  then,  un- 
less they  combine  together,  and  by  tbe  union  of  many  small 
sums  create  a  large  capital,  and   ealablish  an  extensive 
credit.     It  is  impossible  to  accomplish  this  object  without 
the  aid  of  acts  of  incorporation,  so   as  to  give  to  the  com- 
pany the  security  of  unity  of  action,  and  save  it  from  the 
disadvantages  in  the  frequent  changes  in  the  partnership, 
by  the  death  or  retirement  of  some   one  of  the  numerous 
partners.    The  incorporated  banks,  moreover,  under  proper 
regulations,  will  ofl*er  a  safe  and  convenient  investment  of 
small  sums  to  persons  whose  situsLtions  and  pursuits  disa- 
ble them  from  employing  the  mone^  profitably  in  any  other 
mode.     It  is  not  more  liable  to  be    lost  when  vested  in  tbe 
stock  of  a  bank,   than  when  it  is  loaned  to  individuals. 
The  interest  on  it  is  paid  with  more  punctuality,  and  it  can 
be  sold  and  converted   into  cash,  whenever  the  owner  de- 
sires to  employ  it  in  some  other  way.    And  if  a  larger  por- 
tion of  the  metal  is  infused  into  the  circulation,  the  busi- 
ness of  banking  will  become  more  sound  and  wholesome, 
and  less  liable  to  the  disasters  from  which  it  has  suffered, 
under  our  extravagant  and  ill-organized  system  of  p«p<' 
issues.     It  will  render  investments  in   banking  companies 
entirely  safe  and  secure  to  the  holders,  and  afford  them  tbe 
almost  absolute  certainty  of  a  reasonable  profit,  without  en- 
dangering the  capital  invested  in  it. 

••  For  these  reasons,  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  desira- 
ble  to  discountenance  the  continuance  of  the  Stale  banke. 
They  are  convenient  and  useful  also  for  the  purposes  of 
commerce.  No  commercial  or  manufacturing  community 
could  conduct  its  business  to  any  advantage  without  a  lib' 
eral  system  of  credits,  and  a  facility  of  obtaining  money  on 
loan  when  the  exigencies  of  their  business  may  require  it. 
This  cannot  be  obtained  without  tbe  aid  of  a  paper  circula- 
tion founded  on  credit.  It  is,  therefore,  not  the  interest  of 
this  country  to  put  down  the  paper  currency  altogether. 
The  great  object  should  be  to  give  it  a  foundation  on  which 
it  will  safely  stand.  A  circulating  medium  composed  of 
paper,  and  gold  and  silver,  in  just  proportions,  would  not 
be  liable  to  be  constantly  disordered  by  the  accidental  em- 
barrassments or  imprudences  of  trade,  nor  by  a  combina- 
tion of  the  moneyed  interest  for  political  purposes.  The 
value  of  the  metals  in  circulation  would  remain  the  same 
whether  there  was  a  panic  or  not,  and  the  proportion  of 
paper  being  less,  the  credit  of  the  banks  could  not  be  to 
readily  impaired  or  endangered." 

What  said  Mr.  Woodbury  in  Decemlter  of  the  same 
year  1  (See  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TrcasoTT 
"  On  the  present  system  of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  pub* 
tic  money."    10ecember  12,  1884.) 
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«  With  tbe  causes  of  these  last  and  most  important  fail- 
ores  happening  from  time  to  time,  as  the  table  shows,  to 
tbe  very  last  year,  this  branch  of  our  inquiry  has  no  partic- 
ular concern  except  to  discriminate  them  fiom  others,  and 
from  any  special  connexion  with  the  system  that  prevailed 
from  1811  to  1816.  Whether  they  aro^e  from  an  unsound 
policy  pursued  by  the  United  States  Bank,  or  from  circum- 
stances which,  under  iho  paper  system,  neither  legislation 
nor  caution  can  always  avert,  oi  from  less  justifiable  rea- 
sons, and  in  spite  of  all  the  salutary  influence  the  national 
bank  could  exercise,  it  is  a  singular  fact,  in  praise  of  this  de- 
scription of  public  debtors,  tbe  selected  banks,  that  there  is 
not  now  due  on  defiosites,  from  the  whole  of  them  which 
have  ever  stopped  payment,  from  the  cstabiisbment  of  the 
constitution  to  tl:j  present  moment,  a  sum  much  beyond 
what  it  now  due  to  the  United  States  from  one  mercantile 
£rm  that  stopped  payment  in  1825  or  1826,  and  of  whom 
ample  security  was  required  and  supposed  to  be  taken  un> 
der  tbe  responsibility  of  an  oath." 

*•  If  we  include  the  whole  present  dues  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  discredited  batiks,  at  all  times  and  of  all  kinds, 
whether  as  depositories  or  not,  and  embrace  even  counter- 
feit bills,  and  every  other  species  of  unavailable  funds  in 
the  Treasury,  they  will  not  exceed  what  is  due  from  two 
such  firms.     Of  almost  one  hundred  banks,  not  deposito- 
ries, which,  during  all  our  wars  and  commercial  embar- 
rassmentsi,  have  heretofore  failed  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
in  Jebt  to  the  Government,  on  their  bills  or  otherwise,  it 
will  be  seen,  by  the  above  table,  that  the  whole  of  them, 
except  seTentcen,  have  adjusted  every  thing  which  they 
owed,  and  that  the  balance  due  from  those,  without  inter- 
est, is  less  than  $82,000.     Justice  to  the  StaU  banking  in- 
ftitutions,  as  a  body,  whose  conduct  in  particular  cases  has 
certainly  been  objectionable,  but  who<:c  injuries  to  the  Gov- 
ernment have   been   almost  incredibly  exaggerated,   and 
whose  great  benefits  to  it,  both  during  the  existence  of  our 
two  national  banks,   and  while  neither  of  them  existed, 
have  been  almost  entirely  overlooked,  has  led  me  to  make 
Chia  scrutiny,  and  submit  its  results,  under  a  hope  that  it 
will,  in  some  degree,   not  only  vindicate  them  from  much 
unmerited  censure,  but  justify  this  Department  for  the  con- 
fidence it  formerly,  and,  in  the  great  improvement  of  their 
condition   and  of  the  financial  affairs  ot  tbe  Government, 
has  recently  reposed  in  them.     Under  these  circumstances, 
so  very  finvorable,  with  the  new  security  and  examinations 
provided  for,  if  our  former  small  losses  by  them,  in  keeping 
and  paying  over  the  public  revenue,  under  circumstances 
so  very  adverse,  are  compared  with  our  large  losses,  cither 
in  collecting  or  disbursing  that  revenue,  tbeir  present  safety 
seems  to  be  as  great  as  is  consistent  with  the  usual  opera- 
tions of  the  paper  system,  or  with  the  credit  which  must 
always  be  intrusted  by  Government,  in  some  way  or  other, 
to  agents  of  some  kind  in  keeping  the  public  money.     In 
con:udering  their  safely,  it  should  be  constantly  recoil  ctcd 
that  the  owners  and  managers  of  banks,  when  properly  reg- 
ulated by  legislative  provisions  in  their  charters,  are,  like 
other  Individ nals,  interested  to  transact  business  securely  ; 
are  desirous  of  making,  and  not  losing,  money ;  and  that 
these  circumstances,  with  the  preference  in  case  of  failure 
belonging  to  depositors  and  holders  of  their  bills  over  tbe 
stockholders,  united  with  the  security,  if  not  priority,  given 
to  the  Government,  render  them,  in  point  of  safety,  gene- 
rally much   superior  to  individual   agents  of  the  United 
States.      It  is  to  be  further  remembered  that  many  of  the 
Ibrroer  losses  occurred  indirectly  and  remotely  from  war 
and  embarrassments,  afilecting  deeply  tbe  whole  communi- 
ty as  well   as  banking  institutions,  and  from  the  injurious 
influence   of  which  calamities,  banks,  whether  of  State  or 
United  States  origin,  can  never  claim  a  full  exemption;  that 
tbe  correct  principles  of  banking  were  at  that  time  less  gen- 
erally understood  and   practised  than  at  the  present  time ; 
that  the  selected  banks,  by  the  course  of  our  expenditures 


and  collections,  were  then  exposed  to  more  onerous  duties 
and  hazards ;  and  that  less  full  information  of  their  true 
condition  was  then  possessed  by  this  Department." 

Such  were  the  views  of  both  Secretaries,  and  the  only 
heads  of  the  Treasury  Department  since  the  removal  of  the 
public  depositee  in   1833.     In  1835,   General  Gordon,  of 
Virginia,  made  his  celebrated  proposition  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  and  to  make  the  receivers  of 
public  money  its  depositaries.     Sir,  it  bec-omes  me  to  give 
the  history  of  that  proposition.     At  the  time  it  was  made, 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  -money  was  before  the  House,  and  then,  too,  the  din 
of  jingling  promises  to  give  us  a  hard-money  Government, 
a  metallic  currency,  and  a  circulation  of  gold,  was  almost 
deafening.     I  know  the  promises  were  false  and  the  pro- 
fessions were  hollow  then.     I  knew  that  the  administration 
could  not,  if  it  would,  do  what  it  professed,  and  I  was  anx- 
ious only  that  its  inability  and  weakness  and   *<bumbog- 
gery"  might  bo  made  manifest  before  its  measures  brought 
upon  the  country  this  present  crisis  which  I  then  foresaw. 
With  my  colleagrue.  General  Gordon,  the  proposition  was 
sincerely  made.     He  was  opposed  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  distrusted  the  system 
of  employing  the  local  banks  as  depositories.     Ha  came  to 
me  with  his  scheme,  and  asked  if  I  would  vote  for  it     I 
told  him,  at  first,  that  I  would  not ;  that  it  was  as  objec- 
tionable to  me,  even  more  *o,  than  the  other  measure;  that 
I  had  no  scruples  about  the  constitutionality  of  a  national 
bank :  and  I  thought  then,  as  I  think  now,  that  it  alone 
could  insure  the  safety  of  the  public  money,  and  restore 
our  finances  and  currency  to  a  healthy  and  sound  condi- 
tion.   But  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  recharter  of  a  United 
States  bank,  and  I  was  forced  to  vote  for  or  against  the 
only  other  two  measures  to  be  adopted.     He  asked  me,  as 
an  act  of  courtesy  to  him,  to  vote  to  let  his  proposition  in. 
I  consented  to  vote  for  its  introduction  into  the  House, 
warning  him  that  I  should  finally  vole  against  its  passage 
if  it  was  likely  to  succeed.     I  voted  aflerwards  for  it,  on 
the  main  proposition,  as  many  of  the  opposition  members 
did,  simply  to  show  that  the  administration  did  not  desire 
what  they  then  professed,  as  now,  to  separate  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or 
corporations !     I  knew  that  « the  party"  and  that  the  then 
powers  would  not  sustain  the  proposition,  or  I  should  have 
voted  against  it.     It  then  required  but  few  administration 
votes  to  carry  the  measure ;  but  behold  I  as  I  calculated, 
they  voled  against  it  to  a  man  !     The  vote  on  the  proposi- 
tion of  General  Gordon  then  proves,  if  it  proves  any  thing, 
that  there  was  no  such  desire,  as  tbe  President  says,  has 
existed  for  a  long  time  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in 
the  spring  of  1835  !     It  would  be  as  easy  to  show,  sir,  that 
there  was  no  such  desire  expressed  as  late  as  the  4th  of 
March,  1837.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicKSNs,]  however,  is  right ;  the  proposition  to  separate  the 
Government  from  the  banks,  and  to  destroy  all  banking  in- 
stitutions, is  not  new;  it  originated  with  Fanny  Wright; 
but  the  desire  which  the  President  describes  has  continued 
for  a  long  time  only  with  that  part  of  <*  the  Government" 
ycleped  Thomas  Hart  Benton.     The  great  ezpunger  and 
humbugger  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  locofoco  doctrines 
into  Congress,  and  to  give  them  character  before  the  na- 
tion; and  let  me  tell  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickens,]  that  he  will  be  deceived  who  thinks  to  deprive 
Benton  of  his  hobby — that  if  these  destructive  doctrines  are 
to  come  into  vogue  and  in  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, Benton  is  as  much  identified  with  them  as  Thomas 
Jefferson  was  with  the  doctrines  of  '98,  and  he,  (Benton,) 
and  no  other  man  under  the  sun,  will  ride  into  power  on 
their  popularity !  ,  « 

But,  sir,  however  old  thui  proposition  to  divorce  the  GoS' 
ernment  from  all  banking  corporations  may  be,  there  is  a 
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doctrine  new  under  the  sun  contained  in  this  notable  mes- 
sage. The  President  expressly  refruns  from  suggesting  to 
Congress  *<aoy  specific  plan  for  regulating  ihe  excbsnges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  in- 
terfering with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domes- 
tic commerce,  from  a  conviction  that  such  measures  are  not 
within  the  constitutional  province  of  the  Greneral  Govern- 
ment, and  that  their  adoption  would  not  projnote  the  real 
and  permanent  welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to 
aid."  He  says  the  accommodation  to  dometic  exchanges 
<*isnow,  indeed,  after  the  lapse,  of  not  many  years,  de- 
manded from  it  (the  Government)  as  among  its  first  du- 
ties," ^c.  When  was  this  accommodation  not  demiinded 
of  the  Government  as  among  its  first  duties  1  Certainly, 
to  afford  this  very  accommodation  was  among  the  most  oft- 
repeated,  though  oflener  violated  promises  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration,  from  the  removal  of  the  public  depos- 
ites,  in  1833,  up  to  the  4th  day  of  March  last.  Every 
message  of  President  Jackson,  from  the  one  period  to  the 
other,  and  every  report  of  his  respective  Secretaries,  as  well 
as  the  numerous  circulars  of  the  Treasury  Department,  llie 
reports  of  the  Committees  of  Ways  and  Meaas  in  this 
H6ase,  and  other  documents,  will  show  th^t  the  currency  of 
the  country  at  large,  its  domestic  exchanges,  its  commerce, 
and  all  iu  monetary  interests,  were  taken  especially  under 
the  guardian  care  and  protection  of  this  same  most  benefi- 
cent Government,  which  then  promised  us  a  better  currency, 
and  now  tells  us  we  must  not  look  to  the  Government  "for 
too  much !"  Surely,  sir,  the  present  incumbent  is  not  about 
to  falsify  his  promise  to  «  follow  generally  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  illustrious  predecessor;"  or  does  he  mean  to  follow 
them  as  my  young  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Crockrtt] 
felicitously  expresses  it,  '<by  taking  the  back  tracks?" 
Sir,  it  is  profitable  now  to  recur  to  the  wholesome  doctrines 
of  the  preceding  administration  respecting  the  duties  and 
powers  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  a  sound  and  uni- 
form currency.  (See  Executive  documents,  1833-'34, 
No.  3,  pages  6,  6,  10,  11.)  In  this  report  of  Mr.  Taney « 
after  insisting  *<  that  the  interests  of  the  country  would  not 
be  promoted  by  prmitting  the  depositee  of  the  public  mo- 
ney to  continue  in  the  bank  until  its  charter  expired,"  he 
■ays: 

"Besides,  the  principal  circulating  medium  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  the  one  most  commonly  used 
in  the  exchange  between  disunt  places,  consists  of  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  numerous  branches. 
The  sudden  withdrawal  of  its  present  amount  of  circulation, 
or  its  sudden  depreciation  before  any  other  sound  and  con- 
venient currency  was  substituted  for  it,  would  certainly 
.produce  extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  felt  among  all 
classes  of  society.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  superior 
credit  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
TJnited  States  was  not  founded  on  any  particular  confidence 
in  its  mantigement  or  solidity.  It  was  occasioned  alto- 
gether by  the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  receive  them  in  all  payments  to  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  it  was  this  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  which  gave  general  currency  to  the  notes  payable 
at  remote  l>rancbes.  The  same  engagement  in  lavor  of 
any  other  moneyed  institution  would  give  its  notes  equal 
credit,  and  make  them  equally  convenient  fitr  the  purposes 
of  commerce.  But  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  cease  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  when  the 
charter  expires ;  and,  as  soon  as  this  happens,  all  the  out- 
standing netea  of  the  bank  will  lose  the  peculiar  value  they 
now  possess;  and  the  notes  payable  at  distant  places  be- 
come as  much  depreciated  as  the  notes  of  local  banks. 
And  if,  in  the  mean  time,  no  other  currency  is  substituted 
in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the 
extent  of  the  embarrnssment  whirh  would  be  caused  by  the 
sudden  derangement  of  the  circulating  medium." 

Ho  then  promises  that  « the  State  banks  can  furnish  a 


circulating  medium  quite  as  uniform  in  value"  as  that  of 
the  United  States  Bank — *' probably  more  so;'*  and  after- 
wards states  **  the  condition  of  the  mercantile  classes  at  the 
time  of  the  removal,  to  explain  why  it  was  impossible  to 
postpone  it  even  fur  a  short  period."  These  views  of  lbs 
CJecretary  were  confirmed  and  supported,  of  course,  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  March  4,  1834,  precisely  as  the 
opposite  views  entertained  by  the  present  Executive  are  in 
like  manner  echoed  by  the  same  committee  now.  6y-the- 
by,  the  question  was  asked  in  1834,  why  the  then  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  was  like  a  tadpole  1  It  wqi 
little  a*  both  ends  (two  certain  gentlemen  being  at  the  two 
ends,  the  one  at  the  head,  the  other  at  the  tail)  and  big  in 
the  middle,  (Binney  and  Wilde  being  there.)  The  report 
of  that  date  says : 

<*  There  appears  aUo  to  be  much  force  in  the  considera- 
tions urged  by  the  Secretary,  connected  with  the  currency 
of  the  country  and  the  domestic  exchanges.  The  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  must  necessarily,  in  a  short 
time,  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  That  the  principal 
currency  of  the  country,  for  many  years  to  come,  will  be 
bank  notes,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt ;  and  it  is  certainly 
good  policy  to  foster  the  State  banks  which  furnish  thiro, 
in  measures  tending  to  give  them  as  general  credit  as  has 
heretofore  attacheil  to  the  notes  of  the  United  Stales  Bank 
and  branches.  That  the  natural  and  ascertained  course  of 
trade,  circulation,  and  exchange,  connected  with  the  inter- 
ests of  banking  institutions,  will  ultimately  produce  this 
result  in  relation  to  the  notes  of  the  principal  State  banks, 
there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate ;  but  their  emplnyment 
in  the  business  of  the  Government,  by  awakening  them  to 
their  capacities  and  interests,  is  calculated  to  hasten  tbo 
consummation  of  so  desirable  an  event.  It  was  a  matter  of 
no  small  moment  to  encourage  and  hasten  the  State  banks 
in  maturing  their  system  of  circulation  and  exchange,  so 
that  at  the  termination  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  trade  of  the  country  might  not  encoun- 
ter, at  the  same  time  the  loss  of  a  general  carrency,  and 
the  entire  breaking  up  of  the  domestic  exchanges,  a  partial 
interruption  of  which  by  that  bank  is  now  producing  such 
serious  inconvenience.  By  the  latest  returns  of  the  banks 
employed  by  the  Government,  it  appears  that  they  are  al- 
ready rapidly  taking  the  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  exchange  operations.'* 

See,  also,  Mr.  Taney's  letter  of  the  I5th  of  April,  1834, 
already  in  part  quoted,  pasnm. 

Mr.  Stcretary  Woodbury,  in  his  report  to  Congress, 
December,  1884,  says:  «•  The  wealthy  and  coronuercial, 
for  whose  benefit  chiefly  banks  were  instituted,  will  then 
chiefly  use  their  bills,  and  sufier  by  them  if  forged  or  de- 
preciated; while  the  laboring  classes  and  men  of  small 
means  will,  by  the  justice  and  paternal  care  of  the  Gov 
ernment,  generally  be  provided  with  a  currency  of  hard 
money,  not  exposed  to  any  ri^k  of  failures,  and  to  be  u»ed 
for  all  dealings  of  such  an  amount  as  their  daily  or  weekly 
wants  may  in  most  cases  require." 

See,  also,  the  message  of  President  Jackaon  to  Congress, 
December,  1835,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wood- 
bury, of  the  same  date,  (already  quoted.)  See,  also,  the 
message  of  the  President  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  December,  1836,  (already  quoted.)  In  ad- 
dition to  these  documents,  I  refer,  sir,  for  conclusive  proof 
that  General  Jackson  took  the  currency,  domestic  ex- 
chunges,  and  the  circulating  medium,  wholly  under  die 
••  paternal  care  of  the  Government,"  to  the  report  of  the 
investigating  committee,  of  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gab- 
lasd]  was  chairman,  made  to  the  House  of  Repreaeiiia- 
tives,  March  1,  1837.  See  the  letter  of  the  six  depc^iie 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  to  Mr. 
Taney,  dated  in  October,  1833,  Whitney's  letter  accom- 
panying the  same,  and  Mr.  Woodbury's  answer,  Novem- 
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ber  4,  1834.     Therein  are  to  be  found  similar  expressiong 
to  this : 

**  In  proportion  an  this  system  shall  be  well  digested  and 
executed,  will  be  the  soundnesa  and  equality  of  value 
throughout  the  Union  of  the  circulating  medium  ;  and  upon 
it  will  depend  the  degree  of  convenience  or  inconvenience 
which  will  be  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
eent  change." 

1  refer,  sir,  also,  to  an  anonymous  letter  in  the  corres- 
pondence of  Whitney  with  the  deposite  banks,  dated  N'o- 
vember  8,  1 834.  I  refer  to  the  circulars  of  Whitney  to 
the  depoaite  banks,  franked  by  Levi  Woodbury,  dated  May 
30,  1836,  September  7,  1836,  and  December  7,  1838. 
And,  sir,  I  appeal  to  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garlakd]  if  it 
does  not  appear  throughout  the  whole  investigation  that 
one  of  the  principal  purposes  of  Whitney's  agency  was  to 
confederate  and  knit  the  banks  together  in  one  grand  sys- 
tem of  exchange?  As  a  specimen,  sir,  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  agency  of  Whitney  and  of  the  deposite  banks, 
I  will  read  a  letter  from  him  to  John  Bass,  president  of 
(he  Union  Dank,  Tennessee,  Nashville,  dated  Washing- 
ton, March  16,  1835: 

*'  Sir :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  23d  ultimo. 
In  reply  to  your  request,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  letter 
written  by  a  person  here  high  in  the  confidence  Qf  the  Go- 
vernment, a  copy  of  which  T  sent  you  with  the  other  pa- 
pers, gave  you,  in  part,  what  it  was  expected  the  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  deposite  banks  would  attend  to.  I  wi!l» 
however,  state,  as  fully  as  T  can,  the  duties  the  agent  feels 
as  devolving  upon  him.  He  expects  to  perform  precisely 
the  «une  duty  that  he  would  if  appointed  by  the  Treasury 
to  superintend  the  doposite  banks  generally.  He  will 
carefully  watch  the  operations  of  eadb ;  endeavor  to  pro- 
doce  concert  of  action  ;  make  suggestions  in  relation  to  the 
operations  of  any  which  are  calculated  to  lead  to  an  im- 
provement of  the  currency,  or  any  which  are  necessary  to 
preserve  it  from  being  afiected  by  the  operations  or  iKsues 
of  any  of  the  selected  banks;  aid  and  advise  in  establishing 
a  system  of  d'^mestic  exchanges  throughout  the  country, 
through  the  agency  of  the  deposite  banks,  whereby  the 
country  shall  reap  all  the  advantages  through  such  agencies 
that  it  ever  did  through  the  operations  of  the  branches  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

*'  The  agent  will  also  feel  bound  to  inform  each  deposite 
bank  which  employs  him,  at  different  periods,  as  nearly  as 
be  can  from  the  estimates  of  the  various  Departments,  of 
the  probable  amounts  each  one  will  be  called  upon  to  dis- 
burse within  a  given  period  ;  the  amounts  and  times  when 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  it  over ;  and  where  trans- 
fers will  be  required  to  be  made  from  one  bank  to  another, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  such  calls ;  the  banks  from  which, 
and  the  times  when,  such  transfers  will  be  made. 

"Such  a  table  is  now  being  prepared,  to  embrace  the 
next  six  months  ending  the  30th  of  September  next.  This 
will  embrace  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  as  well  as  the  civil  list;  the  States  in 
which  the  same  is  to  bo  disbursed;  the  probable  time 
wanted,  and  the  banks  which  will  have  warrants  passed 
upon  them. 

'*  In  fine,  the  agent  will  communicate  to  each  selected 
bank  that  wishes  it,  any  information  which  be  may  at  any 
time  think  will  be  serviceable  individually;  as  well  as 
give  that  general  superintendence  to  the  operations  of  the 
whole,  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  security  of  each,  as 
^ell  as  for  the  promotion  of  the  interest  of  the  public  gen- 
erally. 

**'i  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
'*R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

*<  JoHir  M.  Bass,  Esq. 

•*  Pntidetit  Union  Bank,  Tennessee,  Nashville/* 

Id  addition  to  the  documents  on  file  here,  I  cite  the  cir- 
culaiB  of  the  Treasury  Department,  published  from  time  to 


time  during  the  last  four  years,  and  directed  to  the  receiv- 
ers of  public  money  and  the  deposite  banks.  As  specimens,- 
I  quote,  fl:^  a  circular  dated  the  7th  of  July,  1834. 

<<Trbasu&t  DsPARTMXirT,  July  7,  1834. 

«  Sin  :  As  the  public  confidence  in  the  banks  selected  by 
this  Department  for  the  public  depositee  has,  on  trial,  in- 
creased, and  the  notes  of  most  of  them  might  become  a 
very  convenient  medium  for  circulation  in  travelling,  and 
the  transmission  of  funds  at  a  distance,  if  mutual  arrange- 
ments were  made  between  some  of  them  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  each  other's  bills,  I  take  the  liberty  to  submit  the 
following  suggestions  for  your  consideration : 

(<  IsL  Would  it  not  be  profitable  to  your  corporation,  as 
well  as  useful  to  the  public,  to  make  arrangements  and 
issue  bills  to  a  limited  amount,  payable  on  their  face  either 
at  your  own  bank  or  the  bank  with  whieh  you  make  the 
arrangement  1  This  has  already  been  done  by  some  in- 
stitutions, aud,  it  is  believed,  with  beneficial  effects. 

*'2d.  But,  if  this  is  not  considered  expedient,  would  it 
not  be  prudent  to  establish  with  certain  banks-  a  credit, 
mutual  if  you  choose,  to  redeem  and  reissue  a  certain 
amount  of  each  other^s  bills  as  they  may  be  needed  for  the 
purposes  before  mentioned  !  This  might  be  so  arranged 
as  to  expose  you  to  little  expense  or  risk  ;  and,  the  fact 
being  known,  would  extend  yuur  circulation  at  a  distance, 
and  often  furnish,  it  is  trusted,  a  currency  for  travelling 
aud  transmission  of  funds,  very  safe,  convenient,  and  ad- 
vantageous. 

'*  Any  aid  that  this  Department  could  lend  to  you  in  per- 
fecting such  arrangement,  by  transfer  drafts  or  otherwise, 
consistently  with  its  powers  and  the  public  interests,  will 
at  any  time  be  cheerfully  granted. 

**I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 
*« —  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

**  The  Pbbsubbvt  of  the — ." 

On  the  37th  of  January,   1835,  the  following  circular* 
was  Issued : 

••TRKAsrar  DxPAaTMXjrr, 
*•  Washington,  January  27,  1836.  » 

*',Sim  :  Finding  that  my  drcular  of  the  13th  December 
last  has  not,  in  all  instances,  been  fully  understood,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to  be 
enabled  to  present  a  conect  statement  of  all  the  domestic 
exchange  operations  of  the  selected  banks.  For  this  pur- 
pose, 1  have  to  request  that  your  statements,  semi-monthly, 
hereafter,  give  the  whole  of  your  operations,  whether  in 
drafU  on  other  places  purchased,  notes  payable  in  other 
places  discounted,  or  either,  collected.  The  latter  to  bo 
brought  into  the  statement  after  they  are  carried  to  tho 
credit  of  the  individuals  for  whom  collected,  together  with 
the  rates  in  all  cases,  dec.  Some  of  the  banks  have  sop- 
posed  that  the  request  of  the  13th  ultimo  was  not  intended 
to  embrace  paper  collected,  payable  out  of  the  city.  Where 
that  has  been  the  case,  I  have  to  request  that  all  omissions 
of  this  description,  since  the  1st  instant,  may  be  added  to 
the  next  return  made  to  this  Department. 

**  As  before  requested,  I  wish  a  statement  of  all  draAs  or 
checks  drawn  by  the  bank,  payable  any  where  out  of  the 
place  in  which  the  bank  drawing  is  located,  together  with 
the  rate,  dbc. 

«« As  early  as  convenient,  after  the  receipt  of  this,  I  will 
thank  you  to  forward  to  this  Department  a  statement  of 
the  places  upon  which  your  bank  collectai  or  purchases  do- 
mestic exchanges,  together  with  a  tarifl'of  the  rates  charg- 
ed, exclusive  of  interef^t.  1  will  also  thank  you  to  state 
the  extent,  geographically,  to  which  it  receives,  on  depos- 
ite, the  notes  of  Stale  banks,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
selected  banks;  also,  such  as  have  made  arrangements 
with  you  to  redeem  their  notes,  where  any  such  arrange- 
ment has  been  ma«le,  as  well  as  where  arrangements  may 
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have  been  made  with  other  banks  for  the  redemption  of 
year  notes. 

'*  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
••LEVI  WOODBURY, 
*«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
'•The  Cashibr  of  the Bank." 

On  the  6th  of  April;  1835,  the  following  was  issued : 
••Treasury  Department,  Aprils,  1835. 

<•  Itis  understood  that  the  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  receive  for  the  public  dues  only  such  State  bank 
notes  as  the  deposite  banks  are  willing  to  credit  at  par, 
have  been  construed  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  such  notes 
of  any  denomination.  The  undersigned  considers  it  high- 
ly beneficial  to  the  currency  of  the  country  and  the  safety 
of  the  banking  agents  employed  in  keeping  the  public  rev- 
enue, that  the  more  general  use  of  specie  for  the  small 
and  ordinary  transactions  of  society  should  be  encouraged ; 
and  as  the  disuse  of  bank  notes  of  a  low  denomination  is 
believed  to  be  the  surest  method  to  etfect  that  object,  and 
as  the  acts  of  Congress  do  not  expressly  require  the  receipt 
of  any  such  notes,  if  less  in  amount  than  five  dollars,  you 
are  hereby  directed,  after  the  30th  day  of  September  next, 
not  to  receive  in  payment  of  any  public  dues  banknotes  of 
any  denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

<<  You  are  also  apprized  that  it  is  in  contemplation  by  this 
Department,  after  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  [t»hould  Con- 
gress in  the  meantime  make  no  new  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject,] to  exercise  the  discretionary  powers,  which  it  is  sup- 
posed will  then  belong  to  it,  over  the  receipt  of  paper 
money  of  any  denomination  for  the  public  revenue,  and 
to  extend  the  restriction  on  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  for  it, 
to  all  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars.  For  the 
greater  security  of  the  banking  institutions  emnloyed  by 
the  Treasury,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  cwfency  by 
the  fuller  restoration  of  that  specie  circolatlon  for  common 
purpossii,  which  seems  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
.constitution,  it  is  intended  then  to  makie  arrangements,  if 
practicable,  to  discontinue  the  use  of  any  bank  as  a  fiscal 
agent  which  shall  thereafter  continue  to  issue  notes  of  a 
less  denomiuation  than  five  dollars,  and  which  shall,  after 
some  subsequent  period,  to  be  then  designated,  continue  f8 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

••  The  course  proposed  to  lie  pursued  hereailLer  on  this 
subject  by  the  Treasury,  is  now  indicated  with  a  view  to 
insure  suitable  notice  of  the  changes  contemplated.'' 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1836,  the  following  was 
issued : 

«•  To  receivers  of  public  moneys,  col/ecfors,  disbursing  offi- 
cers, and  the  deposite  banks  oftfie  United  States. 
••Treasurt  Department, 

**  February  22,   1836. 

**  The  established  policy  of  the  Treasury  Department,  so 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  under  its  present  powers  over  the 
collection,  keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
is  to  diminish  the  circulation  of  small  banknotes,  and  to 
substitute  specie,  and  especially  gold,  for  such  notes,  with 
the  view  of  rendering  the  currency  of  the  country,  through 
which  its  fiscal  operations  arc  performed,  more  safe,  sound, 
and  uniform.  In  pursuance  of  that  policy,  a  circular  was 
issued  last  April,  which  prohibited,  after  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  the  receipt,  on  account  of  the  Government,  of 
any  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars ; 
and  which  iniimated  that  other  steps  to  promote  the  desi- 
rable objects  befurc  named,  would,  in  due  time,  be  taken. 

«*  Consequently,  in  further  pursuance  of  the  same  policy, 
you  afh  hereby  required,  after  the  1st  of  May  next,  not  to 
pay  the  demands  of  any  public  officer  or  creditor  in  any 
bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and, 
except  when  it  may  be  otherwise  prescribed  by  law,  after 
the  4th  of  July  next,  not  to  receive  or  pay  on  account  of 
the  Government  any  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars. 


"  All  the  deposite  banks  are  requested  to  supply  them- 
selves with  such  a  quantity  of  American  gold  coin  as  to  be 
able  to  pay,  and,  when  a  public  officer  or  creditor  prefers 
it,  and  his  demand  docs  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars, 
to  pay  at  least  one-fifth  of  such  demand  in  that  coin.  It 
is  also  requested  that  the  deposite  banks  will  not,  after  the 
4th  of  July  next,  issue  any  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars;  and  that  after  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
they  will  not,  unless  the  subject  be  otherwise  regulated  by 
Congress,  issue  any  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars.  It  is  believed  that  the  amount  of  gold,  which  by 
that  lime  shall  be  coined  at  the  mint,  will  be  suflScient  to 
admit  of  the  convenient  substitution  of  it  for  small  notes  in 
a  much  greater  extent  than  at  present;  and  it  is  deemed 
reasonable,  that  while  the  deposite  banks  have  the  use, 
without  interest,  of  unusually  large  sums  of  the  public 
money,  they  should  make  some  further  temporary  sacrifices 
to  obtain  and  circulate  gold,  and  in  other  respects  to  en- 
large the  8)>ecie  basis  of  our  circulating  medium.  From 
these  considerations,  and  from  the  liberal  spirit  evinced  by 
most  of  the  public  depositories,  in  a  late  correspondence 
with  them  on  this  subject,  it  is  confidently  expected  that, 
in  this  state  of  things,  they  will  cheerfully  comply  with  the 
above  requests,  and  with  all  others  which  have  been  made 
by  the  Department,  with  a  view  of  improving  the  currency ; 
nor  will  It,  I  trust,  be  considered  unjust  or  impolitic, 
while  the  deposite  banks  shall  continue  to  enjoy  great  priv- 
ileges from  the  Treasury,  lo  regard  a  neglect  or  refusal  by 
any  of  them  to  comply  with  those  requests  as  sufiicieot 
cause  for  discontinuing  the  employment  of  such  banks  as 
fiscal  agents. 

•<  At  a  proper  time  it  will  be  decided,  under  what  circum- 
stances, and  at  what  periods,  these  rcstiictions  on  the 
agents  and  olHcers  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  extended  to 
notes  of  any  denomination  under  twenty  dollars. 

••  This  communication  is  made  with  the  sanction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  till 
otherwise  prescribed  by  Congress,  or  by  this  Department, 
these  requirements  and  requei<ts  will  be  faithfully  comprRil 
with  by  all  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Department,  and  all  the 
collecting  and  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government. 
"LEVI  WOODBURY,  ' 
•*  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^ 

And,  sir,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  the  celebrated 
specie  circular  went  forth,  like  a  bull  from  the  Vatican. 

••  To  receivers  ofpubUc  money,  and  the  deposite  banks. 
••Treasurt  Departhxxt,  July  11,  1836. 

*•  In  consequence  of  complaints  which  have  been  made  of 
frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of 
the  public  lands,  and  the  aid  which  is  said  to  be  given  to 
effect  these  objects  by  excessive  bank  credits,  and  danger- 
ous, if  not  partial,  facilities  through  bank  drafts  and  bank 
deposites,  and  the  general  evil  influence  likely  torcsulltothe 
public  interests,  and  especially  the  safety  of  the  great  amount 
of  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  sound  condition  of  the 
currency  of  the  country  from  the  further  exchange  of  the 
national  domain  in  this  manner,  and  chiefly  for  bank  credits 
and  paper  money,  the  President  of  the  United  States  hai 
given  directions,  and  you  are  hereby  instructctl,  after  the 
15th  day  of  August  next,  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lands  nothing  except  what  is  directed  by  ihc  existing  lavs, 
viz:  gold  and  silver^  and,  in  the  proper  cases,  Virginia  land 
scrip. 

•«  The  principal  objects  of  the  President  in  adopting  this 
measure  being^to  repress  alleged  frauds,  and  to  withhold 
any  countenance  or  facilities  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  hands 
of  speculators  and  capitalists,  to  the  injury  of  the  actual 
settlers  in  the  new  States,  and  of  emigrants  in  search  of 
new  homes,  as  well  as  to  discourage  the  ruinous  extension 
of  hank  tssui's  and  bank  credits,  by  which  those  results  are 
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generally  rappoeed  to  be  promoted,  yoar  utmost  vigilance 
is  required,  and  relied  on,  to  ctrry  this  order  into  complete  I 
execQtion." 

Such  are  some  of  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackson  in 
taking  care  of  the  currency  !  Here  we  see  a  series  of 
Treasury  circulars,  which  were  issued  during  the  period  of 
the  last  three  years,  coming  up  to  the  present  fiscal  year 
almost,  all  issued  hy  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  objects  avowed  on  their  faces,  to  make  the  notes 
•f  depocite  banks  "a  convenient  medium  for  circulation  in 
travelling" — to  extend  circulation  at  a  distance — ^to  consti- 
tute a  safe  and  convenient  and  advantageous  mode  of 
transmitting  funds — to  take  accounts  of  exchange  opera* 
lions — to  aaeertain  the  geography  even  of  notes  received 
on  deposite — ^to  promote  measures  '<  highly  beneficial  to  the 
currency  of  the  country"— «to  raise  the  denomination  of 
small  notes  to  be  issued,  in  order  to  circulate  specie— to 
render  the  currency  safe,  sound,  and  uniform,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  constitution — to  require  the  banks  to  make 
sacrifiees  to  this  policy — to  discourage  the  overissues  of 
hanks — taking  trade,  commerce,  circulation,  currency, 
bank  notes,  specie,  the  country,  and  all  that  is  in  it,  under 
the  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  of  the  Executive  alone. 
And  now,  sir,  are  we  coolly  told  that  these  measures  are 
not  within  the  constitutional  province  of  the  entire  Federal 
Government !  This  is  new  1  this  is  false !  this  is  flagrant 
inauJt  added  to  outrage !  this  is  a  total  departure,  I  affirm, 
from  the  principles  and  policy  of  General  Jackson ;  and 
that,  I  suppose,  is  capping  the  climax  of  enormities  with 
his  Mind  followers !  The  Federal  Government  cannot  re* 
gulate  currency  and  exchange,  but  it  may  prevent  the  over- 
prodaction  of  cotton  !  It  cannot  regulate  currency  and  ex- 
change^  but  it  may  take  into  its  keeping  the  consciences 
and  morals  of  the  people  f  It  cannot  regulate  currency  and 
exchange,  but  it  may  pass  bankrupt  laws  to  put  in  durance 
vile  every  State  corporation  of  the  Union !  Such  are 
President  Van  Boron's  first  steps  in  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration. 

Sir,  this  doctrine  is  so  new  that  the  President,  through- 
out tfais  very  message,  except  in  those  parts  where  he  is 
expressly  asserting  this  strange  doctrine  thit  the  Federal 
Crovernraeot  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  currency  of  the 
cottotry,  forgets  himself,  and  contradicts  the  position  from 
the  mere  habit  of  his  own  mind  to  conceive  the  contrary. 
He  speaka  of  **the  embarrassments  in  the  pecuniary  af- 
fairs of  the  country  diminishing  the  putrfic  revenue  so 
much  that  the  accruing  receipts,  with  the  reserved  five  mil- 
lions, woold  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  unavoidable 
expenses  of  Government,  until  the  usual  session  of  Con- 
greaa.**     And  is  it  so,   that  the  embarrassments  of  the 
country   do  thus  embarrass   the  Grovernment,   stop    its 
wheels,  snd  yet  the  Government  has  not  power  to  do  the 
only  CiMRg  on  earth  which  can  relieve  itself  from  these  em- 
barrassments, and  permanently  prevent  their  recurrence-— 
reg«iUie  the  currency  t     Did  **  the  difliculties  experienced 
by  the  mercantile  interests  force  them  to  apply  for  inJul- 
genee  cm  duty  bonds  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments!'*    And  yet  has  the  Government,  the  collection  of 
who9e  revenue  is  thus  suspended  or  stopped,  no  power  to 
atiibrtl  facilities  for  the  payment  of  its  dues,  or  no  power 
to  seeare  \^^r  payment  at  all  by  some  system,  to  strength- 
en  oommercial  confidence,  and  enlHrge  the  capacities  of 
trade  1     Sir,  the  President  himself,  I  repeat,  speaks  con- 
atantiy  in  this  message,  of  the  poficy  of  Government  in 
relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  as  if  there  was, 
and  should  be,  some  policy  of  the  kind,     ^o  one  can  read 
his  message,  and  not  see  that  he  contradicts  himself,  and 
does  not  in  reality  entertain  any  such  novel  and  absurd 
opinion  as  that  a  Government  possessing  the  powers  and 
do  ties  which  this  does  cannot  take  care  that  there  shall 
always  be  a  safe  and  sound  circulating  medium,  and  a 
Boon«i    condition  of  commerce,  v^and  abundant  means  of 


trade,  foreign  and  domestic,  without  which  Government 
debtors  cannot  be  sound  or  able,  and  without  which  the 
resources  of  revenue  must  always  be  meager,  unstable,  or 
exhausted.     What,  sir,  are  the  duties  of  this  Government 
and  its  powers?     Congress  shall  lay  and  collect  taxr?, 
duties,  imposts,   and  exciftes;  It  shall  pay  debts;  it  shall 
make  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform ;  it  shall  re- 
gulate commerce  with  foreign   nations,    and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  it  shall  estab- 
lish uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies ;  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;  provide  for   the 
punishment  of  counterfeiting   the  securities  and  current 
coin  of  the  United  States ;  declare  war !  raise  and  support 
armies !  provide  and   maintain   a  navy !  make  all   laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  foregoing  powers.     And  yet,  sir,  the  President 
s&ys  it  shall  not,  it  cannot,   provide  the  only  means  of  ex- 
ecuting any  or  all  of  these  powers— the  sinews  of  war,  the 
security  of  peace — a  sound  currency  for  the  country  !    Ay, 
but  he  says  it  may  demand  the  *<  constitutional  currency" 
for  the  Government !     How  can  the  Government  demand 
specie,  whilst  the  people  have  not  specie  to  pay  ?     Specie 
is  no  more  a  constitutional  currency  than  good  convertible 
paper.     The  provision  in  the  constitution  which  makes 
nothing  else  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  payment 
of  debts,  does  not  require  the  (Tovernment  to  exact  specie. 
It  is  only  another  provision  of  that  wise  instrument  which 
guards  the  modd  by  which  Congress  shall  regulate  the 
currency,  make  it  sound  by  basing  it  on  specie,  and  make 
it  safe  and  efficient  by  being  easily  convertible.     Sir,  the 
fact  is,  that  the  Executive  has  tinkered  and  oobblcKl  the 
currency,  until  it  is  past  mending.     The  Ex  and  the  f  n- 
President  have  practised  upon  its  health  until  the  patient 
has  died  upon  their  hands,  of  their  wretched  quackery. 
Now  they  wish  to  give  up  its  cure,  or  its  resuscitation,  as 
a  bad  job.     Now  their  only  rt* fuge  from  political  or  pro- 
fe:'sional  disgrace  is  in  saying  it  was  ever  immedicable  by 
Government.     After  exerting  all  their  power  and  their 
skill  to  make  the  currency  better,  now  that  it  has  become 
worse  than  was  ever  predicted  by  the  regular  practitioners, 
they  insist  that  they  never  exerted,  and  never  can  exert, 
any  power  or  skill  in  the  case ;  for  they  never  had  either ! 
Sir,  as  to  power,  they  had  too  much  to  destroy ;  as  to  skill, 
they  never  had  any  to  reanimate  or  to  restore !    God  help 
a  patient  in  such  hands !    Their  want  of  skill  and  want  of 
honesty  in  this  case  would  constitute  murder,  if  the  pa- 
tient were  a  human  being  whom  they  had  destroyed,  in- 
stead of  the  country  and  its  private  ftnd  public  interests. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  Government  not  to  interfere  with 
the  currency  of  the  country.     When  it  ceases  to  perform 
the  functions  of  Government — ^when  it  ceases  to  raise,  re- 
ceive, keep,  transfer,  disburse  revenue — when  it  erases  to 
use  custom-houses  and  land  offices,  tax-gatherers  and  col- 
lectors— when  it  disbands  its  one  hundred  thousand  stye- 
fed  officeholders — ^when  it  dismantles  its  navy,  and  dis- 
bands its  standing  army— when  Congress  ceases  to  sir, 
and  the  President  no  longer  draws  his  salary— then,  and 
not  till  ihen,  may  he  say  to  the  |)eople.  Pay  what  you  owe 
the  Government  in  apecie;  take  what  you  can  get  from  the 
Government,  and  get  the  specie  as  best  you  may  ;  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with  the  pocketa  of  the  people ! 
Sir,   you  are   not  witling  to  bargain  with  the  people  to 
hold  hands  off;  to  agree  that  you  will  go  to  them  for  noth- 
ing if  they  will  come  to  you  for  nothing.     No,  sir,  if  you 
will  not  collect  yeariy  from  the  people  some  twenty  or 
thirty  millions  of  dolhrs,  and  expend  more  than  you  col- 
lect, they  will  not  ask  you  to  regulate  the  currency.  They 
ask  nothing  more ;  when,  whore  have  they  claimed  of  Go- 
vernment to  •*  aid  individuals  in  the  transfer  of  their  funds,*' 
or  in  the  transporution  of  their  merchandise  1     When  or 
where  have  they  asked  Government  "to  make  men  rich, 
or  to  repair,  by  direct  granU  of  money,  or  legiislation  in 
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favor  of  particular  purfiuiis,  loeses  not  incurred  in  the  pub- 
lic service  V*  Sir,  thougli  the  Executive  has  reduced  our 
people  to  beggary,  by  interfering  with  **  individual  con- 
cerns," roost  oppressively  and  cruelly  and  imcoiistitutioa- 
ally,  yet  have  they  not  coino  as  *<  beggars"  to  their  own 
Government — their  own  servants !  All  they  demand  is, 
in  the  language  of  this  message,  «  a  system  of  general 
laws  commensurate  with,  but  not  exceeding,  the  objects  of 
the  establishment  of  good  government;  leaving  every  citi- 
xen  and  every  interest  to  reap,  under  ita  l)enign  protection, 
the  rewards  of  virtue,  indusUy,  and  prudence."  But, 
what  virtue  can  now  withstand  the  corruption  of  "  the 
Government  1"  What  industry  can  now  live  under  the 
present  system  of  Government  pillage  1  What  prudence 
can  now  fon'see  or  calculate  the  ruinous  results  of  wild 
experiments  1  Virtue  is  cast  to  the  dogs !  Industry  is 
rifled  and  picked !  Prudence  isv  baffled,  and  stands  dis- 
mayed !  • 

In  the  next  place,  sir,  the  President  again  attacks  the 
Bank  of  the  Uuiud  States.  Again  is  the  dead  monsler 
pierced,  and  without  doubt  in  time.  This  is  now  the  fifth 
Executive  miMile,  in  four  years,  hurled  against  it!  The 
United  States  Bank  will  be  like  a  man  hung  by  the  neck 
nntil  he  is  dead — dead — dead!  But,  sir,  I  am  beginning 
to  hope  that,  like  Lazurus,  though  it  stinketh,  it  will  yet 
«  come  forth,"  with  the  grave  clothes  on.  I  ^ee  signs  of 
its  coming,  and  therefore  I  wish  to  prepare  the  minds  oi 
ihe  people  to  see  no  spectre—no  hobgoblin — no  monster. 
In  respect  to  that  institution,. sir,  I  join  issue  with  the  Pres- 
ident and  all  its  enemies  in  advance.  And  I  do  this, 
though  unnecessary  now,  because  on  this  suliiect  I  have 
no  fears  and  no  concealments.  I  am  willing  to  trust  the 
intelligence  and  the  virtue  of  the  people  who  send  me 
here.  I  maintain,  then  :  1st.  That  a  national  bank  is  con- 
stitutional. 2d.  It  is  expedient.  3d.  It  is  the  best  friend, 
financial  and  commercial,  especially  of  the  South.  4th. 
And  lastly,  it  is  the  best  bulwark  which  can  now,  by  law, 
be  established  in  defence  of  the  civil  liberty  of  the  country. 
AH  these  propositions  I  am  now  ready  to  maintain  to  the 
.uttermost. 

A  national  bank  is  constitutional.  Congress  has  the 
power  to  charter  a  bank  cor|M>ration.  Sir,  let  me  hero  ob- 
serve, that  it  is  remarkable  the  President  does  not  say  in 
his  message  it  is  unconstitutional.  His  principal  reason 
for  not  co-operating  in  the  re-establishment  of  a  national 
bank  is,  because  **it  would  be  to  disregard  the  popular 
will,"— -because  he  believes  <<  a  majority  of  the  people  to  be 
irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  measure."  Now,  sir,  this  is 
ominous  of  what  I  have  more  than  once  predicted — if  a 
majority  of  the  pf'ople  shall  clearly  and  unequivocally  ex- 
press thfir  will  in  favor  of  the  esUblishment  of  such  an 
tnstituuon,  be  will  give  it  his  sanction.  Will  he,  who  has 
lived  and  moved  and  hail  his  political  being  in  the  breath 
of  another  man's  popularity,  and  who  is  now  vulgarly  re- 
iterating that  man's  dii^gusang  demagoguism,  ever  dare  to 
disreganl  the  popular  will  when  it  shall  come  up,  as  it  will, 
like  the  rushing  of  the  mighty  waters — **  terrible  as  an 
army  with  banners  1"  No,  air,  he  will  quail  into  his  own 
uuer  helplessness !  He  is  no  hero  to  ride  upon  the  whiii- 
wind  and  direct  the  storm ;  and,  sir,  if  Jackson  himself 
were  here  again,  the  people  would  tell  him— *' Sir,  your 
oxperiment  has  failed,  wo  have  been  gulled  and  ruined !" 
"  Sir,  Congress  has  certain,  powers  conferred  upon  it  to 
be  exercised,  and  certain  duties  imposed  upon  it  to  be  dis- 
charged and  performed : 

Ito  powers,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  are : 

*<To  lay  and  collect  uxes,  duties  imposts,  and  excises; 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  Sutes." 

«To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Stales. 

*•  To  regulate  commerce  with  forego  nations  and  among 
Iha  aeveral  States*"  dto. 


**  To  coin  moiiey«  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of 
foreign  coin,"  &c. 

<*  To  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  rogula- 
tione  respecting  the  teriitoryi  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States." 

Such  are  the  powers  quoad  hoc.  Among  the  dutin 
most  important  to  be  enumerated  is  that  of  making  **aU 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform  throughout  the  United 
Sute4i." 

Now,  sir,  how  are  these  powers  and  duties  imperatively 
required  of  Congress  to  be  exercised  and  performed,  to  be 
executed  1  Are  not  tlie  means  granted  ?  Expressly.  The 
constitution  says  :  *<  The  Congress  shall  have  power— 

<*  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  executicm  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  or  in  any  dcfMirtment  or  officer 
thereof." 

Here  is  a  striking  feature  in  this  great  instniment 
Every  power  is  specific,  every  duty  is  specific ;  but  the  nicaof 
are  not  specified,  and  the  Government  is  left  unlimited  and 
unrestricted  as  to  means,  save  by  the  terms  **  necessary" 
and  <*  proper;"  that  is,  it  is  confineil  only  to  such  meant 
as  are  <*  necessary"  to  the  ends  of  some  one,  or  all,  of  the 
granted,  specified  powers  or  duties ;  and  to  such  w  ar0 
**  proper,'*  that  is,  consistent  with,  or  fit,  or  congenial  to  tbe 
form  of  our  Government  and  the  nature  of  ita  powen  and 
duties.  And,  sir,  this  distinction  between  tbe  (lowenand 
duties  of  the  Federal  Government  and  tbe  means  of  exe- 
cuting these  powers  and  duties  is  a  full  and  complete  an- 
awer  to  the  ofl-repeated  objection  drawn  from  the  imper- 
fectly understood  fact  that  the  convention  of  1787  rejected 
a  proposition  to  grant  the  power  of  incorporation.  To 
have  granted  a  general  power  of  creating  corporatiooi 
would  have  granted  too  much ;  it  would  have  included  rer- 
tain  corpoiatiuns,  ecclesiastical  or  others  it  might  have 
been,  uncongenial  and  inconsistent  with  our  instituiioni. 
And  lo  grant  the  power  of  creating^  speeific  corporationi 
would  have  been  to  enumerate  one  means  of  executing 
granted  powers  to  the  exclusion  of  all  oihers,  upon  tbe 
principle  of  **  edt^ress/o  tunius  est  exekiHo  alierius"  The 
framers  of  the  constitution  preferred  rather  in  their  wis- 
dom to  confine  the  Government  only  in  the  selection  of 
means  to  such  as  were  necessary  and  proper.  If  a  paiticn- 
lar  corporation  should  be  found  to  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  execute  some  one  or  all  of  the  granted  and  enomeri ted 
powers  or  duties,  they  left  it  to  the  law  to  create  such  a 
corporation  under  the  general  and  comprehensive  grant 
**  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  intx> 
execution  such  powers  or  duties."  And  they  left  it  lothe 
aound  discretion  of  Congress  to  select,  of  cour-e,  the  best 
means  thereby ;  inasmuch  as  the  particular  corporationi 
they  might  have  chosen  to  grant  might  in  time  have  proved 
to  be  the  worst  means  of  executing  the  granted  power*- 
It  would  have  been  unwine  and  in^poeeible  for  them  or 
for  us,  were  we  now  making  the  constitution  anew,  to 
attempt  to  enumerate  tlie  granted  roeans.  Tbey  shoold 
have  heon  omniscient  to  provide  such  as  would,  throughout 
all  time  and  under  all  circumstancea,  have  been  the  beit 
Not  knowing  what  would  always  he  the  beat  to  be  used, 
they  lef^  wisely  left,  in  Congress  an  option  of  jneana,  scr 
cording  to  the  wants  and  corKlition  of  the  country,  re- 
quiring the  exercise  of  powers  and  the  diacbarge  of  duties. 

Again,  sir,  not  only  is  Congreaea  unreetricied  and  un- 
limited in  the  employment  of  means  to  execute  its  granted 
powers,  except,  as  I  have  said,  by  the  terms  Doccesary  sad 
proper ;  but  Congress  is  independent  also  as  to  these  roeant. 
To  Congress  are  these  means  given.  The  existence  of 
Suie  banks  is  urged,  or  has  been^not  now,  I  auppoee— 
as  a  reason  against  the  necessity  of  creatinfg  a  national  bank. 
It  was  not  necessary,  because  tbe  meana  of  other  Govero- 
ineuta-*-th0  Sute  Governmeote— might  be  employed.    At 
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to  it!  granted  powen,  and  the  mMtts  of  exeeating  them, 
this  Federal  Government  is  as  independent  of  the  State 
Govemmenta  aa  it  is  of  France  or  Italy,  and  as  the  Stetes 
are  of  it  in  reepeet  to  their  reserved  rights.  To  no  foreign 
power  under  the  son  is  this  Government  bound  to  look,  or 
obliged  to  depend  on  none,  for  means  to  execute  its  consti* 
tational  powers. 

The  <|uestion  then,  sir«  is  reduced  simply  to  this :  Is  a 
national  bank  necessary  and  proper  to  collect  the  taxes,  to 
pay  the  debts,  to  negotiate  the  loans,  to  regulate  the  for^gn 
commerce  and  the  internal  trade,  to  dispose  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  to  regulate  the  value  of 
money  in  the  country,  and  to  enable  Congress  to  fulfil  the 
duty  of  making  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States  1  Sir,  I  will  leave  it  to  forty 
years'  experience  to  answer  the  question  on  all  these  points; 
the  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  cannot  err  in  recount- 
ing to  you  what  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  did  in  col- 
lecting, and  keeping,  and  transferring  the  public  revenue, 
without  costs  or  charges,  and  without  loss ;  what  it  was 
bound  to  do  in  case  the  Government  needed  to  borrow 
money ;  what  it  did  in  equalizing  and  facilitating  exchanges 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce  ;  what  it  did  in  paying 
penaioneni,  and  in  accommodating  Government  in  selling, 
and  the  people  in  purchasing,  public  lands ;  what  were  its 
salutary  and  steady  influences  in  regulating  the  money 
market  and  the  value  of  money,  and  its  uses  in  rendering 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform !  Its  notes  were  bet- 
ter than  fine  gold  everywhere—at  land  offices,  custom- 
hoQsea,  to  the  Indian  and  the  traveller,  to  the  Government 
and  the  people,  at  home,  in  the  North  and  South,  East 
and  West ;  and  abroad,  in  the  East  Indies,  they  command- 
ed a  premium ! 

Twice  has  a  national  bank  been  chartered,  and  again 
and  again  has  its  constitutional  validity  been  sanctioned  by 
every  department  of 'the  Government,  Executive,  Legisla- 
tive and  Judicial,  and  by  all  parties,  democratic  and  feder- 
al, and  admitted  by  every  Premdent  of  the  United  States, 
ffoiB    Waahington  to  Van  Buren,  Jackson  not  excepted, 
and  acquiesced  in  by  the  people.     The  6rat  bank  charter 
was  proposed  within  two  years  from  the  period  of  framing 
the  conatitotion.     It  was  formed  in   1 787,  and  a  bank  of 
the  United  Slates  created  in  1789 !     In  tlio  Congress  of 
1789,  many  members  of  the  convention  which  framed  the 
constitution  sat,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  them  voted  to 
charter  a  national  bank.      Mr.  Madison,  who  then  was 
one  of  thoae  members  of  the  convention  who  opposed  the 
bank  charter,   afterwards,  when  President  of  the  United 
Statee,  gave  it  his  sanction  upon  the  principle  of  ** start 
decin»J''*     The    question  of  the  constitutional    power  of 
Congress  vras  submitted  in  1789  to  General  Washington, 
who  was  president  of  the  convention,  and  he  referred  it 
for  solemn  advice  to  the  heads  of  the  departments — two  of 
whooi  were   also    members   of  the   federal   convention. 
Hamilton,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  author, 
in  party  of  the  Federalist,  who  understood  the  history  of 
the  constitution  as  well  as,  if  not  better  than,  any  man, 
maintained  that  the  power  was  constitutional,  and  Ran- 
dolph,  Attorney  General,  dissented.     The  latter  and  Mr. 
itSktsoii^   who  was  not  a  meml)er  of  the  federal  conven- 
tion, and  tvbo  alone,  by-thc  by,  made  the  point  that  the 
proposition  to  grant  incorporations  was  rejected,  gave  in 
their  writteA  opinions  on  one  side,  and  Hamilton  submit- 
ted bis   on  the  other.    General   Washington,  who  knew 
all  the  fflurts  of  the  history  of  the  constitution,  necessarily, 
from  bis  presiding  in   the  convention,  sided  with  Hamil- 
ton, and,  after  months  of  anxious  and  careful  deliberation 
and  inquiry,  sanctioned  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  national 
bank  !       History,  authority  of  decisions  in  every  form, 
and    the    practice  of  the  Government   from  its   founda- 
tion, all   concur  in  establishing  the  validity  of  a  nation- 
al bank  charter.     Shall  these  bo  overruled  by  one  man 
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in  the  nation  ?     Shall  nothing  be  decided  under  our  sys- 
tem ? 

The  word  "necessary"  was  given  in  an  absolute  sense 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  is  plain  the  term  is  not  so  meant  in 
the  consOtution,  because,  if  so,  it  would  exclude  the  use 
of  all  means  whatever,  and  totally  destroy  all  option  or  se- 
lection of  means.  One  could  not  be  employed,  because 
another  might.  One  is  not  absolutely  necessary  because 
the  other  exists.  I'he  employment  of  State  banks  is  not 
absolutely  necessaiy,  because  subtieasuriaj  may  be  used, 
and  subtreasnries  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  because 
State  banks  may  be  employed.  Their  unconstitutionality 
may  be  demonstrated  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  that 
of  a  national  bank.  There  are  no  means  absolutely  ne- 
cessary in  all  life ;  there  is  no  one  tool  or  agent  in  mechan- 
ici^  or  power  in  natural  philosophy,  absolutely  necessary ; 
bread  itself  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  human 
life,  because  some  other  article  as  a  substitute  may  be  used 
as  food.  The  very  existence  of  more  means  than  one,  de- 
stroys the  absoluteness  of  the  necessity  of  any ;  and  to  say 
that  one  shall  not  be  used  because  the  othera  exist,  is  to 
destroy  the  power  of  choosing  the  best  means  altogether. 
The  constitution  cookl  never  have  intended  that  Congress 
might  employ  the  worst,  and  should  not  l^ave  the  power 
of  selecting  the  best  means  to  execute  its  delegated  powers 
and  duties  I  Such  a  conclusion  is  the  absurd  one  to  which 
those  who  oppose  the  constitutionality  of  a  bank  charter 
are  reduced. 

The  next  question,  then,  is--is  a  United  States  Bank 
expedient — is  it  the  best  mfeans  1  Sir,  it  is  vain  to  argue 
this.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  chaos  and  confusion  out  of 
which  the  last  national  bank  brought  order  and  credit  and 
confidence.  I  will  not  appeal  to  a  comparisoii  of  the  rates 
of  exchange.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  premiums  on  silver 
and  gold.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  traveller,  to  the  laborer. 
I  will  not  appeal  to  the  restraint  upon  an  increase  of  local 
bank  capital,  issues,  loans,  and  discounts.  I  will  not  ap- 
peal to  Siam  for  the  uniformity  of  the  circulation  of  its 
notes  and  their  value.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  conducted  all  its  business  relations  with  the  Gov- 
ernment—to the  uniformity  of  taxes,  or  to  the  exact  equali- 
ty, under  its  influence,  of  Grovemment  officera  and  the 
people,  and  of  Government  creditors  and  debtors  ;  but,  sir, 
I  remind  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickxks,] 
of  the  report,  able,  clear,  and  unanswerable,  of  George 
McDuffie,  his  illustrious  predecessor,  in  1828,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  I  appeal  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  height  of  the  last  administration's  wishes  but  to 
attain  to  the  perfection  of  a  national  bank  in  organizing  its 
system  of  local  deposits  banks !  Sir,  it  is  too  late  in  the 
day  now  for  any  man  to  presume  to  say,  against  all  ex- 
perience, delightful  and  rueful,  of  all  times,  in  peace  and 
in  war,  with  and  without  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
that  such  an  institution  is  net  expedient.  Sir,  I  have  said 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  reiterates  the  miserable  demagoguism 
of  his  predecessor — he  exceeds  it  in  the  passage  which 
says: 

*<The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  vast  powera 
conferred  on  it  by  Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  pre- 
vent former  and  similar  embarrassments  ;  nor  has  the  still 
greater  strength  it  has  been  said  to  possess  under  iu  pres- 
ent charter  enabled  it,  in  the  existing  emergency,  to  check 
other  institutions,  or  even  to  save  itself." 

Here  we  see  a  President  of  the  United  States,  the  high- 
est oflScer  on  earth,  resorting  to  falsehood  itself  to  catch 
vulgarity  and  ignorance !  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true 
that  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States  did  not  or  could  not 
prevent  former  and  similar  embarrassments :  there  never 
was  embarrassment  similar  to  the  present — embarrassment 
so  extensive,  deeply  pervading,  and  universally  following, 
a  long-continued  prosperity  in  trade,  and  a  rich  harvest  of 
profound  peace.     It  is  true  that  in  1819  the  laBt  national 
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^ank  did,  though  like  a  strong  man  under  an  immenBe 
harden,  stagger  under  the  weighlof  embarrassments  which 
followed  war  and  the  many  years'  want  of  a  great  regulu- 
for  of  currency ;  but  as  a  strong  man— omnipotent  to  save — 
U  did  clear  away  the  wreck — it  wrestled  with  derangements 
and  embarrassments  unprecedented,  and  subdued  the  task 
of  restoring  us  to  a  state  of  commercial  health  and  pros- 
perity unexampled  in  the  annals  of  finance  and  trade.  It 
took  a  giant  to  rescue  the  country  from  its  oppressive 
difficulties,  and  a  giant  that  bank  proved  itself  for  much 
good  and  no  mischief!  But,  sir,  the  falsehood  which  I 
mean  here  to  expose  ii«  (he  base  subterfuge  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  treating  a  local  bank  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  nation- 
al— a  United  States  Bank.  Had  he  no  other  resort  than 
this  ever  weak  and  immoral  subterfuge  of  the  vanquished 
wicked — to  take  up  a  mere  name  for  a  defence,  or  a  shield 
and  buckler?  Did  Congress  charter  the  State  bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  called  only  by  the  name  of  a  United  States 
Bank  1  Had  that  institution  the  credit  of  this  federal  Gov- 
ernment at  its  back — has  it  not  all  the  opposition  and 
hatred  of  the  federal  Executive  1  Would  not  any  other 
local  or  State  bank — any  one  of  them  which  that  same  Ex- 
ecutive has  been  petting  and  stimulating  to  ruin  the  coun- 
try— with  the  same  name,  **  smell  as  sweet  1"  Have  they 
done  any  more  to  check  other  institutions  or  to  save  them- 
selves ?  Does  the  virtue  of  a  national  bank  consist  in  a 
mere  '* cognomen  ?"  Fie!  fie  !  sir,  upon  such  ad  captan- 
dum  demagoguism  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  ! 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pjckkxs,] 
in  lilce  manner,  says  that  (he  Bank  of  the  United  States 
never  restored  the  currency ;  and,  sir,  permit  me  to  tell  the 
gentlemen  that,  like  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
contradicts  himself.  In  one  breath  they  tell  us  that  the 
Government  credit  did  every  thing  and  does  every  thing  to 
insure  the  soundness  and  efficiency  of  banking  institutions, 
and  in  the  next  breath  they  boast  that  the  Pennsylvania 
bank,  without  the  Government  credit,  and  with  the  Govern- 
ment opposition,  did  not,  and  could  not  save  itself!  In  one 
breath  they  tell  us  that  the  Government  may  "take  a  beg- 
gar from  off  the  streets,"  [Mr.  Cairo uk  in  the  Senate,]  and 
attribute  him  with  commercial  and  financial  power  and  cred- 
it, may  make  him  a  safe  and  sound  banker;  and  in  the  next 
breath  they  call  out  to  us  for  help,  for  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  for  Treasury  notes,  for  indulgence  on 
duty  bonds,  for  the  means  of  assisting  a  bankrupt  Treasury, 
for  the  reason  that  some  eighty  or  ninety  local  State  banks, 
which  Grovemment  has  been  backing  with  its  credit  for  four 
years,  have  suspended  specie  paymenu !  In  one  breath  they 
tell  us  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  never  restored 
the  currency  ;  and  in  the  next  they  admit  that  if  we  con- 
tinue to  take  local  bank  paper,  we  must  have  a  national 
bank,  to  check  the  local  institutions  and  purify  the  curren- 
cy !  Sir,  it  is  true  that  the  Government  credit  does  much, 
it  does  every  thing  when  it  fortifies  and  guaranties  a  na- 
tional bank.  lU  credit,  organized  in  that  form,  is  all  that 
is  now  wanting;  but  it  does  nothing  but  mischief  when 
afforded  to  individuals  or  to  local  corporations.  It  stimu- 
lates to  excesses,  and  is  itself  weak  to  restore  an  equilib- 
rium-—in  fact,  is  the  first  to  suffer  from  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion and  debauchery.  It  requires  more  help,  for  its  pro- 
tection, from  a  national  bank,  than  it  can  possibly  confer 
upon  any  other  form  of  fiscal  and  commercial  agency.  If 
a  bank  of  the  United  States  does  not  tend  to  restore  the 
currency,  why  did  Mr.  Calhoun  propose,  in  1834,  to  un- 
bank  the  banks  with  such  an  institution  ?  The  Govern- 
ment was  then  fully  divorced  from  all  banks ;  all  that  had 
to  be  done  was  to  withhold  the  deposites  from  them.  Now, 
sir,  the  Government  is  married  to  the  Iwnks — has  been  in 
Co.  with  them  for  years;  and  now,  when  a  severance  can- 
not be  had  without  violence  and  disaster,  now  is  the  con- 
nexion to  lie  dissolved  !  We  are  told  that  a  United  States 
bank  has  never  yet  encountered  a  period  of  war.     Certain 


it  is  that  in  no  period  of  war  have  we  ever  had  such  a  hrlp 
in  time  of  need,  unless  the  old  Bank  of  Norih  America, 
which  was  a  powerful  friend  during  the  Revolution,  could 
be  so  considered.  It  is  said  a  national  bank  could  not  have 
survived  the  scenes  of  1813-'14.  True,  those  scenes  were 
awful  enough  without  such  an  institution ;  mm  wnttat  that 
they  would  not  have  been  better  with  one,  knowing  that 
such  scenes  have  never  occurred  whilst  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  in  operation.  Well  may  the  gentleman 
safely  appeal  to  all  the  intervals  when  there  was  no  such 
bank,  to  find  scenes  which,  perhaps,  no  bank  could  have 
encountered ;  but  it  is  sufficient  for  us  to  say,  in  reply,  that 
it  ever  encountered  all  the  difficulties  it  met  during  its  ex- 
istence; that  its  existence  occupied  more  than  ten  times  the 
space  of  time  which  its  absence  filled ;  and  benco  the  fair 
inference  might  be  drawn  that  no  such  scenes  could  occur 
during  its  existence  as  those  which  have  occurred  in  the 
intervals  when  it  was  not  in  existence,  to  control  causes 
and  effects. 

In  the  third  place,  sir,  I  join  issue  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickbns,]  and  mahitain  the 
proposition  that  the  bank  was  ever  and  would  be  now  the 
best  friend  of  the  South. 

Sir,  no  interests  in  the  country  arc  more  dependent  upon 
a  sound,  safe,  and  uniform  currency,  than  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  and,  consequently,  the  interests  of  the  Sooth. 
The  great  regulator,  fly-wheel,  and  safety-valve  of  curren- 
cy is,  as  I  have  shown,  a  bank  of  the  United  States.    It 
afforded  and  is  the  only  means  which  baa  ever  yet  been 
devised,  which  has  furnished  that  great  amount  of  circula- 
ting medium  called  ** bills  of  exchange."     Many  suppose 
that  the  most  of  the  circulating  medium  consists  of  bank 
notes  intermixetl  with  a  small  amount  of  specie.     Not  f:o, 
sir.   What  proportion  consisted  of  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
I  have  not  been  able  accurately  to  ascertain ;  but  certain  it 
is  that  all  the  heavier  operations  of  trade  are  and  roust  be 
carried  on  by  them.     At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  large 
amounts  are  wanted  by  the  South,  to  be  transferred  to  the 
northeastern  cities,  with  which  to   purchase  importations 
for  consumption  ;  and  at  other  seasons  similar  amounts  ve 
needed  by  the  North,  in  the  South,  to  purchase  the  nw 
materials,  for  manufacture  or  expc^rtation.     The  transfer 
of  these  heavy  amounts  must  be  roadie  by  bills  of  exchange. 
It  cannot  be  conducted  by  transmitting  specie  or  local  hank 
notes;  the  cost  and  insurance  and  d-elay  of  trensportini?  tlis 
one,  and  the  discount  and  risk  upon  the  other,  foibid  their 
use  for  the  purposes  of  transferring  funds.     l*he  great  and 
leading  arteries  of  trade,  then,  between  the  North  snd  the 
South  were  supplied  by  bills  of  exchange  as  the  circulating 
medium,  whilst  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  op- 
eration.   It  had  funds  in  Boston,  New  Yoik,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore,  upon  which  to  draw   from  New  Orleans, 
Mobile,  Charleston,  Nashville,  Cincinnati;  and  funds  in 
fthe  latter  places  upon  which  to  draw   from   the  former. 
Funds  were  drawn  without  transmitting  a  dollar;  the  op* 
cration  was  effected  simply  by  changing  the  pen  from  oi:e 
side  to  the  other  of  the  books  of  the  mother  l)ank  and  its 
branches.     No  money  was  withdrawn  from  trade  in  New 
York ;  none  from  trade  in  New  Orleans.     The  oblong  biu 
of  paper  called  bills  of  exchange  caused   convertible  bank 
notes  or  specie  to  be  paid  at  either  plac?  at  sight,  and  at 
the  rate  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent.      This  was  the  simple 
and  beautiful  operation  ;  and  these  bills  were  the  pabalom 
of  trade  when  the  United  States  Bank  was  t^tricken  down 
at  a  blow  by  the  mace  of  despotism.      What  was  the  con- 
sequencci     The  life-blood  was  driotl  up  ;  the  arteries  were 
drained ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  circulating  medium  was 
destroyed.     The  consequence  to  the   South  was  ruinous, 
upon  a  principle,  a  favorite  principle  of  Mr.  Calhoun.    He 
calculates  that  the  circulating  medium  \^,  to  real  estate  or 
property,  generally  in  the  country  about  ns  one  to  thirty. 
If  so,  whenever  the  circulating  medium  is  reduced  one  mil* 
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lion,  the  property  of  the  commanity  falls  thirty  millions  in 
▼vlue.  It  would  bo  frigbtfal  and  enormous,  if  the  amount 
of  diminution  in  the  value  of  real  estate  and  other  property 
in  the  South  could  he  ascertained,  in  consequence  of  de- 
stroying bills  of  exchange  by  refusing  to  recbarter  a  nation- 
al bank.  There  is,  sir,  a  striking  and  manifest  difference 
between  the  property  of  the  North  and  the  South.  The 
property  of  the  North  consists  of  money-capital.  The 
property  of  the  South  consists  of  land  and  its  products,  and 
slaves.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  when  a  large  p«>rtion  of 
drcolating  medium  is  destroyed,  they  suffer  much  less  than 
we  in  the  South  do.  The  diminution  of  circulating  me- 
dium depresses  the  price  of  land,  of  agricultural  products, 
and  of  slaves,  thirty-fold ;  whereas  the  money  of  the  North 
is  actually  raised  in  value  precisely  in  the  same  ratio.  Our 
property  will  sell  for  less  money— .their  money  will  buy 
more  of  our  property.  True,  in  times  like  these,  when  there 
is  a  total  want  of  bills  of  exchange  to  transfer  debts  due  to 
the  North  from  the  South,  they  may  be  embarrassed  in  the 
oollection  of  their  debts ;  but,  nevertheless,  when  they  are 
forced  to  sue  us  at  home  for  goods  purchased  in  the  North, 
it  will  always  take  a  double  portion  of  our  land  and  ne- 
groes, or  of  their  products,  to  pay  the  debts.  Besides, 
they  are  chiefly  the  purchasers  of  our  agricultural  products, 
anil  the  carriers  of  them,  and  whenever  they  are  oppressed 
for  ihe  want  of  a  circulating  medium  we  ere  eventually  the 
greatest  losers  in  the  price  of  those  products.  This  truth 
is  clearly  illustrated  in  these  very  times,  by  the  fact  that 
the  chief  losses  of  the  nation  have  fallen,  to  the  amount  of 
forty  millions  at  least,  upon  cotton  l-^ootwithstanding  that 
paragiaph  in  the  messege  which  says : 

"  The  difficulties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though  un- 
questionably great,  are  limited  in  their  extent,  and  cannot 
be  rvf^anled  as  aflbcting  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  Arising,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  transactions 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that 
thej  have  chiefly  fallen.  The  great  sgricultural  interest 
has,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  sufiered  comparativoly 
little  ;  and,  as  if  Providence  intended  to  display  the  mu- 
nificence of  its  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest 
need,  ami  in  direct  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
waywardness  of  man,  we  have  been  blessed,  throughout 
our  extended  territory,  with  a  season  of  general  health  and 
of  uncnmmoa  fruitfulness.  The  proceeds  of  our  grest  sta- 
ples will  noon  furnish  the  means  of  liquidating  debts  at 
home  and  aliroad,  and  contribute  equally  to  the  levival  of 
commercial  activity  and  the  restoration  of  commercial 
credit." 

This  passage,  sir,  reminds  mo  of  this  carious  extract, 
which  I  found  the  other  day  in  some  newspnper : 

**  An  almanac,  published  in  the  year  1780,  has  the  fol- 
lowing venr  remarkable  predictions,  which  have  been  ful- 
flJied  to  the  very  letter 


*  Bf  ibe  power  to  see  througb  the  ways  of  Heaven, 

la  one  thousand  eight  hunared  aiul  Uiiitv  leveiii 
Wni  the  year  pass  away  wHhuut  any  sprin?, 
-    *     tEDfl*  " 


And  on  EngUnd's  throne  shall  not  sit  a  king  !*  '* 
It  ie  trae,  sir,  that  Providence  has  displayed  its  goodness 
and  manificence  at  the  moments  always  of  this  country's 
',  need  ;  and  His  infinite  goodness  will  ever,  I  hope, 
as,  notwithstanding  *<the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
waywardness  of  man,"  and  the  wicked nera  of  unwise  and 
cormpfc  rulers.  God  alone,  and  the  dew  he  sends  upon 
the  ripe  and  unripe  com  and  upon  the  mown  hay,  can 
keep  as  from  beggary  and  want,  can  supply  us  with  food 
and  raiment ;  hut  a  sound  policy,  and  wise  and  virtuous 
sdminiatration,  wonM  turn  these  blessings  of  Providence 
to  some  acooont,  would  establish  and  fix  a  sound  price 
opoo  the  abundance  of  the  harvest  field  I  Truly,  the  year 
1837  has  been  like 'the  times  of  our  trouble;  there  is  a 
proiniae  of  aboudant  harvest,  though  there  has  been  no 
■grim;- time. 
This  mighty  ooimtnr,  powerful  and  rich  as  it  is,  is  hard 


to  kill  in  its  resources,  which  are  almost  infinite ;  bnt  be 
assured,  sir,  it  is  in  the  kingdom  of  policy  as  it  is  in  the 
kingdom  of  grace— you  must  not  always  strive  against 
God !  We  must  not  throw  away  and  obuse  the  fruits  of 
Providence !  Though  Heaven  has  done  muili  for  us,  the 
land,  the  land  of  the  South,  groans  with  the  folly  and  way- 
wardness of  man ! 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  asks  where  t^e 
capital  is  located  when  a  bank  of  the  United  States  is  cre- 
ated? T  answer,  everywhere,  throughout  the  whole 
country,  according  to  the  demands  and  necessities  of  trade. 
If  we  were  to  charter  a  bank  to-morrow,  and  locate  the 
mother  at  Charleston,  the  branches  at  New  )fork  and 
Philadelphia  would  become  the  principal  wings  of  the  in* 
stitution — that  at  New  York  would  in  fact  become  the 
mother.  Why  ?  Because  the  importations  are  there,  the 
trade  is  there,  the  revenue  is  collected  there.  And,  I  ask, 
will  not  this  be  the  case  under  any  system  1  Was  it  not 
so  under  the  deposite  bank  system,  and  will  it  not  be  so 
under  a  sub-Treasury  system  1  As  certainly  as  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  revenue  of  this  Government  is  collected  there, 
and  more  certainly  as  that  revenue,  under  the  gentleraan*8 
favorite  system,  would  accumulate  there  in  specie^— there 
in  specie,  when  specie  wouM  be  so  scarce,  by  being  spuiig- 
ed  up  by  Government,  that  it  would  command  a  premium, 
and  be  in  fact  a  greater  amount  of  capital  concentrated 
there,  (in  New  York,)  than  the  Government  would  other- 
wise have.  He  asks,  if  the  States  of  this  Union  were 
separate,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Colonies,  would  not  the 
exporting  States  import  for  themselves  I  No,  sir ;  they 
never  did  import  for  themselves  when  they  were  Colonies. 
A  raw-material  region,  an  agricultural  country,  cannot  be 
also  a  mercantile  and  manufacturing,  a  ship-building  and 
money-capital  country.  The  trade  of  Virginia  was  car- 
ried on  before  the  Revolution,  by  English  merchants  and 
shipping,  and  since  then  by  New  England  merchants  and 
shipping.  True,  the  English  merchants  sent  their  ships 
directly  to  our  rivers  on  the  Chesopeake,  but  then  there 
was  no  coasting  trade,  which  now  does  the  same  thing  for 
us  to  the  full  extent  of  our  wants  and  demands. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  also  complains  that, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  1882,  gave  the  President 
a  sword  to  bury  in  the  vitals  of  nullification !  Sir,  thb  is 
a  new  charge,  strange  and  extraordinary  in  its  character, 
and  coming  from  an  unexpected  quarter. 

If  it  be  «  a  true  bill'*  against  the  bank,  that  it  furnished 
the  means  of  defending  the  Union  in  its  peril,  it  will  be  a 
new  and  unheard  of  recommendation  of  it  to  some,  though 
not  to  me.  I  repudiated  the  doctrines  of  nullification.  I 
struggled  against  its  principles  and  practices,  and  depreca- 
ted its  effects  and  tendencies;  but,  sir,  it  the  war  upon 
South  Carolina  had  come  "to  the  knife,"  it  would  have 
found  many  a  Union  man  of  Virginia  fighting  in  her  de- 
fence, though  they  had  argued  she  had  her  full  share  of 
wrong  in  the  quarrel.  I  should  have  been  one  among  those 
wlio  reasoned  on  one  side,  and  would  have  fought  on  the 
other.  No  corps  of  a  stariding  army  should  ever  have 
crossed  Virginia  borders,  with  my  consent,  to  invade  a 
Southern  sister  State.  I  therefore  say,  sir,  that  this  charge 
against  the  United  States  Bank  is,  if  true,  no  recommend- 
ation of  it  to  me.  Nothing  recommends  itself  to  me  which 
strenghtens  the  arm  of  the  Executive.  But,  sir,  this  charge 
cannot  be  tenable.  Be  it  rememl>ered  that  the  bank  itself 
was  then  (in  1882)  struggling  against  that  same  President 
for  its  own  safety  and  existence,  and  that  then  he  was  war- 
ring against  it  furiously,  upon  the  ground  that  it  had  entered 
the  political  Hsts  against  his  re-election.  I  cannot  conceive, 
therefore,  upon  what  grounds  it  is  now  accused  of  furnish- 
ing weapons  to  the  hands  of  its  own  enemy,  and  that,  too, 
to  destroy  some  of  its  own  best  friends.  Among  those 
strongest  friends  were  then  counted  the  Hon.  George  Mc- 
Duffie  and  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun !   And  most  strange 
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and  anaceountable  U  it,  if  this  charge  he  true,  either  ae  to 
the  motives  of  the  bank  or  its  necessary  effects,  that  Mr. 
Culhoun  should,  so  soon  after  the  fall  of  1832  as  the  spring 
of  1834,  propose  in  the  Semite  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
charter  this  same  bloody  monster  for  twelve  years !  !  The 
gentleman,  sir,  must  be  wrong  now,  or  his  honorable  and 
distinguished  Senator  must  have  been  roost  unpardonably 
and  egregioQsiy  guilty  of  a  suicidal  act  of  Southern  policy 
in  1834. 

The  gentleman  boasts  that  the  people  of  the  South  are 
an  old  fashioned  people,  and  he  complains  that  the  bank, 
like  Czar  Peter,  cut  the  coats  of  Southern  village  dandies 
in  the  fashion !  This  is  a  still  more  grievous  charge  against 
the  tyranny  of  that  monster,  which  it  seems  was  guilty  of 
nxmstrosities  from  the  most  enormous — the  plucking  of  a 
President's  beard,  to  the  most  petty — that  of  clipping  the 
coat-tails  of  Southern  dandies !  It  did,  no  doubt,  affect  the 
social  habits,  as  well  as  the  political,  financial,  and  com- 
mercial power  of  the  country.  But,  sir,  this  objection, 
though  apparently  frivolous,  has  more  in  it  than  strikes  us 
at  first.  It  illustrates  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  preju- 
dice which  really  prevails  in  many  communities,  which  are 
not  immediately  connected  with  the  associations  of  trade, 
against  that  institution. 

In  many  respects,  sir,  but  in  none  so  much  as  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvements  of  commerce  and  of  the  mechanic 
arts,  are  the  Southern  people  a  half  century  behind  the 
times  in  which  they  live*  Noble,  generous,  liberal-minded, 
brave,  independent,  intelligent,  and  sagacious,  yet  are  many 
of  them  too  metaphysical,  and  likely — as  Mr.  Letcher  used 
to  say  of  old  Virginia — to  die  of  an  abstraction  !  They 
admire  and  cherish  old  things  and  ways;  and  despise, 
without  much  reason,  iraprovements  in  the  credit  system, 
just  as  they  do  a  new  lapel  or  button !  They  do  not  en- 
large, as  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  their  capacities  to 
receive  the  benefits  of  any  institutions  of  trade ;  they  do 
not  calculate  their  losses  in  the  destruction  of  them  when 
created  and  existing,  but  look  alone  with  dissatisfaction  to 
the  greater  benefits  which  others  receive  from  improved  ca- 
pacities and  enlarged  advantages.  They  claim  justly  that 
Nature  has  done  the  most  for  them ;  are  content  with  what 
Nature  has  done  for  them ;  and  are  only  discontented  when 
they  liehuld  the  art  of  others  outstripping  their  friend  Na- 
ture. They  are  only  wrong,  sir,  in  not  improving  and  as.* 
sisting  their  own  natural  aid  vantages,  and  in  wishing  to 
prevent  others  from  exerting  their  enterprise  and  wits  to 
make  up  for  natural  deficiencies,  whilst  they  are  unwilling 
to  exert  their  own  wits  and  enterprise  at  all.  Let  Charles- 
ton unite  by  a  railroad  with  Cincinnati,  and  Norfolk  tap 
the  Big  liend  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  we  shall  shortly  hear 
no  more  complaints  al>out  the  immense  advantages  of  cap- 
ital which  a  bank  of  the  United  States  gives  to  the  North. 
If  we  sit  all  the  day  idle,  why  shall  we  complain  that  New 
York,  Philadt^lphia,  and  Baltimore,  come  thousands  of 
miles  to  take  to  themselves,  by  internal  improvements,  the 
produce  of  back  countries,  which  need  not  be  transported 
as  many  hundreds  of  miles  to  our  seaports  1  We  must 
have  trade  before  we  have  capital,  and  State  internal  iift- 
provements  before  we  can  have  trade.  Tiade,  sir,  trade 
will  make  the  South  as  prosperous  and  strong  as  the  North ; 
and  trade  will  make  the  South  as  fast  a  friend  of  a  national 
bank  as  a  national  bank  is  now  of  the  South  without  trade ! 

I  regret,  sir,  exceedingly,  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  in  relation  to  Texas.  He  says  the 
friends  of  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates  are  the  enemies  of 
Texas.  I  l>eg  leave  to  say,  sir,  that  time  will  show  whe- 
ther he  is  any  truer,  though  he  may  be  a  much  abler,  friend 
to  the  annexation  of  that  State  to  this  Union  than  I  am. 
On  that  subject,  as  on  nullification,  I  presume  be  will  find 
the  friends  of  a  national  bank  divided ;  but,  sir,  he  will 
find  no  one  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  because 
favorable  to  a  national  bank.     But  what  does  this  allusion 


to  Texas  mean  1     Is  it  a  political  appeal  1    Is  it  expected 
by  any  quarter  that  Texas  will  unite  the  South  upon  tome 
leader;  and  that  the  South,  added  to  the  locefoco  destruc- 
tives of  the  North,  and  the  Executive  retinue  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  will  bring  that  leader  into  power!   8ir, 
let  me  warn  those  who  entertain  it,  that  the  hope  it  vain 
and  worse  than  delusive !     The  South  is  most  opposed  in 
reason  and  interest  to  locofocoism,  and  it  will  be  unjust 
and  destructive  to  the  cause  of  Texas  to  make  it  a  hobtiy  of 
party  politics.     The  restoration  of  a  sound  currency  here 
would  aid  Texas  as  much  as  ourselves.     Whence  has  thit 
glorious  republic  derived  her  loans  to  achieve  the  battles  of 
her  liberty  and  independence  t    The  South  and  Southwest 
have  furnished  her  with  arms  and  men ;  the  Notth,  1  pre- 
sume, baa  furnished  her  with  money  and  credit    If  her 
wars  still  continue,  still  she  will  want  the  benefit  of  that 
system  here  which  carried  us  through  the  travails  of  inde* 
pendenoe-— a  system  of  credit !  yes,  cars  was  depredated 
paper  credit ! 

A  bank  of  the  United  Sutes  would  not  only  indirectly 
aid  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  in  Texas,  by  the  confidence 
and  credit,  safe  and  sonnd,  it  would  diffuse  universally,  but, 
as  I  have  said,  it  would  prove,  at  thia  time  especially,  ths 
best  bulwark  of  civil  liberty  in  the  Unitad  States!    Sir,  I 
mean  all  I  say.     The  bank  is  expedient  and  necessary ; 
the  only  question  which  remains  is,  is  it  <*  proper,"  that  is, 
consienial  with  our  free  institutional     What  has  been  the 
practice  and  tendency  of  the  Executive  of  this  Oovernmeot 
for  the  last  eight  years  ?     To  wield  the  entire  iegisUtion 
and  control  of  this  nation  and  its  deatiniea,  by  means  of  the 
public  money  !    Then  is  needed,   much  needed,  an  in- 
terposing stumbling-block,  or  check,  between  the  President 
end  the  public  purse,  now  more  than  ever  1     When  Presi- 
dent Jackaon  Tsmoved  the  depontee,  be  took  them  from 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  law— -of  the  legislative  department. 
When  he  put  then  in  the  pet  banka,  he  put  them  in  ths 
hands  of  the  Executive ;  there  they  have  been  ever  siaee^ 
in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  constitution  ;  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  yield  the  constitutional  cnatody  and  control  of 
Congress  over  the  public  money,    and  to  place  it  in  die 
Briarian  hands  of  a  hundred   thousand  officehokleft— 
« the  eyes  and  arms  of  the  Executive !"   To  what  depsrt- 
ment  of  this  Governmeut  does  the  custody  and  control  of 
the  public  money  belong  ?     Sir,  there  is  an  obscure  clause 
of  this  constitution  which  has  ever  been  overlooked  by  sll 
of  the  wisest  of  its  expounders.    I  mean  that  sacred  clause 
which  reads :  Congress  shall  have  power — 

<*  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  iind  all 
other  powers  vested  bf  this  constitution  in  the  Guvero- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof." 

Now,  sir,  the  first  douse  of  this  section  is  the  only  psrt 
of  it  which  is  habitually  referred  to,  and  is  a  cIsum,  by- 
the-by,  which  is  not  favoreil  generally  by  strict  constnic- 
tiimists,  l»ecause  it  is  erroneously  thought  by  some  to  con- 
fer indefinite  powers.  No  auch  thing.  The  reveroe  is  ths 
case.  By  marking  the  Utter  clause  attentively,  yon  will 
find  that  there  is  not  a  section  iu  the  constitution  mors 
jealously  restrictive,  and  especially  of  Executive  power 
and  discretion.  It  is  that  clause  which  Gei>eral  JackwQ 
never  read,  or  never  underst^KKl.  It  contradicts  his  ceie- 
brnied  rule  of  action,  <Hhat  hew  as  lo  execute  the  laws  and 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  as  he  thought  proper.  **  Sir,  tbe 
Executive  has  no  discretion  as  to  the  means  of  executing 
its  own  powers  even,  much  less  the  powers  of  Congress, 
'i'he  means  necessary  to  execute  the  <*  foregoing  powers;** 
that  is,  the  powers  of  Congress^  '*and  all  other  powers 
vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Goveffnment"-^nark  the 
gradation  of  descent  from  generals  to  particular^— '*  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  Does  this  not  mean 
Executive  powewl  AU  the  means  neocMwy  to  execute  »11 
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the  powers  of  every  departmrat,  or  officer,  are  given  to 
Congresa !  Does  the  President  require  means  to  execute  an 
Executive  power  event  May  he  adopt  means,  however 
necessary  or  proper,  btmself  t  No !  he  most  apply  to  the 
legislative  department.  Hoch  is  the  constitution  ;  yet  how 
perverted,  and  abused,  and  trampled  on  !  8ir,  I  am  thus 
minute  in  commenting  on  this  clause,  so  restrictive  of 
Executive  power  and  discretion,  because,  I  repeat,  there  is 
no  clause  of  the  constitution  which  is  so  much  overlooked, 
anil  never  regarded. 

To  illustrate  its  application.  The  question  arose  last 
winter,  in  ihe  case  of  Texas — ^to  what  department  does  the 
power  belong  to  recognise  the  independence  of  a  people 
struggling  for  liberty  and  for  an  equal  station  among  the 
nstioos  of  the  earth  t  To  my  utter  surprise,  on  examining 
Judge  Story's  Commentary  on  the  constitution,  I  found 
that  he  l«ys  it  down  as  a  power  belonging  to  the  Exec- 
utive, because  he  says  it  is  incidental  to  the  power  of 
appointing  and  receiving  ambassadors.  He  entirely  over- 
looked that  clause  in  the  constitution  which  clearly  vests 
every  incidental  and  resulting  power  of  the  Government 
in  Congress.  Thence,  sir,  is  derived  the  power  to  cidlect, 
to  keep,  and  to  pay  away  the  money  of  the  United  States. 
Congress  may  appoint  a  hand,  an  agent  of  the  law,  to  do 
and  perform  all  these  duties  independent  of  the  Executive ; 
for  *'  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appinntment  of  inferior 
officers^  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments.*'  But  the 
eoatody  and  control  of  the  public  money  have  been  usurped 
by  the  Exeeutive,  in  which  almost  all  incidental  and  re- 
sahing  powers  have  merged,  and  have  been  tamely  and 
supinely  yielded  by  Congress !  Sir,  I  know  of  no  way  so 
wise  and  so  appropriate  to  reclaim  this  derelict  snd  import- 
ant power  as  that  of  creating  a  national  corporation,  which 
shall  be  made  the  agent  and  hand  of  the  law,  which  the 
Executive  shall  not  touch  or  control,  and  which  shall  be 
subject  only  to  the  legislative  will ! 

'J*he  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  P.]  is  utterly 
wrong;  then,  when  he  says  that  ti  create  a  bank  will  bis 
to  part  with  an  attribute  of  sovereignty — to  regulate  the 
currency.  Sir,  it  will  regain  and  restore  the  just  and  con- 
stitotional  powers  of  Congress,  and  it  will  be  the  most  com- 
plete and  efficient  check  which  can  be  put  by  lav*  upon 
Execotiva  ahsolulism !  In  this  point  of  view  it  would  he- 
eome  th«  «gis  of  constitutional  liberty !  Experience  teaches 
us  its  weakness  aa  a  political  engine.  It  was  in  favor  with 
one  administration,  the  administration  died ;  it  was  opposed 
to  the  saeceeding  administration,  and  the  bank  died.  Ad- 
m\i  It,  however,  to  he  as  dangerous  as  it  was  ever  charged 
with  hnng,  is  it  more  so  than  the  substitutes  which  have 
been  tried  and  proposed  1  It  may,  forsooth,  concentrate 
and  uniie  the  money  power  and  the  political  power  of  the 
coantrj  and  Goveroment.  The  pet  bank  system  certainly 
did  that  unite  them  and  elect  a  President,  and  the  sub- 
Treasurr  system^tsan  open  and  palpable  proposition  of  direct 
and  certain  union  between  the  purveatid  the  sword  I  Such  is 
the  consistency  of  these  pretended  patriots  who  war  upim 
a  bank  aa  a  political  monster,  and  yet  go  <<all  lor  the" 
money  in  the  Executive !  The  bank  is  more  *•  proper"  in 
this  oense  than  any  substitute  which  its  enemies  have  ever 
yet  proposed. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  in  good  feeling  and  friendship,  ad- 
vised me  not  to  rely  on  the  letter  writers  fur  a  character, 
hot  to  look  rather  to  enlightened  public  opinion.  I  shall 
take  the  advice,  sir ;  for,  from  the  billiiigsgste  which  has 
laioly  been  sent  forth  from  the  desks  in  this  Hall — [Here 
Mr.  Wisa  looked  bignificantly  at  the  seat  of  Johk  H. 
Paairriss,  a  member  from  New  York,  the  editor  of  the 
Pieeman's  Journal,  in  that  State,  and  the  letter  writer  far 
his  own  paper]  »I  am  well  aware  that  a  character  for  vir- 
toe*  hcHior,  and  troth,  haa  nothing  to  expect  from  the  pen  of 
falaehood  dipped  in  the  gall  of  bitterness;  and  I  know  not 


why  I  should  have  been  warned  not  to  rely  on  the  praise 
of  letter  writers,  when  I  have  bf en  made  the  subject  of 
their  constant  vituperation.  Some  of  the  letter  writers  I 
know  to  be  gentlemen,  and  the  friends  of  truth  more  than 
they  are  my  friends;  but  I  rely  not  on  them,  but  on  en- 
lightened public  opinion.  My  own  convictions  as  to  a  na- 
tional bank  are  not  new,  and  have  not  been  taken  up  for 
a  party  purpose  or  for  a  aeason ;  they  are  as  old  as  my  pub- 
lic life ;  my  constituents  have  known  them  of  old,  and  thry 
are  not  to  be  relinquished  for  the  sake  of  a  triumph  to  my- 
self, ur  of  triumph  over  an  enemy,  or  for  fear  of  defeat ; 
though,  sir,  I  am  confident  that  they  are  convictions  which 
will  eventually  seize  upon  the  minds  of  all  as  they  have 
fastened  upon  mine.  I  have  been  for  a  bank  through  evil 
report;  and  now  that  I  see  the  great  reformer— expe- 
rience— abroad,  with  scoui^  in  hand  to  wake  up  the  peo- 
ple to  reflection  and  inquiry ;  to  make  them  hold  up  their 
heads  from  individual  pursuits  to  attend  to  the  operations 
of  a  Government  which  has  put  its  rude  hands  deeply  into 
their  pockets ;  now,  I  say,  when  I  see  the  hope  of  better 
times,  I  shall  wait,  patiently  wait,  for  the  troubling  of  the 
waters,  for  the  healing  of  the  people,  for  their  voices  to 
come  up  as  a  strong  man,  for  radical  relief  of  the  country, 
its  constitution,  its  currency,  its  liberty ! 

But,  to  return  to  the  message :  I  have  been  drawn  off 
singularly  enougrh  to  reply  to  a  gentleman  who  I   thought 
once  would  have  been  one  of  the  last  to  be  found  fighting 
for  this  administration.     The  President  next  attacks  the 
local  banks.     They  have  failed,  notwithstanding  the  Gov- 
ernment credit  at  their  back ;  I  admit  it,  sir,  and  always 
thought  they  would,  and  so  did  the  adminiatration.     I  ara 
excited  to  feel  some  sympathy  for  the  pet  bank  system  only 
by  the  rank  profligacy  with  which  <*  the  party"  now  do- 
nounce  their  own  victims.     In  bis  war  upon  these  institu- 
tions  the  President  exceeds  even  Fanny  Wright  heraelf. 
I  have  one  of  her  books,  sir,  and  I  find,  I  confess,  some 
moderation,  something  conservative  even  in  her  book ;  but 
in  this  message  nothing  but  "destructivene^s"  is  develop* 
ed.    She  says — I  quote  her  in  contrast  with  the  Prewident — 
'*  And  now  I  will  concede,  and  it  is  a  position  I  have 
ever  myself  assnmed,  that  all  things  have  to  be  taken  suc- 
cessively and  in  order.    Bui  one  thing  is  to  propose  meas- 
ures, and  another  thing  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  state 
of  affairs.     One  thing  U  to  distinguish   where  we  are ; 
another,  whither  we  are  to  go ;  and  another  how  we  are  to 
get  there.     It  is  by  no  means  neces^kry  to  knock  down  all 
the  chartered  monopolies  the  first  fine  morning ;  nor  on 
any  morning  that  we  should  unsettle  such  as  may  be  judged 
of  real  public  utility,  or  of  importance  to  the  public  de- 
fence and  safety,  at  a  time,  too,  when  of  all  others, nhe 
financial  affairs  of  the  nation  require  careful,  and  skilful 
guardianship.     Yet,  1  do  think  it  is  not  only  allowal>]e  to 
look  at  them,  and  every  morning  that  we  choose ;  to  in- 
vestigate the  nature  of  their  whole  structure,  examine  their 
foundations,  pry  into  all  their  hidden  passai^os,  back  en- 
trances, secret  cupboards,  tra})s,  and  cellars ;  but,  moreover, 
that  it  is  right  and  pri»per,  and  of  urgent  npceasity,  that 
we  should  do  so.     I  will  not  quote  the  old  proverb  which 
says  a  cat  may  look  at  a  King— ^  proverb  that  is  practically 
true  in  must  countries  where  there  are  Kiii«s  to  look  at; 
nor  ask  why,  in  this  country,  the  King,  which  is,  dejure 
at  least,  the  (>eople,  may  not  look  at  the  cat — and  at  a  cat, 
too,  that  gives  him  many  hard  scratches." 

Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  looking  at  the  cat  too.  The  King,  de 
facto,  however,  is  the  President — and  the  President  too  is 
the  cat  which  has  stolen  the  cheese  from  the  people,  the 
King  dejure. 

But  you  see,  sir,  that  even  Fanny  is  not  for  knocking 

down  all  the  chartered  monopolies  the  first  fine  morning ; 

nor  on  any  morning  that  we  should  unsettle  such  as  may 

I  be  judged  of  real  public  utility.     But  the  President  and 

Levi  Woodbury  both  now  say  the  pet  banks  were  corrupt. 
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Sir,  T  refer  to  the  9lh  page  of  the  President's  message 
^hich  I  have  alre^Jy  quoted,  and  I  beg  you  to  hear  what 
Saint  Levi  says  ;  he  is  speaking  of  the  little  sub  treasuries, 
now  in  operation,  when  he  says  : 

'*  The  existing  establishments  and  ofBcers,  whenever 
convenient,  would  be  employed  without  a  double  machinery, 
or  the  organization  of  a  new  system  of  agents.  Execu- 
tive control  would  be  diminished  rather  than  increased  by 
Ihem,  because  any  additional  officers  will  be  selected,  not 
by  the  President  alone,  or  the  Treasury  Department,  as 
the  banks  now  are,  but  virtually  be  designated  by  Con- 
gress and  the  principal  incumbents  appointed  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  They  would  also  remove  all  ground 
for  the  objection  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  sys- 
tem, that  the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  patron- 
age and  great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of  bank 
presidents,  directors,  and  stockholders,  scattered  through 
every  section  of  the  country,  and  selected  without  the  as- 
sent or  check  of  either  House  of  Congress  in  any  particular 
case,  and  making  loans  of  the  public  money  from  consider- 
ations merely  political  or  official.  A  very  wide  discretion 
will  be  thus  restricted,  and  a  prolific  source  of  suspicion 
and  imputation  of  favoritism  and  partiality  be  entirely  stop- 
ped. 

"  The  officers,  under  the  plans  nro posed,  will  likewise 
be  amenable  exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  and 
not  be  embarrassed,  like  the  officers  of  the  banks,  by  con- 
flicting duties  and  interests  in  respect  to  the  States,  nor  in- 
volved in  those  collisions,  jealousies,  and  recriminations 
often  attendant  on  that  position." 

<*  Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us  !*'  Who  would 
have  imagined  such  as  this  from  Levi  t  Last  spring  that 
Pharisee  was  brought  to  the  book  and  sworn  upon  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  to  tell  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  about  the  corrup- 
tions and  dangerous  influences  of  the  deposite  banks,  arid 
he  tried  to  know  nothing.  The  whole  system  and  con- 
cern was  *'  as  fair  a  'ting  as  ever  was ;"  and  now  we  sre 
him  coming  out  in  the  face  of  his  oath,'  and  reporting  offi- 
cially against  *'a  prolific  source  of  suspicion  and  imputa- 
tion of  favoritism  and  partiality  V*  Oh !  how  he  must 
have  gulped  at  this  much  even  !  how  much  more  when  he 
got  out — **  the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  pa- 
tronage and  great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of 
bank  presidents,  directors,  and  stockholders,  scattered 
through  every  section  of  the  country,"  &c.  All  this,  this 
very  charge — this,  the  gist  of  it,  was  made  by  Peyton  and 
Wise  last  winter.  Levi  kept  his  own  conscience ;  the 
Globe  denied;  the  minion  and  pimp,  Reuben,  bullied  and 
placarded ;  the  President  pronounced  us  liars  all  the  way 
from  Washington  to  the  Hermitas;e,  and  said  here  we 
ought  to  be  Houstonized  !  And  now,  oh!  all  earth  and 
heaven !  look  here !  verily,  every  chiirgfc  is  confessed  by 
both  President  and  Secretary  !  What  thinks  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  GAntAirn,]  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation, a  majority  of  which  reported  that  there  was  no 
agent,  no  corruption,  no  political  influence ;  that  all  was  fair, 
and  right  republican  !  Does  this  not  put  that  majority  to 
the  blush  1 

Never  had  I,  never  had  my  friend  Peyton,  never  shall 
we  again  obtain  for  truth — "which  is  mighty  and  will 
prevail" — such  a  glorious  triumph  as  this !  Sir,  I  must 
quote  Fanny  Wright  again.  I  approve  her  sentiments 
cordially  when  she  says  : 

**  But,  joking  apart,  I  would  ask  if,  on  the  part  of  any  set 
of  men,  there  be  either  policy  or  decency,  in  a  world  whose 
rnlc  is  right,  and  whose  guide  is  reason,  (or  which  other- 
wise is  without  either  rule  or  guide  at  all) — I  would  ask,  T 
say,  whether,  at  the  point  of  inquiry  at  which  the  public 
mind  has  now  arrived,  there  l>e  policy  or  decency  in  the 
attempt  to  prevent,  or  even  to  retard,  the  investigation  of 
any  question  whatsoever  ?     It  is  a  law  of  the  human  uind 


instinctively  to  resist  injustice  and  to  spurn  arbitrary  dic- 
tation. In  America,  moreover,  such  is  the  law  of  the 
State.  To  cry  *<  silence  !"  to  the  voice  of  public  curiosity 
is  hero  outrage;  to  induce  silence  by  britiery  or  enforce 
it  by  violence  is  overt  treason.  What  policy  is  ihera 
or  can  there  be  in  endeavoring  to  hide  what  every  body 
sees,  or  in  making  endless  tarns  and  tricks  when  the 
public  eye  is  open  to  them  all  1  There  is  a  mode  by  which, 
in  this  country,  all  prudence  may  be  secured  and  all  pa- 
tience commanded.  It  is  simply  to  tell  the  truth  on  til 
occasions.  Never  to  mystify  and  never  to  falsify.^  To  say, 
such  and  such  is  oar  position.  By  so  mach  it  is  false ;  but, 
in  setting  it  right,  let  us  beware  of  the  leeshore  and  ths 
false  current.  And,  so  that  we  hear  of  dangers  really  in 
existence,  and  not  oi;  imaginary  ones  invented  to  draw  the 
ship  into  some  new  course  of  error,  or  to  keep  her  fioia 
taking  the  shortest  course,  consistent  with  safety,  into  the 
right  one,  we  may  l)e  sure  that  all  on  l>oard  will  possess 
thfir  souls  in  peace,  and  wait  for  salvation,  or  strain  every 
nerve  to  aid  it,  without  murmur  or  even  a  bard  thought. 
All  on  board  and  nothing  in  the  dark.  Whenever  a  meas- 
ure is  right,  or  oven  when  not  absolutely  right  in  itself, 
but  only  indispensable  under  existing  circumstances,  there 
is  always  reason  to  give  for  it ;  and  let  it  be  given,  and 
given  without  fear  of  opposition  or  evasion  of  discussioo, 
and  the  mass  of  this  nation  will  supp^trt  iu" 

Sir,  I  am  no  advocate  of  the  pet  bank  system.  I  think 
now  what  I  always  thought  of  it;  though  a  letter  writer  re- 
ports me  as  making  terms  now  with  Keubon,  between  whom 
and  myself,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garlakd]  is  said  to  be  the 
internuncio.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  conservative  measure ; 
but  I  cannot  agree  that  our  State  institutions  shall  all  be 
knocked  down,  as  Fanny  say^,  at  a  blow,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, after  he  has  usetl  them  for  all  his  ambitious  and  cor- 
rupt designs,  and  after  he  is  forced  to  cast  them  off  on  ac- 
count of  the  odium  they  have  incurred  by  the  abuses  to 
which  he  has  perverted  them.  It  is  now  politic io  "the 
party"  to  be  the  first  to  denounce  them— to  cry  catch  thief! 
catch  thief!  the  loudest,  in  order  to  turn  pumuit  from 
themselves,  who  have  been  the  chief  of  the  sinners,  the 
guiltiest  of  larceny  and  robbery,  and  accessary  before  and 
after  the  fact  to  the  guilt  of  the  pet  banks ! 

The  message  throui^hout,  sir,  is  a.  general  and  sweeping 
attack  upon  the  whole  credit  system,  and  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  agrees  with  the  President  in  the 
locofoco  tenet  that  that  system  is  inimical  to  humao  liber- 
ty. The  gentleman  [Mr.  Picksits]  *«  preaches  back  insur- 
rection to  the  Northern  lal>orer,"  whom  he  puts  upon  tb« 
footing  of  a  Southern  slave  I  I  should  hardly  think,  lirf 
that  he  would  l>e  heeded  by  any  lab4)ring  men  of  intelli- 
gence, and  scarcely  by  a  mob,  if  white,  if  they  had  any 
pride  of  condition,  or  the  lea»t  self-reepeot  He  tells  Qi 
that  John  Milton  was  a  locofoco.  I  wonder  if  he  was  for 
the  sub-Treasury  !  Sir,  in  this  too,  the  President  » 
clearly  departing  from  the  **  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  pre- 
decessor." In  Mr.  Tiney's  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  dated  April  15,  1834,  be  says:  (See 
pa^sa^es  already  quoted.) 

Sir,  I  was  much  astonished  to  see  the  great  leader  of 
locofocoisrn  in  New  York  [Mr.  E.  Moons]  shake  haoii* 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picksns,] 
after  he  took  his  seat  upon  the  proposed  union  beinreen 
Northern  laboring  men  and  Southern  slaves !  I  can  ac- 
count for  such  a  union  and  such  congratulations  only  on 
the  principles  that  extremes  are  sure  to  meet.  Not  that  the 
laboring  men  of  the  North  are  sure  to  afliliate  with  our 
slaves  ;  but  that  locofocoisrn  is  certain  to  amalgamate  with 
aristocracy  as  it  now  does  with  power — despotic  Executive 
power,  irresponsible,  an<l  seeking  to  be  unchecked ! 

Such  were  the  principles  that  guided  the  administra- 
tion of  Gen.  Jackson  in  selecting  the  deposite  banks,  and 
in  regulating  them ;  and,  sir,  let  me  do  Mr.  Taney  the  jus- 
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tice  to  say  that,  however  he  may  have  been  in  error  in  car- 
rying hi«  principles  into  practice,  he  advanced  many  which 
were  undoabtedly  sound  and  wise,  and  he  seemed  to  me 
ever  to  have  been  governed  by  fixed  and  weU-considered 
principles.  He  did  not  appear  to  adopt  a  creed  merely  be- 
cause it  might  captivate  the  popular  prejudices ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  he  would  have  pursued  one  to  extremity  if 
he  saw  that  it  would  lead  to  ruin,  though  it  might  be 
«■  clapped  by  the  crowd."  Certain  it  was  that  he  was  Gen. 
Jacks  >n'B  favorite  Secretary,  and  he  was  very  far  from  ad- 
vancing these  alarming  appeals  to  <*  the  poor," to  war  upon 
a  system  which  is  the  best  protection  of  men  without  capi- 
tal. To  see  a  poor  man  assisting  to  destroy  the  credit 
system  is  at  once  to  remind  one  of  Hogarih's  picture  of  a 
mob,  in  which  a  misguided  and  frantic  wretch  is  sawing 
hiiD^lf  down  from  the  top  of  a  high  sign-(iost !  Sir, 
there  are  two  kinds  of  democracy  as  to  equality  among 
men.  The  one  tends  to  degrade  all  men  tu  an  equality 
upon  the  lowest  scale ;  the  other  tends  to  exalt  thetn  io 
an  equality  upon  the  highest  scale  of  human  excellence. 
The  former  strives  to  pull  down  all  excellencies  in  sys- 
tems or  in  men,  and  forbids  all  perfection  in  either. 
This  is  the  ''Agrarian,"  which  would  reduce  us  to  the 
level  of  brutes,  and  which,  under  the  pretence  of  holding 
liack  those  who  strive  to  improve  iheir  own  condition  and 
the  moral  condition  ol  mankind,  to  prevent  improvement 
fyom  making  differences  among  men,  woMld,  in  fact,  make 
industry  work  for  indolence,  the  vigilant  keep  guard  for  the 
dugganl,  give  the  fruits  of  enterprise  to  those  who  toil  not 
and  do  not  spin,  and  divide  the  rewards  of  wisdom  and 
virtue  with  ignorance  and  vice  !  This  kind  of  democracy 
is  the  rankest  despotism.  It  is  as  unjust  and  oppressive  as 
it  is  impracticable  and  impossible. 

S'lTf  no  Govern(iicnt  can  repress  the  energies  of  mind 
and  of  moral  power.     This  low,  levelling  democracy  may 
declare  a  division  of  property  among  men  to-morrow  ;  will 
it  be  an  equal  division  the  next  day  ?     No,  sir,  some  will 
excel  others  in  character,  in  moral  power,  in  sagacity,  in 
eoenry,  in  wisdom  and  virtue  and  success ;  start  them  even 
as  often  as  you  may,  with  the  profligate,  the  slothful,  the 
ignorant,  the  inactive,  the  careless,  the  vicious,  or  the  un- 
fortunate, and  still  «•  onward,"  ««  onward"  in  advance,  will 
be  their  coarse,  and  all  justice  yields  them  the  precedence 
and  superiority  !     Government  might  as  well  undertake  to 
**  fetter  flame  with  flaxen  band,  or  stop  the  ocean  with  the 
sand,"  as  to  put  limits  by  law  to  the  degrees  in  which  one 
iDao  may,  in  social  life,  excel  another.     The  political  jus- 
tice which  entitles  every  man  to  all  the  advantages  which 
he  can  iairly  acquire  by  his  merits  and  the  exertion  of  his 
moral,  physical,  and  intellectual  faculties,  is  sustained  by 
that  other  and  genuine  democracy  only  which  tends  to  ad- 
vance and  promote  human  improvement,  and  to  encourage 
that  free  emulation  and  competition  which  exalt  men  to  an 
equality  on  the  highest  scale  of  moral,  physical,  and  intel- 
lectual excellence  f     True  democracy  ever  exalts  man.     It 
diminishes  the  power  of  Government,  but  it  enlarges  the 
mora]  and  social  power,  and  increasps  the  political  privi- 
leges of  men.     It  makei  man  free  to  pursue  his  happiness, 
and  allows  neither  king  **one,"  or  king  *«many,"  to  hin- 
der or  molest  him  ;  it  prevents  Government  from  checking 
the  exertion  of  hii  powers  to  acquire  all  the  good  he  may, 
without  injury  to  his  neighbor ;  it  prompts  each  one  to  as- 
pire and  to  strive  for  every  excellence  and  for  the  prize  of 
success ;  it  cheers  each  one  in  the  pursuit,  and  crowns  each 
one  in  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  a  nrtuous  ambition  ; 
it  tells  all  men   not  to  stop,  to  reach  forward  farther  and 
farther,  higher  and  higher,  towards  the  standard  of  perfec- 
tion ;  and  it  strikes  down  the  hand  which  would  arrest  the 
march  of  freedom  !     It  declares  in   this  land  that  all,  all 
may  «trtve  equally  fiir  power  and  place,  for  honor  and  of- 
fice, for   distinction  or  wealth ;  and  thence  is  derived  the 
hallowed  truth  that  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people— each 


is  a  sovereign  in  himself — a  king  to  compete  with  his  fel- 
low for  equality  in  acquiring  the  greatest  good,  and  to 
make  man  the  fellow  of  man  on  the  highest  elevation  ! 
The  credit  system,  sir,  supports  and  is  supported  by  this 
latter  creed  of  genuine  democracy.  The  credit  system  is 
the  most  potent  auxiliary  of  true  republicanism.  From  it 
have  sprung  the  inventions  of  the  age ;  the  improvements 
in  mechanic  arts  and  powers  which  have  reformed  tlie 
world.  Whence  came  the  steam  engine?  From  the  ge- 
nius of  Fulton.  Who  was  Fulton  !  A  pennyless  invent- 
or without  capital !  What  would  his  genius  have  done 
without  credit  ?  It  would  have  sickened  and  died  in  ne- 
glect and  despair  ere  it  had  wrung  from  the  avaricious  gripe 
of  a  private  capitalist  the  cash — the  specie,  in  lime  to  strike 
cut  that  giant  champion  of  scii*nce,  and  arts,  and  civili- 
zation, and  <* peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  man!" 
How  many  of  the  virtuous  and  enterprising  poor  could  in- 
dividual capitalists  patronize  if  they  would  ;  and  how  many 
do  they  patronize  of  those  they  could  ?  A  bank  has  no 
soul,  it  is  true,  but  it  dispenses  infinitely  more  real  charity 
than  that  sordid,  hoarding,  grasping,  selfish  tyrant  you 
call  a  capitalist — a  Jew  !  Let  the  **  poor  man"  choose 
between  them — a  credit  system,  organized  by  laws  which 
he  may  partake  in  making,  and  which  make  the  credit 
free  for  every  **poor  man"  of  character;  or,  that  system 
which  leaves  the  Jews,  the  Shylocks,  called  '*  private  cap- 
itallsto,"  alone  to  make  the  law  of  trade->.a  system  which 
patronizes  only  **  the  per  cent.,"  and  knows  no  law  but 
that  of  the  **auri  sacra  fames /*'  The  free  system  of 
credit  is  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  despotic  powers— 
locofocoism,  as  mobism  ever  does,  is  aiding  despotism; 
and  it  is  left  to  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  <*  the  poor 
man"  to  decide  which  side  of  the  contest  he  will  take — 
whether  with  those  without  capital,  and  tvho  want  credit, 
against  the  power  of  money  capital,  or  with  the  rich  against 
the  poor  ?  The  rich  now  say  that  the  poor  are  not  enti- 
tled to  credit  to  enable  them  to  compete  with  cash  for  pow- 
er, and  wealth,  and  honor,  and  office ! 

The  banking  and  credit  system  destroyed,  what  is  pro- 
posed as  a  siibstitute  ?  A  Government  Shy  lock — a  politi- 
cal Jew !  No,  sir,  I  will  not  denounce  it  before  I  have 
examined  it.  What  is  it  ?  As  yet,  sir,  we  know  not 
what  it  is ;  we  are  left  to  imagine  the  worst.  If  it  could 
be  well  defined,  I  would  inquire  whether  it  is  not  liable  to 
the  very  same  objections  which  have  been  urged  with  so 
much  false  clamor  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Of  this  one  fact,  sir,  T  am  morally  certain — that  the  pres- 
ent propositions  and  the  views  of  their  advocates  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Bxeeutive,  all 
tend  to  the  final  establishment  of  a  Treasury  bank.  We 
are  asked  to  permit  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  keep  it  in  their  custody,  to  make  them  its  de- 
pofitaries,  to  collect  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  of  tho 
public  dues,  and  we  are  told  openly  from  one  quarter  [Mr. 
Calhoun  in  the  Senate]  that  there  must  be  a  permanent 
issue  of  Government  paper  for  currency. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  when  you  have  organized  and  system- 
atized this  plan  by  law,  if  it  is  not  a  creature — call  it  by 
what  name  you  please— which  is  no  more  known  to  the 
constitution  than  a  bank  corporation  1  Will  this,  in  fact, 
not  be  a  corporation  by  law  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that,  when  formed  and  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
unconstitutional,  but  I  warn  gentlemen  who  say  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional,  to  look  well 
to  what  they  create  as  a  substitute  for  it;  to  see  whether 
their  substitute  is  not  liable  (o  the  same  constitutional  ob- 
jectionn,  by  their  own  mode  of  construction.  Are  we  to 
be  told  that  the  General  Government  clearly  has  the  power 
to  organize  a  Treasury  Department  !  Where,  whence  is 
such  a  power  derived  1  Precisely  from  the  same  source  and 
by  the  same  deductions  that  the  power  to  create  a  nationol 
bank  is  derived — the  necessity  to  execute  granted  powers. 
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and  the  propriety  of  the  means  to  the  end.  But  the  con- 
stitutional question  aside,  the  question  of  expediency  still 
remains;  would  this  plan  "accomplish  the  beneficial  pur- 
pose promised  by  its  advocates  1*'  And  **  would  it  not 
impair  the  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popular  will,  injure 
the  character  and  diminish  the  influence  of  our  political 
system,  and  bring  into  existence  a  concentrated  money 
power  hostile  to  the  spirit,  and  threatening  the  permanen- 
cy of  our  republican  institutions  V* 

Could  ibis  system  furnish  a  currency  !  No  one  will  con- 
tend that  it  could  furnish  a  circulating  medium  of  specie. 
There  is  not  enough  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  world 
to  admit  of  a  circulating  medium  of  specie  alone,  and  it 
would  be  an  impracticable  medium  if  there  was.  It  never 
did,  and  never  can,  answer  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
8  basis  for  currency  and  of  change  in  small  transactions  of 
trade.  It  can  never  be  the  substitute  of  bills  of  exchange. 
It  cannot  be  had  for  the  currency,  if  it  is  to  be  demanded 
for  the  public  dues.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a  permanent 
Government  issue  of  paper.  Will  that  become  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  \  Ii  depends  upon  whether  it  is  to  be 
convertible.  If  convertible  into  specie,  it  will  never  circu- 
late, for  the  reason  that  the  public  debtors  will  always  re- 
turn it  upon  the  Government  to  c^U  for  the  specie  to  pay 
the  Government.  If  inconvertible,  or  Government  issues, 
as  the  banks  do,  more  paper  than  it  can  redeem,  the  paper 
will  depreciate,  or  the  Government  will,  at  times,  be  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  payments  precisely  as  the  banks — 
the  Government  will  become  a  greater  nuisance  to  the 
people,  and  mure  base  and  perfidious  to  them,  than  the 
local  banks  have  ever  become  to  the  Government  Besides, 
if  the  Government  issues  permanently  this  paper,  it  must 
receive  it  in  payment  of  the  public  duet.  If  it  receives  it  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  where  is  the  Government's 
specie  to  comeirom  to  redeem  the  excess  of  its  paper  which 
may  be  issued  over  and  above  the  amount  which  may  be 
required  to  meet  the  demand  for  paper  wherewith  to  pay 
the  public  dues?  Whether  such  paper  will  depreciate 
will  depend  upon  the  amount  Government  issues :  if  it  ex- 
ceeds the  demand  for  paying  public  dues,  the  paper  must 
depreciate,  as  did  our  old  continental  money.  If  it  does 
not  exceed  that  demand,  what  is  tu  become  of  the  great 
interests  of  trade — whence  the  supply  of  a  currency,  ex- 
change, and  a  safe,  sound,  and  uniform  circulating  medi- 
um ?  If  Guvernnient  is  not  to  concern  itself  about  sup- 
plying a  currency,  why  not  pay  specie  alone,  if  it  is  to  re- 
ceive specie  alone?  But,  sir,  it  is  not  in  the  mind  of  its 
advocates  to  make  this  plan  supply  a  currency.  It  is  to 
insure  the  Government  interests  alene,  and  to  leave  the 
people  to  take  care  of  themselves.  No,  not  to  leave  the 
country  to  shift  for  iteelf— it  must  destroy  the  country  by 
destroying  its  currency.  The  Government  will  operate  as 
a  great  sponge  to  absorb  the  specie  from  the  banks,  and 
from  its  proper  places  of  deposite  as  a  basis  of  circulating 
medium.  This  subrTreasuiy  system  must  inevitably  de- 
prpciate  the  local  bank  notes,  and  the  people's  securities  of 
trade  ;  it  must  leave  them  to  deal  in  shin-plasters  forever, 
whilst  it  deals  in  hard  money.  It  makes  the  servant  great- 
er than  the  master,  it  separates  the  Government  from  the 
people,  whilst  it  is  as  much  their  concern  as  are  private 
affairs ;  and  it  makes  the  interests  of  the  Government  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  people.  It  demands  of  the  people 
specie  for  Government,  while  the  Government  dries  up 
every  source  whence  specie  can  be  be  drawn.  It  establishes 
one  currency,  the  metallic,  for  the  servanu,  and  another, 
the  basest  depreciated  paper,  for  the  masters.  But  the 
money  view  of  this  scheme  is  nothing  compared  with  iu 
political  bearings.  Has  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  PicKxvs]  examined  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment to  collect  the  Government  dues  in  specie,  upon  *<the 
great  lamlcd  intercsU  of  the  South  ?"  He  is  sure,  he  says, 
that  it  will   make  us  our  own  importers.     I  insist,  sir,  on 


the  contrary,  that  it  will  raise  the  premium  on  specie  ex- 
orbitantly, and  that  premium  will  and  must  raise  the  tariflf. 
The  importer  must  purchase  the  specie  to  pay  the  duties  to 
Government,  and  the  amount  of  the  premium  must  be 
added  to  the  price  of  the  goods,  and  the  consumers,  his 
constituents  and  mine,  must  at  last  pay  the  pipers,  no 
matter  who  imports. 

But,  sir,  is  this  plan  "proper?"  Is  it  congenial  with 
the  spirit  of  our  institutions?  The  President  says,  *«  It  is 
believed  that  a  considerate  and  candid  investigation  of  these 
questions  will  result  in  the  conviction  that  the  proposed 
plan  is  far  less  liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  Execu- 
tive patronage  and  control,  than  any  bank  agency  that  has 
Iwen,  or  can  be,  devised."  This  is  the  very  essence  of  con- 
sistency. To  charter  a  national  bank  will  be  **  to  concen- 
trate a  moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  spirit  and  threatening 
the  permanency  of  our  republican  institutions;"  but  to  put 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  specie  in  the  hands  of  a 
h^.idred  thousand  ofiicers  of  the  Government,  the  Briarian 
arms  of  the  Executive— the  creatures  whom  the  President 
makes  and  unmakes  at  his  good  will  and  pleasure— will  lie 
a  sure  way  of  vindicating  the  supremacy  of  the  popular 
will,  of  preserving  the  character  and  influence  of  our  politi- 
cal system,  and  of  diffusing  the  moneyed  power !  When, 
too,  it  would  concentrate  about  sixteen  millions  in  specie 
in  the  hands  of  a  single  collector  in  the  city  of  New  York ! 
The  bank  of  the  United  States  might,  forsooth,  become  a 
dangeirous  political  monster  when  united  with  an  Execu- 
tive. This  plan  is  perfectly  harmless  and  innocent,  leas 
liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  "  Executive  patronage 
and  control,"  though  it  would  certainly  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  President  the  whole  concentrated  moneyed  power  of 
the  Government!  This,  sir,  is  too  unblushing  a  demand 
for  more  patronage  and  control ;  this  is  almost  putting  on 
tha  imperial  purple  end  the  crown  in  the  face  of  all  the 
people !     Oh,  no ;  the  President  meekly  says: 

«« If  a  Chief  Magistrate  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  him- 
self on  such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  that  to  me  nothing 
would  be  more  acceptable  than  the  withdrawal  from  the 
Executive,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  of  all  con- 
cern in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue ; 
not  that  I  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  C4i8t  upon 
me.  by  the  duties  of  my  oflice,  but  because  it  is  my  firm 
belief  thmt  its  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  degree  pro- 
mofed  by  the  possession  of  any  patronage  not  actually 
necessary  to  the  performance  of  those  duties.  But,  under 
our  present  form  of  government,  the  intervention  oT  the 
Executive  officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  b^ore  it  can 
be  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Executive 
would  be  increased  by  dispensing  with  the  agency  of  banks,  • 
the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  an  agency  must  be 
carefully  reganled,  and  a  comparison  must  be  instituted 
between  its  extent  in  the  two  cases." 

Yes,  sir,  **  if  he  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself  on 
such  a  point ;"  he  speaks  boldly  enough  when  vouching 
a  wish  to  be  deprived  of  <'all  concern  in  the  custody  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue" — «*not  that  he  would 
shrink" — oh,  no ;  he  boldly  argues  to  show  that  all  concern 
ought  to  be  given  up  to  him  and  his  minions !  What  did 
Mark  Antony  say  of  Cwsar?  «•  Thrice  did  he  refuse  the 
kingly  crown."  Sir,  if  nothing  would  be  more  acceptable 
to  the  President  than  the  withdrawal  from  the  Executive 
of  the  immense  and  irresistible  and  corrupting  mfluence 
and  patronage  which  the  public  money,  united  with  his  po- 
litical power,  gives  him  and  the  creatures  of  his  will,  I,  for 
one,  am  disposed,  gladly  eager  to  gratify  his  patriotic 
wishes.  I  devoutly  pray  that  you  will  indulge  aiich  a  desire, 
regain  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress  to  keep  and 
control  the  public  revenue,  and  that  you  will  rekindle  the 
spirit  and  protect  the  permanency  of  our  republican  insti- 
tutions by  diminishing  Executive  patronage  by  every  lavr> 
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fal  means  in  yonr  power.  Now  it  an  auspicious  period  to 
do  much  for  our  ilbertiesy  in  imminent  danger  from  this 
threatening  cause  of  alarm  to  every  watchful  and  faithful 
patriot.  But  no.  The  President,  so  tar  from  co-operating 
in  this  great  work  of  curtailing  Executive  patronage,  asks 
to  be  trusted  by  law  with  tlie  entire  collection,  keeping, 
and  disbuiaement  of  our  revenue ;  he  denounces  all  bank- 
ing, petitions  for  a  divorce  of  the  Government  from  banks, 
and  yet,  like  Madame  Darusmont,  is  for  a  union  with  a 
Government  bank !  Heretofore,  sir,  well  it  might  have  been 
said  of  him,  as  locofoco  John  Milton  says,  in  Paradise 
Regained,  of  Satan  : 

"  What  have  t)eAn  thy  answere,  what  but  dark, 
«  AmblffiKMis,  ami  wlih  double  sense  deluding, 
**  Which  they  who  asked  have  seldom  undarsiood, 
**  And  not  well  undensood  asoood  ooi  known  f 

Whoever,  by  consulting  at  thy  shrine, 
**  Returned  the  wiser,  or  the  more  instruct 
**  To  fly  or  follow  what  ooocemed  him  most, 
"  And  run  not  sooner  to  his  fatal  snare  1" 

But  now,  air,  now  the  veil  is  raised—the  horrid  front  is 
seen — the  wicked  intent  of  wedding  the  money  of  Go- 
vernment with  the  political  power  of  the  Executive  is 
pbinly  manifested ;  and,  if  the  people  start  not  back  af- 
liighteil  and  appalled,  it  will  be  because 

"  Ood  halh  justly  given  the  nation  up 

"  To  thy  defuaions,  justly,  since  they  fell 

"  Idolatioas !" 

When  Mr.  Wisa  bad  concluded. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  DAwaoir,  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill ;  which  was  re- 
jected, without  a  count. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
ENG,  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  which,  on 
motioQ  of  Mr.  PATTON,  then  adjourned^  at  a  quarter  past 
12  o'clock. 

Satub9at>  Octobh  14. 

After  tranaactiDg  some  other  business-* 
Mr.  GAMBRELENG,  on  leave,  submitted  the  foUow- 
ingr  rwelation : 

Hetohedj  That  the  Cleik  of  the  House  and  his  assutants, 
the  aergeant-at-arms,  the  principal  door-keeper  and  assistant 
door-keeper,  the  postmaster,  and  the  messengers  and  other 
attcndaDls  on  and  about  the  Hoose,  be  allowed  each  two 
moQtha'  pay  tor  services  during  the  extra  session:  and 
that  the  police  and  lamplighter  of  the  Capitol  and  Capitol 
sqoars^  be  allowed  one  months'  pay  each. 

Mr.  WHriTLESEY  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  BRI6G8  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
caAwacIng  the  librarian,  the  assistant  librarian,  and  mes- 
eenger  of  the  library. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  THOMPSON  in  favor  of 
the  lewlntion,  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  the  motion, 
hoc  gave  notice  that  he  should  introduce  a  resolution  at  the 
next  scasioD  of  Congiees,  requiring  all  these  matters  of  extra 
aenrioes  to  go  to  committees,  so  that  the  House  might  know 
what  these  extra  services  would  amount  to  before  they 
were  voted. 

Mr.  McKAY  renewed  the  motion  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

AfWr  some  remarks  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  THOMPSON, 

Mr.  £  WING  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  Uble : 
Jose 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to ;  and  after  some 
lemarkaby  Measra.  RENCHERand  A.  H.  SHEPPERD 
in  opposition  to,  and  Messrs.  BRIGGS,  CAMBRELENG, 
and  THOMPSON  in  favor  of,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 
'I*be  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesienlay  morning,  which  was  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
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Wisi's  resolution  on  the  Florida  war :  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  McKay's  motion  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  to  the  1st  of  December  next — 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  debate  npon  the  resolution  under  consideration,  he  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisi]  to  say 
that  he  had  been  informe^I  in  a  manner  entitled  to  credit 
that  General  Jesup  had  entered  into  an  engagement  with 
Hopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and  protect  that 
chief  in  his  possessions,  provided  he  would  give  his  aid  to 
the  army  of  the  United  States^  and  assist  General  Jesup 
in  his  operations;  that  the  gallant  Indian  chief,  relying  up- 
on the  assurances  of  General  Jesup,  had  devoted  himself 
to  our  service,  and  that,  after  success  crowned  the  oitera- 
tions  of  General  Jesup,  he  turned  upon  the  chief  in  viola- 
tion of  his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  his  possessions. 
I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time  with  the  impropriety  of 
the  conduct  thus  imputed  to  General  Jesup.  I  could  not 
believe  that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the  hum- 
blest ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army,  who  had  on  sev- 
eral occasions  displayed  a  combination  of  talents  and 
bravery  which  induced  the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a 
fit  commander  in  the  South,  would  so  far  debase  himself 
as  to  decoy  an  Indian  chief  into  his  service,  hy  a  promise 
of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  answered  his  purposes, 
turn  upon  his  ally  in  violation  of  his  engagement,  and  ex- 
pel him  from  his  home.  Such  conduct  would  not  only 
have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as  a  man,  but  it 
would  tarnish  the  reputation  of  the  country,  regarding  him 
as  the  representative  of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I  did,  I 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  General  Jesup'a 
engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and  after  conduct,  had 
been  the  result  of  orders  emanating  from  higher  authority, 
or  whether  General  Jesup  alone  was  responsible  t  The 
gentleman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to  answer.  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  the  substance  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  Gener- 
al Jesup.  On  day  before  yesterday  I  received  his  answer, 
in  which  he  says :  «  No  such  treaty  or  engagement  as  that 
stated  to  have  been  made  was  ever  thought  of;  eveiy 
engagement  made  with  Hopothlehohola,  so  fiir  as  depended 
upon  me,  or  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faithfully 
fulfilled."  Thus,  sir,  a  direct  contradiction  is  given  by 
General  Jesup  to  the  information  communicated  to  the 
House.  His  letter  evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  «« whole 
subject  of  the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investigated." 
Instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  he  invites  it.  His  language  is : 
«Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent  for ;  let  investigation  be 
pushed  to  the  utmost,  I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  engagement  with 
Hopothlehohola,  the  General  indignantly  remarks  that, 
had  it  been  made,  •<  no  power  on  earth  should  have  com- 
pelled him  to  violate  it"  He  would  have  surrendered  his 
commission  sooner  than  present  himself  before  the  world 
in  the  attitude  of  playing  the  hypocrite  with  an  Indian 
chief;  and,  alter  securing  his  confidence  and  assisUnce, 
turning  upon  him  the  instruments  of  destruction.  Such 
sentiments  are  worthy  of  an  American  general ;  and  I  trust, 
sir,  they  meet  with  proper  sympathy  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
members  of  this  House. 

I  have  thought  it  an  act  of  justice  to  General  Jesup  to 
make  the  preceding  statement ;  and  now  that  I  am  up,  I 
shall  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  I  trust  the  resolution 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  fullest  investlgaUon  may  be 
had  into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  WISE  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in  his  own 
person,  made  the  cliargo  at  all :  he  had  stated  it  as  it  had 
been  sUted  to  him :  he  rejoiced  to  hear  the  language  of 
General  Jesup  in  relation  to  it:  but  insisted  that  this  very 
reply  went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investigation  he 
advocated,  that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  innocent, 
while  the  guilty  were  exposed. 
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Mr.  UNDERWOOD  exculpated  Mr.  Wiss  from  all 
blame  in  the  matter,  and  ezpreaaed  approbation  of  his 
course,  as  an  honest  discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  hour  having  expired,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 
The  question  being  on  ordering  to  its  third  reading  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  imposing  additional  duties,  as  deposi- 
taries, im  tcertain  cases,  on  public  officers — 

Mr.  WILIilAMS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  tible;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clabk,  of  New 
York,  withdrew  it,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  Mr.  C.  an 
opportunity  of  submitting  some  remarks. 

Mr.  CLARK  then  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker  :  I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  or  to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I  should 
have  preferred  that  a  motion  had  been  made  to  postpone  its 
further  consideration  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session. 
The  subject  matter  of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a  diflerence  of 
opinion,  and,  fl  have  no  doubt,  an  honest  difference.  The 
gentleman  ^from- South  Carolina,  a  friend  of  the  administra- 
tion, in  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  he  should 
))e  railed  upon  at  this  time  for  final  action  on  the  bill.  He 
preferred  to  wait  until  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 
him  to  asoartain  the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these 
▼iews  I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I  shall 
do  so  for  the  same  reasons  which  would  influence  me  to  vote 
for  a  postponement  until  the  next  session,  considering  tbe 
efiects  the  same,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
fate  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I  am  about  to  give  will  furnish 
no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
of  my  action  on  the  question- of  its  final  passage.  The 
sub-Treasufy  scheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure, is  novel.  In  1835,  it  was  proposed  by  the  whigs  in 
Congress,  and  received  the  unanimous  and  vigorous  oppo- 
sition of  the  democratic  members.  Whether  it  is  possible 
for  the  opposition  to  originate  a  good  measure,  I  will  not 
inquire.  They  have,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  pre- 
senting at  this  session  any  measure,  good,  bad,  or  indifier- 
ent,  always  saving  and  excepting  their  sovereign  remedy, 
their  universal  panacea  for  all  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank. 

I  repeat  that  this  measiure,  as  a  democratic  one,  is  new. 
Public  opinion  has  not  been  sufficiently  enlightened  to 
draw  any  correct  conclusion  of  its  disposition.  It  has  not 
been,  to  any  conmderable  extent,  the  subject  of  discussion, 
either  in  the  social  cifcle,  or  in  the  primary  assemblies  of 
the  people.  And  tbe  same  remark  is  true  as  regards  the 
newspaper  press.  I  doubt  whether  &ye  country  papers  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  session  of  Congress, 
had  canvassed  this  project,  or  given  any  opinions  thereon. 
The  Albany  Argns,  the  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
State — a  journal  which  possesses  great  influence  over  the 
country  press — had  not,  up  to  that  period,  taken  ground  on 
this  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  that  resolutions  emanating  from  county  conven- 
tions could  be  considered  as  furnishing  that  evidence  of  the 
popular  will  as  they  otherwise  would.  All  the  republican 
conventions  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general 
principles  set  forth  in  the  message ;  few  of  them,  however, 
have  given  any  expression  of  opinion  as  regards  this  specific 
measure.  No  one  is  more  ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  bow 
with  deference  to  the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  formed 
upon  reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
pressed, than  myself;  and  it  will  ever  lie  my  pleasure  to 
carry  that  will  into  execution.  Were  I  opposed  to  this  bill, 
(and  I  repeat  that  I  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it, )  1 
would,  with  alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  the  feet 
of  my  constituents. 

Sir,  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.    The  Government  is  now  going  on  receiv- 


ing and  disbursing  its  revenue  in  the  same  manner  as  pro- 
vided in  the  bill.    Should  it  now  pass,  it  will  prodtioe  do 
change.  Since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  Gov- 
ernment  has  met  with  no  difficulty  In  the  management  of  its 
fiscal  operations,  neither  can  it  for  six  short  weeks,  at  which 
time  the  bill  can  be  acted  on,  under  the  influence  of  a  well 
informed  and  plainly  expressed  public  opinion.    It  b«B 
been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  enjoyed  an  interchange  of 
sentiment  with  my  constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House.     Business  of  a  private,  but  prenUig 
nature,  has  entirely  separated  me  from  them  since  April 
last     I  wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  for  this  purpose  I 
should  be  glad,  by  a  personal  interview,  to  ascertain  that 
will ;  and  when  ascertained,  I  shall  not  fail  to  execute  it. 

Mr.  C.  then,  according  to  tbe  pledge  he  had  given,  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  with  a  view 
to  give  time  for  members  to  come  in. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and 
ordered ;  and  being  taken,  restilted  as  follows:  Yeas  166, 
nays  5. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  there  should  be  a  call. 
The  roll  was  thereupon  called,  when  818  members  re- 
sponded to  their  names.*    The  doors  having  been  ckwed, 
and  the  absentees  called  over,  222,  in  all,  appeared  to  be 
present 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings 
in  the  call. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  with  a  view  to  allow  sUli  fur- 
ther opportunity  for  absent  members  to  come  in,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion. 

They  were  ordered,  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas 
171,  nays  30. 

So  the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  doors  of  the  ball 
were  re-opened. 

The  question  being  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table— 
Mr.  6RENNELL  dCmtoded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  the  mover  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
with  a  view  to  enable  him  to  move  an  amendment  to  tbe 
bill,  which  he  was  mostanxiotis  to  obCitiii  a  decision  apen. 
The  mover  refusing — 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  that  the  amendmetit  should  be  read; 
but  the  Chair  ruled  that  to  be  out  of  order  after  a  motion 
had  been  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  tha  taMa. 

Mr.  H  AYNES  made  the  question  of  older,  but  tbe  Chair 
affirmed  its  decision,  from  which  no  appeal  was  taken. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  and  resolled  as 
follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  3. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boiden,  Bnggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatban, 
Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockeit, 
Curtis,  Cnshing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewiug,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R.' Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Orifl[in,  Halsted,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hanry  Herod,  Hoflman, 
Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  O.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Law- 
ler,  Legare,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Pattenon,  Fatten,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips 
Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Heed,  Rencber,  Richanl- 
son,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A. 
H.  Sheppord,  C.  Shepaid,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stewart,  8t<me,  Slratton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  John  White,  E.  WhitUesey,  L.  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  .Williams, 
Wise,  Yorke— 119. 
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Nats — Menra.  Andenon,  Andrews,  Alherton,  Bestty, 
Beirne,  BickneU,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead, 
Branson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambroleng,  T.  J.  Carter, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Crai^,  C ashman,  Davee,  DeGrafT,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallop,  Gholaon,  Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jonas^  Kemble,  Klingenamith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Arphazed  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgmn,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Parker,  ParmenCer,  Paynter,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Shefler,  Sheptor,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titos,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Weg- 
ener, Webster,  Weeks.  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams^ Worthington,  Ydl— 107. 

8o  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  now  wished  to  offer  his  amendment,  bat 
the  chair  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  whether  a  motion  to  take  up 
the  hill  again  might  not  be  entertained  by  consent  of  soch 
%  majority  as  were  competent  to  change  the  order  of  busi- 
ness? 

The  CHAIR  said  that  could  only  be  done  by  suspend- 
ing the  rules  for  the  purpose.  No  business  had  inti*rvened 
after  laying  the  bill  on  Uie  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  adjourn.     Negatived. 

Mr.  LEWIiJ  now  said  business  had  intervened,  and 
again  moved  that  the  bill  be  taken  up,  and  his  amendment 
received. 

The  CHAIR  still  deciding  the  motion  to  be  out  of  or- 


Mr.  GRIFFIN,  to  accommodate  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  bfU  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  BORDEN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a  recon- 
sideration on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.     Being  taken,  they  resulted  as  fol- 


TsAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Alleo,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Bciggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs^  Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crock- 
ett, Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Swing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more^ J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Go<^e,  J.  Graham,  W. 
Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hearings,  Hawes,  Heniy,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  H. 
Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lin- 
coln, A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, 8.  Mason,  Msury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milllgan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Pattenon,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts, 
lUriden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumsey, 
koasell.  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stewart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson^  Tilling- 
bast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E. 
WhiUlaaey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Wijliams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  WUliams,  Wise,  Yorke— 118. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beime,  BickneU,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Bynuro,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chap- 
Qan,  CilVay,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Coshman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
ni^toQ,  Fmirfield,  I.  Fleteher,  Foster,  fry,  Gallup,  Gholson, 


Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  H^nes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis, 
Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives,  Rob- 
ertson, Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Wegener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  J.  W.  WillUms,  Worthington,  Yell— 105. 
So  the  House  ordered  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
which  motion  prevailing,  Mr.  Howakd,  of  Maryland,  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  late  deposite  banks. 

The  bill  is  in  the  foUowmg  words  *. 
An  Act  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late 
deposite  banks. 

Beit  enacted,  4'C.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  continue  to  withdraw 
the  public  money,  now  remaining  in  any  of  the  former  de- 
posite banks,  in  a  manner  as  gradual  and  convenient  to  the 
institutions  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wanta 
of  the  Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be 
drawn;  and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  requ^red  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty -six,  under  which  those  depositee 
were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank  which  has  met, 
and  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. This  provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public 
moneys  as  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  dubursing  or  other  public  officer  of  the  Govem- 
menL 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  neg- 
lect or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  shall 
make  them,  in  conformity  with  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
suite  shall  be  instituted,  where  that  has  not  already  been 
done,  to  recover  the  amounte  due  to  the  United  States, 
unless  the  defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  bond, 
with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  pay  to  the  United  States  the  whole  moneys  due 
from  it  in  three  instalmento ;  the  first  to  be  paid  at  the  ex- 
piration of  four  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
second  at  the  expiration  of  six  months,  and  the  remaining 
instalment  at  the  expiration  of  nine  months  from  the  same 
period;  and  interest  thereupon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  from  the  time  of  default,  together  with  any 
damages  which  may  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  from 
protesto  of  drafb  drawn  upon  it,  or  from  any  other  conse- 
quences of  ite  failure  to  fulfil  ite  obligations  to  the  public 
Treasury. 

To  this  bill  Mr.  Looxis,  of  New  York,  had  moved,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  10th  of  October,  the  following  amendment  to  the 
first  section : 

«  Providing,  that  all  banks  give  security  for  the  payment 
of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  on  all  sums  of  money  remain- 
ing in  their  possession  as  depositee." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  suggesteil  to  Mr.  L.  to 
adopt  a  modification  of  his  motion,  to  which,  after  some 
desultory  explanations  as  to  the  wording  of  the  bill,  he 
consented. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  amendment 
as  moditied,  and  wished  to  introduce  a  different  one. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  oxpIanatioD  of 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  preferred  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Loo- 
ms to  that  of  Mr.  Garland.  He  thought  the  deposite 
banks  should  be  chsrgcd  with  interest  for  the  use  and  en- 
joyment of  the  public  money.  He  looked  upon  the  bill  as 
inseparably  connected  with  the  bill  to*postpone  the  payment 
of  the  public  deposites,  and  he  was  opposed  to  any  action 
of  the  House  which  would  relieve  the  Government  from 
compliance  with  that  law,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  which  shall  be  due  to 
the  Stales  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839. 

Mr.  L.  showed  the  connexion  between  this  and  the 
postponement  bill,  going  into  the  subject  at  some  length. 

He  had  not  finished,  when  the  House  took  the  usual 
recess. 

EFVHiiie  SxBsiov. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  closed  his  remarks,  begun  before  the 
House  took  its  recess. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  of  Alabama,  followed,  and  went  into  a 
view  of  the  general  policy  of  the  bill,  suggesting,  at  the 
close,  to  the  mover  of  the  pending  amendment  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  same,  to  the  effect  that  the  bond  contemplated 
by  the  bill  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  moneys  due  the 
Government,  in  three  instalments ;  the  first  on  the  first  of 
July,  1838,  the  second  in  six  months  afterwards,  and  the 
third  in  twelve  months,  after  default :  provided  that  such 
deposite  banks  as  beieng  exclusively  to  the  State  in  which 
they  are  situated,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  faith  of 
ouch  State  is  pledged,  shall  not  be  required  to  give  the  se- 
curity in  this  section  contemplated. 

Mr.  ADAMS  now  rose,  and  said  he  had  some  inquiries 
to  make  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  He  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  what  banks  the  following  words  were 
intended  to  apply :  **  And  that  no  further  interest  than  that 
required  by  the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which 
those  deposites  were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank 
which  has  met,  and  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions 
of  the  Department." 

Mr.  Cambrilbito  replied  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  answered  his  own  interrogatory,  by  reading 
from  the  bill  itself.  The  section  simply  meant  to  hold  the 
deposite  banks  to  the  performance  of  their  obligations. 

Mr.  Adaws  resumed.  Ho  could  not  perceive  the  need 
of  any  law  at  all  on  the  subject,  unless  there  was  some 
particular  allusion  in  this  provision  of  the  bill  to  delinquent 
banks.  According  to  this  reply  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  banks  that  have  paid 
every  dollar  they  owed  the  Treasury,  and  faithfully  com- 
plied with  their  engagements,  are  to  be  treated  precisely  as 
defaulting  banks  are. 

Mr.  Caxbrblbitg  remarked  that  the  act  would  hold  out 
inducements  to  comply  faithfully  with  their  engagements. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  of  what  earthly  use  is  it  to  make  such 
an  inducement  for  those  banks  which  have  already  and  al- 
ways done  this  ?  This  was  somewhat  insulting  to  such 
institutions.  The  question  was  not  answered;  and  he 
conceived  that  if  the  bill  were  to  pass  in  its  present  form, 
it  would  not  operate  as  any  relief  to  the  deposite  banks ; 
being  simply  an  act  declaring  that  the  Government  will 
not  charge  with  unlawful  interest  any  institution  which 
has  always  faithfully  performed  its  engagements.  The  law 
would  be  a  perfect  dead  letter.  And  here  Mr.  A.  referred 
again  to  the  language  of  the  bill.  It  provides,  he  said, 
that  the  money  was  to  be  positively  drawn — in  a  gradual 
manner — with  no  further  interest  chargeable  thereon  than 
that  provided  by  the  deposite  act  of  1 836,  to  any  bank 
which  has  met,  and  which  shall  meet,  its  engagements. 


If  a  bank  had  not  complied  with  its  engagements,  though 
the  def  lult  should  be  ever  so  small,  this  section  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  case.    It  simply  says  to  those  which  have 
fulfilled  all  their  engagemenU,  we  will  not  play  the  Shy- 
lock  with  you,  because  you  have  been  true  to  your  engage- 
ments.    The  next  section  of  the  bill  proposes  to  put  the 
claims  described  in  the  first  section  in  suit.    This  certainly 
could  not  be  done,  inasmuch  as  the  only  banks  to  which 
any  direct  allusion  is  had  io  that  section  are  those  whVdi 
have  met  and  shall  meet  all  their  engagements.     This  was 
the  first  inquiry  Mr.  A.  wished  to  make.     The  committee 
could  decide  for  themselves  how  far  it  had  l)cen  answered, 
and  what  necessity  there  was  for  the  passage  of  any  such 
law  as  is  now  proposed. 

The  second  question  he  would  propound  (and  he  adied 
pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  Camirkl- 
KHo,  for  troubling  him,  but  he  confessed  that  his  faculties 
of  comprehension  did  not  permit  him  to  understand  the 
phraseology  of  the  bill)  was.  what  is  meant  by  "  no  farther 
interest"  in  this  section  1  He  would  ask,  what  «« further 
interest'*  could  be  demanded  than  that  contemplated  hj  the 
act  of  1836 1  The  object  of  a  law  was  ever  to  remedy 
some  existing  evil ;  but  in  this  case  the  tenns  of  the  law 
itself  deny  that  any  evil  exists. 

Mr.  Cambhblbito  rose  quickly,  and  remarked  that  at  m 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  the  last  working  night,  he 
eould  not  waste  his  time  in  discussing  noons  and  pronouns^ 
verbs  and  adverbs,  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Well,  sir,  as  language  is  com- 
posed of  nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs  and  adverbs,  when 
they  are  put  together  to  constitute  the  law  of  the  land,  the 
meaning  of  them  may  surely  be  demanded  of  the  legisla- 
tor, and  those  parts  of  speech  may  well  be  used  for  such 
a  purpose.  But  if  such  explanation  be  impossible,  it  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  expected  that  this  House  will  con- 
sent to  pass  a  law  composed  of  nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs 
and  adverbs,  which  the  author  of  it  himself  does  not  under- 
stand. 

But,  sir,  the  act  goes  on  to  provide  as  follows:  "This 
provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public  moneys  as  may 
remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  dis- 
bursing or  other  public  officer  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  A.  would  ask,  what  suit  could  be  brought  on  the 
first  section  of  this  bill  against  any  bank  or  corporation  ? 
It  operates  on  nothing.  It  is  a  dead  letter,  and  ought  not 
to  be  adopted  by  this  committee. 

Mr.  A.  presumed  that  the  bill  was  susceptible  of  amend- 
ment ;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  any  other  gentleman,  would  move  such  a  one 
as  would  make  the  bill  operative  for  some  end  or  object,  he 
would  go  for  such  an  amendment,  although  he  should  af- 
terwards vote  against  the  bill.     He  should  not  himself  of- 
fer any  such  amendment.     He  would  suppose  that  it  was 
generally  believed  by  members,  who  had  not  particulariy 
noted  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  that  it  was  intended  to 
relieve  delinquent  deposite  banks — banks  which  had  sus- 
pended specie  payments — banks  which  had  not  met  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  Department — ^banks  which  bad  dishonor- 
ed its  drafts,  and  thereby  become  liable  to  the  demand  of 
some  further  interest  than  that  required  by  the  deposite 
*act  of  23d  Jane,  1836 ;  which  further  interest  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  this  provision  of  the  bill  to  relinquish,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.     But  this  section  has  no  reference 
to  any  such  bank.     It  applies  solely  and  excluavely  to 
banks  which  have  met,  and  shall  meet,  all  the  requisitions 
of  the  Department — which  have  not  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments— ^which  have  punctually  paid,   and   shall  hereafter 
pay,  every  dollar  of  draft  due  by  them  ;  and  with  exquisite 
absurdity  this  section  provides  that  no  further  interest  shsJI 
be  demanded  of  them  than  that  required   by  the  deposite 
act  of  Jane,  1836 ;  that  is,  that  the  Governmeut  will  not 
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demand  of  them  that  which  it  has  not  the  shadow  or  pre- 
tence of  a  right  to  demand.  Now,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  would 
suppose  it  intended  to  apply  to  the  delinquent  banks,  snd 
he  most  ask  another  question,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  might 
ssem  to  betray  great  ignorance  on  his  part,  and  that  was, 
what  was  the  true  import  of  the  proviso  contained  in  this 
bill,  that  <«  no  further  interest  shall  be  demanded  of  the 
banks,  though  delinquent,  then  that  lequired  by  the  depos- 
its set  of  38d  June,  18S6 1" 

It  was  necessary  to  presuppose,  in  order  to  give  any 
meaning  to  this  paseage,  that  the  Government  have  a  right 
to  demand  soroediing  more  than  this ;  and,  although  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  so 
unwilling  to  answer  his  questions,  he  must  still  hold  him 
responsible  to  the  committee  for  a  proper  exphmation  of 
bis  own  propoeition.  And  what  does  the  Government,  in 
this  section,  resign  by  this  promise  t  What  is  the  sub- 
ilsnee  of  this  promise  1  What  right  have  we  to  demand 
what  thb  bill  makes  m promtae  to  resign?  Mr.  A.  took 
it  for  granted  that  it  was  some  penalty  incurred  by  the  de- 
linquent hanks,  in  not  meeting  the  demands  of  the  Gov- 
smmsHt^  that  was  intsaded  hereby  to  be  relinquished,  on 
csrtafai  conditiena.  By  the  charters  of  most  banks,  so  far 
as  he  knew,  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenU  forfeited 
their  charters,  or  subjected  them  to  the  payment  of  extra- 
ordinary interest.  The  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
Unitrd  Sutes  required  the  payment  of  twelve  per  cent, 
per  annum  interest  sfter  refusal  to  pay  specie ;  and  the 
banks  of  his  own  State,  (Massachusetts,)  by  suspending 
specie  payments,  ipcurred  the  penalty  of  paying  twenty- 
four  per  cent,  interest.  Mr.  A.  took  this  section  to  apply 
to  soch  proirisions  ss  these  in  the  charters  of  the  deposite 
banks ;  and  he  demanded  again  for  whom  this  relief  was 
intended  1  What  is  relinquished  in  each  of  the  contem- 
plated cases  ?  The  country  should  know.  It  was  not 
OUT  own  claims  that  were  to  be  given  up  or  compromised, 
bat  those  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  was  their 
money  which  these  banks  were  refusing  to  pay.  Now 
this  bill  promises  to  relinquish  every  thing — the  penalty, 
whatever  it  may  be,  in  each  case,  the  extra  interest,  every 
things  in  short,  if  the  banks  will  only  pay  the  Government 
what  they  owe  in  a  reasonable  time.  Now,  will  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell  this 
committee  what  this  is  which  he  proposes  to  give  away, 
sad  relinquish  to  these  banks,  in  the  name  of  the  people  1 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  but  one  way  of  re- 
sponding  to  the  gentleman  from  MassachusetU — be  would 
call  for  the  consideration  of  some  other  bills  before  the 
comnuttee. 

Mr.  ABAMS  called  the  choirman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  snd  Means  to  order,  and  the  latter  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  LYON  remarked  that,  by  a  provision  in  the  char- 
ter of  one  of  the  banks  alluded  to,  the  Bank  of  Alabama, 
no  penalty  for  the  non-redemption  of  ita  notes  in  specie 
could  be  demanded  by  the  United  States  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  how  it  then  happened  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  had  confided  the  public  money  to 
an  institution  in  which  it  was  not  protected  )ay  the  liability 
of  sacfa  institution  to  the  same  penalty  as  in  other  cases'? 
It  was  the  duty  of  Cong^ress  to  see  that  justice  was  done 
to  this  Government  as  to  the  keeping  safely  of  the  public 
moneys.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted  thus,  he 
bad  wasted  and  risked  the  safety  of  the  money  of  the  people. 
But  the  section  referred  to  does  not  apply  even  to  the 
Bank  of  Alabama.  Even  though  that  institution  has  fail- 
ed u>  comply  with  ita  obligations  to  the  Government,  it  is 
not  held  by  any  penalty  in  the  act  before  the  committee  to 
answer  Ibr  ita  delinquency.  It  is  perfectly  clear,  and  may 
safely  continue  in  such  delinquency,  for  this  provision 
of  the  act  is,  to  all  intenta  and  purposes,  even  if  pass- 
ed, a  dead  letter.     And  thus  gentlemen  are  in  a  dilemma. 


Either  the  bank  has  subjected  itself  to  the  |)ayment  of  ex- 
tra intere^tt  by  refusing  to  pay  specie,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  made  with  that  bank  a  ruinous  bargain, 
(so  fiir  aa  the  countiy  is  concerned,}  by  which  it  escape* 
with  impunity.  And,  by  the  way,  it  might  be  reroaited, 
(said  Mr.  A.,)  that  this  answers  another  gentlemmi  who  had 
complained  of  the  bill  before  the  committee  as  an  ex  poit 
fttdo  law,  and  oppressive  and  cruel  in  ita  operations  upon 
the  State  he  came  from.  Certainly  there  was  nothing 
cruel  in  the  tenna  of  the  act ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
eicessively  indulgent  to  all  the  delinquent  banks. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  the  committee  now  perceived  the 
rehitieii  in  which  the  Bank  of  Alabama  stood  to  the  State 
itself— the  bank  itself  being  the  State.  But  it  had  been 
said  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ckambibs]  that 
it  wa»impossibIe,  in  this  particular  case,  to  raiae  the  money 
required.  What,  sir,  asked  Mr.  A.,  is  the  credit  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  worth  nothing  1  Sir,  could  not  the 
State  of  Alabama  raise  by  her  credit,  in  twenty-four  hours, 
a  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  pay  off  this  debt  of 
her  banki  [Mr.  Chapxait  said,  '*  Tes,  at  t^e  per  cent, 
interest"]  It  was,  then,  perfectly  poeaible,  and  it  was 
natural  that  the  gentlemen  from  that  State  should  feel  in- 
dignant at  the  imputalion  thai  it  was  not,  especially  when, 
as  had  been  said  by  one  of  them,  [Mr.  Chapman,]  that 
that  State  could,  at  any  moment,  raise  a  loan  of  a  million 
of  dollars!  And  where,  then,  asked  Mr.  A.,  would  be 
the  charge  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of  this  dead- letter  law  1 

As  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  A.  did  not 
know  any  very  strong  objections  which  could  be  brought 
against  it.  He  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
June,  1836,  depositing  the  surplus  monoy  in  the  Treasury 
widi  the  States,  and  adverted  te  the  facta  that  three  of  the 
instalmenta,  authorized  by  that  act  of  Congress,  had  been 
paid  over,  and  that  the  fourth  instalment,  payable  on  the 
6rst  day  of  the  current  month,  had  been  po6i|toned,  by  a 
recent  act,  until  January,  1839.  In  connexion  with  these 
facta,  Mr.  A.  took  a  comparative  view  of  the  amounts  to 
which  the  States  were  severally  entitled,  on  the  Ut  of  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  under  the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  and  of 
the  amounta  of  public  moneys  actually  on  deposite  with 
the  several  States  in  July  and  August,  1837,  observing 
that  he  derived  these  statementa  from  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  A.,  there  is  one  point  of 
view  in  which  this  bill,  together  with  that  to  which  it  is  a 
mere  supplement  or  rider — I  mean  the  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites  with 
the  States — is  so  deeply  interesting  to  my  immediate  con- 
stituents, to  those  of  myVolleaguea,  and  to  those  of  many 
other  members  of  this  House,  that  I  deem  it  my  indispen- 
sable duty  to  expose  it  to  the  House  and  to  the  country, 
in  minute,  though  in  dry  and  tedious  detail.  As  a  pre- 
liminary to  which,  I  must  read  so  much  of  the  deposite  act 
of  the  33d  of  June,  1836,  as  prescribes  the  payment  of  the 
deposites  to  the  States.     It  is  in  these  words : 

«  Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  money 
which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Ist  day. of  January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  by  law  authorize  their  treasurers  or  other  competent 
authorities  to  receive  the  same  on  the  terms  hereinafter 
specified,  dec. 

<<Scc  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
deposites  shall  be  made  with  the  said  States  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions,  and  at  the  following  times,  to  wit :  one- 
quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1837,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  be ;  one-quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of 
April ;  one-quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  July ;  and  one- 
quarter  part  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  all  of  the  same  year.*' 
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The  conditions  were  accepted  by  all  the  States.  The 
pledgee,  you  will  observe,  was  positive  and  unqoalified. 
The  surplus  (reserving  the  five  millions)  actually  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  was  all  positive- 
ly and  expressly  devoted  to  be  deposited  with  the  States. 
The  word  appropriated  was  not  used,  because  it  was  to  be 
a  deposite ;  but  the  identical  money  was  as  specifically  de- 
noted as  it  could  have  been  by  a  direct  appropriation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  third  day  of  January,  1837,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  balance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  day  of  that  month,  subject  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  different  States,  had  been  ascertained  to  be 
thirty-seven  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  ninety-seven  cents. 
And  appended  to  that  report  was  a  statement  of  the  sums 
payable  to  each  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  in  the 
fulfilment  of  that  act  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  instalmenta  have  according- 
ly been  paid^zoepting  a  part  of  the  third,  which  yet  re- 
mains m  transitu ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  this  month  the 
sum  of  #9,367,914  99  should  have  been  paid  to  the  seve- 
ral States  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  three  previous  in- 
stalmenta had  been  paid,  and  as  had  been  specified  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  House  of  8d 
of  January,  1837. 

The  money  was,  on  the  1st  of  October,  all  in  the  depos- 
ite banks  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself. 
It  was  to  have  been  expected  that,  with  the  ample  notice 
which  he  had  enjoyed  of  more  than  fifteen  months  since 
the  enactment  of  the  deposite  law,  he  would  at  least  have 
taken  care  to  place  in  the  deposite  banks  of  each  State  a 
sum  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  instalment  payable  to 
that  same  State.  By  this  simple  operation,  when  the  1st 
day  of  October  came,  the  instalment  due  each  State  would 
have  been  deposited  in  its  own  banks,  ready  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of  its  tnsasurer,  or  other  olAcer  duly  authorized 
to  receive  the  money. 

Instead  of  this,  what  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
done  with  it  1  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  oompamtive  statement 
of  the  sums  which  each  of  the  States  was,  by  the  deposits 
act  of  the  2dd  of  June,  1836,  entitled,  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1837,  to  receive,  with  the  sums  in  actual  deposite,  in 
the  late  deposite  banks  throughout  the  Union,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  and  again  with  the  bal- 
ances due  by  the  same  deposite  banks  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, three  days  after  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite 
with  the  States  should  have  been  paid. 

It  is  a  very  curious  poper ;  and,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  VV*ays  and  Means'laid  before  the  House,  and 
obtained  an  order  for  the  printing  of  a  statement  by  himself 
of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  if  I  possessed  as  much  as 
he  does  of  the  favor  of  the  House,  I  would  solicit  the  same 
privilege  for  this  statement  of  mine,  all  drawn  from  the  re- 
porta  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.  But  I  shall 
not  make  that  request.  I  shall  merely  publish  it  for  the 
information  of  the  people,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  special 
attention  of  the  members  upon  this  floor,  of  what  used  to 
be  called  the  good  old  thirteen  States ;  above  all,  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  six  New  England  States,  that  they  may 
see  how  uatorally  the  money  of  this  Union  flows  to  the 
North  or  to  the  East.  And,  as  some  of  them  beve  been 
taught,  by  sundry  learned  statistics  of  the  Globe,  to  think 
that  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depositee 
ought  to  be  repealed,  because  it  would  require  a  new  tax 
upon  the  people,  I  respectfully  ask  them  to  perform  the 
simple  process  of  arithmetical  subtraction  of  nine  million 
three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  centa,  the  whole  sum 
which  should  have  been  paid  to  the  States  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, from  the  sum  of  nine  million  eight  hundred  and  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  doUara  and  forty- 


nine  cants,  which  on  that  veiy  first  of  October  wasa  cto- 
ally  deposited  in  the  favorite  depository  banks  so  cordiaUy 
cherished  and  so  often  eulogised  by  the  profound  calculatinr 
of  the  Treasury  DopartroenU  The  money  was  all  tbeis. 
At  least  it  had  been  all  there;  and  if  it  had  been,  at  the 
special  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
scattered  abroad  in  discounta  among  the  people,  to  purchase 
friends  to  the  administration,  he  was  at  least  responsible 
that  the  money  should  be  forthcoming  when  it  should  be 
wanted  lor  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment.  He  had^ 
I  say,  more  than  fifteen  months'  notice  of  that  coming  day — 
more  than  ten  months'  notice  of  it  before  the  suspension  of 
specie  paymenta  l^  any  of  the  banks.  The  specie  dreular 
was  issued  within  twenty  days  after  the  enaotment  of  the 
deposite  law.  Nothing  but  the  ceostttutional  canrency, 
gold  and  silver,  was,  with  a  trifling  exception,  to  be  re- 
ceived at  all  the  hmd  olfiostf  for  the  proceeds  of  s^es  of  the 
public  lands.  Why  is  it  that  the  Secretary  had  not,  before 
the  first  of  October,  1837,  placed  in  deposite  to  the  banks 
of  each  State  in  the  Union  a  aum  sufficient  to  pay  the  in- 
stalment due  to  that  State  on  that  day  1  Why  is  it  thai, 
after  draining  the  Atlantic  States  of  their  gold  and  silver, 
to  psy  at  Western  laml  offioss,  snd  into  Western  banks, 
for  all  the  wild  speculations  in  Waitern  lands,  whep  the 
dsy  of  payment  comos  for  the  fourth  inslahnent,  the  funds 
are  found  all  or  nearly  all  drawn  off  from  all  the  depostto 
banks  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  millions  upon  millicms, 
not  of  constitotional  currsncy,  but  of  unavailable  funds  of 
rags  and  shin-plasters,  are  heaped  up  in  thoss  vsry  West- 
em  and  Southwestern  States,  where  the  land  was  sold,  and 
where  the  specie  cinwlarwas  to  prove  a  mine  ••outshining 
far  the  wealth  of  Ormus  or  of  Ind  V 

[Mr.  A.  referred  to  the  following  statement*  which  he 
held  in  his  hand :] 

ComnaFati  ve  statement  of  the  roms  wh  Ich  each  Slate  of  the  Unten  was, 
by  the  deposite  aa  of  Wd  June,  1838,  enUtled  lo  recetvs  on  the  lat  of 
Ocuiber,  lffl7 ;  with  the  sunia  which  were  actually  iodepoeiie  m  the 
deposite  l^nka  of  each  Sute,  in  July  and  Augjjst,  1937,  an  appears  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ths  Treoaury  on  tlis  finances  at  the  eom- 
roencementof  the  session ;  and  with  the  halanoes  aiill  due  by  ibe  said 
banks,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1837,  according  lo  ihe  Treasurer's  week- 
ly  statement  of  thai  date,  appendeJ  to  the  report  of  the  Secretarrof 
the  Treasury  to  the  House  of  RepresenutiTSS,  of  0th  Oclober.  iWi 
showing  the  sums  drawn  from  the  depoaita  banks  between  August 
and  Oclober. 
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[In  fbe  tbove  table  Mr.  A.  wm  so  partiealar  as  to  cal- 
cnlato  not  only  the  cents  hut  the  fractions  of  cents,  in  the 
proportion  of  the  snrphis  due  to  each  State ;  but  for  the  sake 
of  compressinf  the  table  into  convenient  width,  we  have 
omitted  both  the  cento  and  the  firaettons.] 

Let  us  now  oonpare  the  threec  olomns  of  this  compara- 
tive statement  with  each  other,  and  see  how  the  different 
States  of  the  Union  have  been  treated,  firat  by  the  deposits 
law,  ihe  act  of  Congress,  and  secondly  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  executive  administration. 

The  firat  eotumn  shows  the  sum  which  each  State  of 
the  Union  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  93d  June,  1836, 
entitM  on  the  1st  of  this  present  month  of  October  to 


The  second  column  shows  the  amount  which  the  depos- 
its banks  in  each  State  had  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tneasury,  and  was  due  from  them  at  the  oommence- 
meot  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  third  column  shows  the  amount  of  balances  still 
due  from  the  ssme  deposite  banks  on  the  4th  day  of  the 
present  month,  that  is,  precisely  at  the  time  when  the 
foufth  instalment  should  have  been  paid. 

Examine  this  statement,  and  you  will  find  that  on  the 
first  of  this  month  the  Sute  of  Maine  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive $818,613  76 ;  that  at  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion fittn  were  in  the  five  deposite  banks  of  that  State 
only  $1 17,042  96 ;  and  that  on  the  4lh  Of  October  that  sum 
had  been  reduced  to  $41,708  83.  Maine,  therefore,  was 
entitled  to  receive  largely  more  than  $300,000.  She  had 
received  in  deposite  in  her  banks  on  the  first  day  of  this 
session,  $1 17,000 ;  and  this  scanty  sum  had,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  been  reduced  to  $41,708  03.  LiUle  short  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  has  thus  been 
fikJied  from  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  given, 
for  the  present  at  least,  to  the  Statesat  the  south  ind  "west- 
em  extremities  of  the  Union. 

Tbe  State  of  New  Hampshire  was  entitled  to  receive 
#333,038  93.  She  bad  in  six  deposite  banks  at  the  com- 
meDcement  of  the  session  $1 14,036,  81 ;  out  of  which 
wens  sqoecsed  before  the  4th  of  October  'so  much  ss  left 
only  $83,835  98.  Her  contribution  to  the  Southwestern 
banks  was  only  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  Secretary  cannot  be  charged  with  partiality  to 
his  native  State.  How  is  it  with  mine  1  Massachusetts 
was  entitled  to  receive  $446,067  86.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  she  had  in  four  banks  $81,278  40; 
which  on  the  4tfa  of  October  was  reduced  to  $43,891  30 ; 
but,  in  the  last  return  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  several 
new  coluoms  are  introduced,  one  of  which  is  of  over-drafts, 
and  two  of  the  Mastaehusetto  banks  are  credited  with  these 
ovcT-draAs  to  the  amount  of  $18,000,  which,  if  subtracted 
from  the  balance  still  charged  agahist  them,  will  leave  it 
lese  than  $80,000.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whether,  at  this 
day,  there  is  a  dollar  due  from  the  late  deposite  banks  of 
Masascbosetto  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Her 
present  loss  by  the  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment 
is  at  least  equal  to  the  whole  sum  which  she  was  entitled 
to  receive,  little  short  of  $460,000. 

Rhode  Islaiid,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  may  also  well 
make  op  their  accounts  for  a  present  total  loss. 

Rhode  Island  was  entitled  to  receive  $1 37,446  10.  She 
had  in  two  banks  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
$5,433  08— reduced  on  the  4th  of  October  to  $1,133  41. 

The  portion  of  Vermont  oil  the  1st  of  October  was 
$333,038  83,  the  same  as  New  Hampshire,  and  the  same 
as  Alabama.  But  the  amount  of  balance  doe  from  the 
two  deposite  banks  in  Vermont  was,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  $588  64,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  $496  88 ; 
while  the  balance  due  from  the  single  deposite  bank  of 
Alabaiiui  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  one 
million  and  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars  twenty-six  cents,  and  on  the  4th  October  nine  hun- 


dred six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars 
twenty-three  cento,  and  this  Bank  of  Alabama  is  the  prop- 
erty oif  the  State.  I  have  seen  lately  some  vain  boastings 
in  certain  public  journals,  that  the  administration  was  going 
ahead,  and  growing  popular  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  I 
should  like  to  hear  what  the  Green  Mountain  boys  will  say 
to  this  administration  mode  of  settling  parallel  accoonto. 
The  State  of  Connecticut  was,  on  the  first  of  this  month, 
entitled  by  the  deposite  act  to  the  receipt  of  $254,890  20. 
The  balance  due  from  her  two  depositee  banks  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  was  $31,629  18;  and 
from  her  three  de)iosile  banks  on  the  4th  of  October  cur- 
rent was  $7,409  02.  How  it  happened  that  there  was  on 
the  4th  of  October  one  more  discarded  bank  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  than  there  had  lieen  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session^  I  do  not  know ;  but  as  the  aggregate  amount 
of  the  balance  due  from  the  three  banks  was  so  much  de- 
creased from  that  which  had  been  due  by  the  two,  the  ad- 
dition of  one  to  the  defaulting  depositories  in  the  last  ac- 
count scarcely  forms  a  sufiBcient  cause  for  inquiry  how  it 
has  happened.  1  heard  a  distinguished  member  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut  on  this  floor  deliver  an  able  and  very 
earnest  speech  in  favor  of  the  postponing  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  Senate,  because  he  considered  it,  as  it  was,  a  re- 
peal, a  total  and  final  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
which  would  have  replenished  the  Treasury  of  his  own 
State  with  a  sum  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand dollars ;  he  dreaded  the  idea  that  it  would  be  necessa- 
ry to  raise  this  sum  if  the  instalraento  should  be  paid,  by 
taxation.  Now  I  put  it  to  the  consideration  of  that  gentle- 
man and  of  his  constituents,  that  there  can  be  no  possible 
need  of  taxation  to  raise  this  sum  at  all.  It  exists  as  it 
existed  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  annonnced  the 
depositable  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January 
last.  It  is  all  as  it  was  then  in  balances  due  from  the 
Southwestern  and  Western  banks :  those  very  balances,  the 
prompt  payment  of  which  the  bill  now  before  you  is  about 
to  relinquish.  Sir,  I  have  pointed  out  the  comparison  be- 
tween the  sums  which  each  of  the  New  England  States 
sepsrately  wss  entitled  to  receive  on  the  fir«t  of  this  month 
in  deposite,  and  the  sums  which  their  banks  then  actually 
had  in  deposite,  first,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session;  and,  secondly,  one  month  later,  that  is,  on  the  4th 
of  October.     Let  us  now  make  the  same  comparison  in  the 

af8'«8«t«' 

The  sum  which  the  six  New  England  States  were  enti- 
tled to  receive  on  the  first  of  this  month  by  the  deposite 
act  was  one  million  five  hundred  and  ninety -three  thou- 
sand and  sixty -three  dollars  and  seventy- seven  cento. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  all  their  re- 
pudiated deposite  banks  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  was  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  thonsand 
nine  homdred  and  ninety-^eight  dollars  and  fifty -four  cents, 
nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  lees  than  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  alone  was  entitled  to  receive. 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  the 
same  banks  one  montli  later,  on  the  4th  of  October,  three 
days  after  the  fourth  instalment  should  have  been  paid, 
was  one  hundred  and  fifty^seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-six  cents,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dolUrs  less  than  the  State  of  Connecticut 
alone  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her  portion  of  the  fourth 
instalment 

Now  for  the  other  side  of  the  occount. 

On  the  first  of  this  month,  the  Stste  of  Mississippi  was, 
by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  entitled  to  receive 
the  sum  of  one  huiulrcd  and  twenty-^even  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-live  dollars  and  ten  cents,  precisely  Uie 
same  portion  as  that  uf  Rhode  Islsnd. 

The  balances  due  from  the  late  deposite  I  anks  in  the 
Slate  of  Mississippi,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  were  one  loiJiion  seven  hundM  and  forty-four 
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thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  dolbrs  and  sev- 
enty-one cents. 

The  balances  due  from  the  same  banks  on  the  4th  of 
October,  three  days  after  the  fourth  instalment  should  have 
been  paid,  were  one  million  six  hundred  and  sixty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty- seven  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents. 

If  you  deduct  from  the  whole  amount  payable  to  the  six 
New  England  States  for  the  fourth  instalment  the  whole 
amount  of  the  balances  due  from  all  their  deposite  banks, 
there  will  remain  due  one  million  four  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  thirty-one 
cents  payable  to  them. 

If  you  deduct  the  whole  sum  payable  for  the  fourth  in- 
stalment to  the  State  of  Mississippi  from  the  whole  amount 
of  the  balances  due  on  the  4th  of  October  by  her  late  de- 
posite banks,  there  will  remain  due  from  them  the  sum  of 
one  million  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents. 

The  balances  due,  therefore,  from  the  deposite  banks^ 
ill  the  single  Sute  of  Mississippi,  a  State  with  four  electo- 
ral votes,  are  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more 
than  adequate  to  pay  the  whole  fourth  instalment  receiva- 
ble by  herself,  and  by  the  six  New  England  State. 

Suppose  we  state  the  two  cases  in  the  form  of  accounts 
current 

Dr.   United  States  of  America,  in  account  with  the  six 
New  England  States.  Cr. 

1837.     1st  Oct.     To  fourth 

insUlment  -  -  1,893,063  77 

By  balances  in  all  their  deposite  banks        -     157,245  46 
Due  to  the  six  Slates        -  -  -  1,435,818  31 


Cr. 


$1,593,063  77 
Dr.   United  States  of  America^  in  account  with  the  State 

of  Mississippi.  ^ 

1837.   1st  Oct.     To  fourth 

insUlment        -  -       127,445  10 

To  balances  due  by  her     -  1,528,933  23 


1,«56,367  83 
By  balances  in  her  deposite  banks  -  $1,656,867  33 

Sir,  I  .hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  necessity  of 
raising,  by  taxation  upon  the  people,  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

I  will  not  pursue  this  comparative  review  of  the  sums 
due  to  each  State  for  the  fourth  instalment,  and  of  the  sums 
due  from  the  deposite  banks  in  each  State  through  the 
whule  twenty-five,  (for  it  seems  there  was  node^iosite  bank 
in  Arkansas ;)  but  if  any  indifTerent  person  or  philosophical 
observer  will  compare  the  relative  amount  of  the  three  sev- 
eral columns  against  the  name  of  each  State,  in  this  table, 
and  then  mark  the  name^  in  the  lists  of  yeas  and  nays 
upon  your  journal,  first  on  the  passage  of  the  act  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  deposite  instalment,  and  then  on  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  I  do  assure  him  that  ho  will  discover  se- 
crets worth  knowing.  He  will  find  in  these  elements  a 
key  to  the  system  of  measures  prepared  by  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive for  the  action  of  Congress,  in  this  emergency,  for 
relief  to  the  distress  of  the  country.  He  will  see  how  these 
measures  were  adapted  in  advance  to  each  other — how  the 
excessive  balances  due  from  one  set  of  Stales  were  to  be 
made  easy,  by  withholding  from  another  set  of  Stales  the 
fjurth  instalment  to  which  they  were  entitled.  He  may 
chance  to  discover  some  insight  into  the  art  magic  of  ap- 
plicution  to  motives.  He  mny  trace  the  cause  of  that  un- 
easy solicitude  manifested  by  more  than  one  member  from 
the  debtor  Stales,  when  the  postponement  hill  was  on  its 
passage,  to  set  it  asiile  and  take  up  this  bill,  before  they 
should  be  com|>eUed  to  vote  oy  or  no  upon  that. 


This  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  was  not  aufficient- 
ly  indulgent  to  their  delinquent  banks.  Instead  of  foar, 
six,  and  nine  months  of  delay  before  they  should  be  called 
to  disgorge  their  millions  upon  millions  of  the  public  spoili, 
nine,  fif^n,  twenty-one  months  of  time  were  to  be  gnat. 
ed  them,  without  even  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  plan- 
dered  sister  States.  And  here,  on  this  floor,  we  beheld  a 
pledge  demanded  of  the  chairman  of  the  comraiUee,  and 
g:iven  by  him,  in  the  face  of  the  House,  that  when  thtt 
bill  should  have  passed,  and  this  one  should  be  taken  up, 
a  liberal  indulgence  of  time  should  be  allowed  to  the  over- 
burdened and  discarded  depository  banks.  That  bargain 
was  not  only  concluded  in  the  presence  of  the  House,  but 
was  signally  and  indignantly  rebuked  at  the  time  by  two 
membera  of  the  House,  one  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Diwsos') 
and  one  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  SAMaosr  Mabov;]  yet  we  are 
now  witnessing  its  consummation.  This  bill  is  the  equiv 
alent  for  the  votes  indispensable  to  carry  that— this  amend- 
ment is  the  premium  pudicitiae  for  the  wear  and  tear  of 
chastity  in  the  accomplishment  of  that. 

Sir,  when  that  bill  came  from  the  Senate,  and  throngh 
that  body  from  the  Treasury,  it  came  with  fraud  upon  iu 
face. 

Mr.  Gaxbrslsito  called  the  gentleman  from  Massacha- 
setts  to  order ;  observing  that  that  was  not  the  fint  thjie 
that  gentleman  had  thus  transgressed  the  rules  of  order. 

The  Chaie  [Mr.  Howaed,  of  Md.,]  could  not  see  the 
relevancy  of  Mr.  A.'s  remarks  to  the  subject  before  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Ad  Airs.  Am  I  not  permitted  to  refer  to  a  bill ;  and 
to  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  passed  the  House,  with- 
out which,  as  I  contend,  this  bill  now  before  the  commiltee 
would  not  be  here  at  all  ?  [Cries  from  all  sides  of  ihe 
House,  «  Go  on  !  go  on  !'*] 

Mr.  A.  resumed  the  thread  of  bis  remarks.  Yea,  nr, 
it  came  with  fraud  upon  ito  face.  It  professed  to  be  a  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  insUlment ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  biD 
to  repeal  it.  It  was,  in  feet,  a  bill  to  raise  revenue,  ind 
as  such,  not  having  originated  in  this  House,  ought  nem 
to  have  been  entertained  by  it.  A  member  from  Soath 
Carolina  [.Mr.  Picksks]  proposed  an  amendment,  whidi 
made  it  what  it  professed  to  he»  a  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  to  a  day  fixed — Ihe  let  of  January,  1839, 
to  which  I  proposed  an  additional  amendment,  appropria- 
ting these  balances  due  from  the  delinquent  banks,  and  a 
supplementary  fund,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  for  punctual 
payment  at  the  day  fixed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  With  those  ameadmenta  1 
pledged  myself  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  just  rights  and 
interests  of  my  own  constituents  to  which  I  mort  asaent 
by  voting  for  the  bill  in  that  form  ;  and  I  knew  that  I 
hazarded  incurring  the  displeasure  of  some  of  them  by  yield- 
ing so  much.  But  I  knew  they  were  a  generous  people. 
I  came  here  knowing  that  the  Execative  adnuDistratioii 
was  reduced  to  great  straits  for  the  means  to  perform  tbt 
pecuniary  engagements  of  the  nation.  In  their  dietres 
however  brought  upon  themselves,  I  saw  only  the  distn** 
ef  the  country,  and  trusted  that  my  constituents  wooW 
sustain  me,  in  giving  up  a  portion  of  their  just  claims  f* 
the  general  benefit  of  all.  These  were  the  sentiments  ^lUi 
which  I  came  to  Washington,  and,  as  a  pledge  of  their  iia- 
cerity,  I  oflfered,  with  the  ainenJmentSy  to  vote  for  ibat 
bill;  and  how  was  this  disposition  received  and  returned- 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mwns,  sub- 
stantially the  representative  of  the  Executive  in  thisHoo^ 
would  neither  accept  my  annendmeDt  nor  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  He  forced  the  bill,  vriih  aU 
its  imperfections  on  its  head,  as  it  came  from  the  Seoate, 
to  a  third  reading ;  and  he  carried  it  in  the  (uliest  vote  em 
taken  in  this  House  by  yeas  and  nays,  119  to  117;  and  of 
the  119,  one  was  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  «h» 
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so  voted,  88  ho  declared  at  the  lime,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  which  he 
immediately  did.  The  real  vote,  therefore,  was  a  tie,  IIS 
to  118 ;  and  if  the  bill  was  to  be  carried  at  all,  it  could  only 
be  by  the  casting  vole  of  the  Speaker.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not  venture  upon 
that  experiment.  He  voted  against  the  reconsideration 
himself,  but  he  suffered  it  to  be  carried  by  his  friends.  My 
amendment,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a  pledge  that 
the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, should  be  executed  in  good  faith,  he  still  refused  to 
accept.  Ninety -four  members  of  the  House  voted  for  my 
amendment.  I  cannot  vouch  that  every  one  of  them  would 
have  voted  for  the  bill  if  the  amendment  had  been  adopted, 
but  I  would  have  voted  for  it  myself.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  a  majority,  if  not  all,  of  my  colleagues  would 
have  voted  for  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  sixy  or  more  af- 
6rmalive  votes  would  have  been  for  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
beyond  the  meager  majority  of  twelve,  which  was  secured 
only  by  accepting,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  the  previously  reject- 
ed amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  impeach  the  sincerity  of  no  man  upon 
this  floor.  But  when  [  saw  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  cling  so  tenaciously  to  that  bill  as 
it  came  from  the  Senile;  when  I  saw  him,  at  the  last  gasp, 
permit  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  be  carried  against  his  own  vote,  to  save  the  life  of  the 
bill;  and  when  I  saw  him  still  inflexibly  excluding  iny 
amendment,  and  spurn  a  majority  of  four-fifVhs  of  the  House 
on  the  passage  of  a  bill  so  immensely  important  to  the  ad- 
mioiatration  as  that  was,  it  was  impossible  for  mo  to  divert 
my  own  mind  from  the  inquiry  why  it  was  that  so  feeble  a 
majority,  purchased  by  so  humiliating  a  concession  as  had 
beea  extorted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
shoald  have  been  preferred  to  an  almost  unaaimous  vote, 
obtained  by  the  mere  mite  of  additional  concession,  yielded 
by  a  pledge  of  faith  that  the  promise  of  that  amendment 
should  be  performed ;  and  I  could  account  for  this  prefer* 
en  re  no  otherwise  than  by  the  belief  that  it  is  still  not 
intencfeil  that  the  fourth  instalment  shall  ever  be  paid ;  that 
the  promise  to  pay  it  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  is  a  de- 
eepiiun,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  will  fare  no  better  than  the  13lh  and  14th 
sections  of  the  deposite  law  of  June  23,  1836. 

How  far  this  apprehension  is  prophetic,  we  shall  see  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  year ;  and  I  now  predict  that  the 
present  postponement  will  be  succeeded  by  another.  That)^ 
as   the    Ist  of  January,  1839,  shall  approach,  new  dis- 
coveries will  be  made  of  the  ragged  nakedness  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  then  the  argument,  now  merely  fictitious,  may  bo 
nrged  in  saJ  reality,  that  the  instalment  cannot  be  paid'- 
withoiit  a  new  tax  upon  the  people.     If  the  money  now 
in  the  defaulting  deposite  banks  should  be  collected  by  the 
Government,  and  applied  to  other  purposes;  to  be  sure,  in 
that  case,  the  fourth  instalment  cannot  be  paid  without 
(axing  anew  the  people  to  raise  the  money  ;  and  that  is  pre- 
dselj  the  reason  why  I  anxiously  wished   to  appropriate 
the  money  while  it  was  there.     Was  it  the  reason  why  tlie 
appropriation  was  so  stubbornly  refu-sed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ?     Sir,  we  have  been 
tohi,  over  and  over,  that  the  late  deposite  banks  in  Louisi- 
ana, in  Alabama,  in  Mississippi,  in  Ohio,  in  Kentucky,  in 
Indiana,  are  all  sound,  all  solvent,  all  able  and  willing  to 
pay  every  dollar  of  their  debt,  give  them  but  reasonable 
time.      Then  the  money  is  there.     The  balances  in  those 
Stales  due  from  those  l»anks  is  amply  sufficient,  and  more 
thHn  auflicient,  to  pay  the  fourth  instalment  due  to  them- 
selve:*,  and  that  due  to  all  the  other  Slates. 

LfCt  us  now  resume  the  comparison  in  this  tabular  state- 
ment between  the  amount  which  hy  law,  that  is,  by  the  act 
of  23cl  June,  1836,  should  have  been  deposited  in  each  of 
the  several  States,  and  the  amount  which  was  actually  de- 
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posited  in  the  same  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress  and  on  the  4th  of  October, 
one  month  later.  We  have  gone  through  the  New  Eng- 
land Stales,  and  have  there  found  the  depositee  dejure  more 
than  a  milUon  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  the  depositee  de  faeio 
less  than  a  tenth  of  that  sum — less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  We  next  come  to  New  York — the 
Empire  Stale;  her  proportion  of  the  fourth  instalment 
would  have  been  one  million  three  hundred  and  thirty -eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  fifty-seven 
cents.  The  sum  which  her  banks  actually  had  in  deposite 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was  one  million  three 
hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
teen dollars  and  eighty- two  cents.  There,  sir,  was  some- 
thing like  a  set-off;  no  injosUce  was  done  to  the  great 
State  of  New  York.  The  deposite  of  fact  was  about  fifty 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  deposite  of  the  law.  But 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  most  industriously 
occupied  during  the  whole  month  of  September,  in  drawing 
off  from  the  New  York  deposite  banks  the  bdlances  due  by 
them.  By  the  last  returns  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  it 
appears  that  op  thp  fourth  of  October  there  remained  of 
balances  due  from  JStl  the  deposite  banks  of  the  State  of 
New  York  only  eight  hundred  and  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  seventy  cents :  nearly  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  drawn  from  them  in 
the  month  of  September.  And,  further,  I  have  seen  a 
series  of  resolutions  very  recently  adopted  by  a  highly  re- 
spectable and  numerous  assembly  of  citizens  of  that  city,  in 
one  of  which  it  is  asserted  that  the  banks  of  that  Slate  have 
paid  off  almost  the  whole  of  the  balances  due  by  them. 
Sir,  oui:  oompaasion  has  been  appealed  to  in  behalf  of  these 
Southwestern  banks.  We  have  been  tuld  it  would  be  cruel 
to  exact  payment  from  those  banks;  that  it  would  be  an  ex 
post  faeio  law  to  charge  them  with  interest  for  the  public 
moneys  which  they  have  received  in  deposite,  and  refuse 
to  pay  at  (he  requisition  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  that 
tliey  cannot  themselves  pay  without  exacting  payment  from 
their  debtors;  arul  that  indulgence  must  be  granted  to 
them,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  grant  indulgence  to  the 
people.  Sir,  how  stands  this  argument,  in  its  application 
to  the  banks  and  people  of  the  North  1  They,  loo,  were 
and  are  indebted  to  their  banks.  Were  they  not  in  need 
of  indulgence  as  much  as  the  people  of  Louisiana,  of 
Mississippi,  of  Alabama,  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Missouri,  and  Michigan  1  But  what  has  the  (Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  been  doing  with  I  hem  1  Has  he  i)ot  been 
draining  them  almost  to  their  last  dollar,  as  long  as  he 
could  claim  a  dollar  of  balance  from  them  1  And  have 
they  not  been  obliged  to  put  the  screws  upon  their  debtors, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  pay  the  balances  due  by  them, 
at  the  requisition  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  1  Sir, 
the  people  of  the  North  have  endured,  thc'y  are  now  eu- 
durinj,  that  very  cruelty  and  oppression  which  you  are 
told  the  people  of  the  Southwest  and  the  West  cannot  bear. 
You  are  straining  from  them  their  last  cent  to  pay  their  bal- 
ances, while  at  the  seme  time  you  have  wrested  from  tliem 
their  fourth  instalment,  which  your  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  transferred  to  the  State  banks  of  the  Southwest  and 
the  West,  there  to  be  locked  up  for  nine,  fifteen,  and 
twenty -one 'hionlhs,  'without  payment  of  interest,  because 
it  would.he  a  qtubI  ex  post  faeio  law  to  call  upon  them  fur 
any  consider|ition  for  the  use  of  the  money. 

Let  us  p9ss  over  the  State  of  New  Jersey — no  longer  a 
doubtful  State — and  come  to  the  Keystone  State  of  Prnn- 
sylvania.  The  portion  of  the  instalment  which  she  ought 
on  the  first  of  this  month  to  have  received  was  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty-six  cents.  The  sum  actually  deposited 
in  all  her  deposite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ecc- 
sion,  was  $255,445  92  ;  and,  on  tho  4th  of  this  month,  it 
had  been  reduced  to  ^131,857  17.     Eight  hundred  and 
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twenty-five  thourand  dollars  it  the  tribute  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  State  banks  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Missiasip- 
pi,  to  promote  the  multiplication  of  the  blessings  of  Hiavery 
and  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton.  Great  and  glori- 
ous as  have  been  the  exertions  and  sacrifices  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  and  in 
that  career  she  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  State  in  the 
ITnion,  not  even  by  the  Empire  State,  yet,  if  I  understand 
the  character  of  her  hardy  yeomanry  aright,  not  even  their 
partiality  to  the  democracy  of  numbers  will  reconcile  them 
to  the  application  of  her  property  to  the  multiplication  of 
slai^  and  slavery,  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton, 
by  Abstracting  it  from  the- appropriations  of  her  own  Legis- 
lature to  internal  improvements  within  her  own  domain, 
rather  more  congenial  to  the  principles  of  her  heraldic  mot- 
to— Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Independence. 

Maryland!  Your  own  State,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  SUAI 
which  on  the  first  of  this  monih  she  was  entitled  to  receive 
was  $318,610  75.  The  sum  which  her  depostte  banks 
held  in  deposile  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was 
$280, 198  SJ) ;  which,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  was  re- 
duced to  $212,102  58.  Your  Sute,  Mr.  Chairman,  has 
been  marvellously  well  treated,  for  onfc  of  the  old  thirteen. 
Her  contribution  to  the  Southwestern  ^ate  banks  is  not 
much  more  than  106,000  dollars. 

But  ah !  Virginia!  Old  Virginia  !  The  Ancient  Domi- 
nion !  Beware,  Mr.  Financier  of  the  Treasury,  how  you 
tread  upon  her  toes !  She  has  no  fanc]^  for  a  divorce  of  bank 
and  State.  Her  State  banks  are  bone  of  her  bone,  and 
flesh  of  her  flesh ;  and  when  she  releases  them  from  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  she  only  releases  herself  from  the 
performance  of  her  own  engagements.  Deal  tenderly  with 
her,  Mr.  Secretary,  or,  like  Hannibal,  she  will  carry  the 
war  into  Africa.  Sir,  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  the  Slate 
of  Virginia  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  2dd  June,  1836, 
entitled  to  receive  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents.  At 
the  commencement  q{  the  present  session,  the  whole  amount 
of  t)alanoes  due  from  her  deposite  banks  to  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  v^as  403, 1 86  dollars  and  97  cents.  This 
was  not  enough,  sir;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  this 
month,  the  balance  due  from  her  deposite  banks  W48  789,- 
'd02  dollars  and  19  cents,  not  quite  seven  thousand  dollars 
more  than  she  was  entitled  to  receive  for  the  fourtli  instal- 
ment. She  loses  nothing  by  the  postponement,  and  this 
bill  gives  her  the  use  of  the  money  for  a  term  at  least  equiv- 
alent to  the  loss  by  the  delay  of  the  postponement  to  the 
1st  of  Jannary,  1889.  Virginia,  therefore,  is  propitiated 
to  secure  the  sufirage  of  her  members  in  Congress  far  the 
passage  of  both  the  bills — the  postponement  bill  and  this 
bill ;  and  you  find  most  of  them  voting  accordingly;  By 
what  art  magic  it  has  happened  that,  while  the  balances  of 
all  the  other  old  thirteen  but  one  were,  between  the  com- 
mencement o  *  the  session  and  the  4th  of  October,  so  se- 
verely reduced,  hers  were  so  largely  increased  as  .to  be 
nearly  doubled,  I  know  not,  and  am  only  lefl  to  conjec- 
ture. My  table  is  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  Treusu- 
rer's  accounts,  communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary- 
of  the  Treasury  himself.  I  merely  state  the  facts  as  I  find 
them. 

But  North  Carolina  has  not  been  so  favored.  Her  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment,  poyable  on  the  1st  of  this 
month,  was  477,919  dollars  and  13  centi*.  '  The  balance 
due  from  her  one  solitary  deposite  bank  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  was  146,030  dollars  and  12  cents, 
which,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  was  reduced  to  64,638 
dollars  and  61  cents.  The  loss  of  Virginia,  by  these  two 
bills — ^these  Siamese  twins — is  nothing.  The  loss  of  Nortli 
Carolina,  like  that  of  the  six  New  England  States,  is  qI- 
most  total. 

.  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  are  not  much  better  treated, 
though  with  this  diflference :  the  sum  that  each  of  them 


was  entitled  to  receive  was  the  same,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollari  and 
three  cents.     The  balances  due  from  the  South  Carolina 
ex -deposite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of  the  aesiion, 
weie  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  and  one  cent;   those  from  the  banks  of 
Georgia  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  l\?o 
hundred  and  sixty -nine  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents.    On 
the  4th  of  this  month  the  balances  of  South  Carolina  had 
increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-  five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  eighty  nine  centa, 
while  those  of  Georgia  had  diminished  to  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  forty- 
one  cents.     The  banks  of  South  Carolina,  like  those  ot 
Virginia,  have  enjoyed  the  special  privilege  of  increasing 
their  balances  of  debt  while  all  the  rest  of  the  old  iblrtecn 
have  been  inexorably  held  1o  contract  theirs.    The  increase 
of  the  South  Carolina  balances  Is  not  large.    It  discloses 
only  a  relaxation  of  the  rigor  of  exactions,  and  was,  hap- 
pily, simultaneous  with  a  conciliatory  settlement  of  old 
political  balances  hero  at  the  seat  of  Government,  which, 
to  those  who  look  a  good  deal  ahead,  has  furnished  the 
materials  for  much  speculative  animadversion. 

And  now,  sir,  that  we  have  seen  how,  by  the  postprne- 
ment,  which  was  intended  to  have  been,  and  still  threatens 
to  be,  the  repeal  oi  the  fourth  instalment,  the  old  thirteen 
States  have  been,  with  the  single  exception  of  Virginia, 
stripped  of  the  spoils  of  the  public  Treasury  which  had 
been  allotted  to  them^-now  that  we  have  seen  how,  wiih 
the  same  exception  of  Virginia,  they  have  been,  daring 
the  month  of  September,  fleeced  by  Treasury  drifts,  like 
sheep  in  the  hands  of  the  shearer,  of  their  remaining  ba- 
lances, let  us  look  beyond  the  borders  of  the  old  thirteen, 
to  that  teeming  mother  of  nations,  tlie  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  storehouse  of  embyro  republics  bordering 
on  our  Mediterranean  seas — the  Northern  lakes.  We  be- 
gin with  the  State  of  Alabama,  geographically  the  first, 
and  entitled,  further,  to  the  distinction,  inasmuch  as  her 
deposite  bank  is  wholly  the  property  of  the  Stale,  and  the 
debts  of  the  bank  are  the  debU  of  the  State.  The  porUoo 
of  the  fourth  instalment  payable  on  the  first  of  this  month 
to  her  was,  as  I  have  already  stated,  two  hundred  and 
twenty -three  thousand  twenty-eight  dollars  and  ninetj- 
two  cents,  the  same  with  that  of  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  of  Vermont.  But  the  sum  which  her  bank  at 
Mobile  had  in  actual  deposite,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  was  one  million  and  twenty  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents ; 
and,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  it  was  still  nine  hundred 
and  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  sevcnty-nino  dollars 
and  twenty -three  cents. 

The  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment was  one  bundled  and  twenty-seven  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  ten  cents,  the  same 
as  that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  balances  due  from  her 
banks,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  were  one  million 
seven  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-three  dollars  and  seventy -one  cents;  and,  on  the 
4th  of  this  month,  they  were  still  one  million  six  hundred 
and  fifty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty -seven  dol- 
lars and  thirty -three  cents. 

The  sum  to  which  the  State  of  Louisiana  wa^  eotiiled 
for  the  fourth  instalment  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thousand  three  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  thirty- seven 
cents.  The  debt  of  her  banks,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  was  one  million  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand and  twenty-three  dollars  and  three  cents,  and,  on  the 
4th  of  October,  nine  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  sc\ en 
hundred  and  forty -nine  dollars  and  three  cents. 

And  so  it  was  with  all  the  Southwestern  and  Western 
States,  excepting  Arkansas,  which,  having  no  deposits 
banks,   could  have  no  debt ;  and   excepting  Illinois  for 
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what  nuon  I  know  not,  unless  it  was  to  secure  the  fidel- 
itj  of  Missouri  at  her  expense.  Tlie  share  of  Missouri  of 
tbe  foarth  instalment  would  have  been  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollsrs 
and  ten  cents.  The  debt  of  the  agency  of  the  Commer- 
ciil  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  was  five  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-nine thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars 
and  forty-three  cents.  On  the  4th  of  October  it  was  reduced 
to  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-two  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents ;  but  there  was  an 
additional  deposits  in  the  Bunk  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  a 
specie-pay  Jig  bank,  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
CYglit  hnndre.!  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  four  cents,  mak- 
iof  the  whole  sum  in  deposite  there  three  hundred  and 
fifty -five  thousanu  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  six- 
tf-nine  cents.  The  actual  deposite  in  that  State  is  yet 
nearly  three  times  the  amount  of  the  rightful  deposite  in 
her  banks  by  tUt  deposite  law ;  but  as  the  Bank  of  the 
Stele  of  Missouri  4  not  one  of  the  late  deposite  banks, 
bat  is  one  of  those  which  has  met  and  will  meet  all  the  re- 
fnisrtians  of  the  Department,  it  is  presumed  that  no  fur- 
ther interest  will  be  required  of  it  than  that  provided  by 
the  deposite  law,  and  that  it  will  be  able  to  pay  its  balances 
doe  to  the  Treasury  without  needing  a  delsy  of  nine,  fif- 
teen, and  twenty-one  months  to  collect  them. 

Xentacky  and  Tennessee  were  entitled  to  the  same  eum 
fur  the  fourth  instalment,  $477,910  13.     Neither  of  them 
loses  any  thing  by  the  postponement;  but  their  profits  by 
the  withholding  of  the  instalment  from  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States  are  not  exactly  the  same.     Tennessee  is, 
indeed,  something  of  a  loser  by  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  withdrawn  from  her  banks 
the  balances  due  by  them  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session.     They  were  then  $514,516  48.     On  the 
4th  of  October  they  were  reduced  to  $182,932  18  ;  while 
lbo«e  of  the  banks  of  Kentucky,  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  were  $843,246  78,  on  the  4th  Octo- 
ber had  increased  to  $845,053  81.     What  is  it  that  has 
procured  this  remarkable  good  fortune  ?     Is  it  that  she  is  a 
daogliter  of  the  Old  Dominion  1     Or  that  she  has  a  repre- 
■eniatrre  ■ttpemumeniTy  in  another  part  of  this  Capitol  ? 

OlifOy  too,  has  shared  largely  in  this  bounty  of  the  Secre> 
tarj  of  the  Treasury,  to  one  section  of  the  Union  at  the 
expenee  of  the  other.     Her  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
rif^tfiilTy  paid  on  the  first  of  this  month,  would  have  been 
M69,  0%6  78.     At  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
siooy  ber  banks  held  in  deposite,  without  charging  to  them 
the  t>Alance  of  the  agency  at  St.   Louis,  (Missouri,)  one 
atlllioin  one  hundred  and  twenty 'Seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  on  the 
4tli  of  Oetober'they  still  held  $960,061  98— still  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  beyond  her  rightful  instalment. 
Omn  vwe  wonder  that  most  of  her  representatives  have  been 
willing  to  postpone  it  ?     There  is,  however,  one  consola- 
tioa,  which  u,  that  we  have  the  warrant  of  the  members 
firom  that  Suie  that  all  their  banks  are  safe,  sound,  solvent, 
md    sble  to  pay  all  their  balances  in   reasonable   time, 
ihooffh  it  is  admitted  that  their  bills  are  at  a  discount  of 
from  ten  to  fourteen  per  cent. 

Tbtfis,  again,  Indiana  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her 
fomth  instalment  $286,751  48.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  session  her  banks  had  in  deposite  seven  hundred  and 
fBTty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars 
>iid  s4xty-three  cents;  and  on  the  4th  of  October  they 
were  41660,723  57. 

Ae  to  Illinois,  I  think  the  Secretary  must  have  mistaken 
W  for  a  New  England  Stiite.  She  has  at  least  the  same 
Hep  -mother's  fiire.  She  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her 
portion  of  the  fourth  insulment  $159,306  37.  The  bal- 
ance doe  from  her  single  deposite  bank  was,  at  the  com- 
aieacexnent  of  the  session,  $89,795  90  ;  and  on  the  4th 


of  this  month  it  was  within  a  few  hundreds  of  the  same, 
that  is,  $39,323  54. 

But,  lastly,  Michigan  is  a  prodigious  favorite.  Her  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment  was  $95,583  82,  the  same  as 
that  of  Delaware.  But  the  balances  due  from  ber  banks, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  were  $998,050  84  ; 
on  the  4th  of  October  they  were  still  $882,994  45. 

When  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  of  the  3d  of  January  last,  announced  the  amount 
of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  two  days  before,  and  the 
proportional  sums  in  which  it  was  to  be  deposited  among 
the  several  States,  he  intimated  no  inconsiderable  doubt 
whether  Michigan  was  entitled  to  any  proportion  of  the 
deposite  at  all,  and  he  declared  that  be  had  postponed  the 
payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  her  portion  for  the  final 
decision  of  Congress  upon  her  right.  Harshly,  indeed, 
had  Michigan  been  treated  in  the  terms  prescribed  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union.  I  had  fought  her  battles,  and 
maintained  her  rights  upon  this  fioor,  till  she  deserted  her 
own  banners.  I  had  raised  my  voice  to  claim  justice  in 
her  behalf  till  she  accepted,  however  reluctantly,  an  equiv- 
alent. While  her  fate  was  pending,  this  rod  was  held 
over  her  head  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  if  her 
right  to  the  deposite  of  her  portion,  among  her  sisters,  of 
the  public  treasure,  was  to  be  purchased  by  her  uncondi- 
tional submission  to  the  most  humiliating  terms  prescribed 
by  power,  forgetful  of  right.  Sir,  she  did  submit,  and  ac- 
cepted the  proffered  equivalent ;  that  waf  her  concern,  not 
mine.  But  did  that  equivalent  still  not  heal  the  wound 
that  had  been  inflicted  upon  her ;  and  is  this  guahing  tor- 
rent of  the  public  moneys  poured  out  at  her  feet,  as  the 
gorgeous  East  showers  upon  her  kings  barbaric  pearls  and 
gold ;  was  this  profusion  of  the  public  funds  substituted  for 
the  stingy  doubt  whether  she  was  entitled  to  receive  of  the 
public  depositee  any  portion  whatever ;  was  it  to  appease 
her  anger,  to  soothe  her  resentments,  to  implore  her  for- 
giveness, to  court  her  favor?  If  so,  there  may  be  some 
excuse  for  the  partiality ;  a  tarnished  atonement  for  a  purer 
tribute  that  was  due. 

Sir,  we  have  gone  through,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
detail  of  this  comparstive  statement  between  the  amount 
of  depositee  which  the  law  had  prescribed  should  be  com- 
mitted to  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  amount 
of  deposites  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  actu- 
ally made  among  the  same  States  when  the  fourth  instal- 
ment should  have  been  paid.  Such  is  the  detail ;  and  was 
ever  such  a  monstrous  scene  of  partiality  and  inequality 
beheld  among  men  1  The  late  President  of  the  united 
States  had  made  it  a  charge  against  the  deposite  law  of  the 
23d  of  June,  1836,  which  he  himself  had  signed,  that  the 
principle  of  its  apportionment  was  not  perfectly  equal.  I 
admit  that  it  was  not  so :  an  apportionnient  i|ccording  to 
the  representation  of  the  people  in  this  House  would  have 
been  more  equal  as  well  as  more  favorable  to  the  Common- 
wealth, a  part  of  whose  people  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. Bat  the  apportionment  according  tu  the  number  of 
electoral  votes  was  more  favorable  to  the  small  and  to  the 
new  States,  and  I  thought  there  were  considerations  of 
equity,  and  even  of  justice,  to  sanction  this,  which  I  trust- 
ed my  constituents  would  approve,  although  it  might  di« 
minish  to  some  extent  their  own  portion.  I  said  so  at  the 
time  on  this  floor,  and  accordingly  voted  for  the  bill.  Bpt 
if  there  was  inequality  in  that  apportionment,  in  the  name, 
of  the  Heavenly  Balance,  what  is  there  in  this  1  Look  at 
this  tabular  sUtement;  toke  the  iflfteen  Northern  States— 
that  is,  the  old  thirteen,  with  the  addition  of  Maine  and 
Vermont,  which  in  the  revolutionary  times  composed  A  part 
of  them ;  take  them  on  one  side,  and  the  ten  new  Southern 
arid  Western  States  on  the  other,  and  what  a  comparison 
have  we !  ^^     , 

By  the  deposite  act  of  26th  June,  1836,  the  fifteen  North- 
ern, being  the  thirteen  original,  States  were,  on  the  first  day 
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of  thiB  monlh,  enlitled  to  receive  on  deposite,  $6,467,838  29 

The    ten   new   Southern   and   Western 

States  were  by  the  same  act  entitled  to  < 

receive  ...  -       2,899,376  07 


Making  in  the  whole  -  -    $9,367,214  99 

On  the  4th  day  of  September,  1837,  the 

halances  of  what  the  Secretary  of  the 

I'reasury  had  actually  deposited  in  the 

fifieten  Northern  States  was    •  -       3,201,002  91 

He  at  the  same  time  hsd  deposited  in  the 

ten  Southmost  and  Western  States    -       9,071,299  76 


Making  in  the  whole  -  -  $12,275,302  67 

And  on  the  first  of  October,  the  day  when  the  fourth  in- 
stalment was  by  the  law  required  to  be  paid  to  sll,  how 
stood  the  account? 
In  the  fifteen  Northern  States,  which  by 

the  law  should  have  received  six  mil- 
lion three  hundred   and    sixty-seven 

thousand   two  hundred   and  fourteen 

dollars  ninety-nine  cents,  there  were 

towards  paying  it,  and  no  more  -     $2,394,056  18 

While  in  the  ten  Southmost  and  Western 

States  entitled  by  the  law  to  receive 

only  two  million  eight  hundred  and 

ninety -nine  ^thousand   three   hundred 

and  seventy-six  dollars  and  seven  cents, 

there  were  actually  deposited  balances      7,407,866  31 


Making  in  the  whole  -  -    $9,801,921  49 

So  you  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  were,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, in  actual  deposite  with  the  States,  upwards  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  more  than  enough  to 
have  paid  the  fourth  instalment  to  them  all — every  dollar — 
every  cent. 

But  observe  that,  through  the  whole  month  of  Septem- 
ber, although  the  deposite  act  of  2.3d  June,  1 836,  was  in 
full  force,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  continued  to  draw 
from  the  banks  of  the  North  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  those  balances  which 
ought  to  have  licen  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  to  the  States  of  the  North;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Southmost  and 
Western  States  nearly  seven  millions  and  a  half,  nearly 
five  millions  more  than  the  fourth  instalment  which  they 
were  entitled  to  receive. 

And,  throughout  all  these  transactions,  is  it  not  worthy 
of  the  highest  admiration  to  remark  with  what  address  the 
single  State  of  Virginia,  of  the  old  thirteen,  is  the  only  one 
shielded  from  all  inconvenience  by  the  postponement  of  the 
instalment.  The  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  Is  not 
postponed  for  her.  She  has  it  already,  and  seven  thousand 
dollars  more,  in  her  banks;  and  while  the  postponement 
act  now  puts  her  off,  as  it  does  her  Northern  sisters,  till  the 
1st  of  January,  1839,  to  receive  the  instalment,  this  act 
gives  her  an  average  of  precisely  the  same  time  to  pay  the 
balances  already  in  her  banks — and  without  interest,  if  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlemen  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Jomx- 
soK,]  to  the  exclusion  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Loomis,]  should  prevail. 

And  is  it  expected,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  people  of  the 
fourteen  Northern  States  (the  voice  of  Virginia  being 
hushed  with  a  sugar  plum)  will  put  up  with  this  prodigy 
of  fiscal  invention  1  Is  it  expected  that  they  will  hail  with 
shouU  of  hosanna  this  expunging  of  their  fourth  instal- 
ment,  this  evanescence  of  their  funds  from  their  treasuries; 
that  they  are  to  be  humbugged  out  of  their  vested  rights 
by  a  howl  of  phrensy  against  Nicholas  Biddle  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  That  they  are  to  be 
mystified  out  of  their  moneys  and  out  of  their  senses,  by  a 
hark  follow !  against  all  banks,  or  a  summons  to  Doctors' 


Commons  for  a  divorce  of  bank  and  State  ?   It  may  be  so ; 
but  it  shall  not  be  with  my  consent.     Here  hre  fifteen,  or 
rather  fourteen,  creditor  States  and  ten  debtor  States,  as 
my  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Likcolr]  has  justly  denom- 
inated them — made  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury— 
made  so  by  an  unwarrantable  transfer  of  the  funds  devoted 
to  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment.     The  ten  debior 
States  have  received  not  only  their  own  portion  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  but  the  whole  portion   of  the  fourteen 
creditor  States.     And  you  are  now  passing  two  laws— one 
to  withhold  from  the  fourteen  creditor  States  the  moneys 
which  you  had  solemnly  promised  to  deposite  with  them; 
and  the  other  to  authorize  the  debtor  Slates,  not  only  to  re- 
tain the  fourth  instalment  promised  them,  and  which  ihey 
have  received,  but  to  keep  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twent)'-one 
months,  the  fourth  instalment  due  to  their  creditor  sister 
States.     Such  is  unquestionably,  such  will  be  under  these 
two  acts,  their  relative  condition  towards  each  other.    By 
the  fiscal  incantations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
consummated  by  these  two  bills,  reeking  from  his  Depart- 
ment, the  State  of  Mississippi  is  indebted  to  the  six  New 
England  States  in  the  sum  of  nearly  one  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars ;  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  indebted  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  nearly  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  the  State  of  Alabama  owes  to  the  State  of  New  York 
from  six  to  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  -State  of 
Ohio  owes  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  whole  ten  Southmost  and  West- 
em  States  are  indebted  to  the  fourteen  Northern  and  At- 
lantic States  the  whole  of  the  fourth  instalment,  which 
they  were  by  law  entitled  to  receive.     The  postponement 
law  has  no  operation  in  the  ten  debtor  Slates;  they  have 
received  in  advance,  not  only  their  own  fourth  instalment, 
but  that  of  all  the  others;  and  so  unequivocally  are  the 
ten  States  indebted  to  the  fourteen,  that,  if  the  same  trans- 
actions had  happened  between  individuals,  there  is  no 
question  that  the  fourteen  could  recover,  by  process  of  law, 
their  fourth  instalment,  by  the  common  action  for  moneys 
had  and  received  to  their  use. 

And  let  me  now  inquire  why  the  Secretary  of  ihc  Treas- 
ury has  not  seen  fit  to  account  for  this  moat  extraordinaiy 
state  of  things  in  his  annual,  or  in  any  other  report  to  this 
House.  I  have  asked,  why,  armed  as  he  was  with  the 
specie  circular  of  1 1th  July,  1836,  from  the  very  passage  of 
the  deposite  act — why,  notified  as  he  was  from  that  time 
that  be  would  be  required  to  have  in  the  fifteen  origical 
States,  in  deposite  on  the  1st  of  October,  1837,  a  sum  of 
six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollarsy  in  readiness  to  pay  (he 
fourth  instalment  to  those  States,  he  bad,  in  fiact,  on  that 
day,  within  those  States,  less  than  two  millions  and  ahaU 
of  dollars— four  millions  less  than  was  required  for  the  ful- 
filment of  the  promise  and  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  of 
the  public  faith  to  those  States  by  the  deposite  act.  I  have 
inquired  why,  on  that  same  Ist  of  October,  he  had  hoarded 
up  in  the  ten  Southernmost  and  Western  States,  armed  as 
he  had  been  with  the  specie  circular,  seven  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  when  tliose  ten  States  were  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, for  the  fourth  instalment,  less  than  three  millions  of 
dollars  ?  The  excess  boarded  up  in  the  ten  favorrd|Sutes 
was  four  millions  and  a  half.  The  deficit  in  the  fourteen 
despoiled  States  was  four  millions.  Had  tlie  whole  sum 
rquired  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  been  de- 
posited in  the  banks,  where  it  ought  to  have  been,  the  in- 
stalment would  have  been  paid  to  the  last  dollar,  and  half 
a  million  of  surplus  would  still  have  remained  in  depodie 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the 
extreme  South  and  the  West. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  duty  more  sacredly  in- 
cumbent upon  the  Executive  Goveminent  of  the  United 
States  than  all  the  rest,  it  is,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
to  render  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  the  fjeople  of  all 
the  States.     The  vitals  of  the  Union  are  there :  legislative 
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partiilitiefl  in  favor  of  ono  portion  of  the  Union  at  the  ex- 
peoiie  of  another,  if  any  such  should  creep  in,  will  never 
be  of  long  duration.  The  established  equality  of  repre- 
lentation  of  the  people  in  this  House,  and  of  the  States  in 
the  other,  will  soon  correct  any  deviation  from  the  golden 
role  of  right,  upon  which  the  obstinacy  of  party  spirit,  or 
the  undue  influence  of  individual  talent  or  popularity,  may 
occasionally  infringe.  The  pendulum  will  range  alternate- 
ly to  th6  right  hand  and  to  the  left,  but  will  return  from 
short  and  equal  distances  to  the  centre.  But  if  a  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  administration  of  his  official 
trust,  divides  the  people  under  his  care  into  a  best  and 
worst  part  of  the  population — if  the  father  of  the  land  has 
in  the  common  family  one  set  of  children  favorites,  and  an- 
other set  of  children  castaways — if  an  avowed  principle  of 
ruling  by  and  for  the  democracy  of  numbers,  a  part  for  the 
whole — if  a  Jesuitical  and  sophistical  axiom  that  the  end 
of  good  government  is  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
Dumber,  without  regard  to  the  equal  rights  of  the  smallest 
number ;  I  say  if  these  tranfatlantic,  spurious,  and  hereti- 
cal creeds  of  late  years  are  to  be  substituted  for  the  primi- 
tive faith  and  inalienable  rights  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  days  of  our  Union  itself  are  numbered.  The 
people  of  no  one  part  of  this  nation  will  submit,  for  any 
length  of  time,  to  be  the  thralls  or  the  dupes  of  another 
portion. 

What  could  have  been  the  motive  for  this  array  of  the 
three  geographical  divisions  of  the  Union  against  each 
other  as  debtor  and  creditor  States,  with  that  more  extraor- 
dinary exception  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  is  yet  to  be,-  and 
I  hope  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  will  be  explained. 
If  the  demon  of  disunion  himself  had  invented  and  inspired 
it  as  an  experiment,  to  excite  heart-burnings,  ill-will,  and 
hatred  between  the  members  of  the  family,  he  could  not 
have  contrived  n  device  of  more  odious  ingenuity.  I  had 
supposed  that  this  enormous  accumulation  of  funds  in  the 
extreme  South  and  West  had  been  one  of  the  fruits  of  the 
specie  circular.  But  then  where  was  the  specie  ?  It  was 
to  be  supposed  that  the  circular  had  at  least  produced  that ; 
and  what  has  become  of  it  ?  It  has  all  vanished ;  or  what 
is  left  of  it  is  detained  in  the  vaults  of  the  same  depoeite 
banki^  which  yet  refuse  to  pay  in  specie  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasury  Department  upon  them. 

These  accumulations  in  the  banks  of  the  South  and  the 
West  are  the  more  unaccountable,  inasmuch  as  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1836,  an  act  of  Congress  supplementary  to  the 
deposite  act  was  passed,  expressly  authorizing  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  the  Treasury  to  make  transfers  from  the  banks  in 
one  State  to  the  banks  in  another,  whenever  such  transfers 
might  be  required  in  order  to  prevent  large  and  inconve- 
nient aocomulations  in  particular  places,  or  in  order  to  pro- 
duce a  doe  equality  and  just  proportion,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act.  Here  was  a  law  expressly  made 
to  prevent  accumulations,  to  restore  proportions ;  and  no 
small  part  of  the  Secretary's  annual  report  in  December, 
1836,  consists  in  detailing  the  laborious  fidelity  with  which 
he  had  carried  that  supplementary  act  into  execution. 
What  a  commentary  upon  that  law  and  its  execution  is 
my  tabular  statement,  the  act  for  postponing  the  Iburth  in- 
stalment, and  this  bill  now  before  the  committee. 

That  the  transfers  might  have  been  made  with  perfect 
ease,  and  the  balances  in  the  Southern  and  Western  banks 
redaoed,  even  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  I 
will  now  undertake  to  prove. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  depositee  of  the  public 
moneys  were  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1833.  It  will  also  be  remem- 
bered that  this  was  precisely  the  time  of  the  extinction  of 
the  national  debt.  Until  that  time  there  could  be  no  con- 
siderable accumulation  of  public  moneys  in  deposite,  be- 
cause, whenever  any  surplus  occurred,  it  was  immediately 
applied  bj  the  commissionen  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the 


purchase  of  the  public  debt  The  irresponsible  agents  be- 
hind the  scenes,  who  instigated  the  removal  of  thede- 
posites,  selected  with  instinctive  sagacity  their  time.  They 
had  other  passions  to  gratify  besides  their  vindictive  malig* 
nity.  They  saw  the  uses  to  be  made  of  large  and  long- 
continued  surpluses,  and  that  the  moneys  of  the  nation 
might  be  lavished  for  the  conjoint  and  united  profligacy  of 
political  plunder  and  private  speculation.  Thfit  they  might 
not  want  the  countenance  of  the  administration  in  this 
laudable  pursuit,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  spurred 
them  to  It  with  the  eagerness  of  a  huntsman  panting  for 
his  prey. 

"  The  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  said  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  in  his  letter  se- 
lecting that  bank  as  one  of  the  new  depositories,  <*  will 
enable  you  to  afford  increased  facilities  to  the  commercial 
and  other  classes  of  the  community,  and  the  Department 
anticipates  from  you  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  respect- 
ing your  accommodations,  as  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
people  and  safe  to  the  Government." 

The  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Alaluima,  at 
Mobile,  had  been  chartered  in  December,  1833.  Itseapiial 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  consists  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the  bonds  of  the  State,  irredeemable  for  thirty  years. 
Its  fourteen  directors  are  all  annualy  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
lature. There  is  no  penalty  prescribed  for  their  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  but  the  faith  of  the  Slate  is  pledged 
for  the  final  payment  of  their  liabilities.  This  bank,  in 
October,  1833,  was  selected  as  one  of  the  depositories  of 
the  public  funds,  instead  of  the  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  at  Mobile. 

On  the  1st  day  of  October,  1833,  there  were  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  $6,475,496  82,  which 
had  been  accumulating  from  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
some  small  fragments  of  public  debt  still  remaining  to  be 
paid,  but  not  enough  to  arrest  the  tide  of  the  public  reve- 
nue flowing  into  the  Treasury. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  this  sum  had  been  reduced 
to  less  than  one  million  of  dollars,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Alabama  had  become  a 
depository  for  $231,613  36 ;  which  sum  continued  increas- 
ing from  quarter  to  quarter,  with  one  exception,  till  April, 
1836,  when  the  deposite  in  the  State  Branch  Bank  of 
Alabama,  at  Mobile,  was  $1,309,738  66. 

Since  which  time,  that  is,  for  more  than  two  years  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  there  has  been  in 
that  bank  a  permanent  average  deposite  of  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dollars — never  reduced  so  low  as  $900,000,  and 
once  swelling  to  upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  thousand 
dollars — ^little  short  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank. 

I  have  been  desirous  of  ascertaining,  and  shall  be  obli- 
ged to  any  of  the  members,  especially  from  the  States  of 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  or  Mississippi,  if  they  ran  inform 
me  what  were  the  semi-annual  dividends  of  the  deposite 
banks  in  those  States,  from  the  time  when  they  became 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys  until  their  suspension  of 
specie  payments ;  but  this  is  a  secret.  On  the  3d  of  Jan- 
uary laist,  a  resolution  of  this  House  called  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  this  as  well  as  other  information, 
if  within  his  power ;  but,  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  he  re- 
ported that  it  was  not  within  his  power.  It  seems  that  the 
amount  of  dividends  declared,  of  surpluses  retained,  and  of 
contingent  funds  reserved,  is  not  understood  to  be  a  part  of 
their  condition,  of  which  they  are  required  to  give  account, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
says  that,  by  none  of  the  agreements  made  with  thepi  by 
him,  either  before  or  since  the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of 
June,  1836,  has  it  ever  been  stipulated  that  they  should 
furnish  this  specific  information,  and  that  they  have  not 
furnished  it  Sir,  it  was  precisely  the  most  important  of 
all  possible  informfttion  to  show  their  actual  condition; 
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and  Ihe  omission  to  call  for  it  would  be  inexcusable,  but 
for  the  reason  pleaded  by  the  Secretary,  that  it  was  not  re- 
quired by  law.  The  omission  was  the  fault  of  the  law, 
and  not  of  the  Secretary,  and  yet  it  would  have  been  just 
and  judicious  if  he  had  required  it.  There  can  be  no  hon- 
est reason  for  the  banks  to  refuse  it,  and  it  would  now  be 
the  best  of  all  evidence  to  show  what  profit  was  derived  by 
those  banks  from  the  deposites.  We  must»  therefore,  be 
content  with  an  estimate;  and  a  permanent  deposite  of 
twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  more  than  two  years 
may  be  fairly  estimated  at  ten  per  cent,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year ;  and,  as  it  is  to  be 
continued  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twenty-one  months  longer, 
the  whole  sum  is  in  such  deposite  equivalent  to  a  gratuity 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
at  the  expense  of  het  Northern  sisters. 

Mr.  Adavs  was  proceeding  to  comment  on  this  state- 
ment, when 

Mr.  CAMBiiKLE^re  rose,  and  appealed  to  him  to  permit 
the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  bill  before  the  committee. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  was  going  to  talk  all  night,  (he 
said,)  and  it  was  late. 

Mr.  Adams  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
did  not  relish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Cahbrslkko  assured  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts that  he  had  not  listened  to  a  single  word  he  had  said. 

Mr.  AsAMS  pursued  his  remarks.  He  argued  from  the 
facts  he  had  been  commenting  on,  that  the  accumulation  of 
the  public  moneys  in  certain  States  had  been  permitted  for 
political  effect,  and  that  this  had  been  used  as  an  argument 
with  gentlemen  from  those  States  to  induce  them  to  sus- 
tain other  measures  of  the  administration ;  and  was  pro- 
ceeding on  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  adducing  facts,  when 
he  was  called  to  order  by 

The  Chaibxav,  who  intimated  that  he  was  wandering 
from  the  question  immediately  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Adams  observed  tliat  this  was  the  first  time  any 
gentleman  had  been  called  to  order  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  by  the  chairman  for  not  confining  himself  strictly 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  committee.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  different  subjects  which  had 
been  discussed  under  questions  to  which  they  had  no  rele- 
vancy ;  and  he  gave  as  an  instance,  the  brilliant  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lkoars.]  The 
amendment  of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  when  that  gentleman 
bad  delivered  a  philosophical,  hbtorical,  admirable  dis- 
course upon  finance,  to  which  the  House  had  listened  with 
great  pleasure,  but  which  did  not,  in  the  remotest  manner, 
relate  to  the  particular  motion  before  the  committee,  and 
had  not  been  Interrupted.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  himself  had  made  a  speech  the 
night  before  upon  the  same  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  which  gave  rise  to  a  dialogue  between  him- 
self and  a  colleague,  [Mr.  Hoffmak,]  and  which  induced 
a  dispute  which  had,  doubtless,  been  settled  to  the  entire 
satis&ction  of  both  those  gentlemen.  It  was  a  skirmish  in- 
stigated by  the  private  personal  enmities  and  passions  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  himself, 
and  he  was  not  restrained  by  the  Chair  from  wandering 
from  the  subject  of  debate;  white  he  (Mr.  Adams)  had 
been  prononnced  out  of  order  for  connecting  with  the  sob- 
jeet  before  the  committee  such  allusions  to  another  bill  as 
tended  to  show  the  influence  that  the  manner  in  which  that 
bill  passed  would  have  upon  his  vote.  [Cries  from  the 
House,  "Goon!"  "goon!"] 

From  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of  June, 
1886,  it  was  obviously  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  withdraw  from  the  bank  at  Mobile  all  super* 
fluous  deposites  necessary  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  four  in- 
staluMnts  to  whkh  other  States  vfere  entitled.     The  sup- 


plementary act  of  July  4,  18S6,  made  it  most  emphatically 
his  duty  to  do  so.  The  specie  circular,  if  it  bad  any  prae- 
tical  effect  at  all,  by  pouring  specie  largely  into  that  bank, 
afforded  every  facility  necessary  for  that  operation.  In  hii 
annual  report  of  December,  1836,  he  recognises  that  duly, 
and  enlarges  with  no  equivocal  self-complacency  upon  his 
vigorous  assiduity  in  performing  it.  And  what  has  he 
done? 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836  there  was  in  deposite  of 
public  funds  in  that  bank,  $1,060,246  30. 

The  four  instalments  of  the  deposites  payable  to  the  State 
of  Alabama,  in  the  year  1837,  amounted  to  $892,115  71. 

What  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do  but  to 
require  of  that  bank  to  credit  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  with  the  four  instalments  due  to  the  Stale  of  Ala- 
bama as  they  became  payable,  and  there  would  have  yet  re- 
mained upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  that 
bank  to  be  accounted  for.  That  the  Secretary  himself  un- 
derstood this  to  be  his  duty  is  apparent  from  the  fact  which 
appears  in  his  report  of  the  25th  of  September  last  to  this 
Hous^  that  he  did  actually  so  pay  off  the  first,  second,  and 
third  instalments,  amounting  to  $669,086  79. 

Who,  then,  could  have  imagined  that,  after  all  these 
payments,  when  Congress  came  together,  on  the  4th  of 
last  month,  the  debt  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  at  Mobile,  was  still  $1,020,856  261  That,  from 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1836,  in  eleven  months,  and  after  a 
set-off  of  nearly  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  debt 
of  the  bank  had  not  been  reduced  so  much  as  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  ?  It  can  possibly  have  happened  only  by  the 
Secretary's  permitting  the  funds  of  the  nation,  devoted  to 
other  objects,  to  flow  into  this  bank  as  fast  as  they  went 
out  by  the  payment  of  the  three  instalments. 

I  find  in  th«  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  no 
correspondence  with  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, at  Mobile,  concerning  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
ments to  the  State,  nor  respecting  the  warrant  for  two  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty -two 
dollara  aAd  fifty-nine  cents,  entered  in  the  column  of  not 
yet  paid,  though  payable.  I  have  selected  this  Bank  of 
the  State  .of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  as  one  of  those,  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Treasury  with  which  are  mailed  with  a  wil- 
derness of  confusion.  The  case  of  the  Agricultural  Bank 
at  Natchez  is  still  more  extraordinary.  That  bank  got  the 
start  of  all  the  rest  in  the  suspension  of  payments,  not  mere- 
ly of  specie,  but  of  others.  A  Treasury  draft  upon  it,  which 
the  holder  of  it  was  willing  to  receive  in  decent  ragi%  was 
yet  protested  for  non-payment  on  the  2d  of  May  last.  By 
the  last  return  of  the  Treasurer's  acceunta,  there  was  a 
balance  still  due  from  that  bank  of  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Their  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  communicated  with  his  report 
of  25th  September,  is  truly  edifying.  The  whole  corres- 
pondence with  the  late  deposite  banks,  in  that  document, 
is  scarcely  less  instructive.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Treas- 
ury, since  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ami  its  branches,  year  after  year,  have 
lectured  Congress  upon  the  transcendent  wisdom  of  thai 
measure,  and  the  present  SecreUry,  in  his  annual  pane- 
gyric upon  the  deposite  State  banks,  informed  us,  I  think, 
that  this  measure  was  no  longer  an  experiment.  Its  suc- 
cess was  unqualified.  Its  triumph  was  complete.  In  look- 
ing over  the  Secretary's  fiscal  reporta  to  Congress,  and  es- 
pecially the  correspondence  with  the  depoeite'  banks,  I 
eould  not  but  wish  thst  this  correspondence  could  be  print- 
ed, in  parallel  columns,  with  the  correspondence  between 
the  former  Secretaries-of  the  Treasuiy  and  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  fronn  1816  to  1833,  par- 
ticularly relating  to  the  payment  of  large  aums  for  the  pub- 
lic, in  short  time,  or  on  sudden  emergencies.  With  the 
Bank  of  this  United  States,  when  the  former  Secretaries  of 
the  Treasttty  had  large  sums  to  pay*  to  transfer,  or  to  bor- 
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row,  they  used  no  circumloctttiona ;  ma4e  no  timid  inqui- 
ries when  and  bow  it  would  suit  their  convenience ;  offered 
DO  apologies  for  drawing  upon  them  beyond  their  means ; 
no  promises  that  he  would  not  for  an  indefinite  time  draw 
upon  them  again ;  nor  did  the  president  of  that  bank  ever 
answer  heavy  drafts  or  warrants  from  the  Treasury  with 
excuses,  and  entreaties,  and  menaces,  and  discourses  about 
the  pressure  of  the  times ;  the  multitude  of  bankruptcies ; 
the  want  of  long  notices  before  his  drafts ;  and  still  less 
with  inquiries  whether  he  could  not  suspend  tbem  from 
March  till  the  next  January,  or  with  proposals  to  borrow 
a  million  of  dollars  from  an  appropriation  for  an  Indian 
treaty,  and  pay  off  the  Indians  with  rags,  because  they  pre- 
fcnfd  them. 

The  result  of  all  this,  sir,  has  been  the  twin  bills  with 
which  this  session  of  Congress  began,  and  is  to  close :  one 
to  postpone  for  fifteen  months  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalmentx>f  the  deposits  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  to  sixteen 
States  of  this  Union,  and  the  other  to  authorize  the  ten 
other  States  to  reUin  in  their  banks,  effectively,  for  the 
same  term  of  lime,  not  only  the  fourth  instalment  which 
they  were  themselves  entitled  to  receive,  but  the  portion  of 
the  sixteen  others,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  suffered  to  fiow  into  their  banks,  and  which  their 
hanks  refuse  to  pay.  As  the  immediate  representative  of  a 
part  of  the  people  of  one  of  the  plundered  Sutes,  I  have 
felt  it  ray  duty  to  resist  this  system  of  measures  in  both  its 
parts,  and  even  in  these  last  hours  of  the  session  to  expose 
it  in  all  its  nakedness.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  will  not  hear  me,  I  hope  that  his  con- 
stituents and  mine  will.  I  have  laid  the  whole  system 
hare  to  the  bone.  The  question  of  further  postponement 
of  the  fourth  instalment  will  come  up  again  at  the  next  or 
the  succeeding  session  of  this  Congress.  I  am  determined 
that  whatever  pretences  may  then  be  alleged  for  that  post- 
ponement, or  for  the  total  repeal,  which  even  now  was  in- 
tended and  too  thinly  disguised,  not  a  shadow  of  the  pre- 
tence shall  be  left  that  the  fourth  instalment  could  not  have 
been  paid  without  a  new  tax  upon  the  people.  Every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  conversant  with  the  four  rules  of 
arithmetic,  who  will  look  at  this  my  tabular  statement,  will 
see  thai  when  this  session  of  Congress  commenced,  the^e 
were  in  the  deposite  banks  of  the  ten  Southmost  and 
Western  States  balances  due  to  the  Treasury  sufficient 
.  not  enly  to  pay  off  the  whole  fourth  instalment  to  the  whole 
twenly-six  Sutes,  bnt  to  leave  still  balances  of  millions  for 
the  lawful  expenses  of  tfae^tiation ;  that  even  on  the  1st  of 
October,  when  the  instalment  should  have  been  paid,  and 
when,  after  the  session  commenced;  more  than  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  had  been  extracted  from  those  balances, 
there  was  still  left  «f  them  an  amount  adequate  to  pay  the 
whole  fourth  instalment,  and  to  leave  half  a  million  of  sur- 
plus for  other  exigendes  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  first  observed  in  the  statement 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ut 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  the  enormous  dispropor- 
tion between  the  balances  due  from  the  Northern  and  those 
frooi  the  moat  Southern  and  Western  banks,  I  attributed 
this  pernicions  engorgement  of  the  public  funds,  the  prox- 
imate cause  of  the  ostensible  necessity  for  postponing  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment,  to  the  far-famed  specie 
circular.      By  that  d«>cume(it  all  the  receivers  of  publ'.c 
money*  were  required  to  annex  to  their  monthly  returns 
to  the  Trea:Fury  Department  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
received  by  them  respectively,  and  each  deposite  bank  was 
required  to  annex  to  every  certificate  given  upon  a  deposite 
o(  monejy  the  proportions  of  it  actoially  paid  in  gold,  in  sil- 
ver, and  in  bank  notes.     The  object  of  this  order  could  be 
no  other  than  to  keep  the  Department  at  all  times  apprized 
«f  the  aiggregate  amount  of  the  gold  and  silver  which  had 
been  received,  and  where  it  was  all  deposited.     There  was 
no  use  in  requiring  the  returns,  unless  the  returns  as  they 


came  in  were  continually  digeated  by  some  subordinate 
clerk  of  the  Department,  to  keep  the  Secretary  constantly 
advised  of  the  aggregate  amounts,  and  where  they  were  to 
be  founds  This  information  was  precisely  what  I  wanted, 
and  the  House,  at  my  raot'ioii,  on  the  30th  of  last  month, 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  copies  of  these  returns  required  by  the  specie  cir- 
cular. I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the  Secretary  in 
answer  to  the  call.  It  is,  that  the  returns  and  certificates 
will  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  near  one  thousand  five 
hundred  documents,  and  that  it  would  not  bo  in  the  power 
of  the  Department,  without  a  great  addition  to  its  clerical 
force,  to  have  them  all  copied  in  season  to  be  submitted 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  purpose  of  the  call  must  have  been  perfectly  ob- 
vious to  the  Secretary.  It  was  a  summsry  abstract  of  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  received  by  virtue  of  the  specie 
circular ;  the  names  of  the  officers  by  whom  it  had  been 
received,  and  of  the  banks  in  which  it  had  been  deposited. 
If  he  had  not,  as  I  think  he  should  have,  such  an  abstract 
constantly  before  him,  he  surely  has  not  in  the  Department 
a  thousand  dollar  clerk,  who  could  not  have  made  it  out 
from  his  fifteen  hundred  documents  in  two  days.  But  ho 
seems  to  have  thought  that  this  labor  could  be  more  easily 
performed  by  a  deliberative  assembly  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  members  in  session,  than  by  one  of  his  clerks,  for  ho 
adds  that  **  if  the  information  contained  in  them  is  wanted  * 
at  an  early  day,  the  Department  (clerks  and  all)  would 
respectfully  propose,  at  once,  to  lay  the  origuial  returns 
and  certificates  of  deposite  before  the  House  for  examina- 
tion, should  that  course  meet  with  its  approlmtion." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Department  might  as  respectfully 
have  proposed  to  send  up  to  this  House  the  whole  mass  of 
its  records  and  files,  as  these  fifteen  hundred  original  doc- 
uments, ft  reminded  me  of  a  caricature  whici,  in  niy 
youthful  days,  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  amused  me  in 
London.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  Charles  Fox's  famous 
India  bill,  which  proposed  to  take  from  the  East  India 
Company  the  government  of  that  country,  and  transfer  it 
to  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament.  It  produced  a 
prodigious  excitement  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  ended 
in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  coalition  ministry  of  Fox  ami 
North.  There  was  a  large  majority  for  it  in  the  House  of 
Cotnmons,  but  it  was  detested  by  the  King,  and  excessively 
odious  as  a  violation  of  chartered  rights  to  the  people.  I 
was  (hen  in  London,  and  remember  seeing,  at  the  print 
shops,  a  caricature  of  Charles  Fox,  with  the  immense  pilo 
of  buildings  called  the  India  House,  in  Leadenhall  street, 
upon  his  back,  staggering  up  with  it  to  Saint  Stephen's 
chapel.  The  respectful  proposal  of  the  Department  le- 
minds  me  of  this  caricature.  Methinks  I  see  the  Secretary, 
with  the  Department  on  bis  back,  upheaving  its  vastneas  to 
mount  tlie  Capitol,  and  break  iu  way  into  this  Hall.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  give  him  the  trouble,  and  prefier  to  luck 
the  djBsircd  information. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  in  any  shape ; 
not  that  I  am  unwilling  to  afford  relief  to  the  people  of  the 
States  where  these  drlinqucnt  banks  are  situated,  or  even 
to  grant  every  reasonable  indulgence  of  lime  to  the  Itanks 
themselves.  Rash  and  reckless  as  the  directors  of  these 
banks  must  have  been  to  involve  themselves  and  their  in- 
stitutions in  such  an  enormous  mass  of  debt,  upon  the 
credit  of  dcposiu^s  of  funds  belonging  to  the  nation,  as  to 
he  unable,  without  a  l«tter  of  license,  for  years,  to  restore 
the  trust,  as  they  had  pledged  themselves  to  do,  on  demand, 
I  hold  this  Government,  and  espcciully  the  last  adniinis-. 
trotion,  nor  can  I  except  tlie  present,  swam()ed  in  a  far 
deeper  res|M>nsibilily,  for*  the  delinquenry  of  these  banks, 
than  the  banks  themselves.  **Lcttd  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion," is  the  daily  prayer  which  the  founder  of  our  religion 
has  taught  frail  and  feeble  man  to  address  to  his  Maker — 
and  it  is  founded  upon  the  principle  that,  from  the  consli- 
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tution  of  our  nature,  the  leader  into  temptation  is  respon- 
sible for  the  fall  of  hioi  who  is  led.  Under  whatever  form 
of  grovemment  the  human  being  is  associated,  the  most 
sacred  duty  of  the  ruler  is  not  to  lead  the  subject  of  hiif 
rule  into  temptation.  The  administration  which  wilfully 
and  wantonly  took  away  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys 
from  the  institution  to  which  it  had  been  committed  by 
law,  shivered  the  trust  into  tatters,  and  then  intrusted  it,  in 
broken  fragments,  to  irresponsible  State  banks,  committed 
the  double  wrong  of  robbing  the  national  institution  of  its 
right,  and  of  leading  its  new  trustees  into  temptation ;  and, 
as  if  that  was  not  enough,  it  prompted,  it  philtered  (hem 
into  seduction.  I  cannot  have  the  heart  to  visit  with  severe 
punishment  the  weakness  of  the  victim,  while  the  tempter 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  my  power,  and  stilt  glories  in  his 
shame  :  while  the  successor  to  his  authority  still  clings  to 
the  leeks  and  onions  of  Egypt,  and  is  not  ashamed  to  tell 
this  suffering  nation  that  the  people  of  Europe — the  people 
of  England — are  afflicted  at  this  time  with  the  same  calam- 
ity, and  springing  from  the  same  causes,  as  themselves. 

I  feel  with  deep  sensibility  the  distresses  of  the  people 
of  Alabama,  of  Louisiana,  of  Mississippi,  and  of  the  whole 
debtor  States,  and  can  have  no  possible  animosity  against 
their  banks  ;  but  my  own  immediate  constituents  are  suf- 
fering still  more  intensely  from  the  same  heartless  experi- 
ment; more  intensely,  because  the  Department,  smooth 
as  the  down  of  thistle  to  the  Southern  and  Western  banks, 
has  been  sharp  as  the  thistle  itself  to  the  banks  of  the 
North.  The  only  reason,  the  only  necessity,  for  with- 
holding the  fourth  instalment  from  the  fourteen  creditor 
Stotes  is  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  balances  due  by 
the  banks  of  the  ten  debtor  States.  To  this  I  cannot  con- 
sent. 

Nor  is  my  opposition  to  these  two  bills  prompted  by  the 
mere  consideration  that  they  are  unwise  and  unjust  in 
themselves,  but  that  they  are  the  pioneers  of  a  system  of 
policy  to  pervade  this  commencing  administration  through- 
out its  whole  career — a  system  of  sacrificing  the  rights  and 
interests,  as  well  as  the  feelings,  of  the  North,  to  the 
overwhelming  influence  of  Southern  theories.  Southern 
interests,  and  Southern  dictation.  This  is  but  the  first 
step  of  a  long  line  of  march  ;  and  the  preposterous  divorce 
of  bank  and  State,  so  delicious  to  the  taste,  and  so  cheer- 
ing to  the  hopes  of  nullification,  is  undoubtedly  the  second. 
'I'his  measure,  too  absurd  for  serious  reasoning,  too  alarm- 
ing for  scornful  derision,  so  absurd  that  it  was  impossible 
to  believe  it  proposed  with  sincerity,  so  terrible  to  the  fu- 
turity of  this  nation,  if  really  sincere,  after  floating  triumph- 
antly, in  its  passage  frum  the  Department,  through  the 
Senate  into  this  House,  has  this  day,  by  a  timid  and  al- 
most despairing  resistance,  been  deferred  till  the  winter 
session,  for  the  srary  and  the  wavering  to  go  home  and 
feel  the  pulse  of  the  democracy  of  numbers.  With  the 
winter  session  it  will  come  back,  and  nullification,  under 
the  rankest  exhalation  of  whose  pestilential  breath  it-pour- 
cd  forth  its  first  fetid  infusions  into  this  Hall,  will  again 
make  her  harpy  feast  upon  its  offals.  That  it  will  ever  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  this  House,  may  a  merciful  Heaven 
forbid !  In  the  interval,  at  least,  I  will  cherish  the  hope 
of  better  things,  and  catch  every  gleam  of  brighter  proa- 
pcctM  to  illuminate  the  auspices  of  the  coming  year.* 

Mr.  AnAMfs  concluded  at  about  eight  o*clock,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEXG,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside,  and  the  bill  **  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the  year  1837,  taken  up  in  its  stead. 

GENERAL   APPROPRLVnON  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELICNG,  in  a  few  wordfl,  explained  the 
grounds  of  the  bill,  as  ori.'iing  from  a  deficiency  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  WISK  took  the  floor,  and,  after  some  general  re- 
niarUs  of  a  congratulatory  character  on  the  defeat  of  the 


administration  in  the  rejection  of  the  sub-Treasury  bUl, 
proceeded  to  comment  with  severity  on  the  ezpendiure  of 
the  public  money  on  the  agency  of  Mr.  Rush,  at  London, 
and  argued  to  show  that,  including  every  thing,  it  was 
costing  the  United  States  about  $14,000  a  year.  He  called 
for  the  reading  of  Mr.  Rush's  letter  on  the  expenses  and 
delays  of  suits  in  the  British  Court  of  Chancery ;  and  alto 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  the  appro- 
priation in  tho  bill.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  striiie 
out  from  the  bill  the  item  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  fur- 
ther expenses  of  the  mission  to  London  coDcerning  the 
Smithsonian  legacy. 

Af\er  a  brief  reply  from  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  in 
which  he  insisted  that  the  Secretary  was  only  carryiogout 
the  law  which  Mr.  Wisb  himself,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Adams,  had  advocated,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  and  negatived :  Yeas  65,  nays  74. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  then  addressed  the  House 
for  an  hour  in  a  discursive  speech,  in  which  he  complained, 
in  very  strong  terms,  of  the  breach  of  faith  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  IVeasury,  in  his  public  promise  to  pay  the  mem- 
bers in  gold,  if  they  desired  It.  Members  bad  applied  lo 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  for  gold,  and  had  been  told  that  there 
was  no  more  of  it,  but  that  they  could  have  uWer,  or 
notes  of  State  banks,  or  of  the  District  banks.  He  advert- 
ed to  a  number  of  other  topics,  but  this  was  the  principal 
theme  of  remark. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  a  very  serious  charge  had  lieen 
brought  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  for  which, 
if  guilty,  he  certainly  deserved  not  only  the  censure  of  that 
House,  but  also  of  the  whole  people  of  the  country.  That 
gentleman  had  no  seat  upon  that  floor,  and  was  thereby 
debarred  from  all  opfiortunity  of  defending  himself.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  rise  at  that  time  to  defend  the  Secretary,  but 
simply  to  ascertain  the  facts  upon  which  this  serious  charge 
had  been  made  against  that  distinguished  individual.  He 
would,  then,  premise  that  his  honorable  friend  who  had 
just  taken  his  seat,  would  find  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  hod  not  imposed  upon  him  or  other  members,  hot 
that  others  had.  Ho  begged  permission  to  have  read  the 
letter  of  tliat  officer  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House ;  which  wis 
done. 

The  letter  was  as  follows  : 

«Triasurt  Dbpaetmbkt,  Auguit  16,  1897. 
**  Sir  :  The  near  approach  of  the  iteasion  of  Coogms 
makes  it  proper  for  me  to  apprize  you,  in  order  that  the 
information  may  lie  used  for  the  l^enefil  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativeis  ^ 
this  Department  will  be  prepared  lo  furnish  funds  for  their 
payment  in  notes  of  the  city  banks  or  specie,  or  to  give 
drafts  upon  several  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  public  money,  or  the  former  deposite  banks, 
in  suitable  sums,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of 
them. 
**  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"LEVI  WOODBURY, 
««  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
«*  W.  S  FRANKLiir,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reps,  oflfu  V.  «." 

Now,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  B.)  the  House  would  \fy 
ccivc  that  the  honorable  gentleman  y/ho  had  made  thi^ 
serious  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bud 
presumed  too  much  upon  that  kind  of  information  which 
ofien  led  to  error,  and  involved  him  who  relied  upon  it, 
likewise,  in  error.  It  had  been  stated  there  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  proposed  to  pay  the  members  of 
that  body  in  <*gold  alone."  The  House  has  heard  the 
letter  of  that  officer,  and  it  contained  no  such  promise 
whatever. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  referrrcd 
to  me. 
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Mr.  BYNUM.  I  do  not  recollect  who  it  was,  bul  I 
heard  it. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  never  made  such  a  statement  that  ho 
promised  to  pay  in  «« gohl  alone.'* 

Mr.  BYNUM.  I  care  not  who  made  the  charge,  but 
it  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House  that  the  asser- 
tion was  made  that  he  had  given  a  proaiitre  to  pay  the 
members  in  gold  ;  and  I  appeal  to  the  House  to  say  whether 
I  do  not  state  facts. 

Mr.  B.  would  now  ask  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the 
Sergeant  at- arms,  ir  reply  to  one  he  had  addressed  to  that 
officer,  calling  upon  him  to  state  the  facts  whether  the 
specie  was  exhausted,  and  whether  any  members  had  been 
denied  being  paid  therein,  as  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  following  was  the  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  B.  to  the 
Sergeant- at-arms,  and  his  reply  : 

"HousB  or  RspiiBSKirTATiTBs,  Oct,  13,  1837. 

<*  Sim  :  WiH  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  if  you  have 
stopped  paying  the  members  of  Congress  in  specie  for  their 
milage  and  per  diem  of  the  present  session,  and  whether 
you  will  not  be  able  tu  pay  the  whole  off  in  specie  for  the 
present  session  of  Congress  1  Please  answer  this  in  writing. 
*'  Yours,  respectfully, 

"J.  A.  BYNUM." 

**  Dkak  sis  :  fn  reply  to  the  above,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  drawn  from  the  bank  coin  (either  gold  or  silver)  for 
every  member  who  has  requested  it,  and  have  now  nbout 
$3,000  in  specie  drawn  for  the  checks  of  members,  that  is 
now  ready  to  be  paid  tu  them  ;  and  I  have  been  assured  by 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  that  they  were  prepared  to  pay  in 
specie  all  our  checks. 

'« Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«'ROD'K  DORSE Y." 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said  ho  was  in  the  room  of  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  about  an  hour  or  so  ago,  and  he  saw  a 
member  from  Virginia  being  paid  in  notes ;  he  did  not  then 
see  that  member  in  his  seat.  Mr.  J.  thereupon  asked 
Mr.  J>oraey  whether  he  was  paying  off  members  in  gold 
and  silver,  and  he  replied  that  he  was  not.  Mr.  J.  asked 
him  if  the  specie  was  exhausted,  and  Mr.  D.  said  that  it 
was.  This  conversation  took  place  in  the  presence  of  half 
a  doxen  members  of  the  House.  He  repeated  upon  his 
own  authority  the  Sergeant  at-arms  told  htm  so,  and  ho 
saw  him  with  his  own  eye»  dealing  out  notes. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  was  not  the  member  from  Virginia 
allu'led  to,  but  he  thought  if  this  matter  were  investigated, 
it  would  be  found  ihat  that  member  preferred  taking  notes 
to  specie ;  for  Mr.  R.  had  been  otherwise  informed,  that 
that  officer  had  a  stock  of  specie  on  hand,  and  had  not  re- 
vised BO  to  pay  any  member  who  desired  it.  Nay,  more, 
that  he  had  on  several  occasions,  when  members  have  ap- 
plied to  him  for  their  pay,  inquired  how  thoy  would  wiah 
to  have  iL  Some  of  them  replied  that  they  would  prefer 
Treasury  notes,  contemplating  their  issue,  and,  in  that 
event,  concluded  to  wait  till  they  were  issued.  Some  had 
preferred  Virginia  bank  notes,  others  had  preferred  District 
paper,  and  others  again  gold  and  silver ;  perhaps  none  have 
preferred  silver.  There  was  no  question  that  the  promise 
contained  in  the  Secretary's  letter  had  liecn  fully  complied 
with,  and  every  member,  who  desired  it,  had  been  paid  in 
specie. 

Mr.  WISE  again  called  for  the  «  emphatic"  reading  of 
Mr.  Woodbury's  letter,  (as  given  above,)  which  he  still 
insisted  was  an  imposition. 

The  letter  having  been  read,  Mr.  W.  cited  from  it  the 
Allowing  passage :  **ad  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of 
tliem." 

Now,  said  he,  which  was  most  convenient?     Specie 
f^«s  the  general  term,  embracing  both  gold  and  silver,  but  j 
^^t  letter  was  an  im(H>»ition,  for  there  was  not  a  man  there 
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who  would  take  forty  or  fifty  pounds  weight  of  silver,  and 
that  in  fractions  of  a  dollar,  for  they  could  not  get  it  in 
whole  dollars.  Was  it  convenient  then  for  members  to 
take  silver  ?  No.  Then  they  were  reduced  to  Hobson's 
choice — paper  or  silver,  having  no  gold,  and  therefore  they 
were  compelled  to  take  paper,  and  therefore  too  Levi  could 
not  redeem  his  promise.  Mr.  W.  stated,  in  confirmation 
of  this  fact,  that  Mr.  Halstxd,  of  New  Jersey,  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Sergcant-at-arms  for  gold,  and  could  not 
get  it.     The  Sergeanl-at-arms  refused  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  interposed,  and  said  that,  in  the  re- 
marks he  had  made  on  this  subject,  he,  in  no  way.  Intend- 
ed to  impeach  that  officer,  for  a  more  faithful,  diligent, 
and  honorable  one  they  had  never  had. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  did  not  design  to  impeach 
the  conduct  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  that  officer  would 
not  so  understand  him,  but  there  were  a  dozen  members 
who  could  confirm  what  he  had  stated.  Mr.  Dorsey  had 
to  pay  out  what  funds  were  in  his  possession,  or  he  was 
supplied  with,  and  gold,  at  present,  formed  no  part  of 
them.. 

Let  him  also  inform  the  House  of  another  fact,  that  the 
very  specie  they  were  then  paid  with,  even  the  silver,  was 
the  bank's  specie,  and  not  the  Government's.  The  Bank 
of  the  Metropolis  had  loaned  the  Government  some  twenty 
or  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  for  this  purpose,  for 
the  Government  had  neither  gold  nor  silver  of  its  own 
to  pny  out. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  was  ihs  ques- 
tion. 

The  CHAIR  stated  it  was  on  the  clause  respecting  the 
item  for  an  agent  in  liOndon  to  prosecute  the  Smithsonian 
bequest. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee would  take  the  question.  There  they  were  at  10 
o'clock  of  a  Saturday  night,  on  the  last  night  too  of  the 
session,  with  much  important  business  to  act  upon,  wast- 
ing about  two  hours  on  the  contemptible  question,  wheth- 
er the  Sergeant-at-arms  had  gold  or  silver  to  pay  the 
members !  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  he  called  upon  the 
members  of  that  House  to  continue  this  discussion  no  fur- 
ther, a  discussion,  together  with  the  question  involved  in 
it,  of  no  consequence  to  any  human  being  on  earth. 

While  up,  he  must  say,  that  the  effort  of  his  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  to  fix  any  thing  wrong  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  reading  of  his  let- 
ter, did  not  meet  Mr.  B's  approbation.  The  Secretary 
told  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  that  the  members  would  be 
paid  either  in  notes  of  the  city  banks,  or  specie,  or  drafts 
upon  collectors  or  receivers,  or  deposite  banks,  in  one  or 
the  other,  as  should  suit  their  convenience.  Now  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  was  a  fair  construction,  to 
say  that  this  was  a  promise  to  pay  in  "gold  V 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  called  the  gentleman 
to  order,  f«>r  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  I  will  come  to  order,  sir ;  for  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  the  utter  irrelevancy  of  this  whole  discus- 
sion ;  and  being  so,  I  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  begged  leave  to  state  what  he  witness- 
ed  in  relation  to  this  matter,  in  the  room  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  objected. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  be  allowed  to  go  on,  especially  as  he  was 
a  member  who  had  never,  in  his  life,  delayed  the  business 
of  the  House.  [Loud  and  general  cries  of  «« go  on !"  *«  go 
on!"] 

Mr.  HAWKINS  then  made  a  statement  substantially 
as  follows :  That  he  had  stepped  into  the  room  where  the 
Sergeant-  at  arms  was  paying  the  members,  when  he  heard 
the  member  from  Virginia,  from  the  Richmond  district, 
[Mr.  RoBXBTsoK,]  apply  to  that  officer  to  know  in  what 
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hind  of  currency  be  intended  to  pay  him.  Mr.  Dorsey 
observed  tbat  he  could  pay  him  in  specie,  and  asked  bim 
what  kind  of  money  he  wanted.  Mr.  Robeutsox  stated 
that  he  wished  Virginia  paper.  Mr.  Dorsey  said  he  had 
not  got  Virginia  paper,  but  would  try  and  get  it  for  him. 
One  of  Mr.  H's  colleagues,  standing  by,  said  if  Mr.  Dor- 
sey would  give  him  specie  for  fifty  dollars  of  United  States 
Bank  paper,  perhaps  these  notes  would  suit  Mr.  K's  con- 
venience. Mr.  RoBSRTSoir  said  he  would  not  take  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  but  would  much  prefer 
Virginia  bank  paper  to  them. 

The  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WI8C  then  moved  to  amend  the  clau6c  by  re- 
ducing the  item  for  the  expenses  of  the  agency  to  London, 
to  attend  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  from  10,000  to 
$3,000. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  not  the  least  objec- 
tion, because,  if  the  larger  sum  was  found  to  be  requisite, 
it  could  be  provided  for  next  session. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

The  comuittee  then  rose  and  reported,  and  the  amend- 
ment having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  a 
third  reading ;  it  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SUSPENSION  OF  RULES. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  suspending  the  rules 
which  prohibit  the  transmission  of  bills  from  one  House 
to  the  other  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  session,  and 
also  the  presenting  of  bills  to  the  President  within  that 
time,  was  agreed  to,  afler  amending  it  so  as  to  except  the 
sub-Treasury  bill  from  its  operation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  SMITH,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  settle  with  the 
deposite  banks. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Bntons  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  making 
ajipropriations  for  the  Seminole  war. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  submitted  a  variety  of  stotcmcnts, 
showing  the  necessity  of  a  further  call  of  $1,600,000, 
among  which  was  the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War: 

War  Depabtmeitt,  Sept.  14,  1837. 

SiK :  The  Seminole  Indians  having  a  second  time  failed 
to  comply  with  their  engagements,  this  Department  has  been 
compelled  lo  make  extensive  preparations  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida.  The  success  of  the 
iiicaoures  adopted  by  the  Government,  in  pursuance  of  a 
humane  policy  towards  the  Indians,  and  our  duty  to  pro- 
tect the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  that  Territory 
from  outrage  and  violence,  leave  us  no  alternative  other 
than  the  enforcement  of  the  treaty ;  and  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  enable  the  officers  charged  with  its  execution,  ef- 
fectually to  accomplish  this  object  The  nature  of  the 
country  and  of  tlie  climate  has  enabled  the  enemy  to  pro- 
Jong  this  contest  to  an  unexpected  length  ;  but  tbc  expe- 
rience of  the  officers,  who,  with  so  much  constancy  and 
courage,  have  hitherto  conducted  the  military  operations 
there,  the  knowledge  of  the  country  they  have  acquired, 
and  the  means  which  will  be  placed  at  their  disposal,  all 
give  reasonable  hopes  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  speedy  and 
succetisful  close. 

The  di.sastrou8  consequences  of  an  unsuccessful  summer 
campaign  involved  the  country  in  greot  expenses,  which 
were  much  increased  daring  the  protracted  negotiations 
which  terminated  so  unfortunately  by  the  Indians  again 
violating  their  treaty  obUgations.  During  this  period,  ves- 
sels were  kept  in  readiness  at  great  cost,  and  other  means 
provided  to  facilitate  the  emigration  of  the  Indians,  while 


the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  war  establishment  were  ne- 
cessarily  continued.  These  unavoidable  expenses,  with 
those  incurred  by  the  preparations  now  making  to  collect 
a  sufficient  force  and  ample  supplies  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, have  exhausted  the  means  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  this  Department  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  bostiiiticii, 
and  will  render  further  legislative  provision  necessary. 

There  will  be  required  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities, under  the  following  heads,  the  sum  of  ^1,588,848  !S2, 
to  wit: 

For  forage,  means  of  transportation,  and  various  other  ob- 
jects of  supply,  to  be  procured  by  the  Quarteraiaster^s 
department,  and  to  meet  the  contingent   expenses  of 
the  service        ....    |800,000  00 
For  pay  of  volunteer  force  that  will  he  em- 

ployetl  in  Florida  ...      600,000  00 

For  clothing  and  equipage  to  be  provided 

by  the  Purchasing  department  -  •       153,848  3S 

For  supplies  to  be  furnished  by  the  Ord- 
nance department         ...        35,00000 
For  medical  supplies         ...        10,000  00 


$1,588,848  22 


With  a  view  to  an  economical  prosecution  of  the  impor- 
tant work  now  in  progress  on  the  Red  river — the  removal 
of  the  raftf  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  sum  of 
$25,000  be  appropriated  at  the  present  time.  This  amount, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  if  applied  now,  will  enable  the 
Department  to  complete  that  object;  whereas,  if  the  works 
be  suspended  for  want  of  funds,  until  the  usual  period  of 
making  the  annual  appropriations,  much  precious  lime  will 
be  lost,  and  great  additional  eni^nee  incurred. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  Silas  Wright,  Jr. 

Chairman  Committee  of  Finance,  Senate, 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that  on  a  former  occasion  he  hvl 
intimated  \in  intention,  when  thi»  bill  should  curoe  up,  to 
submit  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole  war, 
but  he  had  concluded  to  forbear  at  this  lime  to  go  into  the 
subject.  He  was  induced  to  do  this  under  the  ripeclalioD, 
which  he  believed  the  whole  country  entertained,  that  the 
present  would  lie  the  last  campaign,  and  this  tho  last  appro- 
priation the  House  would  bo  called  on  to  make  in  support 
of  that  war. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  bo  reported  to  the  Hmuc. 

NEW  YORK  FIRE. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  wished  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  if  he  thought  to  pass  that  bill  the  present  srrsion ! 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  he  hoped  so,  and 
made  an  earncFt  appeul  to  the  committee  to  give  its  appro- 
bation to  the  measure. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  np,  and  having  been  read  hr 
the  Clerk. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  commit- 
tee, proposed  that  it  be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  committee 
refuse  at  present  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  that  motion  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  also  joined  in  that  wish,  and  the  motion 
was  disagreed  to:  Ayes  66,  noes  67. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  conjurred  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  they  had  not  limo  to  discuss  this  bill 
then,  but  he  did  nut  consider  it  necessary,  after  the  very 
long  debate  upon  it  last  year,  which  bad  been  spread  be- 
fore the  nation,  and  he  therefore  trusted  the  committee 
would  act  upon  it  at  once,  and  report  it  to  tLe  House. 
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Mr.  THOMPSON  Btrongly  opposed  the  bill,  and  ex- 
pressed  his  determination  to  defeat  it,  and  moved  that  it  be 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said  a  few  words  in  its  support. 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  that  the  committee  riee,  and  report 
the  Seminole  war  bill,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  that  bill 
having  been  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

DEPOSITS  BANKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  "for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon 
the  late  deposite  banks"  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  J.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
clause  granting  the  depoi>ite  banks  four,  six,  and  nine 
months,  and  by  inserting  the  following:  «The  first  instal- 
ment to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  second 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1889,  and  the  remaining  in- 
sulment  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1839."  Mr.  J.  ex- 
plained the  important  services  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  two  deposite  banks  in  the  city  of  Now  Or- 
leans, and  ihe  strong  claims  they  had  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  indulgence,  and  exhibited  a  statement  showing 
the  millions  which  had  been  transferred,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  other  pointe  to  the  said 
banks  in  New  Orleans,  and  paid  there.  He  remarked  that 
thnte  bonks  would  probably  sustain  immense  losses  by  re- 
mittances in  exchange  to  poinU  designated  by  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the  protest  of  the 
greater  portion  of  them.  Had  the  bills  so  purchased  and 
remitted  been  paid,  nearly  the  whole  debt  due  to  the  Gov- 
ernment would  have  been  extinguished.  They  were  drawn, 
h»  said,  on  houses  believed  to  be  perfectly  good  at  the  lime, 
an^l  would  have  been  punctually  paid  but  for  the  recent 
pressure,  which  had  created  such  a  convulsion  in  the  com- 
mercial afiairs  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  those 
looses,  however,  the  banks,  he  said,  are  now  prepared,  and 
always  have  been,  to  pay  the  whole  amount  due  by  them, 
in  such  funds  as  they  received  in  deposite. 

Mr.  /.contended  that,  independently  of  the  claims  of 
the  depuaite  banks  upon  the  Government  for  indulgence,  it 
was  due  to  the  people  that  it  should  be  granted  ^  that,  by 
presdag  the  banks,  a  pressure  would  be  created  upon  the 
people.  H«  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  amendment  pre- 
sented by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  GARLAirn,]  as  well  as  to  the 
one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  They  were 
both  calculated,  if  adopted,  to  operate  injuriously. 

Mr.  POPE  and  Mr.  ADAMS  severaHy  opposed  the  bill; 
when  the  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  77,  nays  54. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENGsaid,  to  put  an  end  to  this  matter, 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired,  before  he  could  vote  for 
il,  if  (he  banks  were  required  to  pay  interest 
.Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Tlie  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  having  been  ordered,  the  amendment  was  concur- 
red in ;  and  the  question  being  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was  totally 
opposed  to  thu  bill  in  every  shape  and  form ;  and,  therefore, 
he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  they  were  refused. 

Mr.  BELL  opposed  the  bill,  and  demanded  some  ex- 
planatiuns,  as  to  its  details,  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  were  given.  He  then 
suggested,  as  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  subject  at 
so  late  a  period  in  tlie  session,  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  all  legal  proceedings  against  the 
banks  referred  to  in  the  bill,  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
grese.  He  considered  the  hill  to  be  loosely  drawn,  con- 
taining no  prorvision  for  the  ease  of  those  banks  against 
which  suita  had  been  actually  instituted. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MARTIN,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 


GENERAL   APPROPRIAl  ION    BILL— AMEND- 
MENTS THERETO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
resolve<l  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Baiees  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the 
amendments  proposeil  thereto  by  the  Senate.  There  were 
three. 

The  first  makes  appropriation  of  $26,000  for  the  print- 
ing and  binding  of  certain  documents  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  second  provides  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$3,000,  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  under  laws  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

The  third  authorizes  the -Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  all  outstanding  Treasury  dafts  or  transfers  on  the 
deposite  banks,  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  such  drafts 
or  transfers  to  be  received  at  par  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
without  allowance  of  interest  or  damages  thereon. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  made  objection  to  the 
second  proposed  amendment ;  and,  by  consent,  the  other 
two  amendments  were  first  taken  op,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  committee. 

The  second  amendment  being  then  exclusively  under 
consideration,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  JOHN- 
SON, of  Louisiana,  and  THOMPSON,  the  proposition 
was  rejected :  Yeas  67,  nays  62. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House.  And  the  question  being  on 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  with  the  Senate  in  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  (the  question  being  taken  on  them  sev- 
erally,) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  demanded  some  expla- 
nation as  to  the  first  amendment,  calling  for  an  addi- 
tionol  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  certain  printing  and 
binding. 

The  Clerk  read  several  resolutions  of  tht  Senate  autho- 
rizing the  printing  of  certain  documents  relating  to  the  ces- 
sion of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  United  States,  and 
other  subjects ;  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAR- 
TER, MENEFEE,  GUSHING,  and  DUNCAN,  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GUSHING  then  asked  for  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  third  proposed  amendment ;  and  whether  the 
provisions  it  contains  were  intended  to  reach,  or  to  apply 
to,  any  particular  case  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  a  brief  reply. 

The  first  and  third  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to,  the  House  non-concurring  with  the  second. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  here  made,  and  lost. 
THE  NEW  YORK  FIRE  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  to  relieve  the  owneiv 
of  goods  destroyed  at  the  great  fire  in  New  York  from  the 
payment  of  duties  thereon.  And  this  motion  was  lost  by  a 
vote  of  66  yeas  to  70  nays. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING  ON  MONDAY. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  a  motion,  that  when  the  House  adjourn 
it  be  to  meat  on  Monday,  at  7  o'clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of  No ! 
no !  from  all  sides. ) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  named  8  o'clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of 
No!  repeated.) 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  named  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
(Same  cries. ) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion :  this  motion  re- 
quiring a  vote  of  two-thirds,  prevailed — Yeas  1 12,  nays 
not  counted ;  and  the  motion  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day morning  was  carried. 

Another  unsuccessful  motion  «^as  then  made  to  adjourn. 
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Several  enrolled  bills  were  presented,  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  on  leave,  had  the  record  of  his  vote  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
sub-Treasury  bill  this  day,  changed  from  the  afErmative 
to  the  negative. 

Mr.  CURTIS  made  another  unsuccessful  attempt  to  pre- 
vail on  the  House  to  go  into  Cororaitteo  of  the  Whole  on 
the  New  York  fire  relief  bill. 

THE   DEPOSITE   BANK   ADJUSTMENT    BILL, 
AS  AMENDED. 

The  Senate,  having  concurred  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  to  this  bill,  proposed  a  further  amend- 
ment, declaring  that  the  default  referred  to  in  the  bill  shall 
be  understood  to  be  a  failure  of  any  of  the  deposite  banks 
to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  riuch  bank  be 
charged  six  per  centum  per  annum  interest  on  such  drafts 
for  the  time  of  default. 

Messrs.  McKAY,  POPE,  and  GRAVES,  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  amendment ;  and 

Mr.  LOO  MIS,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  bill  on 
the  table ;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRAVES  thought  the  amendment  partial  and  op- 
pressive in  its  provisions,  and  was  making  some  remarks 
to  that  effect,  when  he  observed  that  he  should  suspend 
them,  until  the  Chair  had  finished  his  conversation  with 
another  memlier. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  usual  for  the  Chair  to  an- 
swer such  questions,  in  regard  to  the  pending  business,  as 
any  member  chose  to  come  to  the  Spcaker*s  table  to  pro- 
pound ;  that  he  was  doing  this  then,  and  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  look  intently  on  every  gentleman  who  addresses 
the  House. 

Mr.  GRAVES  thought  the  Chair  could  not  attend  to  in- 
dividual members  of  the  House  and  to  the  business  of  the 
Chair  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order;  and 

Mr.  GRAVES  proceeded  with  his  remarks.  He  wished 
the  amendment  proposed  to  be  so  modified  as  to  be  uniform 
in  its  application  to  all  the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  LOO  MIS,  of  New  York,  reviewed  the  course  the 
debate  had  originally  taken  upon  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  upon  the  different  propositions,  as  made  by  himself  and 
others,  and  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the  same.  He 
thought  the  bill  had  better  not  pass  in  the  form  proposed 
by  the  Senate,  but  should  rather,  for  the  present,  be  post- 
poned, and  brought  forward  hereafter  in  a  more  digested 
form.  Mr.  L.  closed  his  remarks  by  moving  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  tlie  first  Monday 
in  December  next. 

Mr.  POPE  said  he  had  conceived  that  there  were  two 
objects  for  the  convention  of  Congress  at  this  session :  the 
first  was  Id  relieve  the  mercantile  distress  of  the  country  ; 
and  the  second,  to  devise  such  means  as  would  relieve  the 
banks,  and  enable  them  to  resume  specie  payments  imme- 
diately. He  was  in  favor  of  suoh  action  on  thia  bill  as 
would  accomplish  the  latter  object  most  speedily. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  reminded  the  House  that  it  was 
then  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  that  the  proposition  before 
them  was  the  only  one  impeding  their  progress. 

Several  gentlemen  expressed  opinions  favorable  to  im- 
mediate action  on  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  GRAVES 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Loomis] 
would  withdraw  his  motion ;  which  suggestion  was  com- 
plied with  by  the  latter. 

The  question  being  on  concurrence  with  the  Senate  in 
their  amendments, 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  a  count,  which  was  ordered,  and 
it  appeared  that  the  House  was  without  a  quorum. 

A  motion  l*eing  made  to  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  before  the  House, 


Mr.  WISE  would  not  consent  to  act  on  a  matter  so  \m- 
porUnt  in  that  state  the  House.  Here  were  some  80  mem- 
bers doing  the  business,  to  transact  which  240  had  been 
sent !  Nor  was  there  a  quorum  in  the  Senate,  either;  and 
on  a  Mil  like  this !  at  a  distress  session,  too !  He  could  not 
consent  to  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  movc-d  that  the  House  non-concur  wvh 
the  Senate  in  its  proposed  amendment,  with  a  view  to  a 
conference  between  the  two  Hooses. 

Mr.  LEWIS  remarked  that  there  was  neither  a  quorum 
in  the  Senate  nor  in  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  the  House  can  neither  concur  nor 
nonconcur.  It  was  then  Sunday  morning,  he  olwcrved, 
and  he  would  move  that  the  House  adjourn.  But  be  with- 
held thia  motion  until  the  question  on  concurring  was  put, 
when  it  appeared  (by  a  count  of  tellers)  that  there  was  no 
quorum  present,  61  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  22  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WISE.  Let  us  see  who  the  members  are  who  do 
not  choose  to  adjourn  under  these  circumsUuccs.  I  call  fot 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  the  vote  stood : 
Yeas  38,  nays  50. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  said  that  it  would  be  sub- 
jecting the  members  present  to  too  much  inconvenience  to 
keep  them  here  during  the  tedious  process  of  a  call  of  the 
House,  so  late  at  night.  But,  if  the  officers  of  the  Houie 
do  their  duty,  a  quorum  may  be  kept  on  Monday,  when  he 
hoped  to  see  such  an  attendance  as  would  result  in  the 
transaction  of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggeRted  that  it  was  better  to  pa»  a  vole 
of  non-concurrence,  which  would  leave  this  question  jurt 
where  it  was,  when  many  members  went  home,  believing 
that  no  further  action  would  be  had  upon  the  bill  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  H.\YNE8  could  not  consent  to  do  business  with 
the  knowledge  that  there  was  no  quorum  present.  Before 
any  question  could  be  entertained,  the  presence  of  memben 
must  be  compelled. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Let  us  have  a  call  of  the  House,  thea, 
and  compel  the  attendance  of  membrra. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  not  consent  to  act  upon  any  ques- 
tion without  a  quorum.  This  bill  he  considered  as  the 
price  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  passed  this  session 
by  Congress;  and  a  measure  of  too  much  imporunce  to 
be  acted  upon  in  that  state  of  the  House.  He  would  fit 
there  till  Monday  morning,  if  required,  but  he,  kr  one, 
would  not  do  business  wiih  only  eighty  members  present 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  he  was  convinced  nothing  could 
be  done  that  night,  and  he  therefore  would  move  an  ad- 
journment. 

This  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division,  and  theHoasi 
adjourned,  at  half-past  I  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning. 


MoNDAT,  October  16. 
DEPOSITE  BANK  ADJUSTMENT  BILL. 

The  House  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  a  quorum  being 
present,  proceeded  to  business. 

The  question  being  on  concurrence  in  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill  extending  indulgence  to  the  dep<jflte 
banks,  (declaring  the  time  at  which  payment  of  interest  oa 
balances  due  shull  commence,  viz.  from  the  date  of  any 
default  or  neglect  to  pay  any  draft  or  requisition  of  the 
Treasury,) 

Mr.  HA YNE8  said  a  few  words  on  the  amendment  in 
relation  to  its  application  only  to  batiks  which  hnd  Iteen 
delinquent.  This  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the  hill 
entirely  those  which  had  not  been  drawn  upon  at  all. 

Mr.  ADAMS  spoke  with  warmth  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  and  amendment     Ita  provisions  having  reference  to 
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the  first  section  of  the  bill,  would,  in  effect,  apply  not  to 
banks  which  were  delinquent,  but  involved  the  absurdity 
of  applying  ft  only  to  banks  which  were  not  delinquent. 
Mr.  A.  said  be  had  demonstrated  this  at  a  previous  sitting, 
to  the  conviction,  he  believe(%  of  every  one  who  had  heard 
him.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  not  so  much  as  attempted  to  answer  the  argu- 
ment. And  Mr.  A.  now  declared,  in  the  presence  of  this 
Hous£>,  that  if  this  bill  was  to  go  forth  to  the  nation  with 
thai  section  in  it,  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  our  legislation. 
The  first  section  of  the  bill  extended  relief  to  those  banks 
only  which  were  not  delinquent;  and,  as  the  amendment 
had  reference  to  the  same  banks,  it  would,  in  fact,  have  no 
operation  at  all,  unless  from  a  constructive  power  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  fraudful  application  of  it 
to  such  banks  as  were  delinquent.  If  the  obstinate  perse- 
verance of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  forcing  this  bill  through  the  House  with  this  ob- 
vious absurdity  on  its  face  was  to  succeed,  it  should  not  he 
at  lessst  without  opposition  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.  He  would 
read  the  first  section  once  more,  and  would  demonstrate;  a 
second  time,  that  it  had  reference  only  to  banks  which  were 
not  delinquent.  Let  the  chairman,  cried  Mr.  A.,  answer 
me,  if  he  can.  [Mr.  A.  here  read  the  section  referred  to.] 
What  a  power,  said  he,  is  here  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tr«»asury  !  Tlie  power  of  selectiug  and  discriminating 
between  bank  and  bank,  at  his  pleasure;  of  refusing  to  ap- 
ply the  benefits  of  the  act  to  any  bank  he  chose;  for,  he 
might  reply  to  its  application  for  relief,  *«You  have  not 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Department,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  be  relieved."  While,  when  a  similar  ap- 
plication was  made  by  another  bank  which  he  wished  to 
favor,  he  might  pass  over  the  matter  in  perfect  silence  and 
gnat  the  request.  It  gave  him  the  power  of  a  double  con- 
struction ;  and  under  that  power  he  might  select  any  bank 
he  chose  to  ruin,  and  any  other  he  chose  to  save,  and  ap- 
ply the  one  construction  or  the  other  as  beet  sqiled  his  pur- 
pose.    It  carried  either  fraud  or  absurdity  upon  its  face. 

Mr,  A.  then  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  pass- 
ed io  the  HoQse  on  Saturday  in  relation  to  the  bill,  charac- 
teriziag  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Loo  mis,  of  New 
York,  as  proposing  nothing  but  simple,  rigorous,  abstract 
justice  to  the  States  which  had  been  injured  by  the  post- 
ponement of  the  depositee,  by  requiring  that  the  banks  of 
those  Sutes  which  held  large  amounts  of  money  which 
would  bat  for  that  postponement  have  gone  to  other  States, 
should  pay  legal  interest  for  its  use.  The  subsequent 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  JoH!78oir,  of  Louisiana,  he  refer- 
red to  as  a  consummation  of  the  bargain  which,  he  said,  had 
been,  with  so  much  decency,  consummated  in  the  face  of 
the  House  between  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  certain  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  whose 
votes  be  wanted  to  fxiss  his  postponement  bill. 

Mr,  RfCE  GARLAND  here  interposed.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman refer  to  me  ? 

Mr.  AIiAMS.     I  refer  to  no  individual  whatever. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND.  Am  I  the  gentleman  from  Loiiis- 
iana  referred  to  t 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  did  not  allude  to  him  more  than  to 
other  gentlemen  coming  from  those  States  where  this  money 
lies.  I  had  no  particular  reference  to  one  of  them  more 
than  to  another. 

Mr.  CHAPM.AN.  I  am  the  only  other  member  from 
Laoaisiana.  T  made  no  bargain  of  any  sort  aboat  the  mat- 
ter. I  haTe  been  no  devoted  friend  to  the  measure  from 
its  inception  U»  its  consummatiun.  The  gentleman,  there- 
fcsre,  cannot  refer  to  me. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  did  not  allude  to  that  gentleman-— far 
frmm  it.  I  am  folly  aware  that  he  preferred  that  the  IJII 
shftoold  not  pass.  I  would  to  God  that  all  the  gentlemen 
c«»fning  from  the  States  most  interestetl  could  say  the 
■a«ae.     I  repeat  that  the  bargain  was  pointed  out  ^  the 


gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawsox,]  and  a  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  at  the  very  time  it  took  place ;  nnd,  I  say 
further,  that  I  take  this  amendment  to  be  the  consumma* 
tion  of  that  bargain.  When  it  was  proposed,  in  commit- 
tee, that  the  bill  to  postpone  the  deposites  should  be  laid 
aside  until  this  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  banks  should  first 
he  acted  upon,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  did  openly 
pledge  himself,  when  resisting  that  arrangement,  that  those 
banks  should  be  liberally  dealt  with :  and  here  we  have  the 
fulfilment  of  that  pledge. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  Is  it  in  order  to  refer,  in  the 
House,  to  what  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ? 

The  SPEAKER  was  replying,  when  Mr.  Adams  said 
he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  not  he  suffered  to  put  him  down.  He* should 
declare  the  disgraceful  %ene,  whatever  interest  that  gentle- 
man might  have  in  shutting  his  mouth. 

The  CHAIR  here  pronounced  it  wholly  out  of  order  to 
refer,  in  the  House,  to  what  had  been  said  or  done  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  said  he  would  put  a  case,  and  would 
suppose  that  certain  facts  had  transpired — not  here,  but  in 
another  legi^lalure — in  the  moon,  if  gentlemen  pleased. 
Ho  then  repeated  what  he  had  before  stated  as  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  amendments  to  the  bill.  When  the  amend* 
ments  were  still  pending,  the  objections  all  urged,  and 
none  of  them  answered,  the  bill  had  been  laid  aside,  other 
bills  had  been  taken  up,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress  on  the  whole.  Immediately  thereupon,  it 
had  been  moved  by  a  memlier  from  Maine,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  cun- 
sideration  of  this  hill ;  the  effect  of  which  was  to  cut  off  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
LooMis.]  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  JoHHSiiH]  was  then  offered,  and  instantly  un  its 
adoption  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  sprang  to  his  feet  and  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  thus  passed  almost  by  acclamation. 

Now  the  bill  came  back'from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  render  the  whole  either  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity, or  else  an  instrument  of  fraud.  And  this  was  the 
way  in  which  the  business  of  this  whole  session  had  been 
conducted — a  session  which  had  been  called  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  an  entirely  new  system  of  finance  for  the 
country.  The  House  had  sanctioned  a  series  of  measures 
all  tending'to  this  object ;  but  the  most  pernicious  and  cruel 
of  them  all  had,  he  thanked  Gud,  (leen  laid  upon  the  table. 
At  least  a  respite  had  thus  been  afforded  to  the  nation,  a 
breathing  spell,  before  it  had  imposed  upon  it  that  state  of 
servitude  which  the  system,  if  successful,  would  not  have 
failed  to  fasten  upon  it.  He  now  said,  openly,  in  the  face 
of  the  House,  that,  whenever  objections,  however  strong, 
had  been  urged  against  the  system  of  measures  which  had 
originated  in  the  Treasury,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
paltry  amendments  proposed  by  tlie  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  that  gentleman  had  no  other  recourse 
against  them  but  to  call  upon  his  party  to  *'  toe  the  mark  ;** 
that  had  been  his  answer,  and  his  whole  answer,  to  every 
argument.  That  had  been  the  history  of  the  session.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  min- 
ister of  the  Executive,  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer, 
who  was  here  to  carry  into  effect  the  rescripts  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  had  no  other  answer  to  any  objections, 
either  in  gross  or  in  detail,  than  this  cry  of  "  toe  the  mark." 
Mr.  A.  had  asked  of  him  what  port  of  this  bill  applied  to 
delinquent  banks  1  What  it  was  that  by  the  bill  the  Uni- 
ted States  gave  upl  And  he  had  been  utterly  unable  to 
answer;  yet,  from  his  official  situation,  it  was  his  place  to 
answer  inquiries  put  to  him  in  relation  to  the  public  meas- 
ures he  brought  forward.  His  only  reply  had  been  to  get 
the  bill  laid  aside,  to  consummate  his  bargain,  and  then  to 
call  the  previous  question.      Such  had  been  his  course 
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throughoat;  and  Mr.  A.  could  not  safTer  the  semion  to 
come  to  a  close  without  exposing  and  denouncing  it  to  the 
country.  Had  the  system  originated  in  Heaven,  (which 
seemed  to  be  the  very  contrary  place  to  that  in  which  it 
did  originate,)  questions  of  a  relevant  nature,  and  properly 
presented,  might  be  asked  of  him  who  brought  it  into  the 
House ;  and  it  was  his  official  duty  to  respond  to  theni, 
and  to  give  bis  reasons,  if  any  be  had ;  but  nothing  of  this 
had  been  done  at  all.  He  had  got  the  deposite  postpone- 
ment bill  passed,  after  attempting  io  forco  it  through  the 
House  in  its  original  form,  by  admitting  the  minimum 
amendments,  and  excluding  every  other. 

The  CHAIR  here  admonished  Mr.  A.  that  the  deposite 
bill  could  not  now  be  discussed ;  it  was  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  consider  each  and  all  of  these  bills  as 
part  and  parcel  of  one  system,  and  therefore— 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  a  question  of  concurrence 
with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  a  different  bill.  It 
has  no  connexion  with  the  deposite  law ;  and  it  is  out  of 
order  to  di«cus8  that  law  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Does  the  Spsakbr  deny  that  these  meas- 
ures constitute  one  system  ?  Does  he  decide  that  this  bill 
and  amendment  are  not  part  of  that  system  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  called  to  decide 
that  question.  This  is  not  the  deposite  bill.  And  the  de- 
posite bill  cannot  now  be  discussed. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  was  not  discussing  the  deposite  hill.  I 
was  connecting  the  other  measure  with  that  now  before  the 
House.  I  was  showing  its  connexion  with  this  bill  and 
amendment.  They  are  uo  connected  that  they  cannot  be 
separated ;  and  I  was  deriving  an  argument  against  con- 
curring in  this  amendment  from  external  objects,  and  the 
anti-deposite  law  among  others. 

The  SPEAKER  here  said  that,  if  it  was  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  to  connect  it  with  the  present  subject,  and 
there  could  be  shown  to  exist  such  a  connexion,  it  would 
be  in  order  to  introduce  it;  but  the  Chair  could  perceive 
no  connexion.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  hear  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
out  of  order,  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  since  what  I  was  saying  is  so  ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  apparently  to  the  Sfrakxr  of 
this  House,  I  will  sit  dov^n. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  Spzaksr. 
He  has  no  desire  to  interrupt  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts ;  but  the  Chair  must  discharge  its  official  duty. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Speakkr  to  discharge  bis  duty  «ashe  understands  it ;" 
but,  unfortunately  for  me,  the  Speaker  understands  it  in 
a  different  way  from  what  I  do. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  to  order.  When  a  member 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair,  and  was  manifestly  out 
of  order,  and  was  ordered  to  take  his  seat,  was  it  not  his 
duty,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  take  his  seat  ?  and 
could  he  again  proceed  without  the  leave  of  the  House  1 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  when  a  member  was  so  re- 
peatedly out  of  order  as  to  be  directed  by  the  Chai  h  to  take 
his  seat,  the  rule  was  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  stated.  But,  in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from.Mas- 
aachusetts,  the  Chair  had  abstained  from  interposing  by 
an  absolute  command,  as  he  was  empowered  by  the  rules 
to  do.  And  the  sentlpmvn  was,  therefore,  at  liberty  to 
proceed  if  he  confined  himself  to  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Out  of  tenderness  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  will  say  no  more. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  All  I  shall  say  in  reply  is,  that 
as  Uiat  gentleman  has  referred,  in  his  supposititious  case,  to 


a  council  in  the  moon,  I  should  consider  the  genllemin 
himself  as  very  fit  to  be  a  member  of  such  a  council. 

I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  mo||d  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment  on  the  table.  And,  as  by  the  rules,  this  questioo 
takes  precedence,  the  question  was  put  upon  laying  on  ihe 
Ubie.     % 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
withdrawn,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  replying 
to  the  very  unjustifiable  attack  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  upon  the  members  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  declined ;  and  the  question  was  there- 
upon put  to  the  House,  and  decided  in  the  negative 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded :  Ayes 
87,  noes  37. 

The  previous  question  was  agreed  to :  Ayes  92,  noes  32. 

The  main  question,  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in 
their  amendment  to  the  bill,  (as  above  stated,)  was  then 
put,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

-Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen^  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatry, 
Beirne,  Bell,*BickneII,  Biddle,  Birdsal),  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell, 
Casey,  ChamherB,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Conner,  Corwln,  Crockett,  Cashing,  Cushmm, 
Davee,  De  Graff,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Foster,  Gal- 
lup, James  Garland,  Gholson,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Grant,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harlan»  Harrison,  Harper, 
Hawkins,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Howard,  flobley, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Kilgore,  Lewis,  A.  W.  Loomis, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McCIellan,  Abraham 
McCIellan,  McKim,  Mencfee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Matthias  Morris,  S.  W.  Morria,  C.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Paiker,  Pir- 
menter^  Pat  ton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Rumsey,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Soulhgate, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Stone,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus.  Tdand, 
Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  A.  S.  While,  E.  Whittlesey,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Yell— 107. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Bond,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Ch.ipman,  Chealhani, 
Curtis,  Da  vies,  Dennis,  Edwards,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  James  Graham,  Grennell,  His- 
tings,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Mercer,  Naylor, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Raraell,  C.Shepard, 
Sibley,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tiliinghw^ 
Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Willisma,  Wise, 
Yurke— 46. 

[This  decision  completed  the  paaeage  of  the  bill  through 
Doth  Houses.] 

[Note. — In  explanation  of  the  part  Mr.  Adavs  took 
in  the  above  debate,  he  addressed  the  foUowiog  noie  to  the 
Editors:] 

NoU  by  Mr,  Adamw. 
Immediately  after  Mr.  Adams  concluded,  Mr.  CAMiatLiKo  m^«i 
the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  ofihe  Union  to  lay  ttide  us 
bill,  without  taking  the  question  upon  either  of  the  ameaiuneou  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Looms,  of  New  York,  or  by  Mr.  Jomvaoii,  ofl^totu, 
and  to  take  up  the  general  appropriation  bill.  This  was  acctinliogy 
done  That  bill  was  debated  between  two  and  three  hours,  aad  Mr 
Cambr«lbno  moved  it  should  be  reported  to  thd  House.  It  wtf  «>  f^ 
ported,  and  the  chairman  [Mr.  Howard]  added  that  thecommiuw 
had  had  the  bill  for  adjusting  the  balances  remaiaing  due  by  toe  uu> 
deposite  banks  under  consideration,  and  had  come  to  no  r^'^^^ 
thereon.  The  appropriation  bill  was  then  debated,  amended,  ah 
passed  in  the  House.  Just  before  the  House  wont  ioto  Cororeiit««  a 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union  acain,  Mr.  Smith,  of  lOam^-  * 
member  of  the  Gommiueeor  Ways  and  Means,  moved  todiscinrep 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  coosidenAloD  of  t)**^ 
for  adjustinff  the  balances  of  the  banks.  This  movement  bad  the  taea 
of  sliding  ail  further  debate  in  committee,  nut  only  on  the  bill,  but  oo 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Jorksoiv  and  hj  Mr.  Looho-  b 
was  made  by  Mr.  Smztr,  doubtless  because  Mr.  CAimBLENo  «tf 
aware  thai,  if  made  by  him,  it  would  have  been  oppose :  the  cym- 
mitioe  having  taken  no  order  upon  the  propoeed  amendmentf  ^ 
motion  of  Mr.  SjntHtprobably  not  understood  by  the  House,  pMw 
without  opposition.    The  House  went  again  into  Committee  ol  iM 
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TREASURY  REPORTS. 

Mr.  CilHBRELENG  then  rose  and  drew  the  attention 

of  (he  House  to  «  very  valaable  work  that  had  been  pub- 

lubedf  oootainiDg  all  the  Treasury  reporto  on  the  Kubject 

oftiiefinancesy  from  the  year  1789  to  the  present  time, 

Tbole  00  the  sute  c»r  Uie  Union ;  reparted,  without  deliato,  a  bill  sp- 
pnipriatii^  one  inilUun  six  humlred  UiuusaDd  dollars  for  the  supprea- 
et.<o  of  Indisn  hostilities.  The  House  passed  It  with  eqiua  expedition  ; 
lad  tbes  the  bill  for  seullng  the  balances  of  tlie  banks  was  called  vp 
i^B.  Mr.  JouNsosf  forthwith  presented  his  amendment,  which  was 
U)  rjike  out  fbar,  six.  and  nine  months,  the  time  allowed  by  the  bill 
•s  iicuie  ffum  the  Senate,  and  insert  the  1st  of  July,  id38,  the  1st  of 
Jtamj  and  let,  of  Jul/,  1839,  ii>r  the  times  of  payment  by  the  banks 
of  iVir  balances.  This  amendment  vna  at  once  adopted,  and  Mr. 
CixusLBKo  instantly  moved  the  previous  question,  thereby  depriv- 
ing Hr.  Looiua  of  the  opportunity  of  movlne  his  amendment  in  the 
RjQse ;  which  amendment  was,  that  the  bancs  should  pay  interest  at 
ti»  nfp  of  fbar  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  all  balances  remalnint;  In. 
ik-psite  with  them.  By  this  series  of  manflBuvres,  the  promise  made 
b?  3Ir.  CAacaRBUucG  u>  the  members  of  the  debtor  States,  when  the 
pikfpjaemem  bill  was  labonn;  on  its  passage,  that  If  that  bill  should 
paa.  a  liberal  indulgence  would  be  extended  to  their  banks,  was 
fOUifslly,  as  to  ihero,  perfunned.  The  bill  was  thus  driven  througfh 
Uif  Hjuae,  with  the  time  for  settling  the  balances  of  the  banks  extend- 
e-l,aiid  without  even  requiring  interest  of  them  for  the  time  of  defal- 
ciuoo.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  AapHAxan  Loomis's  amendment 
«as  $xlnidtd  from  the  consideration  of  the  House  was  peculiarly  re- 
laarkable.  The  bill  soon  rame  back  from  the  Senate,  agreeing  to  the 
uieikfanent  of  the  House,  (extending  the  time  for  settlement,}  with  an 
uneiidment,  as  follows : 

"And  the  de6iuU  memioned  in  this  act,  on  which  Interest  is  to 
rcaqoeace  at  the  rale  of  six  per  cenL  shall  be  understood  to  be  the  ne- 
d'^  or  omission  of  said  banks,  or  any  of  them,  to  answer  the  drafts  or 
rpcDisitioas  of  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury,  made  on  them  according 
i>  ibe  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  ihto  act.'* 

Wi1»en  this  amendment  came  tack  to  the  House,  it  was  near  raid- 
■izht,  and  there  was  no  quorum  of  the  House  present.  Mr.  Howxao, 
<tf  XaryUnd,  moved  that  the  House  should  non-concur  wUli  the  amend- 
nwct  of  the  Seo^e,  with  a  view  to  a  conference  between  the  two 
H  laes.  The  question  was  taken  en  Mr.  Howxan's  motion,  when 
Ui*re  appeared  61  for  non-concurring,  and  23  against  iu  No  quorum. 
Mr.  TnoatAS,  of  Maryland,  observing  that,  as  It  appeared  from  the 
vvie  juat  taken,  tliat  tliere  was  a  large  majority  of  the  members  pres- 
eau  and  a  majority  of  a  quorum  for  non-concurring  with  the  amend- 
laeni  of  the  Senate,  a  voto  should  now  be  taken,  and  if  a  maiority  of  a 
qoorum  rtnold  vote  for  non-concurrence*  it  should  be  considerecl  as  a 
Fuie  of  the  House,  and  it  would  leave  this  question  just  where  it  was 
t4>f>jre  raaM  of  the  members  had  withdrawn  from  the  House. 

To  this  Mr.  A.dams  objected  \  and.  ai  one  o'clock,  Sunday  morning, 
m^ved  toat^m,  which  a  majority  of  the  memben  present  refused. 
The  nine  motion  was  aflerwanls  made  by  another  member,  and  the 
'i**fsuoa  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  there  appeared  38  for,  and  90 
against  adioamment. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  moved,  but  it  was  apparent  that  in  less  than 
(«r  hoars  a  quorum  could  not  liave  been  c^illecied ;  and,  at  a  quarter 
ijHore  two  in  the  morning,  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  eight 
pclrick  MoBilay  morning' 

A:  thai  time  the  rules  prescribing  the  order  of  business  were  sus- 
pertdAd  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  CAMsaaLBNo.  The  House  took  up  the 
w^odmeai  of  the  Senate ;  and  instead  of  the  question  moved  by  Mr. 
HowAiio  on  Satoixlay  night,  that  the  House  snould  non-concur  with 
LH4t  a«n»ndment,  and  upon  which  the  vuto  had  stood  61  to  22,  and  upon 
KQich  Mr.  Thomas  had  urged  that  a  majority  of  a  quorum  had  voted 
ji  nua-concor-instead  of  this,  the  motion  now  subsutuled  was  to  con- 
cur  wiih  the  aioandjuent  of  the  Senato. 

!N1t.  X.DJL1U  repeated  his  objections  to  the  bill ;  to  the  promise  made 
by  vh^  cfaainaaa  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  29th  of 
>>«r;  member,  M  the  passa^  of  the  depoeito  poetponement  bill,  that  fur- 
i  should  be  extondea  to  the  delinquent  banks.  If  the 


Uit-rindolgL 

prjtft|>ioeaiett  bill  should  pass;  and  to  the  indecent  manner,  as  he 
Lhf'ij^fit,  j'n  which  that  promise  was  p  rformed  by  the  proceedings  on 
^uurd  «y  a^lii.  While  makin;  these  objections,  Mr.  A.  was  repeat. 
H^'r  oMed  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mo^Tks,  fir  referring  to  what  hail  passeJ  In  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ui^l  the  Spbakwm  twice  decided  that  the  depoeito  postponement  bill, 
ft  n  beaac  now  before  the  House,  could  mit  be  discussed  at  this  time. 
T«ra  m«*mkjers  from  the  debtor  States,  Mr.  Oarland,  of  Louisiana,  and 
Hr.  CHAPMAVt  of  Alabama,  called  upcm  Mr.  Adams  tosav  whether, 
W  charsinir  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with 
a'tars:ua  of  further  iii'lulgence  to  the  delinquent  banks,  he  meant  to 
litijiie  to  them.  Mr.  A.  disclaimed  all  intontion  of  alluding  to  any 
li.  f.vidiiel.  He  considered  the  promise  of  the  chaimnn  of  the  Com- 
3i>it«e  of  Ways  and  Means  as  a  pledge  given  to  the  members  of  the 
(l^t*3r  Statee  to  purchase  their  votes  for  the  postponement  bill ;  aud 
tiy>  trwactiona  of  SsUuday  night  as  a  redemption  of  that  pledge. 
yir.  Gxni.Asn  earnestly  entreated  the  House  to  permit  him  to  answer 
Ytwi  he  considered  as  a  most  unjustifiable  attack  of  Mr.  Adams  upon 
Dvp  members  from  Louisiana,  but  the  House,  that  is,  the  maj<.>rity, 
v«uld  not  listen  to  him.  Nothing  was  more  remote  from  Mr.  A.*s  iu- 
ti'aikkos  than  an  ailaek  upon  the  memben  from  Louisiana,  both  of 
«bom  he  highly  and  sincerely  respects  and  esteems.  He  deeply  re- 
nmed  that  the  House  refused  to  hear  Mr.  OAaLANO,  not  only  becauso 
>t  was  Mr.  Gablasd's  desire  to  be  heard,  but  because  he  knew  that 
jf  ihe  Howe  would  hear  him,  it  would  give  Mr.  A.  the  right  and  the 
cpportunHr,  in  reply,  to  unfi>ld,  at  full  length,  the  two  tmnsactions  of 
^  p-^mmna  of  the  29ih  ttf  September,  aufd  of  the  14th  of  October--of 
liio  pipdg''  given,  and  ihe  pledge  redeemed.    These  were  memorable 


and  remarked,  that  it  would  not  only  be  very  useful  to  bq 
deposited  in  the  library,  but,  as  a  statistical  work,  was  ab- 
solutely indispensable  as  a  book  of  reference.  He,  there- 
fore, naked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  for  the  purchase  of 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  said  work,  at  a  price  not  ex- 


agency,  had  alreadv  been  divided  into  two  claases,  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  and  now  the  creditor  States  were  to  be  deprived  of  their 
fourth  instalment  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the  debtor  Slates. 

The  debate  of  the  29th  September  has  never  been  fully  reported. 
The  speeches  of  Mr.  Dawjjon,  of  Georgia,  and  of  Mr.  Samson  Masom, 
of  Ohio,  signalizing  the  baigain  at  the  very  moment  when  it  was  con- 
cluded in  the  face  of  the  House,  have  been  suppressed. 

The  bill  to  postpone,  till  further  order  of  Congress,  that  is,  forever, 
the  fonrth  instalment  of  the  depusite,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  haa 
been  forced  to  the  third  reading  by  a  vote  of  119  to  117.  This  vote 
had  been  reconsidered  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pickxns,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  let  in  an  arof^ndmem  proposed  by  him,  limiting  the  postpone" 
ment  to  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  which  was  found  indispensable  to 
secure  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  had  then,  by  the  application  of  Uie 
previous  question,  been  again  forced  to  the  third  reading  by  the  meager 
maioriiy  of  118  to  106  votes. 

Mr.  GAaLAND,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  that  the  fiirther  considera- 
tion of  that  bill  should  tie  postponed  to  the  ensuing  Tuesday,  to  take 
up,  in  the  meantime,  and  pass  tlie  bill  for  adjusting  the  balances  with 
the  delinquent  banks,  on  ine  avowed  plea  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
penniuetl  to  pass  till  the  banks  of  tlie  debtor  States  should  have  the 
pledge  ofa  longer  indulgence  of  time  than  they  would  have  by  the 
settlement  bill,  as  it  had  come  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMsaBLSMu  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gabland  to  postpone 
the  postponement  bill,  but  gave  the  pledge,  for  himself,  to  deal  as  gen^ 
erously  with  those  banks  as  circumstances  would  admit;  for,  though 
no  friend  to  tlie  banks, yet  he  was  willing  to  aff  ird  them  every  indul- 
gence for  the  sake  of  the  people  who  wore  indebted  to  them. 

So  says  the  report  of  his  remarks  In  the  Globe,  very  prudently  con- 
densing in  a  few  words  what  was  much  more  largely  said  in  the  House. 
The  Globe  adds :  "  Mr.  Dawsoh  and  Mr.  Masom,  of  Ohio,  designated 
this  as  a  bargain  between  the  two  gentlemen."  and  made  some  stric- 
tures thereon,  and  then  again  very  prudently  suppresses  those  strictues. 

Mr.  Bawsom  and  Mr.  Masom  did  not  designate  it  as  a  baigain  be- 
tween th  ■  two  gentlemen.  They  designated  It  as  a  bargain  tondert-d 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  mem- 
bers from  the  Stales  of  the  most  deeply  indebted  banks,  of  longer  in- 
dulgence of  time  to  those  banks  as  an  equivalent  for  the  votes  of  tiiose 
members  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the 
creditor  Slates. 

That  this  was  the  phenomenon  designated  by  Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr. 
Mason  ;  and  that  it  was  the  bargain  actually  concluded,  any  one 
may  perceive  who  will  read  the  remarks  ttf  Mr.  Gmolson,  of  Missis- 
sippi, which  are  reported  at  full  length,  and  very  correctly,  in  the 
Globe.    No  one  can  doubt  of  the  barpain,  aAer  readiiui  them. 

But  the  consunuiation  of  the  baniain  was  accomplished  on  Saturday 
evening:,  the  14th  of  October.  The  deposKe  poet|ionement  bill  had 
been  sledge-hammered  through  the  House,  by  the  previous  qupstion 
aud  the  voips  of  members  from  the  debtor  Suites,  on  tlie  S9th  of  Sep- 
tember. Tlie  promised  equivalent  of  everr  indulgence  to  the  debtor 
Slate  banks  was  to  be  granted  on  the  14Ui  of  October;  and  it  was 
done.  Tlie  dextorous  discharge  of  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole  on 
the  stato  of  the  Union  from  tlit^'consideraiion  of  the  bank  settlement 
bill,  while  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lnuisiami,  and  of  Mr. 
LooMis,  of  New  York,  were  pending ;  the  adroitness  witii  which  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  then  squeezed  into  the 
House,  and  the  instontHueous  start  of  tlie  previiius  question,  to  cut  oflf 
the  amendment  propoeM  by  Mr.  Loomis,  of  New  York,  were  exem- 
plary specimens  of  legislative  legenloinain.  Aud,  although  the  tinal 
amendment  uf  the  Senate  somewhat  discomposed  the  desperate  fide]  ity 
of  the  chairman  of  ilie  Cominiltee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  rt-deni))- 
tion  of  his  pledge,  yet  that  untoward  event  was  not  lairly  imputable  to 
him.  If  he  could  have  kept  a  quorum  together  on  Saturday  night,  ho 
would  have  non-concurred  tlio  amendment,  and  then,  at  a  conference, 
the  Senate  would  have  receded  from  it.  But  Monday  moruins  ii  was 
too  lato.  If  he  had  non  concurred  then,  his  C|Uorum  niieht  ha  vm  chanced 
to  slip  from  under  him  while  he  was  holding  his  conference  with  the 
Senate,  and  so  he  was  oblicod  to  call  upon  his  majority  uf  a  quorum  to 
toe  the  mark  a«ain.  Right  about  f.ice,  and  vote  to  concur  in  that 
amendment,  which  on  Saturday  night  they  had  stubbornly  voted  to 
non-concur. 

If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  could  pet 
over  his  aversion  to  a  discussion  U|>oci  nouns,  pronouns,  verte  and  ad- 
verbs, he  might  find  an  edifyinu  text  for  a  lecture  upon  the  literary 
composition  o'f  statute  law,  in  his  set  fur  the  adiusimont  oi  tiie  bunk 
balances,  as  it  now  stands  amonz  the  rolls  of  the  Department  uf  Slate, 
sl^jned  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates  ami  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  by  tlie  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprcsoniatives,  aud  ap- 
pr»»ved  l»y  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  Besides  the  ab?nnliiy 
in  the  first  section,  poinieil  out  by  Mr.  A.,  of  prt)viding  a  relief  for  de- 
linquent banks,  by  an  exclusive  application  of  it  to  I<ank9  not  deliu- 
qucnt;  banks  which  have  met  and  shall  hereafter  meet  all  the  re- 

Suisiiions  of  the  Department:  besides  this,  the  last  amendment  of  the 
enate  has  got  stowed  away  in  a  wnmg  place.  It  should  have  been 
added  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  for  it  evidently  refers  to  the  last  clause  of 
the  bill ;  but  os  it  was  presented  by  the  Senate  as  an  amenduieni  to  an 
amendment  of  the  House,  insertea  in  the  body  of  the  l)ill,ihe  eiirrosa- 
ing  clerks  seem  to  have  thought  that  an  amendment  to  an  ann«ndm»nt 
must  holil  its  location  with  lite  amendment  itself,  and  could  not  bo  irans - 
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ceeJing  the  usual  ratos  paid  for  congressional  documents 
ordered  by  the  HouBe. 

The  resolution  having  been  received, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  it  as  incur- 

poeecl.  This  may  be  a  good  general  rule,  bui  this  case  manifesily  requir 
ed  an  exception.  The  amend  mem,  as  ii  stands  in  the  act,  precedies  a 
clause  which  it  was  undoubtedly  intended  to  follow;  and  the  whole  sec- 
tion looks  like  a  broken  pane  o(  glass,  repaired  by  thrusting  it  into  a 
worsted  stocking;.  The  wholeact,  taken  together,  forms  a  tinesMCiraen 
of  the  figure  of  rhetoric  commonly  called  Galimatias.  It  will  puzzle 
the  philological  science  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself  to 
give  it  an  operative  rational  construction.  Whatever  construction  he 
may  give  to  it,  if  it  should  ever  have  to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  a 
judicial  grammatical  investigation,  the  strongest  arcument  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  construing  It  into  a  relief  law  will  bo  to  aUdreiis  the  judges  in 
the  words  of  the  poet— 

"  Be  to  its  (kulls  a  little  blind. 

Be  to  its  virtues  very  kind. 

Let  all  its  ways  be  unconfiu'd. 

And  clai>  the  padlock— on  the  mind." 
The  repi^rt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  ReprpseiUaliveB,  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th  of  October,  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  18th  October,  is  as  correct  as  could  be  exi>eciod  in  the  huiry  and 
confusion  which  always  attend  the  rl(.«e  of  a  session  of  Congr  ss. 
Thfff  Tii^  '"  '•  h-ivrfvfr  -«v«.~|i  mi3*;i\i(^,  VL-hirh  it  is  neceiwary 
■h'-tiltl  Lii.'  ri»rr*xLrti.  iMr.  A.  lUii  H'-t  ciicirt|p.'  sliH  tt3;iiiri](jin  of  the  Corn- 
jiiittaeof  Wiijfi  aud  Me^na  with  cutiauniimtinc!  abdiryaiii  with  certain 
gflinkn^Q It  from  Uiuis tana.  Thia  n^iniake  N'['.rjTnr5  rTn-ro  aggravated 
Fiy  the  rr-jnyn  which  it^pfMeitLB  Mr.  CifAFMAN,  or  AlHhAina,  as  saying 
^'1  uirt  ill**  only  LHUcniirnitjerf mill]  Ijuiiisimuii."'  Mr  HiCB  OanLAND 
ertMniTHiuily  ■iipiK.si.'d  itiai  51  r.  A's  chari^p  apjiU'^il  l^i  ihe  meml>ers 
from  liiHii^iitnri,  and  f«i*icl.illy  to  lijriuitilTrjCi:auj9fi  h^-  ^^jiji  the  member 
wliikffit  i)i*"  third  r^mling  urihedefKieiie  |K>5i|x.nLiMii(int  Sill,  liJid  moved 
hi  Uy  ti  asJiJc-  umil  Uu.*  Li4itik  ifi^iitj^inpiiii  Ifill  f^kiiujd  tr  taken  up  and 
P»Hri1  Willi  B  lenzthciifSil  itiduki- 111:1;  oi  ilmf?  to  the  dilinquent  banks. 
Tliie  waa  ilio  riccfliii'^n  ^f  ifio  nu'inMrable  pMge  of  pvpiy  indulgence 
III  iKs  dtlinnufciit  bsiuUs,iilvcn  hv  ilie  chalmifin  of  Ways  and  Means- 
then  sii;nftU?Ml  ly  Mr.  DAwaori,  nnd  Mr,  Maso»,  of  Ohio— and  re 
dwmpd  on  the  pveuina  of  tiie  Hlh  i^f  OtU^l^rr.  J5i;i  [li  1  bargain  was 
ijrjt  with  ''^i^erlain  EPuileniciJ  frfvm  LiuiifrMiia,"  fr  3Ir  H.  Johkson 

Vi'tf-il  yJi^liliM   Ihf?  ihi;>-*ilr' jMHL|i,iLi-'iiirii[  t.il!,  aiii1  >I|-    t  ^ARLAND  did 

n-ji  voio  upon  it  at  n[]     J.......  ..  v.j:,  .::.  __.^_i..i  .-..a  Mr.  Chapman, 

who,  though  he  voted  for  the  dn|)osite  postponement  bill,  disapproved, 
and,  it  is  believed,  voted  against  the  bana  settlement  bill.  The  U)i 
pliance  of  the  promise  nf  every  indulgence  to  the  delinquent  banks 
was  to  uU  the  members  from  the  debtor  States.  Their  bsinks  were  the 
only  banks  that  needed  induUence.  The  fourth  Instalment  was  not 
to  be  withheld  from  them.  Tliey  had  it  already,  and  thrco  times  as 
much  more  of  the  public  moneys,  which  should  have  been  paid  to  the 
creditor  States,  and  which  could  be  withheld  from  them  only  by  post- 
p-jning  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

A  third  mistake  in  the  report  is  that  which  represents  Mr.  A.  as 
saying  that  the  bargain  was  ptiinted  out  at  the  time  when  it  took  place 
by  a  gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  was  by  a  member  from  Ohio,  Mr. 
SAMtiON  Mason. 

The  follo^ving  is  a  copy  of  the  act  as  It  finally  j-tassed,  with  the 
words  in  the  lirst  section  uixni  which  Mr.  A  commented,  printed  in 
iulics ;  and  with  the  umendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  amendment  of 
the  House,  in  tho  second  section,  also  printed  in  italics,  and  enclosed 
within  brfickets : 

AN  ACT  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late  dejxaite 
banks. 

Be  it  enacUdy  ^c,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue  to  withdraw  the  public  'moneys  now 
remaininc  in  any  of  the  f  inner  ileposite  banks,  in  a  manner  as  gradual 
and  amveuicnt  to  the  institutions  as  shall  be  condislen'.  with  the  pecu 
niary  wauls  of  the  Government  and  tho  Siifeiy  ^^f  the  funds  ihus  to  bo 
drawn:  and  tliat  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by  the  deixisite 
actoflKo  twenty -third  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  under  which  those  deposites  were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any 
hank  which  has  met,  and  thall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of 
the  De|>artmeut.  This  provision  shall  also  exiond  to  such  public 
moneys  as  may  remain  in  any  of  tlic  said  hanks,  whether  suuiding  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  01  the  United  States,  or  of  any  disbursing 
or  other  public  officer  o(  the  Ooverninenl. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  in  case  of  nesloct  or  refusal 
by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  c<»mply  wiih  the  re<iuisitions  of  the  Sec- 
reury  of  the  Treasury,  as  ho  shall  make  them,  in  conformity  with  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  suits  siiall  be  insiituied,  where  that  lias  not 
already  been  done,  to  recover  the  amounts  due  to  iho  United  Slates, 
unbss  the  defHuliing  banks  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  executed  and 
delivrred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre.iaury,  a  bond,  with  socuriiy  to 
be  approved  by  the  Stlitjior  of  the  Treasury,  to  pay  10  tho  Uniied 
Stiles  tlie  whole  int»ney8  due  from  it  in  three  instalments.  The  first 
t!»  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  second  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  and  ihe  remaining  insial- 
ment  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  nine ;  land 
the  default  mentioned  in  this  act,  on  ivhich  interest  ie  to  commence 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  aliall  be  under gtooiL  to  be  t/ie  neglect  or 
omission  qfsaid  banks,  or  any  0/  them,  to  answer  ihe  drafts  or  re- 
qtiisitiomof  the  Secietiinj  of  the  Treasury,  nuule  on  them  accord- 
ing to  tfie  provisions  0/ the, first  section  of  this  act;"]  and  Imprest 
ihereon  al  the  rate  of  six  ]>er  centum  p-r  annum,  from  the  time  of  de 
fault,  lojjether  wiih  any  damages  which  may  have  accrued  to  the 
United  States  frmi  pmiesls  of  drafts  drawn  ujkui  it,  or  from  any  other 
cjonsrquonrp  of  its  failure  Ut  fulfil  its  obligations  to  the  public  Treasury. 


ring  an  expense  without  due  consideration.  A  propoii- 
tion  of  this  kind  ought  to  undergo  the  revision  either  of 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  or  the  Committee  oa  the 
Library. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  it  had  met  the  ap- 
probation  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
[Mr.  Pattoic,]  who  would  have  submitted  the  reseiation, 
if  he  had  been  in  the  House,  and  had  also  been  fipproved 
of  by  another  member  of  that  committee  then  present,  [Mr. 
LixcoLy,]  and  likewise  by  the  absent  member,  [Mr. 
Chart.] 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  wished  to  see  the  work  first  be- 
fore  he  would  consent  to  its  purchase. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  that  it  was  the  only 
work  he  had  seen  confined  exclusively  to  the  Treasury  re- 
ports.    In  faot,  none  of  iheni  had  ever  been  published. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  expressed  his  readiness  to  vote  for  the 
purchase  of  this  work. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tabic; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

CUSTODY  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  submitted  a  plan  for  the  receipt, 
custody,  and  disbursement  of  tho  public  moneys,  which  he 
proposes  hereafter  to  submit ;  and  on  his  motion  it  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALTERATION  OF  THE  HALL. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  lesve  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  instrucud, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  10 
cause  the  chair  of  the  Speaker  and  the  seats  of  the  mem- 
bers to  be  restored  to  their  former  position  in  the  bsll. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the  re- 
solution, when 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so  os  to  in- 
troduce the  same. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to,  two-thirds  not  rising  in  iu 
favor. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  rccrivcd  from  the  Senate 
a  few  minutes  before,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
inform  him  that,  unless  he  had  other  comrounicstions  to 
make  to  Congress,  the  two  Houses  were  about  to  close  (be 
present  session  by  an  adjournmcDt,  was  now  taken  up  and 
agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pofb,  of  Kentocky, 
and  Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  oC  ihe 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO    THE   SLB- 
TREASURY  BILL. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained  lesre  io 
lay  on  the  table  the  following  amendment,  which  be  wish- 
ed to  have  moved  to  the  sub-Treasury  bill.  It  was  also 
ordered,  on  his  motion,  to  be  printed  : 

In  the  3d  section  strike  out  all  after  the  word  ** office," 
in  the  filth  line,  to  the  words  **  ten  thousand  dollars,"  in 
the  ninth  line,  and  insert  the  following : 

**  All  such  excess  shall  be  deposited,  without  dilay,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  in  a  bank 
or  banks  most  conveniently  situated,  that  may  be  selected 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  condition  that  ihe 
said  bank  or  banks  are  not  to  use  or  employ  the  said  dc- 
posites  as  a  fund  for  discount,  nor  roingle  the  same  with 
the  proper  funds  of  the  banks;  and  that  they  shall  also 
give  receipts  or  certificates  for  tho  sum  thus  specifically 
deposited,  to  return  the  same  when  required ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  making 
his  selection,  to  jrive  preference  to  such  bank  or  bsnks  as 
may  at  the  time  be  the  depository  of  the  funds  of  the  State, 
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Terrirory,  or  District,  in  which  they  are  situated ;  and,  in 
case  there  be  no  bank  willing  to  receive  the  poblic  money 
on  the  terms  aforesaid,  the  excess  aforesaid  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  some  other  depository  that  may  be  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  Provided^  always^  That 
the  disbursing  warrants  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  drawn 
on  the  public  depository  provided  for  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act ;  and,  in  case  of  a  deficit  of  funds  to  meet  the 
same,  he  or  they  shall  draw  upon  the  funds  specifically  de- 
posited by  him  or  them  in  bank  to  meet  the  same,  under  such 
regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe. " 

Mr.  PALMER,  of  New  York,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  lay  on  the  table  and  have  printed  the  following  amend- 
ment \JB  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  which  he  gave  notice  he 
would  move  when  that  subject  should  come  before  the 
House  at  the  next  session  of  Congress : 

Sec.  II.  And  he  it  further  enaeied.  That  in  places 
where  the  amounts  ordinarily  held  in  deposits  at  one  time 
diall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever,  in.  his 
opinion,  the  public  interests  will  be  promoted  thereby,  to 


employ,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  one  or  more  of  the  State  banks  «s  public  deposito- 
ries, instead  of  the  depositories  provided  for  by  this  act  : 
Provided^  I'hat  the  public  funds  shall  be  placed  therein 
in  special  deposite ;  and  the  duties  of  receiving,  keeping, 
and  disbursing  the  same,  and  all  other  duties  required  by 
this  act,  to  be  rendered  by  the  officers  of  said  banks,  for 
such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  and  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  said  banks ;  and  said 
banks,  and  the  ofiicers  and  clerks  thereof,  under  whose 
charge  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  under  like  restraints  from 
loaning  or  using  the  same,  and  subject  to  like  penalties  for 
violations  therefor  as  are  provided  for  in  the  first  and  ninths 
sections  of  this  act. 

Mr.  THOMAS  having  reported  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  bad  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  received  for  answer  to  their  message 
to  him  that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make. 

The  House  adjourned  until  the  first  Mondsy  in  De- 
cember next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  the  Uni-^ 
ted  States  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress.      , 
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MISSISSIPPI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Elections,  declaring  the  sitting  members  from  Mississippi 
to  be  entitled  to  their  seats,  came  up  in  order  for  consider- 
ation, viz: 

«<  JUeoioed,  That  Savubl  J.  Gholsos  and  Jorx  F.  H. 
Ci.AiBo«irx  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
dressy  and,  as  such,  an  entitled  to  take  their  seats." 

Afr.  Maubt  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  feel  it  due  io  myself — ^to  my  peoaliar 
position  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
as  dissenting  from  the  report  and  resolution  submitted  by 
its  chairman  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  that  committee — to 
sute  the  conclusions  to  which  my  mind  has  arrived  in  re- 
lation tojhe  question  now  pending  before  the  House,  and 
the  reastons  on  which  those  conclusions  are  founded.  Con- 
sidering it  a  question  purely  judicial  in  its  character,  1  have 
not,  if  I  know  myself,  been  influenced,  in  the  judgment 
which  1  hare  formed  on  it,  by  personal  or  party  consid- 
erations ;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  place  it,  wliere  alone  it 
should  stand,  on  the  high  ground  of  constitutional  law. 

We  are  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  the  sitting  mem- 
bers from  the  State  of  Mississippi  are  rightfully  entitled  to 
seats  on  this  floor,  as  RepresenUtives  of  that  Sute  1  To 
enable  us  to  decide  this  question  correctly,  a  brief  statement 
ef  the  facts  connected  with  it  is  necessary. 

By  the  laws  of  Mississippi,  the  first  Monday  and  follow- 
ing day  in  November  of  every  alternate  year,  succeeding 
the  dieeolmion  of  each  Congress,  is  the  time  fixed  upon 
for  holding  elections  for  ReprcsentaUves  from  that  State. 
An  extra  session,  however,  having  been  eonvened  by  the 
President,  to  assemble  two  months  in  advance  of  the  time 
thus  prescribed,  writs  were  issued  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Sute,  directing  an  election  to  be  held  for  Representatives 
at  a  given  period  in  July  last.  The  writ  contained  a  pro- 
vision Umiting  the  term  of  service  of  the  persons  to  be 
elsclsd  nnder  it,  to  such  time  as  they  should  he  superseded 
by  Representatives  to  be  chosen  in  Novemlier  next.  In 
iwiot  of  lact,  the  election  was  held  ;  and  it  appears  from  a 
]>rinted  statement,  authenticated  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  Mississippi,  which  waa  referred  to  the  committee,  that 
the  sitting  members  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled. 
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At  the  instance  of  those  gentleman,  an  inquiry  is  now 
instituted  into  the  validity  of  their  title  to  seats  in  this 
House,  and  into  the  duration  of  their  term  of  service. 
They  claim  to  be  members  for  the  entire  term  of  the  25th 
Congress,  and  the  resolution  before  the  House,  sustaining 
them  in  that  claim,  affirms  the  right  of  the  Governor  to  is- 
sue the  writ,. but  rejects  the  limitation  on  the  term  of  ser- 
vice contained  in  it  as  surplusage. 

The  question  srises,  was  there  such  a  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  Mississippi  as  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  that  State  to  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  1 
The  answer  to  this  inquiry  involves  questions  of  constitu- 
tional and  leg^l  resort.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  Representatives  shall  be  chosen— cho- 
sen every  second  year — chosen  by  the  electors  qualified  to 
vote  for  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures— chosen  at  such  times,  at  such  places,  and  in  such 
manner,  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  may 
prescribe.  Here  is  an  injunction  positive,  express,  and 
imperative,  on  the  State  Legislatures.  They  are  made 
the  agents  of  the  constitution  to  perform  this  specific  duty. 
As  agents  they  cannot,  by  special  enactment  even,  transfer 
this  power  to  a  sub-agent ;  much  less  will  their  omission 
to  exercise  it  operate  any  such  transfer.  The  constitution 
presumes  that  each  agent  to  whom  particular  trusts  are 
assigned,  will  execute  those  trusts  in  a  spirit  which  dicta- 
ted their  assignment.  On  this  presumption  hinges  the 
continued  and  harmonious  action  of  our  complex  system 
of  government.  The  motion  of  its  entire  machinery  ia 
dependent  on  the  motion,  in  their  prescribed  spheres,  of 
its  particnlar  parts.  It  is  admitted  by  the  Federalist,  a 
work  second  in  authority  only  to  the  constitution  itself, 
that  the  State  Legislatures,  or  a  msjority  ^f  them,  msy 
virtually  dissolve  the  Union,  by  refusing  to  elect  Senators 
to  Congress.  In  like  manner  could  dissolution  be  effected 
by  their  refusal  to  pass  laws  regulating  elections  to  this 
body,  but  that  a  contingent  and  paramount  power  is  vested 
in  Congress,  to  provide  against  such  refusal.  *<The 
times,  places, 'and  manner,"  says  the  constitution,  «of 
choosing  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed 
in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress 
may,  at  any  time^  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations." 
The  Legislatures,  being  themselves  the{electors  of  Senator^ 
may  refuse  to  choose  them,  and  there  is  no  penal  sanction 
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known  to  the  constitution  to  enforce  compiiance  with  this 
particular  duly ;  but  they  cannot  prevent  the  people  from  act- 
ing in  conformity  with  the  regulations  which  Congreei  may 
prescribe  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Representatives.  The 
power,  then,  of  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  continued  existence  of  this  House  may 
be-  necessary  to  that  object,  on  the  failure  to  act  of  the 
State  LegislatorcB,  is  delegated  to  Congress,  and  to  Con- 
gress alone.  It  is  beyond  the  competency  of  the  Governor 
oif  a  State,  by  writ,  or  of  tliis  House,  by  a  simple  vote  or 
resolution,  to  exercise  any  such  power. 

The  question  next  arises,  bos  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi discharged  its  constitutional  duty  1  Has  that  body 
fixed  upon  **the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  for  RepresenUtives"  to  Congress  1  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  it  has.  But  as  Congress  was 
convened  to  assemble  in  September,  and  as  the  November 
following  was  the  time  fixed  upon  by  law  for  choosing 
Representatives,  the  Governor  saw  that,  as  things  then 
stood,  Mississippi  would  remain  for  several  months  unrep- 
resented on  this  floor.  He  felt  himself  called  upon  to  act 
in  some  mo<1e.  But  as  he  had  sworn  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  Mississippi 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  as  the  law  of  Mississippi 
regulating  elections  was  not  only  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution,  but  in  obedience  to  its  express  and  imperative 
mandates,  he  was  bound  by  the  obligation  of  his  oath  of 
office  to  conform  to  its  requisitions.  He  deemed  it  beyond 
his  competency  to  olter  the  regulations  established  by  law, 
to  order  an  election  for  Representatives  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice would  extend  beyond  the  period  fixed  upon  by  statute 
for  that  purpose.  He  did  not  hold  to  the  doctrine — he 
repudiated  it  in  practice — ^tbat,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  Slate,  he  could  nullify,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise, 
a  law  of  the  State.  Hence  originated  the  limilation  in  his 
writ.  But,  fn  endeavoring  to  steer  clear  of  one  constitu- 
tional difficulty,  he  has  encountered  another  not  less  irre- 
movable. The  very  necessity  of  limiting  the  writ,  imposed 
by  his  obligation  to  conform  to  a  constitutional  law,  ought 
to  have  induced  him  to  question  his  right  of  issuing  the 
writ  itself.  Due  reflection,  I  think,  would  have  convmced 
him  that  the-  fractional  part  of  a  ierm,  commencing  either 
at  the  beginning,  or  at  any  intermediate  point,  could  not 
be  filled  consistently  iMrith  the  constitution,  unless  the  in- 
cumbency extended  to  the  conclusion  of  the  term  ;  which 
it  could  not  have  done  in  the  present  instance,  without 
coming  in  contact  with  the  law.  The -tenure  of  oflUce  be- 
ing fixed  in  the  constitution,  and  provision  made  for  filling 
vacancies,  the  term  of  a  Representative,  no  matter  at  what 
point  commencing,  ent)s  at  the  same  common  goal. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  should  the  Governor  have 
done  ?  Was  Mississippi  to  be  deprived  of  her  right  of  be- 
ing represented  in  this  body,  by  mere  technical  objections? 
By  no  means.  An  obvious  remedy  was  at  hand.  By  ex- 
erting his  power  of  convocation,  he  could  have  inferred  the 
\^ho1e  matter  to  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  Legtslatore, 
convened  for  the  special  purpose  of  amending  the  election 
law  of  the  State.  Ample  time  to  have  done  so  was  afford- 
ed him,  between  May,  the  date  of  the  President's  procla- 
nation,  and  September,  the  designated  period  of  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  ;  so  that  necessity^  the 
tyrant*8  plea,  cannot  be  availed  of  in  this  instance.  With 
equal  justice  the  same  plea— reason  I  will  not  call  it — 
might  have  been  urged  by  the  President  against  convening 
the  extra  session  itself,  and  in  favor  of  the  treurpation  by 
him  of  the  powers  of  legislation. 

I  have  already  expressed  the  opinion,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
in  the  priesent  case,  the  Oeremor  of  Mississippi  had  no 
authority  to  issue  writs,  with  or  without  limitation.  I  hercf 
distinctly  reassert  that  proposition.  The  clause  of  the 
constitution  relied  upon  by  those  who  hold  adversely  is  the 
following :    *•  When  vecaneiet  happeii  ib  the  representa- 


tion from  a  State,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  is- 
sue writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies.  ** 

This  clause  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to  its  letter 
and  its  spirit,  and  in  reference  to  its  context.  The  essence 
of  a  just  construction  consists  in  the  harmonious  combina- 
tion, and  tendency  to  the  same  conclusion,  of  these  three 
principles.  The  plain  sense  and  meaning  of  the  vforda 
employed,  is  the  letter  of  the  clause.  The  object  to  be 
accomplished,  the  mischief  to  be  averted  or  remedied,  is 
its  spirit.  Its  context  should  be  consulted  for  the  .purpose 
of  reconciling  and  conforming  its  construction  as  well  to 
what  follows,  as  to  what  precedes  it,  in  the  same  instru- 
ment. Let  us  apply  these  rules  of  construction  to  the 
clause  under  consideration.  s 

And  first  as  to  i:s  letter:  *<  When  vacancies  happen.^* 
Of  vacancies,  I  will  premise,  there  are  two  kinds,  periodi- 
cal and  casual.  A  periodical  vacancy  is  one  created  by 
the  constitution,  or  by  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof. 
It  is  caused  by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown  efflux  of  time^ 
by  the  expiration  of  a  pre-ordained  term  of  service.  This 
is  a  vacancy,  which,  capable  of  being  foreseen,  can  be  pro- 
vidod  against  by  law.  The  other  is  a  vacancy  which 
«  happens" — which  is  the  reeult  oi  accident — ^which  anex- 
pectedly  occurs — which,  in  short,  is  occasioned  by  death, 
resignation,  expulsion,  or  other  casualty.  To  provide, 
temporarily,  for  filling  vacancies  of  the  latter  kind,  is  of 
the  resort  of  the  executive  department  of  a  State  govern- 
ment. 

But  the  vacancies  must  not  only  happen,  but  <*happea 
in  the  representation  from  a  State."  Representation  means 
represenlatives  of  a  coUeclive  body.  '  It  necessarily  sup- 
poses, therefore,  a  pre-existing  body.  In  the  composition 
of  representation,  representatiTes  are  essential  elements. 
There  must  be  representatives  from  a  State,  before  there 
can  be  a  vacancy  in  its  representation  ;  and  a  vacancy  must 
happen  in  its  representation,  before  **  the  executive  auth- 
ority thereof  can  issue  writs  of  eleciton  to  fill  snch  vacancy." 

Having  said  thus  much  in  retafion  to  the  letter,  I  will 
now  address  myself  to  the  spirit  of  the  clause  in  question. 
In  eonstitniing  a  legislative  body  for  the  Union,  the  con- 
vention ordained  that  it  should  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.     It  was  intended  that  the  Sen- 
ate should  constitute  the  federative,  and  this  House  the 
representative,  feature  of  the  new  Government.    That  the 
members  of  the  Senate  should  be  the  exponents  of  the  will 
of  the  Sutes  in  their  capacity  of  States,  without  regard  to 
population.     And  that  this  House  should  be  a  homogene- 
ous body,  consisting  of  an  equal  and  aniform  represento- 
tion  of  the  people  of  the  States,  having  numbers  for  its 
basis.     The  convention,  therefore,   keeping  these  objects 
in  view,  provided  that  Senators  should  be  chosen  by  the 
State  Legislatures,   and  Representativee  by  the  people  of 
the  States,  at  such  tim^s  and  places,  and  in  such  mooncr 
as  the  Legislalures  thereof  might  prescribe.     And  in  or- 
der  to  guard  effectually  against  the  possible  omission  or  re* 
fusal  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  discharge  the  duties  tbos 
enjoined,  an  oltimste  and  paramount  jurisdiction  was  con- 
ferred on  CongrcBSi  to  hiake  the   neeessary  reguUtitiae 
contingent  on  such  neglect  or  refusal.     If  it  had  been,  and 
been  known  to  be,  by  the  convention,  that  members  of 
Oongness  would  be  beyond  the  reach   of  accident— that 
they  could  neither  die  nor  resign,  nor  be  removed  by  any 
other  casualty — that  vacancies,  other  than  those  cattsed 
by  lapse  of  time»  could  not  exist  in  either  House  of  Cod' 
gresB,  would  the  power  of  fillmg  them  in  the  first  instance, 
or  of  providing  for  their  being  filled  .in  the  other,  have 
been  lodged  elsewhere  than  with  the  State  Legislstaresl 
No  necessity  would  have  existed,  of  providing  against  va- 
eancie*  that  could  not  happen.     The  convention  knew, 
however,  that  membership  carried   with   it  so  talisroanic 
exemption  from  the  common  adetdents  of  humanity,  and 
thiit  vaeaneiei  might  and  would  bttppen»  pending  the  eet* 
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fioA  of  Congrew ,  and  daring  tbo  recess  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures. It  was,  therefore,  wisely  ordained  that  the  Gov- 
emor  should  hold  in  his  bandf^a  provisional  remedy  ;  to 
be  exercised,  however,  in  strict  sabordination  to  the  laws 
oftheSutes. 

Bttt  it  may  be  said  that  the  mischief  intended  to  be  re- 
medied was  the  prevention  of  vacancies,  however  oeca- 
siooed ;  whether  by  lapse  of  time,  or  by  casually  ;  whether 
by  the  neglect  of  the  Legislature  to  create  a  representation, 
or  by  a  vacancy  happening  in  the  repreiientation  when 
oeated.  To  which  I  reply,  that  such  could  not  be  the 
fact  in  relation  to  periodical  vacancies;  because,  Ist.  It  is 
eoDtiary,  as  I  have  shown,  to  the  plain  import  of  the  words 
employed  in  conferring  the  power.  2d.  Bocaui^  two  rem- 
edies had  already  been  provided  against  periodical  va- 
cancies, viz:  the  legislative  authority  of  the  States,  and, 
ultimately,  of  Congress.  And,  3d.  Because  the  mode  of 
exercising  the  jurisdiction  thus  conferred  was  left,  exclu-. 
sively,  to  the  discretion  of  those  bodies.  I  reply,  further, 
that  the  Governor,  even  conceding  him  the  power,  could 
not  exercise  it  in  derogaliob  of  an  existing  law  of  the  State, 
or  of  the  Genera]  Government.  The  delegation  of  the 
power  to  the  State  Legislatures  and  to  Congress  is  express 
and  ane^ui vocal — ^to  the  Governor,  at  best,  implied  and 
doubtful ;  and  when  an  express  power  comes  in  contact 
with  an  implied  ouo,  no  doubt  can  arise  as  to  which  should 
jieid. 

I  infer,  moreover,  that  the  construction  for  which  I  con- 
tend is  the  true  one,  because  it  was  the  evident  intention 
of  the  convention  to  commit  the  regulation  of  elections  to 
the  guardianship  of  law :  in  order  that  the  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  them  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  insure  no- 
torietjy  and  to  consult  the  convenience  and  conform  to  the 
habits  of  the  constkuent  body.  .  Whereas  the  power,  if 
confided  to  executive  discretion*,  might  be  exercised  capri- 
cioosly  and  oppressively,  and  perverted  to  sinister  political 
parpoees,  by  giving  short  and  inadequate  notices  as  to 
**  the  timotf,"  hy  making  inconvenient  selections  of  <*  the 
places,"  and  by  substituting,  for  the  accust«)med  "man- 
ner," some  new  and  unusual  device,  foreign  to  the  habi- 
tudes of  the  people. 

But  it  is,  likewise,  a  sound  and  established  rule  of  con- 
struction, that  each  clause  of  an  instrument  should  be  in- 
terpreted in  reference  to  its  context.     So  that,  while  full 
energy  is  imparted  to  the  power  conferred  by  a  particular 
dause,  it  may  be  exerted  without  encroachment  on,  or  col- 
lision with,  the  powers  elsewhere  vested  by  the  remaining 
dauees.    The  construction  for  which  I  contend,  in  the 
pveeent  instance,  is  in  strict  conformity  with  this  rule. 
Bstablish  it,  and  no  collision  can  possibly  arise  between 
the  kgislative  and  executive  departments  of  a  fc^tate  Gov- 
ernmeoL     Harmony  will  be  **  the  full  effect  and  joint  re- 
sult of  all."     The  Legislature  will  have  discharged  its- 
doty  of  prescribing  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  hold- 
mg  the  election.     A  representation  wiil,  thereby,  have 
been  created,  and  a  vacancy  have  happened  in  that  repre- 
sentation,    'i'he  Governor,  therefore,  in  issuing  writs  to 
fill  such  vac-inrics,  cannot  interfere  with  the  law,  because 
an  election  virill  have  been  held  in  conforjnity  with  the  Jaw, 
and  the  time  of  holding  the  election,  as  prescribed  bylaw, 
will  have  passed  away. 
The  contrary  construction  tends  to  produce  conflict  and 
•      collision  between  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities 
of  a  Stale.     It  alfirms  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor 
jserigiual  and  paramount,  not  contingent  and  subordinatey 
to  the  legislative  authority.     It  makes  an  edict  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive more  authoritative  and  potential  than  a  positive  en- 
actment of  law.     For  if  it  l>e  within  the  pale  of  his  powers 
Wo  provide  for  filling  periodical  vacancies,  it  is  his  impera- 
'^ive  duty  to  do  so — for  **$halP*  is  the  language  of  the 
^^sonstitution — whenever  a  vacancy  exists.     Let  us  examine 
*-.jito  the  practical  effects  of  this  doctrine.     Vacancies  of 
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this  kind  exist  in  many  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  during 
several  months  succeeding  the  expiration  of  every  congies-. 
sional  term.  It  would  follow,  then,  that  the  Governor  not 
only  had  the  power,  but  was  in  duty  bound,  whenever 
such  vacancies  occurred,  to  suspend  the  law  of  the  State, 
and  substitute  a  regulation  of  his  own  in  its  stead.  But 
if,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  he  were  to  advance  a 
pretension  so  absurd,  and  attempt  to  carry  it  out  in  prac* 
tice,  he  would  be  deemed  more  worthy  of  being  endued  in 
a  strait  jacket,  than  of  being  clothed  with  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  a  sovereign  State.  And  yet  of  this 
absurdity  must  he  be  convicted,  who  contends  for  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  over  cases  of  periodical  va- 
cancy !  • 

In  the  interpretation  which  I  have  given  of  the  clause 
under  consideration,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  remarked  that 
I  do  not  rely  only,  or  maiidy,  on  the  pbilological  significa- 
tion of  the  word  **  happen,"  or  of  any  other  word  isolated  ^ 
and  torn  from  its  context ;  but  upon  the  plain  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  entire  clause,  giving  due  force  and  effect 
to  its  governing  and  restraining  members,  and  taken  in 
conuexion  with  other  provisions  of  the  constitution,  to 
which  it  is  subordinate,  and  of  which  it  is  the  temporary 
and  contingent  substitute. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend  is  in  conformity 
with  contempotiLneous  expositions  made  of  it  in  the  State 
conventions  by  which  the  constitution  was  ratified,  and 
with  the  uniform  practice  of  the  State  Governments,  under 
that  instrument,  from  the  date  of  its  adoption  to  the  pre? 
sent  time.  The  annals  of  our  past  history  will  be  ransack* 
ed  in  vain  for  a  precedent  showing  that  the  Governor  of  a 
State  has  ever  directed  an  election  to  be  held  for  filling  a 
periodical  vacancy  in  this  House ;  much  less  of  exercising 
such  a  power  in  abrogation  of  a  constitutional  law  of  the 
State. 

[Here  Mr.  Maubt  referred  to,  and  commented  on, 
several  cases  which  happened  in  the  Senate,  in  which  tbo 
construction  contended  for  by  him  was  distinctly  recog- 
nised.] 

But  it  may  be  said  that,  in  the  cnse  before  us,  the  va- 
cancy was  created  by  the  act  of  the  President  in  convening 
Congress,  and  that  that  was  a  casualty  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  and  provided  against;  inasmuch  as  the 
President  himself,  if  we  are  to  credit  his  own  avouchmcnt^ 
did  not  anticipate  it  eight  days  before  it  happened.  To 
which  I  reply  that  the  vacancy  commenced  to  exist  on  the 
4  til  of  March  last,  three  months  anterior  to  the  date  of  the 
proclamation.  The  constitution  limits  the  term  of  service 
of  Representatives  to  two  years.  Congress  having  asi 
sembled,  for  the  first  time,  on  the  4th  of*  March,  1739, 
the  official  existence  of  the  members  of  its  representative 
branch,  'expires  on  the  same  day  of  every  alternate  con- 
secutive year.  The  vacancy,  therefore,  commences  on  the 
4th  of  March  succeeding  the  dissolution  of  every  Congress. 

But  even  conceding  to  the  State  Executives  the  power 
of  providing,  by  writ,  for  the  filling  of  periodical  vacancies, 
still  it  cannot  be  exorcised  in  derogation  of  an  existing 
stalutc,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  regulating 
elections.  A  statute  thus  enacted  becomes  part  and  parcel 
of  the  constitutional  provision  commanding  its  enactment. 
While  unrepealed,  it  is  quite  as  obligatory,  it  is  as  much 
the  law  of  the  land,  as  the  constitution  itself.  Yet  the 
construction  contended  for,  in  the  present  instance,  involves 
the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  the  Governor  of  Mississippi 
could,  through  the  mere  instrumentality  of  writs  of  elec- 
tion, annul  and  abrogate  a  law  of  that  State,  the  constitu- 
tionality of  which  stands  unquestioned  and  nnquestionable ! 
or  rather  that  this  House  can,  by  construction,  and  assumed- 
legal  intendment,  impart  to  the  Governor's  writ  this  po- 
tential efiicacy :  for  the  Governor  himself,  on  grounds 
however  erroneous,  has  endeavored  to  conform  his  writ  to 
the  requisitions  of  the  law. 
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I  have  thus  attempted  to  prove,  and  I  think  succeeded 
in  proving — 

l6t.  That  it  is  made  imperative  upon  (be  State  Legisla- 
tures to  pass  laws  regulating  elections  for  Representatives 
to  Congress. 

2d.  That  in  the  event  of  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  those 
bodies,  to  discharge  this  duty,  or  so  to  discharge  it  as  lo 
'accomplish  the  object  intended,  authority  is  vested,  not  in 
the  executive  department  of  a  State,  but  in  Congress,  **to 
make  or  alter  such  regulations." 

3d.  That  the  rightful  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  of  a 
State  extends  to  cases  only  where  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  created  by  law. 

4th.  That  even  admitting  his  jurisdiction  to  extend  to 
k]\  cases  of  vacancy,  periodical  or  otherwise,  he  cannot  ex- 
ercise it  in  contravention  of  law. 

And,  5{h.  That  tbe  Legislature  of  Mississippi  having 
discharged  its  constitutional  duty,  the  Governor  of  that 
State  could  not,  by  writ,  nor  can  this  House,  by  resolu- 
tion, suspend  or  annul  one  iota  of  its  provisions. 

These  positions  having  been  esUblished,  the  inference 
is  irresistible,  that  the  sitting  members  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  this  House. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  should  we  pass  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  what  will  be  the  consequences  ?  The 
sheriffs  in  the  respective  counties  of  Mississippi  are  sworn 
to  execute  the  laws  of  that  State.  One  of  those  laws 
provides  that  an  election  for  Representatives  to  this  body 
shall  be  held  in  November  next  They  will  be  bound  to 
hold  it  by  the  obligation  of  their  oaths  uf  office.  Suppose 
that,  at  the  election  thus  to  be  held,  Representatives  other 
than  the  sitting  members  shall  be  chosen  ;  and  that,  at 
the  next  regular  session  in  December,  they  shonld  present 
themselves  before  us,  holding  in  one  hand  credentials  con- 
forming in  every  respect  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  law, 
and  in  the  other  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  law  of  Mississippi  regulating  elections  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof,  and  demand  admission  on  this  floor  as  the 
rightful  Representatives  of  the  people  of  that  Sute :  Will 
you,  can  you,  refuse  them  1  If  you  do,  sir,  I  venture  to 
predict  that  the  act  of  refusal  will  be  without  sequel,  as  it 
is  without  precedent;  that  it  will  stand  out,  in  all  time  to 
come,  isolated  and  alone,  a  beacon  of  avoidance,  not  an 
example  fnr  imitation. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  lesolution  reported  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of 
the  committee : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  «  Resolved,"  and  insert, 
"  That  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  not  having  been 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  S6th  Congress,  from  the  State  6f  Mississippi,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  upon  this  floor  as  such." 
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SuMance  of  Mr.  8la.-dx*s  remarka  in  the  House  of  Heprt' 
•   ttentativea  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Mitaitttippi  am- 
tested  election. 

The  question  in  this  case  is  presented  for  discussion  up- 
on the  following  state  of  facts.  The  term  of  office  of  the 
members  in  the  2ith  Congress  from  the  State  of  Mississip- 
pi, expired  on  the  3d  of  March  lanr.  The  standing  law  of 
that  State,  ** regulating  elections,"  provides  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Mon- 
day and  day  following  in  November  biennially,  commenc- 
ing with  the  year  1833.  Vacancies,  therefore,  existed  in  the 
representation  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  commencing  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  which  could  not  be  fiiiod,  under  the 
election  law  of  that  State,  until  the  day  following  tbe  first 
Monday  of  November  next.  The  President  having,  in  tho 
meantime,  called  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  to  be  holden 
before  the  first  Monday  of  November,  tbe  Governor  of  Mis- 


sissippi, for  the  purporo  of  filling  the  vacancies,  and  se- 
curing a  representation  of  that  Slate  in  Congress  at  the  cz- 
tra  session,  issued,  on  the  18th  of  Jone  last,  writs  of  elec- 
tion, reciting  the  call  of  the  extra  session,  and  the  fact  of 
the  vacancies,  and  requiring  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  coun- 
ties to  hold  elections  on  the  3d  Monday  and  day  foUomng 
in  July,  **  for  two  representatives  to  Congress  to  fill  said  fa- 
cancy,  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected  at  the 
next  regular  election  on  the  first  Monday  and  day  follow- 
ing in  November."  The  election  was  holden  in  pursoanes 
of  the  writs  thus  issued,  and  thereupon  the  sitting  uiem- 
bors  [Messrs.  Claxborsts  and  Gholsok]  were  e^cted. 
This  election  having  been  submitted  to  tbe  Commitiee 
of  Elections,  they  have  reported  the  following  resolo- 
tion : 

'•Resolvedy  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne  are  elected  members  to  the  25th  Congress,  and  ai 
such  are  entitled  to  their  seats." 

Under  this  report,  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  claim 
seats  in  this  body,  not  merely  until  the  day  following  tbe 
first  Monday  of  November  nextj  but  for  the  whole  durauon 
of  the  Congress,  terminating  on  the  3d  of  March/  1839. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  there  has  be^n  no 
election  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  that  the  returned  members  are  not  entitled  to  seats  for 
any  portion  of  the  duration  of  the  ft5th  Congress. 

I  do  not  (said  Mr.  S. )  agree  to  either  of  these  positions. 
I  believe  that  the  retumeid  members  have  been  dnly  olectrd ; 
not,  however,  for  tbe  entire  duration  of  the  25th  Congress, 
but  until  tbe  day  following  the  first  Monday  of  November 
next,  that  being,  as  I  think,  the  termination  of  tbe  vacm* 
cies  which  commenced  on  tbe  4th  of  March  last. 

Those  who  maintain  that  there  has  been  no  legal  elec- 
tion, do  it  mainly  on  the  ground  that  'the  case  does  not 
come  within  that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  provides  for  the  filling  of  vacancies  in  the 
representation  in  Congress,  inasmuch  as  tha»  provides  thati 
•'when  vacancies  happen  in  tho  representation  from  any 
State,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies."  It  is  contended  that  the 
vacancies  in  this  case  have  not  **happened."  It  is  admit' 
ted  that  there  were  •*  vacancies,"  but  that,  having  occuirfd 
in  consequence  of  tbe  regular  expiration  of  a  congressional 
term,  they  did  not  **  happett'*  within  the  meaning  of  the 
constitution,  and  therefore  could  not  be  filled  under  lbs 
clause  of  the  constitution  authorizing  the  filling  of  varan* 
cies. 

In  seeking  for  a  just  construction  of  this  clause  of  the 
constitution,  it  is  proper  to  inquire  what  was  the  object  <3C 
it.     Manifestly  it  was  to  secure  a  full  reprei<entation  of  the 
people.     A  continued  vacancy  was  tbe  evil  to  be  avoiiled. 
The  manner  in  which  it  should  take  place,  was,  from  the 
nature  of  tbe  case,  an  incidental  and  subordinate  conaider* 
ntiou.     The  filling  of  the  vacancy  was  the   great  objfct; 
and  when  the  frarncrs  of  the  constitution  undertook  to  make 
provision  for  it,  the  manner  in  which   the  vacancy  shoaM 
occur  is  not  to  be  presumed  to  have  entered  di^tinctly  into 
their  contemplation.     If  that  had  been  deemed  material, 
ond  so  material  as  that  the  great  question  whether  a  vacan- 
cy was  or  was  not  to  he  filled,  and  the  people  were  or  were 
not  to  be  represented  in  thi:t  boily,  wan  to  depend  entirely 
upon   the  manner  in  which  the  varany  occurred,  it  i*  in- 
credible that  more  explicit  language  than  the  word  knpptn 
should  not  hive  been  used.     If  the  <lialinction  now  con- 
tended for  had  entered  into  the  conceptions  of  the  frsmera 
of  tho  constitution,  it  would  have  been  indicated  by  appro- 
printe   language,  such  ai    *•  when    vacancies   happen  bjf 
death,  9'eaig nation,  nr  other  unforeseen  occurrence.'*  Neith- 
er these,  however,  nor  any  other  qualifying  terms  were  em- 
ployed ;  but  a  general  and  famiiiiir  term  was  used  without 
qualification — a  term  which  may,  indeed,  mean  tbe  occot- 
lence  of  an  event  by  chance,  or  the   intervention  of  H>nie 
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QofbraMen  eaiMe,  when  the  connezion  evideiitly  saggesle 
•Qch  a  meaniog,  butwhieb,  in  ito  general  and  popnler  use, 
does  Dot  necMsarily  bear  such  a  etgnifieation. 

To  ahov,  tMiwever,  thfti  aoch  must  be  its  meaning,  the 
tothority  of  lexicographers  has  been  introdaced.  We 
were  last  evening  furnished  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Masok,]  with  a  definition  from  Johnson,  favoring  the 
iignificaiion  contended  for.  But,  sir,  this  U  a  question  which 
is  not  to  be  conclusively  settled  by  dictionaries.  There  are 
shades  of  meaning  to  numerous  words  in  our  langufige,  de- 
pending on  the  various  connexions  in  which  they  are  used, 
which  DO  dictionaries  accurately  describe,  but  in  regard  to 
which,  plain  common  sense  will  seldom  be  mistaken.  Such 
is  the  present  case.  Let  a  man  of  good  common  sense 
take  up  the  constitation  of  the  United  States,  and  read 
that  **  when  vacancies  happen  in  the  repreaentation  from 
any  State,  the  executive  aathority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies,"  and  what  will  be  bis 
first  impressions  1<^especially  when  he  finds  that  this  is 
the  only  provision  for  filling  vacancies  and  securing  to  the 
people  ibm  full  enjoyment  of  the  great  fundamental  right 
of  representation.  Will  he  search  for  a  restricted  mean- 
ing to  the  word  *<  happen,"  which  shall  manifestly  defeat 
the  great  purpose  of  the  provision  in  regard  %c  a  large 
class  of  casea  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been  un- 
foreseen by  the  framers  ol  the  constitution  1  Will  he  not 
rather  find  deeply  impressed  upon  the  whole  context,  the 
idea  that  o//  vacancies,  however  occurring,  were  intended 
to  h^  provided  for  1 

I  admit  that  violence  must  not  be  done  to  language  for 
the  porpoee  of  giving  it  a  scope  which  shall  embrace  cases 
presamed  to  have  been  within  the  contemplation  of  those, 
who  oaed  it.    If  it  dearly  and  undeniably  means  one  thing, 
and  that  only,  no  intendment,  however  beneficial  or  neces- 
sary, must  be  permitted  to  enlarge  its  meaning.     But  is 
the  meaning   of  the  word  happen  in  this  case  so  clearly 
and  undeniably  what  is  contended  for  by  the  objectors  to 
the  validity  of  the  election  t     Far  from  it.     The  very  au- 
thority  which  has  been  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
shows  that  it  is  not;  for  among  the  varieties  of  significa- 
tion which  it  gives  to  the  word  happen,  I  find  the  fuilow- 
iog — •«To  fall  out — to  chance — to  come  to  pass,**    The 
vacancies  in  the'  present  case  have  not.  It  is  true,  fallen 
out  by  chance-shaving  been  produced  neither  by  death, 
resignation,  nor  any  other  ur foreseen  occurrence.  But  they 
have  <*  come  to  pass"  by  the  operation  of  two  established 
laws;  the  one  tcrmanating  the  existence  of  the  24th  Gon- 
gresB  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  the  other  fixing  the 
•\ection  in  Mississippi  for  the  succeeding  Conf^ress  in  No- 
vember next.     Surely,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  opponents  of  this 
election  eannot  oontend  that  the  word  happen  is  dearly 
and  undeniably  restricted  to  a  mere  contingency;  and 
therefore  they  have  no  right  to  insist  on  a  meaning  in  this 
case  which  shall  fail  to  carry  out  the  obvious  intent  of  the 
frameis  of  the  Constitution.     But  if  the  construction  for 
which  I   contend  were  less  certain ;   if  it  were  doubtful 
whether  happen  means  the  one  thing  or  the  dther,  the  ar- 
gument would  still  be  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  election. 
How  are  doubts  to  be  regarded  in  a  case  like  this  1     Favor- 
ably, beyond  sU  question,  to  the  rights  of  the  people — the 
great  object  intended  to  be  secured  hy  the  provision  in 
question.     What  is  the  rule  in  the  case  of  a  common 
grant  1    That  the  grantee  shall  have  the  bene6t  of  all 
doobCs  arising  upon  the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the 
gnnt.     Thus  a  grant  of  franchises  from  a  king  to  his 
«Qfajeets  would  be  construed  liberally  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
ject.    It  is  true  here  is  no  grant;  but  there  is  a  reservation 
^  right  to  the  people  for  a  great  and  valuable  purpose ;  and 
^\  intendments  should  be  in  favor  of  the  full  and  free  en- 
joyment of  this  right. 

I  have  said  that  the  construction  in  cases  of  doubt  should 
^:ae  such  as  to  secure  the  purpose  of  the  grant.  '  What  that 


purpose  is  has  been  well  described,  in  an  analogous  case, 
by  Mr.  Wirt,  while  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stotes. 
In  the  year  1828,  the  question  arose  whether  the  Presi- 
dent could,  under  the  authority  to  fill  vacancies  happening 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  fill  a  vacancy  which  oc- 
curred during  the  session  of  that  body,  but  which,  not  hav- 
ing been  filled  by  it,  remained  vacant  after  its  adjournment. 
Upon  the  submission  of  this  question  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Wirt  decided,  that  the  vacancy  happened^  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  constitution  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  though  originally  occurring  before  its  adjourn- 
ment ;  and  that  therefore  the  President  might  properly  fill 
it.     In  givuig  this  opinion  he  said : 

**The  substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was,  to 
keep  these  offices  filled ;  and  powers  adeqaate  to  this  pur- 
pose were  intended  to  be  conveyed.  ^ But  if  the  President 
shall  not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thun^  circum-- 
stanced,  the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  pun^ose,  and  the 
substance  of  the  constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious 
construction  of  its  letter.  •  *  *  This  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  only  construction  of  the  constitution  which  is  oom- 
patible  with  its  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  offers  no  violence  to  its  language ;  and  these, 
I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to  which  all  sound  construc- 
tion looks.  The  opposite  construction  is,  perhaps,  more 
strictly  consonant  with  the  mere  letter.  But  it  overlooks  the 
spirit,  reason,  and  purpose ;  and,  like  all  constructions  merely 
literal,  its  tendency  is  to  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  uf 
the  instrument,  and  so  produce  the  most  embarrassing  in- 
conven'renoes." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  submit  whether  there  is  a  single 
reason  for  the  deciaion  of  Mr.  Wirt  in  the  case  cited,  which 
does  not  apply  to  the  case  before  us  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact, 
more  important  that  hia  construction  ^ould  be  adopted  i^ 
this  case  than  in  thati  That  was  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
a  mere  coUectorship.  This  in  the  representatjion  of  the 
people  in  the  most  important  legislative  assembly  in  the 
country.  If  it  might,  in  that  case  be  said,  surely  it  may 
be  in  this,  that  **the  opposite  construction  overlooks 
the  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose"  of  the  constitution,  and 
tends  to  **  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  of  the  instro- 
raent." 

Having  thus,  as  I  trust,  shown  that  there  was  a  vacancy 
in  the  representation  of  Mississippi  which  might  be  consti- 
tutionally filled  by  a  special  election  holden  under  the  call 
of  **  the  Executive  authority  thereof,"  the  question  arises-^ 
what  was  the  vacancy  to  be  filled  ? 

It  is  contended  that  the  vacancy  to  be  filled  was  the 
representation  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  entire 
term  of  the  the  25th  Congress,  and  therefore,  although  the 
■freemen  of  i^ni  State  Vfere  required  by  the  Governor  **  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be 
elected"  in  November  next,  yet,  that  the  returned  mem- 
bers were,  in  fact,  elected  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  3d  of  March  last. 

What  was  the  legal  limit  of  the  vacancy  1  ia  the  ques- 
tion. Independent  of  any  constitutional  provision  it  had 
no  limit ;  that  is,  there  was  on  absence  of  nil  future  repre- 
sentation from  that  State.  But  this  perpetual  vacancy  was 
limited  by  the  constitution — that  instrument  providing  that 
elections  of  members  of  Congress  shall  take  place  ''every 
second  year."  The  same  constitution,  however,  let  it  l«e 
rememl>ered,  also  provides  that  *Mhe  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  fur  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives shall  be  prescrilicd  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature 
thereof."  When,  therefore,  a  State,  in  pursuance  of  this 
provision,  prescribes  the  time  for  elerting  its  representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  that  lime  is  after  the  occurrence  of 
a  vacancy  by  tho  expiration  «tf  a  previous  Congress,  it 
manifestly  becomes  the  limit  of  the  vacancy,  so  far  as  re- 
tpeds  the  power  of  JiUing  it  by  a  spedal  election.  No 
other  construction,  it  seems  to  me,  can  satisfy  the  plain  in- 
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lent  and  meaning  of  the  contittation.  That  intent  evi* 
denily  is,  that  the  extraordinary  inatrumentallty  of  execu- 
tive writs  of  election  thall  be  employed  only  to  aupply  the 
defect  of  permanent  law.  It  must  therefore  be  uaed,  not  to 
supersede  sach  law,  but  to  supply  its  omissions. 

The  law  of  Mississippi,  moreover,  is  peremptory.  The 
elections  for  representatives  to  Congress  sAai/  be  bolden  on 
the  firsi  Monday  and  day  following  in  November,  bienni- 
ally, commencing  with  the  year  1633.  The  law  thus  per- 
emptory, evidently  should  not  be  superseded  by  special 
writs  of  election  to  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  unless  such 
effect  is  given  to  the  writs  by  a  plain  and  express  provis- 
ion of  the  constitution — a  provision  which  it  is  not  pre- 
tended exists  in  the  case  before  us. 

It  thus  seems  to  me  manifest  that  the  legal  limit  to  the 
vacancy,  in  reference  lo  thepmver  offilUng  U  by  apeeial 
eleetion,  was  the  time  when  the  election  of  representatives 
to  the  25lh  Congress  was  to  take  place,  according  to  the 
standing  law  ot  Mississippi,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  constitution  under  which  the  special  election,  in  this 
case,  was  holden. 

Such,  it  seems,  was  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi  when  he  restricted  the  time  for 
which  the  vacancy  was  to  be  filled  by  the  special  elec- 
tion. 

But  this  restriction,  say  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 
their  report^  was  surplusage.  <*  Reject  this  as  surplus- 
age, (say  they,)  then  the  writ  is  good,  and  the  objection 
amounts  to  nothing."  Suppose  it  be  rejected  as  surplus- 
age. Can  this  alter  the  legal  effect  of  the  special  elec- 
tion 1  Suppose  the  Governor  had  required  the  freemen  of 
Mississippi  to  elect  two  representatives  to  Congress  with- 
out restriction.  Would  tikis  have  superseded  all  the 're- 
strictions imposed  by  the  constitution,  and  the  law  of  Mis- 
sissippi, made  in  pursuance  of  it?  Can  the  Govemor.of  a 
State,  by  any  omission  or  addition,  give  an  effect  to  an 
election  which  the  constitution  end  law  do  not  give  1 . 
Sorely  no  one  will  contend  for  this.  "None  will  venture  to 
maintain  that  the  Governor  of  a  State,  when  ho  has  ordered 
an  election,  can,  dther  by  fraud  or  mistake,  deprive  the 
people  of  their  constitutional  rights  in  regard  to  ft.  If 
by  **  surplusage*'  the  committee  mean  that  the  Governor's 
limitation  wss  unnecessary,  they  mean  precisely  what  I 
contend  for..  If  they  mean  that  it  was  illegal  and  uncon- 
stitutional, they  assume  what  the^  ought  to  prove.  And 
this  is  evidently  what  they  do  mean.  <<I(eject  it  as  sor- 
plussge,  and  the  writ  is  good,  and  the  objection  amounts 
to  nothing."  That  is,  assume  that,  in  ^e  faoe  of  the  law 
of  Mississippi,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  election  for  the  two  regrular  aessions  of 
the  25th  Congress  was  not  to  take  place  in  Navembernezt, 
but  that  it  might  be  entirely  superseded  by  the  Governor, 
upon  the  occasion  of  ordering  a  special  election  for  a  special 
session,  and  all  difficulties  are  at  once  removed-— the  writ 
becomes  a  valid  warrant  for  an  election  for  the  entire  26th 
Congress,  and  the  ol^cction-  amounts  to  nothing !  This 
certainly  is  a  very  convenient  and  labor-saving  method  of 
disposing  of  a  constittttienal  dtflicolty,  and  giving  seats  to 
two  members  on  this  floor,  for  a  term  which  was  entirely 
beyond  the  contemplation  oS  the  people  who  elected 
them. 

Let  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  briefly  suggest  another  srgoment 
in  favor  of  the  construction  for  which  I  contend.  Eleven 
States  of  the  Union  have  fixed  the  elections  of  their  mem- 
Iters  of  Congress  at  periods  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of 
the  Congress  next  previoi)s  to  thai  for  which  they  are  to 
be  elected ;  and  these  eleven  Slates  return  78  members  to 
this  House — about  one-third  of  the  whole  number.  Now 
what  construction  have  they  given  to  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  which  mukes  provision  for  filling  vacsncics  ? 
They  have  all  declared  that  elections  ehaii  take  plHce  at 
times  subsequent  to  the  3d  of  March  in  the  year  in  which 


the  congressional  term  commences.  They  have  done  it 
in  full  view  of  the  possibility  that  there  may  be,  as  thera 
has  been  this  year,  a  neoeseity  for  an  earlier  nesting  sf 
Congress,  and  that,  therefore,  eavenly -eight  msfflberi  of 
Congress  might  be  elected  under  special  writs  iniwd  by 
the  Governors.  Nor  have  they  made  any  provisions  thtt 
such  special  elections  shall  supersede  the  operation  of  ibeir 
standing  laws.  Is  the  construction  thus  practically  given 
to  the  constitution  by  nearly  half  the  States  iiv^the  Union 
to  be  disregarded  1 

But  the  Governors  of  the  States,  it  should  be  remera* 
bered,  are  not  restricted  in  issuing  their  writs  of  election 
to  fill  vacancies,  to  the  case  of  a  necessity  for  a  special 
session  of  Congress.  Vacancies  exist  on  the  4th  of 
March,  in  all  the  States  in  which  elections  have  not  been 
previously  holden,  which  may  be  forthwith  filled  by  orders 
of  the  Governors,  under  the  genera]  power  to  order  elec- 
tions to  fill  vacancies,  and  who  may  thus  obtsin  ipectoi 
elections  for  the  entire  Congress,  although  the  time  for  its 
meeting  should  not  occur  till  aifler  the  times  provided  by 
Ut^  for  the  eketione.  The  power  of  filling  vacandei^ 
provided  for  in  the  constitution,  merely  for  the  purpoie  of 
meeting  extraoidinary  emergencies,  may  thus,  to  gratify 
the  capnce,  or  subserve  the  party  purposes  of  a  Governor, 
be  made  to  supersede  the  standing  election  laws  of  a 
State. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say  that  the  Gov- 
ernors would  not  thus  abuse  their  power.  It  is  enoo^  to 
say  that  they  have  the  power,  upon  the  conatraction  con- 
tended for.  It  is  no  republican  doctrine  that  a  dangeroui 
power  may  be  safely  admitted  to  exist  upon  the  presaiop- 
tion  that  it  will  not  be  abused.  The  eecurity  of  the  peo- 
ple's rights  is  not  to  be  left  to  such  frail  safe-guards  ssthii. 
I  admit,  indeed,  that  the  danger  of  an  abuse  of  power 
must  be  directly  met  where  the  power  is  deady  and  un- 
deniably conferred.  But  where  ita  eziatenee,  as,  in  the 
present  case,  is,  to  say  the  least,  doubtful,  the  argnment 
from  its  probable  abuse  is  to  be  allowed  great  weight 
against  its  existence. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend,  avoids  the  dan- 
ger of  an  abuse  of  power  by  the  Governor.  It  gives  fuH 
effect  to  the  standing  election  laws  of  those  Sutes  which 
have  provided  for  elections  after  the  oommeincement  of  the 
congressional  terms,  while  it  supplies  the  want  of  e«ilJ«r 
elections  in  all  the  cases  in  which  such  elections  msy  be 
required  to  give  the  people  a  full  represantation  in  Con- 
gress at  such  early  extra  sessions  as  the  public  exigenciee 
may  require. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  attempted  to  show : 

That  the  vacancies  *<  happened*'  on  the  4th  of  Msreb, 
in  the  representation  from  MiaBiesippi  within  the  mesning 
of  the  constitution. 

That  those  vacancies  were  limited  in  their  duration,  not 
by  the  termination  of  the  a6th  Goagrees,  but  by  the  time 
when  the  election  is  to  take  place  under  the  standing  Uw 
of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi ;  and 

That  the  returned  members  (Meaara.  Gholson  and  GUi- 
borne^  have  been  duly  elected  to  fill  those  vacancies,  and 
are,  therefore,  entitled  to  hold  their  seals  until  an  election 
of  memliers,  made  in  pursuanoe  of  the  law  of  the  Btate 
they  represent. 

If  the -construction  for  which  I  have  contended  is  not 
sustained,  and  the  returned  membera  are  admitted  to  aeats 
for  the  entire  term  of  the  25th  Congfeaa^  it  will  not  only 
be  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  and  la*^,  bat  will 
manifestly  defeat  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  Misais- 
aippi,  who  were  led,  as  well  by  the  constitution  and  laWf 
ss  by  the  express  terms  of  the  writa  of  election,  to  regard 
the  vacancies  they  were  filling  as  terminating  with  the 
election  of  members  to  be  chosen  on  the  first  Monday  and 
day  following  in  November,  1837,  and  not  on  the  3d  d«y 
of  iVhurch,  1839. 
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^tetek  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Johvsov,  ofMaryhnd^  on 
Mr,  Vndenvood^s  amendment  to  the  bill  to  limit  the 
time  for  issuing  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  JoHRaoic^  said  be  had  ezpresaed  to  the  committee 
his  res90D8  for  offering  the  amendment  which  had  been  re- 
jected, and  w^uld  not  repeat  them.  Bat  he  desired  to  cay 
•  few  words  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Uhokhwood.) 

He  had  strong  misgivings  thai  this  bill  was  the  basis  of 
a  settled  plan  to  make  the  issue  of  such  notes  the  perma- 
nent policy  of  the  GoTernraent — to  allo^  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tieasary  to  issue,  at  his  discretion,  notes  to  be  receiv- 
ed as  canency,  and  that  the  nation  was  lobe  forced  into  a 
fiitaation  to  submit  to  it :  and  that  many  who  might  now 
be  opposed  to  such,  as  the  fixed  policy  of  the  Government, 
will  be  forced  into  a  sitnatton,  ihat,  rather  than  throw  off 
party  aUegiance,  will  submit  with  reluctance,  bat  in  si- 
lence, fie  drew  this  inference  from  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee rejected  the  amendment  which  he  had  offered,  limit- 
ing the  time  for  issuing  the  Treasury  notes  to  two  years. 
That  decision  convinced  him  that  it  is  not  intended  as  a 
measure  of  tempqrary  relief,  as  he  before  remarked,  but 
as  the  fixed  poHey  of  the  Government. 

Such  were  his  views,  sustained  by  the  vote  just  given, 
and  by  the  arguments  offered  by  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
One  gentleman,  tho  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Cambrslbno,]  maintained  that  the 
bonds  will  sell  above  par,  and  the  Government  be  depend- 
ent on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  Another  gentkeman 
from  New  York,  who  advocated  the  bill  and  opposed  the 
amendment,  said  that  they  will  be  sold  below  par.  Such 
•re  the  eonOicting  views  which  the  opponents  of  the  amend- 
ment entertain.  How  can  they  be  reconciled  1  One  says 
they  will  sell  above,  the  other,  below  par !  And  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tells  us  the 
Government  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni' 
ted  Stales,  if  disconnected  from  the  bank.  I  should  like 
hira,  or  some  other  gentleman,  entertaining  similar  views, 
to  explain  this  operation.  [Mr.  CAMBJiELEBro  here  rose 
and  said  :  If  the  amendment  should  pass,  the  only  bidder 
would  be  the  bank,  and  it  would  purchase  the  bonds  and 
would  keep  the  Treasury  just  as  it  was.  Judging  from 
what  he  had  seen,  it  would  afford  no  relief  to  the  Treasury, 
and  the  bank  would  be  the  only  purchaser  in  market] 

Mr.  JoHKSoir  said,  in  reply  to  this  statement,  he  was  as 
much  in  the  dark  os  be  was  before.  Me  could  not  com- 
prehend the  forro  of  this  reasoning.  AH  that  the  opponents 
of  the  amendment  say  is,  that  if  you  throw  the  stock  into 
the  maikel,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  buy  it. 
This  argument  has  been  fully  answered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattoit.]  If  the  bank  will  give  more 
far  the  stock  than  any  other  bidder,  why  not  let  the  bank 
have  it!  It  would  so  far  benefit  the  Government:' the 
Govemmoft  wants  money,  and  has  more  use  for  the  mo- 
ney than  for  the  bonds.  Have  those  gentlemen  the  ghost 
of  the  dead  bank  still  before  their  affrighted  imaginations  1 
And  will  it  not,  like  Banquo*s  ghost,  down  at  their  bidding! 
He  might  be  cursed  with  mental  obliquity,  but  he  would 
ask,  if  there  was  a  single  enlightened  mind  in  this  hall,  or 
«Qt  of  it,  that  could  be  influenced  by  the  arguments  which 
liave  been  urged  against  the  amendment  ?  How  the  bank 
«:ao  injure  the  Government,  if  it  should  purchase  these 
^nds,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  both  on  the  grounds  of  its 

^constitutionality  and  expediency.     But  had,   on  another 

*>>ccasion,  thrown  out  his  views,  and  would  not  repeat  them. 

The  very  able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  South  Car- 

c^jina  [Mr.  Lkoarb]  has  told  us,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the  Gov- 

^^^nment  has  power  to  issue  notes  for  a  bona  fide  purpose, 

*  -aid  with  a  bona  fide  intention  to  redeem  them.     I  must 


confess  there  is  much  obscurity  in  this  argument,  and  still 
greater  to  my  mind  in  its  application.  This  may  not  be 
the  fault  of  the  argument,  but  in  my  faculty  of  comprehen- 
sion. -What  can  be  meant  by  a  bona  fide  purpose  ?  The 
gentleman  admits  that  Government  has  no  power  to  issue 
paper  unless  prepared  to  redeem  it  in  specie.  Tn  that  sen- 
timent I  fully  concur.  But  the  omission  in  the  arguments 
of  the  gentlemen  who  urge  this  bill,  is  to  show^-Zo  prove 
how  the  Government  itdllbe  Me  to  redeem  their  notes  with 
specie.  The  truth  is,  these  gentlemen  know  that  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  redeem  their  notes  in  specie  noto,  nor  m 
six  months,  nor  in  twelve.  Hence  it  is  you  will  not  make 
them  payable  at  sight.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  al- 
low them  to  be  presented  for  payment  in  twelve  months 
after  date.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  say  they  shall 
not  bear  interest.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  say  that 
they  shall  bear  six  per  oent !  You  leave  it  all  to  specula- 
lion — all  to  chance— you  know  it  will  be  a  spurious,  not  a 
bona  fide  currency— nor  with  a  bona  fide  purpose. 

How  can  State-rights  men  reconcile  their  support  of  this 
measure  with  their  notions  of  strict  construction  1  How 
can  they  reconcile  it  to  themselves  and  to  consistency,  to 
support  a  measure  which  violates  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  by  authorizing  an  officer  of  Gov- 
ernment to  issue  paper  for  money,  which  paper  is  not  to  be 
redeemed  1  And  the  holder  of  this  paper  has  no  power  to 
coerce,  by  law,  specie  at  pleasure  from  the  Government — 
when  the  same  Government  coerces  the  very  holder  of  this 
money,  to  pay  it  only  in  gold  or  silver.  A  system  of 
greater  oppression  and  tyranny  could  not  be  easily  devised 
by  the  wit  of  man.  You  tell  the  creditors  of  the  Grovern- 
ment,  you  must  take  Treasury  notes»  or  take  nothing  I 
You  then  tell  them  you  will  not  pay  them  what  is  due 
them  for  twelve  months  thereafter ;  nor  do  you  give  them 
an  earnest  that  you  will  pay  them  then.  You  tell  them, 
in  the  meantime,  that  you  will  exact  at  the  moment  that 
any  individual  should  owe  tho  Government,  gold  or  silver; 
if  it  is  not  fonhcoming,  you  will  order  your  attorney  and 
your  marshal  to  sacrifice  their  property,  and,  peradven- 
ture,  consign  them  to  prison. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  for  every 
possible  emergency.  You  can  raise  revenues  upon  im- 
portations ;  it  Ukss  the  power  from  the  States ;  you  can 
raise  revenue  by  direct  taxation.  If  you  do  not  choose  to 
use  these  powers,  you  have  the  express,  not  implied,  power 
given  you  to  borrow  money  to  pay  your  debts,  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  Here  you  have  a  legitimate  constitutional 
source  from  which  you  can  raise  revenue  or  money.  . 

One  gentleman,  who  advocated  this  bill,  said  that  the 
power  to  authorize  Treasury  notes,  was  not  inhibited  by 
the  constitution ;  that  gentleman  has  given  a  new  reading 
to  that  instrument.  The  constitution  informs  us  that 
powers  not  given  to  Congress  by  that  instrument,  are  de- 
nied to  it ;  arc  reserved  to  the  States  and  the  people  of  the 
States ;  power  that  is  not  expressly  given  or  cleariy  im- 
plied, is  prohibited.  This  is  a  Government  of  limitations, 
of  checks,  and  balances,  and  nowhere  can  be  found  the 
authority,  under  the  constitution,  which  you  propose  to  in- 
vest to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

You  are  about  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  currency, 
which  you  are  convinced  will  fluctuate  in  the  market 
How,  then,  can  it  be  a  true  standard  and  test  of  value  3 
One  gentleman  says  that  Treasury  certificates  are  below 
par ;  another,  at  a  premium.  It  is  certain  they  cannot  be 
converted  into  specie  at  par ;  and  I  call  nothing  at  par  that 
cannot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  be  converted  into  specie. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
has  informed  the  committee  that  Treasury  certificates  fell 
as  much  as  4  per  cent,  in  one  day  in  New  York.  Is  not 
this  a  delightful  currency  that  is  subject  to  such  rapid  de- 
preciation or  appreciation  in  a  single  day  ?  This  is  the  cur- 
rency which  your  Government  sends  forth  among  the  peo- 
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pie.  The  holder  of  it  may  lose  4  per  cent,  upon  it  in  liz 
houra  after  he  receivea  it  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

This  plan  of  Government  paper  was  tried  by  the  French 
GoTernmeut,  under  the  auspices  of  the  famous  Mr.  Law, 
and  nearly  ruined  that  nation.  You  are  trying  it  now  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Mr.  Gouge,  and  will  not  be  willing  to 
abandon  it  until  you  bankrupt  half  of  the  ]ieople.  You 
lay  your  foundation  upon  issues  of  ten  millions^  and  by 
and  by  you  will  desire  to  enlarge  it  to  an  hundred  millions. 
You  refrain  from  restricting  the  Secretary,  and  may  have 
reasons  in  your  bosoms  which  you  are  unwilling  to  articu- 
late. Yes,  sir,  to  redeem  these  notes  may  create  a  pres- 
sure, and  then  you  may  think  it  adrisable  to  enlarge  the 
issue.     Such  contingencies  may  rise. 

Only  one  gentleman  [Mr.  Thomas]  who  has  advocated 
the  bill,  has  taken  the  open  and  distinct  ground,  frankly 
and  iairly  to  coU  this  measure,  in  direct  terms,  a  loan. 
He  says  that  the  Government  must  resort  to  either  an  in- 
direct or  a  direct  loan.  I  differ  with  him  in  this :  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  direct  loan,  ho  is  for  what  he  regards  an  indirect 
loan.  This  currency  which  you  propose  to  issue  will 
never  enter  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  country.  If 
you  borrow  money,  (at  the  same  time  create  a  sinking 
fund,)  and  pay  your  debts  with  it,  it  will  diffuse  itself 
through  th^  interior,  and  will  enter  into  the  general  circu- 
lation of  each  State  and  neighborhood. 

I  cannot  disabuse  my  mind  from  the  belief  that  this  is 
designed  as  the  mere  incipient  step  of  a  vast  executive 
bank.  Why  will  not  gentlemen  vote  for  the  amendment — 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  divorcing  the  Government  from 
the  people  and  the  Goverment  from  all  banks  ?  Why  not 
▼ote  for  selling  these  bonds  1 — why  keep  up  this  quasi  con- 
nexion between  the  Government  and  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  1  Are  these  bonds  to  be  kept  as  kites  hovering 
over  the  banki  are  they  to  be  held  in  ierrorem  over  the 
bank  to  prevent  it  from  enlarging  its  business,  and  relieving 
the  people  %  Are  they  to  be  kept  until  some  hoped  for 
emergcney,  when  you  can  make  a  sodden  call  on  the  bank, 
in  hopes  of  hishonoring  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad  ? 

England  restrains,  yet  fosters,  her  bank  credit.  In  this 
conntry  the  Executive  wages  a  war  of  extermination  against 
all  banks  and  the  credit  system.  One  ignorant  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  would  think,  to  hear  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  adminiatration  apeak,  that  they  are  the 
most  corrufft  people  in  the  world — that  they  could  be 
bought  up  by  banks  like  live  stocJc  in  the  market. 

All  this  is  done  for  effect— those  who  use  the  assertion 
do  not  believe  it.  Representatives  here  may  judge  of  the 
people  by  those  whom  they  represent.  I  am  willing  that 
each  representative  may  make  bis  constituents  as  corrupt 
and  corruptible  as  may  suit  his  fancy.  But  I  beg  the  rep- 
resentatives on  this  floor  not  to  lay  their  venue  in  the  dis- 
trict which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  I  deny  that 
they  can  be  bought  by  either  the  bank  or  the  Government. 
But  all  such  arguments  are  but  the  stale  cant  of  designing 
men,  whd  like  to  pander  to  vile  prejudices. 

The  greateat  temptation  under  our  Government  is  office. 
It  is  an  inherent  principle  in  human  nature  to  desire  to  be 
entrusted  with  oflice — to  have  a  little  brief  authority. 
Hence  the  great  desire  of  the  Executive  to  have  its  powers 
enlarged.  I  war  openly  against  inordinate  Executive  power. 


I  am  opposed  to  improper  Execntive  power  in  the  Fedeial 
Government.  I  have  been  and  am  opposed  to  it  in  my  own 
State.  I  have  been  consistent  if  I  have  not  been  sacceM* 
ful.  Because  it  is  in  tho  hands  of  my  own  pari^  in  Mary- 
land, I  have  not  been  convinced  that  it  wai  right  for  that 
reason.  I  have  opposed  a  miserable  edict  issued  by  the 
Executive  of  Maryland,  which  he  called  a  proclamaUon, 
and  which  did  not  contain  scarcely  one  sounii  principle  of 
republicanism — which  went  the  whole  )ength  of  denying 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  their  constitution.  And 
for  this  oppofition  I  waa  called  a  demagogue.  Yes»  sir, 
the  greatest  in  the  State,  excepting  a  colleague  on  this  floor. 

[Here  Mr.  Jonirsov  was  interru|3lted  by  Mr.  JsirinB, 
who  said  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  JoHirsos^,  was  discuss- 
ing subjects  which  were  irrelevant  to  that  onder  debate.'J 

Mr.  JoHiraoir  resumed.     He  said  that  he  was  the  last 
man  to  wound  the  tender  ears  of  his  colleague.    He  knew 
that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  delicate  nerves,  and  tender 
conscience  on  this  dubject.     That  gentleman  may  r^^on 
by  induction  ;  I  perhaps  argue  by  analogy ; — at  any  rate,  I 
will  not  desire  to  be  a  copyist  of  my  able  colleague.    But 
he  could  not  btit  express  his  surprise  that  that  gentleman 
should  call  him  to  order  for  alluding  to  a  subject  which  thai 
honorable  gentleman  discussed  at  great  length  in  this  hall 
at  the  last  session.     Yes,  sir,  the  only  speech  wlych  I  have 
ever  seen  printed  of  my  honorable  colleague,  was  a  speech 
he  made  against  reform  in  Maryland ;  which  may  account, 
very  rationally,  why  that  question  is  so  much  stronger  in 
Maryland  since.     And  if  he  will  favor  this  House  with 
another,  I  will  promise  to  listen  with  much  less  disquietude 
than  that  gentleman  has  evinced.     I  may  imitate  him  in 
one  respect,  and,  perhaps,  I  may  be  speaking  now  aa  the 
gentleman  was  speaking  then,  for   kanie  consumption. 
[Confusion   and   great  laughter.      The  Chair  called  the 
House  to  order,  and  begged  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
to  confine  his  remarks  to  the  subject  under  discussion.] 
Mr.  JoHxsoif  resumed.     You  are  correct,  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  calling  the  House  and  myself  to  ordcr^and  in  calling 
the  House  to  order  first— for  there  is  more  disorder  with 
the  House  than  with  myself.     [^Etenewed  laughter  and  ex- 
citement.]    But  I  will  relieve  the  house  and  you,  Mr. 
Chairman.     This  is  mere  episode.      I  wish  to  see  reform 
triumph  in  Maryland,  and  I  wiah  to  see  it  triumph  in 
Washington,  and  there  is  great  necessity  for  it  in  both 
cases.     And  hence  it  is  that  I  oppose  the  bill  on  the  uble; 
for  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment.    If  the 
bank  is  the  horrid  monster  you  say  it  is/  why  not  divorce 
yourselves  from  it.     If  it  is  as  vile  and  carrupt  as  you  say 
it  is,  why  do  you  insist  upon  the  connexion  1     I  ^«b  lbs 
bonds  to  be  sold  to  benefit  the  emergencies  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; also  that  gentlemen  may  rest  upon  their  pillows, 
so  that  this  spectre  bank  may  no  longer  haunt  their  Im- 
aginations. 

I  have  another  objection  to  the  bill.  No  time  is  speci- 
fied for  issuing  these  Treasury  notes ;  he  may  issue  put 
this  year,  part  the  next;  his  discretion  is  to  be  the  only 
law.  You  give  him  the  power  also  to  eflfeet  loans  if  he 
cannot  redeem  the  Treasury  notes.  In  other  words»  you 
give  the  Secretary  all  tho  legislative  power  which  yon  pos- 
sess onder  the  constitution,  and  yoa  give  him  power  to  do 
that  which,  under  the  constitution,  Congrass  has  no  power 
to  do. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   THE   U.   STATES, 

TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  CONORfiSS,  SEPTEMBER  5,  1837. 

Fillow^tizens  ofiht  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
The  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  regulating  the  de- 
P')sites  of  the  public  money,  and  directing  the  employment 
of  State,  District,  and  Territorial  banks  for  that  purpose, 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretalry  of  the  Treasury  to  dis- 
continue the  use  of  such  of  them  as  should  at  any  time 
refase  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  and  to  substitute 
oiher  banks,  provided  a  sufficient  number  could  be  obtained 
U)  receive  the  public  deposites  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
lioos  therein  prescribed.  The  general  and  almost  simuU 
uiaeous  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
May  last,  rendered  the  performance  of  his  duty  impera- 
tive, in  respect  to  those  which  had  been  selected  under 
the  act ;  and  made  it^  at  the  same  time,  impracticable  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  others,  upon  the  pre- 
scnOed  conditions.  The  specific  regulations  established 
by  Cong'ress  for  the  deposile  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  having  tnus  unexpectedly  become  inope- 
raiire,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  afford  you  an  early  op- 
portunity for  the  exercise  of  your  supervisory  powers  over 
the  subject. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie paymejdts,  increasing  the  embarrassments  before  exist- 
ing: m  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country,  would  so  far  di- 
miniib  the  public  revenue,  that  the  accruing  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  would  not,  with  the  reserved  five  millions,  be 
sutficient  to  defray  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  usual  period  for  the  meeting  of  Congrress; 
whilst  the  authority  to  call  upon  the  States,  for  a  portion 
of  the  sums  deposited  with  them,  was  too  restrictea  to  en- 
able the  Department  to  realize  a  sufficient  amount  from  that 
vwTce,  These  apprehensions  have  been  justified  by  sub- 
sequent results,  wnich  render  it  certain  that  this  deficiency 
^iti  occur,  if  additional  means  be  not  provided  by  Con- 
Sr«ss. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  interest, 
vn  meeting  their  engagements,  induced  them  to  apply  to 
>ne,  previously  to  the  actual  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
f^r  indulgence  upon  their  bonds  for  duties;  and  all  the  re- 
lief authorized  by  law  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  grant- 
ed' The  depenaance  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  avails  of 
t^^ese  bonds,  to  enable  it  to  make  the  deposites  with  the 
Stales  required  by  law,  led  me  in  the  outset  to  limit  this 
I'idulgence  to  the  first  of  September,  but  it  has  since  been 
attended  Co  the  first  of  October,  that  the  matter  might  be 
submitted  to  your  further  direction. 

Q^uestiona  were  also  expected  to  arise  in  the  recess  in 
"esp^^t  to  the  October  instalment  of  those  deposites,  re- 
q'jiring  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

A  provision  of  another  act,  passed  about  the  same  time, 
^^^  intended  to  secure  a  faithful  compliance  with  the  ob- 
^?aiion  of  the  United  States  to  satisfy  all  demands  up- 
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on  them  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  prohibited  the  offer  of 
any  bank  note,  not  convertible  on  the  spot  into  gold  or 
silver  at  the  wfll  of  the  holder ;  and  the  ability  of  the 
Government,  with  millions  on  deposite,  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements in  the  manner  thus  required  by  law,  was  ren- 
dered very  doubtful  by  tlie  event  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  unexpected 
exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  Confess;  convinced 
that  some  of  them  would  be  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  public  service,  before  the  regular  period  of  your  meet- 
ing^ and  desirous  also  to  enable  you  to  exercise,  at  the 
earliest  moment,  your  full  constitutional  powers  for  the 
relief  of  the  country,  I  could  not,  with  nropriety,  avoid 
subjecting  you  to  the  inconvenience  of  assembling  at  aa 
early  a  day  as  the  state  of  the  popular  representation 
would  permit.  I  am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to 
your  feelings,  in  believing;  that  this  inconvenience  will  be 
cheerfully  encountered,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your 
meeting  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion  tnrougb  which 
we  have  just  passed,  much  acrimonious  discussion  arose, 
and  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as  to  its  real  causes. 
This  was  not  surprising.  The  operations  of  credit  are  so 
diversified,  and  the  influences  which  affect  them  so  nume* 
rous,  and  often  so  subtle,  that  even  impartial  and  well 'in- 
formed persons  are  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect  to 
them.  To  inherent  difficulties  were  also  added  other  ten- 
dencies, which  were  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  discov- 
ery of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
who  disapproved  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  the  currency,  woula,  in  the  excited  state  of  public  feel- 
ing produced  by  the  occasion,  fail  to  attribute  to  that  policy 
any  extensive  embarrassment  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the 
country.  The  matter  thus  became  connected  with  the 
passions  and  conflicts  of  party;  opinions  were  more  or 
less  affected  by  political  considerations;  and  differences 
were  prolonged  which  might  otherwise  have  been  deter- 
mined by  an  appeal  to  facts,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or 
by  mutual  concession.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection 
that  circumstances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a  com- 
munity so  intelligent  as  ours  from  ultimately  arriving  at 
correct  conclusions.  Encouraged  by  the  firm  belief  ofthia 
truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  so  far  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  remedies  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  propose,  and  of  the  reasons  by  which  I  have  been  led 
to  recommend  them. 

The  history  of  trade. in  the  United  States  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years  affords  the  most  convincing  evidence  that 
our  present  condition  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  over-action 
in  all  the  departments  of  business ;  an  over-action  deriving, 

{>erhaps,  its  first  inpulsesfrom  antecedent  causes,  but  stimu- 
ated  to  its  destructive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  and  by  other  facilities  for  the  acquisition  and 
enlargement  of  credit.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1834,  the  banking  capital  of  the  United  States,  including 
that  of  the  national  bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  the  bank  notes  then  in  cir- 
culation to  about  ninety-five  millions ;  and  the  loans  and 
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discounts  of  the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
millions.  Between  that  time  and  the  first  of  January,  1836, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have 
been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased  to  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions ;  our  paper  circu- 
lation to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions;  and  the 
loans  and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  millions.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  be  added  the 
many  millions  of  credit,  acquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans, 
contracted  by  the  States  and  State  institutions,  and,  above 
all,  by  the  lavish  accommodations  extended  by  foreign  deal- 
ers to  our  merchants. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and  of 
the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation  engendered  by  it,  were 
a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  estimated  in 
March  last  at  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars  ;  the 
extension  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our  country  of  cred- 
its for  supplies,  greatly  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people ; 
the  investment  of  thirty-nme  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  unproductive  public  lands,  in  the  years  1835  and 
1836,  whilst  in  the  preceding  year  the  sales  amounted  to 
only  four  and  a  half  millions ;  the  cieation  of  debts,  to 
an  almost  countless  amotD;\t,  for  real  estate  in  existing  or 
anticipated  cities  and  villages,  equally  unproductive,  and 
at  prices  now  seen  to  have  been  greatly  disproportionate 
to  their  real  value ;  the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  in 
improvements  which,  in  many  cases,  have  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  improvident ;  the  diversion  to  other  pursuits 
of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  been  applied  to  >g- 
.rifukure,  thereby  contributing  to  the  expenditure  of  large 
'sums  in  tlie importation  of  grain  from  Europe — an  expen- 
diture which,  amounting  in  1834  to  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  was,  in  the  first  two  quarters 
of  the  present  vear,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of 
dpllars ;  and,  nnally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  classes,  and  especially 
in  our  great  commercial  towns,  of  luxurious  habits^  found- 
ed too  often  on  merely  fancied  wealth,  and  detrimental 
alike  to  the  industry,  the  resources,  and  the  morals  of  our 
people. 

It  was  80  impossible  that  such  a  state  of  things  could 
lon^  continue,  that  the  prospect  of  revulsion  was  present 
to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before  it  actually  came. 
None,  however,  had  correctly  anticipated  its  severity.  A 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  inadec[uate  of  themselves  to 
produce  such  widespread  and  calamitous  embarrassments, 
tended  so  greatly  to  ag^avate  them,  that  they  cannot  be 
overlooked  in  considering  their  history.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  loss  of 
capital  sustained  by  our  commercial  emporium  in  the  fire 
of  December,  1835 — a  loss,  the  effects  of  which  were  un- 
derrated at  the  time,  because  postponed  for  a  season  by 
the  great  facilities  of  credit  then  existing;  the  disturb- 
ing elfectf],  in  our  commercial  cities,  of  the  transfers  of 
the  public  moneys  required  by  the  deposite  law  of  June, 
1836;  and  the  measures  adopted  by  the  foreign  creditors  of 
our  merdiants  to  reduce  their  debts,  and  to  withdraw  from 
the  United  States  a  large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  heretofore 
h«Lve  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  cliief  instrumental- 
ity in  producing  the  present  state  of  things,  the  devel- 
opments subsequently  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of 
other  commercial  countries,  must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  dis- 
pel all  remaining  doubts  upon  the  subject.  It  has  since 
appeired  that  evils,  similar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves, 
have  been  experienced  in  GreatBritain,on  thecontinent,and, 
indeed,  throughout  the  commercial  world ;  and  that  in  other 
countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  they  have  been  uniform- 
ly preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement  of  the  boundaries-of 
trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by  unprecedented  expansions 
of  the  systems  of  credit.  A  reference  to  the  amount  of 
blinking  capital,  and  the  issues  of  paper  credit  put  in  cir- 
culation in  Great  Britain,  by  banks,  and  in  otJier  ways, 
during  the  years  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  will  show  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  paper  currency  thore,  as  much  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  real  A  ants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States. 
With  this  redundancy  of  the  paper  currency,  there  arose 
in  that  country  also  a  spirit  of  adventurous  speculation, 


embracing  the  whole  range  of  human  enterprise.  Aid  wu 
profusely  given  to  projected  improvements ;  large  invest- 
ments were  made  in  foreign  stocks  and  loans ;  credits  for 
^oods  were  granted  with  unbounded  liberality  to  merchants 
m  foreign  countries ;  and  all  the  means  of  acquiring  and 
employing  credit  were  put  in  active  operation,  and  extend- 
ed in  tneir  eflects  to  every  dM)artment  of  business,  and  to 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  reaction  was  proportioned 
in  its  violence  to  the  extraordinary  character  of  the  evenu 
which  preceded  it.  The  commercial  community  of  Great 
Britain  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  difliculties,  and  their 
debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  suddenly  deprived  , 
of  accustomed  and  expected  credits,  but  called  upon  for 
payments,  which,  in  the  actual  posture  of  things  here, 
could  only  be  made  tlirough  a  general  pressure,  and  at  the 
most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem  impossible  for  sin- 
cere inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the 
causes  of  the  revulsion  in  both  countries  have  been  sub- 
stantially the  same.  Two  nations,  the  most  commercial  ia 
the  world,  enjoying  but  recently  the  highest  degree  of  ap- 
parent prosperity,  and  maintaining  with  eacii  other  the  clo- 
sest relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
and  without  any  great  national  disaster,  arrested  in  their 
career,  and  plunged  into  a  state  of  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress. In. both  countries,  we  have  witnessed  the  same  re^ 
dundancy  of  paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ; 
the  same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  successes; 
the  Same  aifficulties  and  reverses ;  and,  at  lengthy  neasly 
the  same  overwhelming  catastrophe.  The  most  material 
difference  between  the  results  in  the  twocouatrics  has  only 
been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  occurred  an  extensive  de- 
rangement in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks. 

The  history  of  these  causes  and  effeets  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  is  substantially  the  history  of  the 
revulsion  in  all  other  commercial  countries. 

The  present  and  visible  effecu  of  these  circumstances  on 
the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  on  the  industry  of 
the  people,  point  out  the  objects  which  call  for  your  im- 
mediate attention. 

They  are — to  regulate  by  law  the  safe  keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate  the 
funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Government ;  to  ena- 
ble the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly  every  demand  upon  it ; 
to  prescribe  the  terms  of  indulgence,  and  the  mode  of  set- 
tlement to  be  adopted,  as  well  in  collecting  fmoi  individu- 
als the  revenue  thai  has  accrued,  aa  in  withdrawiDe  it 
from  former  depositories;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  fur- 
ther measures,  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Con- 
gress, as  will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the  enterprise, 
and  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

For  the  deposite,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  reve- 
nue, National  and  State  banks  have  always,  with  tempora- 
ry and  limited  exceptions,  been  heretofore  employed  ;  but, 
although  advocates  of  each  system  are  still  to  be  found,  it 
is  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  last  few  months  have 
greatly  augmented  the  desire,  long  existing  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or  corporations. 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemnly  and 
unequivocally  expressed.  On  no  question  of  domestic  jw- 
licy  is  there  stroneer  evidence  that  the  sentiments  of  a 
large  majority  are  deliberately  fixed  ;  and  I  cannot  concur 
with  those  who  think  they  see,  in  recent  eyentd,  a  proof 
that  these  sentiments  are,  or  a  reason  that  they  should  be, 
changed. 

Events,  similar  in  their  origin  and  character,  have  here- 
tofore frequently  occurred,  without  producing  any  such 
change;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  must  be  forgotten,  if 
we  suppose  that  the  present  overthrow  of  cre^t  would 
have  been  prevented  by  the  existence  of  a  national  bank. 
Proneness  to  excessive  issues  has  ever  been  the  vice  of  the 
banking  system ;  a  vice  as  prominent  in  national  as  in 
State  institutions.  This  propensity  is  as  subservient  to 
the  advancement  of  private  interests  in  the  one  as  in  the 
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other;  and  those  who  direct  them  both,  being  principally 
g[uided  by  the  same  views,  and  influenced  by  the  same  mo- 
tives, Tvifl  be  equally  ready  to  stimulate  toe)?^ravA^ance  of 
enterprise  by  improvidence  of  credit.  How  strikingly  is 
this  coQclusioQ  sustained  by  experience!  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  vast  powers  conferred  on  it  by 
Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent  former  and  similar 
embarrassments;  nor  has  the  still  greater  strength  it  has 
been  said  to  possess  under  its  present  charter,  enabled  it, 
in  the  existing  emergency,  to  check  other  institutions,  or 
even  to  save  itself.  In  Great  Britain,  where,  it  has  been 
seen,  tiie  sanic  causes  have  been  attended  with  the  same 
effects,  a  national  bank,  possessing  powers  far  greater  than 
are  asked  for  by  the  warmest  advocates  of  such  an  institu- 
tion here,  has  also  proved  unable  to  prevent  an  undue  ex- 
ransion  of  credit,  and  the  evils  that  now  from  it.  Nor  can 
find  any  tenable  ground  for  the  re-establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  in  the  derangement  alleged  at  present  to  exist 
in  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities 
it  may  be  capable  of  affording  them.  Although  advantages 
of  this  sort  were  anticipated  when  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  created,  they  were  regarded  as  an  inci- 
dental aceommodation;  not  one  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment was  bound,  or  could  be  called  upon,  to  furnish. 
This  accommodation  is  now,  indeed,  afler  the  lapse  of  not 
many  yeara,  demanded  from  it  as  among  its  first  duties, 
and  an  omission  to  aid  and  regulate  commercial  exchange 
is  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serious  complaint.  Such 
results  only  serve  to  exemplify  the  constant  desire,  among 
some  of  our  citizens,  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  extend  its  control  to  subjects  with  which  it 
should  not  interfere.  They  can  never  justify  the  creation 
of  an  institution  to  promote  such  objects.  On  Uie  contra- 
ry, iJhey  justly  excite  among  the  community;  a  more  dili- 
gent inquir]^  into  the  character  of  those  operations  of  trade, 
towards  which  it  is  desired  to  extend  sucn  peculiar  favors. 
The  various  transactions  which  bear  the  name  of  do- 
mestic exchanges,  differ  essentially  in  their  nature,  opera- 
tion, and  usiliiy.  One  class  of  them  consists  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  actu:\l  capi- 
tal from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  or  to  antici- 
pite  the  proceeds  of  property  actually  transmitted.  Bills 
of  this  description  are  highly  useful  in  the  movements  of 
trade,  and  well  deserve  all  the  encouragement  which  can 
rightfully  be  given  to  them.  Another  class  is  made  up 
of  bills  of  exchange,  not  drawn  to  transfer  actual  capital, 
nor  on  the  credit  of  property  transmitted,  but  to  create  fic- 
titious capital,  partaking  at  once  of  the  character  of  notes 
discountea  in  bank,  and  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  ond 
swelling  the  mass  of  paper  credits  to  a  vast  extent,  in  the 
most  objectionable  manner.  These  bills  have  formed,  for 
the  last  few  y^ears,  a  large  proportion  of  what  are  termed 
the  domestic  exchanges  or  the  country,  serving  as  the 
means  of  usurious  profit,  and  constituting  the  most  unsafe 
and  precarious  paper  in  circulation.  This  species  of  traffic, 
iustc^  of  being  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by 
Uie  Grovernment  and  the  people. 

In  transferring  its  funds  from  place  to  place,  the  Gov- 
ernment is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  private  citizen, 
and  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means.  It  may  do  bo 
tbroogh  the  medium  of  bills  drawn  by  itself,  or  purchased 
f»om  others ;  and  in  these  operations  it  may,  in  a  manner 
undoubtedly  constitutional  and  legitimate,  facilitate  and 
assist  exchanges  of  individuols  founded  on  real  transac- 
tions of  tnide.  The  extent  to  which  this  may  be  done, 
and  (he  best  means  of  efifecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  full- 
est consideration.  This  has  been  bestowed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  his  views  will  be  submitted  to 
you  in  his  report. 

But  it  was  not  designed  by  the  constitution  that  the 
Government  should  assume  the  management  of  domestic 
or  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  authorized  to  regulate 
bylaw  the  commerce  between  the  States,  and  to  provide  a 
general  standard  of  value,  or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold 
ftnd^lver;  but  it  is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in 
the  transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  than  through  the  fa- 
cilities afforded  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  As  justly 
might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of 


their  merchandise.  These  are  operations  of  trade.  They 
ought  to  be  conducted  by  those  who  are  interested  in  them» 
in  the  same  manner  that  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other 
pursuits  are  encountered  by  other  classes  of  citizens.  Such 
aid  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  other  countries. 
Throughout  Europe,  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  foreign 
exchanges  are  carried  on  by  private  houses,  often,  if  not 
generally,  witiiout  tlie  assistance  of  banks.  Yet  they  ex- 
tend throughout  distinct  sovereignties,  and  far  exceed  in 
amount  the  real  exchanges  of  the  United  States.  There 
is  no  reason  why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  in  the 
same  manner,  with  equal  cheapness  and  safety.  Certainly 
this  might  be  accomplished,  if  it  were  favored  by  those 
most  deeply  interested;  and  few  can  doubt  that  their  own 
interest,  as  well  as  the  general  welfare  of  the  country, 
would  be  promoted  by  leavine  such  a  subject  in  the  hands 
of  those  to  whom  it  properly  helongs.  A  systenri  founded 
on  private  interest,  enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the 
aid  of  legislative  grants  or  regulations  by  law,  would  rap- 
idly prosper;  it  would  be  free  from  the  influence  of  political 
agUation,and  extend  the  samq  exemption  to  trade  itself;  and 
it  would  put  an  end  to  those  complaints  of  neglect,  par* 
tiality,  irgustice,  and  oppression,  which  are  the  unavoidable 
results  of  interference  by  the  Government  in  the  proper 
concerns  of  individuals.  All  former  attempts  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  carry  its  legislation,  in  this  respect, 
further  than  was  designed  by  the  constitution,  have  in  the 
end  proved  injurious,  and  have  served  only  to  convince  the 

treat  body  of  the  people,  more  and  more,  of  the  certain 
angers  of  blending  private  interests  with  the  operations  of  ^ 
public  business;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
repetition  of  them  now  would  be  more  successful. 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  there  exists,  in  our  commu- 
nity, opinions  and  feelinfs  on  this  subject  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  each  other.  A  large  portion  of  them,  combining 
great  intelligence,  activity,  and  influence,  are  no  doubt  sin- 
cere in  their  belief  that  tie  operations  of  trade  ought  to 
be  assisted  by  such  a  connexion ;  they  regard  a  national 
bank  as  necessary  for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  disinclin- 
ed to  every  measure  that  does  not  tend,  sooner  or  later,  to 
the  establishment  of  such  an  institution.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  majority  of  the  people  are  believed  to  be  irrecon- 
cilably opposed  to  that  measure :  they  consider  such  a 
concentration  of  power  dangerous  to  tiieir  liberties ;  and 
many  of  them  regard  it  as  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
This  collision  of  opinion  has,  doubtless,  caused  much  of 
the  embarrassment  to  which  the  commercial  transactions 
of  the  country  have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  has 
become  a  pohtical  topic  of  the  highest  interest,  and  trade 
'has  suffered  in  the  conflict  of  parties.  A  speedy  termina- 
tion of  this  state  of  things,  however  desirable,  is  scarcely 
to  be  expected.  We  have  seen  for  nearly  half  a  century 
that  those  who  advocate  a  national  bank,  "by  whatever  mo- 
tive they  may  be  influenced,  -constitute  a  portion  of  our 
community  too  numeious  to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  early 
abandonment  of  their  favorite  plan.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  must  indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence and  temper  of  the  American  people,  who  suppose 
that  tliey  have  continued,  on  slight  or  insufiicient  grounds, 
their  persevering  opposition  to  such  an  institution  ;  or  that 
they  can  be  induced  by  pecuniary  pressure,  or  by  any 
other  combination  of  circumstances,  to  surrender  principles 
they  have  so  long  and  so  inflexibly  maintained. 

My  own  views  of  the  subject  are  unchanged.  They 
have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  announced  to  my 
fellow -citizens ;  who,  with  full  knowledge  of  them,  confer- 
red upon  me  the  two  highest  offices  of  the  Government.  On 
the  last  of  these  occasions,  I  felt  it  due  to  the  people  to  ap- 
prize them,  distinctly,  that,  in  the  event  of  my  election,  I 
would  not  be  able  to  co-operate  in  the  re-establishment  of 
a  national  bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to 
add  the  expression  of  an  increased  conviction,  that  the  re- 
establishment  of  sudi  a  bank,  in  any  form,  whilst  it  would 
not  accomplish  the  beneficial  purpose  promised  by  its  ad- 
vocates, would  impair  the  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popu- 
lar will ;  injure  the  character  and  diminish  the  influence  of 
our  political  system ;  and  bring  once  more  into  existence  a 
concentrated  moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  spirit,-  and 
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threaieninc  the  permanency,  of  our  republican  instiiutions. 
Local  batiks  have  been  employed  lor  the  deposite  and 
distribution  of  the  revenue,  at  all  times  partially,  and,  on 
three  different  occasions,  exclusively  :  first,  anterior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
secondly,  in  the  interval  between  the  termination  of  that 
institution  and  the  charter  of  its  successor ;  and,  thirdly, 
during  the  limited  period  which  has  now  so  abraptly  clos- 
ed. The  connexion  thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved 
unsatisfactory  on  each  successive  occasion,  notwithstand- 
ing ihe  various  measures  which  were  adopted  to  facilitate 
or  msure  its  success.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the  year 
1833,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was  guarded 
especially  in  every  way  which  experience  and  caution 
could  suggest.  Personal  security  was  required  for  the 
safe-keepmg  and  prompt  payment  of  the  moneys  to  be 
received,  and  full  returns  or  their  condition  were,  from 
time  to  tim9,  to  be  made  by  the  depositories.  In  the  first 
stages  the  measure  was  eminently  successful,  notwith- 
standing the  violent  opposition  of  tJie  Bank  of  the  United 
{States,  and  the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  overthrow  it. 
The  selected  banks  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
an^  embarrassment  to  themselves  or  to  the  community, 
.  their  engagements  to  the  Government;  and  the  system  pro- 
mised to  be  permanently  useful.  But  when  it  became  ne- 
cessary, umJer  the  act  of  June,  1836,  to  withdraw  from 
them  the  public  money,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  in 
additional  institutions,  or  of  transferring  it  to  the  States, 
they  foun4«it,  in  many  cases,  inconvenient  to  comply  with 
the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  and  numerous  and  pressing 
applications  were  made  for  indulgence  or  relief.  As  the 
.  instalments  under  the  deposite  law  became  payable,  their 
own  embarrassments,  ana  the  necessity  under  which  they 
lay  of  curtailing  their  discounts  and  calling  in  their  debts, 
increased  the  general  distress,  and  contributed,  with  other 
causes,  to  hasten  the  revulsion  in  which,  at  length,  they, 
in  common  with  the  other  banks,  were  fatally  involved. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  our  solemn  duty 
to  inquire  whether  there  are  not,  in  any  connexion  between 
the  Crovemment  and  banks  of  issue,  evils  of  great  magni- 
tude, inherent  in  its  very  nature,  and  against  which  no  pre- 
cautions can  effectually  guard. 

Unforeseen  in  the  organization  of  the  Government,  and 
forced  on  the  Treasury  by  early  necessities,  the  practice  of 
employing  banks  was,  in  truth,  from  the  beginning,  more  a 
measure  of  emergency  than  of  sound  policy.  When  we 
started  into  existence  as  a  nation,  in  addition  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  new  Government,  we  assumed  all  the  larger  but 
honorable  load  of  debt  which  was  tlie  price  of  our  liberty; 
but  we  hesitated  to  weigh  down  the  infant  industry  of  the 
country  by  resorting  to  adequate  taxation  for  the  neces- 
sary revenue.  The  facilities  of  banks  in  return  for  the 
privileges  they  acquired,  were  promptly  offered,  and  per- 
haps too  readily  received,  by  an  embarrassed  Treasury. 
During  the  long  continuance  of  a  national  debt,  and  the 
intervening  difiicultiesof  a  foreign  war,  the  connexion  was 
continued  from  motives  of  convenience  ;  but  these  causes 
have  lonz  since  passed  away.  We  have  no  emergencies 
that  make  banks  necessary  to  aid  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury;  we  have  no  loacfof  national  debt  to  provide 
for,  and  we  have  on  actual  deposite  a  large  surplus.  No 
public  interest,  therefore,  now  requires  the  renewal  of  a 
connexion  that  circumstances  have  dissolved.  The  com- 
plete organization  of  our  Government,  the  abundance  of 
our  I'esources,  the  general  harmony  which  prevails  between 
the  different  Slates,  and  with  foreign  Powers — all  enable  us 
now  to  select  the  system  most  consistent  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare.  Should 
we,  then,  connect  the  Treasury  for  a  fourth  time  with  the 
local  banks,  it  can  only  be  under  a  conviction  that  past  fail- 
ures have  arisen  from  accidental,  not  inherent  defects. 

A  danger,  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  be  avoided  in 
such  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evident  in  the 
very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been  defeated.  A  sudden 
act  of  the  banks  intrusted  with  the  funds  of  the  people, 
deprives  the  Treasury,  without  fault  or  agency  of  the 
Government,  of  the  ability  to  pay  its  creditors  in  the  cur- 
rency they  have  by  law  a  right  to  demand.    This  circum- 


stance no  fluctuation  of  commerce  could  have  produeedjif 
the  public  revenue  had  been  collected  in  the  legal  currency, 
and  kept  in  that  form  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury. 
The  citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  received  it  bscK, 
since  the  suspension,  at  a  sacrifice  in  its  amount ;  whilst 
he  who  kept  it  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country,  and  in 
his  own  possession,  pursues,  without  loss,  the  curreoi  of 
his  business.  The  Government,  placed  in  the  situation  of 
the  former,  is  involved  in  embarrassments  it  could  not  hare 
suffered  had  it  pursued  the  course  of  the  latter.  These 
embarrassments  are,  moreover,  augmented'  by-  those  sain- 
tary  and  just  laws  which  forbid  it  to  use  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency, and,  by  so  doing,  take  from  the  Government  tbft 
ability  which  individuals  have  of  accommodatiog  their 
transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe* 

A  system  which  can,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when 
there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  by,  thus  suddenly  prevent  the 
application  and  the  use  of  the  money  of  the  people,  in  the 
manner  and  for  the  objects  they  have  directed,  cannot  be 
wise ;  but  who  can  think,  without  painful  reflection,  that, 
under  it,  the  same  unforeseen  events  might  have  befiilien 
us  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  the  moment 
when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  very  means  which 
were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national  welfare  and 
guard  9ur  national  rights  7  I'o  such  embarrassmenU  and 
to  such  dangers  will  Uiis  Government  be  always  exposed, 
whilst  it  takes  the  moneys  raised  for,  and  necessary  to,  the 
public  service,  out  of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and 
converts  them  into  a  mere  right  of  action  against  corpora- 
tions  intrusted  witli  the  possession  of  them.  Nor  can  such 
results  be  ef]lectually  guarded  against  in  such  a  system, 
without  investing  the  Executive  with  a  control  over  the 
banks  themselves,  whether  State  or  national,  that  miglit 
with  reason  be  objected  to.  Ours  is,  probably,  the  only 
Government  in  the  world  that  is  liable,  m  the  management 
of  its  fiscal  concerns,  to  occurrences  like  these.  But  this 
imminent  risk  is  not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  the  sur- 
render of  the  public  money  to  the  custody  and  conuol  of 
local  corporations.  Though  the  object  is  aid  tv  the  Treab- 
ury,  its  effect  may  be  to  introduce  into  the  operations  of 
the  Government  influences  the  most  subtle,  founded  on 
interests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the  money 
deposited  with  them,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  commencement  of  this  connexion.  Tbe 
money  received  from  the  people,  instead  of  being  kepi  till 
it  is  needed  for  their  use,  is,  in  consequence  of  this  aulhorily, 
a  fund,  on  which  discounts  are  made  for  the  profit  of  tlnw* 
who  happen  to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the  banks  selected  ai 
depositories.  The  supposed  and  oflen  exaggerated  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  boon  will  always  cause  it  to  be  sfwglu 
for  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  consider  on  whom  ihc 
patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  conferred;  whether  the 
selection  and  control  be  trusted  to  Congress  or  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, either  will  be  subjected  to  appeals  made  in  erery 
form  which  the  sagacity  of  interest  can  suggest.  Th« 
banks,  under  such  a  system,  are  stimulated  to  makethe  most 
of  their  fortunate  acquisition ;  the  deposites  arc  treated  as 
an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  arc  rashly 
augmented,  and,  when  the  public  exigencies  require  a  rt- 
turti,  it  is  attended  with  embarrassments  not  provided  for, 
nor  foreseen.  Thus  bank?  that  thought  themselves  most 
fortunate  whfen  the  public  funds  were  received,  find  ihtro- 
selvcs  most  embarrassed  when  the  season  of  payment  sud- 
denly arrives. 

Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  arc  not  iiinit- 
ed  to  the  banks.  It  stimulates  a  general  rashness  p(  eii- 
terprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of  commerce ?»» 
the  currency.  This  result  was  strikingly  exhibited  during 
the  late  operations  of  the  deposite  system,  and  cspeciaJiyin 
the  purchases  of  public  lands.  The  order  which  ultinwuiy 
directed  the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such  purchases 
greatly  checked,  but  would  not  altogether  prevent,  the  c^i- 
Specie  was  indeed  more  difficult  to  be  procured  Uian  tne 
notes  which  the  banks  could  themselves  create  at  pleslurf ; 
but  stilljbeing  obtained  from  thenr?as  a  loan,  and  returiietios 
a  deposite,  which  they  were  a^ain  nt  liberty  to  use,  ii  only 
passed  round  the  circle  with  diminished  speed.    This  op<- 
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ration  oould  not  have  been  performed,  had  the  funds  of  the 
Grof eminent  gone  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  regularly  dis- 
bursed, and  not  into  banks,  to  be  loaned  out  for  their  own 
profit,  while  they  were  permitted  to  substitute  for  it  a 
credit  in  account. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments,  I  desire  not  to  under- 
value the  benefits  of  a  salutary  credit  to  any  branch  of  en- 
terprise. The  credit  bestowed  on  probity  and  industry  is 
the  just  reward  of  merit,  and  an  honorable  incentire  to  fur- 
ther acquisition.  None  oppose  it  who  love  their  country 
aod  understand  its  welfare.  But  when  it  is  unduly  cncou- 
TBged — when  it  is  made  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  the 
temptations  of  sudden  and  unsubstantial  wealth — when  it 
tUTDS  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to  disap- 
pointment and  distress — it  becomes  liable  to  censure,  and 
needs  correction.  Far  from  helping  probity  and  industry, 
the  ruin  to  which  it  leads  falls  most  severely  on  the  great 
laboring  classes,  who  are  thrown  suddenly  ou:  of  employ- 
ment, and,  by  the  failure  o£r  magnificent  schemes  never  m- 
tended  to  enrich  them,  are  deprived  in  a  moment  of  their 
only  resource.  Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in  specula- 
tion will  happen  in  despite  of  the  most  salutary  laws;  no 
Government,  perhaps,  can  altogether  prevent  them;  but 
surely  every  Government  can  retrain  from  contributing  the 
stimulus  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to  lend  the 
public  money  to  the  local  banks  is  hazardous  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  at  least  of  doubtful  benefit  to  the 
institutions  themselves,  and  productive  of  disastrous  de- 
raagement  in  the  business  and  currency  of  the  country,  is 
it  the  part  of  wisdom  again  to  renew  the  connexion? 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  is  in  many  respects  con- 
venient to  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  not  indispensable.  A 
limitation  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  its  actual 
want8»  and  of  the  revenue  to  those  expenses,  with  conve- 
nient means  for  its  prompt  application  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  raised,  are  the  objects  which  we  should  seek 
to  accomplish.  The  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
well  managed  by  officers  of  the  Government.  Its  col- 
lection, and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursement  also,  have 
indeed  been  hitherto  conducted  solely  by  them ;  neither 
national  nor  State  banks,  when  employee!,  being  required 
to  do  more  than  keep  it  safely  while  in  their  custody, 
and  transfer  and  pay  it  in  sucff  portions  and  at  such  times 
as  the  Treasury  shall  direct. 

Surely  bonks  are  not  more  able  than  tlie  Government 
to  secure  the  money  in  their  possession  against  accident, 
violence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  that  they  are  so,  must 
assume  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is  stronger  than  a  vault  in 
the  Treasury ;  and  tliat  directors,  casliiers,  and  clerks, 
not  selected  by  the  Government,  nor  under  its  control,  are 
more  worthy  of  confidence  than  officers  selected  from  the 
people  and  responsible  to  the  Government ;  officers  bound 
»>y  ofliciai  oaths  and  bonds  for  a  faithful  performance  of 
their  duties,  and  constantly  subject  to  the  superviaion  of 
Congress. 

The  difficulties  of  trjinsfer,  and  the  aid  heretofore  ren- 
dered by  banks,  have  been  less  than  is  usually  supposed. 
The  actual  acctmnts  show  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of 
payments  is  made  wiiliin  short  or  convenient  distances 
from  the  places  of  collection  ;  and  the  whole  number  of 
wsLrranU  issued  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1834 — a  year, 
the  results  of  which  will,  it  is  believed,  afford  a  safe  test  for 
the  future— fell  short  of  five  thousand,  or  an  averaffo  of 
less  than  one  daily  for  cadi  State  ;  in  the  city  of  Wew 
York  they  did  not  average  more  than  two  a  day,  and  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover,  daily 
lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  ched])nes8  and  facility  of 
communication;  and  it  may  be  asserted  with  confidence, 
thit  the  necessary  transfers,  as  well  as  the  safe-keeping 
and  disbutsementa  of  the  public  moneys,  can  be  with  safe- 
Iv  and  convenience  accomplished  thi-ough  tlio  agencies  of 
Treasury  officers.  The  opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree, 
oonfimed  by  actual  experience  since  the  discontinuance  of 
the  banks  ns  fiscal  agents,  in  May  last;  a  period  which, 
from  the  embeurrassments  in  commercial  intercourse,  pre* 


sented  obstacles  as  great  as  any  that  may  be  h6teaft0r  ap- 
pi'ehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  public  money  since  that 
pei'iod  is  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secwtary  of  the 
Treasury.  That  officer  also  suggests  the  propriety  of  as- 
siening,  by  law,  certain  additional  duties  to  existing  estab- 
lishments and  officers,  which,  with  the  modifications  and 
safeguards  referred  to  by  him,  will,  he  thinks,  enable  the 
Depaitroent  to  continue  to  perform  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  without  any  material  addition  either  to  their 
number  or  to  the  present  expense.  The  extent  of  the  bur i- 
nefs  to  be  transacted  has  already  been  slated;  and  in  re- 
spect to  the  amount  ot  money  with  which  the  officers  em- 
ployed would  be  intrusted  at  any  one  time,  it  appears  that,  * 
assuming  a  balance  of  five  millions  to  be  at  (.11  tim^^skcpt 
in  the  Treasury,  and  the  whole  of  it  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  the  proportion  of  each  would 
not  exceed  an  average  of  thirty  thousand  dollars;  hut 
that,  deducting  one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 
suming the  remaining  four  millions  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
one-hhlf  of  the  present  number  of  officers — a  supposition 
deemed  more  likely  to  correspond  with  the  fact — the  sum 
in  the  hands  of  each  would  still  be  less  than  the  amount  of 
most  of  the  bonds  now  taken  from  the  receivers  of  public 
money.  Every  apprehension,  however,  on  the  subject, 
either  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  money,  or  the  faithful 
discharge  or  these  fiscal  ti-ansactions,  may,  it  appears  to 
me,  be  effectually  removed  by  adding  to  the  present  means  * 
of  the  Treasury  the  establishment  by  law,  ai  a  few  im- 
portant points,  of  offices  for  the  deposite  and  msbureement 
of  such  portions  of  the  public  revenue  as  cannot,  with  ob- 
vious safety  and  convenience,  be  lefl  in  the  possesion  of 
the  collecting  officers  until  paid  over  by  them  to  the  public?*  ' 
creditors.  Neither  the  amounts  retained  in  their  hands, 
nor  those  deposited  in  the  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinary 
condition  of  the  revenue,  be  larger  in  most  cases  than  those 
oflen  under  the  control  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  might  be  made  entirely  safe,  by  requiring 
such  securities,  and  exercising  such  controlling  supervision, 
as  Congress  may  by  law  prescribe.  The  principal  officers 
whose  appointments  would  become  necessary  under  this 
plan,  taking  the  largest  number  suggested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  would  not  exceed  ten;  nor  the  additional 
expenses,  at  the  same  estimate,  sixty  thousand  dollars  a 
year. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obligation  of  those  who  are 
intrusted  with  theafliiirs  of  Government,  to  conduct  iheni 
with  as  little  cost  to  the  nation  as  is  consistent  with  the 
public  interest;  and  it  is  for  Congi-ess,  and  ultimately  for 
the  people,  to  decide  ivhcher  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
keeping  our  fiscal  concerns  apart,  and  severing  the  connex- 
ion which  has  hitherto  existed  between  the  Government 
and  banks,  offer  sufficient  advantages  to  justify  the  neces- 
sary expenses.  If  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  deemed 
important  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  country,  I  cannotal- 
low  myself  to  believe  tliat  the  addition  to  the  public  expen- 
diture of  comparatively  so  small  an  amount  as  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  eflect  it,  will  be  objected  to  by  the  people. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Postiiiaster  General, 
herewith  communicated,  that  the  fiscal  afluirsof  ihat  De- 
partment have  been  successfully  conducted  since  May  last 
upon  the  principle  of  dealing  only  in  the  legal  currency  of 
theUnitetf  Slates,  and  thai  it  needs  no  legislation  to  main- 
tain its  crcdit,and  facilitate  the  management  of  its  concerns; 
the  existing  laws  being,  in  the  opinion  of  that  oflicer,  ample 
for  those  objects. 

Difficulties  will  doubtless  be  encountered  for  a  season,  and 
increased  services .rec^uired  from  the  public  functionaries; 
such  are  usually  incident  to  the  commencement  of  every 
syslem,  but  they  will  be  greatly  lessened  in  the  progress  of 
its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  connected  wiili 
the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  arc 
topics  on  which  the  public  mind  is  naturally,  and  with 
great  propriety,  peculiarly  sensitive.  Much  has  been 
said  on  them,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  separation  of 
the  Government  from  the  banking  institutions  ;  and  sure- 
ly no  one  can  object  to  any  appeals  or  animadversions  on 
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th»su|pject,  which  are  consistent  ivith  facts,  and  evince  a 

E roper  respect  for  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  If  a 
!hicf  Magistrate  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself 
on  such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say*  that  to  me  nothing  would 
be  more  acceptable  than  tne  w'ithdrawal  from  the  Execu- 
tive^ ui  the  greatest  piacticable  extent,  of  all  concern  in 
the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue :  not 
that  I  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  cast  upon  me 
by  the  duties  of  my  office,  but  because  it  is  my  firm  be- 
lief that  its  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  degree  pro- 
moted by  the  possession  of  any  patronage  not  actually 
necessary  to  the  perfonnance  of  those  duties.  -  But  under 
our  present  form  of  government,  the  intervention  of  the 
executive  officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 

Kublic  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  before  it  can 
e  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Executive 
would  be  increased  by  dispensing  with  the  agency  of 
banks,  the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  an  agency 
must  be  carefully  regarded,  and  a  comparison  must  be  in- 
stituted between  its  extent  in  the  two  cases. 

The  revenue  can  only  be  collected  by  officers  appointed 
by  the  President,  witli  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  public  moneys,  in  the  first  instance,  must,  there- 
fore, in  all  cases,  pass  through  hands  selected  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Other  officers  appointed  in  the  same  way,  or,  ps 
in  some  cases,  by  the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intrust- 
ed with  them  when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement 
It  is  thus  seen  that  even  when  banks  are  employed,  the 
public  funds  must  twice  pass  through  the  hands  of  execu 
tive  officers.  Besides  this,  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, who  also  holds  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  and  some  other  officers  of  the  same  department, 
must  necessarily  be  invested  with  more  or  less  power  in 
the  selection,  continuance,  and  supervision  of  the  banks 
that  may  be  employed.  The  quesUon  is  then  narrowed  to 
the  single  point,  whether,  in  the  intermediate  stage  be- 
tween the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
the  agency  of  banks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a  Aingerous 
extension  of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Executive? 
But  is  it  clear  tnat  the  connexion  of  the  Executive  with 
powerful  moneyed  institutions,  capable  of  ministering  to 
the  interests  of  men  in  points  where  they  are  most  accessi- 
ble to  corruption,  is  less  liable  to  abuse,  than  his  constitu- 
tional agency  in  the  appointment  and  control  of  the  few 
public  officers  required  by  the  proposed  plan  ?  Will  the 
public  money,  when  in  their  hands,  be  necessarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  7 
May  It  not  be  hoped  that  a  prudent  fear  of  public  jealousy 
and  disapprobation,  in  a  matter  so  peculiarly  exposed  to 
them,  will  deter  him  from  any  such  interference,  even  if 
higher  motives  be  found  inoperative  ?  May  not  Congress 
so  regulate  by  law  the  duty  of  those  officers,  and  subject 
it  to  such  supervision  and  publicity,  as  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  serious  abuse  on  the  part  or  the  Executive  ? 
and  is  there  equal  room  for  such  supervision  and  publicity 
in  a  connexion  with  banks,  acting  under  ^he  shield  of  cor- 
porate immunities,  and  conducted  by  persons  irresponsible 
to  the  Government  and  the  people  /  It  is  believea  (hat  a 
considerate  and  candid  inveotigation  of  these  questions  will 
msultin  the  conviction  that  the  proposed  plan  is  far  less 
liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  Executive  patronage  and 
control,  than  any  bank  agency  tliat  has  been,  or  can  be, 
devised. 

With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congress  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergency,  the  safe- 
keeping and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys.  In  tlic  perform- 
ance of  constitutional  duty,  I  have  stated  to  them,  without 
reserve,  the  result  of  my  own  reflections.  The  subject  is 
of  great  importance,  and  one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  ex- 
pect to  be  OS  united  in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  interest.  It 
deserves  a  full  and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
benefited  by  a  dispassionate  comparison  of  opinions.  Well 
aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  concession  among 
the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  f  can  pro- 
mise a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-operation,  so  fai  as  it  can 
be  induli^od  in  without  the  surrender  of  constitutional  ob- 
jeciii)ns,  which  1  believe  to  be  well  founded.  Any  system 
that  may  be  adopted  should  be  subjected  to  tlie  fullest  le- 


gal provision,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Elxecutive  bot 
what  is  necessai-y  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on 
him ;  and  whatever  plan  may  be  ultimately  establibhcd, 
my  own  part  shall  be  so  discharged  as  to  give  to  it  a  fair 
trial,  and  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

The  character  of  the  funds  to  be  received  and  disbursed 
in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  likewise  demands 
your  most  careful  consideration. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  framed  and 
adopted  the  constitution,  having  in  immediate  vie^  the 
depreciated  paper  of  the  confederacy — of  which  five  hun- 
dred dollars  in  paper  were,  at  times,  only  equal  to  one 
dollar  in  coin— intended  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  simi- 
lar  evils,  so  far  at  least  as  lelated  to  the  transactions  of '.he 
new  Government.  They  gave  to  Congress  express  pow- 
ers  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coin ;  they  refused  to  .give  it  power  to  estab- 
lish corporations — the  agents  then,  as  now,  chiefly  em- 
gloyed  to  create  a  paper  currency ;  they  prohibited  the 
tales  from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and  the  first  Congress  di- 
rected, by  positive  law,  that  the  revenue  should  be  le- 
ceived  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Public  exig^ency  at  Uie  outset  of  the  Goverrroent,  with- 
out direct  legislative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of  banks  as 
fiscal  aids  to  the  Treasury.  In  admitted  deviation  from 
the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and  under  the  same  exigency, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  received  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment  of  duties.  The  sole  ground  on  which  the  practice, 
thus  commenced,  was  tlien,  or  has  since  been  justified,  is 
the  certain,  immediate,  and  convenient  exchange  of  such 
notes  for  specie.  The  Government  did  indeed  receive  the 
inconvertible  notes  of  State  banks  during;  the  difficuliiw 
of  war ;  and  the  community  submitted  without  a  raurmw 
to  the  unequal  taxation  and  multiplied  evils  of  which 
such  a  course  was  productive.  W  ith  the  war^  this  indul- 
gence ceased ;  and  the  banks  were  obliged  again  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  gold  and  silver.  The  Treasury,  in  accord- 
ance with  previous  practice,  continued  to  dispense  with 
the  currency  required  by  the  act  of  1789,  and  took  the 
notes  <Jf  banks,  in  full  confidence  of  their  being  paid  in  spe- 
cie on  demand  ;  and  Cong-ress,  to  guard  against  the  slight- 
est violation  of  this  principle,  have  declared,  by  law,  that 
if  notes  are  paid  in  the  transactions  of  the  Governracni,  it 
must  be  under  such  circumstances  as  to  enable  the  holder 
to  convert  them  into  specie  without  depreciation  or  delay. 

Of  m}'  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when  the 
banks  suspended  specie  payments,  I  could  not  doubt. 
Directions  were  immediately  given  to  prevent  the  re- 
ception into  the  Treasury  of  any  thing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver or  its  equivalent;  and  every  practicable  arrsngcment 
was  made  to  preserve  the  public  faith  by  simibr  or 
equivalent  payments  to  the  public  creditors.  Tlie  rcT- 
enue  from  lands  had  been  for  some  time  substantially  » 
collected,  under  the  order  issued  by  the  directions  of 
my  predecessor.  The  eflTects  of  that  order  had  been  so 
salutary,  and  its  forecast  in  regard  to  the  increasing  in- 
security of  bank  paper  had  become  so  apparent,  that, 
even  before  the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  to  inter- 
fere with  its  operation.  Congress  is  now  to  decide 
whether  the  revenue  sliall  continue  to  be  so  collected  or 
not. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  bank  notes  not  re- 
deemed in  specie  on  demand,  will  not,  I  presume,  be 
sanctioned.  It  would  destroy,  without  the  excuse  of 
war  or  public  distress,  that  equality  nf  imports,  and  ideii- 
tity  of  commercial  regulation,  which  lie  at  the  founds* 
tion  of  our  confederacy,  and  would  offer  to  each  State 
a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  foreign  trade,  by  de- 
preciating the  currency  received  for  duties  in  its  ports. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  also,  in  a  great  degree,  frus- 
trate the  policy,  so  highly  cherished,  of  infusing  into  our 
circulation  a  larger  proportion  of  the  precious  metals;  i 
policy  the  wisdom  of  which  none  cjtn  doubt,  lho<igh 
there*  may  be  different  opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  sliould'be  carried.     Its  results  have  been  already  loo 
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auspiciotM,  and  its  success  is  too  closely  interwoven  with 
the  fut\ire  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  contemplate  its  abandonment.  We  have 
sepn,  under  its  influence,  our  specie  augmented  beyond 
eighty  millions;  our  coinage  increased  so  as  to  make  that 
of  ffold  amount,  between  Aui!:ust,  1834,  and  December, 
1836,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding  the  whole 
coinage  at  the  mint  during  the  thirty.one  previous  years. 
The  prospect  of  further  improvement  continued  without 
abatement  until  the  moment  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  This  policy  has  now,  indeed,  been  suddenly 
checked,  but  is  still  far  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst 
all  conflicting  theories,  one  position  is  undeniable:  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  disappear  when  there 
ceases  to  be  a  necessity  for  their  use  as  a  circulating  me- 
dium. It  was  in  strict  accordance  with  this  truth,  that 
whilst,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  they  were  every  where 
seen,  and  were  current  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  they 
disappeared  from  circulation  the  moment  the  payment 
of  specie  was  refused  by  the  banks,  and  the  community 
tacitly  agreed  to  dispense  with  its  employment.  Their 
place  was  supplied  by  a  currency  exclusively  of  paper, 
and,  in  many  cases,  of  the  worst  description.  Already 
are  the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation  greatly  deprecia- 
ted, and  they  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  place  and 
another;  thus  diminishing  and  making  uncertain  the 
vorth  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  failing  to 
nbserve,  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of  busi- 
ness. With  each  succeeding  day  the  metallic  currency 
decreases;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  in  the  natural  fear  that, 
once  parted  with,  it  cannot  be  replaced;  while  by  others 
it  is  diverted  from  its  more  legitimate  uses,  for  the  sake 
of  gain.  Should  Congress  sanction  this  condition  of 
things,  by  making  irredeemable  paper  money  receivable 
in  payment  of  public  dues,  a  temporary  check  to  a  wise 
and  salutary  policy  will,  in  all  probability,  be  converted 
Into  its  absolute  destruction. 

U  IS  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertible  into  spe- 
cie may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  without 
being  liable  to  all  these  objections,  and  that  such  a 
course  may,  to  some  extent,  promote  individual  conve" 
nlence;  an  object  always  to  be  considered  where  it  does 
not  conflict  with  the  principles  of  our  Government  or 
tbc  general  welfare  of  the  country.  If  such  notes  only 
vere  received,  and  always  under  circumstances  allow- 
ins:  their  early^  presentation  for  payment,  and  if,  at  short 
wd  fixed  periods,  they  were  converted  into  specie,  to 
be  kept  by  the  offlcers  of  the  Treasury,  some  of  the 
most  serious  obstacles  to  their  reception  would  perhaps 
bie  removed.  To  retain  the  notes  in  the  Treasury  would 
be  to  renew,  under  another  form,  the  loans  of  public 
money  to  the  banks,  and  the  evils  consequent  thereon. 

U  is,  however,  a  mistaken  impression,  that  any  large 
amount  of  specie  is  required  for  public  payments.  Of 
the  seventy  or  eighty  millions  now  estimated  to  be  in 
the  country,  ten  millions  would  be  abundantly  suiBcient 
for  that  purpose,  provided  an  accumulation  of  a  large 
smount  of  revenue,  bevond  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
Government,  be  hereafter  prevented.  If  to  these  con- 
Bderations  be  added  the  facilities  which  will  arise  from 
fbabfinier  the  Treasury  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  by 
>tB  drafts  or  notes  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
<^|iet,  it  HMy  be  safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  conve- 
mence  to  the  citixen  requires  the  reception  of  bank 
paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the  Gov 
^^ment  introduces  an  unjust  discrimination  between 
|be  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used  by  individuals 
}^  their  ordinary  affairs,  is,  in  my  judp^ment,  to  view  it 
'J  a  very  erroneous  light.  The  constitution  prohibits 
<be  States  from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
*^nder  in  the  payment  of  debts,  and  thus  secures  to 
^^ery  citizen  a  right  to  demand  payment  in  the  legal 


currency.  To  provide  by  law  that  the  Government  will 
only  receive  its  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer 
on  it  any  peculiar  privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on 
an  equality  with  the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right 
secured  to  him  by  the  constitution.  It  is  doubtless  for 
this  reason  that  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by 
successive  laws,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  un- 
der the  constitution  down  to  the  last.  Such  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  from  such  sources^ 
afford  a  decisive  answer  to  the  imputation  of  inequality 
or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restriction,  not  of 
favor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive  in  payment 
any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  is  to  refuse  him 
a  discretion  possessed  -by  every  citizen.  It  may  be  left 
to  those  who  have  the  management  of  their  own  trans- 
actions, to  make  their  own  terms;  but  no  such  discretion 
should  be  given  to  him  who  acts  merely  as  an  agent  of 
the  people,  who  is  to  collect  what  the  law  requires, 
and  to  pay  the  appropriations  it  makes.  When  bank 
notes  are  redeemed  on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimi- 
nation in  reality,  for  the  individual  who  receives  \\\em 
may,  at  his  option,  substitute  the  specie  for  them;  he 
takes  them  from  convenience  or  choice.  When  they 
are  not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
their  receipt  and  payment,  by  a  public  officer,  should  be 
permitted,  though  none  deny  that  right  to  an  individual; 
if  it  were,  the  effect  would  be  most  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic, since  their  officer  co\ild  make  none  of  those  arrange- 
ments to  meet  or  guard  against  the  depreciation,  which 
an  individual  is  at  Kberty  to  do.  Nor  can  inconveni- 
ence to  the  community  be  alleged  as  an  objection  to  such 
a  regulation.  Its  object  and  motive  are  their  conve- 
nience and  welfare. 

If,  at  a  moment  of  simultaneous  and  unexpected  sus- 
pension by  the  banks,  it  adds  something  to  the  many 
embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these  ar#  far 
overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  produce  a  wider 
circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  increase  the  safety  of 
bank  paper,  to  improve  the  general  currency,  and  thus 
^o  prevent  altogether  such  occurrences,  and  the  other 
and  far  greater  evils  that  attend  them. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  it  is  not  for 
the  interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  receive  their  paper.  They  would  be 
conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on  sounder  principles. 
By  using  specie  only  ip  its  transactions,  the  Government 
would  create  a  demand  for  it,  which  would,  to  a  great 
extent,  prevent"  its  exportation,  and,  by  keeping  it  in 
circulation,  maintain  a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the 
paper  currency.  That  the  banks  would  thus  be  render- 
ed more  sound,  and  the  community  more  safe,  cannot 
admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  but  fairly 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution  in  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  public 
revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument  was  framed, 
there  were  but  three  or  four  banks  in  the  United  States; 
and  had  the  extension  of  the  banking  system,  and  the 
evils  growing  out  of  it,  been  foreseen,  they  would 
probably  have  been  specially  guarded  against.  The 
same  policy  which  led  to  the  prohibition  of  bills  of 
credit  by  the  States,  would,  doubtless,  in  that  event, 
have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a  currency  in  any 
other  form.  The  constitution,  however,  contains  no 
such  prnhibition;  and,  since  the  States  have  exercised 
for  nearly  half  a  century  the  power  to  regulate  the  busi- 
ness of  banking,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  will  be 
abandoned.  The  whole  matter  is  now  under  discussion 
before  the  proper  tribunal — the  people  of  the  States. 
Never  before  has  the  public  mind  been  so  thoroughly 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  its  importance;  never 
has  the  subject,  \n  all  its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so 
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searching'  an  inquiry.  It  would  be  distrusting  the  in- 
telligence and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy 
and  efficient  adoption  of  such  measures  ofrerorm  as  the 
pnblic  g;ond  tlrmands.  All  that  can  rightfully  be  done 
by  the  federal  Government,  to  promote  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  important  object,  will,  without  doubt,  be 
performed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  cnnency  which 
the  const iiulion  enables  us  to  aflTord.  The  Treasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has  suggested 
the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform  law  concern- 
ing bankruptcies  of  corporations,  and  other  bankers. 
Through  the  instrumentality  of  such  a  law,  a  sahitary 
check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on  the  issues  of  paper 
money,  and  an  effectual  remedy  given  to  the  citizen  in 
ft  way  at  onco  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully 
authorized  by  the  constitution. 

The  indnTgence  granted  by  executive  authority  in  the 
payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  already  mentioned. 
Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement  of  these  obliga- 
tions would  subject  a  large  and  highly  respectable  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  to  great  sacrifices,  and  believing  that 
a  temporary  postponement  could  be  mode  without  det- 
riment to  other  interests,  and  with  increased  certainty  of 
ultimate  payment,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the 
request  that  was  made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  are, 
to  the  full  extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found 
in  the  practice  of  the  Executive  Department.  It  re- 
mains tor  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  further  post- 
ponement may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed,  and,  if 
80,  their  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  respectfully  in- 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  ex- 
hibit the  condition  of  these  debt*;  the  extent  and  effect 
of  the  present  indulgence;  the  probable  result  of  its 
further  extension  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury;  and  ev- 
ery other  fact  necessary  to  a  full  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Similar  information  is  communicated  in  regard 
to  such  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  as  are  indebted 
to  the  Government,  in  order  that  Congress  may  also 
adopt  the  proper  measures  in  regard  to  them. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  and  an  estimate  of  those  for  the  residue,  will  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In 
his  report  of  December  last,  it  was  estimated  that  the 
current  receipts  would  fall  short  of  the  expenditures  by 
about  three  millions  of  dollars.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
difference  will  be  much  greater.  This  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted not  only  to  the  occurrence  of  greater  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments in  the  business  of  the  country  than  those 
which  were  then  predicted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater 
diminution  in  the  revenue,  but  also  lo  the  fact  that  the 
appropriations  exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millions,  the 
aniount  which  was  asked  for  in  the  estimates  then  sub- 
mitted. The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
beyond  the  probable  receipts,  and  the  amount  which  it 
was  intended  should  be  reserved  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  millions. 
If  the  whole  of  the  reserved  balance  be  not  at  once  ap- 
plied to  the  current  expenditures,  but  four  millions  be 
still  kept  in  the  Treasury,  as  seems  moat  expedient,  for 
the  uses  of  the  mint,  and  to  meet  contingencies,  the  sum 
needed  will  be  ten  millions. 

In  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated  on 
the  supposition  of  some  further  extension  of  the  indul- 
gence granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties,  which 
will  affect  the  amount'of  the  revenue  for  the  present 
year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  millions. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount  by 
loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in  the 
Treasury  nine  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,  directed  by 


the  act  of  the  33d  of  June,  1836,  to  be  deposited  \\\\\\ 
the  States  in  October  next.  This  sum,  if  so  deposited, 
will  be  subject,  under  the  law,  to  be  recalled,  if  needed, 
to  defray  existing  appropriations;  and  as  it  is  now  evident 
that  the  whole,  or  the  principal  part  of  it,  will  be  want- 
ed for  that  purpose,  it  appears  most  proper  that  the  de- 
posite  should  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  can  be 
collected  from  the  banks, Treasury  notes  may  be  tempo. 
rarily  issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is  received. 

I  am  aware  that  this  course  may  be  productive  of  in- 
convenience to  many  of  the  States.  Relying  upon  the 
acts  of  Congress  which  held  out  to  them  the  strong 
probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving  this  instal- 
ment, they  have  in  some  instances  adopted  measures 
with  which  its  retention  may  seriously  interfere.  That 
such  a  condition  of  things  should  have  occurred,  n 
muclr  to  be  regretted.  It  is  not  the  least  among  the  un- 
fortunate resuits  of  the  disasters  of  the  times;  and  it  is 
for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit  remed}',  if  there  be  one. 
The  money  being  indispensable  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  principle 
of  justice  or  expediency  its  application  to  that  object 
can  be  avoided.  To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums 
already  deposited  with  the  States,  would  be  more  in- 
convenient and  less  efficient.  To  burden  the  country 
with  increased  taxation,  when  there  is  in  fact  a  larg;e 
surplus  revenue,  would  be  unjust  and  unwise;  to  raipe 
moneys  by  loans  under  such  circumstances,  and  thus  to 
commence  a  new  national  debt,  would  scarcely  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  American  people. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  adequate  to  all  our  fiscal 
operations,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Should 
it  be  adopted,  the  Treasury,  aided  by  the  ample  re 
sources  of  the  country,  will  be  able  to  discharge,  punc- 
tually, every  pecuniary  obligation.  For  the  future,  all 
that  is  needed  will  be  that  caution  and  forbearance  in 
appropriations  which  the  diminution  of  the  revenue 
requires,  and  which  the  complete  accomplishment  or 
great  forwardness  of  many  ezperesWe  national  under- 
takings renders  equally  consistent  with  prudence  and 
patriotic  liberality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  recommendations  are 
submitted,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  by  Congress 
will  enable  the  Executive  Department  to  conduct  our 
fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  as  their  management 
has  been  committed  to  it;  Whilst  the  objecl%aod  the 
means  proposed  to  attain  them,  are  within  its  constitu- 
tional powers  and  appropriate  duties,  they  will  at  the 
same  lime,  it  is  hoped,  by  their  necessary  operation, 
afford  essential  aid  in  the  transaction  of  individual  con- 
cerns, and  thus  yield  relief  to  the  people  at  large  in  a 
form  adapted  to  the  nature  of  our  Government.  Those 
who  look  to  the  action  of  this  Government  for  specific 
aid  to  the  citizens  to  relieve  embarrassments  arising 
from  losses  by  revulsions  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose 
sight  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  created,  and  the  pow- 
ers with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  established  to  give 
security  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  honorable  pursuits 
under  the  lasting*  safeguard  of  republican  institutions.  U 
was  not  intended  to  confer  special  favors  on  individuals, 
or  on  any  classes  of  them;  to  create  systems  of  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  or  trade;  or  to  engage  in  them, 
either  separately  or  in  connexion  with  individual  citi- 
zens or  organized  associations.  If  its  operations  were 
to  be  directed  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  class,  equiva- 
lent favors  must,  in  justice,  be  extended  to  the  rest;  and 
the  attempt  to  bestow  such  favors  with  an  equal  hand, 
or  even  to  select  those  who  should  most  deserve  thetn, 
would  never  be  successful.  All  communities  are  apt  to 
look  to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own 
country,  where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  stnctly 
limited,  we  are  prone  to  do  so,  especially  at  periods  of 
sudden  embarrassment  and  distress.    But  this  ought  not 
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to  be.  The  frainera  of  our  exeellent  constitution,  and  the 
people  who  approved  it  with  calm  and  sagacious  delibera- 
tion, acted  at  the  time. on  a  sounder  principle.  They 
wisely  judged  that  the  leas  Ooyernment  inteferes  with  pri- 
tttto  pursuits,  the  belter  for  general  prosperity.  It  is  not 
its  legitimate  object  to  make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  di- 
rect grants  of  money  or  legislation  in  favor  of  particular 
pivrsQits,  losses  not  incurrnl  in  the  public  service.  This 
would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  of  some  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  But  its  real  duty— that  duty  the  per- 
formance  of  which  makes  a  good  Government  the  roost 
precious  of  human  blessings— is  to  enact  and  enforce  a 
system  of  general  laws  commensurate  with,  but  not  exceed- 
ing, the  objects  of  its  establishment,  and  to  leave  every  cit- 
isen  and  every  interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protec- 
tion, the  rewards  of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  occasions, 
the  Federal  Government  will  find  its  agency  most  condu- 
dve  to  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  people,  when  lim- 
ited to  the  exercise  of  its  conceded  powers.  In  never  as- 
suming, even  for  a  well-meant  object,  such  powers  as  were 
not  detignsd-to  be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do 
most  for  the  general  welfare.  To  avoid  every  unnecessary 
interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen,  will  result  in 
more  benefit  than  to  adopt  measures  which  could  only  as- 
sist limited  interests,  and  are  eagerly,  but  perhaps  naturiftlly, 
sought  for,  under  the  pressure  of  temporary  circumstances. 
If,  Uierefore,  I  refrain  from  suggesting  to  Congress  any 
ipedfic  plan  for  regulating  the  exchangee  of  the  country, 
relieviiig  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  interfering  with 
the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domestic  commerce, 
it  is  from  a  conviction  that  such  measures  are  not  within 
the  constitutional  province  of.the  General  Government,  and 
that  their  adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  perma- 
nent Wf'Ifare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to  aid. 

The  diflSculties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though  un- 
quertionably  great,  are  limited  in  their  extent,  and  cannot 
be  regarded  as  afiecting  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  Arising,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  transactions 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that  they 
have  chiefly  fallen.  The  great  agricultural  interest  has,  in 
many  ports  of  the  country,  suffered  comparatively  little ; 
and,  as  if  Providence  intended  to  display  the  munificence 
of  its  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest  need^  and  in 
direct  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the  waywardness 
of  man,  we  have  been  blessed  throughout  our  extended 
territory  with  a  season  of  general  health  and  of  uncommon 
fniitfulueas.  The  proceeds  of  our  great  staples  will  soon 
linQish  the  means  of  liquidating  debts  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  contribute  equally  to  the  revival  of  commercial  activity, 
and  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit  The  banks,  es- 
taUisbed  avowedly  for  its  support,  deriving  their  profits 
from  it,  and  resting  under  obligations  to  it  which  cannot 
be  overlooked,  will  feel  at  once  the  necessity  and  justice  of 
imiting  their  energies  with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest. 
The  suspension  of  specie  payments,  at  such  a  timo  and 
yoder  such  circumstances  as  we  have  lately  witnessed, 
omki  not  bo  other  than  a  temporary  measure ;  and  we  can 
Ksroely  err  in  believing  that  the  period  must  soon  arrive 
when  all  that  are  solvent  will  redeem  their  issues  in  gold 
«iid  silver.  Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources 
•^nd  prosperity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants  has 
-vecamolated,  or  their  credit  is  impaired,  these  are  fluctua- 
^■ioos  slways  incident  to  extensive  or  extravagant  mercantile 
^tniMSctions.  But  the  ultimate  security  of  such  obligations 
I  not  admit  of  question.  I'hey  arc  guarantied  by  the 
I  of  a  country,  the  fruits  of  whose  industry  afford 
f-4)andant  means  of  ample  liquidation,  and  by  the  evident 
J'^^isiereit  of  every  merchant  to  sustain  a  credit,  hitherto  high, 
"■^•^  promptly  applying  these  means  for  its  preservation. 

I  deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which  require 
'^^■s  to  ask  your  consideration  of  such  %erious  topios.  I  oould 
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have  wished  that,  in  making  my  first  communication  to  the 
assembled  RepresenUtives  of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  to  ' 
dwell  upon  but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prospeiiHw 
Since  it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  respective  trusts  that  hffve  been  confided 
to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of  difficulties,  unite  in 
invoking  the  guidance  and  aid  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
nations,  and  in  laboring  with  zealous  resolution  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  by  which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  a  high  gratification  to 
know,  by  long  experience,  that  we  act  for  a  people  to  whom 
the  truth,  however  unpromising,  can  always  be  spoken 
with  safety ;  for  the  trial  of  whose  patriotism  no  emergency 
is  too  severe,  and  who  are  sure  never  to  desert  a  public 
functionary  honestly  laboring  for  the  public  good.  It  seems 
just  that  they  should  receive,  without  delay,  any  aid  in 
their  embarrassments  which  your  deliberations  can  afford. 
Coming  directly  from  the  midst  of  them,  and  knowing 
the  course  of  events  in  every  section  of  our  country,  from 
you  may  best  be  learned  as  well  the  extent  and  nature  of 
thealb  embarrassments,  as  the  most  desirable  measures  of 
relief. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  it  is  not  proper  to  detain  you, 
at  present,  longer  than  may  be  demanded  by  the  special 
objects  for  which  you  are  convened.  To  them,  therefore, 
I  have  confined  my  communication ;  and,  believing  it  will 
not  be  your  own  wish  now  to  extend  your  deliberations 
beyond  them,'  I  reserve  till  the  usual  period  of  your  annual 
meeting  that  general  information  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
which  the  constitution  requires  me  to  give. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WxsRTNOToir,  Sept.  4,  1887. 


REPORT  OP  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  Ofticx  Dkpabtxxitt, 

September  4,  1837. 
To  the  Pkesidiht  of  the  United  States.- 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
menu  by  the  banks  in  New  York,  in  May  last,  a  circular 
was  sent  out,  directing  all  postmasters  who  had  been  in- 
structed to  deposite  the  proceeds  of  their  offices  in  banks, 
to  retain  them  in  specie  to  meet  the  draAs  of  the  Department. 

To  those  who  bad  been  instructed  to  pay  directly  to  con- 
tractors, another  circular  was  sent  reminding  them  of  their 
duties  and  liabilities  in  reference  to  the  moneys  to  be  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  them  under  existing  laws. 

Instructions  have  recently  been  prepared,  directing  the 
manner  in  which  returns  of  cash  on  hand  are  hereafter  to 
be  made  to  the  Department,  and  forbidding  the  loaning  or 
use  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  public  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever.  Copies  of  these  papers  arc  annexed,  marked 
A,  B,  and  C. 

In  relation  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  the  post  of- 
fices, these  regulations  make  no  change.  The  only  change 
effected  by  them  is,  that  about  eleven  hundretl  postmasters 
who  formerly  deposited  their  income  in  banks,  weekly, 
monthly,  or  quarterly,  according  to  its  amount,  now  re- 
tain the  money  in  their  own  hands  till  drswn  for  by  the 
Department.  To  about  nine-tenths  of  these,  the  new  sys- 
tem is  more  convenient  than  the  old,  as  it  saves  them  the 
trouble  of  going  or  sending  to  the  banks  and  procuring  certifi- 
cates of  deposite ;  it  is  equally  safe,  as  their  entire  balances 
will  be  drawn  for  as  often  as  they  are  deposited ;  and  it  is 
more  efficient,  because  some  postmasters  who  might  neglect 
to  deposite  will  not  venture  to  dishonor  a  draft. 

The  postmasters  who  will  not  close  their  accounts  quor- 
terly,  will  not,  probably,  exceed  one  hundred;  and  the 
balances  in  their  hands,  from  quarter  to  quarter,  are  not 
likely,  under  a  proper  administration  of  the  Department, 
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to  exceed,  in  ordinary  Umes,  one  or  two  hundred  thonaand 
dollars.  As  they  are  required  to  have  their  balances  always 
ready  in  gold  and  silver,  the  Department  will  always  have 
the  means  of  meeting  its  engagements ;  and  if  a  default  in 
an  individual  case  should  occasionally  happen,  nothing  like 
a  general  refusal  to  pay,  as  in  the  case  of  the  late  deposite 
banks,  b  ever  to  apprehended. 

It  will  ever  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Department  not  to 
have  a  large  surplus;  and,  consequently,  there  will  be  little 
to  intrust  to  the  custody  of  postmasters  or  others.  More- 
over, the  number  of  post  offices  now  instructed  to  retain  their 
funds,  will  be  largely  reduced  upon  an  adjustment  of  the 
collection  system  to  the  mail  service,  as  arranged  within 
the  last  twelve  months. 

Though  in  some  places  convenient,  banks  are  not  neces- 
sary to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  funds  of  this 
Department.  In  reference  to  more  than  ten  thousand  post 
offices,  the  collections  and  disbursements  are  effected  more 
expeditiously  and  more  conveniently  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  banks,  than  they  could  be  with  it  The  contract- 
ors who  are  creditors  of  the  Department,  are  its  collectors 
from  postmasters,  and  the  collection  and  disbursement  are 
but  one  operation.  It  is  generally  effected  in  a  few  days 
after  the  close  of  each  quarter.  The  operation  is  the 
same  where  the  postmasters  pay  to  contractors  upon  the 
drafts  of  the  Department,  though  it  is  more  tardy.  The 
few  offices  in  reference  to  which  banks  are  a  convenience, 
are  those  whose  receipts  are  large,  and  are  not  likely  to  be 
absorbed  from  quarter  to  quarter  by  the  drafts  of  the  De- 
partment. They  have  generally  iron  chests  or  safes  where 
the  specie  u  kept ;  and,  with  a  strict  supervision  and  care- 
ful attention  to  their  bonds,  they  will  seldom,  if  ever,  be 
found  in  default. 

The  necessary  transfers  of  funds  are  effected  by  the  De- 
partment without  inconvenience  or  loss.  On  the  interior 
mail  routes,  the  expenditure  is  generally  greater  than  the 
income ;  so  that  after  the  contractors  have  received  the  en- 
tire revenue  of  the  offices  supplied  by  them,  balances  are  still 
due.  These  balances  are  as  readily  paid  off  by  drafts  on 
the  postmasters  in  the  cities  where  the  surplus  arises,  as 
they  could  be  by  checks  on  banks  in  the  same  places.  The 
process  is  rendered  the  more  easy  from  the  hci  that  the 
heaviest  surplus  accrues  at  those  points  where  funds  are  the 
most  valuable,  particularly  at  New  York ;  so  that  the  drafts 
of  the  Department  to  pay  balances  in  the  most  distant  parU 
of  the  Union  are  generally  better  than  cash,  bMng  available 
for  mercantile  remittances.  Thus,  the  necessary  transfers 
of  the  Department  are  readily  effected ;  and  as  this  state  of 
things  is  not  likely  to  change,  it  would  seldom,  if  ever, 
become  necessary  for  the  Department  to  transport  specie 
from  one  point  to  another,  if  there  was  not  a  bank  in  ex- 
istence. 

Upon  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  efforts  were  made  in 
some  quarters  to  compel  the  Department  to  receive  irre- 
deemable and  depreciated  paper  for  postages.  Law,  justice, 
and  public  policy,  required  an  inflexible  resistance  of  these 
efforts.  Gold  and  silver  are  the  only  constitutional  and 
legal  currency  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  nothing  but  that 
currency,  or  its  equivalent,  can  be  legally  offered  to  the 
public  creditors  in  payment.  All  taxes  and  postages  are 
imposed  in  this  currency,  and  all  contracts  are  made  upon 
its  basis.  The  public  faith  could  be  kept,  and  the  pub- 
lic bunness  successfully  carried  on,  only  by  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  plain  letter,  as  well  as  obvious  spirit,  of  the 
law. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  sUte  that  all  attempts  to 
force  the  Department  to  receive  depreciated  paper  were 
soon  abandoned ;  that  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  collecting  postages  in  specie,  and  none  where  the  circu- 
lation of  change  tickets  has  been  successfully  resisted  ;  and 
that  the  credit  of  the  Department  has  been  preserved  un- 
impaired.    Nor  is  any  difficulty  apprehended,  so  long  aa 


postages  are  collected  in  the  constitutional  currency  oC  ths 
United  3utes.  But,  should  the  Department  be  compelled 
to  receive,  and  offer  to  its  creditors,  the  depreciated  notes 
issued  by  hundreds  of  embarrassed,  faithless,  or  bankrupt 
corporations  or  individuals,  no  sure  calculation  can  be  made 
as  to  the  future ;  and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  genersl 
discontent,  extensive  failures,  and  deplorable  disorganiza- 
tion throughout  the  mail  service.  With  what  face  could 
the  Department  insist  on,  and  compel,  a  strict  performance 
of  contract  obligations  by  contractors,  when  stripped  of  the 
power  to  perform  the  most  vital  part  of  the  contracts  (so  far 
as  the  interest  of  the  contractor  is  concerned)  on  its  own 
part  1  Justice  and  sound  policy  alike  demand  a  firm  ad- 
herence, in  the  mail  service,  to  the  standard  of  value,  and 
the  basis  of  colitracts  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and 
hitherto  strictly  maintained,  (except  for  a  short  period,) 
amidst  the  calamities  of  war. 

On  the  whole,  no  l^slation  is  necessary  to  muntaia 
the  credit  of  this  Department,  or  enable  it  to  manage  its 
fiscal  concerns,  the  existing  laws  being  deemed  ample  for 
those  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 


Post  Opficx  Depahtxxkt, 


1837. 


Sin  :  Ton  will,  until  further  orders,  retain  the  proceeds 
of  your  office  in  your  hands,  in  specie,  to  meet  the  diafu 
of  this  Department 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Postmaster  at  • 


B. 


Post  OmtcB  DBPABTxavT, 

Appoiniment  Offiu^  WoMhingtonf  May  16,  1887. 

dm :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  call 
your  particular  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  rates  of  post- 
age, as  established  by  lew,  are  based  upon  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States.  The  following  extracts  from 
the  printed  regulaUons  and  the  law»  will  clearly  show  what 
are  your  duties  and  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  kind 
of  currency  to  be  receiTed  for  postasre,  viz :  « 

*'  You  will  receive  nothing  but  specie,  or  its  equivakot, 
for  postage." — hiHruetione  to  PoefnuuUn,  chapter  5, 
section  62. 

'*  All  payments  to  the  Department,  whether  upon  iti 
drafts  or  by  deposite  in  bank,  must  be  in  specie,  or  its 
equivalent  No  allowance  can  be  made  to  poetmasters  for 
the  depreciation  of  money  received  for  postage,  nor  fn 
losses  by  fire,  robbery,  or  theft." — Chap.  28,  section  246. 

Extract  from  an  act  of  Congras^  approved  on  ihit  I4t& 
of  April,  1886. 
•«  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  hereafter, 
no  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  and 
that  from  and  after  tlie  dd  day  of  March,  anno  Domini 
1837,  no  bank  note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dol- 
lars shall  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatsoever  in 
which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Sutes,  or  by  tlie 
Post  Office  Department;  nor  shall  any  bank  note,  of  any 
denomination,  be  so  ofiered,  unless  the  aame  shall  be  pay- 
able, and  paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the 
place  where  issued,  and  which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to 
specie  at  the  place  where  oflbred,  and  convertible  into  %oU 
or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  with- 
out delay  or  loss  to  him :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein 
contained  ^all  be  construed  to  make  any  thing  but  gold 
or  silver  a  legal  tender  by  any  individaal^  or  by  the  Uoittd 
States." 
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HeDee  you  will  perceive  that,  whfttever  you  may  receive 
for  poatege,  yoa  are  responsible  for  gold  or  silver;  and 
Ibat  H  is  unlawful  for  you  to  offer  in  payment  to  contract- 
ors, or  others,  any  note  of  any  bank  which  does  not  pay 
its  notes  in  specie.  As  the  Postmaster  General  has  no 
power  to  release  you  from  your  responsibilities  under  the 
lawi^  and  as,  on  the  contrary,  if  is  his  duty  to  see  them 
fidthfully  executed,  he  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  yon 
this  notice,  that  you  may  guard  yourself  against  loss  in  the 
coOeetion  of  your  postages. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  JOHNSTON, 
Second  A$$iai(mt  Postmaitter  General. 


FealnMsters,  who  may  be  under  instructions  to  retain  the 
prooaeda  of  their  offices  antil  drawn  for  by  Ae  Department, 
will  obaerve  the  following  regulations,  viz : 

Thosa  whose  uett  proceeds  are  five  hundred  dollars  or 
mors  por  week,  will  report  the  amount  weekly  to  the  De- 
partment. Fractions  of  weeks  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
qoartera  need  not  be  reported  separately. 

Thoae  whoae  nett  proceeds  are  not  five  hundred  dollara 
iftet  week,  but  amount  to  that  sum  or  more  per  month, 
will  report  them  monthly.  The  last  month  of  each  quarter 
need  not  be  reported  separately. 

At  tbe  end  of  each  quarter,  all  poatmastcia  at  draft  of- 
fices wili  immediately  ascertain  the  amount  of  nett  revenue 
aeeniing  at  their  respective  offices  during  the  quarter,  and 
leport  it  forthwith  to  the  Department,  setting  down  tbe 
aami^  if  any,  which  may  have  been  reported  weekly 
or  monthiy,  and  deducting  them,  thus  exhibiting  the  bal- 
ance not  reported. 

All  these  reports  must  be  by  letter  addreasod  to  the  Post- 
master General,  which  must  be  sent  seperately,  and  not 
endoaed  with  the  quarterly  accoonta,  or  tied  to  them,  or 
to  any  other  letter  or  packet  on  other  business.  Nor  must 
it  be  delayed  until  the  aocounta  are  forwarded,  if  it  can  be 
cent  sooner. 

Postmasters  will  not  be  permitted  to  uaa  or  loan  out  any 
of  the  monciys  belonging  to  the  Department,  but  will  keep 
them  always  on  hand  to  meet  its  drafts.  A  violation  of 
this  regulation  will  be  consideied  good  cause  for  instant 
nmoval  and  prosecution.     Every  draft  must  be  paid  on 


Tbe  travelling  agents  of  the  Department  will  be  in- 
•tructed  to  call  oocasionBlIy  on  the  draft  offices,  without 
notice,  for  the  purpose  of  counting  and  reporting  the  caah 
on  hand,  and  reporting  aUo  the  manner  in  whioh  it  is  kept. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Letter  from  the  Secretari/  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  House 
of  Representatives  September  6,  1837/  read  and  laid 
upon  the  table, 

Trxasurt  Departmbst, 

September  6,  1837. 

In  pursuance  oi  tbe  duty  of  this  Department  to  submit 
to  Congress,  at  each  session,  the  state  of  the  finances,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  President  that  such 
other  fiscal  matters  should,  on  this  occasion,  be  presented, 
as  appear  to  require  early  legislation,  the  underbignod  ha* 
the  honor  to  offer  tbe  following  report : 

1.    CoVDITlOir   OF  TBK   TrBASURT. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  give  all  the  particulars  relating  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  which  usually  accompany  an 
annual  statement ;  but  an  exposition  of  them,  under  the 
customary  genersl  headi*,  sn  far  as  they  have  been  ascer- 
tained, for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  is  subjoined. 


Brief  estimates  for  the  oAer  half  are  made,  and  such  ex- 
planations added,  as  seem  necessary  to  show  with  clearness 
not  only  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  this  time,  but  its 
probable  state  for  the  residue  of  the  year. 

According  to  the  Trea8urer*s  running  account,  the  whole 
amount  of  available  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary,  1 837,  applicable  to  public  purposes,  was  $43,468,859  97. 
From  that  sum,  there  were  on  that  day  reserved  #5,000,000; 
and  the  balance,  being  $37,468,859  97,  was,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1886,  to  be  placed  in  de- 
posite  with  the  States.  It  is  ascertained  that$S7,063,480  80 
of  it  have  since  been  actually  received  by  them. 

The  amount  of  that  portion  of  the  first  three  instalments, 
the  payment  of  which  has  not  yet  l)een  acknowledged, 
though  transfers  were  seasonably  issued  for  it,  is  1,165,575 
dollars,  18  cents.  The  remainder  is  $9,867,314  98, 
and  is  the  sum  which  was  designed  for  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  deposites  with  the  States  on  the  1st  of  October 
next.  The  amount  reserved  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Istof 
January,  has  since  been  increased,  by  returns  subsequently 
received  from  banks,  to  the  sunrof  $6,670,187  52 ;  and 
which  of  course  could  not  then  be  ascertuned  or  taken  into 
computation. 

Receipts, 

The  receipts  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  deposited  in 
banks,  and  paid  on  drafts  by  collectors  and  receivers,  so  far 
as  ascertained,  have^been : 

From  customs        -  -  -  -    $7,234,451 

From  lands  -  ,  .  -      5,303,731 

And  from  miscellaneous  sources      -  -*        512,263 

To  these  may  be  added  about  $600,000  which  remained 
in  the  hands  of  receivers,  and.  $50, 000  in  those  of  collect- 
ors, subject  to  draft  All  these  make  the  aggregate  for 
that  half  of  the  year  $  1 3, 1 87, 1 82.  If  no  further  postpone^ 
ment  be  granted  on  duty  bonds,  it  is  estimated  that  the  whole 
Receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year,  from  all  sources,  will 
be  about  $9,500,000  ;  which  would  make  them,  as  ascer- 
tained and  estimated  for  the  whole  yesr,  $22,687,182. 
But  if  the  brief  extension  of  the  present  postponement, 
brought  into  view  hereafter,  and  favorably  regarded,  be  di- 
rectCM)  by  Congress,  tbe  receipts  will  probably  be  about 
$7,000,000 ;  while,  by  a  postponement  of  the  whole  to 
another  year,  they  will  not  be  likely  to  exceed  $4,500,000. 

Looking  at  our  whole  revenue,  therefore,  from  all  quar- 
ters, it  appears  that  the  balance  of  money  reserved  at  the 
commencement  of  the  years,  ss  finally  ascertained  to  bo 
$6,670,137,  with  the  actual  receipts  for  the  first  half 
at  $13,187,182,  and  those  now  anticipated  for  the  last 
half  of  it  at  $7,000,000^  will  consUtute  an  aggregate  of 
$26,854,319. 

Expenditures, 

The  expenditures  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  were,  for 
Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse  $2,813,540  40 
Military,  including  pensions      -  -      10,603,86149 

Naval  -  .  -  .      8,297.149  6t 

Public  debt       -  .  -  -  20,882  76 


Making  an  aggregate  of    -  -  $16,788,884  8> 

The  expenditure  required  to  meet  existing  appropria- 
tions, during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  will,  as  computed, 
equal  the  sum  of  $1 6,000,000  ;  making,  for  the  whole  jear, 
$32,733,884. 

Whatever  expenditures  shall  arise  within  the  year,  upon 
new  appropriations  which  Congress  may  think  proper  to 
make,  will  require  a  corresponding  addition  to  this  amount ; 
but  without  them,  it  will  constitute  an  excess  of  $5,876,565! 
of  expenditures  over  both  the  receipts  and  the  balance  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year ;  besides  not  leaving,  at  the 
close  of  it,  any  thirig  in  the  mint  or  the  Treasury  for  fu- 
ture ttect,  or  to  meet  contingencies. 
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In  order,  therefore,  to  diacharge  that  excess,  and  retain, 
of  the  money  reserved  on  the  1  st  of  January,  one  million, 
which  is  the  smallest  sum  deemed  proper,  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  for  the  efficient  operations  of  the  mint,  and 
at  least  three  or  four  millions  more  to  answer  sudden  and 
contingent  calls,  there  will  probably  be  a  necessity  to  re- 
sort to  the  deposites  now  with  the  States,  and  to  the  in- 
stalments destined  for  them  in  October,  or  to  some  other 
resource,  for  a  sum  equal  to  $10,000,000.  By  a  report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  30th  ultimo,  it  appears  that  the  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury,  including  what  was  in  the  custody 
of  banks,  the  mint,  and  collecting  officers,  was  then 
$14,596,311  ;  that  the  amount  of  this  subject  to  immediate 
draft  was  only  $8,928,072  ;  but  the  whole  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  including  all  which  had  been  deposited  with  the 
States,  and  ordered  to  be,  though  only  a  small  part  of  the 
amount  is  subject  to  immediate  draft,  was  $41,632,381. 
Deduct  all  which  has  been,  and  was  designed  to  be,  de- 
posited with  the  Stakes,  and  there  would  be  no  balance  left 
on  hand  subject  to  draft,  though  including  every  thing 
in  the  mint,  and  in  the  isossession  of  receivers  and  collect- 
tors,  which  is  applicable  to  general  purposes. 

Hence  it  is  probable  that,  besides  the  deficiency  for  the 
expenditures  of  the  year,  no  sufficient  means  of  any  kind 
will  exist  on  the  first  of  October  next,  after  defraying  the 
intervening  expenses,  to  complete  the  instalment  &f  de- 
positee then  payable,  unless  a  large  part  of  the  bonds  for 
duties  postponed  to  that  day,  and  amounting  to  near 
$4,000,000,  and  the  million  and  a  half  then  due  on  the 
first  bond  from  the  United  States  Bank,  shall  be  punctual- 
ly paid,  or,  in  the  mean  time,  some  provision  on  this  sub- 
ject made  by  Congress. 

The  money  standing  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  and  the  Patent  Office,  as  well  as  various 
trusts,  is  not  included  in  the  above  exhibit,  for  rrasons  ex- 
plained in  the  last  annual  report.  Outstanding  and  unev 
pended  appropriations  at  the  end  of  the  year  will,  in  this 
view  of  our  financial  condition,  be  still  left  charged  on  the 
Treasury,  amounting  to  about  $16,000,000. 

This  does  not  differ  much  from  Iheir  amount  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year.  Whether  the  appropriations  unexpended 
on  the  first  of  January,  1838,  prove,  therefore,  to  be  one 
or  two  millions  larger  or  smaller  than  is  now  anticipated, 
it  must  be  manifest,  from  all  the  above  data,  that,  some  new 
legislation  is  indispensable  to  complete  satisfactorily  the 
service  of  the  year,  and  leave  a  suitable  amount  in  the 
mint  and  the  Treasury. 

Indeed,  before  submitting  the  last  annual  report,  the  in* 
dications  of  a  decrease  in  the  receipts,  and  of  an  approach- 
ing revulsion  in  our  commercial  prosperity,  appeared  so 
strong  to  the  undersigned,  that  he  fell  compelled,  with  re- 
luctance and  regret,  because  diflering  so  much  from  the 
views  of  many  others,  to  estimate  the  accruing  receipts  for 
the  year  at  only  $24,000,000. 

As  the  appropriations  asked  for  were  about  $27, 000, 000, 
it  was  then  suggested  that  the  occurrence  of  a  deficiency 
was  probable.  When  those  appropriations  became  in  fact 
enlarged  by  Congress  to  more  than  $32,000,000,  it  ren- 
dered a  deficiency  inevitable,  to  the  extent  now  anticipated, 
unless  the  receipts  should  happen  greatly  to  exceed  the 
estimates. 

II.  On  the  fostpoxemxnt  of  thk  patmknt  op  bond^ 

FOH    DUTIXS. 

The  first  suggestions  which  will  he  submitted  concern- 
ing such  special  legislation  as  appears  proper  in  consequence 
of  the  recent  embarrassments  of  the  country,  relate  to  the 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties. 

Barly  in  May  last,  the  collection  of  thu  revenue  from 
customs  became  much  obstructed  through  the  severe  pe- 
cuniary difKculttes  of  the  mercantile  interect.  The  Treas- 
ury Department  felt  an  anxiety  not  only  to  take  steps  which 


might  increase  the  security  of  the  Government  tor  evenl&al 
payment,  but,  in  an  emergency  so  great,  and  to  many 
so  unexpected,  to  furnish  all  the  relief  from  sacrifices  which 
could  judiciously  be  extended  under  its  limited  poweit, 
and  in  anticipation  of  what  would  probably  be  its  atniten- 
ed  condition  in  a  few  months. 

A  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  bonds  falling  due 
was,  therefore,  and  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
Executive,  authorized  for  periods  from  thirty  to  ninety 
days,  on  interest  and  additional  security,  and  in  a  manner 
more  liberal  than  usual,  by  permitting  it  Itefore  as  well  as 
after  suit,  in  ail  cases  of  embarrassment,  great  hardship,  oi 
insolvency. 

The  peculiar  terms,  and  the  reasons  for  such  postpone- 
ment, are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  documents  annexed. 
[A.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  col- 
lector of  New  Yorit.  B.  Instructions  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury.] 

When  the  difficulties  in  discharging  bonds  in  a  legal 
currency  became  increased  by  the  suspension  of  spede  pay- 
ments in  some  of  the  principal  cities,  and  the  Prendent 
decided  to  call  a  special  session  of  Congress,  the  postpone- 
ment was  allowed  to  be  extended  till  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  in  order  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
afforded  to  obtain  further  relief  by  new  legislation.  Urgent 
requests  were  made  for  an  indiscriminate  delay  of  payment 
on  all  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  for  the  receipt, 
in  discharge  of  them,  of  notes  issued  by  banks  not  paying 
specie.  [See  memorials  from  New  York,  Boston,  and 
New  Orleans,  and  copies  of  a  reply  to  one  of  them,  and 
letter  to  collector  of  New  York,  C,  D,  E,  and  F  I  and  2.] 

It  was  not  deemed  proper  to  comply  with  these  reqnesti. 
But  as  long  a  delay  as  our  fiscal  situation  justified,  and 
every  relief  as  to  the  currency  which  seemed  legal,  by  the 
receipt  of  debenture  certificates  and  Treasury  drafts,  for 
duties  were  permitted,  in  mitigation  of  the  existing  em- 
barrassments. 

Having,  in  this,  done  all  that  a  sound  and  liberal  ex- 
ercise of  the  discretion  of  the  Depairtment  appeared  either 
to  justify  or  require,  no  intention  exists,  nor  would  it  be 
proper  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  grant  any 
indulgences  beyond  those  already  authorized,  without  the 
express  direction  of  Congress. 

Some  further  facts  which  may  be  ussful  to  aid  its  mem- 
Iters  in  coming  to  a  correct  conclusion  on  this  subject,  arr, 
that  the  amount  of  bonds  which  have  already  been  post- 
poned to  the  I  St  ef  October,  is  about  $3,500,000,  aod  by 
that  date  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  increased  to  $4,000,0(H)- 

If  Congress  permit  no  longer  postponement,  the  receipt* 
for  the  year  will  probably  bo  increased  by  the  indulgences 
already  granted,  as  they  have  been  allowed,  generallyt  on 
additional  security,  and  always  on  interest. 

But  as  suits  and  delays  in  collection  will  still  occor, 
though  to  a  less  extent  than  in  the  first  stages  of  the  pres- 
sure, it  is  expected  that  not  over  two- thirds  of  the  amount 
postponed  before  the  close  of  this  month  can  be  collected 
during  the  current  year. 

The  bonds  already  put  in  suit  since  the  middle  of  Mav? 
amount  to  nearly  $1,000,000.  But  if  Coiigress  extend 
the  postponement  till  next  January,  as  was  originally  re* 
quested  by  some  of  the  parties,  or  for  one  year,  as  recently 
requested  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Yorlr, 
(F  3,)  the  receipts  for  the  present  year  will  probably  be 
thereby  lessened  from  four  to  five  millions. 

Should  Congress,  however,  adopt  an  intermediate  cour«e, 
as  an  act  not  of  mere  benevolence,  but  of  additional  relief, 
which  appears  xeasonable,  under  the  extraordinary  mercan- 
tile distresses  of  the  tiroes,  and  more  safe  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  respect  to  eventual  colltHStionsy  it  might  sanction 
a  delay  not  to  exceed,  altogether,  six  months  beyond  the 
original  period  of  payment,  in  any  particular  case.  It  >* 
computed  that  this  would  diminish  the  receipts,  during  the 
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prasent  yMr,  about  Iwo  aod  a  half  milliona  of  dollars;  bat, 
if  granted  oq  the  osual  terms,  would  increaae  the  reoeipta, 
next  year,  in  a  greater  proportion,  by  the  interest  aocruiog, 
as  well  as  by  the  fuller  collections  which  would  probably 
be  made  in  a  greater  number  of  cases. 

The  opinion  of  the  Department  on  these  various  propo- 
sitions is,  that,  considering  merely  our  present  financial 
neeeMitiee,  no  further  postponement  can  be  regarded  as  ex- 
pedient, though  in  some  other  respects,  as  fully  detailed  in 
the  recent  letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  (F  3,) 
the  last  delay  mentioned  might  be  found  justifiable  and 
more  beneficial.  But  if  a  law  be  passed  extending  credit 
on  the  bondi*,  it  is  supposed  that,  in  any  conect  view  of 
the  subject,  its  provisions  need  not  be  continued  in  force 
beyond  the  period  when  the  worst  effects  of  the  pressure 
will  be  likely  to  have  ceased,  and  when  all  imports  could, 
by  a  further  extension  of  the  warehouse  system,  be  advan- 
tageously made  payable  in  cash,  at  the  time  the  goods  are 
wanted  for  immediate  consumption. 

The  extension  of  that  system  is,  therefore,  respectfiilly 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  present  subject,  as  it  might  introduce  as  great 
an  improvement  in  the  collection  of  imposts,  as  the  substi- 
toticm  of  cash  for  credit  did  in  the  collection  of  revenue  from 
the  sales  of  public  lands.  It  would  certainly  increase  the 
security,  ease,  and  promptitude  of  the  operation ;  would  dis- 
pense entirely  with  the  trouble  and  risk  in  the  payment  of 
debentures;  work  favorably  to  the  manufacturing  interests; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  facilitate  our  trade  in  foreign  articles, 
IS  well  as  exonerate  the  merchant  from  many  embarrass- 
ments in  regard  to  sureties  and  guarantees. 

III.  Obstacles  in  the  wat  or  tkaksferriso  the  last 

JNSTALMEICT  OF  SEPOSITXS  TO  TBK  STATES. 

Early  legislation  has  likewise  become  necessary,  either 
to  withhold  or  postpone,  for  a  reasonable  period,  the  fourth 
insUlment  of  depositee  with  the  States,  or  to  furnish  sueh 
aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  them  in  a  satisfiictory 
manner. 

By  the  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the 
consequent  necessity,  under  the  deposits  act,  to  discontinue 
most  of  the  public  depositories,  the  transfers  from  the  banks 
in  the  West  and  Southwest  to  the  seaboard,  which  were 
necessary  to  place  much  of  the  money  in  a  position  to  bo 
conveniently  lodged  with  the  Sutes  in  October,  have,  in 
several  instances,  been  defeated.  They  had,  as  in  case  of 
(be  former  instalments,  been  ordered  seasonably,  though, 
as  a  general  rule,  only  where  rendered  proper,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  great  accumulation  of  public  funds  in  ah  unfa- 
▼orable  sitnation,  on  account  of  the  course  of  trade  and  ex- 
changes, to  be  paid  directly  to  the  respective  States.  But, 
in  the  troubled  condition  of  the  money  market,  they  had 
cot  been,  injuriously  hastened  as  to  the  time  of  payment, 
and,  consequently,  falling  due  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
and  early  in  autumn,  near  two -thirds  of  the  whole  amount 
of  tbejie  funds  still  on  hand  have  l^een  detained  in  the  West 
and  Suuthwest,  where  they  had  so  unusually  augmentrd  from 
the  large  sales  of  public  lands.  Hence,  if  the  last  deposits 
with  the  States  was,  in  tliis  position  of  the  money,  to  be  at- 
tempted, the  orders  directing  it  must,  in  many  cases,  be  made 
on  places  remote,  and  very  inconvenient  to  some  of  the  re- 
ceiving Slates,  on  sccount  of  the  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade,  or  tho  rates  of  exchange ;  and  must  be  met,  if  at  all, 
in  a  corrency  unacceptable  and  greatly  depreciated.  Trans- 
fer* of  portions  of  the  July  instalment  could  not,  from  the 
same  canse,  be  effected  in  the  precise  mode  intended,  nor 
from  the  banks  most  desirable,  though  much  of  it  had 
reached  the  appropriate  points,  to  render  the  operation  easy, 
before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  In  all  cases  in 
which  they  wore  not  offered  to  be  paid  in  a  currency 
satisftfctnry  to  the  States,  their  aorents  were  requested 
to  return  the  orders  of  transfer  till  Congress  could  make 


new  and  suitable  provisions  on  the  subject     [See  form  of 
letter  and  postscript  to  States,  G.] 

But  this  request  has  not  always  been  complied  with. 
About  1(1,165,575  of  that  instalment  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceipted for  by  the  States  to  the  Treasury,  nor  the  orders 
returned.  On  the  contrary,  the  United  States  Bank,  char- 
tared  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  lately  become  the 
purchaser  of  several  of  these  orders,  though  not  given  by 
any  debt,  but  merely  directing  a  tranafer  front  one  public 
depositary  to  another.  This  institution  has  demanded  of 
the  banks  on  which  they  are  drawn  that  payment  should 
be  made  to  her  in  specie;  and,  on  their  failing  to  do  so,  has 
caused  the  orders  to  be  protested.  Under  these  circuu- 
Btances,  and,  as  the  depositee  with  the  States  were  to  be 
made  of  what  was  in  the  Treasury,  and  consequently  in 
the  banks,  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  it  is  for  Congress  to 
decide  whether  payment  shall  be  made  of  any  of  those  or- 
ders in  a  mode  and  currency  different  from  the  rest  of  the 
third  instalment  of  deposites  widi  the  States. 

Another  reason  for  withholding  or  postponing  the  Octo- 
ber depositee,  or  for  some  legal  provision  to  aid  in  comple- 
ting them,  is,  that  a  sum  equal  to  the  revenue  probably  ac- 
cruing, and  a  large  portion  of  these  depoutes,  had,  before 
they  w'ere  payable,  been  expressly  appropriated  by  Congress 
to  other  objecta.  When  looking  to  the  rapid  decrease  in 
our  receipts,  to  the  expected  deficient  in  tho  course  of  the 
year,  and  the  great  amount  of  oototanding  appropriations 
which,  at  the  close  of  it,  will  be  left  unpaid,  much  of  that 
whole  instalment  seems  likely  to  be  needed  at  an  early  day. 
By  either  of  the  firvt  two  measures,  the  money  could,  so- 
cording  to  ita  original  destination,  be  applied  to  the  neces- 
sary wanta  of  the  General  Government,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  drawn  -from  the  banks  in  legal  funds.  In  that  way,  ao 
desirable  an  object  would  also  be  accomplished,  without  the 
expense  and  delay  of  the  money  being  first  paid  over  to  tho 
t^tates,  aod  then  subjected  to  an  early  recall.  On  the  other 
hand,  several  of  the  States  might,  in  the  present  posture 
of  their  afiairs,  experience  considerable  inconvenience,  either 
by  not  receiving  it,  or  by  soon  refunding  s  large  portion  of 
ita  amount;'  and  many  of  the  lianks  which  hold  it  might 
be  able  more  satisfactorily  to  pay  it  to  the  Statca  than  to 
the  Treasury.  But,  though  the  subject  is  one  of  much 
delicacy  and  difiiculty,  and  peculiarly  proper  for  the  final 
action  of  Congress,  it  may  be  expected  that  this  Depart- 
ment should  express  some  opinion  as  to  which  course  sp- 
pears  most  eligible  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances. 
It  is,  therefore, ^with  deference,  suggested  thst,  when  re- 
garding their  condition  and  the  importance  of  meeting  with 
efficiency  and  good  faith  all  the  obligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  public  creditors,  it  would  be  most  judicious  to 
spply  the  whole  instalment,  as  fest  as  it  is  wanted  and  can 
be  collected,  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  these  obligstions ; 
and  that  the  last  deposite  with  the  States,  not  being  a  debt, 
but  a  mere  temporary  disposal  of  a  surplus,  should  be  post- 
poned until  Congress,  in  some  different  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, when  such  an  available  surplus  may  exbt,  shall  see  a 
manifest  propriety  and  ability  in  completing  the  depo4(e, 
and  shall  give  directions  to  that  effect.  Consequently  no 
further  steps  will  be  taken  as  to  the  deposite  of  any  part  of 
that  instalment  till  Congress  has  had  an  opportunity  to  act 
upon  the  subject  in  such  manner  as,  in  the  present  posture 
of  afiQiirs,  ita  superior  wisdom  may  consider  preferable. 

IV.  Difficulty  ix  fating  the  appropbiatioss,  and 

ON  THE  ISSUE  OF  TRSASUBT  NOTES. 

Some  further  obstacles  exist  in  the  way  of  discharging 
aatiefactorily  all  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
by  Congress. 

The  effecta  which  may  be  produced  upon  the  accruing 
revenue,  by  granting  or  withholding  further  delays  on 
bonds  tor  duties,  havo  alreaily  lieen  explained. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  likelihood,  in  the  present 
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pressure,  thAt  the  payment  of  cash  datiee,  to  the  •stent  of 
one  million  of  dollars  more  than  usual,  will  be  onaTotdahly 
deferred  to  another  year,  as  the  impoKers,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  are  entitled  to  certain  delays,  by  keeping  in 
■tore  the  woollen  goods  which  pay  such  duties. 

This  circumstance,  in  connexion  with  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  the  bonds,  whether  longer  postponed  or  not, 
will  seosibly  increase  the  embarrassments  which  have  been 
specially  pointed  out,  and  otherwise  exist,  in  paying  with 
promptitude  and  in  a  legal  manner  the  large  appropria- 
tions chargeable  upon  the  residue  of  the  current  year. 

Hence,  after  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the  available 
means  became  highly  probable,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
to  adopt  any  judicious  and  lawful  measure  to  remedy  it, 
which  was  within  the  power  of  the  I>epartment.  Accord- 
ingly, though  large  quantities  of  public  lands  were  still  in 
market  unsold,  and  though  the  receipts  from  this  source 
during  the  year  would  be  higher  than  anticipated,  in  con- 
sequence, among  other  things,  of  a  construction  put  upon 
the  pre-emption  laws,  admitting  a  large  clan  of  settlers  to 
entries,  it  was  supposed  that  som«  further  tracts,  in  places 
much  desired  by  the  new  States,  might  prudently  be  offer- 
ed. A  few  such  bare  been  advertised ;  but  sufficient  time, 
after  due  notice,  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  realize  any  thing 
from  them. 

If  the  fourth  insulroent  of  the  depositee  with  the  States 
be  deferred,  and  the  difficulty  in  seasonably  transferring  it 
be  thus  removed,  yet,  being  chiefly  in  the  custody  of  banks 
not  paying  specie,  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot  be  imme- 
diately realized  in  funds  suitable  to  meet  existing  appro- 
priations. If  it  be  not  deferred,  some  further  provision 
will  be  still  more  indispensable  to  enable  the  Treasury  not 
only  to  place  it  with  the  States,  but  to  pay  all  the  public 
creditors  and  officers  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  until  the 
duties  now  due  from  the  merchants,  and  the  funds  now 
in  the  discontinued  deposite  bsnks,  can  be  collected.  It 
is  true,  that  a  resort  to  the  States  for  refunding  portions  of 
the  large  sums  already  deposited  with  them  would  also  re- 
main by  law ;  but  under  the  limitations  of  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  it  would  be  very  slow  in  its  operation,  and,  if  com- 
plied with,  would  prove  entirely  insufficient  to  answer 
euch  an  urgent  occasion  as  the  present  During  the  en- 
suing quarter,  the  wholo  amount  that  could  be  legally  re- 
called would  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Hence  it  seems  expedient,  either  in  aid  or  exclu- 
sion of  a  requisition  on  the  States,  (as  may  be  deemed 
most  suitable  by  Congress,)  to  provide  some  temporary 
resource  until  enough  of  the  fourth  instalment,  or  other 
means  in  the  IVeasury,  can  be  rendered  available  to  dis- 
charge all  the  public  engagements.  It  need  not  be  a  loan, 
or  an  increase  of  taxes  of  any  kind,  as  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  respect  to  its  finances,  (whatever  temporary 
embarrassment  the  recent  convulsions  in  commerce  and 
banking  may  have  crieated,)  is  far  from  having  any  just 
cause  for  despondency.  It  is  neither  overwhelmed  with  a 
national  debt,  nor  destitute  of  large  pecuniary  resources 
o9  hand  ;  but,  entirely  free  from  the  former,  it  is  so  amply 
supplied  with  the  latter  as  to  have  in  the  I'reasury  over 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  eight  or  ten  millions  more  in 
bonds,  which  will  soon  become  payable.  But  a  large  por- 
tion being  in  deposite  with  the  States,  and  the  residue 
chiefly  in  banks  and  in  the  hands  of  merchants,  under  the 
difficultres  before  named,  in  procuring  promptly,  and  in  a 
legal  currency,  the  amounts  of  money  which  are  needed, 
some  collateral  aid,  for  a  short  |)eriod,  till  a  sufficiency  can 
be  collected,  appears  to  be  judicious,  if  not  indispensable. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  energies  of  the  country  generally 
are  not  paralyzed,  nor  its  prospects  clonded  by  any  great 
physical  calamities ;  and  hence  its  immediate  wants  can, 
without  doubt,  be  provided  for  in  various  ways. 

One  mode  would  be  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  receivable  for  all  public  dues,  but  without  interest. 


These  would  differ  from  the  drafts  or  checks  novr  m  «n 
only  as  the  latter  are  given  for  immediate  payment,  tnd 
drawn  on  persons  and  banks'  having  public  money  sufr 
cient  to  meet  them  ;  and,  consequently,  the  holAers  muit 
be  exposed  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  presenting  them 
at  the  places  where  payable.  Still  they  are  nearly  on  « 
par  with  specie.  In  the  present  deranged  stats  of  bank 
paper  and  exchange,  and  in  the  favorable  condition  of  the 
General  Government,  by  its  ample  resources  and  exemp- 
tion from  pecuniary  liabilities,  to  impart  the  grsstest  con- 
fidence in  respect  to  the  redemption  of  such  notes,  it  ii 
probable  that  they  would  readily  be  taken  at  par  by  most 
of  the  public  creditors.  Especially  wouM  this  be  likely 
to  happen,  provided  they  were  issu^  in  denoninstuMM  u 
low  as  twenty,  fifty,  and  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  not  in 
too  large  quantities,  but  used  only  in  anticipation  of  tlM 
accruing  revenue  on  occasional  emergencies,  and  to  a 
limited  amount. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  should  the  Department,  doriog 
the  present  delinquency  of  many  of  the  public  deblon,  be 
exposed  to  such  very  large  calls,  and  oollect  so  Utile  leve- 
nue,  as  not  to  be  able,  by  both  the  above  notes  and  drafts, 
to  meot  all  its  engagements  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  the  President  should  possess  a  con- 
tingent authority  to  cause  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
bearing  an  interest  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent. 

Specie  could  always  be  raised  on  these  for  the  pnUie 
creditor,  when  he  preferred  it.  But  as  notes  bearing  loocfa 
interest  would  soon  cease  to  be  used  in  ciroulation,  (and  if 
they  should  not,  would,  as  a  currency,  he  troublasoffls  in 
the  computation  of  interest,  and  too  strongly  tend  to  ex- 
elude  specie  from  the  country,)  it  might  be  advis&ble  not 
to  make  them  receivable,  at  first,  for  any  public  dues,  bot 
only  to  resort  to  that  measure  afterwards,  when  it  should 
be  found  convenient  for  redeeming  them. 

In  connexion  with  the  issue  of  any  Tieasuiy  notss,  it 
is  believed  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  provision  for  their 
early  and  final  redemption.  This  eould  be  accompliihcd 
by  enacting,  that  when  the  money  on  hand  in  the  Trsi- 
sury  and  the  mint,  available  for  public  purposes,  may  ex- 
ceed a  given  amount  of  four  or  five  milliona,  it  shall  te  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  these  notes 
(securing  priority  to  any  on  interest)  to  he  redeemed  to 
such  an  extoit  as  the  surplus  may  exceed  that  som,  sd^ 
what  will  probably  be  needed  to  defray  cnrrent  expenses. 
It  being  belioTed  that  a  reduction  of  the  tariff;  and  suitable 
regulations  concerning  the  sales  of  public  land,  ought  at  a 
proper  time  to  be  put  in  force,  eo  aa  to  present  any  large 
and  regular  accumulation  in  the  Treasury,  the  Depaitment 
would  respectfully  propose  that,  in  case  of  any  unexpected 
excess  beyond  the  sums  above  specified,  it  should  merely 
be  invested,  in  a  temporary  manner,  in  aafo  State  stocks, 
at  their  market  rate,  subject  to  be  aK>ld  again  whenever  the 
proceeds  shall  be  wanted  to  discbarge  existing  appropria- 
tions. 

An  additional  consideration  in  favor  of  those  messnrfs 
is,  that  since  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  which  absorb* 
ed  any  occasional  surplus  of  receipts,  it  is  impossilde^  ac- 
cording to  the  views  expressed  in  jsome  previous  reporiB 
from  the  undersigned,  that,  with  aourcea  of  revenue  so 
fluctuating  as  ours,  and  so  dependent  on  commercial  pros- 
perity, any  fiscal  operations  should  be  long  continued  with 
ease,  vigor,  and  uniformity,  without  some  suck  rpgnlator 
as  a  power  to  issue  and  redeem  Treaeury  notes,  or  to  in- 
vest and  sell  the  investment  of  eurpluqfte.  By  any  other 
course  we  should  constantly  be  expoeed  to  great  defieiencifSt 
or  excesses,  with  all  their  attendant  embarrassments.  If 
depositijig  the  excesses  with  the  States,  subject  to  be  re- 
called to  supply  deficiencies,  the  pecuniary  profit  to  the 
whole  Union  will  be  no  greater,  while  such  a  course  msy 
involve  us  in  a  eeries  of  vexatious  demands  on  them,  ac- 
compant<!d  by  various  dangers,  both  to  them  and  the  Gen- 


APPENDIX— To  G(de$8f  SeatorCs  Register: 


15 


Report  on  Ute  Fmaneea. 


[36Ui  Govs.  Ist.Sxsa. 


«r«l  GoveraoMiit;  aad,  m  the  nmui  time,  it  ii  fearad  wUI, 
•n  many  ifMtaiiec8»  tend  to  excite  excessee  and  evii«  aimUar 
to  aooM  of  those  under  which  the  coontry  ia  nowanfieriog. 

V.    Ow  THE  SAPS-KSBPISro  Of  THE  PUBLIC  MOKXT 
■SREAFTXn. 

The  arrangemeiita  for  keeping  the  public  money  which 
bad  been  in  aaceessfiil  operation  for  a  few  yeara  previona 
to  the  pa«nge  of  4he.  depoaite  act  of  1836,  became  par- 
tially embarrassed  by  carrying  into  effect  aome  of  its  pro- 
viaiona.  But  the  enfoFcement  of  them  all,  whore  not  en- 
tirely perfected,  was  in  aeaaonable  progreaa  in  May  last, 
when  the  Department  waa  compelled  by  the  act  to  giTe 
notice  to  anch  of  the  selected  banks  aa  had  suspended  spe- 
€3^  paymenta  that  they  could  no  longer  be  considered  as 
gnieral  depoaitoriee  of  the  public  money.  [See  circular  I.] 
A  list  ia  annexed  of  ail  before  employed  in  that  capacity, 
which  haTO^  been  disconUnoed.  [K.] 

After  doe  inquiriea  to  procure  other  depositories,  in  con- 
formity to  the  act,  the  Department  has  completed  the 
appmntment  of  only  oae.  This,  and  four  more  that  ha^c 
not  auapended,  with  one  that  has  resumed  specie  payments, 
(making  aiz  in  aU,)  conatitBte  the  present  bank  depositories 
for  general  purposes.  A  schedule  of  them  is  added.  [L.] 
During  the  inability  to  obtain  specie-paying  banks  at 
other  pointa,  the  Treasimr,  being  required  by  the  closing 
part  oi  the  eigkrth  aeotien  of  the  act,  to  keep  and  disburse 
the  public  money  according  to  the  laws  before  in  force,  has 
done  it  in  conformity  to  the  Tcry  wide  discretion  which 
exiateJ  when  no  rales  were  in  force,  that  had  been  pre- 
scribed by  Congress,  except  to  ««keep"  and  "disburse  the 
Ame"  under  the  general  auperintendence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  A  part  of  it  has,  therefore,  been  kept 
in  special  depoaite  in  this  city,  a  portion  of  it  in  tha  mint, 
and  the  vesidue  with  the  officers  colleetmg  it,  until  it  was 
wanted  for  pnUic  pnrpoaes,  or  until  it  accumulated  in  such 
sums  at  any  point  aa  not  to  be,  probably,  wanted  there  for 
such  use.  [See  two  circulars,  M  and  N.]  In  the  first 
case  it  haa»  from  time  to  time,  been  applied  to  the  payment 
of  creditora,  by  drafts  on  the  receiyers  or  collectors ;  and 
in  the  last,  the  excess  has  been  directed  to  be  temporarily 
placed  with  banks  not  remotely  situated,  and  in  special  de- 
posile  for  aaieiy,  until  wanted  for  expenditure  elsewhere,  or 
until  aome  new  legislation  shall  take  place  in  relation  to  it. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Department  would  re- 
spectfully auggest  some  proyisiona  which  may  be  more 
■pecific,  and  may  be  required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  dis- 
buratng  of  the  public  money. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  Government  and  the 
country,  two  syatema  are  proposed,  either  of  which,  it  is 
beliered,  may  be  practicable  and  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  crisis.  One  is,  an  enlargement  and  adaptation  of  the 
patera  partially  employed  aince  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments^  ao  aa  to  make  it  answer  all  necessary  purposes. 
Thia  could  be  effected  merely  by  assigning  to  our  existing 
officers  and  eatabliahmenta  aome  additional  duties. 

The  Treaaurer,  at  the  seat  of  Government;  the  mint, 
with  iu  branch  at  New  Orleans,  and  another  which  baa 
been  contemplated,  and  ia  much  needed,  at  New  York,  for 
ether  purposes;  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  receivers  of 
monej  for  the  aalea  of  land,  aa  well  as  postmasters,  might 
all  be  directed  to  keep  in  safety,  not  only  the  public  money 
collected  by  them,  but  all  actually  placed  in  their  posses- 
•ion,  by  transfer  or  otherwise.  As  fiscal  agents,  they 
might  aJso  be  requirdd  to  pay  over  and  transfer  it  for  such 
public  porpooea  aa  may  be  authorized  by  Congress,  and 
under  each  regulationa  as  the  Treasury  Department  from 
time  to  time  may  prescribe.  Indeed,  the  third  section  of 
the  poat  o&oo  law  of  1825,  with  the  bond  taken  under  it 
aa  to  the  agency  of  the  poetmaaters,  is,  perhapa,  already 
safficiently  broad  for  that  clasa  of  offioera.  At  pointa  like 
New  YoAf  and  a  few  others^  where  a  likelihood  exiated 


that  the  sums  would  permanently  be  large,  but  which, 
under  a  reduced  revenue  and  expenditure,  would  seldom 
occur,  authority  might  be  given  to  appoint  the  clerka  now 
acting  as  cashiers  or  tellers  under  the  collectors  and  receiv- 
era,  or  other  more  auitable  persons,  to  act  as  keepers  and 
paymaaters  of  the  public  money.  But  they  should  be  made 
independent  of  the  collectora  and  receivers,  and  placed  under 
the  like  tenure  of  office,  and  under  suitable  bonds.  Addi- 
tional means  of  safety,  and  such  additional  but  limited 
compensation  to  any  ci  the  above  officera,  might  be  pro- 
vided, aa  the  increased  risk  and  labor  might  render  just ; 
but  in  only  a  few  casea  would  theae  last  be  much  augmented 
at  any  place. 

Taking  the  year  1834  as  furnishing  a  apecimen  suffi- 
ciently large  of  the  probable  btisineas  in  future  connected 
with  the  general  operationa  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
but,  of  course,  not  including  the  separate  establishment  of 
the  poat  office,  the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued  in 
that  yenr  was  a  little  under  five  thousand,  and,  though 
differing  much  in  actual  amount,  averaging  about  $5,000 
each.  This  would  be  leaa  than  twenty  warranta  a  day, 
and  hence  would  require  leas  than  one  per  day  to  be  paid 
in  each  of  the  twenty-six  States.  They  difibred,  in  fact, 
from  four  per  day  in  this  District,  and  two  per  day  in  New 
York,  which  were  the  highest  numbers,  to  only  one  per 
week  in  several  of  the  States.  [See  table  P.]  The  busi- 
ness at  each  office  daily,  or  even  weekly,  in  making  pay- 
menta  of  the  drafla,  woultl  therefore,  be  very  little.  If 
more  than  one  draft  issued  on  a  warrant,  the  business 
would  be  increased  in  that  proportion,  unless  the  whela 
paymenta  were  reduced,  as  is  probable,  hereafter  to  six- 
teen or  seventeen  millions  yearly. 

In  regard  to  the  risk,  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  at 
any  one  time,  if  all  placed  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and 
receivers,  would  not,  on  an  average,  exceed  $30,000  with 
each  of  the  present  number. 

But  if  the  amount,  beaides  one  million  in  the  mint,  waa 
chiefly  in  the  handa  of  half  the  present  number,  which 
would  approach  nearer  to  the  probable  result,  the  sum  with 
each  would  still  be  less  than  most  of  the  oxiating  bonds  of 
receivers ;  and  when  exceeding  theirs,  or  thoae  of  the  prin- 
cipal collectors,  the  excess,  in  most  cases,  could  be  readily 
prevented  or  reduced,  by  being  drawn  out  to  pay  creditors, 
or  be  conveniently  transferr^  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  to  the  mint 
and  its  branches.  Until  one  of  the  latter  is  authorized  at 
New  York,  the  substitute  before  mentioned,  of  one  of  the 
present  officers  in  the  customs  there  as  an  independent 
keeper  and  paymaster  of  the  public  money  could  be  adopted, 
and,  if  deemed  prudent,  be  extended  to  any  other  similar 
place. 

In  this  mode,  the  present  number  of  officera  connected 
vrith  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue  through- 
out the  Unite<l  Sutes  need  not  be  at  all  increased.  Nor 
will  it  become  necessary,  except  in  a  few  cases,  to  augment 
their  compensation.  Twenty  or  thirty  thousand  doilara  a 
year  would  probably  cover  the  whole  additional  expense  of 
every  kind. 

The  other  system  to  which  the  attention  and  considera^ 
tion  of  Congress  are  respectfully  invited,  is  a  new  organi- 
zation, by  means  of  commissioners  or  receivers  general,  to 
gather  the  collections  to  more  central  points,  and  keep  and 
disburse  there  a  large  portion  of  the  public  money,  or  such 
as  could  not  be  kept  safely  and  expended  conveniently  in 
the  hands  of  the  collecting  officers.  Such  an  organisation 
might  be  at  only  three  or  four  of  the  most  imporUnt  poinU  $ 
or  it  might  be  maxle  more  extensive,  and  the  number  en- 
larged to  eight  or  ten.  This  could  be  arranged,  in  all  im- 
portant particulars,  substantially  in  the  manner  which  ia 
now  in  very  aocoessful  practice  in  some  of  the  most  en- 
lightened and  opulent  Govemmenta  of 'Europe,  and  as  waa 
urgently  recommended  by  thia  Department  aa  early  aa 
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1790.  [See  extract  O.]  The  only  material  difference 
need  be,  to  pay  out  more  of  the  money  near  the  places 
where  it  is  collected,  rather  than  fir^t  to  transmit  most  of  it 
to  the  seat  of  Government  This  organization  of  fiscal 
agents  would  be  advantageous  as  a  separate  establishment 
for  this  business  alone,  and  as  an  independent  check  on 
most  of  those  collecting  the  revenue.  But  it  would  require 
some  addition  to  the  present  number  of  officers,  and  in  the 
first  instance  would  more  increase  the  public  expenses. 

But  the  whole  addition  of  principal  officers  neisd  not  ex- 
ceed ten.  Nor  would  the  increased  annual  expense  to 
the  Government  probably  amount  to  over  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  aa  the  system  would  enable  both  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments  to  dispense  with  several  of 
their  agents  for  making  looal  disbursements.  The  dan- 
ger of  any  losses  will  be  nearly  the  same  under  both  plans. 
It  is  impossible  to  conduct  the  afiairs  of  Government,  or 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  society,  without  trust  and  risk 
of  some  kind.  But  one  great  object,  wherever  pecuniary 
confidence  is  reposed,  should  always  be  to  require  the  best 
safeguards  which  appear  reasonable ;  and  in  either  of  these 
systems,  as  hereafter  explained,  the  amount  trusted  can  be 
more  easily  kept  from  becoming  excessive,  and  the  hazard 
of  losses,  affecting  the  deposite  agent  by  his  lending  or 
trading,  be  fully  obviated,  by  the  strict  prohibition  of  both 
the  latter  under  severe  penalties. 

Our  direct  losses  from  either  collecting  or  deposite  agents 
have  si  ways  been  comparatively  small.  Those  by  the 
former,  it  is  believed,  have  not  equalled  those  by  the  latter, 
though  the  latter,  being  banks,  have  usually  in  the  end  paid 
most  of  their  depositee.  The  losses  by  the  former  are  also 
supposed  not  to  have  exceeded  one-fifth  of  those  on  the 
bonds  of  merchants  for  duties,  and  probably  not  one- 
eighth  of  those  from  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  under 
the  credit  system. 

Occasional  and  strict  examinations  of  the  money  on 
hand,  where  large  in  amount,  would  furnish  a  strong  safe- 
guard beyond  the  character  of  the  officer,  and  the  property 
of  himself  and  sureties,  and  which  it  might  be  provided 
should  be  made  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  or  in  any 
other  mode  deemed  most  eligible  to  constitute  an  effectual 
check. 

The  plans  which  have  been  explained  as  to  fiscal  agents, 
re  suggested  for  consideration,  under  a  belief  that  either  is 
appropriate  in  the  present  posture  of  afiairs ;  that  they  re- 
quire but  slight  changes  in  our  existing  laws  or  usages ; 
and,  whatever  objections  can  be  adduced  against  them, 
will,  at  the  same  time,  be  found  to  possess  many  signal  ad- 
vantages. 

They  will  not,  so  much  as  some  other  modes  of  keeping 
the  public  money,  expose  the  Treasury  to  disappoint- 
ments and  delays,  through  a  dangerous  partnership  of  in- 
interest,  or  the  use  of  that  money  for  private  or  corporate 
purposes.  As  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  or  speculation  affect 
.the  persons  who  borrow  from  the  public  banking  deposi- 
tories, the  evil  consequences  must  sometimes  inevitably 
reach  and  embarrass  the  Treasury  itself.  Nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  these  modes,  like  our  former  one,  cause 
frequent  injury  to  those  who,  trading  on  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  are  subject  to  be  most  pressed  to  refund  it 
when  least  able.  It  is  believed,  likewise,  that  the  funds  of 
the  Treasury  can  be  always  more  readily  commanded  in  a 
legal  currency,  and  the  hopes  of  its  creditors  not  defeated, 
nor  its  faith  violated  so  often,  if  the  money  is  not  loaned 
out,  either  in  full  or  in  part,  but,  as  in  other  countries,  is 
retained  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  in  the  actual  cus- 
tody of  officers  exclusively  fiscal.  In  other  countries,  the 
public  money  is  believed  to  be  seldom,  if  ever,  chargeable 
to  the  Treasurer,  till  it  is  either  paid  over  on  some  drnf^ 
so  that  he  can  get  credit  for  the  payment,  (and  which 
mode  is  practised  somewhat  in  England,  as  well  as  here,  and 
extensively  in  France,)  or  lodg«^,  not  in  deposite  in  any 


bank,  but  in  his  own  poasession  at  the  seat  of  Govemmeni. 
In  the  former  mode,  the  systems  now  proposed,  and  espe- 
cially the  first  one,  would  operate  so  as  to  disbune  at  etch 
point  most  of  the  public  money  collected  near,  and  would 
thus  enable  the  Treasury  to  command  its  resources  with 
less  delay ;  the  money  not  being  previously  paid  over  at 
some  distance,  and  to  a  separate  set  of  agents,  as  his 
usually  been  the  practice  here  in  the  use  of  banks ;  nor 
much  of  it  transported  inconveniently  to  the  capital,  as  has 
usually  been  the  practice  elsewhere.  This  mode  would 
thus  possess  one  of  the  greatest  excellencies  in  any  fiscal 
system :  which  is,  to  pay  over  quickest  to  the  public  creditor, 
and  with  the  least  official  complexity,  whatever  is  collected 
from  the  public  debtor. 

Besides  these  advantages,  others  would  be,  t\vit  the 
money  in  the  Treasury,  under  both  of  the  plans  submitted, 
can  always  be  more  easily  kept  down  to  moderate  dimen- 
sions, by  reductions  in  the  revenue,  and  by  temporary  in- 
vestments of  an  occasional  surplus,  as  there  will  be  no  an- 
tagonist interest  connected  with  it,  wishing  for  loans  and 
the  use  of  surpluses,  and  thus  co-operating  to  prevent  a 
reduction. 

The  existing  establishments  and  officers,  whenever  con- 
venient, would  be  employed  without  a  double  machinerj, 
or  the  organization  of  a  new  system  of  agents.  Execu- 
tive control  would  be  diminished  rather  than  increased  by 
them,  because  any  additional  officers  will  be  selected,  not 
by  the  President  alone,  nor  the  Treasury  Department,  as 
the  banks  now  are,  but  virtually  be  designated  by  Congress, 
and  the  principal  incumbents  appointed  by  the  consent  of 
the  Senate.  They  would  also  remove  aU  ground  for  the 
objection  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  system,  that 
the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  patronage  and 
great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of  bank  presidents, 
directors,  and  stockholders,  scatterod  through  every  section 
of  the  country,  and  selected  without  the  assent  or  check  of 
either  House  of  Congress  in  any  particular  case,  and 
making  loans  of  the  public  money  from  considerations 
merely  political  or  official.  A  very  wide  discretion  will  be 
thus  restricted,  and  a  prolific  source  of  suspicion  and  im- 
putation of  favoritism  and  partiality  be  entirely  stopped. 

The  officers,  under  the  plans  proposed,  will  likewise  be 
amenable  exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  and  not 
be  embarrassed,  like  the  officers  of  the  banks,  by  conflict- 
ing duties  and  interests  in  respect  to  the  States ;  oor  in- 
volved in  those  collisions,  jealouaiea,  and  recriroinatioos, 
often  attendant  en  that  position. 

The  independent  and  harmonious  action  of  each  Govern- 
ment in  its  appropriate  sphere  will  thus  be  more  full;  »- 
cured.  The  local  institutions,  as  a  general  principle,  will 
be  left  to  the  care  and  uses  of  the  several  States  which  es- 
tablished them,  without  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government,  and  to  be  regulated  or  discontinued. 
as  deemed  most  useful,  under  their  own  State  policies,  and 
most  conducive  to  the  original  purposes  of  their  creation. 
Nor  would  any  general  moneyed  corporation,  aside  rrom 
the  grave  doubts  which  exist  as  to  both  its  constitutionality 
and  general  expediency,  have  been  lik^y  in  such  a  crisis 
as  that  of  the  war  of  1813.  or  perhaps  that  of  the  lastsprini^, 
to  have  proved  a  much  safer  public  depository  than  those 
local  institutions.  Though  more  convenient  in  fbnn  for 
fiscal  purposes  than  they,  and  free  from  acme  objections  as 
to  want  of  symmetry  and  accountability  which  obtain 
against  them,  yet,  if  chartered  on  usual  principles,  and 
judging  from  experience  here  as  well  as  abroad,  it  murt 
have  failed,  in  a  trial  like  those,  to  have  sustained  either 
our  pecuniary  operations,  or  iu  own,  in  strict  good  faith 
and  in  due  vigor. 

Without  entering  into  details  to  illustrate  this  position, 
it  is  necessary  Ut  notice  only  the  single  circumstance,  thst 
the  Bank  of  England,  during  a  aever«  war,  suspended 
specie  payments  near  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  that 
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Mither  of  the  two  United  Sutes  Banks  existed  so  as  to  be 
obliged  to  encoenter  soch  a  peril.  But  since  the  last 
*pnng,  the  notes  of  the  second  one,  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  have  been  allowed  to  sink  into  the  mass 
of  irredeemable  a|»d  depreciated  paper,  though  issoed  under 
all  the  high  secnrities  and  sanctions  of  a  charter  from  the 
General  Government,  and  with  very  large  funds,  still 
under  the  control  of  officers  and  trnstees  deemed  by  the 
stockholders  exceedingly  skilful,  and  boand  by  both  law 
and  contract  to  redeem  those  notes  in  specie,  and  on  de- 
mand. 

The  systems  which  have  been  proposed  in  this  report, 
if  adopted,  could  not  be  expected  to  continue  entirely  ex- 
empt from  losses  by  that  nnlaithfulness  or  casualty  to 
which  all  trusts  in  human  affairs  are  exposed.  But  they 
may  be  surrounded  with  strong  safeguards,  and  would  very 
probably  soon  be  enabled  to  answer  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner evc$ry  purpose  of  the  Government,  in  its  condition  so 
diftrent  in  many  respects  from  that  which  foraierly  existed, 
snd  which  was  the  paramount  cause  urged  for  the  incor- 
poration of  our  two  former  United  States  Banks.  Its 
finances  are  not  now  burdened  with  a  national  debt  from 
seventy  t^-  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions,  and,  besides 
our  oidinary  expenses^  with  the  annual  payment,  on  ac- 
count of  principal  and  interest,  of  from  ten  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions, l«  be  first  widely  ooIlecCed,  and  then  transferred  and 
diebuned  at  only  a  few  points  on  the  seaboard.  It  is  now 
with  a  yearly  rsvenne,  nduced  from  thirty  and  forty  mil- 
lione  to  near  twenty,  and  probably  soon  to  be  only  sixteen 
or  seventeen,  and  with  a  coorso  of  expenditure  which  can 
readily  be  diminished  so  as  not  much,  if  any,  to  exceed 
the  revenue  in  a  natural  state  of  business.  In  large  sec- 
tions of  onr  country,  and  in  such  a  Mate  of  business,  this 
expeoditare  happens  nearly  and  very  conveniently  to  cor- 
lespond  in  amount  with  the  receipts  in  the  same  sections. 

We  are,  likewise,  reposing  in  peace;  with  very  superior 
means  of  communication,  whether  by  mail  or  personal'  in- 
tAfooone,  and  with  a  greatly  increased  and  increasing  por- 
tion of  gold  in  the  curreney,'  to  render  distant  transfers  and 
pay moftts  more  easy.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  our 
fiscal  eonceras  will  be  greatly  leesenecfin  amount  as  well 
as  diflfleQity,  unless  we  shall  be  visited  by  wars  or  other 
seonrgea^  Involving  us  in  debts  and  embarrsssmenu  of  an 
aggravated  character,  and  which,  fortunately,  no  sufficient 
reason  appears  for  anticipaKng  at  an  early  day. 

Under  the  proposed  arrangements,  the  transfers  f)'om 
oerfiin  points  oould  be  often  effected,  when  required  by  the 
Department  lor  public  purposes,  not  only  with  ease,  but  so 
aa  gieatly  to  facilitate  the  domestic  exchanges,  in  the  mode 
of  employing  drafts  suggested  in  a  subsequent  portion  of 
this  report.  In  a  more  natural  and  ordinary  state  of  re- 
•cipte  and  expenditures,  like  that  in  1834,  the  transfers 
rcquirvd  to  a  great  dietanee  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
miJUons  during  the  year,  and  almost  the  whole  of  them 
werew  •<  that  time,  in  such  a  direction  as  to  yield  a  profit 
ratlier  Chan  be  expensive  to  the  banks  which  made  them. 

If  the  Treasurer  were  required  to  receive  payment  in 
advwice,  at  eertain  oonvenicnt  points,  for  all  lands  sold,  as 
bm  onme  been  the  construction  of  the  act  of  1880,  the  prob- 
ability is,  that  very  soon  all  the  unfavorable  transfers  ren- 
dered necessary  would  become  quite  unimportant  in  amount, 
and  loss  axpenaive  than  the  transportation  of  specie  and  paper 
hnm  been  heretofore,  from  the  diirtant  land  oflioes  to  the 
neareat  deposite  banks,  before  much  of  it  was  paid  to  the 
poblie  crcdilora.  It  will  be  seen  that,  by  these  modes  of 
keeping  the  poblie  money,  it  would  not  be  indispensable  to 
cmfitoy  any  banka  as  a  prescribed  part  of  the  system,  al- 
tboogh  it  might  sometimes  be  convenient  to  use  them  as 
individaab  do,  and  as. subordinate  fiscal  officers  ofkon  do  in 
other  eaoetries^  for  the  deposite  and  transfer  of  large  sums, 
and  percicelariy  for  special  depositee,  when  looking  merely 
to  eefciy  and  early  occasion  to  uee  the  money. 
Vol.  XIV.— a  8 


No  act  of  Congress,  until  the  charter  of  the  last  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  1816,  required  the  public  money  in 
the  Treasury  to  be  kept  on  deposite  in  any  bank  whatever. 
Tho  whole  subject  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  this  Depart- 
ment. Even  that  charter  permitted  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  remove  the  depositee  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutes  when  he  thought  proper. 

In  the  supplemental  report  from  this  Department,  in 
1834,  on  the  keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money, 
a  state  of  things  like  the  present  was  adverted  to  and  con- 
sidered. It  was  observed,  in  regard  to  such  an  occurrence^ 
that  it  will  then  "become  necessary  to  devolve  these  du- 
ties on  some  receiver  or  collector  already  in  ofiioe,  or  on 
some  safe  agent  not  now  in  office,  as  has  been  the  practice 
for  years  in  this  country  in  paying  pensions  at  convenient 
places,  near  which  there  was  no  State  bank  or  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  as  has  long  been  the  ussgein 
some  countries  of  Europe,  by  having  the  revenue  in  certain 
districts  chiefly  received,  kept,  and  transmitted  through 
private  agents  and  brokers." 

But  it  was  sdded,  that  **  though  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government  could,  undoubtMlly,  still  proceed  through 
the  personal  agencies  before  mentioned,"  and  without  any 
banks.  State  or  national,  yet  **  it  would  be  at  some  incon- 
venience and  increase  of  expense,  unless  remedied  in  a 
manner  that  may  hereafter  be  developed,  and  would  not^ 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Department,  and  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  be  so  eligible  a  system  as  the  present  one; 
because  banks,  though  exposed  to  some  dsngers  and 'evils, 
snd  though  not  believed  to  be  necessary  for  the  fiscal  pur- 
poses of  any  Government,  and  much  less  of  one  in  the 
present  happy  financial  situation  of  ours,  are  frankly  ac- 
knowledged to  be  in  many  respects  a  class  of  agents  eco- 
nomical, convenient,  and  usefiik" 

The  use  of  State  banks  had  then  been  adopted,  and  was 
proceeding  satisfactorily.  For  more  than  two  years  after, 
it  continued  to  be  in  successful  nperstlon,  so  far  as  regarded 
both  convenience  and  safety.  But  now,  most  of  the  Sute 
banks  have  ceased  to  pay  specie  even  for  their  notes,  and 
many  have  paid  out,  if  not  issued,  small  bills,  so  as  not  to 
be  in  a  situation  either  to  be  retained  or  to  liecome  fiscal 
agents,  in  conformity  to  the  requisitions  of  the  deposite  act. 
A  few  others,  who  are  in  a  legal  situation  td  be  selected, 
decline  to  receive  the  public  money  under  some  of  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  the  act. 

Nor  is  any  national  bank  in  existence,  or,  independent 
of  its  inexpediency  in  a  political  view,  supposed  to  be  ca- 
pable of  being  established  constitutionally.  Hence  it  is 
respectfully  submitted  to  Congress,  under  all  the  above 
considerations,  whether  the  early  adoption  of  one  of  the 
plane  proposed  is  not  proper,  and  would  not  be  highly  con- 
ducive to  the  publicintereits. 

VI.    SeTTLXMBITT  with  TBB  XOHXXR  DBPOSITX  BAITKS. 

Another  subject  that  appears  to  require  the  early  action 
of  Congress  is,  the  further  indulgence  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  extend  to  such  of  the  former  deposite  banks  as 
are  still  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

The  facts  which  are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  aid 
Oongreos  in  forming  a  oorrect  decision  on  this  subject  will 
be  fully  sulimitted.  The  perils  to  which  those  bsnks  were 
exposed,  had  caused  to  tho  Department  much  solicitude  for 
several  months  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
and  led  to  some  precautionary  suggestions  which  it  felt 
bound  to  make  to  them,  so  far  as  appeared  consistent  with 
the  usual  principles  of  banking  in  this  country,  and  not 
caleuhted,  by  creating  sudden  alarm,  to  hasten  the  catas- 
trophe that  has  since  happened. 

Besides  the  general  cautions  with  respect  to  theexcessss 
of  bank  issues,  and  the  dangerous  eonsequences  likely  to 
ensue,  which  were  detailed  in  the  last  annual  report  froai 
thia  Depaitnent,  several  instanoea  oecuned   where  the 
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coonB  of  the  busiiMM  of  some  of  the  deponioriet  appealing 
from  tiieir  retarns  to  be  injudicioaa,  special  leltera  of  advice 
wore  deemed  proper,  and  were  written.  A  rigid  eyatem 
in  requiring  additional  specie  was  also  pursued  in  all  cases 
of  unusual  deficiency.  In  regard  to  the  effect  of  these  steps 
on  the  banks,  it  affords  the  undefsigned  pleasure  to  add 
that,  from  the  completion  of  their  selection  after  the  depos- 
ite  act  passed,  to  the  last  returns  before  their  suspension, 
a  great  reduction  in  the  circulation  as  well  as  discounts  of 
many  of  them  had  taken  place,  and,  in  several  cases,  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  specie  was  kept  on  hand.  Indeed, 
considering  the  extraordinary  amount  of  public  money  paid 
out  by  them  between  last  November  and  May,  amounting 
to  near  twenty  millions  more  than  their  receipts  during  the 
same  period,  it  is  a  fact  highly  cfeditable  to  their  prudence 
and  ability,  that  the  specie  of  all  was  reduced  only  from 
a  bout  fifteen  to  thirteen  millions,  and  their  circulation, 
instead  of  increasing,  fell  from  near  forty-one  to  thkty- 
seven  millions. 

As  a  whole,  their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
taon,  continued  to  be  almost  aa  large  in  May  as  in  Novem- 
ber. It  averaged  more  than  one  to  three,  or  much  more 
t  kan  has  been  customaiy  with  the  banks  in  this  country, 
and  was  over  double  the  relative  quantity  held  by  all  the 
banks  in  England  at  the  same  period,  and  was  in  a  pro- 
portion one-lourth  larger  than  that  in  the  Dank  of  Bag- 
land  itself.  Their  immediate  means,  compared  with  their 
immediate  liabilities,  were  somewhat  stronger  in  Novem- 
ber than  in  May,  but  were  at  both  periods  nearly  1  to  9^, 
or  greater  than  the  usual  ratio,  in  the  best  times,  of  most 
banks  which  have  a  large  amount  of  deposites  in  posses- 
sion.    [SeeUbleQ.] 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment  by  the  deposits  hanks  was  an  event  not  generally 
anticipated. 

The  policy  since  pursued  by  most  of  them  has  been  fa- 
vorable to  an  early  discharge  of  their  engagemenU  to  the 
Treasury,  and  to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Many 
have  givdually  reduced  their  discounts  and  circulation,  as 
well  as  paid  over  much  of  their  public  depositea.  This 
may  be  more  Ailly  seen  in  the  tables  annexed.  [State- 
ment of  a  few  heads  of  condition  in  November,  March, 
July,  May,  and  Auguat.  See  Q.]  Since  the  1st  of  May, 
their  discounts,  as  a  whole,  have  been  reduced  about 
$20,388,776,  their  circulation  •  $4,991,791,  and  their 
public  depositos  115,607,316;  while  their  specie  has  di- 
minished less  than  $3,000,000.  Of  the  number  of  eighty- 
six  banks  employed  at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  ten  or 
eleven  are  supposed  to  have  paid  over  all  the  public  money 
which  was  thjsn  in  their  possession,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer.  In  the  custody  of  mora  than  half  tlie  others, 
an  aggregate  of  less  than  $700,000  renwifts  unadjusted. 
Several  of  the  rest  still  possess  large  sums;  but  many  of 
them  have  continued  promptly  to  furnish  such  payments 
from  time  to  time,  for  meeting  the  public  necessities,  that, 
according  to  the  last  weekly  sUtement,  the  whole  balance 
to  his  credit,  which  remained  unpaid  in  all  of  them,  was 
only  $12,418,041.  The  amount  thus  retained  by  each 
may  be  seen  in  the  schedule  annexed,  [K.] 

The  course  adopted  in  respect  to  the  deposites  of  die- 
buraing  officers,  alter  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
and  with  a  view  to  safety,  as  well  as  to  encourage  the 
early  rosvnption  of  such  payments,  may  be  seen  more 
fuMy  in  the  doenmenls  annexed.  .  [See  circular  S.] 

It  was  considered  proper  to  proceed-,  and  attempt  to 
withdraw  all  the  public  money  from  the  discontinued 
•gems,  as  fast  as  it  was  wanted  for  public  purposes,  and 
as  new  and  suitable  depositories  could  be  procured  to  re- 
ceite  any  thing  obtainsble  bsyond  such  amount  But 
while  the  former  agents  appeared  to  be  secure,  and  to  be 


■MkiBg  prapwr  elforts  to  meet  such  calls,  it  seemed  more 
eondooite  to  the  eveniual  safety  of  the  money,  and  mora 


consistent  with  true  vnedem,  as  well  as  ths  convsnieacA  oC 
the  Traasury,  to  rafrain  from  nnneosssary  prosecmioDs 
and  costs  till  the  eacly  session  of  Congress,  which  hid 
been  caHed,  in  part,  for  the  consideration  of  this  lubject. 
On  the  contrary,  when  any  of  the  banks  persisted  io  oe- 
glecting  to  pursne  the  prudent  course  of  curtailment,  tnd 
in  making  no  reasonable  efforts  to  discharge  the  diafu  on 
them  in  an  acceptable  roanner,  the  Department  consider- 
ed it  a  duty,  howerer  unpleasant*  to  deliver  their  agree- 
menu  and  bonds  to  ihe  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  for  svdu 
This  has  already  been  done  in  nine  cases ;  in  some  ai  a 
matter  of  precaution,  to  obUm  additional  security  beyond 
what  had  been  givoQ ;  oud  in  others,  to  take  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  for  an  acliQn  against  the  sureties  as  well  as  the 
principals. 

Some  of  the  additional  banks,  renderad  neoessary  to 
carry  into  efGact  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  lata  deposits 
act,   have,  on  this  occasion,  proved  the  least  prompt  sod 
efficient  in  meeting  their  obligatioiis.     But  though  ths 
losses  of  a  few  may  be  severe,  and  considerable  detoy  mty 
arise  in  discharging  their  <engagesnents ;  and  though  it 
has  been  proper,  and  hae  evinced  a  commendable  state  of 
moral  feeling  in  many  of  them,  to  strike  at  tlie  root  of  ths 
present  excesses  in  paper,  by  curtailing  largely  both  their 
issues  and  discounts,  ai>d  thereby  to  make  serious  sacrifi- 
ces; yet  the  condition  of  them  all  appeara  ib  be  such  as 
will,  with  the  collateral  aecurity  taken,  in  moat  cases,  ren- 
der the  United  States  probably  safe  against  any  ultimsle 
loss.     Considering  the  wide-spread  pressure  of  the  times, 
which  had  involved  some  of  the  iMutks,  as  well  m  their 
debtors,  in  extraordinary  emliarraasments ;  and  tbtt  the 
public  money,  as  a  general  rule^  had  previously  been  call- 
ed from  them  only  in  moderate  suiius^  aa  needed  for  ex- 
penditure and  transfer,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  sev- 
eral of  them  would  be  able  to  pay  over  at  once,  snd  ia 
specie,  the  whole  of  the  large  amount  then  in  their  foi- 
sesslon. 

More  espeeisdiy  waa  this  not  to  be  expected,  wheB« 
from  the  great  accumulation  of  depositea,  the  specie  of  all 
of  them  at  the  time  of  the  suspen^sion,  as  well  as  for  many 
months  before,  though  larger  than  tho  proportion  held  by 
n>08t  other  banks,  did  not  equal,  and  eoold  not,  withoat 
making  a  sudden  and  great  change  in  the  practice  uodsr 
our  whole  banking  system,  equal  one-half  ol  their  indebtr 
edncss  to  the  Government  alone.  It  ia  preaomed  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  money  sioce,  as  well«a  former- 
ly, paid  by  the  banks  on  transfera  and  drafts,  has  not  bssn 
demanded  nor  paid  in  specie. 

But  no  persons  have  been  required  to  aeeept  say  thing 
else,  nor,  according  to  the  viewa  of  the  onderaigned,  coold 
they  be,  without «  violation  of  law  and  aound  policy. 

The  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  for  debts,,  when  drawn  oa 
Itanks  and  not  discharged  on  preseDtment,  have,  under  ip« 
structions  from  this  Department,  been  often  taken  spia 
its  behalf  by  the  coUectora  and  reoaivera,  in  order  as  mack 
as  possible  to  relieve  the  pnbltc  creditor  from  d^y  si^ 
loss.  [See  F,  and  circular  instmdione  T.\  New  drafts, 
when  the  firat  ones  were  not  paid  in  an  aooeplable  laaa* 
ner,  Jiave  also,  in  some  eases,  been  given  on  oiher  dspoa- 
tories,  and  have  helped  te  pvomoto  satisfactory  adjost- 
monts. 

Since  the  discontinuance  of  most  of  the  banks  ss  de- 
positories, this  Department  haa  alao  fboad  the  use  of  dralU 
made  directly  on  receivera  and  colleeton  'very  aeceptsbls 
Io  moat  <^  public  creditora;  and  hj  the  specie  fertunately 
then  on  hand,  and  since  coUeded  hy  the  neocivers,  with  a 
part  of  what  was  before  in  the -mini,  an4eeuse  oceasisDally 
Bupplisd  by^  a  few  of  the  banks  and  colleotors,  a  for^B 
amount  of  claima  has  been  paid,  and  the  Treasnry  is  ready 
to  pay  othera  in  it,  so  for  as  prAolieal»hi,'at  poinla  and  is 
a  manner  convenient. Io  many.  But,  till  the  indebled 
banks  resume  specie  payfltrnta,  or  incffsaetid  coliectioBSCsB 
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be  made  ia  ■pMae^W  whst  is  4ci9  Jfroin  Ukom  «iid  from  the 
■Mvobanls,  it  ^mvl  be  obvious  that  the  Departroont,  how- 
ever anxiiNis  to  pay  all  the  public  creditors  and  officers  in 
Bpecie,  when  demanded,  is  unable  to  accoraplish  so  desi- 
rable an  object. 

This  is  «ae  of  ibe  eviU  incident  to  the  existing  state  of 
the  moDe^  coocerns  of  the  country,  aud  which  caiinot  be 
ranedied*  antess  Congress  furnish  additional  means,  uniil 
specie  p^meuU  are  generally  restinu*d«  Some  interme- 
diate loasee,  by  e  depreciation  of  bank  notes,  must,  there- 
fore, fali  OD  these,  whether  creditors  or  officers  of  ibe  Oov- 
emmen^  who  consent  to  take  them  rather  than  submit  to 
delays  id  payment. 

Hence  it  eeems  biglily  reasonable  that  the  Government 
shoukl  bfleten,  as  iast  as  possible,  the  restoration  of  specie 
payments,  at  least  by  its  former  fiscal  agents  who  are  still 
in  its  debt. 

This  would  put  an  end  to^  such  losses.     It  also  seeoiks 
proper  that  those  deposite  banks  which  have  not  generally 
answered  the  demands  on  them,  but  have  continued  to  re- 
ceive full,  interest  on  the  depositee  they  had  loaned  out, 
should  be  required  to  pay  it  on  the  sums  still  retained,  and 
from  the  periods  when  they  failed  to  fufil  their  obligations 
to  the  Treasury.    It  is  raaoilest  that  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, coming  from  every  section  of  the  counUy,  would  be 
the  Iteet  judges  of  what  further  lenity  or  severity  might 
properly  be  exercised  towards  them;  and,  knowing  more 
intimately  the  causes  and  consequences  .of  the  suspension 
of  apecie  payments  by^the  banks  in  their  respective  neigh- 
borhooda,  can  decide  with  greater  accuracy  whether  any 
indulgence  could  hereafter  be  extended  to  them  appropn- 
ateiy,  ezeept  on  the  condition  of  an  early  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  and  an  -allowance  of  interest  during  any 
delay  in   meeting  their  fiscal  engagements.      With  the 
meaoa  of  information  possessed  by  the  undersigned,  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion  that  it  should  not 
be  done  without  a  compliance  with  such  conditions.     As 
fttribeT  evidence  of  the  ability  of  most  of  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  will  be  necessary  only  to  advert  to  the  abstract  of 
their  last  returns^  which  has  been  previously  anneted. 

From  the  mode  of  doing  business  in  the  Southwest,  by 
making  much  of  their  circulation  not  redeemable  at  home, 
but  at  distant  points,  and  providing  for  it  there  by  bi.Us  of 
czchanga,   (so  many  of  which,  during  the  past  season, 
have  failed  to  be  paid,)  the  situation  of  several  of  the  banks 
there  is  least  eligible,  not  only  for  an  early  resumption  of 
qwcia  payments,  but  for  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment of  their  debts  to  the  Government.    But  in  the  West- 
cm,  and  probably  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  if  not 
claewliere,  the  ability  to  sustain  such  payment*  appears, 
by  their  leturost,  much  greater  th^  'has  been  ciutomary  in 
Ihia  country.     Their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
tioD,  is  as  one  to  two,  and  one  to  three;  and  their  imme- 
iliate  means,  compared  with  their  immediate  liabilities,  are 
orer  one  jto  three.     Hence  it  has  been  hoped  that  the  ef- 
forts which  the  banks  were  bound  to  make  would  lead,  in 
moet  places,  to  tbe  desirable  events  above  mentioned,  with- 
out wery  long  delay.  .  [See  circular  V.]     The  objection 
usually  ur^ed  against  an  early  resumption,  that  the  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade  against  this  country  would,  in  that 
erent,  cause  some  of  the  specie  in  tbe  banks  to  be  drawn 
out  and  shipped,  will,  however  true  in  point  of  fact,  pos- 
sess DDUch  less  force  when  it  is  considered  that  the  delay 
hitherto  has  not  prevented  the  export  of  specie.     On  tbe 
contrary,  considerable  sums^  which  were  in  ordinary  cir- 
cuJaliun,  have,  since  the  suspension,  been  withdrawn,  and 
a  portion  of  them  sent  abroad,  while  their  place  is  badly 
snpplied  with  depreciated  paper.      So  happily  adjusted, 
however,  are  the  lawa  of  trade,  even  in  their  influence  on 
tbe  precious  metals,   that  wliile  our  custom-house  books 
show  an  export  since  the  1 5th  of  May  last,  chiefly  to  Eng- 
jand  and  France,  of  $1,708,3*^0  of  specie,  they  show  du- 


ring the  same  time  imports,  chiefly  from  other  quarters,  of 
$3,140,020.  Though  tbe  actual  imports  and  exports  have 
both  doubtless  exceeded  thoae  amounts  since  that  period, 
and  the  ratio  of  difference  has  been  somewhat  greater,  yet 
the  total  drain  has  been  much  less  than  many  have  im- 
agined, and  produced  less  effect  on  the  general  ability  of 
the  country  and  the  banks  to  have  specie  payments  re- 
sumed and  successfully  sustained.  Congress  having  pow- 
er to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  it  would  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, if  the  power  be  ever  exercised,  whether  all 
banks,  and  in  any  event,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas 
and  Mr.  Crawford,  all  employed  by  the  Treasury,  should 
not  be  subjected  to  its  provisions,  and,  on  ^ny  important 
and  deliberate  failure  in  their  pecuniary  duties,  be  com- 
pelled at  once  to  close  their  concerns. 

In  respect  to  the  banks  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  as 
well  as  others  connected  with  the  General  Government,  it 
seems  desirable  that  the  measures  adopted  in  relation  to 
them,  by  Congress,  should  have  a  strong  tendency  to  rn- 
courage  the  earliest  resumption  of  specie  payments  which 
is  practicable  and  safe.  Fur  this  purpose,  little  doubt  can 
exist  that,  while  those  measures  will  be  the  most  salutary 
which  shall  evince  a  due  liberality  and  forbearance  to  the 
extent  really  required  by  tbe  criata,  they  should,  beyond 
that,  be  rigorous  in  exacting  tbe  adoption  of  such  steps  as 
are  sanctioned  by  tbe  sound  principles  of  currency  and  the 
public  faith.  They  will  then  help,  at  an  early  day,  to  re- 
lieve tbe  community,  as  well  as  the  Treasury,  from  a  con- 
dition of  tbe  circulating  medium,  which,  so  far  as  it  con- 
sists of  bank  paper  irredeemable  in  specie,  is  one  of  the 
worst  scourges  which  can  be  inflicted  on  society.  It  is  no 
less  hostile  to  the  best  maxims  of  political  economy,  than 
usually  subversive  of  every  just  sense  of  both  roorad  and 
legal  obligation. 

YII.    Oir  THK  JfONBT  RXCBIVABLB  TOK  PUBLIC  BVBS. 

The  kind  of  money  or  currency  receivable  for  public  dues 
is  another  embarrassment,  concerning  which  legislation  hak 
been  deemed  proper  by  many.  A  change  in  the  existing 
practice  has  been  requested  by  others,  without  legislation. 
But,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
no  change  which  should  sanction  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
not  redeemable  in  specie,  has  been  thought  either  prudent 
or  permissible  by  this  Department.  Nor  will  such  a  one 
be  adopted  whbout  the  express  direction  of  Congress.  [See 
Fl.  2.] 

Believing  that  specie  is  tbe  best  standard,  and  tbe  only 
one  contemplated  by  the  constitution,  for  tbe  public  reve- 
nue and  expenditures,  as  well  as  for  the  value  of  contracts 
and  property,  every  departure  from  it  for  those  purposes  is 
deemed  by  the  undersigned  pernicious,  if  not  unconstitu- 
tional. Tbe  question  as  to  tbe  expediency  of  using  any 
other  medium  for  a  currency  is  of  a  diflferent  character,  and 
more  complicated.  But  the  ruinous  consequences  of  a  re- 
sort to  continental  money,  bills  of  credit,  or  any  apecies  of 
paper  not  redeemable  in  specie,  and  which  had  been  de- 
veloped in  our  own  experience,  as  well  as  in  the  soundest 
theories  of  political  economy,  were  undoubtedly  a  principal 
cause  for  those  rigid  provisions  in  the  constitution  connected 
with  the  currency.  They  restrict  any  State  from  issuing 
mere  **  bills  of  credit,"  from  making  any  thing  a  tender 
<<  except  gold  and  silver,"  or  passing  any  law  *<impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,"  as  well  as  confine  to  Congress 
alone  the  power  **to  coin  money,"  and  "regulate  the 
value  thereof."  The  exercise  of  this  last  power,  manifestly 
relating  only  to  meUllic  money,  appears  to  require  merely 
the  coinageof  a  sufficient  supply  at  the  mint,  and  in  con- 
venient denominations  for  all  necessary  purposes,  and  of 
such  an  intrinsic  value  as,  while  preventing  it  from  being 
depreciated  on  the  one  hand,  should,  on  the  other,  not  be 
so  underrated  as  to  cause  it  to  be  readily  exported,  or  melted 
down  for  use  in  manufactures. 
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The  whole  amount  necessary  for  public  payments  has 
been  much  misapprehended.  Without  a  surjpius  in  the 
Treasury,  it  would  seldom  exceed  eight  or  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  even  if  no  evidences  of  debt,  or  any  kind  of  paper 
money,  were  receivable.  Like  a  running  stream,  the  coin 
which  flows  in  as  constantly  flows  out,  without  much  ac- 
cumulation; one  dollar  helping  to  perform,  in  a  single 
year,  the  service  of  payment  and  repayment  numerous 
times.  Indeed,  the  people  of  the  whole  United  States  do 
not,  in  a  sound  state  of  business  and  prices,  need  over  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  of  an  active  circulating  medium 
for  all  their  currency.  This  would  be  a  larger  portion  of 
currency  to  our  present  population  than  the  average  has 
been  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution ;  and,  if  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency  could  be  deemed  desirable, 
would  require  only  about  thirty  millions  more  than  the 
specie  which  is  supposed  now  to  exist  in  the  country. 
But  the  present  quantity  of  specie  being  divided  pretty 
equally  between  the  banks  and  individuals,  not  half  of  it 
is  in  active  circulation ;  and,  unless  it  becomes  increased, 
and  much  more  equally  diffused,  some  paper  is,  of  course, 
necessary  to  prevent  a  sudden  revulsion  in  prices  and  vaU 
ues,  and  to  supply  a  sufficient  circulating  medium  for  the 
legitimate  purposes  of  the  States  and  the  people.  Some 
paper  will,  probably,  always  be  found  convenient  for  com- 
mercial operations.  Tt  would,  therefore,  be  invidious,  if 
not  unauthorized,  for  the  General  Government  to  deprive 
the  States  of  any  supposed  advantage  in  the  use  of  it,  so 
far  and  so  long  as  they  may  deem  proper,  or  otherwise  to 
interfere  with  their  course,  in  relation  to  it,  except  to  en- 
force the  present  constitutional  prohibition  against  issuing 
any  bills  of  credit,  or  making  any  thing  a  tender  except 
gold  and  silver.  Care,  however,  must  be  employed,  inci- 
dentally, io  avert,  aa  far  as  possible,  any  evil  influences 
which  might  otherwise  be  exercised  over  our  own  fiscal 
operations  by  the  different  local  policies  pursued  on  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  delicacy,  hazard,  and  difiiculty. 

The  power  which  Congress  may  possess  to  legislate, 
with  a  view  of  furnishing  a  paper  currency  of  any  kind  for 
the  ordinary  uses  of  the  community,  or  of  regulsting,  in 
any  way,  domestic  exchanges,  is  not  entirely  clear,  nor 
well  defined.  Whatever  may  be  its  just  extent,  it  seems 
seldom,  if  ever,  necessary  to  be  used,  while  the  States  re- 
tain such  a  wide  and  undisputed  authority  over  banking ; 
and  while  the  local  institutions,  as  well  as  private  banters, 
here  no  less  than  abroad,  are  generally  so  competent  to  ef- 
fect exchanges.  Such  a  power  is  not  expressly  conferred 
in  the  constitution,  nor  does  it  seem  to  be  implied,  unless, 
in  the  execution  of  some  plain  grants,  it  may  become  proper 
to  be  exerted  on  any  emergency,  and  without  using 
means  otherwise  forbidden,  unwarrantable,  or  inexpedient. 

In  regard  to  exchanges,  it  is  believed  that  seldom,  if 
ever,  has  any  Government,  however  unlimited  its  authori- 
ty, considered  it  wise  to  prescribe  sprcial  regulations  for  ef- 
fecting them.  Such  a  Government  might  well  feel  empow- 
ered "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,"  or  be- 
tween its  own  Stales,  if  it  had  any ;  fnit  to  regulate  exchanges 
between  individuals,  would,  in  most  caees,  be  justly  deem- 
ed arbitrary.  On  the  contrary,  the  sound  principles  of 
trade  seem  to  require  as  little  interference  as  possible  with 
fixing  the  price  of  commodities,  or  the  mode  and  medium 
through  which  they  shall  be  interchanged.  Those  princi- 
ples would  only  yield  adequate  protection  or  sccuritv,  fur- 
nish facilities  appropriate  and  authorized,  and  establish  a 
good  standard  of  value.  Indeed,  the  balances  of  indebted- 
ness between  different  sections  of  the  country,  if  left  to 
work  out  their  natural  consequences  on  the  nilet)f  en- 
changes,  will  usually,  as  they  are  now  doing,  correct  ex- 
cesses in  business  in  any  quarter,  and  b^  sclf-reguinUjrs, 
far  superior  to  any  officieus  and  minute  legislation.  The 
rate  merely  for  exchanges  can  seldom  exceed  the  expense 
of  transporting  specie  between  any  two  idacos ;  and,  if  sur- 


passing  that,  Ihe  exceas  iMiat  arise  freni  what  Govenunsni 
has  little  power  to  care— that  is,  from  the  diffical^f  in  ob- 
taining money  where  indebtedness  is  great,  interast  high, 
and  credit  impaired. 

In  regard  to  the  currency  which  is  meet  suitable  for 
public  purposes,  whatever  may  be  the  authority  of  the 
General  Governmest  to  maike  or  adopt  a  paper  oasi  in  {all 
or  in  part,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why,  after  banng  es- 
tablished specie  aa  a  standard,  having  forbiddeD  any^iag 
else  to  be  made  a  tender,  and  having  snceeeded  in  sDceat- 
aging  the  introduction  of  a  supply  of  it  into  the  eoufitry 
very  ample  for  all  fiscal  purposes,  it  should'  expressly  dis- 
pense with  its  employment  as  the  most  usual  mediam  fot 
those  purposes. .  The  fundamental  acts  of  CoDgress  as  to 
the  psyments  for  duties  4md  lands  have  not  made  any  ex- 
ceptions in  its  use,  or  provided  any  subetitntes  eicept  the 
<<  evidences  of  the  public  debt."     Any  exceptions  allowed 
ought  certainly  never  to  permit  any  thing  except  specie  to 
be  paid  out  as  a  lightful  tender  by  the  United  States;  end 
this  principle  has  alwaya  been  strictly  observed.    But  by 
constructions  adopted  early  in  this  Department,  aod,  subse- 
quently, by  the  charters  to  the  two  United  States  Banks, 
as  well  as  by  an  ap|>arent  sanction  in  the  joint  resolatioa 
of  1816,  different  substitutes  of  notes  issued  by  those  end 
State  banks,  have,  at'  diflforent  times,  and  under  diffenut 
modifications,  been  permitted  to  be  received  in  paymeot. 
These,,  however,  have  been  allowed  only  when  Tegarded  ss 
a  clear  equivalent  to  speeie  or  by  being  readily  coavertible 
into  it,  and  liy  being  recominend^  by  some  superior  coo- 
venience  or  utility,'  as  well  as  by  great  security.     At  spe- 
cie likewise  combineis  safety,   uniformity,   general  use, 
sound  theory,  and  almost  universal  e^perienoe  in  iavor  oif 
ite  common  employment,  the  Aimers  of  the  constitution 
doubtlesA  believed,  9b  has  been  the  uniform  practice  sincf, 
that  all  substitutes  of  paper,  as  they  have  less  intriusic 
value,  though  they  often,  by  smaller  weight  or  bulk,  pos- 
sess some  qualities  of  greater  oonvenience  for  certsiB 
uses,  should  never  be  permitted   to  be  forced  on  either 
the  Government  or  the    community    without  their  ex- 
press consent.     As  they  depend  also  on  credit  for  tbrir 
worth,   it  must  be  bad  poKcy  to  coontenanee  them  for 
either  public  or  private  use,  when  their  credit  does  not  rert 
on  uiKloubtcd  security,  or  to  encourage  such  small  denom- 
inations of  th^m  as  would  be  employed  by  those  classes  in 
society  whose  business  is  of  a  kind  whi<rh  cannot  be  eseen- 
tiatly  promoted  by  the  substitutes ;  whose  profit  is  little  or 
nothing  derived  from  them ;  and  whose  loeaes,  where  de- 
preciations occur,  cannot  be  borife  without  distress. 

Another  general  ol»jection  to  every  aabethute^  not  resting 
on  an  equal  amount  of  specfe  in  pledge  to  redeem  it^  which 
was  the  original  idea'of  «'bank  of  issue,  is,  that  it  tends  to 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  specie,-  in*  connexion  with 
the  currency,  and  thus,'  by  convertin<r  more  of  it  into  an 
article  of  trade,  expel  it  from  the  country-;  white  a  circula- 
ting medium  is  introduced  instead  of  it,  which  is  usually 
less  safe,  and  often  t^toipts  to  ruinous  expansions  in  iffues 
as  well  as  business,  so  as  to  causae  great  fioduations  in 
prices,  unsettle  the  value  of  property  and  conirsct?,  8«d 
sometimes  strip  from  honest  industr}',  i^ii  a  moment,  the 
hard  earnings  of  years. 

Besides  these,  a  s[iecial  difficulty,  in  the  use  of  any  olhtr 
substitute  for  public  purfioses,  is  the  procrastination,  dis- 
appointment, and  embarrassment,  which, 'in  caw  of  it^tfc- 
precialion,  are  sometimes  occasioned  by  it  tn  great  national 
measures,  as  well  as  the  discredit  thus  cast  upon  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Government,  for  regulating  its  fiscal  sffairs  in 
such  A  msnner  as  to  be  unable  to  discharge  punctually  its 
engagements,  and  for  the  exhibition  of  an  exnmple  so  niis- 
chievoutf  to  both  individuals  and  notions.  Another  diffi* 
culty  in  this  country  fs  the  want  of  equal  valne,  at  dififr- 
cut  places,  in  any  other,  when  compared  with  the  standsnl 
of  specie,  and  the  virtual  violittton  which  its^  receipt  for 
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doClMMay  dnwcaoMoftbaipiritortlMftpwtofUMeon- 
itiCutiMi  raquMiiig  9Ai  impcwU  to  be  ^'onifonn."  Ngr  can 
thate  two  l«0l  diOeultioi  be  alwaye  entirei^  orercome  b^ 
the  QM  of  soeh  paper,  or  any  other,  though  radeemed  in 
■pecie,  and  on  demaiid,  if  it  be  taken  at  a  diatanee  fiv>m 
the  place  of  iu  Pademption.  But,  in  the  admimatration 
of  our  fiaeal  eoncema,  it  haa  altvaya  been  very  deairable  to 
avoid  th4  want  of  unifbnnity,  and  the  delay  or  expenee, 
and  aoneamea  the  loaa,  meideiit  to  the  receipt  for  Unda  or 
dotiea  of  auch  note*  if  redeemable  at  a  diatance,  and  which 
then  would  sometimes  occur  before  they  could  be  convert- 
ed iato  specie^  or  such  money  as  the  public  creditor  was 
bound  or  willing  to  accept.  In  order,  therefore,  to%  pre- 
vent those  injurious  consequenoea,  ono  mode  has  been  to 
aeeq>t  no  State  bank  nolea  v#halever  for  public  dues,  aa  is 
now,  and  aometimes  heretofore  was,  the  practice  in  respect 
to  landa.  Another  has  been,  to  permit  none  to  be  taken 
eioept  such  as,  under  permission  of  tho^  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, the  oeilecting  oAoers  or  the  public  depoaitoriea  were 
willing  at  once  to  credit  as  specie. 

In  our  early  operations,  for  purposes  of  facilitating  re- 
mittancea  to  the  Treasury,  quite  as  much  as  for  socommo- 
dadon  to  othera,  collectors  were  instructed  to  receive  cer- 
tain Stale  bank  notes,  payable  near  the  seat  of  Go««m- 
ment,  and  wjirch  were  to  he  credited  aa  caah,  when  hi- 
warded  by  mail,  or  otherwise^  to  the  Treasurer.  [See  a 
circular,  1789 — H.]  The  justification  oflfered  for  this 
course  may  be  soen  in  a  report  from  this  DepaKment  in 
April,  1790.  [H  tJ]  The  eituation  of Ihe  country,  how- 
ever,  aa  to  esse  in  communicAtidn,  facility  in  exchangee, 
and  the  nearer  location  of  many  points  of  collection  to 
thoen  of  expenditiiTefe,  has  since  undergone  aueh  great  im- 
provements,  aa  for  a  long  time  to  have  rendered  the  receipt 
ofnoteatoaid  in  public  transfere  seldom  necessary,  and 
almost  entirely  disuaed.  Another  mode  adopted  by  Oon- 
greaa  baa  Iteeii,  to  render  the  receipts  of  the  notes  of  State 
banka,  far  any  purpeoe  less  material,  by  providiog  thoae  of 
a  bank  chartered  by  the  General  Government,  and  making 
these  last,  by  law,  receivable  for  all  publicises.  Bot  this 
mode  baa  cMaed  |  and  the  legality  as  well  as  sound  policy 
of  the- practice  to  receive ^e^otes  of -Stale  banks  for  any 
puMie  duee,  whether  done  with  a  view  to  fiecal  or  general 
convenienoe,  and  though  under  all  the  strict  limitations 
befoie  mentioned,  has  been  questioned  by  aeme.  Othera 
have  conefidered  any  limitation  whatever,  liy  either  the  Ex- 
ecutive orthia  Depurtnent,  aa  not  justifiabte,  smce  the 
joint  resehition  oMSIO.  It  is,  therefbre,  respectfully  sug- 
gested, that  a  strong  propriety  exists  for  Coqgrass  to  legta* 
late  move  explicitly  on  the  whole  aobjeet. 

It  may  be  proper  and  useful  to  add,  that  aa  most  lof  the 
datiea  on  imports  have  been  discharged  in  checks -on  the 
bank  where  the  bonds  were  deposited  fot  collection,  or  in 
fta  own  notes,  and  seMom  in  those  of  banks  at  any  dis- 
tance, HtHe  embarraasment  has  ever  arisen  concerning  the 
peymenta  for  duties  in  bank  notes.  But,  in  taking  them 
for  lands,  the  remote  situation  of  the  purchasers,  the  re- 
ceivers, and  the  banks,  has  '^nerally  been  such  that  fre- 
quent difficulties  aod  changes  in  practice  have  occurred 
during  the  period  while  the  United  Sutes  Bank  and  iU 
branchee,  as  well  as  the  State  banks,  were  employed  as 
depositories,  in  our  mixed  system  of  currency^  and  one 
po  long  and  so  deeply  interwoven  with  the  basin^ss  of  the 
ooontry,  it  was  very  inconvenient  entirely  to  avoid,  and  at 
the  seme  time  occasional ly  dangeroue  to  iMrmit,  taking  the 
billtf  of  any  State  bank  for  lands ;  and  the  receipt  of  such 
notes  was  obliged  to  be  either  so  restricted  as  to  prove  of 
little  coaventence  to  the  community,  or  a  risk  was  incurred 
of  many  partial  arrangements  being  made,  and  some  ulti- 
mate injuries  susteined  by  the  Treasury. 

Under  all  these  tsircumstences,  the  course  least  liable  to 
jttrong^  objections  appears  to  be  for  Congress  to  prescribe 
some  specific  regulations  im  the  whole  subject. 


This  could  be  effected  by  directing  what  alone  appeara 
safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  practice  in  both 
England  and  France.  It  U,  that  the  bills  of  no  local  banks 
be  taken,  which  ahall  not,  Arom  the  near  location  of  the 
bank,  be  equivalent  to  apecie ;  be  able  to  be  converted  into 
qtecie  at  very  abort  periods  by  the  receiver  and  collector, 
ao  as  te  psy  the  public  creditors  legally,  if  demanding  spe- 
cie ;  and  be  thua  accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  the  Government.  Another  advantage  from  thia  course 
would  be,  ite  salutary  check  on  over-issues  by  the  neigh- 
boring banka. 

The  oooaaional  convenience  of  sound  paper  cunrem^  for 
various  purpoaea,  whether  national  or  individual,  such  as 
large  paymenta,  distant  remittanoea,  exclianges,  or  travel- 
ling, is  highly  valued  by  some,  and,  where  gob!  doea  not 
circulate,  is  often  very  considerable.  But  the  diHicttltiea 
in  keeping  it  sound,  the  hazards  and  losses  incident  to  its 
use,  and  which  have  already  been  explained,  are  tronble- 
aome.  Should  Congress  determine  that  it  is  proper  to 
furnish,  by  ite  own  authority,  and  for  the  purposes  before 
mentioned,  some  paper  medium  of  higher  character  and 
ether  than  what  now  existe  in  private  bills  of  exchange  or 
notes  of  Stete  banks,  no  doubt  exiata  that  any  benefite . 
which  may  occasionally  be  derived  from  ite  employment 
can  be  readily  aeeured,  without  treading  on  the  debateble 
ground  of  either  the  power  or  the  policy  of  chartering  a 
national  bank. 

Certiflcatea,  not  on  interest,  but  payable  in  specie  to 
bearer  or  order,  aa  well  as  being  receivable  for  all  public 
dues,  eookl  be  authorized  to  lie  given  in  payment  to  the 
public  creditor,  whenever  preferred  by  him,  and  sufficient 
specie  existed  in* the  Treaaury.  This  kind  of  paper  would 
be  very  convenient  in  form,  and  would  diSw  little  from 
the  dndits  now  in  use  on  banks,  except  being  drawn  on  a 
known  specie  fund,  and  expressing  on  ite  face  not  only 
this,  but  ite  being  receivable  in  the  first  instance  for  all 
puMic  dues.  It  would  poeseas  the  higheat  credit  attainable 
in  aociety. 

As  a  practical  illustration  of  their  probable  utility  and 
convenience,  even  the  drafts,  though  exposed  to  several 
disadvantagea  which  would  not  exist  with  the  certificates^ 
are  near  the  par  of  apecie,  and  fumiah  auch  fecilitias  for 
large  paymente  and  distant  remittencea  that  the  amount  of 
them,  on  both  banka  and  collecting  officei%  kept  out  unre- 
tornc^,  has  increased  within  a  few  months  from  the  usual 
aggregate  of  about  two  millions  to  nearly  four  and  a  half 
millions^ 

If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  public  and  pri- 
vate convenience  might  be  promoted,  and  an  equal  quantity 
of  specie  at  the  aame  time  preserved  in  the  country,  by  re- 
aerving  for  this  purpose,  from  any  accumulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  suffident  sum,  and  by  placing  it  at  a  few  im- 
portent  and  convenient  points,  to  render  a  greater  number  of 
certificates  redeemable  there  with  the  very  coin  whose  rcp- 
rcseutetive  they  are  intended  and  honestly  ought  to  be. 

All  the  advantages  of  these  certificates  could  thus  be 
furnished,  by  merely  paying  them  out  to  the  public  credit- 
or, when  more  desirable  to  him  than  specie.  But  no  loans 
of  tltem  appear  advisable,  nor  any  bank  incorporation,  bank 
officers,  or  bank  •machinery  whatever,  in  connexion  with 
the  aubject.  Thoy  would  combine  the  most  important  re- 
quisites sppertaining  to  any  paper  currency — ^such  as  the 
greatest  security,  an  cniire  specie  basis,  and  the  unity  of 
all  issues  in  one  body  ;  while  the  control  over  these  la^t, 
which  it  is  so  very  desirable  to  preserve  independent,  would 
be  placed  end  regulated  by  law  so  as  to  prevent  any  inter- 
ested-or  injurious  excesses.  The  whole  rii>k  would  be  the 
loss  by  casually  or  unfaithfulness  of  soy  of  the  specie  that 
was  held  to  radeem  the  paper,  and  which,  as  well  as  the 
expenses,  would  probably  be  in  part  remunerated  by  the 
loss  of  certificates  before  thoy  are  returned.  If  the  residue 
of  the  expense  should  constitute  any  considerable  objection 
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to  the  pystem,  it  could  be  fuIlT  obviilMl  by  a  moderilo  aud 
filed  premium  for  tbe  certificatee,  either  when  iMoed  or 
redeemed. 

The  common  drafts  of  this  Department,  in  their  preeent 
couvenient  form,  poateee  one  advantage,  which  couM  some- 
times  be  imparted  to  the  certificates.  When  used  at  places 
against  which  the  balance  of  tradeezists,  but  drawn  on  places 
in  whose  favor  it  is,  the  former  do  now,  and  may  hereafter, 
not  only  facilitate  essentially  the  domestic  exchanges,  bat 
at  the  same  time  supersede  nnmerons  bank  transfers,  and 
the  more  expensive  transportation  of  specie  itself. 

The  mint  certificates,  heretofore  given  on  the  depoeite 
of  bullion  and  specie  for  coinage,  might  easily  be  made 
running  to  bearer  or  order,  and  receivable  for  all  public 
dues ;  and,  in  that  way,  would  contribute  to  the  same  de- 
sirable ends. 

•  The  present  branches  of  the  mint,  if  not  nomerous 
enough,  nor  situated  at  convenient  places  for  the  receipt  of 
specie  and  bullion  for  this  purpose,  might  be  aided  by  two 
or  three  agencies,  instead  of  more  expenaive  new  branches, 
at  poinU  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  mint  and  of  the 
community. 

It  muet  lie  obvious  that  the  paper  of  any  bank  will  be 
less  safe  and  useful  in  being  received  for  public  dues,  in 
proportion  as  it  may  want  such  solid  securities  and  founda- 
tions as  tbe  certificates  before  described.  But  if  the  nutes 
of  State  banks  are  made  receivable  for  such  dues,  under 
certain  limitations  like  those  which  have  been  explained, 
the  other  most  desirable  guarantees  for  their  safety,  whether 
looking  to  any  use  of  them  by  the  General  Government, 
or  to  the  durable  interests  of  tbe  Sutes  themselves,  seem 
to  be  for  the  latter,  first,  to  impose  on  the  existing  banks, 
so  far  as  lawful,  the  ohecks  mentioned  in  a  sobsequent  part 
of  this  communication.  They  could  next  authorize  very 
few  banks  hereafter,  except  those  of  mere  discount  and  de- 
posits ;  and  where  the  power  of  making  paper  issoes  to 
pass  as  money  is  added^-a  power  so  sovereign  in  its  char* 
acler,  end  so  indispensable  to  be  vigilantly  guarded,  could 
require  a  large  proportion  of  specie  to  the  circnlation  and 
deposites  to  be  kep^  on  hand,  and,  in  addition,  have  the 
ftdth  and  security  of  the  8tate  pledged  to  iodemiify  the 
community,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  above-named  certificatea^ 
would  be  pledged  those  of  the  (General  Government  This 
would  graatly  increase  the  caution  and  watchfulness  of  all 
concerned,  and  could  bo  done  by  special  laws  for  that  pur* 
pose,  or  by  allowing  no  new  banks  hereafter,  except  State 
banks  so  organized,  or  by  requiring  State  stocks  to  be 
owned  by  all  tbe  banks,  and  lodged  in  trust  to  the  extent 
necessary,  with  the  specie  on  hand,  to  secure  the  imme- 
diate rede.nptton  of  all  the  bills  issued,  and  all  the  depos- 
ites payable  on  demand.  Another  kind  of  security  beyond 
what  now  generally  exists,  would  be,  never  to  permit  de- 
posites to  be  received,  payable  on  demand  in  specie,  (a 
practice  so  very  dangerous  to  the  bill-holders, )  exoept  in 
the  case  of  special  deposites  kefit  for  a  moderate  compen- 
sation. The  only  other  descr^tion  of  security  which  is 
likely  to  prove  in  any  degree  efficient,  seems  to  bo  of  a 
penal  chnracter,  either  by  extending  the  provisions  of  a 
bankrupt  law  to  all  bank:*,  as  before  suggested  in  respect 
to  such  t»  msy  be  fiscal  agents,  or  by  allowing  all  deposit- 
ors, public  or  private,  and  all  bill* holders,  not  only  a  large 
interest,  bat  severe  prosecutions  against  tbo  directors  after 
any  deliberate  omission  by  banks  to  discharge  their  duties 
in  the  manner  provided  in  their  chsrtcrs  and  contracts. 
The  paramount  object  in  all  such  provisions  should,  of 
course,  be  to  guarti  against  abuses,  and  reform  existing 
evils,  though,  in  some  instances,  the  case  may  have  be- 
come so  desperate  as  to  require  even  aaiputation  to  save 
life,  fivery  thing  ebw  concerning  bank  paper  is  supposed 
to  belong  to* the  wisdom  and  sound  discretion  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  as  they  may  prefer,  from  lime  to  time,  to  create 
and  employ  it     Within  the  constitutional  limitations,  and 


as  oooa  as  deenad  aipedioDt  by  a«y  of  then,  spscia  «Vat, 
or  paper,  or  a  mixed  medium  of  both,  «i  coasideied  prefer*, 
able  by  each  for  ita  own  purposes,  can  be,  if  it  he  not  now, 
establishad.  At  the  same  time^  it  is  hoped  aid  bshev64 
that  no  wish  exists  in  any  quarter  to  praveot,  but  ralhsr  a 
deep  and  general  anxiety,  like  that  evinced  by  Ceogrcai, 
the  Executive,  and  this  Pepartmant,  for  seme  yean  ptit, 
to  encourage  the  same  sound  currency  for  the  usss  of  the 
people  and  the  States,  as  for  the  fiscal  operations  of  tlw 
General  Goverament 

VIII.  Some  oeneral  causes  and  BcxtniEs  orTHEriis- 

E5T  KMBAB1KA8S3IKKT8. 

In  conclosion,  it  is  the  iotentioB  of  the  underaigoed  not 
to  advert  to  the  chief  caiisea  oi  tbe  recent  calamities,  ex- 
cept so  far- as  they  are  connected  with  our  financial  con- 
dition, and  as  appeara  necessary  to  indicate  briefly  a  few 
remedies  by  means  of  general  legpslation. 

Without  doubt  one  of  these  cauoaa  was  the  .over-produc- 
tion of  cotton,  coupled  with  the  large  and  sudden  deprecia- 
tion of  its  price. 

The  whole  product,  though  before  so  great,  had,  wi'liio 
three  yean,  been  increased  probably  mora  than  one  hun- 
dred millioneof  poundsi,  so  as  to  exceed  in  a  single  year 
the  enormous  quantity  of  five  hundred  and  forty  miliioM 
of  pounds.  The  faU.of  price  was  ouch. as,  on  that  quanti- 
ty, jiroold  make  a  difiBnrence  in  its  value  of  near  fur^  mil- 
lions  of  dollars.  The  occurrence  of  ihia  foil,  however,  wi« 
at  such  a  period  of  the  year  as  not  much  to  aflect  over  half 
the  last  crop ;  but  the  violence  of  the  ahock*  though  tboi 
lessened,  still  occasioned  a  loss  to  an  appalling  sinoant. 
The  fall  was  cbiefiy  consequent  from  tha  over-prododioa, 
the  abrupt  withdrawal  of  foreign  credit*  combined  with 
some  other  circumstances  which  n^  not  now  be  psrticu- 
laii^.  The  over-production  originaUd  partly,  like  moit 
other  excesses  here,  from  an  extraordinary  exteaaioB  of 
credits  and  bank  issues,  and  partly  /rpm  kee|«ng  open  the 
sales  of  public  lands  to  all  persons,  and  at  the  former  low 
prices,  after  other  articles,  including  cotton  and  laoda  \aA 
suddenly  risen  much  in  their  nominal  v^hie.  Under  tbic 
tempting  state  of  things  diosa  ealea  were  exorbituitly  en- 
larged, till  they  amounted  to  over  twenty  millions  of  aercf 
in  a  year,  when,  not  moro  than  three  or  four  niilliona  wore 
probably  neceasary  ;  and  not  so  much  had  before  been  le- 
quisite,  annually,  to  meet  the  natanl  demands  for  new 
public  lands  for  raising  cotton,  and  for  alldther  kiodaof 
agricultural  employment  But  thia  ezoeaa  in  aalea»  so  un- 
expected and  ruinous,  con,  it  is  believed,  be  averted  here- 
after, whenever  they  are  likely  to  go  bcqfond  a  deiirable 
amount,  by  passing  laws  which  shall  confina  them  to  actu- 
al scttJera,  or  increase  the  price  to  others.  The  same  meai- 
ures,  with  other  remedieebereaftev  suggested  for  some  other 
existing  evils,  will  help  to  correct  fuiora  excesses  in  tbe  |)(0- 
daction  of  the  great  domestic  staphs  of  tho  Union* 

Another  of  tho  causes  .of- the  preaent  embarrassmeola  «■* 
the  unprecedented  qusntity  of  foreign  goods  imported.  Bj 
stimulants  to  overtrading,  such  as  very  extended  and  ofim 
renewed  credits  abroadt  as  well  as  at  home,  so  treachefooi 
in  appearances  of  prosperity^thiMe  importations  werp  dan- 
gerously swollen  to  the  amount  of  almost  two  hundred  otfl- 
lions  of  doliara  a  year,  and  thus  cooatituted  an  eiceu  over 
our  exports  of  about  sixty  millions,  and  involved  the  coun- 
try in  a  foreign  debt,  merely  commercial,  whose  Ulance 
against  ua,  after  all  proper  deductions  for  frcighlii,  i^^ 
and  similar  considerations,  probably  exceeded  the  aggregate 
of  thirty  millions  of  doiiare.    . 

That  excess,  so  little  anticipated  and  ao  iodiscrrrt,  tbe 
system  (*f  credit  formerly  in  use,  and  better  legulitrd, 
would  have  seasonably  |ira vented,  by  requiring  an  eatly 
odjuatnient  of  liafonces,  aind,  thua  turning  the  foreign  ei- 
changcs  against  us,  would  have  atop|ied  many  extravagan- 
ces both  in  trade  and  bank  issues. 
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But,  stiiDiilBteJ  and  anretlrained,  m  before  detcribed,  it 
increased  the  datiee  some  roillions  beyond  what  a  prudent 
though  prosperous  state  of  trsde  was  ttliely  to  produce^  and, 
combined  with  soroe  oiber  causes,  baa  overwhelmed  the 
mefcaadle  intenst  with  many  of  those  disasten  uncter 
which  i*  has  cnffered  so  severely  the  past  season.  Ftom 
oMuy  of  thess^  no  just  legislatioa  eaii  now  affi>rd  much  le- 
liel.  Nor  eopld  any  legislation  hereto fora  have  prevented 
severe  revulsions  from  this  sooroe^  except-  by  impofing 
ciMcks  on  inordinate  credit  and  hanking,  as  well  as  on  sud^ 
den,  and  large  expansions  and  contractions  in  bank  iseufli, 
and  faj  that  further  reduction  of  the  tariff  which  haa  been 
so  Birenuously  urged  lor  two  years  past  to  be  adopted, 
whenever  our  fiscal  condition  evinced  that  the  vrfaole  of  the 
aoeruing  duties  were  not  needed  for  public  purposes.  B«- 
cavse  the  gceat  suiplo^  forced  into  the  I'reasury  by  the 
exceases  in  the  sales  of  land,  and  in  duties  on  imports,  not 
being  seasonably  withdrawn,  either  by  equivalent  apptopri- 
ations  or  further  reductions  in  the  current  receipts  through 
new  laws  or  by  investments,  has  undoubtedly  contributed, 
through  the  loan  of  it  while  in  deposits,  (o  sustain  ih  some 
degree,  if  not  produce,  the  spirit  of  overtradiiig.  That  sur- 
plus was  often  deprecated ;  and- the  only  sound  legal  pre- 
ventives  atill  appear  to  this  Departmem  to  be  the  measures 
be£9fe  enumeraied  for  preventing  its  accumulation.  And 
sfter  it  had  undesignedly  happened,  the  wisest  disposal  of 
it  was  supposed  lo  be,  to  expend  it,  a»  fast  aa  useful,  on 
proper  eb)<BcU  of  a  pubKc  character;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
not  to  leave  it  in  the  deposite  bank%  but  to  inTest  it  in  State 
stocks,  as  8  provident  fund,  to  remain  both  saMy  and  prof- 
itably till  vtranted  lo  aid  in  meetiRg  currant  Mpenditupss  or 
eziraovdinaiy  contingencies. 

The  nndersigtoed  regrets  that  he  was  not  so  fortpnafe  in 
sustaining  his  opiniona  concerning  the  transient  andfluetn* 
ating  character  \}{  the  excesses  in  our  revenue,  as  to  have 
received  the  Aoncumence  of  Congross  in  relation  to  those 
cantionaiy  provision^  Ipnnirly  recommended  by  him  for 
meeting  the  .  revulsions,  deficiencies,  and  contingencies, 
which  he  supposed  incident  to  them,  as  well  aa  to  our 
finaneisi  system  generally.  He  is,  at  the  same  time,  aware 
that  the  depesito  act,  so  far  aa  it  plAoed  a  part  of  the  pnbUc 
money  with  the4Btates  for  safs  keeping,  and  the  Treasury 
cifcnlar  issued  by  the  dirsction  of  the  Ilxecutive,  as  to  the 
kind  ef  money  receivable  for  public  lands,  were  intended, 
among  other  things,  to  obviate  a  portion  of  the  evils  con- 
nected with  those  excesseis.  Nor  does  be  entertoin  any 
doubt  that  ihey  both  contnbntedt  ai  firit,  to  awaken  cau- 
tion among  the  more  considerate,  and  to  excite  strong  soa^ 
picions,  if  not  oonvietionsi  in  prudent  minds,  as  to  the 
great  extrava^snoes  ef  crMUt  4nto  which  the  conmiiinity 
bad  raphly  ptong^.  Bnt  after  those  measores  had^aocom- 
pliehed  tltesa  and  aimilai:  benefito  with  a  |x>rtion  of  4he  conu 
HMinilf  ,  thongh  othen  stiU  felt  justified  in  anticipating  a 
eontinuince.  of  suiplnses^and  distributions,  tho  subsequent 
iiifiuonee  ef  eiiher  the  set  or  the  drouiar,  in  checking  the 
threatened  mischiefs,  is  believed,  in  most  cases,  to  have 
been  overrated.  The  operations  of  the  deposite  act,,  in  sup- 
plying defieienden  of-  revenue,  by  a  recair-from  tha  States, 
however  well  intended,  vrill  probably  prove  very  deficient 
In  soane  other  respecte  ttwy  have,  by  first  tequiiing  to  be 
speedily  eoUnetod  and  subdivided  among  more  numerous 
banks  from  tea  to  fifteen  millions  of  dtfltara,  and  then  com- 
pelling, within  the  short  period  ef  nine  months  from  the  1st 
of  Janoary  laot,  another  collection  and  transfer  of  nearly 
forty  niilUona  more,  and  much  of  it  from  the  merchant^ 
and  to  phMsea  not  situated  in  the  usual  channels  of  trade  or 
of  large  fiscal  operations^  unquestionably  aggravated  many 
of  the  distresses  which  bad  their  principal  origin  in  other 
cauaes.  Those  operations  neeessari^  aided  to  produce 
the  derangement  that  oocurred  in  the  domeattc  exchanges, 
and  imp<ned  a  task  npon  the  banks  unprscadented  for  ite 
amoant  and  diffienlty.     By  converting  suddenly  into  de- 


maiade  for^apecie  very  large  anma,  most  of  which  were  he- 
fore  mere  credits,  they  also  hastened,  if  not  increased,  the 
leas  ef  confidence  in  banks,  that  haa  since  so  widely  inn 
pdred  their  character  and  nseCalness. 

Another,  and  the  last  general  canae  of  the  present  embar- 
rasamente  which  wiU  he  noticed  as  having  much  oonaex- 
ion  with  our  financial  afi«ir%  hw  been  an  nnnaeeesary  and 
injudicious  increase  of  bank  capitol,  discounts,  and  iseuea. 
A  similar  increase,  however  this  may  have  been  influenced 
by  the  large  temporary  depoeitea  of  public  money  made 
with  banks  and  Sutes^  and  by  the  causes  before  alfuded  to, 
has  happened  in  some  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  hare, 
during  the  same  period,  from  other  great  conunareial  and 
monetary  impulaes,  that  are  permanently  connected  with 
all  paper  systems  not  founded  entirely  on  specie.  These 
impnisee  have  operated  in  some  measure  independently  of 
several  transient  and  local  causes,  whose  efiecte  have  by 
many  been  much  exaggerated.  It  is  probable  that  they  never 
can  he  properly  eontrotted  ondar  such  a  sysism  of  expansive 
credit,  while  the  individual  directors  of  much  of  that  credit 
have  80  fittte  separate  legislative  restraint  placed  aver  their 
'  conduct,  and  have  private  interesto  at  stake,  which,  in  pur- 
auit  of  immediate  and  large  pnifilw,  muat  usually  possess  a 
strength  so  superior  to  that  of  any  sense  of  general  duty  to 
consult  the  public  security. 

The  amount  of  circulation  which  exisled  in  the  early  part 
of  the  last  year,  had  increased  thirty  millions  or  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  only  three  years.  It  continned  to  ex- 
pand for  aoute  montha  afterwards,  and  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port was  considered  Kkely  to  prove  ruinous  to  steady 
prioas ;  to  earround  with  danger  every  apeciea  of  aound 
trade ;  and  not  to  be  susceptible  of  that  reduction  to  proper 
dimensions  which  was  necessary,  and  aoon  inevitable, 
without  probably  producing  soroe  of  the  wide-spread  suf- 
ferings which  have  since  happened.  The  constitutional 
power  of  the  Creneral  Gov«inment  to  check  such  evlla,  ei« 
cep«  9M  before  indicated,  and  incidentally,  though  the  kind 
of  money  it  can  and  should  permit  to  be  employed  in  its 
raven ues  and  expenditures,  is  apprehended  to  be  limited. 
Tiuough  the  latter,  it  may  usefully  discoursge,  aa  of  late 
yean  has  been  attempted  by  Congress  as  well  aa  the  Exec- 
utive, the  dangerous  Issues  of  small  bills,  and,  indeed,  pa« 
per  emissions  of  any  kind,  which  are  not  «  paid  on  drmand 
in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  place  where  issued,  and  shall 
not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place  where  ofifered,  and 
convertible  into  gold  or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  without  delay  or  Iocs  to  him."  For  the 
like  purpose,  it  may  likewise  continue  inflexibly  to  coun- 
tenance for  amaller  payments,  and  in  the  business  of  soci- 
ety not  particularly  commercial,  a  metallic  currency;  which  • 
1e  not  Uabte,  Kke  bank  paper,  to  sudden  fluctuations  and 
greiit  losses.  A  further  wise  stop  would  doubtless  lie,  to 
refrain  to  make,  by  ite  own  acts,  any  addition  to  the  amount 
of  bank  capital,  already  too  greai ;  and  to  rely  on  bank  pa- 
per as  Ktlle  as  practicable,  when  authoriaod  in  the  improve 
ident  manner  which  haa  often  prevailed,  and  exhibited  so 
much  feebleness  and  insecurity,  ss  well  as  produced  so 
many  inconvnnienaes  and  losses. 

It  appears  to  the  undereigned  that  all  beyond  this  which 
can  be  beneficially  accomplished,  in  connexion  with  the 
laat  cause  of  the  present  embarrassmento,  and  without  an 
alteration  in  the  constitution  conferring  on  the  General 
Government  direct  authority  over  every  kind  of  banking, 
must  be  efiected  through  the  State  Legfslaturee,  and  the 
coramerciai  habite  of  tt^  community.  Much  improvement 
can,  doubtless,  be  introduced,  if  the  legislatures  will  im- 
pose those  additional  regulations,  restraints,  and  securities, 
which  have  teen  before  enumerated.  Much  more  will  also 
follow,  •  and  substential  relief  be  afforded  to  the  people  at 
large,  if,  in  addition  to  the  other  measures  recommended, 
indiMuals  will  exercise  the  wisdom  to  place  a  greater 
reliance  on  real  capltel,  active  industry,  frugality,  and 
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wefl-groanded  credit,  than  on  that  inflated  ajatem  which 
of  late  baa  contamporaneoualy  prerailed  to  aach  rainooa 
extant,  both  in  thia  and  aome  other  eountiiea-^  ayatem 
which  haa  been  encouraged  by  aome  peraona,  nnderthe  de- 
luaive  idea  that  there  waa  no  oveitrading  of  any  kind,  till 
a  revulaion  haa  occurred  almoat  without  a  parallel,  and  haa 
gtTen  to  commerce  and  credit  a  blow  whoae  destni^ve 
efiecta  it  may  require  yean  fully  to  repair. 
All  which  18  reapectfiilly  aubmitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treamtry, 
Hon.  JAMBa  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeentativee, 

Litt  of  documents  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

A.  Letter  to  the  collector  at  New  York,  from  the  SeeraUry 

of  the  Traaaary,  conoaming  the  poatponemeot  of  bonda 
for  dntiea. 

B.  fnatmetiona  from  die  Boltoitor  of  the  Traaaory,  on  the 

aame  aubject. 

C.  Memorial  from  merchanta  of  New  York  to  the  Praai- 

dent. 

D.  Memorial  from  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Boatoo  to  the 

SecreUry  of  the  Treaaury. 
£.  Memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 

Orleana. 
F.  1.  Reply  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaofy  to  the 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Boaton. 
F.  2.  Letter  to  collector  of  Now  York  aa  to  receipt  of 

bank  notea. 
F.  3.  Letter  from  committee  of  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 

New  York,  requealing  extenaion  of  a  year  on  pay- 

roenta  of  dutiea. 

0.  Letter  to  the  ExeeutiTca  of  the  Statea,  with  the  poat^ 

acript  aa  to  the  return  of  the  tranafera  in  caae  of 
non -payment  by  the  banka. 

H.  1.  Circular  letter  from  the  Treaaury  Department  aa  to 
the  receipt  and  tranamiaaion,  by  mail,  of  bank 
notea  in  1789. 

H.  3.  Extract  from  report  of  April  39,  1790,  upon  col- 
lection law. 

1,  Firai  circular  to  the  depoaite  banka,  diacontinuing  thoae 

which  had  ceaaed  to  pay  apecie  for  their  notea. 
K.  Liat  of  tbote  thoa  diacontinnad. 
L.  Ltat  of  piwaent  depoaite  banka  vndar  the  depoeita  act« 
M.  1.  Firat  circular  to  ooUectora,  directing  them  not  to 

place  money  in  general  depoeite  in  banka  which 

have  atopped  apecie  paymenta. 
M.  2.  Circular  to  receivera  of  public  money  on  tho  aame 

auUeet. 
N.  Becond  circular  to  them  to  depoaite  apecially  when 

they  have  on  hand  over  a  certain  amount. 
O*  Extract  frpm  Treaauiy  report  in   1790,  aa  to -a  now 

claw  of  officera  to  keep  and  tranafer  the  public 

money. 
P.  Table  of  Treaaury  warranta  payable  in  each  State 

ill  1834. 
Q.  Comparative  condition  of  depoaite  banka  in  certain  par- 

ticulara  in  November,   1836,  and  in  Mnrd»,  May, 

July,  and  Auguet,  1837. 
R.  State  of  the  accounts  of  the  farmer  and  prcaant  depoaite 

banka  with  the  Treaaurer  of  the  United  Sutca. 
8.    Circular  aa  to  depoaitea  by  diaburaing  officen^  by  order 

of  the  Preardent. 
T.  Circular  inatructiona  to  colleetora  and  receivera,  to  ac- 
cept Treaaury  drafta  in  certain  caaea.    • 
U.  Condition  of  each  of  the  iormer  depoaite  banka  at  the 

laat  ratorna. 
V.  Laat  circular  to  banka,  oo  the  enfajecl  •f  laaaming 

apecie  paymenta. 


TnxAavET  DarAKTxsvT,  May  8,  1837. 

Sib.  :  I  have  been  Erected  by  the  Preaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  to  communicate  to  you  the  viewa  of  thia  Departs 
ment  in  reUtton  to  the  requeat  recently  made  to  him  hy>  a 
committee  appointed  at  a  leapoetthle  meeting  held  in  tho 
city  of  New  York.  Th»  requeot  waa,  *'  that  inatmctiona 
may  be  given  to  prevent  the  commencing  of  anita  in  any 
of  the  collection  diatricta  upon-  unpaid  bonda,  until  after 
the  iirat  day  of  January  n#xt." 

With  every  diapcaition  on  the  part  of  the  Prerident  and 
thia  Department  to  gratify  any  wiahea  of  the  mercantile 
portion ^of  the  community,  and  with  a  deep  aolidtude  to 
alleviate,  aa  far  a»  poeaible,  the  pweaaura  which  exiata  in 
their  pocunlaiy  affidn,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  inamctieoa 
cannot  be  given  for  fo  protracted  a  delay,  and  in  ao  general 
a  manner,  vrithout  a  departure  from  long-ieetaMiabed 
UMge^  and  great  faieonveaienee  to  'both  the  sMrchanu  and 
the  Treaaury.  - 

By  ihe  aci  of  Congreea  of  the  2d  March,  1799,  it  ia  pro- 
vided that  <  ••where  any  bond  for  the  payoaent  oT  dattca 
shall  not  be  aatiaied  on  the  day  it  may'  baoome  due,  the 
coUector  ahall,  forthwith  and  without  dMay,  canae  a  pro- 
eecution  io>  be  -cokimenccd  for  the ,  recovery  c€  the  money 
thereon,  hy  action  or  auit  at  law.*' 
•  No  authority  or  diixvetionary*  power  ia  intruated  ezpreaa- 
ly  to  the  Pceahieni  or  thia  Department  to  diapenae  with 
thia  impwative  direction,  given  by  Congreea  to  the  colleet- 
ora of  the  cuetomji.  •  The  general  practice  bar  been  op- 
posed 40  nhe  exIttenoB  or  exerciM  of  an  j  tegal  aathonty, 
except  in  Congreaa,  to  grant  delay  m  the  payment  of  auch 
bon«la,  until  after  an  action  ia  inatituted  or  jodgment  ia 
confeaaed.  After  a  -amt.  haa  been  liraagfat,  the  collector'a 
duty  haa  been.-cqnndared  aalnlfilledi  and  thia  Departmrnt, 
through  iia  proper  agents,, bga In  auch  caaea,  and  in  that 
atage  of  the  pfdenedinga,  deem«d>  it  kwfet  to  direct  aoaae 
dakky  to  be  granted  by  the  district  attorney  on  eartain 
terma. 

No  atatttt^  forbida-  such  a  eourae,  and-  if  a  payment  in 
part  ia  dien  made,  or  additional  ■acuiityfomiahed  inrxaaea 
where  great  hardahip»  -  embarraaament,  vt  inadlvinicy  ia 
ahown  to  eziat»  and  the  application  ianildeiReDnBi>q«cQce 
of  apme-of  theae  etrcnmatanoea,  indulgenca  haa  fraqnentlj 
been  given.  .    ^-    .       ..    .    • 

But  the  power  of  permitting  aome  indolg^ce  before-  an 
action  ia  comnanoed  iaauppowd  by  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
and  the  Solicitor  o^  tho^  Traaaory  to  belonif  to  die  fatter 
officer,  under  tbeact of  Congteaa  of  29th  May,  1^30 ;  and 
in  ttmea  and  caaea  Hha  the  praaeat.  When  the  nmat  faver- 
able-eonatraetieB  which,  ia-legal  ahould.  be  foHoiwe^,  thia 
Department  ii  diapoaed,  in  conformity  with  ;Uie  ndvito  and 
opinion  of  theae-  law  4>fficera,  to  aanetion  a.  delay  by  him 
under  like  cireumatancaa,  and  to'a  like  -attent,.  before  anit 
aa^fterwaidab.  Upwithe  ooeunencej  tfaninfore,  of  caaea  of 
the  eharaciar  previoualy  deecHbed,  whether  before  acift  or 
after,  and  wheiberat -yonr  port  or' elaekhera,  aimilar  in- 
dnigencea  on  aimilar  terma  ^otdd,  and  nndoabiedly  woirid, 
be  alldwed  with-pleaaunp,  oneoaaonableapplicationhi'cach 
eaae^  and  the«zlent  of  the-  delay  being- regulated  hy  the 
faeia  of -each  caae,  and  the  «iiating  and  probable  wanta  of 
tho  Treaaury  at  the  timb  ituhall  bb -preaented. 

But  ahould  applieationa  of  thia  kind  become  numerooa, 
and  extend  to  aevcral  bonda  vary-  large  in  aoioont,  dllBoul- 
iiea,  onftirfnnately,  wonkl  ariae,  ili^er*the  exieting  lavra 
and  preaent  atata  oif  the  ^Treaaury,  not  only  to  the  partiea, 
but  to  the  public^  in  puatpening  payment  for  any  conaid- 
erable  periods  In  the  BnA  place,  ail  partiea  and  auretiea 
upon  bonda  nnpaid  after  doe  ara  expreaaly  jdiaabled  by  the 
63d  aection  of  the  aci  before  reforred  to  -If  om  having  credit 
upon  any  other  doty  bonda.  The  language  ii^  *'  No  per- 
aon  whoae  bond  haa  baai  raceived,  eiifaer  aa  principal  or 
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ioiety,  for  Ibe  payment  of  datiei^  or  for  whom  any  bond 
has  been  given  by  an  agent,  factor,  or  other  person,  in 
parsuanca  of  the  provisions  herein  contained,  and  which 
bond  may  be  due  and  ansatisfied,  shall  be  allowed  a  future 
credit  for  duties  until  such  bond  be  folly  paid  or  discharg- 
ed." In  the  next  place,  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  will  probably  be  such,  whettier 
looking  to  the  eaamates  submitted  by  this  Department  to 
Congreaa  at  the  commencement  of  iti  session  in  December 
last,  or  to  the  actual  state  of  things  at  this  time,  as  to  cre- 
ate serious  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  to  the  public 
inleresta  in  meeting  the  public  engagements,  should  the 
payment  of  all  the  duly  bonds  outstanding  in  the  United 
States  and  amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars,  be 
postponed  in  their  collection,  either  before  or  after  suit, 
until  the  time  requei4ed  by  the  committee. 

This  will  be  very  manifest  from  the  following  data : 
1*he  aggregate  reeeipta  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
1837  having  been  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report  at 
#34,000,000,  and  the  appiopriations  asked  for  by  the  re- 
spectiTe  Departmenta,  with  the  usual  anticipated  contin- 
gent, having  amounted  to  about  $27,000,000,  it  was  then 
soggeeted  that  this  would  require  the  expenditure  not  only 
of  all  the  estimated  accruing  receipts,  but  near  three  millions 
of  the  fivo  reaerved  on  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  for  die- 
tiibution  among  the  States.  Congress,  however,  in  the 
coune  of  the  session,  appropriated  not  only  those  three 
millioDs  of  excess,  but  over  five  millions  in  addition ;  ma^ 
king  an  aggregate  of  more  than  thirty-two  millions :  and 
by  this  means  a  charge  was  imposed  on  the  Treasury  to 
the  extent  of  eight  or  nine  millions  beyond  the  estimated 
reoeipto  during  the  year. 

The  expectation  of  a  recurrence  of  an  extraordinary  ex- 
cess of  revenue  during  the  present  year,  which  may  have 
been  contemplated  by  some,  and  have  formed  the  ground 
on  which  so  large  appropriations  were  made,  was  never 
entertained  by  this  Department ;  nor  does  any  such  ex- 
pectation, judging  from  the  reeeipta  of  the  first  quarter 
aad  the  first  month  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  present 
year,  seem  likely  to  be  verified.  On  the  contrary,  as- 
suming the  hypothesis  that  a  similar  amount  of  unexpend- 
ed appropriations  will  remain  at  the  dose  of  the  present 
year  as  did  at  the  close  of  the  last,  (though  in  ordinary 
times  they  are  generally  reduced  eight  millions  lower,  and, 
should  they  become  so,  would  increase  the  deficiency  to 
that  extent,)  the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  bonds  to  the  1st  of  Januaiy  next  would 
make  a  deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  highly 
probable.  To  postpone  the  payment  of  the  many  millions 
falling  doe  at  all  the  porta  in  the  United  States,  would 
render  this  deficiency  inevitable. 

Comparing  the  present  condition  of  the  country  with  a 
former  period  of  similar  revulsion  in  trade,  when,  in  1819, 
ftom  causes  somewhat  analogous,  the  mercantile  interesta 
were  exposed  to  a  pressure  so  very  general  and  severe,  the 
likelihood  seems  equally  strong  in  lavor  of  a  rapid  reduc- 
tion in  the  revenue. 

The  foregoing  remarks  will  explain  some  of  the  practical 
diffirnltiea  to  be  encountered  in  meeting  the  wishes  ex- 
pressed by  the  committee  for  the  long  posiponeolent  of  the 
payment  of  duty  bonds,  whether  granted  before  or  after 
suit,  and  whether  in  view  of  the  consequences  to  the  mer- 
cbanta  or  to  the  Treasury  and  the  public.  But  indulgence 
for  thirty,  sixty,  and  ninety  days,  not  extending  beyond 
the  1st  of  September,  or  about  the  time  for  ananging 
the  payment  of  the  last  instalment  of  deposite  with  the 
States^  could  doubtless  be  granted  in  special  cases,  un- 
der the  customary  terms  and  circumstances  as  before  ex- 
plained, should  any  parties  desire  iL  But  what  forbear- 
ance the  sitoatioD  of  the  Treasury  may  justify  m  this  re- 
spect, at  any  future  day,  cannot  now  be  foreseen  with 
much  moconcj.  The  payment,  within  so  short  a  period 
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aa  nine  months,  of  such  a  vast  amount  to  the  States  as 
near  thirty-eight  millions,  and  which  la  mostly  to  be  col- 
lected through  the  deposite  banks  from  the  mercantile  por- 
tion of  the  country,  increases  the  pressure  from  other  causes 
on  both  the  banks  and  the  community,  and  creates  a  pros- 
pect that  the  revenue  accruing  for  the  rest  of  the  year  will 
much  decline,  and  will  generally  be,  as  has  been  the  case 
in  April,  less  than  the  current  expenditures. 

Hence  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  at  this  time  being 
only  about  six  millions  more  than  is  required  to  be  paid  to 
the  States,  the  progress  of  eventa  may  compel  a  recourse 
to  such  other  measures  as  the  existing  laws  authorise  for 
meeting  one  of  those  great  crises  or  fluctuations  in  trade, 
by  which,  as  well  as  by  other  contingencies,  our  present 
sources  of  revenue,  from  their  intimate  dependance  upon 
them,  are  so  suddenly  and  so  largely  influenced,  and  for 
which  it  has  been  the  anxious  wish  of  this  Department  for 
two  years  past  that  Congress  would  efTectually  provide. 

How  far  the  powers  of  the  Department,  under  the  de- 
posite and  other  acts,  are  now  adequate  to  this  end,  need 
not  be  considered  until  a  necessity  to  resort  to  them  shall 
become  imperative.  But,  at  all  events,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  present,  as  well  as  probably  the  future  condition  of  the 
Treasury  must  be  so  doubtful,*  if  not  straitened,  as  to  pre- 
vent it  from  affording"  so  much  incidental  or  direct  aid  to 
the  mercantile  intereat,  either  individually  or  through  the 
deposite  banks,  as  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  this 
Department  to  be  able  to  extend.  More  cspeciatly  would  it 
be  gratified  to  do  this,  while  their  interesta  are  sufifering  un- 
der the  present  severe  pressure — a  pressure  regretted  by 
me  as  deeply  as  by  any  one,  and  the  near  and  probabta 
approach,  as  well  as  principal  causes  of  which,  according 
to  my  views  of  the  subject,  I  felt  compelled,  from  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  however  disagreeable  the  task,  to  point  out 
in  detail  in  tlte  last  annual  report,  so  fully  as  to  render  a 
rqietition-of  them  on  this  occasion  unnecessary  as  well  as 
painful. 

This  Department  cannot  close  the  present  eommnnici* 
tion  without  requesting  you  to  assure  the  individuals  con- 
nected with  the  great  commerce  of  your  port  of  the  deep 
sympathy  felt  here  on  account  of  ita  embarrassmenta;  of 
the  willingness  cherished  at  this  time,  as  on  former  occa- 
sions,  to  extend  to  it  every  species  of  relief  and  indulgence 
in  the  power  of  tiie  Treasury,  consistent  with  the  laws  and 
the  public  duties  intrusted  to  ita  charge ;  and  of  the  en- 
tire conviction  entertained,  that  the  high  moral  character 
and  honorable  feelings  of  the  merchanta  will  not  only  carry 
them  through  the  trials  of  adverse  fortune  with  their  usual 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  laws  and  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  their  country,  but,  by  the  aid  of  their  accustomed 
energy,  enterprise,  and  indefatigable  industry,  will  ere  long 
relieve  them  from  most  of  the  sufieringa  occasioned  by 
those  disasters  which  have  occurred  so  unexpectedly  to 
some  and  so  injuriously  to  many. 

Respectfully,  yours,  dec. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 
Saxuxi.  SwimTWOVT,  Esq. 

Collector  at  New  York. 
P.  S.     You  are  requested  to  give  immediate  publicity 
to  the  above  communication. 

B. 

[ciBGULAm.] 

From  the  SoUeitor  of  the  Treasury  to  the  U.  S.  attomeye, 
Onics  OF  Solicitor  of  thb  TmxAsnmT, 


May  16,  1887. 

of  the  I 


Sir  :  You  will  perceive  by  the  letter  of  tiie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  un- 
der date  of  the  8th  instant,  that  the  Treasury  Dspartment» 
dssiring,  in  eonearrence  with  the  views  of  the  President, 
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to  give  all  the  relbf  to  the  mercantile  community,  under 
its  preeent  state  of  general  emharrasement,  which  is  author- 
ized by  law,  and  permitted  by  official  obligalion,  has  de- 
termined, in  certain  eases,  to  suspend  for  a  short  time  the 
collection  of  duty  bonds. 

The  5th  section  of  the  act  of  Msy  29,  1830,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,''  gives  power  to  that  oflicer  «to  instruct 
district  attorneys  in  all  matters  and  proceedings  appertain- 
ing to  suits  in  which  tiie  United  States  is  a  party  or  inter- 
ested." This  power  has  oflen,  on  application  to  this  of- 
fice, in  cases  of  great  hardship,  embarrassment,  or  insol- 
vency, been  exercised,  to  give  time  for  payment,  afUr  the 
tttetUuHon  of  suit,  on  condition  of  further  security  being 
furnished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  attorney.  A 
temporary  indulgence  on  this,  or  other  conditions,  has  fre- 
quently made  ultimate  payment  secure,  when  a  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  law  would  have  resulted  in  the  ruin  of 
the  debtor  and  loss  of  the  debt.  But  indulgence  has  never 
heretofore  (except  oo  occasion  of  the  great  fire  in  New 
York,  when  Congi%s3  was  in  session,  and  had  the  subject 
of  relief  under  consideration)  been  extended  before  mUt 
eommencedf  but,  under  the  opinion  of  this  office,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  collector  of  New 
York  has  been  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
tbut  the  power  exists  to  grant  delay  before  suit,  and  will 
now  be  extended  in  appropriate  cases. 

The  present  general  embarrassment  of  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  commercial  cities  has  also  been  deemed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  suiUble  occa- 
sion for  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  power  of  instruc- 
tion to  district  attorneys,  rested  in  this  office  by  the  act  of 
Congress  above  mentioned,  by  giving  it  beforehand,  and 
Waving  to  them  its  special  application  on  the  general  terms 
and  priBoiple«  laid  down  by  this  office.  I  hfve,  therefore, 
as  the  applications  for  relief  will  probably  be  numerous, 
thought  proper  to  point  out  for  your  government  the  terms 
and  conditions  on  which,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, after  obtaining  io  each  case  all  the  information  in 
your  power,  you  may  postpone  the  institution  of  suit 

1st  You  wiU  require  that  the  assent  of  sureties,  in 
writing,  to  the  indulgence  desired,  be  filed  in  your  office. 

2dly.  The  65th  section  of  the  general  oollection  law  of 
March  3,  1799,  enUtled  «« An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  importo  and  tonnage,"  provides  that  "an  all 
bonds,  upon  which  suits  shall  be  commenced,  an  interest 
shall  be  allowed,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
from  the  time  when  said  bonds  become  due  until  the  pay- 
ment thereof."  You  will  require,  therefore,  the  agreement 
of  all  the  parties  to  bonds  on  which  suits  shall  be  postpo- 
ned, to  pay  the  same  interest  as  if  suit  were  instituted. 

3dly.  You  will  in  no  case,  without  further  orders,  grant 
a  suspension  of  suit  beyond  the  1st  dsy  of  October  next ; 
'before  which  period.  Congress  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
making  such  provisions  as  they  may  think  proper. 

^}^}y'  You  will,  in  all  cases,  request  additional  security. 
If  this  cannot  be  given,  you  will  require  a  judgment  by 
confession,  as  a  condition  of  such  stay  of  execution  as  you 
may  deem  expedient  and  proper,  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
time  above  allowed  for  the  suspension  of  suit 

5thly.  It  must  be  a  condition,  in  all  cases,  that  a  forfei- 
ture of  all  the  benefito  of  the  indulgence  granted  shall  be 
incurred,  whenever  any  one  of  the  terms  of  that  yidulgence 
shall  not  have  been  complied  with. 

It  is  not  intended  by  the  third  regulation  that  the  post- 
ponement of  suit  should,  in  all  cases,  be  made  until  the  1st 
.  October  next  On  the  contrary,  you  wUl  take  care  that, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  respecting  postponement  of 
•  payment  and  suit,  conferred  on  you  by  this  letter,  no  in- 
dulgence be  granted,  where  the  parUes,  in  your  judgment, 
•re  able  to  pay  without  serious  saeiifioes.  It  is,  moreover, 
.desirable,  where  die  parties  luve  it  ia  their  power  to  make 


it,  to  obtain  payment  in  part,  and  to  stipulate  for  the  ren- 
doe  in  instalments  of  thirty,  sixty,  or  ninety  days ;  or,  if 
no  part  can  be  obtained  in  cssfa,  then  the  whole  amount  to 
be  paid  in  instalments  of  thirty,  sixty,  and  ninety  days. 
More  especially  should  this  be  required  where  no  additional 
security  is  given. 

It  is  desirable,  for  the  convenience  of  parties  applying 
for  indulgence,  that  they  should,  in  proper  cases,  obiiin  it 
without  tiie  delay,  trouble,  and  expense  of  applying  to  thii 
office.  It  is,  moreover,  obvious  that  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  acting  through  the  district  attorneys  who  reside 
in  the  same  place  with  the  applicants,  and  have  a  pertontl 
acquaintance  with  them,  and  a  knowledge  of  their  charac- 
ter and  circumstances,  may  exercise  the  power  for  their  re- 
lief, incident  to  his  office,  more  judiciously  than  in  penon 
at  Washington.  The  requisite  authority,  and  the  general 
regulations  for  its  exercise,  arc,  therefore,  givsn  you  by 
this  letter  of  instructions.  But,  although  it  is  highly  dea- 
rable  and  expedient  that  cases  of  relief  should  be  acted  on 
and  decided  at  once  in  the  places  where  they  originate,  yet 
important  cases,  not  coming  within  those  regukiiona,  or 
the  circumstances  of  which,  from  their  peculiarity,  shall, 
in  your  judgment,  require  it,  may  be  referred  to  this  office, 
with  a  detailed  report  of  all  the  facts  and  infonaation  afibct- 
ing  them,  possessed  by  you,  or  which  you  can  collect. 

You  will,  as  heretofore,  make  your  regular  report  of  bsnds, 
transmitted  to  you  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  rait, 
as  prescribed  in  the  first  regulation  for  the  observance  of  dis- 
trict attorneys,  in  my  circular  of  the  87th  July,  l8B0;and 
under  the  head  of  <*  remarks,"  if  a  suspension  of  suit  be 
granted,  you  will  state  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  the  suspension,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  lecn- 
rity  given,  the  evidences  of  which  you  will  retain  in  your 
possession. 

In  case  of  application  for  indulgence  being  made  before  the 
bonds  become  due,  you  may  make  use  of  the  same  forms  of 
return  as  in  case  of  suit,  leaving  such  heads  blank  as  are 
not  applicable,  and  making  the  report  immediately  after 
the  suspension  of  suit  is  granted.  Should  any  of  the  con- 
ditions on  which  indulgence  has  been  granted  not  be  ful- 
filled, you  will  immediately,  without  further  inslractioDfi 
institute  such  legal  proceedings  aus  the  case  may  call  for, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  this  offiee. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  air. 

Your  moat  oh^tent  servant, 

V.   MAXGY, 
SoUciior  of  the  Trtatary. 

To ,  Esq., 

t/.  S,  Attorney  for  the  district  of 


To  Mabtiv  Vajt  Buaxv, 

Prendent  of  the  Vnited  States, 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  of  tnforaaing  you  that  a  very 
numerous  meeting  of  the  merchants  of  New  York  was 
held  on  the  26th  of  April,  for  the  parpoae  of  consider^ 
ing  the  present  distressed  condition  of  the  city,  and  delib- 
emting  upon  the  meaaaiof  relief.  It  was  called  by  more 
than  three  hundred  firms,  and  waa  attended  by  a  Isrige 
pNToportion  of  those  merchants  who  are  connected  with  the 
internal  trade  of  the  country,  and  who  have  an  especial  and 
direct  interest  in  the  stats  of  domestic  exchanges. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  Tepair  to  Washington, 
and  remonstrate  with  the  Executive  aigminat  the  contioo- 
ance  of  the  specie  droular,  and  to  nrge  ita  immediate  re- 
peal ;  also,  to  ask  that  tnstmctiona  may  be  given  to  pre- 
vent the  commencing  of  suit?,  in  any  of  the  colleetion  dis- 
tricts, upon  unpaid  bonds,  until  aifter  the  1st  day  of  Jana- 
ary  next,  and  to  urge  upon  the  Bxecntive  the  propriety 
of  calling  an  extra  session  of  Coagress  at  m  early  a  day  at 
possible. 

In  obedience,  sir,  to  theaa  imAniotionsy  we  present  oor- 
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mhm  before  yoa,  and  sek  yoor  deep  and  aolemn  attention 
tothe  unhappy  condition  of  that  city  which  hw  hitherto 
been  the  proinuter  and  the  index  of  oar  national  prosperi- 
ty, and  whote  fell  will  include  the  ruin  of  thouminda  in 
erery  region  of  our  territory.  We  do  not  tell  a  flctitioaa 
tale  of  wo,  we  have  no  selfish  or  partisan  views  to  sustain, 
when  we  assure  you  that  the  noble  city  which  we  repre- 
sent lies  prostrate  in  despair,  its  credit  blighted,  iU  indus- 
tty  paralyzed,  and  without  a  hope  beaming  through  the 
darknees  of  the  future,  unless  the  Government  of  our  coun- 
try eaa  be  induced  to  reKnquish  the  measures  to  which  we 
attribute  our  distress.  We  folly  appreciate  the  respect 
which  ie  due  to  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  disclaim  every 
utentioii  ineonsistent  with  that  feeling:  but  we  speak  in 
behalf  of  a  community  which  trembles  upon  the  brink  of 
rain,  which  deems  itself  an  adequate  judge  of  all  qnestions 
connected  with  the  trade  and  currency  of  the  country,  and 
believes  that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  receht  administra- 
Uon,  and  sustained  by  the  present,  is  founded  in  error, 
and  threatens  the  destruction  of  every  department  of  in- 
dustry. 

Our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mechanics,  have 
repeatedly  predicted  the  fatal  issue  of  that  policy.  «<  What 
was  prophecy  has  now  become  history ;"  and  the  reality 
nr  exceeds  our  most  gloomy  anticipations.  Under  a  deep 
impression  of  the  propriety  of  confining  our  declarations 
within  moderate  limits,  we  aflSrm  that  the  value  of  our  real 
estate  has,  within  the  last  six  months,  depreciated  more 
than  forty  millions;  that,  within  the  last  two  months, 
there  have  been  more  than  taro  hundred  and  fifty  failures 
of  houses  engaged  in  extensive  business ;  that,  within  the 
■wne  period,  a  decline  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  has  oc- 
curred in  onr  local  stocks,  including  those  railroad  and 
canal  incorporations  which,  though  (bartered  in  other 
Sucae,  depend  upon  New  York  for  the  sale ;  that  the  im- 
mense  amount  of  merchandise  in  our  warehouses  has,  with- 
in the  sime  period,  fallen  in  value  at  least  thirty  per  cent. ; 
that,  within  a  few  weeks,  not  less  than  twenty  thousand 
imiividaals,  depending  npon  their  daily  labor  for  their  daily 
hrsed,  have  been  discharged  by  their  employers,  because 
the  means  of  retaining  them  were  exhausted  ;  and  that  a 
eoippiete  blight  has  fallen  upon  a  community  heretofore  so 
active,  enterprising,  and  prosperous.  The  error  of  our 
ralers  has  produced  a  wider  desolation  than  the  pestilence 
which  depopulated  our  streets,  or  the  conflagration  which 
laid  them  in  ashes. 

We  believe  that  it  is  unjust  to  attribute  these  evils  to 
any  excesive  development  of  mercantile  enterprise,  and 
that  they  really  flow  from  that  unwise  system  which  aimed 
at  the  substitution  of  a  metallic  for  a  paper  currency — the 
aystem  which  gave  the  first  shock  to  the  fabric  of  our  com- 
taerewl^  prosperity,  by  removing  the  public  deposites  from 
the  Untied  States  Bank,  which  weakened  every  part  of  the 
edifice  by  the  dcatrnclion  of  that  useful  and  efficient  insti- 
tution, and  now  threatens  to  crumble  it  into  a  mass  of 
ruins,  under  the  operations  of  the  specie  circular,  which 
withdrew  the  gold  and  silver  of  the  country  from  the  chan- 
nels in  which  it  could  be  profitably  employed.  We  assert 
that  the  experiment  has  had  a  fair,  a  liberal  trial,  and  that 
disappointment  and  mischief  are  visible  in  all  its  results ; 
that  the  promise  of  a  regulated  currency  and  equalized  ex- 
change has  been  broken,  the  currency  totally  disordered, 
and  iatemal  exchanges,  almost  entirely  discontinued.  We 
therefore  mike  our  earnest  appeal  to  the  Executive,  and 
ask  whether  it  is  not  time  to  interpose  the  paternal  author- 
ity of  the  Government,  and  abandon  the  policy  which  is 
beggariog  the  people  ? 

Amid  all  the  distress  of  our  condition,  we  have  been 
gratified  by  a  view  of  the  generous  and  forbearing  spirit 
which  has  almost  invariably  marked  the  conduct  of  the 
creditor  towards  the  debtor.  A  general  disposition  has 
been  manifostcd  to  indulge  the  debtor  with  ample  time  for 


the  arrangement  of  his  business  and  the  collection  of  his 
debts ;  and  we  would  respectfully  suggest  the  example  for 
the  imitation  of  the  Government  The  embarrassment  and 
distress  of  the  merchants  would  be  more  readily  relieved  by 
the  suspending  of  suits  upon  unpaid  bonds  until  a  future 
day,  when  the  wisdcm  of  Congress  may  grant  some  meas- 
ure of  relief. 

Feeling,  as  we  do,  that  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which 
requires  the  exercise  of  all  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the 
country  to  heal  the  wounds  which  have  been  inflicted  upon 
its  commerce  and  productive  industry,  we  would  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Executive  the  propriety 
of  calling  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  unprecedented  and  alarming  embarrassments  In  which 
we  are  involved.  The  members,  coming  directly  from 
their  constituents,  will  have  had  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing and  appreciating  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  exists ; 
and  we  are  convinced  that  their  collected  opinions  will  folly 
sustain  those  which  we  have  expressed,  and  their  testimony 
indicate  an  amount  of  suffering  of  which  we  cannot  believe 
that  you,  sir,  have  heretofore  been  aware. 

We  persuade  ourselves  that  the  representations  which 
we  have  given  of  the  actual  condition  of  our  affairs  will 
induce  you  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  the  policy  which  hatf 
been  recently  pursued ;  and  we  trust  to  your  intelligence 
for  such  a  change  of  measures  as  will  revive  the  hopes  and 
stimulate  the  energies  of  the  merchants  of  New  Yodc. 
ISAAC  8.  HONE, 
JAMES  W.  BRYAN, 
BENJAMIN  LODER, 
ALEX.  B.  McALPIN, 
JOHN  A.  UNDERWOOD. 
THOMAS  TILESTON, 
MEIGS  D.  BENJAMIN, 
ELISHA  LEWIS, 
SIMEON  DRAPER,  Jr. 
Washisotow,  Mai/  3,  1837, 

D. 

The  subscribers,  under  the  direction  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  respectfully  represent  to 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  much  difficulty 
will  arise  here  from  the  requisition,  which  they  understand 
has  been  made,  that  all  dues  to  the  Treasury  shall  be  paid 
in  specie. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payment  is  now  universal  iii 
this  city,  and  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the  amount  ne- 
cessary for  the  payment  of  custom-house  bonds.  If  the 
requisition  be  made,  there  is  no  course  \eh  to  the  merchants 
but  to  submit  to  a  suit,  and  its  upleasant  consequences. 

It  is  evident  that  specie  for  the  large  amounts  dally  fall- 
ing due  on  custom-house  bonds,  throughout  the  country, 
cannot  be  procured  on  any  terms.  The  refusal  of  specie 
for  bonds  is  not,  therefore,  in  the  least,  a  matter  of  choice ; 
the  payment  is  iittcriy  impossible. 

If,  then,  no  alteration  be  made  in  present  instructions, 
the  suits  now  just  commencing  will  eventually  extend  to 
the  commercial  community  throughout  the  country ;  inca- 
pacitating them  from  further  entries  or  importations,  and 
seriously  embarrassing  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  this  be  60,  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  time,  with 
regard  to  the  required  alterations;  sooner  or  later  they  will 
become  indispensable';  if  made  now,  much  distress  will  be 
prevented. 

Even  were  it  otherwise,  there  are,  it  appears  to  the 
chamber,  sufficient  reasons  why  specie  payments  should 
not  now  bo  required  by  the  Government.  It  is  a  matter 
of  notoriety  that  specie  payment  of  the  indemnity  lately  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  has  been  refused  to  the  claimants 
by  the  ag^ts  of  Government ;  and  further,  that  specie  pay- 
ment of  debenture  certificates  is  now  refused  at  the  cus- 
tom-house,  at  the  very  moment  when  specie  payment  is 
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demanded  for  bonds.  The  extreme  hardafaip  and  injustice 
of  the  demand  and  the  refusal,  at  the  same  moment,  cannot 
reijuire  comment. 

Under  these  circumstances,  they  cheerfully  request  such 
a  modification  of  the  requisitions  of  the  Government  as  may 
consist  with  justice  and  the  ability  of  the  community.  To 
this  purpose,  a  withdrawal  of  the  specie  instructions  recent- 
ly issued  to  the  collector  of  this  port,  leaving  him  and  the 
merchants  to  devise,  in  good  faith,  the  means  of  adjusting 
the  claims  of  the  Government  with  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity, would,  perhaps,  be  eiitirely  sufficient  A  course  like 
this  has  been  adopted  on  a  former  occasion,  and  seems  to 
be  the  only  one  now  practicable. 

WM.  STUPGIS. 
President  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
T»o..  W   Wal...  ?  y^    p^^^t,^ 
Rob  t  G.  Shaw.      5 
G.  M.  Thatcher,  Seeretan/. 

E. 
Nxw  Orlkaks  Chaxbxr  of  Commbrcb, 

New  Orleans,  May  26,  1837. 
fiiR:  Ihave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  enclosed,  a 
copy  of  the  procedings  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Orleans,  in  relation  to  the  deranged  condition  of  the 
currency,  and  the  impractibility  resulting  therefrom  to  con- 
form strictly  with  the.  requisitions  of  the  law  and  orders 
emanating  from  your  Department. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  said 
proceedings,  with  the  hope  that  some  measures  may  be  de- 
vised to  obviate  existing  difficulties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consideration  and 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  J.  PETERS, 

^President, 
To  the  Hon.  Skcretabt  or  the  Trbasvrt, 

of  the  United  States,  Washington  city. 

New  Orleavb  Cbavbxr  of  Comxbrck, 

Saturday,  May  20,  1837. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  chamber  held  this  day,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  with  only 
one  dissenting  voice : 

Whereas,  the  coj  lector  of  the  custom-house  of  this  dis- 
trict, in  virtue  of  instructions  from  Washington,  requires 
specie,  or  notes  of  specie -paying  banks  which  are  at  par, 
in  payment  of  all  duty  bonds :  and  whereas  it  is  well  known 
that  nearly  all  the  banks  of  this  city,  including  the  dcposite 
banks,  have  lately  suspended  specie  payments;  and  that 
the  notes  of  the  few  banks  which  have  continued  to  redeem 
their  circulation  in  specie  are  not  re-issue<l,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  obtained,  whilst  the  same  banks  refuse  to  pay 
their  depositee  in  specie  : 

In  consequence  of  which,  it  is  impossible  that  the  requi- 
sition of  the  collector  can  be  complied  with.  Therefore, 
be  it  resolved — 

Ist.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thia  chamber,  the  existing 
revenue  laws,  which  it  is  now  attempted  strictly  to  enforce, 
were  passed  by  (jongress  under  circumstances  very  essen- 
tially differing  from  those  which  at  present  prevail ;  and 
that  a  revison  of  the  same  by  Congress  has  become  indis- 
jiensable. 

2d.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  chamber,  it  is  highly 
expedient  that  Congress  should  be  called  at  as  early  a  period 
as  may  be  practicable,  with  a  view  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  currency  of  the  country,  and  the  revision  of  tlie 
revenue  laws,-  so  as  to  reconcile  them  with  the  present  state 
of  things,  and  to  render  them  susceptible  of  being  executed. 

8d.  That  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  in  gold  and  silver, 
under  exL^ting  circumstances,  is  utterly  iinpracticable ;  and 
if  the  collector  cannot  receive  in  payment  thereof  the  notes 
of  our  local  banks,  said  bonds  must  necessarily  remain  un- 


paid until  the  action  of  Congress  with  regard  to  the  sams 
be  ascertained-. 

4th.  That  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Govenmcat 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  custom-house  bonds  in  gold  and 
silver,  will  be  attended  with  serious  suffering  and  distiCN: 
inasmuch  as  the  sale  of  property  by  the  marshal  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statei  cannot  be  effected,  for  specie,  without  the  looit 
cruel  and  unnecessary  sacrifices* 

6th.  That  if  the  Government  persbts  in  the  collection  of 
duty  bonds  in  gold  and  silver,  when  the  same  is  not  to  be 
procured ;  and  in  the  event  oi  its  finding  attorneys  and  ju- 
rors willing  to  assist  in  rigorous  prosecutions,  it  is  the  opin- 
ion of  this  chamber  that  th^se  measures  may  gradually  lead 
the  country  into  scenes  of  disorder,  violence,  and  resistanee 
to  the  laws,  which  are  seriously  to  be  deprecated,  and  which 
the  Government  ought  to  avoid. 

6th.  That  the  President  of  this  chamber  he  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes :  as  tviuiess  my 

[sKAL.]         band  and  seal  of  the  chamber,  this  24ih  day 
of  May,  1837. 

GEO.   W.  WHITE,  Secretary, 

P.   1. 
Treasurt  Dxfartmemt,  May  21,  1837. 

Geittlembk:  Your  communication,  in  behalf  of  tha 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Boston,  concerning  the  paynieiit 
of  duties,  was  received  at  this  Department  to-day.  Tbougk 
without  date,  it  is  presumed  to  have  been  written  before  the 
receipt  in  your  city  of  the  proclajnation  of  the  President 
calling  a  special  and  early  session  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
circulars,  letters,  and  notices  of  this  Dc^partment,  receoti; 
published,  concerning  custom-house  bonds.  Copies  of 
these  are,  therefore,  annexed,  (numbered  1  to  7,)  and  to 
which  1  beg  leave  to  refer  for  several  explanations  on  soim 
of  the  topics  contained  in  your  memorial. 

In  addition  to  those  explanations,  but  few  other  remarks 
are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  put  the  Chamber  of  Con- 
merce  in  full  possession  of  the  views  of  the  undersigned,  in 
respect  to  your  request,  and,  it  is  hoped,  to  satisfy  yoa  that 
every  thing  has  been  done,  and  will  continue  to  be  dona 
here,  for  relief  to  the  merchants  in  the  present  distreenng 
emergency,  which  the  laws  sanction  and  my  limited  autho- 
rity permits. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  passed  by  the  first  Congrea  eon' 
vened  under  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  that  of  July  31st,  1789,  expressly  requiring  ail  duties 
to  be  <(  received  in  gold  and  silver  only,"  and  which  pro- 
vision has  been  virtually  continued  in  subsequent  lawi. 
The  circular  of  tbis  Department  from  wbnse  operation  you 
ask  to  be  exempted,  is  only  a  repetition  or  an  affirmance 
of  that  act,  except  it  contains  a  mitigation,  justified  by  a 
long  and  liberal  construction,  which  authorizes  an  equiva- 
lent for  specie  to  be  also  received. 

Under  that  construction,  anxious  as  tlie  Department  hat 
been,  and  still  is,  to  extend  every  indulgence  to  those  con- 
nected with  it,  which  is  not  inconsistent  with  law  and  pub- 
lic duty,  it  sanctioned  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks  instead  of  s|iecie  for  customs,  and  all  the 
drafts  or  checks  of  the  Treasury,  not  paid  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  holders  by  the  banks  on  which  they  are  drawn. 
Debenture  bonds  are  likewise  receivable  in  payment  of  do- 
\\es ;  and,  whenever  doubt  has  arisen  on  that  point,  ex- 
press instructions  have  been  given  to  take  them. 

Beyond  these  alleviations,  the  Department  has  yet  been 
unable  to  discover  any  legal  authority  which  it  posaesfei, 
or  is  able  to  delegate  to  others,  to  receive  substitutes  for 
the  specie,  which  is  imperatively  required  by  law  in  pay- 
ment of  duties.  On^  the  contrary,  by  a  reference  to  (he 
various  acl^  of  Congress  bearing  on  tbis  subject,  it  will  be 
manifest  that  if  the  Department,    under  the  influence  of 
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■ympathy,  nther  than  of  official  obltgmtiona,  should  allow 
any  thtog  not  equivalent  to  specie  to  be  received  for  duties, 
it  would  violate  the  letter  of  the  original  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  invariable  practice  under  it,  with  one  brief 
and  occasional  exception,  which  existed  only  in  certain 
sections  of  the  country,  about  twenty  years  since,  and 
commenced  duiing  invasion  and  war.  It  would  also  act 
in  conflict  with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  afterwards  passed  in  April,  1815,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  pieventing  any  longer  or  future 
deviation  from  the  act  of  1789. 

If ,  in  a  period  of  profound  peace,  and  in  many  respects 
of  great  prosperity,  the  President  and  the  undersigned,  as 
mere  executive  officers,  jealously  restricted  by  the  consti* 
totion  and  by  statutes,  should  proceed  to  dispense  with 
Ihese  lawsy  without  previous  permission  from  Congress,  it 
might  certainly  be  considered  one  of  those  unwarranted 
usurpations  of  power,  so  boldly  and  cogently  denounced 
by  our  forefathers;  and,  without  doubt,  we  should  next, 
and  on  similar  grounds,  be  requested  to  extend  a  like  in- 
dulgence to  all  debtors  of  the  Government,  whether  indi- 
viduals or  banks,  and  to  all  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  though  these  last  are  likewise  required  by  statute  to 
be  paid  for  in  "  specie,  or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  Sutes."  Any  such  disregard  of  those  im- 
perative requisitions  would  lead  to  other  consequences  al- 
most equally  alarming  and  deplorable,  as  it  would  amount 
to.  the  receipt  for  duties  of  what  was  less  valuable  to  the 
Gommniiity  and  to  the  Government  than  what  the  acU  of 
Congress  expressly  direct. 

^  In  this  way,  without  legal  authority,  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  would  further  be  injuriously  relinquished 
and  compromised,  by  virtually  allowing  a  diminution  of 
the  whole  tariff  of  duties,  and  all  the  incidental  beneato 
anticipated  from  it,  to  any  of  the  great  branches  of  indus- 
tiy  in  the  country,  quite  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  in 
value  between  specie  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  not  pay- 
ing specie.  The  many  millions  of  unavailable  paper 
which  would  probably  be  thus  placed  in  the  Treasury  for 
dntJM  and  other  debts,  it  would  be  difficult  to  compute ; 
as,  besides  the  twenty-six  or  seven  millions  now  due  from 
individuals  and  banks,  most,  if  not  all  of  the  future  rev- 
enue accruing  from  customs,  or  the  increased  sales  of  pul>- 
iic  land  in  consequence  of  such  a  system,  would  be  paid 
to  the  United  States  in  notes  of  the  same  depreciated  char- 
acter. It  deserves  consideration,  likewise,  what  could  le- 
gally be  done  wiih  such  funds  when  collected ;  as,  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1836,  the  Treasury 
is  expressly  forbidden  to  offer,  in  payment  of  any  claim 
whatever  against  the  United  Stotes,  <*any  bank  note  of 
an/  denomination,  unless  the  same  shall  be  payable,  and 
paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where 
iasoed,  and  which  shall  not  bo  equivalent  to  specie  at  the 
place  where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  up- 
on the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
lorn  to  him." 

How  great  would  be  the  loss  on  fauch  inedeemable  funds, 
and  who  ought  to  bear  it  when  they  are  received  contrary 
to  law,  and  how  destructive  such  measures  would  prove 
to  the  preservation  of  a  sound  constitutional  currency,  by 
iodirecUy  sanctioning,  as  they  would,  the  disuse  of  splcie 
for  it  here,  and  the  consequent  export  of  it  in  large  quan- 
tities to  forwgn  countries,  as  an  article  of  trade,  need  not 
be  dwelt  on  at  this  time.  It  is  moreover  manifest,  that 
all  each  collections  would  further  disable  the  Treasury 
from  paying  immediately,  in  the  manner  it  is  bound  by 
Uw  and  good  faith  to  do,  the  various  public  creditors ; 
some  of  whom  are  stated,  as  a  matter  of  complaint,  in 
yoor  raemorial,  not  to  be  able  now  to  obtain  specie  for 
their  dainis.  But  if  the  indemnity  certificates  and  de- 
bentures to  which  you  refer  have  not  all  been  paid  in 
specie  or  its  equi%'alent  to  the  merchants  or  other  holders, 


you  may  irest  assured  that  the  failure  to  do  it  has  not 
arisen  from  any  direction  to  that  effect  by  the  Treasury ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  express  orders  have  been  given 
to  meet  both  with  specie  when  demanded ;  and,  if  not  done, 
the  failure  has  occurred,  and  will  continue,  only  in  con- 
sequence of  the  regretted  omission  of  the  merchants  them- 
selves promptly  to  discharge  their  bonds  in  specie,  and  of 
a  like  omission  on  the  part  of  the  banks  (through  the  mis- 
fortunes or  advice  of  many  of  their  customers)  not  to  con- 
tinue to  discbarge  their  obligations  in  the  manner  provid- 
ed by  law  and  their  agreements  with  the  Treasury.'  One 
great  and  paramount  object,  therefore,  in  requiring  that 
the  public  dues  should  continue  to  be  paid  to  the  United 
Stetes  in  a  legsl  n^anner,  is,  to  enable  the  Department,  in 
this  emergency,  faithfully  and  promptly  to  pay  others  in 
that  manner,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  oveicome  any 
embarrassmenU  or  delays  to  its  own  creditors,  which  may 
have  happened  in  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  by 
those  on  whom  the  Government  is  immediately  dependent 
for  its  available  means.  You  justly  intimate  that  the  pub- 
lic paymente  ought  to  be  made  in  this  way  ;  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that,  in  all  cases  where  creditors  are  not  other- 
wise satisfied,  it  will  cheerfully  be  done  the  moment  the 
Treasury  is  enabled  to  accoinplish  it  by  a  compliance  with 
their  engagemente  on  the  part  of  those  indebted  to  the 
United  Stetes. 

If,  from  the  accidente  and  misfortunes  of  others^  in  any 
instences,  such  an  inability  as  you  describe  baa  occurred 
with  any  of  our  fiscal  depositories  or  custom-house  officers, 
and  any  reproach  should  inconsiderately  be  cast  on  the 
Government  for  this  inability,  which  has  been  caused  by 
otberB,  (though,  without  doubt,  unintentionally,)  you  may 
rest  satisfied  that  no  proper  effort  will  be  spared  here  to 
avoid  deserving  the  censure  of  .«  extreme  hardship  or  in- 
justice" on  this  account,  and  (by  strenuously  endeavoring 
to  do  to  others  all  which  it  asks  of  them)  to  discharge  every 
claim  against  the  Government,  in  sjiecie  or  its  equivalent, 
at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

In  connexion  with  this,  and  merely  in  justification  of 
the  Treasury,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  further,  that,  be- 
sides near  thirty  millions  elsewhere,  something  like  three 
quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  were  due  in  your  city  alone, 
from  merchants,  and  institutions  of  which  many  of  them 
are  members,  and  payable  to  the  United  Stetes  in  specie 
and  on  demand,  at  the  time  your  memorial  was  forwarded, 
setting  forth  the  omission  of  our  fiscal  agente  to  pay  in 
that  currency  some  small  demands  held  by  a  portion  of  the 
mercantile  community. 

This  Department  is  aware  that,  even  after  all  ite  forbear- 
ances and  mitigations,  some  embarrassmente  must  still  be 
undergone,  in  certain  cases,  by  nieana  of  incidentel  diffi- 
culties, and  the  strictness  of  the  lews  as  to  cash  duties, 
which  were  introduced  wholly  for  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
turers rather  than  of  the  finances.  But  it  cannot  concur  in 
the  opinion  that,  during  the  present  favorable  condition  of 
the  country,  in  respect  to  it*  large  amount  of  specie,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  obtein  sufficient  for  this  purpose ;  and, 
considering  that  all  which  is  paid  must  immediately  return 
again  into  active  circulation,  it  trusts  that  the  mercbante 
will  find  themselves  fully  indemnified  for  ihe  inconvenience 
and  limited  sacrifices  to  which  they  may  be  exposed  in  ob- 
taining the  small  sums  necessary  for  their  object  by  and 
after  the  liberal  indulgences  authorized  on  their  duty  bonda. 

Thus,  by  instructions  published  at  Boston  since  your 
letter  was  probably  written,  the  disagreeable  result  you  an- 
ticipate, to  wit:  **  ihut  there  is  no  course  left  to  the  mcr- 
chanU  but  to  submit  to  a  suit  and  its  unpleasant  conse- 
quences," need  rarely,  if  ever,  occur  in  cases  of  real  sol- 
vency ;  as  liberal  extensions  of  credit  have  been  permitted, 
under  proper  circumsUnces,  before  as  Well  as  after  suit, 
till  the  meeting  of  Congress ;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  an 
extraordinary  session  of  that  body  ha^  been  called  by  the 
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Presidenrt  at  the  earliMt  conTenient  day,  with  a  view, 
amongf  other  things,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  new  legis- 
lation to  yield  farther  relief  in  the  present  embarraasing 
poBtnre  of  affairs. 

With  these  explanations,  and  such  others  as  appear  in 
the  documents  before  referred  to,  and  which,  ere  this,  have 
probably  reached  your  city,  the  Department  cherishes  a 
hope  that  your  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  satisfied  that 
every  thing  of  an  alleviating  character  baa  already  been 
done,  in  respect  to  duty  bonds,  which  the  laws  sanction, 
and  the  public  interesta  justify  ;  that  all  proper  exertions 
have  been  made,  and  are  making  by  it,  to  preserve  the  same 
good  and  legal  fidelity  in  its  obligations  to  others  which  it 
requests  of  them ;  that,  if  not  saccessfal,  the  failure  will 
srrfse  from  the  misfortanes  or  neglect  of  others;  and  that, 
by  a  firm  perseverance  in  the  path  of  duty  on  this  subject, 
reciprocal  aid  will  be  conferred,  both  by  ^e  merchants  and 
the  Treasury,  to  preserve  a  sound  state  of  the  currency  for 
all  the  public  purposes,  and  gradually,  if  not  speedily,  re- 
store one  for  alt  the  necessary  transactions  of  life. 

This  Department  confides  so  much  in  the  intelligence, 
correct  principles,  and  patriotism  of  those  who,  thiough 
you,  have  addressed  it,  that  it  cannot  doubt  they  will  be 
solicitous  to  prevent,  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  embar- 
rassment, any  discredit  being  cast  on  the  character  and 
practical  workings  of  our  free  institutions. 

It  feels  satisfied  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  well 
as  the  whole  community,  must,  after  reflecting  on  such 
considerations,  become  quite  as  desirous  as  the  undersigiie-d 
for  a  mutual  and  vigorous  co-operation  to  uphold  the  ha- 
bitual opinions  and  practices  in  favor  of  the  inviolability  of 
the  constitution  and  laws,  which  are  fortunately  so  char- 
acteristic of  the  great  mass  of  the  population  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  Union. 

It  is  in  this  manner  only  that  the  Department  can  be  en- 
abled to  carry  on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Treasury  so 
as  to  maintain  the  public  faith  unimpaired  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  sustsiin,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  currency,  a 
sound  standard  of  value,  iu  the  true  spirit  of  the  cdnstUu- 
tion,  and  according  to  the  best  establbhed  principles  of  po- 
litical economy. 

Respoctfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

To  Wttif  AX  drunois,  President, 

G.  M.  TuvrcHKB,  See'y,  Bostoti  Chamber  Com, 

Y,  %, 
TuxASURT  DxPABTKBirT,  May  19,  1887. 

9ia:  This  Department  has,  with  much  surprise,  seen 
several  representations  in  the  daily  press  concerning  cer- 
tain declarations  made  by  you  at  a  recent  public  meeting 
in  New  York  city,  as  to  the  course  you  intended  to  pur- 
sue in  future  in  collecting  the  public  revenue. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  nature  of  these 
representations,  render  it  my  unpleasant  duly  to  call  your 
immediate  attention  to  them. 

Some  of  the  accounts  of  what  took  place  represent  you 
as  saying,  in  substance,  that,  as  the  orders  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  be  complied  with,  you,  on  your  own  responsi- 
bility, would  dispense  with  them ;  while  others  state  that 
you  understood  a  discretion  had  been  left  to  you  by  the 
Executive  on  this  subject;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  such 
discretion,  you  should  not  conform  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Department,  either  by  collecting  the  money  yourself, 
which  fell  doe  for  duties,  or  by  collecting  it  in  such  kind 
of  money  as  the  laws  require.  Other  representations  con- 
vey the  idea  that,  if  you  pumued  such  a  course,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  make  no  olijoction  to  it. 

Under  a  belief  that,  in  these  reports^  as  to  your  remarks 


and  determination  on  this  snlTJect,  some  unfortnnate  erron 
must  have  occurred,  or  that  you  must  have  imbibed  very 
incorrect  opinions  eonoerntng  the  views  entertained  by  Um 
Department,  it  becomes  proper,  on  the  present  oeeaaioD, 
to  repeat,  in  explicit  terms,  the  real  character  and  extent 
of  those  views. 

1 .  The  order  as  to  the  mode  of  e<dlecting  bonds  by  your- 
self, rather  than  through  the  banks,  and  in  specie  or  iti 
equivalent,  was,  in  the  last  respect,  in  accordance  with  the 
course  which  you  reported  to  this  Department  fbr  its  ap- 
proval on  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks.  The 
order  was  the  same  in  subsuince,  in  all  respeeta,  at  your 
port,  as  that  adopted  at  all  other  ports  in  the  United  States, 
where  no  banks  paid  specie  on  demand  for  their  notes,  end 
where,  in  that  event,  the  express  language  of  the  deposits 
act  of  June,  1836,  imperatively  required  their  discontinu- 
ance as  public  depositories;  and  other  laws  virlaally  fur- 
bid  the  receipt  of  their  notes  for  duties. 

2.  But,  in  the  wide-spread  calamity  which  had  recently 
fallen  on  the  commercial  world,  and,  through  it,  upon  tboM 
banking  institutions,  in  common  with  others  which  wen 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  it  vras  evident  that  our 
finances  must  become  embarrassed  through  the  previous 
embarrassments  of  others,  and  that  great  care  and  efiurts 
must  be  exercised  to  meet  faithfully  the  current  public  en- 
gagements. At  the  same  time,  it  was  desirable  that  every 
indulgence  and  forbearance  shoultl-  be  exereised,  and  were 
intended  by  the  President  and  this  Department  to  be  lib- 
erally exercised,  towards  the  public  debtors,  which  thoie 
engagements  would  permit. 

3.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  evils  which 
pressed  so  heavily  on  the  mereharata,  this  Department,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  President,  at  once  authorized  a  poet- 
ponement  to  be  granted,  in  all  suitable  cases,  of  the  ps/- 
ment  of  duty  bond.**,  as  well  before  as  after  suit :  and  sab- 
sequently  as  new  events  justified,  permitted  it  to  be  extern}- 
ed  till  a^  the  cowmeneement  of  tlie  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  Department  likewise  empowered  the  colleetonto 
receive  for  duties  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  in  favot  of 
the  public  creditors,  which  might  not  be  paid  in  specie  to 
the  holders  by  the  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn. 

Outstanding  debenture  bonds  are  also  receivable  in  the 
same  way ;  and,  to  afford  the  opportunity  to  procure  itill 
further  aid  and  relief,  if  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  by  Con- 
gress, that  body  has  been  specially  convened  I7  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  earliest  convenient  day. 

After  all  these  mitigating  measures,  neither  the  Prttt- 
dent  nor  this  Department  saw  any  further  indulgence  which 
could  be  given  consistent  with  the  acts  of  CongreBS,  and 
which  it  was  within  our  powers  to  bestow,  limited  ind 
regulated  as  those  powers  are  by  various  express  laws. 

It  wan,  and  still  is,  hoped  that  the  merchants  would,  till 
Congress  assembled,  cheerfully  incur  the  diminished  sacri- 
fices, in  respect  to  the  payment  of  some  ol  the  duties, 
which  their  liabilities  and  business  might  render  necessary ; 
and  that  the  officers  connected  with  the  customs  would  feel 
a  pride,  as  well  as  zeal,  in  encouraging  them  to  uphold  the 
laws  faithfully,  and  neither  countenance  nor  permit  any 
departures  from  them. 

The  Executive  possesses  no  authority  to  delegate  to  yon, 
nor  has  it  intended  to  delegate,  any  discretion  to  di^egard 
those  laws  in  any  particular,  or  to  act  contrary  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Department,  which  had  been  iwued  in 
conformity  to  them  ;  nor  can  it  sanction  the  exercise  of  any 
such  discretion  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officerv  of  the 
cuptome. 

It  would  seem  better  that  the  duties,  whether  due  on 
bonds  or  in  cash,  when  the  goods  are  entered,  and  which 
the  merchants  may  be  unable,  if  not  postponed,  to  pay  in 
aiiy  of  the  legal  modes  before  pointed  out,  till  the  earlf 
day  on  which  Congress  convenes,  should  go  entirely  an- 
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paid  from  iiiBbility  to  mMt  them  legmlly,  than  be  collected 
or  ilwcharged  io  •  manner  that  ia  not  aanetioned  either  by 
the  acts  of  Congreae  or  our  duty  to  the  Government. 

The  Department  ia  willing  to  make  liberal  allowancea 
Ux  acU  growing  oat  of  the  aympaihy  nalarally  felt  for  the 
embarraaementa  of  the  commercial  commanity,  and  the 
rtrong  deaire  to  contribute  to  their  relief;  hot  yon  muat  be 
■eaiible  that  the  newspaper  aeooants  which  have  already 
appeared  are  ealeulated  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Presi- 
dmi  and  tfaia  Department  are  disposed  to  overlook,  or  even 
to  approve,  the  vnaathorized  course  which  it  is  said  you 
propose  to  adopt ;  and  ii  ia  possible  that,  from  your  full 
knowjedge  of  the  ainoeiity  and  extent  of  the  anxious  desire 
ef  Ibe  President  and  of  this  Department  to  afford  relief, 
jou  may  have  entertained  the  impresnon  that  such  would 
betbecaee. 

It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  instantly  to  inform  you 
tbat  all  aoeh  impreassions  are  erroneous,  and  it  is  helped 
tbst  many  of  the  considerations  before  stated  will  have 
tocorfed  to  you ;  and  that,  under  their  influence,  you  will 
eoDtinae  Io  discharge  your  duties  in  the  manner  pointed 
Mt  in  the  acts  of  Congreas  and  the  instructions  of  this  De- 
partiMBt. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seerttary  oftht  TVeasury. 

S.  SwAKTwouT,  Esq.,  Collector y  New  York, 

F.  3. 

Naw  York,  August  28,  1837. 
Sia  :  The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  to  yon  the  following  repre- 
sntstions  upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  custom- 
bouse  bonds  becoming  due,  and  of  duties  upon  wool 
and  woollf^n  goods  now  lying  in  the  public  stores  in  this 
city. 

It  appears  that  there  were  custom-house  bonds  in  the 

buds  of  the  district  attorney,  payable  previously  to  the 

fiirt  of  this  month,  (August,)  for  '  «  -   $2,200,000 

And  St  CQitom-house,  payable  in  August,    -         706,600 

DittA  do.  September,      1,004,727 

Ditto  do.  October,    -         636,003 

Ditto  do.  November,         860,646 

DiUo  do.  December,  318,246 


$6,116,211 
Aad  duties  on  merchandise  not  entered,  now 
mpaUicitoieeatiaiatedat         -  -      2,000,000 


Total, 


^7,116,211 


This  port  being  the  recipient  of  morchandiae  deatined 
ix  the  consumption  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union,  the 
iiapoithig  merchants  here  assume,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
reBpoQiibiiity  of  paying  tbe  duties  to  Government ;  and  the 
biftory  of  the  past  may  well  attest  the  fidehty  with  which 
thit  responsibibility  has  been  diocbarged,  until  the  present 
tiaie,  when  the  general  condition  of  affain  has  been  so  es- 
ffa^y  changed. 

Afta  the  banks  of  the  Union  had  suapended  specie  pay- 
BMDii^  the  difficulty  of  paying  the  dues  to  Government  in 
legal  currency  became  insurmountable,  and,  at  the  in- 
\  ittBce  of  this  committee,  the  period  of  pay  moot  of  custom- 
haatt  bonds  waa  postponed  by  your  Department  until  the 
1st  of  October  next,  in  order  that  Congress,  which  would 
UtfD  he  assembled,  might  make  the  needful  taws  upon  ibis 
new  duipe  of  ihinga. 

The  mercantile  and  trading  interests  of  the  whole  coun- 
by  have  since  been  labeling  under  unparalleled  difficulties, 
js  that  vehanoaeaii  no  longer  be  placed  upon  leoeipts^ 


which  mainly  govern  the  regularity  of  payments,  by  all 
connected  with  commerce. 

Owing  to  the  entire  derangement  of  the  internal  ex- 
changes, and  to  the  absence  of  a  specie  standard,  funds, 
even  when  collected  at  various  points  of  the  Union,  are 
generally  unavailable  as  tbe  means  of  payment  here. 

.  The  banks  of  the  city,  with  a  laudable  desire  to  resume 
specie  paymenta  at  the  earliest  day,  must  adopt  a  system 
of  restriction,  and  therefore  withhold  facilities,  now  more 
needed  than  ever  fay  their  dealers,  whose  collections  in 
bank  chiefly  consist  of  payments  of  a  part  only  of  the 
amount  doe,  with  renewals  for  the  remainder  for  two, 
three,  and  four  months ;  and  at  the  end  of  those  periods^ 
similar  renewaU  are  repeated. 

This  total  derangement  of  all  the  means  of  carrying  on 
the  business  Af  the  country  throughout  its  various  sections^ 
has  rendered  the  collection  of  debts  impossible ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, the  vast  amount  due  for  goods  already  sold  in 
this  city,  on  which  a  large  portion  of  existing  duties  were 
levied,  remains  unpaid,  and  without  any  immediate  pros- 
pect of  liquidation.  Nor  can  sales  now  be  made  of  foreign 
merchandiae  on  hand ;  and  it  is  impracticable  to  convert 
goods  into  money,  as  well  from  the  inability  to  pay  on  the 
part  of  buyers,  as  from  the  unwillingness  to  sell  on  credit 
on  the  part  of  the  holders ;  and  .sales  by  auction  can  only 
be  made  at  ruinous  sacrifices. 

A  general  extension,  to  a  large  portion  of  their  debtors, 
has  also  been  granted,  for  a  period  of  twelve  months  and 
upwards,  by  the  importing  merchants  of  this  city ;  and 
there  is  now  due  from  other  places,  to  those  engaged  here 
in  the  importation  and  sale  of  foreign  merchandise,  a  much 
larger  amount  than  would  pay  off  all  debts  from  this  city 
to  the  Government  and  to  foreign  countries. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  means  of  the  importing 
merchants  is  thus  virtually  withdrawn  from  their  control, 
and  scattered  throughout  the  Union ;  whence  it  cannot  be 
collected,  in  any  available  manner,  in  the  present  state  of 
suspended  payments  by  banks  and  individuals,  of  derange- 
ment in  the  domestic  exchanges,  and  of  interruption  to 
business,  throughout  the  whole  country. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  importing  mercbanta 
have  no  altematiYe  left,  but  to  ask  the  Government  to 
apply  to  them  the  same  measure  of  relief  which  they  have 
granted  to  their  debtors,  by  extending  for  a  year  the  period 
of  payment  of  bonds,  and  of  other  ^ues  at  the  custom- 
house ;  at  which  time,  it  is  fully  believed  there  will  remain 
no  obstacle  to  a  punctual  discharge  of  all  such  indebtedness. 

The  like  remarks  apply  to  the  inability  of  the  importen 
of  wool  and  woollen  goods,  now  in  public  store,  to  pay 
duties;  which  will  amount,  according  to  the  above  esti- 
mate, to  two  millions  of  doUara.  The  Government  holda 
these  goods  in  its  own  keeping ;  therefore  the  revenue  is 
aecnre :  and  the  extension  of  one  year  beyond  tbe  time 
required  by  law  may,  with  entire  safety,  be  granted  to  the 
importers  for  entering  and  paying  the  duties  on  these  goods. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  respeetully  repvesent  the 
necessity  which,  under  the  circumstances  set  forth  herein, 
renders  it  expedient  that  Congress  should  Interfere,  at  a 
day  previous  to  tbe  let  of  October  next,  by  the  passage  of 
a  law  providing  for  the  postponement  of  the  collection  of 
such  bonds  at  tbe  custom-house  as  may  fall  due  prior  to 
the  1st  of  January  next,  with  the  assent  of  sureties,  and 
upon  interest;  allowing,  however,  the  option  of  earlier 
payment,  and  thus  stopping  interest:  and,  also,  to  extend, 
for  one  year,  the  respective  periods  wiUiin  which  goods 
subject,  upon  entry,  to  the  payment  of  dutiea  in  caah,  may 
be  retained  in  the  public  stores. 

In  tbe  hope  that  these  euggestions  may  meet  your  ap- 
proval, and,  in  that  case,  that  you  will  see  fit  to  recom* 
mend  the  passage  of  such  a  law,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  Congress,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  yoa  would 
feTor  wi  with  a  reply, 
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26th  Cove.  Ufc  Sxst.] 


Report  on  the  Finaneee. 


We  have  the  honor,  to  remain,  air,  reapeetfully,  your 
obedient  eerrants,  J.  BOOKMAN, 

JAMES  D.  P.  OGDEN, 
CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL. 
JAMES  BROWN. 
JAMBS  LEE, 
JAMES  6.  KING. 
GEORGE  GRI8W0LD. 
JOHN  B.  STEVENS, 
Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce^ 

of  the  city  of  New  York, 
To  the  Hon.  LfVi  Woodbvrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury,  Waahington. 


TbBASITBT  DlPABTMElTT, 


1837. 


Sir :  Having  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  .  it 

appears  that  you  are  authorized  to  receive,  in  behalf  of  that 
Slate,  the  amount  to  be  deposited  therewith,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  "to  regulate  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money,'*  approved  23d  June,  1836. 

That  amount  has  been  ascertained  to  be  dol- 

lars, Uie  quarterly  payment  of  which  will  be 

made  at  the  respective  banks  to  which  they  enclosed  trans- 
fer drafU,  amounting  in  all  to  ^  ,  are  directed, 
upon  your  executing  a  receipt  agreeably  to  the  enclosed 
form,  to  each  of  them,  for  the  sums  received  therefrom. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

P.  S.  It  may  be  useful,  in  the  present  embsrrassed  con- 
dition of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  country  and  of  the 
banks,  to  suggest  that,  for  reasons  growing  out  of  the  de- 
posite  act,  as  well  as  the  existing  liabilities  of  the  banks, 
and  the  obligations  required  from  the  States  to  the  Trea- 
sury, no  one  of  the  latter  is  required  to  accept,  on  the 
within  transfers,  any  kind  of  money  which  is  not  availsble 
and  at  par,  and  which  it  is  not  ready  to  account  for  in  the 
same  way  when  required. 

Should  any  of  the  banks,  therefore,  on  which  the  trans* 
fers  are  drawn,  fail  to  deposite  with  you  such  money,  they 
may  be  returned  to  this  Department,  with  a  statement  of 
the  hot,  in  order  that  the  case  may  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress at  its  approaching  session. 

Form  of  a  receipt  by  a  State, 
.  Whereas,  by  the  13th  section  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  entitled  «An  act  to  regulate  the  depos- 
ites of  the  public  money,"  approved  the  2dd  of  June,  1836, 
it  was  enacted  **  that  the  money  which  shall  be  in  the 
Trea$ury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  reeerving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  doUsrs,  shall  be 
deposited  with  such  of  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  representation  in  the  Senata  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  by  law  au- 
tboriae  their  treasurer,  or  the  competent  authorities,  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  on  the  terms  hereafter  specified ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such 
treasurer,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  cer- 
tificates of  deposito  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  aur 
thorities,  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary aforesaid.'' 

And  whereas,  the  Stata  of  has,  by  an  act 

of  iu  Legislature,  passed  on  the  day  of  . 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  .  authorised 

and  directed  the  of  the  said  State  to  receive  ita  pro- 

portional share  of  the  said  suiyilus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  on  deposito  with  the  said  State,  upon  the  terms 
speciSed  in  the  aaid  act  of  Congress : 

And  whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  parsuanee 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  XiegiaU- 


ture  of  the  State  of  ,  has  delivered  to  the 

thereof  the  sum  of  dollars  and 

cento,  the  same  being  the  first  instalment,  or  one-foartli 
part  of  the  ratable  proportion  of  the  said  State  in  the  sur- 
plus money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Janoarj, 
1837: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  said  sum  of  dollsn  and 

cento  has  been  deposited  by  the  Secretory  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  State  of  ,  and  that,  for  the 

safe-keeping  and  repayment  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  to  said  act  of  Congress,  the  State  of 
is  legally  bound,  and  ito  faith  ii  soleniDly 
pledged.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  sud  State, 
I  hereby  affix  my  signature  and  seal  in  testimony  of  the 
premises,  and  of  the  faith  of  the  said  State  to  pay  the  aid 
money  so  deposited,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  the  same  shall  bo  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purposes,  amd  iu  the  manner  and 
proportions  set  forth  and  described  in  the  said  redted  I3th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  and  by  a  requiniion 
or  notice  similar  in  form  to  that  hereto  annexed,  addreaa- 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  Governor  of  said  State. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  day  of  f  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
Attest: 

The  form  of  a  requisition  or  notice  for  repay  meat  wiU  U 
substantially  as  follows  .* 

TbSASVBT  DxPAmTXlVT, 

183  . 
To  the  State  of 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  paaed 
June  2dd,  1836,  and  an  act  of  said  State  passed  > 

certain  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  hav- 
ing been  deposited  with  the  State  aforesaid  for  safe-kee{AnK 
and  repayment,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  ef  said 
act,  said  State  is  hereby  notified  that  a  portion  of  aaid 
money,  viz.  the  sum  of  $  .is  required  to  be  re- 

paid to  tlie  United  Stotes  by  the  State  aforesaid,  for  the 
purposes  named  in  said  act,  and  in  conformity  with  ita  pro- 
visions. 

Secretary  of  the  TVttWury. 

Care  of  his  Excellency  y 

Governor  of  said  State- 
[The  Fepayment  of  the  said  sum  to  the  Treasowr  ot  di« 
United  States  will  be  in  one  of  the  following  modes,  wbidi 
this  Department  may  in  any  particular  case  prefer  and  di- 
rect, viz : 

1.  By  a  request  annexed  to  the  above  requisition  to 
place  the  same  to  the  credit  of  eaid  Treasurer  in  the  Bank 
of  ,  at  ,  on  or  before  the  ^ 
of  next,  and  to  toke  duplicate  reoeipto  tberrfor; 
one  of  which  receipto  sent  to  the  eaid  Treasurer  will  be  a 
sufficient  voucher  for  the  amount  of  said  repayment  on  the 
part  of  said  State. 

2.  Or,  by  a  request  written  by  said  Secretary  on  thi 
back  of  a  common  Treasury  warrant,  directed  to  the  State 
for  payment  by  aaid  Treasurer,  that  said  State  would  pay 
the  same ;  and  which  warrant,  with  a  receipt  of  payment 
thereon,  will  be  a  sufficient  voucher  as  aforesaid.] 

H.  1. 
Circular  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trtasurv  withregor^ 
to  the  receipt  and  transmission  by  mail  of  bank  noUi- 
TasASURT  DavAmTKBirT, 

S^tember  28,  1789. 
SrB :  In  consequence  of  arrangomento  latoly  taken  with 
the  Bank  of  North  America  and  the  Bank  of  New  Yoik* 
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R^ort  on  the  Finanea, 


[25th  Caire.  Ist  Ssis. 


for  the  aecommodation  of  Ibe  Government,  I  am  to  inform 
you  that  it  ia  my  desire  Uiat  the  notes  of  those  banks,  pay- 
able either  on  demand,  or  at  no  longer  period  than  thirty 
days  after  their  respective  dates,  should  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  duties,  as  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver ;  and 
that  they  will  be  received  from  you  as  such  by  the  Treasa- 
ler  of  the  United  States. 

This  meaaofe,  besides  die  immediate  accommodation  to 
which  it  has  reference,  will  facilitate  remittances  from  the 
several  States,  without  drawing  away  their  specie ;  an  ad* 
vantage,  in  every  view,  important. 

I  shall  ca  i<e  you  shortly  to  be  furnished  with  indications 
of  the  genuine  notes  as  will  serve  to  guard  you  against 
counterfeits,  and  shall  direct  the  manner  of  remitting  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  and  until  further  orders,  you  will  please 
to  receive  them^  transmitting  to  me  a  weekly  account  of 
your  receipts. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  probably  have 
occasion  to  draw  upon  you  for  part  of  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  Congress  from  your  State.  These 
drafts  you  will  also  receive  in  payment  of  the  duties,  or  in 
exchange  for  any  specie  arising  from  them  which  shall 
have  come  to  your  bands. 

r  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

OtHO  H.  WiuTANs,  Collector 

qf  Customs  for  the  port  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

H.  2. 

Extradfrom  a  report  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  of 

April  22,  1790,  with  regftrd  to  the  coUeciion  law. 

8ec.  30.  This  section  provides  for  the  receipt  of  the  du- 
ties in  gold  and  silver  coin  only.  The  Secretary  has  con- 
sidoed  this  provision  as  having  for  object  the  exclusion  of 
payments  in  the  paper  emissions  of  the  particular  States, 
and  the  securing  the  immediate  or  ultimate  collection  of 
the  duties  in  specie,  as  intended  to  prohibit  to  individuals 
the  right  of  paying  in  any  thing  except  gold  or  silver  coin, 
bat  not  to  hinder  the  Treasury  firom  making  such  arrange- 
ments as  its  exigencies,  the  speedy  command  of  the  public 
nourcesy  and  the  convenience  of  the  community,  might 
dictate;  those  arrangements  being  compatible  with  the 
eventual  receipt  of  the  duties  in  specie.  For  instance :  the 
Secretary  did  not  imagine  that  the  provision  ought  to  be  so 
understood  as  to  prevent,  if  necessary,  an  anticipation  of  the 
duties  by  Treasury  drafUi  receivable  at  the  several  custom- 
houses. And,  if  it  ought  not  to  be  understood  in  this 
•ense,  it  appeared  to  bim  that  the  principle  of  a  different 
construction  would  extend  to  the  permitting  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  of  public  banks  issued  on  a  specie  fund.  Unless 
it  can  be  supposed  that  the  exchanging  of  specie,  after  it 
has  been  received  for  bank  notes,  to  be  remitted  to  the 
Treasury,  is  also  interdicted,  it  seems  difficuU  to  conclude 
that  the  receipt  of  them,  in  the  first  instance,  is  forbidden. 

Such  were  the  reflections  of  the  Secretary  with  regard 
to  the  authority  to  permit  bank  notes  to  be  taken  in  pay- 
ment of  the  duties.  The  expediency  of  doing  it  a|if)e8red 
to  him  to  be  still  less  questionable.  The  extension  of  their 
circulation  by  the  measure  is  calculated  to  increase  both  the 
ability  and  the  inclination  of  the  banks  to  aid  the  Government. 
It  also  accelerates  the  command  of  the  product  of  the  reve- 
nues for  the  public  service,  and  it  facilitates  the  payment  of 
the  duties.  It  has  the  fimt  effect,  because  the  course  of 
business  occasions  the  notes  to  be  sent  beforehand  to  dis- 
imt  piaoes,  wnd  being  ready  on  the  spot,  either  for  pay- 
ment or  exchange,  the  first  post  after  the  duties  become 
payable,  or  arc  received,  conveys  them  to  the  Treasury. 
The  substitution  of  Treasury  drafts,  anticipating  the  duties, 
could  hardly  be  made  without  some  sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  the  pablic;  as  they  would  be  drawn  upon  time,  and 
upon  the  expectation  of  funds  to  be  collected,  and,  of 
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course,  contingent,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would  ob- 
tain a  ready  sale,  but  at  a  discount,  or  upon  long  credit. 
As  they  would  also  be  more  or  less  liable  to  accident, 
from^  the  failure  of  expected  payments,  there  would  be 
continually  a  degree  of  has&rd  to  public  credit.  And,  to 
other  considerations,  it  may  be  added,  that  the  practice  of 
anticipations  of  this  kind  is,  in  its  nature,  so  capable  of 
abuse,  as  to  render  it  an  ineligible  instrument  of  admin- 
istration in  ordinary  cases,  and  fit  only  for  times  of  necessity. 

If  the  idea  of  anticipation  should  be  excluded,  then  the 
relying  wholly  upon  Treasury  drafU  would  he  productive 
of  considerable  debiy.  The  knowledge  that  funds  were  in 
hand  must  precede  the  issuing  of  them ;  here  would,  of 
course,  be  some  loss  of  time.  And  as  the  moment  of  de- 
mand, created  by  the  course  of  business^,  would  frequently 
elapse,  there  would  as  frequently  be  a  further  loss  of  time 
in  waiting  for  a  new  demand.  In  such  intervals  the  pub- 
lic service  would  suffer,  the  specie  would  be  locked  up, 
and  circulation  checked.  Bank  notes  being  a  convenient 
species  of  money,  whatever  increases  their  circulation  in- 
creases the  quantity  of  current  money.  Hence,  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  is  doubly  promoted  by  their  aid ;  they  at 
once  add  to  the  quantity  of  medium,  and  serve  to  prevent 
the  stagnation  of  specie. 

The  tendency  of  the  measure  to  lessen  the  necessity  of 
drawing  specie  from  distant  places  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, results  from  the  foregoing  oonsideratioBs.  The 
slow  operation  of  Treasury  drafts  would  frequently  iavolne 
a  necessity  of  bringing  on  specie  to  answer  the  axigeaciep 
of  Government ;  the  avoiding  of  which  as  psuch  as  possi- 
ble, in  the  particular  situation  of  this  country,  need  not  be 
insisted  upon. 

I. 

TnsABURT  Dbfartxsht,  May  — ,  1837. 

Sift :  As  the  painful  information  has  reached  this  De- 
partment, through  the  public  press,  that  your  bank  has 
suspended  specie  payments,  the  object  of  this  letter  is  U> 
learn,  ofBcially,  if  that  fact  has  happened ;  and  to  receive 
such  explanations  concerning  the  reasons  for  it,  and  the 
future  course  of  your  business,  as  it  will  be  apparent  acp 
soimportsnt  for  this  Department  to  know,  under  the  exist- 
ing liabilities  and  relations  between  you  and  the  Government. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  deemed  proper  that  such 
indulgences  should  be  granted  by  this  Department  to  its 
former  fiscal  agents  as  they  may  request,  consistently  with 
the  laws  and  with  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury  ;  it  must 
be  apparent,  on  the  other  hand,  that  nothing  can  be  grant- 
ed which  is  likely  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  public  funds 
and  other  important  public  interests. 

The  imperative  provisions  of  the  act  of  June,  1896,  make 
it  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  discontinue  ordering  aipy 
further  sums  of  public  money  to  be  placed  with  the  deposit^ 
banks,  after  suspending  specie  payments.  And  hence  yon 
are  notified  that  no  more  can  be  thus  deposited  in  your  in- 
stitution, provided  such  a  failure  to  redeem  your  notes  has 
actually  occurred. 

It  is  also  made  my  duty  as  soon  as  practicable  to  select 
other  depositories,  and  place  with  them  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  your  possession,  as  well  as  the  accruing, 
revenue ;  but  the  Department  will  endeavor  to  draw  out 
the  funds  in  your  hands  by  warrants  and  transfers,  reason- 
able in  their  amount  and  in  the  periods  of  their  payment. 
Such  warrants  and  transiers,  it  is  trusted,  you  will  at  all 
limes  be  anxious  and  able  to  meet,  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned ;  not  only  with  a  view  to  fulfil  faithfully 
your  contract,  and  relieve  the  Treasury  and  its  creditors 
from  embarrassment  and  losHes,  but  to  exonerate  yourselves 
end  sureties  from  consequences  equally  injurious,  inevitable, 
and  unpleasant. 

I  trust,  further,  that  you  will  continue  to  regard  it  your 
duty,  while  any  public  money  remains  in  your  possession, 
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to  forward  regularly,  all  the  returns  and  atatemenla  which 
are  required  hy  your  agreement — the  mutual  advantftgea 
from  doing  which  cannot  fail  to  be  obvious. 

The  Department  will  also  feel  mnch  obliged  if  you  will 
furnish,  as  early  as  practicable,  repliea  to  the  two  following 
inquiries.  In  order  that  it  may  be  in  possession  of  snch  in- 
telligence from  you,  in  an  authentic  form,  aa  will  be  useful 
to  the  community  and  the  States,  and  very  material  for 
regulating  properly  the  future  measures  of  the  Treasury. 
Those  inquiries  are — 

1st.  Whether  you  expect  to  resume  specie  payments  soon, 
and  what  mode  you''proposc  to  take  fully  and  seasonably  to 
indemnify,  secure,  and  satisfy  the  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors  for  any  breach  of  your  agreement  and  bond  1 

2d.  Whether,  if  you  do  not  expect  to  resume  specie 
payments  soon,  any  particular  dme  for  it  hereafler  has  been 
yet  decided  on,  and  what  special  efforts  or  arrangements 
you  intend  to  make  for  that  very  important  object  1 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 

To  the  Cashibk  of  the Bank. 

K. 
List  of  deposite  banks  discontinued  under  the  deposite 

act  <f  JunCt  1886. 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 
Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Maine. 
Cumberland  Bank,  Portland,  Maine. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusta,  Maine. 
York  Bank,  Saco,  Maine. 

New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Commercial  Bank,  PorUmoulh,  New  Hampshire. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Piscataqua  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Merrimack  County  Bank,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 
Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Franklin  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Fulton  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Hancock  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Phoenix  Bank,  Charelstown,  Massachusetts. 
Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 
Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Vermont. 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut. 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany,  New  York. 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Bank  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Lafayette  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  New  Yoik,  N.  Y. 
Tradesmen's  Bank,  New  Yoik,  N.  Y. 
Dry  Dock  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Merehanu'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Union  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
National  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
MercbanU'  Exchange  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Brooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Troy  Bank,  Troy,  New  York. 
Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersrv. 
State  Bank,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 
State  Bank,  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey. 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Moyamensing  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


Merchants  and  Manufacturers'  Bank,  Pittsburg,  ?t. 

Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Brandy  wine,  Wilmington,  Del 

Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore,  Mar^flaml. 

Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Bank  of  Metropolis,  Dbtrict  of  Columbia. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Parmer's  Bank  of  Virginia,  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Bank  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  Carolint. 

Planters  and  Mechanica'  Bank,  Charleston,  South  CaioUna. 

Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 

Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

Union  Bank,  of  Louisiana,  and  branches.  New  Orleans,  Li. 

Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Planters' Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  branches,  Natchex,  Miis. 

Agricultural  Bank,  and  branches,  Natchez,  Mississippi 

Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  Nasbville,  Tennessee. 

Planters'  Bank  and  branches,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  branches,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Lexington,  and  brtnch  at 

Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Cbillicothe,  Ohio. 
Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Agency  of  Commercial  Bank,  at  bt  Louia,  Missouri. 
Bank  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Wooeter,  Ohio. 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Cleveland  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
Illinois  Bank,  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois. 
Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Detroit,  Michigau. 
*Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Michigan. 


List  of  present  deposite  banks  under  the  ad  of  Jxtnt^  1890- 

People's  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 

fBrooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus,  Georgia. 

Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Kentucky. 

Bank  ot  the  State  of  Missouri,  St.  Louis. 

M.  1. 

To  Colkctors  of  the  Customs, 
Tbkasurt  DKPAttTxxxT,  May  IJ,  1837. 
If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend  specie 
payments,  you  will  yourself  collect  and  keep  safely  in 
your  own  hands,  the  public  money  for  all  duties  stjoor 
port,  until  further  directions  are  g^iven  to  you  by  this  De^ 
paitment  how  to  deposite,  transfer,  or  pay  it.  Yon  matt, 
of  course,  continue  to  adhere  to  the  existing  laws  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  former  instructions  of  the  Treasury,  in  re- 
spect %  the  kind  of  money  receivable  fur  customs ;  and  by 
which  it  is  understood  to  be  your  duty  to  require  paymeflli 
to  be  made  in  specie,  or  the  notes  of  specie-paving  banks 
that  are  at  par.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  2. 
Cireuiar  to  Receivers  of  PuJfh'c  Moneys, 

Tbeiscrt  Depautmxxt  Afay  IS,  1837. 
If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend  sp ci« 
payments,  yon   will   keep  in  your  own  hands,  safelv,  ihf 
public  money  you  have  in  possrssioii,  or  may  hereafter  re- 

*  Discontinued  by  its  request,  before  the  suspeusion  of  specie  p»r- 
monts. 
t  Reftppofnte<1  wheu  rmuned  specit*  payments. 
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oeive,  till  farther  direetionc  are  given  to  you  by  this  De- 
putinent  how  to  deposite,  trauefer,  or  pay  it,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it. 

Yoo  will  report  to  this  Department,  weekly,  the  amount 
on  hand.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 

N. 

Ctreular  tnttntetiom  to  Colleeton  of  the  Customs  and 

Receivers  oj  PubUe  money, 

Tbbisvtbt  Dbpaktxxvt,  June  9,  18S7. 
8iB :  Bhoiild  all  the  banks  in  your  vicinity  selected  as 
dspositoriee  of  the  public  money  have  suspended  specie 
payments  at  any  time,  so  that  yon  can  no  longer  legally 
deposiie  in  them,  as  usual,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer, 
ill  public  moneys  received  by  you,  except  such  sums  as 
may  be  required  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  your  of- 
fice, the  payment  of  debenture  cirtilicates  by  collectors,  &c. 
in  other  words,  the  sums  you  would  formerly  have  placed 
in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
will,  under  the  present  arrangements,  be  placed  to  his 
credit,  in  a  separate  account,  on  the  books  of  your  ofllc^. 
They  will  be  drawn  for,  by  him,  in  the  fultowiog  manner, 
and  no  other : 

1st.  By  the  Treasurer's  draft  on  the  officer  having  funds 
to  his  credit  dif^cting  the  payment ;  which  draft  will  be  re- 
eorded  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  authenti- 
cate the  record  by  his  signature.  A  private  Utter  of  ad- 
vice will  be  transmitted  by  the  Treasurer  in  each  case. 

2d.  By  a  transfer  draft,  signed  as  above,  and  approved  by 
the  ftigoature  of  the  c3ecreiary  of  the  Treasuiy,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transferring  funds  to  some  other  point  if^here  they 
may  be  leqaired  for  the  service  of  the  Government. 

No  deduction  whatever  is  to  be  made  from  the  moneys 
placed  by  you  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  except  in  one 
of  these  two  modes,  until  they  can  be  lodged  by  you  with 
•ome  legal  depository. 

On  payment  of  any  draft,  the  party  to  whom  it  is  paid 
will  receipt  it.  You  will  note  on  it  the  day  of  psymeni, 
will  charge  it  on  the  same  day  to  the  Treasurer,  and  will 
transmit  it  to  him  with  the  return  of  his  account  in  which 
it  is  charged.  In  charging  these  payments,  it  will  be  proper 
to  enter  each  draft  separately,  and  to  state  the  number  and 
kind  of  draft,  whether  transfer,  or  on  Treasury,  War,  or 
Navy  warrants,  and  the  amount. 

It  is  also  necessary  that  the  Treasurer's  account  be  closed 

weekly,  with  the  conclusion  of  (Saturday's  business,  and 

t/anachpta  thereof  for wanled  in  duplicate— one  copy  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,   and  one  to  the   Treasurer. 

When  the  quarter  of  the  year  lerminstes  on  any  other  day 

of  the  week,  the  account  should  be  closed  on  the  last  day  of 

the  quarter— l«^ving  for  an  additional  return  the  transac- 

tiooe  ffom  that  time  to  the  close  of  the  week :  so  that 

nnth^r  the  receipts  nor  payments  of  different  quarters  be 

locJucled  in  one  return.     Punctuality  in  transmitting  the 

retom  is  indispensable. 

To  produce  uniformity  in  the  manner  of  making  the  re- 
InrDs  of  the  Treasurer'ii  account  a  form  is  herewith  trans- 
mitteO.  For  the  porpoM  of  binding,  it  is  requested  that 
tbry  be  Biade  on  pa|)er  of  nearly  the  same  size.  Your 
monthly  returns  must  be  rendered  to  the  De|>artment  as 
hcretof  >fe. 

When  the  public  money  shall  have  accumulated  in  your 

hands  to  an  amount  exceeding dollars,  you  can  make 

•  special  d-pocite  of  the  same,  in  your  name,  for  safo  keep- 
ing, in  the  nearest  bank  in  which  you  have  heretofore  de- 
Poeitedthe  public  money,  and  which  will  receive  the  same, 
to  be  held  by  it,  specially  subject  to  the  payment  of  checks 
^  dmfu  drawn  by  Uie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
the  ufficcr  by  whom  the  same  has  been  <lepo«iied. 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secrclary  of  the  Treoiury* 


Extract  from  Treamry  report ^  April  22rf,  1790,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

As  connected  with  the  difficulties  that  have  occurred 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  which  is  the  subject  of  this 
report,  the  Secretary  beg^  leave,  in  the  last  place,  to  men- 
tion the  want  of  an  officer  in  each  State,  or  other  consider- 
able subdivision  of  the  United  States,  having  the  general 
superintendence  of  all  tbe  officers  of  the  revenue  within 
such  State  or  such  division. 

Among  the  inconveniences  attending  it,  is  a  great  diffi- 
culty in  drawing  from  tbe  more  remote  ports  the  moneys 
which  are  there  collected.  As  the  course  of  business  crem- 
ates little  or  no  demand  at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  in 
its  vicinity,  for  drafts  upon  such  places,  negotiations,  in 
this  way  are  either  very  dilatory  or  impracticable ;  neither 
does  the  circulation  of  hank  paper,  from  the  same  cause, 
extend  to  them.  This  embarrassment  would  be  remedied 
by  having  one  person  in  each  State,  or  in  a  district  of  the 
United  States  of  convenient  extent,  charged  with  the  re- 
ceipt of  all  the  moneys  arising  within  it,  and  placed,  in 
point  of  rodklfince,  where  there  was  the  greatest  intercourse 
with  the  seat  of  Government.  This  would  greatly  fadlt- 
tate  negotiations  between  the  Treasury  and  distant  parts  of 
the  Union,  and  would  contribute  to  lessening  the  necessity 
of  the  transportation  of  specie. 

P. 
Statement  of  the  number  and  amount  of  warrants  drawn 
on  the  United  States  Bank  and  branches,  and  the  other 
banks,  which  were  depositories  of  the  pubUe  moneys, 
during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1834. 


EASTERN  STATES. 

Place. 

No.  of  war- 
ranis. 

Amount. 

Portland     - 

. 

76 

1^142,020  00 

Porumouth 

. 

48 

145,752  00 

Boston 

- 

296 

2,610,636  00 

Salem 

- 

16 

56,960  00 

Providence  - 

. 

30 

86,635  00 

Newport     - 

. 

15 

16,724  00 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island 

U 

43.372  00 

Hartford     - 

. 

14 

129,499  00 

Middletown,  Connecticut     - 

10 

2,215  00 

New  Haven 

• 

43 

64,828  00 

Burlington  - 

" 

41 

78,885  00 

603 

3,337,026  00 

New  London 

- 

- 

- 

Bath 

- 

— 

•" 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

New  York  - 

874 

$6,275,628  00 

Utica 

18 

8,278  00 

Buffiilo       - 

21 

9,490  00 

Philadelphia 

438 

5,156,461  00 

Harriaburg 

1 

8  00 

Pittsburg    - 

76 

88,978  00 

Baltimore    - 

237 

689,828  00 

Washington 

1,468 

4,163,681  00 

Georgetown 

I 

60,000  00 

Alexandria  - 

10 

2,041  00 

8,129 

ie,458,848  00 

Albany 

- 

- 

- 

NewcasUe  - 
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SOUTHERN 

STATES. 

Richmond  - 

. 

75 

$196,358  00 

Norfolk      - 

. 

111 

696,744  00 

Petewbnrg  - 

- 

4 

11,104  00 

Peyetteville,  North  Carolina 

44 

71,766  00 

Cbarleeton,  8oath  Carolina  - 

153 

344,378  00 

Savannah   - 

. 

63 

164,370  00 

Augusta     • 

' 

10 

4,183  00 

459 

1,488,793  00 

Frederickaburg 

. 

- 

- 

Lynchburg 

* 

"" 

"■ 

SOUTHWESTERN  STATES. 


Mobile 
New  Orleana 

Natcbei      - 
NaibTille    - 

138 

193 

53 

53 

$540,174  00 
988,551  00 
151,633  00 
115,931  00 

Oohimbua,  Miaaiaaippi 

435 

1,796,389  00 

WESTERN  STATES. 


St.  Louia    - 

HI 

1543,291  00 

Louiaville   - 

- 

- 

47 

211,248  00 

Lexington  - 

- 

- 

13 

84,413  00 

Cincinnati  - 

- 

- 

96 

63«,9Tl  00 

Detroit 

116 

634,409  00 

• 

883 

1,893,382  00 

SUMMARY. 


Eastern  States 

603 

$3,377,026  00 

Middle  States 

8,139 

16,468,343  00 

Southern  States       - 

459 

1,488,792  00 

Southwestern  States 

435 

1,796,289  00 

Western  Sutes 

383 

1,893,332  00 

4,999 

35,008,282  00 

Average  about  $6,000  for  each  warrant. 

Not  I  per  each  day  in  each  Sute. 

Not  1  per  each  week  in  some  States. 

About  4  each  day  in  Waahinaton  dtj. 

About  3  eadi  day  in  Ne«r  York. 

Not  oTor  1  each  day  elsewhere  in  any  cass. 


Cmnparaiive  condition  ofdepoaite  banks  in  certain  particular  in  November,  1836,  and  in  March,  Itay^Jufy,  and 

August,  1837. 


1st  Not.,  1836. 

1st  Mar.,  1837. 

1st  May,  1837. 

1st  July,  1837. 

l5thAoc..l897. 

IMMEDIATE  MEANS. 

Specie       -            -            -            - 
Notes  of  other  banks 
Due  from  other  banks 

$15,530,303 
16,413,334 
36,663,669 

$15,313,893 
17,671,447 
35,399,056 

$13,331,610 
11,484,769 
33,536,351 

$11,439,013 
10,333,914 
33,430,637 

$10,680,413 
9,546,429 
34,683,001 

58,595,195 

56,383,395 

47,343,730 

44,193,553 

44,808,848 

IMMEDIATE  LIABILITIES. 

Circulation            .            -            - 
Due  to  banka        ... 
^    .  -)  Treasurer  of  the  U.  States  - 
|-|  C  Public  officers 
S  B  3  Private  depositee    - 

41,483,897 
34,083,161 
45,059,539 
4,318,446 
36,573,479 

44,837,595 
36,358,413 
38,960,394 
5,350,454 
39,957,439 

37,617,795 
34,590,345 
36,863,006 
5,364,0.'i3 
30,775,438 

31,779,874 
33,666,746 
31,039,336 
5,131,444 
30,113,970 

32,626,004 
26,083,891 
12.944,666 
4,574,016 
39,492,118 

141,517,633 

145,354,184 

135,109,536 

111,719,359 

104,730,750 

AlldiacounU 

- 

171,387,064 

154,337,993 

139,718,833 

180,697,162 

Condition  of  the  deposite  banka  on  or  about  June  15,  1837,  in  different  eeethna  of  the  touniry. 


REGION  IN  WHICH  SITUATED. 

Specie. 

Notes  of 
otherb*nkfl. 

Dae  by 

other  b'nks. 

Due  to 

otherb'nhs. 

Private 
depoaiiea. 

Public 

offioera. 

Treaainer 

of  the  U.S. 

CireuU- 
ikm. 

NewYoSc 

N.  Jerasr,  Penn.,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Diet  Col. 
yirzinia;  N.  Carolina,  South  Carolina.  Georgia 
Alabama,  Mteiaippi,  Louteiaiia,  and  Tennesiee 
Other  Weetem  Staiea,  including  Michigan       • 

•672,816 
1,772,610 

2^8,i^ 
1,168,022 
4,174,977 

•1,085,811 

3,301,836 

1,393,242 

8*2,560 

554,149 

1,734,815 

•1,649,298 
9,206,289 
1,977,216 
1,160,059 
3,604,912 
6,830,175 

5,675,864 
3,368,293 

•2/)43,2U 

10,765,871 
2,487,014 
4,449,964 
4j5gOJ5aO 
2,733,988 

7,282,644 

10,601,936 

8,892,463 

28,327,979 

a9,387',784 

a7,000,6«l 

5,837,013 

84,571.787 

9MM.W 

APPENDIX— 7\?  Galet  8f  Seaton't  Regiiter. 


37 


Report  on  the  Finances. 


[36th  OoK».  Itt  Sist. 


7reatiirer'«  weMjf  statement,  showing  the  amount  at  his  credit  in  the  various  banks  of  public  deposite  and  the  mini, 
Inf  the  returns  received  to  Monday  f  Auguet  38,  1837,  the  amount  for  which  drafts  and  warrants  have  been  iesuai 
■and  were  then  unpaid,  and  the  amount  them  remaining  subject  to  his  draft. 


Warrants  hereto- 

Subject 10  draft, 

8K0or6ttk 

In  wfatt  baiUlS. 

Oiide)Milte,.byUsi 

fore  drawn,  but 

exclusive  of  uans- 

moras. 

returns. 

not  yet  paid  OuAigh 
payable. 

fen,  not  entered 
br  banks. 

Aq^    19 

Muae  Bank,  Portland,  Maine,    • 

#54,345  88 

$85,689  58 

#18,605  76 

19 

Camberiand  Bank,  du.    do.       «^ 

38,859  15 

15,260  00 

6,609  15 

19 

People's  Bank,  Bangor,   do.        -            - 

30,587  97 

8,000  00 

13,637  97 

19 

York  Bank,  Saco,            do.       - 

83  43 

82  43 

19 

New  Hampshire  Bank,  PortimottUi,  N.  Hampshire 

7,848  64 

7,848  54 

19 

Commercial  Bank,              do.                    do. 

38,777  81 

30  90 

38,767  81 

19 

Portamouth  Bank,               do.                    do. 

8,814  50 

8,814  60 

14 

Pisektaqna  Bank,                do.                    do. 

33,578  46 

10,148  96 

13,439  60 

81 

Merrimack  County  Bank,  Concoi^            do.       - 

33,783  00 

8,909  00 

16,533  00 

19 

Mechanica'  Bank,                    do.                do. 

33,37^  00 

9,700  00 

19,575  00 

19 

Merebants^  Bank,  Boeton,  Maaaaehufetts, 

31,839  75 

31,880  75 

19 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do.            do. 

34,930  98 

18,386  97 

6,684  01 

loir     8 

FrankUn  Baidt,            do.            do. 

16,800  00 

-'• 

16,800  00 

Aug.     19 

Fulton  Bank,                do.            do. 

17,786  67 

17,786  67 

19 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,     ... 

86  49 

85  49 

6 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Vermont,     - 

508  15 

508  15 

19 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine, 

18,818  98 

16,150  00 

J8,168  08 

38 

140,541  63 

. 

140,541  63 

13 

13,784  li 

8,390  00 

4,394  11 

31 

Mechanics*  Bank,  New  Haven,   do. 

18,845  07 

14,980  00 

8,915  07 

19 

Areade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Mand,  - 

1,616  35 

1,616  35 

19 

Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  R.  Island,  - 

8,816  81 

801  65 

8,515  38 

19 

Mechanic^*'  and  Farmers' Bank,  Albany,  N.  York, 

21,084  88 

31,034  88 

21 

326,880  92 

187,699  97 

89,180  95 

19 

Bank  of  AmeHca,                do.                      do.     - 

429,037  16 

317,144  45 

311,888  11 

31 

Mechanica' Bank,               do.                     do.    - 

355,044  83 

378^886  66 

13 

Lafayette  Bank,                  do.                     do.    - 

89,000  00 

50,000  eo 

31 

Phoenix  Bank,                     do.                      do.     - 

6,438  08 

8,438  08 

36 

Tradesmen's  Bank,             do.                      do.     - 

31,000  00 

6»000  00 

16y000  00 

18 

Dry  Dock  Company,           do.                      do.     - 

40,000  00 

20,000  00 

30,000  00 

19 

Merchant's  Bank,                do.                      do.     - 

62,600  00 

•2,817  17 

10,183  88 

19 

Union  Bank,                       do.                     do*     - 

52,758  93 

86,080  00 

16,738  98 

19 

National  Bank,                   do.                      do*     - 

21,994  12 

1,600  00 

30,494  13 

19 

Merchant*'  Exchange  Bank,                         do.     - 

15,000  00 

16,000  00 

13 

Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn,                         do.     • 

94,616  85 

5,040  00 

89,576  ^6 

May     30 

Commercial  Bank  at  Buffalo,                        da     - 

99,613  76 

87,775  88 

^1,837  88 

Aog.    19 

Troy  Bank  at  Troy,  New  York,  -            -            - 

20  00 

20  00 

19 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Je»ey, 

24,756  60 

24,756  00 

50 

19 

State  Bank  at  Newark,                 do 

50,750  42 

26,044  00 

24,706  43 

16 

State  bank  at  Elicabeth,                do 

20,000  00 

16,796  00 

3,204  00 

19 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 

249,924  85 

169,866  98 

90,057  87 

19 

Moyaroensing  Bank,  do               do         -            - 

5,521  67 

- 

5,521  i^ 

July     31 

Bank  of  Delaware,  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,     - 

2,906  67 

2,906  67 

Aug.     19 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  BalUmore,  Maryland,  - 

219,293  06 

86,336  28 

182,946  78 

36 

FrankUn  Bank,                        do                do 

60,916  19 

42,280  03 

18,670  16 

38 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis  District  of  Columbia, 

2,462  83 

2,163  79 

9  04 

36 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia,  - 

72,426  98 

231   60 

72,196  48 

19 

Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,     - 

174,905  76 

11,665  36 

163,340  40 

31 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  do 

148,467  35 

46,179  03 

102.288  83 

Inly     39 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Winchettter,  do 

7,336  88 

7,336  88 

Aug.     19 

Bank  of  the  State  of  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  0.  - 

146,030  12 

69,610  00 

.86,420  13 

19 

Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Cbarleeton,  8.  C.  - 

50,646  78 

^,404  74 

242  t»4 

81 

Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  South  Carolina  - 

60,943  28 

61,737  12 

19 

Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Georgia,     - 

130,065  17 

75,396  65 

H669  53 

13 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia,          -            -            - 

37,169  52 

37,169  52 

* 

13 

Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus  at  Columbus,  Ga.  - 

6,035  00 

5,035  00 

12 

Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama, 

1,030,856  26' 

213,932  59 

806,933  67 

July     22 

Union  Bank  of  Lousiana  and  Branches,  N.  0.  La. 

686,066  05 

.')4,995  16 

531,070  89 

Angiut  6 

Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

863,956  98 

234,178  46 

689,778  53 

July      81 

Planters'  B'k  of  Miss,  and  br'ches,  Natchet,  Miss. 

896,308  67 

37.716  08 

857,593  59 

AQgOBt    5 

Agricultural  Bank  and  branches  Natchea^  Miss.  - 

849,065  04 

179,596  00 

•7ak4?a  04 

38 
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Report  an  the  Fitiauees. 


STATEMENT  R— Continoed. 


DfttaoflA&k 

la  what  Banki. 

On  deposits,  by  Ust 

Wurants  hereto- 
lore  drawn,  but  not 

?i£te.isis 

ratunis. 

rsuins. 

yet  paid  though 
pajable. 

Aug.     IS 

Union  Bank  of  TennewM,  Nashville,      - 

242,686  61 

213,897  95 

28,987  61 

12 

Planters'  Bank  and  branches,  Nashville,  Tenn.    - 

271,630  87 

223,459  34 

48,171  63 

19 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  branches,  Louisville,  Ky.  - 

601,112  17 

69,161  26 

681,960  91 

19 

Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Kentiusky, 
Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Loaisville,  Kentucky 

86.463  34 

6,750  00 

78,718  84 

19 

106,231  46 

. 

106,231  4A 

19 

Do.                  do        Lexington,        do    - 

61,439  82 

60,000  00 

19 

Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 

419  73 

389  73 

30  00 

19 

Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 

63,631  83 

16,110  27 

86,521  fi6 

19 

Bank  of  ChiUicothe,  Ohio, 

198,882  00 

142,600  00 

66,888  00 

19 

Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

403,103  18 

33,000  00 

870,103  18 

19 

Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

847,941  64 

44.690  07 

308,361  47 

6 

Agency  of  do.  at  St.  Louis,  Misiouri, 

689,827  63 

267,204  10 

332,128  58 

19 

Bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio,              ... 

44,221  05 

27,250  00 

16,971  05 

19 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland,  Ohio- 

60,682  76 

~ 

60,682  75 

21 

Bank  of  Cleveland,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

20,097  42 

18,211  62 

6,885  90 

12 

11,767  97 

680  98 

11,  m  OS 

19 

Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana  at  Madison  f  nd.  - 

139,376  87 

. 

180,376  87 

19 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  New  Albany,  Indiana,  - 

249,202  33 

. 

249^302  88 

12 

Branch  of  State  Bank,  at  Lawrenoebnrg,    do 

322,793  46 

684  08 

822,159  88 

19 

Branch  of  Sute  Bank  at  Richmond,  Indiana, 

80,000  00 

. 

20,000  00 

6 

Illinois  Bank  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois,    - 

89,795  90 

870  60 

38,825  80 

12 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan,     - 

621,993  22 

204,635  00 

417,458  M 

19 

Farmera  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Detroit,  Michi.  - 

876,067  62 

44,710  00 

331,847  68 

86 

Mint  to  procure  metal  for  coining. 

886,876  00 

2,000  00 

833,876  00 

$13,263,916  82 

$3,877,468   19 

*$9,420,644  04 

*  In  consequence  of  outstanding  transfer  drafts  between  banks  not  yet  entered  upon  those  returns,  there  is  a  diftr- 
ence  between  this  sum  and  the  true  amount,  which  is  $9,332,068  18.  Deducting  Uie  amount  of  Sute  transfera  for  the 
third  instalment  issued  in  favor  of  the  States  and  unpaid^  which  is  $1,166,676  28,  there  remains  in  the  hanks,  subject 
to  draft,  the  sum  of  $8,166,492  86. 

TmsAairmBB'a  Omcs»  Augtut  80,  1837.  JOHN  OAMPBELL 


Tbsasvbt  DxrARTxairT, 

Aray24,  1837. 
To  the  Pbbsisskt  of  the  United  Statet: 

Sib:  In  consequence  of  the  recent  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  most  of  the  banks  in  which  the  disbursing  of- 
ficers of  the  Government  made  their  depositee  of  public 
money,  the  undersigned  has  deemed  it  proper  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  effect  of  that  meas- 
ure upon  those  depositee;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
aubmits  the  following  recommendstions  to  the  President : 

1st.  That  all  those  officers  he  instructed,  by  the  several 
departmento  to  which  they  belong,  to  make  their  subse- 
quent depoeites  in  those  banks  only  which  pay  specie,  if 
such  can  oonveniently  be  resorted  to  for  that  purpose. 

2d.  That  in  the  event  of  their  being  noni  such,  they  are 
to  be  instructed  to  deposite  in  those  banks  which  are  willing 
to  give,  and  do  give,  such  written  obligation  as  the  nearest 
district  attorney  of  ihe  United  States  msy  deem  sufficient 
and  safe  to  secure  the  return  of  the  deposites  punctually, 
when  wanted,  in  such  kind  of  money  as  was  placed  in  said 
banks;  and 

3d.  That  the  existing  deposites  of  those  officers,  when- 
ever not  now  in  such  banks,  and  not  soon  exf^ended,  be 
withdrawn,  and  placed  within  them  as  fares  practicable. 
Reepertfuily,  yonrs, 

LEVI  WOODBUHt, 
^eretary  of  the  Treatury, 

Approved :  M.  Vav  Bvbkk,  Preeident, 

Let  B  copy  of  tba  above  be  sent  to  each  department. 
M.  VAN  BUR£N»  Pruidcnt. 


T. 
Circular  to  cdUetore  qfOf  euttonu  and  rscs/vsrs  ofpiMk  niffuyt. 
TaaASimT  DgiPAancsiiT,  Mdjf  17,  ItBf. 

Sxa :  Tou  wilt  receive,  enclneed,  the  blnnk  form  In  which  th«  Tm- 
sorer  of  the  United  Suites  will,  hereafur,  issue  bis  draAs,  in  eoDveoiett 
sums  for  payments  to  the  creditors  of  the  Oovemmeot,  and  U  » 
vances  madA,  In  punuance  of  law,  to  disbursing  olBcen,  wiih  iM 
signatures  of  the  Treesurer  and  Reglsier  written  on  lis  <kce,  fiv  lonr* 
mat  ton  as  to  their  hand  writing.  , 

The  warrams  on  which  these  drads  may  t>e  Issued  wlU  be  retaloed 
in  the  poMesslon  of  the  Trsiisurer;  and  the  drafts  will  he  directed  for 
payment,  either  to  a  eaahiar  of  a  hank,  a  collector  of  the  cnatomii  <* 
a  receiver  uf  public  moneys,  as  the  convenience  of  the  service  t»7 
require.  For  greater  safety,  notice  will  be  given  by  the  Tretforer  to 
the  bank,  culiector,  or  receiver,  on  whom  they  shall  be  dram),  milog 
the  date,  number,  and  amount  or  each  draft  drmwnon  them  tttpealyeij, 
and  alio  the  nnine  of  the  penon  or  persona  In  whose  iavor  uiey  iwua. 

If  the  drafts  on  the  banks  be  not  seasonably  discharged  on  ynfttTA- 
ment,  thec<illeetors  and  receivers  an*  requeaied  to  redeem  then  by  rs- 
ceivins  them  in  payment  fnr  duties  or  public  lands,  iKuvlUed  ih«i  be- 
fore they  shitll  be  received  by  any  such  roUector  or  receiver,  a  cenm- 
caie  that  they  have  been  pr^tp^rly  piesented  to  the  liank,and  n**  r*"i 
shall  be  furnished.  This  certlficaie  will  he  civen  on  the  i«ck  oTihm 
by  the  cashier  of  the  Iwnk  on  which  they  are  drawn ;  or,  on  his  mi)- 
ure  to  give  such  certificate,  or  his  sirnature  not  being  kn<>wn  or  wri* 
fied  to  the  collector  and  the  receiver,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Cnitra 
States,  on  a  return  ofthe  checks  to  him,  anil  his  tieing  convinced,  lt 
any  evidence,  that  the  hank  declines  to  pay  them  In  a  manner  Mt:** 
factory  tn  the  hoMer,  will  himself  make  a  certiftcate  thereon,  vucH 
will  JiMRify  the  aliove-nanied  olBcem  In  taking  ihem  «p  In  the  msAOir 
bef  ire  described. 

The  drafts  so  received  by  you  will  Immediately  be  cancell«flbyi 
emss  with  Ink.on  theii  fiice,and  a  hulH  cut  thmufrh  th«i  centre  of  tbeir. 
Retaining  a  schedule  o(  the  numliers  aad  lunount  of  eaih,  you  will 
I  hen  transmit  them,  weekly,  to  the  TreMeurc^r  cf  theUniiMSiat«^; 
and  th"  officers  liy  whom  they  were  taken  up  will,  on  their  ret'.eift  i<j 
the  Treiisurer,  obtain  credits  in  their  accounts  wiin  the  UaUed  Sirim 
f  <r  the  amount  uf  such  a*  ure  c^rrnrt.    T>  \i  will  alio  n  turn  tohioii 

~    "  aBduf 


weekly,  h  statement  of  the  grties  amuum  of  checks  taken  up,  i 
" "       1«  anuiunt  of  money  ou  hand. 

banks  on  whl  h  these  chscks  art*  drawn,  if  paying  them.  viU 


the  enas  anuiunt  of  money  ou  hand. 

The  banks  on  whl  h  these  chscks  art*  drawn,  if  paying  l 
be  expected  to  act  in  a  similar  maimsr  as  to  cancelllug  and  retursing 


them  weekly  to  the  Treasorpr. 

LET!  WOODBDEY,  Ascretary  ^the  TVeownr 
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Mifori  on  ihe  Fmontu. 


[S5th  Coso.  Ut  Sssf. 


Thxahcrt  Ds^ARTMEirT,  July  %  1887. 

8im :  B«pUe8  haviu^,  in  most  cases,  been  received  to  my 
ctnailar^  addreased  in  May  last  to  the  cashkrs  of  those  de- 
poiito  baaks  which  had  aua()ended  specie  payments^  I  now 
propose  to  submit  a  few  remarks  to  yoor  consideration, 
growing  out  of  those  replies,  and  out  df  events  which  have 
•iiice  timnspired  ia  coanexion  with  your  relations  to  the 
Traasory  Department. 

1.  It  a£fords  me  much  gratification  to  find,  so  far  as  re* 
gards  the  inquiry  concerning  payment  and  security,  a  great 
willingneaa  expressed  to  make  the  United  Stales  amply 
■afe  for  the  eventual  payment  of  all  that  is  due,  aiid  a  strong 
conviction  ei^^ertained  by  the  banks  that  bo  loss  will  be 
oJiimately  sustained  by  the  Government.  But,  whenever 
reasonable  doubts  on  this  subject  have  arisen  with  the  De* 
pvtmanty  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  additional  se- 
caiity,  or  to  withdraw  the  public  funds  more  rapidly,  if 
possibiea  than  was  otherwise  intended.  And  a  part  of  the 
object  of  this  commuoicatton  is  to  apprize  you  that  such 
mil  be  the  course  which  a  sense  of  duty  must  require  me 
to  coptinae  to  pursue  in  regard  to  any  bank,  whose  condi- 
tion may  appear  doubtful,  while  the  relation  of  debtor  and 
creditor  exists  between  it  and  the  Treasury. 

2.  Another  portion  of  th^t  circular  communicated  In- 
fonnatioa  concerning  the  lenient  mode  which,  under  the 
SBvefe  losses  experienced  by  many  of  the  banks  from  mer- 
cantile failures,  find  under  the  embarrassments  to  others^ 
caosed  by  panic  and  want  of  confidence,  was  contemplated 
to  be  adopted  in  recalling  the  public  funds.  Thst  mode 
was  by  such  moderate  drafts  and  tranafers  as  the  public 
Moeseities  should,  from  time  to  time,  demand ;  and  an  ear- 
nest request  having  been  made  for  a  satisfactory  compliance 
with  it  on  the  part  of  the  banks,  assurances  have  generally 
been  ^iven  of  a  readiness  to  answer  those  oalls  with  prompt- 
itode,  and  io  an  acceptable  manner.  But,  though  it  is 
gratifying  to  add  that,  in  most  cases,  these  assurances  have 
iiDce  been  (ulfilled,  and  something  like  three  millions  of 
doUars  of  public  money  have  been  paid  over  by  the  discon- 
tiooed  banks  since  the  1 2th  of  May  last,  and,  in  a  few  in- 
Mances,  ail  which  was  on  hand;  and  though  about  nine 
millions  more  i^re  expected  to  be  paid  e»rly  in  July,  yet, 
iu  some  easea^  proper  effoils  and  sacrifices  do  not^  appear 
to  have  been  made  to  discharge  their  important  obligations 
to  the  Tceaeury.  In  such  cases,  and  especially  where  the 
negleet  pro^ooed  serious  inconvenience  to  our  fiscal  opera- 
tiona,  or  injury  to  the  public  credit,  the  Department  has 
felt  coaspelled,  b;  its  responsibility  to  the  Government,  to 
take  preparatory  measures  suitable  to  obtaih  indemnity  for 
the  past,  and  enforce  those  obligations  in  future.  It  will 
IM  obliged  to  adopt  such  measures  hereafter  in  all  similar 
instances;  and,  though  its  moderation  and  lenity  have  been, 
and  wiU  be,  as  great  as  is  supposed  to  be  jastifiable,  they 
must  not  be  misconstrued  into  indifiereBoe  or  forgetfnlness 
of  what  is  doc  as  well  from  the  banks  as  to  the  public 
oeditOBs  and  the  United  States. 

The  locntion  of  several  of  the  banks,  and  the  small 
amount  of  public  money  in  their  possession,  will  exempt 
them  from  many  calls  at  present,  and  en^le  them  easily 
to  meet  soch  as  are  made.  But  the  situation  of  others  will, 
under  all  just  iorbeerance,  render  the  colls  upon  them  more 
frequent  and  imperative,  and  will  require,  as  it  is  hoped 
they  wiH  receive,  a  correspondent  exertion  to  answer  them. 
Soch  exertion,  it  is  believed,  will  in  the  end  be  far  better 
for  alt  eoncemed,  though  accompanied  l>y  some  temporary 
sacrifioe*»  than  to  suffer  loss  of  character,  by  incurring  the 
imputetion  of  a  continued  vidation  of  essential  duties,  and 
by  eiposing  the  Treasury  to  embarrassment,  and  the  pub- 
lie  crsditots  and  officers  to  severe  injury. 

The  Department  cannot  recognise  the  right  of  any  for- 
ner  d^ositoi^r  to  be  exempted  from  paying  specie  to  the 
Vot.  XIV.— A  7 


public  creditor,  if  insisted  on  by  him ;  it  being  due,  in  both 
honor  and  good  faith,  as  well  to  hira  as  to  the  Treasury. 
It  is  true  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  when  wanted 
has  been  somewhat  enhanced,  and  this,  at  the  time  when 
demands  for  it  are  increased,  ond  the  ability  of  some  of  the 
banks  is  weakened  by  the  failures  of  some  of  their  custom- 
ers. But  these  are  obstacles  which  are  by  no  moans  insu- 
perable, and  which,  when  occurring,  it  is  the  duty,  and  it 
is  hoped  will  be  the  deiiire,  of  every  bank  to  make  efforts  to 
remove,  at  any  reasonable  expense  and  trouble. 

3.  The  returns  of  tEe  condition  of  the  selected  banks, 
which  were  requested  to  be  continued,  have  generally  been 
made  with  promptitude  and  regularity.  But  while  it  is 
very  eatisfactory  to  see,  in  most  cases,  a  reduction  in  dis- 
counts and  circulation,  and  which  course  is  the  most  ef- 
ficient to  cure  one  of  the  existing  evils  in  banking,  and  to 
enable  the  institutions  which  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments to  resume  them  at  an  early  day,  and  with  much 
greater  safety,  it  is  regretted  that,  in  a  few  instances,  this 
course  has  not  been  adopted.  But  whenever  departed  from 
in  such  a  crisis,  the  error  has  tended,  and  must  tend  heic- 
after,  to  impw  the  confidence  of  the  Depaitment  in  the 
sound  management  of  the  institution,  and  to  justify  Buch 
steps  as  may  lead  to  a  more  speedy  withdrawal  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  to  the  procurement  of  increased  security. 

4.  Such  a  departure,  also,  is  likely  to  delay  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payment^  concernmg  which  the  views  of  the 
former  deposite  banks  were  requested  in  that  circular,  and 
have  generally  been  since  presented.  Without  claiming 
the  right  to  interfere  on  this  subject  beyond  the  deep  solici- 
tude and  interest  felt  by  the  Treasury  Department  concern- 
ing the  condition  and  conduct  of  all  its  debtors,  and  beyond 
its  duty  vigilantly  to  examine  into  those  points  when  indul- 
gences are  sought  or  granted,  the  inquiries  before  mention- 
ed were  made  on  these  accounts  alone.  It  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  regret  to  find,  in  most  of  the  explanations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  suspending  as  well  as  resuming  specie  pay  men  tn, 
that  the  action  of  one  bank  has  been  made  to  depend  so 
exclusively  on  that  of  others.  The  location,  losses,  liabili- 
ties, and  means  of  the  banks,  were  and  still  are  very  dif- 
ferent among  themselves,  as  well  as  in  difierent  quarters  of 
the  country.  In  illustration  of  this  remark,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  several  of  them,  as  in  the  Eastern  States  iu 
1814,  have  actually  continued  to  pay  specie,  and  many 
others  appear  to  have  had  ample  ability  to  do  it,  if  more 
courage,  energy,  and  independence  had  fortunately  been 
united  with  their  great  available  means.  Since  the  panic 
has  in  some  degree  subsided,  and  the  opportunity  has  been 
enjoyed  for  lessening  balances,  discounts,  and  dreulation, 
and  when  so  much  more  can  be  done,  in  this  respect,  with- 
out causing  distress,  in  consequence  of  the  diminished  busi- 
ness of  the  community,  and  the  smaller  demand  for  money, 
it  is  to  be  lamented  that  a  more  general  efibrt  has  not  been 
made  to  resume  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day  practi- 
cable and  safe.  It  is  true  that  a  few  banks  very  commend* 
ably  have  already  resumed,  and  are  in  the  successful  dis- 
chai^  of  their  plain  legal  obligations,  though  on  a  reduced 
scale  in  business  and  profits ;  and  that  others  are  efficiently 
attempting  to  place  themselves  in  a  similar  position.  But, 
from  the  replies  to  my  inquiries,  the  indix^ation  seems  to 
lie  too  prevalent  for  the  baidcs  in  one  city,  county.  State, 
or  large  region  of  country,  to  postpone  the  measure  till  all 
others  in  the  Union  are  ready  and  willing  to  unite.  Their 
positions,  in  varioiui  respects,  are  essentially  uollke,  though 
in  general  very  strong.  The  condition  of  the  former  de- 
posite bafiks,  as  a  whole,  is  believed  to  be  stronger  now,  as 
to  specie  compared  with  circulation,  or  immediate  meaiw  te 
meet  immediate  liabilities,  so  as  readily  to  sustain  specie 
payments  under  ordinary  circumstances,  than  has  been  the 
condition  of  all  the  banks  in  tlie  United  States  at  any  for- 
mer period  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Their  specie, 
on  an  average,  is  ab^ut  one  to  three  of  thoir  circulation,  and 
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their  immediate  means  nearly  one  to  two  and  a  halfof  their 
immediate  liabiiitiea.  But,  in  some  large  sections  of  coun- 
try, the  specie  is  in  a  ratio  quite  30  per  cent,  greater,  while 
in  others  it  is  less.  The  want  of  confidence  in  some  places, 
and  the  effects  of  losses  in  others,  and  which  constitute  the 
only  other  principal  differences  in  the  ability,  at  different 
periods,  to  sustain  such  payments,  have  not  extended  in 
the  same  degree  to  all  places,  and  have  already  diminished 
much  more  in  some  of  them  than  in  others. 

It  is  therefore  earnestly  hoped  that,  by  prudent  and  per- 
severing efforts,  a  resumption  of  specie  payments  can  be  ef- 
fected at  no  very  remote  day,  and  successfully  maintained 
by  many  of  those  institutions  indebted  to  the  Treasury. 
8o  far  as  this  Department  has  power  to  encourage  such  ef- 
forts, it  has  done,  and  cheerfully  will  do  it,  while  the  ex- 
isting laws  remain  unrepealed,  by  giving  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  holding  all  kinds  of  public  deposites  to  such  banks 
as  pay  specie.  But,  beyond  that,  Congress  and  the  States 
alone  can  lawfully  extend  other  assistance. 

You  will  more  readily  excuse  my  anxiety  on  this  topic, 
whan,  besides  the  reasons  before  stated,  you  are  assured  of 
the  strong  convictions  entertained  by  this  Department  that 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  as  soon  as  It  can  be  ac- 
complished by  any  reasonable  exertions  or  sacrifices,  would 
not  only  increase  the  facilities  of  our  fiscal  operations,  and 
much  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  but 
tend  to  remove  many  reproaches  from  the  banking  institu- 
tions themselvcH,  and  to  preserve  a  strong  sense  of  moral 
obligation  to  discharge  faithfully,  ao  far  as  able,  every  duty 
imposed  by  law. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  Casuikh  of . 
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Letter  from  ike  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tranamltting 
the  tnfifrmation  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  Wth  instant,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  ap^ 
propriations  of  the  past  and  the  present  years  remain- 
ing unexpended,  ^e.  September  16,  1837.  Read,  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Trkascet  Dbpastment, 

September  14,  1837. 

8(R  :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  on  the  1 1  th  instant : 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected, with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  communicate  to 
this  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  past 
and  present  years  remaining  unexpended ;  the  amount  re- 
quired to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  June  last,  and  all  existing  engagements 
contracted  since  that  time;  also,  the  amount  of  nooney 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the-  hands  of  dis- 
bursing officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day  of  May  last  and 
at  the  present  time ;  and  that  he  also  report  what  objects  of 
t>ublic  expenditure  can  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public 
service  bo  either  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the  present 
year,  or  bear  any  material  reduction." 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  shows,  as  desired,  **  the 
amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  past  and  present  years 
remaining  uncxpendrd"  to  be  $24,075,839  87.   (A.) 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  **  the  amount  of  money 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  ond  placed  in  the  bands  of  dis- 
bursing  officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day  of  May  last,  and 
at  the  present  time,"  I  would  stale  that,  at  the  former 
period,  it  appears  to  have  been  $5,264,053  96,  and  at  the 
Utter  f5,049,540  7(J?  It  mny  be  useful  to  add,  that  both 
sums  are  much  larger  than  they  would  otherwise  l»e,  in 


consequence  of  the  unu-ual  amount  of  depostlesby  ofBcen 
of  the  mint. 

In  relation  to  **  what  objects  of  public  expenditure-can, 
with  least  injury  to  the  public  service,  be  either  wholly 
dispensed  with  during  the  present  year,  or  bear  tny  mtteriat 
reduction,"  I  would  observe  that  a  minute  and  criiiesl 
examination  on  this  poiut  was  instituted  in  May  la«tby  ihii 
Department. 

The  result  of  it  was,  that  enough  could  and  would  be 
postponed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  about  $15,000,000. 

Consequently,  the  expenditures  during  the  present  yrar 
were  estimated  in  my  recent  report  upon  that-basis.  A(\tr 
every  delay  of  them  which  the  public  interests  niay  permit, 
it  is  therefore  expected  that,  of  the  outstanding  tppropria- 
tions,  now  exceeding  $24,000,000,  not  much  over  nine 
millions  will  necessarily  be  required  to  be  expended  dttriog 
the  residue  of  the  year. 

Since  this  resolution  passed,  further  inquiries  m  tiiii 
point  were  instituted,  in  connexion  with  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government ;  but  the  result  cannot  be  esien- 
tially  varied  from  that  to  which  the  Department  arnvpd 
last  spring. 

The  particular  heads  of  appropriations  that  it  is  supposed 
need  not  and  will  not  be  expended  in  full  during  the  year, 
and  the  amounts  under  each,  are  very  numerous  and  diffi- 
cult to  be  prepared ;  but,  if  desired,  will  be  submitted 
(hereafter)  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  only  remaining  inquiry  is  *  *  the  amount  required  to 
fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted  prior  to  the  tint 
day  of  June  last,  and  all  existing  engagements  contracted 
since  that  time." 

Each  Department  has  been  requested  to  furnish  a  stale- 
ment  on  this  subject  as  early  as  it  can  be  completed.  Bot 
some  delay  being  unavoidable,  it  has  in  the  mean  timetiren 
deemed  advisable  to  submit  immediately  the  answers  to  the 
other  portions  of  the  resolution.  Those  statements  will 
be  made  as  comprehensive  as  poaaible,  but  can  of  coune 
relate  to  only  a  small  part  of  the  iwhole  appropriations  of 
Congress,  which  it  his  been  and  will  be  necessary  toei- 
pend  during  the  year.  All  salaries  of  judicial,  exrcutivf, 
or  other  officcrs~-the  expenses  of  foreign  inteTtour»e— 
the  pay  and  sutwistence  in  both  Ihd  army  and  navy— all 
pensions — all  Indian  annuities — all  private  bills  which  have 
passed — many  miscellaneous  appropriations,  with  several 
other  items — stand  independent  of  any  upecial  engagemenli 
or  contracts  made  by  any  public  officers,  and  cannot  ihtTf* 
fore  enter  into  this  compulation. 
Respectfullv,  vours, 

LEVI   WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  appropriations  of  the  poit 
and  present  years  remaining  unexpttiHed  on  <Ae  HM 
September,  1837,  inclusive,  agreeably  to  a  resohUiwof 
the  House  of  Representatives^of  the  Wth  tmt,  wi. 

Balances  of  Appropriations  on   the   3 let 

December,  1836,        -  *  -  $16,755,283  W 

Appropriations  made  at 
the  second  session  of 
the  24th  Congress, 
exclusive  of  the  Post- 
office  Department,    -$28,iV75,837    10 

Specific  and  indefinite 
appropriations  made 
by  former  acts  of  Oon- 
grePH,  -  -      9,824,960   10 

31,400,087  W 
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BifMnditares  of  the  Uoited  8t»tM  from 
the  1st  January  to  the  1  Uh  September, 
1837,  »  .  .  .    S4,077,031  22 


Leaving  balances  of  appropriations,  1  Uh 
September,  1837       -  -  .  $24,076,839  37 


TmsAsuRT  Depabtukxt, 

RseisTsa's  Ofpicb,  Sepiember  12,  1837. 

T.  L.  8MITH,  Register, 

PAV  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  IN  SPECIE,  Ac. 

Leiter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  transmitting 
the  information  required  ly  the  ref^olution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  oftheWth  instant,  Jn  relation  to  the 
offer  to  pay  members  of  Congress  in  specie,  4r.  Sep- 
tember 16,  1837,  read,  and  &id  upon  the  table. 

Trkasurt  Dspaetxsnt,  September  14,  1837. 
Sib:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  the  1 1th  insUnt  : 

"Besohfed,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  report  to 
this  House  whether  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  addressed  kf 
bijn  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  offering  payment  in  specie 
to  members  of  Congress,  is  authentic;  if  so,  to  what  other 
claimants  oii  the  Treasury  a  similar  offer  has  been  made, 
•od  what  principle  of  discrimination,  if  any,  has  been 
•dopCed  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  the  public  creditors. 
Abo, 

*•  That  he  report,  so  far  as  now  ascertained,  the  amount 
of  specie  received  by  the  Government  since  the  first  day  of 
May  last;  the  sources  from  whence  deriv^,  and  the  amount 
fmm  each ;  the  regulations  under  which  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  has  been  disbursed ;  the  persona  to  whom  paid, 
•lid  the  sums  paid  to  each ;  the  amount  now  on  hand,  and 
where  deposited :  also,  whether,  since  the  date  above,  the 
public  dues  or  any  portion  thereof  have  been  received  in  pro- 
teaed  drafts,  or  any  funds  other  than  those  pfescribed.  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April,  1816." 

The  first  inquiry  is,  <*  whether  a  letter  purporting  to  be 
tJdieseed  by  him  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  offering  pay. 
ment  in  specie  to  members  of  Congress,  is  authentic." 
The  ondersigned  did  address  a  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
(A  1,)  and,  on  the  same  day,  another  letter  of  like  import 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.     Neither  of  these  was  pul)- 
lishcd  by  this  Depertment,  but  being  on  the  subject  refers 
red  to,  though  no  date  is  given  in  the  resolution,  it  is  pre- 
nuned  the  first  one  is  that  the  authenticity  of  which  the 
undertigned  is  requested  officially  to  verify.    The  next  in- 
quiry i^  <cto  what  other  claimants  on  the  Treasury  a  sim- 
iJar  o&r  has  been  made,  and  what  principle  of  discrimina- 
tion, if  any,  has  been  adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment 
to  the  public  creditors."    In  reply  tathis  he  would  state, 
feoerallj,  that  a  similar  ofier-  to  fulfil  the  law,  by  \Mymg 
tlemapde  on  the  Treasury  in  specie,  when  preferretl  to  bank 
paper,  has  been  maile  to  many  claimants;  and,  though  not 
eble  to  extend  it  to  all  immediately,  yet,  specie  being  by 
law  promised  to  all  who  require  it,  the  Department  has 
frequently  given  assurances  that  it  should  be  paid  to  all  as 
soon  a»  aeufficienoy  could  be  obtained.  The  offer  of  it  has, 
there^Mp,  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  corresponding 
with  W&  increase  of  our  resources  in  specie,  so  ae  to  em- 
braee  m»  great  a  number  of  public  creditors  as  the  imme- 
diate end  available  amount  of  such  resources  in  the  Treas- 
ury would  justify.     But  when,  by  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payment*  on  the  part  of  the  banks  in  May  last,  and  by  the 
indulgences  granted  to  the  merchants  in  postponing  the 
pst/qoeot  of  their  bonds  for  duties,  sufficient  specie  could 
not  be  obtained  to  pay  all  the  public  claims  till  Coogress 
should  fofl&iib  aid  by  some  new  legal  pcoviaioiit  it  became 


indispensable  to  perform  the  disMgreeable  task  of  making 
some  discrimination  in  paying  out  what  specie  the  Treasu- 
ry had ;  otherwise  the  Department  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  a  course  still  more  objectionable— a  gen- 
oral  and  absolute  refusal  to  pay  the  specie  on  hand,  or 
which  might  bo  collected,  to  any  public  creditor  whatever. 
As  the  acta  of  Congress  seemed  imperatively  to  require  that 
specie  or  its  equivalent  should  be  alone  paid  whenever  de* 
sired,  if  it  could  be  procured,  such  a  refn^al  would  have  ui- 
yolvcd  the  Department  in  the  guilt  or  folly  of  paying  noth- 
ing in  conformity  to  law,  because  it  was  not  able  in  that 
manner  to  pay  every  thing.  It  would  have  violated  the 
plain  and  imperative  directions  of  Congress  in  all  cases, 
and  where  no  necessity  existed  to  do  it,  and  no  inability  to 
obey  them  could  be  pretended,  because  that  necessity  and 
inability  happened  to  exist  in  some  cases,  and  only  to  a 
limited  extent;  consequently,  an  obligation  to  pay  the 
specie,  so  far  aa  the  Department  was  able,  seemed  no  less 
reasonable  than  legal.  But  as  no  act  of  the  Legislature 
pointed  out  the  kind  of  discrimination  to  be  adopted  in  such 
an  emergency,  it  becafne  indispensable  for  the  Department 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  on  the  whole  subject,  regu- 
lating it  by  the  circumstances  of  the  various  cases  end  the 
straitened  extent  of  its  means.  This  was  done  by  miking 
the  offer  of  full  or  part  payment  when  it  appeared  to  be  re- 
requiied  by  the  peculiar  character  of  some  of  the  claimed 
the  usages  of  the  Department,  or  the  necessities  of  certain 
branches  of  the  public  service.  The  local  position  of  much 
of  the  specie  in  the  I'reasury,  in  respect  to  the  residence  of 
many  of  the  creditors,  furnished  in'  some  cases  another 
guide.  But,  in  adopting  an  unavoidable  discrimination, 
the  endeavor  has  been  to  make  it  as  little  invidious  as  pos- 
sible, and,  in  no  cases,  is  it  believed,  whatever  importuni- 
ties may  have  been  used,  have  any  such  payments  been 
made  out  of  the  IVeaeury  to  oflicers  of  the  Government  in 
preference  to  other  public  creditors,  simikirly  situated,  ex- 
cept it  be  in  a  few  instances,  to  defray  the  mere  travelling 
expenses  of  army  officers.  The  particular  classes  of  claim- 
ants who  have  received  such  ofiTerii  and  such  payment^ 
when  desired,  and  the  particular  principles  of  discrimina- 
tion in  each  of  them,  will  be  exhibited  more  fully  in  the  fol- 
lowing statements. 

But,  in  order  to  understand  the  grounds  of  that  discrimi- 
nation, it  will  be  necessary  that  the  House  should  first  be 
apprized  of  the  general  situation  and  amount  of  the  specie 
which  the  Department  has  fortunately  been  able  to  com- 
mand, and  which  is  required  to  be  reported  by  the  last 
branch  of  the  resolution. 

On  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
May  last,  the  Treasurer  had  in  the  mint  a  deposite  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  metal  for  coining,  equal  to  about  a 
million  of  dollars.  [See  C]  But  modt  of  it  then  was, 
and  still  is,  in  use  for  that  purpose,  and  for  other  operations 
of  the  establishment,  so  as  to  leave  only  a  part  of  the  whole, 
amounting  perhaps  to  one-fourth,  subject  to  be  drawn  out 
and  employed  for  other  objects,  without  obstructing  or  de- 
feating the  original  design  of  Congress  and  the  Executive 
in  having  it  placed  there. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  in  specie  since  May  has  not.  In 
consequence  of  indulgences  granted  to  the  mercantile  inter-, 
est,  been  sufficient  to  defray  even  the  expenses  of  collecting 
it,  and  of  demands  by  the  merchants  on  their  debentures,  but 
it  is  supposed  to  equal  about  five  hundred  thousand  dot- 
larsi  and  that  portion  x>f  it  which  has  lieen  subject  to  draft, 
being  about  one-fifth,  is  stated  with  all  the  particularity  and 
accuracy  now  attainable,  in  the  table  annexed.  [C]  The 
former  deposite  banks  which  continued  to  pay  specie  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  held  public  money 
equalling  in  all  about  $300,000.  In  and  near  the  Atlantic, 
there  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  patents,  for  somo 
of  the  interest  on  stocks  owned  by  the  Indiaas,  for  repay* 
ments,  and  some  miseeUaneoos  iteotf,  with  what  the  dis^ 
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continued  depositc  batiks  were  induced  from  time  to  ttne  to 
tiunsfor  to  the  Treasurer,  about  the  sum  of  $200,000. 
[9ee  C]  Of  this,  the  interest  on  Indian  stocks,  not  yet 
carried  into  the  Treasurer's  books,  is  near  $40,000.  The 
advances  or  payments  made  by  the  banks  on  drafts  to  indi- 
viduals^  have  been  considerable ;  but,  as  hereafter  explained, 
the  amount  is  entirely  conjectural,  and  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained without  much  delay.  The  transfers  to  the  I'reaS' 
urer  constituted  about  $130,000  of  the  above  aggregate. 
[fteeC] 

On  the  other  side  of  the  AUeghanies,  the  collections 
amonnted  to  near  half  a  million,  which  were  in  hand  in 
specie  in  the  land  offices  when  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  there  took  place.  Notice  was  pre- 
▼iously  despatched  to  them  by  this  Department  not  to  de- 
posite  more  in  banks,  until  receiving  further  orders,  if  a 
suspension  took  place.  Other  collections,  to  a  consider- 
able amount,  continued  to  be  made  during  the  residue  of 
May,  and  since,  probably  equalling  one  million  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  more.  [C]  The  fiscal  means  of  pay- 
ing in  Sf>ecio  in  that  region,  and  especially  the  West,  were 
of  course  much  more  ample  than  elsewhere.  The  banks  in 
that  quarter  have  also  frequently  paid  out  small  sums  in 
specie  since  May,  on  Treasury  drafts,  the  amount  of  which 
cannot  be  now  ascertained,  besides  in  several  instances,  as 
before  detailed,  making  transfers  of  it  to  the  Treasurer,  to 
•id  the  public  operations  on  the  seaboard.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  in  all  the  United  States,  the  Depart- 
ment has  probably,  since  the  middle  of  May,  paid  out  quite 
as  much  specie  for  meeting  ordinary  expenditures  as  has 
been  demanded  for  that  purpose  during  many  periods  of 
simiiar  length  bef>re  the  banks  suspended  specie  pay- 
ttiont.  By  condensing  these  views,  and  using  more  par- 
ticularity, it  appears,  and  is  ntated  in  reply  to  sevenl  in- 
quiries in  the  last  branch  of  the  resolution,  that,  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  is  the  date  nearest  to 
the  first  of  May  from  which  we  have  special  returns  of 
specie,  the  whole  amount  of  it  on  hand  applicable  to  gen- 
eral purposes  has  been  over  $3,000,000.  The  amount  for 
all  purposes  has  exceeded  $4,000,000,  including  that  in 
the  mint  and  the  custom-houses.  The  sources  from  which 
derived,  and  the  amount  from  each,  with  **the  persons  to 
whom  paid,  and  the  sums  paid  to  each,'*  are  aUo  detailed, 
•o  far  as  now  ascertained  on  the  Treasurer's  books,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  resolution,  in  A  2,  B,  and  C.  8o  far  as 
otherwise  known,  the  residue  of  the  receipts  not  appearing 
on  his  books,  ip  given  in  the  aboiro  statements,  and  the 
residue  of  the  payments  is  given  in  the  following  datails. 
A  part  of  the  latter  are  included  in  the  payments  made  by 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  since  the  suspension  by  the 
banks,  and  not  on  drafts  of  the  Teasuver ;  and  which  pay- 
ments altogether  amounted,  as  ascertained  and  estimated, 
to  about  $1,600,000.  Of  this  aum  about  $950,000  have 
been  paid  for  debentures,  and  f5i)0,000for  other  purposes, 
chiefly  connected  with  the  customs. 

The  portion  of  this  amount  which  has  been  paid  in 
specie,  cannot,  however,  be  ascertained  from  the  returns 
received  at  the  D<*partment  with  much  accuracy,  but  it  is 
eatimated  at  half  a  million.  It  is  only  the  balance  after 
•  these  payments,  and  after  what  is  necessary  to  be  kept  on 
hand  ^>r  similar  ones,  which  is  reported  to  the  Treasurer 
as  subject  to  draft  for  general  purposes. 

Similar  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  payments^  not  on 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  but  which  by  law  are  required  to  be 
first  made  at  the  land  offices,  of  the  current  expenses  of 
eoUection,  and  which  probably  have  equalled,  since  the 
middle  of  May,  $70,000. 

Prom  all  the  data  in  possession  of  the  Department,  it  is 
computed  that  the  **  amount  now  on  hand,"  subject  to  the 
draft  of  the  Treaswer,  is  almut  $3, 100,000 ;  and  all  of  it, 
except  half  a  million  of  what  is  in  the  mint,  may  be  con- 
iidereid  «•  avaitaiUe  for  pubhe  pnrposca. 


The  places  **  where"  it  is  **  deposited**  tppetr  in  the 
same  documents,  and  in  statement  D,  with  table  R  annexed 
to  the  report  on  finances,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent session.  The  classes  of  persons  to  whom  it  was  paid, 
and  **  the  regulations  under  which  the  same**  or  any  pait 
thereof  has  been  disbaraed,"  will  now  be  stated,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  grounds  or  "principle  of  diacTimittation** 
which  has  been  adopted,  and  whicli,  by  the  reiolotion,  ii 
also  requested  to  be  stated. 

I .  The  Department  at  first  offered  to  pay,  and  M  came 
to  be  paid,  when  deaired,  in  specie,  the  debentures  of  the 
merchants.  It  afterwards  defrayed,  in  the  sanae  way,  aome 
of  the  expenses 'peruining  to  the  custom-bouaet.  It  did 
this,  because,  as  before  stated*  those  claims  could  by  lav 
only  be  defrayed  from  the  accruing  revenue,*  before  itwai 
carried  into  the  Treasury,  and  not  liy  drafb  from  the 
Treasury  itself;  and  that  revenue  was  continued  to  he  re- 
quired in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  It  has  pencvetedia 
discharging  those  claims  in  that  manner  till  not  only  all  the 
specie  then  on  hand  and  since  collected  for  duties  wai  in 
seversi  places  exhausted,  but  it  has  caused  conadertble 
portions  of  money,  before  collected  for  duties,  to  be  refund' 
cd  to  the  collectors,  and  in  specie,  if  necessary,  in  order, 
as  far  as  possible,  with  promptitude  and  in  a  satisfactciy 
manner,  to  discharge  the  pubUce  engagements  as  to  Jeben- 
tures  and  other  current  expenses  connected  with  the  col- 
lection of  duties. 

8.  The  salaries  of  all  the  land  ofiliceTs,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  collecting  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  have  next 
been  paid  in  specie,  on  the  same  principle;  as  they  could 
legally  be  discharged,  not  in  drafts  and  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, but  only  from  the  accruing  receipts,  and  the  Depaitr 
ment  continued  to  require  that  thoae  receipts  shoold  be  in 
specie. 

8.  The  moneys  refunded  from  the  sales  of  land  vhi^ 
proved  to  be  defective  in  title,  or  erroneous.  Were  also  paid 
back  to  the  purchasers  in  specie,  not  only  because  so  re- 
ceived, but  because  it  had  Iteen  customary  before  to  gtte 
drafts  for  the  amounts  on  land  offices  rather  than  on  banks. 

4.  The  fees  received  for  patents  and  refunded  since  May 
have  also,  when  deaired,  been  paid  back  in  specie,  on  a 
similar  ground  of  discrimination. 

5.  The  next  diHinct  and  very  large  class  of  claimsnti 
who  have  Iteen  ao  paid,  is  the  Indians  and  thoae  connect- 
ed with  their  afTaira.  A  portion  of  their  annoities  and 
supplies,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  expense  of  their  remoTsl, 
had  in  former  years  been  paid  in  apecle,  and  it  wasdeemd 
just  as  well  as  prudent  to  continue  this  practice.  Nor  wsi 
it  inconvenient — the  amount  of  specie  in  the  land  oflicei 
being  so  large,  and  many  of  ihem  ao  well  situated  for  ftdl- 
itating  the  object. 

6.  A  considerable  part  of  the  payment  for  certain  Stits 
stockl  bought  by  the  War  Department,  for  investment  of 
Indian  funds,  has,  on  a  similar  principle,  and  to  fulfil 
scrupulously  the  spirit  o(  the  truat  confides)  to  the  Gowm- 
ment,  been  thus  paid.  It  seemed  profier  else,  under  the 
further  consideration  of  being  required  by  the  nature  of  the 
contract  for  purchasing  them. 

7.  This  Department  has  alM>  oflfered  to  pay,  and  hM 
paid  out,  when  requested,  specie  for  edl  cisima  on  the 
Chickasaw  funds  under  its  peculiar  charge,  and  has  dene 
it  on  the  ground  that  only  Kppcie  baa  been  received  in  their 
behalf  for  interest  on  the  Stale  stocks  purchased  ^them, 
and  for  the  sales  of  their  lands. 

8.  Another  class  of  payments  hss  been  made  with  • 
view  to  secure,  as  far  aa  practicable,  the  efficient  opera- 
tiena  of  the  State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  under 
the  great  embarrassments  incident  to  the  sospsnsioe  <*> 
specie  paymenta  by  the  banks.  Hence,  billa  of  eicbsoge 
have  beml  purchased  here  with  specie,  and  lbs  bilk 
seaaonably  remitted  to  our  agents  etvroad,  where,  of  coors^ 
bank  iiot«i'aeuld  not  be  usad»  for  the  pvrpaat  of  ncMBf 
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tht  cxpenMi  of  tbs  Stote  0«|wrtiBeat  On  the  Mmc»  prin- 
«iplet,  Ui«  p«raem  of  Um  navj,  in  veMoU  about  to  Mdl  to 
fertign  stataona,  bave»  m  was  bafore  naual  and  indiapeeaa- 
fc4e^  without  gvaat  delay  and  embarraasroent  to  the  public 
aarvice,  bean  aiqp^lied  with  aufficient  apeeie  to  defray  no- 
ceoaiy  expenaea  when  touchii^g  at  intennediate  ports. 
Tho  biUa  of  axehanga  drawn  by  them  abroad  for  eaah  and 
pioviatona  fumiahed  there,  have  also,  on  the  same  principle, 
when  requeated,  been  promptly  paid  here  in  specie.  On  a 
like  principle,  as  wail  aato  prevent  a^rloua loasea,  and  die- 
eiedit  to  the  Government,  the  bilk  drawn  by  parseraon  the 
navy  agoats  abroad,  the  advancoa  made  by  those  agenta 
tbeie»  and  the  contracts  to  furnish  them  money  here,  have 
all,  when  demanded^  been  met  in  thia  country  with  specie. 
It  will  be  the  endeavor  of  the  Department  that  they  shall 
be  so  met  in  future,  while  suitable  funds  remain  at  its  dis- 


9.  In  the  domestic  operaUona  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partaenta,  as  well  as  in  carrying  on  the  public  works  not 
connected  with  them,  specie  has  likewise  been  occasionally 
lumkhed  to  pwaera,  paymasters,  and  other  agents,  to  ena* 
ble  them  to  make  change  and  pay  small  sums  in  their  week- 
Ibf  aeltlementi.  These  have  embraced  thoae  persons  in 
pnfoKc  employment,  whether  seamen,  aoldiers,  laborers  or 
others^  at  the  yards^  forts,  and  other  places  in  which  nation- 

^  works  were  in  progress.  In  several  cases,  the  firmer 
oeposite  banks  have  also  voluntanly  provided  a  sufficiency 
for  theee  porpoaes.  By  this  discrimination  much  inoonveni- 
eooe  and  disaatisfaction  under  the  peeuniary  embarrassment 
of  the  timea  have  been  obviated.  Considerable  sums  have 
also  been  drawn  for  on  specie-paying  banks,  to  aid  in  carry- 
ing on  the  iieceasary  preparations  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

10.  This  Department  has  likewise  offered  to  pay  reason- 
aUe  amoonlB  in  specie,  when  requested,  towards  the  large 
mmo  doe  pensioners,  in  order,  as  £fir  as  practicable,  to  ae- 
cemmodnte  eo  meritorious  a  class  of  claimants.  In  several 
inatftncea,  it  haa  given  drafts  for  that  purpose,  and  has  pro- 
posed to  give  more.  Some  specie  has  been  furnished  by 
the  fonaer  fiscal  bank  agenta  for  the  sama  object. 

1 1.  It  haa  also,  when  desired,  furnished  specie  to  the 
War  Department  to  defray  travelling  expenaes  of  officers, 
the  great  inconveniences  and  losses  in  using  paper  for  that 
object  being,  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  very  obvioua 
and  peculiarly  troublesome.  It  has  proposed  to  do  this  in 
all  such  cases  bereafler,  when  desired,  and  in  its  power. 

IS.  On  Kbe  principles  thia  Department  subsequently 
made  the  offer  as  to  the  payment  in  specie  of  the  expenses 
of  members  of  Congress  at' tho  present  aesaion,  if  preferred 
l^  any  of  them  to  bank  noUa,  or  to  drafts.  The  session 
being  special,  and  supposed  likely  to  be  very  short,  the  ex- 
penses would  chiefly  consist  of  what  was  due  for  travel,  and 
it  was  deemed  suitable  to  offer,  while  able,  a  convenient 
enrreoey  for  that  object,  to  such  as  might  desire  it.  Other 
meane  of  payment  were  at  the  time  proposed  for  any  who 
might  not  deem  it  proper,  under  the  existing  circumstances 
of  the  ease  and  of  the  Treasury,  to  demand  or  accept  gold 
end  silver,  eitber  in  full  or  in  part. 

13.  As  the  specie  at  eommand  itocreased  by  further  re- 
tnma  lh>m  the  land  oflicea  in  June  and  July,  and  by  con- 
atdenible  tranafers  to  the  Treasurer  at  the  seat  of  Govem- 
ment  by  some  of  the  former  depoeite  banks,  (there  being 
no  geoenil  agent  on  or  near  the  seaboard  except  himself 
competent  by  law  to  receive  them,)  the  Department  has 
grad nelly  had  greater  amounts  of  specie  in  this  city  as  well 
as  in  the  Western  land  offioea,  and  haa  been  enabled,  from 
tifoe  to  time,  to  extend  fuHy  or  in  part,  as  already  enumera- 
ted, and  even  further,  its  offers  of  payments  in  specie  to 
nameroas  claimants. 

14.  Where  jodgea  and  other  officers  of  courts  resided  near 
land  offioea  in  which  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  coin, 
or  oeer  collectors,  and  a  request  was  msde  for  drafu  on 
tl»fla  rather  than  on  tanka,  they  have  often  beM  given,  and 


paid  in  specie.  Large  portiona  of  money  for  expenditurea 
for  labor  on  the  national  road  in  two  of  the  Weetem  States 
have  been  furnished  by  drafts  for  specie  on  the  land  offices. 
In  numerous  other  cases,  public  creditors,  living  near  such 
offices^  have  indiscriminately,  when  desired,  been  paid  in 
specie  by  drafis  on  them.  In  several  instances,  where  the 
money  bad  accumulated  in  particular  offices,  and  claimants, 
though  living  at  a  distance,  chose  to  take  drafts  on  tbem^ 
instead  of  banks,  they  have  been  offered  such  drafts,  and 
been  paid  in  specie.  But,  usually,  when  claimants  resided 
at  a  distance,  the  Treasury  drafts  on  bonks  have  been  so 
near  the  value  of  specie  that  they  have  been  accepted  rather 
than  others  on  land  offices  more  remote.  In  some  cases^ 
drafts  on  banks  in  large  commercial  cities  have  been  prefer^- 
red  even  to  drafts  on  land  offices  situated  near  the  claimants. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  discrimination  in  theae  last  cases 
has  generally  arisen  from  local  convenience  to  the  partiea 
and  the  local  origin  of  the  claim,  or  the  abundance  of 
apeeie  beyond  the  local  wants  of  a  few  particular  points^ 
rather  than  from  any  distinction  growing  out  of  the  natura 
of  the  claim  itself. 

15.  The  next  claimants  who  have  been  offered  payments 
in  specie,  and  have  rsceived  it,  are  the  holders  of  the  debt 
existing  against  tho  cities  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

That  debt  was  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  trust, 
and  on  a  conditional  assignment  of  certain  stock,  and  the 
interest  was  ordered  to  he  paid  by  an  act  of  Congress.  As 
the  interest  due  to  the  United  Statba  on  the  stocks  which 
were  held  against  others  haa  been  required  to  be  paid,  and 
has,  in  most  cases  since  May  last,  been  actually  paid  in 
specie,  it  was  deemed  just  to  make  the  rule  reciprocal,  and 
pay  thia  interest  in  specie  so  far  and  so  long  as  able  to  do  it. 

It  waa  supposed,  also^  thst  the  public  faith  would  su£fer 
more  by  a  neglect  or  inability  to  fulfil  scrupulously  a  trust 
like  this,  than  to  meet  the  whole  of  any  ordinary  appro- 
priation immediately  in  specie,  if  demanded,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  such  embarrassment 

16.  The  only  remaining  class  of  claimants  to  whom 
specie  is  now  remembered  to  have  been  offered  to  be  pjiid 
immediately,  is  the  holders  of  the  scrip  for  the  fifth  instal- 
ment of  the  French  indemnity.  A  considerable  portion  of  < 
that  had  not  been  adjusted  when  the  banks  suspended  spe- 
cie payments ;  but  it  having  been  brought  home  in  specie, 
and  part  of  it  being  in  the  mint,  it  was  requested  to  be  paid 
in  specie,  and  was  so  adjusted  by  theagent  with  thoae  de- 
manding it. 

Theae  various  classes  do  not  indnde  two  or  three  trans- 
fer ordera  to  States,  which  were  drawn  on  banks  situated 
near  and  paying  specie.  This  was  done  in  oomplianoe 
with  notices  given  befbre  May  laat,  and  the  Department 
has  not  been  informed  whether  in  these  cases  specie  was 
either  demanded  Or  paid.  In  aome  eases,  however,  of  such 
tranfiers,  drawn  on  other  banks,  apeeie  has  been  demanded 
by  tlie  holders  of  tbem,  and,  though  occasionally  refused, 
has  sometimes  been  paid,  rather  than  submit  to  a  protest 
and  complaint  to  this  Department.  The  other  banks  are 
also  known  to  have  paid  specie  In  nmny  cases,  either  tn 
foil  or  in  part,  on  common  drsfts ;  but  as  the  amourrts  so 
paid  are  not  regolariy  returned  here,  the  aggregate  of  them 
is  entirsly  conjectural. 

The  drafts  given  here  are  also  often  in  fiivor  of  agents, 
pursers,  paymasters,  drc,  in  large  amounts;  and  though 
their  names  and  the  gross  sums  paid  to  them  have  been  as- 
certained and- stated,  yet,  to  osoertain  the  names  of  all  the  . 
workmen,  seamen,  aoldiers,  and  officers,  as  well  as  pen- 
sioners. Indian  traders,  and  their  aasignees,  who  have  t>een 
the  real  creditora,  and  in  the  end  received  the  apeeie,  and 
'the  amounts  paid  to  each,  would  reiquire  the  opening  of  a  ^ 
correspondence  with  almost  every  public  station  and  pnb*  ^ 
lie  agency  in  the  United  Statea.     So,  the  merchants  to 
whom  debenture  certtficatea  have  been  paid  in  specie,  as 
wsU  as  the  other  pcison%  and  eoMmnts  to  whom  it  has 
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been  paid  out  of  the  accruing  revenue,  whether  from  duties 
or  tandiy  and  whether  to  officera  in  the  customa  and  land 
officea,  or  to  laborers  and  contractors  under  them,  cannot, 
though  now  aacertatned  elsewhere,  be  known  here  without 
apecial  applications  to  most  of  the  ports  and  land  oflScea  in 
the  United  States,  and  without  a  delay  of  several  months. 

All  claimants  who  have  nqt  resided  near  land  offices  and 
had  offers  of  drafts  on  them,  or  who,  when  residing  at  a 
distance,  have  declined  to  take  drafU  on  them  or  on  banks 
not  paying  specie,  and  thus  have  not  been  paid  in  full  or 
in  part,  under  any  of  the  above  classes  of  cases,  must  be 
considered  as  not  having  received  any  otlier  offer  of  imme- 
diate payment  in  specie.  But  they  have,  when  inquiring, 
been  informed  that  the  Department  did  not  request  them 
to  accept  any  other  medium  of  payment,  unless  more  sat- 
isfactory than  to  wait  till  sufficient  specie  could  be  collect- 
ed, or  be  provided  by  Congress  for  all  public  creditors  and 
officers  demanding  it.  They  have  been  assured,  also,  thxt 
the  Department  would  spare  no  proper  effort  to  have  this 
accomplished  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  (that  all  should  be  paid  in  specie  to  the  extent 
of  its  means,  without  endangering  the  ability  to  continue 
thus,)  to  discharge  such  occasional  demands  of  an  impera- 
tive character  as  have  been  described  under  some  of  the 
above  classes. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  public  claimants  generally  to 
state  that,  whether  creditors  or  officers,  the  demands  actu- 
ally made  by  them  on 'the  Department  for  specie  have  not, 
in  most  cases,  been  characterixed  by  any  wish  to  increase 
the  existing  difficulties,  and  have  not  much  exceeded  its 
ability  to  discharge  them,  increased  as  it  has  been  from 
time  to  time  by  increased  receipts  in  specie. 

In  several  of  the  above  cases,  also,  the  offer  by  the  De- 
partment to  pay  in  specie,  has  been  voluntarily  made,  or 
without  any  previoua  request.  This  was  done  from  a  con- 
viction that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  offer  was 
just;  but  leaving  to  the  claimant  himself  the  propriety  and 
the  election  to  accept  it  or  not,  considering  the  nature  of 
his  claim,  the  place  at  which  the  specie  was  situated,  and 
the  other  modes  of  payment  proposed  instead  of  iu 

The  undersigned  cannot  allow  himself  to  apprehend 
that,  in  thus  making  all  reasonable  efforts  in  his  power  to 
pay  specie  to  the  public  creditors  instead  of  a  depredated 
currency,  and,  where  not  enough  specie  could  be  collected 
for  the  whole  of  them,  to  pay  it  to  as  many  as  practicable, 
and  in  the  manner  explained,  he  has  mistaken  the  require- 
ments of  either  the  acts  of  Congress  or  his  official  duty. 

The  last  part  of  the  call  on  this  Department  relates  to 
anotjier  subject,  and  is  «  whether,  since  the  dato  above, 
the  public  dues,  or  any  portion  thereof,  have  been  received 
in  protested  drafts,  or  any  funds  other  than  those  prescribed 
by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  April,  1816."  In  an- 
awer  to  this,  the  undersigned  would  state  that,  since  the 
lat  of  May,  no  instructions  have  been  given  to  receive  for 
public  dues  any  kind  of  money  except  specie  or  the  notes 
of  banks  paying  specie.  But  on  the  16th  of  that  mciitb, 
as  stated  in  the  report  at  the  commencment  of  this  session, 
a  circular,  which  is  thereto  annexed,  was  issueil  to  collect- 
ors and  receivers,  requesting  them  to  redeem  or  take  up  in 
behalf  of  the  Treasury,  by  receiving  for  duties  and  lands, 
such  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  banks  as  the  latter  did 
not  pay  satisfactorily  when  presented. " 

This  was  done  to  prevent  delays  and  losses  to  the  public 
creditors^  which  would  have  resulted  firom  a  return  of  the 
drafts,  when  not  paid,  and  the  issue  of  new  ones  on  another 
bank,  or  on  a  collector  or  feoeiver,  as  in  former  times  has 
of^en  been  done  by  this  Department.  It  saved,  also,  the 
procrastination  and  trouble  of  writing  a  special  letUr,  as 
had  occasionally  been  practised,  in  some  such  cases,  to 
another  bank,  or  to  a  collector,  to  take  up  the  first  draft 
when  it  had  not  been  paid  in  behalf  of  the  Treasury  by  the  { 
first  dr«w«e.   The  iia^e  of  this  Depaitment,  firom  tha  earli- 


est period,  sometimes  to  draw.sueh  drafb  in  the  &niiiulaBM 
on  receivers  and  collectors  as  well  as  on  banki»  msy  be  teen 
in  a  report  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  mods  of 
doing  business  in  the  Treasury  Department,  22d  May, 
1794,  and  in  a  report  from  this  Department  to  the  Senate, 
12th  January,  1835. 

This  appeared  to  settle  the  only  principle  involved  in  the 
measure  under  consideration;  as  a  geneml  direction  to  taks 
up  certain  drafts  seemed  as  competent  as  a  special  direction 
in  a  draft  itself,  or  in  a  letter  to  pay  any  particular  draft. 

Beside  the  obvious  propriety  and  good  faith  in  causing 
its  drafts  for  debts  to  be  paitl  in  any  prompt  way,  thecoum 
of  taking  them  for  duties  was  likewise  directed  as  early  at 
1789.     (See  F  1,  annexed  to  report  from  this  Department 
made  to  Congress  on  the  5th  instant.)    It  was  supposed 
then,  as  well  as  now,  not  to  be  a  question  of  carreocy,  or 
relating  to  the  kind  of  money  leceivable  for  public  does ; 
but  a  question  of  paying  or  satisfying  our  own  debts  in  ths 
most  punctual,  convenient,  and  faithful  manner  which  was 
practicable  under  numerous  existing  difficulties.    On  the 
same  principle,  debenture  certificates  were  directed  to  be 
redeemed  in  the  same  way.  When  the  undersigned,  in  the 
emergencies  of  the  last  apring,  reflected  that  the  usage  bad 
been  to  adopt  the  course  of  directing  its  protested  or  unpaid  # 
drafts  to  be  taken  up  by  collectors  or  other  agents,  in  sach 
individual  cases  as  had  occasionally  occurred  in  ordioaiB 
times,  he  could  see  no  objection;  but  rather,  in  suchT 
crisis,  when  such  cases  were  likely  to  occur  often,  a  great 
propriety  in  requiring  them,  by  a  general  rule,  to  be  redeem- 
ed in  all  similar  instances.     When  he  had  eaused  drafts  to 
be  given  to  public  creditors,  payable  on  demand,  and  in  gold 
and  silver,  he  considered  the  Treasury  bound. in  law  and 
common  honesty  to  treat  them  as  equivalent  to  gold  and 
silver.     When  the  fisgal  agent  on  which  they  were  drawn 
refused  thus  to  pay  them,  if  apecie  was  demanded,  at  ths 
place  where  payable,  it  was  remembered  that,  in  the  com- 
mon transactions  of  life,  as  well  as  in  the  practice  of  the 
Departmei^t,  the  act  was  deemed  commendable,  as  well  as 
legal,  for  other  agents,  tboagh  without  special  instructions, 
to  step  forward  and  pay  such  drafts  promptly,  for  the  honor, 
credit,  and  benefit  of  the  drawer,  which  in  this  case  wMthe 
Treasury.     Hence  it  seemed,  in   times  like  the  present, 
peculiarly  proper  to  request  others  to  do  it  by  general  in- 
structions. 

It  was  furthermore  considered  that,  if  any  debtor  shoajd 
decline  to  take  up,  by  receiving  in  payment,  a  draft  or  bill 
of  his  own,  given  for  a  debt  and  payable  on  demand  in  spe- 
cie, and  which  the  agent  on  whom  it  was  drawn  had  re- 
fused to  pay,  the  conduct  of  such  a  debtor  would,  in  moit 
cases,  be  regarded  as  not  a  little  reprehensible. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  would  have 
felt  himself  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  confided  u>  bit 
charge,  if,  in  the  great  peril  to  public  credit,  and  the  heavy 
losses  threatened  to  the  public  creditors,  under  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  pay  menu  by  most  of  the  Treasury  depositoriei, 
be  had  not  exerted  his  best  efforts,  and  made  the  most  dili- 
gent researches,  to  discover  and  devise  legal  modes  of  relie£ 
After  doing  that,  he  adopted  the  course  above  explained— 
a  course  which  seemed  not  only  justified  by  prec^lenUand 
sound  legal  principles,  but  enabled  the  ban ks  holding  publie 
money  to  discharge  their  engagementa  to  the  United  Stales 
to  that  extent,  by  satisfactory  arrangemeou  with  the  public 
creditors ;  and,  ai  the  same  time,  was  calculated  to  remove 
any  dishonorable  stigma  from  the  Government,  by  protect- 
ing its  obligations  as  far  as  possible  from  discredit,  and  hj 
preventing  much  delay  and  loss  to  the  claimants  un  the 
Treasury.  The  amount  <>f  drafts  so  redeemed  or  paid  by 
collectors  and  receivers,  at  the  request  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Treasury,  from  tho  15th  of  May  to  the  1 1  th  insUnt,  accord- 
ing to  the  returns  received  to  that  date,  was  $l,Sd7,2SS. 
In  this  way^  the  public  creditors  to  that  extent  have  bean 
80  far  relieved  as  to  nsalixe  an  anaount  aometimes  near  and 
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Mldoni  niQch  below  the  par  of  •]>eoie,  to  whidi  they  were 
•alttleiK  They  have  obtained  this,  instead  of  being  eub- 
jeded  to  a  total  Iom  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  on  every 
dollar,  and  which,  in  one  view  of  the  subject,  the  banks 
would  otherwise  liave  gained  at  their  expense. 

Some  of  the  banks,  at  the  same  time,  have  thus,  with 
great  usefulness  to  the  community,  been  induced  to  make 
mors  vigorous  exertions  to  renew  specie  payments  at  an 
sarly  day,  finding  that  all  their  obligations  could  not  be 
discharged  in  a  depreciated  paper.     Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seerttaru  of  the  Treasure, 
Hon.  James  K.  Polk,  ^ 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Al. 
TaEASURT  DEPABTXE5T,  August  16,  1837. 
8ia:  The  near  approach  of  the  session  of  Congress 
makes  it  proper  for  roe  to  apprize  you,  in  order  that  the 
bformation  may  be  used  for  the  benefit  and  accommodation 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,   that  this 
Department  will  be  preparetl'to  furnish  funds  for  tl^eir  pay- 
ment in  notes  of  the  city  banks,  or  specie,  or  to  give  drafts 
apoB  several  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money,  or  the  former  deposite  banks,  in  suit* 
sble  sums,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of  them. 
I  ira,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
W.  8.  Fbankliht,  Esq. 
Clerk  of  the  Ho.  of  Heps,  of  the  U.  S. 

A.  2. 
Statement  of  drafts  drawn  on  collectors. 


Statexeht — continued. 


Objects. 


Mgbi-boiise 
Fuent 

Cellecton- 
Dist.  Aitorney 


NaT7  Agent 
EnFioner  Dep'i. 

Do. 

Do. 
AnxiT 
EogmMr  Dcp't 

Do. 

D.V 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 
Paymaster 
Engineer  Dep*t, 

Do. 

Do. 
Army 
Funs 


In  whose  favor. 


David  B.  McNeil 
Eli  K.  Price 
John  F.  Waliher 
Charles  J.  Sleedinan     • 
J.  Forsjnh,  jr.  Mobile    - 
R.  L.  Crawford,  do. 
D.  D.  Brodhead  - 
R.  T.  P.Alleu    - 

Do. 
J.  E.  Johnston    - 
W.  H.  Penes     - 
Mudge  k,  Doty   - 
WillTain  Smith  • 
U.  G.  While       . 
W.  T.  Stockton  • 
R.  C.  Si4|Ll      . 
Thomas  rmor  • 
W.  H.  Petics      - 
Edmund  Kirby  • 
R.  C.  Snofad       •         «- 
J.  G.  Swift 
J.  E.  Johnston    • 
Walter  Becher  . 
Cashier  o(  Newport  Ex- 
change Bank,  R  I.    - 


Paid.       Outsiandjug. 


«20  00 

3tl  86 
50  00 
50  00 
2,000  00 
2,669  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,600  00 

146  92 
1,2^1  49  ; 
6,S00  W  1 
2,000  00  I 
5,000  00  ! 
5,0(10  00  i 
6,000  00  ! 
7,000  00  i 
4,724  32  1 

547  45  I 

1,900  00  I 

66  67  I 

3,810  00 


•500  00 

2U  00 


$57,130  71 


1»o20  00 


AmoQol  of  drafts  ou  collectors  paid    ' 
Ditto  on  same,  outstanding 

Total  amount  drafts  on  col  lectors 


-  $57,130  71 
520  00 

.  »>7,930  71 
Statement  of  drafts  drawn  on  receivers  of  public  moneys. 


Objects. 


pDblic  builings 
Treainqr  r 
Peask>as  - 
Surveyor  Gen.  • 
Puent 
£«f)av't  lands  • 

Do!  - 


In  whose  fiivor. 


Paid.      jOulstauding. 


William  Noland 

.  ;  110,775 

00  ! 

Richard  Ela       • 

9,957  00 

A.  Clark  - 

.  ' 

$•1,500  00 

a.bert  T.  Lyile  - 
Horatio  B.  Wad- 

.  ' 

1 

1,979  16 

« 

20  00 

C.Morris,  jr.      - 

. 

' 

5(»00 

J.  Brought 

. 

' 

50  00 

S.  Richey 

.    ! 

1(V)  00 

Objects. 


Patent 
Lands 

Do. 

Do. 
Indians     - 

Do. 

Do. 

Eof^ineer  Dep't. 
Chickasaws 
Army 
Indians  • 
Engineer  Dep*t. 
Indians     • 

Do 
Surveyor  Gen. 
Engineer  DepH. 
Paymaster 
Inaians     • 

Do. 

Do. 
Pension    • 
Engineer  Dep't. 
Quartermaster 
Indians     • 

Do. 
Paymaster 
Quartermaster 
Private  claims 
Indians     • 
Amjy 

Indian!     - 
Quartermaster 
raymaster 
Inaians     • 

Do. 


Do. 

D.i. 
Armv 
Engineer  Dep't. 
Army 
Paymaster 
Army 

Do. 

Do. 
Chickasaws 
Army 

Do. 
Indians     • 
Engineer  Dep't. 
Inillans     • 

Do. 

Euginocr  Dep't, 
Private  claims 
DisL  Attorney 
Marshal    • 
Judge 

Do. 
Surveyor  Gen. 
Private  claims 
Rccurd'rofland 

titles      • 
Judge 

Dlit.  Attorney 
Judge 

Surveyor  Gen. 
Lands 

Private  claim 
Lands 

D... 
Surveyor  Gon. 
Lands 

Surveyor  Gen. 
Private  claims 

Do. 

Do..       . 

IXi. 
Lands 
Surveyor  Gen. 

Do.         . 
Lands 

Do. 

Do'. 

Do. 

Do. 
Marshal    - 

Do. 
Officers,    Wis  r 

konsia  Ter  -^ 

rltory  C. 

Judgf* 
Marshal    • 


In  whose  favor. 


Thomas  J.  Corbis 
Fiancls  McHavry 
Peter  Charley  - 
Ovid  Butler 
Joseph  Hook,  jr. - 
John  Garland     - 

Do. 
J.  Aileii  - 
Jaii]t'a  D^Bhiuu  - 
C  A.  Ucdpu 
Jo  fill  Gsirlatid     - 
J.  Alten  - 
E  A,  HiL<?httick 
Job] I  C   Key nuidi 
Daikfel  DunkUQ' 
C  A  Opd^u 
A  A.  i^laRsias 
E  A  HiL£hCi>Lk 
Jov-ilfc  lloiik.jr. 
Jo>in  U.  Rureiold^ 

DfiNiLlHft/ 

C.  A  Ogden 
J.  B.  Bnmdt       - 
E.  A.  Hllthc^^ck 
R  1>,  C,  C^ilUiis^ 

A.  A    Al^lUi^kta       - 

J.  B.  Brandt 
W.  H.  Asiiley     . 
E.  A.  Hitchcock 
Thomas  Swords  - 
E.  A.  Hitchcock 
J.  B.  Brandt 
A.  A.  Massias     . 
Thonuu  J.  Abbott 
Cashier  Pliaenix  Bank, 

New  York,  to  credit 

C.A.Harris  • 
J.'P.  SimnutMi  - 
John  Garland     • 

C.  C.  Sibley 
James  Allen 
A.  Whiting 

R.  A.  Forsyth     • 
R.  H.  Ross 
T.  P.  Rldeely     • 
John  Williamson 
James  Do  Baun  • 

E.  B.  Dabbit      . 

Do. 
John  Garland  - 
J.  B.  Pettival  • 
J.  A.  Pliilllps  . 
R.D.d.  Collins. 
A.  H.  Bowman  - 
Alaxander  H.  Webb 
W.  W.  Chapman 

F.  Gehon 
C.Dunn  • 

D.  Invlii  - 
Daniel  Dunklin  • 
James  M.  Richey 

Frederick  R.  Conway 

N.  r<|pe  . 

D.  J.  Baker 

N.Pope  . 

Daniel  Dunklin  • 

James  Hinihom  • 

William  Higiismilh 

R.Bibb,  jr. 

W.  Wilroxcn     - 

Daniel  Dunklin  • 

George  W.  Berrien 

Daniel  Dunklin  • 

William  Dement 

Noble  Stanley    ' 

John  McC*urry   • 

John  Dement 

W.  W.  Ausien,  9  n. 

D.  Dunklin 

Ja  ues  H.  Weakly 

George  J.  Jarvls- 

J.  Whetston  and  W.  W, 

Weiaon 
Henry  Kcllara    • 
Alex.  McDonald 
J.  L.  Cunningham 
W.  M.  Gwinu    - 

IX.. 
W.  B.  Slaughl^^T 
Henry  IXjdtje 
W.  B.  Sl.uishli  r 
C.Dunn  • 
Franc  iu  Grlion  - 


Paid. 


Outstanding. 


20  00 
200  00 

100  00 
10/)00  00 


10,000  00 

7,600  00 
16,365  20 


10,000  00 
20,000  00 


IfOOOOO 
10/100  00 


8,166  00 


31,»15  00  ; 


250  00 
60  00 
260  00  ' 


1,175  00 


100  28 
100  30 
IfKJ  64 
99  75 
2,«10D  00 
60  00 
93  33 
625  00 
300  00 
9«¥l  Oil 


100  00 

5,000  00 
3,450  00 
40,085  00 
7,20U  00 
6,000  00 

16,360  00 

28,750  00 
12,000  00 
1,736  16 
2li,0t0  00 
10,000  00 
12410  00 

8,000  00 
9,200  00 

27,000  00 
21,200  00 
62,600  00 
)O,000  00 
13,000  00 
152  00 
6,000  00 
10,000  00 


6,00U  (0 
600  00 


51,714  00 
47,965  00 

200  00 
9,800  00 
3,000  00 

lOAWOO 

5,008  00 

300  00 

3,000  00 

56,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 

1,200  00 

3,000  00 

47,000  00 

25,990  00 

33  48 

62  50 

50  00 

450  00 

450  00 

20,000  00 

82  16 

66  00 


5,000  00 

50  00 

77  97 

a*  00 

200  00 

5,(J00O0 

100  00 

4X131 

61  37 

40  55 

49  28 
337  61 

50  00 
2,161  67 

99  75 


5,000  00 
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Pof  Mtmben  of  Congrau  in  Spme^  4^* 


St  ATSMBirr— continued. 


Object!. 

In  whose  favor. 

Paid. 

OuManding. 

Lands       •       • 

David  Walter  Joaee 

60  00 

Judge       - 

R.  WilkiiM 

376  00 

Surveyor  Don.  • 

Edward  Cross    • 

. 

6/X)0u0 

Marshal    •       - 

T.  £.  Randolph  • 

. 

50  00 

Private  claime  - 

Elias  B.Gould  . 

- 

1,020  00 

Do.         .       • 

Andres  Papy 

. 

100  00 

Navy 

David  Deacon    • 

2,500  00 

Army 

McOunnecle  &  Ways  • 

8,378  06 

ladiaiie     ■       . 

R.  D.C.Collins.     .     . 

• 

3.000  00 

Do.        -       . 

Jonathan  Pinkney 

- 

125  00 

Da        .       . 

M.  Stokes 

- 

365  20 

Lands 

Morgan  McAflbe 

- 

100  43 

Piivate  claims  • 

John  Shaw 

194  80 

•173,640  65 

•646,674  39 

Amount  drafts  on  receivers  paid 
Ditto  on  same,  outstanding    - 


.  •ITd.MOde 
.     646,674  39 

Toul  amount  drafts  on  receivers  of  public  moneys   •  •820,114  94 


5Qta1  amount  drafts  on  receivers  of  public  moneys 
Itto,  on  collectors     .  .  •  -  . 


Total 


•820,114  94 
67,960  71 

•878^66  65 


B. 


Drafts  fijr  debit  drawn  on  banks  which  continue  to  bedC' 
positories  since  the  anspensioti  of  ijtecie  payments  by 
othera. 


What  bank  and  to  wliom  paid. 


Pwple*9  Beuikj  Bo/i^or,  Maine. 
A.  Ncwhall,  pension  agent 

Brooklyn  Bankf  New  York. 
Asa  Fitch,  navy,  abroad 
J.  K.  Paulding,  navy  agpnt 
L.  L.  Van  Kleeck,  army 
Patent  fees,  returned     - 

Planters'  Banki  Savcm/uth,  Georgia. 

S.  Walker         .  .  .  . 

Cashier,  M.M.  Clark,  qr.  master's  defjL 

T.F.  Hunt,  quartemuister's  department 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  engineers  • 

Cash'r,  M.  M-  Clark,  qr.  master's  dept. 

R.  D.  Arnold,  medical  department     • 

1.  Marshall,  nension  agent 

J.  P.  Ht^nry,  Kavy  agent 

T.  F.  Hunt,  quarterniadter's  dept. 

J.  Cuvler.  judiciary 

CashT,  M.  M.  Clark,  qr.  master's  dcpl. 

W.  H.  Stiles,  district  attornpy  • 

T.  F.  Hunt,  quartermaster's  depu 

I>o  do  ,v;         . 

J.  P-  i^i'iji'iiiiiiiijTtjilMi,  ■   i  -■.     -Ill     • 
K«h  E-  Sie^.fn,  urkjjrui  Iclt..!  •.Uij.oa     • 
CsAifrr,  fur  J,  A-  DTjic  n^l  s  ,i  r  i ,  i  ^' 
T*  P*  lluflU  f^uanc'ranwilerij  d-  \  •*- 
OuM\  U  ni  M  Clnrk,  qr.  rutn^pL  • 

ArtKtl.^ld  Clarkj       '  (Ik       ^ 
T.  F,  Hum,  arti^T 


Amount. 


•1?,1'25  UO 

5,000  00 

690  00 

60  00 


TuUl. 


-'! 


IL  jVf  c  AIM  yU  r,  Jud  I  tiiiiry      ^ 

"   -  .   .-ijf     ' 

J.  Marshall,  pensions    • 
J.  Marshall,  pensions    • 
T.  F.  Hunt,  army 
James  Hall,  reliof  of  Florida     • 
W.  L.  Poole,  military  a^ent      - 
Clirisiopher  Andrewji,  |»aynitisler 
J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  engineer    • 
J.  H.  Winder,  army 


I/isuranee  Bank  of  Columbus,  Georgia 
J.  P.  Simout  on,  removal  of  ludiniis     ■ 

Louiaville  Sfavings  Institutioiu 
Joseph  Hook,  jr.,  removal  of  Indians  • 
J.  P.  Taylor,  aru.y 
Jolin  C.  Reynolds,  Cherokee  treaty     . 

Do.  do. 

Wm.  McKnlght,  Cujubcrlaiul  river    - 


1180 

10,000  00 

30,000  00 

4,800  011 

16,000  00 

168  00 

6,000  00 

1,000  00 

10,000  00 

625  00 

10,000  00 

50  00 

25,000  00 

ia,ooooo 

30,000  00 

775  00 

IjfMO  00 

25,000  00 

15,000  00 

1,W7  00 

500  00 

1,500  00 

12,fi00  00 

773  60 

150  00 

10,0110  IX) 

330  4S 

15,000  00 

6.634  57 

1,105  00 

1,1&I  00 

10,000  110 

9.000  00 

1,000  00 


•9,000  00 


47,775  00 


^009  00 
2,()(J0  00 

l.noooo 

l,iOO  00 
4,230  00 


•262,6V>7  15 
5,035  00 


Ihum  roB  Ds»Tt— contkiiedi. 


What  bank  and  to  whom  paid. 

Anxmnt 

Tsui. 

mu  qftho  UnUed  Statu,  Philad. 
Asa  Fitch,  navy  agent  - 

Interest  on  Holland  loan  to  the  cKSesC 
in  the  District  of  Columbia           ; 

George  Loyall,  navy  srent 

Bank  of  America,  tereign  bills 

Thomas  M.  Ward,       do. 

James  De  Baun,  Chickasaw  treaty 

Thomas  M.  Ward,  foreign  bills 

C.  M.  Thruston,  navy  . 

Newport  Exchange  Bank,  Fort  Adams 

P.  Baldwin,  foreign  bills          - 

13,760  00 
3A37  60 
3,437  60 
2,000  00 

22,600  00 

46,000  00 
1,000  00 

30,000  00 

3,600  00 

163^00 

77,00  86 

116,Wl(l) 

7^08 

33,612  75 
'     100,00000 

Bank  Metropolis-Cepeeial  depo»iU.) 
A.M.D.JacCon,pu.iier         .          . 
T.  P.  Andrews,  paymaster 
PUent  fees,  returned    • 
Senate  and  Ho.  of  Reps.  U.  S.  Cong.  • 
Phineas  Bradley,  attorney 

IfittOQO 

6,000  00 

60  00 

71,260  00 

88 

Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  Lawrence- 

burg^epccial.y 
Joeeph  Hook,  jr.,  Indians 

Phoenix  Bank.Neio  York-itpeeial.) 

Asa  Fitch,  foreign  bills 

Add  State  (nLnafers  drafU  of  deposites 
upon  the  within  hanks,  since  sus 
pension  of  specie  payments,  to  the 
State  of  Maine,  on  People's  Bank, 
Bangor,  Maine          .       *  i 

To  Stale  of  Georgia,   on   Planters' 
Bank,  Savannali 

«S39,M1  OS 

TiutAsuRK^'s  OrricB,  Septetnber  16,  1837. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  refolution  passed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Representatives  on  tho  1  Uh  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  amount  of  specie  received  by  the 
Government  apparently  since  the  1st  day  of  May  Uit,  and 
reported  to  me  by  the  collectors  and  receivers  as  in  tbeir 
hands  subject  to  my  drafU  from  1st  of  May  to  lUb  of 
September,  1837,  is  as  follows  : 

Reported  by  collectors  -  -  -     $92,422  16 

Reported  by  receivers    -  -  -  1,641,395  35 

[      '  $1,733,817  51 

I  ^  Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts,  as  per 
'  detailed  statement  herewith,   marked 

A,  amounting  to       -  -  -      878,065  65 

Leaving  thb  balance  subject  to  future  draft      855,751  S6 
Of  which  there  remains  in  the  hands  of 
Collectors  -  ,  -    $34,471  45 

Receivers  -  -     821,280  41 

$855,751  86 

The  total  amount  of  my  credit  on  the  1st  of  May,  in  the 

banks  which  still  continue  to  he  depositories,  together  with 

their  subsequent  receipts,  and  including  special  depositei 

in  banks  no  longer  depositories,  is  $1,048,429  OT 

Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts,   as  per 

statement  B,  exclusive  of  drafts  on  the 

mint  -  -  -  .       676,526  06 

$371,903  01 


1»'.,759  00 


The  (special  deposite  in  the  PhcBniz '  Bank,  New  Voil, 
was  for  interest  on  bonds  belon^^g  to  In- 
dian trust  funds  ...         $7,875  00 
Ditto,  in  Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  Liw- 
rcnceburg,  was  money  in  the  hands  of 
receiver  at  Fort  Wayne  from  sales  of 
lands   at  the  time  of  PUKpcnsion  of 
specie  payments       -  -  ^       116,99100 
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Estimated  State  of  the  Tretuury, 


[S6th  Cojre.  lot  Bus. 


The  speoial  depotite  in  the  Bank  of 
Metropolu,  wiz: 
TruisferriK]  by  banks  which  have  sus- 
pended sjMcie  payment  $130,000  00 


Tnmafenred  from  mint    - 
On  accoant  of  receiTer  at 

Lima^  Ohio   - 
Repayment  by  R.  Ela    - 
For  patent  fees,  chiefly  - 


Total 


60,000  00 

19,988  85 
9,847  00 
6,713  33 


226,549  16 


.     $351,415  18 


Balance  in  the  mint  on  tlie  Isl  of  May  -  $1,000,000  00 
Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts  amount- 
ing to  -  -  -  -       228^465  00 


Balance  subject  to  draft 


-     $776,536  00 


Amount  of  discredited  drafts  on  banks 

taken  up  in  payment  of  duties  -  $  1,237, 1 13  78 

Ditto  in  payment  of  lands        -  -  175  00 


$1,237,288  78 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 

Hon.  LXTI  WOODBVRT, 

Seereiary  of  the  Treasury. 

D. 

Statement  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  Collectors  and^  Re^ 

eeivers  subject  tn  draft  on  the  \  Uh  September,  1 637. 


Colketsr. 
P.  W.  Lcland,  - 
L.  Williams, 
8.  StiUwell, 
J.  N.  Barker,     - 
C.  D.  Mclndoe, 
L.  Marsteller,     - 
J.  Ramsey, 
J.  K.  Pringle,    - 
J.  W.  Brecdlove, 


Receiver. 
J.  H.  Larwell,    - 
J.  Coatcfl^ 
M.  Neville, 
W.  Blaekbum,  - 

D.  C.  Skinner,  - 
J.  Findiey, 

J.  H%U, 

J.  T.  FoUock,    - 

J.  Spencer, 

J.  J.  Read, 

8.  W.  Norris,    - 

J.  Jackson, 

J.  P.  Drake,       - 

8.  McRoberU,    - 

A.  M.  Jenkins,  - 

E.  Humphreys,  - 
T.  Carlin, 

J.  Taylor, 
W.  Linn, 


Fall  River,  Mass.  - 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Oswegatchie,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Petersburg,  Va. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Plymouth.  N.  C.  - 
Charleston,  8.  C.  - 
New  Orleans,  La.   - 


Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
Ohillicothe,  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Lima,  Ohio, 
Marietta,  Ohio, 
Woost^r,  Ohio, 
Zanesville,  Ohio, 
Crawfordsville,  la. 
Fort  Wayne,  la. 
Jefiersonville,  la. 
Indianapolis,  la. 
La  Porte,  la. 
Vincennes,  la. 
Danville,  111. 
EdwarJsville,  111. 
Kaskaskia,  IIU 
Quincey,  lU. 
Springfield,  III. 
Vandalia,  III. 


$2,578  01 

500  00 

2,562  08 

14,960  00 

1,278  22 

3,700  00 

300  00 

7,698  14 

1,400  00 

$34,971  45 

6,000  00 

14,426  57 

23,586  50 

85,451  30 

10,000  00 

941  56 

12,218  49 

31,719  56 

•124,206  28 

19,220  69 

15,161  01 

48,417  35 

60,574  86 

9,267  56 

8,893  81 

25,243  27 

48,207  46 

33,945  88 

44,722  38 


*  Of  this  sura,  tse^l  25  has  been  placed  by  ihe  receiver  on  special 
depnsiie  in  the  Bank  of  Indiana,  at  Lawrenceburg.  Other  sumd,  sta. 
ted  as  in  Che  hands  of  receiYera.  are,  no  doubt,  on  special  deposite  in 
banlifl,  under  the  instnictions  or  the  Secreutry  of  tho  Troasiiry  u>  that 
eflfecL 
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U.  Sebree, 

R.  Guild, 

E.  M.  Ryland,  - 

A.  Bird, 

S.  Merry, 

D.  £.  Moore,     - 

8.  Cruse, 

N.  £.  Benson,  - 

L.  W.  Lawler,  - 

A.  D.  Carey,     - 

W.  G.  Parrish,  - 

G.  H.  HolKman, 

R.  Eastin, 

T.  C.  Sheldon,.  - 

J.  Kearsley, 

D.  B.  MlUer,      - 

J.  Eneix, 

C.  C.  Haskell,  - 

D.  T.  Wilter,    - 
T.  Lee, 

R.  Parks, 

W.  Edmondson, 


Fayette,  Mo. 
Jackson,  Mo. 
Lexington,  Mo. 
Palmyra,  Mo. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Demopolis,  Ala. 
Huntsviile,  Ala. 
Montgomery,  Ala.  - 
MarduviUe,  Ala.     - 
Sparta,  Ala. 
TuBcalooea,  Ala.     - 
Augusta,  Miss. 
Ouachita,  La. 
Bronson,  Mich. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Monroe,  Mich. 
Mineral-Point,  Mich. 
Saginaw,  Mich. 
Washington,  Ark.  - 
Green  Bay,  W.  T. 
Milwaukie,  W.  T. 
Pontitoc,  Miss. 


$36,328  68 

7,801   19 

30,103  26 

37,666  97 

11,000  00 

4,980  09 

9,818  10 

1,035  62 

7,611  91 

8,977  16 

5,763  00 

8,028  04 

11,285  96 

26,837  92 

14,019  02 

10,764  16 

26,370  65 

9,875  87 

3,495  24 

18,373  46 

16,896  22 

7,682  67 

$980,764  39 


Amount  in  hands  of  coUeciora,       -  -     $84,97145 

Prom  which  deduct  amount  of  drafts  on  col' 

lectors  who  have  made  no  returns  to  this 

•fiioe,  but  only  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the 

Treasury,  -  -  -  -  500  00 


Aggregate  of  statement  A, 


$34,471  45 


Amount  in  hands  of  receivers,       -  -  $930,764  39 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  dralls  on  re- 
ceivers who  have  made  no  returns  to  this 
office,  but  only  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  ...  -      109,483. 98 


Aggregate  of  statement  B, 


-  $821,280  41 


TbXASUBT  DlPARTMEMT  U.  S., 

Trvasubbr's  Officb,  Sept,  15,  1837. 


ESTIMATED   STATE  OF   THE   TREASURY  ON 
THE  Ist  OF  OCTOBER,    1837. 

September  18,  1837.  Submitted  by  the  Chmrman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  

Estimated  »tate  of  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 

1837. 
Specie  fund  in  land  offices  and 

banks,  -  -  -  $700,000 

Do-         in  the  mint,  -    800,000 


Balances  due  from  Imnks,  which  will  remain 
undrawn  on  the  1st  of  October,     - 

Instalment  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  Octeber,  deducting  the 
amount  paid  through  an  arrangement  with 
the  Navy  Department,  about 


$1,600,000 
6,000,000 


Available  and  unavailable  funds 
Deduct  the  sums  which  will  not  be  available 
either  for  deposite  or  for  current  expenses 
of  Government  for  some  time  to  come,  rh: 
Employed  in  the  mint  for  the  purchase  of 
bullion,  Ac,  which  cannot  be  applied  to 
any  immediate  use,   -  •»    $500,000 


1,600,000 
-    $8,000,000 
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Indians  in  Miiitary  Service, 


Of  the  five  millions  doe  from 

banks,  only  $750,000  are  due 

from  banks  east  and  north  of 

Virginia,  and  but  $250,000 

from  other  banks,  which  can  be 

considered  available;  leaving 

wholly  unavailable  in  remote 

banks,  -  -  .$4,000,000 

It  is  understood  that  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States  has  become 

the    purchaser    ef    Treasury 

transfer  drafts  to  the  States, 

(presuming  that   they  were, 

like  other  drafts,  receivable  in 

payment  of  public  dues,)  to 

meet  the  instalment  due  on  the 

Ist  of  October.  Whether  they 

are  received  or  not,  the  fund 

will  be  unavailable— in  the  one 

case  the  claim  continues  on  the 

United  States  Bank,  and  in 

the  other  the  balance  due  from 

the  State  banks  is  increased  to 

the  amount  of  -  -    1,500,000 


6,000,000 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  to  meet 

current  expenses       -  -  $3,000,00 

Of  which  there  u  in  specie        -    1,000,000 
Balances  due  from  non-specie- 

paying  banks  -  -    1,000,000 

Probable  state  of  the  Treasury  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year^  exeUulinf  unavailable  fundSt  or  tm  funds  which 
cannot  be  applied  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  let  of  October— 
In  specie       ...   $1,000,000 
In  banks       ...      1,000,000 

$2,000,000 

Receivable  from  lands,  probably 

less,  but  may  be        -  -      1,000,000 

Current  receipts  from  customs, 
bonds,  cash,  duties,  dec.  if  the 
payment  of  the  bonds  be  post- 
poned, and  not  including  sus- 
pended bonds  -  -      1,000,000 

Suspended  bonds,  payable  from 
the  middle  cf  November  to  the 
Ist  of  January  -  -      1,900,000 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 
sources         ...         100,000 


4,000,000 
$6,000,000 

The  expenditures  during  the  last  quarter,  esti- 
mated at  the  monthly  rates,  for  the  first 
eight  months  in  the  year,  will  be  -  -    9,000,000 

extraordinary  appropriations  which  will 
be  immediately  required  for  the  Florida 
war  -  -  -   ^        .  .    1,000,000 

Allowance  for  drafts  on  banks,  (4}  millions 
outstanding, )  which  have  been  issued,  and 
which  may  be  returned  in  the  last  quarter  in 
payment  of  public  dues,  instead  of  money, 
besides  the  millioo  and  a  half  purchased  by 
the  United  States  Bank     ...       500,000 

Balance  reqoirad  to  be  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
contingent  demands,  (particularly  necessary 
when  the  outstanding  appropriations  amount 
to  24  millions,)  and  excluding  the  additional 


half  million  allowed  by  law  for  the  use  of  the 

mint        -----   4,0(K),(HMI 


$15,100,000 
Deduct  the  available  moans  in  the  4th  quarter     6,000, 00 


Amount  to  be  provided    - 


19,100,000 


INDIANS  IN  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  a  rtm- 
hit  ion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  ike  18M  Sep- 
tember^ in  relation  to  Indians  emphyedin  the  milUary 
service.    September  21,1 637,  ordered  to  tie  on  ike  table. 

WaM  DEPAmTXBKT, 

September  21,  1837. 
Sm  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of 
the  Commanding  General,  in  answer  to  aresolQlionof  lbs 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  Indians  employed  in  the  military  service  of  tbe 
United  States  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Semi- 
nole war,  and  copies  of  all  orders  and  instructions  under 
which  said  Indians  have  been  employed,  &c. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  Jambs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rrepreseniatives, 

HxAiKinAiiTxms  of  the  Abht, 

Washington^  September  19,  1837. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives dated  September  1 8,  1 887,  requiring  ^  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  Indians  employed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  since  the  comroenceroent  of 
the  present  Seminole  war,  and  copies  of  ail  ordes  and  in- 
structions under  which  Indians  have  been  employed,"  &c., 
I  have  respectfully  to  report,  that  an  ezaminstion  of  the 
files  in  the  Adjutant  General*B  office,  shows  that  a  regi- 
ment of  Creek  Indians,  composed  of  fifteen  companies,  and 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  seven  hundred  and  fort/- 
nine,  was  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
the  1st  of  September,  1836,  by  Major  General  Jesops 
order,  of  which  the  following  u  an  extract : 

"HBADdUARTKRS   ArXT  OF  THB  SuUTH, 

"  Fort  Mitchell,  July  26,  1836. 

«Ordxr  No.  60. 

*<  1.  A  band  of  friendly  Indian  warriors  will  be  tminedi- 
ately  raised  and  organized  for  epecial  service,  under  in 
structions  from  the  Commanding  General.  They  will  be 
mustered  into  the  service,  mounted,  equipped,  suppM 
and  paid  as  mounted  volunteers,  for  twelve  niontb%  unless 
sooner  discharged.  Cptain  J.  F.  Lane  is  appointed  to 
raise,  organize,  and  commanjl  them.  He  will  be  mustered 
in  for  the  same  period  as  Colonel,  subject  to  the  approtal 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  presumed  that  authority  for  the  above  was  derivrd 
from  the  Secretary  of  War^s  letter  dated  July  1 1,  1836, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

«*  War  DcpAmTMKiTT, 

««  Waskinf^an,  July  11,  1836. 
"Sir:  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  few  Creek  war- 
riors  might  be  useful  to  Governor  Call,  and  might  be  wil- 
ling to  be  employed  in  the  contemplated  expedition  agsintt 
the  Seminole  Indians.  You  will  please  to  correspond  with 
Governor  Call  on  this  subject,  and  if  he  should  de^re  it,  I 
would  thank  you  to  ^'aise  a  small  corps  of  this  defcrption, 
not  exceeding  two  or  three  hundred,  and  send  ibem 
to  Florida.  They  may  be  paid  and  organized  as  volun- 
teers, but  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of  some 
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while  man,  well. acquainted  with  them,  and  who  hwKheir 
confidence.  It  is  presumed  that  enough  young  men  would 
be  willing  to  go,  without  requiring  their  families  to  be  re- 
tained in  Alabama  until  their  return.  This  measure  of  re- 
taining Indian  families  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  the  immC' 
diate  removal  of  the  Indians  seems  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary. Very  respectfully,  &c. 

•«L.  CASS. 
«« Major  Gen.  T.  3.  Jesup, 

"  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama.'' 

About  the  commencement  of  the  Indian  hostilities  in 
Florida,  a  band  of  90  friendly  Indians  was  received  into 
the  service  by  Captain  Belton,  the  commanding  officer  at 
Tampa  bay,  as  seen  by  his  letter  of  the  7tb  of  January, 
1836;  but  no  rolls  of  them  have  been  received,  and  it  is 
not  known  for  what  time  they  were  so  employed ;  it  is  pre- 
snmed  not  long,  however. 

On  the  recommendation  of  General  Jesup,  made  on  the 
17th  Jane  last,  that  a  thousand  Northern  Indian  warriors 
should  be  engaged  to  take  the  place  of  the  Creek  regiment 
which  was  about  to  be  discharged,  the  present  Secretary  of 
War  took  measures,  on  the  25«h  of  July,  to  call  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  that  force,  to  be  composed  as 
IbllowB : 
Delawarea,     -  .  .  .  .     200 

Shawnees,     -  -  -  -  .    400 

Sacs  and  Fozea,         ....     100 
KIcapoos,       .  .  .  .  .100 

Choctawa,     ^  -  -  >  -    200 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  Major  General  Scott, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1836,  called  on  Colonel  Hogan, 
(ha  a^ent  for  the  Creeks,  to  obtain  from  that  nation  five 
hundred  warriors,  to  serve  against  the  Seminoles;  but 
owins  to  delays  and  difficulties  not  within  the  Generars 
control,  they  were  not  raised. 

The  orders,  instructions,  and  correspondence  having 
reference  to  this  subject,  are  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
iiroffl  1  to  17,  inclusive.  Respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  Major  Gen  I, 

Commanding  in  Chief. 
Hon,  J.  R.  PotwsvTT,  Sec*y  of  War, 

No.  1. 

FOAT  MlTCHKLL, 

Creek  Agenei/y  Feb.  1,  1836. 
Mt  nsAm  Gkhbral  :  I  have  this  day  received  a  letter 
from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy,  from  which  I  have  learned  that  you  are 
again  in  the  field,  and  that  the  important  duty  of  subduing 
the  Scmiuoles  has  been  assigned  to  yon,  and  that  I  am  or- 
dprcif  to  report  myself  to  you,  and  receive  and  carry  into 
eflect  such  instructions  as  you  may  give  me.     Now,  this 
is  all  news  to  me,  and  is  perfect  Hebrew,  unless  the  De- 
partment meant,  in  a  modest  way,  to  say  to  me.  Take  a 
thoiisaiul  of  your  Creek  Indians  and  repair  to  Florida,  and 
aid  General  Scott   to  subdue  these    rascally  Seminoles. 
Jf  this  was  their  view,  why  not  say  so  at  once,  and  you 
should,  in  a  very  short  time,  have  me  again  along  side.of  you, 
tugging  at  the  old  oar.     I  have  n(mloubt  but  that  I  could, 
in  ten  days,  raise  you  1,000  warriors,  and  be  on  the  march 
10  join  J  oar  army ;  and,  in  as  many  more  days,  be  with 
you;  ail  tha.t  is  necessary  is  an  order  to  that  effect.    But  the 
Secretary  fleems  to  think  the  Creek  Indians  are  hostile. 
This  is  not  the  fact ;  although  some  liltie  skirmishing  has 
taken  place,  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  river,  and  some  few 
lires  have  been  lost  on  both  sides ;  but  a  peace  has  been 
effixted  here  to-day  between  two  militia  general  officers, 
from  Georgia,  and  the  chiefs ;  and  an  agreement  has  been 
signed  by  all  the.  chiefs  present.     I  was  fifty  miles  below 
here  night  before  last,  and,  hearing  of  these  murders,  I 
came  up  yesterday,  and  to-day  effected  this  peace,  which 


I  hope  and  trust  will  last  at  least  until  we  can  get  them 
out  of  the  country.  I  am  using  every  exertion  to  efiect 
this  object,  and  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  be  successful,  in 
a  measure,  in  the  course  of  this  spring.  A  report  is  going 
the  rounds  of  the  public  papers,  that  a  large  body  of  the 
Creeks  have  joined  the  Seminoles ;  this,  you  may  rely  on, 
is  incorrect.  I  have  recently  visited  all  the  lower  towns, 
and  there  is  none  of  their  people  absent ;  and  you  may 
rely  on  it  that,  including  all  the  stragglers  that  may  have 
joined  the  Seminoles  during  the  last  summer,  they  cannot 
exceed  one  hundred  in  all ;  but  I  am  told  that  they  are  re- 
inforced by  a  number  of  runaway  negroes,  who  are  decided- 
ly the  mQst  active,  keen,  and  intelligent  fellows  amongst 
them.  Whatever  their  strength  was  before  this  war,  their 
reinforcements  cannot  exceed  three  or  four  hundred,  of 
every  description. 

In  relation  to  the  Creeks,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  their  services,  or  in  depending  on  them  after 
they  were  procured.  Whether,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, the  Government  would  be  wilting  to  employ  them 
against  the  Seminoles,  is  more  than  I  can  say ;  but,  if 
they  should,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  as 
many  as  you  might  choose  to  muster  into  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  friend,  dec., 
JNO.  B.  HOGAN, 
Superintendent  Creek  removal. 

Major  General  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  in  Florida. 

Wae  Dbpartxbvt, 
Washington,  January  SI,  1886. 
Sia :  Major  General  Scott  has  been  directed  to  assume 
the  general  direction  of  operations  in  Florida.  Recent  in- 
telligence has  led  to  the  belief  that  the  Creeks  have  active- 
ly joined,  or  intend  to  join,  the  Seminole  Indians  in  their 
hostilities.  Should  sueh  prove  to  be  the  case.  General 
Scott  has  orders  to  reduce  the  Creek  Indians,  as  well  as 
the  Seminoles,  to  unconditional  submission.  In  this  event, 
you  will  please  to  report  yourself  to  him,  and  communi- 
cate to  him  all  the  instructions  and  information  in  your 
possession  respecting  the  views  of  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Creek  Indians.  You  will 
also  carry  into  effect  such  instructions  on  this  matter  as  he 
may  give  you. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Qpl.  John  B.  Hosan,  Columbus,  Ga. 

No.  2. 

Tallahassbk,  FLoaivA, 

March  7,  1836. 

Deab  sia :  Major  Flournoy  and  Mr.  Watson»  of  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia,  who  will  hand  you  this  letter,  has  ap- 
plied to  me  to  receive  into  the  service  200  Indians  that  he 
has  conditionally  engaged.  It  is  a  matter  over  which  I 
have  no  authority,  and  accordingly  have  referred  him  to 
you.  If,  as  I  presume  will  be  the  case,  the  Indians  shall 
betake  themselves  to  hammocks  and  swamps,  and  seek  for 
safety  there,  those  Indians  may  prove  highly  serviceable 
in  discovering  their  retreat;  besides,  as  in  war  limes  neigh- 
boring tribes  are  not  disposed  to  be  inactive,  they  may  join 
the  enemy  if  you  refuse  to  take  them  into  your  service.  I 
should  think,  therefore,  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  au- 
thorize those  gentlemen  to  bring  thom  to  Tampa.  The 
Chattahoochie  river  being  now  in  fine  order,  they  could 
very  soon  be  transported  in  a  steamboat  to  Tampa  bay. 

I  have  no  news  either  from  the  army  or  elsewhere.  Our 
difference  with  France  is  adjusted,  without  war  and  with- 
out apology. 

In  this  Territory  horses,  nor  supplies  for  them,  could  be 
procured ;  accordingly,  one-half,  say  800,  were  sent  to 
Tampa  bay,  under  Major  Read.     About  200  are,  or  soon 
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will  be,  on  the  frontier  about  the  Suwannpe,  to  guard 
against  thoM  marauding  straying  parties  that  may  attempt 
any  mischief  there. 

With  great  respect, 

J.  H.  EATON. 
Gen.  WurriELi)  Scott. 

No.  3. 

HKADaVARTSRS  ArMT  OF  FlOK1DA| 

Ordkr  No.  13.  Fort  Drane,  March  14,  1836. 

General  Thomas  Woodward,  of  Macon  county,  Alaba- 
ma, is  authorized,  aided  by  Majors  J.  U.  Watson  and  W. 
B.  Fiournoy,  to  accept  the  services  of  any  five  hundred 
Creek  wairiors,  lo  be  employed  as  auxiliaries  in  the  pres- 
ent war  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  Should  General 
Woodward  decline  taking  the  command  of  these  friendly 
Indians,  Major  Watson,  assisted  by  Major  Fiournoy,  will 
take  the  command  of  them. 

The  United  States  agents  in  the  Creek  nation  will  give 
nwy  iaeilitj  in  raising  and  despatching  the  auxiliary  force 
mentioned  above.  The  force  will  proceed,  by  water,  from 
the  Creek  country  to  Tampa  bay,  where,  on  its  arrival,  it 
will  be  reported  to  any  general  or  colonel  who  may  be  in 
command  in  that  quarter. 

Commissions,  of  course,  cannot  be  granted  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  may  be  employed  with  this  force;  but  the 
commander  will  be  consider^  as  having  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  the  next  officer  the  rank  of  major,  and  the 
third  that  of  captain.  Should  more  officers  be  requisite, 
one  or  two  lieutenants  will  be  recognised  ;  btft  this  will  be 
a  subject  for  future  determination. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

No.  4. 
War  DiPARTMXKT,  April  12,  1686. 
Sin :  I  enclose  herewith  an  extract  of  a  letter  received 
from  Colonel  Hogan,  together  with  a  copy  of  one  this  day 
addressed  to  him. 

As  my  views  are  fully  expressed  In  the  letter  to  Colonel 
Hogan,  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Major  General  Scott,  Fori  King,  Florida. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  B.  Hogan  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated 

TasKEoxB,  March  28,  1836. 
Sir:  At  this  council  Mr.  John  H.  Watson,  the  same 
young  man  who  commenced  all  the  late  disturbances  at 
Columbus,  by  attacking  a  party  of  Creeks  below  Fort 
Mitchell,  in  which  affair  two  white  men  were  killed  ;  this 
Mr.  Watson  came  on  the  ground  with  a  piece  of  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  an  order  recently  issued  by  Ma- 
jor General  Scott,  authorizing  General  Woodward,  of  this 
place,  who  is  one  of  the  new  batch  of  emigrating  contract- 
ors, to  accept  the  services  of  any  500  Creek  Indians,  as 
volunteers.  General  W.  declined  making  any  efforts  to 
nrtse  volunteers,  by  stating  that  it  was  a  well-known  fact 
that  he  had  no  influence  with  the  Indians,  but  if  they  were 
ruised,  aiul  no  better  man  could  be  found,  he  would  go 
with  them ;  but,  aa  far  as  I  could  understand  his  open 
declarations,  he  appeared  to  disapprove  altogether  of  the 
project,  as  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  retard  emigra- 
tion. Mr.  Watson,  who  appears  to  be  a  wild,  rash,  in- 
considerate young  man,  insisted  that  I  was  bound  to  raise 
the  warriors.  I  referred  him  to  Captain  Page,  as  a  mili- 
tary officer,  and  who  was  acting  as  superintendent,  but  he 
aeeised  to  think  that  a  word  or  two  from  me  would  induce 
the  chiefii  to  jump  at  the  offer.  In  the  mean  time  t  con- 
sulted Captain  Page,  who  was  decidedly  opposed  to  aend- 
ing  Indians  under  the  orders  of  such  a  man,  and,  indeed, 
aeemed  to  disapprove  of  it.     I  also  consulted  with  Opoth* 


leoholo,  who  said  he  did  not  want  his  people  to  eoga^  in 
any  such  war  at  present;  that  he  was  anxious  to  get  off  for 
the  West;  but  if  the  Secretary  of  war  wanted  his  people  to 
go,  he  did  not  wish  them  to  go  with  men  he  did  know, 
and  of  course  had  no  confidence  in.  Other  chiefs  told  me 
the  same  thing.  Mr.  Watson  continued  to  follow  me 
about,  and  insistmg  that  I  must  get  him  Indtaos  to  go ; 
and  at  last  he  became  rude  and  oflfensive.  I  then  cut  him 
short,  by  telling  him  if  he  had  any  communicattons  to 
make  me,  to  do  it  in  writing,  and  I  would  in  the  same 
manner  reply.  I  also  consulted  the  emigrating  eontnct- 
ors,  who  I  had  reason  to  think  were  pushing  on  Wataon, 
and  ashed  them,  if  the  Indian  warriors  were  raised,  if  they 
would  give  me,  from  under  their  hands,  a  relinqnichment 
of  any  claim  they  might  hereafler  choose  to  prefer  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  those  Indians  being  carried  to  Flor- 
ida. They  said  they  would  not  g^ve  any  relinqoisbment, 
but  the  Indians  might  go  if  the  War  Department  reqcuTed 
their  services. 

Whatever  inclination  I  might  have  to  obey  General 
Scott's  orders,  and  certainly  there  is  no  officer  I  have  ever 
served  under  that  I  more  highly  love  and  respect,  and 
whose  orders  at  all  times  aAbrded  me  more  pleesore  to 
obey,  yet,  in  the  present  instance,  I  have  deemed  it  most 
prudent  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  you.     I  can  easily 
perceive  General  Scott'a    situation  when  he  gave  that 
order  to  those  young  men,  Watson  and  Fiournoy,  who 
visited  him  at  Picolata,  and  no  doubt  made  a  display  of 
their  patriotism  and  popularity  among  the  Creeks,  and 
urged  the  General  to  give  them  an  order  to  bring  into  the 
field  600  Indians.    The  General  seeing  but  one  side,  sod 
being  pleased  with  their  spirit,  gave  the  order ;  yon  will 
see,  too,  that  the  order  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  en- 
close) does  not  embrace  an  order  on  the  commissariat  or 
quartermaster  generars  department  for  subeistence  and 
transportation,  or  on  the  ordnance  department  for  arms,  or 
their  being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stttea, 
nor  was  it  personally  addressed  to  Captain  Page  or  myaelf, 
or  would  Mr.  Wateon  vouch  that  it  was  a  correct  copy  of 
General  Scott's  order,  as  he  wrote  it,  he  said,  from  mem- 
ory.    If  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  500  Creek  warriors  en- 
gage in  this  war,  I  have  but  little  douht  they  can  be  oblsin- 
ed,  if  proper  persons  are  sent  to  command  them,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  either  Mr.  Watson  or  Mr.  Fiournoy  are  the 
right  sort  of  persons  to  be  charged  with  anch  a  command. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of  either,  but  I  shonld 
think  they  lack  the  other  requiaites  of  a  commander,  vii : 
piudence,  temper,  caution,  and  experience.     If,  however, 
you  wish  the  order  complied  with,  it  ahall  he  attempted 
and  enforced  as  far  as  my  inflaence  will  go.     In  my 
first  communication  to  General   Scott,  I  made  a  tender 
of  my  services,  should  he  require  Indians  in  this  cam- 
paign ;  not  having  heard  from  him,  I  presumed  the  Depart- 
ment would  sanction  the  employment  of  them,  and  thottght 
no  more  on  the  subject.     If,  however,  I  am  mistaken,  I 
again  tender  my  services  to  go  as  commander  of  such  a 
body  as  the  Department  may  order.     A  matter  of  that  loit 
is  much  more  to  my  taste  than  the  duties  now  assigned  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 
^  JOHN  B.  HOGAN 

Honi  Lewis  Cass. 

No.  6. 
Wah  Depaktxxvt,  Apr^  1%  1886. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  S8th  ultimo. 
With  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  Creek  Indians  un- 
der the  orders  of  General  Scott,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  yoa 
any  definite  instructions.  I  would  rather  that  the  campaigD 
should  be  brought  to  a  successful  termination  without  ibe 
aid  of  the  Creek  Indians.  Still,  if  from  the  nature  of  the 
operations,  this  cannot  be  done  without  sacrificing  our  own 
troops  to  the  ui^ealthfulness  of  the  climate  in  the  sickly 
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.  teaion  of  the  year^  the  DepartmeDt  will  consent  to  have  a 
corps  of  these  Indians  raised,  if  they  are  wilUog  to  be  so 
employed.  Bat  the  time  which  has  intervened  since  the 
suthority  given  by  General  Scott  on  this  sabject,  and  the 
great  changes  which  may  have  occurred  in  the  sute  of 
things  in  Florida^  render  it  inexpedient  to  give  directions 
hers  to  have  any  measures  taken.  I  think  it  is  best  that  yoa 
sboQld  explain  to  the  Creeks  the  views  of  General  Scott, 
in  relation  to  the  employment  of  these  yoang  men,  and  re- 
quest them  to  have  in  readiness  the  force  which  he  required 
to  be  called  out,  should  General  Scott  again  renew  the  re- 
quisition. In  the  mean  time  I  shall  communicate  these 
views  to  General  Scott,  and  refer  to  his  own  discretion  the 
course  which  shall  be  taken. 

I  have  to  request  your  zealous  co-operation  in  whatever 
measares  General  Scott  may  think  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Hooaw.  Columbus,  Georgia. 

No.  6. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Major  General  Thomas  S,  Jesup  to 
the  Hon,  B.  F.  Butler,  {Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,) 
dated 

•«  Fort  Dadx,  March  7,  1837. 
**  When  the  Indian  regiment  was  raised  in  the  Creek 
country  for  service  in  Florida,  it  was  distinctly  understood 
by  them,  as  well  as  by  me,  that  they  were  to  be  allowed  to 
Rturn  to  Alabama  in  time  to  remove  to  the  country  as- 
tigoed  to  them  in  the  west  of  the  Misossippi,  before  the 
season  for  planting  their  corn.     I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  retain  them  in  service  up  to  this  time,  and  it  is  important 
that  they  remain  until  the  Seminoles  remove.     Had  they 
left  me  on  the  1st  of  February,  according  to  the  assurances 
giveu  to  them,  I  must  have  called  into  service  at  least  two 
regiments  of  militia  or  volunteers,  to  have  taken  their  places, 
at  a  heavy  expense ;  besides,  there  would  have  been  much 
loss  of  time  in  discharging  the  Indians,  and  bringing  into 
service  the  militia.     From  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
circomsCances  in  which  1  found  myself,  as  well  as  from  the 
situation  of  the  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  in 
which  we  were  operating,  I  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
soood  policy,  as  well  as  considerations  of  economy,  made 
it  proper  to  retain  the  Indian  force.     To  induce  them  to 
remain,  I  assured  them  that  if  they  should  be  detained  be- 
yond the  planting  season,  the  United  States  would  not-only 
subsist  them  for  twelve  months  after  their  arrival  West, 
but,  in  addition  to  that  period,  until  the  time  of  gathering 
their  crops  next  year.     By  the  arrangement  which  I  have 
made  with  them,  a  considerable  sum  will  be  saved  to  the 
Treasury  in  the  end,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Bepartment" 

No.  7. 
WAiil)iPAaTif  EHT,  March  27,  1837. 
Sim :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  respecting  the  further  continuance  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Creek  warriors  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  reasons  given  by  you  for  adopting  this  measure  are 
entirely  satisfactory,  and  the  Department  therefore  approves 
it,  and  will  carry  into  effect  the  assurances  which  you  have 
given  those  Indians  respecting  their  subsistence  after  their 
anival  at  their  homes  in  the  West. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  II.  POINSETT. 
Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  S.  Jssup, 

Fort  Dade,  Garey's  Ferry,  Florida, 

No.  8. 
War  DBFARTMSirT,  July  22,  1887. 
Sim  :  It  having  been  deemed  advisable  to  employ  a  body 
of  Irieiidly  Indians  to  aid  in  the  operations  against  the  Sem- 


inoles of  Florida  during  the  next  campaign,  you  are  requi- 
red to  endeavor  to  engage  for  this  service  four  hundred 
Shawnees,  two  hundred  Delawares,  and  one  hundred 
Kickapoos,  to  be  selected  from  the  most  intelligent  of  those 
best  affected  towards  the  United  States.  You  will  repre* 
sent  to  them  that  they  will  be  divided  into  bands  of  fifQr 
each,  including  the  individual  who  may  have  the  command 
of  each  band,  and  who  will  be  selected  by  those  composing 
the  bands  out  of  their  own  number.  The  compensation  ^ 
these  Indians  for  six  months'  service  will  be  as  follows  :  to 
the  chief  of  each  hand  four  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars, 
and  to  all  others,  each  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 
Besides  this  pay,  they  will  be  subsisted  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  assure  them  that 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  give  them,  should  they  desire 
it,  the  same  kind  of  ration  which  they  now  receive ;  and 
that  should  any  of  the  Indians  thus  engaged,  die  or  be  killed 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  the  amount  of  pay 
which  may  be  due  them  for  the  six  months'  service  will  be 
given  to  their  families. 

These  Indians  will  be  armed  with  their  own  rifles  and 
implements,  so  far  as  they  possess  them,  and  those  who 
may  not  have  them  of  their  own  will  be  furnished  by  the 
United  States,  the  cost  of  which  to  be  deducted  from  their 
pay.  Each  band  will  select  its  own  interpreter,  who  will 
he  enrolled  and  will  compose  one  of  the  fifty.  The  com- 
pensation of  each  inter|'reter,  for  the  six  moctha'  service, 
will  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  enrolment  and  organi- 
zation of  this  force  should  be  completed  suffieiently  early  to 
admit  of  its  transportation  to  Tampa  bay,  Florida,  by  the 
middle  of  October  next  at  lateat.  In  the  duty  of  enrolling 
and  organizing,  you  will  be  assisted  by  one  or  more  officers 
of  the  army,  who  will  join  you  at  the  proper  time  for  the 
purpose,  and  who,  when  this  duly  shall  have  been  complet- 
ed, will  take  charge  of  the  Indiana,  and  conduct  them  in 
transports  on  their  way  to  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Major  R.  W.  Cdmmivs, 

Fort  LeavenuHfrth,  Missouri. 

[Same  to  Captain  William  Armstrong,  substituting  for 
the  names  and  numbers  of  the  tribes,  two  hundred  Choc- 
taws. 

Same  to  General  J.  M.  Street,  substituting  for  the  names 
and  numbers  of  the  tribes,  one  hundred  Sacs  and  Foxes.] 

No.  9. 
Extract  from  a  letter  to  Major  General  Thomas  &  Jesup. 
«•  WAm  DzvABTxaiTT,  July  1,  1887. 
«  Meaaures  have  been  taken  to  obt^n  the  Indian  force 
you  have  recommended,  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  thousand 
warriors  will  be  at  Tampa  in  time  to  co-operate  with  the 
regulars  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  :  say  two 
hundred  Delawares,  four  hundred  Shawnees,  one  hundred 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  one  hundred  Kickapooa,  and  two  hundred 
ChocUws ;  making  in  all  one  thousand  warriors." 

No.  10.  • 

War  DaPAaTxxirT,  Auguet  1,  1637. 
Sim :  I  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  instructions 
that  have  been  issued  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  an 
Indian  force  during  the  next  cagipaign  in  Florida. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R,  POINSETT. 
Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jbsvf, 

Garey*s  Ferry,  Florida. 

No.  11. 
War  DxPARTxaVT,  Augu^  8,  1837. 
Sim  :  Major  Brant,  quartermaster  at  St.  Louis,  has  been 
initnioted  to  turn  over  to  yon  the  sum  of  three  thouaaad 
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tlollara,  which  is  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  engpa- 
ging  the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  Kickapuos,  and  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians,  for  service  in  Florida. 

These  expenses  will  comprise  those  necessarily  incurred 
by  the  agent  in  assembling  the  Indians  at  some  proper 
point,  the  cost  of  their  subsistence  while  there,  until  they 
shall  have  been  regularly  enrolled  and  organized  into  com- 
paniea  and  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  such  clothing  as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of. 
Payments  for  these  objects  will  be  made  upon  accounts  cer- 
tified by  the  agent  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  the  Indians 
together.  Of  ihe  sum  mentioned,  you  will  place  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Bean,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  clothing  the  Shawnees,  Delawares, 
and  Kickapoos,  and  the  remainder  you  will  take  charge  of, 
and  pay  the  expenses  incident  to  the  assembling  of  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Lieut.  Bx^j.  Pools,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

No.  12. 
Wak  DxPARTUsiTT,  August  8,  1837. 

SiB  :  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incident 
to  assembling  the  Choctaw  Indiana  required  for  service  in 
Florida,  for  subsisting  them  till  they  shall  have  have  been 
enrolled,  organized,  and  regularly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  providing  them  with  such  ar- 
ticles of  clothing  as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of,  the 
assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Gibson,  has  been  iostrucled 
to  place  in  your  hands  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 
You  will  make  the  payments  for  the  above  objects,  and  for 
such  other  expenses  as  the  agent  may  necessarily  incur,  on 
accounts  cert^ed  by  the  agent  whose  duty  it  is  to  assemble 
the  Indians. 

With  respect  to  arms  for  such  of  these  Indians  as  may 
not  have  them,  these  will  be  supplied  from  the  arsenal  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana ;  at  which  place,  in  transporting 
the  Indians  to  Now  Orleans,  you  will  stop,  fur  the  purpose 
of  providing  the  Indians  with  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Capt.  Bcxj.  L.  £.  BoirKKTiLLa, 

U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Gibson,  Ark. 

No.  13. 

Wah  Departmkitt,  August  9,  1837. 

Sir  :  Captains  Gordon  and  Bean  have  been  selected *to 
assist  you  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  engaging  the 
Shawnees,  Delawares,  and  Kickapoos,  for  service  in  Flor- 
ida, imposed  upon.yott  by  my  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and 
to  take  charge  of  those  Indians  and  conduct  them  to  Flori- 
da, when  they  shall  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Measures  have  lieen  taken  for  placing  in  the  hands  of 
Captains  Gordon  and  Bean,  such  an  amount  of  funds  as 
will,  it  is  supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be 
nectary  to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered. 
These  expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  consist  of 
those  incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  the  Indians  at 
one  point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  «uch  arti- 
cles of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render 
them  comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on 
their  part  towards  the  United  States.  Accounts  for  these 
objects  will  be  paid  by  Captains  Gordon  and  Bean,  on  your 
certificate;  and  I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  expenditures, 
you  will  be  prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circumstances 
will  permit. 

Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  either  tribes  named,  yon  will  ui«  your  discretion  in 
making  up  the  deficiency  from  one  or  both  of  the  others  ; 
and  should  the  number  of  each  tribe  which  you  may  pre- 


vail upon  to  enter  the  service,  fall  short  of  that  wqaind, 
you  will  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  from  other 
tribes,  being  careful  to  employ  those  who  would  serve  with 
the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  and  Kickapoos,  withoat  danger 
of  difficulty  from  dissensioiui  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Major  R.  W.  Cvxhtitb,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Minouri» 

No.  U. 
War  Defartmeht,  Augusts,  1837. 

Sib:  Lieutenant  Poole  has  been  -  selected  to  assift  joa 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  engaging  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  for  service  in  Florida,  imposed  upon  you  by  my  let- 
ter of  the  22d  mitimo,  and  to  take  charge  of  those  Indians 
and  conduct  them  to  Florida,  when  they  shall  have  beea 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  the  haod«  of 
Lieutenant  Poole  such  an  amount  of  funds  ss  will,  it  is 
supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be  nercsfary 
to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered.  These 
expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  consist  of  those 
incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  the  Indians  at  one 
point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  such  articles 
of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render  them 
comforuble,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on  their 
part  towards  the  United  States.  Accounts  for  these  objects 
will  be  paid  by  Lieutenant  Poole,  on  your  certificate ;  and 
I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  eicpenditures,  yoo  will  be 
prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  Sacs  and  Foxes,  you  will  endeavor  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  from  some  other  tribe,  being  carefal,  howeTer, 
in  engaging  those  who  would  harmonize  in  feeling  with  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  serve  with  them  without  danger  of 
difficulty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Gen.  J.  M.  Strbkt, 

To  the  care  of  Gen.  Wm.  Clark,  Sf.  Ljuii,  Hftuouri. 

No.  15. 
War  Dkpartmert,  August  9,  1837. 

Sir  :  Captain  Bonneville  baa  been  selected  to  assist  yoo 
in  the  performance  of  the  doty  of  engaging  the  Cboctawa 
for  service  in  Florida,  imposed  upon  you  by  my  letter  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  and  to  take  charge  of  those  Indians  and 
conduct  thetn  to  Florida  when  they  shall  have  been  moa- 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  the  hands  of 
Captain  Bonneville  such  an  amount  of  funds  as  will,  it  is 
supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be  necessary 
to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered.  These 
expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  consist  of  those 
incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  the  Indians  al  one 
point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  such  articles 
of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render  them 
comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on  their 
part  towards  the  United  States.  Accounts  for  these objecU 
will  be  paid  by  Captain  Bonneville,  on  your  certificate; 
and  I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  expenditures,  you  will 
be  prudenl,  and  as  economical  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  Choctnws,  you  will  endeavor  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency from  some  other  tribe ;  being  careful,  however,  in 
engaging  those  who  would  harmonize  in  feeling  with  the 
Choctaws,  and  serve  with  them  without  danger  o(  diffifol' 
ty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.   R.  POINSETT. 

Captain  William  Arxstroito, 

Choctaw  Agency,  Arkanms, 
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Unpaid  Duties,  4-c^ 
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No.  16. 
War  Difartxsht,  Aiigu*t9,  1837. 
8im :  In  the  instractiona  to  Major  CummiDa,  whom  yoc 
are  to  aaaiat  in  engaging  the  Saca  and  Foxea  required  for 
serrice  in  Florida,  he  ia  told  that  thoae  Indiana  who  may 
not  have  the  neceasary  arma  and  accoutremenia  will  be 
provided  with  them  by  the  United  Siatea;  and  I  have  now 
t»  inform  you  that  these  will  be  aupplied  at  Bt.  Lonia,  on 
your  arrival  there  with  the  Indiana  on  your  way  to  Florida. 
Very  reapectfally,  your  moat  obedient  aervant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Lieut.  Bevj.  L.  E.  Pools, 

St,  Louis,  Missouri. 

No.  17. 
War  Dbpartmeitt,  August  9,  1837. 
Gbntlbxbh:  In  the  instructions  to  Major  Cummins, 
whom  you  are  to  assist  in  engaging  the  Shawnces,  Dela- 
wares,  and  Kickapoos,  required  fur  service  in  Florida,  he 
is  told  that  those  Indians  who  may  not  have  the  necessary 
arms  and  accoutrements  will  be  provided  with  them  by  the 
Uoited  States;  and  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  these 
will  be  supplied  at  St.  Louis,  on  your  arrival  there  with 
the  Indians  on  your  way  to  Florida. 
Very  rcspectfulljr,  your  most  obedient  servant,^ 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Captains  William  Gordozt  and 

J.  L.  Bbav,  Fort  Leaventvorth,  Mo» 


UNPAID  DUTIES,  &c. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  20/A  of  September,)  with  state- 
ments in  relation  to  the  amount  of  unpaid  duties,  ^c. 
September  2\,  1837.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

Trkisurt  Dkpartmext, 

September  n,  1837. 
Sjm :  The  following  report  is  submitted  in  compliance 
with  a  readntion  passed  on  the  20th  instant,  in  these 
words: 

**  Reaoked,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House,  statements  of  the  amount 
of  duties  unpaid  which  accrued  before  the  end  of  the  first 
half  of  the  present  year,  and  when  payable  ;  of  the  amount 
then  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when 
payable ;  of  the  data  on  which  the  accruing  revenues  for 
the  last  half  of  the  present  year  were  founded. 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  the  annexed  statement  is 
exhibited,  as  being  the  most  accurate  which  can  be  furnish- 
ed from  materials  now  in  possession  of  the  Department, 
concerning  the  <<  amount  of  duties  unpaid  which  accrued 
before  the  end  of  the  fir  A  halfof  the  present  year,  and  when 
payable."  (A) 

The  next  statement  (B)  shows  <<  the  amount  then  due 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when  payable." 

The  last  statement  (C)  contains  the  information  desired 
in  the  last  inquiry,  as  to  « the  data  on  which  the  accruing 
revenues  for  the  last  half  of  the  present  year  were  founded." 
This  statement  is  prepared  on  the  supposition  that,  by 
the  expression  ''accruing  revenues,"  is  here  meant  Uie 
revenues  estimated  in  the  report  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cession,  as  likely  to  be  actually  received  **  for  the  last 
half  of  the  present  year."  Because  the  Department  has 
not  made  nor  submitted  any  estimate  of  the  revenues, 
which  may  accrue  in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  and  not  be 
then  payable.  Much  of  those  then  accruing  will  not  be 
payable,  or  received  till  another  year,  and  the  amount  is 
not,  therefore,  usually  exhibited  in  reports  on  the  finances 
of  an  earlier  date,  and  did  not  seem  material  to  be  exhibit- 


ed in  that  which  I  had  recently  the  honor  to  submit  to 
Congress.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Jaxbs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  cf  Representatives. 

A. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  statement  required  under  this 
head  is  wished  to  embrace  only  the  bonds  for  revenue  ac- 
cruing in  the  first  half  of  the  year  A.  D.  1S37,  which 
were  unpaid  at  the  end  of  that  half  year ;  otherwise,  it 
would  include  all  the  bonds  in  previous  years  that  then 
remained  unpaid;  and  which,  from  insolvencies,  suits, 
and  other  causes,  are  large  in  amount ;  and  the  times  when 
payable,  very  difficult  to  be  either  asceruined,  estimated, 
or  described,  with  accuracy. 

The  following  exhibit,  compiled  from  the  returns  in  the 
ofl'ice  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  furnisl^s  the  fullest 
and  most  accurate  data  on  this  subject  which  are  now  in 
this  Department. 

Such  of  thoso  bonds  as  were  not  put  in  suit,  have  gen- 
erally been  postponed  till  the  Ist  of  October. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  custom-house  bonds  delivered 
to  district  attorneys  for  suit,  from  1st  January,  1 837, 
to  30th  June,  1837,  as  returned  to  the  Solieiior^s  office. 

IH    niSTBICT    NOmTH    O?    HEW    TOHK. 

From  Ist  January  to  lOlh 

May,  1837         -  -     $29,130  77 

From   10th   May   to   30th 

June      -  -  -     206,412  23 

$235,543  00 

HBW    TOBK. 

From  1st  Jannary  to  10th 

May       -  .  .     118,434  29 

From    lOlh    May    to  30th 

June      .  -  .  1,283,274  92 


1,401,709  21 


SOUTH  OP  VZW  TOItK. 

From  1st  Jannary  to  10th 

May      -  -  -       13,989  39 

From  1 0th    May    to    30th 

June      -  -  .  -     588,393  04 


552,363  26 


Aggregate 


-$2,199,636  47 


From  1st  January  to  lOlh 

May      -  -  -      161,554  38 

From  10th    May    to   30th 

June      -  -  -2,028,081  09 


-$2,189,635  47 


B.  • 

Due  by  the  United  States  Bank  on  account  of  the  stock 
owned  by  the  United  States,  and  the  navy  pension  fund, 
$7,946,356  1 1 ;  payable  in  four  equal  annual  instalmeffis, 
of  $1,986,589  04,  in  September,  1837,  1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  with  interest  from  March  3d,  1836. 

Of  the  above  amount,  $74 1,561  28  is  on  account  of  the 
navy  pension  fund,  end  has  partly  been  paid,  and  the 
residue  will  bo.out  of  the  first  instalment,  when  received. 
It  is  a  portion  ^of  a  trust  fund,  and  not  applicable  to  gen- 
eral purposes. 

C. 

The  revenues  that  will   actually   lie   received   by   the 
Treasury  during  the  last  half  year  of  1837,  were  iu  August 
last  estimated  on  the  following  data : 
1st.  Those  from  lands  were  computed   at 

al^out  the  supposed  average  for  July  ond 
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August,  which  it  was  ascertained  and  ea* 

timated  would  not  be  far  from  #250,000 

per  month.  This  for  six  months  would  be  $1,500,000 
2d.  Those  from  miacellaneous  sources,  such 

as  interest  before  due  from  deposite  banks 

dec,  about         ....  200,000 

3d.  Those  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States,  applicable  to  public  purposes,  after 

deducting  from  the   first  instalment   on 

hand  the  sum  paid  and  due  to  the  Navj 

Department  for  the  pension  fund,  about  1,500,000 


$3,200,000 

These  items  and  amounts  were  deemed 
highly  probable,  and  were  independent  of 
any  course  the  Department  or  Congress 
might  adopt  as  to  the  postponement  of  bonds 
for  duties,  or  of  the  cash  duties. 

But  the  Department  having  postponed, 
and  authorized  to  be  postponed  till  October 
1st,  all  the  bonds  for  duties  which  fell  due 
before  that  date,  under  the  conditions  and 
terms  detailed  in  the  recent  report,  it  was 
fletimat«id  that  in  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, the  actual  receipts  for  duties  beyond, 
or  after  deducting  the  debentures  and  custom- 
bouse  expenses  payable  in  or  chargeable  to 
that  quarter  of  the  year,  would  not  much 
exceed       -----  300,000 

The  debentures  alone,  it  was  ascertained 
and  estimated,  would  amount  to  near  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars ;  and  so  large  a  part  of  the 
receipts  was  in  drafts  not  paid  by  the  bank?, 
and  which  could  not  be  paid  out  again  after 
being  reJeemed,  that  the  Department  was 
obliged  to  refund  money  from  former  col- 
lections to  meet  the  demands  on  account  of 
debentures  and  other  expenses. 

It  was  next  supposed  that  if  Congress 
postponed  till  the  Ist  of  January,  1838,  all 
the  bonds  due  on  the  Ist  October,  and  such 
as  might  fall  due  during  the  rest  of  the  year, 
the  actual  receipts  in  the  last  quarter,  from 
duties,  would  not  exceed  the  debentures  and 
expenaeaover        .  .  -  .        1,000,000 


This  wpuld  make  the  whole  receipts,  in 
the  last  half  of  the  year,  only         -  -      $4,500,000 

But  if  Congress  postponed  the  bonds  due  in  October,  as 
well  as  all  others  falling  due  within  the  year,  to  a  period 
of  six  months  from  the  time  they  originally  fell  due,  it 
was  supposed  that,  in  the  la&t  quarter,  the  actual  collec- 
tions from  them  would  lie  near  the  additional  sum  of 
$2,60(^000.  None  would  then  become  finally  due  till 
the  middle  of  November,  and  thence  to  the  end  of  the  year 
only  such  as  had  been  postponed  during  the  last  half  of 
May  and  the  month  of  June.  Of  these  it  was  expected 
that  a  considerable  portion  would  be  put  in  suit  and  not 
paid  within  1837.  This  would  make,  on  that  hypothesis, 
an  aggregate  of  receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year  of 
about  $7,000,000. 

But  if  Congress  should  make  no  further  postponement 
of  any  bonds  beyond  October  Ist,  it  was  computed  that 
the  additional  sum  collected  in  the  last  quarter,  instead  of 
$2,500,000,  would  be  about  $5,000,000.  It  was  sup- 
posed that,  in  such  an  event,  a  still  larger  proportion  of 
bonds  falling  due  during  the  quarter  would  be  put  in  suit 
and  not  collected  within  the  year.  This  would  constitute 
an  aggregate  of  actual  receipts  for  the  lust  half  of  the  year 
equal  to  about  $9,500,000. 

THiD  bonds  put  in  suit  in  the  third  quarter  arc  ascertain- 


ed and  computed  to  have  been  near  one-fifth  of  those  laU- 
ing  due,  and  the  expenses  of  the  cuitom-bouses  doting 
that  period  equalled  near  six  per  cent  on  the  gnMireveoQe, 
beside  the  large  sum  of  about  a  million  paid  back  for  de- 
bentures on  goods  reshipped  under  the  extnordinary  state 
of  the  commercial  world. 

During  the  fourth  quarter  it  was  considered  that  the  ex- 
penses would  be  similar  in  amount  and  the  debentum 
either  more  or  leas,  aa  the  bonds  for  duties  should  be  paid 
in  or  postponed  to  a  greater  or  leea  extent 


SAFE  KEEPING  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Loiter  from  the  Seeretarjf  of  the  Tretuury,  IraiumiUmg 
the  information  required  by  a  retohtion  of  the  Hou$e 
of  Repreaentativee  of  the  18/A  instant,  in  rdaiian  to 
the  methode  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  aaft 
keeping  of  the  pubUe  funde^  4"^.  Septev^  %Z, 
1837,  read  and  kUd  on  the  table, 

Tbxasubt  Dxpaxtmskt,  Stptember  ti,  1837. 
Sin:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  (he 
following  resolution,  passed  the  1 8th  instant  : 

«  Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  pnpire 
and  report  to  this  Mouse,  as  soon  aa  may  be,  a  statement 
showing  what  methods  have  been  adopted  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  funds,  since  the  first  organtxatioo  of 
the  Government  under  the  conatitulion ;  the  length  of  time 
that  each  method  has  been  in  use,  designating  the  several 
changes,  and  when  made ;  and  what  losses  under  each 
method  have  been  sustained  by  the  Treasury,  in  coDse- 
quence  of  defalcation  of  agents  or  ofiioers  so  intruited 
with  the  funds  for  safe- keeping." 

The  first  method  adopted  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  psb- 
lie  money  after  the  organization  of  the  Government  under 
the  present  constitution,  was  devised  and  directed  bj  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  appears  to  have  felt  em- 
powered to  do  this,  as  being  the  officer  invested  with  gen- 
eral superintendence  over  the  collection  and  disborseuieiit 
of  the  revenue.  No  law  pointed  out  any  specific  methml 
to  be  pursued,  but  it  was  merely  provided  by  the  id  of 
September  2,1789,  that  the  Threaaurttr should  "keep"  the 
public  money  and  «  disburse  the  same/' 

The  plan  selected  was  unlike  that  in  most  other  couiitrief, 
80  far  as  it  required  that  very  little  of  the  money  ahoold 
be  bept  by  the  Treasurer  himself,  at  the  aeat  of  Ooveni- 
ment,  and  in  his  personal  custody.     It  would,  however, 
teem,  from  a  report  to  the  House  of  Repreaentativea,  SSd 
j  May,  1794,  that  prior  to  that  date  small  sums  had  been  lo 
{  kept  by  him  occasionally.    Departing  from  the  generd  pnc- 
I  tice  abroad  in  some  other  respects,  the  Secretary  orderal 
I  most  of  the  money,  after  it  was  oollected,  to  be  paid  over 
j  to  several  bank  agents,  and  to  be  then  kept  as  well  si  dis- 
bursed through  them.     Some  of  these  were  located  Detrtnd 
some  at  a  distance  from  the  Treasurer  ;  but  they,  as  well  w 
the  collectors,  till  the  money  was  paid  over,  were  slwtyi 
regarded  as  representing  him  for  this  purpose,  be  ketiof 
the  money  by  them.     They  reporteil  regularly  to  him,  end 
acted  under  instructions  from  him  and  the  Secreiarj  of 
the  Treasury. 

Those  fiscal  agents  at  first  consisted  of  the  collertors  of 
customs,  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  some  l^anken 
abroad,  and  three  or  four  banking  institutions  at  home. 
No  receivers  of  money  from  the  sales  of  public  larnls  were 
then  in  existence.  The  method  was  to  have  the  coDecton 
to  keep  the  money  safely  till  it  could  be  lodged  in  some 
bank  situated  near,  which  the  Department  ahoold  select,  or 
till  it  could  be  transmitted  to-  the  Treasurer  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  or  be  paid  out  on  drafts  and  bills  drawn  on 
them  by  the  Department,  or  under  its  orders. 

The  number  of  banks  thus  selected  and  used  before  the 
first  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  is  supposed  to  have 
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been  only  four,  tiz:  the  Bank  of  North  America  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  Bank  of  New  York,  at  New  York,  the  Mas- 
•aehnaetts  Bank  at  Boston,  antl  the  Bank  of  Maryland  at 
Baltimore. 

No  losses  by  defelcation  or  otherwise  are  known  to  have 
occurred  ander  this  method. 

A  second  one  was  adop'ed  in  1791,  or  early  in  1792,  by 
using  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  branches,  where  situ- 
ated oonveoiently,  to  hold  a  part  of  the  deposites  in  common 
with  the  former  four  State  banks,  and  such  others  as  from 
time  to  time  were  considered  useful  for  this  purpose,  and 
accordingly  were  added  to  the  number.  But  there  was  no 
law  nor  any  provision  in  its  charter  requiring  this  course 
to  be  pursued.  In  181 1,  when  its  charter  expired,  that  in- 
stitution and  its  branches  held  only  about  two-thirds  of  the 
public  money  on  depositein  banks. 

The  residue  of  the  money  so  deposited  appears  to  have 
been  in  the  immediate  custody  of  eleven  State  banks.  (See 
report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, January  10,  1811,  table  C.) 

Under  the  above  method  some  losses  occurred  of  the 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  before  paid 
over  on  drafts  or  deposited  in  bank,  or  transmitted  to  the 
Treasurer. 

But  how  much  of  this  und  similar  defalcations  occurred, 
and  is  properly  chargeable  on  the  safe  keeping,  and  how 
much  on  the  collection  of  the  public  money,  cannot  be  dis- 
erinunated  on  the  books  of  the  Department,  and  must  be  a 
matter  of  opinion. 

It  IS  not  known  that  any  loss  happened  during  that  period 
by  the  follare  of  any  bank  depository. 

After  the  exp  ration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  United 
States  Bank,  in  181 1,  more  State  institutions  were  employ- 
ed, and  the  former  system  was  thus  modified,  until  the 
charter  of  a  second  United  States  Bank  in  1816. 

The  losses  under  this  system,  from  1811  to  1817,  vere 
very  inconsiderable,  except  by  delays  and  depreciations 
from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  No  direct  losses 
from  banks  during  that  period  appear  on  the  records  of  the 
Treasury.  The  third  method,  adopted  in  1816,  and  car- 
ried into  effect  in  1817,  was  the  first  specific  one  pointed 
ont  by  law.  The  act  of  Congress  incorporating  the  bank 
provided  that  the  public  money  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Sutes  and  its  branches  in  places  where  any 
should  be  located,  *<  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct/* 

It  was  left  to  he  implied  that,  in  other  places,  Sute  banks 
might  be  employed,  as  hail  previously  been  done,  when 
found  convenient.  But  no  express  legislative  direction  to 
thsLi  eflbct  was  given,  unless  the  provision  be  so  considered 
which  permitted  the  United  States  Bank,  under  the  appro- 
twtion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  select  and  use 
certain  Sute  banks  instead  of  establishing  branches.  Ac- 
cordingly, several  of  the  old  State  banks  were  continued  as 
public  depositories,  and  Jieveral  new  ones  were  from  time 
to  time  added,  till  1833,  when  the  deposites,  under  the 
power  reserved  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  were  gradually  remov- 
ed from  that  institution  and  iu  branches  to  several  State 
banks. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  1816  to  1883,  under  the  method 
then  in  use,  some  large  losses  occurred.  They  were 
chiefly  by  means  of  State  banks,  though  some  happened 
with  collectors  and  receivers,  while  the  money  was  in  their 
castody.  But,  as  before  remaiked,  these  last  cannot  be 
aeparmtely  ascertained  and  discriminated  from  the  losses  in 
collecting,  rather  than  keeping  the  revenue.  The  defalca- 
tiona  by  the  banks  during  that  period,  and  which  have  not 
since  been  collected,  amount  to  about  $1,100,000,  without 
computing  interest,  and  without  reckoning  any  incidental 
injuries  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  by  the 
oae  of  a  depredated  currency.  (See  supplemental  report, 
Vot.  XIV.— A  9 


December,  1834,  by  this  Department  to  Congress,   and 
Uble  B  B.) 

From  October,  1833,  to  July,  1836,  a  method  was  again 
adopted  of  using  State  banks  almost  exclusively,  under  the 
general  provisions  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  September  2, 
1789. 

During  that  period  no  losses  are  known  to  have  occurred 
by  banks,  except  on  a  deposits  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
in  this  District,  of  $27,518.  Of  that  sum,  about  $14,257 
have  since  been  paid,  and  most  of  the  residue  is  supposed 
to  be  secure. 

From  June,  1836,  to  May,  1837,  a  similar  method  was 
pursued,  except  that  its  terms  and  conditions  were  i^>ecially 
regulated  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  provisions  of  whioh 
are  well  known  to  the  House. 

This  last  mode,  as  already  reported  to  Congress  at  its 
present  session,  ceased,  by  operation  of  law,  during  the 
last  spring,  except  in  relation  to  five  or  six  depoeite  banks, 
which  have  continued  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie. 

The  direct  losses  sustained  under  it  appear  now  to  lie 
large.  But,  in  the  end,  as  recently  communicated  to  Con- 
gress, they  are  not  considered  as  likely  to  amount  to  any 
thing,  though  the  disappointments,  delays,  and  injuries 
under  it  must,  it  is  manifest,  in  scversl  cafes,  be  great. 
The  indirect  losses  to  the  public  creditors  and  contract- 
ors have  been  considerable,  and  are  difiScult  to  be  compu- 
ted. 

Since  last  May  the  method  adopted  has  been  to  use  those 
six  banks  to  the  amount  authorized  under  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  and  to  resort,  in  conformity  to  the  eighth  section  of 
that  act,  to  the  laws  before  in  force,  as  a  guide  for  keeping 
the  residue. 

As  stated  heretofore,  those  laws  required  the  Treasurer 
merely  to  Tceep  and  disburse  the  public  money ;  and  the 
course  has  been  since  pursued  of  employing  the  collecting 
officers,  subject  to  instructions  from  the  Treasury  and  this 
Department,  to  keep  the  funds  as  safely  as  possible  which 
they  collect,  till  placed  in  one  of  those  six  banks,  or  drawn 
for  expenditure,  or  till  they  can  be  transmitted  to  the  Trea- 
surer, or  till  Congress  make  new  regulaUons  on  the  sub- 
ject. These  officers  either  secure  them  in  iron  chests, 
safes,  and  vaults  of  their  own,  or  place  them  in  special  de- 
positein the  nearest  bank,  when  the  sums  are  very  large, 
and  their  present  means  for  the  safe-keeping  of  them  are 
inadequste. 

No  losses  under  this  method  have  yet  been  reported  or 
are  supposed  to  have  happened. 

It  must  be  obvious,  from  the  above  remarks,*  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  whoW  subject,  that  the  sUtement  oi  losses  sus- 
Uined  under  the  different  methods  in  use  at  different  pe- 
riods, has  been  confined  to  what  is  found  on  the  Treasury 
books  and  returns,  and  hence  to  only  the  direct  losses  of 
the  money  on  hand  after  it  is  placed  in  deposits. 

The  direct  losses  by  receivers  and  others  during  the  col- 
lection of  the  money,  and  during  its  continuance  in  their 
possession  before  paid  over  or  deposited,  constitute  a  dis- 
tinct inquiry,  as  well  as  the  direct  losses  by  merchants  on 
duty  bonds,  by  former  credits  given  to  others  on  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  and  by  deiaulu  of  disbursing  agents  aflft  the 
money  has  been  once  collected,  deposited,  and  again  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  placed  m  their  hands  for  the  pub- 
lic claimants  entitled  to  it.  None  of  these  seem  included 
in  the  purview  of  the  present  resolution,  and  it  would,  if 
desired,  require  much  labor  and  time  to  ascertain  their  re- 
spective amounte  with  any  grest  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  indirect  losses  are  likewise  almost  entirely  conjec- 
tural. They  are  chiefly  confined  to  bank  depositories,  and 
not  being  exhibited  on  the  Treasury  books,  are  not  suppo- 
sed to  be  embraced  in  the  resolution.  It  must,  however, 
be  manifest  that  they  have  at  times  been  large,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of  the 
banks,  and  of  other  drcnmatancei  adverted  to  in  the  sup- 
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Deposite  Banks, 


plcmental  report  from  this  Department  in  1834,  on  the 
keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money. 
Respectfuliy,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  Hon.  Jamxs  K.  Polk, 

Spexiker  of  the  House  of  Reps, 


DEPOSITE  BANKS. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  nouse  of  Representatives  of  14//* 
September^)  transmitting  information  in  relation  to 
the  transfers  and  payments  of  the  instalments  to  the 
States;  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  f  and  re- 
specting Treasury  drafts  prottstedfnr  non-payment  of 
specie,  S^c,  September  26,  1887,  read  and  uiidupon 
the  table, 

Treaburt  Department,  September  25,  1887. 
Sir  :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolutions,  passed  on  the  14th  instant : 

«  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com- 
municate to  this  House  fill  the  orders  issued  and  Corres- 
pondence with  the  several  deposite  banks,  in  reference  to 
the  transfers  and  pn^ments  of  the  several  instalments  due 
to  the  State  governments  under  the  deposite  act  of  2dd  of 
June,  1836. 

*'  Resohedf  That  he  communicate  to  this  House  the 
monthly  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks, 
from  the  1st  day  of  January  last  to  the  present  time. 

**  Resolved,  That  he  communicate  a  statement  of  each 
draft,  and  in  whose  favor  drawn,  upon  which  specie  was 
demanded,  and  protested  for  non-payment  by  any  deposite 
bank  ;  also,  each  State  government  which  has  made  a  de- 
mand of  specie  and  not  paid,  and  the  time  when.*' 

In  relation  to  the  first  inquiry,  copies  of  all  the  orders 
issued  and  correspondence  had  with  the  several  deposite 
hanks,  in  reference  to  the  transfers  and  payments  of  the 
several  instalments  to  the  State  governments  under  the 
deposite  act,  are  annexed,  (A  to  N  inclusive,  with  their 
respective  numbers,  and  0  1  to  4.)  This  includes  all 
the  orders  of  every  kind,  but  generally  only  the  corres- 
pondence with  the  several  deposite  banks  on  which  these 
orders  were  given.  That  is  supposed  to  be  what  was  de- 
sired, and  not  the  correspondence  with  the  State  authori- 
ties and  others.  Great  care  has  been  used  to  communi- 
cate the  whole  with  the  banks,  though  in  selecting  so 
many  hiyidreds  of  orders  and  letters  some  may  by  accident 
have  been  omitted. 

,  In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  for. the  ''monthly  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  from  the  1st 
of  January  last  to  the  present  time,"  I  would  observe  that 
the  returns  are  made  semi-monthly,  and  during  the  period 
mentioned,  equal  near  fifteen  hundred  in  number.  They 
are,  likewise,  in  many  cases  long,  and  so  much  time  and 
labor  would  be  required  for  copying  them,  or  even  half  of 
the  whole  number,  as  to  postpone  an  answer  to  the  call 
for  several  weeks.  But,  since  last  November,  statements 
hav*  been  compiled  in  this  Department  periodically,  about 
every  three  months,  from  the  semi-monthly  returns,  copies 
of  which  may  be  useful  as  substitutes  for  those  desired, 
and  are  herewith  presented,  (P  Nos.  1  to  5.)  If  these  do 
not,  on  examination,  furnish  all  the  information  requested, 
the  Department  will  proceed  to  have  the  semi-monthly 
statements  copied  as  soon  as  practicable,  consistent  with  the 
pressure  of  other  business,  or  will  send  up  the  originals 
immediately  if  preferred. 

In  compliance  with  the  third  and  last  request  in  the  re- 
solution, a  statement  is  annexed  of  all  drafts,  and  in  whose 
favor  drawn,  on  deposite  banks,  which  have  been  report- 
ed to  this  Department  as  protested  by  the  holders  for  non- 
payment in  specie,  (O  Nos.  1,  5,  6,  and  7.) 


No  drafts  are  known  to  have  been  **  protested  for  non- 
payment by  any  deposite  bank,'*  if  it  be  meant  by  this  ex- 
pression that  such  bank  procured  the  protest  to  be  made. 
Nor  is  it  known  that  any  State  goyernmenthu  itself  made 
a  demand  of  specie  which  has  not  been  paid,  though  this 
has  been  done  by  some  of  its  assignees.  As  menlioned  in 
my  report  to  Congress  on  the  finances,  several  transfen  in 
favor  of  States  had  not  then  been  receipted  to  the  Treas- 
ury, and  payment  acknowledged.  On  the  contrary,  (he 
Department  had  received  notice  that-some  of  the  transfen 
were  in  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  and  that  specie  for  ^em  had 
been  demanded  by  that  bank  of  the  depositories  on  which 
they  were  drawn,  and  not  heing  so  paid,  a  protest  had 
been  made,  and  notice  sent  to  this  Department.  A  schedule 
of  these  may  be  seen  in  a  note  to  O  No.  2.  •  One  on  the 
Merchant's  Bank  is  represented  by  its  president  to  be  held 
under  protest  by  the  United  States  Bank.  Notice  has 
likewise  been  given  to  the  Department  of  anether  draft,  in 
favor  of  the  State  of  V\rginia,  on  one  of  its  own  institu- 
tions, viz :  the  Farmers' Bank,  for  about  $117,000,  which 
has  been  demanded  in  specie  by  another  of  its  institutions, 
viz:  the  Exchange  Bank,  and  not  being  so  paid,  it  is 
stated  to  have  been  transferred  to  the  United  Stales  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  (K  8,)  but  no  protest  on  it  has  yet  been 
received.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

List  of  Documents. 

A  1  and  2.  Notices  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorj 
to  the  several  deposite  banks  holding  puplic  money,  with 
regard  to  the  amounts  they  would  probably  be  respec- 
tively required  to  deposite  with  the  several  States 

B.  Notices  to  banks  advising  them  of  the  actual  issue  of 
State  transfer  drafts  upon  them  for  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  deposites  to  be  made  with  the  States,  accom- 
panied with  the  necessary  forms. 

C  1,  2,  3.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  to  banks  in 
the  State  of  Maine  respecting  deposites  with  Sutes. 

D  I,  2.  Letters  addressed  to  banks  in  Massscbusetts  r^ 
specting  deposites  with  States. 

E  1,  2,  3.  Letters  addressed  to  and  received  from  banka  in 
Connecticut  respecting  deposites  with  States. 

F  1,  2,  3.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  tolianksia 
Rhode  Island  respecting  deposites  with  States. 

6  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed 
to  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  respecting  deposites 
with  States. 

G  8,  9.  Letters  addressed  to  and  received  from  the  Bank 
of  America  on  the  same  subject. 

G  10,  11,  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  to  the  Brook- 
lyn Bank  on  the  same  subject. 

G  12,  13,  14,  15,  16.  Letters  from  and  to  the  Merchants' 
Bank,  New  York,  on  the  same  subject 

G  17,  18,  19,  20.  Letters  from  and  to  the  National  Bank, 
New  York,  on  the  same  subject. 

G  21 .  Letter  from  the  ManhatUn  Company,  in  reply  to  tht 
notice  of  issue  of  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  being  all  the  special  correspondence  with  that 
bank  on  the  subject  of  deposites  with  States. 

G  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29.  Letters  to  and  from  die 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo  respecting  deposites  with 
States. 

H  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  Letters  from  and  to  banks  in  the  Stateof 
New  Jersey  respecting  deposites  with  States. 

I.  Letter  from  Bank  in  the  State  of  Delaware  relative  to 
deposites  with  States. 

K  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  Lettera  to  and  from  banki 
in  Virginia  relative  to  depositee  with  States. 
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L  1,  3.  Letters  to  and  from  bonlu  in  Georgia  relalive  to 
depodtes  with  States. 

M  1,  2,  8,  4,  6,  6/7,  8,  9.  Letters  to  and  from  banks  in 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee  respecting  depositee  with 
States. 

N  1,  3,  3,  4,  6,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11.  12,  13,  14,  15,  16. 
Letters  to  and  from  banks  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indi- 
ana, relative  to  deposites  with  States. 

O  I.  Report  of  the  Treasurer  upon  that  portion  of  the  res- 
olution which  relates  to  his  duties. 
3.  Statement  of  ptotested  State  transfer. 

3.  Statement  of  State  transfers  issued  to  the  several  States 
in  execution  of  the  deposite  law. 

4.  Correspondence  with  the  Treasurer  relative  to  Slate 
transfers. 

5.  Statement  of  discredited  dmlts  issued  on  Treasury 
warrants. 

6.  Statement  of  discredited  drafts  issued  on  War  warrants. 

7.  Statement  of  discredited  drafts  issued  on  Navy  warrants. 
P  1 .  Referring  to  statement  of  condition  of  deposite  banks 

Ist  November,  1836. 
3.  Statement  of  condition  of  deposite  banks  Ist  March, 
1837. 

3.  Statement  of  condition  of  deposite  banks  1st  May, 1837. 

4.  Statement  of     do.  do.         do.   1st  July,  1837. 

5.  Reference  to  statement  of  condition  of  deposite  banks 
15th  August  1837. 

A  1, 
Tbkasurt  DiPARTMiKT,  Nov,  1,  1836. 

Sib  :  It  is  deemed  proper  and  useful  thus  early  to  apprize 
the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  that,  in  a  few  days  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  (provided  the  State  of  Maine 
shall  then  have  passed  a  law  accepting  the  deposite,  and  if 
not,  as  soon  afterwards  as  a  law  shall  be  passed,)  a  transfer 
draft  will  probably  be  drawn  on  it  by  this  Department  for 
about  the  sum  of  $45,000.  It  will  be  made  payable  forth- 
with to  the  authoriied  agent  of  said  State,  the  money  to  be 
kept  in  deposite  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  This 
transfer  will  be  followed  on  the  Ist  of  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober next,  by  other  drafts  of  similar  amount,  and  payable 
to  the  same  agent,  unless,  in  the  mean  time,  a  different 
notice  is  given  by  this  Department. 

When  the  transfer  drafts  are  forwarded  to  you,  the  pre- 
cise  amount  will  be  ascertained  and  specified  therein,  and 
the  form  enclosed  of  such  duplicate  receipU  as  are  to  be 
taken  by  you  of  the  agent,  and  one  of  them  returned  here  as 
a  voucher  of  your  payment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Fas8iDS3rT  Maine  Bank,   PortUmd  Me, 

A  similar  letter  was  trnnsnruied,  at  the  al>ove  date,  to 
the  presidents  of  the  following  banks,  respectively,  stating 
thii  about  the  sums  set  against  them  would  be  required  to 
be  paid  to  the  Stateii  specified,  viz : 


List — continued. 


Bank. 


Amount.!   To  Slate.     At  what  time 


Mai  n«  Bank 
fiank  ci  CuniberUDd 
Graoius  Bank,  AugusU    ■ 
People's  Bank,  Biuigor    - 
York  Bank,  Saco . 
Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Coaiinouwealth  Bank,  Boston    • 
Fulton  Bank,  do 

Haj&cock  Bank,  do 

j:>anklinBank,  do 

pheniJK  Bank,  Charlestnwn 
CooimercWa  Bank,  Portsmouth  • 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsm  Ih 
pvcataqua  Bank,  do 

Portmnuuth  Bank,  do 

Merrimack  Bank,  Concord 
MecHatntcs*  Bank,       do 
MerctkAifts'  Bank,  Boston 


I 


•  15,000  , 
30,000 
20,«IOO 
10,000  I 
10,000  I 

70,aio 

26,000 
30,000 
30/<X) 
18,000 
10,000 
20,000 
25,000 

50,ono 

18,000 
18,000 
10,000 
25,000. 


Maine, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
New  Hamp. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Jan. 


1,  1837. 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Sute. 


Com  111  on  w  pal  Ih  B^nktB^^iion 
FuU  111  Bank,  du 

HenciXk  Bail  It,  *io 

EnmliJm&iDk,  di> 

Mf'ar^ljiinta^  B>inkf  do 

Ci^jii  nii  I  a  wtialili  Ban  k ,    da 
FulL<>o  Bi.nkt  Jif 

IlB.[icoct£  Bauk,  tlo 

Fmciklm  Bnnk^  dt^ 

PhiEnljt  BunktClmrlPitovvii 

R.  lalaiid  IJtib'iK  Bjinkt  Ntrw^fflrt 
Faiim;™'  ^  iMoth^  B*kf  Huniord 
MectiLHikJ'  B^itit   Jtew  Hhv^  • 
Qui]i(?l>tLug  Uiuik 
Uatik  i»rili]r!iiii|Euii 
Basik  nf  Wiinl.-hr  - 
Biiik  (tf  Tn^yi^''*  ^""^^ 
TniUvnjmffn'fi  Bttiik,  New  Y«rk  • 
Unitnllnrik,  do 

Lafiiyene  ftuik,  ilo 

&fvr  tuli  Ward  Bjuik,      do 
M'^r^:Niiui^^  Bunk,  do^ 

Flu'fiU  Bnnki  da 

MoF^Jkanu'  Ejtijh'n^<?B'kj  N  Y. 
Merchanii^  A:  Hc^m.  B'k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York  - 
Bank  of  America,  do 

Mechanics*  Bank,  do     • 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do  . 
PhoBnix  Bank,  do     • 

Leather  Manufactur'i'  B'k,  N.  Y. 
Merchants*  Bank,  New  York  • 
Union  Bank,  do 

National  Bank,  do 

Bank  of  Troy,  do 

Dry  Dock  Bank.  do 

Merchants*  Exch'nee  B'k,  N.  Y. 
Trenton  Bankine  Company 
(e)  State  Bank  at  Newark 
State  Bank  at  Elizabeth 
Tradesmen's  Bank,  New  York  • 
I^afayettc  Bank,  do 

Merchants'  Bank,         do 
Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Moyaniensing  Bank,    do 
Merchants  and  Manufacturers' 

Bank.  Pittsburg 
B'k  of  Brandy  wine,  Wilmington 
Bank  of  Delaware,        do 
PhoQuiz  Bank,  New  York 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland 
Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore 
BankofVlT^inla 
Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina 
Phoenix  Bank,  Now  York 
Merchants'  Exch'nge  B'k,  N.  Y. 
Leather  Manufartu're' B'k,  N.  Y. 
Oirard  Bank,  PhiladelpUia 
Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank  • 
Bank  of  Chart pston,  S.  Carolina 
Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia 
Bankof  Auguna  - 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Ala.,  Mo.    - 
Planters' Bank  of  Mississippi 
Union  fiank  of  Louisiana 
Commercial  Bank  of  N.  Orleans 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee 
Plantere'  Bank  of  Tennessee     - 
Asriculiural  Bank  of  Mississippi 
Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky      - 
Bank  of  Kentucky 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank  of  Cincinnati     • 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus 
Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus 
Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie, 

Cleveland 
(a)  State  Bank  of  Indiana 
(6)  Comn»erc'l  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
(a)  Slate  Bank  of  Indiana 
Illinois  Bank  of  Shawneetown  - 
(6)  Commerc'l  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
(a)  State  Bank  of  Indiana 
Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi     . 
Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi 


Amount.     To  State. 


10^000 
10^ 
10,000 
6^ 
200,000 
60,000 
60,000 

eo/xn 

15,000 
16,000 
70,000 
46,000 
95A)0 
100,000 
30,000 
30,000 
20,000 
10,000 
15,000 
25,000 
25,000 
30,000 
20f«) 
16AI0 
10,000 
80,000 
150,000 
150,000 
150,000 
50,000 
125,000 
75,000 
150,000 
iOOfiOQ 
75,000 
30,000 
25,000 
45,000 
fO,000 
40,000 
40,000 
30,000 
25,006 
50,000 
700,000 
60,000 

100/X» 

25,000 

20,000 

45,000 

200,000 

90,000 

650,000 

200,000 

75,000 

50W) 

25,000 

76,000 

150,000 

160,000 

100,000 

200,000 

225,000 

120,000 

100,000 

50,000 

200,000 

150,000 

100,000 

300,000 

130,000 

100,000 

200,000 

100,000 

I50,r«) 

5C,000 
250,000 
80A*0 
50,000 
15/)  0 
75,000 
50,000 
60,000 
5(,000 


New  Hamp 

do 

do 

do 
Mass. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Rhode  Isl'n( 

do 
Connecticut 

do 

do 
Vermont 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
New  York 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.do 

do 

do 
New  Jersey 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Penn. 

do 

do 
Delaware. 

do 

do 
Maryland. 

Virginia. 

N.  Carolina. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

S  Carolina. 

do 

Georgia. 

do 

Alabama. 

Mississippi. 

Louisiana. 

do 
Tennessee, 
do 
do 
Kentucky, 
do 

Ohio, 
do 
do 
do 

do 
Indiana. 
Illinois. 

do 

do 
Missouri. 

do 
Arkansas 

do 


P.  S.  (o)  Tl»e  transfer  draft  will  be  directed  to  su* 
branches  as  you  may  seasonably  request  of  this  Departint 
a  sufficient  amount  of  deposites  exists.  ,.     ^ 

P.  S.  (6)  The  transfer  draft  will  be  directed  to  the 
Louis,  unless  you  shall  seasonably  request  that  it  be  ra: 

(r)  In  the  notice  to  the  State  Bank  at  Newark  the  ^\ 
amount,**  referring  to  subsequent  State  transfers,  were  oi 
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25th  Cosro.  1st  Sxss.] 


Depontt  Banka. 


A  2. 

Trxasurt  DfiPABTMEHT,  Kebruary  18,  1837. 

Sir:  It  ia  deemed  proper,  for  the  convenience  of  all 
concerned,  to  apprize  you  thus  seasonably,  that  a  transfer 
draft,  payable  on  demand,  will  be  ordered  to  be  issued  upon 
the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  in  favor  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  on  the  Ist  of  April  next,  for  about  the  sum  of 
$70,000,  to  be  deposited  with  that  State,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  deposite  act ;  and  that  drafls  for  a  similar 
amount  will  be  issued  for  the  instalments  payable  to  said 
State  on  the  1st  day  of  July  and  October  next,  unless  in 
the  mean  time  another  notice  shall  be  given  you  by  this 
Department.     I  am,  dec. 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

To  Presidwt  of  the  Bank  of  Cumberland,  Maine. 

Notices  similar  in  form  to  the  above  were  sent  to  the 
following  banks  at  the  dates  and  for  the  sums  set  against 
them  respectively  : 

February  18,  1837. 

People's  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine             .            .  $21,000 

York  Bank,  Saco,  Maine        -            -            .  21,000 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor        ...  20,000 

New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth     -            .  33,000 

Pitcataqua  Bank         -             -             -            .  63,000 

PorUmouth  Bank       -             -             -            -  19,000 

Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord            -            -  20,000 

Mechanics*  Bank        ^            .            .            .  19,000 

February  28,  1837. 

Insurance  Bank,  Columbus,  Georgia   -            .  30,000 

Commercial  Bank,  Lake  Erie,  at  CieveUnd      -  60,000 

Bank  of  Wooster        -            -            -            .  40,000 

Bank  of  Cleveland      -            .            .            .  40,000 

Bank  of  Chillicothe    ....  80,000 

Union  Bank  of  New  York       -            -            -  100,000 

Farmers' Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmocd              -  200,000 

National  Bank,  New  York      ...  75,000 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond   ...  350,000 

Brooklyn  Bank,  New  York     -             -            -  30,000 

Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo      -            -             -  30,000 
Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Louisville,  Kentucky  10,000 

B. 
Treabvrt  DspimTMEi^T  January  3,  1837. 
Sir  :  A  transfer  draft  has  been  directed  upon  your  bank 
for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  State 
of  Vermont,  being  in  part  payment  of  the  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  that  Sute  under  the  provisions  of  the  <<  act 
to  regulate  the  deposiies  of  the  public  money,"  approved 
23d  June,  1830. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  the  form  of  the  receipt  which,  on 
your  payment  of  the  draft,  will  be  executed  in  duplicate 
by  the  agent  of  that  State  for  this  purpose,  and  who  is  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State. 

One  of  these  duplicates  you  are  requested  to  transmit 
to  this  Department,  the  other  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Verrmmt. 

Form  of  a  receipt  by  a  State. 
Whereas,  by  the  13th  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  the  depos- 
itee of  the  public  money,"  approved  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
ilwas  enacted  "that  the  money  which  shall  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1887,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollarft,  shall  be 
deposited  with  such  of  the  several  Sutes,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  o 


Representatives  of  the  United  Stetes,  as  shall  by  law  au- 
thorize their  treasurer,  or  the  competent  ftudiortties,  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  on  the  terms  hereafter  specified ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  %uch 
treasurer,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receivbg  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  au- 
thorities, in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary aforesaid." 

And  whereas,  the  State  of  has,  by  an  act 

of  its  Legislature,  passed  on  the  day  of  , 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  ,  anthorized 

and  directed  the  of  the  said  State  to  recave  its  pro- 

portional share  of  the  said  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  on  deposite  with  the  said  States  upon  the  teniis 
specified  in  the  said  act  of  Congress : 

And  whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  putsuaiice 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  in  cod* 
formity  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  Legit U- 
ture  of  the  State  of  ,  has  delivered  to  the 

thereof  the  sum  of  dollars  and 

cents,  the  same  being  part  of  the  first  instalment,  or  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  ratable  proportion  of  the  said  State  in  the 
surplus  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837  I 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  said  sum  of  dollan  and 

cents  has  been  deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  State  of  ,  and  that,  for  the 

safe-keeping  and  repayment  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  to  said  act  of  Congress,  the  State  of 
is  legally  bound,  and  its  faith  is  solemnly 
pledged.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  State, 
I  hereby  affix  my  signature  and  seal  in  testimony  of  the 
premises,  and  of  the.  faith  of  the  said  State  to  pay  the  said 
money  so  deposited,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasuiy,  (or  .the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner  and 
proportions  set  forth  and  described  in  the  said  recited  13th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  and  by  a  requisition 
or  notice  similar  in  form  to  that  hereto  annexed,  addre^fi- 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  Governor  of  said  State. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  day  uf  ,  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
Attest : 

The  form  of  a  requisition  or  notice  for  repayment  tmU.kt 
substantially  asfouows.: 

Trbasuri  Dbpartmxkt, 

183  . 
To  the  State  of 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled. "An 
act  to  regulate  the  dcposites  of  the  public  money,"  passed 
June  23d,  1836,  and  an  act  of  said  State  passed  , 

certain  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  hat- 
ing been  deposited  with  the  State  aforesaid  for' safe-keeping 
and  repayment,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  said  Slate  is  hereby  notified  that  a  portion  of  said 
money,  viz.  the  sum  of  $  ,  is  required  to  be  re- 

paid to  the  United  Ststos  by  the  Sute  aforesaid,  for  the 
purposes  named  in  said  act,  and  in  conformity  with  its  pro- 
visions. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Care  of  his  Excellency, 

Governor  of  scud  Stale. 

[The  repayment  of  the  said  sum  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  will  be  in  one  of  the  following  modes,  wbich 
this  Department  may  in  any  particular  case  prefer  and  di-      *  | 
O'ect,  viz:  ^ 

I.  By  a  request  annexed  to  the  above  requisition  to 
place  the  same  to  the  creilit  of  said  Treasurer  in  the  Bank 
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of  »  At  ,  on  or  before  the  day 

of  nezl,  and  to  take  duplicate  reoMpU  therefor ; 

one  of  which  receipta  sent  to  the  aaid  Tieaaurer  will  be  a 
saffident  Toncher  for  the  amount  of  said  repayment  on  the 
part  of  aaid  State. 

J.  Or,  by  m  re^ueat  written  by  laid  Secretary  on  the 
Mck  of  a  common  Treasury  warrant,  directed  to  the  State 
for  payment  by  aaid  Treaaurer,  that  aaid  State  would  pay 


the  aame ;  and  which  warrant,  with  a  receipt  of  payment 
thereon,  will  be  a  aufficient  voucher  aa  afbreaaid.] 

Letters  eimilar  to  the  foregoing  weie  aent  to  the  IbUow- 
xng  banks,  designating  in  each  case  the  State  officer  au- 
thorized to  give  receipts  for  the  money.  In  the  letters  re- 
apecting  the  payment  of  the  second  and  third  instabnents, 
the  form  ot  the  receipt  waa  varied  so  as  to  express  the 
number  of  the  instalment. 


• 

LIST  OF  LETTERS. 

Date  of  let- 

Name  of  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

State to  whTch 

Number  of  the  in- 

tar. 

able. 

payable. 

atahnent 

1837. 
Jinnary    8 

Bank  of  Burlington - 

$30,000  00 

On  demand 

Vermont 

Part  of  the  first. 

8 

Bank  of  Windsor    - 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Tradeaman's  Bank,  New  York 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Bank  of  Troy          ... 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Union  Bank,                      New  York 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,              do.      - 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

MerchanU'  Bank                    do.      - 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Phmniz  Bank,                        do.      - 

37,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Merchanta'  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

15,000  00 

Do. 

00. 

Do. 

Nsrch    1^ 

Bank  of  Burlington - 

30,000  00 

April        1 

'       Do. 

Part  of  the  aecond* 

lb 

Band  of  Windsor    - 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Troy  Bank, 

i5,ooa  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Tradesman's  Bank,           New  York 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Union  Bank,                          do.      - 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,              do.      - 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

Merchanta'  Bank,                    do.      - 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

PhoBniz  Bank,              *          do. 

87,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Po. 

15 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  do.      - 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June        6 

Bank  of  Burlington - 

40,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

5 

Bank  of  Windsor    - 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Troy  Bank,                       New  York 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Tradesman's  Bank                 do.      - 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Union  Bank,                           do.      - 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,              do.      . 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Merchants'  Bank,                    do.      - 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Pfaosnix  Bank,                        do.      - 

87,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

e 

Merchant's  Exchange  Bank,  do.      - 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

'      Do. 

Tebniaiy  1 

Maine  Bank,                Portland 

50,612  75 

On  demand 

Maine 

Partoftheftrtt. 

1 

Bank  of  Cumberland,       do. 

85,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Granite  Bank;  Augusta 

23,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

12,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

I 

York  Bank,  Saco    -            -            . 

12,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Merchants' Bank,         Boston      .     - 

75,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Fulton  Bank                   do. 

32,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Hancock  Bank,               do. 

31,000  00 

Do. 

D«K 

Do. 

1 

Franklin  Bank,                do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

V      u       ^ 

Phoenix  Bank,  Gbarlestown,  Mass.  - 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March    14 

Maine  Bank,                Portland 

50,612  75 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

U 

Bank  of  Cumberland,       do.         -    - 

70,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

'      14 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

People's  Bank,  Bitngor 

21,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

York  Bank,  Saco    -            -            . 

21,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Merchanta'  Bank,         Boston 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Commonwealth  Bank,    do. 

30,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Fulton  Bank,                  do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Hancock  Bank,               do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Phoenix  Bank,  Charlestown,  Mass.  . 

5,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor    - 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Franklin  Bank,  Boston 

6,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Joim           5 

Maine  Bank,                 Portland      .  - 

7.5,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

5 

Bank  of  Cumberland,       do. 

95,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

60,000  00 

fc 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

33,612  75 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

York  Bank,  Saco    -            ... 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

•    5 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor    - 

30,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Data  of  let- 
ter. 


June 


1837. 

January  !24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

•24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

March    14 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

Jinuary  24 

24 

2i 

24 

24 

24 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

January    6 

6 

March 


March 


June 


June 


7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

January    6 

6 

6 

March     14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Jone       16 

16 

16 

17 


Name  of  bank. 


Commercial  Bank,  ■      Portsmouth  - 
New  Hampshire  Bank,         do. 
PiscaUqua  Bank»  do. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  New  Hampshire  - 
Merrimack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 
Mechanidf  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  •   do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth  - 
Ptscataqua  Bank,  do. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 

Merrimack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,        Portsmouth  - 
New  Hampshire  Bank,         do. 
Piscatsqua  Bank,  do. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 

Mernmack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock.  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phcaniz  Bank,  Charlestown,  Mass.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Falton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Charlestown,  Mass.  - 

Do.  do.  dow 

Merchants'  Bank,         Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,     do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,        do. 
Franklin  Bank,        do. 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence    - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport 
Arcade  Bank  ... 

Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  - 
Bank  of  America,  New  York 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence    - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k,  Hartford 

do.  do.  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Lafayette  Bank,        New  York 
Bank  of  America,  do. 

Manhattan  Company,      do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 

do.         do.  do. 

Manhatton  Company,       do. 
Mechanics*  Bank,  New  Havei^ 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich    ■*  ' 


Amount 


23,028  93 
28,000  00 
60,000  00 
18,000  00 
18,000  00 
12,000  00 
29,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 
23,028  93 
33,000  00 
63,090  00 
19,000  00 
20,000  00 
19,000  00 
26,000  00 
10,000  00 
5,000  00 
6,000  06 
Sl0,028  93 
55,000  00 

100,000  00 

23,000  00 

6,000  00 

10,000  00 

226,057  86 
55,000  00 
65,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 

226,057  84 

^65,000  00 
65,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,600  00 
17,000  00 

150,000  00 
78,057  86 

110,000  00 
65,000  00 
36,000  00 
78,445  10 
49,000  00 
78,445  10 
49,000  00 
50,000  00 
67,445  10 
10,000  00 

120,000  00 
35,000  00 
99,890  20 
59,890  20 

100,000  00 
20,000  00 
15,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 

150,000  00 
25,000  00 


When  pay- 

State to  which 

Number  of  the  ia- 

able. 

payable. 

■Ulment. 

On  demand 

N.  Hampshire 

Partofthefirirt. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do- 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April        I 

Do- 

Part  of  the  second. 

*^Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July         1 

Do. 

Partofthethita. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Massachusetts 

PaitoflhefiriU 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April        1 

Do. 

Partoftheiecona. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July  .        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Rhode  Island 

Partofthefirtt 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

April         1 

Do. 

Pailofiheiecona. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

ConnccUcai 

Pari  of  the  first 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Db.        , 

April         1 

Do. 

P^rtoftbeicconJ 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July           1 

Do. 

Partoflbethiid 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.    . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Deposite  Banks, 
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LIST-^Continued. 


Date  of  let- 
ter. 


March 


ioM 


1887. 
Jooe  17 
17 
Janoa^  16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
16 
16 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
30 
30 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
4 
4 
4 
16 
16 
15 


Name  of  bank. 


•faaoary 


March 


fooa 


Ivda 


Bank  of  America^  New  York 
Lafayette  Bank,  do. 

Mechanicfl  and  Farmera'  B*k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Com[>any,  New  York 
Bank  of  America,  do.     - 

Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.     - 

Pheniz  Bank,  do.     - 

Leather  Manufactarers' Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do.     - 

Union  Bank,  do.     - 

National  Bank,  do.     - 

Bank  of  Troy,  Troy 
Merchants'  Ezchange  Bank,  N.  Y. 
Dry.  Dock  Bank,  do. 

Mechanics  and  Farmers'  B'k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York 
Bank  of  America,  do.     - 

Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     - 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.     - 

Phenix  Bank,  do.     - 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do.     - 

Union  Bank,  do.     - 

National  Bank,  do.     - 

Troy  Bank,  Troy   -  -  - 

Dry  Dock  Bank,  New  York 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,     do. 
Brooklyn  Bank       ... 
Commercial  Bank  of  Bii£hlo 
Bank  of  America,  New  York 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.     - 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.     - 

Leather  Manafactarera'  Bank,  do.  -^ 
Merchants'  Banl^  do.     - 

Union  Bank,  do.     - 

National  Bank,  do.     - 

Dfy  Dock  Bank,  do.     - 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,   do.     - 
Comioerdal  Bank  of  Buffalo 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York 
Manhattan  Company,     do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
Sute  Bank,  Newark  -        •    - 

Do.  Elixabeth 

Lafayette  Bank,     New  York 
Tradesman's  Bank,     do. 
Merchant*'      do.       do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
Stale  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 

Lafayette  Bank,   New  York 
Merdiants'  Bank,         do. 
Tradesman's  Bank,      do. 

Do.  do.        do. 

Merchants'  Bank,        do. 
Lafayette  Bank,  do. 

Trenton  Banking  Company 
State  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Moyamensing  Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants  dl&  Manafiactiiren',Pittsb'g. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Girard  Bonk,  Philadelphia  - 
Moyameoiing  Bank,  do.    -      _     • 


Amount. 


34,890  30 

15,000  00 

80,000  00 

180,000  00 

180,000  00 

300,000  00 

53,173  57 

180,000  00 

85,000  00 

155,000  00 

105,000  00 

75,000  00 

35,000  00 

45,000  00 

35,000  00 

80,000  00 

180,000  00 

180,000  00 

300,000  00 

53,173  57 

70,000  00 

65,000  00 

155,000  00 

105,000  00 

75,000  00 

35,000  00 

35,000  00 

45,000  00 

30,000  00 

30,000  00 

800,000  00 

53,173  57 

40,000  00 

80,000  00 

100,000  00 

75,000  00 

75,000  00 

40,0i>0  00 

35,000  00 

40,000  00 

370,000  00 

340,000  00 

35,000  00 

45,000  00 

46,000  00 

38,000  00 

35,000  00 

66,890  30 

35,000  00 

85,000  00 

86,000  00 

38,000  00 

44,890  30 

85,000  00 

35,000  00 

44,890  30 

30,000  00 

35,000  00 

85,000  00 

45,000  00 

750,000  00 

80,838  36 

135,000  00 

135,000  00 

750,000  00 

80,888  34 


When  pay- 
able. 


July  1 

I>o, 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April         1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 
April         1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April         1 

Do. 

Do. 


State  to  which 
payable. 


Connecticut 

Do. 
New  York 

Do. 

»o. 

Do.      . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
New  Jersey 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Pennsylvania. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Number  of  the  in- 
stalment. 


Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.        . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  first 

Do. 

Do. 
Part  of  the  second 

Do. 

Do. 
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Date  of  lot. 

NameofbaiA 

Amount 

When  pay- 

State to  which    Namber  of  the  in- 

tcr. 

able. 

payable 

Bttlment. 

1837. 
June      14 

Commercial  Bank,  Cinciittiati, 

160,000  00 

July          1 

Pennsylvania. 

Partofthethiri. 

14 

Merchants  dc  ManufacturersS  Pittsb'g 

160,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Gtrard  Rank,  Philadelphia  - 

680,688  26 

Do. 

Do. 

Bo. 

January  «8 

B'k  of  Wilmington  and  Brandy  wine 

27,000  00 

On  demand 

Delaware 

PftTtofthefirtt. 

98 

Bank  of  Delawaip,  Wilmington 

22,583  88 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

28 

Phcenix  Bank,  New  York  - 

44,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March     16 

Do.                    do. 

46,000  00 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

16 

Bank  of  Wilmington,  Brandy  wine  - 

•27,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

Bank  of  Delaware  - 

22,583  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June       12 

Do.                ... 

22,583  88 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

12 

Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Delaware 

86,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Phmnix  Bank,  New  York  - 

37,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January   4 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland    - 

220,000  00 

On  demand 

Maryland 

PaitofUiefint. 

4 

Franklin  Bankr  Baltimore  - 

98,612  75 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March    16 

Do.                    do. 

98,612  75 

April         1 

Do. 

Partoftheieeond. 

16 

Unian  Bank  of  Maryland    - 

220,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June      12 

Do.                do.        . 

220,000  00 

July          1 

Do. 

PanofiheOi'iid. 

12 

Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore 

98,812  75 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Janntiy   6 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond 

582,809  83 

On  demand 

Virginia 

Pattofthefint 

6 

Branch  of    do.      Norfolk  - 

200,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March    16 

Bank  of  Virginia    - 

857,809  83 

April         1 

Do. 

Part  of  file  second. 

16 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  - 

200,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

Union  Bank,  New  York     - 

100,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

National  Bank,     do. 

75,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

May         2 

Union  Bank,        do. 

100,000  00 

July          1 

Do. 

Partofthethiid. 

2 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 

57,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

80 

Mechanicf'  Bank,  New  York 

40,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

80 

National  Bank,            do. 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

80 

Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisrille 
Branch  of  Northern  Bank  of  Ken- 

185,000 00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

80 

tucky,  Louieville 

140,809  88 

Do. 

Do.      . 

Do. 

80 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  - 

200,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June      19 

Bank  of  Bute  of  North  Carolina     - 

280,000  00 

On  demand 

North  Carollnii 

Pmioftheftrft 

19 

Phmniz  Bank,  New  York  - 

80,000  ,00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

19 

Merchants' Exchange  Bank,  N.  York 

55,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

19 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

19 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 

84,919  13 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March    14 

Do.                    do. 

84,919  13 

April         1 

Do. 

Partoftheeecopd. 

14 

Bank  of  Bute  of  North  CarolM      - 

280,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Phoenix  Bank,                  New  York 

80,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Merchanto'  Bank,                    do.     - 

55,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Leather  Manuiacturers'  Bank,  do.     - 

28,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Jun«        2 

Do.                do.         do.     - 

28,000  00 

July          1 

Do. 

Putofihedatd. 

2 

Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina      - 

800,000  00 

•Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Phmnix  Bank,                  New  York 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,   do.     - 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 

19,919  13 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January   6 

Planters  and  Mechanics'  Charleston  • 

170,000  00 

On  demand 

South  Carolina 

Paitofthefint 

6 

Blank  of  Charleston- 

180,474  03 

Do. 

Do. 

^'     ^ 

March    14 

Do.                   do. 

180,474  03 

April        1 

Do. 

Partoftbeeecood. 

14 

Planters  and  Mechanics' 

170,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June        2 

Do.                  do. 

200,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Partofthethiid. 

2 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York 

600,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 

50.474  03 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Merchants'  Bank,  New  York 

40,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

Planters'  Bank,  Savannah  - 

125,000  00 

On  demand 

Georgia 

Part  of  the  6nt 

4 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia  - 

225,474  03 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March    14 

Do.                    do. 

210,474  03 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second 

U 

Planters'  Bank  Savannah    - 

110,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Insurance  Bank,  Columbus  - 

80,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.      ^ 

June        2 

Planters'  Bank  Savannah     • 

100,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  tWtd. 

2 

Bank  of  Augusta    ... 

100,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Bank  of  America,  New  York 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Manhattan  Company    do.  - 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2 

Mechanics*  Bank,          do.  - 

50,474  03 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

JaniunrylO 

Braneh  of  State  B'k  of  Ala'  MoWe  . 

1^23,028  93 

>4)n  demnd 

AMama 

Tliefint 
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Depotite  Banks. 


[36th  Cmq.  Ut  Smb. 


LIST—Gontinued. 


Dit«  of  let- 

Name of  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

Suie to  which 

Number  of  the  in- 

ter. 

able. 

payable. 

stalment. 

1837. 

March     It 

Br.  of  State  Bank  of  Ala.  Mobile     - 

#223,028  93 

April        1 

Alabama 

The  second. 

May        31 

Do.                    do.         - 

223,028  93 

July          1 

Do. 

The  third. 

April       13 

Union  Bank  of  Louiaiana    - 

200,000  00 

On  demand 

Louisiana 

Part  of  firsts  see. 

13 

Commercial  Bank  of  New  Orleana  - 

118,612  76 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

May        30 

Do.                     do. 

69,306  38 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third 

30 

Union  Bank  of  Louiaiana    - 

100,000  00 

Do. 

«o. 

Do. 

20 

Planters'  Bank,  Natchez      - 

127,446  10 

On  demand 

Mississippi     - 

The  first. 

20 

Agricultural  Bank,  do. 

127,445  10 

Do. 

Do. 

The  f  eoond. 

31 

Do.                     do. 

127,445  10 

July          1 

Do. 

The  third. 

Jsnuftiy    6 

Agricultural  Bank  of  Miaaissippi 

125,000  00 

On  demand 

Tennessee 

Part  of  the  fimt. 

5 

Union  Bank  of  Ten neaaoe   - 

203,919  13 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Plantera'  Bank  of  Texinesaee 

160,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mjrcb     13 

Union  Batik  of  Tenneaaee   - 

202,919  13 

April         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

13 

Planters'  Bank  of  Tenneasce 

150,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Jone        3 

Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 

37,500  00 

On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

3 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 

37,600  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

8 

Manhattan  Company,  New  York     - 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

3 

Union  Bank  of  Tennessee   - 

300,000  00 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  thini. 

3 

Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee 

177,919  13 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.  - 

Janaaiy   6 

Bank  of  Kentucky,    Louisville 

167,919  13 

On  demand 

Kentucky 

Partofthefirat. 

6 

Branch  of  Northern  Bank  Kentucky 

320,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March     13 

Do.                    do. 

320,000  00 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  aecond. 

13 

Bank  of  Kentucky  - 

167,919  13 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Mny       31 

Do.                    do. 

277,919  13 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

31 

Northern  Bank  of  K'y,  Lexington    - 

100.000  00 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

Branch  of        do.         Louiaville 

100,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January   6 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 

123,000  00 

On  demand 

Ohio 

Partofthefirat. 

6 

Franklin  Bank,             do.    - 

200,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Clinton  Bank,  Columbus    - 

123,090  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Franklin  Bank,   do. 

178,086  78 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Commercial  Bank,  L.  Erie  Cleveland 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March    13 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 

126,000  00 

April     .  1 

Do 

Part  of  the  second. 

13 

Franklin  Bank.            do.    -            - 

130,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Clinton  Bank,  Columbus     - 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Franklin  Bank,    do. 

144,086  78 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Commercial  Bank  L.  Erie,  Cleveland 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Bank  of  Woosler     -            .            . 

40,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Bank  of  Cleveland  .... 

40,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Bank  of  Chillicothe 

80,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

May       31 

Commercial  Bank  ol  Cincinnati 

125,000  00 

July         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

31 

Franklin  Bank,           do.     . 

170,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

Franklin  Bank,  Columbus  > 

126,000  00 

•Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

Clinton  Bank,              do.     - 

96,468  13 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

Bank  of  Cleveland  -            . 

62,628  47 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

31 

Bank  of  Wooster    ... 

40,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

lanmry    5 

Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana, 

Lawrenoeburg 

96,683  33 

On  demand 

Indiana 

Partofthefirat. 

5 

Do.       do.       do.    Madison 

95,683  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

Do.       do.       do.    New  Albany  - 

96,688  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March     13 

Do.       do.       do.    Lawrenoeburg 

96,683  83 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

13 

Do.       do.       do.    Madison 

9.5,688  8.? 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Do.       do.       do.    New  Albany  - 

95,683  88 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Miy           4 

Do.       do.       de.           do. 

95,683  83 

July         I 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

4 

63,430  63 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.. 

4 

Do.       do.       do.    Madison 

127,737  02 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

J»naaiy  \6 

Agency  of  Commercial  Bank  of  Cin- 

cinnati, St.  Louis 

80,006  00 

On  demand 

Illinois 

Part  of  the  fimt. 

16 

Branch  of  State  B'k  of  la.  NewAlbany 

32,163  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

Do.       do.       do.    Madison 

82,153  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

^           ^^ 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March      6 

Do.                        do.     - 

15,000  00 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

8 

Agency  of  Commeveial  Bank  of  Cin- 

cinnati, St.  Louis 

80,000  00 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

8 

Branch  of  State  B'k  of  la.  NewAlbany 

33,163  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

8 

82,158  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Vot.  XIV.— A  10 
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Depoaiie  Banks. 


LI8T— Continued. 


Date  of  Ut- 

Name ot  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

State to  which 

Number  of  the  in- 

ter. 

able. 

payable. 

stalmeot. 

1837. 

May         4 

Bank  of  Illinoia,  Shawneetown 

$60,000  00 

July          1 

Tllinois 

PartoftheUiiid. 

4 

Branch  of  State  B'k  of  la.  New  Albany 

32,153  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

Do.       do.       do.    liawrenceburcf 

32,153  19 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

Agency  of  Conimercial  Bank  of  Cin- 

cinnati, St.  Louis 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January  19 

Do.         do.  -do. 

77,445  10 

On  demand 

Missouri 

Partofthefirrt. 

19 

Branch  of  State  B'k  of  la.  Lawrcnceb'g 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

Planters'  Bank,  Natchei      - 

45,583  83 

Do. 

Arkansas 

Do. 

March      8 

Do.                  do. 

45,583  83 

April        1 

Do. 

Partoftheiecond. 

May       30 

Do.                  do. 

50,000  00 

Jaly          1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

30 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez 

45,583  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June        7 

Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans      - 

34,000  00 

On  demand 

Do. 

Partoi  l8tdt2d. 

7 

Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 

33,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 

33,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January  27 

Bank  of  Michigan    ... 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Michigan 

PartofthefiTit. 

27 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B*k  of  Mich. 

25,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

27 

Bank  of  River  Raisin 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March      7 

Bank  of  Michigan   . 

50,000  00 

April         1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

7 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k  of  Mich. 

25,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

Bank  of  River  Raisin 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

May       30 

Bank  of  Michigan   ... 

50,000  00 

July          1 

Do. 

Part  of  (he  third. 

30 

Fanners  and  Mecbanica'  B'k  of  Mich. 

45,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July        16 

Bank  of  Michigan   - 

600  00 

On  demand 

Do. 

Partl8t,Sd,dc3d. 

T%e  drafts  of  which  tiotiee  was  given  in  the  following  Utters,  were  afterwards  recalled. 


Date  of  let- 
ter. 

Name  cf  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 
able. 

State  to 

which 

payable. 

No.ofinelalmentJ, 

Date  of 
recall  of 
drafU. 

1637. 

January  6 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchet 

$50,000  00 

Arkansas 

Part  of  the  fint 

June  7 

March    8 

Do,                      do. 

50,000  00 

April        1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

7 

March  13 

Do.                      do. 

1 2.^000  00 

Do. 

Tennessee 

Do. 

3 

May       2 

National  Bank,  New  York 

100,000  00 

July          1 

Virginia 

Part  of  the  third. 

Maj30 

June     14 

Manhattan  Company,  Do. 

220,000  00 

Do. 

New  York 

Do. 

June  15 

14 

Mechanics'  Bank,         Do. 

230,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

14 

Bank  of  Brooklyn,       Do. 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

16 

Bank  of  America,         Do. 

16,964  09 

Do. 

Conn. 

Do. 

17 

16 

Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 

47,926  11 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

17 

The  following  postcripts  were  added  to  the  letters : 

To  those  respecting  depositee  with  the  State  of  New 
York  : 

<*  The  receipt  will  be  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller 
oftheStote." 

To  the  letter  of  June  17,  to  Bank  of  America,  New 
York,  respecting  transfer  of  $24,890  20,  to  Slate  of  Con- 
necticut : 

<*  This  transfer  draft  has  been  bsued  in  place  of  one  for 
$16,964  09,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  by  letter  dated 
June  16,  and  which  has  been  recalled." 

To  letter  of  June  17,  to  Quinebaug  Bank,  respecting 
transfer  of  $25,000  to  State  of  Connecticut : 

«  This  transfer  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  one  for 
$47,926  1 1,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  by  letter  dated 
June  16,  and  which  has  been  recalled." 

To  letter  to  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  of  June  20, 
respecting  transfer  of  $270,000,  to  State  of  New  York : 

«Tbis  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  the  draft  for 
$280,000,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  on  the  14th  in- 
stant." 

To  letter  to  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  of  June 
90th,  respecting  transfer  of  $240,000  to  State  of  New 
Ypik: 


*(This  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  the  draft  for 
$220,000,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  on  the  Uth  io- 
stant." 

To  the  letter  of  May  20th  to  the  Agricultural  Bank, 
Natchez,  respecting  transfer  of  $127,445  10  to  the  State 
of  Mississippi : 

« Information  having  been  received  that  the  traorfer 
draft  in  favor  of  Tennessee,  upon  your  bank,  for  the  *««• 
ond  instalment  of  deposite,  has  not  been  honored,  the  draft 
above  described  has  been  placed  upon  it." 

To  the  letter  of  May  30th  to  the  Northern  Bankof  Keii- 
tucky,  respecting  transfer  of  $140,809  83  to  State  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  ■ 

«  The  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer  heretofore  ordered 
to  the  Bank  of  Virginia;  or,  that  will  be  recalled  to  thii 
extent,  provided  you  find  that  the  meeting  of  both  of  them 
in  a  satisfactory  way  is  very  inconvenient." 

To  the  letter  of  May  30th  to  the  Bank  of  Kentock]^ 
LouisviUe,  respecting  transfer  of  $135,000  to  the  State  ot 
Virginia: 

«•  The  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to  the  Stale  of  vir- 
ginia  will  be  deducted  from  th«  transfer  heretofon  oidaw 
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to  the  Bank  of  YirgtDia,  or  the  latter  will  be  reealled  to 
that  extent,  provided  both  of  them  are  (ound  to  be  very  in- 
ooavenienttoyoa." 

To  the  letter  of  June  2d  to  Bank  of  Aoaerica,  resecting 
transfer  of  $50,000  to  State  of  Georgia: 

**  This  draft  is  issued  in  consequence  of  the  recall  of 
transfer  drafts  on  your  hank,  issued  in  favor  of  banks  in 
Georgia." 

Simitar  postscript  to  letters  of  June  3d  to  Mechanics' 
Bank  and  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  respecting 
tranfers  to  State  of  Georgia." 

CI. 

BAveoB,  Matkk,  June  5,  1837. 
Si  a  :  At  this  eventful  crisis,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  give 
yoQ  frequent  information  of  what  we  are  doing,  who  have 
the  direction  of  the  People's  Bank ;  therefore  we  would 
lay,  in  addition  to  a  former  communication,  that  we  have 
not  suspended,  nor  shall  we  suspend  specie  payment,  un- 
less  the  Treasury  draft  on  us  for  $21,000,  payable  July 
1st,  should  be  exacted  in  gold  aud  silver.  If,  however, 
we  should,  by  dire  necessity,  be  compelled  to  change  our 
cooise,  we  shall  immediately  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Treasury  Department.  We  thank  you  for  the  courteous 
and  encouraging  sentiments  expressed  in  your  last,  while 
we,  with  assurances  of  our  greatest  respect,  would  subbcribe 
sorMlves  Your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  D.  WILLIAMSON, 

Fruident  Peoples  Bcmk, 

Hon.  LSTI   WOODBVBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  DepH  U,  5. 
C2. 

Banoob,  MiixB,  June  10,  1837. 
8ia :  Having  lately  written  to  you,  we  should  not  ad- 
dress you  again  so  soon,  had  not  your  communication  of 
the  5th  instant,  received  this  morning,  filled  us  with  ex- 
treme anxiety  ;  lor  by  yours  of   18th  February  last,  the 
FeopWg  Bank  were  notified  that  $21,000  of  the  public 
money  would  be  drawn  tor  in  favor  of  the  State  of'Maine,* 
to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July  next ;  whereas,  by  this  day's 
nail  we  are  notified  by  the  Treasury  Department,  that  a 
tranfer  draft  to  this  State  of  $33,612  75,  payable  that  day, 
is  directed  upon  thb  bank,  the  former  sum  being  thus  en- 
large^l  ocMisiderably  more  than  one  tidrd,  and  yet  all  to  be 
paid  within  thirty  days,  a  shorter  period,  if  we  are  correct, 
than  the  one  mentioned  in  our  contract ;  and  a  sum,  too, 
not  inconsiderable  for  a  bank  of  our  capital,  especially  in 
these  times.     We  apprehend  most  assuredly  thit  there 
must  be,  in  the  multiplicity  of  your  avocations  at  this  junc- 
ture, som^Hhing  uninientioncU ;  for  by  ours  of  May  17th 
and  June  5th  we  informed  you  that  we  had  determined 
not  to  suspend  specie  payments,  that  we  had  in  vault  and 
at  command  sufBcient  specie  to  redeem  all  our  bills  in  cir- 
culation, that  a  large  amount  of  our  loans  was  on  fhorl 
paper,  payable  in  Boston,  and  that  we  should  probably  be 
able  to  pay  the  next  Treasury  draft  of  $21,000  July  1st, 
in  the  usual  course  of  basinet',  paying  out  such  money 
M   we   receive ;   and  we    respectfully    inquired   whether 
the  draft  for  the  sum  last  mentioned  might  not  for  a 
perio«l   be  withholden  or  delayed,   or  some   other   relief 
or   aid  be  conveniently  afforded   us   in   this  emergency 
IS  to  specie.     In  your  encouraging  reply,  dated  May  23d, 
you  were  pleaded  to  approve  highly  of  our  **  firmness  and 
pereevernnce,"  and  **  heartily  witih  us  success,"  assuring 
Qj  the  Treasury  Department  would  at  an  early  day  apprize 
Qs  of  the  coarse  to  be  pursued  as  to  to  the  transfers  to  this 
State,  and  adopt  «  measures  as  favcrahle  for  our  hank  as 
public  duty  will  permit." 

Now,  the  next  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, this  day  received,  advises  us,  as  before  statoil, 
that   we  must  pay  $33,6ri  73  instead  of  |21,000,  and 


consequently,  if  we  accept  the  draft,  we  must  pay  in  such 
money  as  may  be  demanded.  The  State  Treasurer  will 
draw  for  it  in  favor  of  different  towns,*  and  in  sums  equal 
to  their  respective  proportions,  without  mentioning  any 
kind  of  money ;  and  as  gold  and  silver  are  the  only  consti- 
tutional tender,  such  will  unquestionably  bo  demanded,  it 
being  now  at  a  high  premium,  and  hanks  and  individuals 
gp-eatly  wanting  it.  But  specie  cannot  be  procured,  and 
therefore  specie  cannot  possibly,  to  the  amount  of  the 
draft,  be  paid.  Must,  then,  the  People's  Bank,  when  it 
becomes  due,  suspend  specie  payments ;  after  all  its  forti- 
tude, its  efforts,  and  its  sacred  regard  for  law  and  contract, 
honor  and  promptitude  ?  Shall  the  prophetic  surmises  of 
foes  be  verified,  and  they  tauntingly  triumph  over  our 
well-timed  exertional  Have  we  fought  the  good  fight 
and  kept  the  faith  in  vain  ?  Or  will  it  be  no  better  for  us, 
that  we,  in  so  good  a  cause,  have  stood  firmer  than  oth- 
ers— ^this  being  the  only  deposits  bank  in  all  New  England 
that  has  not  sus])ended  specie  payments  ?  Nor  do  we  wish 
to  be  forced  into  that  situation,  by  such  suspension,  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
the  public  funds  out  of  the  People's  Bank,  which  has 
alone,  at  considerable  sacrifice,  in  supplying  itself  with 
specie,  endeavored  to  sustain  itself  and  the  good  policy  of 
the  administration.  Nothing  could  have  occurred  more 
unexpectedly  than  the  enlarged  call  on  us  at  this  crisis ;, 
for  our  paper  on  Boston^  thoqgh  undoubtedly  good,  is  re- 
turning from  day  to  day  protested  ;  every  bill  any  one  can 
get  of  ours  is  presented  for  specie,  even  change,  and  now' 
this  day,  June  10th,  we  are  directed  to  be  ready  to  pay 
July  1st,  $3.1,612  75  of  $42,130  72,  the  whole  of  the 
Government's  deposite  in  the  People's  Bank.  It  witl  thus 
be  perceived  that  we  are  in  an  anticipated  dilemma ;  there- 
fore we  would  respectfully  inquire,  cannot  another  draft, 
to  the  amount  of  $10,000  or  $15,000  be  substituted  for 
that  of  $33,612  75,  or  the  latter  be  in  part  countermand- 
ed ?  Or,  as  we  requested  in  ours  of  May  17th,  may  not 
the  draft  be  withholden  for  a  period  1  Or  could  not  our 
bank  have  a  Treasury  draft  for  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars  on  some  deposite  banks  that  have  suspended  specie  - 
payments,  or  on  some  other  receivers  of  the  public  money  1  • 
In  short,  will  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  pleased  to 
extend  to  us  the  temporary  relief,  important  in  the  present - 
emergency,  as  it  will,  we  believe,  be  consonant  to  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  at  the  same  time  confer  a  favor  on  his  un- 
feigned and  abiding  friends  and  obedient  servants  ?  In  be- 
half of  the  directors  of  the  People's  Bank : 

WM.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  President, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  Ifu  Treasury, 

C  8. 
Treasury  Dbpabtmrjct,  June  17,  1837. 
Si  R  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  lOlh  instant.  In  common  with  the  proportion  of 
all  the  other  banks  in  Maine,  that  of  the  People's  Bank 
was  increased  in  the  State  transfers  payable  on  the  Ist 
July,  in  consequence  of  the  non -execution  of  the  outstand- 
ing transfer  drafu  from  the  South  and  West  to  Boston, 
and  which  reduced  the  depositee  in  that  place  bo  low  as  to 
render  any  considerable  amount  of  transfer  to  Maine  im- 
possible. It  was  supposed  that  the  State  transfer  upon 
your  bank  would  be  paid  without  inconvenience;  but, 
upon  your  suggestion,  that  unless  reduced,  or  a  draft  on 
Boston  is  furnisheJ,  its  amount  beyond  the  notice  may  in- 
terfere with  your  expectations  and  consequent  arrange- 
ments, and  is  not  satisfactory,  I  have  directed  the  Treasu- 
rer to  issue  two  transfer  drafts  in  your  favor  on  Boston  for 
the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  sum  you  was 
originally  notified  to  pay  the  State  of  Maine  and  the  State 
transfer  recently  placed  on  your  bank,  payable  on  Ist  July. 
These  transfers  arc  on  the  Commonwealth  and  Fulton 
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Bulk*  ^r  $6,000  each,  payable  on  demand,  and  will  ob- 
viate the  inconvenience  of  increasing  yoor  proportion  of 
the  State  transfers  beyond  the  notice. 
I  ain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

S.cretary  of  the  TVetuury, 
W.  D.  WiLLiiMSoir,  Esq., 
President  of  the  PeopWt  Bank,  Bangor,  Me. 

Dl. 
Trkasuht  Dsvartmkxt,  June  17,  1837. 
Sia  :  To  enable  the  People's  Bank  of  Bangor  to  meet 
an  excess  in  the  amount  of  tlie  State  transfer  draft  beyond 
what  it  was  originally  notified  to  pay,  I  have  directed  a 
transfer  in  its  favor  for  $6,000  upon  your  bank,  payable 
on  demand,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  met  without  inconve- 
nience, as  no  State  transfers  for  the  Joly  instalment  will 
be  place  on  your  bank  in  favor  of  any  State  except  Massa- 
chusetts. I  am,  dec, 

LEVI  W^OODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
GiaHiEB  of  the  Fulton  Bank^  Boston,  Mass, 

D2. 
Trxabubt  Dkpartmxkt,  June  17,  1837. 
Sir  :  In  order  to  enable  the  People's  Bank  of  Bangor 
to  meet  an  excess  in  the  amount  of  the  State  transfer  draft 
placed  upon  it  beyond  its  notice,  I  have  directed  a  transfer 
for  $6,000  upon  your  bsnk  In  its  favor,  payable  on  de- 
mand, which  I  hope  will  be  met  without  inconvenience, 
as  you  will  not  pay  any  State  transfers  in  July  but  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. I  am,  Slc, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Cashikr  of  the  Commonwealth  ah,  Boston,  Mass. 

E  I. 
Tbxaburt  DxPARTMBirT,  June  6,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me,  at  your  earliest 
convenience,  whether  your  bank  will  be  prepared  to  exe- 
cute a  transfer  of  the  balance  of  public  money  to  the  State 
of  Connecticut  on  the  1st  July  next,  as  a  portion  of  the 
depoaite  then  to  be  made  with  that  Slate,  and  whether  that 
would  not  be  the  eaaieet  and  best  mode  of  closing  up  our 
aakirs. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
PaxsinxiTT  of  the  Quinebaug  Banky 

Nprwieh,  Conn, 

E  2. 
QUIXSBAUO  Baxk, 

Norwich,  June  10,  1837. 
Sib:  I  forward  our  account  with  the  Treasurer  to  this 
date.     1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  in- 
quiring if  this  bank  will  be  prepared  to  pay  on  the  Ist  July 
neit  the  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  certainly  of 
being  deprived  of  the  use  of  funds  in  July,  by  the  fail- 
ure of  manufacturers  and  their  factors  in  New  York,  it 
will  be  out  of  the  power  of  this  bank  to  meet  your  wishes ; 
but  we  will  endeavor  to  provide  for  a  part  of  the  balance. 
We  should  he  obliged  by  having  you  draw  for  as  small  an 
amount  as  will  consist  with  the  convenience  of  the  Treasury. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

F.  A.  PERKINS,  Cashier, 
Hon.  Lbvi  WooDBrax, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

E  3. 
TRKAsrHT  Dkpartment,  June  17,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instaitl,  with  iu  enclosure^    Al\er  waiting  what 


was  deemed  a  reasonable  period  for  a  reply  to  my  letter  of 
the  5th  instant,  I  had  ordered  a  SUte  transfer  diaA  to  be 
placed  on  you  in  favor  of  the  State,  for  the  balance  in  de- 
poaite with  you,  under  the  belief  that  the  payments  might 
be  more  conveniently  made  to  the  State  of  Conneeu'cot 
than  upon  warrants  in  favor  of  publie  creditors.  K  differ- 
ent  opinion  being  expressed  in  your  letter,  I  have  recaUed 
the  State  transfer  for  the  whole  balance  on  deposits  aith 
you,  and  placed  one  instead  for  $25,000,  which,  from  the 
tenor  of  your  letter,  you  will  doubtless  meet  with  conve- 
nience  and  promptitude. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

F.  A.  Pkbrthb,  Esq., 

Cashier  Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Conn. 

F  1. 
Rhode  Iblahji  Ubior  Bark, 
Newport,  (R,  /.,)  June  3,  1837. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  reply  to  that  part  of  youiciicuUr 
letter  of  the  18ih  ultimo,  addresf^ed  to  the  cashier  of  this 
bank,  which  relates  to  its  future  course  in  regard  to  the 
remaining  balance  ($38,362  98)  of  your  dcpostles  in  it, 
which  is  now  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States.  As  only  a  few  notes  discounted  by  the 
bank  will  fall  due  in  this  month,  and  some  of  those  iDQ»t 
be  renewed,  it  wilt  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  bank 
to  pay  a  part  of  said  balance  before  the  middle  of  next 
mouth.  And  as  you  have  drawn  from  time  to  time  war 
warrants  on  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  in  favor  of  the 
Newport  Exchange  Bank,  by  which  the  money  required  lo 
carry  on  the  public  works  at  Fort  Adams  has  been  ohtain> 
J  ed,  and  those  warrants  have  been  regularly  paid,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  proposing  that  three  such  warrants  be  dr&vn 
by  you,  each  for  a  third  part  of  aaid  balance,  viz:  the  1st 
payable  on  the  15th  July,  2d  payable  on  the  16th  August, 
3d  payable  on  the  15th  September,  1837. 

If,  having  in  view  the  public  interests  and  the  accommo- 
dalion  of  this  bank,  under  existing  circumstances,  joo 
should  think  it  proper  to  do  what  is  here  respectfully  sog' 
gested,  arrangements  will  be  made  in  oeason  to  pay  the 
warrants  proposed  to  be  drawn  by  you. 

The  cashier  of  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank  will  con* 
tinue  to  make,  weekly,  to  the  Treasury  Department,  rtpi- 
lar  returns  of  tlie  state  of  the  Imnk,  so  long  as  any  moitey 
belonging  to  the  United  States  shall  remain  deposited  with  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  bumble  servant, 

CHRIS.  G.   CHAM  PUN, 
President  Rhode  Inland  Union  Bank. 

Hon.  IjKvi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

F  2. 
TiiKAsuRT  Departmkxt,  Juvc  7,  1637. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  lo 
assure  you  that  this  Department  will  endeavor  to  accommo- 
date you  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  balance,  after 
meeting  the  $10,000  to  the  State  on  the  first  of  July,  ^ 
you  have  heretofore  notified,  by  gradual  draft  for  the 
amount,  as  near  your  suggestions  as  the  wants  of  the  pub- 
lic service  may  justify. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obotlicnt  servont, 
LEVI    WOODBURY. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
C.  G.  Champlix,  Ej?q., 

President  of  the  Union  Dank,  Newport,  R.  I 
F3. 

RUODB  ISLAXD    UnIOW   BaNK, 

Newport,  R.  /.,  June  12,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  I  thank  you  for  tho  assurance  it  ron- 
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taini  in  regard  to  the  balance  that  «rill  be  due  from  this 
bank  (o  the  Treasorer  of  the  United  States,  after  the  trans- 
fer draft  upon  it  for  the  sum  of  $10,000,  payable  to  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  shall  have 
been  paid.  And  I  now  understand  that  a  war  warrant 
will  be  drawn  on  the  Rhode  Inland  Union  Bank,  in  iavor 
of  the  Newport  Exchange  Bank,  for  one-half  of  that  bal- 
•Doe,  payable  in  August  next ;  and  that  another  such  war- 
rant will  be  drawn  for  the  other  half  of  said  balance,  pay- 
able in  September  next ;  and  this  bank  will  then  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  said  warrants. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  humble  servant, 
CHRIS.  G.  CHAMPLIN, 
President  of  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodburt. 

P.  8.  June  13th.— The  cashier  of  the  Rhode  Mond 
Union  Bank  has  this  day  received  notice  (from  the  Treas- 
ury  Department)  of  a  draft  on  this  bank,  payable  to  the 
Newport  Exchange  Bank,  for  $7,600. 

G  1. 
MscHAHics'  Bank,  New  York,  March  20,  1837. 

8i» :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  our  semi- 
monthly statement  of  the  Mtuation  of  the  bank,  together 
with  a  daplicatc  of  the  Treasurer's  account  current. 

Oor  cashier  has  shown  me  your  letter,  advising  of  two 
further  transfer  drafts  on  ua  for  $100,000  each,  )>ayable 
the  1st  of  the  ensuing  month.  You  will  perceive  we  have 
paid  during  the  past  week  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars 
on  Government  drafts,  an  amount  that  we  could  not  pos- 
Bibly  curtail  from  our  discounts,  during  the  existing  un- 
paralled  pressure,  without  producing  ruinous  consequences 
lo  this  community.  We  are,  therefore,  in  debt,  and  sub- 
ject to  any  specie  drafts  that  may  be  made  upon  our  city. 
Under  the^e  peculiar  circumstances,  if  the  period  of  pay- 
ment  of  these  drafts  could  be  deferred,  it  would,  T  confi- 
dently believe,  be  of  essential  benefit,  not  only  to  the  bank, 
bat  to  the  public. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent aervanr,  JOHN  FLEMING,  President. 

Hon.  Livi  WoorsuiiT. 

G2. 
TasAsvRT  BapABTMtNT,  March  23,  1837. 
8im  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  20th  instant,  with  its  enclosures. 

With  regard  to  the  letter  from  this  Department  to  which 
you  refer,  without  s\)ecifying  its  date,  advising  of  t^o 
transfer  drafts  of  $100,000,  payable  on  the  1st  of  April, 
and  requesting  an  extension  of  the  period  of  payment,  I 
have  to  state  that  the  copy  of  that  letter  has  uJt  been  found, 
and,  before  acting  on  your  request,  I  must  ask  you  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  letter  to  which  you  refer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servnnt, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
J.  Flsxivi,  Esq., 

President  Mechanics*  Bankj  New  York. 

G3. 
MccRAScics'  Bahk,  New  York,  March  24,  18S7. 
Sir  ;  ft  must  be  apparent  to  every  discreet  and  judicious 
obaervcr  that  the  pecuniary  difficulties  which  for  some  lime 
pisthave  presjied  heavily  upon  the  community,  are  fast  ap- 
proacbmg  a  crisis.  Th»  present  indications  are  of  a  char- 
acter jostlj  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  reflecting  and 
prudent  men.  Peeling  persuaded  that  you  take  a  deep  in- 
terest in  whatever  alTects  the  financial  concerns  of  this  city, 
1  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  at  the  present  time. 

The  revuNons  in  commercial  credit  throughout  Europe, 
as  well  ea  in  this  country,  arc  well  calculated  to  arrest  the 
atteotion  cvf  all  who  are  in  an v wise  connected  with  the 


moneyed  operations  of  the  commercial  cities.  At  home, 
the  recent  failures  of  eminent  houses,  largely  engaged  in 
exchange  and  money  transactions,  have  necessarily  created 
a  deep  and  widely-pervading  excitement  in  the  public  mind ; 
and  from  abroad,  the  advices  are  of  a  character  to  increase 
rather  than  to  allay  the  existing  apprehensions.  The  rates 
of  foreign  exchange  are  such  as  to  justify  fears  of  a  consid- 
erable export  of  coin,  which,  I  may  say,  has  already  com- 
menced. This  fact,  cotinected  with  the  actual  scarcity  of 
means  to  accommodate  the  merchants  in  meeting  their  cur- 
rent business  engagements,  now  falling  due,  render  it  an 
imperative  duty  on  the  part  of  the  city  banks  to  adopt  every 
reasonable  precaution  to  avert  the  threatened  disasters.  It 
is  certainly  the  interest,  and  it  would  seem  also  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  so  to  administer  its  financial  con- 
cerns as  to  suMain  and  foster  the  business  interests  of  a 
community  which  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  national 
treasury. 

The  practice  of  past  years  of  allowing  the  import  in- 
come to  accumulate,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  whose 
transactions  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the  public  rev  • 
enue,  was  not  found  to  be  injurious  in  its  operation,  nor 
did  it  afford  any  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  So  large  an  amount  of  domestic  and 
foreign  money  transactions  centre  in  this  city,  that  most  of 
the  commercial  and  mercantile  interests  connected  with  the 
general  business  concerns  of  the  country  are  intimately  as- 
sociated with  our  financial  situation  and  prospects. 

Our  credits  supply  not  only  the  imported  products  for 
consumption,  but  furnish  also  largely  the  facilities  for  real- 
iiing  the  va«t  amounts  of  our  annual  exports. 

When  the  source  of  a  business  thus  exteusivo  and  xom- 
plicated  becomes  disordered,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  pre- 
dict tho  consequent  effect  upon  the  many  streams  which 
diverge  from  such  a  fountain. 

It  is  under  ciicumstances  of  deep  responsibility,  as  one 
of  the  Government  agents,  intrusteid,  in  a  measure,  with 
the  management  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Treasury, 
that  I  have  presumed  to  trouble  you  at  this  important  mo- 
ment, and  to  solicit  your  intervention,  so  far  as  you  may 
think  the  exigency  requiries,  in  alleviating  the  present 
difficulties,  and  in  averting,  if  possible,  those  menaced  us 
in  prospect. 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  20th  instant, 
requesting  an  extension  of  time  with  regard  to  the  two 
drafts  upon  this  bank,  payable  on  the  1st  proximo. 
In  that  communication  a  brief  reference  was  made  to  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  exii>ting  in  this  city  ;  the  diffi- 
culties then  alluded  to  are  daily  increasing,  and  conMC- 
quences  serious  and  alarming,  as  well  to  individuals  as  to 
public  institutions,  force  themselves  in  a  strong  point  of 
view  on  the  attention  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  re- 
sult. 

W^ith  respect  to  the  but«ines8  and  situation  of  this  bank, 
it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  our  transactions  are  with  a 
larger  number  of  deulcrn  than  those  of  an^'  other  city  in- 
stitution. In  the  management  of  our  concerns  we  have 
studiously  endeavored  to  accommodate  the  bond-payers  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  our  means,  compatible  with  other 
claims.  In  doing  so,  we  have  necessarily  been  obliged  to 
reduce,  beyond  our  wishes,  the  amount  of  specie  in  our 
vaults.  'J'he  drain  of  coin  for  ordinary  business  is  con- 
stant, and  to  a  very  considerable  cxient.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  some  of  the  cily  banks  are  disposed  to  hoard  their 
6(iecie  ;  the  effect  of  which  measure  is,  to  throw  the  bur- 
den of  tho  pressure  unfairly  upon  others.  We  have  paid 
of  the  Government  funds,  within  the  last  fortnight,  about 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  iu  Treasury  drafts  and 
warrants ;  the  last  of  which,  for  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  payment  was  demanded  in  specie,  and  we  aro 
now  required  to  pay,  in  addition,  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  the  first  of  the  ensuing  month. 
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I  think  myself  jastified,  under  exi»ting  circumBtanoes* 
in  making  thin  appeal  to  you,  sir,  on  behalf  not  only  of 
our  own  institution,  but  of  the  community  generally  ;  and 
submit  with  entire  and  respectful  confidence,  whetlier  a 
bank,  thus  situated,  should  be  compelled  at  such  a  time  of 
imminent  emergency,  still  further  to  curtail  its  discounts 
in  the  proportion  necessary  to  meet  the  impending  de- 
mands. It  cannot  be  done  without  materially  increasing 
the  present  distress ;  and  it  is  feared  that  the  attempt  will 
result  in  extensive  bankruptcies.  In  such  an  event,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  suggest  what  may  be  the  responsibililies 
resting  upon  the  Government.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  proper 
disposition  is  not  wanting  to  extend  all  the  relief  required. 

I  am  particularly  induced  to  represent  these  facts  strong- 
ly, in  consequence  of  a  demand  made  upon  us  yesterday 
by  the  Union  Bank  of  this  city,  for  $50,000  in  specie, 
upon  the  allegation  that  you  had  required  them  to  increase 
their  stock  of  coin.  The  suggestion  to  them  was  doubt- 
less a  judicious  one,  but  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 
the  mere  transfer  of  coin  from  the  vaults  of  one  city  bank 
to  that  of  another,  can  add  to  the  stability  of  the  associated 
institutions,  while  the  efi'ect  is  to  increase  still  further  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments.  The  specie  basis,  in  the  mean 
time,  remains  the  same ;  and  the  practice  of  drawing  at  a 
time  like  the  present  is  calculated  to  unsettle  tlie  good  un- 
derstanding between  llie  banks ;  which,  if  becoming  no  - 
torious,  is  very  likely  to  excite  unnecessary  apprehensions 
in  other  quarters.  This  bank  has,  to  the  extent  of  its 
ability,  contributed  promptly  to  the  assistance  of  other  in- 
stitutions, and  will  continue  to  act  in  the  same  spirit,  ask- 
ing in  return  only  a  just  forbearance  and  reciprocal  action 
on  the  part  of  its  associates  in  the  public  service. 

In  conclusion,  I  tske  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  any  aid  which  may  be  otherwise  afforded,  the 
action  of  the  Government  may  greatly  relieve  and  allay 
the  existing  excitement,  and  materially  foster  and  en- 
courage the  commercial  interests,  by  abstaining  for  as  long 
a  period  as  poisible,  from  drawing  upon  the  funds  collect- 
ed from  the  public  revenue  in  this  city.  Should  these 
drafts  continue  to  any  considerable  amount,  I  am  fearful 
that,  in  the  necessity  of  protecting  themselves,  the  banks 
will  be  compelled  to  contract  their  loans  to  an  extent  that 
must  result  in  a  ruinous  bankruptcy,  and  heavy  losses  to 
the  Government. 

I  beg  you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  writing 
thus  plainly  upon  the  subject  in  question.  Its  importance 
is  my  apology,  and  1  shall  feel  greatly  relieved  from  pres- 
ent apprehensions  if  it  shall  receive,  at  your  hands,  such 
action  as  seoms  to  me  to  be  imperatively  called  for. 

May  I  ask   to  be  favored  with  a  reply  as  early  as  may 
comport  with  your  convenience.  I  am>  very  respectfully,  &c. 
JOHN  FLEMING,  PrttidetU. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Wood  hurt, 

StcrHary  of  the  Treasury 

G4. 

Mkchasics'  Ban'k,  New  York,  March  25,  1837. 
Sin:  In  writing  to  you  hastily  on  theiSOih  instant,  1 
made  a  mistake  with  regard  to  the  drafts  therein  referred 
to ;  it  was  my  intention  to  have  referred  to  your  letter  of 
the  loth,  which  notified  us  of  a  trafisfor  draft  to  the  State 
of  New  York  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FLEMING,  President 
The  Hon.  Levi  WonneuRT, 

Secretary  .if  t fie  Treasury. 

G5. 
TttKASuRT  Department,  March  2i,  1837. 
Si  a  :  In  cou»>qnence  of  the  request  made  in  behalf  of 
(he  inntitution  over  which  yi>u  preside,  for  the  extension  of 


the  period  for  the  payment  of  the  two  transfer  drafts  re- 
ferred to  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  it  may  be  use- 
ful  to  place  distinctly  before  you  the  situation  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  the  depositc  banks  somewhat  mere  ia  deuil 
than  is  usual  in  the  current  correspondence  of  this  Depart- 
ment 

By  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  the  33d  June  last,  \he 
whole  amount  of  public  money  remaining  in  the  Treasurj 
on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  excepting  five  miltiona  of 
dollara,  was  required  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  banks  and 
placed  in  deposite  with  the  several  States  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, the  first  of  which  was  to  be  made  immediately  after 
the  latter  dale.     These  quarterly  payments  amount  to  up- 
wards of  $9,367,000  upon  each  of  the  first  days  of  Jaoa- 
ary,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  order  that  the  whole  mm 
of  $37,468,869  97  may  be  deposited  with  the  States  da- 
ring the  year,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law.  These 
great  and  frequent  payments  will  fully  explun  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  for  the  past  and  present,  as  well  as  fu- 
ture curtailment  in  many  cases  of  the  discounts  heretofore 
made  to  the  community  by  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  and 
which  curtailment,  while  regretted  by  m^ny,  and  while  re- 
garded by  you  as  productive  of  such  unfiavorableconreqaen- 
ces,  must  generally  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  above  act 
of  Congress. 

But  no  authority  exists  in  any  branch  of  the  General 
Government,  except  Congress,  to  modify  or  delsy  the  pay- 
ments in  question,  onerous  as  they  often  must  prove  to  the 
banks,  or  inconvenient  as  they  must  be  to  their  customer!. 
Congress,  at  its  late  session,  though  held  since  the  law  was 
passed,  and  its  burdensome  operatioji  was  in  some  degree 
experienced,  not  having  thought  proper  to  amend  it,  those 
deposite  banks  in  -whicfi  great  sums  of  public  money  have 
been. heretofore  placed  and  loaned  to  accommodate  the  pub- 
lic, must  now  make,  if  they  have  not  already  made,  the 
requisite^preparation  for  meeting  those  large  payments  vith 
punctuality.  This  course  is  due  to  their  contracts  with 
the  Government  and  to  the  wishes  of  Congress;  hence,  it 
is  hoped  and  believed  that  your  bank,  in  common  with  the 
other  public  depositories,  having,  for  more  than  nine  oiontbs 
past,  been  apprized  of  the  necessity  for  the  repayment  of 
the  public  funds  in  your  custody,  have  not  been  uninind- 
ful  of  those  preparations.  But,  at  the  same  time,  allow 
me  to  add  that  you  may  rest  assured  it  will  continue  to  be 
the  policy  of  this  Department  to  mitigate,  whenever  law- 
ful, the  existing  embarrassment. 

In  consequence  of  this  policy,  the  large  excess  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  over  the  equal  proportion  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  has  been  allowed  to  remain  so  long  in  yooi 
city — a  place,  however,  where,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
proper  to  add  that,  from  its  great  crommerce,  enterprise,  aod 
central  position,  both  the  collections  and  disburssmeots  of 
the  revenue  are  usually  heavier  than  elsewhere,  and  a  coo- 
siderable  portion  of  the  surplus  of  the  public  funds  is  most 
available  for  public  purposes.  Nor  will  the  Treasury  De- 
partment hereafter  depart  from  its  previous  course  to  direct 
no  more  or  earlier  transfers  thence  than  are  required  to  meet 
seasonably  the  heavy  expendilurre  ordered  at  diflerciil points 
by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  to  prepare  and  discharge  those 
quarterly  payments  in  deposite  to  the  States  in  a  manner 
conformable  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  which  are  ren- 
dered inadmissible  by  their  provisione. 

It  would  fain  do  or  suggest  something  more  which  migbt 
tend  to  lighten  the  existing  pressure  upon  portions  of  the 
commercial  community.  But  some  palliations  have  bera 
spoken  of,  which,  if  adopted,  it  is  feared  could  not  be  very 
usi^ful,  except  as  ministering  to  an  imagrinary  espectatioa 
of  benefit,  while  they  would  expose  the  community  to  * 
real  increase  of  the  very  evils  under  which  it  now  laboi^ 
by  affording  a  pretext  or  temptation  to  a  dangerous  addition 
to  the  discounts  and  issues  of  t»ank8  at  r  time  when  the 
returns  here  prove  the  important  fact  that  those  diFCOan^ 
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by  the  public  depositories  are  now  gp^ater  in  the  coantry, 
as  a  whole,  and  especially  in  the  South  and  West,  than 
they  were  in  June  last. 

On  the  contrary,  I  am,  with  much  regret,  compelled  to 
say  that  this  Department  cannot,  with  justice  to  your  in- 
stitution and  the  community,  encourage  a  hope  that  any 
exemption  very  permanent  or  essential  from  some  pficuni- 
ary  difficulties  can,  through  its  agency,  with  its  limited 
powers,  be  effected ;  while  these  vast  collections  and  dis- 
bursements are  in  progress,  and  while  several  portions  of 
the  country  are  at  the  same  time  suffering  under  the  con- 
sequences of  having,  during  the  preceding  eighteen  months, 
invested  in  public  lands  alone,  besides  numerous  specula- 
tions in  private  lands,  and  which  are  yet  chiefly  dead  cap- 
iul,  the  enormous  sum  of  over  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
beyond  the  usual  purchases  in  that  way ;  and,  while  our 
importations  during  only  the  last  year  have  reached  near 
one  hundred  and  ninety  millions,  or  the  unexampled  ex- 
cess (independent  of  specie)  of  fifty  millions  more  than  our 
whole  exports.  This  extraordinary  balance,  after  deduct- 
ing every  thing  reasonable  for  freights,  profits,  difference 
of  valuation,  and  other  causes,  must  still  leave  an  amount 
of  debt  difficult  to  be  discharged,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
and  equally  difficult  to  be  postponed,  while  failures  and 
embarrassments,  caused  by  excesses  in  over-banking,  over- 
trading, and  speculation,  shall  continue  to  be,  unfortunate- 
ly, quite  as  great  abroad  as  at  home.  Among  the  various 
projects  which  have  been  suggested  for  mitigation  or  relief, 
BO  remedies  which  are  feasible,  secure,  and  legal,  appear 
to  me  so  natural  or  so  likely  to  be  so  effected  in  the  exist- 
ing condition  of  things,  as  those  indulgences  which  the 
Utates,  to  whom  the  deposits  payments  are  to  be  made, 
vriJi  be  able  afterwards  to  extend,  and  the  resolute  com- 
mencement and  prosecution  by  all  concerned,  of  the  ordi- 
nary eara  of  such  evils,  in  pecuniary  affairs,  by  increasing 
economy  in  expenditures,  and  by  banking  less,  trading 
lesa,  and  speculating  less,  till  prices  and  business  revert  to 
their  former  standards  and  channels,  and  both  proceed  more 
on  the  safe  basis  of  actual  capital  and  the  real  wants  of  the 
eoaamwnity. 

By  a  firm  course  of  this  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  discreet 
portion  of  the  commercial  world,  with  all  that  comity  .and 
fori>earance  to  each  other  which  the  banks  in  the  present 
exigency  ought  liberally  to  extend,  so  far  as  their  own 
safety  will  permit,  little  doubt  exisU  that  many  indi^uais 
win  soon  experience  sensible  relief,  the  urgent  calls  on  the 
banks  will  speedily  begin  to  lessen,  and  mutual  confidence 
and  a  sound  state  of  prosperity  will  be  restored  and  long 
preserved. 

The  country  still  possesses  every  great  element  to  ensure 
fvtare  wealth  and  happiness ;  and  with  the  exercise  of  fbr- 
titaJe  and  moderation  now,  and  of  more  foresight  and  pni- 
deoea  hereafter,  on  the  subjects  before  mentioned,  it  will 
soon  become  extricated  from  those  mercantile  embarrass- 
nienta»  which,  it  is  trusted,  are  only  temporary,  and  will  be 
able  to  increase  iu  lecurities  against  their  frequont  occur- 


I  am,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
Joair  FLKMme,  Esq., 

Pre$ident  of  the  Mechanic^  Bank,  New  York, 

G  6. 
TaKASUBT  DaPARTXXHT,  March  26,  1887. 
8im :  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  S4th  insUnt.  Without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  my 
leUer  of  the  S3d  inst^int,  requesting  a  specification  of  the 
transfers  lefaned  to  in  yours  of  the  20th,  I  shall,  to-mor- 
row,  direct  the  Treasurer  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  of 
the  timnaler  draft  in  fttvor  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  for 
f50,000»  payable  en  the^  1st  April,  and  that  for  #100,000, 


in  favor  of  the  National  Bank,  payable  on  the  1 5th  of 
April.  These  appear  to  be  all  the  transfer  drails  in  favor 
of  banks  in  your  city,  which  are  outstanding  upon  your 
bank ;  and,  in  justice  to  the  institutions  in  favor  of  which 
they  were  drawn,  which  may  have  shaped  their  business 
somewhat  in  view  of  these  drafu,  an  extension  of  thirty 
days  upon  each  is  as  much  as  seems  to  be  proper. 

You  do  this  Department,  in  your  letter,  no  more  than 
justice,  in  attributing  to  it  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  af- 
fects the  financial  concerns  of  New  York..  Every  thing  in 
its  power,  consistent  with  law,  will  be  most  cheerfully 
done  to  sustain  mercantile  credit  in  your  city.  But  with 
regard  to  your  suggestions  as  to  the  curtailment  of  your 
loans,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  remark  that  your  bank 
has  been  leas  colled  on  to  repay  the  public  money  in  its 
custody,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its  capital  ond  its 
amount  of  public  deposits,  than  any  bonk  in  your  city. 
On  the  14th  instsnt,  it  sppears  to  have  had  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  more  than  two  millions 
three  hundred  thojisand  dollars,  being  upwards  of  a  mil- 
lion more  than  the  Manhattan  Company,  an  institution  of 
similar  capital,  and  upwards  of  half  a  million  more  than  the 
Bank  of  America,  which  has  an  authorized  actual  capital 
of  a  million  more  than  your  bank,  though  in  July  last  the 
amount  of  the  public  deposites  was  neariy  the  same  in 
each.  It  appears  from  the  returns  of  those  banks  that 
they  have  greatiy  and  providenUy  lessened  their  discount 
line  in  due  season.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  regret,  af- 
ter the  experience  of  November  last,  that  the  requisite  pre- 
paratory measures  for  meeting  the  payments  required  by 
law  had  not  been  efficiently  adopted  by  all  the  deposite 
banks,  if  any  of  them  be  now  suffering  on  that  account 
But,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  letter,  I  shall 
cheerfully  extend  to  you  all  the  relief  which  my  duty  will 
enable  me  to  do.  Besides  postponing  the  payment  of  the 
transfer  drafts  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  I 
will  direct  the  warrant  for  $150,000,  of  which  notice  was 
given  on  the  1 3th  instant  for  payment  on  account  of  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  to  be  paid  chiefly  or  entirely  by  some 
other  bank.  The  other  transfer  drafls  payable  by  your 
bank  during  the  month  of  April,  being  for  small  sums,  and 
in  favor  of  banks  in  other  places,  are  not  particularized  by 
you,  and  cannot  be  interfered  with  conveniently  to  those 
banks  or  consistently  with  other  arrangements. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  placing  the 
condition  of  your  bank  in  such  a  posture  as  will  ensble  it 
to  meet  promptly,  and  without  inconvenience,  the  large 
payments,  amounting  to  nearly  the  whole  sum  now  on  de- 
posite on  public  account,  which  will  probably  be  required 
between  the  present  time  and  the  let  day  of  October  next. 
For  the  general  views  of  this  Department  on  the  present 
subj'!*ct,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  S4lh  instant, 
repeating  the  assurance  of  my  willingness  to  do  every  thing 
in  its  power  to  support  mercantile  credit  in  your  city. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURYi 
Secretary  oftheTreaexiry, 

JoHsr  FLXXiirG,  Esq., 

President  Meehaniea'  Bank,  N.  Y. 

a  7. 

Trbasvbt  DsrAnTVSirr,  March  37,  1637. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of 
yours  of  the  36th  instant,  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  15th, 
(which  notified  you  of  the  issue  of  a  transfer  draft  for 
$300,000,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,)  as  descri- 
bing the  draft,  the  period  of  the  payment  of  which  you  de- 
sired might  be  postponed  by  your  letter  of  the  tOth  instant 
In  reply  to  that  request,  I  have  to  state  that  the  transfers 
to  the  several  States  at  the  commencement  of  each  quarter 
of  the  present  year  are  required  by  express  law,  and  this 
Department  has  no  power  to  postpone  the  period  of  thehr 
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taking  effect.  It  would  not  be  possible  to  withdraw  the 
draft  in  question,  and  require  its  amount  to  be  paid  by  other 
banks  which  have  a  less  amount  of  public  money  on  de- 
'  posite,  without  drawing  upon  them  too  severely  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Besides,  it  is  understood  that  the  State  of  New 
York  d6es  not  immediately  require  the  money  transferred 
to  it  under  the  deposito  act  to  be  paid,  but  will  grant  in- 
dulgence if  desired. 

But  you  will  have  perceived,  by  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
that  this  Department  has  directed  the  extension  for  thirty 
days  of  the  tran^sfer  drafts  on  your  bank,  in  favor  oi  batilu 
in  your  city,  payable  during  the  neit  month,  to  an  amount 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Stale  transfer  drafts  referred  to. 
This  is  going,  T  believe,  quite  as  far  as  justice  to  the  other 
deposite  banks  will  allow,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  advert 
to  another  fact  as  a  strong  evidence  of  the  indulgent  course 
adopted  by  the  Department  towards  your  institution.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Juno  23,  1836,  no  depopite 
hank  is  permitted  to  hold  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  of  its  capital  stock  on  deposite.  It  became,  af 
course,  the  imperious  duty  of  this  Department  to  place  un- 
der transfer  to  banks  which  could  legally  hold  it,  the  over- 
plus beyond  that  proportion  on  deposite  in  the  existing  de- 
posite banks,  which  proportion,  in  the  case  of  your  bank, 
is  only  $1,500,000.  After  the  lapse  of  nearly  nine  montbri 
from  the  passage  of  -thii»  law,  your  bank  still  holds  more 
than  $800,000  beyond  what  it  is  entitled  to.  So  far  from 
its  being  possible,  under  this  state  of  things,  to  affjrd  yoQ 
much  further  relief,  it  miMt  be  apparent,  in  view  of  the 
fuels  stated  in  my  recent  letters  to  you,  that  the  sum  now 
on  deposite  with  you  must,  in  due  execution  of  the  law,  be 
ere  long  greatly  diminished. 

The  transfers  required  to  reduce  the  amount  on  deposite 
with  your  bank  to  the  extent  authorized  by  law  to  be  held 
by  it,  were  originally  made  prospective,  so  far  as  was  be- 
lieved requisite  to  enable  you  to  curtail  your  operations, 
without  serious  inconvenience  either  to  the  commercial 
community  or  to  yourselves.  After  the  actual  payment  of 
the  overplus  held  by  your  bank  and  required  to  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  deposite  law,  in  order  that  the  amount  on  de- 
posite shall  not  exceed  three-fourths  of  your  capital,  the 
payment  of  the  residue  will  be  deferred  to  the  full  extent  of 
what  seems  to  be  justified  by  i(a  provisions,  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service,  but  will  probably  be  gradually 
required  to  the  amount  of  one-half  or  more  between  the 
present  time  and  October  next 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOOUBURV, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Joua  Flkxeno,  Esq., 

Fresidtnt  Mechanics'  Bank  New  York, 

G8. 

TasAsuar  Dspahtmgnt,  June  6,  1837. 
SjB  :  As  the  State  transfer  drafts  for  the  July  instalment 
are  now  issuing,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether 
you  have  ai\y  particular  wish  as  to  the  amount  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  State  of  New  York  by  your  bank. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
GaoKor.  NiiWBOLn,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York, 

0  9. 

Bahk  of  Ambrica,  June  7,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  favor  of  the  5th  instant,  and  beg  to  inform  vou 
in  reply,  that  we  shall  be  pleased  i|  the  transfer  draft 
,  on  this  bank  bank  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York 
for  the  July  instalment,  shall  be  equal  to  at  least  $300,000; 
and  if  your  Own  wishes  shall  prescribe  a  larger  sum,  aajr 


four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  it  will  be  equally 
acceptable  to  us  if  the  draft  shall  be  made  accordingly. 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  thanks  for  your  communica- 
tion, and  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  President 
Hian.  LsTi  Woodbdrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 

G  10. 
Brookltit,  Baitk, 

Brooklyn^  June  7,  1837. 
Hbspkctbd  Sib  :   We  shall  be  glaJ,  if  perfectly  agree- 
ablo,  to  receive  a  draft  for  the  amount  it  will  take  for  us  to 
pay  over  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

If  agreeable  to  you,  we  shall  be  glad  if  you  would  in- 
struct your  agent,  Mr.  Robert  Swartwout,  to  do  his  busi- 
ness with  the  Brooklyn  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  it  being  a  specie- 
paying  hank,  snd  a  depo»ilory  of  Government. 

Any  business  that  you  may  think  proper  to  intrust  us 
with  shall  be  iaithfully  and  carefully  attended  to. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.   F.  HICKS,  President. 
Hon.  Lkvi  Woodburt. 

Gil. 
Trrasurt  Departmen't,  June  9,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  leilcr  of 
the  7lh   instant.     The  transfer  drafu  for  the  payment  of 
the  July  instalment  to  the  Sutes  are  preparing,  and  will 
soon  be  forwarded. 

All  the  public  officers  in  and  near  New  York  having 
public  funds  in  hand,  and  fitkding  it  convenient  to  do  b(\ 
are  required  to  deposite  them  in  your  bank  by  law,  there 
being  no  other  public  depository  at  this  time.  I  have  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  collector  of  New  York  on  the  sub- 
ject tO'day  as  regards  him. 

I  am,  \ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I^.  F.  Hicks,  Esq., 

President  qftlie  Brooklyn  Bank, 

G  12. 
•  MxRca art's  Bank, 

New  York,  May  15»  1837. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  with  this  the  account  of  this  bank  with 
the  Treasurer  at  the  end  of  the  week  just  closed,  abowing 
no  change  in  our  balance  of  $392,100  03,  due  bim. 

I  duly  received  your  notice  relative  to  the  comparative 
amount  of  specie  in  our  vaults  and  our  circulation.  The 
apparent  issues  of  this  bank  were  increased  by  the  onAir 
conduct  of  some  of  the  others,  the  Phoenix  in  partieubr,  in 
retaining  on  hand  our  larger  notes,  and  paying  them  out 
in  lieu  of  their  own  when  calls  were  made  for  specie.  The 
actual  circulation  of  the  Merchants*  Bank,  after  exchaoses 
with  the  others,  fluctuates  between  two  hundred  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Measun^  were  taken, 
on  getting  your  notice,  to  increase  our  specie,  as  you  might 
observe  by  our  return  of  the  5th  May  :  but  that  was  of  no 
avail  when  our  depositors  drew  out  their  balances  in  specie. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th  this  bank  was  left  with  only 
between  fifty  and  siity  thousand  dollars,  while  the  other 
city  bank  stood  indebted  to  the  MerchanU'  Bank,  aft^  tbt 
exchanges,  322,000  dollars.  Our  indebtedness  to  the 
Treasurer  was  increased  50,000  on  the  1st  of  May»  by  ad- 
ding that  amount  to  a  large  sum  already  due  to  ua  by  the 
Mechanics'  Bank. 

Is  there  do  mode  whereby  we  can  cancel  a  part  of  our 
indebtedness  by  making  payment  to  the  Tkeaavser  in  fiinds 
deposited  at  the  South  1  To  facilitate  the  busineas  of  the 
exchanges,  this  bank  has  opened  acoouma  with  vaxiufu  cs- 


APFENDIX.— To  Gahs  Sf  Seaton's  ^egi^er. 


81 


Depoaite  Banks, 


[25tli  CoKo.  l»t  Sssi. 


tabliihmeQto  in  other  States,  at  much  inconvenieace^  hut 
under  the  impression  that  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  your 
PepartmeDt  We  have  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
over  100,000.do)Iars,  iu  Natchez,  Mississippi,  double  that 
amount.  Or  will  the  Secretary  allow  us,  on  the  1st  July, 
to  pay  over  to  the  States  their  third  instalment  of  surplus 
retenue  ?  As  to  a 'payment  in  specie  it  appears  quite  im- 
piactieable  now. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER,  President. 

To  the  Hon.  Lxri  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

a  13. 

New  York,  August  IB,  1837. 
Sib  ;  I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
this  bank  on  the  14th,  and  another  on  the  28th  July,  with 
the  balances  due  to  and  from  other  banks  at  these  periods — 
bdng  the  documents  omitted  during  my  absence  from 
the  city. 

I  also  enclose  statements  of  the  account  with  the  Treas- 
arer,  presenting  a  balance  due  since,  on  the  12th  August^ 
of  $63,698  52.  The  condition  of  this  bank  on  the  pre- 
vious day  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 

In  a  tetter  from  the  Treasurer,  dated  7th  August,  we 

bare  a  list  of  drafU  directetl  to  this  bank,  and  unpaid,  viz : 

$10,000  00 

10,000  00 

30,000  00 

1,198  52 

12,600  00 


$63,698  52 

Be  has  omitted  in  this  the  State  transfer  draft.  No.  276, 
iA  tlie  State  of  Sonth  Carolina,  for  40,000  dollars,  for  which 
we  provided  funds  at  Charleston,  ^nd  direcled  them  to  be 
applied  to  its  payment.  But  this  draft,  instead  of  being 
honored  as  directed,  has  to-day  been  presented  for  payment 
by  tlie  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  remains 
in  his  hands  under  protest  for  non-payment  in  specie. 

Thitf  is  a  dishonorable  transaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  or  its  officers ;  as  you 
n»j  obeenre  by  the  document  herewith,  that  this  bank  was 
then  indebted  to  the  Merchants'  Bank  140,000  doltars. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER,  PresidetU, 

Hon  Lit  I  Woobburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

G  14. 
TaKJLsvmT  DzpiknTicENT,  August  21,  1837. 
Sir:!  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ^his  morning  of 
jour  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  with  its  enclosures.  With 
regard  to  the  State  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  which  you  refer  as  being  unpaid,  it  was  placed 
apoa  you,  in  accordance  with  the  express  request  contain- 
ed in  your  letter  of  the  15th  May,  in  which  you  desired, 
for  yoar  own  accommodation,  to  disburse  funds  in  that 
State.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
snrpriae  that  it  has  not  been  provided  for.  This  Dopart- 
mvnt  has  not  yet  been  notified  of  its  non-payment  from  any 
quarter  except  your  letter.  Is  it  your  wish  that  it  be  re- 
called, in  case  the  notice  be  received,  or  do  you  proppse  to 
provide  for  its  payment  ?  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  as 
early  mn  suxswer  to  this  question  as  convenient. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
JoHir  J.  Palkvr, 

J^resident  of  Merchants^  Bank,  New  York, 
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G  15. 

MSBCBAITTS'  BaHK, 

New  York,  August  28,  1837. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  the  transfer  draft  of  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Vou  state  your  surprise 
that  It  was  not  provided  for,  as  it  was  issued  in  accordance 
with  my  request  contained  in  a  letter  of  the  16th  May.  I 
refer  you  again  to  thst  letter.  I  there  state  that  this  bank 
had  a  balance  due  to  it  in  Charleston  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  was  the  fund  provided  to  meet  the 
payment  of  your  draft.  That  balance  in  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  South  Carofina  has  not  since  been  lessened,  and 
was,  on  the  1st  July,  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thou- 
sand dollars.  I  addressed  two  letters  to  the  Comptroller 
General  of  that  State,  telling  him  that  the  funds  ^  meet 
your  draft  were  in  the  bank  where  South  Carolina  made  her 
depositee.  I  requested  the  president  of  the  bank  to  pay 
your  draft,  debit  it  to  the  Merchants'  Bank,  and  transmit 
it  to  roe.  It  appears  that  your  draft  was  duly  presented  at 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  there  honor- 
ed; the  amount  being,  I  dare  say,  accounted  for  to  the 
State.  But  the  officers  of  the  bani^  instead  of  debiting  its 
amount  to  the  Merchants'  Bank,  as  directed,  and  paying  it 
out  of  their  balance,  thought  proper  to  sell  or  transmit  it 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and.  In  lieu  of  youc 
transfer  draft,  to  send  us  a  draft  fur  the  same  amount  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  was  the  transanction 
which  I  called  dishonorable  on  the  part  of  the  bank  at 
Charleston.  Your  draft,  as  I  stated  in  my  letter  dated  the 
18th  instant,  was  presented  for  payment  here,  and  is  held 
still,  I  suppose,  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  do 
not  see,  therefore,  how  you  could  withdraw  it,  as  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  has  received  its  amount,  and  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  paid  it  I  may  also  remark,  that 
the  Treasurer  has  drawn  for  his  balance  in  the  Merchanta* 
Bank  without  reference  to  the  draft  alluded  to. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th  May  I  express  some  anxiety  to 
decrease  our  indebtedness  to  the  Treasurer.  That  anxiety 
has  never  diminished  ;  but,  as  I  there  remarked,  a  payment 
In  specie  seemed  impracticable  then,  and  equally  so  now. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER,  President. 

Hon.  Levi  Woouburt, 

Secretary  of  ilte  Treasury.  4 

G  16. 
TuEASURT  Depirtmbitt,  August  25,  1887. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  lettei  of 
the  23d  instant.  With  regard  to  your  suggestion,  that  the 
amount  of  the  State  transfer  draft  issued  upon  your  bank 
in  favor  of  South  Carolina,  (or  the  purpose  of  placing  a 
portion  of  the  public  money  on  deposite  with  you  on  de- 
posito  with  that  Stato,  has  been  already  paid  to  that  State, 
no  evidence  of  that  fact  hss  been  communicated  to  this 
Department.  Upon  these  drafts  no  indebtedness  arises 
against  the  United  States.  This  Department  is  required 
to  deposite  a  certain  proportion  of  the  public  money  with 
the  States;  no  monoy  is  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the 
process.  If,  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  withdraw  a  draft  placed  upon  a  bank  which  declines 
or  refuses  to  execute  it,  and  issue  a  new  one  upon  another 
bank,  this  Department  possesses  full  power  to  do  so ;  other- 
wise the  execution  of  the  law  might  be  defeated  by  the  de- 
fault of  a  particular  bank.  With  any  private  arrangement 
which  may  have  been  entered  into  between  a  bank  employ- 
ed by  (he  State  and  the  deposite  bank  upon  which  a  draft 
may  be  placed,  this  Department  has  no  concern;  they  must 
of  course  settle  their  own  liabilities  to  eadi  other  between 
themselves.  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  this  Department 
to  endeavor  to  place  the  sum  in  question  on  deposite  wt6i 
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the  State  of  South  Caroline,  and  if  your  bank  ahall  not 
be  able  to  execute  thii  tranefer,  it  ia  decirabie  to  be  advised 
of  the  fact  ae  soon  as  may  be. 

With  regard  to  the  issue  of  drafts  upon  your  bank  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  absorb  the  balance  standing  to  .the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  independent  of  this  transfer,  no 
advice  has  been  received  of  the  payment  of  these  drafts, 
and  should  your  bank  be  able  and  inclined  to  meet  the 
transfer,  any  overpayment  which  may  be  made  by  you 
upon  the  other  drafts  will  be  promptly  refunded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

J.  J.  Palmer,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Merchants*  Bank,  New^ork. 

A  6  17. 

Natiokal  Baitk,  Citt  op  New  York, 

February  «7,  1837. 

Sir:  By  your  letter  of  November  1st,  1836,  you  ap- 
prised this  bank  that  a  transfer  draft  for  $76,000,  payable 
soon  after  the  first  of  January,  1837,  to  the  auUiorized 
agent .  of  the  State  of  New  York,  (which  draft  has  been 
accordingly  paid,)  would  be  followed  on  the  1st  of  April, 
July,  and  October  next,  by  other  drafts  of  similar  amount, 
and  payable  to  the  same  agent,  unless  in  the  mean  time  a 
different  notice  should  be  given  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. By  your  letter  of  the  33J  instant,  you  apprize 
me  that  a  transfer  draft  for  seventy-five  thousand  dollars, 
in  favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  1st  of 
April,  will  be  isaoed  on  this  bank,  and  that  a  draft  for  a 
similar  amount  will  be  iss  ed  for  the  instalments  payable 
to  said  Stata  on  the  first  day  of  July  and  October  next, 
unless,  Ac. 

As  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  this  last  letter  is  in- 
tended as  superseding  the  notice  given  by  that  of  first  of 
November,  I  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
whether,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  several  transfer  drafts  mentioned  in  .the  letter 
of  the  33d  instant,  are  meant  to  be  substituted  for  or  in , 
addition  to  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  ot  first  of  No- 
vember. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

President  Nationa!  Bank. 

The  Hon.  Lbvi  Woosburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

6  18. 
Trbasurt  Dbpartmsitt,  March  2,  1837. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  received  here  this  morning,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  proposed  transfer  to  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  is  in 
addition  to  that  which  will  probably  be  ordered  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  notice  of  the  1st  No- 
vember last 

The  amount  of  the  subsequent  transfers  to  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  New  York  will  be  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  your  deposites  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  compared  with  other  deposito  hanks,  so  as  to 
make  the  distribution  as  equitable  and  as  little  burdensome 
as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 

President  of  the  National  Bank. 

G  19. 
National  Bank,  Ntw  York,  May  31,  1837. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  insUnt  to  the  cashier  of 
this  institution  was  duly  received.  '  The  answer  has  been 
delayed  longer  than  I  did  wish ;  but  the  various  duties  im- 


posed on  me  by  the  embarrassments  growing  out  of  theW 
mentable  suspension  of  specie  payments,  have  been  greater 
than  my  strength  allowed  me  at  once  to  perform. 

Notwithstanding  the  demand  for  specie  filr  exportation, 
caused  by  the  unfavorable  ratd  of  foreig^  exditnges,  the 
drain  had  been  so  far  arrested  that  the.  specie  of  the  eigh- 
teen safety-fund  banks  of  this  city,  whose  capUa\  tmo\xnU 
to  $16,611,200,  and  which  amounted 

On  the  1st  July,  1636,  to  $6,044,298, 

On  the  1st  January,    1837,  to    3,854,452,  uA 
On  the  10th  April,       1837,  to    2,633,690, 
Was,  on  the  2d  May,        1837,        2,695,3(1, 
showing  a  diminution  of  lesf  than  forty  thoueaod  doUan 
during  the  three  critical  weeks  preceding  the  last  mentioDed 
date.     Measures  had  been  taken  by  a  number  of  the  city 
banks  to  secure  a  Sute  loan  of  $3,400,000,  of  which  fron 
two  to  three  millions  might  be  used,  instead  of  specie,  ai 
remittances  io  Europe. 

There  was,  therefore,  a  fair  prospect  that  the  impeoding 
danger  might  be  averted ;  and  without  ascending  to  the 
more  remote  causes,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  matter  o(  iaet, 
that  the  disclosure  of  the  frauds  committed,  with  the  cua- 
nivance  of  some  of.  their  officers,  on  the  Mecfaanice'  and 
Dry  Dock  Banks,  and  the  excitement  caused  by  that 
event,  and  by  the  sudden  death  of  the  president  of  the 
Mechanics*  Bank,  operating  upon  a  community  alreadj 
highly  alarmed  and  eicited  by  the  anpaialleled  failurea  aod 
leases  lately  experienced,  and  by  those  still  apprehended, 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  run  on  the  banks,  and  of 
the  consequent  compulsory  suspension  of  spede  payments. 
The  city  banks,  by  immediately  aaabting  the  Meehanica' 
Bank,  and  enabling  it  to  reeisi  the  firat  shock,  and  to 
maintain  itself  and  by  aasuming^  the  payment  of  the  circa- 
lation  of  the  Dry  Dock,  whose  situation  was  such  that  it 
could  not  be  sustained,  did  all  that  was  in  their  power  to 
allay  the  storm. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances  which  pieceded 
the  suspension  itself,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  endoaed 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  sitting  of  the  lUth  May,  A. 
M.  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  iostitotion. 

You  are  no  doubt  satisfied  thai  the  situation  of  the  Ni- 
tional  Bank,  and  the  guarantee  afforded  by  the  bond  of  iu 
directors,  give  the  amplest  security  for  the  iiltimate  paj> 
ment  of  the  balance  due  to  the  United  Sutea.  The  gieit 
and  only  difiieulty  arises  from  the  inability  for  the  preaant 
to  pay  in  specie ;  and  we  think  this  institution  is,  by  the 
previous  management  of  ita  affiura,  ajid  its  conduct  on  tha 
last  trying  occasion,  entitled  to  the  same  forbearance  which 
it  exercises  tow«rd  thoae  indebted  to  it.  I  will  oalyadd 
that  you  will  find  it  ready  to  co-openfte  in  caqyiog  into 
tfSseX  the  meaailres  which  you  may  recommend  for  the 
purpose  of  resuming  specie  pay  menu  as  early  ap  powible* 
and  of  preventing  in  the  mean  while,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  depredation  of  our  paper  currency.  This  mnsl,  how- 
ever, be  the  subject  of  a  distinct  letter,  in  answer  to  the  m- 
quiries  at  the  end  of  your  circular. 

The  Treasury  checks  on  this  bank,  which  cannot  be 
paid  in  specie,  and  will  be  returned  in  payment  of  duties 
to  the  Treasury,  will  in  fact  become  demands  for  refo^l 
of  having  paid  specie.  I  pray  you  to  inform  me  of  the 
amountyou  mean  to  draw  in  that  luanncr,  and  whether  toq 
intend  to  demand  interest  or  damages  on  auch  return  checks. 
This  is  necessary  for  my  government  in  several  respects. 

I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN- 

Hon.  Lkyi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

G  20. 

Treasvbt  Dspahtx£>-t,  Jxme  3,  1837. 
8i  R :  I  have  to  acknowledge   the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  dlst  ult.  this  morning,  with  its  enclosure.    I  hrff 
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joa  to  be  asMired  tbtt  I  entertain  no  donbt  with  regard  to 
the  soifency  of  the  National  Bank.  This  Department  has 
not  contemplated  the  placing  of  many  drafts  in  payment 
of  warrants  npon  your  bank.  It  is  hoped  that  jou  will 
be  both  able- and  willing  to  meet  such  as  may  be  placed  on 
H,  hi  such  a  manner  as  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the 
koMere.  '  The  amoant  of  the  State  transfer  drafts  payable 
by  your  bank  in  July,  will  not  be  made  miich  larger  in  the 
whole  than  that  for  Aprils  unless  yon  shonld  express  a  de- 
sire that  they  nikay  be  made  so.  This  Department  enter* 
tains  a  hope  that  these  transfer  drafts  will  be  received  by 
the  States  in  snch  funds  as  may  be  mutually  convenient 
and  acceptable.  In  this  manner  all  questions  with  regard 
to  interest  %tnd  damages  will  be  obviated.  Should  mny 
such  questions  unfortunately  arise,  it  will  be  the  anxious 
desire  of  this  Department  to  arrange  them  in  a  just  and 
equitable  manner.     I  am,  dkc 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  IVeasury, 
AiBBUT  OALLATiir,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Natimal  Bank,  N,  Y. 

G2U 

MlSrHATTAir  COMPAVT, 

New  York,  June  6,  1897. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yoor  respected  letter  of  the  third  instant,  informing  me  that 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  had  issued  a  draft  on 
this  company  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

This  is  a  veiy  agreeable  arrangement  for  us,  and  no 
doubt  will  be  equally  so  to  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennes- 
see, as  that  institution  is  largely  indebted  to  this  bank. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  inquiry  respecting  the  future 
drafts  upon  this  company,  and  as  far  as  I  can  see  at  present 
yon  will  be  pleased  to  be  governed  in  that  respect  by  the 
convenience  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect»  your  obedient 
servant, 

ROBERT- WHITE, 
Caghier  Manhattan  Company, 

Hon.  LxYI  WOODBUBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 
G22. 

Tbbasubt  Dbpabtxbht,  June  6,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  will  thank  you,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to 
infonn  me  whether  your  bank  will  execute  a  transfer  to  the 
State  of  New  York  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  of  the  balance 
of  pnbtie  money  now  on  deposite  with  you,  as  the  easiest 
end  best  mode  of  arranging  what  is  due. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
FssatuBXT  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo, 

G23. 

ComiBBGiAL  Babk,  Buffolo,  June  13,  1837. 

8iK  :  Yours  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  received.  It  is 
impoaeible  to  say  at  this  time  what  can  be  done  in  relation 
to  the  cranafor  you  speak  of.  The  hearrag  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  injunction  on  this  bank  is  on  the  20th.  Until 
then  iwe  must  ask  your  indulgence,  end  trust,  in  the  mean 
tjig^,  that  no  dmfts  will  be  made  upon  us.  We  will  take 
the  earlieat  moment  to  advise  you  after  our  affairs  are  ar- 
ranged. 

IVe  enppoaed,  from  the  call  of  the  United  States  attor- 
ney upon  us^  that  on  furnishing  the  additional  security 
which  he  desired,  the  payments  would  be  postponed. 

He  mentioned  that  there  would  be  some  « reasonable 
His  proposition  was  agreed  to  on  receipt,  although 


we  are  not  as  yet  advised  what  additional  security  is  re- 
quired. Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  President, 
To  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

6  24. 

Tbsasurt  Dspartubbt,  June  20,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1 3th  instant.  Before  it  came  to  hand  it  became  neces- 
sary to  iftsue  the  State  transfer  drafts,  of  which  one  has 
been  placed  upon  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  for 
^40,000,  agreeably  to  the  notice  which  you  have  doubtless 
received,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfactorily  met.  The 
residue  of  the  public  deposite  in  that  bank,  or  most  of  it, 
will,  if  this  amount  is  paid  over,  be  permitted  to  remain  for 
the  present  I  am,  sir,  dec, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
IsBASL  T.  Hatcb,  Esq. 

President,'  Jjre.,  Buffalo, 

G25. 

CoxxBBciAL  Babk,  Buffolo,  August  5,  1837. 

Sib  :  At  the  time  the  injunction  was  taken  off  from  this 
bank,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  your  Department,  we  ad- 
vised yout  that  vre  would  pay  $40,000  to  the  State.  The 
Treasurer  of  thu  State  is  probably  holding  the  draft  until 
the  money  is  paid  to  this  county,  and  then,  doubtless,  in- 
tends to  present  it.  We  have  now  paid,  since  the  period 
above  stated,  $20,000  on  drafts  recently  drawn.  We  hope 
that  if  the  draft  of  $40,000  haa  not  been  recalled,  it  may 
be  done,  and  modified  to  $20,000.  The  payment  of  this 
last  sum  would  lessen  the  deposite  in  our  hands  one-half, 
which  is  as  rapid  a  reduction  of  our  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  times  will  permit  of. 
We  desire  to  pay  as  fast  as  possible ;  and  when  It  is  con- 
sidered that  we  pay  about  half  of  our  deposite  within  forty 
days,  we  believe  that  our  proposition  will  be  viewed  fiivor- 
ably.  The  balance  can  be  paid  moat  conveniently  by  us 
in  such  sums  as  might  be  required  by  you  to  disburse  at 
different  pointa  in  this  State  and  on  Lake  Erie. 
Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  President. 

Hon.  Lbti  WoonevBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

G26. 

Tbbasitbt  Dbvabtxxvt,  August  12,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  instant,  requesting  the  recall  of  the  transfer  draft 
upon  your  bank  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pay- 
able on  the  1st  July  last,  and  regret  to  inform  you  that  it 
cannot  be  conveniently  done. 

The  calls  for  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  banks^ 
to  meet  the  current  engagements,  have  been  so  urgent  that 
it  has  been  drawn  from  them  more  rapidly  than  might 
have  been  wished.  But  you  may  be  assured  that  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo  has  been  less  drawn  upon, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its  deposite,  than  almost 
any  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  hereafter  as  much 
forbearance  will  be  eiercised  as  the  public  service  will 
permit  The  whole  of  the  public  deposite  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Bank  of  Troy,  and  all  except  about  $28,000, 
which  will  be  speedily  absorbed,  from  the  deposite  bank  at 
Albany. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dec 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

IsBAXL  T.  Hatcb,  Esq. 

President  Commercial  Bank,  Bt{ffah. 
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G27. 
GoxuxBCTAL  Bahk,  Buffolo,  August  15,  1837 
Sir  :  To-day  a  draft  of  $15,000  was  presented  by  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Albany,  and  specie  de- 
manded. We  were  advised  by  the  United  States  attorney 
of  thb  district  that  this  draft  was  withdrawn.  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  your  Department  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
4raft  we  will  pay  it,  although  at  some  inconvenience  at 
this  time ;  believing,  as  we  did  from  your  corrcspondnce, 
that  we  should  only  be  called  on  for  $40,000  immediately. 
We  ask  no  greater  indulgence  on  our  depositee  than  is  al- 
lowed to  others,  in  consideration  of  the  great  changes 
which  have  occurred  since  we  undertook  this  trust  for  the 
Qovernment.  We  would  prefer  disposing  of  the  balance 
of  our  deposites  as  you  should  require  the  money  to  dis- 
burse at  different  poinU  in  this  State  and  on  Lake  Erie. 
Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  Pretident. 
Hon.  Leti  Woodburt. 

G28. 
Trbasvrt  Dxvabtvxvt,  August  26,  1887. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant. 

By  the  last  return  of  the  state  of  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count-with  your  bank  received  here,  the  amount  of  public 
money  was  within  a  fraction  of  $100,000.  This  was  on 
the  20th  May,  at  which  time  the  Commeicial  Bank  held  a 
greater  amount  of  public  money  on  deposite,  in  proportion 
.to  ito  oapital,  than  any  bank  in  the  State,  wiih  one  or  two 
exceptions.  The  draifU  which  have  since  been  placed  up- 
on it»  had  they  been  paid,  wonld  still  have  left  the  amount 
in  your  hank  greater  in  proportion  than  most  other  banks 
In  the  State — several  of  which  have  been  entirely  exhaust- 
ed. As  to  the  payment  of  any  drafts  placed  upon  you 
sinoe  the  data  of  the  return  mentioned  above,  no  evidence 
.of  the  fad  has  reached  this  Depaitment.  Under  all  the 
drcumstancea,  I  am  onable,  consistently  with  a  due  re. 
gard  to  the  public  interest,  to  consent  to  a  reduction  of  the 
draft  iniavor  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  especially  since 
>it  was  returned  a  few  days  since  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State,  from  the  belief  that  it  had  been  provided  for :  such 
being  the  inference  from  the  remark  made  in  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  re9|>ecting  the  non-payment  of  the  trans- 
fer draft  of  #15,000  to  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Albany. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  great  reluctance  that  I  am  compel- 
led to  suggest,  in  reply  to  your  proposition  to  pay  $20,000, 
that  the  whole  amount  must  be  promptly  paid. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

TsRAXi.  T.  Hatch,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Comm&rdal  Bank  of  Buffalo, 

P.  8.  Permit  me  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of  trans- 
mitting the  weekly  returns  of  the  state  of  the  Treasurer's 
fioeoont,  as  well  as  the  semi-monthly  statements  of  the 
condition  of  your  bank. 

We  shall  expect  returns  of  what  you  have  paid  since 
lastMiO^.  L.  W. 

Q29. 

CoxxsmciAL  Bakk,  BcrrALo, 

September  %^  1837. 
Sir  :  The  Comptroller  of  the  State  forwarded  the  draft 
of  the  Treasurer  upon  us  of  $40,000  to  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Genesee,  who  has  to-day  presented,  it  for  pay- 
ment. I  offered  to  pay  it  in  notes  of  this  bank,  or  in  drafto 
on  New  York  and  Albany ;  but  to  this  the  reply  was,  that 
the  Comptroller  insisted  on  ifeceiving  the  whole  amount  In 
bills  of  the  banka  of  this  State,  excluding  all  the  banks  in 
Buffalo,    Such  a  demand  is  without  precedent,  and,  un- 


der the  present  circumstances  particuhrly,  entirely  unet- 
pected,  as  the  Comptroller  has  uniformly  allowed  drafts  of 
this  description  to  be  paid  to  the  commisslonen  of  loans  of 
the  coqnty  in  which  the  bank  on  which  the  draft  was 
drawn  was  located ;  and  in  relation  to  this  very  draft  all 
our  previous  correspondence  with  him  has  led  us  to  expect 
the  same  course.  A  payment  of  this  kind  is  also  paiticu* 
larly  inconvenient  to-day,  for  we  yesterday  remitted  to 
New  York  all  our  current  notes  of  other  btnks;  and  he- 
sides  it  is  very  unusual  for  ns  to  aUow  over  |il6,006  of 
such  funds  to  accumulate  in  our  vanlta. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  oooU  not  prevent  notieei 
of  protest  being  sent,  and  I  give  you  these  fwiM  te  sitiify 
you  that  we  have  done  all  in  our  power  t9  protect  the 
draft  By  this  mail  I  address  the  Comptroller,  andnqtisift 
him  not  to  return  the  draft,  as  I  shall  pay  the  amouot  te 
him  in  Albany,  and  at  the  same  time  send  a  reqoest  to  our 
corresponding  bank  in  Albany  to  take  up  the  draft  for  our 
account  at  once ;  which,  I  trust,  will  be  done. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  upon  the  receipt  of  yma  last 
communication,  onr  president  informed  Mr.Flagg^^^ 
draft  should  be  paid  as  previous  drafts  had  been ;  to  whidi 
letter  we  have  had  no  answer,  nor  has  Mr.  Flagg  at  any 
time  advised  us  of  his  intention  to  take  any  new  coqtm  i& 
regard  to  this  draft 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  ^c, 

J.  STRINHAM,  Cashier, 

in  absence  of  the  President. 

Hon.  Letz  Wood  BURT, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury, 

H  1. 
Stats  Baxk  at  Newark,  N.  J., 

October  29,  1836. 

Sin  :  Enclosed  Is  a  bond  executed  by  the  piesident  and 
cashier  and  all  the  directors,  except  Mr.  James  Broeo, 
who  is  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  James  Dawes,  who  ii 
absent  on  a  journey.  This  bond  is  dated  91st  October 
instant,  to  which  day  the  former  bond  extended.  It  would ' 
be  agreeable  if  you  would  hold  this  bond  until  we  farmA 
you  with  another'hond  of  like  date,  tenor,  &».,  exeeated 
by  all  tiie  directors,  which  will  probably  be  accomj>liifaed 
in  a  few  weeks ;  and  It  will  be  all  in  good  time  to  deddi, 
when  you  receive  the  new  bond,  on  the  propriety  of  aab- 
stituUng  it  for  the  present  bond. 

Last  evening  we  had  a  very  calamitous  fire  in  this  cttj, 
(the  particulars  you  will  no  doubt  see  in  the  public  printfl,) 
bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  great  fire  in  New 
York.  This  bank  was  several  times  on  fire,  but  saved  I7 
the  exertions  of  individuals,  so  that  no  lose  of  property  ii 
known  or  apprehended.  If  it  should  pvx>duce  no  inconve- 
nience to  the  Treasury  Department  to  Htmlsh  us  whh  odt« 
funds  besides  those  received,  to  pay  what  ought  to  be  ftaid 
by  us  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  according  to  the  depoeits 
law,  on  the  Ut  days  of  January  and  April,  or  either  of  ihem, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  it  would  enable  us  to  grant  soma  ia- 
dulgences  and  assistance  where  it  would  be  serviceable. 

This  intimation  is  made  for  your  consideration ;  and  if 
any  thing  is  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  it  will  be  very  t^ 
ceptable ;  but  if  there  is  any  objection  it  will  not  be  nece*- 
aary  to  occupy  your  time  with  an  answer.  A  great  put 
of  our  manu&ctured  articles  are  sold  in  the  Sontbeni  sod 
Western  States,  and  the  remittances  received  in  the  epriig 
and  early  part  of  the  summer.      Very  respectfully, 

ELIAS  VAN  AK8DALE,  President. 

Hon.  LXTI  WOOJDBITBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaswy, 
HS. 
Statx  Bakk  at  Nswabe, 

January  18,  1837. 
Enclosed  herewith  you  will  receive  the  receipt  of 


Sib: 


the  Governor,  Treasurer,  and  Speaker  of  the  Bovm  of 
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AmuMy  of  fftm  Jetwny^  for  the  itmi  of  fdrty^ve  thoa« 
Mjul  dollan,  being  the  tmount  of  the  draft  on  this  bank 
for  put  of  the  eiirpliM  feveaQe  depoeited  with  Mid  8tete, 
which  is  forwarded  according  to  the  instmctionB  contained 
in  yonr  letter  of  the  6th  instont.     In  your  letter  of  the  Ist 
November  alt.,  you  mentioned  the  amount  to  be  paid 
■bout  the  let  inaUnt  fand  that  it  would  be  followed  on  the 
iBt  April,  July,  and  October  next,  by  other  drafts  payable 
to  the  eame  agent,  but  did  not  specify  the  suma.     It  would . 
be  ^«fj  acceptable  to  ds  to  be  informed  of  the  suma  expect- 
ed to  be  paid  by  us  on  those  days,  particularly  on  the  1st 
of  April  next,  as  soon  as  your  convenience  will  permit. 
Very  respectfully, 
ELIAS  VAN  ARSDALE,  President. 
Hon.  Lari  Woodbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

H  3. 

Tbsabubt  Dxpartmbnt,  January  21,  1837. 
8iB :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter 
ol  the  18th  instant,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  transfor  drafts 
which  will  be  issued  in  fa^or  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
upon  your  bank,  payable  in  April,  July,  and  October  next, 
I  haTe  to  stsite  that  these  drafts  will  probably  be  made  for 
the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  each. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
ExiAS  y^ir  Absdaib,  Esq. 

President  of  the  State  Bank  at  Newark, 

H  4. 
Statx  Bakk  at  Nxwabk,  April  6,"1837. 
Sib  :  The  receipt  of  the  Governor,  Treasurer,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  is  here- 
with sent,  for  the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  being 
the  amount  of  the  draft  on  this  bank  for  part  of  the  surplus 
revenue  deposited  with  the  .said  State,  and  which  is  for- 
warded according  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  cashier  of  the  15th  March  ultimo. 

In  your  letter  of  the  2 1st  January  ultimo,  you  stated 
that  the  drafts  therein  referred  to,  payable  in  April,  July, 
and  October,  would  probably  be  eighty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars flttch.  These  sums,  together  with  one  previously 
drawn,  make  the  amount  deposited  by  transfer  drafts,  and 
was  probably  so  arranged  under  the  expectation  that  after 
the  distribution  was  made,  no  surplus  would  remain  in  the 
TreasQiy  beyond  what  was  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
But  aa  Congress  have  made  no  distribution  of  the  surplus 
accruing,  and  our  tradere  and  manufacturera  are  greatly  in 
want  of  money,  it  is  submitted  for  your  consideration 
whether  part  of  the  accruing  surplus  might  not  be  left  in 
New  Jersey,  to  be  effected  either  by  diminishing  the  drafts 
to  be  drawn  on  ns,  or  by  new  transfer  drafts  for  us,  aa  may 
best  aoit  the  convenience  of  the  Treasury. 

If  this  is  not  deemed  expedient,  we  shall  so  understand 
it,  without  occupying  your  time  in  writing  an  answer  to 
that  effect.     But,  if  a  favorable  determination  in  any  re- 
elect should  be  made,  an  answer  would  be  very  acceptable. 
Very  reapectfuUy, 
ELIAS  VAN  ARSDALE,  President. 
Hob.  Lvti  Wooobubt, 

Seeretary  of  the  Treasury, 

H  5. 
TABAfVBT  DavABTXEVT,  AprU  U,  1837. 
8im  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  with  ita  enclosure. 

In  reply  to  your  request  that  a  portion  of  the  accruing 
surplus  may  be  permitted  to  remain  on  deposite  in  your 
bank,  I  have  to  state  that,  upon  the  best  estimate  which 
can  now  he  formed,  the  ambunt  of  Moeipte  into  the  T^aaa- 


ury  pnvious  to  the  first  of  October  will  not  exceed,  if  in- 
deed they  ahall  equal,  the  expenditures  required  by  law, 
after  the  depoeites  with  the  States,  due  oi>  that  day,  shall 
h&ve  been  psid  over.  It  dcfs  not  seem  probable  that  any 
considerable  sum  will  remain  in  any  deposite  bank,  even 
at  the  great  pointe  of  disburaement,  where  it  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  pi:incipally  placed.  If,  contrary  te  present  ex- 
pectation, any  considerable  tourplus  shall  remain  in  the 
Treasury  after  the  State  deposiles  shall  be  completed,  your 
request  will  be  sessonably  and  duly  eonsideied. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBUEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Eli  AS  Van  Abbbalx,  Esq., 

President  of  the  StaU  Bank^  Newark^  N,  J, 

I. 
Bavk  or  Dslawabe, 

Wilmington,  6ih  mo,^  23(f,  1887. 
In  answer  to  the  inquiries  m  thy  circular  of  18th  instant, 
I  am  instructed  to  say — 

Ist.  That  we  are  ready  to  resume  specie  paymente  at 
any  time  "when  they  are  resumed  by  the  Philadelphia  banks, 
and^all  be  glad  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  it. 

2d.  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  is  principally  above. 
From  our  near  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  it  would  be  im- 
practicable for  us  to  resume  specie  paymente  at  an  earlier 
period  than  stated  above. 

I  am  also  fhrther  instructed  to  say,  that  this  bank  wiQ 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  United  Statea  Treat- 
urar,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stete,  as  heretofore^ 
in  a  manner  satisfoetory  to  the  latter. 

The  whole  amount  received  by  this  institution  from  the 
United  Stetes  was  eighty  thousand  dollan.  We  have  paid 
Government  drafts,  in  fovor  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State, 
for  dbout  #46,000  dollars,  and  we  hope  the  draft  to  be 
drawn  on  the  1st  of  July  may  be  Jor  $15,000,  (making  an 
average  payment  of  #20,600  quarterly,)  and  leavmg  that 
sum  to  pay  on  the  1st  of  October. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  PAXSON,  Ooihier. 
To  LsTi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

K  1. 
Fabxxbs^  Bawk  Of*  VxBonrtA, 

Richmond,  April  5,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  account  of  the 
Treasurar  of  the  United  Stetes  with  this  bank  to  Ae  8d 
instant ;  also,  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  for  #366,404  67.  Be  pleased  to  in- 
form me,  in  case  I  am  incorrect  in  the  supposition,  that  I 
am  instructed  to  perform  this'  service  as  an  agent  of  the 
Department  over, which  you  preside,  and  not  as  necessarily 
connected  with  the  draft  of  #200,000  on  this  bank,  advised 
in  said  letter,  and  which  constituted  a  part  of  the  amount 
for  which  the  receipt  is  granted. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  BLAIR,  Cashier, 
Hon.  LxYi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
N.  B.  James  Itawlings,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  this  bank,  in  plAce  ef  P.  N.  Nicholas,  Esq.,  re- 
Mgned.  J.  O'  B.  Cn 

K  2. 

TBBAt17»T  DXFABl^lirT,  ApHl7,  1887. 

Sib  :  I  hive  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  with  ita  enclosures.  The  receipt  trans- 
mitted  appears  to  be  derived  from  eome  law  or  reguntion 
of  Virginia,  with  regard  to  deposite  of  funds  of  that  States 
as  it  contains  a  different  amount  from  the  sum  paid  by  you 
to  the  Stite  Titaftiier  on  aeeooat  of  this  Depgrtment^ 
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With  the  relations  between  the  State  of  Yirgioia  and  its 
depoaitoriee  thia  Department  has  nothing  to  do.  The  re- 
ceipt ia  aceordingly  returned,  in  order  that  one  may  be 
transmitted  for  $200,000,  the  amount  of  the  transfer  drafts 
by  thia  Department  in  favor  of  the  State  upon  your  bank, 
of  the  payment  of  which  that  receipt  will  constitute  the 
proper  ▼oucher. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
JoHiv  O.  Blair,  Esq., 

Coihier  Farmers*  Bank  of  Virginia^  Richmond, 

K  3. 

FAHMsms'  Bavk  of  ViBoiiriA, 

Richmond,  April  10,  1637. 
Sib  :  The  receipt  of  the  Treaaurer  of  Virginia,  forward- 
ed to  you  on  the  6th  insUnt,  for  $366,404  67,  and  re- 
turned by  you  as  incorrect,  came  to  hand  to-day,  and  was 
presented  to  the  Treasurer  for  compliance  with  your  re- 
quisition :  he  states  he  waita  for  the  return  of  the  other 
receipt  of  the  same  tenor  which  he  gave,  and  at  your 
request,  was  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Sutea. 

To  the  same  officer  was  also  forwarded  the  draft  on  thia 
bank  for  $200,000,  with  the  customary  receipt  thereon, 
accompanied  with  the  weekly  account  rendered,  it  having 
been  seUled  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  Sute.  The  weekly 
account  will  accompany  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BLAIR,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Lbti  Woooburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

K  4. 

TmiAavBT  DxPABTKiifT,  July  16,  1837. 
8iB  :  Not  having  been  informed  of  the  payment  by  your 
bank  of  the  State  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  Sute  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  a  portion  of  the  July  instalment  to  be  deposited 
with  that  State,  I  have  to  request  you  to  inform  me  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  whether  it  is  expected  to  be  paid  over 
in  a  manner  acceptable  to  that  State,  as  it  will  be  neceasa^ 
ry  otherwise  to  place  drafts  for  disbursement  upon  your 
bank  to  meist  the  wants  of  the  public  service. 
I  am,  very  lespeetfally,  your  obedient  aervant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
JAXBa  RAWMirea,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia.^ 

K  6. 

Fabvibs'  Babx  of  YiBeiiriA, 

Richmond,  July  17,  1837. 
^Sib:    Your  letter  of  the  16th  insunt  has  been  re- 
ceived.    The  transfer  draft  on  thia  bank  for  $20«,000, 
referred  to  by  you,  has  not  been  presented  for  payment  as 
yet. 

By  an  act  of  the  late  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  thia  check  or  draft,  with  all  others  payable  on 
the  let  instant,  were  directed  to  be  paid  to  certain  banks, 
dec.,  by  the  endorsement  of  our  State  Treasurer.  And  I 
nndenland  from  him  that,  in  order  to  meet  the  payments 
required  by  the  said  act,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the 
draft  divided  into  two  aums.  He  has  written  to  you,  aak- 
ing  auch  a  division';  after  which,  no  doubt,  the  checks  will 
appear  in  due  season,  and  be  aatisfactorily  paid. 

The  apparent  delay  haa  resulted  alone  from  the  failure  of 
thoA  entitled  to  receive  this  fund  to  call  on  our  Treasurer 
at  an  earlier  day. 

Thb  bank  will  take  pleasure  in  meeting  any  drafts  whieh 
th*  wwits  of  the  pobUc  service  may  require,  and,  I  doubt 


not,  always  in  a  oiamier  acceptable  to  the  creditors  of  the 
Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RAWLING8, 
President  of  Farmers*  Bank  of  VirgimM. . 
Hon.  LxTi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  Washington  eiiy. 

K  6. 
Fabmsbs'  Bank  of  Virgibia, 

Richmond,  August  28,  1637. 

Sib  :  Your  &vor  of  the  24th  instant,  addressed  to  John 
O.  Blair,  cashier  of  this  bank,  advising  that  orders  had 
been  given  to  forward  a  transfer  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  favor  of  this  bank,  for  the  sum  of  $14,732  36, 
has  been  duly  received ;  and  by  the  succeeding  mul  the 
transfer  draft  came  safely  to  hand. 

I  hope  that  you  did  not  consider  the  letter  of  our  cashier 
of  the  2 1  St  instant  as  in  anywise  a  demand  or  request  that 
you*  should  adjust  this  seeming  balance  in  favor  of  this 
bank,  after  the  payment  of  the  several  cheeks  or  drafts  of 
which  we  had  been  advised.  Nothing  of  that  kind  was  in- 
tended, and  we  should  feel  much  mortified  if  it  was  inferred. 

The  checks  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
this  bank,  as  advised,  have  been  satisfactorily  paid,  except 
one  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia  for  the  sum  of 
$117,190  67,  which  has  never  been  presented  for  pay- 
ment. This  check  it  is  understood  was  passed  by  the  Treaa- 
urer of  Virginia  to  the  Exchange  Bank;  a  bauk  authori- 
led  by  the  last  Legislature  of  Virginia,  but  not  yet  in  opera- 
tion. The  cashier  of  that  bank,  some  three  weeks  ago,  by 
letter  to  our  cashier,  informed  him  that  he  held  such  check, 
and  asked  if  It  would  be  paid  in  specie  if  presented.  Our 
cashier,  in  reply,  declined  payment  in  specie,  but  proposed 
to  meet  it  in  current  notes  and  checks  on  Northern  banks; 
since  which  we  have  heard  nothing  farther  from  it. 

Under  the  peculiar  condition  of  all  of  our  banki^  it  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  of  us  payment  in  specie,  when 
no  other  bank  will  do  the  same,  although  our  ability  may, 
when  contrasted  with  our  liabilities,  well  compare  with  any. 

I  am  pleased  that  a  move  has  been  made  by  the  New 
York  banks,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  some  well- 
concerted  agreement  to  resume  payment  in  specie  at  the 
earliest  practical  day.  This  bank,  among  the  last  to  sus- 
pend, will  be  found,  I  hope,  among  the  foremost  in  the  re- 
sumption. 

Very  respectfully,  your  roMt  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  RA.WLING8, 
President  of  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Virginia. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  eiiy. 

K  7. 
Tbbasvbt  DxPABTirxirT,  August  80,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Itttsr  of 
the  28th  instant,  and  I  beg  you  to  accept  of  my  thaaksfibr 
the  information  fumiahcd. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  your  bank  ascertain  whether  the 
transfer  to  the  State  referred  to  will  be  made  and  reoeiptad 
for  to  the  proper  authority  of  the  State,  aa  required  by  th* 
depoaite  law.  I  shall  be  gratified  at  receiving  informttion 
upon  that  point  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
IJJVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Tkmry. 
Jamxs  Rawubss,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Farmers*  Bank  af  Virginia. 

as. 

Fabxbbb*  Babb  of  Viboivia. 

Richmond,  September  16,  1837. 
Sib  :  Your  favor  of  the  80th  ultimo  waa  duly  rece&Tttd. 
I  have  aeen  the  Trsasurer  of  Virginia  in  lagaid  to  tla»  va 
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eeipli  to  be  given  for  the  Jaly  tranefer  from  the  United 
StatM,  end  am  told  by  him  that  they  cannot  yet  be  given/ 
becaose  he  has  not  been  advised  of  the  payment  of  the 
drafts. 

1  am  now  given  to  understand  that  the  draft  on  this 
innk  for  tipwardy  of  $1 17,000  ha«  been  transferred  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  it  is 
(he  porpoee  of  that  bank  to  tender  the  same  as  an  oflset  to 
llw  daim  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  instabnent  dae 
OB  sceount  of  the  Government  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
Uoited  Slates. 

This  being  the  case  we  are  precluded  from  meeting  the 
draft  in  any  ordinaiy  way.  It  woald  be  quite  convenient 
for  ae  in  a  very  short  time  to  throw  funds  into  Philadelphia 
svsn  to  meet  it,  but  this,  we  presume,  would  not  be  per- 
mitted by  the  holder. 

Under  this  state  of  the  case,  and  to  avoid  any  embarrass- 
ment to  the  Government,  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  oi 
this  draft,  I  would  be  highly  pleased  if  you  would  direct 
the  proper  officer  to  check  upon  this  bank  for  all  or  any  of 
year  ordinary  disbursements  in  Virginia,  until  at  least  an 
smoont  equal  to  the  ouUtanding  draft  shall  be  paid.  It  will 
ifiord  us  pleasure  to  meet  such  drafts  in  a  way  we  trust 
sitisfactory  to  the  creditors  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RAWLIN08. 
Preaident  Farmers*  Bank  of  Virginia. 

Hon.  Leti  WooDBunr, 

Secr^ary  of  the  Treasury. 

K  9. 
TBB^suar  DBPABTMxiiT,^/une  19,  1887. 
Sin :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  16th  instant,  which  was  received  this  morning,  I 
have  to  suggest  that  it  has  been  the  intention  of  this  De- 
partment, should  the  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky  execute 
the  transfer  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  Ist 
July,  for  $140,809  33,  to  relieve  it,  if  desired,  from  a 
corrsspondent  amount  of  the  transfer  which  had  been  pre- 
nousiy  directed  to  be  made  by  it  to  your  bank.  Bat  if  the 
Xorthem  Bank  is  willing  to  paj^to  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
the  draft  io  which  yon  refer,  in  such  a  medium  as  you  are 
willing  to  receive,  the  transfer  having  been  ordered  previ- 
ous to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  Department 
will  not  interfere  in  any  arrangement  which  may  be  made, 
to  the  mutual  accommodation  of  the  two  banks,  but  will 
be  happy  if  you  can  so  arrange  the  matter.  In  such  case 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  any  special  stipulation  with 
you  aa  to  the  kind  of  money  you  will  be  called  un  to  pay 
on  acoonnt  of  this  deposite.  ' 

The  foods  which  may  be  in  your  bank,  or  in  its  branch 
at  IVorfoik,  will  be  drawn  out  as  the  public  service  may 
require,  in  the  ordinary  course,  as  far  as  I  can  at  present 
judge.  I  aoi,  sir,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
JoRir  BBOCKSNanoueH,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

P.  8.  Yon  can  show  this  letter  to  the  agent  of  the 
J^orthem  Bank,  if  you  please.  L.  W. 

K  10. 

Trbabuiit  Depabtwewt, 

September  21,  1837. 

8ra  :  I  hav^to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
c^fcae  16th  September.  Until  it  shall  be  distinctly  settled, 
^wliich  is  not  done  in  your  letter,  that  your  bank  intends  to 
cJ««^onor  the  transfer  draft  placed  upon  it  in  favor  of  the 
^CAte  fA  Virginia,  this  Department  cannot  make  any 
jsJCerior  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  rands  provided  for 


meeting  it.     We  had  hoped  you  would  have  no  difficulty 
with  your  own  State. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  d:c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  PnxsiDsirT 

of  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

L  1. 

Plaittsbs'  Batk,  Savaititab, 

March  29,  1887. 
Sib  :  Most  of  the  transfer  drafts  recently  received  from 
you  gave  to  the  banks  of  New  York,  on  which  they  were 
made,  the  option  of  paying  them  in  this  city.  The  Bank 
of  America  has  availed  of  this,  and  tendered,  through  its 
agent  here,  two  checks,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  say  one  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  drawn  by 
Phmniz  Bank  of  New  York  on  the  Darien  Branch  Bank 
of  this  city,  and  one  for  five  thousand  dollars,  drawn  by 
State  Bank  of  New  York  on  the  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  of  this  place  also.  The  custom  of  the 
banks  here  for  a  short  time  past,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
accommodation  of  our  merchants,  has  been  to  receive  in 
payment  for  collections  made  by  them,  the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  Augusta  and  Charleston,  reserving  to  themselves, 
however,  the  right  to  pay  out  the  same  description  of  notes 
to  all  checks  drawn  on  them,  and  founded  on  collections. 
This  bank  having  paid  in  specie  the  greater  portion  of  the 
warrant  issued  to  the  State  in  January  last,  and  feeling 
itaelf  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  if  required,  the  warrant  issued 
and  payable  first  proximo,  I  called  on  the  banks  on  which 
the  above  mentioned  checks  were  drawn,  to  ascertain  if 
they  or  others  which  might  be  received  would  be  mpt  in 
specie  if  required ;  and  I  am  led  to  understand  that  it  will 
not  be  agreeable  to  them  to  pay  specie  for  any  checks 
founded  in  collections,  made  either  for  individuals  or  banks. 
Considering  this  institution  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  if 
desired,  any  and  all  checks  or  warrants  made  on  it  by  you, 
and  unwilling  to  come  into  any  collision  widi  the  bsinks  pf 
our  city,  the  more  especially  as  the  mere  suggestion  or  in- 
quiry made  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  specie,  under  the 
circumstances,  gave  utterance  to  the  cry  that  the  Govern- 
ment funds  were  to  be  used  to  oppress  and  cramp  our  in- 
stitutions, I  declined  to  reeeive  from  the  agent  of  the  Bank 
of  America  the  checks,  and  requested  him  to  make  the  de- 
mand for  specie,  which  was  declined  by  him.  I  take  it  for 
granted  I  express  your  views  when  I  say  that  this  institu- 
tion is  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  when  required,  any  and  all 
drafts  or  warrants  made  on  ft  by  Government ;  and  I  beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  say  if,  under  this  view,  you  consider  it 
under  any  obligation  to  receive  in  payment  from  banks  on 
which  you  give  it  transfer  drafts,  checks  on  other  banks, 
which  banks  claim  the  right  to  pay  such  checks  in  what 
are  termed  current  notes,  and  which  are  not  immediately 
available  to  us,  in.  case  qf  specig  requirements,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  remoteness  from  us.  I  am  far  from  intend- 
ing this  communication  as  one  of  complaint,  and  beg  that 
it  will  not  be  received  in  this  light.  The  arrangement  of 
the  present  checks  is  a  matter  I  consider  between  the  Bank 
of  America  'and  ourselves,  and  it  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  both  of  us,  onr  supply  of  specie  at 
present  being  ample  for  any  requirement  made  on  us ; 
but,  under  different  cifcumstances,  we  might  be  subjected 
to  much  inconvenience.  It  is  my  desire  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  its  prospective  bearing  on  this  bank,  and  to  re- 
quest you,  if  you  can,  in  accordance  with  your  own  views 
on  this  subject,  direct  that  any  future  transfer  drafts  issued  to 
us  be  paid  in  such  way  as  to  relieve  us  from  the  unpleasant- 
ness of  coming  into  collision  with  our  institutions  here,  and 
incurring  the  stigma  of  using  Government  funds  to  oppress 
them,  when  we  only  ask  from  them  that  which  we  our- 
selves are  called  on  to  pay.     The  difficulty  can  be  avoided 


M 


APPENDIX— Zb  Guki  Sf  ^^aton't  Begjktv. 


36th  Co^»,  Ut  Sui.] 


DtposUt  Btmk»f 


by  making  the  transfer  drafU  payable  at  the  bank  on  which 
fhey  may  be  issued,  and  I  beg  to  suggest  to  you  this  course. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  W.  ANDERSON,  PreMent 
Hon.  Liyi  Woodbubt, 

Stcretary  oflhe  Treasury, 

L3. 

Tbbasurt  Dkpartmbht,  April  7,  1837. 

8iB  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ultimo  this  morning. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  depositories  employed  by  this 
Department  are  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  when  required,  all 
drafts  and  warrants  made  on  it  by  the  Government  is  per- 
fectly correct,  unless  in  the  case  of  transfer  drafts,  the  bank 
executing  the  transfer  holds  the  notes  of  that  in  favor,  of 
which  it  is  made,  or  remits  bills  and  drafts  in  payment, 
which  the  latter  is  willing  to  credit  as  specie. 

The  transfer  drafts  ordered  by  this  Department  are  usually 
made  payable  either  at  the  bank  executing  the  transfer  or 
at  the  bank  to  which  it  is  made,  as  may  best  suit  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  or  the  wishes  of  the  institution  on 
whom  the  burden  .of  payment  is  thrown.  The  general 
practice  has  been  to  make  them  payable  at  the  bank  to  which 
payment  is  required  to  be  made,  as  being  the  course  mest 
generally  acceptable  and  convenient. 

This  Department  trusts  that  no  practicable  difficulty  will 
arise  on  this  subject,  and  will,  at  all  times,  be  anxious  to  do 
every  thing  in  its  power  to  prevent  such  a  result. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

G.  W.  AKDXBsoir,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Planter^  Banky  Savannah, 

M  1. 
AesicuLTUBAL  Bavk  or  Missjssippr, 
Natchez,  January  28,  1837. 
.  8iE :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
9d  instant,,  and  your  notice  of  the  issuing  of  a  transfer  draft 
on  us  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  $126,000, 
which  I  suppose  is  made  payable  here,  and  nothing  appears 
to  the  contrary. 

I  enclose  onr  weekly  accouni)  and  am»  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Lbti  WoonBUBT, 

Seeretary  of  the  Treasury, 

lA. 

AOEICULTVBAL  BaBK  OF  MiSBISBXPFI, 

Natchez,  March  Zl,  1857. 

8iB :  The  recent  large  failures  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
Northern  cities  must  necessarily  suspend  the  payment  of  a 
large  amount  of  our  bills  maturing  at  distant  points  until 
next  season,  and  product  great  embarrassment  for  several 
months  in  this  community.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  to 
inquire  of  you  whether  we  may  not  expect  that  the  public 
moneys  now  in  the  custody  of  this  bank  will  not  be  reduced 
in  amount  before  January  next. 

We  have  experienced  considerable  delay  in  making  them 
available  to  us,  in  consequence  of  receiving  them  at  Pontl- 
loc,  and  the  principal  investments  made  of  them  are  in  the 
very  bills  that  are  now\>eing  suspended.  Having  under- 
stood that  the  funds  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw  nation  'of 
Indians  are  to  be  invested  for  their  use,  this  bank  proposes 
to  borrow  one  million  of  dollars,  on  such  time  and  terms  as 
msy  accord  with  the  views  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cashier, 

Hon.  Lkti  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


M  3. 
AeRicuLTnsAL  Bbhs  or  Mississirpi, 

Natchez,  Afril^  1837. 

8iK  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  to  dsy  year  letter 
of  March  the  14th,  and  notioet  that  transfer  dr^havs  been 
ordered  on  diis  bank,  in  favor  of  the  States  of  TcmMNe 
and  Arkansas,  both  payable  on  the  1st  instant    Vekavs 
every  reason  to  expect  that  these  drafts,  as  well  ss  the  fondi 
required  at  Little  Rock,  will  be  demanded  in  specie,  all 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  amount  to  a  sufficient  smn  ts 
increase,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  embarrassmenti  of 
this  region  of  country.     We  have  no  other  means  of  pro. 
curing  supplies  of  specie  but  from  the  New  Orleans  banks, 
from  the  payment  of  exchange  on  that  city ;  even  mch  ii 
the  present  state  of  things  there  as  to  render  this  dependnwe 
exceedingly  precarious.     The  demand  during  the  last  two 
or  three  months  so  far  exceeds  all  experience  as  to  indoce 
the  banks  to  part  with  it  very  reluctantly  upon  anj  tera». 
Almost  eveiy  dollar  received   for  produce  is  immsdiatelj 
demanded  in  coin ;  bank  balancea  for  coUediou  loade  of 
our  merchants  have  to  be  paid  in  specie,  and  tha  demand 
for  it,  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  still  continual  to  a  boTdea- 
so  meextent.     This,  together  with  the  recent  failarci  beie. 
in  New  Orleans^and  the  Northern  cities,  has  made  it  inex- 
pedient for  the  banks  to  make  new  discounts ;  commercial 
credit  has  consequently  become  greatly  impaired,  and  oui 
whole  population  is  at  this  time  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment and  alarm.     The  Governor  has  convoked  a  ipecitl 
meeting  of  our  Legislature,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of 
some  extraordinary  measure  of  relief,  which  at  present  addi 
something  to  the  prevailing  anxiety  and  alarm. 

The  banks  in  this  State,  although  in  my  opinion  Kcner- 
ally  sound,  and  prudently  couducted,  must  necessarilj  feel 
the  embarrassment  of  the  times. 

These  are -circumstances  which  I  deem  it  my  doty  to 
make  known  to  you ;  and  firom  them  you  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  any  measure,  coosstent 
with  your  views  of  public  duty  and  interest,  to  TsUeTeoi, 
as  much  as  possible,  from  the  payment  of  money,  and  par- 
ticularly of  specie,  during  the  summer.  In  the  autumni  I 
do  not  doubt  that,  things  will  become  comparatiTcW  etsy 
again.  • 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  here  that  the  Indian  tribes,  so  fti 
as  my  information  extends,  have  generally  preferencx  to 
receive  bank  notes  in  which  they  have  confidence,  to  eitBer 
silver  or  gold.  The  former  they  find  to  be  exuemely  in- 
convenient on  account  of  the  bulk  and  weight,  and  tb^v* 
not  judges  of  the  value  and  genuineness  of  the  latter.  At 
Pontitoc  this  has  been  almost  uniformly  the  case,  and  it 
seems  to  me  probable  that  the  Indians  in  Arkanstf  omt 
have  the  same  preferences,  and  that  the  notes  of  this  and 
the  Planters*  Bank  may  prove  more  acceptable  to  tbeoi,  ai 
they  are  already  familiar  with  their  use  and  value* 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cojkitf 

Hon.  LXVI  WOODBUBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  4. 
Tbxasvrt  Dbpabtmext,  Aprt/20,  193T. 

8tb  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  3 1  St  uU.  From  present  appearances  the  current  ?«• 
ceipts  into  the '  Treasury  during  the  year  will  not  exceed, 
if  indeed  they  shall  equal,  the  expenditures  required  br 
law.  The  deposite  with  the  eeveral  States,  required  ^ 
the  deposite  law  to  be  made  on  and  before  the  first  day  « 
October  next,  together  with  thoee  expenditures,  rewJ*' 
seasonable  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  deposite  twoki 
nccespary  for  making  these  paymenta. 

This  Department,  as  it  has  ever  done  toward  all  tbe  if- 
positories  employed  by  it,  will  endeavor  to  render  the  ^^' 
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tiM  dvTolTtng  upon  yoar  bank  as  little  burdensome  as  pos- 
sible, hj  farBtsMng  alt  possible  notiee  of  the  times  and 
plaees  where  you  wilt  be  required  to  make  payment.  For 
the  depositee  with  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas 
yon  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  make  convenient  pro- 
vision. The  transfers  recently  ordeivd  to  be  made  hy  you 
to  Baltim^DB  and  Philadelphia*  for  expenditure  at  those 
points,  are  placed' so  far  ahead  that  it  is  presumed  you  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  executing  them  with  punctuality.  You 
will  not  probably  be  called  «n^lo  pay  any  thing  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi, ,   <    .     ^      ,        . 

With  Mgard  to  the  proposition  to  borrow  a  miUion  of 
dollars  fsom  the  fund  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw  nation, 
I  have  to  state,  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the  removal 
and  seltleHient  of  that  nation  are  expected  to  absorb  all  the 
liinde  now  in  hand,  as  well  as  the  receipto  on  their  account 
for  a  considerable  time  (o  come.  Whenever  there  shall  be 
fimds  for  investment,  this  Department  will  be  happy  to 
purdiaae  stoek  from  your  bank,  should  it  possess  any  of  the 
kind  to  whie&  investments  are  restricted,  and  will  offer  them 
on  terras  as  finrorable  ss  others. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  '^ 
Secret arif  of  the  Treasury,' 

A.  P.  Morrill,  Cashter 

of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mi.,  Natchez. 

P.  8.  If  any  future  transfers  except  those  to  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  are  orderad  from  your  bsnk,  1 
will  give  them  ample  notice,  and  make  them  as  near  and 
convenient  as  the  public  interest  will  permit. 

M  5. 

Agricultural  Bavk  of  Misbissippt, 

Natchez,  April  2^,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  has  pre- 
aewtod  his  two  transfer  drafts  on  this  bank,  and  demanded 
specie,  wbi^fai  be  wants  for  the  use  of  the  new  bank  about 
to  go  into  operation  at  LiMie  Rock ;  but  as  it  will  not  be 
needed  before  the  1st  of  July,  he  has  been  induced  to  de- 
fer the  demand  on  that  we  agree  to  place 
this  amount  thereat  that  time  at  our  risk  and  expense. 
Such  is  the  unexampled  state  of  things  here  and  in  New 
Orleans,  that  we  have  deemed  it  important  to  gain  this 
little  time,  even  at  some  risk  of  not  being  able  to  comply 
with  bar  agreement ;  for  specie  cannot  be  obtained  in  New 
Orieans  upon  any  other  terms  than  a  positive  demand  at 
tfao  counter  of  the  banks,  and  by  the  I  at  of  July,  unless 
relief  is  afforded  them,  it  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  it  even 
in  this  way.  Mr.  Woodruff,  the  Treasurer  of  Arkai^sas, 
informs  me  that  large  amounts  o^  specie  are  now  at  the 
several  land  offices  in  that  State,  and  if  the  receivers  were 
directed  todeposite  the  abovis  aniSbdht,  |^lOO,006,  with  him, 
it  woold  be  a  convenience  to  all  parties.  This  bank  would 
be  greatly  accommodated  by  such  an  arrangement,  and, 
if  the  money  is  not  to-be  deposited  with  uk.  We  would  place 
it  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  either 
in  New  Orleans  or  in  the  Planters*  Dank  in  thij  city,  as 
may  be  directed. 

Very  respcclfuHy, 

A-  P.  MORRtLL,  CflirAier. 
Hun.  TiT.Ti  WooDBunr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  6. 

WASHiiroToir  <JiT*,  June  1,  1837. 

Some  time  iri  the!  month  of  Apriflast,  the  Governor  of 

Tennessee  put  into  the  hands  of  the  cashier  of  the  Plant- 

ers'  Banlc  of  Tcnnewee,  for  collection,  a  draft  dravn  by  the 

Treasurer  of  the'  United  States  on  the  Agricultural  Bank 

of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  dated 

March  ISth,  1837,  for  the  sum  of  $125,000.  '.The  Plant. 

ers*  Bank  sent  the  said  draft  to  Natches  for  payment  by 
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special  agents ;  the  said  agents  made  two  formal  applica- 
tions themselves  for  payment  thereof,  but  without. success; 
the  said  agenta  neither  demanded  nor  insisted  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  draft  in  specie,  but  declared  their  readi- 
ness to  take  the  payment  thereof  in  notes  on  the  New  Or- 
leans  banks  or  in  United  States  Bank  notes,  but  still  thej 
could  not  obtain  the  money  for  said  draft  ;  the  said  agents 
were  then  forced  to  place  the  said  draft  in  the  hands  of  a 
notary  public,  who  made  a  formal  demand  for  the  payment 
thereof  on  the  3d  May,  1837,  and  payment  being  refused, 
the  said  draft  was  accordingly  duly  protested  for  non-pay- 
ment. 

The  above  facts  did  not  occur  under  my  ewn  personal 
observation  ;  but  I  am  a  .director  of  the  Planters'  Bank, 
and  in  that  capacity  learnt  them  from  the  report  of  the  said 
agents  to  said  Planters*  Bank,  and  I  believe  them  to  be 
true.  I  did  not  learn  what  reasons  the  Agricultural  Bank 
assigned  for  the  course  it  pursued. 

Upon  the  reception  at  Nashville  of  the  notice  of  protest 
of  said  draft,  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee  paid  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  the  smount  of  said  draft,  took  it)  up  for 
the  credit  of  the  General  Government,  and  is  now  the 
holder  of  the  sam%. 

T  furnish  this  statement  at  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
W6odbury. 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 

M  7. 

WAsJlIirGTOJT  CiTT,  JuTit  2,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee,  in  which  he  forwards 
me  a  draft  drawn  by  the'Treasuiiir  of  the  United  States  in 
favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  oA  the  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Mississippi,  dated  March  3d,  1837,  for  the  sum  of 
1 125, 000,  which  said  draft  has  been  protested  for  non* 
payment. 

This  draft  was  originally  forwarded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  a  part  of  the  public  frioneys  directed  by  law  to 
deposite  with  said  State,  and  was  intended  as  so  much  of 
the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited  with  that  State  on  the 
1st  of  April  last..  Said  draft  was  presented  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Bank  on  the  2d  of  last  month  for  payment,  but  the 
payment  thereof  being  refused,  it  Was  Accordingly  pro- 
tested. • 

On  thfc  rcrtum.of  said  draft  to  Nashville  under  protest, 
the  Planters*  ^jink  of  Tennessee  voluntarily  came  for- 
ward and  paid  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  the  amount  of 
said  drafts'  and  took  up  the  same  for  the  credit  of  the  United 
l^tates. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Planters*  Bank  became  the  holder  of 
said  draft,  and  I  am  desired  by  the  president  thereof  to  pre- 
sent the  same  to  you  for  reimbursement,  and  to  ask 
you  to  give  in  payment  checks  on  some  of  the  Eastern 
cities.  As  to  the  mode  of  reimbursement,  I  think  there 
should  b9  no  olyection  urged.  The  Planters'  Bank  ad- 
vanced the  money  for  the  credit  of  the  United  States  at  a 
time  of  extreme  pressure  at  Nashville,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  money  so  advanced  was  equal  to  specie.  In^making 
this  payment  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  Planters'  Bank 
supposed  it  would  be  doing  a  service  both  to  the  General 
Government  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  it  enabled  the 
General  Government  to  carry  out  the  original  object  had  in 
view  when  the  draft  was  drawn,  and  it  placed  at  once  into 
the  Treasury  of  Tennessee  the  full  quota  of  the  public 
moneys  intended  for  that  State  on  the  1st  April  last. 

The  payment  of  this  money  to  the  Planters*  Bank  in 
a  check  on  the  East  will  further  tend  to  enable  that  institu- 
tion to  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  United  States  at  Athens 
in  gold  and  silver  or  their  equivalent- 

The  planters'  Bank  is  not  without  claims  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department  for  reasonable  aid.  It  has  discharged  for  the 
United  States  upwards  of  f  1,300,000  within  the  last  eight 
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months,  and  at  this  time  only  owes  the  Goveniment  about 
$69,000.  Much  of  the  money  paid  on  these  dlsburee* 
ments  was  paid  in  silver,  sent  to  the  Branch  Bank  at 
Athene^  by  the  Planter's  Bank  at  great  expense,  risk,  and 
trouble.  The  public  moneys  within  the  last  six  months 
deposited  with  the  Planters*  Bank  have  remained  with  it 
too  short  a  time  to  be  used  by  that  institution,  and  hence 
no  profit  has  resulted  from  the^gency.  Therefore,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  I  hope  you  will  consider  it  reason- 
able to  make  me,  as  the  agent  of  the  Planters'  Bank,  reim- 
bursemrat  in  checks  on  the  Eastern  cities. 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 
Hon.  Lbvi  WooDBuaT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N.  B.  I  think  it  proper  to  add  that  down  to  the  latest 
dates  from  Nashville,  the  Planters'  Bank  had  not  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  and  the  tenor  of  a  letter  just  received 
from  the  president  of  that  institution,  seems  to  look  to  a 
continuation  of  the  payment  of  the  Government  requisi- 
tions at  Athens  in  gold  and  silver. 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 

M  8. 

Treasury  Dbparthent,  June  2,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  suggestion  concerning  the  draft  on 
the  Agricultural  Bank,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  which  was  not  paid  by  that  bank,  but  the  money  vol- 
untarily advanced  by  your  bank  to  the  State,  I  would  briefly 
reply: 

In  the  first  place  the  liberal  conduct  of  your  bank  is  duly 
appreciated ;  but  it  is  not  legally  in  my  power  to  consider 
the  claim  as  a  debt,  and  as  a  transaction  with  that  bank,  to 
be  settled  with  it  like  a  debt 

On  the  other  hand,  I  was  willing,  as  before  proposed  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State,  to  issue  a  new  transfer  for  the 
amount  on  the  Union  Bank,  or,  as  stated  to  the  Governor, 
to  pass  the  amount  to  your  credit  by  issuing  a  new  transfer 
on  your  bank,  and  the  Stale  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
if  paid. 

But  finding  that,  so  far  as  you  know  and  represent  the 
views  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  act  in  the  capacity 
of  assignee  or  representative  ol4|b6  claim  of  the  State  for 
the  #126^000,  there  is  a  reluctance  to  accept  a  new  trans- 
fer in  the  Union  Bank,  and  that  no  funds  remain  in  your 
bank  subject  to  our  draft,  except  such  as  were  not  payable  till 
hereafter,  in  June  and  July,  and  have  not  yet  been  paid  in 
funds  immediately  available,  and  on  which  we  are  rapidly 
drawing  for  Indian  expenditures,  I  am  disposed  to  give 
another  transfer  or  transfers  to  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  on 
some  other  bank,  where  our  means  are  large,  and  which  is 
likely  to  be  more  acceptable,  and,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, just.  We  shall  also  be  obliged  to  draw  on  both 
the  banks  in  Nashville  largely  for  the  July  deposite  wi.th 
the  States,  and  on  the  Planters'  Bank,  all  which  can  be 
spared  there,  after  meeting  current  expenditures.  I  will 
thank  you,  therefore,  to  designate  such  bank  or  banks  as 
seem  to  you  most  convenient,  and  conflne  the  amount  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  as  will  probably  be  realized  satisfac- 
tory, to  the  West  or  Southwest. 

We  have  ample  funds  in  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
well  as  at  Natchez,  at  Louisville,  and  Cincinnati ;  on  either 
of  these  places  we  can  give  new  transfers  for  the  whole, 
and,  if  likely  to  l>o  more  acceptable,  can  give  a  transfer  for 
a  part  on  New  York — not  exceeding,  however,  50,000 
dollars  without  inconvenience. 

Respectfully  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tbos.  H.  Flstcber,  Esq. 

Agent  for  the  Planters*  Bunk  of  Tennessee, 


M  9. 

Washhtotow  City,  June  S,  1837. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  this  day  is  at  hand.  Upon  refleetion,  1 
believe  it  will  be  most  acceptable  to  all  concerned  to  take 
the  drafts  proposed  on  New  York,  Cindnnati,  and  Louis- 
ville ;  and,  therefore,  I  will  accept  of  a  draft  on  New  Yoik 
for  50,000  dollars,  on  Cincinnati  for  37,500dolllis,  and  on 
Louisville  for  87,500  dollars. 

Very  respectfully, 

TH08.  H.  FLETCHER, 

Hon  LSTI   WOODBUBT, 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasury, 

N  J. 
Wasbibtotob,  May  30,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  balance  due  from  the  Clinton  Bank  of  CoIqiii- 
Uus,  sunounting  to  ninety  or  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  we 
feel  anxious  to  meet  in  a  manner  that  shall  be  as  little  em* 
barrassing  to  the  United  States  as  the  present  deranged 
state  of  the  eurr4>ncy  will  permit;  end  will  hold  oarseltes 
ready  to  meet  forthwith  the  Tneasury  draft  in  favof  o(  tht 
State  of  Ohio  for  the  full  «mount  of  the  same. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  NEIL,  PrtsidmU 
Hon.  Lbti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  • 

N  2. 

COMMKBCIAL  BaVK  of  Cl2f  CIVNATI, 

June  8,  1837. 

SiB  :  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
Bank  of  Kentucky  is  willing  to  receive  such  funds  as  ws 
are  prepared  to  pay  them  in  discharge  of  the  transfer  drsft 
for  100,000  dollars,  payable  on  the  28th  insUnt,  and  that 
we,  therefore,  prefer  to  reduce  our  debt  to  the  GoTemmenl 
by  making  that  payment.  That  bank  declined  giving  lu 
any  assurance  so  far  in  advice,  as  to  the  kind  of  funds 
which  it  will  receive  in  payment  of  the  drafts  payable  in 
July  and  August,  but  we  have  confidence  that  we  shall  bs 
able  to  make  an  acceptable  payment.  If  so,  we  prefer 
making  tho  payment.  I  respectfully  suggest,  therefore, 
that  the  drafts  be  allowed  to  remain  for  the  pitseot^  and 
should  any  difficulty  occur  hereafler,  we  will  in  due  time 
advise  you,  and  request  the  favor  of  you  to  recall  thedrafu. 

We  will  with  pleasure  make  the  payment  yon  desiie  of 
150,000  dollars  to  the  Sute  of  ^nnsylvania;  butasths 
amount  is  large,  and  the  time  short,  it  will  be  a  favor  to 
us  if  you  will  delay  the  issuing  of  the  draft  for  a  few  days, 
so  that  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  the  option  between  Pitu^ 
burg  and  Philadelphia.  It  may  be  a  great  convenience  to 
us  to  pay  at  Pittsburg,  but  we  cannot  decide  this  question 
until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  our  president,  from  St. 
Louis,  who  is  hourly  expected.  You  may  depend  on  our 
placing  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  tlie  Treasurer  at  wbich- 
ever  place  may  be  decided  on,  on  the  Ist  July.  We  alw 
hope  that  these  drafts  will  be  drawn  payable  in  current 
bank  notes,  as  a  payment  in  specie,  if  demanded  b;  the 
banks  to  which  it  is  to  be  paid,  would  be  impracticable,  and 
would  lead  to  disappointment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HALL,  Cashier, 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N  3. 
Commercial  Bank,  of  Cincikhati, 

Julv  1,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  received  from  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  to  day  tfas 
transfer  Uraft  payable  to  us  on  the  29th  ultimo,  duly  re- 
ceipted. 

I  am  advised  by  that  bank  that  for  the  outstanding  dia/b 
payable  in  July  and  August,  of  $100,000  each,  they  ^u 
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not  iMeive  in  paynMni  any  thing  battpecie,  checki  on  the 
Etf^  or  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  This  mode  of 
pennant  would  be  impracticable,  unless  at  a  sacrifice  greater 
than  the  Department  would,  we  believe,  require.  The 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  in  common  with  most  of  the  banks  of 
this  region,  is  rapidly  curtoiiing  ito  circulation,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  procure  any  large  amount  of  its 
notes,  and  Eastern  checks  are  now  out  of  the  question. 
We  were  obliged,  in  arranging  for  the  payment  due  this 
day  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of 
about  7,000  dollars,  which  we  did  cheerfuUy  rather  than 
disappoint  the  Department.  But,  as  the  means  of  creating 
fande  at  the  East  are  now  almost  entirely  cut  off,  we 
should  not  wish  to  make  any  new  engagements  which 
would  require  Eastern  exchange,  and  which  we  might, 
therefore,  not  be  able  to  fulfil.  We,  therefore,  beg  leave 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  offer  you  were  kind  enough  to 
make,  to  withdraw  the  two  drafts  payable  at  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

JAMES  HALL,  CoMhier. 

Hon.  Leti  WooDBiraT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  4. 

Bank  of  Kxittvckt, 

LouisviUej  June  7,  1837. 

Sir  :  The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  the  portion  of  the 
nirplos  revenue  accruing  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  tho  Sute.  This  bank,  as 
you  are  aware,  has  a  large  amount  of  the  public  depositee, 
while  the  Northern  bank  has  a  very  small  portion.  Would 
it  suit  you,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  this  bank,  to  give 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  a  warrant  for 
the  whole  amount?  This  would  leave  a  moie  equal 
UDOUDt  in  each  bank,  and  relieve  this  institution  very 
much  in  the  payment  of  so  large  an  amount — the  branch 
of  the  bank  at  Frankfort  being  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  State. 
This  bank  has  been  very  much  embarrassed  in  its  opera- 
tiona  by  the  protest  of  checks  on  the  North,  which  it  had 
received  in  payment  of  balances  by  banks  in  the  South, 
porticiUarly  the  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez  and  the 
Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  thus  suspending  a  large 
amount  which  should  have  been  available  in  furnishing  our 
merchante  with  Eastrtfc  checks.  We  necessarily  ac- 
cumulate large  balanW  in  the  two  named  banks,  funds 
of  which  we  can  make  no  use,  unless  it  will  suit  your 
Department  to  make  warrants  on  us  to  be  paid  at  these 
points. 

We  will  hold  ourselves  ready,  at  all  times,  to  meet  your 
requisilioQs,  and,  on  the  unfortunate  suspension  of  spede 
payments,  will  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  satisfy  the 
holders  of  your  warrants.  We  have  thus  far  had  no  sort 
of  difiicnlty,  nor  do  we  expect  any,  yet  your  Department 
mast  deal  as  lightly  with  us  as  possible. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  POPE,  President. 

Hon.  Lkti  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N5. 
TaxASURT  Dkfartxsft,  June  15,  1837. 

Sin  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant.  The  proportion  of  the  July  instalment, 
drawn  opon  your  bank,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
has  been  greatly  increased,  and,  had  not  the  transfer  drafts 
been  iaaool  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  might  hf ve 
been  more  so,  being  anxious  to  accommodate  the  deposi- 
tories of  public  money  in  sny  mode  consistent  with  the 
public  eervice. 

Voar   auggestion  of  a  wish  to  make  payment  at  New 


Orleans  will  be  attended  to,  should  circumstances  requiie 
fiinds  at  that  point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURV, 
W.H.PoP.,Esq.  ^^-^^'^oftheTreast^ry. 

President  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville. 
N6. 
NoRTHXRir  Bank  of  Kbhtugkt, 

Lexinpon,  June  9,  1887. 
Dear  sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the 
3l8t  ultimo,  notifying  me  that  a  *'  transfer  draft  has  been 
directed  upon  this  bank  for  the  sum  of  $100,000,  payable 
to  the  Stete  of  Kentucky  on  the  1st  of  July  next,"  which 
payment  shall  be  made.  It  will,'  as  I  intimated  in  my  let- 
ter to  you  of  the instant,  be  very  agreeable  to  us  to 

learn  that  the  transfer  draft  may  have  been  directed  to  our 
branch  at  Louisville,  for  the  further  sum  you  may  have  to 
pay  the  Stete  of  Kentucky  on  the  1st  of  July  next  Ar- 
rangemente  can  be  made  for  the  paymente  to  our  State 
with  perfect  ease  and  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Stete  au- 
thorities. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Caslaer. 
Hon.  Levi  Wooburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N7. 

NoRTHBRK  Bank  of  Kbktuckt, 

Lexington^  June  9,  1837. 

Dbar  sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  to  our  cashier 
at  Louisville  has  been  forwarded  to  me,  advising  of  a 
transfer  draft  having  been  directed  to  him  for  the  sum  of 
$140,809  33,  payable  to  the  Stete  of  Virginia  on  the  1st 
of  July  next,  and  that  the  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to 
the  Stete  of  Virginia  will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer 
heretofore  ordered  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  (viz.  on  the  5th  inst.,) 
we  had  despatched  a  special  messenger  (John  Milton,  Esq  } 
to  Richmond,  Virginia,  with  funds  to  pay  both  transfer 
drafts  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  with  instructions  that,  if 
he  failed  in  making  the  payment  there,  to  repair  to  Wash- 
ington, and  offer  the  sao#  to  you,  in  one  of  which  modes 
we  hope  the  payment  will  be  satisfactorily  made. 

In  that  event,  if  agreeable  to  you,  it  would  be  a  great 
accommodation  to  me  to  have  the  payment  of  the  draft  for 
^140,809  33  extended  to  Uiat  season  of  the  year  when  our 
live  stock  shall  be  carried  to  the  Virginia  market,  when  the 
paymeiit  can  be  made  without  inconvenience,  and  some 
facilities  afforded  to  our  trading  people  to  get  their  property 
to  a  market. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Lkvi  Woobburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N8. 

NoRTHiRN  Bark  of  Kbrtuckt, 

Lexington,  August  18,  1887. 
Dear  sir:  I  have  received  from  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  of  this  bank  at  Louisville,  the  copy  of  a  letter  fiom 
Wright  Southgate,  cashier  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, at  Norfolk,  advising  that  he  held  a  draft  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  Stetes  on  our  ofiice  at  Louisville,  for 
$140,809  33,  and  inquiring  how  we  mean  to  pay  it.  This 
transfer  draft  I  presume  to  be  the  same  referred  to  in  your 
letter  to  our  cashier  at  Louisville,  dated  the  30th  of  May 
last,  in  which  you  intimate  that^  upon  payment  of  that 
drafty  ite  amount  would  be  deducted  from  the  tranrfer 
drafts  before  oidered  to  be  paid  to  the  Sute  of  Virginia. 
Advice  of  the  draft  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Southgate  was 
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not  receievcd  until  a  special  mestienger,  Mr.  Milton,  WM 
sent  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  with  funds  to  pay  the  two 
transfer  drafts  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  for  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  and  which  payments  have 
been  made. 

On  the  9th  June  I  addressed  to  , you  a^ letter,  a  copy  of 
which  I  give  below,  and  hot  having  heaird'fro4  yo«  since, 
had  Buppose4  that  the  draft  was  withdrawn  or  suspended 
until  the  time  mentioned  in  that  letter. 

I  have  to  repeat  that  it  will  be  a  great  accommodation 

'^^to  this  bank  to  have  the  payment  suspended,  and  hope 

that  tbo  indulgence  asked  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 

interests  of  the  Treasury.     An  early  answer  is  respectfully 

solicited. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Caakier, 

Hon.  Lkti  Woodbubt, 

Seerttcry  of  the  Treasury, 

N.  9. 

TnsAiURT  DfPARTMEirT,  August  28,  1897. 

8iR :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  18th  instant.  It  was  ihe  intention  of  this  Depart- 
ment, as  was  notified  to  you  on  the  SOth  May,  should  the 
execution  of  the  State  transfer  draft,  in  favor  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  prove  too  burdensome  or  inconvenient,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  transfer  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  to  post- 
pone, modify,  or  recall,  the  latter,  which  were  then  with- 
in the  power  of  the  Department. 

But  over  the  State  transfer  draft  this  Department  did  not 
undertake  to  exercise  any  such  control,  and  the  period  of 
its  payment  was  fixed  by  law,  and  of  course  could  not  be 
postponed,  excepting  by  the  two  depositories  from  and  to 
which  the  payment  was  required  to  be  made. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  afford  you  any  ac- 
commodation, consistent  with  the  public  duties  devolving 
OQ  this  Department,  and  I  regret  that  I  cannot  with  pro- 
priety direct  the  payment  of  the  State  transfer  draft  in 
question  to  be  suspended  or  delayed,  agreeably  to  your 
request. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 

To  the  Cashteb  * 

of  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky ,  Lexington, 

N  10. 

Offics  State  Bank  Indiaita, 

Madison,  March  7,  1837. 
Sir  :  We  have  just  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Illinois 
nearly  $88,000  in  silver  on  Treasury  warrant.  This 
branch  and  the  bratich  at  Indianapolis  have  been  compel- 
led to  pay  a  large  .amount  of  silver  to  the  Northern  Bank 
of  Kentucky  through  transfer  warrants :  that  bank  ha<i  re- 
plenished her  vaults  with  specie  at  our  expense. 

This  letter  is  not  written  in  a  spirit  of  complaint,  but 
to  request  you  as  a  favor  to  us'  (if  convenient  for  you)  not 
to  draw  on  this  branch  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  Illinois, 
as  the  whole  amount  will  be  required  in  specie.  Our 
specie  has  been  down  much  latterly,  and  the  depositcs 
through  the  land  ofiices  are  light,  and  likely  to  be  more  ao. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  D.  LANIER,  President, 
Hon.  Lkti  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N  11. 
Tbbasubt  Dbpabtxxbt,  March  16  1887. 
8iB :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter 
of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  me  to  issue  no  more  transfer 
drafts  opon  your  insUtation  in  Atvor  of  the  State  of  lOmoiB, 


Several  dayi  since,  a  tranafor  draft,  payable  on  lbs  1st  day 
of  April  next,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  Qpoa  your 
bank,  was  issued  for  the  same  amonnt  as  tbit  for  the  An 
instalment  to  which  you  refer.  Should  the  operations  of 
these  transfers,  prove  too  severe,  it  will  affi)rd  me  pieasuie 
to  give  you  all  the  relief  in  ray  power.  The  greater  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  C»f  the  large  sum  of  public  mone^  on 
d^pesite  in  your  ii&titution  is  required  by  law  to  be  tran»- 
ferred  to  the.  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next.  If  it  will  prove  any  accommodation  to  you,  the 
July  instalment,  payable  to  Indiana  from  your  bank,  may 
be  increased,  and  that  payable  to  Illinois  placed  upon 
some  of  the  other  branches  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indi- 
ana, or  such  other  institutton  as  may  hereafter  seem  most 
proper.  »* 

I  am.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
To  the  Pbssivsmt 

of  the-B'h  of  the  State  B'k  of  bidiana  at  Madisott. 

N  12. 

Office  Statb  Babk  lanrAin, 

MadUan,  March  30,  1837. 

Sib:  Yours  of  the  1 6th  instant  is  received.  We  are 
obliged  to  yon  for  the  ofier  of  paying  a  larger  sun, 
1st  July,  to  Indiana,  and  none  to  Illinois  at  Uiattime; 
will  accept  the  offer,  and  make  our  arrangements  acooid- 
ingly. 

On  the  22d  instant  we  paid  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stale 
the  warrant  on  us  for  upwards  of  $96,000,  due  lit  of 
April ;  the  vouchers  were  not  sent  on  in  out  last  report,  ai 
the  payment  was  made  at  Indianapolis,  and  they  bad  not 
been  j-eceived'  from  there,  but  will  be  forwarded  io  next 
return. 

The  warrant  on  us  to  Illinoia,  dne  first  of  next  month, 
shall  be  promptly  met.  It  ii  of  gjeat  advanUge  to  uato 
be  advised  so  long  beforehand,  as  in  case  of  the  July  pay- 
ment to  Indiana.  It  enables  us  to  make  arrangements  for 
payment  which  under  shorter  notices  could  not  be  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  D.  LANIBR,  Prtsident. 

Hon.  Levi  Woobburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N  13. 
Lawreitcxbvro  Bravcb,  Ac,  March  90, 1887. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  8th  instant,  advising  of  your  direc- 
tion of  the  issue  of  a  transfer  draft  on  us  in  iavor  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  f  60,000,  is  received.  AstmUir 
notice,  dated  19th  January  last,  was  also  received.  Pl^se 
state  whether  those  notices  refer  to  the  same  transfer  drafts 
and,  also,  where  payment  is  to  be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  JOHN,  Ca^er. 
Hon.  LxTi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

N14. 
Tbeasurt  Dxpartkbvt,  Aforc^  30, 1837. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  general  notice  issued bf 
this  Department  on  the  1st  of  November  last,  a  trasafer 
drait  was  issued  on  your  branch  in  favor  of  the  Sufia  of 
Missouri,  for  $60,000,  in  part  payment  of  the  first  inital- 
ment  to  be  deposited  with  that  State,  and  a  transfer  dnft 
for  a  similar  amount  has  been  recently  issued  in  part  pay- 
m^t  of  the  second  usUfanent,  both  of  which  sre  to  be 
paid  at  your  branch. 

ft  is  presumed  that  the  notieea  to  which  refeienee  i< 
made  in  your  letter  of  the  8lh  instant,  (probably  an  over- 
sight  for  the  80th,}  which  eane  to  hand  t0^y»  applT  ^ 
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Umm  two  paymenCfl^  to  be  nuide  to  thtt  State  under  the 
provisions  of  the  deposits  law. 
I  am,  very  respeetAiUy,  your  obedient  seirant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
To  CASBTsm  of  the  Branch 

Stale  Bank  of  Indiana,  Lawreneeburg, 

N  15. 

Brakch  Bank,  Indianapolis^  March  21,  1837. 

Sir:  I  this  day  received  yours  of  the  11th  iosunt, 
notifying  me  that  a  tfansfer  drafl  has  been  directed  upon 
this  bank  for  the  sum  of  $268,751  48,  payable  to  the 
8ute  of  Indiana  on  the  Ist  of  April  next.  I  also  received, 
per  same  mail,  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  a 
transfer  draft  upon  the  branch  at  Lawrenceburg  for 
135,000,  which  when  paid  will  make  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  but  $1,874  45  more  than  the 
amount  this  branch  is  under  orders  to  transfer  to  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio. 

From  the  state  of  our  account  I  presume  some  other 
bsnk  must  have  been  intended,  and  I  hasten  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  subject.  I  believe  it  has  been  expected 
here  that  the  payment  of  the  second  instolment  of  this 
States'  portion  of  the  surplus  ravenue  would,  like  the  first, 
be  made  by  the  branches  at  Lawrenceburg,  Madison,  and 
New  Albany.      I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

B.  F.  MORBIS,  Cashier, 

Hon.  Leti  Woodbukt, 

Seattary  United  States  Treasury, 

N16. 
Tbbasurt  DspARTMBirT,  MoTch  81,  1837. 
8iR :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21st  insUnt ;  and  the  expectation  expressed  therein 
thttt  the  second  instalment  of  the  deposite  to  be  made  with 
the  State  of  Indiana,  during  the  present  year,  would  be 
dr«.wn  finom  the  branches  at  Lawrenceburg,  Madison,  and 
Ne-w  Albany,  was  correct.  The  notice  to  which  you  re- 
fer was  inadrertently,  by  a  clerical  mistake,  sent  to  your 
bank,  and  has  nd  been  followed,  and  will  not  be,  by  any 
tranirifer. 

I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
•  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Tha  CAraitR  of  the  Branch  of  the 

Siaie  Bank,  of  Indiana,  IndianapoKs. 

O  1. 
Trsasurt  of  trs  UiriTED  Statss, 

September  %},  1837. 
Sim :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  adopted  by 
tfae  Honss  of  Representatives  on  the  14th  of  September, 
18^7,  as  appertains  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close herewith,  copies  of  letters  numbered  I  to  11,  which 
embrace  all  the  correspondence  of  this  office  in  relation  to 
State  transfer  drafts,  other  than  the  ordinary  letters  of  ad- 
vice end  transmiasion ;  statement  in  detail  of  discredited 
drmfte  on  banks  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues, 
indading  a  few  su'jsequentiy  directed  to  receivers,  and 
peid  by  them ;  statement  of  transfer  drafts  issued  in  favor 
ai  Stetea»  on  account  of  the  three  first  inatalmente  under 
the  depoette  act  of  23d  June,  1836  ;  and  statement  of  State 
trmnsler   drafU  which  have  been  protested  as  not  paid  by 
the  banke  on  which  they  were  drawn. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«  JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
Hod.  Lsti  Woobbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  T)reasury, 
"Sam .  — ^The  statements  accompanying  this  letter  were  re- 
tomed  for  addittons,wbich  were  not  completed  until  the  R8d. 
TmBASirsxm's  Ornca,  Sqa,  S8,  1887. 


0  2. 

Statement  of  transfer  drafts,  is^td  in  favor  of^undry 
States  on  account  of  the  third  instafment  on^tndry 
banks,  tohidi  have  been  protested  for  non-payment. 
Virginia, 

On  the  Girard  B^k^  at  Phil- 
adelphia -  -  -  $57,000 

Mechanics'  Bank,  N.  York  '  40,000 

Uniop  Bank,  do  100,000 

National  Bank,         do  60,000 


South  Carolina, 
On  the  Gisard  Bank,  at  Phil- 
adelphia ...     $50,474  03 
Idechanics'  Bank,  N.  York         60,000  00 
^erchanU*  Bank,       do  40,000  00 

North  Carolina, 
On  the  Girard  Bank,  at  Philadelphia 

Tennessee, 
On  the  Agricultural  Bank,  at  Natehez    - 

Arkansas. 
On  the  Agricultural  Bank,  at 

Natchez  ...  $50,000 

Do  do  -  60,000 


$257,000  00 


150,474  08 

10,919  18 

126,000  00 


100,000  00 
JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

•     TreasureroftluU,  S, 

TaSASUBT  DsPABTMIirT,  *     . 

September  23,  1837. 
The  notices  of  the  protest  of  the  three  drafU  on  the  Gir- 
ard Bank  show  that  they  were  held  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

0  3. 
Statement  of  transfer  drafts  issued  in  favor  of  the  several 
States,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  23d  June,  1886, 
foir  distributing  the  surplus  revenue. 


No. 

SANK  8.^ 

Amount  of 
draftf. 

Amount  of 
instalments. 

89 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
1(0 
103 
104 
106 

MAINS. 
On  Maine  Bsnk,  Portland  - 

Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 

Oianite  Bank,  Asgosta  - 
>     Peoples*  Bank,  Bangor  • 

York  Hank,  Saco 

Merchant's  Bank,  Boston 

Fulioa  Bank,               do. 
Hancock  Bank,            do. 
Franklin  Bank,           do. 
PhanizBank,Charleslown     . 

Maine  Bank,  Portland  - 
Bank  of  Cumberland     - 
Onnite  Bank,  Aoguna  • 
Peoples*  Bank,  Bangor  • 
York  BankjSaco 
Merchants' Bank,  Boston 

Fulton  Bank,               do. 
Hancock  Bank,           do.       • 
Franklin  Bank,           do.        • 
Phcenix  Bank,  Ckarlestown     • 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 

Maine  Bank,  Portland  - 
Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusta 
«     People*!  Bank,  &uigor  •« 
York  Bank.  Saco  ^      - 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 

Total 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE.        . 
New  Hamshire  Bank,  do. 

MeCTimack  Co.  Bink,CottCoid 

asjooooo 

Si 

10,000  00 

•318,612  76 

318,612  76 
318,612  75 

153 
164 
155 
166 
157 
168 
159 
160 
161 
163 
163 
164 

&i 
Si 

10,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 
6,000  00 
90,000  00 

383 
283 
284 
285 
286 
287 

75J0OO  00 
96,000  00 
60,000  00 
33,612  76 
36,000  00 
80,000  00 

33/136  93 
28,000  00 

•966,836  96 

72 
78 
74 

94 
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Statbmkwt — continued. 


No. 


1G5 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 


290 
291 


293 


108 
109 
tlO 
HI 
112 
113 

303 
304 
305 
306 
307 
308 
315 


1 
2 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 

182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
137 
188 
189 
190 

294 
296 
396 

297 


300 

301 
302 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE-Contlnued. 

On  Meclianics'  Bank,  do.     - 

MerchanlB'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealih  Bank,  do. 
Fulion  Bank,  do. ' 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

(Yanklin  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  PoiUmouih 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  do. 
Piscaiaqua  Bank,  do. 

Porumouih  Bank,  do.     • 

Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.     • 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fuiion  Bank,  do. 

Htncock  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  do. 
Piscaiaqua  Bank,  do. 

Portsmouth  Bank,         do. 
Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanics*  Bank,  do.    • 


Toul 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
On  Merchants'  Bank.  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  du. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bcnk,  do. 

Pha»nix  Bank,  Charlestown 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  doi 

Hanctick  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Charlestown 

Mexvhants'  Bank.  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  dol 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Fhosnix  Bank,  do. 

Mechanics*  Bank         do. 


Total 

VERMONT. 
On  Bank  of  Burlington 
BankofWindsbr 
Tradesmens'  Bank,  New  York 
Bank  of  Troy,  Troy      - 
UntonBank,  New  York 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,       do.    • 
Merchants*  Bank,  do.    - 

Phoenix  Bank,  do.    • 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.    . 

Bank  ef  Burlington 
Bank  of  Windsor 
Bank  of  Troy,  New  York 

Tradesmens^  Bank,         der  • 
Union  Bank,  do.    • 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,       do.   • 
Merchants' Bank,  do.    • 

Phcenix  Bank,  do.    - 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.    . 

Bank  of  Burlington 

Bank  of  Windsor 

Bank  of  Troy  New  York 

Tradesmens^Bank, 

Union  Bank,                  do.  • 

Seventh  Ward  Bank.      do  • 

Merchants' Bank,         *do.  - 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 

PhflsnixBank,                do;  • 

Toul 

CONNECTICUT. 
Oo  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Qttinebaaff  Bank,  Norwich 
Fftmi.  A:  Mech.  Bank,Haitfoid 


Amount  of 
draAs. 


•12,000  00 
29,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,1100  00 

lo/xnoo 

5,000  00 


33,000  00 
63,000  00 
19,000  00 
20,000  00 
19,000  00 
26,000  00 
10,009  00 
5,000  00 
5/)00  00 


30,028  93 
65,000  00 
100,000  00 
23,000  00 
5,000  00 
10,000  00 


226,057  66 
55,000  00 
66,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 


226/157  86 
66,000  00 
66,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 


110/100  00 
88,067  86 

llO/WOW 
55/X)0  00 
36,000  00 
17/100  00 
30/100  00 


30,000  00 
20/X)0  00 
18,000  00 
15/100  00 
28,000  00 
36,000  00 
25/100  00 


15,000  00 


30/100  00 
20,001100 
15,000  00 
18,000  00 
28,000  00 
36,000  00 
26/100  00 
87/198  00 
15,000  00 


40/100  00 

lo/nooo 

15,000  00 
18,000  00 
S8/X)0  00 
85,(100  00 
26/100  00 
16/100  00 
37/198  93 


120,000  00 
35/)0O  00 
99;890  20 


Amount  of 
instalments. 


223,008  93 


§669,086  79 


4i6,067  86 


446,057  86 


446/167  66 


#1,338473  58 


No. 


223,088  93 


223,028  93 


»669/)e6  79 


964,890  20 


48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
63 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
204 
206 

330 
831 


Statbksvt— continued. 


CONNECTICUT-Coniinued. 
On  Far.  &  Mechanics'  B'k,  HaitTd 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Qui  nebaue  Bank,  Norwich  - 
Lafayette  Bank,  New  York 
Banc  of  America,  do. 

Manhatian  Company     do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,         do.      - 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebatig  Bank,  Norwich 
Bank  of  America,     New  York 
Manhattan  Company,     do.    - 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.    • 


Total 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
On  Arcade  Bank,  Providence 
B.  Island  Union  B*k,  Newport 

Arcade  Bank,  Providence 

R.  Island  Union  B'k,  Newport 

Bank  of  America,  New  York  - 

Arcade  Bank.  Providence 

R.  Island  Union  B'k,  Newport 


ToUl  .- 

NEW  YORK. 
On  Mech.  &  Farm.  Bank,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
**     *    '  *  do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Bank  of  America. 

Mechanics'  Bank, 

8eventh  Ward  Bank, 

PfaiBnixBank, 

Leather  Man.  Bank, 

Merchants*  Bank, 

Union  Bank, 

National  Bank, 

Bank  of  Troy,  at  Troy  - 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  N.  Y. 

Dry  Duck  Bank,  do. 

Mech.  and  Farm.  B*k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
Bank  of  America,  do.  - 

Mechanics*  Bank,  do.  - 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.  - 
Phoenix  Bank,  do.  . 

Leather  Man.  Bank,  do.  • 
Merchants' Bank,  do.  - 

Union  Bank,  do.  . 

National  Bank,  do.  > 

Troy  Bank  at  Troy  do.  - 

Dry  Dock  Bank,  do.  - 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brookly  u  • 
Commercial  Bank  at  Bufnlo  - 

Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 

Mechanics' Bank,  do.  - 

Bank  of  America,  do.  • 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,        do.  • 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.  - 

Leatner  Man.  Bank,         do.  - 

Merchants' Bank,  da  - 

Union  Bank,  do.  - 

National  Bank,  do.  • 

Dry  Dock  Company,         do.  • 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  - 

Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn*  • 

Commercial  Bank  at  Bumlo  > 


Total 

NEW  JERSEY. 
On  Trenton  Banking  Company 
Stale  Bank  at  Newark  - 
State  Bank  at  Elizabeth 
Lafayette  Bank  at  New^^k  • 
Tradesmen's  Bank, 


do. 
do. 


Merchants'  Bank, 

Trenton  Banking  Company 
Suae  Bank  at  Newark  • 
State  Bank  at  Elizal«th 
Lafayette  Bank  at  New  York 
«  No.  341  cancelled  and 


Amount  of 
drafls. 


t59,89o20 
100,000  00 
20,000  00 
15/)00  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 


Amount  of 
Insialmenit. 


160/>00  00 
25,000  00 
24,890  20 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
15,000  00 


78,445  10 
49,000  00 


78,445  10 
49/X)0  00 


50,000  00 
67,445  10 
10,000  00 


80/KlO 
180/100 
180/100 
200/00 

68,173  67 
130/X» 

^000 
155,000 
1U5/)0U 

75,000 

23,000 

45,000 

25,000 


60,000 
160,000 
180,000 
200,000 

63,173  57 

70,UOO 

85,000 
155,000 
106/100 

75,000 

26,000 

25J0OO 


30,000 


240/100 

270,000 

300,000 
63,173  67 
40,000     . 

aiooo 

IfiO/lOO 
75,0U0 

40^ 
25/100 

40/)00 


as/xn 

45/100 
45/100 
2^ 

35I600 

6S^20 


964^1  V 


264,690  90 


rHsreeo 


|IV,445  10 
'127,445  10 

127,415 10 


1382^90 


25/no 

6S/X)0 
35XX» 
28,000 

I  to  No.  890. 


I,338J73S7 


1,338,173  57 


1^173  51 


t4/M4, 


»4^« 
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Statxxxh  t-— continued. 


»  39 


NEW  JEBSEY-ContiDued. 
Oa  Merchants'  Bank»  New  York  • 
Tradeeruens'  Bank,       do.     - 

Trenton  Banking  Company    < 
Sute  Bank,  Newark    •  . 

State  Bank,  Elizabeth  . 
Lafaveue  Ban  k,  New  York     - 
Tradesmeni' Bank,    do. 
Merchanta'  Bank,      do. 


Total 

PENNSYLVANIA, 
On  Gf  rard  Bank,        Philadel  ph  ia 
Moyamenaing  Bank,       do.    • 
Merch.  k  Man.  B'k,  Piitaburg 

Girerd  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Mojamensing  Bank,  do.  - 
Merch.  ft  Man.  B'k,  Pitubnig 

Conunercial  Bank.  Cincinnati 
Merch.  ft  Man.  B'k,  Piuaburg 
GiFutl  Bank,  Philadelphia     - 

Total 

DELAWARE. 
On  Bank  of  Wilm'n  ft  Brandywine 
Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York        - 

B'k  ef  Wiloi'n  ft  Brandywine 
B'k  of  Delaware  Wilmington  • 
Pbonix  Bank,  New  York 

B'k  of  Wilm'n  ft  Brandywine 
B'k  of  Delaware  Wilmington  - 
Phobuix  Bank,  New  York 


Total 

MARYLAND. 
On  Uniou  Bank  of  Maryland,  Bait. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 


IVilal 

VIRGINU. 
On  Bank  of  Vtminia  at  Richmond 
Br.  Bank  ofYifginia,  Norfolk  - 

Bank  of  Vifginla,     Richmond 
Pami.  BankofTirglnia,    do.  • 
Union  Bank,    New  York 
Nattonal  Bank,       do. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia     - 
Dnton  Bank,         New  York  • 
Mechanim'  Bank,        do. 
National  Bank,  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank.        do. 
Farm.  B'nk  of  Viriginia,  Rich'd 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Br.  N.  B'k  of  K'r  at  Louisville 
BankofKentuckir,  do.  • 

Do.  do.  - 

Fann.  B'nk  of  Virginia,  Rich'd 
Do.  do.  - 

Totol 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
On  State  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleiph 
Pbcsnl  X  Bank,  New  York 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  . 
Leather  Man.  Bank,  do.  • 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia      . 


'Ko.« 


Amoontof 
drafts. 


tW,a90  20 
35,000 


35,000 
85,000 
46,060 
90,000 
26,000 
44,890  20 


750/XX) 
80,898  26 
125,000 


760,000 
80,838  26 
125,000 


i50/)00 
125,000 
680,83d  96 


27,000 
22,683  83 
46,000 


27,000 
23,683  83 
46,000 


36,000 
22,683  83 
37,000 


220/X)0 
98,612  76 


220,000 
96,612  75 


220,000 
96,612  75 


5323)9  33 
200,000 


357,809  33 
200,000 
100,000 
75,000 


57,000 
100,000 

60,000 
40,000 

140,809  33 

83,000 

52,000 
117,190  67 

82^809  33 


230,000 
80,000 
65,000 
28,000 
81,919  13 


Amount  of 
instalments. 


254^90  20 


254,890  20 


t764,670  60 


955,838  26 


955,838  26 


♦2367^14  78 


93,583  83 
95,583  83 
96,563  83 


#186,761  49 


318,612  75 
318,612  75 
318,612  75 


♦965,888  26 


732,809  33 
732,809  33 


732,809  33 


♦2,198,427  99 


^t;v.«i8  recalled. 

;  go-  940  cancelled,  and  replaced  by  Nos.  332  and  353. 

?  No.  2u  cancelled,  and  replaced  by  Nos.  349  and  36a 


477,919  13 


No. 


Statement— continued. 


234 


11 

II 

127 

128 

129t 

277 

278 

279 


NORTH  CAROLINA-Contlnued. 

On  State  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh 
Phaenix  Bank,  New  York 
Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Leather  Man.  Bank,  do.  • 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia     . 

State  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York 

Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  - 
Leather  Man.  Bank,  do.  • 
Girerd  Bank,  Philadelphia      . 

Total 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
On  Plant,  ft  Mech.  B'k,  Cliarletiton 
Bank  of  Charleston 

Plant,  ft  Mech.  B'k  Charleston 
Bank  of  Charleston 

Plant  ft  Mech.  B'k.  Charlraion 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York  • 
Giiard  Bank,  Phiiadelphia  . 
Merchants'  Bank,  New  York  - 


Total 

GEORGIA. 
On  Plant.  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 
Bank  of  Augusta 

Plant.  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 

Bankof  AiiinMta 

Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus  - 

Plant.  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 
Bank  of  Augusta 
Bank  of  America,     New  York 
Manhatun  Company,    do. 
Meclianics'  Bank,         do. 


Total 

ALABAMA. 
On  State  B'nk  of  Alabama,  Mobile 

Branch  B'nk  Alabama,  Mobile 

Do.  do.    • 

Total 

IX>UISIANA. 

On  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  N.  O. 

Commercial  Bank.  do. 

Union  Badk  of  Louisiana,   do. 

CJipmercial  Bank,  do. 

Total 

^  MISSISSIPPI. 
On  Plamera'  Bank  at  Natchez      - 

Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez 

Do.  do. 


Total 

TENNESSEE. 
On  Arrlculiurel  Bank  at  Natchez 
Union  B'k  ofTenn.,  Nashville 
Plant.  B'k  of  Tenn.,        do.    - 

Union  B'k  ofTenn.,  do.  . 
Plant.  B*k  ofTenn.,  do.  - 
k%.  Bank  of  Miss..  Natchez. 
Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  Y.    • 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


♦230,000 
80,000 
55,000 
28,000 
84,919  13 


230,000 
80,000 
66,000 
28^000 
84,919  13 


170,000 
180,474  03 


170,000 
180,474  03 


200,000 
60,000 
50,474  03 
40,000 


125,000 
225,474  03 


110,000 
210,474  03 
30,000 


100,000 
100,000 

50,0(10 

50,000 

60,174  03 


223,028  93 


223,028  99 


200,000 
118,612  76 
100,000 
59,306  38 


[127,445  10 


127,445  10 


127,446  10 


125,000 
202,919  13 
150,000 


202,919  13 
150,000 

37,500 
37,500 
60,000 


Amount  of 
instalmenui. 


477,919  13 


477,919  13 


♦1,433,757  39 


330,474  03 
350,474  03 

350,474  03 


♦1,051,422  09 


350,474  03 
350,474  03 

360,474  03 


gl  ,061 ,422  09 


223,028  93 


923,028  93 


♦669,086  79 


^  ^318,612  78 
159,306  38 


♦  177,919  14 


127,415  10 
127,445  10 
127,415  10 


♦382,335  30 


477,919  13 


477,919  13 


*  First  and  second  instalments  blended. 

t  No.  129  cancelled,  and  substituted  In  lieu  thereof  Nos.  277,278,279. 
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Statemekt — continueJ. 


TENNESSEE-Coniinuwl. 
3n  Union  B'k  of  Tenn.,  Nashville    tjoo.ooo 
Planl.B'kofTenn.,         do.    -      177,919  13 


Amount  of 
^rafta. 


Total 

KENTUCKY. 

On  N.  B'k  of  Kentucky,  Louiiville 

Bank  of  Kentucky,       do. 

N.  B*k  of  Kentucky,  Loumville 
Bank  of  Kentucky,        do 

N.  B'k  of  Kentucky  .Lexington 
Branch  of  ditto,  Louiavme- 
Bank  of  Kentucky,       do. 


Total      '  -  - 

OHIO.' 
On  Commercial  Bank  Cincinnati  - 
Franklin  Bank,  do 

Clinton  Bank  of  Columbufl      • 
Franklin  Bank.         do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  L;ike  Erie  - 

Commercial  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do.       ; 

Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus    - 
Franklin  Bank,  do.        - 

Commercial  B'k  of  Lake  brie  • 
Bank  of  Woosler 
Bank  of  Cleveland 
BankofChillicothe     • 

Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  Columbus 
Clinton  Bank.  do. 

Conmiprcial  B'k  of  Lake  Erie 
Bank  of  Ctevelaml 
Bank  of  Woosier  • 


••Total 

MISSOURI. 
On  Agency  at  St.  Louis      - 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lawrenceb'g 

Ae<»ncy  at  St.  Louis 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lawrenceb'g 

A^ncy  at  St.  I/>uia 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lawrenceb'g 

Total 

INDIANA.  .     . 

On  Br'h  B'k  Ind.  at  Lawrencetxirig 
'  Do.  Madison 

Do.  New  AlL«ny  - 

Do.  Lawrencebuq; 

Do.  Madison 

Do.  New  Alt)any  - 

Do.  Lawrenceburg 

Do.  New  Albany  - 

Do.  Madison 

Total 

ILLINOIS. 
On  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincin- 
nati, payable  at  St.  Louis 
Branch  B'k  Ind.  New  Albany - 

Dj.  Madison 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetovra 

Agency  Cora'l  B'k  Cincinnati 

at  St.  Louis 
Branch  B'k  Ind.  New  Albany 

Do.  Madison 

Bank  of  Hlkiois,  Shawneetown 

Do.  do. 

I        Brand)  B'k  Ind.  New  Albany  . 


Amount  of 
instalments. 


477,919  13 
♦1,433,757  39 


320,000 
157,919  13 


320,000 
157,919  13 


100,000 
100,000 
277,919  13 


123,000 
200,000 
123,000 
173,086  78 
50,000 


125,000 
130,000 

60,000 
144,086  78 

60,000 

40,000 

40,000 

8o,ooo 


125,000 
170,000 
125,000 

%,458  31 

60,000 

62,628  47 

40,000 


77,415  10 
50,000 


77,445  10 
60,000 


477,919  13 
477,919  13 

477,919  13 


St  ATSM  Ezrr— continued . 


♦1,433,757  39 


.  669,086  78 


669,086  78 


669,0%  78 


♦2,007,260  34 


77,445  10 
50,000 


95,583  83 
95,583  83 
95,583  82 


95,583  83 
95383  83 
95,583  62 


63,430  63 
95,583  83 
127,737  02 


80,000 
32,153  19 
32,153  19 
15,000 


80.000 
32,153  19 
32,153  19 
15,000 


60.000 
3X,153  19 


127,445  10 
127,416  10 
127,445  10 


•3^,335  30 


286,751  48 
286,751  48 
286,751  46 


♦860,251  44 


No. 


.25f 

117 
118 
312 
313 
314 

343 

244 


90 
91 

114 
115 
116 

^i 

262 
351t 


ILLlNblS-Contlnued. 
On  B.  B'k  Indiana,  Lawrenceburg 
Agency  at  St  Louis 

Toul 

ARKANSAS. 

On  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez  - 

nanten'  Bank  at  do. 

Do.  do.      - 

Agricultural  Bank  at      do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville  • 
Commercial  Bank,  N.  Orleans 

Planters'  Bank  Miss ,  Natchez 
Agricultural  Bank,  do   - 


Toul 

MICHIGAN. 
On  Bank  of  Michiean,       Detroit 
Bank  of  River  Kaistn,  Monroe 
Farmers  and  Mecha's',  Detroit 

Bank  of  Michigan.  do;    • 

Farmers  &  Mechattica'    do.    • 

.    Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Muofoe 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit  • 
Farmers  &  Mechanics'  do.  - 
Bank  of  Michigan,  do.    • 


Grand  total 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


♦32,153  19 
36,000 


Amount  of 
instalment' 


45,583  83 


33,000 
33,000 
34000 


60,000 

46,683  i 


60,000 
20,000 


60,000 
26,383  t 
20^ 


60J)00 
46,383  1 
600 


169,306  38 


♦477,919  14 


tl#l,167  €6 
95,583  33 


gase^i  49 


95,383  83 


95,^83 


95^383  SI 


286,751  49 


•28,11)1,641  91 


159,306  38 


159,306  38 


Treasurer's  Office,  ;5^c«n6«r  91 ,1837. 

70HN  CAMPBELL,  3rV«Kttr«r  C^. «. 

*No.  25  and  118  cancelled,  and  substituted  in  lieu  thereof  Nos.  31? 
313,  and  314. 

1 1st  and  2d  instalment  blended . 

iNo  351  to  make  up  for  a  deficiency  in  the  orders  received  for  ths 
three  instalments. 

O  4. 
Copies  of  lettert  in  relation  to  Stale  transfer  drafts. 
!  '      O  4-rNo.   I. 

UiriTBD  States  Trsasvbt,  February  14,  1837. 
Si& :  Having  this  day  issaed  a  duplicate  of  State  transfer 
drafl  No.  61,  for  f  80, 000,  on  your  institution,  payable  at 
St.  Louis,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stale  of  ItHneis, 
you  will  consider  the  original. as  annulled,  and  the  dopK- 
cate  only  payable.     Respectfully,  Ac. 

W.Vl.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
Acting  Treasurer  United  Stales. 
Cashier  Commercial Bank'Ciiicinnati. 

Similar  letters  to  fh^ following  banks.- 
i3ank  of  Illinois,  draft  Nol  64,  for  -  -   $15,000  00 

Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  New  Albany,  No. 

^2,  for   -  -  -  -  -     32,153  19 

Branch  Bank  of  Indiana,  Madison,  No.  63,     32,153  19 
0  £-No.  2. 
^  UjfiTBB  States  Tbeasitrt,  May  30,  1837. 

Sib:  I  have  this  day  issiled  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
iviz.  No.  239,  in  favor  of  thrfState  of  Virginia,  for  |40,O0O, 
payable  on  the  1st  July  next. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  United  Stales. 
Cashier  Mechanics*  Bank  Netb  York, 
O  4— No.  8. 
Ubtited  States  Tbkasubt,  May  30,  1837. 
Sib:  I  have  this  day  i^ied  one  State  transfer  draft  on 
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you,  Tix.  No.  238,  in  favor  of  tho  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  Ut  of  July  next, 
for  f  60,000. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that,  by  inetnictionft  from  the  8ec- 
r«t  jry  of  the  Trea¥ury,  I  have  this  day  recalled  8tate  draft 
No.  228,  on  your  institution,  in  favor  of  said  Common- 
wealth, for  $100,000,  in  orde^o  be  cancelled. 
Respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

■  Treasurer  United  States. 
Cashijbb  National  Bank,  New  York. 

O  4— No.  4. 
U211TBD  Statss  Tkxasurt,  Mai/  30,  1837. 
8tr  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  have  to  request  of  you  to  tetnm  to  this  office,  in 
order  lo  be  cancelled.  State  transfer  draft  No.  228,  in  your 
favor,  on  the  National  Bank  at  New  York,  for  $100,000, 
in  lieu  of  which  other  drafls  on  New  York,  for  a  similar 
amount,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  due  time  by  tho  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  I 

Kespcctfolly,  &c. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 

h.   BCRFOOT,  ESO. 

TVeasurer  of  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 
O  4— No.  5. 
UiriTsi)  States  Treasurt,  June  5,  1837. 
Sir  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aory,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  recalled,  to  be  can- 
celled, Sute  transfer  draft  No.  129,  on  your  institution,  for 
#125,000,  in  favor  of  the  SUte  of  Tennessee. 
Respectfully,  dec. 

JOhN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  United  States. 
Casmikr  Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez, 

O  4— No.  «. 
U51TBD  States  Treasvkt,  June  5,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  2d  instant,  covermg 
transfer  draft  No.  228,  in  favor  of  the  Stale  of  Virginia,. 
for  $100,000,  recalled  and  cancelled,  in  lieu  of  which  two 
drafts  of  the  same  aggregate  sum  have  been  sent  to  you. 
Respectfully,  6ic. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
L.  BoarooT,  Esq., 

TVeasurer  Commonwealth  Virginia,  Richmond. 

O  4— No.  7. 
UsiTEU  States  Treasurt,  Junc7,  1887. 
Sir:  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, I  have  this  day  recalled,  in  order  to  be  cancelled,  the 
following  State  transfer  drafts  oh  your  institution,  viz  : 
No.  28,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  $50,000  00 
No  118,     do.  do.  do.   -  -   50,000  00 

Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
Cash  IB  r  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi,  Natchez. 
O  4— No.   8. 
United  Sttates  Treasurt,  JtfTie  7,  1837. 
Sir  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, I  have  this  day  cancelled  the  following  State  transfer 
drafts,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  viz : 
Tic.  26,  on  the  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez, 

for  -  -  -  -  $50,000  00 

No.    118,  on  the  same  bank,  for        -  -  50,000  00 

In  lieu  of  which  I  have  issued  three  other  transfer  drafts 

in  your  favor  for  a  similar  amount,  which  will  be  forwarded 

to  you  in  due  time  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz : 
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No.  812,  on  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincin- 
nati, for  -  -  -  -  -  $33,000  00 
No.  813,  on  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louis- 
ville, for  -             -      ■      -             -  -    33,000  00 
Ni^.  814,  on  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 

Orleans,  for  -  -  -  -    34,000  00 

All  payable  on  demand. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
Triasvrer  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock. 

O  4— No.  0. 
Ukitsd  States  Treasurt,  June  20,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
viz:  No.   331,  in  favor  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  for 
$270,000,  payable  on  the  let  July,  1837. 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  the  above  draft  is  in  lieu 
of  one  of  the  same  number  for  $280,000,  of  which  I  ad- 
vised you  on  the  1 7th  instant,  and  which,  by  instructions 
from  (he  Secretary,  I  have  this  day  recalled  and  cancelled. 
Respectfully,  ice. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
CASBi£a  Mechanics^  Bank,  New  York. 

O  4— No.    10. 
ITiriTeD  States  Triasvrt,  June  20,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
viz :  No.  330,  in   favor  of  the  Sute  of  New  York  for 
$240,000,  payable  on  the  Ist  July,  1837. 
m  You  will  please  to  observe  that  Uiis  draft  is  in  lieu  of  one 
of  the  same  number  of  $220,000,  of  which  I  advised  you 
on  the  17th  instant,  and  which,  by  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  I  have  this  day  recalled  and  can- 
celled. Respectfully,  dltc 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  Statcn^ 
Cashier  Manhattan  Company ,  New  York. 

O  4— No.   11 
UsriTED  States  Treasurt,  June  20,  1837. 
Si  r  :  By  instructions  from  the  Sccrotary  of  the  Treasury 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  recalled  and  can- 
celled transfer  draft  No.  841,  for  $60,000,  on  your  institu- 
tion, in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  ii«bue  of 
which  draft  you  were  advised  on  the  7th  instant. 
Respectfully,  dtc. 

WM.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
Acting  Treasurer  United  States. 
Cashier  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

[O  5,  6,  and  7,  are  statements  of  discredited  drafts  tMued 
on  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  warrants.  P  1  to  4  ezhibit 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  for  the  periods  respect- 
ively of  1st  March,  1st  May,  and  lat  July,  1887.  The 
statement  to  15th  August  succeeding  will  be  feond  in  tba 
Report  on  the  Finances,  Appendix,  ante  page  89.] 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  tratu- 
-  milling  the  information  required  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  \^th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Northeastern  Boundary  of  the  United  States.    Septem- 
ber 26,  1837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 
To  the  House  of  Represetitalives  of  the  United  Stales  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  tho  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  the  correspondence  requested  by  their  resolution  of  tho 
13th  instant.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WASHrsuTOJf,  September  26,  1837. 
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Northeastern  Boundary, 


Dkpabtment  of  Statb, 

Washington,  September  25,  1837. 
Tho  Hfcrotary  of  Stale,  I9  ^hom  wa«  referred  the  reeo- 
lution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  tho  1 3th  in- 
fitant,  requesting  the  President  to  commanicate  to  that 
botly,  *'sofar  as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  since  the  message  of  the 
late  President  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
15th  of  June,  1836,  and  all  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  since  that  period  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
on  the  subject  of  alleged  transgressions  upon  the  rights  of 
Maine  by  the  British  authorities,"  has  the  honor  respect- 
fully to  submit  to  the  President  copies  of  the  letters  and 
documents  requested  by  that  resolution. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


List  of  accompanying  papers. 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  the 

Secretary  of  State,  (with  enclosures,) 

dated  -  -  -  .-  March  30, 

Same  to  the  President  (with  enclosures)  April    30, 
Same  to  same  (with  enclosures)  •  June 

Same  to  same  (with  enclosure)  -  June 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  ...  -  June 

Governor  of  Maine  to  the  Secretary  of 

Sute  (with  enclosures)         -  -  July 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  ....  July 

Governor  of  Miiine  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  -  -  -  -  June 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  -  .  .  -  July 

Governor  of  Maine  to  the  President       -  July 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine  -  -  «  -  Aug. 

Same  to  same  -  -  -  Aug, 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox  -  -  March  33, 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth  -  -  March  28, 

Same  to  same  -  -  -  -  Aug.    24, 

Extract  from  Mr     Stevenson  to  Lord 

PaInier«ton  -  -  -  -  Aug.     10, 


27, 
19, 

26, 

3, 

14, 

27, 

19, 
28, 

17, 
25, 


1837. 
1837. 
1837. 
1837. 

1887. 

1837. 

1837. 

1837. 

1837. 
1837. 

1837. 
1837. 
1837. 
1837. 
1837. 

1837. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

EXKCUTIVE  DKriRTMKNT, 

Augusta,  March  30,  1837. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  tho  Legifslature  of 
this  State,  I  havn  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  accom- 
panying report  and  resolutions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 
The  Sicu£TART  OF  Stati. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
HousK  OF  Represkxtatiyks,  March  29,  1837. 
The  Joint  Select  Committee  who  had  under  consideration 
the  order  relating  to  the  expedirncy  of  calling  the  W- 
tion  of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  fortifying  our  mari- 


time and  interior  frontier,  have  attended  to  thai  duty, 
and  ask  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 
One  olrject  oflhe  federal  compact  is  « to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare." 

In  accordance  with  these  objects  of  the  compact,  the 
General  Government  has,  from  time  to  time,  made  liberal 
appropriations  for  fortifying  and  defending  the  several 
States  along  our  extended  maritime  frontier,  west  and 
south  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  this  State ;  east  o 


that  line  a  mere  trifle  has,  as  yet,  been  appropriated  for 
these  objects. 

Maine  has  a  maritime  frontier  of  about  five  huqdre<l 
miles  in  extent,  following  the  indentations  of  her  shores ; 
and  our  interior  frontier,  bounding  on  New  Bninswick  on 
the  east  and  the  Canadas  on  the  north,  is  about  six  hun- 
dred  miles  in  extent.  * 

Considering  this  great  extent  of  aeacoast,  her  numerous 
excellent  harbors,  her  noble  rivers,  and  great  advantsgss 
for  ship -building,  and  her  proximity  to  the  fishing  grounds, 
probably  no  State  in  the  Union  possesaes  the  natural  ad- 
vantages for  carrying  on  this  branch  of  industry  thsl 
Maine  does. 

Tt  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration,  that  all  maritime 
nations  have  looked  4o  their  fisheries  as  the  nursery  of 
hardy  seamen  for  the  merchant  service  in  time  tf  peace 
and  lor  the  navy  ha  time  of  war  ;  and,  aa  a  great  question 
of  national  policy^  (aside  from  the  inducemenLto  eacoursgs 
this  branch  of  business  as  an  unfailing  source  of  natural 
wealth,)  it  is  deemed  worthy  of  the  fostering  care  of  all 
commercial  nations. 

Already  the  navigation  of  Maine  is  estio»ted  at  more 
than  three  hundred  tliousand  tons,  and  exceeded  by  only 
two  States  in  the  Union ;  and  her  increase,  auQUally,  of 
tonnage,  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  State. 

The  abundance  of  building  materials,  believed  to  be  in- 
exhaustible, her  great  conveniences  for  ship-building  ilong 
her  extended  seacoast,  her  numerous  bays,  riveis,  and 
harbors,  render  it  highly  probable  that  the  day  is  not  &r 
distant  when  the  maritime  interests  of  Maine  will  exceed 
that  of  any  of  her  sister  Sutee.  And  if  reliance  can  be 
placed  upon  the  statements  of  a  scientific  engineer  of  high 
-respectability  and  standing,  who  has,  during  the  past  year, 
under  the  direction  of  the  government  of  this  State  and 
OUT  parent  Commonwealth,  made  a  geological  survey  of  a 
portion  of  our  State,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  same 
extent  of  territory  on  the  continent  contains  morercsl 
value,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  (the  facilities  of  quarry- 
ing, manufacturing,  exporting,  and  its  influence  upon  (be 
great  interesU  of  the  State  and  nation,)  than  is  contained 
in  our  inexhaustible  quarries  of  granite,  time,  marble, 
slate,  dec.,  mines  and  minerals,  in  which  large  and  profit- 
able investments  are  already  nuida.  Some  of  these  branches 
of  business  have  been  carried  on  for  many  years,  and 
others  to  a  large  extent  are  commencing  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices. 

These,  together  with  our  agricultural,  commercial,  end 
manufacturing  interests;  our  immense  forests  of  invaluaUe 
timber;  with  a  water-power  of  vast  extent  and  value; giv- 
ing us  the  means  of  laying  the  seaports  of  the  Union  un- 
der a  contribution  for  ages  to  come,  and  warranting  the 
belief  th^t  our  present  shipping  int43re8t  will  be  sustained 
and  employed,  and  a  great  increase  required. 

About  one-third  of  the  most  valuable  portion  of  our 
territory  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain;  and  the  history  of 
this  protracted  controversy,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
present  time,  is  such  as  to  awaken  general  anxiety.  ^^ 
are  admonished,  by  recent  events,  that  we  have  not  yet 
reached  the  termination  of  our  toils  and  embarrassmenta, 
and  they  have  awakened  tho  painful  apprehension  that  our 
ilist  righu  may  not  be  secured  by  honorable  negotiation  or 
patient  submission  to  unprovoked  injuries.  These  con&iJ- 
erations,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  call  lou*lly  for 
the  interposition  of  the  General  Government,  and  require 
at  their  hands  all  needful  preparation  for  possible  contin- 
gencies. Tho  late  Governor  Lincoln,  neariy  ten  years 
since,  called  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  im- 
portance of  erecting  a  strong  fortification  in  sonoe  eligible 
position  on  the  confines  of  that  portitm  of  our  terriiory  to 
which  an  adverse  claim  is  set  up  by  Great  Britain.  1° 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  suhjoct  has  lost  oom 
of  its  interest  since  that  period,  bat  on  the  conlrary»  ^ 
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evenli  U>  which  we  ha?6  alladed  ^ve  to  it  vastly  aagmani- 
ed  importance;  and,  to  our  view,  irreapective  of  any  con- 
ditions growing  out  of  the  present  controversy,  a  strong 
fortification  upon  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  situated  far  in  the  interior,  and  upon  the  con- 
fiass  of  a  foreign  country,  and  surrounded  by  millions  of 
sens  of  fertile  land,  destined  soon  to  be  peopled  with  a  nu- 
merous popnhition  of  hardy  yeomanry,  is  of  high  importance. 
Our  isolated  situation,  being  the  Northeastern  boundary 
of  the  nation,  with  an  interior  frontier  of  upwards  of  six 
hundred  miles  upon  a  foreign  country,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  our  territory  lying  between  two  provinces  of  Great 
Britain,  and  so  situated  as  to  render  it  greatly  to  the  ad- 
vantage "of  that  nation  to  possess  it ;  the  inflexible  deter- 
mination which  she  manifests  to  pursue  the  course  which 
inlereat  dictates  should  not  be  forgotten;  the  extent  of 
our  seacoast,  the  exposed  situation  of  our  seaport  towns, 
lying  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  the  British  naval  depot  in 
ths  neighborhood  of  Maine,  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
oar  defenoelees  situation  during  the  last  war,  the  great  and 
increasing  maritime  interesU  which  we  have  at  stake, 
without  one  single  point  where  a  ship,  if  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  fortifications,  would  be  safe  from  the 
attacks  of  a  frigate:  these,  and  the  consideration  that  little 
oompantively  has  yet  been  done  for  Maine,  aeem  to  our 
view  to  constitute  irresistible  reasons  why  Maine  should 
no  longer  be  forgotten  or  neglected  in  the  common  de- 
fonoe  of  the  country. 

Through  all  the  long-protracted  struggles,  difficulties, 
snd  embarrass  nents  of  our  infant  republic,  this  portion  of 
oar  Union  has  never  been  urgent  or  importunate  in  pres- 
sing its  chims,  but  has  submitted  patiently  to  the  force 
of  ctrcamstanees  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  defer  them. 
Bat,  in  the  present  altered  condition  of  the  country ; 
the  national  debt  paid  off;  at  a  season  of  universal  peace 
and  unexampled  prosperity ;  with  an  overburdened  trees- 
ory,  and  when  it  is  deemed  necessary,  to  d'lspose  of  it,  to 
nsort  to  measures  which  many  eminent  statesmen  con- 
sider unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and  which  a  great 
poition  of  the  people  of  the  Union  consider  of  doubtful 
policy  :  at  such  a  period,  and  under  such  droumstances,  it 
is  diflvnlt  to  perceive  the  justice  of  longer  withholding 
soilable  appropriatitas  for  the  defence  of  Maine ;  and,  to 
our  Tiew,  they  can  only  be  withheld  by  doing  violence  to 
the  fkrineiplea  of  equal  rights,  and  by  neglecting  a  plain 
eootftiintional  duty. 

Your  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu- 
8TEPHEN  C.  POSTER,  Chairman, 


STATE  OP  MAINE. 
Heaohfe  relating  to  the  fortifieaiujn  of  frontier  Slates, 
Heaolvedy  That  the  obligation  of  the  Pederal  Govern- 
ment, under  the  constitution,  when  it  has  the  means,  to 
erect  suitable  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier 
of  the  States,  is  a  practical  duty,  not  justly  to  be  denied, 
evaded,  neglected,  or  delayed. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  use  their  influence  to 
obtain  liberal  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  Maine  and 
the  Union. 

Reso/oed,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit 

copies  of  the  above  report  and  resolutions  In  the  President 

aiid  Vice  President,  the  8ecret8riesofSute,Navy,  and  War, 

aod  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representativps  in  Congress. 

Iq  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  30,  18.37. 

Read  and  passed.  H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker.    , 

In  Senate,  March  30,  1837. 
Read  and  passed. 

J.  C.  TALBOT,  President. 
March  80,  1837.     Approved: 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 


«TATE  OF  MAINE. 

EXKCtTTlVB  DePJLHTKENT, 

AugttsiOy  April  90,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency 
the  accompanying  report  and  resolutions. 

In  behalf  of  the  State  of  Maine,  I  would  respectfully,  yet 
urgently,  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  this  State  to  be  explored  and 
surveyed,  and  monuments  erected  in  accordance  witli  the 
request  contained  in  the  resolutions  which  are  herewith 
communicated.  As  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  people 
of  Maine  have  a  deep  interest,  I  feel  a  confidence  it  will 
commend  itaolf  to  your  early  attention. 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Martiic  Vah  Bursk, 

Preaidenl  of  the  United  Slates. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
In  HousB  ov  Rsphxsxrtatitxs, 

February  2,  1837. 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  so  nnioh  of 
the  Governor*s  message  as  relates  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  and  the  documents  and  evidence,  together  with 
an  order  of  the  two  Houses  instructing  the  committee  to 
*«  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  nart  of  the  State,  by 
the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  sur- 
vey the  line  between  this  State  and  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  according  to  the  treaty  of  1 783,  to  establish 
monuments  in  such  places  as  shall  be  fixed  by  said  commis- 
sioners and  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,"  have  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  them,  with  the  industry  and  solicitude  which 
the  importance  of  the  subject  demanded.  Could  the  com- 
mittee have  spared  the  time,  and  had  the  means  to  obtain 
documents  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  and  con- 
sequently out  of  iu  power,  a  more  clear,  methodical,  and  per- 
fect view  of  the  subject  would  have  been  presented  ;  but  as 
there  had  been  hitherto  so  much  procrastination,  and  the 
impatience  of  the  public,  already  great,  was  becoming  more 
and  more  intense,  your  committee,  without  further  pre- 
amble or  apology,  ask  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  Legislature  and  people  of  Maine,  we  believe,  will 
not  contend  that  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  United 
States  does  not  extend  to  a  final  adjustment  of  a  disputed 
and  undefined  line  of  boundary  between  a  State  and  a  for- 
eign nation.  But  we  do  insist  that  no  power  is  granted  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  to  liniit  or  change  the 
boundary  of  a  State  or  cede  apart  of  its  territory  without 
its  consent.  It  is  even  by  no  means  certain  how  far  such 
consent  would  enable,  the  treaty  authority  to  exert  iU 
powers.  Citizens  might  lie  made  the  subjects  of  a 
treaty  transfer,  and  these  citizens,  owing  allegiance  to  the 
State  and  to  the  Union,  and  allegiance  and  protection 
being  reciprocally  binding,  the  right  to  transfer  a  citizen  to 
a  foreign  Government,  to  sell  him,  might  well  be  queation- 
ed,  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  inslitu- 
tutions.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  Maine  will  never  concede 
the  principle  that  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate 
can  transfer  iU  territory,  much  less  its  citizens,  withoutMts 
permission,  given  by  its  constitutional  organs. 

Your  committee,  however,  deem  it  but  fair  to  admit  that 
they  have  discovered  no  inclination  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  any  department  of  it,  to  assume  this  power.  On- 
the  contrary,  the  President  has  repeatedly  declined  the 
adoption  of  a  conventional  line  deviating  from  the  treaty  of 
1783,  upon  the  express  ground  that  it  could  not  he  done 
without  the  consent  of  Maine. 
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It  is  due,  neverthcYosfl,  to  the  State  of  Maine  to  say,  that 
the  committee  have  no  evidence  that  any  conventional  line 
hti8  been  proposed  to  them  for  their  consent.  It  indeed 
appears  that  the  consent  of  Maine  bad  not  been  given  to 
the  adoption  of  any  other  boundary  than  that  prescribed  by 
the  treaty  of  1783,  up  to  the  29th  February,  1836,  and  we 
are  well  assured  that  no  proposition  for  a  different  boundary 
has  since  that  time  been  made  to  any  department  of  the 
Government  of  this  State. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  16th  June 
last,  communicated  to  the  Senate,  in*  compliance  with  their 
resolution,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  (he 
Northeastern  boundary.  This  correspondence  embraced  a 
period  from  the  21st  July,  1832,  to  the  5th  March,  1836. 
The  opinion  and  advice  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
to  whom  the  controversy  was  referred  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  made  on  the  lOth  January,  1831, 
and  of  the  three  questions  submitted,  viz :  the  Northeaatem 
boundary,  the  northweatemmoH  Kead  of  Canneetimt  river, 
and  the  forty  Jifih  parallel  of  latitude,  he  seems  to  have 
determined  but  one.  Ho  did  decide  that  the  source  of  the 
stream  running  into  and  through  Connecticut  lake,  is  the 
true  northwest  head  of  that  river,  as  intended  by  the 
treaty  ^f  1 783 ;  and  as  to  the  rest  he  advises  that  it  will  be 
convenient  (il  conviendra)  to  adopt  the  <*  Thalweg,**  the 
deepest  channel  of  the  St.  John's  and  St.  Francis,  for  the 
north  line ;  and  that  the  45th  degree  is  to  be  measured  in 
order  to  mark  out  the  boundary  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  with 
a  deviation  so  as  to  include  Rouse's  point  within  the 
United  States.  At  to  the  convenience  of  establishing  the 
St.  John*s  and  St.  Francis  as  the  northern  boundary  of 
of  Maine,  we  have  only  to  observe,  that  however  **  con- 
venient" it  may  be  to  Great  Britain  to  obtain  so  Urge  a 
portion  of  our  territory  and  waters,  it  would  certainly  be 
very  inconvenient  to  us,  and  inasmuch  as  we  are  probably 
capable  of  judging  of  our  own  <<  convenience,"  and  have 
never  solicited  the  advice  of  any  one  on  this  point,  it  b 
scarcely  to  be  expected  that  we  shall  be  advised  to  adopt  a 
line  so  preposterous  and  injurious. 

It  was  in  this  view,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
constitution  conferring  the  treaty  power,  that  the  President, 
on  the  7th  December,  1831,  submitted  to  the  Senate  this 
<<  award"  and  <<  advice"  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 
Senators  were  divided  on  a  principal  point ;  some  insisting 
that  to  carry  the  award  or  opinion  into  effect,  was  only  in 
execution  of  the  treaty,  and  it  therefore  belonged  exclusive- 
ly to  the  President  **to  uke  care"  that  this  <*  supreme  law" 
was  faithfully  executed,  or  to  reject  it  altogether. 

But  the  prevailing  opinion  was,  that  this  <<  award"  or 
*'  advice"  was  perfecting  an  unfinished  treaty,  and  that 
therefore  it  could  not  be  efiected  by  the  President  without 
"the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two-thirds  of  the 
meoiberi  present  concurring  therein."  So  far  from  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  fur  the  measure,  there  were 
thirty 'four  to  eight  against  it,  and  it  was  consequently  re- 
jected, and  a  recommendation  to  the  President  was  adopted, 
to  Often  a  new  negotiation  to  determine  the  line  of  bounda- 
17  according  to  the  treaty  of  1788. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  British  ministers  that  a  due  north 
line  from  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix, 
will  intersect  no  highlands  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Now  this  is  an  assumption  by  Great  Britain  totally  un- 
warranted by  any  evidence.  The  boundaries  bearing  upon 
the  question  are  thus  given:  "from  the  Northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  to  wit,  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a 
line  drawn  due  North  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river 
to  the  highlands ;  along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  Sr.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river;"  <* east  by  a  lino 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St  Croix,  from 
its  moath,  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  source,  and  from  iu 


source  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands,  which  di- 
vide the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocein  from  thow 
which  fall  into  the  St  Lawrence. 

The  first  object,  starting-place,  or  terminus  a  qw^  is  this 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  It  is  the  comer  of  the 
British  province,  designated  by  themselves.  It  «u  pre- 
sumed, and  it  is  etill  believed,  that  they  knew  the  iilsntictl 
spot ;  we  have  a  right  to  demand  of  them  to  define  it  In 
the  treaty  of  1 783,  they  were  disposed  to  define  it,  and 
hence  they  say  it  is  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  Une 
drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  to  ihote 
highlands  whidi  divide  the  rivers  that  flow  into  iKe  St, 
Lawrence  from  those  which  flow  into  the  Atlantic  seem. 

Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  British  nego- 
tiators of  the  treaty  of  178'.l  had  reference  to  their  east  iDd 
west  line,  between  Canada  and  Novia  Scotia.  Thii,  m 
1765-*6,  was  matter  of  controversey  between  Frtncsind 
England,  the  French  claiming  that  it  was  far  soath,  tnd  ths 
British  strenuously  contending  that  these  very  higfalinde 
were  even  more  north  than  we  have  endeavored  tefii  them. 

The  controversy  resulted  in  a  war,  which,,  sfter  ths  cap- 
ture of  Quebec,  was  terminated  by  the  peace  of  17^ 
whereby  Great  Britain  obuined  both  sides  of  the  line,  md 
she  then  established  the  north  line  of  Nova  Sootia  aboot 
where  we  contend  it  should  be.  80  far  from  admitting 
that  a  due  north  line  from  the  monument  will  not  intenect 
the  highlands  intended  by  the  treaty  of  1788,  the  Butt  of 
Maine  has  always  insisted,  and  still  insists,  that  no  known 
obstacle  exists  to  the  ascertaining  and  accurately  definiDg 
them,  and  thus  establishing  this  terminus  a  auo,  to  wit,  ^ 
northwesf  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  would  seem  strangi 
indeed,  that  as  this  line,  so  fully  discussed  and  controvert- 
ed between  the  English  and  French  in  l766-*6,  ohooU 
have  been  left  unseHlcd  still,  when  both  provinces  beesmi 
British.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  such  ignorance  of  to 
important  a  point  as  this  northwest  angle,  so  often  rslsned 
to,  and  spoken  of,  as  a  notorious  monument 

The  peace  of  1788  was  considered  by  Great  Britain  s*  a 
grant  by  metes  and  bounds.  The  l>0Qndaries  were  pTS- 
scribed,  and  this  northwest  angle  was  the  commenammt 
Twenty  years  only  before  this  (1763)  Nova  Sootis  ha(* 
been  organized  as  a  distinct  proTtnce,  then  including  whtt 
are  now  Nova  Scotia  and  New  BmnsYHck,  and  this  ingto 
was  referred  to  as  a  boundary  without  beaitancy  or  doabt 
Indeed,  the  treaty  itself,  as  if  to  make  assuranee  doobif 
sure,  fixed  it  where  a  due  north  line  from  the  aonroeof  ths 
St  Croix  will  intersect  those  highlands  which  divide  ths 
rivers  which  flow  into  the  river  t$t.  Lawrence  from  thoi* 
which  flow  into  the  Adamic  ooean.  Thia  source  of  th* 
St.  Croix  has  been  determined  and  a  monument  fixed  tfaera 
by  the  comroiati loners,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  tresiy 
of  1 795,  (Jay*s. )  Now  that  the  assumption  that  the  north 
line  from  this  monument  will  intersect  or  meet  no  nch 
highlands  is  entirely  gratuitous. 

The  treaty  does  not  speak  of  mountains,  nor  even  hShi 
but  of  <*  higlands*'  that  divide  rivers  flowing  different  wa^f* 
It  was  well  known  that  rivers  did  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  into  the  Atlantic ;  that  these  rivers  would  run  dow^ 
and  not  up,  and  it  was  consequently  inferred  that  the  land 
from  whence  these  rivers  flowed  must  of  neeesaity  be  hifjkf 
and  unless  there  are  to  be  found  in  that  rigion  gsologicol 
phenomena  which  exist  no  wBere  else  on  the  fece  of  the 
globe,  this  inference  is  irresistible. 

The  truth  is  that  these  highlands  have  never  been  known 
and  well  understood  by  the  Britlah  themselves,  ever  since 
the  grant  of  James  I.  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  in  16Sl< 
The  portion  of  the  boundary  there  given,  which  relates  to 
this  controversy,  is  from  the  western  apring^ead  of  the 
St.  Croix,  by  an  imaginary  line  coneeiTed  to  run  thmngh 
the  land  northward  to  the  next  road  of  Ship's  river  or 
spring,  disohargiog  itself  into  the  greet  river  of  Cansdii 
and  proceeding  thence  easCUtard  mUmg  the  shoras  of  the 
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tea  of  the  taid  river  of  Canada,  to  the  road,  haven,  or 
abera,  commonly  called  Ga9peek^(GtMp€.) 

The  oeaaion  of  Canada  by  France  made  it  neceaeary  to 
define  the  limite  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  according- 
ly b»  Britannic  Majeaty,  by  hie  proclamation  of  7th  Octo- 
ber,  1763,  ia  thua  explicit  aa  to  what  affecU  this  queation  .* 
••Paning  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
empty  themaelvea  into  the  aaid  ritfer  St.  Lawrence  from 
tboM  which  bll  into  the  aea,  and  alao  along  the  north  coast 
of  the  hay  de  Chaieute  and  the  coaat  of  the  gv^of  the  St. 
iiewreace  to  Ctqte  Roeiers,"  dec. 

The  act  of  Parliament  of  the  14th  George  III,  (1774,) 
dcfioea  thoa  the  south  Une  of  Canada:  <* South,  by  a  line 
Irom  the  bay  de  Chaleura  along  the  highlands  which  divide 
the  riven  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence  /rom  those  which  flow  into  the  sea,"  The  north 
line  of  the  grant  to  Alexander  is  from  the  source  of  the 
St,  Croix  to  the  springhead  or  aoorce  of  some  river  or 
•traam  which  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  thence 
etutward  to  Gasp6  bay,  which  communicatee  with  the  gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence  in  lat.  49  deg.  80  min.,  and  would  make 
nearty  an  east  and  west  line.  The  proclamation  of  1768 
df&nee  the  eouih  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec  as  passing 
along  the  highlanda  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into 
the  St  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and 
also  ahmg  the  north  coast  6f  the  bay  de  Chaleors  to  the 
gui/  of  St.  Lawrence.  Thu  is  the  south  boundary,  and 
consequently  in  an  mut  and  ufest  diredion^  but  it  passes 
nortk  of  bay  de  Chaleura,  wherefore  the  eouth  boun- 
dary of  the  province  must  of  necessity  be  north  of  bay  de 
Chaleais.  The  eastern  boundary  is  northeriy  by  the  gulf 
of  Cape  Rosters^  in  eboot  lat.  60  deg.  long.  64  deg.  north 
of  Ga^  bay,  and  at  the  month  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
where  it  communicates  with  the  gulf  or  sea.  And  the  act 
of  Parliaoient  mekes  this  south  side  from  this  same  bay 
along  thoee  highlands,  and  it  must  inewtably  run  west,  ot 
it  is  no  south  boundary.  Now  no  one  can  doubt  that  in 
the  {iroclamation  of  1768  it  was  the  intent  to  edopt  Sir 
WjUian  Alexander's  northern  for  this  southern  boundary 
of  tlM  province  of  Quebec. 

Indeed  it  appears  in  every  commission  to  the  Governor 
of  NoTa  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  from  1763  to  1784, 
and  after  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  that  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  extended  to  the  southern  bouiidary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec.  It  then  irresistibly  and  inevitably  fol- 
lows that  a  west  line  from  the  bay  de  Chaleura,  intersect- 
ing «  due  north  line  from  the  monument,  is  the  identical 
northwest  angle.  Now  a  line  from  Mars  Hill  direct  to 
Cape  Bosien,  instead  of  being  easterly,  would  be  north  of 
iMnrthaaat,  crossing  the  bay  de  Chaleura.  But  passing 
along  its  north  coaat,  aathe  proclamation  provides,  the  line 
from  thie  Man  Hill  must  be  more  northerly  still.  Indeed  the 
pieteaoe  that  a  pyramidal  spur  or  peak,  auch  as  this  hill, 
should  constitute  the  range  of  highlands  mentioned  in  the 
treaty,  is  eo  utterly  visionary  that  it  is  entitled  to  no  sort 
of  reiput. 

We  B>ay  now,  by  these  facts  and  roflectiona,  give  this 
inquiry  a  right  direction,  to  wit:  to  the  aac^ainment  of 
the  north  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  is  the  southern 
boundary  of  Canada.  We  have  always  been  lured  from 
this  by  the  British  negotiatora  to  the  left  or  wett  of  this 
north  line  from  the  monument. 

-  No  one  who  is  the  least  conversant  with  the  subject  can 
soppoae  for  a  moment  that  this  northwest  angle  can  be 
ftmnd  in  eueh  a  direction.  The  quesUon  for  us  is,  are 
there  any  highlands  north  of  the  hay  den^haleurs,  extend- 
ing m  a  western  dirtetion,  towards  a  north  line  drawn 
4rom  the  monument  1  If  this  line  westerly  from  the  bay 
^  not  distinctly  marked  so  far  as  to  interaect  this  ndrth 
-^oe,  the  principle  is  to  extend  it  in  the  same  direction  to 
plaee  of  intersection ;  that  is,  if  the  line  between  Nova 
and  Canada  is  we$t  to  within  aay  thirty  milea  of  the 


north  line  from  the  monument,  and  the  rest  of  the  way  is 
indefinite  or  obscure,  extend  it  on  in  the  same  direction 
until  you  form  a  point  of  intersection,  and  this  will  be  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  But  the  truth  is,  the 
highlands  are  there,  and  have  been  found  in  running  due 
north  from  the  monument.  *The  elevations  were  taken  by 
he  British  surveyor  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  at 
the  monument,  to  the  first  waters  of  the  Ristigouche ;  and 
at  Mara  Hill,  forty  miles,  the  summit  of  this  isolated  su- 
gar-loaf was  1,100  feet,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  sur- 
vey at  the  Ristigouche  waters,  one  hundred  miles  further, 
the  elevation  was  1,600  feet,  consequently,  the  summit  of 
Mara  Hill,  1,100  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  St.  Croix, 
is  500  feet  lower  than  the  lands  at  the  Risttgourhe,  and 
yet  the  pretence  is  that  there  are  no  highlands  but  this  de- 
tached spur,  Mara  Hill !  Still  further:  the  highest  position 
surveyed  is  nearly  fifty  miles  short  of  the  Melis,  which  falls 
into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  we  do  not  perceive  that  the  ele- 
vations have  been  taken  there  at  all ;  but  we  do  find  it  is 
here  that  the  waters  separale,  and  consequently  the  land 
must  be  still  higher. 

In  figure  of  highUnds,^ {assumed  not  to  exist,)  the 
British  negotiatora  claim  a  line  which,  instead  of  dividing 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  watera,  would  actually  ex- 
tend between  two  rivers,  both  of  which  fall  into  the  At' 
lantic. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  absurdity,  not  to  say  ignorance, 
of  such  a  claim,  it  is  enough  that  it  is  in  the  teeth  of  the 
treaty  itself.  It  ia  painful  to  repeat  the  argument  that  no 
other  highlands  were  intended,  for  all  othera  were  express- 
ly excluded  but  those  which  divide  the  watera  that  flow  in 
those  different  directions.  The  effect  of  their  construction, 
as  we  all  know,  is  to  give  them  the  whole  of  the  St.  John, 
with  all  its  tributaries,  and  a  tract  of  territory  south  of  that 
river,  equal  at  least  to  seventy-five  miles  square. 

Whether,  from  the  peaceful  spirit  of  our  Government, 
the  christian  patience  of  Maine,  or  the  "modest  assurance" 
of  the  British  negotiators,  any  or  all,  certain  it  ia,  that  his 
Britannic  Majesty 's  pretensions  are  growing  every  day.  It 
is  not  only  an  after-thought,  but  one  very  recently  conceiv- 
ed,  that  we  were  to  be  driven  south  of  the  St.  John. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  agent,  (Mr*.  Chipman,)  who  has 
been  lately  urging  us  sooth  of  that  river,  was  also  agent  to 
the  commission  under  the  treaty  of  1795,  to  ascertain  the 
true  St.  Croix,  and  in  inaisting  on  a  more  western  branch 
of  this  river,  gives  aa  a  reason,  that  a  line  due  north  will 
cross  the  St.  3 ohn*9  farther  up,  whereas,  if  you  take  an 
eastern  branch,  such  line  will  crocs  near  Frederickton,  the 
seat  of  Government  of  New  Brunswick,  and  materially 
infringe  upon  his  Majesty's  province.  He  not  only  admits, 
but  contends,  that  thia  north  line  must  cross  the  river. 
Here  are  his  words :  **  This  north  line  must  of  necessity 
cross  the  river  St.  John's."  Mr.  Liston,  the  British  min- 
ister, in  a  private  letter  to  Mr.  Chipman,  of  23d  October, 
1798,  recommends  a  modification  of  the  powcra  of  the 
commissioners,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  give  Great 
Britain  a  greater  extent  of  navigation  on  the  St,  John^s 
river.  The  same  agent  (Mr.  Chipman)  was  also  agent  un- 
der the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  we  find 
him  contending  there,  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  is  the  same  designated  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William 
Alexander  in  1621,  subject  only  to  such  alterations  as  were 
occasioned  by  the  erection  of  the  province  of  Quebec  in 
1763.  Now  we  have  already  seen  that  this  south  line  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  so  far  from  altering  this  north- 
west angle,  in  fact  confirms  it  ^ 

In  perfect  accordance  with  this  disposition  to  encroach, 
is  a  proposition  of  the  British  minister,  (Mr.  Vaugban,) 
that  inasmuch  as  the  highlands  cannot  be  found  by  a  due 
north  direction  from  the  monument,  we  should  vary  west 
until  we  should  intersect  them,  but  not  xast  !  Now  that, 
in  caae  a  monument  cannot  be  found  in  the  course  presori* 
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hed,  you  should  look  for  it  at  the  Uftt  but  not  to  the  rights 
Beems  to  us  a  very  sinister  proposition.  We  have  shown, 
and,  as  we  thinic,  conclusively,  that  the  range  of  highlands 
is  to  be  looked  for  on  British  ground,  and  nowhere  else; 
because  it  is  their  own  boundyyi  a^iid  a  line  which  mast, 
with  an  ascertained  north  line,  form  the  angle  of  one  of 
their  own  provinces.  And  yet  we  are  not  to  examine  there 
at  all ;  we  have  never  explored  the  country  there,  and  are 
expected  to  yield  to  snch  arrogant,  extravagant,  and  base- 
less pretensions ! 

We  would  ask  why,  in  what  jastiee,  if  we  cannot  find 
the  object  in  the  route  prescribed,  are  we  to  be  thus  tnroi- 
mclled  1  Where  is  the  reciprocity  of  sneh  «  proposition,  so 
degrading  to  the  dignity  and  insulting  to  the  rights  and  lib* 
erties  of  this  State  1  No !  the  people  of  Maine  will  not 
now,  and  wo  trust  they  never  will,  tamely  submit  to  such 
a  mU'Sided  measure. 

The  next  restriction  or  limitation  with  which  this  nego- 
tiation is  to  be  clogged,  is  an  admission  that  the  Risti- 
gouche  and  St.  John's  are  not  Atlantic  rivers,  because  one 
flows  into  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  and  the  other  into  the  bay 
of  Fandy,  yet  neither  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 
They  would  then  find  those  highlands  between  the  St. 
John's  and  the  Penobscot.  There  cannot  be  a  more  arro- 
gant pretension  or  palpable  absurdity.  Suppose  the  waters 
of  both  these  rivers  are  excluded  as  flowing  neither  way, 
still  the  waters  that  flow,  each  way  are  so  far  separated  as 
to  leave  a  tract  of  country  which,  if  equally  divided,  would 
carry  us  far  beyond  the  St.  John's.  But  we  admit  no  such 
hypothesis.  The  Alkmtic  and  the  sea  are  need  in  the 
charters  as  synonymous  terms.  The  Ristigeuche,  nniting 
with  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  which  communicates  with  the 
sea,  and  the  St.  John's,  uniting  with  the  bay  of  f'undy, 
which  also  communicates  with  the  sea,  and  that,  too,  by  a 
mouth  of  ninety  miles  wide,  are  both  Atlantic  rivers. 
These  rivers  were  known  by  the  negotiators  not  to  be  St. 
Lawrence  rivers ;  they  were  known  to  exist,  for  they  were 
riven  of  the  first  class.  If  they  were  neither  St.  Lawrence 
nor  Atlantic,  why  were  they  not  excepted  1  They  were 
not  of  the  former,  therefore  they  must  be  included  in  the 
latter  description.  Indeed,  if  rivers  uniting  with  Atlantic 
bays  are  not  Atlantic  rivers,  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec, 
which  unite  with  the  respective  bays  of  Penobscot  and  Sa- 
gadahpck,  would  not  be  Atlantic  rivers ;  and  then,  where 
ire  those  highlands  which  divide  the  waters  referred  to  in 
the  treaty  of  1783 1  Should  we  leave  this  question  unset- 
tled a  little  longer,  and  the  British  claims  continue  to  in- 
crease, we  might  very  soon  find  these  highlands  south  of 
the  Connecticut,  and  all  the.  intermediate  country  would  be 
recolonized  by  ••construction."  We  therefore  invoke  the 
sympathy  of  all  New  England,  with  New  York  besides,  to 
unite  against  this  progressive  claim — this  avalanche,  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  them  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Again,  if  this  Mars  flill  (and  we  confess  we  cannot  speak 
of  the  pretension  with  any  patience)  is  the  northwest  angles 
and  the  north  boundary  of  Nova  tfcotia  and  the  south 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec  are  the  same,  and  north 
of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  then  there  is  indeed  no  northwest 
angle ;  for  a  line  due  north  from  the  monument,  passing 
by  Mars  Hill,  roust  pursue  nearly  the  same  direction  to  get 
to  the  north  of  that  bay  without  crossing  it;  and  who  ever 
thought  of  an  angle  at  the  side  of  a  continuous  line  1  Now, 
according  to  the  British  maps,  taken  in  this  very  case,  you 
must  run  a  course  of  north,  about  fourteen  degrees  east,  to 
obtain  the  north  side  of  the  bay  without  crossing  it,  and 
the  distance  would  be,  in  this  almost  due  north  direction, 
more  than  one  hundred  miles,  while  that  from  the  monu- 
ment to  Mars  Hill  would  be  little  more  than  forty.  Now, 
when  we  consider  that  this  northeriy  line  must  form  nearly 
a  right  angle  to  pass  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay  de 
Chaleurs,  that  this  is  one  hundred  miles  farther  north  than 
Mars  Hill,  where,  instead  of  an  angle,  there  can  be  only 


an  inclmatton  of  fourteen  degrees,  can  &ere  be  a  gxealsr 
absurdity  than  the  British  claim,  founded  on  thcas  facts  1 
We  will  now  present  some  fiicts  and  rsmaiks  in  regsM 
to  the  surveys  and  exploringa  made  by  tfab  connDiMJoii 
under  the  6tb  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent :  and  the  fint 
fact  that  occurs  is,  that  the  elevations  taken  by  the  Biitkh 
surveyor  stop  far  short  of  where  the  waters  divide,  and  we 
find  no  proof  that  these  elevatioM  were  canied  through  by 
our  own  surveyors.  If  dM  British  surveyor,  after  ssoer* 
taining  he  was  still  aaeendm^^  and  had,  in  fact,  arrived  at 
the  lands^  at  a  brandi  of  a  nver  elevated  five  bundled  ftet 
above  the  summit  of  Mara  Hill,  fimnd  ii  prudent  to  ttop 
short,  we  see  no  good  reason  why  the  American  tgent  did 
not  proceed  on  and  take  accurate  eievaiions  at  a  place  when 
the  waters  divide.  If  such  a  sarvey  was  made,  the  eom- 
mittee  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  evidence ;  it  is  net 
in  the  maps  or  documents  in  the  library  or  office  of  tha 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  committee  believe  that  no  audi 
elevations  have  been  taken  nordiierly  of  the  first  wileis  of 
the  Ristigouche.  It  is,  indeed,  a  little  singular  that  we 
have  so  little  evidence,  not  only  in  regard  to  this  height  of 
land,  but  also  of  the  rivers  which  flow  into  the  St.  Law* 
rence  to  the  left,  and  especially  to  the  right  of  the  north 
line  from  the  monument. 

We  know  some  of  them,  to  be  sure,  snch  as  the  Oelk, 
Kamonska,  Verle,  Thns  Pistoles,  Remouskey,  and  Me- 
tis,  on  the  lelt,  and  the  Blanche,  Louis,  Me^Uilait  aod 
othera,  on  the  right  of  this  line,  but  we  know  niem  chiefly 
as  on  maps,  and  os  transcribed  from  older  maps,  but  very 
little  firom  actual  survey  or  even  eKploration.  An  exaoii- 
nation  of  tbe  sources  of  those  rivers  at  the  right  of  thii 
north  line,  with  the  important  natural  houndaiy,  the  north 
shore  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  would  accurately  define  tha 
divisional  line  between  the  province  of  Quebec  and  Nova 
Scotia,  which,  extending'west,  would  iBteraecl  the  due  north 
line,  and  thus  form  the  northweet  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 

It  moreover  appears  that  little  or  no  exploration  has  been 
made  of  the  lands  east  of  the  due  north  line.  It  seemt 
strange  to  us,  although  it  may  be  eatisfiictonly  explained, 
why  we  should  have  been  drawn  ewey  from  ^a  very  im« 
portant  region.  It  ta^  indeed,  tbe  true  aonrce  of  inqairy. 
In  this  direction,  the  evidence  u  to  be  found;  and  Maine 
can  never  be  satisfied  until  it  is  looked  for  here. 

An  extraordinary  method  of  adjuetio^  this  question, 
though  in  perfect  accordance  with  other  pretensiona,  hai 
been  proposed  by  Groat  Britain — ^that  the  diapuled  tenitoiy 
should  be  divided  in  equal  portionsy  ea^  P**^  ^^,  "^ 
fied  of  the  justice  of  ito  claims.  To  this  proposition  we 
cannot  subscribe.  It  is  equally  unjust  between  nattenaend 
individuals.  Whether  a  party  in  controversy  is  satiafied 
or  not  with  the  justioe  of  his  claims,  is  whet  ia  only  kaoea 
to  himself,  and,  consequently,  the  one  whoee  claiiBs  art 
most  exhorbltant,  however  unjust,  will  always  grt  tbe  best 
end  of  the  bargain.  But  such  a  rule  would,  inthucase, 
apply  most  unfortunately  to  Maine.  We  are  limited,  at 
farthest,  to  the  St  Lawrence,  and  to  a  very  uanow  point 
there,  while  the  British  may  extend  their  claims  to  the 
sooth  and  west  indefinitely.  Establish  thb  principle,  and 
we  shall  aoon  find  their  claims,  already  so  progressv^ 
stretched  over  to  the  Piacataqua,  and  than  if  we  ate  X^^ 
vide  equally  both  as  to  quantity  and  aualUy,  the  diria- 
ional  line  then  would  fall  south  of  the  feennebec.  If  the 
want  of  the  consent  of  Maine  is  the  obstacle  to  such  an  ad- 
justment, we  trust  it  will  always  remadn  en  insspenbie 
one.  Indeed,  we  protest  against  the  applicaUion  to  as  of 
such  a  rule,  as  mtnifestiy  unequal  and  unjust. 

We  come  now  to  the  recent  transactions  of  the  Britiah 
colonial  authorities,  sanctioned,  as  It  appears,  by  the  Gov- 
ernment at  home ;  and  we  regret  to  peroeiva  in  them,  abo, 
those  strong  indications  of  continual  and  rapid  encroachoent 
which  have  charaetsrned  thai  Ooveroaaent  in  the  whole  ^ 
this  controvacsj.     Mr.  Livingston,  in  his  letter  of  the  21tt 
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of  July,  1839,  propones  that,  «  until  the  matter  be  brought 
to  a  final  conclasion,  both  parties  shonld  refrain  from  the 
cxerciis  of  jurisdiction;"  and  Mr.  Vanghan,  in  reply  of 
1^  April,  1833,  in  behalf  of  his  Government,  *<  entirely 
•snears."  Here,  then,  the  faith  of  the  two  GorernmenU 
if  pledged  to  abstain  from  acts  of  jurisdiction  until  all  is 
settled.  Now,  how  are  the  (acts?  We  understand,  and, 
indeed,  it  appears  by  documents  herewith  exhibited,  that  an 
act  has  passed  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick,  *<  incor- 
porating the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  railroad  company ;" 
that  the  King  has  granted  £  1 0,000  to  aid  the  enterprise,  and 
that  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  by  its  resolutions  of 
both  Houses,  has  approved  the  scheme  an^  promised  its 
eo-operation.  It  may  be  that  the  Government  at  home  was 
Bot  aware  that  this  railroad  must  inevitably  cross  the  dis- 
puted territory. 

But  this  ignorance  of  the  subject  seems  incredible.     A 
nilroad  from  St  Andrew's  to  Quebec  would  be  impossible 
Qoless  it  croSsed  the  territory  in  question — even  next  to 
impossible  and  totally  useless  were  it  to  pass  at  the  north  of 
the  St.  John's.     It  seems  therefore  extraordinary  indeed, 
that  the  British  Government,  even  in  the  incipient  stages 
of  this  enteiprise,  should  make  an  appropriation  which  is 
in  direct  violation  of  its  sohmn  pledge.     To  give  to  a  rail- 
road corporation  powers  over  our  rights  and  property  is  the 
strongest  act  of  sovereignty.    It  is  an  act  of  delegated  power 
which  we  ourselves  give  to  our  own  citizens  with  extreme 
caution,  and  with  guarded  restrictions  and  reservations. 
This  railroad  must  not  only  cross  the  disputed  territory, 
bat  it  crosses  it  fifty  miles  south  of  the  8t.  John's,  and  al- 
most to  the  southerly  extremity  of  the  British  claim,  extrav- 
agant aa  it  is.    By  the  map  herewith  exhibited  of  the  survey 
of  the  route,  it  appears  that  the  road  crosses  our  due  north 
line  at  Mars  Hill,   thence  doubling  round  it  towards  the 
south,  it  crosses  the  Roostic  between  the  Great  and  Little 
Machiasy  tha  Alleguash  at  the  outlet  of  First  Lake,  a  branch 
of  the  St.  John's  south  of  Black  river,  and  passes  into 
Canada  between  "Spruce  Hills"  on  the  right,  and  <* Three 
Hills"  on  the  lef^  thus  crossing  a  tract  of  country  south  of 
the  St.  John's,  one  hundred  by  fifty  miles.     We  have  not 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
eanooc,  therelbre,  say  that  the  route  there  defined  is  the 
same  as  on  the  map.     Be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  as 
any  one  will  see,  that  no  possible  route  can  be  devised 
wbicb  will  not  cross  the  tefritory  in  question.     It  is,  then, 
a  deliberate  act  of  power,  palpable  and  direct,  claiming  and 
exerdaingaovereignty  far  south  even  of  the  line  recommend- 
ed by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 

In  all  oor  inquiries  and  examinations  of  this  subject  tliere 
haa  been  great  negligence  in  regard  t'>  this  northwest  angle. 
Judge  Benson,  one  of  the  commissioners  under  Jay's  treaty, 
iu  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  expressly 
and  clearly  defines  this  angle.  He  states  distinctly  that 
the  doe  north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  is  the 
west  side  line,  and  the  highlands  are  the  north  side  line 
which  form  this  angle,  and  this  had  never  been  questioned 
by  the  British  themselves. 

Thia  due  north  line,  viz :  the  west  side  line,  was  estab- 
lished by  tbe^  commission  of  which  Judge  Benson  was  a 
member,  and  the  Brhish  have  made  the  north  side  line  to 
be  north  of  the  bay  de  Ch;ileurs,  and  yet  with  these  postu- 
latea,  to  pretend  that  the  points  of  intersection  cannot  be 
foond,    ja  one  of  the  greatest  of  their  absurdities.     And 
another  absurdity  quite  egual  is,  that,  after  paraing  west 
along   the  north  shore  of  this  bay,  they  would  fall  down 
-aieacly  south  more  than  one  hunt! red  miles  to  Mars  Hill, 
^boiit  sixty  miles  from  the  south  shore  of  the  province,  at 
jKhe   bay  of  P8asamaquo4fly>  which'  is  a  part  of  the  bay  of 
^Pondy ;  and  this  point,  too,  of  so  little  inclination,  that 
'    ~t  is  a  palpable  perversion  of  language  to-  call  it  an  angle, 
doch  more  a  northwest  angle. 
It  is  indeed  time  for  us  to  begin   to  search,  and  in  the 


right  places  too,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  these  perpetual 
encroachmenu  upon  our  territory  and  rights.  Our  first 
object  should  be  to  ascertain  and  trace  the  north  boundary 
of  Nova  Scotia,  which  is  the  south  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  and  see  if  Canada  eomea  as  far  down  as 
Mars  Hill.  And  we  should  proceed  to  finish  taking  the 
elevations  on  the  due  north  line  to  some  point  where  the 
waters  divide.  The  General  Government  should  be  imme- 
diately called  on  to  execute  the  work,  with  the  cooperation 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  Notice  should  be  given  to 
the  British  authorities  to  unite  in  the  undertaking,  and,  if 
they  refuse,  our  Government  ought  to  proceed  ex  parte. 
The  act  would  be  entirely  pacific,  as  the  object  would  be 
to  ascertain  facts;  much  more  pacific  than  the  survey, 
without  notice,  of  the  St.  Andrew^s  and  Quebec  railroad, 
through  our  territory,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a 
boundary,  but  to  assume  jurisdiction. 

Your  committee  have  gone  through  this  tedious  investi- 
gation with  all  the  deliberation,  exactness,  and  candor, 
which  our  time,  means,  and  feelings  would  allow.  Our 
animadversions  may,  in  some  instances,  have  been  strong, 
and  even  sevore,  but  we  think  we  have  expressed  the  sen- 
timents and  feelings  of  the  people  of  Maine,  suffering  under 
protracted  injuries.  This  State  should  take  a  firm,  delib- 
erate, and  dignified  stand,  and  one  which  it  will  not  retract. 
While  it  awards  to  the  General  Government  all  its  legitimate 
powers,  it  will  not  bo  forgetful  of  its  own.  We  call  upon 
the  President  and  Congress;  we  invoke  that  aid  and  ajrm- 
pathy  of  our  sister  Slate  which  Maine  haa  always  accorded 
to  them ;  we  ask,  nay,  we  demand,  in  the  name  of  justice, 
how  long  we  are  to  be  thus  trampled  down  by  a  foreign 
people  ?  and  we  trust  we  shall  meet  a  cordial  and  patriotic 
response  in  the  breast  of  every  republican  of  the  Union. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 

L.  J.  HAM, 

NATH'L  S.  LITTLBriELD, 


samuel  p.  benson, 
ebenezer  higgins, 
john  r.  redman, 
john  holmes, 
j.  a.  lowell, 
nathan  ide, 
idaniel  small,       • 
sewall  prescott, 
ephraim  weeks, 
james  burb.\nk, 
(;harles  hunt, 
john  d.  richards, 


'  of  the  Senate, 


►  of  the  Hou8€» 


STATE  or  MAINE. 
Resolves  relative  to  the  Northeastern  Boundary. 

Resohed^  That  we  view  with  much  solicitude  the  Brit- 
ish usurpations  and  encroachments  on  the  Northeaetern 
part  of  the  territory  of  this  State. 

ResoheHf  That  pretensions  so  groundless  and  extrava- 
gant indicate  a  spirit  of  hostility  which  we  had  no  reason 
to  expect  from  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace. 

Resolved,  That  vigilance,  resolution,  firmness,  and  union 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  are  necessary  in  this  state  of 
the  controversy. 

Reaohed,  That  the  Governor  be  authorized  and  rcqucbt- 
ed  to  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  this  State  to  be  explored 
and  surveyed  and  monuments  erected  according  to  the 
frea/y  of  1783. 

Resolved,  That  the  co-operation  of  Massachusetts  be 
requested. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
speedy  adjustment  of  the  controversy. 
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Resolvedi  That  copies  of  thia  report  and  resolution  be 
transmitted  to  tlie  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  other  Senators  in  Con- 
gress, and  the  Govcirnors  of  the  several  ^States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  24,  1837. 
Read  and  passed. 

H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker, 
In  Senate,  ^farch  25,  1838.     Read  and  passed. 

J.  C.  TALBOT,  President. 
March  2ft,  1837.     Approved: 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

EXECUTITE  DkpaKTMBHT, 

Augusta,  June  27,  1837. 

Sib:  I  lose  no  lime  in  communicating  to  your  excel- 
lency a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  province  of  Now  Brunswick,  and  also  a 
letter  from  J.  A.  Maclauchlan  to  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  re- 
lation to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Ebenczcr  8. 
Oreeiy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideratbns,  your 
obedient  servant.  ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Martix  Van  Burbv, 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Gut EBNMST?T  House,  Frkdeuickton,  N.  B., 

June  12,  1837. 
Sin:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  excel- 
lency under  date  the  6th  instunt,  announcing  my  assump- 
tion of  the  administration  of  this  Government,  a  report  has 
been  laid  before  me  by  the  warden  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, a  copy  of  which  I  feel  it  to  be  an  act  of  courtesy  to- 
xvards  your  excellency  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating 
to  you. 

In  including  the  territory  wlth'n  the  limits  of  the  Brit- 
ish claim  in  the  census  which  **  Ebenezcr  Greoly"  appears 
to  have  been  instructed  to  take  of  the  population  of  the 
county  of  <<  Penobscot,"  he  has  evidently  acted  in  ignor- 
ance or  under  a  misconception  of  the  subsisting  relations 
betwixt  England  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  your  excellency  will 
lose  no  time  in  causing  to  bo  explained  and  removed. 
Though  necessarily  committed  to  confinement,  I  have  de- 
sired that  every  regard  may  be  shown  to  Grecly*s  personal 
convenience,  consistent  with  the  position  in  which  he  has 
**  voluntarily"  placed  himself:  I  use  this  expression  be- 
cause, as  your  excellency  will  observe,  Grcely  was  inform- 
ed by  the  warden  that  if  he  would  desist  from  the  act  in 
which  he  was  engaged  and  the  language  which  he  was 
holding  to  the  people  of  the  Madawaska  settlement,  (acts 
constituting  not  only  an  interference  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  jurisdiction  of  this  province,  but  the  positive  ex- 
ercise within  its  limits  of  actual  jurisdiction,  however  un- 
authorized on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maine,)  and  would 
witiidraw  from  this  district,  he  should  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
otherwise,  that  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  up- 
on him  by  his  office,  he  (the  warden)  who  is  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
prehending, in  order  to  make  him  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  province.  This  proposal  Greely  rejected,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly committed  to  jail,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law.  In  the  mean  time,  as  an  evidence  of  my  desire  to 
cultivate  the  most  friendly  understanding  with  tbe  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  which  Greely  is  a  citizen,  I  lose  no 
time  in  saying  that,  upon  receiving  an  assurance  from  your 
excellency  that  your  authority  shall  be  exerted  in  restrain- 
ing this  or  any  other  citizen  of  the  State  of  Maine  from 
adopting  proceedings  within  the  British  limits,  (a«  claim. 


ed,)  calculated  to  infringe  the  authority  and  jucisdiciion  of 
this  province,  and  to  disturb  and  unsettle  the  minds  of  that 
portion  of  its  inhabitants  residing  in  the  disputed  territo- 
ries, until  the  question  in  dispute  be  brought  to  a  final  wi. 
tlement,  Greely  shall  be  immediately  enlarged.  v 

Trusting  that  your  excellency  will  «ee  in  this  propoiition 
an  anxious  desire  on  my  part  to  redeem  the  pledge  p^en 
in  my  communication  of  the  6th  instant, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant. 

J.  HARVEY. 
M.  6*.,  Li.  Governor^  Sfc. 
His  Excellency  the  Gotxritor 
hf  the  State  of  Maine, 

Frkdsricktov,  Nkw  Brdhswick, 

June  10,  1637. 

Mat  it  plkasx  tour  Excellxitct  :  In  obedience  to 
your  excellency's  instructions,  communicated  to  me  through 
the  Advocate  General,  in  the  absence  of  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  Generals,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  report,  for  the 
information  of  your  excellency,  that  I  proceeded  with  the 
least  possible  delay  to  the  Madawaska  settlement.  On  my 
arrival  at  the  Great  falls,  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  Irom 
hence,  I  was  informed  that  the  American  citizen,  Etwneier 
S.  Grcely,  had  passed  up  the  day  previous,  forthepurpoeeof 
again  proceeding  with  the  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mad- 
awaska, under  authority  from  the 'State  of  Maine.  Aware 
of  the  probable  excitement  that  would  naturally  arise  be- 
twcen  the  two  Governments  from  this  circumstance,  and 
at  the  same  time  fully  convinced  that  his  Majesty's  Got- 
eniment  would  but  regret  any  unnecessary  misunderstand- 
ing during  the  pending  negotiation,  I  thought  it  advi- 
sable to  call  upon  Mr.  Coombs,  a  magistrate  reddmg 
twelve  miles  above  the  falls,  and  request  him  to  accompany 
me,  which  he  readily  did,  to  iwitncss  the  conversation  be- 
tween Mr.  Greely  and  myself. 

We  then  proceeded,  and  overtook  Mr.  Grcely  a  short  di»- 
lance  above  Green  river,  about  twenty -four  miles  from  the 
falls,  having  ascertained  by  the  Inhabitanta,  as  he  passed 
up  the  river,  that  Mr.  Greely  waa  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
vious day  employed  In  taking  d<)wn  their  names,  nnmber 
of  each  family,  and  stating  they  would  shortly  receive 
from  the  State  of  Maine,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  dollars  for  each  head  of  family,  out  of  the  surpla" 
revenue  of  the  United  States. 

I  required  Mr.  Greely  to  show  me  his  instructions  fw 
exercising  authority  in  Madawaska,  when  he  handed  me  a 
document,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  enclose  to  your  ex- 
cellency, and  after  perusing  the  same  I  returned  it  with  oy 
opinion  that  I  really  thought  ho  (Mr.  Greely)  had  mtsUketi 
the  intention  of  his  instructions,  a^  no  allusion  fvas  mwlc 
either  to  that  settlement  or  the  territory  in  dispute,  and 
therefore,  if  he  would  then  desist  in  taking  the  census,  I 
would  take  no  notice  of  what  had  passed.  Moreover,  in 
reply  to  my  advice  and  request,  he  (Mr.  Grcely)  remon- 
strated, and  attempted  to  make  it  appear  that  he  v>o\M  be- 
fully  borne  out  by  his  Government  in  what  he  bad  donfi 
and  that  it  was  also  his  intention  to  complete  the  census  if 
he  was  not  prevented.  This  reply  I  regret  having  left  me 
no  alternative  but  to^make  him  a  prisoner,  which  I  did  on 
Wednesday  the  7th  instant.  On  Friday  evening  I  arrittd 
at  Frederickton,  and  this  morning,  (Saturday,)  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Advocate  Generals,  I  committed  him  to  the  j«il 
of  the  county  of  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedicnU 
humble  servant, 

J.  A.  MACLAUCHLAN, 
Warden  of  the  dhptUed  territory. 

Hi.5  Excellency  Maj.  Gen.   Sir  Joh^  Hahtet, 
Lieutenant  Govern rpr,  ^-c. 
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[25th  CoxG.  Ist  8sB8. 


STATE  OF  MAINK. 
ExicuTiTK  Dbpa«tmbxt,  June  19,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellency  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  came  to  hand  by  the  last  mail,  by 
which  it  appears  that  Ebenezer  S.  Grecly,  Esq.,  the  agent 
employed  by  the  c6unty  commissionorg  for  the  county  of 
Penobscot  to  take  ^he  census  of  the  town  of  Madawaska, 
has  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New 
Bnioiwick,  and  is  now  incarcerated  in  the  jail  at  Frede- 
Tickton. 

In  th». state  of  things  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to 
make  this  communication  to  your  excellency,  and  to  insist 
that  prompt  measures  be  adopted  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  effect  th^  early  release  of  the  afore- 
mentioned citizen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
«9'»*nt,  ROBERT  P.  DUN  LA  P. 

Hia  Excellency  Martiit  Vaw  Buren, 

•      President  of  the  United  States. 

Fredkric&ton,  Pkovikce  Nbw  Brunswick, 

June  12,  1837. 
Bib  :  On  the  15lh  of  May  last,  I  waa  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners  of  Ponol)scot  county  to  take  the 
census  of  Madawaska.  On  the  6lh  of  June  instint,  I  was 
arrested  by  Mr.  Maclsuchlan,  from  this  place,  and  commit- 
ted to  jail  by  him,  and  there  I  now  remain  in  the  prison  at 
Frederickton.  I  was  committed  on  the  lOlh  instant.  I 
addreased  a  letter  to  you  on  the  10th,  which  has  gone  by 
the  way  of  St.  Andrew*a.  Fearing  that  letter  will  not  ar- 
rive soon,  I  write  again  to  day  by  way  of  Houlton.  I 
have  described  my  arrest  more  particularly  in  my  first  letter, 
which  you  will  undoubtedly  receive  before  long ;  therefore, 
I  only  give  the  facU  in  this,  having  a  chance,  by  the  as- 
fiisUnce  of  Mr.  Lombard,  of  Hallowell,  of  forwarding  this 
lo  Houlton  privately.  I  was  employed  in  business  of  the 
State,  aud  do  expect  my  Government  will  intercede  and 
liberate  me  from  prison  in  a  foreign  and  adjacent  province. 
I  shall  be  pleased  lo  receive  a  line  from  you  expressing 
your  opinion,  direction,  6cc, 
1  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBENEZER  S.  GREELY. 

ROBBHT  p.   DUKLAP,  Esq. 

Governor  of  Maine. 

Department  or  Statb, 

Washington,  June  26,  1837. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor,  by  dire-ction  of  the  President, 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  19lh 
inataol,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  communication  dated  the 
1 2th  of  the  same  month,  addressed  to  you  by  Ebenezer  S. 
Greely,  Esq.,  the  agent  employed  by  the  county  commis- 
ftioner«  for  the  county  of  Penobscot  to  take  the  census  of 
the  town  of  Madawaska ;  from  which  it  appears  that  he 
has  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of 
Nevv  Brunswick,  and  is  nowjn  confinement  in  the  jail  at 
Frederickton;  and  insisting  that  prompt  measures  be 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stotcs  lo  effect 
the  early  release  of  the  above-named  citizen. 

The  circumntances  attending  this  outrage,  as  given  in 
Mr.  Greely's  letter,  are  not  sufficient,  in  the  view  of  the 
Presideot,  to  warrant  the  interference  of  the  Government 
•t  present.  For  what  cause,  at  what  place,  and  by  what 
aoUiority,  the  arrest  was  made,  is  not  sUted.  The  neces- 
>vy  cxphiQations  may  be  found,  perhaps,  in  the  previous 
communication  which  Mr.  Greely  refers  to  aa  having  l>een 
^Idreased  to  you  by  hitn  on  the  10th  June;  if  not,  it  is 
Poboble  that  you  will  easily  be  able  to  obtain  explicit  in- 
rorinatioD  from  other  sourceii,  and  communicate  it  to  this 
^Bpartment.  It  is  indispensable  that  a  full  knowledge  of 
Vol.  XIV.— a  14 


all  the  facts  illustrative  of  the  case  should  be  in  possession 
of  the  Government  before-any  formal  application  for  redress 
can  be  properly  preferred. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have,  in  conversation,  unofficially 
called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister  at 
Washington,  to  this  complaint,  and  he  has  given  me  an 
assurance  that  he  will  immediately  address  a  representation 
on  the  subject  to  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  request- 
ing, unless  there  shall  be  some  very  extraordinary  reasons 
against  it,  that  Mr.  Greely  may  be  set  at  liberty.    * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTir. 

His  Excellency  Robsrt  P.  Duklap,  Esq. 

Governor  of  Maine. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Executive  Departmknt,  July  3,  1837. 
^iR  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  youra  of  the  26th 
of  June  last,  in  which,  by  direction  of  the  President,  you 
indicste  that  the  circumstances  detailed  in  Mr.  Greely *8 
letter  relative  to  his  arrest  and  imprisonment  are  not  tff  ^ 
themselves,  withoujt  further  explanation,  sufficient  to  justify 
the  interference  of  the  Government  of  the  United  ^tatetf. 
This  information  is  received  with  some  surprise,  and  much 
regret:  surprise,  because  I  had  understood  Mr.  Greely's 
communication  to  show,  that  while  employed  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  and  under  its  authority,  on  a  business 
intrusted  to  him  by  the  laws  of  tbe  8tate,  he  was,  without 
being  charged  or  suspected  of  any  other  offence,  seized  and  . 
transported  to  a  foreign  jaii;  regret,  inasmuch  as  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  this  (State  have  been  strongly  excited 
by  this  outrage  upon  the  honor  and  soverrignty  of  Maine  ; 
and  each  additional  day's  confinement  which  that  unof- 
fending citizen  endures,  is  adding  to  the  indignation  of  our 
citizens.  I  therefore  hasten  to  lay  before  you  a  summary 
of  the  transactions  connected  with  thij»  subject,  as  they  are 
gathered  from  Mr.  Greely's  communications  to  this  De- 
partment. The  farts  are  to  be  considered  the  less  indis- 
putable, because  they  are  in  the  main  confirmed  by  thje 
statements  contained  in  the  letter  of  tbe  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  province  of  New  BrQnswicfc,  by  whose  order 
the  imprisonment  was  made,  and  a  copy  of  which  I  recent- 
ly had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  President. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  passed  an  act  relative  to  the  surplus  revenue,  a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,  to  the  eleventh,  twelfth^  and  thir- 
teenth sections  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  attention. 
An  additional  act  was  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  March 
last,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  enclose.  By  this  last-named 
act,  it  became  Uie  duty  of  the  county  commissioners  of 
Penobscot  county  to  cause  an  enumeration  to  be  taken  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  said  county  residing  north  of  the  sur- 
veyed and  located  townships.  The  tract  thus  defined  com-  m 
prised  the  town  o(  Madawaska,  which  was  incorporated  by  ^ 
this  State  on  the  15th  of  March,  1831.  Pursuant  to  that 
requirement,  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  ap- 
pointed Ebenezer  S.  Greely  to  perform  that,  service ;  and 
beinjr  duly  commissioned,  he  forthwith  proceeded  to  the 
place  designated,  and  entered  upon  the  required  operations. 
Being  thus  employed,  he  was,  on  tbe  29th  day  of  May 
last,  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  conveyed  to  Woodstock,  in  the  county  of 
farleton,  in  said  province;  but  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
refused  lo  commit  him  to  jail,  and  he  was  accordingly  dis- 
charged. He  immediately  returned  to  the  Madawaska 
settlements,  to  enter  again  upon  the  duty  intrusted  to  him. 
On  the  6th  day  of  June  last,  ho  was  arrested  a  second 
time  by  the  same  authorities,  and  committed  to  the  jail  at 
Frederickton.  It  is  for  this  act  of  obedience  to  the  lawji 
of  his  Government,  that  Mr.  Greely  now  lies  incarcerated 
in  a  public  jail  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick.     If 
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not  redress  urgently  called  for  ?     Must  not  this  unoffending 
citizen  be  immediately  released  ? 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  add  my  confident  belief  that  the  Pre- 
sident, on  this  presentation  of  the  facts  relative  to  this  out- 
rage upon  the  national  as  well  as  the  State  rights,  will  not 
Ikil  to  demand  the  immediate  release  of  Ebenezer  8.  Greely, 
and  to  interpose  suitable  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  wrongs 
so  wantonly  enforced  upon  him. 

I  ayi,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

.Hon.  JOHK  FORBTTB, 

Stcrdary  of  State  of  United  States. 


An  additional  act  providing  for  the  distribution  and  repay- 
ment of  the  public  money  apportioned  to  the  State  of 
Maine  on  deposite  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  in  Legisiature  aeeemhled.  That  the  time  al- 
lowed to  the  respective  cities,  towns,  and  plantations,  in 
which  to  take  the  census  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the 
State  treasurer  is  hereby  extended  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
June  next. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  to  distribute  the  amount  of  the  second  in- 
stalment of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  cities,  towns, 
and  plantations,  according  to  the  number  of  their  respec- 
tive scholars,  as  borne  on  the  school  fund  apportionment 
of  the  present  year.  And  the  third  instalment  shall  be 
distributed  according  to  the  same  apportionment,  unless 
the  census  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional 
shall  be  fully  m^de,  and  the  returns  thereof  to  the  treasu- 
rer completed,  by  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  third  and  fourth 
instalments  shall  be  distributed  among  the  towns,  planta- 
tions, cities,  and  unincorporated  places,  in  such  manner  as 
that  the  aggregate  of  the  four  instalments  shall  be  in  exact 
proportion  to  their  population,  as  ascertained  by  said 
census. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  addition  to  the 
enumeration  required  l^  the  act  aforesaid  to  be  taken  by 
the  county  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  county  of  Penobscot  to  take  the  enu- 
meration or  census  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  re- 
siding north  of  the  surveyed  and  located  townships. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  treasurer  be 
directed  to  cause  the  first  section  of  this  act  to  be  forthwith 
published  in  all  the  newspapers  that  publish  the  laws  of 
the  State. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  to  which 
this  is  additional,  and  also  this  act,  shall  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  the  times  of  the  passage  thereof  respec- 
tively. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor  March  29,  1887.] 

lllh,  12th  and  I3th  sections  of  an  act  providing  for  the 
disposition  and  repayment  of  the  public  money  appor- 
tioned to  the  State  of  Maine  on  deposite  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  fur/her  enacted,  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  population  of  the  several  cities,  towns,  and 
plantations,  in  this  State,  the  aldermen  of  cities,  the  select- 
men of  towns,  and  the  assessors  of  plantations,  are  hereby 
authorized,  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  cities,  towns, 
and  plantations,  to  cause  the  numlier  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  (omitting  in  such  enumeration  foreigners  not 
naturalised,  whose  residence  has  not  lH»cn  established  at 
least  four  years  in  any  of  the  cities,  towns,  or  plantations, 
or  other  place  wherein  such  enumeration  is  to  be  made, 
and  Indians  not  taxed,  ^  to  be  taken,  according  to  the  di- 
TCCtions  of  this  act.     The  said  enumeration  shall  distin- 


guish all  persona  under  the  age  of  four  years;  thois  of 
four  and  under  twenty -one ;  and  those  of  twenty-one  and 
upwards,  belonging  to  each  city,  town,  and  plantation  in 
this  State,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hoDdredand 
tbirty-oeven. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  tldennen, 
selectmen,  or  aooeaoors,  or  such  person  or  peraont  u  shall 
be  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose,  shall  respsctively, 
before  entering  upon  the  performance  of  their  duty  n 
aforesaid,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
fomo  justice  of  the  peace,  Ibr  tlie  faithful  perfbroance  of 
their  duties,  in  substance  as  follows : 

I, — ,  of  ,  do  eolemnly  swear  (or  affirm) 

that  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  make  a  full  and  perfect  en- 
umeration and  description  of  the  persons  rtsidenl  with'm 
the  —  of on  the  first  day  of  March,  eigfatesn  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  and  return  the  same  to  the  treaaoTer 
of  Maine,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act  entitled 
**  an  act  providing  for  the  disposition  and  rcf  ayment  of  die 
public  money  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Maine  on  dopoatte 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  according  to  the 
best  of  my  ability ;  and  that  I  will  make  said  enumeration 
nnd  description  by  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-house 
in  said  —  or  personal  inquiry  of  the  head  of  every  family, 
and  not  otherwise. 

Sec.  19.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  enumeration 
shall  be  fully  completed,  and  aoeurate  returns  thereof  made 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  April  next ;  which  returns  shall  be  made  in  a  schedule, 
the  form  of  which  (with  the  form  of  the  oath  specified  in 
this  section)  shall  l>e  provided  and  furnished  by  aaid  treas- 
urer, and  they  shall  distinguish  the  several  families  by  the 
name  of  their  mastar,  mistress,  or  head.  And  the  peraon 
taking  such  enumeration  shall  take  and  subscribe  upon 
the  returns  rendered  by  him,  an  oath  or  affirmation  as 
follows : 

I, ■^— ^»  ^  eolemnly   swear  (or  affirm)  that  the 

number  of  persons  set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  mf, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  **  an  ad  pro- 
viding for  the  disposition  and  i^^yment  of  the  poMic 
money  apportioned  to  the  State  of^  Maine  on  depeeite  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  has  been  asccrtara- 
ed  by  an  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling  house,  or  a  per- 
sonal inquiry  of  the  head  of  every  family,  in  canformity 
with  the  provisions  of  said  act ;  and  that  the  return  afore- 
said is  correct  and  true,  according  to  tlie  best  of  my  know- 
ledge snd  belief.  A.  B. 

And  the  blank  forms  which  the  treasurer  is  to  tran«oiit 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  cause  the  same  to  be  forthwith 
distributed  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  cities,  towna,  and 
plantations.  And  the  shcrifl[7s  bill  therefor  lAiaU  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  for  allowance. 

Drpaiitmikt  of  Statb, 

Washington^  Juiy  H,  1«37. 
Sin :  Your  letter  of  the  Sd  instant  has  been  receivfti. 
The  surprise  you  express  that  the  information  contained  io 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Greely,  which  actsompanied  your  fonner 
communication,  was  not  considered  auffkient  to  enable  ih« 
President  to  make  a  formal  application  to  the  Briti»b  Go- 
vernment for  his  release,  has  probably  arisen  from  your 
-not  having  adverted  particularly  to  the  defecu  of  his  atat^ 
ment.  It  was  not  expressly  mentioned  for  what  oflence 
the  arrest  was  made,  nor  where  it  took  place,  upon  the 
tarritor>-  in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  or  beyond  it.  The  character  of  the  charge  and 
the  place  at  which  the  offence  was  committed  roig hi  h»« 
boen  inferred  from  what  was  stated  ;  but  you  must  pcrrriv^e 
the  impropriety  of  a  formal  complaint  frnm  one  OoTem- 
ment  to  another  founded  upon  inference,  when  the  mnB« 
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of  tfeertiiimng  and  fresenting  the  laets  dittinctly  wero 
within  the  power  of  the  party  complaining.  But  althoiigh 
this  Department  felt  itielf  constrained  by  these  coneidera* 
tioQi  to  delay  a  formal  application  to  the  British  Govern- 
laeot  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Greely,  it  lost  no  time,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  in  proenring  the  interference  to  that 
end  of  the  British  minister  near-  this  Government ;  and  I 
have  BOW  the  satisfaction  lo  inform  yoo  that  I  have  learnt 
from  him  that  he  has  opened  a  correspondence  with  the 
Lieotenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswidc,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  lead  to  the  release  of  Greely  from  confinement, 
withoQt  waiting  for  the  decision  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  whole  question. 

The  information  communicated  to  the  Department  since 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  is  sufficiently 
explicit,  and  a  note  founded  upon  it  has  been,  by  direction 
of  the  President,  addressed  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  instructing 
him  to  demand  the  immediate  liberation  of  Mr.  Greely, 
aad  indemnitjtfor  his  imprisonment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hon.  RoBSET  P.  DrviAp, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine, 

P.  8.  The  papers  asked  for  in  yuur  letter  of  the  37th 
ohimo  will  be  sent  to  you. 

STATE  OF  »IAINE. 

EXKOUTIVX  DsrABTBCSVT, 

Augueta,  June  27,  1837. 
Sib:  I  would  respectfully  solicit  copies  of  all  documents 
tod  papers  in  the  Departinent  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
with  the  exception  of  such  as  were  furnished  this  depart- 
nent  by  the  General  Government  in  the  year  18S7.  It  is 
understood  that  copies  have  been  furnished  relative  to  this 
■abject  down  to  the  respective  sUtements  sobmiUed  by  the 
two  Ooeemmento  to*  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  but  the 
aigumenU  we  have  nut  been  furnished  with. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 
Hon.  Jeair  FoBanv, 

Secretary  of  SlaU  of  the  UnUed  Siates, 

Depabtwkict  of  State,  . 
Washington,  July  19,  1887. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  a  printed  volume,  containing  a  statement  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  of  the  case  referred,  in  pursuance  of  the 
convention  of  the  29th  September,  1827,  between  the  said 
Scstei  and  Great  Britain,  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
for  bis  decision  thereon,  and  to  refer  you,  for  such  other 
papers  and   documents  in   relation   to   the   northeastern 
boundary  as  have  not  been  specially  fumittbed  by  this  De- 
partment to  the  Bxccutive  of  Maine,  to  the  following  num- 
tiers  in  the  volumes  of  documents  of  the  Senate  and  Mouse 
^r  Representatives,  distributed  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
WSress,  and  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  transmitted 
vo  the  several  Stste  Governments,  including  that  of  Maine. 

Documents  of  the  Houee  of  Repreeeniativee. 
Isl  session  90th  Congress,  No.  217,  218. 
2d  session  SOth  Congresn,  No.  90. 
td  session  28d   Congress,  No.  62. 

Documente  of  the  Senate. 
1st  session  24th  Congress,  No.  414. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  RoBavT  P.  DujriA», 

Oovemor  of  Maine. 


S'SATE  OF  MAINE. 
ExxcuTiTX  DsPABTMXKT,  Ju/y  28,  1837. 

Six  :  Impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  arising  from  the  over- 
sight committed  to  me  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  this 
State,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  the  attention  of  your  excellency 
to  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  Maine.  By 
the  Federal  compact,  the  obligation  of  defending  each  State 
against  foreign  invasion,  and  of  protecting  it  in  the  exercise 
of  its  jurisdictional  rights  up  to  its  extreme  line  of  bound- 
ary, is  devolved  upon  the  National  Government.  Permit 
me  respectfully  to  inform  the  President  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Maine,  the  justice  due  to  this  State,  in  this 
respect,  has  not  been  rendered. 

Let  it  not  be  suspected  that  the  discontents  which  are 
moving  strongly  and  deeply  through  the  public  mind,  flow 
from  any  deficiency  of  attachment  or  practical  adhesion  to 
our  National  Government.  Without  appealing  to  the  blood 
so  freely  poured  out  in  war  by  the  citizens  of  Maine ;  to 
the  privations  so  cheerfully  endured  while  the  restrictive 
measures  of  the  Government  were  prostrating  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  this  commercial  people,  or  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Union  so  cordially  given  through  every  vicissi- 
tude up  to  the  present  hour ;  such  a  suspicion,  if  it  could 
arise,  would  be  sufficiently  refuted  by  merely  adverting  to 
the  forbearance  with  which  they  have  so  long  endured  the 
aggressions  by  a  foreign  Government  upon  their  sovereign- 
ty, their  citizens,  and  their  solL 

It  would  be  easy  to  prove  that  tlie  territory  of  Maine  ex- 
tends to  the  highlands  north  of  the  St.  John.  But  that 
point,  having  lieen  not  only  admitted  but  successfully  de- 
monstrated by  the  Federal  Government,  needs  not  now 
to  be  discussed.  Candor,  however,  requires  me  to  say 
that  thia  conceded  and  undeniable  position  ill  accords  with 
the  proceedings  in  which  the  British  authorities  have  for 
many  years  been  indulged,  and  by  which  the  rightful  ju- 
risdiction of  Maine  has  been  subverted,  hdr  lands  ravaged 
of  their  most  valuable  products,  and  her  citizens  dragged 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  to  undergo  the  sufferings 
and  ignominies  of  a  foreign  jail.  These  outrages  have  been 
made  known  to  the  Federal  Government ;  they  have  been 
the  subject  of  repeated  remonstrances  by  the  State,  and 
these  remonstrances  seem  as  ofUn  to  have  been  contemned. 
It  cannot  be  deemed  irrelevant  for  me  here  to  ask,  amid  all 
these  various  impositions,  and  while  Maine  has  been  vigor- 
ously employed  in  sustaining  the  Union,  and  in  training  her 
children  to  the  same  high  standard  of  devotion  to  the  po- 
litical institutions  of  the  country,  what  relief  has  been 
brought  to  us  by  the  Federal  Government  ?  The  invaders 
have  not  been  expelled.  The  aovereignty  and  soil  of  the 
State  are  yet  stained  by  the  hostile  machinations  of  resi- 
dent euiissaries  of  a  foreign  Government.  The  territory 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  six  millions  of  acres,  our  title  to 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  pronoun- 
ced to  be  perfect,  have,  without  the  knowledge  of  Maine, 
been  once  put  entirely  at  hazard.  Grave  discussions, 
treaty  arrangements,  and  sovereign  arbitration,  have  been 
resorted  to,  in  which  Maine  was  not  permitted  to  speak, 
and  they  have  resulted,  not  in  removing  the  factitious  pre-' 
tensions,  but  in  supplying  new  encouragements  to  the  ag- 
gressors. Diplomatic  ingenuity,  the  only  foundation  of  the 
British  claim,  has  been  arrayed  against  the  perfect  right. 

In  the  mean  time  a  stipulation  made  by  the  Executive 
of  the  nation,  without  the  knowledge  of  Maine,  purported 
to  preclude  her  from  reclaiming  her  rightful  jurisdiction 
until  the  slow  process  of  a  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a  close.  Whatever  the  real  force  of  that  stipulation 
might  be,  made  as  it  was  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  treaty-making  power,  it  was  hoped, 
when  it  expired  by  the  closing  up  of  that  negotiation,  that 
n  measure  fraught  with  such  hurtful  conse<iuence8  to 
Maine  would  not  again  be  attempted.  But  that  hope  was 
o  be  disappointed,   and  now,  by  a  compact  of  similar 
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character,  a  writ  of  protection  appears  to  have  been  spread 
by  oar  own  Government  over  the  whole  maas  of  BritUh 
aggreaaions.  What  then  has  the  Federal  Government  done 
for  this  State  1  May  it  not  lie  gaid,  in  the  language  of 
another,  *«  Maine  has  not  been  treated  as  she  endeavored 
to  deserve  ?" 

On  the  22d  day  of  April  last,  I  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency  certain  resolves  passed  by 
.  the  Legislature  of  this  Slate,  relative  to  the  iioriheastern 
boundary,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  to  call  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  the  line  to  be  ex- 
plored and  surveyed,  and  monuments  thereon  erected. 
That  this  call,  made  by  direction  of  the  Legislature,  did 
not  extend  to  the  expulsion  of  invaders,  but  merely  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  treaty  line,  will,  I  trust,  be  viewed  as 
it  was  designed  to  be,  not  only  as  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
tinued forbearance  of  Maine,  but  as  a  testimonial  of  the 
confidence  she  cherished  that  the  Federal  Executive  would 
protect  the  territory,  after  its  limitation  should  be  ascer- 
tained. That  this  application  would  meet  with  favor 
from  the  Federal  Executive  was  expected,  more  especially 
as  Congress  had  made  a  specific  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  will  not  attempt  to  conceal  the  mortification  I 
have  realized,  that  no  reply  has  been  made  to  that  com- 
munication, nor  any  measures  taken,  so  far  as  my  inform- 
ation extends,  for  effecting  the  object  proposed. 

It  now  remains,  that  in  the  exercise  of  that  faithfulness 
for  which  I  aland  solemnly  pledged  to  the  people  of  Maine, 
I  should  again  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  National 
Executive  this  apparently  unwelcome  but  really  import- 
ant subject. 

I  have  tlierefore  the  honor  again  to  request  that  the 
I'resident  will  cause  the  treaty  line  upon  the  northeastern 
limits  of  Maine  to  be  run  and  marked,  and  I  cannot  but 
hope  that,  on  a  re-examination  of  the  subj|ect,  your  excel- 
Uncy  will  concur  with  this  State  in  relation  to  the  right- 
fulness and  the  necessity  of  the  measure  proposed,  as  well 
iM  to  all  the  remedies  to  be  adopted  for  restoring  to  Maine 
tlie  invaluable  ^ghts  from  which  she  has  so  long  been  de- 
barred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  bi^h  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant,  ROBERT  P.  DUIMLAP. 

To  his  Excellency  Martin  Vak  Bmsir, 

President  of  the  United  Stales. 

Departxxnt  of  Statk, 
Washington,  August  17,  18^7. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  28 ih  ultimo,  to  the  President, 
was  duly  received.  It  has  been  referred  to  this  Depart- 
ment, with  instructions  to  make  a  suitable  reply. 

Your  excellency  is  of  opinion  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has,  for  a  series  of  years,  failed  to  protect  the  State 
of  Maine  in  the  exercise  of  her  jurisdictional  rights  to  the 
extent  of  her  boundary,  and  complains  that  these  rights 
have  been,  in  consequence  thereol^  subverted,  the  lands  of 
the  State  ravaged  of  their  most  valuable  productions,  and 
her  citizens  subjected  to  imprisonment  in  a  foreign  jail. 
Your  excellency  particularly  objects  to  the  course  of  the 
Federol  Government  for  having,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  State,  put  entirely  at  hazard  the  title  of  Maine,  admit- 
ted by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  perfect 
to  the  territory  in  question,  by  the  resort  to  diplomatic  dis- 
cussions, treaty  arrangements,  and  foreign  arbitration,  in 
which  Maine  was  not  permitted  to  speak ;  for  having  en* 
tered  into  a  stipulation,  without  her  consent,  purporting 
to  preclude  the  State  from  retaining  her  rightful  jurisdic- 
tion, pending  a  negotiation,  and  for  the  continuance  of  it 
after  that  negotiation  was  supposed  to  have  been  conclud- 
ed ;  and  for  an  omission,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  to  comply  with  an  application  of  the 
State,  made  through  her  Legislature,  to  have  the  boundary 


line  between  Maine  and  the  British  North  Americui  pos- 
sessions explored,  surveyed,  and  monumenu  erected  there- 
on, in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  (be  Presi- 
dent by  Congress,  and  of  a  request  made  bjf  your  excel- 
lency, which  is  now  renewed. 

The  views  which  your  excellency  has  been  plesicd  to 
take  of  the  subjea  at  this  time,  embrace  measures,  tooie 
of  which  have  long  since  ceased  to  be  operative,  and  reacb 
back  to  the  propriety  of  the  stipulations  entered  into  by 
the  treaty. of  Ghent;  also,  of  the  subsequem  negotiation 
designed  to  bring  those  stipulations  to  a  satisfactory  result, 
in  the  mode  prescribed  by  that  treaty— that  of  arbitrement. 
It  being,  as  your  excellency  statee,  the  opimon  of  Maine 
that  those  proceedings  were  unjust  and  unwise,  it  ie,  in  t 
matter  in  which  she  is  so  deeply  interested,  her  undoubt- 
ed right  to  say  so;  yet  the  President  thinks  tliat  be  caoBot 
be  misUken  in  believing  that  no  practical  good  can,  at 
this  time,  be  expected  from  discussion  between  the  Fed- 
eral and  Sute  Governments  upon  those  points.    Tbtt  the 
measures  referred  to  have  not  been  as  fortunate  in  iheir 
results  as  was  hoped,  is  entirely  true,  but  your  excellency 
may  nevertheless  be  assured  that  they  had  their  origin  in 
a  sincere  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government, 
to  discharge  all  iU  duties  towards  the  State  of  Maine  us 
member  of  the  Union,  and  were  resorted  to  in  the  full  be- 
lief that  her  just  rightt  would  be   promoted  by  their  adoiH 
tion.  .    . 

In  speaking  of  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  Maine  in 
reclaiming  her  rightful  jurisdiction,  your  excellency  doubt- 
lessly refers  to  the  understanding  between  the  Fedeial  Got- 
emmcnt  and  that  of  Great  Biitain,  that  each  party  should 
abstain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed 
territory  during  the  pendency  of  negotiation.  Unleee  it  be 
correct  to  say  that  the  controversy  was  one  that  did  not  admit 
of  negotiation,  and  that  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Goverwneot 
consiated  only  in  an  immediate  reaort  to  maintain  the  con- 
struction put  by  itself  upon  its  own  rights  and  those  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  such  an  arrangement  aa  that  alluded  to,  whetbw 
it  be  viewed  in  respect  to  the  inteiesta  or  the  pacific  ind 
just  character*  of  the  respective  Governments.  Tbaithis 
arrangement  was  not  abrogated  at  the  period  at  whicbyour 
excellency  is  understood  to  auppoae  that  it  ought  to  bate 
been  done,  viz :  upon  the  failure  of  a  setllcinent  of  the  con- 
troversy by  arbitration,  is  explained  by  evenU  of  sulse- 
quent  occurrence.  When  the  award  of  the  arbitrator  wtf 
aubmitted  by  the  late  President  to  Uie  Senate  of  thelniied 
State,  that  body  refused  iu  advice  and  consent  to  the 
execution  of  the  awani,  and  passed  a  resoluuon  recom- 
mending to  him  to  open  a  new  negotiation  with  ureei 
Britain  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  boundary  according  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.  That  negotiauon  was  lorin- 
with  entered  upon  by  the  Executive,  U  still  pending,  md 
has  been  prosecuted  with  unremitting  assiduity.  U  »  ^• 
der  such  circumstances  that  the  Federal  Executive  bai  Ce- 
cided  upon  a  continued  compliance  with  the  arrangem«"t 
referred  to,  and  has  insisted  also  upon  its  observance  on  tM 
parUif  Great  Britain.  . 

Considerations  of  a  similar  nature  have  wduced  »• 
President  to  refrain  hitherto  from  exercising  the  discreuon- 
ary  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  to  cause  the  boun- 
dary line  in  dispute  to  be  explored,  surveyed,  *»<* J°°^' 
ments  to  be  erected  thereon.  Coinciding  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Maine  on  the  question  of  the  true  boundsry  w- 
tween  the  British  provinces  and  the  State,  the  P'f***^ 
yet  bound  by  duty  to  conaider  the  claim  which  ha*  wen 
set  up  by  a  foreign  Power  in  amity  with  the  United  Sialtf, 
and  the  circumsUnces  under  which  the  n^otialion  for  «• 
adjustment  of  that  claim  has  been  uansmilted  to  him.  » 
could  not  be  useful  to  examine  the  foundation  of  the  BnUA 
claim  in  a  letter  to  your  excellency.  Respect  for  the  ao- 
thorities  of  a  friandly  nation  compeU  ua  to  admit  that  tWJ 
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himpersmded  themselvei  that  their  daim  is  josUy  ground- 
ed.  However  that  may  be,  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States,  upon  entering  on  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  found  that  a  distinct  proposition  had  been 
made  by  his  professor  for  the  purpose  of  amicably  settling 
this  long-disputed  controversy,  to  which  no  answer  has  yet 
btea  received.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  President 
was  not  able  to  satisfy  himself,  however  anxious  to  gratify 
the  people  and.  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  that  a  step  like 
that  recommended  by  ihem  could  be  usefully  or  properly 
taken. 

The  clause  containing  the  specific  appropriation  made 
by  the  last  Congress,  for  eiploring,  surveying,  and  mark- 
ing certain  portions  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  Sistes,  to  which  your  ezeellency  alludes,  is  by  no 
means  imperative  in  iu  character.  The  simple  legislative 
act  of  placing  a  sum  of  money  under  the  control  of  the  Ex- 
eeative  for  a  designated  object,  is  not  understood  to  be  a 
direction  that^t  must  in  any  event  be  immediately  applied 
to  the  prosecution  of  that  object.  On  the  contrary,  so  far 
from  implying  that  the  end  in  view  is  to  be  attained  at  all 
hiaards,  it  is  believed  that  it  merely  vests  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  President  to  carrry  out  the  views  of  Congress, 
OS  his  own  responsibility,  should  contingencies  arise  to 
render  eipedient  the  proposed  expenditure. 

Under  existing  circumstances  the  President  deems  it 
proper  to  wait  for  the  definitive  answer  of  the  British  Qov- 
emment  to  the  last  preposition  offered  by  ihe  United  States : 
when  rsceived,  a  further  communication  to  your  exoelieney 
nay  be  Ibund  proper ;  and  if  so,  will  be  made  without  un- 
oeceasary  delay.  ' 

It  cannot  be  neeessary  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the 
offiiuion  to  reply  to  your  communicaition  forwarding  to  this 
Department  the  resoluttoas  of  the  Legistature  of  Maine,  did 
not,  in  any  degree,  arise  either  from  a  want  of  respect  for 
their  wishes,  or  for  the  wishes  of  your  excellency,  or  from 
iodiflerence  to  the  interests  of  the  State.  When  these  reso- 
lutions  were  received,  there  was  every  reason,  at  no  distant 
day,  to  expect  what  is  now  daily  looked  for,  a  definitive 
HUOTer  to  the  proposition  just  alluded  to,  to  which  the  at- 
tiDtiosi'of  the  British  Government  had  been  again  forcibly 
iavited  about  the  time  those  resolutious  were  on  their  pas- 
•age.      Under  this  expeeUtion,  a  reply  to  the  application 
ftom  Maine  was  tismporarily  delayed ;  the  more  readily,  as, 
about  tba  time  of  its  receptiim,  the  Representatives  of 
Mfnlne,  acting  in  reference  to  one  of  those  resolotions,  had 
a  fail  and  free  conversation  with  the  President.     The  most 
recent  proceedings  relative  to  the  question  of  boundary 
were  shewn  to  them  in  this  Department  by  hia  directions, 
and.ibe  occasion  thus  aflTorded  was  cheerfully  embraced  of 
offering  frank  and  unreserved  explanations  of  the  Presi- 
dent's views. 

or  ihe  recent  eventa  which  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  Stats  of  Maine  to  the  question  of  the  northeastern 
boundary,  and  which  have  been  brought  by  it  to  the  notice 
of  the  PreaidoDt,  one,  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
Greely,  has  already  been  made  the  subject  of  communica- 
tion with  your  excellency.  All  that  it  was  competent  for 
the  Federal  Executive  to  do,  has  been  done.  Redress  has 
been  demanded,  will  be  insisted  upon,  ajid  is  expected, 
from  that  authority  from  whom  alone  redress  can  properly 
be  soaght.  The  President  has  followed  the  same  course 
that  was  pursued  by  one  of  his  predecessors,  and  which  was 
Qiiderstood  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  State  of  Maine  under 
ciitumstances  of  a  somewhat  similar  eharacfsr.  In  re- 
*p6cl  to  the  other— the  projected  construction  of  a  railroad 
hetweeo  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebeo-^a  representation  has 
heen  addressed  to  the  British  Government,  stating  that  the 
Proposed  measure  is  inconsistent  with  the  understanding 
hetween  the  two  Governments  to  preserve  the  slatuB  quo 
IB  tlie  dispatsd  territory  until  the  question  of  boundary  be 
***iefiaciorily  adjusted,  remonstrating  against  the  project  as 


contrary  to  the  American  claim,  and  demanding  a  suspen- 
sion of  all  further  movements  in  execution  of  it.  No  an- 
swer has  yet  been  received  to  this  communication.  From 
an  informal  conversation  between  the  British  minister  at 
Wdfihington  and  myself,  at  the  Department  of  Htale,  the 
President  is,  however,  firm  in  the  conviction  that  the  at- 
tempt to  make  the  road  in  question  will  not  be  farther 
pros  ecuted. 

I  am,  in  conclusion,  directed  to  inform  you  that  however 
unbounded  may  be  the  confidence  of  the  Legislature  and 
people  of  Maine  in  the  justice  of  their  claim  te  the  boun- 
dary contended  for  by  the  United  Slates,  the  PreMdent's  is 
not  less  so ;  and  your  excellency  may  rest  assured  that  no 
^exertions  have  been,  or  shall  be,  spared  on  his  part,  to 
bring  to  a  favorable  and  speedy  termination  a  question  in- 
volving interesU  so  highly  important  to  Maine  and  to  the 
Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  &r. 
JOHN  FORSVTH. 

His  Excellency  RoaxsT  P.  Duitlap, 

Governor  of  Maine, 

Departxkiit  of  Statf, 

Waahington,  August  25,  1837. 
Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the 
British  minister  at  Washington,  dated  yesterday,  stating 
that  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  the  immediate  diecontinuance,  by  the  col- 
onial authorities  of  Lower  Canada  and  New  Brunswick, 
respectively,  of  all  operations  connected  with  the  projected 
•railroad  between  the  cities  of  Qoeliec  and  St.  Andrew's. 

Mr.  Fox  took  occasion,  on  Wednesday  last,  to  inform 
rae  that  Mr.  Greely  had  been  discharged  from  imprison- 
ment at  Frederickton ;  a  fact  of  which,  doubtlessly,  -^oor 
excellency  has  been  sometime  since  spprized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  &c 
JOHN  FORSYTIL 
His  Excellency  Robxrt  P.  Dvulap, 

Governor  of  Maine. 

DiPAmTMxirT  of  Statk, 

Wtuhington,  March  23,  1837. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  S:ato  of  the  United 
States,  has  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  Mr.  Fox,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  to  a  subject 
which,  from  its  high  importance,  demands  the  prompt  con- 
sideration of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

It  appears  from  representations  and  documents  recently 
received  at  the  Department  of  State,  that  a  numi>er  of  in- 
habitante  of  the  town  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  New  Brunswick, 
associated  themselves  together,  in  the  year  1886,  by  the 
name  of  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  Railroad  Associa- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  public  notice  the 
practicability  of  constructing  a  rVilway  between  those  porta ; 
and  that  sundry  resolutions  were  passed  in  furtherance*  of 
this  object ;  that  the  project  was  sanctioned  and  patroniaed 
by  the  Governor- in-chief  of  British  North  America,  the 
Lieutenant  Governors  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  Legislatures  and  peo^e  of  the  provinces  of  Lower 
Canada  and  New  Brunswick ;  that  the  route  of  the  props* 
sed  railroad  had  been  explored  as  far  as  the  head-waters  of 
the  St.  John  river  by  surveyors  employed  by  the  associa- 
tion ;  that  an  act  has  actually  passed  the  Legislature  of  New 
Brunswick  incorporating  this  company :  and  that  a  similar 
act  was  expected  to  be  passed  in  Lower  Canada ;  that  letters' 
were  addressed  to  the  boards  of  trade  of  Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal, requesting  their  co-operation ;  thatt  hese  communica- 
tions were  favorably  received ;  and  that  petitions  had  been 
forwarded  to  hia  Britannic  Majesty,  signed  by  committees  of 
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the  asBociotion^  and  by  inhabitants  of  the  citie«  of  Qaebec 
and  Montreal,  soliciting  the  construction  ni  a  railway  be- 
tween the  ports  above-named,  or  the  extension  of  royal  aid 
and  protection  to  the  petitioners  in  the  proposed  under- 
taking. 

Without  allowing  himself  for  a  moment-  to  believe  that 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  will  in  any  manner 
countenance  the  projected  railroad  from  8t.  Andrew's  to 
Quebec,  when  tlie  slightest  inspection  of  the  map  of  the 
country  which  it  crosses  will  show  tbat  its  intended  loca- 
tion ^ould  be,  for  a  great  portion  of  the  route,  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  the  President  yet  sees  cause  for 
painful  surprise  and  deep  regret  in  the  fact  that  the  civil 
authorities  of  his  Majesty's  provinces  on  our  Northeastern 
borders  should  have  lent  their  encouragement  to,  or  should> 
in  -anywise,  have  promoted  an  underlaking  which,  if  per- 
severed in»  will  inevitably  lead  to  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences. The  object  of  the  association,  from  its  incep- 
tion, was  objectionable ;  since  it  could  only  be  effected  by 
entering  upon  territory  the  title  to  which  was  controverted 
and  unsettled ;  a  proceeding  which  could  not  fail  to  be  of- 
fensive to  the  Government  and  people  of  tbe  United  States. 
Still  more  unjustifiable  was  the  act  of  sovereignty  giving  to 
this  company  corporate  powers  over  property  known  to  be 
claimed  by  citizens  of  a  friendly  and  neighboring  State, 
and  which  constituted  at  the  time  the  subject  of  an  amica- 
ble negotiation  between  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  and 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  Preiident  regrets  to  see 
in  this  step  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  provincial  authori- 
ties and  subjects,  a  most  exceptionable  departure  from  the 
principle  of  continuing  to  abstain,  during  the  progress  of 
negotiation,  from  any  extension  of  the  exercise  of  jurisdic- 
tion within  the  disputed  territory  on  either  side;  the  pro- 
priety of  which  has  been  hitherto  so  sedulously  inculcated 
and  so  distinctly  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties.  An  under- 
standing that  this  principle  should  be  observed  by  them, 
was  the  natural  result  of  the  respective  positions  and  pa- 
cific intentions  of  the  two  Governments,  and  could  alone 
prevent  the  exercise  of  asserted  rights  by  force.  Without 
it,  the  end  of  all  negotiation  on  the  subject  would  have  been 
defeated.  If,  therefore,  nothing  had  been  said  by  either 
party  relative  to  such  an  understanding,  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  infer  that «  tacit  agreement  to  that  effect  existed 
between  the  two  Governments.  But  the  correspondence 
between  them  is  sufficiently  full  and  explicit  to  prevent  all 
misconception.  The  views  of  both  Governments  in  re- 
spect to  it  will  be  found  in  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  minister  of  Great.  Britain,  dated  the  18th  of 
January,  1826,  9th  of  January,  1 1th  of  March,  and  Uth  of 
May,  1829;  and  of  the  Briiish  minister..ta  the.  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  15th  of  November,  •  and  2d  of  December, 
1825;  16th  of  January,  1837;  18th  of  February,  and  2Sth 
of  March,  1828;  and  Uth  of  April,  1833;  as  well  as  in 
other  communications,  which  it  is  deemed  needless  now  to 
designate. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  by  the  President  to  inform 
Mr.- Fox  that  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  above  refer- 
red to  will  be  regarded  by  tlus  Government  as  a  deliberate 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  U()ited  States  to  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  and  as  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
jurisdiction  therein  by  the  BKtish  Government;  and  the 
.  undersigned  is  instructed  to  urge  the  prompt  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  most  appropriate  by-  his 
Majesty's  Government,  to  suspend  any  further  movements 
in  execution  of  the  proposed  railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to 
Quebec,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pending  negotiations 
between  the  two  Governments  relative  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceedings  above  alluded  to,  considered  in  connex- 
ion with  incidents  on  other  parts  of  the  disputed  boundary 
line,  weU  known  to  his  Msjesty's  minwteis,  would  seem  to 


render  it  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  thsss  libsnl 
and  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countrieg  which 
both  Governments  are  sonncerely  anxious  to  prpserve,  thet 
they  should  come  to  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  sohject. 
The  recent  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Msine,  to  which  the 
projected  railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to  Quebec  gavs  I'ue, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
line  established  by  the  treaty  of  1783  to  be  mn,  and  moo. 
uments  to  be  established  thereon,  and  tbe  appropritUon  of 
$20,000  by  Congress,  at  their  late  session,  to  eoaUe  the 
Executive  to  carry  that  request  into  effect,  with  a  subBe- 
quent  earnest  application  from  the  lepresentativea  of  Maine 
for  an  immediate  compliance  with  it,  afford  additional  in- 
centives to  exertion  to  bring  this  controveray  to  a  conclu- 
sion, not  to  be  disregarded  by  the  President  of  the  UniUid 
States. 

The  President,  therefore,  awaits  with  great  anxiety  the 
decision  of  his  Majesty's  Government  on  the  proposition 
made  by  the  undersigned  te  his  Majesty's  charge  d'aflain  «t 
Washington,  in  February,  1836,  suggesting  the  rirer  St. 
John's  fiom  its  mouth  to  its  source,  as  an  eligible  and  con- 
venient line  of  boundary.  No  small  degree  of  ditappoint- 
ment  has  been  felt  that  this  decision,  already  long  expect- 
ed, has  not  been  given ;  but  the  hope  is  entertained  that 
the  result  of  this  protracted  deliberation  ^ill  prove  favorable 
to  the  wiahes  of  the  President;  and  that,  even  if  that  prop- 
osition be  not  acceded  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  some  defi- 
nitive offer,  looking  to  a  prompt  termination  of  the  cootro- 
versey,  will  be  made  without  further  delay. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  ^this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Fox  the  assurance  of  his  diatinguished  conaiilentiofl. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

HairmT  S.  Fox,  Esq., 

Minister  Fknipoteniiary,  S(c, 

WxsHTKGTOsr,  MoTch  28,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  envoj  sxtn- 
ordinary  si^d  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  had  tbe  honor 
to  receive  the  official  note,  addressed  to  him  under  date  of 
the  23d  instant,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  Seeretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  subject  c^  information  reoetred  b;f 
the  United  States  Government  of  «  projected  railroad  be- 
tween the  cities  of  Quebec  and  8t  Andrew's,  and  npon 
certain  other  matters  connected  with  the  question  of  the 
boundary  line  lietween  the  United  States  vbA  tbe  BriUdi 
possessions  in  North  America. 

The  undersigned,  in*  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
President,  signified  in  Mr.  Forsyth's  official  note,  will  not 
fail  immediately  to  convey  that  note  to  the  knowledge.  <if 
his  Government  at  home ;  and  he  entettaiiis  no  dotibt  that 
his  Majesty's  Government  will  proceed  to  the  conaideration 
of  the  several  matters  therein  contained,  with  the  eenooa 
and  ready  attention  that  their  importance  deservei. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occatton  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Forsyth  the  assurance  of  his  high  esteem  and 
consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

Hon.  Jonr  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 

Wasuingtost,  Auguit  S4,  1637. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  official  note  which,  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  you  addressed  to  me  on  the S3d  of 
March  last,  respecting  a  projected  raib-oad  between  tha 
cities  of  Quebec  and  St.  Andrew's,  which,  it  was  apprehend- 
ed, would,  if  carried  into  effsct,  traverse  a  pai^  of  the  terri- 
tory at  present  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain  sod  tho 
United  States,  I  am  now  enabled  to  inform  you  that,  ia 
consideration  of  the  arguments  anil  observations  contsioed 
in  your  note,  her  Ma|esty's  Government  has  been  plfsacd 
to  direct  the  colonial  authorities  of  Lower  Canada  and  No^ 
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BratMwick«  retpeclivrly,  to  caofe  all  operations  connected 
with  the  above-mentioned  project,  within  the  limits  of  the 
disputed  territory,  to  be  immediately  discontinued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  Ac, 

H.  8.  FOX. 

Hon.  JoHir  Fobstth,  Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Slivenwn  to  Lord  Palrntrston. — Extract, 

The  andendgned  will  avail  himself  of  the  occfuuon  to  re- 
Dind  Lord  Palmeraton  of  the  urgency  which  exists  fur  the 
immsdiate  and  ftnal  adjustment  of  this  long-pending  con- 
troversy, [respecting  the  northeastern  boandaiy,]  and  the 
increassd  obstacles  which  will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its 
harmonious  settlement  by  these  repeated  collisions  of  au- 
thority, and  the  eiercise  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  by  either 
psrty  within  the  disputed  territory. 

He  begs  leave,  also,  to  repeat  to  his  lordship  assurances 
of  the  eamest.and  unabated  desire  which  the  President  feels, 
that  the  eontrotorsy  should  be  speedily  and  amicably  set^ 
tied,  and  to  express  the  anxiety  with  which  the  Govern- 
jneot  of  the  United  States  is  waiting  the  promised  decision 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  proposition  submit- 
ted to  it  as  iar  back  as  July,  183((,  and  which  the  under- 
fiigned  had  been  led  to  believe  would  long  since  have  l)een 
given ;  and  he  has  been  further  directed  to  say,  that  should 
tbb  proposition  be  disapproved,  the  President  entertains 
the  hope  that  some  new  one,  on  the  part  oi  her  Majesty's 
Government,  will  immediately  be  made  for  the  final  and 
favorable  termination  of  this  protracted  and  deeply- exciting 
controversy.  -.. 

The  undersigned  begs  Lord  Palmerston  to  receive  re- 
newed assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

23  PoaTLA3cp  Place,  August  10,  1837. 


DUTY  BOxNDS- RENEWAL  OF,  &c. 

Uttarfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  trmumiiting 
the  mformaiion  required  by  a  resolution  of  tkt  House 
of  HfpresenUdives  of  the  96M  instant^  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  duty  bonds  which  will  be  renewed  or  ex- 
tasded^  and  the  charges  thereon^  if  the  bill  which  has 
passed  the  Senate,  giving  further  time,  shall  become  a 
Jaw.    September  30,  1 837,  read  and  laid  upon  the  table, 

TamsuRT  VirArtTMEftx,  September  28,  1837. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  26th  insUnt,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  Uie  Treasury  to  furnish  **  a  statement  of  the  probable 
number  of  bonds  that  will  be  renewed  or  extended  under 
the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently  passed  the  Sen- 
8l«,  giving  further  time  on  duty  bonds  should  the  same  be- 
come a  law ;  also,  what  fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  required 
on  the  renewal  or  extension  bf  such  bonds,  and  whether 
such  fees  or  charges  can  with  propriety  be  reduced,"  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  from 
I  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  which  furnishes  the  informa- 
tion required. 

I  concur  with  that  officer  in  his  views  as  to  the  fees  which 
should  be  allowed  to  tho  district  attorneys. 
'  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
I  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

I  Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

t  Speaker  of  the  Houne  of  Representatives. 

J'  -        Ovrica  or  thb  Solicitor  of  the  Theasurt, 

J  September  27,  1837. 

Sir:  I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  the  resolution  of  the 
^oix^  of  Representatives  of  the  «6th  instant,  referred  by 


you  t#  this  office,  and  requesting  '<  a  statement  of  the  prob- 
able number  of  the  bonds  that  will  be  renewed  or  extended 
under  the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently  passed  the 
Senate  giving  further  time  on  duty  bonds,  should  the  same 
become  a  law ;  also,  what  fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  re- 
quired on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  such  bonds,  and 
whether  such  fees  or  charges  can,  with  propriety,  be  re- 
duced." 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  have  to  state  that  the  whole 
number  of  custom-house  bonds  reported  by  the  collectors  as 
delivered  to  the  several  district  attorneys  of  the  United  Stales 
since  the  12th  of  May  last,  is  8, 180.  Of  these,  it  appears 
by  the  records  of  this  office,  that  694  have  been  since  paid ; 
on  408  suits  have  been  instituted ;  4, 162  have  been  actually 
renewed  or  extended;  2,736  are  reported  by  the  district 
attorney  of  New  York  to  be  in  process  of  extension,  that 
is  to  say,  application  for  postponement  of  suit  has  been  made 
by  the  parties,  but  the  necessary  bonds  not  being  completed, 
the  actual  Extension  has  not  been  reported  to  this  office  ; 
end  the  reiidue,  being  281,  executed  at  other  ports  than 
New  York,  are  also  in  process  of  extension  or  in  suit,  the 
respective  district  attorneys  not  having  made  their  final 
reports  in  relation  thereto.  Among  these  bonds  are  not 
included  any  that  may  have  fallen  due  at  the  port  of  New 
York  during  the  present  month,  none  such  having  been 
reported  by  the  collector  as  delivered  to  the  district  attorney. 
It  is  impossible  to  form  any  calculation,  from  the  means  in 
my  possession,  of  the  number  of  these  outstanding  bonds 
which  the  parties  will  again  desire  to  have  renewed  or  ex- 
tended, should  the  bill  in  question  become  a  law. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have 
received  several  applications  from  district  attorneys,  and 
from  persons  indebted  to  the  United  States  on  custom  house 
bonds,  inquiring  wlmt  compensation  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
former,  where  the  institution  of  suit  was  postponed  on  the 
bonds,  either  before  or  after  they  were  due,  in  pursuance 
of  the  instructions  issued  from  this  office  on  the  15th  May 
last.  My  reply,  after  consultation  with  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, has  been,  that,  as  the  fees  to  be  charged  by  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  are  chiefly  regulated,  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  by  the  State  lawfi,  the  compensation  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney  depends  on  them  for  all  services  thereby  re- 
quired ;  and  that  for  such  as  are  not,  he  is  entitled  to  reason- 
able remuneration.  I  was  aware  of  no  authority  in  this 
office  to  interfere ;  but  referred  the  parties,  in  every  case 
where  they  might  think  any  costs  were  improperly  charged, 
to  the  district  judge,  as  the  person  vested  by  law  with  full 
authority  over  the  subject. 

Finding  no  general  rule  had  been  established  by  my  pre- 
decessor, in  regard  to  what  mighlibe  considered  a  just 
remuneration,  whore  there  were  no  costs  taxable  by  law ; 
and  being  desirous  to  submit  the  matter  to  theconuderation 
of  the  Attorney  General,  I  addressed  a  circubr  letter  to  the 
several  district'atiomcys,  inquiring  «*  whether  any  and  what 
amount  of  costs  for  these  services  have  been  taxed  or  allow- 
ed in  their  disQicts  by  the  tSistrict  judge ;  whether  any  and 
what  costs  are  allowed  for  them  by  the  fee  bill  under  which 
co|^  of  suit  in  tho  courts  of  the  United  States  are  there 
usually  taxed  ;'  or,  if  none  such  have  been  so  allowed  or 
provided  for,  whether  any  or  what  provision  applicable  to 
the  same  is  found  in  the  ^tate  fee  bill,  in  operation  either 
at  the  date  of  the  judiciary  act  or  at  present." 

To  nearly  all  these  circulars  I  have  received  replies;  and 
I  have  caused  an  abstract  of  the  whole  of  them  to  be  pre- 
pared, which  is  sent  herewith,  and  afibrds  the  fullest  state- 
ment in  my  power  to  communicate,  of  the  ••fees  or  charges 
that  have  been  required  on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  cus- 
tom-house bonds."  It  will  be  perceived  that  in  no  Suto, 
except  New  York  end  Alab^tma,  are  any  costs  allowed  by 
law  to  an  attorney  previous  to  the  institution  of  suit ;  that, 
in  a  few  of  the  States,  costs  allowed  on  the  institution  of 
suit  are  less  if  the  procce«lings  end  before  the  first  term  of 
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the  court,  ret'orn  of  the  writ}  or  appearance  of  the  defend- 
ant, than  if  further  continued ;  but  that,  in  most  cases, 
there  is  a  certain  sum  fixed  as  the  attorney's  fee,  which  is 
taxable  without  diminution  at  the  completion  of  the  suit. 
In  no  State,  except  New  York,  is  there  any  provision  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  an  attorney  for  preparing 
agreements  and  documents  into  which  the  parties  to  whom 
indulgence  is  granted  have  been  required  to  enter. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  whether  such  fees  or  charges  can 
with  propriety  be  reduced,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  is 
highly  expedient  that  some  definite  and  uniform  provision 
should  be  made  by  Congress  on  the  subject.  None  such 
now  exi«ts.  In  some  cases  no  charge  whatever  has  been 
made  by. the  district  attorney  for  the  services  rendered,  in 
the  belief  that  one  would  bo  established  before  the  payment 
of  the  bonds,  so  as  to  be  included  therein.  Tbe  labor  re- 
quired from  district  attorneys  is  very  considerable,  more, 
indeed,  than  is  usual  in  obtaining  judgment  in  an  undis- 
puted suit.  The  examination  of  the  propriety  of  postpone- 
ment, the  inquiry  into  the  sufficiency  of  new  security,  and 
the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  new  obligation,  aro 
responsible,  and  in  the  larger  ports  very  onerous  duties. 
In  the  other  cases,  where  charges  have  been  made  for  per- 
forming these  duties,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  va- 
ries considerably  in  the  different  States,  although  the  ser- 
vice performed  is  everywhere  the  same.  These  circum- 
stances make  it  impos-sible  to  suggest  any  general  rule  of 
reduction.  Such  discrepancies  certainly  should  not  exist. 
The  rule  of  allowance  in  each  case  should  at  all  events  be 
uniform  and  fixed  by  law.  Perhaps  it  would  be  just  that, 
in  every  instance  where  (he  extension  is  requested  by  the 
parties  to  a  bond,  the  same  fees  should  be  allowed  as  are 
provided  by  law,  on  the  termination  of  n  suit  before  the 
return  of  the  writ ;  or,  if  there  be  no  such  provision,  such 
fees  as  the  district  judge  may  deem  reasonable  for  the  ser- 
vice performed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  H.  D.  GILPIN, 

Solictor  of  the  Treasury, 
To  the  Hon.  Lkvi  Woodruht, 

Secretary  of  tlu  Treasury. 

Abstract  of  the  answers  of  the  district  attorneys  to  a  ctr- 
cular  of  the  Stdicitor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  July  1 3, 
I  §37,  relative  to  the  compensalion  to  which  they  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  the  fee  bill  under 
which  costs  are  usually  taxed  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  their  several  districts,  for  postponing  or 
renewing  duty  bonds,  under  the  instructions  from  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Tfea^iry  of  the  Iblh  of  May,  1837. 

District  of  Maine. — ^No  provision  is  uiude  by  any  law 
of  the  State  for  the  compensaiion  of  attorneys  in  cases  be- 
fore suit  coDimenced.  In  cases  continued  or  postponed 
after  suit  commenced,  the  allowance  by  the  State  fee  bill 
is  33  cents  for  every  ten  miles  of  travel  to  attend  court, 
reckoning  each  way,  and  33  cents  per  day  for  attendance 
at  court.  No  fee  for  postponing  duty  bonds  has  been 
charged  by  the  district  attorney,  or  taxed  by  the  court,  and 
there  is  no  usage  or  practice  fixing  the  comi^nsation  for 
such  services. 

District  cf  New  Hampshire, — No  provision  is  made  in 
any  law  or  fee  bill  in  force,  nor  by  any  usage,  for  compen- 
salion to  attorneys  before  the  institution  of  suit.  No 
charge  has  been  made  by  the  district  attorneys  for  these 
services. 

District  of  Massachusetts. — There  was  not  at  the  date 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  nor  is  there  since,  any  pro- 
vision in  the  fee  bill  of  this  State  for  the  fees  of  attorneys 
for  coUuction  of  demands  without  suit,  or  after  writ  made, 
if  the  action  is  settled  before  entry.  The  usage  has  been 
in  such  cases  to  charge  a  collecting  fee  to  the  dehtor. 


District  of  Rhode  Island. — ^There  is  no  firovisioii  for 
such  services  found  in  the  State  fee  bill  in  operation  at  th« 
date  of  the  judiciary  act,  or  at  present.  No  fee  has  been 
charged  or  received  for  postponing  these  bonds. 

District  of  Connecticut. — Costs  are  not  taxed  by  the 
court,  except  in  cases  where  a  judgment  is  rendered. 
Where  suit  is  commenced  and  process  issued,  and  the  mat- 
ter is  arranged  before  judgment,  the  costs  are  tued,  and 
received  by  the  attorney  who  institutes  tbe  suit,  and  vaiy 
according  as  more  or  less  is  done.  The  fee  in  case  of  post- 
ponement, after  suit  commenced,  is  about  $13;  in  caaeof 
postponement  before  suit  about  #9  34.  For  executing  the 
necessary  writings  in  postponing  duty  bonds,  a  fee  of  $8 
has  been  charged  in  each  case. 

District  of  Vermont. — No  provision  is  made  b^  ftlaie 
law  or  fee  bill.  No  bonds  have  been  postponed,  and 
consequently  no  charge  made. 

District  of  New  York. — ^The  compensation  of  attompys 
is  fixed  by  State  law  of  1799,  establishing  fee  bill  as  foL 
lows,  viz :  Retaining  fee  in  every  case  $3  62^,  and  37) 
cents  per  folio  for  drawing,  copying,  and  engrossing  in- 
struments prepared  for  the  extension  of  bonds.  For  ex- 
tending or  postponing  duty  bonds,  the  attorney  states  that 
his  fee  under  this  law  is  in  every  case  $6  64  ;  but  that, 
in  all  cases  where  the  bond  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
#200,  he  has  deducted  one-third  of  his  legal  charge. 

District  of  Pennsylvania. — ^The  feea  allowed  by  law  lo 
attorneys  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  (his  State  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

1st.  For  is^ing  precept  for  commencement  of  a  soit, 
entering  appearance,  &c.,  if  the  suit  is  ended  6f/or«  or 
during  the  sitting  of  the  first  court,  $3  33. 

2d.  In  suits  commenced,  and  ended  after  first  court  and 
before  judgment,  discontinuance,  or  non  pros,  the  further 
sum  of  $6  66. 

3d.  In  suits  prosecuted  to  judgment,  discontinuance,  ot 
non  pros.  $Q. 

The  above  ate  the  fees  which  the  district  attorney  is  al- 
lowed by  law  in  such  casea.  The  fee  charged  and  re- 
ceived by  the  district  attorney  for  postponing  doty  bonds 
is  $3  33. 

Maryland.— The  laws  of  Maryland  allow  in  f^&y  case 
an  appearance  fee  of  $10.  It  is  taxed  in  all  cases  of  snit, 
without  increase  or  diminution,  and  never  depends  on 
the  nature  or  amount  in  controversy.  The  fee  charged  br 
the  attorney  for  postponing  bonds,  where  the  debt  exceeds 
$300,  is  $10 ;  where  the  debt  in  $300,  or  le^  $5. 

Virginia. — A  lee  of  $20  is  allowed  by  law  in  all  ciTil 
suite,  and  is  taxed  without  increase  or  diminution.  The 
foe  charged  by  the  district  attorney  for  postponing  bonds 
where  the  debt  exceeds  $300,  is  $  1 0 ;  where  the  debt  ii 
$300,  or  less,  $5. 

North  Carolina. — A  fee  of  $12  50  is  allowed  in  all 
cases,  and  is  taxed  without  increase  or  diminutioa.  N^ 
fee  has  been  allowed  or  charged  for  postponing  oc  lenew- 
ing  bonds. 

South  Carolina. — No  provision  is  made  by  the  laws  of 
this  Slate  for  such  service,  and  no  fee  has  been  charged  l-v 
the  district  attorney,  or  allowed  by  the  diatrict  judge.  Tbe 
attorney  expected  the  compensation  to  be  fixed  and  charged 
at  the  time  the  bonds  should  be  paid. 

Georgia. — No  provision  is  made  by  the  laws  of  Georgia 
for  such  service ;  and  no  fee  has  been  charged. 

Alabama. — The  district  attorney  states  that  a  fee  of  $1^ 
is  taxed  and  allowed  by  tbo  district  judge  in  every  cast; 
that  the  attorney's  Iten  attaches  the  moment  a  bond  cones 
into  his  hands;  and  that  the  district  judge  tliinks  he  is 
entitled  under  the  laws  of  the  State  to  this  fee  for  post- 
poning duty  bonds,  under  tbe  circular  of  the  Solicitor. 

Louisiana.-^—^o  fee  is  allowed  attorneys  by  the  fee  bill 
under  which  coats  are  taxed  in  the  courta  of  the  United 
States  for  such  services,  and    no   provision  made  f(>r  his 
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conipenaation.  Formerly,  a  fee  of  $10  was  allowed  to  the 
attorney  of  the  party  prevailing  in  suits  in  the  pariah  and 
8uta  coarts;  that  has  been  repealed,  and  there  is  now' no 
provisioii  in  such  cases.  No  charge  has  been  made  or  al- 
lowed for  postponing  duty  bonds  under  the  circular  of  the 
Solicitor. 


SUB-TREASURY  SYSTEM. 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaswy,  transmiiiing 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses  attendant  upon  a 
sub-Treet9ury  system.  September  30,  1837,  read  and 
hid  upon  the  table, 

Tbsasubt  Depabtkeitt,  September  80,  1837. 
SiB :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  on  the  28th  instant,  and  re- 
ceiTed  at  the  Department  this  day  ; 

yResohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  House  with  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  sub-treasuries  which  will  be  required,  U  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  in  certain  cases 
OD  public  officers  should  become  a  law ;  and  further,  how 
many  new  officers  must  be  created  ;  if  any,  how  many  new 
buildings  to  be  erected,  and  what  will  be,  as  nearly  as  he 
can  estimate  it,  thp  annual  expense  of  the  system  y  what 
the  salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers,  or  what  will  be  the  com- 
missions to  which  they  will  be  entitled." 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  would  state  that  I  have 
had  recurrence  to  the  printed  bill  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives '*  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  in 
certain  cases  on  public  officers,  and  for  other  purposes," 
and  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion. Under  that  bill,  if  in  ita  present  form  it  should  be- 
come a  law,  I  should  not  feel  authorized  to  appoint  any 
namber  of  "new  officers^"  whether  called  <*subtreasu- 
len^"  or  otherwise,  and  created  either  to  keep  or  disburse 
the  public  money.  The  bill  seems  merely  to  impose  fur- 
ther duties,  as  depositaries,  on  the  officers  now  existing, 
and  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  and  lands, 
and  in  the  Post  Office  and  mint.  The  number  of  those 
in  each  of  these  establishments,  if  that  information  be  de- 
sired, appears,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  more  accurately 
than  could  otherwise  he  stated  without  delay,  in  the  last 
Biennial  Register,  published  by  the  State  Department,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Congress,  and  to  which  I  would  respect- 
foljy  refer  for  that  purpose. 

As  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  may  be  observed  that,  in 
one  of  the  plans  sugg^ted  by  this  Department  in  the  re- 
port at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  it  was  proposed 
tliat  from  four  to  ten  "  new  officers,"  separate  from  and  in- 
dependent of  those  now  in  existence,  might  be  authorized 
to  act  as  commissioners,  or  keepers  of  the  public  money, 
at  those  important  points  where  it  should  accumulate  much 
beyond  the  current  expenditures. 

But  that  plan  does  not  appear  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
bill  before  mc. 

In  reply  to  the  third  question,  I  would  state  that  no 
**  new  buildings"  seem  to  be  contemplated  by  this  bill,  nor 
have  any  been  considered  necessary  by  this  Department. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  inquiry,  "  what  will  be,  as  near- 
ly as  be  can  estimate  it,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system ; 
what  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  officers,  or  what  will  be 
the  commissions  to  which  they  will  be  entitled,"  the  follow- 
Vkg  statement  is  prssented  : 

As  the  bill  now  stands,  in  the  fourth  section,  an  allow- 
UQs  exista  which  covers  the  additional  expenses  authorized 
W  ita  provisions. 

That  allowance  is  not  considered  as  sanctioning  any  eomr 
>ussion%  or  any  new  salaries,  to  any  of  the  keepers  of  the 
public  money.     * 

Bat  if  independent  commissioners  or  agenta  had  been 
■oihorizedy  as  proposed  in  one  of  the  plans  submitted  by 
Vol.  XIV.— a  15 


the  Department  for  consideration,  it  was  estimated  that 
their  number  would  be  only  from  four  to  ten,  and 'their 
salaries  not  exceed  on  an  average  ^2,000  annually,  with- 
out commissions. 

That  plan  not  being  adopted,  the  only  additional  expen- 
ses of  the  system  annually,  as  permitted  by  the  above  sec- 
tion  in  the  present  bill,  would  be  «  for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests 
or  vaulta,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe -keeping, 
transferring,  and  disbursing  said  moneys." 

It  is  computed  that,  in  all,  from  ten  to  twenty  addition- 
al clerks  may  Iw  necessary  at  the  most  important  pointa  of 
collection  and  disbursement.  As  the  warranta  paid  at  the 
places  of  the  greatest  receipta  and  disbursementa  do  not 
generally  exceed  four  or  five  per  day,  that  number  of 
clerks  will  probably  be  amply  sufTicient. 

Fifteen  at  $1,000  salary  per  year  will  be  $15,000,  and 
it  is  not  supposed  that  the  compensation  need,  on  an 
average,  exc^  that  amount. 

At  a  similar  number  of  places  additional  iron  chests, 
safes,  or  vaulta  may  be  necessary ;  but,  as  they  now  exist 
at  several  porta  and  land  offices,  and  the  first  cost  of  them 
will  not  have  to  be  renewed  annually,  it  is  computed  that 
the  yearly  expense  for  these  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$10,000. 

The  only  other  additional  expenses  contemplated  will  be 
some  small  items  for  blank  books,  transfers,  ice  But  the 
last  will  probably  not  amount  to  any  thing  beyond,  if  it 
equal,  what  is  now  paid  for  conveying  money  to  the  banks 
from  the  land  offices. 

Should  fhe  Treasurer,  as  recommended  in  my  recent  r^ 
port  on  the  finances,  bo  permitted  to  receive  money  in  ad- 
vance for  lands,  at  such  pointa  as  may  be  selected  by  him 
for  public  convenience,  little  or  no  expense  whatever  will 
occur  in  transfers. 

The  whole  additional  expense  under  the  bill  mentioned 
is,  therefore,  computed  not  to  exceed  yearly  the  aggregate 
of  $25,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury, 

To  the  Honorable  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 


September  30,  1837.  Submitted  to  the  House  of  Repn- 
untathes  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Estimate  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  its  out' 
standing  resources  ana  liabilities  on  ike  let  of  January, 
1838,  excluding  the  amount  deposited  with  the  States, 
and  assuming  that  ten  miiliota  of  Treasury  notes  will 
have  been  issued,  and  that  all  the  custom  noose  bonds 
and  claims  upon  the  bonks  be  postponed  till  next  year. 

Estimated  to  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 

1st  October,  in  money,       -    $1,000,000 
Do    do    in  the  mint,  -         600,000 

$1,600,000 

Estimated  receipta  in   the  last  quarter  from 

lands  and  customs,  -  -  -       2,000,000 

Do    do     from  Treasury  notes,       -  -     10,000,000 

13,600,000 
Expenditures   in  the  last  quarter,  including 
new  appropriations  made  at  the  present  ses- 
sion for  the  Florida  war,  the  expenses  of 
the  session,  the  payment  of  debentures,  dtc. ,   1 0, 600,000 

$3,006,000 
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Outstanding  resources, 
Probable  amount  which  will  re- 
main unpaid  by  the  banks,  and 

payable  in;  838,     -  -      ^7,000,000 

Custom-house  bonds  payable  in 

1838,  -  -  -       6,000,000 

Bonds  in  suit,  -  -       1,000,000 

Bonds  due  from  the  suiferers  by 

the  fire  in  New  York,  payable 

in  1839-'40,  and  '41,  -       1,000,000 

Instalments  due  from  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States  in  1838 -'39, 

and  *40,  exclusive  of  interest,    6,000,000 


21,000.000 
$24,000,000 


Liabilities. 

Outstanding  appropriations,  de- 
ducting the  amount  which  may 
probably  be  curtailed,         -    ^12,000,000 

Treasury  notes,         -  -       10,000,000 


$22,000,000 


TREASURY  NOTES. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
copies  of  his  correspondence  with  individuah,  banks, 
^c,  in  relation  to  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  under  au- 
thority of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Oc- 
tober d/ 1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tbiaburt  DEPA»TMiifT,  Octobcr  3,  1837. 

Sib  :  This  report  is  presented  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution, raceived  the  2d  instant,  in  the  following  words : 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  connmunicate  to  this  House  copies  of  all  official 
correspondence  between  the  Department  and  ail  indi- 
viduals, banks,  or  other  corporations,  relative  to  a  bill  now 
before  Congress  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  issuQ  of  Treasury  notes,  and  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  such  notes ;  together  with  copies  of  all 
documents  or  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  relative 
thereto." 

Sometime  since  it  was  perceived  that  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses  of  Congress  had  reported  bills  pro- 
viding for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  on  an  interest  to  be 
regulated  by  the  President,  but  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent. 
It  was  obvious  If  such  a  measure  should  become  a  law,  in 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  Treasury  as  to  funds  on 
the  seaboard,  that  a  great  pressure  and  a  strong  public  ne- 
cessity would  exist  for  the  immediate  emission  of  some  of 
those  notes.  But  they  could  not  properly  be  issued  with- 
out fixing  on  the  face  of  them  a  definite  rate  of  interest ; 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  this  rate  should  be  such  as 
was  just  and  proper  for  the  public  claimants  as  well  as  the 
Government,  considering  the  present  condition  of  the  money 
market.  For  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Department  season- 
ably to  obtain  full,  practical,  and  direct  intelligence  on  that 
point,  a  circular  was  prepared,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
marked  A.  It  was  supposed  that  the  replies  which  might  be 
received  would,  in  connexion  with  oral  communications  and 
other  information  accessible  here,  furnish  sufficient  facts  to 
enable  the  President  to  decide  at  once  upon  the  appropri- 
ate rate  of  interest  for  such  an  amount  of  notes  as  the  im- 
mediate wants  of  the  public  service  on  the  seaboard  might 
require. 

The  circular  was  addressed  to  several  banks  and  capital- 
ists in  those  cities  which  were  least  distant,  and  in  which 
the  funds  that  could  be  raised  upon  the  Treasury  notes 


would  probably  be  first  needed.     A  list  of  sU  the  banks  and 
persons-to  whom  it  was  sent  is  added.   (B.) 

Such  answers  as  have  been  received  are  subjoined.  (C 
No.  I  to  14.) 

No  further  communications  have  been  made  by  the  De- 
partiTient,  growing  out  of  those  answers,  except  in  one  \n< 
stance,  to  the  firm  of  Prime,  Ward,  and  King.  A  copy 
of  that  is  annexed.  (D.)  The  above  is  believed  to  be  til 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  and  ovbera  in 
relation  to  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Should  a  bill  pass  similar  to  either  of  those  now  before 
Congress,  in  respect  to  Treasury  note8,'it  is  contemplated 
to  limit  the  issues,  whether  made  to  individual  creditors  or 
to  lenders  of  money,  to  such  an  amount  only  as  may  be 
necessary  for  meeting  the  most  urgent  demands  on  \he 
Government,  till  full  time  for  general  advertisements  and 
oflfers  has  elapsed  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  notei 
subsequently  paid  out  can  then  be  fixed  at  a  similar  or  dif- 
ferent rate  of  interest,  taking  care  to  keep  within  the  legal 
limitation  and  conform  to  any  essential  change  which  may 
occur  in  the  money  market,  or  in  the  disposition  of  eUber 
creditors,  capitalists,  or  banks,  to  take  them  on  termi  ma- 
terially different. 

The  Department,  however,  from  all  the  information  in  its 
possession,  entertains  no  doubt  that  funds  in  specie  can  be 
obtained,  or  that  creditors  will  be  disposed  to  accept  in  pay- 
ment, at  a  rate  of  interest  within  the  limitation  proposed  in 
the  bill,  notes  sufficient  in  amount  for  carrying  on,  vigor- 
ously and  promptly,  the  public  service. 

Respectfully,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Jamfs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

A. 

Trsasubt  DsPAmTxxwT,  Sept.  — ,  1837. 

Sib  :  A  bill  is  now  before  Congress  to  authoiize  dit 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treai- 
ury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sumif  as  he  may  think  expedient; 
but  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  amount  of  potei  iantA, 
the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denominations 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to 
be  reimbursed  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from  tlie  dates  of  the  said  notei 
respectively. 

I  will  thank  you  to  state  whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  your  bank  will  agree  to  receive  iha 
said  notes  from  the  Government,  and  givetheTressorerof 
the  United  States  a  credit  for  the  amount ;  to  be  drawn  foe 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  payable  in  specie  if  ^"''^ 
and  if  so  to  state  what  amount  your  bank  will  receive,  and 
the  lowest  rate  of  interest  to  be  borne  by  said  notes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


*  Cashieb  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
B. 


The  accompanying  printed  circular,  relative  to  the  »«• 
of  Treasury  notes,  was  addressed  to  the  following  bank' 
and  individuals : 

Banks. — Maine  Bank,  Portland  ;  Commercial  Bao^ 
Portsmouth;  Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston;  Mercbantf 
Bank  Boston ;  Bank  of  America,  New  York ;  ManbatUn  * 
Company,  New  York ;  Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia;  l-nioQ 
Bank  of  Md.  Baltimore ;  Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 
S.  Carolina,  Charleston  ;  Plantera'  Bank.  Ga ,  Savannah; 
Branch  Bank  of  Ala.,  Mobile  ;  Commercial  Bank.  N-  Or- 
leans ;  Union  Bank,  Louisiana,  New  Orleans ;  Bank  of 
Virginia,  Richmond. 

*  When  addressed  to  individuals,  iha  word  voti  vras  subsiHuud  H 
ypwr  bahk^  and  the  address  at  lbs  DuUom  maoe  to  cocrespoad. 
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hdividtiaU—DsiviL]  Ilennhaw,  Boston ;  Peter  C.  Brooks, 
Boston ;  J.  R.  Beers,  New  York ;  J.  J.  Astor,  New  York; 
Prime,  Ward,  &.  King/New  York ;  J.  Wright  &  sons,  N. 
York;  Jacob  Ridgway,  Philadelphia ;  Charles  McAlister, 
Philadelphia;  John  A.  Brown,  Philndelphia ;  Wm.  David- 
son &  son,  Philadelphia^  Alex'r  Brown  dc  sons^altinaore; 
Wm.  Wilnon,  dt  sons,  Baltimore';  Robert  Gtimor,  Balti- 
more ;  J.  I.  Cohen,  jr.  6l  Brothers,  Baltimore. 

C  No.   1. 

B\?rK  OF  AtfsiiicA,  September  22,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  printed  commanication  of  the 
19th  instant,  inquiring  whether  this  bank  would  be  willing 
to  take  any  and  what  portion  of  the  twelve  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  in  case  they  shall  he  issued  as  contemplated, 
and  at  what  rate  of  interest;  the  amount  of  the  notes  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
subject  to  bis  drafts,  payable  in  specie  if  required.  In  re- 
ply, I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  the  banks  and  th4)  commercial  interests  of  the 
country,  there  are  considerations  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest that  render  it  difiicuU  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
your  inquiry. 

The  paramount  duty  of  the  banks  to  retiume  their  pay- 
ments in  specie  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  and  the 
desire  and  disposition  of  this  bank  is,  to  stand  ready  at  all 
times  to  co-operate  fully  and  efTectually  in  the  measure, 
nndern  it,  in  our  opinion,  very  doubtful  whether  we  could 
at  this  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  properly  and 
consistently  assume  the  new  and  extended  liabilities  that 
we  should  incur  by  the  receipt  of  any  considerable  amount 
of  Treasury  notes,  as  suggested  in  your  letter ;  certainly 
not,  nnless  upon  such  terms  as  would  be  perfectly  sure  to 
render  them  equal  to  and  convertible  into  specie  at  any 
and  all  times  Insfore  they  shall   bo  redeemed.     Without 
that,  we  could  not  with  propriety  incur  the  liability  to  pay 
for  them  in  specie,  as  we  should  thereby  certainly  weaken 
the  hank,  and  if  not  actually  prevent,  at  least  render  it  less 
siile  to  resume  payments  in  specie  at  the  proper  time. 
The  question  therefore  presents,  will  the  Treasury  notes, 
bearing  an  interest  of  even  six  per  cent.,  and  redeemable 
liter  twelve  months,  be  equal  in  value  or  equivalent  to 
ipecle  in  this  and  our  other  principal  cities  1     We  think 
Doty  ao  long  at  least  as  specie  payments  shall  be  suspend- 
ed, and  for  reasons  that  must,  I  think,  be  evident  and  con- 
cJasive.     We  deem  it,  therefore,  inexpedient  for  this  bank 
to  make  any  offer  at  this  time  for  any  portion  of  the  IVeas- 
nry  notes  upon  the  basis  named  in  your  lotter. 

I  thus  frankly  state  to  you  our  present  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  offer  them  willi  reluctance,  because  wo  should 
not  only  be  gratified,  but  esteem  it  a  particular  duty  under 
existing  circnm^itances,  to  avail  ourselves  of  any  suitable 
opportunity  to  render  this  bank  useful  to  the  Treasury  and 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  country. 

I  have,  the  honor  to  be*  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  NBWBOLD,  President. 

Hon.    IfKVI  WOOOBURT, 

Secretary  (if  the  Treasury  U.  S,  Washington. 
C  No.  2. 

CiinAiin  Bank, 
Philadelphia,  September  21,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  received  duly  your  communication  of  the  19ih 
iQ«tant,  in  which  you  inquire  whether,  in  the  event  of  an 
iisuc  of  Treasury  notes  being  authorized  by  Congress, 
this  bank  will  agree  to  receive  such  notes  from  the  Govern- 
iQeDt,  and  give  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8t<ites  a  credit 
for  the  amount  received,  payable  in  specie  if  required  ;  and 
if  so,  requesting  to  know  what  amount  the  bank  will  re- 
ceive, and  the  lowc.n  rate  of  intercut  to  be  borne  by  paid 
notes. 


In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that, 
under  existing  circumstances,  this  bank  would  not  be  wil- 
ling to  increase  its  immediate  specie  liabilities,  and,  therefore, 
would  not  undeiE^ke  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  Treasury 
notes  above  alluded  to,  upon  terms  which  would  involve 
the  necessity  of  their  temporary  redemption  by  us  in  specie. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    ' 
WILLIAM  D.  LEWIS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbxtrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  3. 
Baltimobk,  September  23,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  of  the  19th  instant,  which  my  absence  from  town 
till  last  evening  prevented  me  from  replying  to  cnrlier. 

The  operation  in  Treasury  notes  proposed  by  the  De- 
partment on  which  your  inquiries  arc  founded,  is  one  so 
foreign  to  my  visual  course  of  business  that  I  should  rehic- 
tantly  engage  in  it  at  any  time,  but  in  the  present  unsettled 
state  of  the  currency,  I  am  constrained  respectfully  to  de- 
cline it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedtpnt  servant, 

ROBERT  GILMOR. 
Hon.  S£cnETAUT  of  the  Treasury. 

*C  No.  4. 

Bakk  of  the  Maitbattam  CoxrAST, 

New  York,  September  22,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
esteemed  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed  to  the  cashier 
of  this  company,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  board  of 
directors  at  their  next  meeting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ik»,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant. 

M.  GEL8T0N,  Pres.  M.  C. 
Hon.  Ltvi  Woo  n HURT, 

Secret ary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  6. 

Cox  MO  R  WEALTH   BaRK. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  1 9th  instant,  relative  to  (he  con< 
templated  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  came  duly  to  hand.  The 
directors  are  of  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  impracticable  for 
this  institution,  in  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  to  ob- 
ligate  itself  to  supply  specie  for  Treasury  notes.  'I'hey 
would  respectfully  state,  that  should  thut  Department  require 
this  bank  to  negotiate  the  notes,  or  to  pay  them  out  on 
drafto  payable  in  notes,  this  service  will  l>e  cheerfully  ren- 
dered. Respectfully, 

CHARLES  HOOD,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Let  I  Woodruut, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  ^o.  6. 
Baltimore,  September  20,  1837. 
Sir  :  We  have  received  your  coninmnicalion  relative  to 
the  Treasury  notes  which  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the 
President  to  issue.   We  lieg  leave  to  tender  you  our  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  proposition  therein  contained,  but  being 
exclusively  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  seldom  im- 
porting articles  subject  to  duty,  tliese. notes  would  not  be 
available  for  any  purposes  connected  with  our  buaine:  s, 
and  it  would  not  be  desirable  fur  us  to  receive  them. 
We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  oltedicnt  servants", 

WM.  WILSON  dc  80N«. 
Hon.  Levi  Woorbuht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  7. 
Baltimorf,  September  20,  1837. 
Sin  :  Wc  feci  obliged  for  your  communication  respect- 
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ing  the  Treasury  notes  expected  to  be  issued.  The  price 
at  which  specie  can  be  obtaineil  being  very  uncertain, 
and  the  time  proposed  by  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the 
notes  being  so  short,  we  are  unwilling  to  make  any  offer 
for  them.  If  they  had  three  or  four  years  to  run,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rale  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  we  think 
(hey  would  be  made  available  as  a  remittance  to  England. 
We  remain  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 
ALEX.  BROWN  &  SONS. 

Hon.  LlTI  WOODBURT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
C  No.  8. 

BosToir,  September  26,  1837. 
Sin :  I  am  in  recuipl  of  your  circular  of  the  i9th,  respect- 
ing Treasury  noted. 

I  do  not  wish  to  take  any  notes  on  (ho  terms  proposed, 
payable  in  specie  on  demand ;  but  will  with  great  pleasure 
receive  and  disburse  them  (or  (he  Government,  if  desired. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  HEN8HAW. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

C  No.  9, 
Union  Bakk  of  Mabtlaitd,  Sept.  26,  1837. 

8iB :  Your  circular,  under  date  of  19th  instant,  in  refer- 
ence to  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  has  been  received,  and 
I  am  desired  by  the  board  of  directors  to  state  to  you  that 
they  have  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  that  an  an- 
swer will  be  returned  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

H.  W   EVANS,  President. 

Hon.  Lavi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Trecuury. 

CNo.  10.  4 

New  York,  September  22,  1837. 

Sill :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  tbe  1 9th  instani,  and  in  reply,  beg 
to  state  that  the  existing  state  of  affairs  renders  it  difficult 
to  name  a  specie  rate  for  Treasury  notes  under  tbe  proposed 
law,  which  would  at  once  be  deemed  respectful,  and  consist- 
ent with  our  own  interest. 

We  think  Treasury  notes,  bcsring  interest  at  five  and 
two-fifths  per  cent,  per  annum,  of  the  description  named, 
would  now  command  in  specie  from  93  a  94  per  cent.,  but 
until  tbe  law  be  passed  and  its  probable  efl'rcts  considered, 
it  would  not  be  practicable  to  name  a  definite  rate. 

During  Mr.  Dallas's  administration  of  the  Treasury 
Depaitment,'we  realized  for  the  Government  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  Treasury  noteit,  convertible  in(o  7  per  cent, 
stock,  on  commission,  drc,  placing  the  avails  in  various 
quarters  as  tbe  exigency  of  the  case  required  ;  snd  we  should 
cheerfully  render  any  service  in  our  power  upon  similar  terms. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  fir,  respectfully  yours, 
PRIME,  WARD,  &  KING. 

Hon.  Skchktirt  of  the  Treasury. 

CNo.  11. 
Philadxlpiiii,  September  22,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  received,  in  due  course,  your  circular  of  the  19th 
instant,  advising  that  a  bill  is  now  before  Congress  author- 
izing the  President  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
and  inquiring  on  whst  terms  I  would  agree  to  receive  said 
notes  and  give  the  Treasurer  of  tbe  United  States  credit  for 
the  amount  so  received,  snd  to  be  drawn  and  psyablc  in 
specie,  if  required. 

In  the  present  deranged  state  of  our  currency,  and  the 
.  difficulty  of  procuring  specie,  I  should  feel  (hat  I  was  in- 


curring too  much  risk  to  enter  into  an  engagement  of  ibtt 
nature  at  the  present  tipie. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servint, 

J.  RIDGWAY. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  12. 
pBiLADBiiPRiA,  September  25,  1837. 
Sir  :  At  the  close  of  the  last  week,  we^had  the  honor  to 
receive  your  circular  of  the  19th  instant,  desiring  us  to  ttite, 
in  the  event  of  Congress  authorizing  the  President  to  nan 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  the  amount  and  tension  which 
we  would  agree  to  take  some  of  them.  At  prennt  we  an 
not  inclined  to  engage  in  this  bnsiness. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  lervanis, 
WM.  DAVIDSOiN  &  SONS. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  13. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
September  27,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  had  the- honor  to  receive  your  circular  ktter  of  the 
19th  instant;  and  the  same  has  been  laid  before  our  boird 
of  directors,  who  direct  me  to  say  that  they  should  bshap(iy 
to  receive  Treasury  notes  from  the  Government,  aod  give 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  credit  for  the  tmoaut, 
to  be  drawn  for  as  may  be  necessary ;  provided  the  same  can 
be  paid  in  the  bills  of  the  bank,  drafts  on  Boston  banks,  or 
Treasury  notes,  at  the  option  of  the  claimant 

Tbe  amount  of  the  Treasury  notes  may  be  limited  to  the 
sum  required  for  the  public  service  here ;  the  notea  to  bear 
such  rate  of  interest  as  may  be  agreed  on  in  larger  6m- 
It  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  bank,  without  great 
sacrifice,  to  furnish  specie  for  the  drafts  of  tbeTreuarerof 
the  United  Sutes,  while  the  banks  in  the  large  citiea  con- 
tinue the  suspension  of  specie  payments;  besides,  ifitwai 
once  understood  that  the  bank  was  under  an  agreeoirat 
with  the  Treasury  to  pay  all  public  dues  in  specie,  it  would 
be  demanded  in  every  case. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  MELCHER,  Jr.,  Cajkitx. 

Hon.  Leti  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  U. 

Bank  or  Viroiria,  September  30, 1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  in  rsgird to  th* 
receipt  of  Treasury  notes,  was  duly  received.  While  lb* 
board  of  dire^'tors  have  respectfully  considered  (he  fobject, 
they  do  not  feel  justified  in  agreeing  to  receive  such  ooiifi 
under  tbe  obligation  to  pay  specie  fur  them  during  (he gen- 
eral suspension  of  specie  payments  by  tbe  banks.  The 
amount  of  payments  to  the  United  States  in  this  quarter » 
£o  Inconsideralde,  that  it  is  probable  tbe  bank  could  difpo« 
of  very  few  of  the  Treasury  notes,  unless  the  rate  uf  iota- 
est  they  should  bear  might  induce  money-lenders  to  take 
them  for  the  sake  of  that  interest. 

I  have  to  add,  that  this  bank  will  readily  afford  all  tbe 
facility  in  its  power  to  the  circulation  of  such  Treasury  not* 
as  may  come  into  its  possession  in  tbe  way  of  businei^f' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedinl 
servant,  A.  ROBINSON,  Jn.,  Cashirr. 

Hon.  Levi  Wooobvrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

D. 

TrBASVRT  DsPARTMBirT,  &/?/.  28,  1837. 

Gektlkmbk  :  Your  communication  of  the  82d  vraido|y 
received,  and  should  your  services  be  required  hereafter,  in 
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the  manner  proposed,  it  will  afford  me  much  pleasure  to 
•consider  your  proposition. 

I  remain,  veiy  re«i>ectfaliy,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

S.creiary  of  the  Treasury, 
Messrs.  Pbimk,  Ward,  and  Kiyo,  New  York, 


ANNEXATION   OP   TEXAS   TO    THE    UNITED 
STATES. 

Message  from  the  Prrsident  of  the  United  States,  m  com- 
pliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  13/A  instant t  rejecting  mi  annexation  of 
Texas  to  tJie  United  States,  October  3,  1837,  read 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativea  of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  an  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  Sutes,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  ac- 
companied. M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washihotojt,  September  30,  1837. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

ThB  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  13th  in- 
Stan  t,  requesting  ••  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
comJBUiiicate  to  that  House,  if  in  his  opinion  it  should  be 
compatible  with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  proposi- 
tion has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  Texas 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Ihe  said  f epublic  of  Texas  to  this  Union ;  and,  if 
such  progpsition  has  been  made,  what  answer  has  been 
returned,  and  all  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
relating  thereto,"  has  the  hooor  to  lay  before  the  Preeideot 
'copies  of  all  the  correepondence  which  has  taken  place  be- 
tween  this  Government  and  that  of  Texas,  on  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  referred,  and  to  represent  that  the  inquiiy 
made  in  that  resolution  is  answered  by  the  documente  now 
respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

DxpAKTMBirr  or  Stats, 

Washingtony  September  30,  1837. 

General  Hunt  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 

Texiast  Lboation, 
Washington  city,  August  4,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  in  conformity 
with  instructions  from  his  Government,  asks  the  consider- 
ation of  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  sulject  of  a  proposition  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  which 
proposition  he  bos  now  the  honor  mobt  respectfully  to  sub- 
mit. 

In  presenting  the  question  through  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  this  Government, 
the  undervig^od  solicits,  in  advance,  the  greatest  indul- 
gence for  the  latitude  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  in 
openings  this  negotiation.  The  subject  is  one  of  so  much 
magnitude  that  it  is  impossible,  in  a  single  paper,  to  ex- 
hibit even  its  general  outlines,  and  the  undersigned  will 
perhaps  have  sufficiently  trespassed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  he  shall  have, 
in  the  first  place,  briefly  set  forth  a  comparative  history  of 
Texas  and  Mexico,  which  has  been  so  much  misrepresent- 
ed by  the  recent  envoy  of  Mexico  to  this  Government,  and 
when,  in  the  second  place,  he  shull  have  stated  the  main 
ground  upon  which  the  union  of  the  two  republics  is  pro- 


posed by  Texas,  and  shall  have  concluded  by  suggesting 
some  few  of  the  great  advantages,  both  national  and  social, 
which  would  result  to  the  two  contracting  parties  from 
the  proposed  amalgamation  of  their  respective  sovereignties. 

With  the  exception  of  the  first  Presidency  under  the 
federal  constitution,  that  of  Victoria,  Mexico  has  exhibited 
a  series  of  revolutions,  attended  with  the  most  disastrous 
civil  wars.  Iturbide,  who  was  chosen  and  proclaimed  by 
a  licentious  soldiery,  was  dethroned  and  put  to  death, 
after  a  short  reign,  too  turbulent  to  be  regarded,  even  dur- 
ing that  brief  period,  as  a  Government.  The  righto  of 
property, were  not  respected,  and  foreign  merchanta  as  well 
as  native  were  exposed  to  his  rapacity.  Witness  the 
seizure  of  money  at  Perote. 

After  the  downfall  of  Iturbide,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  of  1824,  which  is  a  transcript  of  that  of  the 
United  States,  affairs  were,  for  some  time,  conducted 
peaceably,  and  were  only  interrupted  by  the  episode  of 
the  revolt  of  General  Bravo,  the  Vice  President.  Yet, 
during  that  period,  the  laws  of  nations  were  repeatedly 
violated,  and  the  property  of  foreign  merchanta  preyed  up- 
on by  the  corrupt  and  venal  agenta  of  the  Government. 
(See  the  history  of  the  claims  of  American  citizens.) 

The  termination  of  Victorians  presidency  was  disgraced 
by  the  quarrel  between  the  rival  candidates  for  the  succes- 
sion, which,  after  a  bloody  contest,  terminated  by  elevating 
to  the  Presidency  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  General 
Guerrero,  and  the  banishment  of  Pedrazo,  his  competitor. 
A  short  year,  marked  with  disorder  and  misrule,  termina- 
ted the  career  of  this  revolutionary  hero.  The  struggle 
cost  him  bis  power  and  his  life,  and  the  whole  country 
was  convulsed  by  this  civil  strife.  The  Vice  President, 
Bustamente,  succeeded  Guerrero,  but  the  war  continued 
in  different  parts  of  Mexico,  rendering  life  and  property 
insecure.  After  a  short  period  of  convulsions,  Bustamento 
was  banished  and  Santa  Anna  succeeded  to  power.  He 
was  elevated  by  the  jomt  efforts  of  the  aristocaacy  and  the 
priesthood,  who  made  use  of  the  successful  soldier  of  for- 
tune to  overthrow  the  free  institutions  of  the  country.  His 
reign  of  misrule  and  career  of  blood  will  be  presently  no- 
ticed. He  is  now  at  Mango  do  Clavo,  the  tiger  in  his 
lair,  ready  to  go  forth  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  It 
is  true,  Bustamente  is  again  in  power,  but  it  is  notorious 
that  the  people  have  bren  juggled  out  of  their  liberties,  and 
are  dissatisfied.  The  Government  which  was  their  choice 
has  been  overthrown,  and  centralism  forced  upon  them  by 
the  sword  ;  this  chai^  sanctioned  by  mock  acta  of  a  spu- 
rious legislature,  and  the  States  reduced  to  submission  by 
force. 

With  this  brief  view  of  the  factious  struggles  of  Mexico, 
the  undersigned  approaches  the  exposition  of  the  history  of 
Texas,  which  he  conceives  to  be  an  important  preliminary 
to  the  due  consideration  of  the  subject  of  annexation. 

Until  the  settlement  of  Austin's  first  colony  in  1821, 
Texas,  for  the  most  part,  was  an  unexplored  wilderness. 
The  Spaniards  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  reipcue  it  from 
the  wild  tribes  of  the  forest.  So  early  as  the  year  1698. 
the  old  Spanish  town  of  Bexar  was  founded  ;  in  1716,  La 
Bahia,  aflerwards  Goliad;  Nacogdoches  in  1732;  Victoria  . 
at  a  later  period.  But  these  old  Spanish  settlemento  con^ 
tinned  to  be  surroqnded  by  prowling  parties  of  savage  In- 
dians, and,  up  to  the  year  1821,  Toxian  civilization  was 
only  to  be  found  within  the  narrow  precincta  of  their  res- 
pective jurisdictions. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1821,  Moses  Austin  obtained 
permission  from  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  eastern 
internal  provinces  of  New  Spain,  at  Monterey,  to  settle  a 
colony  of  emigrants  in  Texa?,  and  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber following,  his  son,  Stephen  P.  Austin,  who  had  un- 
dertaken the  enterprise  in  obedience  to  the  testamentary 
request  of  his  father,  appeared  upon  the  river  Brazos  with 
the  first  Anglo-American  .settlers.     From  that  [leriod  may 
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be  dated  the  Anglo-American  history  of  a  country  which 
has  grown  into  notice  with  unexampled  rapidity,  and  al- 
ready presents  itaelf  as  another  monument  of  the  indomita- 
ble energy  of  the  extraordinary  race  by  which  it  was  popu- 
lated. 

In  the  mean  time  Mexico  ha<]L  shaken  off  the  Spanish 
yoke,  and  established  herself  ^6  a  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent Government.  Anxious,  however,  to  increase  her  po- 
litical influence  and  resources  by  every  means  in  her  pow- 
er, and  prompted  by  a  desire  to  repress  the  Indians  on  her 
northern  frontiers,  observing,  too,  the  beneficial  effects  re- 
Bulting  from  the  liberal  system  of  naturalization  adopted  in 
the  United  States,  she  determined  to  pursue  a  similar  course 
of  policy  in  relation  to  aliens. 

Accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1823,  a  national 
colonization  law  was  adopted  by  the  Mexican  Congress, 
and  approved  by  the  Emperor,  Don  Augustin  Iturbide,  and 
on  the  18th  of  February  a  decree  was  issued,  authorizing 
Austin  to  proceed  with  his  colony ;  which  decree,  after  the 
abdication  of  Iturbide,  and  the  change  of  government  con- 
sequent thereon,  was  confirmed  by  the  first  Executive 
Council,  in  accordance  with  a  special  order  of  the  Mexican 
Congress. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1 824,  the  federal  constitution  of 
Mexico,  based  upon  that  of  the  United  States,  was  proclaim- 
ed as  the  established  polity  of  the  land ;  and,  by  a  decree  of 
(he  7th  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  the  provinces  of  Texas 
and  Coahuila  were  provisionally  united,  to  form  one  of  the 
constituent  and  sovereign  States  of  the  Mexican  confederacy. 

On  the  18th  of  August  another  general  colonization  law 
was  passed,  and  ratified  by  the  Supreme  Government  at 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  foreigners  emigrating  to  the  coun- 
try, and  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  said  law,  were 
guarantied  in  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  property, 
and  ail  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  Mexican 
citizens.  Moreover,  by  the  State  colonization  law  of  Coa- 
huila and  Texas,  of  the  24  th  of  March,  1825,  they  were 
8pocifically*mvited  to  come  and  settle  within  the  limits  of 
that  especial  State  jurisdiction. 

Under  these  various  enactments,  but  particularly  aflcr 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  current  of  em- 
igration continued  to  flow  in  and  spread  itself  with  acceler- 
ated rapidity  over  the  fertile  domain  of  the  then  province  of 
Texas.  The  forest  gave  way  to  the  axe  of  the  pioneer ;  the 
wild  prairie  to  the  ploughshare  of  the  husbandman.  Plant- 
ations were  opened.  Villages  sprung  up  on  the  hunting- 
grouud  of  the  savage.  New  colonies  were  introduced, 
planted,  fostered,  and  matured;  and^n  the  brief  period  of 
nine  years  from  the  first  settlement  under  Austin,  the  en- 
terprise of  the  Anglo-American  settler  had  explored  the 
whole  southern  moiety  of  the  province,  redeemed  it  from 
the  wilderness  of  the  wild  beast  and  the  savage,  covered  it 
with  a  hardy  and  iudustrioUs  population,  and  intermixed 
bis  labor  with  its  most  valuable  soils. 

True,  in  emigrating  to  Texas,  the  enterprising  colonist 
had  expatriated  himself,  and  forcgote  the  well-tried  insti- 
tutions of  his  uiolhcrlaiid ;  but  the  institutions  he  now  lived 
under  were  modelled  upon  those  he  had  reluctantly  aban- 
doned. His  Bpiritff  and  his  habile,  and  his  inbred  and  un- 
compromising republicanism  continued  the  saute,  and  he 
was  as  ready  to  resiirt  the  invasion  of  his  chartered  rights 
under  the  Mexican  constitution  of  1824,  as  ho  would  have 
been  to  have  thrown  himself  into  the  breach  in  behalf  of 
that  sacred  insttument  under  which  he  had  been  born  and 
educated. 

Up  to  the  year  1830,  the  people  of  Texas  had  taken  but 
little  concern  in  the  series  of  political  convulnions  which 
had  so  closely  followed  one  another  in  the  interior  of  Mex- 
ico. S  J  long  as  they  were  left  unmolested  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  own  rights,  their  natural  disposition  fur  peace 
restrained  them  from  participating  in  the  internal  commo- 
tions tff  the  other  State;}.  But  their  rapidly  growing  strength, 


and  steady  adherence  to  republican  principles,  began  now 
to  attract  the  notice  and  excite  the'  jealousy  of  the  Bapreme 
Government.  -  This  was  plainly  evinced  by  the  passage  dP 
the  arbitrary  law  of  the  6th  of  April,  1630,  by  which  the 
further  introduction  or  immigration  of  American  icttien 
into  Texas  was  expressly  and  totally  prohibited  for  the  (a- 
ture.  Military  posts  were  established  over  the  pTovince ; 
the  civil  authorities  were  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas,  for  a  time,  were  subjected  to  the  capricious 
tyranny  of  unrestrained  military  misrule. 

In  1832,  Bustamente  had  established  himself  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  federal  constitution.  The  colonists  now  flew 
to  arms.  On  the  26th  of  June,  wjth  greatly  inferior  nam- 
hers,  they  besieged  and  took  the  fort  of  Velasco.  They 
then  attacked  the  garrison  at  Anahuac,  and  redaced  that 
aUo.  This  achievement  was  shortly  followed  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  garrison  at  Nacogdoches,  and,  in  Deecm^r 
of  the  same  year,  upon  the  suspension  of  hostilities  between 
Generjils  Santa  Anna  and  Bustamente,  the  colonists  found 
themselves  once  more  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  conslitution  and  the  laws  under 
which  they  consented  to  become  Mexican  citizens, 

1833.  Texas,  now  conscious  of  her  integral  strength, 
and  anxious  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  State,  in  confoTni- 
ity  with  the  decree  of  the  7th  of  May,  1824,  which  hsd 
promised  and  secured  to  her  a  separate  constitution,  so 
soon  as  she  was  in  possession  of  the  neoeaaary  elements  of 
self-government,  assembled  a  general  convention  at  San 
Felipe,  for  the  purpose  of  draughting  an  instrument  suited 
to  the  wants  and  peculiar  character  and  habits  of  her  people. 
Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  Stephen  F. 
Austin  was  commissioned  to  present  the  constitution  agreed 
upon,  with  a  petition  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  said  deaeeof 
the  7th  of  May.  The  respectful  petition  of  the  people  of 
Texas  was  treated  with  disdain,  and  their  commissioner  in- 
carcerated in  a  dungeon.  « 

1835.  Affairs  were  now  verging  to  an  important  cridis. 
General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  had  openly  decla- 
red in  favor  of  centralism,  which,  however  specious  in  iu 
pretences,  was  really  based  upon  the  downfall  of  the  SfaUJ 
Governments,  and  the  conaolidation  of  all  power,  ciWi  aud 
military,  in  the  hands  of  a  single  individual.  Many  ol  the 
States  had  recourse  to  arms  in  support  of  their  sovereignty, 
and  Santa  Anna  took  the  field  against  them.  The  blood- 
stained march  of  the  usurper  was  invariably  attended  with 
the  most  triumphant  success.  One  by  one  the  States  top- 
pled and  fell.  The  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and  Tex»  wsi 
dissolved  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  noble  i^tate  of 
Zacatecas,  battling  to  the  last  for  her  liberties,  and  weltering 
iu  the  life-blood  of  her  butchered  citixena,  wasforcrdtoyieU 
to  the  relentless  terms  of  the  dictator.  Mexican  liberty  fled, 
and  found  her  only  place  of  refuge  among  the  Aoglo-Atnc 
ricans  of  Texas. 

Corresponding  committees  of  safety  and  vigilance  werf 
now  formed  in  all  the  municipalities  of  ihe  province.  \Vith 
a  single  voice,  they  declared  for  the  support  of  the  consli- 
tution, and  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms.  There  was  no 
alternative  left  them,  and  the  people  of  Texas  plunged  into 
the  contest  for  the  protection  of  their  liberties.  On  the 
28th  of  September,  1835,  they  defeated  a  detachment  ot 
Mexicans  at  Gonzales.  On  the  9th  of  October,  they  stonn- 
ed  and  took  the  strong  fortress  of  Goliad.  In  the  »amf 
month,  -  they  invested  the  city  of  San  Antonio  de  Bewf- 
On  the  28th,  they  fought  the  battle  of  Conception,  and 
with  ninety-two  men  obtained  a  signal  victorj'  over  foor 
hundred  Mexican  regulars.  On  the  3d  of  November,  thc> 
captured  the  garrison  at  Sepnntillan.  Shortly  after,  thn 
defeated  the  enemy  at  San  Patricio.  On  the  8tb,  the  Mex- 
icans were  again  discomfited  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio. 
On  the  26th,  they  were  once  more  routed,  with  very  con- 
siderable loPS.  On  the  5ih  of  December,  the  town  of  San 
Antonio  was  atormeJ  by  three  hundred  Americans,  untlrr 
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the  gallant  Milam,  and,  after  five  days'  incessant  fighting, 
General  Cos  was  forced  to  capitalate,  and  thirteen  hundred 
Mexicans  were  set  at  liberty,  on  their  parole  of  honor  "that 
they  would  not,  ia  any  way,  (thereafter,)  oppose  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  federal  constitution  of  1824.*'  Thus 
ended  the  first  campaign,  and  the  tri-colored  flag  of  the 
constitution  still  continued  to  wave  in  Texas — but  of  all 
Mexico,  in  Texas  alone. 

November  3,  1835.  In  the  mean  time,  the  delegates  of 
the  people  bad  assembled  in  <<  general  consultation"  at 
San  Felipe  de  Austin.  Their  deliberations  resulted  in  a 
solemn  declaration  that  they  had  taken  up  arms  in  defence 
of  the  republican  principles  of  the  federal  constitution  of 
1824 ;  that  they  would  continue  faithful  to  the  Mexican 
confederacy,  so  long  as  it  should  be  governed  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  that  were  framed  for  the  protection  of 
(heir  political  rights;  that  they  were  no  longer  morally  or 
civilly  tK>und  by  the  compact  of  union,  but  that,  stimulated 
by  the  generosity  and  sympathy  common  to  a  free  people, 
they  ofifered  their  support  and  ai;sistance  to  such  of  the 
members  of  the  confederacy  as  would  take  up  arms  against 
military  despotism.  This  declaration  met  with  no  response 
from  the  interior,  and  Texas  was  left  alone  and  single- 
handed  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  forces  of  the  dictator. 
In  the  month  of  February,  1836,  General  Santa  Anna 
appeared  on  the  river  San  Antonio,  in  Texas,  at  the  head 
of  a  well-appointed  army  of  eight  thousand  men.  On  the 
21^  he  entered  the  town  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  and 
the  Texian  garrison,  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  re- 
tired within  the  walls  of  the  Alamo.  On  the  6tb  of  March, 
after  an  incessant  bombardment  of  several  days,  the  Alamo 
was  taken  by  assault,  and  Travis,  Bowie,  and  Crockett, 
iFitb  their  little  band  of  heroes,  were  all  put  to  the  sword. 
The  Mexican  loss  before  this  fort,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
amounted  to  near  fifteen  hundred.  On  the  18th  of  March, 
Dear  Goliad,  the  Texians  under  Fannin  were  surrounded 
and  attacked  by  a  much  superior  force  of  Mexicans  under 
ITrrea,  in  the  middle  of  an  open  prairie.  The  enemy  were 
at  first  beaten  oflf,  but  the  next  morning  receiving  a  strong 
reinforcement  with  artillery  from  Goliad,  the  Toxian  troops, 
being*  completely  hemmed  in,  and  cut  ofi*  entirely  from  wa- 
ter, eurrendered  on  condition  of  being  released  on  parole, 
and  transported  to  the  United  States.  The  terms  of  the 
capitnlatioQ  were  shamefully  violated,  and  Fannin  and  his 
comrades  were  treacherously  massacred  in  cold  blood. 

Notwithstanding  the  near  approach  of  the  Mexican 
forces,  reeking  as  they  were  from  their  recent  victories  in 
the  interior,  and  headed  by  a  leader  whom  they  believed  to 
be  invincible,  the  newly -elected  convention  met  at  Wash- 
ington at  the  appointed  time,  and,  in  conformity  with  their 
insftmctioDS,  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1836,  made  a  formal 
and  ahsolate  declaration  of  independence.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  frame  a  constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple of  independent  Texas  for  adoption ;  and,  after  organiz- 
*  ing-  a  Government  ad  interim,  composed  of  a  President, 
Vice  Preefdent,  and  cabinet,  they  adjourned  in  time  for 
many  of  their  number  to  join  the  patriot  army  under  Gen- 
eral Houston  before  his  meeting  with  the  enemy.  .  On  the 
Slat  of  April 'Texian  independence  was  sealed  and  conse- 
crated by  the  blood  of  its  enemies  on  the  field  of  San  Ja- 
cinto. The  Mexican  General  and  President  was  there  met 
by  General  Houston,  the  division  he  commanded  in  person 
totally  annihilated,  he  himself  was  made  prisoner,  and  be- 
came a  aappliant  for  the  poor  boon  of  his  forfeited  life,  at 
the  ban^Js  of  a  magnanimous  victor.  On  the  24th  of 
April  the  ahattered  remnant  of  the  Mexican  army,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  only  four  thousand  worn-out  and  dispirited 
wretcbeaiy  commenced  their  retreat  in  the  most  miserable 
condition,  and  were  permitted  to  leave  the  country  with  all 
posrible  celerity,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  armi- 
stice agreed  upon  with  their  captive  leader  and  his  next  in 
commatid. 


It  is  thus  that  Texian  independence  has  been  achieved. 
The  justice  of  this  Government  has  proclaimed  to  the  world 
its  acknowledgment  of  that  independence,  and  its  recogni- 
tion of  Texas  as  one  of  the  sovereignties  of  the  earth.  The 
undersigned  feels  emboldened  by  these  high  reflections,  and 
approache.«,  with  an  anxious  sulicitude,  but  a  just  confi- 
dence, the  proposition  to  unite  the  two  people  under  one 
and  the  same  Government. 

Numerous  examples  of  the  amalgamation  of  sovereign- 
ties may  be  found  in  the  history  of  nations,  but  force,  and 
not  a  mutual  affection  and  interest,  has  been  the  general 
inducement  to  the  formation  of  such  bonds,  and  it  is,  per- 
haps, impossible  to  find  in  the  annals  of  any  age  a  com- 
plete precedent  of  the  one  now  under  discussion.  Texas 
seeks  to  be  annexed,  first  and  foremost,  because  she  is  a 
nation  of  the  same  blood  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  history  of  this  country  is  her  history.  She 
claims  annexation  by  the  kindred  ties  of  blood,  language, 
institutions ;  by  a  common  origin,  by  a  common  history, 
and  by  a  common  freedom.  Her  g^lant  sons  were  born 
upon  your  soil,  and  they  exult  in  the  conviction  that  at 
Goliad,  San  Antonio,  Conception,  and  San  Jacinto,  they 
attested  the  legitimacy  of  their  Anglo-American  blood ;  and, 
appealing  to  victories  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  they  ask  if 
the  single  star  of  Texas  is  not  worthy  to  be  added  to  the 
brilliant  cluster  on  their  mother  flag  1 

In  the  short  period  of  two  years  Texas  has  revolted, 
formed  a  provisional  Gcvernment,  declared  her  indepen- 
dence, achieved  it  by  the  sword,  formed  and  adopted  a 
civil  coniititution,  established  a  permanent  Government, 
and  obtained  at  the  hands  of  one  of  the  most  }K)werful  Gov- 
ernments in  the  world  an  acknowledgment  of  her  indepen- 
dence. She  has  a  territory  estimated  at  near  two  hundred 
thousand  square  miles ;  a  population  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, capable  of  promptly  throwing  in<o  the  field  an  army 
of  eight  thousand  strong ;  and  such  ts  the  fertility  of  her  soil, 
and  the  industry  of  her  people,  that,  besides  the  productions 
necessary  for  the  support  of  her  population,  her  exports  of 
cotton  will  probably  this  year  amount  to  fifty  thousand 
hales.  Her  revenue,  arising  from  imposts  and  taxes  under 
a  law  of  the  late  Congress,  without  reference  to  the  income 
accruing  from  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  has  been  es- 
timated at  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  great  extent  of 
her  j)ublic  domain,  capable  of  sustaining  a  population  of 
ten  millions,  embracing  every  variety  of  soil,  and  blessed 
with  a  climate  most  propitious  for  agricultural  pursuits, 
justifies  the  assertion  that  Texas  is,  for  her  population,  a 
nation  of  equal  resources  with  any  other  on  the  globe.  The 
undersigned,  therefore,  feels  confident  that*  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  people 
of  Texas,  iu  assigning  their  affection  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  as  their  principal  reason  for  desiring  annex- 
ation, are  amply  provided  with  all  the  resources  to  become 
of  themselves  a  powerful  nation. 

Thus,  then,  it  is  that  Texas,  in  seeking  to  place  herself 
among  the  States  of  the  Union,  is  prompted  mainly  by  a 
filial  reverence  for  the  constitution  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  She  has  no  expectation  of  an  invasion, 
much  less  of  a  reconquest,  at  the  hands  of  Mexico.  The  hu- 
miliating defeat  and  capture  of  General  Santa  Anna  at  San 
Jacinto  is  too  fresh  upon  the  memories  of  her  soldiery  to 
justify  the  indulgence  of  any  such  apprehensions.  Nor 
does  she  seek  annexation  as  a  shield  of  protection  against 
the  interference  of  European  monarchies.  Since  the  recog- 
nition of  her  independence  by  the  Goternment  of  this 
country,  she  has  too  much  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  and 
the  justice  of  England  and  France  to  suppose  that  cither 
of  the  crowned  heads  of  those  two  nations  will  occupy  any 
other  than  positions  of  the  most  decided  neutrality  with 
reference  to  the  diflliculties  between  Mexico  and  herself; 
and  should  this  proposition  of  annexation  not  be  acceded 
(O  by  this  Government,  she  confidently  expects  at  the  ha  nd 
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of  everjr  civilized  nation  of  Europe  the  honors  of  a  recogni- 
tion as  a  preliminary  stop  to  the  formation  of  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce. 

In  reviewing  the  interests  of  the  two  republics,  involved 
in  this  question  of  annexation,  the  undersigned  cannot 
concede  that  the  United  States  encounters  an  equal  sacri- 
fice with  the  people  of  Texas.  Texas  brings  to  this  nego- 
tiation not  only  the  resources  already  recapitulated,  but  her 
sovereignty.  She  brings,  too,  that  which  in  the  eyes  of 
the  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  will  constitute  the  material 
ground  for  the  formation  of  the  most  liberal  commercial 
treaties,  viz :  her  immense  forests  of  live  oak,  comprising, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  President  Houston,  in  his 
message  of  the  5th  of  May,  1837,  "four-fiflhs  of  all  that 
species  of  timber  now  in  the  world/'  She  brings,  too,  a 
market  for  all  the  various  manufactures  and  for  all  the  ag- 
ricultural products  of  the  United  States,  excepting  those  of 
cotton  and  sugar,  and  these  she  will  contribute  from  her 
own  soil  to  swell  the  already  colossal  amount  of  the  exports 
of  this  nation.  The  territory,  and  with  it  the  enterprise  of 
the  country  will  be  Extended;  her  political  power  will  be 
increased,  and  the  undersigned  trusts  that  he  will  not  be 
considered  intrusive  in  expressing  his  deep  conviction  that 
the  union  of  these  States  will  be  strengthened  by  the  an- 
nexation of  a  people  whose  proudest  impulses  are  for  its 
continuance  and  glory. 

What  advantage  the  United  States  brings  to  this  nego- 
tiation, the  undersigned  will  not  presume  to  suggest.  Her 
immense  resources,  her  splendid  fleetSi  her  power  to  raise 
armies,  her  magnificent  Government,  her  uuexamplfd  ca- 
reer of  prosperity,  \ex  incomparable  administration  of  jus- 
tice, and,  finally,  all  her  attributes  of  greatness,  are  sources 
of  as  much  congratulation  to  the  people  of  Texas  as  they 
can  possibly  be  to  herself.  What  Texas  wishes  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government  of  this  Union  is  simply  annexa- 
tion, an  amalgamation  of  flags ;  and  the  undersigned  as- 
sures the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  that  this  is  the 
solitary  advantage  which  he  seeks  to  gain  in  this  negotia- 
tion, but  which,  he  begs  leave  to  say,  he  hopes  to  accom- 
plish upon  the  high  principle  of  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
just  rights  and  dignity  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Texian 
nation. 

The  undersigned  will  not  conceal  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State,  his  apprehensions  that  any  delay  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  annexation  may  be  fatal  to  its 
ultimate  accomplishment.  Diplomatic  relations  with  fo- 
reign Powers  are  now  in  the  progress  of  being  establi«hed, 
and  the  result  of  these  interchanges  will  be  commercial 
treaties,  involving  difficulties  which  may  be  insurmounta- 
ble in  any  subsequent  arrangement  of  the  question,  and, 
therefore,  the  undersigned  is  especially  instructed  to  urge, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  immediate  discussion 
and  negotiation  of  a  treaty  of  annexation.  Texas  is  not 
disposed  to  yield  to  any  foreign  nation  the  privileges  of  her 
coast,  involving  the  command  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  nor 
can  she  concede  them  to  the  United  States,  unless  in  a 
treaty  of  union.  As  an  independent  Power,  her  interests 
would  conflict  with  those  of  the  United  States,  and,  with- 
out annexation,  her  struggle  in  the  formation  of  commer- 
.  cial  treaties  would  most  naturally  be  directed  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  principle  of  a  preference  of  her  cotton  and 
other  products  in  foreign  markets  over  those  of  the  United 
States,  and  sucfa~Telfttions,  when  once  established,  would, 
it  will  be  at  J)nce  perceived,  very  much  embarrass,  if  not 
render  totally,  impracticable,  a  treaty  of  annexation. 

It  is  a  matter  not  to  be  disguised,  that  Texas  must  chiefly 
people  her  extensive  domain  from  the  United  States.  With 
a  soil  better  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  sugar 
than  that  of  this  country,  and  with  all  the  benefits  of  com- 
mercial treaties  concentrated  upon  the  advancement  of  these 
two  interests,  «ho  would  present  herself  as  a  powerful  rival 
to  the  agriculture  of  this  Union.     With  the  same  political 


.  institutions,  a  cheaper  soil,  and  superior  advantages  to  tlis 
cotton  and  sugar  planter,  she  would  drain  this  country  of 
much  of  its  most  valuable  labor  and  population,  but  whether 
to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  aflect  the  iitterest  of  the 
United  States,  the  undersigpfied  will  not  presume  to  sug- 
gest. Texas,  too,  as  an  independent  nation,  must,  in  the 
regulation  of  her  land  system,  present,  in  the  cheapnen  of 
her  prices,  the  highest  inducements  to  emigration;  and 
will,  no  doubt,  soon  claim  the  attention  of  that  tran«-At* 
(antic  enterprise  and  capital  which  now  flow  into  the  Uui- 
ted  States. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  most  respectfully  to  suggest 
to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  in  the  event  of 
Texas  remaining  in  the  attitude  of  an  independent  Power, 
there  will  arise,  from  the  very  strict  resemblance  of  the 
people  and  the  institutions  of  the  two  countries,  many 
questions  of  conflicting  interest,  the  adjustment  of  wfatdi 
will  be  most  diflicult  and  painful.  It  would  be  imposnbU 
for  the  people  of  Texas  to  regvrd  those  of  the  United  States 
in  the  character  of  foreigners,  and  separated  from  one 
another  by  only  an  imaginary  line.  It  may  Curly  be  pre- 
dicted that  the  local  authorities  of  the  two  Powers  would 
come  into  frequent  and  violent  collision.  The  adminiatra- 
tion  of  the  law  would  be  interrupted,  or  its  penalties  eva- 
ded ;  and,  in  the  general  entanglement  of  jurisdictiona  upoo 
the  frontier,  it  is  feared  that  public  justice  would  not  be 
wtll  sustained.  It  would  be  impracticable  for  either  Pow« 
to  enforce  ita  revenue  system,  and  should  the  tariffs  of  tiie 
two  countries  difler  essentially,  as  must  be  the  case,  nothing 
but  the  enforcement  of  the  most  cruel  and  unpopular  lawi 
could  possibly  secure  the  just  collection  of  custom-booie 
duties. 

The  undersigned,  in  discussing  this  question,  beg*  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  fact,  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  insure  to  the 
United  States  the  complete  command  of  the  Golf  of  Mex- 
ico. There  is  no  point  on  the  whole  coast  of  that  magnifi- 
cent sea  more  admirably  suited  to  the  purposes  of  a  nival 
depot  than  Galveston ;  and,  aitaated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of 
interminable  groves  of  live  oak,  ships  of  war  might  be  built 
and  equipped  for  sea,  as  it  were  within  alg^t  of  the  very 
forests  out  of  which  t'ley  were  constructed.  This  country 
having  already  a  vast  interest  to  protect  on  the  ahorea  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  concentrated  Uade  of  the  Weit  ai 
Mew  Orleans,  of  Alabama  at  Mobile,  and  of  the  Florida 
cities,  would  find,  in  the  possession  of  Texas,  the  roeam 
of  occupying  a  position  of  decided  supremacy  over  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf;  and  it  is  questioned  whether  even  the 
possession  of  Cuba  would  bring  with  it  those  facilities  of 
controlling  and  keeping  in  check  the  pretension  of  arinl 
Power,  which  would  accrue  from  the  extension  of  tbelimti 
of  the  United  States  to  the  line  of  the  Rio  del  Norte 

It  is  most  respectfully  suggested  whether  the  aooexalioo 
of  Texas  would  not  contribute  to  insure  the  peace  of  the 
Indian  frontier  of  the  two  coantriet,  and  thus  exttuA  to 
the  farthest  southwest  the  boundaries  of  civilization  snd  the 
protection  and  privileges  of  order  and  good  government 
By  her  admission  into  the  Union,  the  present  Southwesten 
States  could  be  easily  protected  from  the  nuiaeroua  tribe 
of  the  Oamanches  and  other  iravages  now  accumulated  oa 
their  frontier,  and  it  is  questioned  whether  any  thingwouid 
so  impress  the  minds  of  the  Indian  warriors  with  a  aenia 
of  our  power  as  the  union  of  two  people,  whom,  cwn  di' 
vided  and  single-handed,  they  found  to  be  invincible  in 
arms. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  represents  to  the  boa- 
orable  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  in  this  pa(^>er  bedof) 
not  presume  to  have  presented  all  the  inducements  to  the 
union  of  the  two  republics.  He  has  not  thought  it  re- 
spectful to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  bonorahie 
the  Secretary  of  Sute,  either  by  an  extended  detail  of  the 
resources  of  Texas,  or  of  the  mutual  benefits  involved  la  > 
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tnaty  of  annexaUoa.  The  minaral  wealth  of  the  coantry, 
comprising  valuable  mines  of  silver  and  lead,  immense 
stiata  of  iron  and  coal,  and  salt-springs  in  great  abundance, 
luw  not  been  properly  appreciated.  Nor  has  the  under- 
signed  thought  it  necessary  to  aliode  to  the  immense  fur 
trade  which  would  be  thrown  into  the  lap  of  the  enterprise 
of  the  United  States  by  the  annexation  of  Texas.  The 
great  aid  and  facilities  which  Texas,  as  an  integral  part  of 
this  Union,  might  render  to  the  adventurous  traders,  who, 
in  caravans,  penetrate  from  Missouri  to  Santa  F6,  and  in 
general  to  the  inland  trade  of  the  United  States^  with  the 
conntries  bordering  on  the  Pacific,  have  all  been  left  un- 
explained ;  and  the  undersigned  throws  himself  tpon  the 
courtesy  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  Stale  in  desiring 
him  to  believe  that>  as  ho  has  not  entered  into  any  of  the 
details  of  such  a  treaty  of  annexation  as  Texas  might  pro- 
pose, biH  confined  hiniself  to  the  submission  of  the  propo- 
sition itself,  so  he  has*  not  thought  fit  to  discuss  severally 
all  the  various  interests  involved,  but  merely  has  subjected 
them  to  a  general,  and,  he  trusts,  a  candid  review. 

In  closing  this  paper,  the  undersigned  appeals  to  the 
honofable  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  and,  referring  him  to  the 
details  of  the  history  of  the  Texian  revolution  herein  set 
forth,  asks,  in  the  name  of  national  honor,  humanity,  and 
justice,  if  a  nation  whose  career  has  been  marked,  like  that 
of  Mexico^  by  a  constant  violation  of  the  most  solemn  treaty 
obligations,  by  a  series  of  the  ntost  licentious  revolutions, 
by  a  most  shameful  prostitution  of  the  lives,  the  liberties, 
rad  the  property  of  her  people,  and,  in  short,  by  every  act 
of  perfidy  and  cruelty  recorded  in  the  history  of  barbarian^ 
has  not  thereby  forfeited  all  claims  to  the  respect  of  the 
Governments  of  civilized  nations?  Look  to  her  continued 
interruptions  of  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Texas,  industri- 
ously engaged  in  the  improvements  of  their  estates,  and  in 
the  actual  aggrandizement  of  the  Mexican  empire ;  to  her 
demolition  by  military  force  of  the  constitution  uf  182;!  ;  to 
her  bloody  war  of  extermination  under  President  Santa 
Anna ;  to  her  butchery  of  those  gallant  Texians  who  sur- 
rendered their  arms  under  the  sacred  flag  of  a  capitulation 
in  which  their  lives  were  guarantied ;  and  pronounce,  if  the 
enormity  of  her  misdeeds  entitles  her  to  be  any  longer  con- 
sidered, the  undersigned  will  not  say  a  nation  of  retiponsi- 
btlity,  but  even  of  humanity.  The  undersigned,  however, 
forbears  to  continue  (his  appeal,  so  irrelevant,  and  perhaps 
•o  unnecessary,  to  the  due  consideration  of  the  subject  un- 
der discoflsion.  The  world  will  do  ample  justice  to  the 
magnanimity  of  Texas  in  forbearing  to  visit  upon  the  heads 
of  the  recreant  tyrant  and  his  captured  boat  that  retaliation 
which  their  offisnces  against  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
nghts  of  mankind  so  signally  deserved. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  most  respectfully  begs 

leave  to  congratulate  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State 

upon  the  spectacle  exhibited  in  this  discussion,  and  which 

is  so  honorable  a  commentary  upon  the  excellency  of  the 

Government  of  this  country,  viz :  a  sovereign,  free,  and 

warlike  people,  fresh  from  the  field  of  their  own  victories 

*od  glory,   seeking  to  surrender  their  nationality  as  the 

pnce  of  a  place  among  the  Uniled  States,  to  become  parti - 

cipantM  of  the  wisdom  of  its  lamT,  ami  the  renown,  of  its  arms. 

The  undersigned,   minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy 

extraordinary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  apologizes  to  the 

honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  for 

the   great  length  of  Ibis  note,  -and  begs  to  tender  to  the 

honorable  the  Secretary  of  -State  renewed  assurances  of  his 

most  distinguished  consideration. 

MEMUCAN  HUNT. 
Xo  the  Hon.  Joav  FoasrrH, 

Seerttary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 

To  General  Msmucas  Hunt,  dtc. 

'l*h«  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
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has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  his  excellency 
General  Hunt,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Texas,  dated  the  4lh  instant,  proposing  a  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose  of  annexing  that  country  to  the 
United  States. 

That  communication  has  been  laid  before  the  President, 
who  has  considered  it  with  just  sensibility.  In  giving  to 
the  undersigned  instructions  to  present,  in  reply,  a  prompt 
and  decisive  indication  of  the  course  it  has  been  deemed 
necessary  to  adopt,  the  President  indulges  the  confident 
expectation  that  no  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  people  of  Texas  will  or  can  be  imputed  to  the 
United  States. 

Neither  the  duties  nor  the  settled  policy  of  the  United 
States  permit  them  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  historical  facts  related  by  General  Hunt,  nor 
to  allow  them,  if  even  admitted  to  be  correct,  to  control 
the  decision  of  the  question  presented  by  him.  The  Uni- 
ted States  were  foremost  in  acknowledging  the  indepen- 
dence of  Mexico,  and  have  uniformly  desired  and  endeavor- 
ed to  cultivate  relations  of  friendship  with  that  Power. 
Having  always,  since  the  formation  of  their  Government, 
been  exempt  from  civil  wars,  they  have  learnt  the  value  of 
internal  quiet,  and  have  consequently  been  anxious  yet 
passive  spectators  of  the  feuds  with  which  their  neighbor 
has  been  afflicted.  Although  in  the  controversy  between 
Texas  and  Mexico,  circumstances  have  existed,  and  events 
have  occurred,  pecdiiarly  calculated  to  enlist  the  sympa- 
thies of  our  people,  the  eflfort  of  the  Government  has  been 
to  look  upon  that  dispute  also,  with  the  same  rigid  impar- 
tiality with  which  it  has  regarded  all  other  Mexican  com- 
motions. 

fn  determining  with  respect  to  the  independence  of  other 
countries,  the  United  Slates  have  never  taken  the  question 
of  right  between  the  contending  parlies  into  consideration. 
They  have  deemed  it  a  dictate  of  duty  and  policy  to  de-* 
cide  upon  the  question  as  one  of  fact  merely.  This  was 
the  course  pursued  wiih  respect  to  Mexico  herself.  It  was 
adhered  to  when  analogous  events  rendered  it  proper  to 
investigate  the  que  -tion  of  Texian  independence.  That 
inquiry  was  made  with  due  circumspection,  and  the  result 
was  not  arrived  at  until  its  probable  coivsequences  had 
been  accurately  weighed.  The  possibility  of  a  collision  of 
interests,  arising,  among  olher  causes,  from  the  alleged 
superior  aptitude  of  the  climate  and  soil  of  Texas  for  the 
growth  of  some  of  the  staples  of  the  United  States,  was 
not  overlooked.  A  sense  of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  con- 
sistency, however,  it  was  considered,  left  this  Government 
no  alternative,  and  it  therefore  led  the  way  in  recognising 
Texas.  A  hope  was  certainly  entertained  that  this  act, 
and  the  motives  that  conduced  to  it,  even  if  no  olher  con- 
sidemtions  were  to  have  influence,  would  point  out  to  the 
Government  of  Texas  the  propriety  not  only  of  cherishing 
intimate  and  amicable  relations  with  this  country,  but  of 
abstaining  from  olher  connexions  abroad  which  might  be 
detrimental  to  the  United  Slates.  Apart  from  this,  how- 
evcr>  it  was  presumed  that  Government  would  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  the  intentions  intimated  by  its  envoy  ex^ 
Inordinary,  with  respect  to  connexions  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, with  a  full  understanding  of  the  just  and  liberal  com- 
mercial stipulations  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
other  nations.  A  pervadin?  principle  of  those  compacts  is 
impartial  treatment  of  the  citizens,  vesseU,  and  productions 
of  the  parties  in  their  res|>cclivc  territories.  As  it  was  not 
to  be  believed  that  the  commercial  allies  of  the  United 
States  would  swerve  from  iheir  engagements,  no  appre- 
hension was  felt  that  the  interesU  of  this  country  would 
suffer  from  llie  arrangements  which  Texas  might  enter  in- 
to with  them. 

The  question  of  the  annexation  of  a  foreign  indepen- 
dent State  to  the  United  States  bas  never  before  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Government.     Since  the  adoption  of  their 


122 


APPENDIX— an?  Galea  Sf  8eatafC$  Regiatw. 


95Ui  Cows.  Ist  8u».] 


Atmexaiimi  of  Team  to  the  VniUd  Siatei, 


eonstitation,  two  large  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
domain  originally  claimed  bj  the  United  States.  In  ac- 
quiring them  this  Government  was  not  actuated  by  a  mere 
thirst  for  sway  over  a  broader  space.  Paramount  inter- 
ests of  many  members  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  perma-^ 
neut  well  being  of  alt,  imperatively  urged  upon  this  Gov- 
ernment the  necessity  of  an  extension  of  its  jurisdiction 
over  Louisiana  and  Florida.  As  peace,  however,  was  our 
cherished  policy,  never  to  be  departed  from  unless  honor 
should  be  perilled  by  adhering  to  it,  we  patiently  endured 
for  a  time  serious  inconveniences  and  privations,  and 
sought  a  transfer  of  those  regions  by  negotiations  and  not 
by  conquest. 

The  issue  of  those  negotiations  was  a  conditional  ces- 
sion of  these  countries  to  the  United  Sutes.  The  circum- 
stance, however,  of  their  toeing  colonial  possessions  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  therefore  dependent  on  the  me- 
tropolitan Governments,  renders  those  transactions  ma- 
'  terially  different  from  that  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.  .The  latter  is  a 
State  with  an  independent  Government,  acknowledged  as 
such  by  the  United  States,  and  claiming  a  territory  beyond, 
though  bordering  on  the  region  ceded  by  France,  in  the 
treaty  of  the  SOth  of  April,  180.3.  Whether  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  contemplated  the  annexation  of 
such  a  State,  and  if  so,  in  what  manner  that  object  is  to 
be  effected,  are  questions,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
it  would  be  inexpedient,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
agitate. 

So  long  as  Texas  shall  remain  at  war,  while  the  United 
States  are  at  peace  with  her  adversary,  the  proposition  of 
the  Texian  minister  plenipotentiary  necessarily  involves 
the  question  of  war  with  that  adversary.  The  United 
States  are  bound  to  Mexico  by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, which  will  be  scrupulously  observed  on  their  part, 
*8o  long  as  it'can  be  reasonably  hoped  that  Mexico  will  per- 
form her  duties  and  respect  our  lights  under  it.  The  Uni- 
ted States  might  justly  be  suspected  of  a  disregard  of  the 
friendly  purposes  of  the  compact,  if  ilw  overture  of  General 
Hunt  were  to  be  even  reserved  for  future  consideration,  as 
this  would  imply  a  disposiiion  on  our  part  to  espouse  the 
quarrel  of  Texas  with  Mexico — a  disposition  wholly  at  va- 
riance with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  wiiii  the  uniform  policy 
and  the  obvious  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

The  inducements  mentioned  by  General  Hunt,  for  the 
United  States  to  annex  Texas  to  their  territory,  are  duly  ap- 
preciated ;  but  powerful  and  weighty  as  they  certainly  are, 
they  are  light  when  opposed  in  the  scale  of  reason  to  treaty 
obligations  and  respect  for  that  integrity  of  character  by 
which  the  United  Slates  have  sought  to  distinguish  them- 
selves since  the  establishment  of  their  right  to  claim  a  place  in 
the  great  family  of  nations.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that 
the  motives  by  which  Texas  has  been  governed  in  making 
this  overture,  will  have  equal  force  in  impelling  her  to  pre- 
serve, as  an  independent  Power,  the  mo»i  liberal  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  United  Sutes.  Such  a  disposition 
will  be  cheerfully  met  in  a  corresponding  spirit  by  .this 
Government.  If  the  answer  which  the  undersigned  has 
been  directed- to  give  to  the  proposition  of  General  Hunt 
should  unfortunately  work  such  a  change  in  the  sentimenU 
of  that  Government  as  to  induce  an  attempt  to  extend  com- 
mercial relations  elsewhere,  upon  terms  prejudicial  to  the 
United  Sutes,  this  Government  will  be  consoled  by  a  con- 
Bciouoness  of  the  rectitude  of  its  intentions,  and  a  certain- 
ty that,  although  the  hazard  of  transient  losses  may  be  in- 
curred by  a  rigid  adherence  to  just  principles,  no  lasting 
prosperity  can  be  secured  when  they  are  disregarded. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  offer 
General  Hunt  renewed  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished 
consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Dxpihtniiit  of  State, 

Washington,  August  26,  1837.  I 


Gmerai  Bunt  to  Mr,  Fonyth. 
Texiaw  Lboatiov, 
Washington  city,  September  12,  1837. 

Sia:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  hat  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  honorable  Mr. 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Statea*  of  th« 
26th  of  August,  in  reply  to  the  proposition  which  he  had 
tho  honor  to  submit  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States. 

The  anderaigned  was  aware  that,  in  recognisiog  the  in- 
dependence  of  Texas,  the  question  of  right  was  not  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
h  wos  with  a  proper  understanding  of  the  settled  policy  of 
this  Government  in  simihr  cases,  that  the  claim  of  Texas 
to  the  justice  of  a  recognition  was  placed  by  his  colleagtie 
and  himself  upon  her  actual  existence  as  an  independent 
Power,  and  the  impossibility  of  a  reconquest  at  the  hands 
of  Mexico.  Although,  by  the  issue  of  that  negotiation,  the 
question  of  fact  was  satisfactorily  determined,  it  waa  not 
deemed  inappropriate,  aAer  the  misrepresentations  of  lbs 
late  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Mexico^  to  preface  the  proposition  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Slates  with  a  plain  statement  of  the 
causes  which  led  to,  and  the  events  which  grew  out  of,  b«f 
separation  from  Mexico,  so  conclusively  showing  that  they 
can  never  be  reunited;  and,  for  an  additional  reason,  which 
he  will  presently  show,  the  undersigned  adheres  to  ths 
opinion  that  the  simple  narrative  of  facts  which  the  liouor- 
able  Secretary  of  State  declines  examining  into,  cannot  be 
regarded  as  irrelevant  in  a  proposition  lor  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States. 

1'he  venerable  ex-President,  General  Jackson,  was  bo 
strongly  impressed  with  a  belief,  at  one  time  during  his  ad- 
ministration, that  the  negotiation  then  pending  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  Texas  would  bo  brought  to  a  speedy  and  favor- 
able issue,  that  he  tendered  the  oflSce  of  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Texas  to  the  late  Governor  H.  G.  Burton,  of 
North  Carolina,  to  be  entered  upon  so  soon  as  the  irraiy 
of  cession  should  be  completed.  (See  a  publication  on  the 
subject  of  Governor  Burton's  appointment)  The  tame 
principles,  it  appears  to  the  undersigned,  were  invoWed  in 
the  negotiation  for  the  acquisition  of  Texas  from  Mexico^ 
previously  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
latter  by  Spain,  whidi  are  now  presented  by  the  queaiioa 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  previously 
to  the  recognition  of  her  independence  by  ^Mexico ;  and  bad 
his  excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  entfi- 
tained  any  inclination  to  negotiate  a  treaty  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  a  hope  which  had  been  fondly  cherished,  as 
he  had  expressed  a  determination  to  carry  out  the  measures 
and  conform  to  the  general  policy  of  his  venerable  predeces- 
sor, it  does  appear  to  the  undersigned,  but  with  dastsngui^- 
ed  deference  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth's  opinione  \o  the 
contrary,  that  neither  a  sense  of  duty  nor  the  settled  policy 
of  this  Government,  durin^he  admiuistralion  of  the  venera- 
ble ex-President,  would  haW  prevented  an  eiaminelion  into 
the  accuracy  of  the  historical  facts  accompanying  the  propo 
sition.  That  brief  oompeodium,  which  is  believed  to  be  cor- 
rect, will  show  that  there  is  aa  little  prospect  of  the  iccovciy  of 
Texas  by  Mexico  at  thia  time  aa  there  waa  of  the  reconquest 
of  Mexico  by  Spain,  at  the  time  that  General  Jackeon  be- 
lieved that  the  charg^  d'afl'aires  (Mr.  Butler)  of  this  Gov- 
ernment had  succeed  in  negotiating  the  acquisition  of  I'ex- 
as.  If  the  act  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  woukl  involve 
the  United  States  in  a  war  with  Mexico  at  this  lime,  the 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  lo  perceive  why  a  similar  result  was 
not  snlicipatod  with  Spain  in  event  of  a  ccwion  of  Texas 
by  Mexico.  Texas  asked  nothing  more  of  the  United 
States,  in  proposing  to  negotiate  for  her  annexation,  than 
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the  United  States  had  previously  desired  of  Mexico,  when 
General  Jackson  was  at  the  head  of  this  GoTernment;  for 
Mexico  waa  then  as  much  at  war  with  Spain  as  Texas  now 
is  with  Mexico ;  and  it  is  lielieved  that  as  friendly  treaty 
and  commercial  relations  existed  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  at  that  time  as  are  now  maintained  between 
tlie  United  States  and  Mexico. 

In  addition  to  the  fact  that  this  Government,  when  ad- 
mtnbtere<1   by  the  sage  of  the  Hermitage,  proposed  the 
acqoUition  ot  Texas  by  purchase  from  Mexico,  many  years 
before  the  recognition  of  her  independence  by  Spain,  the 
undersigned  most  respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  the 
linnorable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  report  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  contained 
in  a  newspaper  which  he  herewith  presents.     That  report, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  adopted  unanimously,  alludes  in 
strong  terms  to  the  subject  of  the  right  of  this  Government' 
to  admit  Texas  into  its  confederacy ;  and  the  undersigned 
refers  to  it  thus  particularly,  that  he  may  be  sustained  by 
high  authority,  when  he  assures  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Unilod  States,  that,  in  submitting  the  proposition  ot 
annexation,  it  was  far  from  bis  intention  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  accede  to  a  measure  which 
Mr.  Forsyth  was  instructed  to  say  was  believed  to  involve 
unjust  principles.     The  undersigned  assures  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  he  could  not  knowingly 
consent  to  be  the  medium  of  presenting  any  proposition 
asking  of  the  United  States  a  disregard  of  just  principles. 
The  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth  will  pardon  the  undersigned 
for  expreaaing  the  opinion  which  appears  to  htm  undent- 
able,  that  a  sovereign  Power  has  as  perfect  a  right  to  dis- 
pose of  the  whole  of  itself,  and  a  second  Power  to  acquire 
it,  as  it  has  to  dispose  of  only  a  part  of  itself,  and  a  second 
Pow^r  to  acquire  that  part  only ;  and  that  the  acquisition 
of  the  whole  territory  of  a  sovereigpi  Pt>wer  could  no  more 
be  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  constitutional  right,  than 
the  acquisition  of  a  part  of  that  territory  only.     The  ma- 
terial diflforence  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  between  the 
annexation  of  independent  Texas,  by  her  own  voluntary 
act,  and  th«  acquisition  of  the  colonial  provinces  of  Louisi- 
ana and  Florida,  by  the  act  of  their  respective  Govern- 
ments, is  acknowledged.     But  the  difference  is  conceived 
to  be  altogether  in  favor  of  the  former,  for  the  reason  that 
the  annexation  of  Texas  would  be  an  act  of  free  will  and 
choice  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  people,  who 
own,  and  actually  occupy  the  very  territory  proposed  to 
be  transferred,  while  the  latter  would  seem  to  have  been 
the  result  of  an  arbitrary  right  on  the  part  of  the  metro- 
politan Governinents  to  dispose  of  the  territorial  posses- 
sions ceded  by  them,  without  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  residing  thereon. 

Afler  the  assurance  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
a  senae  of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  consistency,  left  his 
Government  no  alternative  in  leading  the  way  in  recognis- 
ing the  independence  of  Texas,  the  under:9igned  confesses 
some  surprise  at  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the 
circumstance  of  her  having  bcwn  first  recognised  by  the 
United  States,  should  in  any  manner  influence  the  foreign 
interemirae  of  Texas.  However  much  the  Government  of 
Texas  fhay  be  disposed  to  encourage  the  most  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the 
undersigned  assures  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that 
the  Government  of  Texas  does  not  Consider  that  any  par- 
ticular foreign  policy  was  Implied  or  made  binding  upon 
her  by  the  circumstance  of  her  independence  having  been 
first  recosniied  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  representatives  of  Texas,  in  their  interchanges  with 
foreign  Powers,  will  not  accept  the  recognition  of  her  in- 
dependence, unless  it  is  unconditional  in  this  respect.  In 
all  their  negotiations  and  treaties  with  fbreign  Powers,  the 
best  interests  of  their  own  Government  and  people  will 
doabtlesB  be  consulted,  and  must  indicate  the  policy  which 


they  will  be  directed  to  adopt.  With  even  the  same  per- 
manent pjltcy  in  its  commercial  interchanges  with  the 
United  States,  which  may  exist  with  the  most  favored  na- 
tion, the  nndersigiied  cannot  guaranty  for  his  Government 
that  any  advantages  accrue  therefrom  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  United  States ;  for  it  is  understood  that 
that  great  interest  is  msinly  sustained  in  the  United  States 
by  the  protection  afforded  by  high  duties  against  the  com- 
petition of  similar  interests  in  foreigpi  nations,  where  labor 
and  the  facilities  for  manufacturing  are  more  available,  and 
at  cheaper  rates.  Such  being  the  case,  it  is  apparent  that, 
even  should  no  detriment  accrue  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  from  the  vincinity  of  Texas 
as  an  independent  nation,  certainly  no  advantages  affect- 
ing that  interest  can  be  anticipated. 

The  apprehension  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
the  refusal  of  this  Government  to  negotiate  for  a  treaty  of 
annexation,  thereby  declining  all  the  commercial  and  other 
advantages  which  would  be  secured  by  that  measure,  may 
induce  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Texas 
to  extend  its  commercial  relations  elsewhere  on  terms  most 
favorable  to  its  own  welfare  and  prosperity  Is  perfectly 
natural;  but  the  undersigned  assures  Mr.  Forsyth  that 
such  endeavors  will  not  proceed  from  any  unkind  feelings 
to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
he  would  take  this  occasion  to  reiterate  the  friendly  dis- 
position of  the  Government  and  people  of  Texas  tow^s 
the  Government  and  people  oi  the  United  States,  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  communicate  in  his  note  of  the  4th  of 
August  Should,  however,  the  foreign,  commercial,  and 
other  relations  of  the  republic  of  Texas  necessarily  be- 
come such  as  seriously  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  portion  tl^reof,  the  undersigned  conceives 
that  it  would  be  unreasonable  for  the  Government  and 
people  who  had  been  freely  proffered  all  she  could  bestow, 
and  yet  declined  the  offer,  to  complain  of  her  on  the  ground 
of  looking  to  her  own  interest  primarily.  Texas  has  gen- 
erously offered  to  merge  her  national  sovereignty  in  a  do- 
mestic one,  and  to  become  a  constituent  part  of  this  great 
confederacy.  The  refusal  of  this  Government  to  accept 
the  overture  must  forever  screen  her  from  the  imputation 
of  wilfully  injuring  the  great  interests  of  the  United  States, 
should  such  a  result  accrue  from  any  commercial  or  other 
relations  which  she  may  find  it  necessary  or  expedient  to 
enter  into  with  foreign  nations. 

Should  it  be  found  necessary  or  expedient  hereafter,  for 
the  proper  promotitm  of  the  interests  of  her  own  citizens, 
to  lay  high  duties  upon  the  cotton-bagging  so  extensively 
manufactured  in  the  Western  States,  and  upon  the  pork  ^ 
and  beef  and  bread-stufb,  so  abundantly  produced  in  that 
region,  such  as  would  amount  to  an  almost  total  prohibi- 
tion of  the  introduction  of  those  articles  into  the  country, 
much  as  her  Government  and  people  would  regret  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy,  she  would  be  ex- 
culpated from  the  slightest  imputation  of  blame  for  taking 
care  of  her  own  welfare  and  prosperity  after  having  been 
refused  admission  into  this  Union. 

The  effortii  which  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  is 
making  to  open  a  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  and  France,  it  is  believed  will  succeed.  Apart 
from  the  disposition  of  those  two  Powers  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  great  advantage  which  must  result  to  every 
nation  with  which  Texas  may  form  intimate  commercial  re- 
lations, it  is  believed  that  they,  as  well  as  the  United  States, 
cherish  a  liberal  sympathy  for  a  people  who  have  encoun- 
tered the  most  cruel  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Mexico — a 
nation  which  has  so  little  regarded  the  laws  of  civilized 
conntries  in  prosecuting  a  savage  war  of  extermination 
against  the  citizens  of  the  Government  of  the  undersigned, 
and  that  too  against  a  people  who  proudly  claim  the  realms 
of  Britain  and  France  as  the  homes  of  their  ancestry.  And 
the  undersigned  expresses  a  belief  that  the  crowned  beads 
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of  England  and  Francft,  and  their  majestiea'  mtnisteni,  will 
not  bo  without  some  feelings  of  gratification  when  they  be- 
come apprised  of  the  successfnl  civil  and  military  career,  al- 
though on  a  Umiied  scale,  it  is  true,  of  the  d«<»ndants  of 
British  and  French  progenitors  in  Texas.  General  Hous- 
ton, the  President  of  the  republic,  is  a  native  of  the  United 
States,  bat  descended  from  English  and  Irish  parenUge. 
He  commanded  at  San  Jacinto,  in  one  of  the  best  battles, 
it  is  supposed,  which  have  been  fought  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  fire-arms.  The  valiant  General  Mirabeau  Lamar, 
Vice  President  of  Texas,  who  commanded  the  cavalry  in 
the  same  fight,  is  likewise  a  native  of  the  United  States,  but 
claims  his  descent  with  pride  from  the  French.  And  the 
undermgned  again  avows  his  persuasion  that  the  crowned 
heads  uf  England  and  Prance,  and  their  maj^esties'  minis- 
ters, will  not  he  altogether  insensible  to  feehngs  of  sympa- 
thy and  regard  for  a  people  whoso  Government  is  headed 
by  individuals  boasting  their  descent  from  the  distinguished 
races  over  which  their  majesties  preside. 

Reason  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  foreign  policy  of 
Texas,  will  be  diseimilar  to  that  of  the  United  States.  Texas 
is  now,  and  it  is  believed  will  continue  to  be,  an  almost 
purely  agricultural  country.  The  agricultural  interest  will 
claim  the  almost  exclusive  attention  of  the  Government. 
Possibly,  from  the  circumstance  of  her  climate  and  soil 
being  so  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  great 
.  demand  for  rope  and  bagging  in  a  cotton-growing  country, 
the  manfaotures  of  these  solitary  articles  may  be  encour- 
aged at  an  early  period ;  but,  with  these  single  exceptions, 
it  is  not  apprehended  that  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try can  be  so  profitably  employed  in  any  other  species  of 
industry  aa  in  the  planting  interest.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  interests  of  the  United  Sute*  are  numerous  and  greatly 
.  diversified ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  establish  such  a  foreign  policy  as  would  best  reconcile 
them  and  redound  to  the  advantage  of  each. 

With  the  most  rigid  adherence  to  whatever  is  just  and 
right,  the  Government  of  Texas  will  naturally  pursue  such  a 
course  of  policy,  foreign  and  domestic,  as  will  best  conduce 
to  the  increase  of  her  wealth  and  population,  and  thereby 
her  national  power  and  consideration.  Tn  its  intercourse 
abroad,  it  will  endeavor  to  find  those  markets  where  her 
agricultural  products,  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  tobacco,  &c.» 
will  obtain  the  highest  prices,  and  where  such  articles  as 
may  be  needed  for  her  home  consumption  may  be  procured 
at  the  lowest  rates.  If  these  advantages  are  presented  in  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  United*  Sutee,  the  under- 
signed need  not  say  that  the  warm  predilection  of  the  Gov. 
ernment  and  people  of  Texas  for  the  Government  and  peo- 
•  pie  of  the  United  States  would  render  such  an  intercourse 
as  agreeable  to  the  former  as  it  would  doubtless  be  advan- 
tageous to  both. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  assures  the  honorable 
Mr.  Forsyth,  and  through  him  his  excelleney  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  the  prompt  and  decisive  re- 
jection of  the  proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  .United  Sutes  will  not  be  imputed  to  an  unfk'iendly 
spirit  to  the  Government  and  people  of  Texas. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  of  Texas,  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, renews  to  the  honoiable  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  the  assurances  of  bis  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  regard. 

MEMUCAN  HUWT. 
To  the  Hon.  Joair  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State  oft/u  United  States, 


BOUNDARY— UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Menage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  trans- 
mitiing  the  information  required  by  a  resotuiion  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Idih  ultimo,  concerning 


the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  r^ubUe 

of  Mexico.     October  3,1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the 

table. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  oftlu  United  StaUs  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  rosoludon  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  13th  ultimo,  concerning  the  boundary  be- 
tween Ihe  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic,  and  a 
cession  of  territory  belonging  to  the  Mexican  confederation 
to  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  Slate,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WAsaijroTOTT,  October  3,  1837. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
lion  of  the  House  ot  Representatives  dated  the  13th  ultimo^ 
requeating  tfie  President  to  communicate  to  that*Honse,  so 
far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  ail  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  Mexico,  concerning  the  boundary  be- 
tween them,  and  particularly  concerning  any  proposition 
for  a  cession  of  territory  belonging  to  the  Mexican  con- 
federation to  the  United  States ;  and  also,  all  correspond- 
ence relating  thereto  between  the  Department  of  State  and 
the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Mexi- 
co, and  of  the  said  Department  with  tboae  of  the  Mexican 
republic  accredited  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States^ 
has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  copies  of  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  Governments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  boundary  line,  not  heretofore  communicated  to 
Congress,  and  of  all  the  instructions  to  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  on  the  subject  of  a  ceaaion  of 
territory  by  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  United  States. 
No  other  correspondence  between  the  Governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  has  taken  place  on  the  subject 
of  a  cession  of  territory,  either  at  Mexico  or  at  Washing- 
ton.    In  one  of  his  communications  to  this  Department, 
however,  Mr.  Butler  mentions  a  note  which  he  bad  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Alaman  on  the  15th  of  July,  1892,  giving 
his  reasons  for  reviewing  the  question  of  boandary,  and 
explaining  the  advantages  which  both  nations  would  prob- 
ably derive  by  changing  the  line  from  the  Sabine.     No 
copy  of  this  note  has  ever  been  communicated  to  this  De- 
partment, nor  is  there  any  draught  or  record  of  it  in  the 
archives  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico 

The  communications  of  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States  to  their  own  Government,  on  that  subject,  axe  with- 
in the  limitation  contained  in  the  resolution  referred  u%  this 
Department. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSTTH. 

DiFABTXBirr  OT  Statb, 

Washington,  October  2,  1887. 

List  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  President,  dated  October  2,  1S37. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  PoinseU,  March  26,  1826.     ExUact. 
Mr.  Torrans  to  Mr.  Adama,  February  16, 1824.    « 
Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  September  24,  1826.  Bztnds. 
The  same  to  the  same,  March  16,  1827.     Extract. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  same,  August  26,  1829. 
Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Mr.  Butler,  March  20,  1833.   Ex- 
tract. 
Mr.  McLane  to  the  same,  January  13,  1834. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  same,  July  2,  1836.     Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  August  6,  1836.     Extract. 
Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay,  July  18,  1826.     EKmcta. 
The  same  to  the  same,  July  27,  1826.     Extract. 
Mr.  Alaman  to  Mr.  Poioaett,  July  20,  1826. 
Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Alaman»  J«(y  27,  1826. 


APP£NDIX--ro  Gaie$  ^  SeaUm'$  RegUter. , 


125 


Baundarj^Omied  SUtfw  and  MexUo, 


[3Alh  CoFe.  IfC  Sbss. 


Mr.  Atenwii  to  Mr.  Poioiett,  Attgott  10,  l8Bft.    Extract. 

Mr.  PoinMttto  Mr.  Clay,  September  SO,  1826.    Extract. 

Tlie  eeina  to  the  nme,  March  18, 1826.    Extract. 

The  aame  to  the  aame,  July  19,  18S6.     Extract 

The  aame  to  the  same,  April  10,  18S7. 

The  fame  to  the  same,  October  6,  1827.     Extract. 

The  aame  to  the  tame,  January  8,  1828.     Extract. 

The  same  to  the  same,  February  7,  1828.     Extracts. 

Protocols.  • 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay,  April  24,  1828.     Extract. 

The  same  to  the  same,  Aprfl  26,  1828. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mhrcb  10,  1820. 
Extract. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  July  22,  1829.  Extract. 

Mr.  Botler  to  the  same.  May  19,  1830.     Extract. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr.  Butler,  May  21, 
1830.     Translation. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  July  26,  1832. 

Mr.  Gonzales  to  Mr.  BnUer,  February  14,  1833.  Trane- 
latioB. 

Mr.  Botler  to  Mr.  Gonxalex,  February  16,  1833. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  21,  1833.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  27,  1833.     Trans- 


Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Garcia,  SepUmber  6,  1833. 

Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Butler,  September  26,  1833.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  McLane,  July  1,  1834.     Extract. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Lombardo,  December  21,  1834. 

Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Estrada  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  7,  1836. 
Tranalation. 

Mr.  Butler  to  the  President,  February  26,  1836.  Extracts. 

Mr.  Gutienez  de  Estrada  to  Mr.  Butler,  March  29,  1836. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay,  March  10,  1828. 

List  of  individuals,  dec.     Translations. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon,  March  24,  1828. 

The  same  to  the  same,  April  30,  1828. 

Mr.  Ohregon  to  Mr.  CUy,  May  1,  1828.    Translation. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay,  August  2,  1828.    Translation. 

Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Obregon,  August  2,  1828. 

Mr.  MontoyatoMr.  Van  Buren,  April  16,  1820.  Trana- 
lation. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Montoya,  April  22,  1829. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  March  26,  1832.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mf.  Montoya,  March  30,  1832. 

Mr.  MontoyatoMr.  Livingston,  March  31,  1832.  Trans- 


Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya,  March  31,  1832. 

Mr.  MoQloya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  April  3,  1832.  Trans- 
btion. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  April  27, 1832.  Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya,  July  20,  1832. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  December  2,  1833.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  CasUUo,  December  81,  1833. 

Mr  Caetitlo  to  Mr.  McLane,  January  9,  1834.  Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  May  26,  1834.  Translation. 

TIm  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiaira  of  Mexico  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  October  21,  1884. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  4,  1884.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Foray th  to  Mr.  Castillo,  December  II,  1834. 

Mr.  Gaeliilo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  16,  1834.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Porayth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  January  0,  1836. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Poisyth,JaMi8i7  12, 1836.  TmnsUtioii- 


Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  20,  1835.   Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  29, 1835.  Translation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo,  May  11,  1836. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Dickins,  June  2,  1835.     Translation. 

Copy  of  the  convention.    Trani>lati6n. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo,  June  4,  1835. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Dickins,  June  6,  183.5.    Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  10,  1835.    Translation. 

Mr.  Forayth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  July  21,  1835. 

The  ssme  to  the  same,  February  I,  1836.     Exlrart. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  March  28,  1836.  Trans^ 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  1,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forayth,  April  4,  1836.  Translation. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's  general  power.     Translation. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's  special  povrer.     Translation. 

Mt.  Fonyth  to  Mr.  Gorostizs,  April  13,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Fonyth,  April  18,  1836.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostizs,  April  18,  1836. 

The  declaration. 

Mr,  Clay  lo  Mr.  Poinsett. — Extract. 
Depabtmbnt  or  State, 

Washington^  March  26,  1825. 

•  •  •  • 

The  final  establishment  of  the  limits  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  is  an  interesting  object,  to  which  yon  will  di- 
rect your  attention.  By  the  third  article  of  tbe  treaty  **of 
amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  between  tbe  United  States 
of  America  and  his  Catholic  Msjesty,"  concluded  and 
signed  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819, 
it  is  provided  that  <'the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries  west  of  the  Mississippi  shall  begin  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabine,  in  the  sea, 
continuing  north,  along  the  western  bank  of  that  river, 
to  the  82d  degree  of  latitude ;  thence  by  a  line  due  noith, 
to  the  degree  of  latitude  where  it  strikes  the  Rio  Roxo  of 
Natchitoches  or  Red  river  /  then  following  the  course  of 
the  Rio  Roxo  westward,  to  tbe  degree  of  longitude  100 
west  from  London  and  23  from  Washington ;  then  cross- 
ing the  said  Red  river,  and  running  thence,  by  a  line  due 
north,  to  the  river  Arkansas;  thence  following  the  course 
of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in 
latitude  42  degrees  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of 
latitude  to  Che  South  sea.  The  whole  being  as  laid  down 
in  Melish's  map  of  the  United  States,  published  at  Fhila« 
delphu,  improved  to  the  ftrat  of  January,  1818.  But  if 
the  source  of  the  Arkansas  river  shall  be  found  to  fall 
north  or  south  of  latitude  42,  then  the  line  rhall  run  from 
the  said  source,  doe  south  or  north,  as  the  case  may  bc^ 
till  it  meeto  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  42,  and  thence 
along  the  said  parallel  to  the  South  sea.  All  the  islands 
in  the  Sabine'  and  the  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers, 
throughout  tbe  course  thus  described,  to  belong  to  the 
United  States;  but  the  use  of  the  waters  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Sabine  to  the  sea,  and  of  the  said  rivers  Roxo 
and  Arfcansaa,  throughout  the  extent  of  the  said  boundary, 
on  their  respective  l»nks,  shall  be  common  to  the  respec- 
tive inhabitanta  of  both  nations." 

By  the  fourth  article,  provision  is  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment, by  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  of  a  commissioner 
and  surveyor,  to  fix,  with  more  precision,  the  line  de- 
scribed in  the  third,  and  to  place  the  land- marks  which 
shall  designate  exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations;  but  it 
has  not  yet  been  carried  into  execution.  That  treaty  having 
been  concluded  when  Mexico  composed  a  part  of  the  do- 
minions of  Spain,  is  obligatory  upon  both  the  United 
Statea  and  Mexico..  On  the  i6th  of  February,  1824, 
Mt.  Tenena,  tlw  charg^  d'aftiras  from  Mexico  near  this 
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GovernDMnt,  addresaed  a  note  to  this  DeportikMnt,  (of 
which  a  copy  is  annexed,)  in  which  he  declarea  the  willing- 
ness of  the  supreme  executive  power  of  Mexico  to  a«cede 
to  the  limits  agreed  upon  in  the  third  article  above  men- 
tioned, and  its  readiness  to  co-operate  with  the  United 
Slates  in  carrying  into  complete  effect  those  two  articles. 

Some  difficulties  may  possibly  hereafter  arise  between 
the  two  countries  from  the  line  thus  agreed  upon,  against 
which  it  would  be  desirable  now  to  guard,  if  practicable ; 
and  as  the  Government  of  Mexico  may  be  supposed  not  to 
have  any  disinclination  to  the  fixation  of  a  new  line  which 
would  prevent  those  difficulties,  the  President  wishes  you 
to  sound  it  on  that  subject ;  and  to  avail  yourself  of  a  fa> 
vorable  disposition,  if  you  should  find  it,  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject. The  line  of  the  Sabine  approaches  our  great  west- 
ern mart  nearer  than  could  lie  wished.  Perhaps  the  Ntex- 
ican  Government  may  not  be  unwilling  to  estaWiah  that  oi 
the  Rio  Brasses  de  Dies,  or  the  Uto  Colorado,  or  the 
Snow  mountains,  or  the  Rio  del  Norte,  in  lieu  of  it.  By  the 
agreed  line,  portions  of  both  the  Red  river  and  branches 
of  the  Arkansas  are  thrown  on  the  Mexican  side,  and 
the  navigation  of  both  those  rivers,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Sabine,  is  made  common  to  the  respective  inhabitants  of 
the  two  countries.  When  the  countries  adjacent  to  those 
waters  shall  come  to  be  thickly  inhabited,  collisions  and 
misunderstandings  may  arise  from  the  commnnity  thus 
established,  in  the  use  of  their  navigation,  which  it  would 
be  well  now  to  prevent  If  the  line  were-ao  altered  as  to 
throw  altogether  on  one  side  Red  river  and  Arkansas,  and 
their  respective  tributary  streams,  and  the  line  on  the  Sa- 
bine were  removed  further  west,  all  causes  of  future  col- 
lision would  be  prevented.  The  Government  of  Mexico 
may  have  a  motive  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  line  as  is 
here  proposed,  in  the  fact  that  it  would  have  the  effiset  of 
placing  the  city  of  Mexico  nearer  the  centre  of  its  terri- 
tories. If  the  line  were  so  changed,  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  powerful,  warlike,  and  turbulent  In- 
dian nation  of  the  Camanches  would  be  thrown  on  the 
side  of  the  United  Stetea ;  and  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
proposed  cession  of  territory,  they  would  stipulate  to  re- 
strain) as  far  as  practicable,  the  Camanches  from  commit- 
ting hostilitiea  and  depredations  upon  the  territories  and 
people,  whether  Indians  or  otherwise,  of  Mexico. 

But  if  you  shall  find  that  the  Mexican  Government  is 
unwilling  to  alter  the  agreed  line  in  the  manner  proposed, 
and  that  it  insisto  upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and 
fourth  articles  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  you  are  au- 
thorized to  agree  to  the  recognition  and  establishment  of 
the  line  as  descrilied  in  the  third  article,  and  to  the  demar- 
cation of  it  forthwith,  as  is  stipulated  in  the  fourth.  But, 
In  that  case,  you  will  urge,  not  however  aat^  sine  qua  non, 
the  insertion  of  an  article  in  the  treaty,  by  which  each 
party  shall  undertake  to  restrain  the  Indians  residing  with- 
in his  territories  from  committing  hostilities  upon  the  peo- 
ple, Indians,  or  territories,  of  the  other.  The  example  of 
such  an  article,  which  will  at  tlie  same  time  furnish  a 
model  for  that  which  ia  propoaed,  ia  to  be  found  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limite,  and  naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  King 
of  Spain,  which  was  signed  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  the 
27th  day  of  October,  ITQf).  The  hostilities  which  the 
President  is  desirous  to  restrain  are  afflicting  to  humanity 
when  confined  to  the  Indians  themselves ;  but  they  oAen 
affect,  collaterally,  peaceable  citizens  who  are  no  partiea  to 
them,  and  their  property. 

Mr.  Torrena  to  Mr,  Adams. 

WASHiNeToir,  February  16,  1824. 
Sib  :  The  supreme  executive  power  of  Mexico,  wishing 
to  remove  all  matters  that  might  affect  the  good  nnder- 
atanding  which  it  ia  ito  daaire  to  mainCalti  wiUi  the  Qov- 


emment  of  the  Uniled  Suftes  of  America,  conwooiMled  to 
me,  through  the  roiniator  of  internal  and  foreign  wSti\T% 
'  the  nernwary  instmetiona  to  solicit  from  thi*  OovciniBent 
that  the  limite  between  the  two  oountriea  be  fixed  accord* 
ing  to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  th« 
32d  February,  1810,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
drawing  the  line  and  establishing  the  land-maiks  by  com- 
missioners appointed  by  both  Governmenta,  in  the  aame 
manner  aa  waa  provided  by  the  4th  article  of  the  aaid 
treaty.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  transmit  the  prea- 
eot  communication  to  your  excellency,  in  order  to  aacer- 
tain  whether  the  Executive  of  the  United  Statn  k  dis- 
posed to  acknowledge  tlie  said  article,  and  will,  aoeording- 
ly,  appoint  the  commissioners  aforesaid ;  requceliog  ei  the 
same  time,  that  your  excellency  may  be  pleEiaed  to  inform 
me  as  early  as  convenient,  of  the  intention  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  sutject. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  reapect,  your  excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  JOSE  A.  TORRENS. 

His  Excellency  John  Quijict  Adams, 
Secretary  of  SUde. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Poinaett— Extracts, 

Dbpirtxsnt  of  8tat», 

September  24,  1825. 

•  ••••• 

The  President  approves  of  your  consenting  to  treat  on 
the  two  aubjecte  of  commerce  and  limite  separately.  Indeed, 
it  waa  never  contemplated  that  one  of  them  ahoald  be  de- 
pendent on  the  other. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

The  President  aeoe,  with  regfet,  the  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  agree  to  the  opening  of 
the  road  from  Missouri  towards  Santa  F^.  The  reed  waa 
intended  for  purely  commeraial  purposes,  and  doubtieaa  the 
people  of  both  countries  would  be  benefited  by  the  ex- 
changes which  it  would  facilitate.  No  miaoonoeption 
could  be  greater  than  that  of  ite  having  originated  in  views 
of  territorial  acquisition.  If  either  party  could  lose  by  it, 
it  would  probably  be  the  United  States,  many  of  whose  en- 
terprising citizens  might  be  tempted,  by  the  interconrae  to 
which  it  would  load,  in  conaoquence  of  the  greater  cheap- 
ness, or  other  advantages,  of  the  landa  of  the  intemel  prov- 
inces, to  migrate  thither.  The  connexion  between  the  fix- 
ation of  limite  and  the  propoaed  road  ia  not  perceived. 
Wherever  the  limite  may  now  or  hereafter  shall  be  estab- 
lished, the  road  will  be  useful.  It  proposes  no  dietvrfaence 
in  existing  or  contemplated  limite.  In  fact,  an  imperfect 
trace  or  road,  such  as  it  is,  is  now  used ;  and  the  aole  qnca- 
tion  is,  whether  it  shall  be  rendered  more  convenient  lo  the 
persons  whose  interest  or  inclination  shall  induce  them  to 
travel  it.  To  defer  making  the  road  more  visible  and  com- 
fortable, for  an  indefinite  period ;  to  deny  to  the  partiea  mn- 
tually  a  certain  benefit,  in  prospect  of  a  future  and  contin- 
gent arrangement,  to  which  it  has  no  neoeasary  telaUon, 
does  not  seem  advisable. 

Nor  does  the  President  perceive  the  utility  of  a  joint  ap- 
pointment by  the  two  Governments,  of  *<oommiaai<vners 
who,  by  examining,  together,  the  country  within  a  giv«n 
latitude,  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  might  preaent  exact  in- 
formation upon  which  the  limite  might  he  catakilished,  •»  ts 
deaired."  After  agreeing  upon  the  principlea  on  which  a 
Hne  of  demarcation  between  the  territoriea  of  twii  nstiona 
should  be  run,  it  has  lieen- usual  to  appoint,  conjointly, 
commiasioners  to  proceed  to  mark  and  abut  the  line.  Their 
duty  is  then  prescribed ;  and  if  any  variance  arises  between 
them,  ohservaljona  ami  experimenta,  with  proper  insttm- 
mente,  generally  enable  them  to  reconcile  it.  But  it  baa 
not  been  customary  to  send  forth  commisaionen,  aitlMr  to 
agree  upon  a  suitable  boondary,  or  to  eoNect  data  ofmn 
whidi  the  partiee  are  aubaeqoently  to  catablirfi  one.     ^ach 
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a  eoune  wonM  be  to  retierae  the  order  of  proeeeding  which 
If  ffeommended  by  the  practioe  «nd  experience  of  natimui. 
It  woold  probably  leave  the  state  of  information  which 
dioolf^  guide  the  two  Powers  pretty  mnch  as  it  now  is. 
There  b  but  little  likelihood  that  the  commissioners  would 
igree,  and  each  set  would  be  influenced  by  the  separate 
views  of  policy  which  it  might  happen  to  take  of  the  par- 
liealar  country  which  it  represented.  If  it  were  needful 
for  both  parties  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which  the  Mexi- 
can  6o<¥eiiiment  supposes  to  be  wanted,  it  woold  be  better 
lor  each  to  send  out  its  own  exploring  commissioners,  un- 
der its  separata  instructions.  For  ourselves,  although 
moeb,  nndoubledly,  remains  to  be  known  of  the  countries 
through  which  the  line  may  be  fixed,  we  belieye  that  the 
stock  of  our  information  is  soiieient  to  enalde  us  to  agree 
upon  a  boundary  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  us.  In  de- 
clining, however,  to  accede  to  the  measnre  of  creating  a 
joint  commission,  the  President  would  not  be  understood 
as  objecting  to  a  resort,  by  the  Mexican  Government,  for 
its  own  sattsfiiclion,  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
for  the  purpo^ie  of  collecting  any  information  which  it  may 
desire.  Should  it  persist  in  attaching  importance  to  such 
a  meaeure,  the  hope  is  indulged  that  no  unnecessary  time 
will  be  lost  in  sending  out  the  commission,  so  that  the  ne- 
gotiation, in  regard  to  the  limit*,  may  be  resumed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

Mr.  CUty  to  Mr.  Poinsett— Extract. 

Defartmbitt  or  State, 

Washington,  March  16,  1837. 

Sim :  The  great  extent  and  the  facility  which  appears  to 
have  atteadeil  the  procurement  of  grants  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Mexican  Sutes,  for  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try to  ciliiens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  province  of  Tex- 
as, authorize  the  belief  that  but  little  value  »  placed  upon 
the  poaseasion  of  the  province  by  thai  Government.  These 
grants  eeem  to  have  been  made  without  any  sort  of  equiv- 
alent, judging  according  to  our  opinions  of  the  value  of 
land.  They  have  been  made  to,  and  apparently  in  con- 
templation of  being  settled  by,  citizens  from  the  United 
Sutee.  These  emigrania  will  carry  with  them  our  princi- 
ples of  law,  liberty,  and  religion ;  and  however  much  it  may 
be  hoped  they  might  be  dispoeed  to  amalgamate  with  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  so-far  aa  political  freedom 
ia  ooncemed,  it  would  be  almost  too  much  to  expect  that 
all  collisions  wouhl  be  avoided  on  other  subjects.  Already 
some  of  these  coUisiona  have  manifested  themselves,  and 
others,  in  the  progress  of  time,  may  be  anticipated  with 
confidence.  These  collisions  may  inaensibly  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies and  feeling  of  the  two  republics,  and  lead  to  misun- 
dersuodings. 

The  fixation  of  a  line  of  boundary  of  the  United  States 
on  the  side  of  Mexico,  should  be  such  as  to  secure,  not 
merely  eertmnty  and  apparent  safety  in  the  respective  lim- 
iU  of  the  two  countries,  but  the  consciousness  of  freedom 
from  all  danger  of  attack  on  either  side,  and  the  removal 
of  sdl  motives  for  such  attack.  That  of  the  Sabine  brings 
Mexico  nearer  our  great  Western  commercial  capital  than 
ia  desirable ;  and  although  we  now  are,  and  for  a  long  lime 
may  lemain,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  justice  and  moder- 
atioo  of  our  neighbor,  still  it  would  be  better  for  both  par- 
ties that  neither  abould  feel  that  he  is  in  any  condition  of 
exposure  on  the  remote  contingency  of  an  alteration  in 
existing  friendly  sentiments. 

Impreaaed  with  theee  views,  the  Prrsident  baa  thought 
the  piesent  might  be  an  auspicious  period  for  urging  a  ne- 
gotiation, at  Mexico,  to  settle  the  boundary  between  the 
territcnies  of  the  two  republics.  The  success  of  the  nego- 
tiation will  probably  be  promoted  by  throwing  into  it  other 
motrvea  than  those  which  strictly  belong  to  the  subject  it- 
aeli:      If  we  conW  obtain  such  a  boundary  as  wo  desire,  the 


Government  of  the  United  States  might  be  disposed  to  pay 
a  reasonable  pecuniary  consideration.  The  boundary  which 
we  prefer  is  that  which,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  del  Norte  in  the  sea,  riiall  asceml  that  rivor  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Puerco,  thence  ascending  this  river  to 
its  source,  and  from  its  source,  by  a  line  due  north,  to 
strike  the  Arkansa>,  thence  following  the  course  of  the 
aouthem  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in  latitude 
42^  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the 
South  aea.  The  boundary  thus  described  would,  acconib- 
ing  to  the  United  States  Tanner*s  map,  published  in  the 
United  States,  leave  Santa  F^  within  the  limits  uf  Mexico 
and  the  whole  of  Red  river  or  Rio  Roxa  and  the  Arkansas, 
as  far  up  as  it  is  probably  navigable,  within  the  limits  as- 
signed to  the  United  States.  If  that  boundary  be  unattain- 
able, we  would,  as  the  next  most  desirable,  agree  to  that 
of  the  Colorado,  beginning  at  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  of 
Bernardo,  and  ascending  the  river  to  its  source,  and  thence 
by  a  line  due  north  to  the  Arkansas,  and  thence,  as  above 
traced,  to  the  South  sea.  This  bUter  boundary  would 
probably  also  give  us  the  whole  of  the  Red  river,  would 
throw  us  somewhat  farther  from  Santa  F^,  but  it  would 
strike  Arkansas  posttMy  at  a  navigable  point.  To  obtain 
the  first-described  boundary,  the  President  authorizes  you 
to  offer  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  million  of  dollars.  If  you  find  it  impracticable  to  pro- 
cure that  line,  you  are  then  authoiized  to  offer,  for  the 
above  line  of  the  Colorada,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dolkirs.  If  either  of  the  above  oflers  should  be  ac- 
cepted, you  may  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
money,  as  you  may  happen  to  agree,  within  any  period 
not  less  than  three  months  aAer  the  exchange  at  the  city 
of  Washington  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

Shonld  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it  will  lie  neces- 
sary that  it  should  contain  a  stipulation  for  the  muUl  right 
of  navigation  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  or  the  Colorado,  as  the 
one  Of  the  other  of  them  may  be  agreed  on ;  and  for  the 
exercise  of  a  common  jurisdiction  over  the  river  itself. 
The  treaty  msy  also  provide  for  the  confirmation  of  all 
bona  fide  grants  for  lands  made  prior  to  its  date,  with  the 
conditions  of  which  there  shall  have  been  a  compliance ; 
and  it  may  contain  a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Lou- 
isiana and  Florida  treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
inhabitanto  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  principles  of  the  Federal  constitution, 
and  for  their  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  re- 
ligion. 

There  should  also  be  a  provision  made  for  delivery  of 
the  country  to  the  United  States  simultaneously,  or  aa^ 
nearly  so  as  practicable,  with  the  payment  of  the  consider- 
ation. We  should  be  satisfied  with  a  surrender  of  pos- 
session at  that  time,  as  far  as  the  river  line  extends,  (the 
Del  Norte  or  the  Colorado,')  and  to  receive  the  residue  as 
soon  as  the  line  to  the  Arkansas  can  be  traced,  which  the 
treaty  ought  to  provide  should  be  done  without  unnecessary 
delay,  and,  at  all  events,  before  a  future  day  to  be  specified. 

Joxt  R.  PoissKTT,  Esq.,  dec. 

Mr.  V^an  Buren  to  Mr.  Poinsett, 

DfcPAHTMUCT  OF  StaTE, 

Washington,  August  25,  1S29. 

Sir:  It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you  should, 
without  delay,  open  a  negotiation  with  the  Mexican  Go- 
vernment for  the  purchase  of  so  much  of  the  province  of 
Texas  as  is  hereinafter  described,  or  for  such  a  part  there- 
of as  they  can  l>e  induced  to  cede  to  us,  if  t)ie  same  bo 
conformable  to  either  of  the  locations  with  whigh  you  are 
herewith  furnished.  The  President  is  aware  of  the  difli- 
cuUies  which  may  be  interposed  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  in  view ;  but  he  confidently  l>etievcs  that  the 


in 


APPENDIX-^ro  Gales  8f  Se(UafC$  Register. 


85th  Coir«.  lit  Sbsi .] 


BrnmAty-^Ufiiied  States  and  Jtetea. 


Tiews  of  the  matter  which  H  will  be  in  your  power  to  rah- 
mit,  and  the  pecuniary  contideration  which  you  will  be 
aathoriEcd  to  propose,  will  enable  you  to  effect  it.  He  it 
induced,  by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  real  necessity  of  the 
proposed  acquisition,  not  only  as  a  guard  for  our  Western 
frontier,  and  the  protection  of  New  Orleans,  but  also  to 
secure  forever  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  undisputed  and  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
navigataoo  of  that  river,  together  with  the  belief  that  the 
present  moment  is  particularly  favorable  for  the  purpose,  to 
request  your  early  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  subject 

The  territory  of  which  a  cession  is  desired  by  the  United 
States  is  all  that  part  of  the  province  of  Texas  which  lies 
east  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  Gulf  of*  Mexico,  in  the 
centre  of  the  desert  or  Grand  prairie,  which  lies  west  of 
the  Rio  Nueces,  and  is  represented  to  be  nearly  two  hun- 
dred miles  in  width,  and  to  extend  north  to  the  mountains. 
The  propose*!  line  following  the  course  of  the  centre  of 
that  desert  or  prairie,  north,  to  the  mountains,  dividing 
the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  from  those  that 
run  eastward  to  the  Gulf,  and  until  it  strikes  our  present 
boundary  at  the  4  2d  degree  of  north  latitude.  It  is  known 
that  the  line  above  described  includes  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments of  liS  Bahia  and  San  Antonia  de  Bexar,  comprising 
all  the  Mexican  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  this  may 
furnish  an  objection  to  so  extensive  a  cession.  If,  from  this 
circumstance,  the  objection  should  be  made,  and  you  find 
the  Mexican  Government  disposed  to  cede  any  portion  of 
the  territory  in  question,  you  are  authorized  to  agree  to 
any  of  the  following  lines,  regarding  those  farthest  west  as 
preferable.  The  second  proposed  line  commences  on  the 
westeni  bank  of  the  Rio  de  la  Baca,  where  it  discharges 
itself  into  Matagorda  bay,  and  continuing  up  that  river  on 
the  western  bank  thereof  to  the  head  of  its  most  westerly 
branch ;  thence  due  north  until  the  line  shall  strike  the 
Rio  Colorado ;  and  thence  up  the  Colorado  river,  on  the 
western  bank  thereof,  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream ; 
thence  by  the  most  direct  course  that  will  intersect  our  line 
at  the  43d  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  include  the  head- 
waters of  the  Arkansas  and  Red  rivers. 

The  third  proposal  may  be  a  line  to  commence  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Colorado,  where  that  river  empties  itself 
into  Matagorda  bay,  and  on  the  west  bank  thereof,  to  con- 
tinue up  that  river  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream ;  and 
thence  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  its  principal  stream, 
so  as  to  intersect  oor  present  boundary  line  at  the  42d  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  including  also  the  head-waters  last 
mentioned. 

The  last  proposition  may  be  a  line  to  commence  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Brasses  de  DIos, 
and  on  the  westerly  bank  of  that  river,  to  pursue  the  course 
of  that  river  up  to  the  bead  of  its  most  westerly  branch,  by 
the  west  bank  thereof;  and  from  the  head  of  that  branch  of 
the  river  by  such  a  course  as  will  enable  us  to  intersect  our 
present  lino  at  the  point  slrcady  indicated. 

In  the  event  of  adopting  either  of  the  propositions  which 
establish  the  mouth  of  the  La  Baca  river  or  the  mouth  of 
the  Colorado  river  as  the  boundary,  it  mu.>t  be  stipulated 
for  an  extension  of  that  line  due  south  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  preceding  boundaries  are  as  definite  as,  with  the 
niateriaU  in  the  Department,  I  have  been  able  to  make 
them.  Ii  is,  neverthclew»,  probable  that  they  msy  be  greatly 
improved  by  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  localities  of 
the  country.  It  is  submitted  to  your  discretion  to  make 
such  alterations  as  Fhall  appear  to  you  to  be  clearly  bene- 
ficial to  the  United  States. 

The  boundary  at  present  assumed  by  Mexico  is  deemed 
objectionable  as  well  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  uncer- 
tainty as  for  reasons  of  a  diflerent  character.     Tt  is  repre- 
sented to  us  that,  of  the  two  streams  which  empty  into  the 
-  Sabine  Imy  through  the  3ame  channel,  the  one  farthe^it  west 


is  the  moM  eoniideraU^  and  raayt  with  nooan  ba  clMmed 
to  be  the  one  referred  to  in  the  treaty.  Th«  diouoee  be- 
tween them,  although  only  four  milea  where  th^y  enter  the 
bay,  at  some  places  approodkes  to  one  hondrad.  That 
there  is  much  ignorance  of  the  localiliee  of  the  prOviooe. 
and  consequently  confusion  and  error  in  the  maps  of  it 
which  are  extant,  is  certain.  Whether  the  repi«aeiitatVoBa 
which  have  been  made  upon  the  eubject  to  thia  Govern- 
ment be  founded  in  truth,  or  are  the  sugi^tions  of  inter- 
ested individuals  to  subserve  particular  viewo^  remaios  to' 
be  seen  ;  but  thb  is  not  the  only  nor  thestrongeat  ebjecdoiiN 
The  Sabine  is  a  very  inconsiderable  stream,  and  only  navi- 
gable by  small  crafts.  The  bay  is  shallow,  and  neither  it 
nor  the  river  can  ever  become  the  seat  of  sufficieat  com- 
merce to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  eostom-houaa  oc 
other  public  agency  in  its  vicinity.  Without  such  estab- 
lishment, it  is  imiKMsible  to  prevent  that  frontier  from  be- 
coming the  seat  of  an  extensive  system  of  smuggUng,  alike 
injurious  to  the  true  interests  of  both  countries.  The  lands 
east  of  the  Sabine  are,  for  the  most  part,  and  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, so  poor  and  so  effectually  cut  off  from  commercial 
facilities,  that  they  never  can  receive  or  sustain  a  dense  or 
even  respectable  population.  It  is  mainly  to  that  cauae 
that  the  objectionable  character  of  ita  present  iiihabiUnU  is 
to  be  attributed.  The  frontier,  therefore,  as  long  as  it  re- 
mains such,  must  continue  to  be  what  it  has  heretofore 
been,  a  receptacle  for  smugglere  and  outlaws.  In  addition 
to  the  disadvantage  which  must  result  to  the  United  Sutes 
from  their  dependence  on  such  a  population  for  the  pro- 
tection, in  the  first  instance,  of  their  border,  the  present 
state  of  things  is  well  calculated  to  create  incemant  difii- 
culties  and  broils  with  the  citizens  of  ihe  adjacent  pNarts  of 
Mexico,  who,  owing  to  the  superiority  of  their  soil,  and 
the  greater  commercial  advantages  that  belong  to  that  t»ide 
of  the  river,  will  naturally  be  mora  numerous  and  of  a  more 
respectable  character.  There  may  not  be  cause  for  much 
apprehension  fVom  this  source  at  the  present  day,  or  for  a 
a  short  time  to  come ;  but  in  so  grave  a  matter  as  the  ar- 
rangement and  establishment  of  a  boundary  between  inde- 
pendent nations,  it  becomes  us  to  look  into  futunty.  Thus 
viewing  the  matter,  it  is  far  from  visionary  te  see  in  the 
present  condition  of  things  the  germ  of  future  discontcnta, 
which  may  grow  into  national  complaints  and  hearv-bnra- 
ings,  and  perpetually  foster  and  iofla  me  a  spirit  of  jealousy, 
to  which  our  neighbora  are  already  too  much  inclioetl. 

We  are  not  left  altogether  to  conjecture  and  opec»latioo 
as  to  the  results  which  are  to  be  expected  from  a  cdnligQf  ty 
of  settlements  under  such  unfavorable  ctreumstances.  The 
experience  of  the  past  affords  the  means  of  a  safe  estimate 
of  the  future.  A  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  not  unfreqoently 
of  encroachment,  has  been  exhibited  by  our  citiaens  who 
inhabit  that  frontier,  which  has  been  productive  of  much  un- 
easiness to  the  Mexican  (Government,  and  not  withool  so- 
Ucitude  to  this.  Most  of  the  grants  that  have  been  made 
in  Texas  are  already  in  the  hands  of  Americans  and  Euro- 
peans. Notwithstanding  the  cautious  policy  evinoed  by 
the  Mexican  Government  in  the  deaignatlon  of  an  exten- 
sive lx>rder  territory,  within  which  no  grants  sboukl  be 
made  or  settlements  permitted,  the  improvement*  ot  the 
Americans  on  the  Texas  side  commence  from  what  is  re- 
garded as  the  boundary  line,  and  are  scattered  over  the  pro- 
hibited territory.  Not  only  has  the  intenlict  been  thus  dis- 
regarded by  the  adventurous  spirits  who  have  been  attract- 
ed thither  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, but  that  Government  itself  has  (it  is  understood) 
been  induced,  by  a  conviction  of  the  impossibility  of  cansaug 
it  to  be  respected,  to  make  grants  within  ita  limits.  The 
want  of  confidence  and  reciprocal  attichment  Iwtwcen  the 
Government  and  the  present  inhabitants  of  Texas,  (not 
Spanish, )  from  whatever  cause  arising,  is  too  notoriovs  to 
require  elucidation.  It  has,  in  the  short  space  of  five  yeafs» 
displayed  itself  in  not  less  than  four  revolts,  one  of  thera 
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haTing,  lor  its  avowed  object,  the  mdependenee  of  the  coun- 
try. Thie  Government  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  satisfy  that  of  Mexico  that  the  resistance  to  her  lawful  au- 
thority thus  made,  was  without  aid  or  countenance,  direct 
or  indirect,  from  us.  The  ancient  and  well-settled  policy 
of  the  United  States  in  this  respect  is  so  well  known,  and 
has  been  so  scrupulously  sdhered  to,  as  to  leave  no  room 
fiir  appiehensicn  that  it  can  be  ever  or  long  misunderstood 
by  other  Powers.  But  still,  the  recurrence  of  scenes  like 
these,  whilst  they  furnish  the  causes  of  onerous  expenses 
and  perpetual  inquietude  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  have  a  tendency  to  excite,  at  least,  tem- 
poraiy  suspicions  of  our  motives,  and  produce  consequent 
beart-bttroings,  hostile  to  those  cordial  and  friendly  rela^ 
tions  which  should  ever  be  preserved  between  neighboring 
SUfes.  It  fliiall  be  the  business,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Government,  so  to  conduct  itself  towards  Mexico  as  to  fur- 
nish no  just  grounds  for  complaint ;  but  it  would  be  much 
better  for  both  to  extinguish  the  sources  of  misapprehension 
by  an  arrangement  founded  upon  principles  of  just  re- 
ciprocity. 

The  situation  of  Texas,  in  relation  U>  the  numerous 
tribes  of  Indians  within  its  borders  and  in  its  vicinity,  also 
presents  matter  which  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  parent  Government,  and  which  may,  it  is  believed,  be 
sacoessfully  urged  in  favor  of  the  cession. 

The  Camanche  Indians,  a  numerous  and  daring  tribe, 
have  for  years  been  a  scourge  to  Texas ;  they  have,  more 
than  once,  swept  every  article  of  live  stock  from  their  own- 
ers, and  killed  the  inhabitants  of  San  Antonio  on  tbe  com- 
mons in  front  of  the  public  square.     They  are  apprized, 
moreover,  that  Indians  of  a  still  more  active,  warlike,  and 
daring  character  have  recently  settled  in  Texas,  and  that 
their  number  is  daily  increasing :  these  are  the  Shawnee, 
Cherokee,  and  Kid^apoo  tribes.     They  claim  an  equal 
right  of  occupancy  in  Texas  with  the  Mexicans  themselves, 
and  are  prepared,  as  they  say,  to  maintain  it  by  force. 
Tbe  ground  of  this  claim  is  understood  to  be  anlhvitation 
vrhich,  they  say,  was  given  to  them  by  the  Spfihish  autho- 
rities before  tbe  Revolution,  to  settle  in  the  province  to 
protect  its  inhabitants  against  their  old  enemy,  the  Caman- 
cfaas.     Their  number,  at  this  time  supposed  to  amount  to 
five  hundred  warriors,  is  constantly  increasing,  and  will 
issLMsnrily  increase  much  more  upon  the  removal  of  the 
great  body  of  the  American  Indians  further  west.     They 
have  selected  spots  for  their  settlements,  and  dbfy  thef^nb- 
lic  aothorities  to  dispossess  them.     To  protect  the  civilized 
iababitants  of  Texas  against  Indian  aggressions,  as  well 
as  to  keep  in  cheek  the  tumultuous  spirit  of  portions  of  tbe 
inhabitants  themselves,  the  Mexican  Government  deems  it 
miccsBsry  to  keep  on  foot  a  considerable  military  establish- 
anent  in  the  province.     Thisiias  been  very  expensive  to 
Iha  Government,  and  is,  in  the  present  depressed  state  of 
their  finances,  peculiarly  burdensome,  and  will,  probably, 
be  of  neeessary  continuance  so  long  as  the  province  belongs 
to  Mexico.     It  has,  however,  so  far  as  the  ^dians  are 
eooeemed,  proved  quite  inadequate  to  the  object  in  view. 
It  is  said  that  the  soldiers  are  insulted  by  tbe  savages  at 
the  monies  of  their  guns ;  and  that,  when  complainU  are 
made,  the  ofllcera  frankly  acknowledge  their  inability  to 
give  xedress.     Similar  aggressions  wore  made  on  the  Amer- 
ican  setaements  soon  after  their  first  esUblishment,  but 
the   perpetmtors  were  invariably  followed  and  punished. 
The  consequence  has  been  that  the  Indians  have,  for  sev- 
eral years,  abandoned  all  active  hostility  against  the  Amer- 
icana»  whilst  they  have  continued  their  aggreisions  upon 
the  Mexicans.     These  practices,  in  addition  to  the  positive 
injaxy  Uiey  cause  to  the  Meiicans,  have  the  eflbct  of  ag- 
gn^vating  existing  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  the  Mexican 
inbahttants,  by  infusing  a  suspicion  that  tbe  exemption 
which  tfl  attributable  solely  to  that  hardihood,  courage,  and 
enterprise  which  distinguishes  our  border-men,  arises  from 
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a  sinister  understanding  with  the  Indians.  By  yielding 
to  the  United  States  a  portion  of  I'exas,  tbe  Mexican  Gov- 
emment  will  not  only  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  its 
several  garrisons  in  that  country,  but  will  secure  a  protec- 
tion to  their  own  territory,  by  interposing  the  United  States 
between  the  Indians  and  their  eastern  frontier,  which  is 
their  exposed  point.  The  Camancbes  have  hitherto  con- 
fined their  expeditions  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte,  and  no  apprehension  is  felt  on  the  west  side  of  that 
river ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  extent  of  desert  to  cross,  be- 
fore they  can  reach  the  western  settlements,  there  is  also 
a  river  of  great  width  with  a  rapid  current  to  overcome. 
There  is  another  consideration,  of  much  intrinsic  weight, 
which  may  be  urged,  if  reference  to  it  would  not,  in  your 
judgment,  give  cause  of  offence. 

Being  on  the  spot,  and  fully  conversant  with  the  feelings 
of  those  who  constitute  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
with  current  events,  your  judgment  as  to  the  effect  likely 
to  be  produced  by  what  is  said  or  proposed  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Is  most  to  be  depended  upon.  Tbe  unsettled  slate  of 
the  Mexican  Government  is  too  well  known  to  be  dis-* 
guised.  The  successive  revolutions  to  which  it  has  al- 
ready been  exposed  attest  the  fact ;  and  the  dangers  which 
threaten  it  from  the  intrigues,  if  not  the  open  hostilities  of 
Spain,  are  of  a  character  which  cannot  be  regarded  with 
indifference.  This  consideration,  with  many  others  that 
might  be  stated,  but  which  your  knowledge  of  circumstan- 
ces will  readily  suggest,  expose  her  extended  confederacy 
to  the  hazard  of  dismemberment.  It  will  be  readily  ad- 
mitted by  her  well-informed  men  that,  in  such  an  event,  the 
first  successful  blow  would,  most  probably,  be  struck  in 
Texas.  Although  the  separation  of  that  territory  for  a 
limited  period  would  not  be  of  much  importance,  still  the 
probable  effect  of  the  example  could  not  fail  to  be  highly 
detrimental.  A  state  of  things  which  renders  so  disastrous 
an  event  possible,  not  to  say  probable,  deserves  the  serious 
consideration  of  that  Government. 

The  line  proposed  as  the  one  most  desirable  to  us,  would 
constitute  a  natural  separation  of  the  resources  of  the  two 
nations.  It  is  the  centre  of  a  country  uninhabitable  on 
the  Gulf;  and,  on  the  mountains,  so  difficult  of  access, 
and  so  poor,  as  to  furnish  no  inducement  for  a  land  inter- 
course ;  and,  of  course,  no  theatre  for  those  differences 
that  are  almost  inseparable  from  a  neighborhood  of  com- 
.mercial  interests.  It  corresponds  with  the  habitual  feel- 
ings of  tbe  people  of  Mexico,  and  with  the  avowed  policy 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  by  causing  a  wide  separation 
and  difficulties  of  intercourse  lietween  the  inhabitants  of 
the  two  countries,  and  by  preventing  those  excitements 
and  bickerings  invariably  produced  by  the  contiguous  op- 
eration of  conflicting  laws,  habits,  and  interesU.  The 
commercial  establishment  which  would  lie  forthwith  made 
at  the  Nueces,  and  in  its  vicinity,  would  enable  us 
to  preserve,  in  a  great  degree,  the  morals  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  both  sides,  by  the  prevention  of  smuggling ;  and 
the  Mexican  Government,  by  thus  respecting  the  real  in- 
interestsof  the  United  Ststes,  without  actual  prejudice  to 
its  own,  would  afford  the  strongest  evidence  of  that  spirit 
of  friendship  by  which  the  United  StaUs  have  always  been 
influenced  towards  it,  and  which  should  ever  characterize 
the  conduct  of  neighboring  republics. 

The  President  does  not  desire  the  proposed  cession  with- 
out rendering  a  just  and  fair  equivalent  for  it.  He,  there- 
fore, authorizes  you  to  offer  to  tlie  Mexican  Government 
for  a  cession  according  to  the  first-mentioned  boundary,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  of  dollars ;  and  »i  strong 
are  his  convictions  of  iu  great  value  to  the  United  Sutes, 
that  he  will  not  object,  if  you  should  find  it  iuilispensably 
necessary,  to  go  as  high  as  five  millions.  You  will,  of 
eourae,  consult  the  intoresU  of  the  United  States,  by  ob- 
taining the  cession  (if  it  can  be  obtained  at  all)  upon  terms 
as  favonible  and  for  a  price  as  low  as  practicable,  regard- 
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ing  the  lum  above  stated  only  as  the  maximum  amount  to 
which  jou  are  authorized  to  go.  Should  you  find  the 
GoTernment  of  Mexico  unwilling  to  part  with  as  large  a 
portipn  of  thfir  territory  as  would  be  included  in  the  first- 
mentioned  bounds,  but  disposed  to  cede  a  less  quantity » 
you  will,  in  such  case,  endeavor  to  obtain  a  cession  agree- 
able to  some  one  of  the  boundaries  above  described,  urging 
them  in  the  order  of  preference  before  stated,  and  stipulate 
to  pay  therefor  a  sum  which,  estimating  five  millions  as  a 
fair  compensaUon  for  the  largest  extent  proposed,  would 
be  a  proportionate  equivalent  for  that  which  is  ceded. 

A  credit  of  three  or  four  years,  by  annunl  and  equal 
instalments,  upon  an  interest  of  six  per  centum,  would  be 
preferred ;  but,  if  necessary,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  within  four  months,  or  some  other  rea- 
sonable time  after  the  exchange  of  the  final  ratifications  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  delivery  of  the  possession  of  the  ceded 
territory. 

The  ratification  must  be  required  to  take  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government  before  the  treaty  is  sub- 
milled  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  iu  ratification 
on  our  pan. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  present  moment  is  regarded 
by  us  as  an  auspicious  one  to  secure  the  cession ;  and  will 
now  add,  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable 
objection  to  its  being  embraced,  on  the  score  of  delicacy,  or 
from  an  apprehensi(ft  that,  in  doing  so,  we  would  give 
offence  to  the  Government  of  Mexico.  Nothing  would  Iw 
more  adverse  to  the  feelings  of  the  President  than  to  give 
that  Government  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  capable  of 
taking  advantage  of  their  necessities,  to  obtain  frotn  them 
any  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  the  cession  of  which 
would  impair  the  true  interests  or  commit  the  honor  of  that 
country. 

The  comparatively  small  value  of  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion to  Mexico ;  its  remote  and  disconnected  situation ;  the 
unsettled  condition  of  her  affairs ;  the  depressed  and  lan- 
guishing state  of  her  finances;  and  the  still,  and  at  this 
moment  particularly  threatening  attitude  of  Spain,  all  com- 
bine to  point  out  and  recommend  to  Mexico  the  policy  of 
parting  with  a  portion  of  her  territory  of  very  limited  and 
contingent  benefit,  to  supply  herself  with  4he  means  of  de- 
fending the  residue  with  the  better  prospect  of  success,  and 
with  less  onerous  burdens  to  her  citizens.  It  is  for  the 
Federal  Government  of  Mexico,  if  they  approve  of  the  policy, 
of  doing  so,  to  judge  of  their  constitutional  power  to  make 
the  cession.  It  is  believed  that  no  doubt  could  exist  on  that 
point,  if  the  consent  of  the  Slate  of  Coahuila  were  obtained ; 
and  if  the  views  wo  take  of  the  true  interests  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico  are  not  founded  in  error,  it  is  supposed  that 
aach  consent  would  not  be  withheld. 

Should  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  and  either  of 
the  rivers  herein  mentioned  be  agreed  upon  as  the  boundary, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  it  should  contain  a  stipulation  for 
the  mutual  right  of  navigation,  and  for  that  of  common 
jurisdiction  over  the  river  itself.  The  treaty  mny  also  pro- 
vide for  the  confirmation  of  all  bona  fide  granta  of  land 
made  prior  to  ita  date.  Your  situation  in  Congress  must 
have  made  yeu  sensible  of  the  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties under  which  the  United  States  have  labored  from  fre- 
quent applications  for  the  confirmation  of  titles  to  lands  in 
the  territories  heretofore  ceded  to  them,  in  cases  in  which 
the  original  conditions  of  the  gnnia  had  not  been  complied 
with.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  the  stipulation,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  confirm  granta  previously  made, 
should  be  limited,  in  terms  more  explicit  than  heretofore 
used,  to  cases  in  which  the  conditions  of  the  granta  have 
been  fully  complied  with,  whenever  the  time  for  such  com- 
pliance shall  have  expired.  The  treaty  may  also  contain 
a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of  the  inhabitanta  into  the 
Union,  as  louD  as  it  can  be  done  consistontly  with  the  prin- 


ciples of  the  federal  constitution,  and  for  the  enjoymeDl  oC 
their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  It  will,  of  ooana, 
contain  a  stipulation  for  the  delivery  of  the  coantiy  to  ths 
United  States  simultaneously,  or  as  nearly  to  u  may  be 
practicable,  with  the  payment  of  the  considerttioD 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  byColonel  Anthony 
Butler,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Golon^BoAsc^ 
made  himself  well  acquainted,  by  actual  examiostion,  with 
the  territory  in  question,  ita  streams  and  loealitiei.  In  tlw 
belief  that  he  deserves  your  confidence,  and  that  hs  may  te 
useful  to  you  in  the  negotiation  by  supplyiog  yon  with 
facta  which  might  not  otherwise  be  within  your  retch,  h« 
has  been  instructed  to  observe  your  directions  in  regiid  to 
his  stay  at  Mexico,  and  his  agency  in  the  matter  whiiit 
there. 

A  full  power,  authorizing  you  to  negotinte  snd  condode 
a  treaty,  as  stated  above,  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Im,  with  great  respect,  yoar  obedient 
servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

JoxL  R.  PoTirSKTT,  Es^. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  MinUter 
PUnipotentiary  U.  S,  io  Mexieo. 

Mr.  LtvingMton  to  Mr,  Butler, — Extract 

Dkpartmikt  op  Statx, 

Washington,  March  30, 1833. 

The  situation  of  affairs  in  the  State  of  Texas  y  CothuiU 
makes  it  important  that  your  negotiation  on  that  sabjeol 
should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  It  is  at  Utit 
doubtful  whether,  in  a  few  weeks,  any  stipulation  coaU  be 
carried  into  effect.  No  new  inatructiona  on  the  subject  of 
the  proposed  cession  being  deemed  necessary,  the  PrMideot 
has  directed  me  to  refer  you  to  those  already  given  on  that 
subji^ct. 

Mr,  MeLane  to  Mr.  Butler. 

DspAETXairT  or  State, 

Waahtngion^  January  IS,  1834. 
Sim :  Yott  are  aware  that  the  period  fixed  by  the  Ourd 
article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  with  Mexico,  and  the  anida 
ailditional-  thereto,  for  the  meeting  of  the  oommianoMn 
and  surveyors  provided  for  by  that  treaty,  expired  oa  the 
3d  t^f  Aprir  last,  and  that  in  consequence  of  ihe  omidon 
of  the  Mexican  Government  timely  to  appoint  the  conmii* 
sioner  and  surveyor  on  their  part,  no  such  mestinf  took 
place.     The  appointment  of  the  oommisaioner  on  the  (lait 
of  the  United  States  was  made  on  the  30th  May,  I883i 
and  publicly  announced  in  the  Globe  newspaper  at  Waah- 
tngton,  on  the  19th  of  July^  1832,  amd  noUcewaa  fiwB 
to  Mr.  Montoya,  the  Mexican  cbargi^  d'afiaires,oo  thaSOlh 
of  the  same  month,  that  this  QoVifrnment  was  prapara}  M 
proceed  conjointly  with  that  of  Mexico  to  the  dc«|naUoa 
of  the  boundary  line;  and  though  Mr.  Montoya  w»»* 
quested,  at  the  same  time,  to  sUte  whether  any  arrasft- 
ment  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  his  GovemmeDtforihit 
object,  and,  if  not,  to  request  the  immediate atieotionol 
his  Government  to  the  subject,  this  Department  ramaiMO 
wholly  without  information  as  to  the  appointment  of  f 
commissioner  and  surveyor  on   the  part  of  Mexico,  untu 
the  4th  ultimo,  when  I  was  infonned  by  Mr.  Caatillo,  tht 
Mexican  charg^  d'affaires,  under  date  of  the  2d  of  w 
same  month,  that  the  Mexican  commissioaei  and  ^^^y?^ 
had  been  appointed.     I  learn   verbally  from  Mr.  Caaulto 
that  he  has  not  been  advised  as  to  the  time  of  their  ap> 
pointmont ;  but  by  a  report  made  by  the  Minister  of  FofUgo 
Affairs  to  the  Congress  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  May  Wt 
1  perceive  that  no  such  appointoaent  had  then  been  auuc; 
on  the  contrary,  the  minister  apeaks  of  the  commisaioa  m 
yet  to  be  created  by  aach  Govarnment. 
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Under  these  cireamitsncea,  the  treaty  of  limito  canoot 
be  carried  into  full  effect  without  a  new  eoniention  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  providing  for  that  object. 

The  President  directs,  therefore,  that  you  will  conclude 
a  new  convention  with  the  Mexican  Government,  consist- 
ing of  a  siRf^le  article,  stipulating  for  an  extension  of  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  for  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors,  and  author- 
iiing  them  to  meet  for  the  performance  of  their  duties  at 
any  time  within  one  year  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  new  convention.  And  to  enable  you  to  exe- 
cnte  these  instructions,  the  necessary  powers  are  herewith 
(ransnutted  to  you.  The  new  convention  which  you  are 
now  inetraeted  to  conclude  must  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican 
Government  previously  to  submitting  it  for  the  ratification 
by  the  T7nited  States,  and  provison  must  also  be  made  for 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  at  Washington  within 
one  month  after  it  shall  be  ratified  by  the  United  Stiies. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  President,  therefore,  that  as  soon 
as  the  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
you  will  Qsk  for  your  audience  of  leave,  and  return  home, 
bringing  the  ratified  treaty  with  you. 

The  previous  ratificatiori  of  the  new  treaty  by.  the  Mexi- 
can Government  is  a  necessary  precaution  against  impedi- 
ments similar  to  those  which  have  heretofore  baffled  the  ef- 
forts of  the  President  finally  to  close  this  subject ;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  theie  have  arisen  chiefiy,  if  not 
'  entirely,  from  the  neglect  of  the  Mexican  Government,  she 
cannot  with  any  propriety  decline  complying  with  the 
terms  now  presented. 

In  yonr  audience  of  leave,  you  will  state  to  the  Mexican 
authoritioe  that  the  PreMdent  has  been  induced  by  impera- 
tive considerations,  connected  with  the  public  service,  to 
require  your  presence  in  the  United  States,  and  that  it  is 
his  intention  as  early  as  practicable  to  renew  our  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE. 

Antkosit  Bdtlbii,  Esq. 

Charge  d^Affcdru  of  the  United  Stafea,  Mexico, 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Butler.^Extract. 
DspAiiTMsaT  OF  State, 

Wa^hingtoiif  July  2,  1835. 
Sia  :  I  have  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Pres- 
ident your  letter  of  the  17ih  ultimo,  relative  to  the  nego- 
tiation with  Mexico  for  Texas.     By  bis  direction,  I, have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  sufiiciont  reason  appears 
upon  it  for  any  changes  in  the  instructions  that  have  been 
heretofore  given  to  you  on  that  subject.     With  an  anxious 
desire  to  secure  the  vpry  desirable  alteration  in  our  bound- 
ary with  Mexico,  the  l^rcsident  is  resolved  that  no  means 
of  even  an  equivocal  character  shall  be  used  to  accomplish 
it.      It  is  due  to  the  occasitin  to  say  to  you  als'^,  that  on  the 
examination  of  your  communications  on  this  subject,  con- 
nected with  your  verbal  explanation;:,  no  confidence  is  felt 
that  your  negotiation  is  likely  to  be  successful;  but  as  you 
entertain  a  confident  belief  that  you  can  succeed  in  a  very 
short  time,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  give  yuu  the  opportunity 
of  benefiting  yoMt  country  by  your  exertions*,  and  of  doing 
honor  to  yourself.    The  President,  however,  instructs  me 
to  say  that  the  negotiation  must  be  brought  to  a  close  at 
once,  so  that  the  result  may  be  known  by  the  meeting  of 
Congres^y  as  provision  must  be  made,  in  case  it  issucces^- 
fuly  for  carrying  it  into  execution.     You  will  be  expected 
in  Che  United  States  as  soon  as  it  is  closed,  to  report  the 
result,  whatever  it  may  be,  by  December. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOHN  FORSYTU. 
A!«rnoxT  BurLRR,  Rsq,  Charge  d' Affaires,  <^r. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Butler.^^Extraet. 

DRPARTWXirT  of  State, 

Washington,  August  6,  1835. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  represented  to  the  President  that 
the  port  of  St.  Francisco,  on  the  western  coast  of  the 
United  'Mexican  States,  would  be  a  most  desirable  place  of 
resort  for  our  numerous  vessels  engaged  in  the  wealing 
business  in  the  Pacific,  far  preferable  to  any  to  which  they 
no;v  have  access,  he  has  directed  that  an  addition  should  be 
made  to  your  instructions  relative  to  the  negotiation  for 
Texas.  The  main  object  is  to  secure  within  our  limits  the 
whole  bay  of  St.  Francisco.  If  you  can  induce  the  Mex- 
ican Government  to  agree  to  any  line  which  will  effect  this, 
you  are  authorized  to  offer  a^sum  of  in  addition  to 

the  sum  you  were  directed  to  offer  for  the  first  line  men- 
tioned in  your  original  instructions  upon  the  sub- 
ject. You  are  to  endeavor  fir-t  to  obtain  the  following 
boundary,  which  is  considered  the  most  eligible : 

Beginning  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  proceed  along  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  to  the  37th  paral- 
lel of  latitude,  and  thence  along  that  parallel  to  the  Pacific. 
This  line  may  probably  be  supposed  to  approach  too  near, 
if  not  to  include,  the  Mexican  settlement  of  Monterey.  If 
this  objection  should  be  urged,  you  can  obviate  it  by  ex- 
plaining that  we  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  actual 
settlements  of  Mexico  on  that  coast,  and  you  may  agree  to 
any  provision  effecting  the  great  object  of  securing  the  bay 
of  St.  Francisco,  and  excluding  Monterey  andthe  territory 
in  its  immediate  neighborhood. 

As  it  in  not  deemed  essential  to  obtain  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte  for  our  western  boundary,  if  any  objection  should  be 
made  to  it,  you  may  next  propose  the  western  line  specified 
in  your  original  instructions,  but  stopping  at  the  37th  par- 
allel, or  at  any  other  line  that  would  include  the  bay  of  St. 
Francisco,  and  proceeding  along  such  line  to  the  Pacific. 
If  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  should  be  agreed  upon  as  the 
western  line,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  free  navigation  of 
that  river  to  both  parties.  ^ 

If,  however,  you  cannot  obtain  a  southern  line  which 
will  include  within  our  limits  the  whole  bay  of  St.  Fran- 
cisco, you  will  proceed  under  your  original  instructions, 
and  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  close,  as  directed  in  the  let- 
ter from  the  Department  of  the  2d  July,  1835,  No.  94. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Ahthoxt  Butler,  Esq., 

Chargi  d'AffairtB  of  the  United  States,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  day. -^Extracts. 

Mkxjco,  July  Id,  1823. 
Sir:  I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  appoint- 
ment, on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  manner  of  conducting  the  negotiations  for  the 
treaties  of  commerce  and  of  limits  between  the  two  nations. 
It  was  agreed  to  treat  the  (wo  subjects  separately. 
•  •  •  • 

With  respect  to  the  treaty  of  limiu,  I  suggested  that,  - 
jiltbough  the  Government  of  the  United  States  held  ftsclf 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  with 
the  King  of  Spain  22d  of  February,  1819,  still  it  would 
appear  more  becoming  the  independent  character  of  this 
Government  to  lay  aside  that  treaty  altogether,  and  to  cn- 
doivor  to  establish  a  boundary  which  would  be  more  easily 
defined,  and  which  might  be  mutually  more  advantageous. 
The  Secretary  expressed  himself  much  gratified  by  .such  a 
suggestion,  and  proposed  that  the  two  Governments  should 
forthwith  sppoint  commissioners  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  country  bordering  on  the  line  formerly  settled  with 
Spain,  611  as  to  obtain  such  information  in  regard  to  that 
portion  of  our  respective  territofics  as  would  enable  us  to 
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act  underatandingly  on  the  sabject.  I  objected  to  this  pro- 
posal the  limited  powers  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  that  such  an  appointment  could  not  well  be 
made  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  He  replied, 
that  his  GoTernroent  would  be  very  averse  permanently  to 
fix  the  Hmits  between  the  two  nations  on  the  very  slender 
information  they  at  present  possessed  of  that  frontier  coun- 
try. After  some  further  conversation  on  the  subject,  it 
was  agreed  that  he  should  address  me  a  note,  stating  the 
views  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  proposed  con- 
vention of  limits.     This  has  not  yet  been  received. 

I  have  the  himor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
.  obedient  servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Mr,  PoinaeU  to*Mr,  Clay, ^Extract. 
Leg-atioh  or  thb  Uhitxd  Statks  op  Axerica, 
Mexico,  July  27,  18«6, 

Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  a  transla- 
tion of  the  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  Govein- 
mcnt,  on  the  subject  of  the  road  from  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  Santa  F^  of  New  Mexico ;  and  respecting  the  treaties  of 
commerce  and  limits  between  the  two  nations,  to  which  I 
alluded  in  my  last,  marked  A  ;  together  with  my  reply, 
marked  B. 

I  find  that  there  exists  great  apprehension  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  this  country  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  contemplate  renewing  their  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte ;  and  it  may  be  of 
some  importance  to  consider  their  great  sensibility  on  this 
subject,  when  the  line  of  country  to  be  examined,  with  a 
view  to  the  limits  between  the  two  nations,  shsll  be  deter- 
mined on,  should  the  President  think  proper  to  accede  to 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  accompanying  note. 

A. 

^lr.  Alarnan  to  Mr,  PoinaeiL 

^  Mix  ICO,  July  20,  1825. 

Sir:  I  bad  postponed  answering  (he  note  which  your 
fzjellency  addressed  to  mo  on  the  17th  of  lost  month,  re- 
specting the  measures  adopted  by  tlie  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  opening 'a  road  from  the 
western  limit  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  the  frontier  of 
these  States,  in  the  direction  of  Santa  F6  in  New  Mexico, 
and  its  continuation  beyond  those  limits,  in  concert  with 
this  Government,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  able,  at  the 
same  time,  to  address  your  excellency  upon  a  subject  of 
more  extensive  importance,  which  embraces,  as  your  ex- 
cellency has  observed,  this  of  which  we  arc  treating.  On 
your  presentation  to  the  most  excellent  senor  President  of 
this  republic,  your  excellency  signified  that  you  were  au- 
thorized by  your  Government  to  conclude  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  limits  with  this ;  and  certainly  the  opening  of 
this  new  road  suf»po8C8  the  existence  of  these  treaties,  by 
virtue  of  which  the  limits  which  divide  this'republic  from 
that  will  be  settled,  as  well  as  the  regulations  which  are  to 
govern  the  commercial  relations  of  both  nations ;  nor  will 
it  be  easy  to  separate  them,  without  incurring  inconve- 
niences very  difficult  to  avoid.  So  that  the  President  be- 
lieves it  to  be  more  pisin  and  easy  to  commence  by  con- 
cluding the  treaties  which  you  are  authorized  to  make, 
leaving  the  business  of  marking  out  the  road  to  he  adjusted 
afterwards,  as  dependent  upon  ihem,  and  which  this  Gov- 
ernment is  disposed  to  concur  in,  as  it  is  convinced  that 
this  new  channel  of  communication  between  the  two  na- 
tions, which  is  about  to  be  opened,  will  l>e  equally  uj»eful 
and  beneficial  to  both. 

In  the  actual  state  of  things,  the  final-  conclusion  oC  a 
treaty  which  should  embrace  the  two  points  of  commerce 
and  of  limits,  could  not  be  eflfccted  with  that  promptness 
which  this  Government  wishes.    The  marking  out  of  limits. 


by  lu  nature^  and  the  particttlar  difiioalties  which  in  cor 
case  attend  such  a  work,  both  by  want  of  the  topographicRl 
information  sufficiently  exact  to  inspire  any  ooDfidenee^  and 
from  the  series  of  trigonometrical  obaervatiooa  which  it 
would  be  naeeasary  to  make  on  a  vast  extent  of  unexplored 
couniiy,  is  subject  to  delays  that,  however  graai  the  zeal 
with  which  both  .Governments  might  forwwd  the  wovk, 
would  consume  a  great  deal  of  time;  when,  on  ibe  other 
hand,  the  two  subjecte  might  be  separated  without  any  pre- 
judice to  the  national  interests.  We  might  then»  if  your 
excellency  thought  proper,  (and  this  is  the  opinion  of  the 
President,)  proceed  immediately  to  negotiate  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  leaving  on  one  side  the  point  of  limits;  and 
that  we  might  negotiate  on  this  subject,  the  two  Govern- 
ments  might  name  their  commissioners,  who,  on  examin- 
ing together  the  country  within  a  given  latitude,  from  one 
sea  to  the  other,  might  present  exact  information  upon 
which  the  limits  might  be  established  as  is  desired.  This 
manner  of  proceeding  throws  no  obstacle  in  the  proseni- 
tion  of  the  end  proposed ;  for,  whether  the  bases  for  marking 
the  Umito  are  designated  previously  in  the  treaty  to  be  then 
afterwsrds  defined  with  precision  by  both  oommissioners  of 
both  Governments,  or  whether  we  proceed  in  the  manner  I 
have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  excellency,  the  result  wUl 
always  be  the  same,  with  the  only  difierence,  thai  by  the 
method  indicated  we  might  proceed  with  more  certainty, 
and  we  should  possess  more  exact  information  to  go  apon. 
The  commissioners  which  this  Government  might  nominsle 
for  this  object,  might  likewise  receive  instructions  respect- 
ing the  demarcation  of  this  road,  so  that  both  theee  points 
might  be  taken  into  consideration  ai\d  satisfactorily  smtJed. 
Your  excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  to  yonr 
Government  what  I  have  the  honor  to  propoee  to  you  iiy 
order  of  the  President,  assuring  it  at  the  same  time  of  the 
sincerity  of  this  Government,  and  of  the  desire  with  which 
it  is  animated  to  establish,  in  a  solid  manner,  and  to 
strengthen  more  and  more  the  relations  of  friendihip  be- 
tween two  people  so  intimately  united  by  the  similarity  of 
their  institutions  and  their  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consicferations 
Ac,  LUCAS  ALAMAN. 

B. 

Mr.  Poinaeit  to  Mr,  Alaman. 

Leoatiost  of  tbb  U.  S,  A. 

Mexico,  July  27,  1«5. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  20lh  instant,  in  which  your 
excellency  propones  to  postpone  the  business  of  marking 
out  the  road  from  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  toSenU 
Fe  of  New  Mexico,  until  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaties 
of  commerce  and  of  limite  between  the  two  republics,  w 
until  after  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  explore 
that  tract  of  country  which  will  include  the  frontiers  of  the 
two  States. 

Although  very  unwilling  to  urge  this  GovcmroeDt  to 
adopt  a  measure  which  it  apprehends  may  be  attended  with 
unavoid.ible  inconveniences,  I  cannot  but  regret  this  delay « 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  will  prove  injurious  to  a  com- 
merce just  rising  into  existence  between  the  Western 
States  of  North  America  and  New  Mexico.  The  commis- 
sionera  for  this  object  have  been  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  are,  probably,  by  this  tame. 
on  the  spot,  waiting  the  result  of  an  arrangement  which, 
from  ihe  mutual  benefits  it  is  calculated  to  confer  on  both 
nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States  presumed  would 
meet,  with  no  obstacle  or  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Gorcni- 
ment  of  Mexico;  especially  as  it  was  believed  that  an  ar- 
rangement might  have  been  made  so  as  efifectuaJly  to  pre- 
vent the  oc<:urrenoe  of  those  inconveniences  which  this 
Government  appears  to  a|iprehcnd.     The  object  of  mark- 
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ing  Mi  thii  road  ai  ibis  time,  is  to  enable  tbe  caravans  to 
fiad  tbeir  way  tbrougb  the  unexplored  and  trackless  waste 
tiiat  lies  between  tbe  fioniier  of  tbe  8Uto  of  Missouri  and 
8«Dla  Fe  of  New  Mezioo.  To  postpone  tbis  bushieas  un- 
111  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  survey  tbat  part  of 
tiw  oQuntry,  witb  a  vi«w  to  tbe  final  adjustment  of  our 
limits,  wiU  embarrass  that  trade  very  much;  and  I  still 
venture  to  hope  tbat  bii»  excellency  the  PresitUnt  of  these 
Btstes  will  insuuct  yonr  excellency  to  entor  into  some  ar- 
xiDgement  witb  me  by  which  tbis  desirable  end  may  be 
sooner  accompHsbed. 

Aware  ae  I  am  tbat  tb^  Government  of  tbe  United  States 
of  Anerii-a  is  equally  anxious  witb  tbis  to  conclude,  as 
early  as  possible,  a  treaty  which  sbaU- settle  on  a  permanent 
beais  tbe  future  commercial  relations  of  tbe  two  countriee, 
I  resdily  accede  to  your  excellency's  proposal  to  separato 
tbe  two  sobfects  of  commerce  and  limits,  and  request  you 
will  oonununiceto  to  his  excellency  tbe  President  my  readi- 
nsia  to  prooeed  immediately  to  negotiate  tbe  treaty  of  cora^ 
merce  witb  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  proper 
to  appoint. 

With  respect  to  your  excellency's  proposal,  tbat  the  two 
Govemmente  should  forthwith  appoint  commissioners,  who, 
by  a  careful  examination  of  the  country  from  sea  to  sea, 
within  a  given  latitude,  might  furnish  exact  information 
upon  wbidi  the  limito  could  finally  be  adjusted,  1  see  only 
one  aarioas  objection  to  it,  and  that  is  tbe  great  <1elay  such 
a  coorae  is  likely  to  occasion.  Tbe  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stotes,  if  be  accedes  to  this  proposal  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  cannot  appoint  such  commissioners  until  after 
tbe  meeting  of  Congress  in  December  next,  nor  could  they 
be  on  tbe  ground  before  the  spring  of  1836:  their  opera- 
tions could  not  be  concluded  in  less  than  one  year,  leaving 
the  boundary  undefined  by  treaty  for  tbe  term  of  two  years. 

Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  his  excellency  tbe  President 
of  ibeae  United  States,  I  shall  transmit  to  my  Government 
his  proposals  on  this  subject ;  and,  in  tbe  mean  time,  pray 
your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  respect  and 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 


Mr.  Ataman  to  Mr,  Poirueit. — Extract. 

Msxico,  Auguet  10,  1825. 
The  Pre<»idcnt  has  seen  with  satisfaction  the  disposition 
of  yonr  excellency  to  separate  the  two  negotiations  of  com- 
merce and  of  limits,  forming  a  particular  treaty  for  each  of 
theae  objects,  and  has,  in  consequence,  thought  proper  to 
honor  with  his  commission,  for  tbe  purpose  of  ad)usting 
the  first,  tbe  most  excellent  Senor  Don  Job6  Ignacio  Esteva, 
Secretory  of  State  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
and  myself,  who  will  be  ready  to  enter  into  conference 
with  your  excellency  as  soon  as  you  think  proper  to  ad- 
vise us  tbat  you  are  so  disposed.  With  regard  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  the  difiiculties  and  delays  which  occur  to  your 
excrellency  are  inevitable  in  either  case;  for  the  limite  can- 
not be  definitively  settled  until  the  reconnoissance  of  the 
country  has  been  made ;  and  all  that  can  be  done  to  short- 
en the  time,  is  to  facilitate  this  examination  in  the  man- 
ner f  have  proposed  to  your  excellency,  and  which  you 
ofier  to  present  to  your  Gevemment. 

Mr  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. ^Extract, 

LXBATIOK  OF  THE  UwiTKB  StATKS, 

Mexico,  September  20,  1825. 

Sts  ;  I  bad  an  interview  this  morning  with  the  Sccre- 
imiy  oi  State,  at  his  request,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  bound- 
^ry  line  between  the  two  republics.  He  began  by  saying 
tiint  he  wished  to  ascertain  the  ancient  boundaries  between 


tbe  United  States  and  the  Spantab  possessions,  as  defined 
by  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  asked  me  to  trace  them  for  him 
in  Melisb's  map.  I  did  so,  but  observed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  that  treaty  was  concluded  before  the  cession  of 
Louisiana.  I  then  inquired  his  object  in  wishing  to  as- 
certain the  former  boundaries.  He  replied,  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  advisable  in  the  treaty  we  were  about  conclud- 
ing, to  specify  the  andcnt  boundary  until  the  new  line  was 
agreed  upon.  I  replied,  be  must  be  aware  that,  previous 
to  the  treaty  with  Spain  concluded  at  Washington  in  1819, 
the  United  States  of  America  claimed  to  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte,  and  Spain  to  the  Mississippi;  and  that  treaty  was  a 
compromise  of  various  disputed  claims  made  by  the  con- 
tracting parties ;  that  it  was  binding  on  tbe  United  Mexir 
can  States,  having  been  concluded  before  their  emancipa- 
tion from  Spain,  and  has  since  been  acknowledged  by  tbeir 
accredited  agento  in  the  United  States.  There  had  been  ample 
time  to  have  carried  that  treaty  into  full  effect,  but  that  tbe 
Government  of  tbe  United  Statea  bad  been  withheld  from  do- 
ing so  only  by  motives  of  delicscy  towards  Mexico.  That 
the  same  motives  bad  induced  me  to  propose  an  entire 
new  treaty,  which  should  not  sUude  to  the  one  formerly 
concluded  with  Spain ;  but  that  in  so  doing  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  yield  one  square  inch  of  land  which  was  included 
within  the  limite  of  the  United  States  according  to  the 
boundary  line  at  that  lime  agreed  upon.  Tbat  in  my 
opinion  a  more  advantageous  boundary  might  be  drawn 
between  the  two  countries,  hot  that  such  a  line  was  not  to 
be  sought  for  east  of  tbe  Sabine  or  north  of  the  Red  river 
or  the  Arkansaa ;  and  that,  finally,  no  article  such  as  he 
proposed  could  be  inserted  in  the  treaty,  without  my  re- 
newing in  it  the  claim  of  the  United  tftates  to  the  country 
north  and  east  of  tbe  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte. 

On  my  return  home  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  note  from 
the  Mexican  charg^  d'affaires  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Washington,  together  with  tbe  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  concluded  at  Washington  in  1819. 

Mr,  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Ctay.Sxtract. 

LXOATIOX  or  THE  UwiTBD  StITIS, 

Mexico^  March  18,  1825. 

By  the  colonisation  law  passed  in  August,  1824,  the 
General  Government  reserved  twenty  leagues  of  land  from 
the  frontiers  of  neighboring  nations,  and  ten  leaguea  from 
tlie  sea  shore,  which  cannot  be  granted  by  the  States  ex- 
cept witb  the  provioos  consent  of  the  £xecuti\  e.  Having 
learnt  that  tbe  Preaident  had  given  his  consent  to  a  grant 
of  land  made  by  the  State  of  Coabuila  and  Texas,  of  a 
tract  situated  withm  that  limit,  on  the  Red  river,  I  called 
this  morning  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
told  Espinosa  tbat  I  should  not  consider  sny  grant  as  valid 
tbat  was  made  while  the  negotiations  were  pending,  in  the 
event  of  tbat  portion  of  country  being  included  by  the 
Ueaty  within  the  limite  of  the  United  States.  He  admitted 
that  tbe  objection  was  proper,  and  engoged  to  write  to  the 
Stato  of  Texas  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Poimeft  to  Mr.  Clay. —Extract. 

Lbgatiox  of  TBS  United  States, 
Mexico,  July  12,  1826. 
This  Government  has  appointed  General  Teran  to  ex- 
amine the  country  near  our  respective  frontiers,  and  to  ob- 
tain such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  treat  upon 
that  aubjact  understandingly.  This  is  the  gentlomsn  form- 
erly nominated  by  ^e  Executive  to  proceed  to  London, 
and  whose  appointment  was  not  conBrmed  by  the  Senate. 
He  tells  me  that  he  will  leave  the  capital  in  all  September. 
I  suppose  his  departure  will  not  take  place  before  late  in 
October. 
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Mr.  Poaueti  to  Mr.   Clay, 

LseATfON  OF  THE  UlTITED  StATXS, 

Mexico,  April  10,  1827. 

Siu  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  transla- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Deputies 
on  the  treaty  concluded  here  on  the  10th  of  July  last.* 

This  report  has  been  discussed  in  secret  session,  and 
sent  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions.  The  House 
disapproved  of  some  of  the  extraordinary  principles  laid 
down  by  the  committee  in  their  report,  and  moreover  de- 
sired to  have  inserted  in  the  treaty  an  additional  article, 
declaring  the  treaty  of  limits,  concluded  at  Washington, 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Spain,  to  be 
valid,  and  binding  upon  the  high  contracting  parties.  The 
argument  for  this  declaration,  which  was  advanced  in  the 
House  and  supported  by  a  large  mojority,  is  the  propriety 
of  considering  this  republic  as  having  inherited  ail  the 
rights  of  Spain.  The  principle  has  hitherto  been  urged 
effectively  in  all  the  disputes  between  the  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical authorities ;  and  at  this  particular  moment  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  this  Government  to  establish  it 
beyond  all  controversy. 

The  committee  has  not  yet  reported. 

The  British  treaty  has  been  ratified,  having  passed  both 
Houses  without  the  slightest  objection. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
oliedieut  servant,  J.   R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  H.  Clat, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

'  Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. — Extract. 
Leoation  of  the  UviTiD  States, 

Mexico,  October  6,  1827. 
•  ••••• 

"  The  only  act  passed  by  the  Congress,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  their  session,  of  any  importance,  is  the  ap- 
propriation of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  uf  the  commissioner,  General  Teran,  appointed 
by  this  Government  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  coun- 
try which  lies  near  and  upon  the  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  agreeably  to  the  views  of  this 
Government,  as  expressed  in  their  communication  of  the 

of  August,  1825.     The  commission  has  not  set  out 

on  this  exfieditioH  for  want  of  funds.  Congress  having  ap- 
propriated what  the  Treasury  does  not  at  this  moment  con- 
tain. In  private  conversations  with  the  President  and 
Secretaries,  I  have  sought  to  convuice  them  of  the  uscless- 
nesti  of  thin  expedition  until  the  treaty  of  limits  is  defini- 
tively settled.  They  say,  in  reply,  that  the  public  is  so 
anxious  to  have  that  question  settled,  that  they  think  it 
politic  ao  to  act  at  present,  and  assure  nie  of  their  earnest 
desire  to  adjust  that  delicate  point  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
President  appointed  Di>n  Jos6  Ignacio  Esteva  and  Don 
Juan  3i>s6  Espinosa  plenipotentiaries  to  treutwith  me;  but 
having  understood  that  Mr.  Camacho  is  hourly  expected 
from  liondon,  he  prefers  wailing  the  arrival  of  that  gentle- 
roan,  in  order  that  the  former  plenipotentiaries  may  con- 
tinue the  negotiations. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. -^Extract. 
'Leoatiox  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Januarys,  1828. 
Sir  :  The  negotiations  were  renewed  this  day,  and, 
from  the  disposition  manifested  by  the  Mexican  plenipo- 
tentiaries, in  this  first  conference,  I  have  every  expectation 
of  concluding  the  treaty  of  friendship,  navigation,  and 
commerce,  favorably  and  promptly. 

♦  This  treaty  was  noi  approved  by  the  Senate  of  the  UuiteU  .Siatp», 
nor  was  it  acted  «p?)u  l.y  ilie  Mpxican  ConcrpM  In  season  ft>r  ih»»  rati- 
fications V)  httVH  been  Pxchfingcil  within  tl»e  stipulated  lime.  I 


The  Mexican  Chamber  of  Deputies  passed  a  icsoIqUod, 
when  the  treaty  was  formerly  before  them,  on  which,  I 
understand,  they  will  insist.  It  is  in  these  worda^  vix: 
*<  This  Chamber  will  not  take  into  eontideration  the  treatj 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  that  ai  the 
United  States  of  America,  until  an  article  shall  be  inserted 
in  it  recognising  the  validity  of  that  which  was  celebrated 
by  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  in  the  year  1819,  with  the  Gov. 
ernment  of  Washington,  respecting  the  limits  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  two  contracting  parties." 

The  plenipotentiaries,  in  reply  to  all  myobservatioBs  on 
the  subject,  and  to  my  proposals  to  alter  the  limits^  insisted 
that  Mexico  had  a  right  to  consider  that  treaty  binding 
upon  the  United  States,  as  being  invested  with  all  the  rights 
of  Spain,  and  bound  by  all  the  obligations  of  the  mother 
country.  They  instanced  the  cession  made  by  Spain  to 
Great  Britain  of  certain  rights  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras, 
which,  however  inconvenient  to  the  Mexican  Govemmeot, 
it  had  nevertheless  felt  itself  bound  to  ratify ;  and,  in  short, 
declared  that  if  1  did  not  consent  to  comply  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  it  would  be  oseless  to 
discuss  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  as  it  was  certain  that 
Congress  woald  not  ratify  any  treaty  which  did  not  con- 
tain such  a  provision. 

I  withdrew  my  opposition,  but  observed  that,  as  the 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  was  for  a  limited  period, 
and  that  of  Umits  perpetual,  it  would  be  better  to  make 
them  distinct  conventions ;  to  which  proposal  the  Mexican 
plenipotentiaries  consented. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. -^Extract. 
Leoatiok  of  ths  United  States, 

Mexico,  February  7,  1828. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  treaty  of  limits 
and  of  the  protocols  of  the  conferences  held  with  the  Mex- 
ican plenipotentiaries  upon  that  subjecL 

I  did  not  insist  upon  introducing  the  article  respecting 
the  obligation  of  the  parties  to  restrain  the  Indian  tribes  re- 
siding within  their  respective  territories  from  cnmrnittiDg 
hostilities  against  the  people,  Indians,  or  territories  of  the 
other,  because  it  is  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  amity,  cum- 
merce,  and  navigation,  which  I  am  about  concluding. 

You  will  perceive)  by  the  protocols  of  our  conference?, 
that  I  did  not  oppose  any  obstacles  to  the  wishes  of  this 
Government  to  adopt  the  limits  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington. 

Protocol  of  the  first  conference  between  the  plenipotentia- 
ry of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  pknipoten- 
iiaries  of  t/ie  United  Mexican  Slates,  in  order  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  of  limits,  held  on  the  Bth  of  Januarp, 
1828. 

Present,  J.  K.  Pi»insett,  plenipotentiary  of  tbs  Unrted 
Stales  of  America,  and  their  excellencies,  Don  Sebastian 
Comacho  and  Don  Jose  Ignacio  Esieva,  plenipotentmica 
of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  Mexico  read  the  resolotion  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies;  which  is  in  the  followinfir  words, 
viz: 

"This  House  will  not  take  into  consideration  Uxe  treaty 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  the  United 
States  of  America  so  long  as  it  does  not  contain  an  article 
which  shall  renew  the  existence  of  the  treaty  celebrated  by 
the  cabinet  of  Madrid  in  the  year  1819,  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington, respecting  the  territorial  limiu  of  the  two  contract- 
ing parties." 

This  resolution  was  pa^ped  on  the  2d  of  April,  1827, 
and  the  treaty  was  accordingly  sent  back  to  the  President 
of  the  Unitetl  Mexican  States. 

The  plenipotentiaries  observed  that  this  resolution  ren- 
dered it  imperative  upon  the  Executive  first  to  settle  xhU 
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impoitent  quMtioo ;  tnd,  from  the  tenor  of  the  note  ad- 
driMed  to  fhem  by  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
they  presumed  he  could  have  no  iobjection  to  regard  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  as  in  fall  force,  and  binding  upon 
tbe  United  States. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutes  replied  that, 
ilthoogh  the  limits  as  settled  by  the  treaty  of  Washington 
were  liable  to  some  objections,  and  might  be  altered  advan- 
tageously for  hoth  the  eoiitraoting  parties,  as  he  had  before 
frequently  explained,  still,  if  the  Government  of  Mexico  in- 
sisted upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of 
thai  treaty,  he  could  not  object  to  it. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  said  that  their  Qovem- 
ment  had  invariably  acted  upon  the  principle  that  Mexico 
was  bound  to  respect  the  treaties  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  her  independence ;  as  for  instance 
^  Great  Britain  had  acquired  rights  from  Spain  within  the 
territory  of  Mexico,  (in  the  bay  of  Honduras,)  which,  how- 
ever inconvenient  to  this  Goverament,  it  was  proposed  not 
to  disturb,  and  had  ackrH>»ledgpd  the  existence  of  those 
righu  in  the  recent  treaty  with  that  Power. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  dispute  tbe  validity  of  a  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  Sutes  and  Spain  at  a  period  when  Mex- 
ico fensed  a  component  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  ; 
and  that  it  was  evident,  from  former  conferences,  and  from 
his  note  on  that  subject,  that  he  had  never  controverted 
this  principle.  Any  altertition  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton must  depend  upon  the  mutaal  consent  of  the  present 
contracting  parties;  but  as  tbe  Executive  and  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies  of  Mexico  appeared  iletermined  to  insist  upon 
carrying  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  that  treaty  into  ef- 
fect, he  should  no  longer  object  to  it. 
It  was  then  agreed  that  the  treaty  of  limits  should  be 
.  made  ceparately,  because  this  was  a  permanent  convention, 
whereas  tliat  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  was  in- 
tended to  exist  only  for  a  limited  period. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

S.  COMACHO. 

J.  Y.  E8TEVA. 

Protocol  of  the  second  conftrmu  between  the  plenipotenti- 
ary  gfthe  IMited  States  of  America  and  the  ptenipoten' 
tiarioM  of  the  United  Mexican  States^  held  on  the  lOM 
of  January y  1828. 
Present,  the  plenipotentiaries. 

The  following  preamble  and  article  were  drawn  up  and 
agreed  to,  viz: 

"The  limito  of  tbe  United  States  of  America  with  the 
bordering  territories  of  Mexico  having  been  fixed  and  desig- 
nated hy  a  solemn  treaty  concluded  and  signed  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  !22d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
LorJ  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between 
the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  on  the  one  part,  and  of  that  of 
Spain  on  the  other :  and  whereas  the  said  treaty  having 
been  aanciioned  at  a  period  when  Mexico  constituted  a  part 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  it  is  deemed  necessary  now  to 
confirm  the  validity  of  the  aforesaid  treiity  of  limits,  regard- 
ing it  ee  still  in  force  and  binding  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  States. 

••Art-  1.  The  dividing  limit  of  the  respective  bordering 
territories  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  the  Uni- 
ted Mexican  States,  being  the  same  as  were  agreed  and 
fixed  opon  by  the  above-mentioned  treaty  of  Washington, 
coDcladed  and  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  in  tbe  year 
1819,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  will  proceed  forth- 
with to  carry  into  full  efiect  the  third  and  frurth  articles  of 
said  tresty,  which  are  herein  recited,  as  follows  *' 

^  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

8.  COMACHO. 
J.  y.  ESTEVA. 


ilfr.  PoinseU  to  Mr.  Clay^Extract. 

Leoatiox  of  thk  Unitkd  Statxs, 

Mexico,  April  24,  1828. 
Sib  :  The  treaty  of  limits  has  been  ratified  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  is  now  before  the  Senate.  You 
will  perceive  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  send  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  Government  to  Washington  in  time  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  to  take  place  within  the  ^rm  desig- 
nated by  the  treaty.  This  delay  has  originated  from  the 
extreme  indolence  of  the  person  who  formerly  filled  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State  of  this  republic.  He  kept  this 
treaty  in  his  oflice  upwards  of  two  months  without  submit- 
ting it  to  Congress,  although  I  repeatedly  represented  to 
him  the  prejudice  that  would  result  from  thi^  delay,  especi- 
ally to  the  Mexican  Government,  which  had  already  des- 
patched ita  commissioner  to  the  frontiers. 


JIfr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Leoatiox  ov  thb  UiriTXD  States, 

Mexico,  April  26,  1828. 

Sir  :  The  treaty  of  limiu  between  the  Unitad  States  and 
Mexico,  concluded  and  signed  on  the  12th  of  January  last, 
was  yesterday  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Senate.  The  pe- 
riod fixed  by  the  treaty  for  the  exchange  of  Atifications  be- 
ing four  months  from  the  date  of  iu  signature,  I  shall  not 
tranamit  the  ratification  of  this  Government  by  express. 
It  could  not  possibly  arrive  at  Washington  in  time.  I  re- 
gret tbe  delay  which  has  occured  here,  because  I  am  aware 
it  will  render  it  necessary  to  submit  the  treaty  a  second 
time  to  the  Senato.  This  (  ongress  despatched  it  with  tol- 
erable promptness.  'J*he  delay,  as  I  before  observed,  was 
occasioned  by  tbe  dilatory  habits  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe*-. 
dtent  servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  Hbnrt  Clat, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Suretary  of  StaU.-^ExtraeL 

LxoATisir  or  tri  Uvitxd  States, 
Mexico,  March  10,  1829. 
In  combination  with  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations, 
Don  Lucaa  Alaman,  tbe  President  bad  formed  a  plan  to 
negotiate  a  new  treaty  of  boundaries,  by  which  we  were 
to  be  reduced  to  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi ;  for  they  be» 
lieved  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  we  had  unjustly 
deprived  Spain  of  ajarge  portion  of  her  territory.  They 
were  exceedingly  surprised,  therefore,  when  no  objection 
was  made  by  this  legation  to  renew  the  negotiations 
on  that  subject  si  together,  with  a  declaration  that,  in  that 
event,  the  United  States  would  assume  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte  as  the  boundary  ;  as  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  them  to  cede  to  Spain  their  rights  to  that  tar- 
ritory,  did  not  apply  to  this  country.  They  were  assu- 
red that  we  regarded  the  treaty  of  limits  as  binding  upon 
both  parties,  because  it  bsd  been  concluded  when  Mexico 
formed  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  but  that  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  on  our  part  to  annul  it.  Tbe  Con- 
gress, more  wise,  compelled  the  Executive  subsequently 
to  confirm  that  treaty. 

M-.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.-^Extraet. 

LReATio3r  OP  the  Ukitxd  States, 

Mexico,  July  22,  1829. 
They  at  firat  proposed  that  both  parties  should  send  com- 
missioners to  examine  the  country  situated  at  and  near  the 
boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Washington  from  sea  to 
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sea,  for  they  had  heard  of  a  neutral  territory  which,  by  the 
HUperior  acuteness  of  Mr.  Adams,  had  been  wrested  from 
Spain,  and  other  absurd  stories,  which  an  actaal  examina- 
tion would  elucidate. 

Next  they  proposed  to  me  to  fix  provisionally  the  bound- 
ary line  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  then  in  progress  of  ne- 
gotiation, where  it  was  supposed  to  have  existed  prior  to 
the  treaty  of  Washington.  They  desisted  from  this  proposal 
only  upon  my  insisting,  in  such  a  case,  of  inserting  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  north  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte.  For  further  particulars  on  this  subject, 
I  refer  you  to  my  despatch  dated  the  20th  of  September, 
1825,  and  marked  No.  19. 

JIfr.  Butler  to  Mr,  Van  Buren.-^Exiraei. 

Mexico,  May  19,  1830. 
Upon  the  subject  of  our  treaties,  I  can  barely  say,  that 
commissioners  have  at  last  been  determined  upon  and  an- 
nounced to  me  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  They  are 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  Mr.  Alaman,  and  Mr.  Manjino, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that 
the  negotiations  would  have  commenced  some  weeks  since, 
for  every  thing  was  in  good  train  for  the  purpose,  and  Mr. 
Alaman  had  suggested  to  me  a  belief  that  the  acting  Presr 
ident  would  aj^oint  him  to  meet  me.  This  was  conclusive 
as  to  his  nomination,  and  he  was  the  gentleman  of  all 
others  I  should  have  selected. 

Tie  Mexican  pknipotentiarita  to  Mr,  Butler, 
♦  [Translation.] 

PaLACX  of  the  FkDRRAL  GoTEHNMEirT, 

Mexico^  May  21,  1830. 

The  undersigned.  Secretaries  of  Sute,  of  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Afiairs,  and  of  the  Treasury,  have  the  honor  of 
addressing  your  excellency,  and  to  communicate  that  they 
are  fully  authorized  by  the  most  excellent  the  Vice  President, 
exercising  the  executive  power,  to  commence  negotiating 
on  the  subject  of  the  treaties  pending  between  the  United. 
Mexican  States  and  your  Government. 

Therefore,  the  undersigned  request  your  excellency  will 
please  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  first  meeting  on  the  afore- 
said  subject;  availing  themselves  of  this  opportunity  for 
offering  to  you  the  assurance  of  their  distinguished  consid- 
eration, Ac.  LUCAS  ALAMAN, 
RAFAEL  MANJINO. 

To  Senor  Don  Avtuont  Bctlek, 

Chargi  ^affairee, 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr,  Monoiterio, 
Leoatiox  or  tbe  Ukited  States  op  Ambrici, 

July  85,  1832. 
The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
of  limits  negotiated  by  the  plenipotentiaries  United  States 
of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  together  with 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
declaring  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  thereof.  The 
treaty  having  now  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  prepared 
to  execute  all  the  provisions  thereof,  and  for  this  purpose 
will,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  appoint  commissioners 
on  our  part  to  ascertain  and  maik  the  line  of  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  treaty  referred  to.  In  making  this  com- 
munication it  becomes  my  doty  to  say  that  apprehensions 
are  entertained  on  the  part  ol  my  Government  that  the  line, 
as  designated  in  the  treaty  recently  ratified,  will  produce 
inconvanieaoes  and  perhaps  create  difficulties  that  it  will 


be  the  interest  no  lees  than  the  deaive  of  the  Gk>««nuncni 
of  the  United  States  to  obviate ;  and  the  Prasidwitfeekithe 
fullest  confidence  that  his  excellency  the  Vice  Presidant  of 
the  United  Mexican  States  will  act  under  the  influenee  of 
a  similar  spirit.  For  this  purpose  I  have  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  of  Araarica 
to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  new  boundary  between 
the  two  nations,  more  conformable  to  the  mutual  interest 
of  each,  and  better  adapted,  not  only  to  preserve  the  intag- 
rity  of  national  domain,  but  to  promote  other  objeeta  alike 
interacting  to  both  parties. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  place  this  comroonieatioa 
before  his  excellency  the'Vice  President,  to  the  end  that  he 
may  enter  into  a  consideration  at  once  of  the  subject  pre- 
sented in  this  note ;  and  should  he  concur  in  opinioo  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  to  the 
propriety  of  investigating  anew  the  question  of  adopting  a 
different  boundary  between  the  two  nations,  that  in  sneh 
event  a  plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  Mexico  may  be  ap- 
pointed, with  whom  I  am  prepared  to  compare  and  exdiange 
powers  preliminary  to  an  entrance  upon  the  diaeQssion  of 
the  subject  of  boundary  above  i^erred  to. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  Monasterio  the  assurances  of  his  diiKtingQlshed  consid- 
eration. ANTHONY  BUTl-BR. 

To  Joseph  M.  O.  Mor-abtebto. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr,  Butler, 
[Translation.] 
Palace  of  tbe  Fbsebal  Goteukmxivt, 

Mexico^  February  14,  1833. 

The  undeisigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  oi  Relatioosi, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  he  has  submitted  to  his 
excellent  the  President,  the  note  addressed  by  you  to  this 
department  on  the  36th  of  July  last,  containing  lolbnna- 
tlon  that  the  treaty  of  limita  agreed  upon  betweao  the  two 
republics  had  been  published  by  the  Government  of  tha 
United  States,  and  that,  conformably  with  its  terms,  com- 
niissionera  would  be  appointed,  who  would,  at  the  proper 
period,  proceed  jointly  witli  those  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
to  fix  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two  oountriea. 

The  circumstances  from  the  influence  of  which  this  re- 
public is  now  emerging,  have  prevented  a  reply  from  being 
hitherto  made  to  this  note,  and  have  likewise  hindered  tha 
publication  of  the  treaty,  which  will,  however,  be  done 
within  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time,  the  undenngned 
has  been  ordered  to  assure  you  that  the  Government  of 
Mexico  will,  without  delay,  appoint  commissioners  who 
will  proceed,  jointly  with  those  on  the  part  of  the  Dnited 
States,  to  fix  the  limita  defined  in  the  treaty,  and  of  whose 
appointment  you  will  be  notifted  in  due  time.  The  Mexi- 
can Government,  considering  the  treaty  as  it  has  been  con- 
sidered by  that  of  the  United  8  ates,  namely,  as  a  sapreme 
law,  will  do  all  in  its  power  to  carry  ito  stipulations  moat 
rigorously*  into  execution. 

The  undersigned,  in  thus  replying  to  your  note,  haa  the 
honor  to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  most  distingtiiahcd 
consideration. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 
To  A?fTHO!«T  BuTLEB,  Esq., 

Charge  d^ Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr,  Gonzalez, 
I         Legation  op  tbe  Uitited  States  of  AiiBBfCA. 
Mexico,  February  16,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  acknowledging  Ihe  receipt 
this  day  of  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  on  the  \4th 
current,  in  reply   to  a  communication  addressed    by  the 
undersigned  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  AflUre  on  the 
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S6<h  of  July,  1883.  In  the  eomtttumeation  referred  to  by 
year  exeelleney,  it  was  the  parpoee  of  the  onderiigned  to 
hnng  nnder  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  GoTernment  the 
greet  delay  which  had  occurred  in  making  known  to  the 
Slatee  and  the  people  of  the  Mexican  confederation  that  a 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  one  of  boun- 
dary, bad  been  negotiated  and  ratified  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  had  become  the  eu- 
preme  law  of  the  land  to  both  nations.  This  prompting 
teemed  the  more  proper,  inasmuch  as  the  dtizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  resident  in  the  United  Mexican 
Slates  had  suffered  and  were  suffering  exactions,  and  were 
deprived  of  the  enjoyment  of  privileges,  in  some  of  the  in- 
terior States  of  this  confederation,  agsinst  the  first  of  which 
they  were  protected,  and  in  the  full  advantage  of  the  latter 
they  were  assured,  under  the  guarantee  of  stipulations 
eoDtained  in  the  troaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
between  the  two  nations ;  yet,  when  appeal  was  made  to 
this  treaty,  on  the  part  of  those  who  were'either  nwtruned 
in  their  privileges,  or  suffered  aggression  on  their  rights,  the 
imifbrm  answer  returned  was,  "we  can  recognise  no 
treaty,  never  having  been  officially  informed  thereof  by 
the  Sapreme  Government  of  Mexico,  and  cannot  therefore 
respect  any  daim  which  you  prefer  under  its  authority." 
Henoe  we  see  the  propriety  of  giving  the  earliest  publicity 
to  that  instrument,  in  such  mode  as,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Government,  shall  confer  upon  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  the  validity  of  a  public  law ;  and  tlie 
undersigned  has  been  prompted  to  mdte  this  suggestion, 
inaemoeh  as  no  reference  has  been  made  to  that  treaty  in 
the  note  of  your  excellency  dated  t)n  the  1 4th  current,  and 
joat  received  at  this  legation. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  your  excellency  that 
notwithstanding  treaties  of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion, and  of  limits,  were  concluded  between  this  Govern- 
men!  and  that  of  the  undersigned  more  than  two  years  past, 
and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  and  publi- 
cation  thereof  made  in  the  United  States  of  America,  invest- 
ing them  with  all  the  sanctions  of  a  supreme  law  nearly 
one  year  since,  still  these  national  contracts  of  equal  and 
matami  obligation  upon  each  Power  remain  in  that  of  Mex- 
ico a  dead  letter,  under  the  pretext  that  oflicial  promutga- 
tloD  han  never  been  made. 

And  if  the  undersigned  has  not  hitherto  remonstrated 
with  more  frequency  and  energy  against  this  delay,  and  the 
coiMe«|uences  which  it  was  daily  unfolding,  the  reason  and 
his  motives  will  find  their  explanation  in  the  peculiar  con- 
dition ill  which  Mexico  was  placed  for  the  last  twelve 
months. 

A  longer  delay,  however,  in  giving  publicity  to  the  trea- 
ty of  amity  and  commerce  must  inevitably  lead  to  greater 
and  more  frequent  violation  of  its  provisions,  and  the  in- 
sfances  of  which  may  at  length  accumulate  in  such  number 
aotl  magnitude  as  shall  require  not  only  prompt  and  ample 
redress,  but  may  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  harmony 
which  at  prestent  so  happily  sul^ists  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States ;  and  it  is  to  obviate  such  a  state  of  things 
that  the  undersigneil  would  pray  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  mat- 
ter ioimedialcly  before  his  excellency  the  President  of  the 
United  Mexican  Slates,  that  such  order  may  be  taken  thereup- 
on as  his  excellency  may  deem  expedient  on  the  occasion. 
Xhe  ondcr^igned  renews  to  your  excellency  the  assu- 
rances, Slc.  a.  butler. 
Xo  his  Excellency  Berxaedo  Goxzalvz, 
Seer  dart/  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler. 

PaLASS  op  the  FbDBHAL  GoVBKNMKSrT, 

Mexico,  February  T\,  1833. 
The   undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
Vox..  XIY.— A  18 


acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  him  on  the  16th  instant,  urging  the  necessity  of 
proceeding  without  delay  to  the  publication  of  the  treaties 
concluded  between  these  United  States  and  those  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  he  has  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  you  what  he 
said  in  his  note  of  the  1 4th — the  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government  to  carry  into  effect  within  a  few 
days  the  said  publication,  which  has  only  been  postponed 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  na- 
tion has  been  placed  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  pa»t 
year,  and  which  have  terminated  so  fortunately. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  you,  sir,  the  protestations  of  his  consideration  and  es- 
teem. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 

To  Anthoht  Butlsr,  Esq., 

Chargdd*  Affaires  of  the  U.  5.  of  America. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.] 
•    Palace  of  tks  Fkdkral  GovsnvMSBT, 
Mexico,  February  27,  1833. 
The  unJerisigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  send  to  you,  herewith,  copies  of  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  of  the  treaty  of 
lunits,  between  these  United  States  and  those  of  America ; 
repeating,  at  the  same  lime,  what  he  has  already  said  in 
several  different  notes,  with  regard  to  the  circumstances 
which  have  delayed  the  prompt  publication  of  these  docu- 
ments. 

The  undersigned,  on  this  occasion,  renews  to  you,  sif, 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 
BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 
To  AifTHowT  BuTLsm,  Esq., 

Charge  d^  Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  nf  Ameriea. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Garcia. 

LSOATIOTT  OF  THE  UwiTEB  StaTXS  OF  AxRRKA, 

Mexico,  September  6,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America,  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  Supreme 
Government  of  Mexico,  in  a  note  addressed  by  the  under- 
signed to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  more 
than  one  year'past,  information  of  the  fact  that  his  Govern- 
ment had  appointed  a  commissioner  on  their  part  to  estab- 
lish and  mark  the  line  of  limits  and  boundary  between  the 
two  nations  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  on  that  subject;  and  the  un- 
dersigned was  instructed  at  the  same  time  to  propose  a  re- 
view of  the  question  of  limits,  for  the  |>urpose  of  defining 
more  exactly  and  clearly  the  landmarks  of  such  line  than 
had  been  done  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States.     This  proposition  was  received  and  en- 
tertained by  the  administration  then  in  power,  and  action 
upon  it  merely  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled 
condition  of  Mexico  at  the  period  referred  to.     The  under- 
signed has  more  than  once,  during  the  present  year,  renew- 
ed the  application  for  reconsidering  and  newly  arranging,  iu 
a  clear  manner,  and  on  a  permanent  basis,  this  question, 
still  unsettled  between  the  two  nations — a  question  always 
highly  delicate,  and  deeply  interesting  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned— but  without  having  the  good  fortune  to  elicit  a  reply 
from  the  Supreme  Government,  although  the  ordinary  cour- 
tesy observeid  between  nations  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other  might  have  fairly  authorized  the  expectation  of  such . 
reply.     Not.  without  hope,  however,  that  the  difficulties 
which  are  known  to  surround  this  question  may  yet  be  ad- . 
justed  in  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  manner  to  both  the 
parties  interested,  the  undersigned  will  once  more  invoke 
the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  subject,  requesting 
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thai  it  may  be  placed  dUtinctly  under  the  conaderation  of 
the  Vice  President,  for  bis  decision  thereupon ;  and  the  un< 
dersigned  is  the  more  anxious  for  a  dedsioQ  on  the  subject 
at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  a  period  so  auspicious  for  the  set- 
tlement of  this  question  will  perhaps  never  again  occur. 
The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  that  the  proposition  herein 
renewed  will  attract  the  regard  of  the  Supreme  Government 
of  Mexico  equally  with  that  of  his  own^  and  that  the  result 
will  be  an  immediate,  permanent,  and  amicable  arrange- 
ment, in  wbicli  the  interests  of  both  parties  will  be  consult- 
ed and  promoted. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  &c. 

ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

To  his  Excellency  Carlos  Garcii,  dec. 


Mr,  Garcia  io  Mr,  Butkr, 
[Translation.] 
Palic£  or  THB  Federal  Gotbrnnbitt, 

Mexico,  September  25,  1833. 

The  underrigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  that  his  ex- 
cellency the  Vice  President,  with  the  view  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  between 
these  States  and  those  of  America,  has  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant  Colonel  Don  Tomas  Ramon  del  Moral  as  commissioner, 
and  Don  Castillo  Nevarro  as  surveyor. 
'  The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  re|)eat  to 
Mr.  Butler  the  asdurances  of  his  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration. CARLOS  GARCIA. 

To  Anthoztt  Butler,  Esq., 

Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  U,  S.  of  America, 

Itlr,  Butler  to  Mr.  McLane, — Bxlract, 
Legatiost  or  the  Uxited  States  op  Akbrica, 
Mexico,  July  1,  1834. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
despatches  to  No.  66  inclusive,  with  Uie  exception  of 
No.  47.  Nos.  57  and  58  have  recently  been  received, 
after  making  the  circuit,  perhaps  of  the  whole  Mexican 
confederation.  It  seems  that  they  were  intrusted  to  the 
care  of  a  gentleman  on  his  way  to  Mexico,  who,  travelling 
for  amusement,  pursued  a  different  route  froip  that  at  first 
intended,  and  afWr  keeping  the  despatches  in  his  possession 
for  weeks,  placed  them  at  length  in  the  ordinary  convey- 
ance, by  which  they  are  received. 

I  perceive  that  by  No.  58  I  am  directed  to  conclude  **  a 
new  convention"  with  the  Mexican  Government  on  the 
subject  of  boundary,  and  which  <<  new  convention''  <*  muot 
be  ratified  by  the  ^exican  Government  previously  to  sub- 
mitting it  for  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,"  &c. ; 
and  I  am  also  informed  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President 
that  I  shouk)  myself  be  the  bearer  of  the  new  convention  to 
the  United  States.  I  presume  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  concluding  a  new  convention  on  the  subject  indi- 
cated ;  but,  as  the  authority  to  ratify  resides  in  the  General 
Congress,  which  assembles  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
and  who  may  keep  the  question  before  them  for  a  month  or 
more,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  best 
to  permit  my  return  to  the  United  States  immediately, 
cither  on  leave  of  absence  for  a  short  period,  or  as  a  retire- 
ment from  the  mission  altogether.  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  the  public  service  may  derive  benefit  from  an  interview 
either  with  yourself  or  tha  President,  at  which  certain  com- 
munications may  be  made,  and  opinions  freely  exchanged 
and  compared,  which  it  is  impracticable  to  do  by  any  other 
mode ;  and,  afier  this  interview,  it  may  be  better  determined 
whether  the  public  interest  will  be  more  advanced  by  my 
ratnm  to  Mexieo,  or  by  the  appointment  of  a  succef«or  to 


the  mission ;  and  I  -earnestly  request  that  Uus  maUef  rnvj  Vm 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  witboot  de- 
lay, so  that  his  determination  be  made  koown  to  ms  at 
early  as  practicable. 
Hon.  Loves  McLake. 

Mr.  Butier  to  Mr,  Lombardo. 

Leoation  of  the  Uvitbd  States  or  Amkrica, 
Mexico,  Decemhcr  21, 1834. 

The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  informing  his  eicelleocy  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  by  a  communication  nmved  re* 
cently  from  the  Government  of  the  undersigned,  he  is  in- 
structed to  propose  to  that  of  Mexico  a  renswtl  o{  the 
treaty  of  boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

Your  excellency  is  fully  aware  df  the  importaoes  of  (he 
aubject,  and  the  interest  which  Mexico  no  loss  than  the 
Government  of  the  undersigned  should  feel  in  its  idjoKp 
ment;  and  he  may  be  permitted  to  express  the  hope  end 
the  expectation  that  the  question  will  now  be  diipoied  of 
without  any  unnecessary  delay.  Two  treaties  have  tl- 
ready  been  negotiated  between  the  two  nations  opou  thii 
subject*  neither  of  which  have  been  exeouted,  notwith- 
standing the  Government  of  the  undersigned  have  dune 
every  thing  on  their  part  which  was  within  thnr  compe- 
tency for  the  accomplishment  of  thia  work,  whilst  Mexio^ 
by  omitting  to  per.^orm  the  neceeaary  acts  on  her  part,  oo- 
sasioned  the  treaty  to  expire.  The  undersigned  will  not 
permit  himself  to  ima^j^ine  motives  for  such  anextiioidioBcy 
indifference  as  Mexico  has  manifested  upon  this  suhjed, 
but  confines  himself  to  stating^  as  he  is  instracted  to  do, 
that  longer  delay  in  adjusting  the  true  boundaiy  betweea 
Mexico  and  the  United  Stales  of  America  cannot  be  per- 
mitted. 

The  undersigned  forbears  to  urge  the  many  cogent  m- 
sons  for  concluding  this  subject  definitely,  becaosa  ibejan 
too  obvious  to  require  being  stated ;  he  will  merely  remeik 
that  Mexico  being  in  the  occupancy  of  a  large  porlaiB  of 
territory  which  the  Government  of  the  undonigoed  con- 
ceives respectfully  to  belong  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  great  part  of  which,  it  is  understood,  hei  el- 
ready  been  granted  under  the  authority  of  Mexico  to  nn- 
ous  individuals,  it  becomes  the  more  imperiously  urgent 
that  this  question  should  promptly  be  disposed  of.  The 
undersigned  requests,  therefore,  that  thia  subject  be  imme- 
diately brought  before  his  excellency  the  President  of  lbs 
Mexican  United  Sutes,  with  the  view  of  condudiog  the 
treaty  in  time  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  which  will  adjourn  on  tho  4th  day  of 
March  ensuing. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  h'ls  ticA- 
lency  Mr.  Lombardo  the  assurances  of  his  great  coniiikis' 
tion.  ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

To  his  Excellency  Francisco  M.  Loxbardo, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affair* 
of  the  Mexican  Untied  States. 

Mr,  Gutierrez  de  Estrada  to  Mr,  Butler. 
[Translation.] 
Palace  or  the  Fedkrai.  GovtRKMERT, 
Mexico,  February  7,  1935. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Internel  tiA 
Foreign  Relations,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Anthony 
Butler  that  he  has  Informed  hiraself  of  the  contents  of  the 
note  which   Mr.   Butler  addressed  to  this  Department  oo 
the  27lh  of  January  respecting  the  settlement  of  the  lioiiu 
between  these  States  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned  must  inform  Mr.  Butler,  in  reply,  that 
as  powers  and  instructions  with  die  same  object  have  been 
forwarded    to  the  charge  d'afiairea   of   this  republic  in 
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Washington^  and  notice  hit  been  received,  under  date  of 
December  16th,  of  their  having  reached  him,  and  of  (he 
commencement  of  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  it  is  proper  to  await  the  result, 
or  otherwise  inconvenient  contradictions  might  arise  from 
the  confusion  which  would  be  likely  to  ensue. 

But  for  this  just  reason,  the  undersigned.  Secretary  of 
State  and  of  Relations,  would.have  had  the  utmost  pleasure 
in  treating  with  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  with  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  limits ;  as,  being  well  aware  of  that  gentle- 
man's moderation,  his  sense  of  honor,  and  the  correctness 
of  his  principles,  he  is  convinced  that  this  affair  might  be 
terminated  most  easily  in  a  manner  conformable  with 
justice  and  with  the  intereste  of  both  nations. 

The  undersigned  expresses  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  the 
assurances  of  his  constant  esteem  and  distinguished  con- 
iideraUon.  J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA. 

To  AlVTRONT  BUTLEH,  Esq., 

Chargd  de  Affaire$  of  U.  S,  of  America. 

Mr.  Butler  to  the  President.'— Extracts. 

Msxico,  February  26,  1835. 
Mr  B«AB  am :  From  my  letters  of  November  and  D«- 
cenaber  last,  you  expected  me  in  Washington  city  before 
this ;  and  80  I  should  have  been,  but  for  a  most  untoward 
event,  which  I  shall  explain  to  you.  I  have  already  in- 
formed you  of  my  intention  to  remain  in  Mexico  until  the 
meeting  of  Congress— first,  because  I  wished  to  see  how 
the  reform  Congress  would  open ;  and,  secondly,  for  the 
purpose  of  canying  home  with  me  the  ratification  of  the 
boundary  treaty,  as  I  was  instructed  to  do ;  when,  after 
ail  the  delay,  I  was,  on  the  9th  day  of  the  present  montli, 
informed  that  the  negotiation  on  that  subject  had  been 
transferred  to  Washington  city. 

The  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  Mexico  has 
changed  hands  three  times  since  May  last,  and  this  created 
some  confusion  in  the  business  of  that  department     You 
are  aware  that  my  instructions  for  renewing  the  boundary 
treaty  arrived  here  in  the  beginning  of  Juno  of  the  past 
year ;  And  these  iDtftmctions  enjoined  it  on  me  to  have  the 
treaty  ratified  before  tending  it  home.    A  abort  time  pre- 
viose  to  receipt  of  these  instruetiona,  General  Santa  Anna 
bad  disKrfved  the  Congress,  so  that  it  was  imposeible  to 
obtain  the  ratificaUon  until  a  new  election  could  take  place 
and  the  members  assemble.     Immediately  on  receiving  the 
despatch,   I  addreased  a  note  to  the  Department  of  State, 
advising  the  Secretary  of  my  having  been  invested  with 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Mexico  for  tho  establish- 
ment of  the  boundary  between  the  two  nations ;  and  upon 
a  question  from  the  Secretary  whether  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  enter  upon  the  subject  immediately,  I  replied  in  the 
negative,  inlbrmhig  him  very  frankly  that  on  account  of 
the  delays  such  things  suffered  in  Mexico,  it  was  my  de- 
sign not  to  send  home  the  treaty  until  it  had  been  first 
ratified  here ;  and  as  there  was  no  Congrew,  and  would  be 
none  antil  January,  the  subject  might  remain  over  for  the 
present  if  he  desired   it     He  expressed   himself  much 
pleased,  saying  that  he  expected  very  soon  to  lose  the  of- 
fice ;  that  he  was  very  much  engaged  in  closing  every  thing 
in  which  he  had  been  concerned,  as  far  as  practicable ;  and 
as  the  work  of  this  treaty  would  not  be  more  than  an  hour, 
myself  and  some  other  gentleman,  his  successor,  might 
conclude  it  just  before  Congress  assembled.     As  this  was 
all  true,   I  felt  disposed  to  let  the  question  lie  over,  to 
gratify    the  Secretary.     As  he  had  anticipated,  he  went 
out  of  office  in  a  very  few  weeks ;  and  I  did  not  revive  the 
subject  with  his  successor  officially  until  the  beginning  of 
December,  when  I  directed  his  attention  to  my  official  note 
of  June  past  to  his  predecessor,  and  desired  to  know  when 
ir  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Mexican  Government  to  com- 
menoe    the  negotiation.     My  note  remained  unanswered 


,  until  January,  when  just  about  the  period  of  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  I  addressed  the  Secretary  a  second  note. 
About  this  time  it  was  rumored  that  another  change  would 
shortly  be  made  in  the  department.         •         •         ♦ 

In  January  the  change,  as  expected,  actually  look  place, 
upon  which  I  immediately  addressed  the  new  SecreUry, 
directing  his  attention  to  the  delays  that  had  occurred,  and 
requesting  him  to  appoint  an  early  day  for  commencing 
the  negotiation ;  when,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  replied  to 
me  in  a  few  days,  stating  that  the  negotiation  had  been 
intrusted  to  Mr.  Castillo :  and  that  letters  had  been  receiv- 
ed from  him  saying  that  on  the  10th  December  last  he  had 
entered  upon  the  subject  with  Mr.  Forsyth ;  and  conse- 
quently it  became  proper  to  wait  the  result  of  that  negotia- 
tion»  lest  by  carrying  it  on  at  the  same  time  at  two  differ- 
ent points,  embarrassment  might  be  produced.  I  give  you 
all  these  facts,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  deemed  tedious, 
rather  than  permit  you  to  suppose  that  any  neglect  of  mine 
has  occasioned  the  transfer  to  Washington  city.  And  now 
I  shall  most  certainly  return  in  the  New  York  packet  for 
April,  and  be  able  perhaps  to  bring  with  me  the  exchange 
of  ratifications ;  if,  as  I  suppose,  the  treaty  is  already  fin- 
ished, and  may  be  expected  here  from  day  to  day. 

Mr,  Gutierrez  de  Estrado  to  Mr.  Butler, 
[Translation.] 
Palagk  or  THE  FxnimAi.  GovxniTMXKT, 

Mexico,  Mftreh  29,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that,  according  to  the  communications 
laet  received  from  the  representative  of  the  republic  in 
Washington,  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  the  negotiation 
with  which  he  was  charged,  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging 
the  period  set  forth  in  the  treaty  of  limits,  for  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  two  Governments,  whose -duty 
it  would  be  to  fix  those  limits,  agreeably  to  the  terms  stipu- 
lated in  the  said  treaty. 

In  consequence  of  this,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  waa  to' close  its  session  about  the  commencement  of 
the  present  month,  and  as  the  honorable  Mr.  Butler  is 
himself  sufficiently  authorized  to  conduct  this  negotiation, 
as  appears  by  his  notes  of  December  21  and  January  27 
last,  the  undersgned  has  the  satisfaction  to  inform  him,  by 
order  of  his  excellency  the  acting  President,  that  he  is,  on 
his  own  part,  ready  to  treat  here,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
longation of  the  period  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the 
said  treaty  may,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  carried  into  com- 
plete fulfilment. 

Hie  excellency  the  acting  President  has  thought  proper 
to  authorise  to  this  sfiect  his  excellency  Don  Jos^  Mariano 
Blaseo,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  un- 
dersigned Secretary  of  Relations,  and  he  desires  that  a 
commencement  may  be  immediately  made  of  a  negotiation 
which  appears  to  be  so  simple,  if  both  parties  are  well  dis- 
posed, as  would  seem  to  be  the  case  from  the  communica- 
tiou  on  this  subject  addressed,  a  short  time  since,  to  the 
undersigned,  by  Mr.  Anthony  Butler. 

This  may  now  be  easily  effected;  and  although  Mr. 
Butler  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  go  soon  to  the 
United  States,  the  undersigned  hopes  that,  in  order  to  have 
this  business  entirely  concluded  before  his  departure,  that 
gentlemen  will  have  the  kindness  to  call  at  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Relations  to-morrow,  the  30th  of  this  month, 
At  half-past  one  in  the  afternoon. 

The  undersigned  concludes  with  presenting  to  the  charg6 
d*affaires  of  the  United  States  of  the  North,  the  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA. 

To  4WTB0HT  BUTLKB,  Esq. 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 
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Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay^ 

[Translation.] 

Leoatioh  of  the  UiriTBD  States  op  Mexico, 
Washington^  March  19,  1828. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  envoy  cxtraordinarj  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  appointed  General  Don 
M.  T^TMn  to  perform  the  scientific  operations  and  survey  a 
iMOefsary  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  limits 
'  betweenthe  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  States 
of  Mexico ;  and  that,  with  that  view,  it  has  applied  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  minister  extraordinary  of  this  republic  at  Mexico, 
for  the  necessary  passports,  who  immediately  granted  them, 
accompanied  by  letters  of  recommendation  for  the  Govern- 
ors of  tbe  conterminous  territory  of  Arkansas  and  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  undersigned,  in  communicating  tbis  information  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  wishes  to  know  if  a  passport  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  he  necessary  to  enable  General 
Teran  and  the  persons  attached  to  his  party,  of  whom  a  list 
is  enclosed,  as  also  such  other  individuals  as,  for  their  safety, 
may  accompany  them,  to  discbarge,  without  obstacles, 
the  duties  assigned  them.  If  such  be  the  case,  the  under- 
signed hopes  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will  grant  those 
passports,  and  communicate  whatever  he  may  think  cal- 
culated to  prevent  any  thing  occurring  in  this  transaction 
to  disturb  the  harmony  subsisting  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion and  respect.  PABLO  OBREGON. 

Hon.  UxxTBT  Clat, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Translation.] 

Lisi  of  persons  composing  the  commission  appointed  to 
make  the  surveys prp>aratory  to  the  settlement  of  limits 
between  the  tfnttea  States  of  America  and  thoH  of 
Mexico. 

General  Don  M.  Teran, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  C.  Tarnaba, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  8.  Batres, 
Sub-lieutenant  of  artillery  Don  T.  Ma.  Sanchez, 
Don  R.  Chovel,  mineralogist, 
Don  Luis  Berlandier,  physician  botanist. 
A  true  copy.     March  19,  1828. 

J.  M.  MONTOYA, 
Secretary  of  Legation. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon. 
Daf  ARTXXKT  OT  Statx, 

Washington,  March  24,  1828. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  19th  instant,  communicating  the  informa- 
tion that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  appointed  General 
Don  M.  Teran  to  perform  the  scientific  operations  and  sur- 
veys neceaeary  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
limits  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  and  that  with  that  view  passports  have 
been  obtained  from  Mr.  Poinaett,  miniaier  plenipotentiary 
and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico, 
together  with  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Governora 
of  the  conterminous  territory  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas; 
and  requesting  to  be  informed  if  a  passport  from  this  De- 
partment to  General  Teran  and  his  family  will  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  them  to  execute  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment without  molestation. 

The  treaty  to  which  you  are  understood  to  refer,  lately 
concluded  at  Mexico,  has  not  yet  been  ceceived,  and  con- 


sequently n  not  yet  ratified  by  this  Government  Any 
joint  measures,  therefore,  in  relation  to  its  execution,  would 
be  premature  until  that  ceremony  is  performed.  But  ts 
the  operations  and  surveys  contemplated  by  General  Teran'i 
appointment  are  presumed  to  be  intended  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  the 
President  has  no  objection  to  them.  I  have,  therefore,  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting  the  passport  requested  from  this 
office,  which,  although  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  the  le- 
curity  of  General  Teran  and  his  suite,  may  conduce  to  (ha 
removal  of  any  obstructions  which,  without  it,  he  might 
possibly  encounter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Obregon 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

HENRY  CLAY. 

Don  Pablo  Obbxcon, 

Envoy  Eaetraordincary  and  Miniver  Pteni- 
p  }teniiary  from  the  Unitedm  Mexican  States. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon. 

DXFABTXRXT  OF  StaTB, 

Washington,  April  30,  1828. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Preaident, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senata  of  the 
United  States,  has  ratified  the  treaty  of  limita  concluded  at 
Mexico  on  the  12th  day  of  January  last.  It  is  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  that  the  exchange  of  its  ratificationa  ahall  be 
made  in  this  city  within  four  months  from  the  dale  of  the 
treaty,  of  which  only  a  few  days  now  remain.  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  at  any  time  that 
may  suit  your  convenience  within  the  period  prescribed. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  present  you  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration.  H.  CLAY. 

Don  Pablo  Obbbsoit,  Ac. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Translation.] 

MbXICAV  LBOATIOir, 

Washmgtmh  May  I,  1828. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  note  datsd 
yesterday,  informing  me  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  of  these  States^  of  the  treaty  of  limita 
concluded  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Mexico^ 
whose  exchange  may  be  made  until  the  13th  of  this  month, 
and  that  you  are  ready  to  proceed  to  eflbet  that  exchanfa 
whenever  it  shall  be  convenient  to  me. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  the  said  treaty,  and  thene£irs 
regret  not  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  so  iinmadtately,  as 
I  would  otherwise  have  done  on  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  answer. 

I  seiie  this  opportunity  to  present  to  you  the  aeeannees 
of  my  high  consideration  and  reapect. 

PABLO  OBREGON. 

Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Tranalstion.] 
Msxicak  Lxoattok, 

Washington,  August  2,  1BS8. 
Sib  :  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinaTy  mad  nun- 
ister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  United  State*,  has  the 
honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  arrived  yes- 
terday from  New  York,  where  he  received  the  treaty  of 
limiU  concluded  at  Mexico,  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
Mexican  United  States,  with  the  approbation  of  Congnaa. 
The  undersigned  is,  therefore,  ready  to  exebenge  Che 
ratification  when  convenient  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  tba 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  conaidan- 
tion  and  retpecL  PABLO  OBItBGK>If. 
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J^.  Brenito  i6>.  Okregon. 

Bkpartxvkt  of  Statb, 

Washingtonf  August  2,  ISSd. 
SiH :  Tn  (he  absence  of  the  Secretary,  I  have  just  re- 
ceived your  note  to  him  of  this  day*s  date,  announcing 
your  return  to  this  city  from  that  of  New  York,  and  sta- 
ting  that  you  had  received,  in  the  last-mentioned  city,  the 
ratification  by  the  President  of  the  Mexican  United  Sutes 
of  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  United  Mexican  States,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Mexico  on  the  12ih  day  of  January  last,  and  that  you 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  that  ratification 
for  one  on  the  part  of  this  Govern ment»  when  convenient. 
Having  submitted  your  note  to  the  President,  I  am  directed 
by  him  to  observe  to  you,  as  I  have  the  honor  to  do,  in 
reply,  that,  aa  the  treaty  in  question  contains  a  stipulation 
that  the  exchange  of  ratifications  should  be  effected  within 
four  months  from  its  date,  and  the  ratification  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  was  advised  by  their  Senate,  with  that 
Mipniation  forming  a  part  of  the  instrument,  the  President 
does  not  think  himself  at  liberty,  now  that  the  limited  pe- 
riod has  expired,  to  authorize  the  proposed  exchange  with- 
out the  further  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  it  will  be 
•oeordingty  laid  again  before  the  Senate  at  iu  next  session 
for  that  purpose,  together  with  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  which  was  negotiated  at  'Mexico 
under  the  eye  of  your  Government,  and  concluded  and 
signed  there  on  the  14th  of  February  following,  as  it  is 
understood  that  a  condition  has  been  annexed  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  that  treaty,  by  the  advice  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
KTcsB,  of  which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  not 
aware  when  it  advised  the  ratification  of  it  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  very  high 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

DANIEL  BRENT. 
^D  Pablo  Obbjesov,  Envoy  Extraordinary 

tmd  MiniUer  Plenipotentiary  from  Mexico, 

Mr,  Montdya  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 
[Translation.] 
LsoATiosr  or  Mxxico, 

Bakimore,  April  16,  1829. 
Th«  undersigned,  charg^  d'afihires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States^  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  Government  of  Mexico,  desirous  of  carrying  into 
effect,  on  ita  part,  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  in  that 
capital  on  the  1 2tb  of  January  of  last  year^  and  approved 
by  tha  General  Congress,  has  directed  him,  as  ita  plenipo- 
tentiary, Co  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  of  the  said  treaty,  and  invested  him 
with  full  powers  for  that  purpose. 

It  appears  from  a  nota  which  the  lata  Secretary  of  State 
tddresaed  to  Mr.  Obregon  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  last 
sesvion  of  Congress,  that  the  objection  which  the  President 
then  had  to  authorise  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  was, 
that,  the  term  stipulated  by  the  treaty  having  expired,  it 
was  necesaary  again  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate  for  consid- 
eration. 

Tha  undersigned  presumes  that  this  has  been  done  du- 
ring the  session  which  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  and 
that  no  farther  difliculty  now  exista  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  hopes  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  Inform  him  whether  he  is  disposed  to  proceed  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  limita  above 
referred  to. 

The  undersigned  seixes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  bis  greatest  considera- 
tion and  r«epect.  J.  M.  MONTOTA. 


JM^.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Monioya, 

Departhsnt  op  Stitk, 

WasUngton,  April  22,  1829. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  received  the  note  of  the  I6fh  instant,  which  Mr.  Mon- 
toya,  charge  d'aflSiires  from  the  United  Mexican  States,  has 
addressed  to  him,  stating  that  his  Government,  being  de- 
sirous of  carrying  into  effect,  on  ite  part,  the  treaty  of  lim- 
ita concluded  on  the  1 2th  of  January  of  last  year,  between 
this  Government  and  that,  has  directed  him  to  do  whatever 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  that  treaty,  and  has  invested  him  with  full  powers 
for  the  purpose ;  and  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the 
undersigned  is  disposed  to  proceed  with  him  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratificaUons  accordingly  of  the  treaty  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  having  laid  Mr.  Montoya's  note  before 
the  President  ^f  the  United  States,  he  is  instructed  by  him 
to  state,  in  reply,  as  he  has  the  honor  to  do,  that,  concur- 
ring in  the  opmion  which  appears  to  have  been  entertained 
by  his  immediate  predecessor,  as  made  known  to  Mr.  Ob- 
regon, the  then  minister  of  Mexico  near  this  Government, 
on  the  2d  of  August  last,  by  this  Department,  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  on  his  part  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  tha 
ratifications  without  again  submitting  the  treaty  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  for  its  renewed  advice  and  con- 
sent, the  term  stipulated  by  that  instrument  itaelf,  in  which 
the  exchange  of  ratifications  was  to  be  effected,  having  ex- 
pired before  Mr.  Obregon  gave  notice  that  he  was  instructed 
and  empowered  to  make  it  on  the  part  of  his  Government, 
this  formality  cannot  now  be  entered  upon,  but  must  ne- 
cessarily await  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  at  ita  next  ses- 
sion, when  the  treaty  in  question  will  be  again  submitted 
to  that  body  with  that  view. 

The  undersigned  is  not  particularly  acquainted  with  tha 
policy  which  gOTemed  the  late  President,  in  not  asking 
and  taking  the  advice  of  the  Senate  at  ita  last  session,  as  it 
appears  he  intended  to  do,  with  regard  to  this  subject,  but 
it  is  presumed  that  he  was  influenced  by  the  expectation, 
which  he  had  reason  to  entertain,  that  another  treaty  be- 
tween the  same  parties,  equally  interesting  to  both  of  them, 
which  had  also  been  negotiated  and  concluded  at  the  Mex- 
ican capital,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, would  be  received  back  from  that  Government, 
with  ita  ratification  added  thereto,  in  time  to  be  submitted, 
together  with  the  other,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
during  that  session ;  and  he  was  disappointed  in  this  ex- 
pectation. Before  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Senate,  however,  the  undersigned  flatters  himself 
that  Mr.  Montoya  will  have  received  from  his  Govemmant 
ita  ratification  of  the  lavt-mentioned,  the  commercial  treaty, 
with  authority  to  proceed  to  the  exdiange  of  it  for  the  rati- 
fication o(  this  Government;  and  he  is  authorized  to  in- 
form him  that,  in  that  case,  the  President  will  forthwith 
submit  it  likewise  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  prays  Mr.  Montoya  to  accept  the  assu- 
rance of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Don  J.  M.  MoBTOTA,  4^. 

Mr,  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston. 
[Translation.] 

MxxiCAV  Lbqatiov  IV  WASiiiireToir, 

March  26,  1882. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  being  anxious  to  carry  into  effect  on  its  own  part 
the  treaty  of  limiti^  and  that  of  amity,  commerce,  and 
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navigation,  concluded  and  sigriied  at  th«  capital  of  the  lat- 
ter repul»li«  on  the  1 2th  of  January,  1828,  and  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1831,  both  of  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
General  Congress  of  the  Uaion,  have  appointed  and  fully 
authorized  htm,  as  plenipotentiary,  to  do  whatever  may  be 
necessary  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  said 
treaties. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
inform  him  whether  he  is  equally  disposed  to  proceed  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  reminding  him  at  the 
same  time  that,  on  the  5th  of  April  next,  the  period  stipu- 
lated for  that  act  will  expire. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  expressions  of  his  high  con- 
sideration and  respect.  J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

To  the  Hon.  Edwabd  Littngbtoit, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Livingatcn  to  Mr.  Montoya. 

DSPABTXXNT  OP  StaTI, 

WashingtMt  March  30,  1832. 
The  SecreUry  of  Suie  of  the  United  States  had  the 
honor  to  receive,  on  the  day  of  its  date,  the  26th  of  this 
month,  the  note  of  Mr.  Montoya,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  and  has  now  the  satisfaction  lo  in- 
form him,  in  reply,  that  he  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with 
Mr.  Montoya,  at  this  office,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  4th 
of  April,  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  by  their  re- 
spective Governments,  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation concluded  between  them  at  Mexico  on  the  6th  day 
of  April  last. 
.    To  Mr.  MoxTOTA, 

Chargd  d*  Affaires'  of  Mexico, 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

[Translation.] 

Mjbxicav  LvoATioir, 

Washington^  Mear^h  91,  188S. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affiiires  of  the  United  Mexl- 
'  can  States,  had  this  day  the  honor  of  receiving  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  a  note  bearing  date  the  30th,  in  reply 
to  bis  of  the  26th  ;  in  it  the  Secretary  informs  the  under- 
signed that  he  will  be  prepared,  on  Wednesday  the  4th  of 
April  next,  for  the  exchange  of  th«  ratifications  by  the  re- 
spective Governments  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi' 
gatum  concluded  in  Mexico  on  the  6th  of  April  last. 

The  undersigned  was  much  surprised  and  grieved  by  the 
temvi  of  this  reply.  On  the  80th  April,  1828,  Mr.  Clay, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  informed  the  Mexican  minister  by 
note,  that  the  President  had,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  ratified  the  treaty  of  limits  which  had  been 
concluded  in  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  January  preceding, 
and  that  he  was  ready  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
at  any  time  within  the  period  assigned  by  the  treaty  which 
would  be  convenient  to  the  Mexican  minister.  That  pe- 
riod, however,  passed  before  the  minister  could  receive  the 
treaty  ratified  by  his  Government,  and  consequently  the 
exchange  would  not  be  effected  within  it  When  at  length 
the  treaty  arrived,  the  minister  informed  the  Secretary  of 
Sute  on  2d  August,  1828,  that  no  further  obstacle  existed 
to  the  exchange  of  ratifications ;  the  reply  was,  that  the 
period  fixed  in  the  treaty  having  been  exceeded,  the  sub- 
ject would  have  to  be  brought  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session. 

The  same  reply  was  given  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the 
undersigned  on  the  22d  April,  with  the  addition  that  as  soon 
as  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  was  received,  it 
would  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Induced  by  this  correspondence,  the  Vice  President  of 


the  United  Mexican  States  procured,  with  great  difficalty, 
the  necessary  powers  to  conclude  and  ratify  the  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  the  period  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  this  latter  being  declared  hy  an 
additional  article  to  be  the  same  within  which  that  of  the 
treaty  of  li  mite  is  to  take  place. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  treaty  was  actually  signed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican  SUtes,  and  that 
the  exchange  was  only  prevented  by  the  circumstance  of 
the  period  assigned  having  been  exceeded ;  that  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  by  the  additional  article,  had  removed 
this  obstacle  as  far  as  lay  in  iu  power,  and  by  ratifying  the 
Ueaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  lias  also 
done  away  with  the  second  objection  alleged  by  the  United 
States  Government  against  the  exchange  of  the  treaty  of 
limits. 

Consequently,  when  the  Mexican  Government  sent  both 
the  treaties  to  be  exchanged  at  once  in  this  capital,  within 
the  period  last  assigned,  it  was  far  from  imagining  that  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits  would  be 
put  off  indefinitely  by  the  American  d'overnment. 

The  undersigned  says  nothing  of  the  unfavorable  im- 
pression which  this  delay  will  produce  upon  the  Mexican 
nation,  and  ventures  to  hope  that  when  the  Secretary  of 
State  thinks  proper  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  he  will 
likewise  exchange  those  of  the  treaty  of  limttB  at  the  same 
time. 

The  undersigned  takea  this  occasion  to  express  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments  of  consideration  and  m- 
spect  with  which  he  signs  himself, 

J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

To  the  Hon.  Edward  Litikoston, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr,  Limngsion  to  Mr,  Manioya, 

DxPARTMKIfT  OP  StaTE, 

Washington,  March  31,  1832. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Suies 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  oC  this 
date  from  Mr.  Montoya,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  in  answer  to  the  notice  which  the  under- 
signed caused  to  be  given  of  his  readiness  to  proceed  to  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation  on  the  4th  of  next  month  of  April.     In  that 
note  Mr.  Montoya  expresses  a  hope  that,  on  tho  same  day 
fixed  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,   the  exchange  may  also  take 
place  of  the  treaty  of  limits.     To  this  proposition  it  would 
be  a  sufficient  answer  to  say,  that,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  exchange  of  treaties,  the  ratifications  of  both  of  the 
high  contracting  parties,  by  their  constitutional  oi^gana^ 
must  have  preceded  such  exchange ;  that,  in  the  case  of 
one  treaty,  such  ratification  has  taken  plac«»  and  that  in 
the  case  of  the  other  it  has  not ;  the  treaty  of  limits  being 
still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  without  whose 
cons  nt  and  advice,  by  the  constitution,  the  President  can- 
not ratify  the  treaty,  and  of  course  the  underaigrted  cannot 
make  the  exchange.     This,  the  undersigned  repealsi,  would 
be  a  sufficient,  and,  as  is  hoped,  a  satisfactory  reaaon  why 
the  expectations  of  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mex- 
ican States  on  this  subject  cannot  be  fulfilled.      Bnt,  as 
the  course  heretofore  taken  seems  to  be  relied  on  as  a  rea- 
son why  the  exchanges  ought  in  good  faith  to  be  »iroalU' 
neously  made,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  readiness 
evinced  by  the  note  of  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  30 ih  of  April, 
1828,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  to  proceed  to  the 
exchange  of  the  treaty  of  limits  immediately  after  ita  rati- 
fication by  the  Senate,  and  the  subsequent  answer  gifca 
to  the  minister  from  Mexico  that  such  exchange  coald  not 
take  place,  as  the  period  limited  for  the  exchan^  had  ex- 
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pind,  faotb  abow  that  Hm  OofwiWMiii  was  ready  to  indie 
tba  axchang*  within  the  time,  andiigQified  aacfa  readineaa, 
and  that  after  that  time  had  expired  no  power  to  do  it  ex- 
iitad  ontii  a  modification  of  the  treaty  had  been  made  by 
the  (reaty-makiag  powera  of  both  nations.  That  mo<lifi« 
tion  haa  been  made  by  one  of  the  high  contracting  partiea, 
aid  it  ia  now  before  the  other  for  its  action. 

The  intimate  acquaintance  which  the  charg6  d'affairea  of 
the  Mexican  republic  has  with  the  distribution  of  powera 
under  onr  conatitution,  renders  it  unneceaaary  to  explain  to 
him  the  relatiYC  fonctions  of  the  Preaident  and  the  Senate  in 
the  formation  of  treaties,  or  to  inform  him  that  it  would  be 
impossibio  for  the  President  to  assume  the  power»  given  to 
another  branch  of  the  Government.  The  former  ratifiea* 
tion  by  the  Senate  four  years  ago  was  rendered  inoperative 
by  the  omiasion  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  ratify  with* 
ia  the  term  prescribed,  and  the  subsequent  enlargement  of 
the  term  by  an  additional  article  by  one  party  requires,  as 
has  been  aaid,  the  co-operation  of  the  other  before  the  com- 
pact can  be  complete. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  ratification  of  the  Senate  will  enable 
the  ondenigned  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  cbarg6 
d'aflairea  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  exchange  both 
treaties  at  the  same  time,  and  to  give  the  greatest  opp&rtu- 
nity  for  doing  this  the  latest  day  was  fixed  for  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

The  undersigned  renews  the  assurances  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 

Joss  MovTOTA,  Esq., 

Ckargi  (TAffairu  of  the  United  Mexican  States, 

Mr,  Montoya  to  Mr,  Livingston, 
[Translation.] 
M^xicAir  LxoATiov  in  WAsniireTOir, 

ApHlZ,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'aflaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can Stales,  bad  the  honor  to  receive,  yesterday,  at  8  o'clock 
in  tbe  afltemoon,  the  note  from  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  Stale,  dated  March  31st,  in  reply  to  that  from  the 
undersigned  of  the  same  41816,  stating  his  reasons  for  hoping 
that  the  latificattons  of  the  treaty  of  limits  might  be  ex- 
changed on  the  same  day  with  those  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commeroe,  and  navigation. 

Mr.  Livingston,  in  bis  siud  note,  says  that  it  would  be  a 
safficient  answer  to  this  proposition  to  state,  that  in  order 
to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  treaties,  the  ratifications  of 
both   tbe  high  contracting  parties  should  have  been  pre- 
viooaly  exchanged,  and  that  as  the  treaty  of  limits  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States, 
without  the  consent  of  whii:h  tbe  President  cannot  ratify 
it,   Mr.  Livingston  cannot  proceetl  to  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications.    He  afterwards  adds,  that  although  this  might 
be  taken  as  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  reason  for  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  expectations  of  the  undersigued  with  re- 
gard to  this  affair,  it  was  proper  to  remark  that  the  readi- 
neas  evinced  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  note  of  the  30th  of  April, 
183S,    to  proceed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  imme- 
diately A^'  >^  ratification  by  tbe  Senate,  and  his  answer 
to  the  Mexican  minister,  that  the  said  exchange  could  not 
take  place,  as  the  period  assigned  for  it  had  expired,  served  aa 
ptoofa,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  ready 
to  make  the  exchange;  but  that  the  period  having  expired, 
it  coulti  not  be  efiected  until  a  modification  of  the  treaty 
bad  beaa  made  by  those  authorized  by  the  Government  to 
jnmh»  i^;  ^b*^  *^^  *  modification  had  been  made  by  one  of 
the  bigli  contracting  parties,  but  the  decision  of  the  other 
frith  ragnrd  to  it  was  still  pending.     The  honorable  Secre- 
tarv  ad**  that  the  first  ratification  by  the  Government  of 
u/cTnited  Statea  had  been  rendered  void  by  the  omission 
>fi  the  I»rt  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  ratify  the  treaty 


within  the  term  prescribed ;  and  that  the  extension  of  this 
term  by  means  of  an  additional  article,  proposed  by  one 
party,  requires  for  its  entire  admission  as  a  compact,  the  co- 
operation of  the  other. 

The  undersigned,  on  despatching  his  note  of  the  3 1  at 
March,  was  well  aware  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  not  ratify  the  treaty  of  limits  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate ;  he  also  knew  that  as  the  ratifications 
had  not  been  exchanged  within  the  period  stipulated  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1828,  it  was  necessary  that  the  addi- 
tional article  for  extending  the  term  of  the  exchange  one  year 
longer,  agreed  upon  at  Mexico  between  the  plenipotentia* 
ri^  between  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  should  be 
submitted  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Senate ;  he,  however, 
believed  that  no  difficulty  would  have  taken  place  with  re- 
gard to  the  ratification  of  the  said  article. 

In  fact,  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  and  signed  at  Mex- 
ico, is  merely  a  repetition  of  that  concluded  and  ratified  by 
the  United  States  and  by  Spain.  When  the  United  SUtes 
of  America  recognised  the  independence  of  Mexico,  they, 
by  that  very  act,  tacitly  recognised  the  limits  already  agreed 
on  with  Spain,  and,  therefore,  in  forming  the  treaty  with 
regard  to  that  subject  in  1828,  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, as  well  as  the  United  Mexican  States,  did  nothing 
more  than  sanction  what  had  been  already  acknowledged. 

The  readiness  with  which  this  treaty  was  ratified  by  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Statea,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  disposition  manifested  by  Mr.  Clay  for  ef- 
fecting the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  prove  that  the 
question  of  the  limits  was  entirely  arranged,  and  that  if, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  the  exchange,  the  Pres- 
ident had  thought  proper  to  submit  the  treaty  again  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  there  was  no  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  this  second  revision  comprehended  the  question 
of  limits,  or  that  it  would  not  be  confined  simply  to  that  of 
the  extension  of  the  period  stipulated  for  the  exchange. 

^his  extension  was  the  sole  object  of  the  additional  arti- 
cle, which  was  signed  by  the  American  plenipotentiary  ac- 
credited near  the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican  States, 
in  virtue  of  powers  conferred  on  him  by  his  own.  In  con- 
sequence, the  Mexican  Government,  under  the  persuasion 
that  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  on  the  part 
of  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  regard  to  the 
ratification  of  the  additional  article,  considered  itself  autho- 
rized to  expect  that  the  exchange  of  both  treaties  would 
take  place  at  the  same  time. 

The  undersigned  therefore  finds  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  informing  the  Secretary  of  State,  that,  agreeably 
to  his  instructions,  he  cannot  proceed  to  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  nav- 
igation,  unless  those  of  the  treaty  of  limits  be  exchanged  at 
the  same  time. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  (^f  this  occasion  to  repeat 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

.1.  M.  MONTOVA. 

Hon.  Edw.  Litiwostos, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr,  Livingston, — Extract, 
[Transhtion.] 

MkXICIX  LkGITIOK  at  WASHlWOTOir, 

April  27,  1832. 
In  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limiU  it  is  agreed  that, 
in  order  to  fix  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  republics, 
each  party  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor, 
who  shall  meet  at  Natchitoches  before  the  termination  of 
one  year  from  the  dale  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
The  undersigned  requests  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform 
him  when  the  appointment  of  the  said  commissioner  will 
have  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 


146 


APPENDIX— 2V»  GaUs  Sf  Seaton'n  Segister. 


25th  CoNo.  IsISrsb.] 


Boundanf — Uniied  StaUt  and  Mexico, 


was  not  in  session.  Ii  is  unUerntood  that  it  will  meet  again 
on  the  Ist  of  January  next.  Mr.  Castillo  will  perceive 
that,  as  arrangements  have  been  made  by  this  Government 
for  the  negotiation  of  the  additional  article  at  Mexico,  and 
there  is  reason  lo  conclude  (liat  progress  has  lieen  made,  it 
is  inexpedient  and  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  one  here  for 
the  same  object. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honer  to  renew  to  Mr.  Castillo 
the  assurances  of  his  moHf  distingnished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Senor  Don  J.  M.  bb  Castillo  t  LAitZAS, 

Chargi  ^Affaires  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  CoitiUu  to  Mr.  For.tyth. 
[Translation.] 
Mkxicaw  Leo  ATI  ox,' 
Pkiiadelphia,  December  15,  1834. 

The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  has  the  honor  to  aclinowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated  the 
1 1th,  in  answer  to  hia  of  the  4ih  instant,  and  he  proceeds 
to  make  some  otieervations  thereupon,  ior  the  purpose  of 
further  illustrating  the  matter  in  controversy,  and  to  fulfil 
what  may  he  required  in  relation  thereto  by  the  inte/esta 
of  his  country,  which,  owing  to  lamentable  causes,  to  which 
it  is  unnecessaiy  now  to  advert,  have  been  disregarded  for 
the  few  last  years. 

It  appeara  by  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed 
to  Mr.  Louis  McLane  from  this  city  on  the  26th  of  May 
last,  to  which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  Mexican  Government  had  deemed 
it  expedient,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  now  about  to 
end^  that  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commission- 
ers of  both  parties  charged  with  tracing  the  boundary  line 
between  the  two  republics  should  be  prolonged,  but  that  no 
change  should  be  made  in  the  treaty  upon  the  subject,  inaa-, 
much  as  that  had  the  force  of  law,  was  a  measure  to  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  acceded,  and  to 
which  it  consequently^  ought  not  to  oppose  any  hinderance. 

The  undersigned  also  acquainted  Mr.  McLane,  in  the 
afbresaid  note,  that  his  Government  promised  to  send  him 
soon  the  power  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  that  object, 
and  that,  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  it,  he  would  commu- 
nicate it  to  this  Government  for  the  necessary  purposes,  as 
he  has  done,  that  having  been  the  object  of  his  note  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  of  the  4th  instant. 

It  is  inferred  from  the  answer  with  which  the  undersigned 
haa  been  honored,  that  Mr.  Forsyth  considers  there  haa 
been  some  miaapprehenaion  on  the  subject;  tiecause  the 
necessary  powers  and  instructions  having  been  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Butler,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  Statea  at 
Mexico,  to  negotiate  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limits,  and  there  being  reason  to  believe  that  some  pro- 
gress had  already  bton  made  in  the  negotiation  in  that  coun- 
try. It  could  not  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  here  for  the  same  object. 

Now,  the  undersigned  cannot  comprdiend  how  it  is,  that, 
as  he  has  already  aaid,  the  purpose  of  his  Government  hav- 
ing been,  from  the  beginning  of  ihia  year,  to  carry  on  the 
negotiation  in  thia  country,  the  powers  and  instructions 
sent  by  this  Government  to  Mr.  Butler  for  the  same  object 
abould,  nevertheless,  be  received  at  a  more  advanced  period, 
without  any  remark.  And,  even  supposing  that  they  were, 
in  fact,  received  in  the  month  of  July,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  has 
been  pleased  to  say,  it  aeems  to  be  in  the  highest  degree 
•xtraordinary  that,  subsequently  to  this,  on  the  21st  of 
October  laat,  that  ia  to  say,  nearly  four  months  later,  the 
poaitive  powers  and  iuatructions  which  the  undersigned  has 
received  within  a  few  days,  should  have  been  forwarded  to 
him  under  the  belief  that  they  would  not  only  be  promptly 
recognised  by  this  Government,  but  that  the  Secretary  of 


State  woald  see  fit  to  take  measures,  on  his  part,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  aaid  infttrument  With  this 
view,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Mexico  haa 
thought  proper  to  enclose  a  note  to  the  undersigned  for  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  has  already  been  stated  in  the  note  of 
(he  undersigned  of  the  4th  instant,  which  added  that  he 
would  have  the-  aatisfaction  to  deliver  it  in  person  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  so  soon  as  he  should  have  recovered  from  a  slight 
indisposition  with  which  he  was  afiiicted,  and  from  which 
he  hoped  to  be  free  in  a  few  days. 

The  Mexican  Government,  in  its  last  communication  to 
the  undersigned  of  the  21st  of  October  of  this  year,  neither 
mentions  that  Mr.  Butler  had  presented  any  power,  nor 
that  he  had  apprized  it  that  he  had  received  such  an  instru- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  setting  on  foot  any  negotiation  upon 
the  subject  of  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits ; 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  shons  still  more 
clearly  that  that  Government  has  constantly  preferred  that 
the  negotiation  in  question  should  be  begun  in  this  country. 
Certainly  then,  if,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  suspects,  the  negotiation 
had  already  been  entered  upon  with  Mr.  Butler,  there 
would  have  been  no  need  of  also  beginning  a  negotiation 
with  this  Government,  (and  the  Mexican  Government 
would  no  doubt  have  so  thought ;)  and,  in  the  event,  the 
instructions  and  power  which  the  undersigned  has  received 
would  have  been  superfiuous. 

In  what,  then,  can  the  misapprehension  be  said  to  consist? 
At  all  eventa,  it  appears  to  be  trivial,  considering  the  impor- 
tance of  the  business,  the  final  conclusion  of  which  would 
so  greatly  contribute  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding  which  exist  between  the  two 
republics. 

In  virtue  of  the  last  consideration,  and  inasmuch  as  it 
seems  palpable  enough  that  no  progress  has  yet  been  made 
in  the  negotiation  at  Mexico  of  the  article  in  question,  and 
considering  besides,  if  it  be  not  entered  upon  now,  much 
time  will  be  lost,  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislature  upon 
the  subject  being  necessary,  and  as  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  at  Washington,  will  end  about  the  beginning  of 
March,  and  that  of  the  Chambers  at  Mexico  about  the  mid" 
die  of  April,  no  time  will  therefore  be  lefl  to  correct  tfaa 
misapprehension  to  which  Mr.  Forsyth  refers,  or  to  conclude 
as  promptly  as  is  desirable  the  negotiation  of  the  additional 
article  in  question. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  can  do  no  less  than  flatter 
himself,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  just  wish  of  his  Gh)vern-> 
ment,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ending  an  af&iir  which  haa 
already  been  much  retarded,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  see  proper  to  allow  him  to  present  the  full  pow- 
er, which,  as  has  been  said,  he  has  received  for  that  object, 
and  will  allow  the  negotiation  of  the  second  additional  arti- 
cle to  be  entered  upon,  which  both  Governments  hare 
deemed  it  necessary  should  be  added  to  the  treaty  of  limita, 
in  order  that  the  terms  of  the  article  being  agreed  upon  hcsre, 
and  the  article  ratified  with  the  greatest  promptitude  at  Mex- 
ico, the  commissioners  of  both  countri^  may  proceed  to  the 
demarcation  of  the  boundary,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  newly 
stipulated  for. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  upon  considering  the  prece- 
ding declaration,  this  Government  will  not  find  it  inconTe- 
nient  to  comply  with  the  desire  he  has  manifeated  in  the 
name  of  his  Government;  and,  cherishing  this  hope,  he  has 
the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Forq^th  the  aasnrances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

JUb-.  Fortyth  to  Mr,  Casttilo. 

DlYABTVlKT  OV  StATX, 

Washingtorit  January  9,  1835. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  Sute  of  the  United  Stitfea, 
has  bad  the  honor  to  rooeive  the  note  addiessed  lo  him  hx 
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Boundary — UniM  StaUa  and  Mexico . 


[25th  Co vo.  l0t8KBs. 


Mr.  Ca3til1o»  cbarge  d*afikire«of  tbe  United  Mexican  States* 
under  dafb  of  the  15th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Castillo  has  already  been  informed  of  the  wish  of  the 
(jovernmeut  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  at  Mexico, 
for  the  conclusion  of  a  supplemental  article  to  the  treaty  of 
limits;  and  as  the  dcUy  winch  rendered  such  a  negotiation 
necessary  has  been  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  the 
Mexican  Government,  its  acquiescence  in  ihis  course  can- 
not be  doubted.  A  short  lime,  however,  may  be  expected 
to  bring  the  result  of  the  overture  which  Mr.  Butler  was 
instructed  to  make,  and  the  undersigned  will  then  have 
the  honor  of  a  further  communication  with  Mr.  Castillo  on 
the  sabject. 

The  undersigned  avsib  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Castillo  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Sr.  Don  J.  M.  De  Castillo,  6lc. 

lUr,   Ca»tlllo  to  Mr.   Forsyth. 

[Translation.] 
Mexican  Lkoatiox, 

Washington y  January  12,  T835. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'afiaires  of  the  United  Mexi> 
can  Stated,  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  note  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated  the  9lh  instant,  which  presents  ma- 
terials for  new  considoraiious.  The  undersigned  cannot, 
conformably  with  hU  duty,  neglect  to  communicate  them 
to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  in  addition  to  those  already 
submitted  in  his  former  noto  of  the  15th  ultimo,  to  which, 
althougK  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  thought  proper  to 
reply,  he  yet  hopes  have  merited  his  attention,  and  will 
insure  an  opportunity  of  discussing,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  second  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  limits. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  Mexican  Government,  in 
conM:qucncc  of  the  fatal  civil  dissensions  which  have  cou^ 
vulsed  that  country,  has  been  unavoidably  prevented  from 
attending  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  proceed 
jointly  with  tliose  of  the  United  States  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  limits ;  and  it  is  equtlly  certain  thai  the  delay  which 
lias  rendered  this  negotiation  (of  the  second  article)  ne- 
cessary, has  l>cen  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  the 
Mexican  Government;  but  it  cannot  lie  granted,  as  a  con- 
sequence from  Ibis,  that  the  Mexican  Government  without 
doubt  acquiesces,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  coilsiders. 

The  under^dgned,  in  his  noto  of  the  26th  of  May  last, 
had  the  satisfaction  to  express  to  Mr.  Mclianc,  then  Sec- 
retary of  State,  that  his  Government,  considering  this  sec- 
ond additional  article,  necessary,  would  send  him,  when  an 
opportunity  oHcretl,  a  full  power  to  aiter  upon  this  nego- 
tiation. Uut  Mr.  Butler,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Mexico,  did  not  receive  from  his  Government 
the  power  which  it  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  him,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Forsyth*s  note  of  the  11th  of  December 
last,  until  the  1st  of  July.  This  communication,  there- 
fore, was  made  more  than  a  month  before  the  receipt  last 
mentioned;  and  the  order  wat)  made  out  in  Mexico  and 
sent  to  the  undersigned  two  months  previous.  Conse- 
quently, even  supposing  that  Mr.  Butler  had,  immediately 
on  rcceiviug  his  full  power,  communicated  it  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  nothing  could  have  been  done  in  prose- 
cution of  the  affiiir  then ;  as  it  is  clear  that  the  (Mexican) 
Government  would  have  declared  to  him  the  impropriety 
of  beginning  a  negotiation  there  for  the  carrying  on  of 
which  in  this  country  it  had  taken  the  necessary  steps. 

'JMiis  reasoning  appears  in  every  point  of  view  clear  and 
convincing.  But,  moreover,  from  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
munications lately  received  from  his  Government,  which 
como  down  to  the  36th  of  November,  Mr.  Butler  bad  not 
to  that  date  given  any  notice  to  the  Mexican  Government 
of  his  pox.scs8ini(  such  a  power.     Wi:h  how  much  more 


I,  therefore,  can  that  Government  now  insist  upon 
the  negotiations  being  carried  on  here. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  undersigned  considers  that  a  result 
cannot  be  expected  here  in  as  short  a  time  as  the  honorable 
J.  Forsyth  perhaps  supposes;  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  a  negotiation  may  yet  be  delayed  which  is  so  import- 
ant from  ita  very  nature,  and  which,  from  the  ulterior 
effects,  should  be  terminated  as  soon  as  possible.  For  this 
delay  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment :  it  has  shown  the  moat  lively  iulcrest  in  a  prompt 
conclusion  of  the  affiiir,  considaring  it  favorable  for  both 
republics,  and  likely  to  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  har- 
mony between  them ;  and  the  underatgned  has  given  good 
reasons  for  the  prosecution  of  the  negotiation  immediately 
in  this  country,  conforming  with  the  instructions  received 
from  his  Government  on  the  solject. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth, 
&c.  J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  T  LANZAS. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Fohstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr,  Forsyth . 

[Translation.] 
Mkxicatt  Lr.GATio?r, 

Philadei^hia,  April  29,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mcxi  • 
can  States,  complying  willingly  with  the  instructions  on 
the  subject  received  from  his  Government,  has  the  honor 
to  inform  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stato 
of  these  United  States,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  being  anxious  that  the  meeting  oflhc 
commissioners  who  are  to  fix  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  two  republics  should  take  place  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  authorization  for  such  negotiation  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Butler,  the  charge!*  d'affaires  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  invest  the  Sec- 
retaries of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  with  full  powers  to  that  effect,  withdrawing 
froni  the  undersigned  the  full  powers  and  instructions 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  him  to  act  in  the  said  ne- 
gotiation. 

The  undersigned  ha?  the  honor  lo  renew  to  Mr.  John 
Forsyth  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  conKidrr- 
ation.  J.  M.  DB  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo. 

DRrAKTNKVT  OF  StaTB, 

Wasldngtwh  May  1 1,  1835. 

'i'hc  undcrtjigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  charg/j  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  dated  tlic  29th  ultimo,  announcing  the  with- 
drawal by  his  Government  ot  the  power  with  which  he 
had  been  invcbtcd  to  negotiate  a  second  supplementary 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two  countries. 
This  announcement  of  courite  renders  unnecessary  a  reply 
on  the  part  of  this  Department  to  Mr.  Castillo's  note  of 
the  12th  of  January  lust. 

'J*hc  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

Scnor  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  r  Lanzas,  &r. 

Mr.  Casiillo  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 
Mkxican  LsVATIOIf, 

Fhiladelphia,  June  a,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  cliarge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  in  fulfilment  of  an  order  of  his  Government, 
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26th  GoHo.  IsISkss.] 


Boundanf^UnUed  StaUt  and  Mexico, 


was  not  in  Besslon.  It  is  understood  that  it  will  meet  tgftin 
on  the  1st  of  January  next.  Mr.  Castillo  will  perceive 
that,  as  arrangements  have  been  made  by  this  Government 
for  the  negotiation  of  the  additional  article  at  Mexico,  and 
there  is  reason  to  conclude  (liat  progress  has  been  made,  it 
is  inexpedient  and  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  one  here  for 
the  same  object. 

The  undersigned  has  the  hor.er  to  renew  to  Mr.  Castillo 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distingniiihed  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Senor  Don  J.  M.  be  Castillo  t  Lanzas, 

Chargi  d^ Affaires  of  Mexico, 

Mr.  Caatillo  to  Mr,  Forityth. 
[Translation.] 
Mkxicaw  Lfoatioit, 
Philadelphia,  December  15,  1834. 

The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated  the 
nth,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  4ih  instant,  and  be  proceeds 
to  make  some  oliservalions  thereupon,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  illustrating  the  matter  in  controversy,  and  to  fulfil 
what  may  he  required  in  relation  thereto  by  the  interests 
of  his  country,  which,  owing  to  lamentable  causes,  to  which 
it  is  unnecessary  now  to  advert,  have  been  disregarded  lor 
the  few  last  years. 

It  appears  by  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed 
to  Mr.  Louis  McLane  from  this  city  on  the  26th  of  May 
last,  to  which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  Mexican  Government  had  deemed 
it  expedient,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  now  about  to 
end,  that  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commission- 
ers of  both  parties  charged  with  tracing  the  boundary  line 
between  the  two  republics  should  l>e  prolonged,  but  that  no 
change  should  be  made  in  the  treaty  upon  the  subject,  inas-. 
much  as  that  had  the  force  of  law,  was  a  measure  to  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  acceded,  and  to 
which  it  consequently^  ought  not  'o  oppose  any  binderanoe. 

The  undersigned  also  acquainted  Mr.  McLane,  in  the 
aibresaid  note,  that  his  Government  promised  to  send  him 
soon  the  power  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  that  object, 
and  that,  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  it,  he  would  commu- 
nicate it  to  this  Government  for  the  necessary  purposes,  as 
he  has  done,  that  having  been  the  object  of  his  note  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  of  the  4th  instant. 

It  is  inferred  from  the  answer  with  which  the  undersigned 
has  been  honored,  that  Mr.  Forsyth  considers  there  has 
been  some  misapprehension  on  the  subject;  because  the 
necessary  powers  and  instructions  having  been  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Butler,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  Sutes  at 
Mexico,  to  negotiate  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limits,  and  there  being  reason  to  believe  that  some  pro- 
gress had  already  b^n  made  in  the  negotiation  in  that  coun- 
try, it  could  not  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  here  for  the  same  object. 

Now,  the  undersigned  cannot  comprehend  how  it  is,  that, 
as  he  has  already  said,  the  purpose  of  his  Government  hav- 
ing been,  from  the  beginning  of  this  year,  to  carry  on  the 
negotiation  in  this  country,  the  powers  and  instructions 
sent  by  this  Government  to  Mr.  Butler  for  the  aame  object 
•houM,  nevertheless,  be  received  at  a  more  advanced  period, 
without  any  remark.  And,  even  supposing  that  they  were, 
in  fact,  received  in  the  month  of  July,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  has 
been  pleased  to  say,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  highest  degree 
extraordinary  that,  subsequently  to  this,  on  the  21st  of 
Oetober  last,  that  is  to  say,  nearly  four  months  later,  the 
poaitive  powers  and  instructions  which  the  undersigned  has 
received  within  a  few  days,  ahould  have  been  forwarded  to 
him  under  the  belief  that  they  would  not  only  be  promptly 
recognised  by  this  Government,  but  that  the  Secretary  of 


State  would  see  fit  to  take  measures,  on  his  part,  to  cany 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  said  instrument.  With  this 
view,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Mexico  has 
thought  proper  to  enclose  a  note  to  the  undersigned  for  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  has  already  been  stated  in  the  note  of 
the  undersigned  of  the  4th  instant,  which  added  that  he 
would  have  th»  satisfaction  to  deliver  it  in  person  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  so  soon  as  he  should  have  recovered  from  a  slight 
indisposition  with  which  he  was  afflicted,  and  from  which 
he  hoped  to  be  free  in  a  few  days. 

The  Mexican  Government,  in  its  last  communication  to 
the  undersigned  of  the  21st  of  October  of  this  year,  neither 
mentions  that  Mr.  Butler  bad  presented  any  power,  nor 
that  he  had  apprized  it  that  he  had  received  such  an  instru- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  sotting  on  foot  any  negotiation  upon 
the  subject  of  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  UmiU  ; 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  shonrs  still  more 
clearly  that  that  Government  has  constantly  preferred  that 
the  negotiation  in  question  should  be  begun  in  this  eoontiy. 
Certainly  then,  if,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  suspects,  the  negotiation 
had  already  been  entered  upon  with  Mr.  Butler,  there 
would  have  been  no  need  of  also  beginning  a  negotiation 
with  this  Government,  (and  the  Mexican  Government 
would  no  doubt  have  so  thought ;)  and,  in  the  event,  the 
instructions  and  power  which  the  undersigned  has  received 
would  have  been  superfluous. 

In  what,  then,  can  the  misapprehension  be  said  lo  consist  t 
At  all  events,  it  appears  to  be  trivial,  considering  the  impor- 
tance of  the  business,  the  final  conclusion  of  which  woold 
so  greatly  contribute  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  liieDd- 
ship  and  good  understanding  which  exbt  between  the  two 
republics. 

In  virtue  of  the  last  consideration,  and  inasmuch  as  it 
seems  palpable  enough  that  no  progress  has  yet  been  made 
in  the  negotiation  at  Mexico  uf  the  article  in  question,  and 
considering  besides,  if  it  be  not  entered  upon  now,  much 
time  will  1^  lost,  the  concurrence  of  the  ]«egisUture  upon 
the  subject  being  necessary,  and  as  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  at  Washington,  will  end  about  the  beginniog  of 
March,  and  that  of  the  Chambers  at  Mexico  aboot  the  mid- 
dle of  April,  no  time  will  therefore  be  left  %u  correct  the 
misapprehension  to  which  Mr.  Forsyth  refers,  or  to  conclude 
as  promptly  as  is  desirable  the  negotiation  of  the  additional 
article  in  question. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  can  do  no  lese  than  flatter 
himself,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  just  wish  of  his  Govern- 
ment, and  for  the  purpose  of  ending  an  affiiir  which  bee 
already  been  much  retarded,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  see  proper  to  allow  him  to  present  the  full  pow- 
er, which,  as  has  been  said,  he  has  received  for  that  oljecC, 
and  will  allow  the  negotiation  of  the  second  additional  arti- 
cle to  be  entered  upon,  which  both  Governments  hsve 
deemed  it  necessary  should  be  added  to  the  treaty  ofUaiiM, 
in  order  that  the  terms  of  the  article  being  agreed  upon  hem, 
and  the  article  ratified  with  the  greatest  promptitude  at  Mex- 
ico, the  commissioners  of  both  countri^  may  proceed  to  the 
demarcation  of  the  boundary,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  newly 
stipulated  for. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  upon  considering  the  preee- 
ding  declaration,  this  Government  will  not  find  it  inoonve- 
nient  to  comply  with  the  desire  he  has  manifested  in  (bm 
name  of  his  Government;  and,  cherishing  this  hope,  he  has 
the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Foreyth  the  aaaorances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

ABr.  Fortyth  to  Mr.  CasHJlo, 

DXPABTMUTT  OV  StATS, 

WoMngtofh  January  9,  1835. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stslsiw 
haa  had  the  honor  to  reeeive  the  sots  addwieed  lo  him  lor 
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Boundanf — Umied  Stales  and  Mtxieo, 


[25th  Covo.  IstSKBs. 


Mr.  CastiUo^  cbiirgc  d'afiairevofthe  United  Mexican  States* 
under  dafb  of  the  15th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Castillo  has  already  been  informed  of  the  wish  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  at  Mexico, 
for  the  conclusion  of  a  supplemental  article  to  the  treaty  of 
limits;  and  as  the  delay  which  rendered  such  a  negotiation 
necessary  has  been  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  the 
Mexican  Government,  its  acquiescence  in  thi»  course  can- 
not be  doubted.  A  short  lime,  however,  may  be  expected 
to  bring  the  result  of  the  overture  which  Mr.  Butler  was 
instructed  to  make,  and  the  undersigned  will  then  have 
the  honor  of  a  further  communication  with  Mr.  Castillo  on 
the  subject- 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Castillo  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

8r.  Don  J.  M.  De  Castillo,  &c. 

Mr.    Castillo  to  Mr.   Fonyfh. 

[Translation.]  » 

Metican  Lkoatiott, 

WasfungltrHy  January  12,  T835. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  had  the  honor  1o  receive  a  note  from  the  Sec* 
retary  of  State,  dated  the  9lh  instant,  which  presents  ma- 
terials for  new  considerations.  The  undersigned  cannot, 
conformably  with  \kU  duty,  neglect  to  communicate  them 
to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  in  addition  to  those  already 
submitted  in  his  former  noto  of  the  15th  ultimo,  to  which, 
although,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  thought  proper  to 
reply,  he  yet  hopes  have  merited  his  attention,  and  will 
insure  an  opportunity  of  discussing,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  second  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  limits. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  Mexican  Government,  in 
conMH}ucnce  of  the  fatal  civil  dissensions  which  have  cou^ 
%uUed  that  country,  has  been  unavoidably  prevented  from 
attending  to  Uie  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  proceed 
jointly  with  tiiose  of  the  United  States  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  limits  ;  and  it  is  equtlly  certain  ihoi  the  delay  which 
has  rendered  this  negotiation  (of  the  second  article)  ne- 
cessary, has  been  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  tlie 
Mexican  Government;  but  it  cannot  be  granted,  as  a  con- 
scqurticc  from  this,  that  the  Mexican  Government  without 
douhi  acquiesces,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  coilsiders. 

The  undersigned,  in  his  note  of  the  26th  of  May  last, 
had  the  satisfaction  to  express  to  Mr.  McLane,  then  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  that  his  Government,  considering  this  sec- 
ond adflitional  article,  necessary,  would  send  him,  when  an 
oppuTiunity  olVered,  a  full  power  to  enter  upon  this  nego- 
tiation,    but  Mr.  Butler,  tlie  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tate«  ui  Mexico,  did  not  receive  from  his  Government 
the  power  which  it  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  liim,  ac- 
curditis  to  Mr.    Forsyth's  note  of  the  1 1th  of  December 
li:ft,    until  the  1st  of  July.     This  communication,  there- 
fuffc,  was  made  more  than  a  month  before  the  receipt  last 
mentioned;  and  the  order  was  mode  out  in  Mexico  and 
sent  to  the  undersigned  two  months  previous.     Conse- 
quenily,  even  supposing  that  Mr.  Butler  had,  immediately 
on  receiving  his  full  power,  communicated  it  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  nothing  could  have  been  done  in  prose- 
cution of  the  affiiir  then ;  as  it  is  clear  that  the  (Mexican) 
Government  would  have  declared  to  him  the  impropriety 
of  beginning  a  negotiation  there  for  the  carrying  on  of 
which  in  this  country  it  had  taken  tlie  necessary  steps. 

'J''hts  reasoning  appears  in  every  point  oi  view  clear  and 
convincing.  But,  moreover,  from  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
munications lately  received  from  his  Government,  which 
como  down  to  the  26th  of  November,  Mr.  Butler  bad  not 
to  that  date  given  any  notice  to  the  Mexican  Government 
of  hiB    poxsrssing  such  a  power.     Wi;h  how  much  more 


reason,  therefore,  can  that  Government  now  insist  upon 
the  negotiations  being  carried  on  here. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  undersigned  considers  that  a  result 
cannot  be  expected  here  in  as  short  a  time  as  the  honorable 
J.  Forsyth  perhaps  supposes;  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  a  negotiation  may  yet  be  delayed  which  is  so  import- 
ant from  its  very  nature,  and  which,  frorh  the  ulterior 
efiects,  should  be  terminated  as  soon  as  possible.  For  this 
delay  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment ;  it  has  shown  the  most  lively  interest  in  a  prompt 
conclusion  of  the  affair,  considaring  it  favorable  for  both 
republics,  and  likely  to  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  har- 
mony between  them ;  and  the  underatgned  has  given  good 
reasons  for  the  prosecution  of  the  negotiation  immediately 
in  this  country,  conforming  with  the  instructions  received 
from  his  Government  on  the  subject 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  ^ 
&c.  J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Fohstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr,  Castillo  to  Mr.  Foray fh. 
[Translation.] 

MkXICAW  LCGATIOX, 

Phihdeiphiay  April  ^d,  18.3.'?. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affiiires  of  the  United  Mexi  • 
can  States,  complying  willingly  with  the  instructions  on 
the  subject  received  from  his  Government,  has  the  honor 
to  inform  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stato 
of  these  United  States,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  being  anxious  that  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  who  are  to  fix  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  two  republics  should  take  place  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  authorization  for  such  negotiation  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Butler,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  this  Gov- 
.emment  in  Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  invest  the  Sec- 
retaries of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  with  full  powers  to  that  effect,  withdrawing 
froni  the  undersigned  the  full  0o\^er8  and  instructions 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  him  to  act  in  the  said  ne- 
gotiation. 

The  undersigned  ha?  the  honor  lo  renew  to  Mr.  John 
Forsyth  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consider- 
ation. J.  M.  DB  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Mr.  Dicktna  to  Mr.  Ca&ti/lo. 

DErAKTMKETT  Or  StaTK, 

Washington^  May  11,  1835. 

The  Undf  rsigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  ('astillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can Ststes,  dated  tlic  29ih  ultimo,  announcing  the  with- 
drawal by  his  Government  ot  the  power  with  which  he 
had  been  invested  to  negotiate  a  second  supplementary 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two  count rie;^. 
This  announcement  of  cour<>e  renders  unnecessary  a  reply 
on  the  part  of  this  Department  to  Mr.  Castillo's  note  of 
the  12th  of  January  last. 

'i'he  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKIKS. 

Scnor  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  t  Lanzas,  &c. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Dickifis. 
[Translation.] 

MbXICAX  LKtfATIOIf, 

Fhiladelphia^  June  'i,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  in  fulfilment  of  an  order  of  his  Government, 
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has  the  honor  to  inforin  the  honorable  Mr.  Asbury  Dickins, 
Secretary  of  btate  of  the  United  States  ad  intprim,  that 
the  necessary  IbrmalitieB  having  been  entered  into  at  Mex- 
i  CO  for  the  conclusion  of  the  additionsl  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limits  between  the  two  republics,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending tlie  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  two  nations  who  are  to  trace  the  boondary,  and  the 
article  to  which  the  representatives,  duly  authorized,  of 
the  respective  parties,  again  agreed,  having  been  submitted 
to  the  General  Congress  of  those  States,  has  deserved  the 
approbation  of  that  body.  The  tenor  of  the  article  referred 
to  is  according  to  the  copy  herewith  enclosed. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  Uie  occasion  of  trans- 
mitting it  to  the  Department  of  State,  for  the  information 
of  the  President,  to  renew  to  Mr.  Dickins  the  assurances 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Hon.  Mr.  Asburt  Dickiks,  &c. 

[Translation.] 
A  treaty  having  been  concluded  and  signed  in  the  city 
of  Mexico  on  the  12th  day  of  the  month  of  January,  182R, 
between  the  United  Mexican  States  and  the  United  States 
of  the  North,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  true  dividing 
line  and  the  limits  between  the  two  nations,  and  it  having 
been  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty  as  fol- 
.  lows :  **  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision,  and  to  place 
the  land-marks  which  shall  designate  exactly  the  limits  of 
both  nations,  each  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  appoint 
a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet  before  the 
termination  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of 
this,  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on  the  Red  river,  and  proceed 
to  run  and  mark  the  said  tine  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sa- 
bine to  the  Red  river,  and  from  tho  Red  river  to  the  river 
Arkansas,  in  conformity  to  what  is  agreed  upon  and  stip- 
ulated, and  the  line  of  latitude  of  43°  to  the  South  Set^ 
They  shall  make  out  plans  and  keep  journals  of  their  pro- 
ceedings; and  the  result  agreed  upon  by  them  shall  be 
considered  as  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shall  have  the  same 
force  as  if  it  were  inserted  thefieiii.  The  two  Governments 
will  amicably  agree  respecting  the  necessary  articles  to  be 
furnished  to  those  persons,  and  also  as  to  their  respective 
escorts,  should  such  be  deemed  necessary."  And  the  rat- 
ifications of  the  said  treaty  having  been  exchanged  in  the 
city  of  Washington  on  the  5th  duy  of  the  month  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1832,  the  contracting  parties  hav- 
ing  been  prevented  by  variouii  cause*  from  complying  with 
the  stipulations  agreed  upon  in  the  said  third*  article,  the 
time  within  which  it  was  to  be  executed  having  expired, 
and  both  republics  desiring  that  the  said  treaty  should  be 
complied  with  in  every  respect,  by  going  through  with  all 
the  necessary  forms,  the  President  of  the  Unlt^  Mexican 
•States  has  invested  with  full  |)owers  for  that  purpose,  Don 
Jos^  Maria  Gutierrez  de  Esfrado,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Department  of  Interior  and  Foreign  Relstions,  and  Don 
Jose  Mariano  Blasco,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  North,  the  honorable  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  charg^  d* 
affaires  of  that  republic  in  Mexico ;  and  the  plenipotentia- 
ries referred  to,  after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
which  were  found  to  be  in  good  and  proper  form,  have 
agreed  and  do  agree  to  the  following  second  additional  ar- 
ticle. 

The  term  for  the  appointment  of  commitfsioners  and  sur- 
veyors charged  by  the  Governments  of  Mexico  and  Wash- 
ington to  settle  with  more  precision  the  boundary  line,  and 
to  establish  land-marks  to  designate  with  greater  accuracy 
the  boundaries  of  the  two  nations,  and  which  was  pre- 
scribed by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  conclu- 
ded and  formed  at  Mexico  on  the  l?th  day  of  the  month 
of  January,  1828,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 


changed in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  5th  jay  6f  the 
month  of  April,  1832,  shall  be  extended  to  the  period  of 
one  year,  to  l*e  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  present  additional  article.  The 
present  second  additional  article  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  efiect  as  if  it  had  been  inserted  word  for  word  in  the 
aforesaid  treaty  of  the  I2th  of  January,  1828,  and  shall  lie 
approved  and  ratified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  respective  States. 

In  faith  of  which  the  said  plenipotentiaries  have  hereun- 
to set  their  hands  and  affixed  their  respective  aeals. 

Done  at  Mexico  the  third  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight-  hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  fifteentfi 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  and  the 
fiftv-ninth  of  that  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DB  ESTRADA, 

A.  BUTLER, 

JOSE  MARIANO  BLASCO. 

Mr,  Dickins  to  Mr,  CatUlio. 

DlFARTMBiTT  Or  8tAT», 

Wathington,  June  i,  1B3.S. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mex- 
ican States,  dated  the  2d  instant,  stating  that  a  second  ad- 
ditional article  to  the  treaty  of  limiU  had  been  agreed  upon 
by  the  negotiators  at  Mexico,  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Mexican  Congress,  and  that  he  enclosed  a  copy  of  it  fur 
the  information  of  the  President.'  The  imdexBigned  has 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  transcript  referred  to  was  Di*t 
received  with  Mr.  Castilloes  note,  it  having  doubtless  lieen 
left  out  by  accident.  A  copy  of  Uie  article  wouh]  be  highly 
acceptable,  as  no  intelligence  has  yet  been  received  frum 
Mr.  Butler  of  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  oflcr  Mr.  Castillo 
renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKIN8. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  di  Castillo  t  Lanzas,  &c. 

Mr.  Catfiilo  to  Mr.  Dickins, 

[Translation.] 

MaxiCAir  LioATioir, 

Philadelphia,  June  6,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowleilge  the  receipt  e{ 
the  note  of  Mr.  Asbury  Diokins,  acting  Secretary  of  Stale 
of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  the  note  of  the  uoder- 
signed  of  the  2d  instant ;  and  with  reference  tbeieto  baa 
to  state,  that  although  the  copy  therein  referred  te  oi  (he 
additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  l)ctween  \hc  i^o 
republics  did  not  accompany  that  coiitmunication,  as  if  was 
seifi  separately  to  the  Department  uf  State,  it  is  to  be  su|>« 
posed  that  if  Mr.  Dickins  did  not  receive  it  in  due  tinir, 
it  would  reach  him  shortly  afterwards,  still,  io  obviate  any 
accidental  miscarriage  to  which  that  paper  may  have  been 
subjected,  the  undersigned  herewith  encloses  a  dnplirafe  of 
the  copy  adverted  to,  and  has  the  honor  at  the  same  time 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Dickins  tlic  assurances  of  his  vtry  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  V  LANZAS. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forftylh, 

[Translation.] 

Lkoation  o»  Mexico, 

Philadelphia,  July  10,  IA35. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d*nffaires  of  the  lJn\\€^  States 
of  Mexico,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Hon.  J.  Forsvih, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Ihat 
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Bince  the  despatch  of  his  notes  of  the  Sth  and  6th  ultimo, 
he  has  received  another  communication  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  relative  to  the  same  affair,  viz :  the  second 
sdditional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two 
republica,  approved  by  the  Legislature  of  that  country,  and 
ratified  by  the  Eiecutive.  In  that  communication  the 
said  Goyernment,  •  desiring  that  tliis  important  business 
should  be  concluded  as  soon  as  possible,  has  appointed 
and  properly  authorized  the  undersigned  to  proceed  as 
plenipotentiary,  to  every  thing  which  may  be  requisite  for 
the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

In  virtue  of  this,  the  undersigned  hopes  that  Mr.  For- 
syth will  he  pleased  to  inform  him  whether  he  is  equally 
disposed  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications  referred 
to^  in  such  a  manner  that  all  which  is  necessary  may  be 
done  as  soon  as  the  Congress  of  this  Union  commences  its 
next  session. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself,  &c. 

J.  M.  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

To  the  Hon.  Jouir  Forstth, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  CastiUo, 

DKPAaTMBlVT  OF  StATB, 

Washington,  July  21,  1835. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  dated  the  iOth  instant,  slating  that  he  had  been 
atttborised  to  exchange  the  ratification  by  his  Government 
of  the  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  9^ 
to  the  disposition  of  the  undersigned  to  proceed  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CastiUo  is  aware  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  the  President  is  authorized  tt)  ratify  a  treaty, 
or  to  exchange  his  ratification  against  that  of  a  foreign 
Power,  only  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
When,  therefore,  the  Senate  shall  have  given  its  advice 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  second  additional  ar- 
ticle to  the  treaty  of  limita  between  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Mexican  States,  Mr.  Castillo  will  be  duly  ap- 
prtzetl. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.  Css- 
tillo  renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Sor.  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  t  Lavzas,  dtc. 

Mr.  Fonyth  to  Mr.  Castillo. -^Extract. 

DsPAnTHKNT  OF  StATK, 

WasIUngton,  February  !•  1836. 

9  •  •  • 

The  undersigned  has,  however,  further  to  acquaiirt  Mr. 
Castillo  that  the  Senate  has  advised  and  consented  to  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  for  a  second  additional  article 
to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic,  concluded  at  Mexico  on  the  3d  of  April 
last.  The  convention  will  forthwith  be  ratifled  by  the 
Provident,  and  the  undersigned  will  be  ready  to  exchange 
the  ratifications  of  the  United  States  against  that  of  the 
Mexican  republic  whenever  Mr.  Castillo  prcsenU  himself 
for  that  purpo.se  at  the  Department  of  State. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  opportunity  to  offer  Mr. 
Castillo  renewed  assurances  of  his  great  considerution. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  dx  Castillo  t  Lanzas,  &c. 

Mr.   Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 

Washinotoit,  March  28,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 


ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  in- 
form the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  that  his  Government  had  also  remarked 
the  same  ambiguity  {equtvocacion)  which  Mr.  Forsyth  ob- 
served in  the  terms  of  the  second  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  January  12,  1828,  in  both  languages,  asSr.  Cas- 
tillo, the  charg^  d'affaires  of  Mexico  had  immediately  in- 
dicated ;  and  that  it  had,  in  consequence,  also  seen  the  ne- 
cessity of  rectifying  the  ambiguity,  in  order  that  the  stipu- 
lation in  question  might  answer  the  purpose  which  its  ne- 
gotiation must  have  projiosed,  and  did,  indeed,  propose  in 
making  it. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  received  from  his  Govern- 
ment, before  he  left  Mexico,  instructions  and  the  proper 
authorities  fur  negotiating  and  confirming  any  species  of 
convention  which  might  render  clear  the  true  object  of  the 
said  additional  second  article  of  the  3d  of  April  last,  wl»eu- 
ever  the  American  Government  should  appoint  and  author- 
ize to  that  effect  another  plenipotentiary,  and  means  should 
be  found  to  give  to  the  convention  in  question  the  same 
force  and  value  which  the  additional  article  acquired  by 
the  exchange  of  the  res[)cctive  ratifications,  and  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Legislatures  uf  each  country,  which  were  ne- 
cessary before  that  could  be  efiected. 

The  undersigned  is,  fur  this  reason,  anxious  to  know  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  John  Forsyth  on  the  subject,  and 
is  ready  to  adopt  the  mode  which  be  may  cousider  most  ^ 
likely  to  conduce  to  Ihe  ends  proposed. 

But,  88  it  may  not  be  easy  to  find  another  nMXJIe  of  giv- 
ing to  the  convention  indicated  the  requisite  force  and  value 
than  by  submitting  it  to  the  same  legislative  sanction,  and 
as  it  wouldy  in  that  event,  be  preferable  to  leave  the  stipu- 
lation by  itaelf,  in  a  separate  instrument,  if  no  other  means 
can  be  found  to  shorten  the  negotiation,  the  undersigned 
has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth  that  his  Government,  foreseeing  the  possibility  of 
such  a  state  of  things,  had,  moreover,  conferred  upon  him 
full  special  powers  to  sign  a  new  second  additional  article 
in  place  of  that  of  the  3d  of  April,  and  by  the  terms  of 
which  the  period  mentioned  in  the  third  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  limits,  for  the  meeting  of  commissioners  and  survey- 
ors at  Natchitoches,  may  be  extended  another  year.  If 
this  should  be  agreed  on,  and  the  American  Senate,  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  present  session,  should  give  its  ad- 
vice and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  new  article  by  - 
the  President  of  the  United  States  immediately,  the  under- 
signed promises  to  send  it  without  delay  to  Mexico,  by  one 
of  his  secretaries,  in  order  that  the  Congress,  which  wilt 
certainly  meet  there  forthwith,  as  a  constituent  body,  may 
sanction  it  accordingly. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  avails  himself  with 
pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  ofier  to  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Slate*  of  these  United  Stales,  the  as- 
surances of  his  distinguished  considcrnlion. 

M.  K.  DE  GOKOSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 
Dkpartmetct  or  Statk,  April  1,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  Ignited  Staler 
has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  proposing  a  new  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose  of  more  clearly  defining  the  ol»- 
ject  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic  of  the  third  of  April  last. 

The  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limit.^,  al- 
though noUso  comprrhensivc  in  Its  terms  as  was  dosiratde, 
was  laid  before  the  Senate  by  the  President,  in  the  belief 
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that,  u  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  hail  ceaeed  to  be  of  any 
fowe  or  effect,  in  consequence  of  the  expiration  of  the  time 
inrithin  wliich  its  Htipuiationa  were  to  have  been  fully  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  a?  it  was  the  intention  of  both  par- 
ties to  provide,  by  the  second  additional  article  for  effecting 
the  same  object  aa  was  provided  for  by  the  third  article,  the 
stipulation  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  and  sur- 
veyors to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries,  should  be  construed  to  impose  the  obligation  on 
the  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  meet  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  third  article.  It  is  presumed  that  the 
Senate  acted  under  the  same  belief  in  giving  its  advice  and 
consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  second  additional  article. 

If  this  view  be  correct,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  mis- 
conception in  giving  full  effect  to  the  intention  of  the  par- 
lies, it  will  be  sulHcient  for  their  rcsfiective  agents,  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  second  ad- 
ditional article,  to  mark,  by  a  joint  explanatory  note,  the 
explicit  understanding  of  the  two  Governments.  Should 
Mr.  Gorostiza  concur  in  this  opinion,  and  find  himself  au- 
thorized to  adopt  that  course,  tiie  undersigned  is  instructed 
to  agree  with  him  uiion  the  necessary  amngement^. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurance:)  of  his  most  distinguished  con- 
sideraUon.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Seizor  Don  M.  E.  nK  Gorostiza. 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  Sfc, 

Mr.  Goroaiiza  lo  Mr^  Forsyth. ' 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  April  4,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  received  the  note 
addressed  to  him  on  the  1st  instant,  by  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  uf  State  of  these  United  States,  and  has 
thereby  seen  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Forsyth  that,  in 
order  to  define  completely  the  true  object  of  the  second  ad- 
ditional article  of  the  3d  of  April,  1836,  it  will  be  sufficient 
that  the  res{>ective  iiienipoteutiaries,  on  exchanging  its  rat- 
ifications, should  at  the  same  time  exchange  a  declaration 
signed  by  themselves,  and  to  be  annexed  to  the  eaid  ad- 
ditional article,  in  which  is  to  be  explained  the  real  object 
proposed  by  the  Governments,  when  they  agreed  in  con- 
sidering the  said  proviaiivn  necessary. 

The  undersigned  would  undoubtedly  have  preferred,  as 
being  the  simplest  mode.,  that  another  second  additional 
article  should  be  drawn  up,  as  the  most  essential  part  of 
what  it  was  de«ired  to  stifnitate  had  lieen  omitted  in  that  of 
Ibe  3d  of  April,  and  in  order  that  the  m<wt  ithportant  pro- 
ceed! nj^  should  again  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Legisla* 
ture  of  each  country.  And  if  it  should  not  appear  con- 
venient to  annul,  at  the  present  time,  a  convention  whicli 
had  already  been  considered  worthy  of  tlie  assent  of  the 
American  Senate,  the  undersigned  would  have  preferred, 
even  in  thi^  ca!«e,  to  negotiate  and  sign  an  additional  article 
to  the  treaty  of  1828  itself,  merely  stipulating  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  at  Natchitoches  within 
the  same  period  of  one  year.  IMiis  latter  expedient  would, 
if  adopted,  in  the  o{>inion  of  the  undersigned,  have  pre- 
vented any  difficulty  in  future,  especially  as  the  ratifications 
of  the  two  articles  might  in  all  probability  have  been  ex- 
changed in  Washington,  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same 
persons  in  less  than  four  months. 

This,  however,  does  not  prevent  the  undersigned  from 
bring  ready,  as  he  indeed  is,  to  pursue  the  plan  indicated 
by  Mr.  Foisyth  in  his  said  note,  as  the  undersigned  cannot 
hut  acknowledge  and  confess,  after  all,  that  a  declaration, 
signed  by  Iralh  plenipotentiaries,  duly  authorized  to  that  ef- 
fect, explaining  an  omistiion  observed  in  the  text  of  the 
principal  agreement,  intended  to  bo  forever  annexed  to  that 
agreement,  to  be  exchanged  with  it  and  printed  and  pub- 


lished with  it,  must  neoeaaarily,  from  the  uuion  of  all  these 
circumstances,  acquire  the  same  legal  force,  and  in  conse- 
quence partake  of  all  the  guaranties  of  that  agreement. 
Should  Mr.  Forsyth  coincide  with  this  view  of  the  case, 
the  undersigned  repeats  that  there  can  be  no  impropriety 
in  signing  such  a  declaration,  and  in  thus  concluding  (re- 
dxmdtoiydf^  the  ponding  negotiation. 

One  difiiculty,  and  one  only  presents  itself,  which  at  first 
sight  seems  to  be  of  some  importance,  in  case  it  should  be 
wished  to  follow  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Forsytlr  to  the 
letter ;  it  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  in  neither  of 
the  powers  received  by  the  undersigned  from  his  Govern- 
ment, (of  which  copies  are  herewith  sent,)  is  any  expiicH 
faculty  conferred  upon  him  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of 
the  second  additional  article  of  the  3d  of  Apri>,  doubtless 
because  it  was  not  supposed  at  Mexico  that  there  would  be 
any  need  of  such  authorization,  after  the  defects  of  the  ar- 
ticle had  been  observed.  Henoe  it  may  be  necessary  to 
adopt  some  other  means;  for  instance,  that  the  exchange  of 
the  second  additional  article  should  be  made  by  Mr.  Castil- 
lo, who  has  a  former  full  power  to  that  effect,  and  thai  the 
undersigned  should  afterwards  exchange  the  dedaration. 
The  undersigned  however  conceives  that,  being  authorizrd 
by  his  general  powers  **to  promote  by  every  legal  means 
the  settlement  {arrtglo\  of  the  afiairs  which  occa!iioned  hii 
extraordinary  mission,'^  he  is  also  authorized  to  exchange 
the  said  ratifications,  inasmuch  as  tlie  settlement  and  ter- 
mination of  this  affair  is  one  of  the  express  and  determine*! 
oltjects  of  his  said  mission. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  Mr.  Fursytb  will 
coincide  with  him  in  his  views,  and  ho|>es  thai  they  may 
both  proceed  to  draw  up  and  sign  the  declaration  in  ques- 
tion, at  any  day  and  hour  which  Mr.  Forsyth  may  desig- 
nate. 

The  underhigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  For«>>h 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 
M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Jomv  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Copy  of  the  general  powers  &f  Senor  Gorottiza. 

[Translation.] 

Miguel   Barragan,   President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican 

republic.     To  all  to  whom  those  presents  ahall  come, 

greeting : 

Oonsidenng  it  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  natjon  to 
accredit  near  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica a  diplomatic  agent  of  a  rank  higher  than  that  held  by 
the  one  now  in  Washington,  and  it  being  impcKtant  to 
choose  for  that  purpose  ono  who  should  combine  talents 
patriotisgx,  honesty,  and  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  re- 
public; therefore,  having  found  iu  Don  Manuel  Edoardo 
de  Gorostiza  all  those  admirable  qualities,  1  have  diooglit 
proper,  in  the  exercise  of  my  powers,  and  having  received 
the  assent  of  the  General  Congress,  to  appoint  him  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  the  said 
Government,  giving  and  conferring  upon  him,  to  that  cifrci, 
full  powers  to  promote,  by  every  legal  means,  the  setik- 
ment  of  the  affairs  which  occasionetl  his  extraordinary  mis- 
sion. J,  therefore,  request  and  reconmiend  his  oxcciloucv 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  receive 
and  admit  the  said  Don  Manuel  Eduardo  de  Gorostiza  as 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mexi- 
co, giving  entire  faith  to  all  which  he  may  advance,  grant- 
ing him  the  requisite  assistance,  and  disposing  tlfsl  be  he 
acknowledged  in  his  quality,  I  on  my  part  offering  to  re- 
ciprocate. 

Given  at  the  Palace  of  Mexico,  signed  by  my  haod,  an- 
thenticated  by  the  national  seal,  and  countersigned  by  t]>e 
chief  officer  charged  with  the  Department  of  lolernml  and 
Foreign  Relations,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month  c^ 
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J«ni»rj,  Mgfateen  handred  mnd  thirty-cix,  the  sixteenth 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  repubKc. 
[i.  e.]        M.  BARRAGAN. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 
A  true  copy.   Washington,  April  4,  1836. 

JUAN  B.  OAMBOA. 

Secretary  of  the  Legation, 

Copy  of  the  special  powers  ofSenor  Gorostiza, 

[Tfuialation.J 

Uigael  Barragan,  President  ad   interim  of  the  Mexican 

Republic.     To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 

greeting : 

As  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  conclude  a  new  sec- 
oud  article^  additional  to  the  tbinl  of  the  treaty  of  limitf  of 
1832,  between  this  repuUic  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  case  that  which  was  signed  in  this  capital  on 
the  Sd  of  April  of  last  year  should  not  bo  considered  suf- 
ficient, and  as  it  is  desirable  to  remove  every  obstacle  which 
might  retard  the  demarcation  oi  tlie  diving  line  between  the 
two  nations,  T  have  thought  proper  to  confer,  and  by  these 
presents  I  do  confer,  full  powertf^  upon  Don  Manuel  Eduar- 
do  de  Goroetisa,  envoy  extraordinary  from  this  republic 
near  the  Oovernmeot  of  Washington,  to  agree  with  that 
Government,  in  all  due  form,  upon  a  new  period  for  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  of  the  two 
countries  at  Natchitoches,  in  order  to  fix  the  limiu  of  the 
same,  inasmuch  as  the  time  fixed  by  the  said  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  limits  of  1832  for  the  said  meeting  has  ex- 
pired. 

In  feith  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  presents  to  Tie  is- 
sued, signed  by  my  hand,  authenticated  by  the  national 
seal,  and  countersigned  by  the  first  chief  officer  charged 
with  the  Department  of  Internal  and  Foreign  Relations,  on 
the  twenty-dixth  day  of  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the  sixteenth  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  republic. 

M.  BARRAGAN. 

JOSE  MA.  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

Washington,  April  4,  1836.  A  true  copy. 

JUAN  E.  GAMBOA, 

Secretary  of  Legation, 

Mr,  Forsyth  to  Mr,  GorosHza, 

Defabtmxkt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  April  13,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  bad  the  honor  to  receive  and  lay  before  the  President 
the  note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinai^  and  minister 
pleni|Kstentiary  of  Mexico,  dated  the  4th,  in  reply  to  the 
eemmunication  of  the  undersigned  of  the  Ist  instant. 

TIm  ondersigned  has  been  instructed  to  sUte,  in  answer, 
dmt  the  plenary  powers  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  copies  of  which 
accompanied  his  not^,  are  not  considered  sufficient  to  au- 
thorize him  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Mexican  republic  in 
ezrhanging  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  of  the  dd  of 
April,  1635.     It  is  therefore  expected  that  Mr.  Gorostiza 
will .  invite  Mr.  Castillo  to  this  city  for  that  purpose,  for 
which  he  has  been  specially  empowered.     Mr.  Gorostisa's 
poweiw,  however,  are  considered  sufficient  to  authorise  him 
to  Join  the  undersigned  in  the  explanatory  note  suggested 
in   hiB   communication  of  the  1st  instant,  and  it  will  be 
agreeehl0  for  the  undersigned  to  meet  Mr.  Goroetisa  at  the 
office  of  this  Department  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  when 
the  nceeeeary  arrangements  may  be  made. 

Perhaps  it  is  proper  for  the  undersigned  to  add,  that  if 
the  deelaimtion  were  to  be  cumulative  as  well  as  explana- 
tory, it  might  be  essential  to  promulgate  It  in  the  same 
manner  mm  the  convention  to  which  it  relates.  But,  as  the 
obfect  of  the  joint  note  is  merely  to  prevent  misconception 
»  to  the   iatemion  of  the  two  Governments  is  agreeing  to 


the  second  additional  article,  any  publication  is  unne 

ry ;  it  being  sufficient  that  the  joint  note  should  remain  in 

the  archives  of  the  two  Governments. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguiphed 
consideration. 

JOHN   F0R8YTH. 
His  Ex.  Sor.  Don  M.  E.  dr  Gouostiza,  &c. 

Mr.  Gorosttza  to  Mr.  Forsyth.         % 
[Translation.  ] 

Manuel  E.  de  Gorostiza  has  the  honor  to  present  his  re- 
spects to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  and  to  inform  him  at 
tne  said  time,  that  M.  Castillo  has  this  day  arrived  at  this 
capital,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the  ratifications  of 
the  second  additional  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  con«> 
formably  with  what  has  been  lately  agreed  on  between  Mr. 
Forsyth  and  M.  E.  de  Goioetiza. 

M.  E.  de  Gorostiza  likewise  requests  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
have  the  kindness  to  name  a  day  for  the  said  exchange,  as 
well  as  for  the  declaration  which  is  previously  to  explain 
the  true  object  and  meaning  of  the  article  in  question. 

WASHiiroToy,  April  18,  1836. 

JMr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Gorostiza, 
D«PA.BTW!iT  or  Statx,  April  18,  1836. 
Mr.  Forsyth  presents  his  complimentB  to  Mr.  Gorostiza, 
and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him,  in  answer  to  his  note 
of  this  date,  that  on  Wednesday  next,  at  two  o'clock,  he 
will  be  happy  to  see  Mr.  Gorostiza  and  Mr.  Castillo  at  the 
office  of  this  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the 
declaration  and  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  conven- 
tion for  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits. 


nXClABATTOK. 

The  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  con- 
cluded on  the  3d  of  April,  1835,  for  a  second  additional 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  being  this  day  to 
be  made  by  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  J.  M.  de  Castillo  y  Lanzas,  charg^  d'affaires 
of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  United  States,  and  Don  Man- 
uel Eduardo  de  Gtorostiza,  envoy  eztraordinaiy  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  United 
States^  having  full  power  from  his  Government  to  negotiate 
any  addition  that  might  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  into 
full  eibct  the  intention  of  the  parties,  if  ihe  terms  of  the  said 
second  additional  article  were  not  suflkiently  comprehensive 
and  explicit,  on  a  full,  official,  and  unreserved  conference 
between  the  said  Secretary  of  State  and  the  said  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiaiy,  it  has  been  found 
that  both  Governments  coincide  in  putting  the  same  con- 
struction on  the  said  second  additional  article,  giving  to  it  all 
the  force  and  effect  of  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty  of 
limits,  and  that,  therefore,  no  addition  is  necessary.  Never- 
theless, as  Ihe  said  second  additional  article  is  not  clearly 
expressed,  although  the  intention  is  not  doubtful,  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  misconception  in  giving  full  eflfoct  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  it  is  thought  expedient  that  the  said 
Secretary  of  Sute  and  the  said  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  should  declare,  and  they  do  declare 
in  behalf  of  their  respective  Governments,  that  the  stipu- 
lations in  the  said  second  additional  article,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  luie  between  the  two  countries,  is  expressly  un- 
derstood, and  is  to  be  construed,  to  impose  the  obligation 
on  Uie  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  meet  within  the 
time,  and  at  the  place,  prescribed  by  the  said  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  limits,  namely,  at  Natchitoches^  and  within 
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one  year  from  this  dale,  and  to  proceed  to  carry  into  full 
eflect  the  stipulations  of  the  said  third  article. 

In  testimony  whereof,  this  instrument  ia  executed  in 
duplicate,  and  is  mutually  delivered  prior  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  for  a  second  additional 
article  to  the  treaty  of  Umits,  duly  ratified  by  our  respective 
Governments. 

Bone  at  Wa8hingt4>n,  this  twentieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -six. 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  [l.  b.] 

*  See.  of  State  U.  S.  A, 

MA.   E.  DE  G0K08TIZA.         [l.  s] 


TOBACCO  TRADE. 

Mesaage  from  the  PrendetU  of  the  United  States^  Irant- 
milting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State^  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repreeentatives  of 
the  \9th  uHimo,  upon  the  mljeet  of  the  tobacco  trade, 
October  3,  L837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Sute,  containing  the  information  requested 
by  their  resolution  of  the  1 9th  instant,  together  with  the 
documents  by  which  the  report  was  accompanied. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Wabhinoton,  September  20,  1837. 

Dbpabtkbitt  of  Statk, 

Washington,  Sept.  29,  1837. 
7h  the  President  of  the  United  States  .- 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  1 9th  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  House 
what  measures  have  been  adopted  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  Congress  in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  countries ;  also,  such  infor- 
mation as  he  may  have  received  from  our  ministers  or  other 
agents  abroad  in  relation  to  the  same,  has  the  honor  to  re- 
port that,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress,  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  diplomatic  representatives 
of  this  country  at  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Russia,  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Bel- 
gium, directing  them  to  endeavor  to  procure  from  the  re- 
spective Governments  to  which  they  are  accredited  the  ab- 
olition or  modification  of  the  existing  duties  and  restrictions 
npon  tobacco  imported  from  the  United  States ;  and  that 
special  agents  have  been  appointed  to  collect  information 
respecting  the  importation,  the  cultivation,  the  manufiie- 
ture,  and  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the  various  states  of 
Germany,  to  which  the  United  States  have  not  accredited 
representative,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  negotiations  for 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  tobacco  trade  with 
those  countries.  A  copy  of  the  despatches  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  received  upon  this  subject, 
ia herewith  communicated. 

The  special  agents  have  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties,  but  no  report  has,  as  yet,  been  received  Irom 
cither  of  them. 

All  which  is  respectftilly  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

List  of  accompanying  papers. 

No.  1.  Mr.  Wheatoo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (extract,)  30ib 
April,  I8S7. 

No.  3.  Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr.  Foi«yth,  (copy,)  SOth 
July,  1887. 

No.  3.  Mr.  Davesae  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (extract,)  35th 
July,  1837. 


No.  4.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mx.  Forsyth,  (extract,)  29ik 
June,  1837. 

No.  5.  Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (eilrad,)  5ih 
August,  1837. 

Mr.  Wluaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth.— Extrattt. 

BKmuir,  April  ZQ,  1837. 
Sib  :  T  had  the  honor  this  day  to  receive  your  <lMi»atch 
No.  11,  under  dale  of  the  25lh  of  March. 

Your  previous  despatches  to  No.  10,  inrlusive,  hirt 
also  been  duly  received. 

With  the  despatch  No  11  were  received— 

ft.  Printed  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  duties  and  restrictions  impoanl 
by  foreign  Governments  on  American  tobacco. 

On  this  last  subject,  T  have  already  anticipated  yovr 
instructions  as  to  collecting  information  respecting  ibe  to- 
bacco trade  of  Germany,  by  correspondence  with  our  dif- 
ferent consuls,  and  by  inquiiiea  made  in  the  >>aniey«  per- 
formed by  me  through  the  different  states  associated  in  the 
commercial  union,  during'thc  summers  of  1835  and  1836. 
I  shall  continue  these  researches  with  the  sane  view,  and 
shall  l)e  ready  to  execute  your  further  instructions  on  thii 
important  subject  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  coniidefuion, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  WHEATON. 

Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr.  Fitrsyth. 

Aix  LA  CttAPZi.i.s,  Jf»/y  80,  1837. 

Sib:  My  letters  of  credence  as  envoy  to  the  King  of 
Prussia  having  reached  me  after  the  decease  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Mr.  Ancillon,  I  conU  not, 
according  to  the  etiquette  observed  at  this  Court,  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty  until  the  appointment  of  anew minii- 
ter.  The  Baron  de  Werther,  Proaeian  envoy  at  Pari*,  vta 
at  last  named  to  succeed  the  last  minister,  but  did  not  ar- 
rive at  Berlin  until  the  10th  of  June,  nor  did  be  lake  on 
himself  the  directibn  of  the  afiairs  of  the  department  ontil 
a  fortnight  after  his  arrival.  After  he  had  asBumed  the 
direction,  Mr.  de  Werther  intimated  to  me  that,  as  the 
King  was  then  occupied  with  the  preparations  for  bii 
journey  to  Joeplitz,  where  hie  Majesty  Ukes  the  baths  an- 
nually at  this  season,  it  would  be  more  oonvantent  to  re- 
ceive me  after  his  return  to  the  capital  in  August. 

Under  these  circumstancea^  and  especially  as  Mr.  de 
Werther  was  to  accompany  the  King  to  Joeplitz,  I  thought 
I  could  not  better  employ  the  interval  than  by  making  i 
journey  to  the  Prussian,  Westpbalian,  and  Rhme  prorinow 
with  a  view  to  complete  my  fornier  examinatioo  of  <heir 
commercial  raaources,  especially  vrith  respect  la  the  ques- 
tion of  the  tobacco  duties,  (to  which  my  attention  had  been 
specially  directed  by  your  last  deepatch,)  and  the  nalortl 
and  artificial  commttnications  by  which  the  autea  of  Ger- 
many associated  in  the  commercial  onion  are  connected 
with  the  North  sea,  and  channels  are  opened  for  oor  com- 
merce, in  common  with  that  of  other  nationa,  tlirovgh  ibf 
ports  of  Belgium  and  Holland,  into  the  interior  of  tbecoD- 
tinent. 

With  this  view  I  proceeded  from  Berlin,  (leaving  Mr. 
Fay  in  charge  of  the  correni  mSsAn  of  the  legation) 
through  the  province  of  Brandenburg,  which  I  bad  not 
before  explored,  croaaing  the  Blhe  at  Magdeburg,  to  Cai- 
sel,  the  capital  of  electoral  Hesae.  In  passing  through  the 
province  of  Brandentmrg,  and  a  part  of  the  province  of 
Saxony,  (diameinbered  from  royal  Saxony  in  lbl6,)  > 
found  the  native  tobacco  veiy  extenaively  cultivated.  'I'h* 
quantity  of  land  planted  with  tobacco  in  the  province  » 
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Brandenburg,  in  1827,  was  computed  at  16,968  nwrgen^ 
the  whole  produce  of  which  was  61,220  centner,-  In 
1834,  the  land  planted  with  tobacco  in  that  province  had 
increased  to  21,000  morgen.  "The  entire  production  of 
the  provinces  of  Brandenburg  and  Pomerauia  amounted, 
ten  years  ago,  to  173,045  een/ner,  being  two  thirds  of  the 
tohacco  produced  in  all  the  Prussian  dominions.  It  has 
probably  increased  very  considerably  since,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  tobacco. 

The  discriminating  duty  on  foreign  manufactured  to- 
bacco encourages  the  home  fabrication,  which  has  been 
very  considerably  increased  since  it  ceased  to  be  a  state 
monopoly,  which  was  abolished  by  the  law  of  1828. 

The  duty  on  all  foreign  tobacco  encourages  the  cultiva- 
tion of  native  tobacco  in  Prussia,  and  the  other  countries 
of  Germany  associated  with  her  in  the  commercial  union. 
But  the  native  tobacco  does  not  escape  taxation.  It  is 
fubjectad\o  an  excise  duty,  which  is  assessed  and  collected 
jter  morgen,  varying  in  the  rate  according  to  the  estimated 
qnality  of  the  land. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  commercial  union, 
there  was  no  excise   on   native   tobacco  in  Hesse  Cas- 
mI,  Bavaria,  and  Wertemberg.     For  some  time  after  the 
union,  native  tobacco,  imported  from  thoJe  states  into  others 
of  the  union,  was  subject  to  a  duty  of  two-thirds  of  a  tha- 
ler per  centner;  hut  now  the  system  is  rendered  uniform. 
The  planter  must  make  a  declaration  before  the  let  July, 
annually,  stating  the  situation  and  size  of  the  field  he  in- 
tends to  plant,  which  is  then  inspected  and  classed  accord- 
ing to  lis  fertility  and  estimated  product 
The  first  class  pays  5^  tbalers  per  morgen. 
The  second  class  pays  4  4-12  thalers  per  morgen. 
The  third  class  pays  3f  thnlers  per  morgen. 
The  fourth  class  pays  2f  thalers  per  morgen. 
I  have  already  sufficiently  explained  in  my  former  com- 
munications to  the  Department  how  the  nominal  duty  on 
foreign  raw  tobacco  of  five  and  a  half  thalers  per  centner 
is  augmented  in  effect,  so  as  to  amount  from  forty-six  to 
ntnety-«ix  per  centum  on  the  oiiginal  value,  (i.  e.  cost,) 
aceonliDg  to  the  diflerent  qualities  of  the  commodity.     On 
etenu  it  amounts  to  much  more.     I  have  also  stated  how 
the  duly  operates  unfavorably  on  North  American  tobacco, 
for  want  of  a  discrimination  between  it  and  West  Indian 
tobacco^  which  costs  four  or  five  times  more. 

The  proportion  of  North  American  tobacco  which  is 
m/aeed  in  Prussia  with  the  miserable  inland  weed  is  about 
one-fifth.  In  other  parts,  where  less  native  tobacco  is 
grown,  the  proportion  must  be  greater,  perhaps  one-fourth. 
We  have,  therefore,  certainly  reason  to  complain  of  the 
Jaty  imposed  on  our  tobacco  in  Germany. 

Upon  consulting  our  consuls,  and  other  well-informed 
peneons  engaged  in  trade,  I  find  some  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  the  utility  and  practicability  of  obtaining  a  reduction 
of  this  duty,  at  least  without  offering  some  equivalent  re- 
daction of  duties  on  German  commodities  imported  into 
the  United  Stales. 

The  majority  of  practical  men  to  whom  I  have  address- 
ed questions  on  this  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  the  first 
cost  of  North  American  tobacco  is  so  low  that  the  con- 
sujuption  would  not  be  materially  increased  by  any  reduc- 
ttoo    of  duty  to  which  the  Prussian  Government  would 
probably  consent ;  and  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  any 
«ucti    reduction  ifiust  be  very  much  enhanced  by  the  fact 
of  Uic  tariff  of  duties  for  the  commercial  union  having  un- 
dergone revision  so  recently  as  during  the  last  year.    They 
tfuppoee  that  Prussia,  having  encountered  so  much  opposi- 
tion to  securing  an  arrangement  of  the  duties  favorable  to 
tke  eoeooragement  of  her  own  domestic  industry,  would 
not    readily  yield  any  protective  duty  in  favor  of  her  own 
produce.     It  is  acknowledged  that  the  other  members  of 
ij^gi    anion  might  be  more  easily  induced  to  consent  to  a 
zeductioD  in  which  they  have  a  less  financial  interest;  but 
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inasmuch  as  the  present  tariff  was  settled  by  the  Congress 
held  last  year  at  Munich  for  the  period  of  three  years,  in- 
cluding 1837,  1838,  1839,  it  would  l)o  difficult  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  all  the  associated  states  to  disturb  that  settle- 
ment, unless  as  the  result  of  a  negotiation  stipulating  ade- 
quate equivalents.  In  Prussia  the  revenue  is  so  nicely 
adjusted  to  the  expenditure,  that  the  bare  possibility  of  loss 
on  a  reduction  in  any  branch  would  be  an  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacle  to  any  change,  especially  as  she  has 
already  been  a  very  considerable  loser  in  the  receipts  from 
the  customs,  whilst  all  the  other  states  of  the  union  have 
gained  in  the  pro  rata  distribution  of  the  nett  revenues,  the 
expenses  of  collection  being  greatly  diminished  by  the  abo- 
lition of  all  the  intermediate  custom-house  barriers. 

It  is  also  urged  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  to- 
bacco produced  in  the  United  States  is  actually  consumed 
in  the  slates  of  Germany  included  in  the  commercial  union, 
which  also  affords  great  facility  for  the  transit  trade  in  that 
article  for  the  supply  of  the  Austnan  dominions  and  other 
countries  to  the  east. 

It  is  added  that  the  duty  imposed  by  the  Prussian  tariff 
on  tobacco  is  vastly  less  than  that  imposed  on  the  same  ar- 
ticle in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Austria,  in  all  which 
countries  it  is  a  principal  object  of  revenue,  and  in  the  two 
last  a  Government  monopoly. 

These  considerations  certainly  present  serious  obstacles 
to  the  proposed  negotiation,  but  not  such  as  ought  to  in« 
dttce  us  to  abandon  the  attempt,  or  perhaps  to  despair  uf 
ultimate  success. 

HENRY  WHEATON. 

The  SfiCRBTiRT  or  State. 

JIfr.  Davezac  to  Mr,  Forsyth — Extract, 

LeOATIOX  of  the  U.  S.   A.  to  the  NETaERLANDS^ 

The  Hague,  July  26,  1887. 

SiA :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of 
June  5th  last,  together  with  the  report  of  a  select  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Represents tiveS|  in  relation  to  the  high 
foreign  duties  imposed  on  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the 
United  States.  I  will  hasten,  as  directed,  to  obtain  and  to 
transmit  to  the  Department  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject which  I  may  think  of  interest  to  the  Government  If 
I  discover,  either  in  the  tariff  or  customs  regulations  of  this 
kingdom,  any  enactment  bearing  on  our  tobacco  trade  more 
heavily  than  on  that  of  other  nations,  or  in  any  way  practi- 
cally injurious  to  our  citizens,  you  may  be  assured  that  I 
will,  without  further  instruction,  use  my  bestefforte  to  pro- 
cure their  modification. 

AUGUSTE  DAVEZAC. 

John  Fobsttu,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  L\  S,  of  America. 

No.  30. 

Mr.  Steventon  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — Extract. 

Leoatiox  or  the  United  States, 

LofidoHf  June  39,  1887. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
despatch  <*  number  SO/'  under  date  of  the  1 1th  May,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  upon  the  subject  of  our  tobacco  trade  with 
foreign  nations.  I  will  avail  myself  of  every  favorable  op- 
portunity of  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  the  President,  and 
pressing  the  subject  on  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of 
the  British  Government.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state 
that,  before  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  had  an- 
ticipated the  measures  taken  in  Congress,  and  moved  in  the 
business. 

Knowing  the  value  and  importance  of  this  trade  to  al- 
most all  classes  of  our  citizens,  I  availed  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity afforded  by  the  application  of  the  merchants  and 
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manafacturera  of  Liverpool,  and  other  large  towns  in  Eng- 
land, for  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  to  second  these  efforts, 
and  urge  upon  the  ministry  the  impolicy  of  the  existing 
system  upon  the  interests  as  well  of  Great  Britain  as  of  the 
United  States. 

As  I  was  not  authorized  to  discuss,  officially,  the  subject, 
I  contented  myself  with  such  unofficial  reprepresentaiions 
ai  I  felt  justified  in  making,  and  which  I  thought  calculated 
to  do  good.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  nothing  was 
done. 

In  several  interviews  with  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Ex- 
chequer and  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  I  found 
they  were  uuwilling  to  propose  any  change  to  Parliament, 
at  least  for  the  present  year.  Whatever  their  opinions 
were  as  to  the  beneficial  effects  that  were  likely  to  result 
from  a  reduction  of  the  present  high  duty,  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  they  were  not  willing  to  hazard  the  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  a  million,  the  first  year,  for  the  supposed  future 
benefit  which  had  been  relied  on  to  justify  the  change. 

Nothing  will  be  done  until  the  new  Parliament  assembles 
in  the  fall,  when  the  subject  will,  no  doubt,  again  be  brought 
forward  by  the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  pressed 
upon  the  Government. 

I  shall  in  the  mean  lime  not  relax  my  efforts;  and  if  I 
find  it  expedient,  I  will,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  pre- 
sent to  Lord  Palmerston  an  official  communication  on  the 
subject,  so  as  to  enable  the  ministry,  if  they  are  disposed 
to  make  any  recommendation  to  Parliament,  to  do  it  early  in 
the  session,  and,  at  the  same  time,  place  them  in  possession 
of  the  views  and  wishes  of  our  Government  on  the  subject. 

I  have  no  reason,  however,  to  flatter  myself  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  result  will  be  favorable,  at  least  for  the 
present. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

JoBX  FoRSTTH,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — Extract, 

Paris,  August  b,  1837. 

A  favorable  opportunity  presenting  itself  in  the  course  of 
our  conversation  for  introducing  the  subject  of  your  despatch 
No.  11,1  intimated  to  him  the  wishes  of  the  United  States, 
•and  expressed  a  confident  hope  (bat  the  liberal  spirit  of  his 
Majesty's  Oovemment,  and  a  sense  of  the  mutual  interests 
of  the^  United  States  and  France,  would  lead  to  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  system  under  which  tobacco  was  admitted 
into  this  country.  While  he  did  not  defend  the  K^gie  on 
the  score  of  sdvantage,  and  admitted  expressly  that  he  was 
per^nally  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  commerce,  he  did  not 
give  me  reason  to  think  that  any  modification  of  the  French 
system  was  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON. 


SOUTH  SEA  EXPLORING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the 
information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Eepresmtativesofthe  4th  instant^  in  relation  to  the  de- 
tention of  the  sailing  of  the  exploring  squadron^  ^e, 
October  13,  1837.     Read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Natt  Dkpartmext,  October  12,  1837. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtivcs  of  the  4ih  instant,  directing  this  Department  to 
communicate  the*"  Aiuse  of  the  detention,  in  the  sailing  of 
the  exploring  squadron,  together  with  the  correspondence 
between  this  Department  and  the  commander  and  other 
officers  or  persons  who  are  now  or  have  been  at  any  time 
attached  to  that  service ;  and,  also,  to  report  what  amount 


of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  thai  purpose  has 
been  expended,  and  whether  an  additional  «um  will  not  be 
required,  in  a  short  period,  to  carry  on  the  expedition,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  cause  of  the  detention  of 
the  sailing  of  the  South  Sea  exploring  squadron  will  ap- 
pear by  the  measures  which  have  necessarily  been  adopted 
for  fitting  out  the  squadron,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  of  the  5ih  of  Septeml>er,  1836, 
and  the  correspondence  therein  referred  to,  and  the  letter 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  9th  instant ;  copies  of  which 
are  lierrunto  annexed. 

In  my  annual  report  of  the  Sd  of  December  last,  I  stated 
the  measures  that  had  been  then  adopted  for  fitting  out  the 
squadron,  and  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  seamen  for  this 
service,  when  it  was  necessary  to  recruit  seamen  for  the 
Pacific,  the  Brazilian,  and  West  India  stations. 

On  the  6th  of  February  last,  I  made  a  report  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  tbTe  informa- 
tion required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  3d  of  that  month,  in  relation  to  the  progress 
which  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  exploring  expe- 
dition authorized  by  Congress.  This  report  was  submitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is  among  their  print- 
ed documenta  of  the  last  session.  No.  138.  Commander 
Tattnall,  on  his  return  from  a  cruise  to  the  coast  of  Mexi- 
co, in  Uie  Pioneer,  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  exploring  squad- 
ron, reported  so  unfavoral>Iy  of  her  sailing,  that  it  was 
deemed  proper  to  examine  into  her  condition,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  bark  Consort  and  schooner  Pilot;  which  three 
vessels  had  been  built  expressly  for  this  expedition,  and 
the  two  latter  of  which  had  been  considered  as  inferior  ta 
the  former  in  point  of  sailing. 

Commodore  Jones  wss  instructed  to  make  an  experi- 
mental cruise  with  these  three  vessels,  which  he  did  ;  and 
on  his  return,  reported  favorably  of  their  sailing,  but  re- 
commended that  they  should  be  put  into  dry  dock  for  the 
purpose  of  examination,  and  for  such  alterations  as  a  board 
of  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  should  Tecommend. 
Several  alterations  were  recommended,  and  adopted  with- 
out unnece»sary  delay. 

Notwithstanding  the  alterations  made  in  the  schooner 
Pilot,  there  was  a  want  of  confidenc«  in  her  sailing ;  and  aa 
Commodore  Jones  was  desirous  of  having  a  swifi-suling 
schooner  for  this  service,  he  was  authorized  to  purchase 
such  a  one,  should  he  deem  it  expedient,  to  be  substituted 
for  the  Pilot.  He  purdiased  such  a  schooner,  which  he 
thinks  well  calculated  for  the  service,  and  which  is  now  in 
New  York,  undergoing  some  necessary  alterations,  which 
can  soon  be  completed. 

On  the  1st  of  August  last.  Commodore  Jones  requested 
that  the  cooking-galleys,  made  upon  a  new  plan,  for  burn- 
ing anthracite  coal,  with  which  his  vessels  had  been  fat' 
nisbed,  might  be  replaced  by  others,  such  as  had  heniotor^ 
l>een  used  in  the  navy.  The  new  galleys  have  been  con- 
structed with  all  possible  despatch  at  the  navy  ^ard  at  this 
place :  the  last  of  which  was  sent  to  Norfolk  on  the  6th  in- 
stant, so  that  it  is  probable  they  could  all  be  on  board  the 
proper  vessels  by  the  8ih;  on  which  day  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Commodore  Jones  to  sail  with  bis  squadnia  for 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  his  stores,  re- 
ceiving the  scientific  corps  of  the  expedition,  with  their  in- 
struments and  books,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  mrans 
for  healing  the  vessels  when  in  cold  latitudes:  all  which, 
it  is  believed,  can  be  arcomplicsbed  in  about  three  weeksw 
When  the  board  of  officers  (Commodores  Chauncry, 
Morris,  Warrington,  Patterson,  and  Wadsworth)  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  barks  Pio- 
neer and  Consort  and  the  schooner  Pilot,  and  their  fitoesa 
for  service  in  the  surveying  and  explormg  expedition, 
they  were  also  instructed  to  inquire  whether  this  rxpeJiliotn 
might  not  be  reduced  in  ita  amount  of  vessels  and  men  viih 
advantage  to  tha^ountry,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  hxc* 
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etm  of  the  expe<]UioD.  A  cop^r  of  the  letter  of  instractions 
to  the  cominissionera,  and  their  report  of  the  1 3th  of  July, 
1937,  are  hereunto  annexed. 

In  addition  to  iho  sum  of  $150,000,  appropriated  by  the 
law  aathorizin«;  the  expedition,  the  further  sum  of  $150,000, 
tranaferred  from  other  appropriations,  by  authority  of  the 
same  law,  to  fitting  out  this  expedition,  the  sum  of 
$346,431  was  embraced  in  the  estimates  for  the  year  1837, 
to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  expedition  for  one 
year.  From  the  special  appropriation  and  transfer  above 
stated,  amounting  to  $300,000,  there  has  been  paid  the 
expense  of  buiMing  and  equipping  the  Pioneer,  Consort, 
and  Pilot,  and  the  completion  of  the  store-ship  Relief,  for 
this  service,  as  also  the  cost  of  the  schooner  Active,  pur- 
chased by  Commodore  Jones  as  n  substitute  for  the  Pilot, 
and  the  instruments  and  books  which  have  been  already 
collected.  About  $25,000  from  the  special  appropriation 
was  paid  for  provisions,  and  aliout  $24,000  has  been  paid 
or  allotted  for  the  purchase  of  other  articles  wanted  for  the 
expedition.  The  remainder  of  the  provisions  and  the  or- 
dinary supplies  of  sea-stores,  pay,  and  other  expenses,  have 
been  taken  from  the  general  api>ropriations  for  the  navy. 
The  estimates  for  this  special  service  having  been  incorpo- 
ated  into  the  general  appropriations  for  the  navy,  no  special 
returns  have  been  received  of  the  current  expenses  under 
the  heads  embraced  in  the  appropriation.  It  is  presumed 
that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  amount  estimated  for  the  year 
ku  been  expended  since  its  commencement  I'his  propor- 
tion would  give,  up  to  the  Ist  instant,  $259,824  25, 
which,  added  to  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  to 
this  date,  $293,342  SO,  gives  a  total  of  $653,166  65,  as 
the  expense  of  the  expedition  to  the  present  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  latest  returns  received. 

No  farther  appropriations  will  be  wanted  for  the  present 
year  for  the  expedition.  But  appropriations  to  the  amount 
of  $346,431  a  year  will  be  wanted  for  the  expedition  while 
it  will  be  absent  from  the  United  Slates;  and  it  is  expected 
to  lie  absent  three  years. 

A  statement  of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  for  the  expedition,  made  by  the  Fourth 
Aaditor,  amounting,  on  the  9th  instant,  to  $278,342  80, 
to  which  is  to  be  added  $15,000  since  drawn,  making  the 
total  of  $203,342  30,  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  complement  of  officers  for  the  expedition  is  not  yet 
complete.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  it  will  be  before 
the  vessels  can  be  fully  prepared.  There  has  been  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  officers  wanted,  as  will  appear  by  the  list  of  those  order- 
ed, and  those  on  duty ;  which  list  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  correspondence  called  fur  is  so  voluminous  that  it 
ccnild  not,  with  the  present  number  of  clerks  in  this  De- 
partment, be  copied  during  this  session  of  Congress,  with- 
out impeding  the  indis(iensable  daily  business  now  depend- 
ing^ ;  but  the  originals  win  lie  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
eentatives,  if  required,  or  will  be  copied  if  sufficient  time 
be  etven. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant,  MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

To  the  Hon.  Jamf.s  K.  Pulk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Navx  Commissiokkrs'  OrricE, 

September  5,  1836. 

Si  r  :  The  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  have  the  hon- 
or to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst. 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones  to  you  of 
the  29th  ultimo. 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  requires  <<  that 
no  epectdcations  and  statements  be  required  of  Captain 
Jones  other  than  such  as  commander  of  the  squadron  he 
ouffHt  to  give,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  that  the 


building  department  perform  the  duties  properly  belonging 
to  it,  and  upon  its  own  responsibility,"  as  well  as  to  that 
part  of  Captain  Jones's  letter  which  refers  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  commissioners  upon  him,  the  board  beg 
leave,  respectfully,  to  offer  the  following  remarks : 

The  official  information  which  the  board  possess  re- 
specting the  objects  of  the  exploring  expedition,  Che  vessels 
which  are  to  be  employed  upon  it,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  to  be  prepared,  is  comprised  in  the  act  of 
Congress  which  authorized  the  expedition :  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  6th  July  last,  directing 
the  frigate  Macedonian  to  be  finished  and  fitted  for  sea 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  to  furnish  and  fit  her  with 
a  view  for  employment  on  the  South  Sea  exploring  expedi- 
tion ;  a  letter  of  the  7th  July,  1836,  directing  that  there  be 
built,  or  finished,  if  already  begun,  zrfd  fitted  for  sea,  two 
brigs,  ono  schooner,  and  one  store-ship,  for  the  South  Sea 
exploring  expedition:  a  letter  of  the  10th  July,  informing 
the  board  that  the  above  vessels  were  to  be  built  and  fin- 
ished under  the  appropriation  for  the  exploring  expedition  : 
another  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  20th 
July,  directing  an  alteration  in  the  interior  arrangements 
of  the  Macedonian,  by  fitting  her  with  a  poop,  &c.,  dis- 
pensing with  a  portion  of  her  armament,  and  diminishing 
the  dimensions  of  the  masts,  yards,  suits,  rigging,  &,c.,  if 
convenient ;  this  letter  olso  furnished  the  dimensions,  rig, 
and  armaments  of  tho  three  vessels  which  had  been  directed 
to  be  built  by  letter  of  7th  July,  and  stated  that  they  were 
not  to  be  fitted  as  vessels  of  war :  one  other  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  25th  July,  referring  to  the 
previous  letters,  and  informing  the  board  that  these  letters 
contained  some  of  the  views  of  Captain  Jones,  who  was  to 
command  the  expedition,  and  stating  that  <*it  will  be 
proper  on  all  occasions  connected  with  this  special  service, 
when  not  inconsistent  with  the  general  regulations,  for  the 
Commissioners  of  tho  Navy  to  accede  to  the  suggestions  of 
Captain  Jones." 

With  this  information,  and  under  these  instructions,  the 
action  of  the  board  has  been  as  follows:  On  the  6th  July 
the  board  directed  Commodore  Warrington  to  complete  the 
Macedonian  with  all  practicable  despatch,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  copy  enclosed,  marked  A.  On  the  11th  July,  they 
wrote  letters  of  inquiry  to  the  commandants  of  the  yards  at 
Boston  and  New  York,  in  relation  to  their  ability  to  build 
the  brigs  and  schooner,  as  by  letter,  copy  marked  B. 
When  at  the  Norfolk  yard,  about  the  middle  of  July,  the 
board  verbally  reiterated  this  order  to  hasten  the  completion 
of  the  Macedonian ;  and,  to  expedite  it,  gave  the  order  of  14th 
July  to  prepare  plank  in  Washington,  of  which  the  copy  is 
marked  C .  The  chief  naval  constructor  was  verbally  direct- 
ed to  prepare  draughts  and  building  instructions  for  the  ves- 
sels to  be  built,  and  for  the  internal  arrangements  of  them 
and  the  store-ship,  and  the  masts  and  spars  of  the  different 
vessels,  to  conform  to  tho  wishes  of  Captain  Jones,  who 
was  verbally  requested  by  the  board  to  give  his  views  to 
the  constructor;  and  on  the  21st  July,  tho  commandants  at 
Boston  and  New  York  were  directed  to  make  preparations 
for  building.  On  the  26lh  July,  the  letters  were  written 
by  the  board,  of  which  the  original  of  copy  D  was  sent 
to  Commodore  Warrington;  of  copy  E  to  Commodore 
Downes;  of  F  to  Commodore  Barron;  G  to  Commo- 
dore Ridgely ;  and  H  to  Captain  Jones.  On  the  5th  Au- 
gust, a  letter  was  written  to  Commodore  Downes,  of  which 
copy  T  is  annexed ;  and  on  the  14th  August  to  Commodore  » 
Uidgely,  as  per  copy  K. 

On  the  18th  August  a  letter  was  received  from  Captain 
Jones,  of  which  the  copy  is  marked  L ;  and,  upon  this  let- 
ter, instructions  were  given  lo  exclude  cotton  canvass  en- 
tirely from  the  sails  and  equipment  of  the  vessels;  and  a 
copy  of  the  description  of  the  boats  furnished  by  Captain 
Jones  was  sent  to  Commodore  Warrington,  with  instruc- 
tions to  conform  to  them.  As  the  terms  of  Captain  Jones's 
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lottor  were  very  gCDeral,  in  relation  to  both  quantitiea  and 
qualities  of  the  articles  which  be  wished  provided,  and  as 
several  ot  these  were  not  such  as  are  usually  furnished  to 
our  vessels  of  war,  the  board,  from  a  sincere  desire  that 
every  thing  should  be  provided  and  prepared  to  his  entire 
satii^artioD,  wrote  him,  on  tho  20th  August,  the  letter 
marked  M,  suggesting  a  course  which  to  them  seemed  best 
calculated  to  effect  that  object.  This  letter  seems  to  be 
that  tp  which  he  more  specially  refers  in  his  letter  to  you 
of  the  29tb  ultimo.  On  the  receipt  of  Captain  Jones's  let- 
ter of  tho  22d  August,  copy  marked  N,  orders  were  im- 
mediately issued  to  arm  the  vessels  accordingly.  Having 
received  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy 
yard  at  New  York,  of  which  O  is  a  copy,  Captain  Jonej 
was  furnished  with  a  copy  and  requested  to  give  the  in- 
formation asked ;  which  produced  a  reply,  dated  29th 
August,  of  which  a  copy  is  marked  P.  The  exhibit  re- 
ferred to  in  the  postscript,  which  related  to  the  number  of 
men,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  tho  Navy  for  bis 
sanction,  before  giving  further  orders  upon  tho  subject; 
the  Secretary's  decision  was  received  on  the  3d  instant, 
with  other  information.  The  other,  relating  to  the  sails 
of  the  schooner,  was  transmitted,  with  orders  to  furnish 
them.  On  tho  30th  ultimo,  letters  were  wtitten  to  the 
different  officers  where  the  vessels  for  this  expedition  are 
building,  of  which  copies  are  marked  Q.  On  the  3 1st  ul- 
timo a  letter,  copy,  marked  R,  was  received  from  Captain 
Jones,  consenting  to  receive  certain  articles,  which  had 
been  made  from  cotton  canvass  before  the  orders  for  flax 
canvass  had  been  received ;  and  another  letter  of  the  same 
date,  8,  proposing  to  change  the  rig  of  the  vessels  first  or- 
dered as  brigs,  with  which  proposal  the  board  concurred, 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  2fith  July, 
and  gave  the  necessary  orders  accordingly. 

With  this  statement,  the  board  resf>cctfully  submit  to 
your  decision,  and  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  should  it  be  necessary,  whether  *•  their -rcquiremenu" 
upon  Captain  Jones,  <*  under  existing  circumstances, 
emanate  from  a  laudable  zeal  to  promote  the  public  ser- 
vice, or  any  otlier  consideration ;"  and  whctter,  uuder  the 
instructions  of  the  S5tb  July,  and  the  ignorance  of  tlie 
board  as  to  tl^  particular  objects  proposed  by  the  expedi- 
tion, and  the  mode  of  attaining  them,  they  could  have 
adopted  measures  belter  calculated  to  secure  the  equipment 
of  the  vessels  in  conformity  with  Uio  wishes  of  Captain 
Jones,  as  directed  by  your  letter  of  26tiKJuIy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  JOHN  RODGEKS. 

To  the  Hon.  Maulon  DiCKsnsox, 

Secretary  of  the  Nat>y, 

A. 
Navi  Commission£rs*  Okfice,  July  6,  1836. 
Si»;  You  will  proceed  to  complete  the  frigata  Mace- 
donian, and  equip  her  for  sea  with  all  pt acticable  despatch. 
She  is  intended  to  form  one  of  the  vessels  for  the  exploring 
expedition,  and  as  additional  security  in  case  she  should 
get  aground,  you  will  caui^  the  spaces  in  her  frame  to  bo 
filled  up  from  the  keel  to  the  undernido  of  the  berth-deck 
beams,  and  caulked,  "so  aa  to  make  that  part  of  the  frame 
water-light,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  removing  any 
of  the  planking  already  upon  her  bottom. 

The  board  expect  to  visit  the  yard  under  your  com- 
^  mai^d  on  Saturday  next. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JOHN  RODGEfiS. 

Com.  Lkwis  Wabbikgtox, 

Commatidinff  Naval  Officer,  Norfolk,  Va. 

B. 

Navt  CoMMiRSioNKRs'  Offick,  July  II,  1836. 
Sir:  Please  inform  the  board  as  early  as  practicable, 
whether  a  brig  and  schooner,  or  cither,  and  which  can  be 


built  from  the  promiacuous  live-oak  timber,  or  from  any 
moulded  timber  smaller  than  sloops,  in  the  yard  under 
your  command,  and  to  what  appropriation  such  timber  be- 
longs ;  and  whether  such  frame  timber  can  be  purchased 
from  and  delivered  immedialely  by  indtvidaals^  and  at 
what  price,  if  it  should  be  wanted. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  John  Dow  vis,  Boston. 

Com.  Chablss  G.  Riboslt,  New  York, 

C. 

Navt  Commissioivxbb'  Orricx, 
Norfolk,  July  14,  1836. 

Sir  :  Tho  Macedonian,  building  at  this  yard,  requires 
the  following  thicknesses,  of  yellow-pine  plank  for  her 
decks,  viz :  2  inches,  3^  inches,  4^  inches,  5  inches,  and 
6  inches ;  and  they  have  not  the  stuff  at  this  yard  out  of 
which  to  saw  it. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  sawing  of  this  plsok 
commenced  immediately,  taking  the  stocks  from  any  oit 
hand  the  most  convenient,  using,  in  addition  to  the  engine, 
hand-sawyers,  if  it  will  accelerate  the  work,  and  sending 
the  sawed  plank  to  this  yard  as  fast  as  opportonities  shsU 
offer.  The  quantities  of  each  size  we  shall  give  you  on 
our  return  to  Washington.  Tho  stocks  are  to  be  repaid, 
and  tho  whole  labor  of  sawing  them  is  to  be  paid  out  of  tho 
appropriation  for  building  tho  Macedonian. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  D.  T.  Pattebsok, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Washington, 

D. 
Navt  Comnissiuiters'  Office,  July  26,  1836. 
Sir:  The  Macedonian  having  been  selected  for  one  of 
the  vessels  to  be  employed  on  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition,  it  has  liee n  determined  to  alter  the  original  plan 
for  the  interior  arrangement  of  that  ship,  so  far  as  the  sub- 
stitutioii  of  a  poop  cabin  for  tho  commander,  in  lieu  of  bis 
usual  accommodations  on  the  gun-deck,  which  latter  space 
will  be  fitted  with  stale-rooms,  three  of  a  aide,  for  fhe 
accommodation  of  the  principals  of  the  scacnliiic  depart- 
ment, to  be  capacious  and  so  constructed  aa  to  admit  both 
air  and  light  freely  when  in  low  latitudes,  and  at  the  same 
time  susceptible  of  being  converted  into  close  and  warm 
rooms  when  in  colder  regions.  I'he  two  after  and  one  of 
I  the  forward  guns,  on  each  aide,  both  of  the  gon  and  spar 
decks,  may  be  dispensed  with ;  and  if  the  masts,  yai^ 
"«il^  riggings,  ^.  are  not  yet  made  or  prepared,  some 
reduction  in  their  dimensions  might  be  desirable,  though 
not  indispensably  necessary,  but  no  change  to  be  made  if 
they  have  been  completed  or  much  advanced. 

'Captain  T.  Ap  C  Jones  has  been  designated  to  com- 
mand on  this  service;  and  if  he  should  visit  the  yard 
under  your  command  whilat  this  vessel  is  buikliDg  or 
equipping,  and  express  his  wishes  for  any  spedal  ar- 
rangements or  modification  of  the  equipments,  boats,  pr 
other  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work 
already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  the  vessels  may  be  fitted  and 
supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

Respectfully,  &c.  JOHN  ROGER£». 

Com.  L.  WARRi]feTo:f, 

Norfolk,  Virginia, 

E. 
Natt  Commissioner's  Office,  July  26,  1636. 
Sir  :  The  chief  naval  constructor  will  bo  soon  directed 
to  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  and  pre- 
paitng  the  moulds  for  two  brigs  intended  for  the  survey  ins 
and  exploring  expedition,  both  of  which  are  to  be  bnih 
and  equipped  at  the  yard  un'Jer  your  command  with  the 
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least  practicable  delay,  and  you  will  employ  as  many  men 
upon  them  as  can  work  to  advantage,  in  preference  to 
working  on  any  other  vessels.  He  will  carry  with  him  and 
leave  with  you  the  necessary  building  instructions  and  other 
directions  respecting  their  arrangement  and  equipment. 

Captain  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to  coin- 
nand  on  this  service,  and  if  ho  should  visit  the  yard  under 
your  comro.ind  whilst  the  vessels  are  building  and  equip- 
ping, and  express  his  wishes  for  any  special  arrangements 
or  modification  of  tho  equipments,  boats,  or  other  alores, 
that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work  already  com- 
pleted, you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it  is  the  wish  of 
tho  board  that  the  vessels  may  be  fitted  and  supplied  as 
nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  expenses  are  to  be  charged  to  the  <*  exploring  expe- 
dition," and  requiititions  made  accordingly;  an  accurate 
account  must  be  kept  pf  all  articles  borrowed  from  other 
appropriations,  and  a  return  made  as  soon  as  completed, 
besides  the  quarterly  returns  required  by  the  existing  regu- 
lations.  Respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  R0DGER8. 

Com.  JOHBT  DoWNfcS, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Boston, 

¥. 
Navx  Commissioners'  OfFicK,  July  26,  1836. 
Sm :  Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to 
command  tlie  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  and  if 
he  should  visit  the  yard  under  your  command  whilst  the 
store  ship  is  building  or  equipping,  and  express  his  wishes 
for  any  apectal  arrangement  or  modification  of  the  equip- 
ment, boats,  or  other  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alter- 
ation of  work  already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  sug- 
gestions ;  as  it  is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  the  vessels 
may  be  fitted  and  supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as 
circumstances  will  permit.         Reapectfully,  6cc, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
Com*  J  AMIS  Ba&rok, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Philadelphia. 

G. 
Natt  CoxxissioyKRs'  Orncs,  July  26,  1836. 

bin  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  draught  and  building 
instructions  for  a  schooner  intended  for  the  surveying  and 
exploriDg  expedition,  which  you  will  have  built  and  equip- 
ped at  Ibe  vard  under  your  coninmnd  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to  command 
OD  this  service,  and  if  he  should  visit  the  yard  under  your 
command  whilst  the  schooner  is  building  or  equipping*  and 
express  his  wishes  for  any  special  arrangements,  boats  or 
oeber  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work 
already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  all  tho  vessels  may  be  fitted 
out  and  supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satisfiiction  as  circum* 
stances  will  permit. 

Vht  expenses  are  to  be  charged  to  **  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expedition,"  and  requisitions  made  accordingly  ; 
an  accurato  account  muKt  be  kept  of  all  articles  borrowed 
from  other  appropriations,  and  a  return  made  as  soon  as 
completed,  besides  the  quarterly  returns  required  by  the 
existing  orders.  Respectfully,  &e. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  Cbas.  G.  Riboxlt, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  New  York, 

H. 
Natt  Commissioxehs'  Ofpice,  July  26,  1836. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  soggcste^J  to  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  the  propriety  of  acceding 
to  your  wishes  on  all  occasions  connected  with  the  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition,  which  you  have  hocn  se- 


lected to  command,  when  not  inconsistent  with  the  general 
regulations.  They  have  to  request  that  yon  will  inform 
them,  as  early  as  practicable,  of  any  special  arrangements 
which  you  may  wish  in  the  construction,  internal  arrange- 
ments, armaments,  and  equipm.ent  of  the  veasels,  or  in 
their  stores,  which  are  to  be  enrtpiqyed  on  that  service,  that 
instructions  may  be  given  in  time  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  changes  hereafter. 

Should  you  visit  the  navy  yards,  the  commandants  will 
1)0  directed  to  attend  to  your  direct  suggestions  respq^itig 
these  vessels,  when  they  will  not  require  altorations  of 
what  has  been  already  done.         Respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  R0UGER9. 

Capt.  T.  Ar  C.  Jowks, 

United  States  Navy,  Washington, 

I. 
Navt  CoMXissioaiEus'  Office,  August  6,  1836. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tb%2d  instant,  the  com- 
missioners have  to  inform  you  that  they  are  of  opinion  the 
two  exploring  brigs  had  better  have  tanks.  You  are,  how- 
ever, referred  to  Captain  Jones  upon  the  subject ;  also,  as 
to  the  quantity  of  water  he  will  require  for  each.  In  case 
of  tanks  being  decided  on,  you  will  call  on  the  navy  agent 
to  have  them  made  on  tho  best  terms  in  his  power,  taking 
care  to  have  them  ready  in  time,  so  as  to  prevent  any  delay 
on  their  account.  Respectfully,  Ac, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  JoMH  DoWJfXB, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Boston. 
K. 
Natt  Comxissioxers'  Office,  August  11,  1836. 
8i  a :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  armament,  dec,  of  the  schooner  boiling  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  the  commissioners  have   to  refer  you  to 
Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Joner,  who  is  now,  or  shortly  will  be, -in 
New  York,  and  will  give  you  every  necessary  information 
upon  the  subject.   The  board  prefer  tanks  and  chain  cables, 
and  if,  after  consultation  with  Captain  Jonen,  they  should  be 
decided   on,  you   will  call   on   tho  navy  agent  to  procure 
them  on  the  best  terms  in  his  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.         JOHN  RODGERS. 
Com.  Chas.  G.  Ridoxlt, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  New  York. 

h. 
Philadklphia,  August  1<'>,*1836. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  July  reached  me  ou  the  Sd 
Instant,  as  I  passed  through  Washington  on  my  way  to 
Philadelphia,  New  York>  and  Boston*  on  business  connect- 
ed with  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition. 
The  instructions  whioh  the^commissiouers  have  already 
given  in  relation  to  the  vessels  now  constructing  and  pre- 
paring for  the  aforesaid  voyage,  appear  to  me  to  embrace 
all  that  is  material  in  the  present  stoge  of  building,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  the  work  i^  progressing  at  the  several 
yards  which  I  have  visited  with  spirit  and  expedition. 

With  regard  to  outfit  and  supplies  of  every  kind,  it  is 
very  dpsirablo  that  they  should  be  of  the  very  best  in  every 
department,  and  especially  the  ground -teckle  for  each  ves- 
sel which  ought  to  have  at  least  one  extra  anchor  and  cable, 
and  an  additional  supply  of  k edges  and  hawsers,  and  a 
large  stock  of  the  best  grass-rope  warps,  to  bo  used  with 
floating  anchors. 

It  is  desirable  that  cotton  canvass  should  be  excluded  en- 
tireiy  from  every  department  in  this  expedition.  The  dan- 
ger of  spontaneous  combustion  is  too  great  even  to  justify 
its  safe  use  for  hammocks  and  bags  in  very  high  latitudes 
or  other  situations,  when  it  must  oAen  happen,  with  every 
care  and  attention,  hammocks,  bags,  and  the  men's  cloth- 
ing cannot  be  kept  dry  nor  freely  aired. 

The   provisions,  of  course,  will  Iw  of  the  l»ost  quality, 
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and  put  up  in  the  beet  manner  for  long  keeping,  eepeciaUy 
that  which  is  put  on  board  the  store-ship.  Bread  and 
other  dry  provisions  might  be  kiln-dried,  and  ought  to  be 
packed  in  tight  casks  or  cases ;  a  portion  of  the  provisions 
might  consist  of  concentrated  soup,  of  preserved  fresh 
meats — say  one-cighlh  or  one-twelfth  part  of  the  whole ; 
the  spirits  and  vinegar  ought  to  be  of  the  highest  proof  and 
best  quality,  with  a  view  to  economy  in  spac^. 

The  galley  invented  by  Commodore  Baron  is,  I  think,  the 
best  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  desire  that  each  vessel  may  be 
Buppiied  with  one  of  that  kind. 

The  usual  supply  of  ready-made  sails  will  be  sufficient, 
but  canvass,  twine,  &c.  for  an  extra  suit,  comprising 
courses,  topsails,  topgallant-sails,  and  storm-sails^  will  be 
required  for  each  vessel ;  two  extra  boats  are  required  for 
the  store  ship,  and  I  should  wish  the  stern  and  quarter 
boats  of  the  Macedonian  to  be  constructed  differently  from 
those  usually  carriedJiy  our  frigates ;  also,  a  supply  of  boat- 
builder's  lumber,  and  other  materials  for  building  boats  will 
be  required. 

A  portion  of  the  slop-clothing,  too,  ought  to  be  of  better 
quality  than  that  which  is  in  general  use  in  the  nnvy ;  some- 
thing more  impervious  to  weUer,  more  durable,  and  of 
course  warmer,  will  be  necessary  while  exploring  in  high 
latitudes ;  water-proof  boots  and  caps  or  hats  ought  also  to 
be  added  to  the  list,  with  some  articles  of  gum-elastic  fabri- 
cation, such  as  boat-bags,  life-preservers,  tent-covers,  &c. 
Respectfully,  6cc. 

THOS.  AP  C.  JONES, 
Commander  of  the  South  Sea  Expedition, 

Cum.  John  Rodgkrs. 

M. 

Nati  Commissioners'  Office,  Aug,  20,  1836. 

Silt :  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  is  received.  The 
board  having  been  instructed  to  conform  to  your  wishes  in 
*  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  for  the  surveying  and  explo- 
ring expedition,  as  far  as  consistent  with  the  general  regula- 
tions, and  being  desirous  of  carrying  these  ^instructions  into 
effect  in  the  fullest  manner,  they  request  .ihat,  in  commu- 
nicating your  wishes,  you  would  be  more  definite  than  in 
the  letter  of  13th  insUnt. 

The  board  would  suggest,  as  the  course  least  liable  to 
'  mi8ap|>rehension,  that  you  should  furnish  distinct  requisi- 
tions, under  the  proper  heads,  for  all  the  articles  you  may 
.  wish,  and  the  places  where  you  may  wish  them  collected, 
and  particular  descriptions  of  such  as  vary  from  those  com- 
monly used  in  the  navy,  that  the  whole  mny  be  forwarded 
to  the  respective  commandants,  and  prepared  in  due  sea- 
son. 

As  Commodore  Barron,  w*ho  is  the  patentee,  may  not  bo 
able  to  furnish  galleys  of  his  make  for  all  the  vessels  by  the 
time  they  would  be  required,  the  board  would  suggest  that 
you  inform  them  for  which  you  would  prefer  them  first,  in 
eve  all  cannot  be  made. 

Commodore  Warrington  will  be  instructed  to  have  the 
boats  of  the  Macedonian  made  of  such  dimensions  and 
conformably  to  such  description  as  you  may  furnish  him 
with.  Respectfully,  &c. 

I.  CHAUNCEY. 

Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  Washington. 

N. 
Washington,  August  22,  1836. 
Required   for  arming  the  schooner,  two  brigs,  and  the 
store-ship,  building  for  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  explo- 
ring expedition,  the  following  described  ordnance,  viz: 
Six  12'pound  gunnndes  for  each  brig  building  at  Boston, 
Six        do  do        for  the  ship  at  Philadelphia, 

Four  9  do  do        for  the  schooner  at  New  York. 

All  of  tho  aforesaid  ffuns  to  be  mounted  on  truck-travel- 


ling carriages,  and  to  be  furnished  with  the  usual  appurte- 
nances i  powder,  ball,  grape  and  canister  shot  and  wads. 
Respectfully,  &c. 
THOS.  AP  CATESBY  JOPTES, 

Commander  of  the  Expedition. 
To  the  Pbksioent  of  the 

Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 

O. 
Navt  Yard,  New  York,  August  24,  1836. 

Gentlsmen  :  Your  communication  of  the  22d  insUnt 
has  been  received,  in  which  you  direct  that  cotton  canvass 
shall  not  be  used  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  vessel 
now  in  progress  of  construction  at  this  yard.  In  reply, 
permit  me  to  stale  that  no  definite  instructions  have  been 
received,  either  from  tlie  Navy  Board  or  from  Captain  T. 
A.  C.  Jones,  as  to  the  dimensions  of  spars,  the  rig  or 
ground  tackle,  the  cut  and  quantity  of  sails,  the  contem- 
plated number  of  her  crew,  the  arrangement  of  accommo- 
dations, se^-stores,  ^.  These  instructions  are  necesbary, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  vessel  which  will 
be  ready  for  launching  by  the  35lh  of  next  month,  (Sep- 
tember.) Respectfully,  &c. 

M.  C.  PERRY,  Commanding  officer. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 

P. 
NiAR  Prosfxgt  Hill,  Virsikia,  Ju^.  39,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor 
letter  of  the  36th  instant,  covering  tlie  copy  of  one  from 
Master  Commandant  M.  C.  Perry,  bearing  date  the  24th 
August. 

I  am  sorry  to  discover  by  Master  Commandant  Perry's 
letter,  a  want  of  can<lor  in  his  communication  to  Che  Navy 
Board.  Had  Captain  Perry  have  felt,  or  in  any  way  man- 
ifested a  tithe  of  the  zeal  displayed  by  the  officers  of  ths 
Philadelphia  and  Charleston  navy  yards  for  the  soeces^  of 
the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  or  had  he  aecoided  to 
me  the  ordinary  civilities  which  I  have  been  aocostomed  to 
receive  on  all  former  occasions,  at  the  New  York  and  all 
other  navy  yards  which  I  have  ever  visited  on  duty,  he 
would  have  known  that  Mr.  Hart,  the  naval  constructor  of 
New  York  navy  yard,  presented  to  me,  on  the  ISth  day  of 
August,  in  said  yard,*  the  draught  of  a  schooner's  masts, 
yards,  and  principal  saiis,  which  he  said  weie  intended  fn 
a  schooner  of  about  1 20  tons,  (the  only  ▼esse!  building  at 
that  yard  for  the  exploring  expedition,)  which  draught,  after 
examination  and  consultation  with  Mr.  Hart,  and  in  the 
presence  of  Lieutenant  Hudson,  of  the  navy,  was  adopted 
by  me,  after  suggesting  several  alterations,  such  as  short- 
ening the  topsail  and  topgallant  yards,  reducing  the  botst 
of  the  topsail,  raking  the  masts,  and  stowing  the  bowsprit 
more ;  substituting  a  lug  for  a  boora-foresail,  ftc,  which 
modified  draught  I  requested  Mr.  Hart  to  adopt,  nnless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  Navy  Commissioners.  Master 
Commandant  Perry  ought  also  to  have  known  that  Commo- 
dore Ridgely,  in  my  presence,  ordered  the  master-masUna- 
ker  to  break  the  workmen  off  from  the  Ohio's  vgux^  and  td 
go  immediately  to  work  on  the  exploring  achooDers;  and, 
finally,  on  taking  leave  of  Commodore  Ridgely,  with  whom 
I  had  freely  conferred  in  relation  to  the  vessel  building  under 
his  immediate  command,  and  who  1  found  well  dispo^d  to 
further  all  my  wishes  as  well  as  the  wishes  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ I  expressed  my  hope  and  desire  that  he  would  exer- 
cise his  own  judgment  in  all  things  not  specially  ordered 
in  relation  to  the  schooner  building  in  the  yard  under  his 
command,  and  to  do  with  her  as  he  would  do  were  he 
going  to  command  her  himself;  and  at  the  same  lime  in- 
forming him  that  as  soon  as  I  returned  to  Washington,  I 
hoped  lo  have  the  commander  and  forward  officeni,  at  least, 
appointed  to  all  the  vessels  building,  in  onler  that  those  who 
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are  to  command  might  have  aome  voice  in  planning  the 
interior  arrangements  of  the  vessels,  and  being  on  the  spot 
with  their  boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  &c.,  could  the 
more  readily  cause  all  necessary  requisitions  to  be  made, 
and  see  that  they  were  properly  complied  with ;  but  not- 
withstanding my  earnest  and  repeated  solicitations  upon  the 
subject,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  refusetl, 
and  still  refuses,  to  make  the  appointments  so  much  needed, 
and  I  know  of  no  remedy  in  this  case,  if  the  officers  of  the 
navy  yards  withhold  a  willing  aid  ;  for  it  is  manifest  that 
no  human  being,  not  endowed  wTth  omnipresence,  can  su- 
perintend in  detail  the  building  and  equipping  of  five  vea- 
acU  at  four  diffsrent  stations,  the  extremes  of  which  are 
seven  hundred  miles  apart 

In  my  early  communications  with  the  Navy  Department, 
after  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, I  advened  to  the  number  of  officers  to  be  pro- 
vided for ;  and  in  the  memorandum  I  furnished  the  naval 
constructor,  (as  requested  by  the  navy  board,)  dated  22d, 
July,  the  following  paragraph  will  be  found  :  **  Ofofficen 
there  will  probably  be  no  more  than  eight  for  each  brig 
and  tixfor  the  schooner,  of  the  grades  which  usually  oc- 
cupy the  cabin,  wardroom,  and  steerage,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  accommodate  them  all  in  one  cabin.  The  warrant  and 
petty  officers  will,  I  suppose,  in  number  and  grade,  be  the 
same  aa  is  allowed  to  similar  vessels  in  the  regulaf  service, 
but  the  number  of  privatea  will  be  considerably  reduced/' 

The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  board 
on  the  15th  instant,  is  expressive  of  my  general  views  with 
regard  to  outfit  and  supplies,  which,  together  with  some 
more  specific  requisitions  previously  made,  appear  to  mc 
to  he  aufficiently  definite  for  the  guidance  of  all  in- 
trusted with  the  building  and  equipping  of  the  vessels  dev 
lined  for  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition ; 
.  but  if  they  are  not,  I  can  only  say  that  the  public  interest 
must  suffer  until  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall 
think  proper  to  accord  me  the  necessary  aid,  by  appointing 
the  officers  I  have  so  urgently  asked  for. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOS.  AP  CATESBY  JONES, 
Commander  of  the  S.  S.  Expedition, 

P.  8.  Endosed  is  a  paper  marked  A,  exhibiting  the 
contemplated  number  and  arrangement  of  the  officers  and 
men  to  be  employed  in  the  exploring  expedition.  T  need 
hardly  add  that  the  quantity  of  water,  provisions,  and  other 
stores^  might  be  governed  almost  entirely  by  the  vesseKs 
capaeUy  for  carrying.  ^  I  also  enclose  an  inventory  of  the 
sails  required  for  the  schooner  building  at  Now  Yr  rk. 

THOS.  AP  C.  JONES. 

ThePRxaiDXHTo/<Ae 

Board  of  Navy  Commiaeionere, 

Q. 
Natt  Comxisstoxbbs'  Offick,  August  SO,  1836. 
8f  m :  By  the  particular  request  of  Captain  Jones,  the 
brigs  building  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  for  the 
exploring  expedition,  are  not  to  be  salted. 
Respectfully,  &c. 

I.  OHAUNCEY. 
Com.  Joav  Dowsss,  Boston. 
Com.  Charle*  O.  RioekLT,  New  York^^ehooner, 
Com.  Jaxxb  Barron,  Philadelphia — store-ship. 
Com.  L.  WARRiaroTosr,  Norfolk — Maeedonian, 

K. 

Nrar  Prospsct  Hill,  Virginia,  August  ^l,  1836. 
Sim  :  Your  two  letters  of  yesterday's  date,  covering  com- 
monications  from  Comm«>dores  Warrington  and  Downes, 
upon  the  subject  of  cotton  canvass,  and  from  the  former 
io  relation  to  the  Macedonian's  quarter-boats,  have  this 
day  been  received. 


With  regard  to  the  boata  in  question,  I  have  no  draught 
of  the  Macedonian,  nor  of  the  boats  she  hitherto  carried. 
I  gave  the  distance  between  the  davits  aa  the  data  by 
which  to  determine  the  length  of  the  boats,  so  as  to  leave 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  as  well  as  the  boat-builder, 
full  scope,  if  the  davits  were  not  fitted,  and  if  they  were, 
then  to  fit  the  boats  to  the  davits.  Perhaps  Commodore 
Warrington  will  better  understand  my  meaning  when  I 
say  that  the  boats  are  to  be  six -oared  boats,  single  banked, 
with  good  roomy  stern  and  head  sheets,  and  I  suppose 
about  six  or  eight  and  twenty  feet  long,  as  they  are  to  be 
aharp  at  each  end. 

In  relation  to  the  cotton  canvass,  I  conceive  the  danger 
of  spontaneous  combustion  too  imminent  to  justify  its  use 
in  any  sails  or  other  articles  that  have  to  be  stowed  in  a 
sail-room  or  other  place  liable  to  heat  and  moisture,  and  it 
was  for  that  reason  alone  that  T  requested  its  usejto  be  dis- 
pensed with  on  board  the  exploring  vessels.  The  ham- 
mock clothes  and  covers  named  by  Commodore  Downes, 
need  not  be  substituted  by  others  of  flax,  as,  from  their 
constant  eiposore  in  open  air,  and  their  not  being  liable  to 
be  thrown  in  a  mass,  as  awnings,  sails,  and  even  ham- 
mocks and  bags  sometimes  unavoidably  are,  and  often,  too, 
containing  damp  bedding  and  clothes,  which  would  be 
certain  to  ignite,  (sometimes  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
hours,)  the  fatal  consequences  of  which  cannot  be  too 
studiously  guarded  against.  I,  therefore,  respectfully  re- 
quest, that,  with  the  exception  above  made  in  favor  of  the 
hammock  clothes  and  sail  covers  named  by  Commodore 
Downes,  flax  canvass  may  be  excluded,  as  before  sug- 
gested.        I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES, 

To  the  Prxsidxnt  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners, 

S. 
WASHiiroTOir,  August  31,  1836. 
Sim :  I  did  myself  the  honor  this  day  to  lay  before  the 
boaid  the  draught  of  a  bark  rig,  as  sufcgested  by  Commo- 
dore Downes,  as  a  substitute  for  the  brig,  viz:  for  the  two 
exploring  vessels  building  at  the  Boston  navy  yard.  If 
the  proposed  alteration  meets  the  approbation  of  the  board, 
I  reapectfully  request  that  the  neoessary  Arders  m\y  be 
given  to  Commodore  Downes. 

I  am,  &c.     THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES, 

Commander  of  the  South  Sea  Fxpedition* 
I'o  the  pAxsiDBirTo/<Ae  BoardofNwty  Commissioners, 

Nayt  OoxxiaaioHSBs'  Ofticr, 
SepUmber  16,  1036. 
Sin:  As  one  of  the  letters  from  Captain  T.  A.  C. 
Jones  to  the  boani,  in  relation  to  the  exploring  expedition, 
of  which  copies  have  been  sent  to  you,  referred  to  the  con- 
duct of  Master  Commander  M.  C.  Perry,  the  board  con- 
sider it  but  proper  to  transmit  yon  the  enclosed  copies  of 
communications  from  that  officer,  which  relate  to  the  let- 
ter from  Captain  Jones. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  RODGBR8. 

Hon.  Marlon  Dickersoit, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  September  7,  1836. 
Gs27TLKXEie :  1  have  attentively  perused,  an  extract  of  a 
communication  bearing  date  the  29th  ultimo,  addressed  by 
Captain  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones  to  the  Navy  Commission- 
ers, in  which  that  officer  has  thought  proper  to  constitute 
himself  a  judge  of  my  motives  and  actions,  and  to  charge 
me  with  a  want  of  zeal  in  the  success  of  the  contemplated 
South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  and  a  lack  of  civility  to 
him  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  visit  to  this  navy  yard. 
This  extract  having  been  officially  communicated  to  Com- 
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modore  Ridgely,  it  came  in  courae  to  my  notice,  ttiereby 
■Gcuring  to  me  the  right,  a*  it  impoaea  upon  me  a  duty, 
of  replying  to  the  extraordinary  and  unwarranted  aaper- 
aions  which  it  contains. 

Captain  Jonea  is  mistaken  when  he  states  that  I  am 
deficient  in  zeai  fur  the  success  of  the  expedition  ;  nor  can 
I  conceive  by  what  authority  he  establishes  such  opinion, 
for  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  exchanged  a  word  with 
him  upon  the  subject.  He  could  not  surely  have  judged 
from  my  attention  to  the  schooner  now  building ;  for, 
when  he  was  at  the  yard,  her  keel  was  just  laid,  and  she 
is  Ktill  in  the  hands  of  the  constructor ;  and,  what  is  more, 
with  the  necessary  instructions,  she  can  be  fitted  for  sea 
in  a  week  after  she  is  off  the  stocks ;  therefore,  no  evidence 
of  a  want  of  zeal  can  be  deduced  from  this  source,  and  at 
this  establishment  we  have,  as  yet,  no  further  connexion 
with  the  exploring  expedition. 

I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his  assertion  that  I 
was  wanting  in  those  marks  of  respect  due  to  him  as  a 
superior  officer,  visiting  the  yard  on  duty.  I  am  utterly 
unconscious  of  such  impropriety.  That  I  addresse<l  him 
respectfully  I  am  quite  certain ;  perhaps  not  as  cordially  as 
he  might  have  expected. 

Having  fulfilled  all  the  obligations  due  by  me  to  Cap- 
tain Jones  as  an  officer,  I  had  a  right  to  regulate  the  ex- 
tent of  cordiality  with  which  T  greeted  him  as  an  individ- 
ual; a  privilege  I  shall  ever  exercise  in  my  intercourse 
with  others.  But  it  was  not  my  province  to  confer  with 
Captain  Jones,  in  reference  to  the  duties  which  brought 
him  to  the  yard  :  Commodoie  Ridgley  was  here,  and  of 
course  director  and  superintendent  of  all  the  operationa  of 
the  establishment.  Whatever  communication  ]>assed  be- 
tween these  officers  in  regard  to  the  schooner,  it  was  not 
for  me  to  know.  It  was  only  necessary  for  me  to  execute 
the  orders  received  from  my  immediste  commander,  leav- 
ing him  to  judge  of  the  zeal  with  which  I  fulfilled  them. 

As  this  is  a  grave  charge  made  against  me  by  Captain 
Jones,  I  may  be  excused  for  entering  into  a  history  of  the 
transactions.  A  communication  from  your  office  directed 
that,  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  vessel,  the  sug- 
gestions and  instructions  of  Captain  Jones  should  be  ex- 
clusively attended  to ;  and  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  pre- 
cisely similar  to  mine,  made  by  Commodore  Ridgely,  da- 
ted August  9th,  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies,  you 
again  refer  to  Captain  Jones's  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  he  was  then  or  shortly  would  be  in  New  York,  and 
would  fumiah  all  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject. 
When  the  reply  to  this  communication  was  received,  he 
had,  as  I  nndenlood,  left  New  York  on  his  return  to  the 
South;  and  knowing,  as  I  did,  as  the  then  commanding 
officer,  (Commodore  Ridgely  being  absent,)  that  no  definitt 
instructions  had  been  received — I  say  definite  according  to 
my  sense  of  the  word — it  was  my  duty  to  communicate  the 
fact  for  your  information.  The  verbal  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Hart  by  Captain  Jones  were  unofficial,  as  theydid 
not  come  through  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  and  al- 
though they  were  made  known  to  the  latter  some  days 
after  the  departure  of  CapUin  Jones,  and  to  me  at  the 
same  tame,  they  were  considered  indefinite^  and  simply 
explanatory  aoggestions  to  Mr.  Hart,  preparatory  to  the 
transmiasioh  of  written  instructions,  which  were  asked  for 
in  the  communication  of  Commodore  Ridgely  on  the  9tb, 
as  in  mine  of  the  24th  August. 

The  orders  of  the  Navy  Commissioners  to  adhere  solely 
to  the  suggestions  of  Captain  Jones,  gave  to  him  the  right 
to  direct  all  the  deuil,  thus  taking  from  its  usual  channel 
the  established  course  of  business,  and  imposing  on  Cap- 
tain Jones  the  responsibilities  of  the  mode  of  equipment 
and  outfit ;  responsibilities  the  more  serious,  as  the  vessel 
was  to  be  employed  on  a  service  highly  important:  there- 
fore, to  prevent  collision  and  misunderstanding,  it  was  but 
fair  that,  in  proposing  these  suggestions,  they  should  be 


presented  in  a  form  to  constitute  a  suitable  voucher  for  the 
commandant  of  the  yard  in  departing  from  the  established 
course  of  duty.  No  written  suggestion  had  then  come  to 
my  notice  as  commanding  otiicer,  nor  instruclioas  from 
Commodore  Ridgely  when  he  was  present,  except  in  re- 
gard to  the  tanks,  the  boaU,  and  gunn,  in  the  execution  of 
which  not  a  moment  was  lost,  and  even  at  this  moment 
there  are  no  definite  instructions  as  to  many  of  the  points 
of  inquiry. 

The  position  assumed  by  me  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pro- 
nounced by  the  Navy  Department,  the  navy  board,  and 
my  immediate  commander,  as  correct :  that  is,  as  com- 
manding oflker  in  the  absence  of  Commodore  RUgely,  not 
to  execute  orders  unofficially  or  indefinitely  presented,  and 
during  his  presence  on  the  station,  to  expect  instructions 
only  from  him.  Commodore  Ridgely  is  in  the  daily  and 
hourly  superintendence  of  all  the  duties  of  the  yard,  and 
nothing  of  any  importance  is  done  without  his  knowledge; 
and  this  renders  it  the  more  extraoj^inary  that  I  should  be 
charged  with  a  want  of  zeal  in  the  equipment  of  the  ex- 
ploring vessel,  when  the  person  so  accusing  me  could  have 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  my  inStroctionB  from 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  or  the  manner  of  my  fulfil- 
ling such  instructions. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  regret  that  Captain 
Jones  sliould  have  thus  wantonly  drawn  me  into  a  reply 
extremely  repugnant  to  my  general  character  and  disposi- 
tion. I  should  have  been  wanting,  however,  in  due  re- 
spect for  myself  to  have  submitted  quietly  to  these  asper- 
sions ;  yet  a  sense  of  respect  for  you,  gentlemen,  and  the 
discipline  of  the  service,  admonish  nie  to  repreas  the  indig- 
nant feelings  which  naturally  present  themselves  when  re- 
flecting on  the  tenor  of  this  unprovoked  attack. 

As  I  have  been  favored  wfth  the  perusal  of  that  part  of 
the  communication  of  Captain  Jones  which  alludes  to  me, 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  justice  to  him  authorizes  the  re- 
quest that  he  may  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  foregoing  comrauoi- 
cation  has  been  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  Commodore 
lUdgely,  in  order  that  he  might  be  satisfied  of  the  conecl- 
ness  of  its  detail. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  dec 

M.  O,  PERRY. 

To  the  CoMMissioirsas  of  the  Navy. 

NaVt  Yabd,  Njcw  Yohx, 

Augtut  9,  1836. 
OzTfTLSxiN :  For  the  schooner  building  at  thtiyard 
for  the  <*  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,**  the  follow- 
ing information  is  required,  viz : 
Her  armament.*  / 

Dimensions  of  spars. 
Particular  rig. 
Boats  and  theif  sizes.* 
Cut  of  sails,  Ac. 
Water-tanks  or  casks.* 

Cablea,  (chain  or  hemp,)  number,  length,  and  nie,aDd 
where  to  be  procured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

C.  J.  RIDGELT. 
To  the  CoxxtssiOHSas  of  the  Navy, 

United  Statis  Navt  Yard, 

New  York,  August  24,  1836. 
GxiTTLXMEir :  Your  communication  of  the  22d  inrtuit 
has  been  received,  in  which  you  direct  that  cotton  caovi 
ahall  not  be  used  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  \ 
now  in  progress  of  construction  at  this  yard. 

•  Omlued  In  my  lettsr,  tnauiiciloDS  having  been  reeeived  nibis- 
quently  to  ths  date  of  the  above  leim.^Nott  h  M.  C  P.,  Snttrnkf 
P,  1896.  '^ 
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In  replj^  permit  me  to  state  that  no  definite  ingtructions 
have  been  received  either  from  the  navj  board,  or  from 
Captain  T.  A.  C.  Jones,  as  to  the  dimensions  of  spars, 
the  rig  or  ground-tackle,  the  cut  and  quantity  of  sails,  the 
contemplated  number  of  the  crew,  the  arrangement  of  ac- 
eommodationa,  sea-etores,  dee. 

These  instructions  are  necessary,  in  order  to  fieicilitate 
the  equipment  of  the  Teasel,  which  will  be  ready  for  launch- 
ing by  the  S6th  of  next  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

M.  C.  PERRY,   Commanding  officer. 

To  the  CoxxissiovKRs  ofihe  Navy^  Wdihingion, 

NiTT  CouMissioiriKs'  Orricv, 

October  9,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  board  of  navy  commissioners  have  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  in- 
stanty  covering  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  de- 
tention of  the  exploring  squadron,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  in  conformity  with  your  instructions,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  statement. 

On  the  5th  September  1836,  the  board  had  occasion  to 
report  to  you,  in  detail,  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted,  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  this  squadron,  up 
to  the  81st  August,  1839,  and  enclosed  copies  of  letters 
and  papers,  lettered  from  A  to  8.  With  a  view  of  saving 
time,  in  presenting  this  report,  the  board  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  refer  to  that  communication  and  its  enclosures,  as 
a  part  of  their  present  answer,  for  their  proceedings  to  the 
31st  August,  1836. 

On  the  Sd  September,  1836,  the  board  sent  to  the  com- 
mandant at  New  York  an  extract  from  a  letter  received 
from  Commodore  Jones  of  the  a9th  August,  in  relation  to 
informatSon  which  had  been  asked  by  Captain  Perry  on  the 
34th  August,  when  temporarily  in  command,  by  the  ab- 
sence of  Commodore  Ridgely. 

Captain  Perry  forwarded  a  communication  to  this  board, 
in  reply  to  the  remariu  of  Commodore  Jones,  a  copy  of 
which  was  transmitted  to  you  by  the  board  on  the  1 6th 
September,  1836,  to  which  copy  the  board  respectfully  re- 
fer for  its  contents. 

The  propositions  of  Commodore  Jones  for  the  number  of 
men  for  the  different  vessels  having  received  your  sanction, 
•chedules  were  sent  on  the  5ih  September,  1836,  to  the 
commandants  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  for  their 
information  and  guidance  in  preparing  the  vessels. 

On  the  16th  September,  Commodore  Barron  was  author- 
ized to  borrow  tanks  from  appropriations  for  the  Relief,  and 
replace  them  from  appropriations  for  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 

On  the  17th  October,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Commo- 
dore Barron,  informiiig  the  board  of  unusually  large  requi- 
eitions  for  leather  for  the  store* ship  Relief,  the  board  io- 
fbrmcd  him  thai  "alihough  the  board  consider  that  the 
quantity  of  leather  required  for  the  store-ship  is  greater 
than  would  be  necessary  for  any  service,  yet,  as  the  Sec- 
.  recary  of  the  Navy  has  suggested  that  the  wishes  of  Cap- 
tain Jones  in  relation  to  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
▼eaaels  should  be  complied  with,  you  will  furnish  all  arti- 
elca  required  under  the  authority  of  Captain  Jones,  unless 
otherwise  instructed  by  the  board.*' 

On  the  19th  October,  1836,  the  board  directed  the  coiit- 
maoding  officer  at  Boston  to  launch  the  two  barks,  and  to 
equip  them  as  early  as  possible. 

On  the  Slat  October,  1836,  the  Iward  informed  you  of 
ilia  application  of  Commodore  Barron  for  some  officers  to 
take  charge  of  the  store-ship  Relief;  and  that  the  two  barks 
aod  the  schooner  were  or  would  be  soon  launched,  and  re- 
epectfully  suggested  "  that  offioefi  and  men  be  provided 
aarly  for  all  the  vessels  forming  the  exploring  expedition,  and 
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that  the  vesseU  be  ordered  to  Norfolk  as  early  as  they  can 
proceed  thither,  where  they  will  be  safe  from  ice,  and  can 
bo  more  conveniently  equipped  for  the  intended  service." 

The  board  having  received  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Jones  of  31st  October,  1836,  assigning  as  a  reason  for  de- 
laying to  furnish  Information  which  had  been  asked  for  by 
Commodore  Barron,  that  his  continuance  in  command  of 
the  squadron  was  so  equivocal  at  that  time  as  to  render  it 
doubtful  whether  he  could  exercise  any  further  control 
over  the  outfito  of  the  squadron  with  due  respect  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  they  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
you,  and  requested  your  further  instructions. 

On  the  8th  November,  the  board  notified  you  that  the 
appropriation  of  $160,000  for  this  expedition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  they  requested  your  attention  to  obtein  the 
transfer,  by  the  President,  of  the  f  150,000  which,  by  law, 
he  was  authorized  to  make  for  this  service,  from  any  other 
funds  belonging  to  the  navy. 

Commodore  Jones,  on  the  12th  November,  1836,  for- 
warded to  the  board  requisitions  for  twelve  months'  supply 
of  provisions  for  the  exploring  expedition,  and  stoted  hie 
wishes  in  relation  to  their  quality,  age,  and  mode  of  pack- 
ing. As  some  of  these  reqoeste  were  not  in  conformity 
with  the  general  arrangemente  of  the  service,  a  copy  was 
transmitted  to  you  on  the  I4th,  and  your  instructions  re- 
quested i  Upon  your  verbal  sanction,  orders  were  issued 
by  the  board,  on  the  same  day,  to  the  commandants  at 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  directing  them  to  pro- 
cure the  articles  wantedi  of  the  best  quality,  and  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  that  they  were  prepared  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  for  the  intended  aervice. 

In  pursuance  of  your  directions  of  the  6th  April,  1837, 
to  have  an  exanunation  held  upon  the  barks  Pioneer  and 
Consort,  and  the  schooner  Pil(^  to  ascertain  their  condi- 
tion, and  to  have  them  prepared  for  service  on  the  explor- 
ing expedition^  the  board  gave  the  necessary  instructiona 
to  have  these  vessels  taken  into  dock  at  Gk>sport  as  soon  as 
it  should  be  free  for  their  reception.  They  also  proposed 
to  have  a  thorough  examination  made  of  them  by  Commo- 
dore Warrington,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Grice^ 
naval  constructors,  and  they  requested  of  you  that  Commo- 
dore Jones  might  be  directed  to  g^ive  his  attendance,  as  he 
was  not  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  board. .  This  examina- 
tion was  afterwards  superseded,  in  consequence  of  your  bar- 
ing directed  a  board  of  officers  to  make  report  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  vessels  and  other  subjects. 

On|the  37th  April,  1837,  in  a  communication  to  you  upon 
the  subject  of  supplying  the  exploring  expedition  with  cor* 
tain  articles  prepared  with  India  rubber,  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  Commodore  Jones  in  a  letter  of  the  84th»  the 
board  eipreased  doubia  of  the  advantagea  of  the  articles^  but 
gave  an  opinion  that,  from  the  larse  expenditure  wbi<di  he 
had  proposed  for  those  articles*  Commodore  Jones  had 
probably  satisfied  himself  of  their  utility. 

On  the  36th  May  the  board  stated  to  you  that  so  far  as 
they  could  judge  of  the  performances  of  the  exploring  ves- 
sels, as  made  to  you  on  the  25th  May  by  Commodore 
Jones,  and  by  you  transmitted  to  the  board,  they  appeared 
to  be  well  calculated  for  the  intended  service,  and  thie  board 
concurred  in  opinion  with  Commodore  Jones  as  to  the  eoc- 
pediency  of  placing  them  in  dock  for  the  examination 
formerly  proposed,  and  to  make  such  repairs  or  altorationa 
as  might  be  found  necessary. 

On  the  30th  May,  Commodore  Warrington  was  directed 
to  prepare  the  Pioneer,  Consort,  and  Pilot,  for  going  into 
dock,  and  to  report  when  the  I>ekware  would  be  so  far 
completed  as  to  admit  of  her  removal  from  the  dock  to  ad- 
mit them. 

A  board  of  five  captains  was  subsequently  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  make  an  examination  of  theae 
vessels,  and  to  report  upon  certain  pointa  embraced  in  the 
order  which  constituted  that  boatd. 
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After  ibe  examinations  made  by  those  officers,  (among 
whom  were  ibe  Navy  Commissioners.)  orders  were  given 
by  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  to  the  commandant 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  to  make  the  alterations  and 
additions  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  naval  con- 
strQctore  to  the  board  of  examination,  and  bad  been  ap- 
proved of  by  them  and  by  Commodore  Jones. 

In  conformity  with  a  request  of  Commodore  Jones,  the 
different  vessels  for  the  exploring  expetli lion  were  originally 
ordered  to  be  furnished  with  cooking  galleys,  made  upon  a 
new  plan,  by  Commodore  Barron,  to  bum  anthracite  coal. 
From  the  experience  derived  from  their  use,  Commodore 
Jones,  on  the  1st  August,  1837,  requested  that  they  might 
be  replaced  by  others.  Orders  were  given  for  others  to  be 
made  as  soon  as  their  dimensions  could  be  obtained,  and 
they  have  all  been  finished  and  sent  to  Norfolk  for  the  use 
of  the  vessels.  The  last  was  sent  from  the  navy  yard  at 
this  place  on  the  6th  instant* 

Commodore  Jones  having  inquired  of  the  board  where 
he  should  send  a  vessel  to  receive  her  further  equipment, 
in  case  he  should  purchase  one  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
the  board,  with  your  sanction,  authorized  him,  on  the  4th 
September,  1837,  to  send  her  to  the  navy  yard  New  York 
or  Norfolk,  as  he  might  deem  most  convenient  for  his  fu- 
ture arrangements. 

Upon  the  application  of  Commodore  Jones,  dated  26th 
ultimo,  the  beard  on  the  3d  insUnt  authorized  a  change  of 
a  part  of  the  bread  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  explo- 
ring expedition,  and  packed  in  hogsheads,  for  others  to  be 
packed  in  barrels,  and  directed  the  commandant  at  New 
York  to  call  upon  the  contractors  to  furnish  within  the  pres- 
ent month  80,060  lbs.  of  bread,  packed  in  tight  whiskey 
barrels,  and  to  procure  an  additional  supply  of  kiln-dried 
flour,  equivalent  to  8,000  lbs.  of  bread,  to  be  made  from 
domestic  wheat  of  this  year's  growth,  for  that  expedition. 
The  navy  agent  at  this  place  was  directed  to  procure  and 
ship  to  the  navy  yard  at  New  York,  for  the  same  expedi- 
tion, one  hundred  barrels  of  kiln-dried  corn  meal.  The 
purchase  of  high-proof  whiskey  was  authorized  to  be  made 
at  Baltimore  on  the  7th  instant,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the«ame  place.  The  bread  heretofore  prepared  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  which  was  packed  in  hogsheads.  Com- 
modore Ridgely  was  directed  to  receive  and  ship  for  the 
use  of  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  to  which  place  a 
ahipment  in  bogaheads  had  been  ordered. 

A  tetter  received  this  day  from  the  commandant  at  Nor- 
folk  informs  the  board,  under  date  of  the  6th  instant,  that 
the  acbooner  Pilot,  which  had  been  built  for  this  expedi- 
tion, has  been  divested  of  her  stores  and  equipments,  and 
given  up  by  Commodore  Jones. 

By  the  usages  of  the  Department,  the  board  hold  no 
eorrespondenoewith  the  commanders 4>f  vessels  in  commis- 
sion, except  in  relation  to  their  supplies  ef  provisions  and 
stores.  The  movements  of  vessels  in  commission  are  reg- 
ulated by  the  direct  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  board  are,  therefore,  unable  to  present  any  further  in- 
formation as  tu  the  progress  made  in  the  execution  of  or- 
ders for  preparing  this  expedition,  than  is  contained  in  this 
communication,  and  that  of  5th  September,  1836.  For 
the  same  reasons  they  are  unable  to  state  how  soon  these 
vessels  will  be  ready  to  sail  for  New  York,  or  what  re- 
mains to  be  done  in  fitting  them  out,  after  their  arrival  at 
that  port,  or  what  has  been  done  or  what  remains  to  be 
done  to  the  schooner  Active,  purchased  for  the  expedition, 
and  now  at  New  York.  It  is  presumed  that  reports  upon 
these  subjecia  have  been  made  directly  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

C.  MORRIS. 
Hon*  Mamuht  DieKsasov, 

Secretary  of  tie  Nmy. 


Navy  Dbpaetmeht,  June  8,  1837. 
It  has  been  represented  to  the  President  that  doubts  ars 
entertained  by  officers  of  the  navy  whether  the  barks  Pi<>- 
neer  and  Consort  and  schooner  Pilot,  built  for  the  Sooth 
Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  are  fitted  for  that 
service ;  and  it  has  also  been  represented  to  him  that  send- 
ing out  at  ibis  time  the  entire  force  heretofore  inlended  for 
this  expedition,  to  wit :  one  frigate,  one  stoie^ip,  two 
barks,  and  a  schooner,  with  orewa  amounting,  officers  in- 
cluded, to  six  hundred  men,  would  interfere  with  the  means 
<rf  affofding  the  prompt  and  efficient  protection  to  our  com- 
merce which  its  present  exposed  and  critical  situation  re- 
quires, more  especially  if  we  are  to  add  anollier  schooner  to 
the  exploring  squadron,  which  the  commander  requires, 
and  without  which  he  considers  the  expedition  will  not  be 
complete  or  efficient. 

The  President  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  direct  that 
inquiries  b«  made  upon  this  subject,  by  referring  the  same 
to  you  as  a  board  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  same.  I 
have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  saiff  two  barks  and  schooner,  and  their  fitness 
for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expedition^and 
also  inquire  whether  this  expediUon  may  not  be  reduced  m 
its  amount  of  vessels  and  men  with  advantage  to  the  coun- 
try, and  without  prejudice  to  the  success  of  the  expedition. 
The  expetlition  is  authorized  by  the  »d  eection  of  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the*  naval  service  for  the  year 
1836,  passed  the  14th  day  of  May  of  that  year,  and  by  ap- 
propriations  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  In  the  act  rf 
1836  it  is  provided  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  seod 
out  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  the  South  Seas ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  em- 
ploy a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase  or  provide  such  other 
smaller  vessels  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  render 
the  said  expedition  efficient  and  useful.  The  tpprepna- 
tions  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  provide  for  send- 
ing out  the  said  frigate,  one  store-ship,  two  berks,  and  one 
schooner — the  whole,  however,  under  its  original  charac- 
ter of  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition.  Tt  i«  intended 
that  the  length  of  the  cruise  of  the  exploring  squadron  shall 
be  three  Jreare ;  and  its  object  shall  be  chiefly  to  explore 
the  ocean  and  part  of  the  southern  hemisphere,  more  par- 
ticularly in  high  latitudes,  and  in  regions  as  near  the  j^ 
as  msy  be  approched  without  danger.  Some  portions  of 
the  Pacific  north  of  the  equator  may  prohaWy  be  visited  l^ 
this  squadron,  or  some  pait  of  it.  It  is  intended  to  sUach 
a  scientific  corps  to  this  expedition,  connstingof  from  fow^ 
teen  to  eighteen  individuals.  It  will  be  among  the  duties 
required  of  the  officere  and  scientific  corps  of  this  erpedi- 
tion  to  make,  in  the  regions  thus  to  be  explored,  all  prac- 
ticable surveys  and  observations  of  the  same,  with  soch 
accurate  descriptions  and  drawings  as  may  be  most  u^al 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  commerce ;  and  to  make 
such  researches  as  the  opportunities  of  the  expeficion  will 
afford  in  all  branches  of  science  which  have  aUrvded  the 
attention  of  the  GovernmenU  of  Europe,  in  fitting  out  ex- 
peditions of  a  like  chamcter  with  this. 

your  views  upon  the  subject  now  referred,  you  will  ei- 
press  in  a  report  to  this  Department  as  soon  as  your  cn- 
venience  will  permit. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

M.  DIUKERSON. 
To  Commodore  Isaic  Cbavkckt, 
CuAaLKs  Moaais, 
Lswis  WARaivcTOir, 
Dakikl  T.  Patteksok,  and 
Alixabbb  S.  Wadswobtr. 

Wasbixotov,  July  13,  1837. 
Sib  :  Your  order  of  the  8th  ultimo,  eonsiitating  a  board 
to  iuquira  into  (he  couditaon  of  the  harka  Pioneer  and  Coo- 
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iorfc  snd  achoonsr  Pilot,  and  their  fitn^M  for  service  iu  the 
■arveying  and  explorini;  expedition,  and  for  other  purposes 
ihareiQ  named,  was  duly  received  by  the  senior  officer  of 
the  hoard  and  communicated  to  the  other  raembere. 

The  occupation  of  the  dock  at  Gosport  bj  the  Delaware, 
and  the  employment  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  hoard 
on  other  special  duties  under  your  orders,  produced  a  delay 
in  the  meeUng  of  the  board  until  the  80Ui  ultimo. 

The  two  barks  having  been  placed  in  dock,  the  board, 
accompanied  by  Commodore  T.  A.  C.  Jonee,  the  com- 
xnaoder  of  the  expedition,  and  ]\fr.  Humphreys  and  Mr. 
Grice,  naval  constructors,  made  a  careful  examination  of 
those  vessels,  as  they  did  on  the  next  day  of  the  schooner 
Pilot.  This  preliminary  examination  having  been  made, 
the  board  met  and  notified  Commodore  Jones  of  their  readi- 
ness and  desire  to  receive  any  communication  which  he 
might  wish  to  make  on  the  subject;  and  certain  questions 
were  propounded  to  the  two  naval  constructors  to  obtain 
their  professional  opinions  upon  certain  points  connected 
with  the  Teasels.  Commodore  Jones  transmitted  to  the 
board  several  communications,  copies  of  which  are  annexed 
and  marked  A  to  — ,  inclusive ;  and  by  his  direction  the 
log-books  of  the  vessels  in  question,  and  that  of  the  Relief, 
were  laid  before  thtr  board.  Copies  of  the  letters  to  and 
answers  from  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Grice  are  also  an- 
nexed and  marked  — . 

Having  carefully  consid^ed  all  the  information  obtained 
by  personal  examination,  and  that  which  they  had  received 
from  others,  the  board  first  proceeded  to  form  an  opinion 
QpoQ  the  condition  of  the  barks  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and 
schooner  Pilot,  and  united  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  good, 
the  vessels  being  sound,  strong,  and  well  built. 

They  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether  these  vessels 
were  fit  for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expe- 
dition in  the  seas  and  for  the  objects  stated  in  your  letter 
eonstituting  the  board.     AAer  a  careful  review  of  all  the 
information  communicated,  and  a  reference  to  their  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  vessels,  the  board  were  of  opinion 
(hat,  although  these  vessels  do  not  and  probably  could  not 
be  made  to  combine,  to  the  extent  which  might  be  desired, 
a  due  proportion  of  the  qualities  of  sailing  and  working  well, 
great  strength,  and  capacity  for  stowage,  yet,  by  some  alter- 
ations»  which  could  be  soon  completed,  they  might  be  made 
to  answer  the  purposes  proposed  sufficiently  well  to  justify 
their  employment.     The  nature  and  extent  of  these  alter- 
ations are  contained  in  the  paper  enclosed  and  marked  — . 
The  board  then  proceeded  *'to  inquire  whether  this  ex- 
pedition may  not  be  reduced  in  its  amount  of  vessels  and 
men  with  advantage  to  the  country,  and  without  prejudice 
to  the  aaccess  of  the  expedition,"  which  constituted  the  re- 
maining subject  of  inquiry  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the 
board  was  required. 

In  considering  that  branch  of  this  inquiry  which  relates 
to  the  amount  or  number  of  vessels  to  be  employed,  the 
hoard  felt  themselves  obliged  to  consider  it  with  reference 
to  rarioos  circumstances  connected  with  the  progress  and 
preaeut  state  of  the  expedition  and  the  proposed  objects. 

These  objccU  are  stated  in  your  letter  to  be  "chiefly  to 
explore  the  oceans  and  seas  of  the  Southern  hemisphere, 
more  particularly  in  high  latitudes,  and  in  regions  as  near 
the  pole  as  may  be  approached  without  danger.  Some 
portions  of  the  Pacific  north  of  the  equator  may  probably 
be  visited  by  this  squadron  or  some  part  of  it."  From  four- 
teen to  eighteen  scientific  persons  are  to  be  accommodated, 
all  practicable  surveys  are  to  be  executed,  and  such  re- 
searchee  made  in  all  branches  of  science  as  the  opportunities 
of  the  expedition  may  af!brd. 

The  field  for  the  operations  of  the  vessels  is  extensive, 
and  coiAprises  all  varieties  of  climate ;  the  leading  objects 
bein^  to  explore  unknown  regions,  to  survey  those  which 
may  be  discovered  or  which  are  buf  imperfectly  known, 
and  to  collect  as  great  an  amount^hid  variety  of  useful  in- 
formation as  can  be  obtained. 


If  the  board  had  been  called  upon  before  any  prepara- 
tions had  been  made,  to  state  the  number  and  character  of 
the  vessels  which  in  their  opinion  would  be  best  calculated 
to  secure  the  attainment  of  these  proposed  objects,  they 
certainly  would  not  have  recommended  those  which  have 
been  prepared. 

They  do  not  consider  it  essential  to  the  interests  of  an 
expedition  intended  for  exploring  and  surveying,  that  it 
should  be  armed  beyond  the  extent  necessary  for  its  protec- 
tion  against  pirates  or  attacks  from  savages,  to  which  it 
may  possibly  he  exposed  iu  the  prosecution  of  its  duties. 
From  no  civilized  nations  are  hostile  acts  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, but,  on  the  contrary,  kindness  and  assistance  whenever 
needed. 

They  also  conceive  it  nf  importance,  that  whilst  the  to- 
tal number  of  vessels  in  such  an  expedition  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  promise  the  probable  accomplishment  of  all  the 
objects  proposed  within  the  time  allotted,  each  vessel  should, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  prepared,  within  herself,  to  act 
with  efilciency  upon  all  the  objects,  in  case  of  accidental 
separation  from  or  disasters  to  others.  For  this  purpose 
each  should  carry  as  many  stores  as  practicable,  have  her 
due  proportion  of  instruments  and  scientific  persons,  and 
her  other  arrangements  made  for  independent  arid  separate 
action.  For  purposes  of  exploring,  and  for  surveying  in 
remote,  dangerous,  and  imperfectly  known  seas,  it  seemi 
to  be  important  that  two  vessels  should  be  in  company  for 
mutual  aid  in  case  of  accident,  and  for  the  greater  faciKty 
of  making  surveys  and  researches.  More  than  two  vessels 
together  would  seem  to  offer  few  advantages  to  compensate 
for  the  additional  expense  and  other  inconveniences.  Mora 
than  one  set,  however,  might  perhaps  be  advantageously 
employed  under  the  general  direction  of  the  same  oommand-* 
ing  officer.  An  expedition  composed  of  foor  vessels,  of 
which  two  to  he  from  400  to  450  tons,  and  two  about  300 
tons  each,  provided,  amongst  other  supplies,  with  light 
frames,  and  the  principal  materials  for  building  a  decked 
boat  of  15  to  25  tons,  to  be  put  up  whenever  wauted, 
would,  it  is  believed,  furnish  accommcKlations  for  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  all  the  essential  means  for  making  ex- 
plorations and  surveys,  and  collecting  all  the  specimens  and 
information  which  an  expedition  comprising  two  sets  of 
vessels  would  require. 

But  although  the  board  entertain  these  opinions,  as  re- 
gards the  extent,  size,  and  composition  of  a  force  for  a  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition,  if  no  prfcvious  arrange- 
ments had  been  made ;  yet,  when  they  take  into  considera- 
tion the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  the  expense 
which  has  been  incurred,  the  time  which  has  been  qpent  in 
preparing  the  force,  the  near  approach  of  the  season  when 
the  vessels  riiould  sail  to  enable  them  to  operate  with  ad^^ 
vantage  during  the  next  winter,  the  delay  which  wil  be 
unavoidi\ble  if  any  material  change  be  now  made,  and  the 
possible  defeat  of  the  expedition  itself,  in  the  success  of 
which  the  board  have  always  felt  and  still  feel  deep  solici- 
iude ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  their  belief  that  the  vessels 
which  have  been  prepared  will  answer  for  the  objects  pro- 
posed, with  the  slight  alterations  before  mentioned,  though 
not  so  .perfectly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  as  others : 
that  this  force  has  been  arranged  so  that  each  part  has  a 
mutual  dependance  upon  the  other  parts  for  the  purposes 
of  the  expedition,  and  that  the  officer  selected  to  command 
appears  satisfied  with  these  vessels — the  board  have  arrived 
at  the  opinion  that  no  reduetion  can  be  made  in  the  amount 
of  vessels  at  this  late  period,  without  prejudice  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expediiion. 

Upon  that  part  which  relates  to  a  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  men,  the  board  consider  that  the  complement  em- 
barked should  not  exceed  that  which  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  surveying  and  exploring,  and 
their  contingencies,  without  any  additional  number,  having 
reference  merely  to  the  management  of  ordnance,  as  they 
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believe  that  the  number  required  for  the  former  purposes 
will  be  sufficient  for  defence.  Any  number  beyond  that 
which  may  be  strictly  useful,  tends,  by  consumption  of 
provisions,  to  diminish  the  length  of  time  which  the  ves- 
sels can  act  without  seeking  a  renewal  of  their  supplies. 
With  these  views  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  number 
of  officers  and  men  for  the  vessels  at  present  selected  for 
the  expedition,  may,  without  disadvantage,  be  reduced  to 
about  five  hundred,  exclusive  of  the  scientific  corps. 

The  inability  of  Commodore  Warrington  to  accompany 
the  other  members  of  the  board  to  Washington,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  engagement  on  a  court  martial,  and  the  im' 
perative  duties  of  some  of  the  other  members,  have  pro- 
duced, with  regret,  some  delay  in  completing  this  report; 
which  is  now  respectfully  submitted. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c. 
I.  CHAUNCEY, 
C.  MORRIS, 
L.  WARRINGTON, 
DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON, 
ALEX.  S.  WAD8WORTH. 
Hon.  M.  DiCKEBsoir, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Staitment  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  by  requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nttvy,  under  the  appropruUion  for  the  **  surveying 
and  exploring  expedition f**  from  the  date  of  thai  ap" 
propriation  to  the  present  time. 


Statskskt— coirtinued. 


Date.      No. 


9919 
9936 


In  whose  favor  drawn. 


Amouat. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Date.   No. 


9816 
9821 
9629 


July  9 
13 
19 


Aug.  6  9G56 
6  9856 
16  9670 
S3!9878 
25 
36 

6!9e99^ 
8      ' 

13 

13  9999 


In  whose  fitvw  drawn. 


Henrj  ToUnd, 
Rliu  ICittie,, 
Heriry  Tdand, 
Btniift  BnyLh«rt»  &  Co 
Diirjipl  D  Bcudh^ul^ 
Henry  ToUrii, 
Dan  ml  U.  Brxibead, 
EliciD  Kint^ 
Hmfm  K.  ?anl6\n^, 
Henry  Tola.Dd, 

Ditto 
James  K.  Fauldtng. 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 
James  K.  Paulding, 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 


Navy  Agent 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Philadera . 

Waahing*n 

PhiladMa 

Loudon 

Boston 

Phlladel'a 

Boston 

Washing'n 

N.  York 

PhiladePa 

do 
N.York 
Boston 
N.  York 
Boston 


Amount. 


08,000  00 
160  94 
1,300  00 
19,000  00 
10,000  00 
5,000  00 

sfimoo 

1,000  00 
1350  00 

10,000  00 
7,000  00 
3,000  00 
1,966  12 
3,600  00 

16,000  00 


James  K.  Paulding. 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 
James  K.  Paulding, 
9946  Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 
99l0  Jamea  K.  Fauldlnff, 
99t^',    Da  in  el  D.  BrwJhead 
997-2  jMuesK.  Piiul..U[i,«f 
90^^  btLiiUrl  i>.  BAjJrieail, 
99Sii  Jiiisn-s  K,  Pall] 'ling, 
99'Jl   Henrv  lyhintl> 
991-":,  Dflniel  D.  BMh^aJ, 
99Ki  Jam*?*  K.  PaulJing, 
in  Henry  TuUnd. 

^    J^tViPE  K'  FaiilillLDf, 

4b   liFiiry  TulaiiiJ^ 

55  Jamea  II.  PaiuldLug, 

Si  DctQie!  D.  Endhudr 
901  EMpm  Kjuif^, 


May 


idinei  K.  PiiUldtnf , 
Gej^rg*  Lovalit 
Mkhai^l  W  Ajh. 
Elflu  Kane, 

202  Gwrge  Lofall, 

21  Et         dIuo 

2-3 1"^        Dilio 

i:>l       Dliuj 

^*^^   EliiviKane, 

Sg.i  JnhnN.ToclJ* 

M9,  OeorgP  Loyal  L 

Sjn  Michad  W.  Aih, 
3^11*  Gfturge  LuyilU 
3B:i    Mifibael  W.  Aih, 
395"]  G&orcti  Loyill, 
414         DIuo 
43-2  Jsumafi  K  Fauldlni;, 
442 !  GeorjiC  Loyal  k 
44:^  Jainf »  K-  raulding, 
45"^  G&7rn;e  Lnratl^ 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Futser 


N.York 

Boston 

N.York 

Boflion 

N.York 

Boston 

N.York 

Boston 

N.York 

Phlladera 

Boston 

N.York 

Phlladel'a 

N.  York 

Phlladel'a 

Washton 

N.York 

Boston 

Wa8hlne*n 

N.York 

Norfolk 

Phlladel'a 

Washing'! 

Norfolk 

do 

do 

do 
Washing'n 
U.  S.  iSry 


NavjAgent  Norfolk 


■'do"  do 

do  Phlladel*a 

do  Norfolk 

do  Philader* 

do  Norfolk 
do  do 

do  N.York 

do  Norfolk 

do  N.York 

do  Norfolk 

do  Phlladel'a 

Thomaj  A  p  C .  J^niw,  Captain  U.  S.  Navy 

Geciti^e  Loynilp       N^vy  Agent  Norfolk 

DiLUi  do  do 

Ttinmafl  Ap  C  Joufm,  Captain  U.  S.  Navy 
Jatm^fl  K.  PautdiDgj  N»Ty  Agent  N.  York    - 

KUdj  KhTU',  do  Washlng'n 

Jam  w  K-  Fau  I  d  ips ,         do  N.  York 


Tirta!  amount  diavni     • 


3,500  00 

aopoooo 

90,000  00 

GOO  00 

6,336  81 

^60  00 

lO^OOOOO 

6,ooa<» 

6,00001) 

35,0tf  00 

909^09 

2^800  00 

800  OD 

9/nooo 

M18«l 

600  00 

S34  16 

294  63 

500  00 

4,000  00 

600  00 

1/xnoo 

1,SU0  00 

i/xnoo 

1,800  00 
M7S39 
1,332  81 

8^000  00 

ifioom 
1,000  00 

soooo 
1/uooa 

300  <n 

1,500  CO 
600  00 
tflOO  00 
l,5UO00 
lOyOOOOO 
liSDOOD 

ymcQ 

MpOOO 
3J0OOQO 

8/n>oo 

180  00 
VMXiQO 
S^OOOOQ 


EVB^SG  30 


TiutAsuRY  Dbpabtmbnt, 

Pourth  Auditor*a  Qffk*^  Oetobsr  9«  1837. 

J.  C.  PICKETT,  Anditow. 


List  of  Officers 

Trdered  to  the  Exphring  Expediiion. 

Rank. 

Name. 

Date. 

To  what  ordered. 

Remarks. 

1836. 

Captain  • 

Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones 

November    16 
'by  Decem.      1 

Macedonian. 

Commander 

James  Armstrong  - 

November     1 1 

do 

Lieutenant 

Thomas  A.  Dornin 

September    29 

Storeship  Relief. 

Assist^  Surgeon  - 

James  C.  Palmer  - 

.29 

do*^ 

Revoked  Nevem'r  16.  ISW. 

Boatswain 

WilUam  BUck      - 

29 

do 

iSailmaker 

Samuel  V.  Hawkins 

29 

do 

Midshipman 

Daniel  Ammen     - 

30 

do 

Lieutenant 
Passed  Midship, 
now  Lieut.     - 

Josiah  Tattnall      - 

November    1 1 

Pioneer 

Detached,  June  1,  1837. 

Stephen  C.  Rowan 

U 

Relief. 

Lieutenant 

James  Glynn 

11 

Consort. 

Passed  Midship*n 

David  D.  Porter  - 

15 

Relief 

Revoked,  Notom'r28,  1836. 

Do 

Robert  F.  Pinkney 

13 

do 

Revoked,  NovemV  29, 1S36. 

Do 

James  H.  North   - 

16 

do 

Do 

Charles  W.  Morris 

15 

do 

Revoked,  Novcm'r  25, 1 S36. 

Do 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins 

16 

Schooner  Pilot 

Revoked,  December  1, 1 836. 

Do 

John  B.  Dale 

16 

Consort. 

Do 

George  F.  Emmons 

16 

do 

Do 

E.  T.  Shubrick    - 

16 

do                ^ 

Do 

M.  G.  L.  Claiborne 

16 

do, 
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Id5 


South  Sea  Exploring  Squadron, 


[S6&  Coiro.  Itt  Sua. 


LIST— ConlinQed. 


Rank. 


Acting  Mid'n     • 
PaBsed  Mid'n     • 

Do 
Midahipmao 
Lieutenant 
Act.  Gonner 
PasMd  Mid'n     < 
Midahipman 
Lieatenant 
Acting  Mid'n     • 

Do 

Do 

Act  Carpenter   • 
Acting  Mid'n     • 

Do 
Chaplain 
Lieutenant 
Sailmaker 
Lieatenant 

Da 

Do 

Do 

Do 
Act.  Oonner 
Acting  Mid'n     - 

Do 

Do 
Pas*d  Aat.  8ur.  • 

Do 
Aaaiet.  Bargeon  < 
PaaMad  Mid'n    • 

Do 

Do 

Bo 

Do 

Do 
Midshipman 

Acting  Mid'n     - 
Past  Aast  8ur.  . 

Do 
Acting  Mid'n     . 
Asft.  Soigeon    • 
Midabipman 
Ltieatanant 
Aeat. 

Do 
I^ientenant 
Midahipman 

Do 
Itieotenant 
Paaaed  Mid'n  - 
Acting  Mid'n  - 
Acting  Gonner  - 
Act.  Boatswain  - 
Paaaed  Mid'n  - 
Act.  Garpenler  - 

Do 
Lieutenant 
Porser 

Mid'n     - 
Do 


Cateaby  Ap  R.  Jonea 
OUver  Tod 
Benjamin  More  Dove 
J.  P.  Sanford 
Henry  W.  Morria 
Thomas  Robinson 

A.  Ludlow  Case  - 
Nathan  Barnes     - 
Jacob  Crowninahield 
H.  M.  Granger     - 
John  K.  Daer 

Henry  Rolaada     - 

Lemuel  R.  Townaend 
Jamea  L.  Blair    - 
Edward  Tatlnall  Nichola 
Walter  Colton 
WUliam  L.  Hudaon 
Samael  B.  Banister 
George  A.  Magruder 
Samuel  A.  Lockwood 
Thomaa  Turner    - 
Matthew  F.  Maqry 
John  Rudd 
Gustarus  Newman 
FozhaU  A.  Parker 
William  8.  Weed 

B.  Ticknor 
William  Whelan  - 
A.  G.  GambriU     . 
Edward  Gilchrist  - 
John  L.  Fox 

H.  J.  Haiitene  - 
William  L.  Maury 
Robert  F.  Pinkney 
E;  W.  StuU 
A.  R.  Taliaferro  - 
Joseph  A.  Underwood 
Thomas  H.  Patterson 

Israel  C.  Wait     - 
Samuel  C.  Lawraaon 
John  C.  Spencer  - 
David  Williamson 
Charles  F.  B.  GuiUon 
Charlea  R.  Smith  • 
William  D.  Newman 
John  J.  Abemethy 
John  S.  Mesaeraoiith 
A.  K.  Long 
George  T.  Sinclair 
Samuel  Smith 
Samuel  P.  Lee     - 
William  R.  Postell 
Archibald  McRae  - 
John  D.  Anderson 
Henry  Welton 
William  8.  Swann 
Thomas  Johnaon  - 
Sidney  Porter 
Matthew  F.  Maury 
William  F.  Speiden 

Richard  C.  Cogdell 
George  M.  Totten 


December 


1837 
January 


16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
19 
35 
36 
7 
13 

la 


February 
March 


April 


6 
80 
26 
30 
30 
6 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
4 
4 
4 
5 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 


16 

31 

31 

38 

3 

3 

6 

9 

9 

8 

13 

14 

19 

32 

23 

7 

8 

34 

29 

29 

September      1 

4 

6 
12 


May 


June 
July 


August 


To  what  ordered. 


Macedonian. 
Pioneer     - 

do 

do 

do 
Explor'g  expedition. 
Pioneer. 

do 
Schooner  Pilot 

do 
Macedonian. 

do 

do 
do 
Explor'g  expedition. 

do 
Schooner  Pilot 
Macedonian, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Schooner  Pilot 
Macedonian. 

do 
EjLplor'g  expedition, 
do 
do 

do  -• 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Explor'g  expedition 
do 
do 

do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Schooner  Pilot. 
Explor'g  expedition. 

do 
Macedonian. 
Explor'g  expedition. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Pioneer. 

Explor'g  expedition. 
Exploring  squadron. 

do 

do 

do 
Report  to  Commo. 
Jones  for  duty. 
Explor'g  expedition 
Consort. 


Remarks. 


Revoked,  Novem'r  36, 1836. 
Detached,  June  17«  1837. 


Detached,  Septem'r6,  1837. 
Detached,  January  19,^837. 
Resigned,  April     38,  1837. 


March  38,  1837,  ordered  to 
the  Fairfield. 


Revoked,  Febru'y  36,  1837. 


Furlough,  March  31,  1837. 
Revoked,  March  39,  1837. 


Revoked,  April  33,  1837. 
Revoked,  Apnl  19,  1837. 


Detached  8eptem'r  3,  1837. 
Reaigned,  July  16,  1837. 

Ordered  to  the  Falmouth* 
June  37,  1837.  . 

Revoked,  May  3,  1837. 
Detached,  June  32,  1837. 


Detached,  Setem'r  3,  1637. 


Detached,  Sept.  37,  1837, 
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39th  CoKe.  lit  8ms.  1 


Po$t  OJl»e  Depmtment. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Date. 

To  what  ordered. 

Remariu. 

Passed  Mid'n     - 

James  W.  E.  Reid 

IS 

Consort. 

Lieutenant 

Guert  Gansevoort  - 

12 

do 

Revoked,  SepUm'ai,  1837. 

Do 

William  O.  Woolsey 

12 

Schooner  Active. 

Passed  Mid'n     - 

James  B.  Lewis   - 

21 

do 

Do 

Alonxo  B.  Davis  - 

22 

do 

Acting  Mid'n     - 

Henry  H.  Harrison 

26 

Explor*g  expedition. 

Acting  Sailoiaker 

John  Joins 

26 

do 

Acung  Mid'n     - 

John  Downes,  jun. 

Ootobei 

6 

Macedonian. 

Passeil  Mid'n     - 

Richard  8.  Trapier 

9 

Explor'g  expedition. 

Act.  Boatswain  - 

William  Richmond 

- 

Pioneer                  "^ 

Appointed   by   Comnodori 

Acting  Gunner  - 

Oliver  Nelson       -       -   - 

- 

do                      I 

Downes  in  December,  1836, 

Act  Carpenter  - 

Amos  Chick 

- 

do                   r 

and  approved  by  (he  De- 

Act. Satlmaker  - 

Gilbert  Bebe 

" 

do                    J 

partment. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Letter  from  the  Poatmaster  General  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  receipt*  and  duibureements,  October  14,  1837, 
read^  and  laid  upon  the  taMe. 

Post  Office  Depaktmez^t, 

October  13,  1837. 

Sift ;  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  adopted  on  the  Ist  instant,  and  received 
by  me  on  the  5th,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow* 
ing  report : 

Ist.  There  solution  asks  for  "the  bal- 
ances now  on  hand,  so  far  as  ascertaiqeJ, 
to  the  crodit  of  the  Department.*' 
The  Department  has  in  bank,  exclusive 

of  outstanding   warrants       -  -        $444,629  41 

In  the  hands  of  postmasters,  reported    -  334,560  39 


779,209  80 


2d.   **  An  estimate  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  during  the  residoe  of  the 
current  year." 
The  nett  receipts^of  post  offices  for  the 

quarter  ending  3 Ist  December  next, 

are  estimated  at  -  -  - 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  quarter 

are  estimated  at  ... 

3d.  <*  The  aggregate  amount  received 
and  disbursed  by  the  Department,  since 
the  Ist  day  of  May  last^  distinguishing 
the  amount  in  specie  from  that  in  other 
funds." 

The  amount  deposited  in  bank  since  the 
1st  day  of  May  last  is  ... 
The  amount  reported  as  received  by  draft 
offices                 .           .           .          - 
The  amount  received  by  contractors  from 
collection   offices   during  the  quarter 
ending  dOth  September  last  was 
The  amount  received  in  the  same  man- 
ner during  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  being  a  fraction  of  ^  quarter, 
cannot  be  ascertained  without  taking 
more  time  than  the  present  session  of 
Congress  will  allow,  but  it  is  estima* 
ted  at 

Total  receipts 


$760,000  00 
170,000  00 


$124,370  62 
544,812  87 

237,970  38 


50,000  00 


The  disbursements  have  been  : 

By  warrants  on  banks      -           -          •  $462,624  35 

By  drafts  on  postmasters             -           -  179,832  89 
By  collections  from  postmasters  without 

drafts,  in  part  estimated           -           -  387,970  38 

•  . 

Total  disbursements  1,019,327  62 


1,057,153  87 


It  is  not  possible  to  distinguiehr  the  amount  received  or 
disbursed  in  specie  from  that  in  other  funds.  Of  the  da- 
poeites  in  bank,  it  is  presumed  that  the  greater  part  was  ta 
bank  notes,  having  been  made  before  the  anspeoaon  d 
specie  payments.  The  Department  has  no  report  of  (be 
funds  in  which  warrants  on  banks  have  been  paid.  It  ie 
understood  that  five  banks  have  continued  to  pay  ile  war- 
rants in  specie  since  the  suspension,  and  have  so  ffeid 
$28,289  62.  There  has  also  been  paid  by  the  Bank  o( 
the  Metropolis  the  sum  of  $36,426  71  in  specie,  ^icb  wai 
specially  deposited. 

It  is  probable  that  rooet  of  the  balsmoe,  as  weU  sign  is 
before  the  suspension,  has  been  paid  in  bank  notes.  U  so, 
they  have  been  received  by  the  creditors  of  the  D^aitmcDt 
of  their  own  choice ;  for  all  warranta  on  banks  lelnined 
with  proof  of  refusal  to  pay  in  the  legal  cnnency  ef  tiie 
United  States*  have  been  prompUy  paid  in  gold  and  silnr. 
No  draAs  on  postmasters,  drawn  for  ^e  purpose  of  paying 
balances  due  contracton,  have  been  nitumed  for  refml  is 
pay  in  gold  aiid  silver,  and  it  ianot  doubted  that  nctrljtfaa 
whole  amount  has  been  paid  in  that  cvrrency.  In  that 
currency,  also,  the  collections  by  contraclors  have  geoenl- 
ly  been  made.  That  there  are  many  exceptions  in  the  tn 
thousand  post  offices  from  which  the  contractors eoilH^  ia 
very  probable ;  but  only  nine  poetraastars  hate  tea  n^ 
ported  to  the  Department  for  rafbaing  to  payiagoUor 
silver,  and  their  aggregate  quarterly  balances  do  not  exceed 
$1,626.  Eight  other  cases  are  reported,  involvlof  about 
$1,600,  in  which  bank  notes  had  been  racftived  by  disiTKt 
attorneys  and  othen  for  old  debta  duo  the  DepartmsBt.  lo 
some  of  theae  cases  the  notes  or  certificates  trf^deposite  ban 
been  returned,  in  others  retained,  becaBse  there  was  a  bad 
prospect  of  getting  any  thing  elao. 

4.  "  The  regulations  touching  the  funds  tf>  be  rootw 
and  disboned,  if  any,  other  than  those  already  ooaKnsiu* 
catcd." 

No  regulations  not  ^ready  communicated  have  \)MA 
issued. 

6.  **  The  instances  in  which  those  regulations  have  beta 
disobeyed  or  dispensed -with." 

In  no  instance  have  the  rsgulatione  relative  to  rtcaf^ 
and  disiiUrsements  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  I'nita 
States  been  ''dispeneed  with." 
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M?» 


Misngnppi  Election. 


[25th  Cove.  Ut  Ssit. 


There  is  no  law  or  regulation  expreaaly  requiring  post- 
masten^  to  colkd  postages  in  specie  or  its  cquiralsnt. 
Gold  and  silver  constitute  by  law  the  currency  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  standing  regulations  inform  post- 
masters that  they  will  be  responsible  for  that  carrency  or 
its  equivalent,  and  tbat  no  credit  will  be  given  them  for  de- 
preciation of  bank  notes  or  for  counterfeits.  Before  the 
iitce  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  postmasters  took 
bank  notes  on  their  own  risk,  being  required  to  account  for 
the  legal  currency.  The  ten  thousand  collection  offices  re- 
main oa  the  same  footing  still,  and  the  only  change  made 
by  the  ci4rcular  of  May  13,  1837,  to  the  draft  offices,  was 
to  prevent  further  depositee  in  banks.  To  ensure  greater 
certainty  in  meeting  the  drafts  of  the  Department,  they 
were  required  to  retain  the  amount  due  in  tpecie.  The 
former  regulations  in  reference  to  collections  were  not 
changvd.  The  cases  where  postmasters  have  been  report- 
ed for  refusal  to  pay  specie  on  demand,  are  rather  violations 
of  law  than  of  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  and  are 
so  treated. 

6.  *' Separate  statements  of  the  aggregate  amounts  left 
in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
and  deposited  in  bank,  the  mint  and  its  branches,  or  other 
depositories,  since  the  date  ^tsi  mentioned." 

The  amount  left  in  the  hands  of  postmasters  since  the 
first  of  May,  most  of  which  woukl  have  been  deposited  in 
bftnks  under  the  former  system,  is  $544,812  87. 

The  amount  deposited  in  bank,  as  exhibited  above,  is 
$124,870  62. 

No  depositee  have  been  made  by  this  Department  in  the 
mint  or  its  branches,  or  in  other  depositories,  nor  has  any 
thing  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

In  Ibrther  explanation  of  the  operattons  of  this  Depart- 
meot  eince  th«  suspeneion  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
it  '%*  proper  to  add,  that  the  notes  of  those  institutions^  though 
to  some  extent  tolerated  by  law  in  the  transaetions  of  the 
G^fverannent  as  long  as  redeemable  and  redeemeil  iu  gold 
mnd  stiver,  are  expressly  prohibited  to  its  use  when  no  long- 
er so  redeemed ;  tbat  it  was  in  obedience  to  the  law  tbat 
this  Department,  on  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  took 
prompt  meesufss  to  preyent  their  receipt  and  avoid  their 
^isbarsement  in  its  own  operations ;  that  the  suspension  of 
iwymeot  by  the  banks  occurred  in  the  month  of  May, 
one  of  those  months  in  which  the  quarterly  balances  due 
to  cootrftctois  fice  chieily  paid  off;  that  the  entire  available 
iaeans  of  the  Department  for  that  purpose  were  deposited 
in  the  banks;  that  the  De{iartm«nt  had  no  aliernative  but 
to  cODlinoe  its  warrants  on  ihe  banks,  or  slop  payment  al- 
together; that  inasmvch  as  the  bnaks  had  given  no  notice 
of  an 'intention  to  refose  gold  and  silver  or  their  equivalent 
in  paying  out  the  depositee  of  the  Do|«rtment,  it  Was  con- 
cidrffed  ao  violation  of  law  to  draw  on  them  t»  if  nothing 
bsidl  oeenrred  ;  for  that  reason,  as  well  as  to  avoid  an  abso- 
lute sCoppege  of  figment,  and  gain  time  to  accumulate  a 
spcde  fund,  Ihe  issue  of  warrants  on  banks  was  continued, 
tvtttiaetaiit  steps  were  taken  to  provide  a  specie  fund  for  the 
|»flyraent  of  such  as  might  be  returned  with  proof  of  the  refu- 
maA  of  the  banks  to  pay  them  in  goM  and  silver;  by  the 
time  they  began  to  retorn,  the  Department  had  an  ample 
fund  for  their  payment,  end  4n  every  instance  they  have 
|»e«ir  fiaid  in  the  legfai  currency  of  the  United  States.     By 
Clxese  means,  without  sanctioning  or  countenancing  the 
x«c^ipt  or.  disbursement  of  depreciated  bank  notes,  this  De- 
pArtount'  has-been  enabled  thus  far  to  outride  the  storm, 
with  its  credit  unimpaired,  and  is  confident  in  its  eapaoity 
to  ««rry  on  its  operatioms  according  to  existing  laws,  re- 
.ctfiTiiig  and  dtsbnrsing  gold  and  silver  only. 
Very  n*tpectfuliy, 

Your  obe<hent  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL, 
fion.  #AXt8  K.  Polk,  -  * 


MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

Septsxbbr  26,  1837. 

Read,  and  the  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday next. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  ^  the 
18th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  Mississippi  election, 
have  bad  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 
They  find  a  clause  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  follows :  <*  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  rep- 
resentation from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  there- 
of shall  issue  writs  of  election   to  fill  such  vacancies.'* 
They  also  find  that,  by  the  same  instrument,  <*  the  times, 
places,   and  manner  of   holding  elections  for  Senators 
and  Hepresentatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by 
the  Legislature  thereof.*' 

They  also  find  certain  sections  extraeled  from  a  bw  of 
the  State  of  Miesisippi,  in  the  following  words : 
**  An  act  to  regulate  elections  in  this  State.  Approved 
March  8>  1833. 
••  Sec.  1.  Bt  it  enaded  by  the  Legielaiure  of  the  State 
of  Miesiesippi,  That  all  elections  for  Representatives  to 
tne  Legislature  shall  be  held  at  the  court-houses  or  pifioes 
of  holding  courts  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  un- 
less otherwise  specially-  provided  for  by  law.  And  the 
times  of  holding  such  election  shall  be  the  first  MondjQT 
and  day  following  in  November  biennially..  And  all  elec- 
tions for  Senators  in  the  Legislature,  for  Governor,  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress,  slq^iffs,  coroners,  and  all  other 
State  and  county  officers  directed  by  the  constitution  to 
be  biennially  elected,  shall  be  held  at  the  same  places  and 
on  the  same  days  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  respective- 
ly chosen,  as  are  therein  directed  in  the  case  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  Legislature. 

«•  Sec.  2.  The  sheriff  of  each  county  in  this  Sute  shall, 
at  least  thirty  days  previously  to  the  time  for  holding  any 
election  in  his  county,  by  advertisement,  set  up  at  the  door 
of-  the  court-house  and  three  other  public  places  in  his 
county,  notify  the  inhabiunls  of  the  time  and  place  or 
places  of  such  elections,  and  what  ofikes  are  to  be  filled 
by  such  election ;  and  the  sheriff,  on  the  days  of  election^ 
i^sll  open  the  poll  at  ten  oclock  in  the  morning  and  con- 
tinue the  same  open  until  four  o'clodc  in  the  evening  of 
each  day,  and  no  longer.  In'casd  a  Tteaney  happen,  and 
a  writ  of  election  shi^  be  isbned  to  the  sberiff«  the  sheriff 
efaall  advertise  the  said  eleetton,  and  give -a  time  as  near 
the  thirty  days  as  the  period  of  elections  will  aUow>  protir 
ded  iFbe  not  less,  in  any  eaae,  than  ten^daf  s." 

»  Sec.  7.  The  Representatives  to  Congress  from  this  Statt 
shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  eleet«»%  st  the  time  of  cJiooe- 
ing  Represeutatives  to  the  Legislature^  once  in  every  two 
years,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
in  the  year  1833  ;  and  the  returning  officer  in  each  county 
shall,  within  fifteen  di^s  after  each  election,  certify  under 
his  hand  and  seal  to  the  Secretarr  of  State  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  given  iu  his  county  to  each  candidste  lor  Con- 
gress ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  sum  up  the  whole  number  of  wtes  thus  returned,  and 
declare  the  candidates  elect,  who  may  have  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  by  pu  bites  tion  in  some  newspaper  pub- 
liAhed  at  or  nearest  to  the  seat  of  Government.  It  eh^l 
be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  the  persons  duly 
elected  proper  credentials,  under  his  hand  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  entitle  them  to  a  seat  in  the 
body  of  which  they  ate  elected  members." 

'•See.  10.  All  elections  for  Governor,  Representative 
to  Congress,  sherifls,  and  other  county  ofii^e»,  shall  be 
held  and  conducted  in  the  same  manner;  provided,  that 
the  returns  for  every  election  for  Governor  shall  be  mado 
in  the  maaner  preaciibed  la  the  oonntriutipn." 
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Mississippi  Election, 


The  committee  further  find  that  the  Governor  of  Che 
State  of  MUsissippi  iisaed  writs  of  election  in  form  as  fol- 
lows, vix : 

•«  By  Charles  Lynch,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mistis- 
sippi,  to  the  Sheriff  of  '  county,  greeting  .• 

"  Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  con- 
voked Congress  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  September 
next ;  and  whereas  a  vacancy  has  occured  in  the  represent^ 
ation  of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi  in  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  the  ex- 
pirat4on  of  the  term  of  service  for  which  Messrs.  Claiborne 
and  Gholson  were  elected  : 

*<I  do  therefore  issue  this  writ,  authorizing  and  requir- 
ing you  to  bold  an  election  in  your  county  on  the  third 
Monday  and  day  following  in  July  next,  for  two  Repre- 
sentatives to  Congress,  to  fill  said  vacancy,  until  superse- 
ded by  the  members  to  bo  elected  at  the  next  regular  elec- 
tion on  the  first  Monday  and  day  following  in  November 
next ;  and  I  do  moreover  enjoin  you  to  conduct  the  same, 
in  all  respects,  conformably  to  law,  and  make  due  return 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  In  testimony  whereof, 
I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  to  be  affixed  the 
great  seal  of  State,  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  this  Idth  day 
of  June,  1837." 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that 
elections  were  held  in  fifty  of  the  counties  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  the  retolt  of  which  was,  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  elected  by  large  majorities. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  foregoing  documents  and 
circumstances,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  people  of  Mississippi 
bad  a  fiiir  and  full  opportunity  of  expressing  themselves  as 
to  who  should  represent  them  in  the  twenty-fifth  Con- 
gress. No  objection  is  made  from  any  quarter  to  the  right 
of  the  gentlemen  elect  to  their  seats,  only  by  and  through 
themselves ;  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  election  was  held,  their  own  delicacy  and 
•ense  of  propriety  have  prompted  them  to  invite  a  scrutiny 
into  their  right  to  seats  in  this  House.  In  the  course  of 
the  scrutiny  and  investigation,  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee had  been  called  to  two  points,  which  are  supposed 
to  comprehend  the  only  possible  objections  to  the  retention 
of  their  seats  by  the  sitting  members.  The  first  point  is, 
that  clause  of  the  writ  issued  by  the  Governor,  wherein 
the  election  is  directed  to  be  held  for  two  Representatives 
in  Congress,  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  superseded  by  the 
membertt-  to  be  elected  at  the  next  regular  election,  on 
the  first  Monday  and  day  following,  in  November  next. 
The  committee  are  (with  one  exception)  of  opinion,  that 
in  attempting  to  reetcict  the  term  of  service  of  the  n^pmbers 
to  be  elected  at  the  special  election  ordered  as  before  stated, 
till  the  next  regular  election  in  November  next,  the  Gov- 
ernor tranieended  his  powers.  The  gentlemen  elected  are 
members  for  the  whole  nnexpired  term  of  the  85th  Con- 
gress, or  they  are  not  members  at  all.  The  question  then 
recurs— Did  that  illegal  and  restricting  clause  in  the  writ, 
invalidate  the  election  ?  The  committee  were  almost 
unanimous  in  the  ophnion,  that^  inasmuch  as  the  writ  was 
perfect  in  itself,  without  that  clause,  its  being  there  does 
not  invalidate  the  election  held  under  it,  but  may  fairly  be 
rejected  as  eurplusaget  reject  this  as  surphisage,  then  the 
writ  is  good,  and  the  objection  amounts  to  nothing. 

But  the  second  objection,  whioh  would  seem  to  be  more 
formidable,  involves  the  question  whether,  in  the  purview 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  inch  vacancy  in  the  rep* 
resentation  of  the  State  had  happened  as  would  justify  the 
Governor  in  aocborising  a  special  election  to  fill  it.  On 
this  question  the  committee  were  divided.  A  majority  of 
them  were  of  o|iinian  that  a  vacancy  existed,  and  such  a 
vacancy  as  was  pregnant  with  all  the  evils  which  eeiild 
arise  from  a  vacaney  happening  in  any  other  mann^;  and 
as  the  words  of  the  con^tuiion  are  brood  enough  to  em* 
brace  the  eziatiag  ease,  there  is  no  goct4  reasooL  why,  in 


giving  them  a  practical  construction,  they  ahould  not  be 
considered  applicable  as  affording  a  remedy  iq  thu  cue  aa 
well  as  those  arising  from  death  or  restgnatioo.    It  ii  evi- 
dent that  all  the  evils  arising  from  vacanciei  by  death  or 
resignation  would  exist  in  a  vacancy  produced  by  the  fx- 
piration  of  the  term  of  members  prior  to  the  election  of 
their  successors ;  and  as  the  words  used  by  the  franien  of 
the  constitution  will  fairly  admit  of  the  conitruction  con- 
tended  for,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  say  the  remedy  prescri- 
bed was  not  intended  for  this  case.     On  the  coDtrary,  tbf 
committee  are  of  opininion  that  the  constitution  aathoriiei 
the  Bxecutive  power  of  the  States  respectively  to  order  the 
filling  of  all  vacancies  which  have  actually  happened,  in 
the  mode  therein  pointed  out,  no  matter  how  the  vacan^ 
cy  may  have  happened,  whether  hy  death,  resiKnttioa, 
or  expii:ation  of  the  term  of  members  previous  to  tbe 
election  of  their  successors.     The  word  **  happen,"  made 
use  of  in  the  constitution,    is  not  necessaiily  confined 
to  fortuitous  or  unforeseen  events,  but  is  equally  applictUe 
to  all  events  which  by  any  means  occur  or  come  to  pan, 
whether  foreseen  or  not ;  and  as  in  this  case  conCesaedly 
the  vacancy  existed,  it  may  properly  be  said  to  have  hap- 
pened, although  the  means  or  circumstances  by  which  it 
was  brought  about  may  have  been  foreseen.    With  these 
veiws,  fortified  by  many  others  which  might  be  advanced, 
a  majority  of  the  committee  have  agreed  on  the  following 
resolution,  and  instructed  their  chairman  to  report  the  tame 
to  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  Samuxl  J.  Guolsov  and  Johx  F.  H. 
Claibornk  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  S5th Con- 
gress, and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  their  seaU. 

[To  be  appended  to  tht  aiotje.] 

ATTomsKT  Gkvsbai's  Orriai, 
July\%  1S32. 

Si* :  In  obedience  to  your  direction,  I  proceed  to  atale 
my  opinion  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a  reciter  of 
the  land  ofilce  for  the  Mount  Bains  district,  in  the  Slate  sf 
Mississippi. 

The  facts  in  the  case  I  understand  tobetheae:  Alter 
the  adjournment  of  Congreaa  on  Ihe  8d  day  of  March, 
1831,  and  before  their  meeting  in  December  of  the  aama 
year,  a  vacancy  occurred  In  the  above-mentioned  office 
of  register,  and  Samuel  Gwin  was  appointed  lo  fill  it- 
During  the  late  session  of  Congresar,  he  wss  regabrfy 
nonainated  to  the  Senate,  and  rejected  by  them.  'Hw 
President  having  afterwards  received  strong  testiiDCDiab 
in  his  favor  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  bmng  re- 
quested by  one  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  to  renoni- 
nate  him,  his  name  was  again  sent  to  the  Senate^  «^ 
the  additional  recommendations  which  had  been  fonmo- 
ed  to  the  President  The  second  nomination  waa  oada 
on  the  1 1th  of  June  last.  It  was  considered  on  the  lOA 
of  Joly«  snd  laid  on  the  table,  and  on  the  Ifithof  JolTi 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  following  resolution  «w 
moved  and  considered : 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statetbe 
informed  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Senate  to  til» 
any  proceeding  on  the  renominetion  of  Samnel  9^^°  ^ 
he  register  of  the  land  office  at  Mount  deios,  in  Mi««AP' 
pi,  diiring  the  present  session." 

This  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  tw 
Senate  adjourned  without  taking  any  fnrtlier  order  intw 
natter. 

In  this  attle  of  things,  can  Ibe  President,  during  the  n- 
oeas,  appoint  Mr.  t^win,  or  any  one  elee,  to  the  office  be- 
fore-mentioned 1 

The  office  was  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May 
6,  1893.  Aa  the  President  is  reqtiired  by  the  conauti- 
Uoti  totahe  care  that  the  laws  be  falthfUil^  execatsd,  A^ 
umm  Ui  doty  to  fitt  tbf  oAbm  wUch  uo  neeesssry  nn 
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have  been  legally  established  for  that  purpose,  provided 
the  constitution  confers  on  him  the  power. 

The  constitution  gives  him  the  right  <'to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session/' 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Gwin,  during  the  last  recess, 
**  filled  up'*  the  vacancy  which  had  then  happened,  and 
the  oflice  remained  full,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment  and  acceptance  until  the  close  of 
the  late  session.  Tlie  nomination  made,  not  being  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate,  the  commission  granted  by  the 
President  expired  at  the  end  of  the  session,  and  the  mo- 
ment after  it  closed  the  office  again  became  vacant.  This 
was  a  new  vacancy. 

Has  this  second  vacancy  happened  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  so  as  to  authorize  the  President  to  fill  it,  un- 
der the  grant  of  power  contained  in  the  article  of  the  con- 
stitution above  referred  to  1 

It  has,  I  know,  been  contended  that,  in  order  to  enable 
the  President  to  make  the  appointment,  the  vacancy  must 
take  place  during  the  recess.  In  other  words,  that  the 
oflice  must  be  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
Senate,  and  become  vacant  afterwards. 

I  cannot  think  that  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
article  in  question.  The  eorutitution  was  formed  for 
praetieal  purposes,  and  a  construction  that  defeats  the 
very  object  of  the  grant  of  power  cannot  be  a  true  one. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  constitution  that  the  offices 
created  by  law,  and  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  the  Government,  should  always  be  full,  or,  at  all  events, 
that  the  vacancy  should  not  be  a  protracted  one.  A  Gov- 
ernment cannot  go  on,  nor  accomplish  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  established,  without  having  the  services  of 
proper  officers  to  execute  the  various  duties  required  by 
law.  To  guard  against  any  abuse  of  the  appointing  pow- 
er by  the  President,  the  approbation  of  the  Senate  is  re- 
qaired.  But  as  it  was  foreseen,  from  the  various  contin- 
gencies and  uncertainties  to  which  human  affairs  are  liable, 
vacancies  might  be  found  to  exist  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  in  offices  which  the  public  interest  required  to  be 
filled,  the  power  above-mentioned  was  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  order  to  provide  against  the  evil  of  requiring  a  va- 
cancy to  continue  in  every  case  until  the  Senate  could  be 
convened ;  and  the  further  evil  of  calling  them  together 
upon  every  one  of  the  vacancies  which  might  expectedly 
be  found  to  exist  during  the  recess. '  But  th.'^  control  of 
the  Senate  over  appointments  to  such  vacancies  is  effect- 
uaily  preeerved  by  the  limited  term  for  which  the  Presi- 
dent ia  anthorised  to  make  them. 

doppose  an  officer  to  die  in  a  distant  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  and  his  death  not  to  be  known  in  Washington 
antii  after  the  adjournment :  must  the  office  remain  vacant 
until  the  Senate  can  be  convened  1  It  is  admitted  by  every 
one  that  the  Preaident  may  appoint  in  such  cases,  and  the 
praetiee  of  the  Government  has  continually  conformed  to 
that  construction.  But  if  the  constitution  required  that 
the  ofiice  should  be  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment, 
and  that  the  vacancy  .should  take  place  alWrwards,  then 
the  P Resident  could  not  appoint,  for  in  the  cases  above 
mentioned,  the  vacancy  happens  during  the  session,  and 
the  office  is  not  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment.  It 
becomes  vacant  the  moment  the  incumbent  dies,  and  the 
notice  does  nothing  more  than  inform  the  President  that  a 
vacancy  has  happened,  and  it  informs  him  at  the  same 
tiaae  that  it  took  place  while  the  Senate  was  in  session, 
and  not  daring  the  recess. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  said  that  in  these  cases  the 
vacftney  must  be  regarded  as  happening  when  the  notice 
of  the  death  is  receiv^,  and  that  therefore  such  a  vacancy 
ie  to  be  considered  as  happening  after  the  adjournment 
and  daring  the  recess.  But  how  can  it  be  so  considered 
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in  opposition  to  the  admitted  fact?  There  are  no  wprds 
in  the  constitution  that  justify  such  an  interpretation.  It 
does  not  speak  of  the  notice  of  a  vacancy,  but  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  vacancy.  It  does  not  say,  if  a  vacancy  shall  be- 
come known,  but  if  a  vacancy  shall  **  happen  /*'  and  if  the 
words  of  the  constitution  give  the  power  to  fill  those  va- 
cancies only  which  take  place  after  the  adjournment,  then 
the  vacancies  I  have  just  mentioned  could  not  l^  filled. 

It  is  manifest,  however,  that  the  constitution  could  not 
have  intended  to  place  such  cases  on  a  diflbrent  footing 
from  vacancies  which  occur  after  the  adjournment.  There 
is  no  reason  for  a  distinction  between  them.  And  the 
words  used  in  the  constitution  do  not,  I  think,  by  any  fair 
construction,  require  a  distinction  to  be  taken.  It  was  In- 
tended to  provide  for  those  vacancies  which  might  arise 
from  accident,  and  the  contingencies  to  which  human 
affairs  must  always  be  liable.  And  if  it  falls  out  ihat, 
from  death,  inadvertence,  or  mistake,  an  office  required  by 
law  to  be  filled,  is  in  the  recess  found  to  be  vacant,  then  a 
vacancy  has  happened  in  the  recess,  and  the  President 
may  fill  it.  This  appears  to  be  the  common  sense  and 
natural  import  of  the  words  used.  T%ei/  mean  the  sams 
thing  as  if  the  constitution  had  said,  "if  there  happen 
to  be  any  vacancies  during  the  recess.**  The  framers  of 
the  constitution  had  provided  for  the  filling  the  offices, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate:  but  foreseeing  that, 
from  the  various  casualties  to  which  human  concerns  are 
exposed,  vacancies  would  be  found  during  the  recess,  they 
give  power  to  fill  them,  until  an  opportunity  can  be  afiford- 
ed  of  bringing  the  appointments  before  the  Senate — and 
they  use  worda  which  denote  the  character  of  the  vacan- 
cies which  they  foresee  may  occur,  and  for  which  they  are 
providing.  He  may  fill  up  vacancies  which  *' happen" 
during  the  recess.  But  vacancies  are  not  designedly  to 
be  kept  open  by  the  President,  until  the  recess,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  control  of  the  Senate.  And  the 
word  "  hoppen*'  is  used  to  describe  the  class  and  kind  of 
vacancies,  and  not  the  particular  time  at  which  they  took 
place. 

I  might  suggest  another  case,  showing  that  the  restricted 
construction  contended  for  cannot  be  the  one  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  Suppose  a  nomination 
msde  to  a  vacant  office,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate :  the 
office  is  not  full  until  the  person  appointed  accepts.  Sup- 
pose he  refuses  to  accept,  and  his  refusal  is  not  known  ac« 
til  after  the  adjoumroent :  in  such  a  case  the  original  yj» 
cancy  would  remain  unfilled ;  and  as  it  took  place  during 
the  session,  and  not  after  the  adjournment,  the  Preaident 
could  not  fill  it.  It  cannot  l*e  imagined  that  such  casea 
were  inleiufod  to  be  excepted  out  of  tiie  power  graciied  to 
him. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  power,  if  possessed  by  the 
President,  may  be  so  used  as  to  defeat  the  intention  of  the 
constitution,  and  exclude  the  Senate  from  all  share  in  ap- 
pointments. The  answer  to  such  an  objection  appears  to 
be  a  plain  one.  If  the  President  wilfully  abuses  a  power 
given  to  him,  the  constitution  has  provided  a  remedy.  In 
this  case  the  Senate  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  acting, 
but  have  not  acted,  and  have  held  the  nomination  under 
advisement,  and  left  it  to  fall  vacant  as  soon  as  they  ad- 
journed. They  must  bo  supposed  to  have  had  sufficient 
reasons  for  keeping  the  nomination  in  their  power,  and 
suspending  their  action  upon  it.  The  President  could  not 
nominate  another  person  for  the  same  office  until  this  was 
disposed  of,  and  was  ehher  withdrawn  by  him  or  fioally 
acted  on  by  the  Senate.  And  as  the  Senate  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  acting,  but  have  determined  to  suspend  their 
decision,  I  cannot  see  how  an  appointment,  now  made  by 
the  President,  can  be  supposed  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  the  Senate.  There  is  nothing  in  the  case  thot  can  be 
construed  into  a  desire  to  avoid  their  conatitutlonal  control. 

If,  however,  the  restricted  interpretation  contended  for 
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viere  admitted,  still,  in  the  case  before  me,  the  Preaident 
would  have  the  right  to  appoint.  The  vacancy  did  take 
place  in  the  recees.  The  former  appointment  continued 
during  the  aeeaion,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  until  after  they 
adjourned.  The  vacancy  followed  the  adjournment;  and 
whether  it  took  place  immediately  aderwards  or  at  a  dis- 
tant interval  can  make  no  difference.  If  it  took  place  afler 
the  adjournment,  it  happened  during  the  recess,  according 
to  the  narrowest  interpretation  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
article ;  and  consequently,  even  in  that  view  of  the  subject, 
the  President  has  a  right  to  fill  it. 

I  do  not,  however,  desire  to  place  my  opinion  on  this 
ground ;  but  upon  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  construction 
of  the  constitution,  as  before  slated. 

In  the  case  of  Amos  Binncy,  Mr.  Adams  must  have  pro- 
ceeded on  the  same  construction  of  the  constitution  with 
the  one  I  have  given. 

The  commission  of  Amos  Binney,  as  navy  agent  of  the 
port  of  Boston,  expired  by  operation  of  law  on  February 
15,  1826,  during  the  session  of  Congress.  He  was  nom- 
inated for  the  same  office  February  28,  1826.  The  session 
closed  on  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  with- 
out acting  on  the  nomination.  They  were  convened  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1825,  by  the  summons  of  the  President — 
«nd  on  the  7ih,  Mr.  Binney  was  again  nominated.  On 
tiie  9th  this  nomination  was  postponed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  following ;  and  they  adjourn- 
ed on  the  same  day,  leaving  this  vacancy  unfilled.  On 
the  22d  of  March^  1825,  during  the  recess,  Mr.  Binney  was 
appointeii  by  the  President  to  the  office  above  mentioned. 

Here,  then,  was  a  vacancy  which  occurred  during  the 
session-— was  known  to  have  Uken  place-^was  leA  ui^Iled 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  was  afterwards,  during  the 
recess,  filled  up  by  the  President.  I  know  of  no  precedent 
in  favor  of  the  opposite  construction.  And  as  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  Mount  8a- 
lus  district,  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  would  pro- 
duce serious  inconvenience  to  the  public,  and  the  vacancy 
is,  ill  my  judgment,  one  of  that  character  which  the  con- 
stitution contemplated  in  the  grant  of  power  before  men- 
tioned, I  respectfully  advise  that  the  appointment  be  made. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  oliedient  ser- 
vant, R.  B.  TANEY. 

P.  8.  Since  the  aforegoing  opinion  was  prepared,  I 
have  caused  the  records  of  my  office  to  be  examined  in  or- 
der to  •sQertain  whether  this  subject  had  been  brought  be- 
fore any  of  my  prcdecesson;  and  I  find  an  opinion  given 
by  Mt.  Wirt,  when  he  was  Attorney  General,  dated  Octo- 
ber 22,  1823,  and  while  Mr.  Monroe  was  President,  in 
which  he  gives  to  the  constitution  the  same  construction 
that  I  have  placed  on  it — and  advised  the  President  that 
lie  had  a  right  to  fill  any  vacancies  which  **  happen  to  ex- 
itfT  during  the  recess,  although  the  vacancy  took  place 
.while  the  Senate  was  in  session,  and  continued  at  the  time 
of  the  adjournment. 

To  the  Pbvstskvt. 

OmcB  or  TBI  A-FTOBirfiT  GxirxKAL,  U.  S., 
October  22,  1823. 

Sim :  Under  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1820,  <<  to  limit 
the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers  named  therein,"  dec.,  I 
find  that  General  Swartwout's  commission,  as  navy  agent 
at  New  York,  expired  during  the  last  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Your  nomination  of  another  person  to  fill  that  va- 
cancy was  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  the  vacancy 
still-  exists. 

It  is  the  case,  then,  of  a  vacancy  which  arose  during  the 
session  of  the  Senate,  but  which,  from  what  ha»been  men- 
tioned, continues  to  exist  in  the  recess.  The  question  on 
which  yon  ask  my  opinion,  is,  whether,  under  the  consti- 
tution, you  can  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  commission  to  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  next  session  ? 


The  provisions  of  the  constitution  on  this  subject  arr  ■ 

1 .  That  the  President  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  ail  offi- 
cers, 6cc, 

2.  That  the  President  ahall  have  the  power  to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  «  may  happen  during  the  receis  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  ^ 
end  of  their  next  session." 

Had  this  vacancy  ^r«/  occurred  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  no  doubt  would  have  arisen  as  to  the  PieiideQt'i 
power  to  fill  it.     The  doubt  arises  from  the  circumstance 
of  its  having  first  occurred  during  the  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate.   But  the  expression  used  by  the  consUtation  is  *<Ai^ 
pen** — aU  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate.     The  most  natural  sense  of  this  term  is  "  to 
chanu — to  full  out — to  take  place  by  accident."    Bat  the 
expression  seems  not  perfectly  clear.     It  may  mean  **  hap- 
pen to  uke  place,"  that  is  **to  originate  i**  under  which 
sense  the  President  would  not  have  the  power  to  fill  the 
vacancy.   It  may  mean  also,  without  violence  to  the  lenie, 
«  happen  to  exist;"  under  which  sense  the  Presidest  would 
have  the  right  to  fill  it  by  his  temporary  comnussion. 
Which  of  these  two  senses  is  to  be  preferred  ?    The  fint 
seems  to  me  roost  accordant  with  the  letter  of  the  consuta* 
tion ;  the  second  most  accordant  with  iu  reason  and  spirit 
The  meaning  of  the  constitution  seems  to  me  to  result  in 
this:  that  the  Preaident  alone  cannot  make  a  permaaeni 
appointment  to  those  offices;  that  to  render  the  appointmnt 
pcrmaneHt,  it  must  receive  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  but 
that  whensoever  a  vacancy  ahall  exist  which  the  puUic  in- 
terest requires  to  be  immediately  filled,  and  in  filling  which 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  cannot  be  immediately 
asked,  because  of  their  recess,  the  President  shall  have  the 
power  of  filling  it  by  an  appointment,  to  continue  onlyon- 
til  the  Senate  shall  have  passed  upon  it ;  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution,  till  the  end  of  the  next  seasoB. 
The  substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was  to  itep 
these  offices  filled,  and  powers  adequate  to  thispuTpoie 
were  intended  to  be  conveyed.     But  if  the  President  ihall 
not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circuoKtanctd, 
the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  thesub«iBos 
of  the  constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious  conatnc- 
tion  of  its  letter. 

Put  the  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring  in  an  office  held  iaa 
distant  part  of  the  country,  on  the  lawt  day  of  the  Senate'i 
session :  before  the  vacancy  is  made  known  to  the  President 
the  Senate  rises.  The  office  may  be  an  important  one. 
The  vacancy  may  paralyze  a  whole  line  of  action  in  «»• 
essential  branch  of  our  internal  police.  The  puhhc  vm- 
ests  may  imperiously  demand  that  it  shall  be  immediately 
filled.  But  the  vacancy  happened  to  occur  during  the  m- 
sion  of  the  Senate,  and  if  the  Presidents  power  ia  to  bs 
limited  to  such  vacancies  only  as  happen  to  occur  daiiiv 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  vacancy,  in  the  case  pat,  DOft 
continue,  however  ruinous  the  consequences  may  Uto^ 
public.  Cases  of  this  character  might  be  easily  muluplJcd; 
and  it  would  seem  to  be  highly  desirable  to  avcod  a  coO' 
struction  which  would  produce  effects  so  exteosivdy  pa* 
nicious^  if  it  can  be  done  with  a  just  respect  to  the  hO' 
guage  of  the  constitution. 

Now,  if  we  interpret  the  word  *«  happen**  as  being  m«i»" 
ly  equivalent  to  <<  happen  to  exist,"  as  I  think  we  may  le- 
gitimately do,  then  all  vacancies^  which  from  any  casQailJ 
happen  to  exist  at  a  time  when  the  Senate  cannot  be  con* 
suited  as  to  filling  them,  may  be  temporarily  filled  by  lbs 
President,  and  the  whole  purpose  of  the  constitutioa  n 
completely  accomplished.  The  casualty  which  has  pff* 
vented  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate,  may  be  »ich  ai  u 
the  case  hypothetically  stated  above.  It  may  arias  {roa 
various  other  causes:  the  sudden  dissolution  of  that  body 
by  some  convulsion  of  nsture;  the  falling  of  the  building  tf 
which  they  hold  their  sesiions ;  a  audden  and  desu«ctif« 
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pastilMice  dimbliog  or  destroyint  a  qaomm  of  that  body ; 
sneh  an  invasion  of  the  enemy  aa  renders  their  reassemblage 
elaewhare  impracticabie  or  inexpedient,  and  a  thousand 
other  causes  which  cannot  be  foreseen.  It  may  arise,  too, 
from  rejecting  a  nomination  by  the  President  in  the  last 
hoar  of  their  session,  aod  inadyertently  rising  before  any 
nomination  can  be  made.  In  all  tliese  cases  there  is  no 
guilt  either  on  the  part  of  the  8«nate  or  of  the  President. 
But  by  some  casualty  the  vacancy  happens  to  continue 
and  to  exist  in  the  recess:  and  the  public  good,  nay,  even 
the  aafety  of  the  nation,  may  require  it  forthwith  to  be  filled. 
Looking  to  the  reason  of  the  case,  why  should  not  the 
President  have  the  power  to  fill  it  1  In  reason,  it  seems  to 
me  perfectly  immaterial  when  the  vacancy  first  arose;  for 
whether  it  arose  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  or  during 
their  recess,  it  equally  requires  to  be  filled.  The  constitu- 
tion does  not  look  to  the  moment  of  the  origin  of  the  va- 
cancy, but  to  the  state  of  things  at  the  point  of  time  at  which 
the  President  is  called  on  to  act.  Is  the  Senate  in  session  1 
then  be  roust  make  a  nomination  to  that  body.  Is  it  in 
recess  ?  then  the  President  must  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  tem- 
porary commission. 

This  seems  to  me  the  only  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  is  compatible  with  its  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  ofiQprs  no  violence  to  its  l&n*- 
guage;  and  these,  I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to 
which  all  sound  construction  looks. 

The  opposite  construction  is,  perhaps,  more  strictly  con- 
sonant with  the  mere  letter,  fiut  it  overlooks  the  spirit, 
reason,  and  purpose;  and,  like  all  constructions  merely  lit- 
eral, its  tendency  is  to  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  of 
the  instrument,  and  so  produce  the  most  embarrassing  in- 
conveniences. 

The  construction  which  I  prefer  is  perfectly  innocent. 
It  cannot  possibly  produce  mischief  without  imputing  to 
the  President  a  degree  of  turpitude  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  character  which  his  office  implies,  as  well  as  with 
the  high  responsibility  and  short  tenure  annexed  to  that 
office;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  insures  to  the  public  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  to  which  the  coustitution  so 
sedulously  looks,  that  the  offices,  connected  with  their 
peace  and,  safety,  be  regularly  filled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  *    WM.   WIRT. 

The  pRLsiDEKT  of  the  Vnifed  Slates. 


NATIONAL  BANK. 

JUemorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  fur  the  establish- 
meni  of  a  National  Bank.     September  12,  1837,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

To  the  Senaie  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce respectfully  represents: 

That  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  currency,  and  the 
consequent  depressed  state  of  the  commercial  and  other 
^re*at  interests  of  tlie  country,  have  induced  your  memo- 
rialists to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  re- 
sult, with  the  view  of  ascertaining  such  remedial  measures 
mn  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  apply ;  with  a 
fir  Ai  reliance  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  will  insure  that  mature  considera- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  and  will  induce  such  action 
as  will  relieve  our  country  from  the  unprecedented  embar- 
raswment  under  which  it  now  suffers. 

Id  submitting  the  views  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  I^ew  Orleans  on  the  subject,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  take 
m  retrospective  view  of  the  condition  of  this  country  daring 
tti«  existence  of  the  late  National  Bank,  and  also  of  its 


condition  since  the  extinction  of  said  bank  under  the  State 
bank  system. 

During  the  former  period,  the  prudential  course  of  pol- 
icy pursued  by  that  institution  preserved  the  great  interests 
of  the  country  generally  in  a  sound  and  healthful  state; 
property  had  a  gradual  and  natural  upward  tendency ;  ag- 
riculture, manufactures,  and  commerce  were  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition ;  extravagant  speculations  were  rarely  entered 
into,  or,  if  entered  into,  were  speedily  checked  by  tbA 
wholesome  restrictive  power  judiciously  exercised  by  the 
bank  ;  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  proportionate  with 
the  natural  demand  consequent  on  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  wealth ;  the  national  revenues,  increasing  from 
the  same  causes,  were  collected  and  disbursed  throughout 
our  extended  territory  without  expense  and  without  loss. 

Among  other  advantages  thai  experience  has  proven  were 
derived  from  this  institution,  the  following  may  be  adduced  : 

let.  Its  circulation  had  such  universal  confidence  that  it 
could  be,  and  was,  rendered  practically  useful  for  all  com- 
mercial and  domestic  purposes,  from  one  extreme  of  the 
Union  to  the  other,  at  its  nominal  value,  without  any  dis- 
count whatever. 

2d.  It  regulated,  on  safe  and  equitable  principles,  the 
course  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchanges ;  by  the  former, 
the  people  were  enabled  to  transmit  funds  from  one  dis- 
tant place  to  another  at  a  reasonable  charge ;  and,  by  the 
latter,  it  checked  the  export  of  the  precious  metals,  when 
the  rite  of  premium,  owing  to  large  importations  of  foreign 
merchandise,  or  other  causes,  was  advancing  so  as  to  tempt 
their  exportation. 

3d.  Its  discounts  of  local  business  paper  were  generally 
fully  adequate  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  community  ; 
and  its  aid,  in  this  respect,  was  often  interposed  when  the 
then  comparatively  few  State  banks  were  unable  to  give 
the  needful  assistance. 

4th.  Its  vast  means,  in  consequence  of  the  universal 
confidence  in  its  emissions,  enabled  it  to  expand  during 
those  periods  of  commercial  pressure  that  are  unavoidable, 
and  that  cause  a  rapid  contraction  of  the  means  of  local  baii  k$, 
at  the  time  their  aid  is  most  required  by  the  community. 

5th.  It  exercised  a  wholesome  check  on  the  emissions 
of  the  State  banks,  whenever  these  emissions  were  exces- 
sive, and  were  tending  to  introduce  a  spirit  of  dangerous 
speculation. 

6th.  Pending  the  existence  of  the  National  Bank,  man- 
ufactures of  all  kinds,  raw  produce,  dec,  generally  bore  a 
value  about  commensurate  with  the  proportion  of  supply 
and  consiimption ;  consequently,  investments  made  therein 
were  comparatively  safe  to  the  parties  concerned,  and, 
therefore,  to  the  public  at  large. 

In  the  year  1830  the  opinion  generally  obtained  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  re- 
newed, and,  in  1832,  the  veto  of  the  President  confirmed 
that  opinion :  measures  were  then  taken  by  Government  to 
increase  the  metallic  circulation,  by  augmenting  the  value 
of  gold  beyond  the  standard  adopted  by  other  nations.  In 
consequence  of  these  steps  the  public  mind  was  directed, 
with  intense  interest,  to  the  course  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  pursue,  in  order  to  supply  the  diminished  facilities 
that  would  result  from  the  extinction  of  the  National  Bank. 
A  new  impetus  was  given  to  the  creation  of  State  banks, 
until  their  number  was  hicreased  from  329,  in  1830,  to 
823,  in  1837,  making  an  additional  number  of  494;  while 
from  1816  to  1830,  a  period  of  fourteen  year^,  the  increase 
had  been  only  83. 

The  State  banks,  relieved  from  the  restraining  power  so 
judiciously  exercised  by  the  National  Bank,  accorded  un- 
reasonable and  indiscriminate  credits,  and  Increased  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  country  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars ;  a  feverish  impulse  was  given  to  all 
classes  of  society ;  an  unnatural  rise  occurred  in  all  species 
of  property  ;  the  aales  of  public  lands  were  increased  from 
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$2,800,000»  in  1830,  to  $24,500,000  in  1886;  an  entire 
derangement  of  the  currency,  at  well  as  of  the  counes  of 
foreign  and  domeitic  exchangee,  ensued,  until  finally;  at 
the  close  of  1836  and  early  in  1837,  the  banks  of  Europe, 
finding  a  great  diminution  of  the  precious  meuls  in  their 
vaults,  principally  caused  by  the  influence  of  the  «  gold 
bill"  and  the  ••Treasury  circular,"  began  to  direct  re- 
strictive measures  against  those  who  were,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  this  country. 

When  this  retftiictive  policy  was  made  known  in  the 
United  States,  uneasiness  and  alarm  exercised  their  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  the  community,  and  as  all  subse- 
quent intelligence  from  Europe  only  tended  to  increase  this 
alarm,  the  Bute  banks,  throughout  the  country,  became 
panic-struck,  and  commenced  a  course  of  curtailment, 
thereby  rapidly  reducing  the  value  of  property  of  all  de- 
scriptions, and  depriving  their  debtors  of  the  means  of 
meeting  promptly  their  engagemenU ;  engagements  which 
had  been  induced  by  the  indiscreet  prodigality  of  these 
very  banks  themselves,  and  who  were  finally,  with  a  few 
isolated  exceptions,  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay  mente. 

Your  memorialists,  in  illustration  of  their  views,  re- 
spectfully submit  a  statement  df  the  rates  of  domestic  and 
foreign  exchanges  at  New  Orleans,  during  the  ten  years 
preceding  the  expiration  of  the  charUr  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  which  rule  at  the  present  time, 
and  a  statement  of  the  rates  of  discount  on  State  bank 
paper  other  than  that  of  Louisiana,  with  the  rates  of  pre- 
mium on  United  States  Bank  notes ;  they  have  also  added 
a  comparative  view  of  the  rise  in  the  value  of  property 
during  the  existence  of  the  national  bank  and  since  its  ex- 
tinction. 
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The  foregoing  facts  aeem  to  your  memorialisu  to  demon- 
atrate  clearly—- 

1st.  That  the  State  banks  without  the  control  of  a  Na- 
tional  Bank,  are  incapable  of  sustaining  a  well-regulatid 
currency,  and  of  furnishing  a  medium  of  negotiating  tba 
foreign  and  domestic  exchanges  of  the  oountiy;  andn- 
perience  has,  besides,  shown  their  utter  inability  to  perform 
the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  coUectioD  and  disbune- 
ment  of  the  Government  revenues. 

2d.  That  the  want  of  a  national  and  uniform  euTTeney  is 
most  severely  felt  by  all  classes  of  the  commaDity,  and 
bears  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  poor,  by  incroMingihe 
cost  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  while  the  lo«  atteoding 
the  transmission  of  funds  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to 
another,  is  most  oppressive  on  the  internal  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  the  country. 

8<1.  That  an  uncontrolled  system  of  banking,  by  giving 
an  unnatural  and  most  artificial  value  to  property,  produce, 
and  manufactures,  operates  most  unfavorably  on  the  bappi- 
ness  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Your  memorialists,  afVer  the  most  mature  consideration, 
and  guided  in  forming  their  opinion  by  long  experience, 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  importance  of  establishing  without  delay  a 
National  Bank,  with  branchen,  in  the  basiR  of  the  chartrr 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  such  roo^- 
ficationa  and  restrictions  as  the  wisdom  and  experience 
of  the  enlightened  representatives  of  the  nation  may  sug- 
gest ;  the  early  action  of  Congress  being  more  important,  in 
order  that  the  banks  throughout  the  Union  may  tpecdjiy 
be  enabled  to  resume  specie  payments,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  memorialists,  cannot  be  effected  until  a  Xa- 
tional  Bank  is  established. 

In  submitting  this  memorial  and  its  important  object  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  your  memorialists  beg  Ifare 
further  to  state,  that  they  have  beon  impelled  to  address  joa 
in  consequence  of  the  intimate  and  important  connexion 
between  the  commercial  interests  of  New  Orleans  and  the 
agricultural  interests  of  more  than  half  the  States  of  the 
Union,  a  moiety  of  the  whole  exports  of  the  domeAic  pro- 
duce of  the  United  Sutes  beirig  shipped  from  thiscitj ;  tbe 
deep  interest  they  therefore  feel  in  the  adoption  of  a  meas- 
ure by  which  the  exchangee  of  the  country  may,  st  all 
times,  be  negotiated  on  terms  favorable  to  the  agricollurai 
interests,  on  the  prosperity  of  which  our  city  is  so  depend- 
ent, induces  them  to  believe  that  their  prayer  will  he 
favorably  received ;  and  they,  as  in  duty  bound,  vill  ever 
pray,  Ac. 

SAMUEL  J.   PETERS,  Praident. 


NATIONAL  BANK. 


Mtmorinl  of  S,S&b  merchants  and  traders  of  tkt  citij  of 
New  York,  for  ike  creation  of  **a  Specie-paying  >'?■ 
tional  Institution.*'  September  28,  1837,  ready  ovd 
laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  fionorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreientaiii'* 
of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

'J'hc  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants  nod  tndr'> 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  rt- 
speclfully  represents: 

That,  in  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  embarrseed  I? 
no  great  political  struggles,  surrouDcled  by  all  tbe  elemeoti 
of  prosperity,  we  find  our  country  involved  in  finsomi 
ruin ;  the  band  of  industry  arrested ;  all  harmony  and  con- 
cert in  our  monetary  operations  destroyed  ;  all  interchangef 
of  property  impeded;  all  internal  exchanges  embarrassed, 
and  the  whole  nation  forced  to  the  desperate  resort  of » 
suspension  of  specie  payments.      Thus  are  contracts  rra- 
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derad  iniaeure,  pablic  and  private  faith  violated,  the  value 
of  property  unsettled,  and  the  people  exposed  to  the  impo- 
dtioD  of  uncontrolled  irauea  of  irredeemable  Slate  bank 
notes.  Id  addition  to  these  disasters,  new  enterprises, 
which  would  furnish  profitable  employment  to  the  laborer, 
the  mechanic,  and  (he  agriculturist,  are  prevented ;  and, 
in  fine,  general  confidence,  which,  judiciously  guided  and 
controlled,  is  the  safe  basis  of  agricultural  and  commercial 
prosperity,  annihilated. 

Your  memorialists  confidently  avow  the  belief,  that  the 
only  remedy  for  these  accumulated  evils  is  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  your  honorable  bodies;  that  it  exists  in  the 
creation  of  a  specie-paying  national  institution,  obligated 
to  perform  such  fiscal  duties  as  may  be  required  by  Govern- 
ment, and  whose  energies  and  reeources  shall  chiefly  be 
directed  to  the  collection  of  moneys,  and  furnishing  of 
drafts  on  all  parU  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  effect  an 
equalization  of  exchanges  throughout  the  country.  Such 
an  institution,  by  extending  its  prosperous  influences  to 
the  threshold  of  every  citizen,  would,  your  memorialists 
believe,  prove  a  naiional  blessing. 

In  the  creation  of  such  an  institution,  two  great  objects, 
intimately  connected  with  the  well-being  of  the  nation, 
would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  memorialists,  be  at- 
tained : 

I.  A  resumption  of  specie  payments,  without  which  no 
safe  standard  of  value  can  exist 

3.  An  equalization,  so  far  as  practicable,  of  the  exchan- 
ges of  the  United  Sutes. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to  organize  such  an 
institution,  no  doubt,  it  is  presumed,  can  now  bo  enter- 
tained. It  was  exercised  during  the  administration  of 
Washington,  and  has  received  in  some  form,  more  or  less 
direct,  the  sanction  of  all  his  successors. 

Your  memorialists  accordingly  request  that  Congress 
wiU  create  such  en  institution  as  is  herein  suggested,  by 
which  great  advantages  will  be  conferred  on  the  country, 
while  the  lights  of  the  General  Government  and  of  the 
SlaC«8  may  at  the  same  time  be  scrupulously  protected  from 
encroachment  and  injury. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray. 
Nkw  Yomk,  September  18,  1837. 


MODE    OF   COLLECTING   THE   REVENUE   IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE. 

September  14,  1837,  mbmilied  by  the  chairman  of  tfu 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  

Mode  in  which  the  revenues  of  Great  Britain  are  carried 
into  the  Exchequer, 

The  public  revenue  of  Great  Britain  is  gathered  from 
the  people  by  a  class  of  officers  termed  collectors,  except 
the  stamp  duties,  which  are  collected  by  distributors  of 
stamps. 

The  money  when  so  collected  is  paid  over  to  a  superior 
class  of  ofliccrs  called  receivers  general,  by  whom  it  is  paid 
into  the  Exchequer. 

The  oflice  of  receiver  general  is  one  of  high  antiquity, 
and  is  recognised  as  being  in  existence  by  many  ancient 
statutes.  Originally  it  probably  designated  the  receivers  of 
the  Crown  rents  and  feudal  charges,  which  constituted  so 
great  a  portion  of  the  ancient  royal  revenue.  Until  the 
Commonwealth,  the  revenues  arising  from  subsidies,  ship 
njoncy,  Ac,  were  collected  by  the  sherifis  of  the  several 
p^Unties;  but  since  the  restoration,  most  of  the  paynients 
into  the  Exchequer  have  been  made  through  the  receivers 
fffaeral.  At  present  there  are  receivers  general  for  each 
^'"tinct  bivnch  of  the  royal  revenue. 


For  the  land  tax,  there  is  one  who  Is  stationed  at  Lon- 
don, to  whom  the  collectors  of  this  branch  pay  or  remit 
the  sums  collected  at  specific  periods. 

For  the  aueued  taxes,  excise,  ^c,  there  are  fifty  for 
England,  and  one  for  Scotland.  I'be  receivers  general  of 
aisessed  taxes  in  England,  have  each  a  distinct  district  of 
country  allotted  to  them,  and  make  their  paymenUinto  the 
Exchequer  at  stated  periods,  from  weekly  to  monthly,  ac- 
cording to  the  distance  from  fjondon  and  their  average 
amount  of  receipts.  The  term  is  genet  ally  about  every 
20  days.  The  remittances  are,  for  the  most  part,  through' 
private  bankers,  excepting  where  the  Bank  of  England 
has  recently  established  branches  in  near  and  convenient 
situations. 

For  the  stamp  duties,  there  is  one  receiver  general  for 
England  and  one  for  Scotland.  The  distributors  in  Eng- 
land remit  monthly  to  the  receiver  general,  generally  in  bills 
of  exchange  running  from  15  to  30  days.  In  Scotland  the 
distributors  remit  weekly  to  the  receiver  general  at  Edin- 
burgh, who  remits  by  bills  of  eqcchange  to  the  Bank  of 
England  alternately  through  the  six  principal  private  bank- 
ing establishments  in  that  city,  throe  of  them  being  joint- 
stock  companies. 

For  the  custorns,  there  is  one  receiver  general  at  Lon- 
don, who  is  bound  to  pay  his  receipts  in  money,  drafts, 
bills  of  exchange,  dec,  daily  into  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

These  amounts  are  paid  into  the  Exchequer  weekly  for 
each  receiver,  in  the  following  manner,  thoufrh  for  this  and 
other  payments  three  bank  clerks  attend  daily  at  the  Ex- 
chequer. The  bank  writes  off  the  amount  of  the  weekly 
payments  in  cash,  which  is  expressed  in  a  bank  note  drawn 
in  a  form  prescribed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury ;  which  note,  duly  signed  by  tlie  ofllicers  of  the 
bank,  is  delivered  to  the  receiver  general  or  his  clerk,  duly 
authorized,  by  whom  it  is  paid  into  the  Exchequer  as  so 
much  cash.  It  is  expressly  provided  by  law  that  this  note 
shall  be  received  at  the  Exchequer  as  cash. 

The  receiver,  upon  such  payment,  is  discharged  for  the 
amount  so  paid,  and  the  bank  made  liable,  and  the  sums 
thus  made  available  for  the  public  service — the  note  being 
evidence  of  the  possession  of  so  much  public  money  by  the 
bank,  or  rather  being  so  much  money  itself — ^the  forms  of 
the  Exchequer  being  satisfied  by  the  placing  the  note  re- 
ceived from  the  bank  in  the  chest,  under  lock  and  key  of 
the  Treasury  oflicers. 

The  coHectorB  of  the  customs  and  of  the  assessed  taxes 
are  specially  authorized  and  instructed  to  make  various  pay- 
ments out  of  the  moneys  received  by  them  to  pensioners, 
oflScers  on  half  pay  residing  in  their  neighborhood,  local 
militia,  and  other  public  charges.  The  vouchers  for  such 
payments  are  probably  received  and  passed  to  their  credit  as 
so  much  cash  :  so  in  the  colonies  the  collectors  pay  over  to 
the  military  che^t,  or  paymasters  of  the  army  on  the  spot, 
and  their  receipts  are  vouchers  for  the  payment,  with  the 
previous  instructions. 

Statutes  in  which  receivers  are  referred  to  as  existing 
officers : 

Stat,  de  Saccano,  61  H.  3;  Westminister  2d,  13  K.  1 : 
34  &  35  H.  8 ;  7  E.  6;  13  Lliz.  (See  special  report  and 
evidence,  A.  D.  1831—3.) 

Other  payments  are  made  daily  by  various  persona  at  the 
Exchequer,  and  in  coin  or  Bank  of  England  notes,  which 
are  now  by  law  money  iUelf— heiog  a  tender  fur  all  public 
and  private  dues,  except  by  the  bank  itself. 

The  three  bank  clerks  take  the  money  through  the  day, 
and  on  a  wastebook  the  tellers  charge  it  to  them,  and  cause 
proper*  receipts  to  be  given  by  the  proper  ofificers  to  those 
who  pay  it  in. 

Through  the  day  the  tellers  give  a  minute  to  the  bank 
clerks  of  the  sums  daily  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
which  those  clerks  pay  out  on  the  spot  from  tlie  money  they 
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he^  brought  with  them  in  the  morning  from  the  henk, 
with  the  chtrge  they  keep  in  their  own  privete  chest,  in 
the  Eicbeqaer.  After  2  o'clock  the  receipts  and  peymente 
of  the  day  are  balanced,  and  if  the  bank  clerks  have  re- 
ceived  more  than  they  have  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  they  pay  over  the  Iwlance  on  the  spot,  and  it  ii$ 
put  in  the  proper  iron  chest  of  the  Exchequer. 

ff  they  have  paid  out  more,  the  iron  Exchequer  chest  ie 
opened,  and  the  balance  paid  on  the  spot  to  the  bank 
clerks. 

The  local  collectors  sometimes  take  bank  notes  of  the 
joint-stock  companies,  and  of  private  bankers,  but  they 
have  to  remit  funds  which  are  equivalent  to  specie,  or  are 
a  Ugal  tender ,-  and  to  do  it  weekly  or  semi-monthly,  or 
monthly,  as  the  distance  and  amount  may  require. 

MkU  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  transferring  public 
money  in  France. 

1st.  Collected  by  local  o0icers  for  diflerent  kind  of  taxes, 
and  in  specie  or  Government  diafts  of  various  kindit;  which 
are  deemed  equivalent,  and  are  kept  in  cheats  till  paid  out 
to  creditors,  or  paid  over  to  the  local  paymasters  and  re- 
ceivers. 

2d.  Kept.  It  is  mostly  paid  over  to  public  officers  and 
creditors  on  the  spot  or  near,  under  previous  instructions 
or  special  orders  and  drafts,  e.  g. — to  pensioners ;  to 
holders  of  stock  for  interest;  to  paymr^sters  of  army  or 
navy,  &c. 

3d.  Transferred.  The  residue  is  remitted  to  Paris  under 
direction  of  an  officer,  who  superintends  the  movement  of 
the  funds,  or  what  we  call  transfers,  and  is  there  kept  in 
Exchequer  chests ;  and  it  is  done  by  conveying  it  in  coin 
and  drafts,  or  by  bills  of  exchange. 

This  is  accomplished  through  the  receivers  general,  who 
gathefup  and  remit  all  not  paid  out  in  the  several  provinces 
or  departments,  by  the  collectors,  paymasters,  dtc. 

M'hat  is  wanted  in  the  deficient  provinces,  is  then  remit- 
ted from  Paris,  if  not  sent  across  the  country  from  the  over- 
redundant  provinces  by  bills  of  exchange. 

A. — Both  in  France  and  England  the  national  debts  are 
so  large  that  the  balances  on  hand  at  any  one  time  are 
small. 

B. — There  is  no  authorized  deposite  in  any  bank,  it  is 
believed  ;  but  if  done  in  local  banks,  or  in  Bank  of  France, 
it  is  a  private  arrangement. 


GRAIN   IMPORTED   WITHIN  THE    LAST 
,  TWELVE  YEARS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shotving  the 
quantity  of  grain  imported  within  the  last  twelve  years  ,- 
in  compUanu  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre-' 
aenttdives  of  the  19/A  ultimo.  October  7,  1887,  read, 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Trbasubt  Depahtmeht,  October  6,  1837. 
8i  n  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep  • 
resentafives  of  the  1 9th  ultimp,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  furnish  a  statement  of  '*  how  many  bushels 
of  corn,  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  other  hread-etuflfs, 
have  been,  during  the  last  twelve  years,  imported  from  for- 
eign countries  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  distin- 
guishing the  several  ports,"  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  a  report  and  statement,  prepared  by  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  which  contain  the  information  called  for, 
as  far  as  the  returns  on  file  in  his  office  enable  him  to  com- 
ply with  the  resolution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Potic, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


TkSASVBT  DBFlBTXtVT, 

Register's  Office,  October  5, 1887. 

Sra:  Herewith  is  transmitted  a  statement  exhibiting  tk« 
quantities  and  values  of  grain  and  bread-stuftimpaitadinto 
the  United  States  annually,  from  1821  to  the  30th  of  Jane, 
1837,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  reaohition  of  theUovas 
of  Representatives  of  the  19lh  of  September  Itst  At  the 
importations  of  these  articles  were  very  limited  previoai  to 
the  year  1835,  and  the  details  previous  to  1833,  from  irbich 
statement  No.  8  has  been  collated,  were  destroyed  in  the 
late  Treasury  building,  the  quantities  imported  into  the 
respective  porU  are  stated  for  the  years  1835, 1836,  and 
nine  months  of  the  year  1837. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  barley,  rye,  dec  which 
may  have  been  imported  into  New  York  during  the  yeera 
1538,  '6,  and  *7,  are  not  included  in  statement  No.  3,  the 
returns  from  that  port  not  specifying  those  items. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  8;reat  respect,  air,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

T.  L.  BHITH. 

Hon.  Levi  Wooububt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  1. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  wheal 
four,  wheat,  and  oats,  imported  into  the  Umted  Siatei 
from  ist  October,  1824,  to  9eth  June,  1837. 


Year  ending  30th  Sept.,    1825 
Do.               do.         1826 
Do.               do,        1827 
Do.               do.         1828 
Do.                do.         1829 
Do.               do.         1830 
Do.                do.         1831 
Do.                do.         1832 
Do.                do.         1833 
Do.                do.         1834 
Do.                do.         1835 
Do.                do.         1836 

From  Ut  Oct.  1836,  to 
30th  Jnne    -            -    1837 

n 

I 

0 

c 

(266 

82 

91 

12 

339 

599 

%   14 

29 

110 

81 

69,976 

62,841 

78;741 

1,065 

8,448 

l,06i 

852 

268 

422 

620 

1,168 

1,600 

1,225 

238,760 

583,898 

3,560,490 

Bl 

i 

00       «o  ^  CO  A  ^  en  M  Oi  00  o  o  o« 

f 

a 

9 

m 

Oi         CO  ifwoi  -^  00  GO  09  ^  ^  M  «0^ 

S    SSgo2SS§5S2S 

g 

Tbka«I7bt  Depibtmxnt, 

Register's  Office,  October  6,  1837. 

T.  L.  BMITH,  Ri^er. 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  Seaioii's  Regi$Ur. 


175 


(xTcun  imported  within  the  last  twelve  years. 


[25th  Coiro.  Ut  Sess. 


No.  2. 
Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  wheat 
flour t  wheats  and  oats,  imported  into  tfie  United  States 
from  the  Ut  day  4kf  October,  1884,  to  the  SOth  of  June 
1837. 


fl^OfiTVPtltM. 


1835 


Wheat  Ftotm. 

T 


ddy 

B^th    . 

TfTTOnsm 

Fn»vjdvnca  - 
K*w  York  - 
CI»in|iL«lD  - 
Cap*  ria»m 


Dhtoii 
FbilftdelphU. 

OeocfelQWD,  D.C 
fvircnnumak 


TotM   * 


C^t.    V*|ii«. 


2 
3S7 

4*782 
1B,631 

39? 


Mi307 


IS3G, 


Cvn.    Value. 


1358 


4 

2,4'il 

-(«,44^ 
e.43S 


i»^>7a 


147 


717 


7^7 

1^ 

7,714 
1009 

ecu 


529 
1,440 

36 
J 

2i^ 


tae 


2,439 


2/16© 

1,99© 

7^ 

7Jfl 

48 

20.e^ 


3,6« 


**ce 


ai367    62^ 


1837. 


Cwt. 


34 


1,990 

16 

28 

10,709 

459 

364 

1,307 

91 

5,258 
254 
300 


346 


21,999 


Value. 


#191 
24 

9454 
60 
120 


1,653 

1,923 

5,906 

819 

466 

15,223 

862 

967 


907 

1,152 
1,615 


STATEMENT  No.  2.— ConUnued. 


Impoktbd  niTa 


PiMMinaquoddy. 

BelfSut. 
Veraont' 


Pnrridence. 

New  York 

Champlaia 

Cape  Vincent 

Oawegmebie 

NUnrm  • 

Sacfceu^  Hutor 

BofEUo    • 

Oswego  . 

Oenesee* 

Cuymhon, 

Sandosiy 

Detroit    - 

PhUadelphU 

BaJtimore 

O  ec»i|^etown,D.C 

Richutond 

Pecenburg 

Charlevion. 

Key  Wtn. 

Mobile. 

KewOrlMUf. 


WuExr. 


1835. 


Bui.    Value. 


346 


2,570 

•*^ 

1,275 

666 

603 

ia064 

101,681 

^96,636 

26 

3,687 

4 


1351 


2,291 

14,497 

62 

1,062 

497 
10,210 


994 
8,518 

164,446 

15,854 

T4I 


25 

2,2-24 

2 

8 


Total  •  p38,769  198,647  583,898  493,159 


Bun.    Value. 


Bushela.     Value. 


3,707 

683 

18,681 

76,829 

100,224 


•994 
7,289 

137,401 
16,781 
113 
29,506 
3,694 
683 
13,320 
81,678 
60,868 


4,326 
22,210 
128,397 


3,812 
22,291 


94,839 


1837. 


6,313 
47,034 

1,964,943 
30,516 
1,258 
4,032 
4,499 
1,986 

96|722 
1^,810 


1,380 

139,713 

1,067,260 

7,427 

24  289 


r,943 
blfiOSl 

2/)67,-213 

4(^823 

1,268 

3439 

1,490 

8,043 

16,712 

115,460 

151,727 


1,292 

162,246 

1,094,648 

7,013 

39,118 

23,615 


3,560,490   3,775,806 


STATEMENT  No.  2.— Continued. 

OAxa. 

IxiroftTsn  XHTO. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

But. 

Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bui. 

Value. 

Baih 

21 

•3 

136 
s;812 

•56 

780 

6 
487 

^1 

STATEMENT  No.  2.  Continued. 


Oats.— Continued. 

ImPOSTBD  IMTO. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

Bua. 

Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bua. 

Value. 

Vtrnkini 
Bcmoa 
ProviFJedC^. 
New  York     ^ 
ClUEii  plain     ' 

Ni3^ar* 

Satketi'j  HftHor      . 

Oswego 
OetiL4pe 

Sanduity 

PhildUflptiio  - 

GearsfioWQ,  D.C. 
RlchnunJ. 

Pett^nbui^'. 

K«^  WMt 

Mobile 
New  Oikanj 

79 
1,443 

2,073 
1,624 

56 
7 

27 

401 
1,722 

8 

25 

852 
517 

15 
3 

*  7 

130 
432 

2 

715 

77,170 

37,802 

147 

167 

593 

3,606 

750 

4,019 

22,627 

6,530 

zo 
3,424 

64 

215 
34,598 

16,124 
41 
48 
160 
1,102 
234 

im 

5,727 
1,495 

295 

22 

1,389 

30 

54 
2,663 

&47 
119 

170 
72 

158 
64 
112 

163 
101 
44 

263 

24 
1,323 

239 
52 

59 

22 

64 
18 
128 

79 
115 
64 

136 

Total   - 

7,460 

2,421 

161,562 

63,346 

4,963 

2,639 

78,742 


TbCASURT  DvPAmTMBNT, 

Register's  Office,  October  2,  1837. 

T.  L.  SMITH,   Register. 

No.  3. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  rye,  bar- 
ky, com,  and  other  grain,  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  let  October,  1834,  to  30M  June,  1887. 


Rtb. 

iMPOmTBD  INTO. 

1836. 

1836. 

1837. 

Buah. 

Value. 

Bush. 

Value. 

Bushels. 

Value. 

P»SHniiiquoddy 

Veriflom 

Chininliin- 

S41  fe«i'3  H»rth>f 

BuCTiilo. 

Ofwefo 

Bf«icni 

PhNa-ielphij 

BBliJmDrv 

7 

•10 

237 

•142 

3,830 

400 
2,512 

18,911 
116,435 

•2,300 

300 
1,903 

37.226 

Total    ■ 

7 

10 

237 

142 

202,289 

123,549 

BARLEY. 


. 

316 

126 

Vermont. 

Champlaia    . 

7 

3 

16 

12 

Oflwegatchle  • 

22 

11 

614 

386 

NIanra 

Sackeu's  Harbor      • 

*•€ 

78 
1,330 

2,966 

1,288 

BuffUo 

1,690 

^ 

1,388 

678 

Oswego 

15,187 

5,629 

6,499 

8>109 

Oeneeee 

1,;76 

717 

Detroit. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

316 

•190 

430 

260 

Baltimore. 

Alexandria. 

KejWest. 

Total   . 

316 

190 

22^ 

8^)4 

11^ 

S^ 

176 


APPENDIX— To  GaUi  Sf  Seatan's  Register. 


S5thCo]io.  IstBKSfl.] 


Mexican  Affain 


STATEMENT  No.  3— Continued. 


Corn. 

Impobtsd  into. 

1635. 

1836. 

1837. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bus.  Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Fkaaamaquoddy. 
Vermont 
Champlaln. 
Otwegatchie. 

SacKu's  Harbor      • 

BufTalo. 

Oswegn. 

Genesee. 

Detroit 

Bonon. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 

Alexandria. 

Key  WeK      . 

25 

2,400 
128 

#30 

2,636 
141 

72 

359 

4,213 

6 

80 

402 

4,718 

9 

63 

3,759 
.  31 

69 

3,759 
31 

Toul  - 

2^ 

•i,870 

4,650 

5,209 

3^ 

Z^ 

OTHER  GRAIN  AND  MEAL. 

Vermont 
Champlaln    -v 
Oswegatchie. 

Saclett'8  HtrtXJT. 

Buffalo 

Oswego 

OensMe. 

Detroit. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 

Alexandria    • 

Key  Weft     - 

• 

15 
2 

'8 

• 

67 
5,993 

1,774 
4,000 

237 
2,87^ 

- 

3 
192 

9 

Toul  . 

• 

25 

- 

14,933 

204 

TmSASITHT  DXFARTXIKT, 

Register's  Office^  October  e,  1887 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register, 


MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

Correspondence  between  the  Department  of  State  and  the 
Mexican  minister,  aeeompanying  the  President's  mes^ 
sage  at  the  opening  of  Congress, 

LIST  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  Gorortiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  14th  May,  1886.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Gorostisa  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  34th  May,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostica,  37th  May,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  9th  July,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Oorostiza,  13th  July,  1S36. 

Mr.  GoTOsliza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  31st  July,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  36th  July,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Gaines,  37th  July,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  38th  July,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  let  August,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  3(1  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  4th  August,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  4th  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  10th  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  33d  August,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  16th,  August,  1836. 


Trani- 
Tnn*. 


Mr.  Sanders  to  Mr.  Dickins,  5th  August,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  31st  August,  1836.  Traiu. 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  Slst  August,  18S6. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  36th  Aug.,  1836.   Trus- 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  Slst  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  3d  Sept.,  1836.    Truu- 

lation. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  9th  Sept,  1836.    Tmts- 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  16th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  30th  August,  1886. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  lOth  Sept.,  1836. 

lation. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Foray th,  13th  Sept,  1836. 

lation. 

Mr.  Price  to  Mr.  Morcado,  1st  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Swartwout  to  the  same,  8th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Martinez  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  10th  Feb.,  1836.  Tnoi- 

lation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  20th  September,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  17th  September,  1636. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  18th  Sept,  1836.    Trans- 

lation. 
Memorandum,  33d  September,  1836. 
Abstract  of  letters  from  the  President  U.  S.  to  Gen.  Gtino. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  23d  Sept,  1836.    Trioi- 

lation. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  27th  Sept.,  1886.    Tiui- 

lation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  28th  September,  1636. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  Ist  October,  1836.  Tnni- 

lation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  13th  October,  1886. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,    15th  Oct.,  1836.    Tnai- 

laiion. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  30th  October,  1836. 

Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 
[TranslaUon.] 

Wasbiitgtox,  May  14,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  mlmilti 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  R«:public,  received  it  three 
o'clock  yosterday  evening,  the  note  which  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  of  these  United  States  did  him  the  hoaor  to  ad- 
dress to  him  on  the  10th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  day 
preceding.  The  undersigned  has  made  himself  acqniin^^^ 
with  its  contents,  and  he,  in  consequence,  submits  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  present  explanations,  which  be  coo- 
sidcrs  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  completely  and  dfiHy 
exhibiting  thi5  motive  which  guided  him  on  this  oeamh 
as  also  the  precise  nature  of  the  terms  by  which  IfionsA 
to  express  his  protest. 

The  undersigned,  in  fact,  does  not  perceive  (pei^tp* 
from  want  of  comprehension  on  his  part)  the  value  of  the 
difference  noticed  by  the  American  Government,  beiveen 
not  authorizing  General  Gaines  to  go  to  Nacogdoches,  lod 
ordering  him  not  to  advance  beyond  Nacogdocbst.  The 
undersigned,  on  the  contrary,  conceives  that  it  would  not 
have  been  judged  necessary  to  warn  that  GenersI  that  he 
is  not  to  pass  beyond  a  certain  determined  point,  unleM 
he  had  been  already  supposed  to  have  (he  power  of  ad- 
vancing to  that  point.  Nor  can  the  undersigned  admit 
the  doctrine,  that  the  troops  of  a  friendly  Power  are  autho- 
rized to  enter  of  their  own  accord  upon  the  territory  of  a 
neighboring  Power,  however  benevolent  be  the  end  pro- 
posed, and  even  if  the  result  be  evidently  advantageous  for 
the  latter.  Such  a  principle  would  in  fact  destro)  the 
very  foundation  of  the  independence  of  nations :  for  diat 
which  is  done  to-day  entirely  with  tJM  view  of  i 
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MexicaH  AjfiUrs, 


l%6th  Co3ro.  1ft  8b88. 


thd  ftlmnd,  mty  to-morrow  be  uoderuken  for  pttrpMM  lea 
purj ;  ths  preUit  would  bo  oqtraHy  plausible  ia  eaoh  caee. 
And  1^  for  this  Toeson,  in  eucb  ceeee,  the  preriooe  anent 
has  always  been  reqairod,  at  least  of  every  Government 
whose  territory  is  to  be  protected  by  foreign  troops,  what 
doubt  can  there  be  in  the  prasent  instance,  when  the  rep- 
resentative of  Mexieo  has  at  6nce  declared,  in  the  name  of 
his  Government,  that  he  is  thankful  for  the  favor,  but  does 
not  accept  it  ? 

The  undersigned,  moreover,  does  not  think  that  he  has 
given  any  motive  for  inferring  from  his  conduct,  that  he 
could  have  been  so  suspicious  of  the  intentions  of  the 
American  Government  as  to  suppose  that  the  object  of 
General  Gaines>  movement  was  to  establish  any  sort  of 
nght  to  the  ground  which  that  general  was  about  to  occu- 
py. Indeed,  how  could  the  undersigned  have  entertaiqed 
such  an  idea,  after  the  American  Government  had  declared 
the  contrary  to  him  on  several  occasions,  officially  and  ex- 
plicitly ?  And  this  firauk  and  noble  declaration  WS8.of  it- 
self sufficient  to  render  him  easy  as  to  the  future.  If  the 
undersigned  from  the  first  felt  a  repugnance  to  the  measure 
which  the  Amerioan  Government  proposed  to  sdopt,  and 
if  afterwards,,  on  tlie  9th  instant,  he  considered  it  his  duty 
to  protect  on  account  of  (sobre)  one  of  ito  necessary  con- 
sequences, it  was  only  because  then,  and  since,  he  con- 
ceived that  the  Mexican  territory  would  be  violated  as  soon 
as  the  troops  of  General  Gaines  should  pass  the  Sabine; 
because  he  has  considered  and  does  consider  as  Mexican 
territory,  all  that  was  de  faeio  possessed  by  Spain  at  the 
time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  timiU  of  1810,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  Statei^  until  4he  provisions  of 
Ito  thiid  article  Were  ciirried  into  effect,  and  because  he 
thmfore  relied  and  still  relies  upon  the  obligation  under 
which  both  parties  are  to  maintain  the  stdtu  quo  until  that 
linM. 

In  theopinioH  of  the  undersigned,  it  is  of  no  imfk>rtaBeB 
thaitho«  who  call,  themselves  Texians  (although  not  one 
of  them  Was  bom  In  Texas)  should  momentafily  occupy 
a  part  of  the  territory  bordering  on  the  United  States. 
This  is  an  accidental  occurrence,  ariefng  merely  from  the 
drenmsfanee  that  there  were  no  Mekieah  troops  on  the 
frontier  when  the  insurrection  took  "plaee,  and  that  thoee 
which  have  been  since  sent  by  the  Government  have  pot 
yet  had  time  to  arrive  there. 

As  be  relied  upon  this  principle,  the  undersigned  could 
not  but  be  surprised  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  alluding 
no  doubt  to  those  persons  who  direct  the  operations  of  the 
foreigners  in  insurrection  in  Texas,  should  have  designated 
them  in  his  note  by  the  collective  title  of  Texian  Govern- 
ment, as  the  undersigned' did  not  at  first  comprehend  that 
Mr.  Pors}'th  had  used  this  designation  with  any  other  ob- 
ject thfn  to  express  in  plainer  language  another  accidental 
circ'imetancc  arising  from  the  former.  On  this  point,. the 
uodemgned  conceives  it  his  duty  to  declare  that  his  Gov- 
ernment neither  knows.of  sny  such  Government  in  Texas, 
nor  Is  aware  that  the  American  Government  knows  of  any 
each.  All  that  the  Mexican  Government  knows  of  Texas 
19,  that  in  that  Mexican  province  there  are  some  foreign 
colonisto  who  bad  promised  to  live  under  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  that  those  persons,  aided  by  other  foreigners, 
have  raised  there  the  sta^ndard  of  rebellion.  Whether 
Mexieo  can  or.  cannot  repress  this  rebellion,  experience 
win  very  soon  show,  pspecialty  if  those  who  are  neither 
Mexicans  nor  Texians  cease  from  interfering  illegally  hr 
unjustly  in  a  contest  entirety  domestic. 

The  undersigned^  from  proper  respect  to  the  declared 
wishes  of  the  American  Government,  will  also  abstain  from 
provoking  a  premature  discussion  as  to  the  future  bonnda- 
riea  of  the  two  nations,  leaving  the  solution  of  the  differ- 
ence with  respect  to  the  elctreme  limits  of  each,  to  the  pe- 
riod and  the  arbiters  provided  for  in  the  treaty  itaelf.  He 
wiir  merely  add,  diat  his  Government  is  animated  by  the 
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same  sentiments  with  that  of  the  United  Statea,  and,  liktf 
that  of  the  United  States,  will  then  hot  insist  upon  any 
thing  which  cannot  be  sustained  by  reason  and  facts,  ac- 
cording to  the  just  hiterpretation  of  the  treaty. 

The  underaigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  repeat 
to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. M.  E.  DE  G0R08TIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Porstth,  Secretary  ofSiaie. 

Mr.  GoroMtiza  to  Mr,  Forty th* 
[Transfation.] 
WABBiireTOir,  May  24,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
address  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
these  United  States,  upon  an  afiair  the  most  serious  and 
important,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  letations  and  interesta  of 
the  two  countries  which  has  occurred  since  they  have  been 
united  feementadosj  by  the  firm  bonds  of  equity,  friend- 
ship, and  mutual  convenience.  The  undersigned,  fh>m 
what  he  has  read  and  learnt  respecting  some  of  the  late  de- 
bates of  the  Senate,  and  partienlariy  from  the  statementa 
in  the  Intelligencer  of  this  day,  that  a  proposition  of  Mr. 
Walker's,  with  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Texas,  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Afibirs  of  that  house,  cannot  bm  see,  although  with  the  ut- 
most amaxement,  that  measures  are  actually  in  progress  for 
the  said  recognition,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  righta  of 
a  neighboring  Power,  and  of  those  considerations  which 
are,  perhaps,  due  to  it  from  the  amicable  conduct  hitherto 
observed  ^  it  towards  the  United  States.  And  what  ia 
the  apparent  motive  for  this  prscipitate  adoption  of  a  meas- 
ure so  serious,  so  infinitely  important  1  The  undersigned 
can  discover  no  other  than  an  account,  entirely  destitute  of 
authenticity,  of  a  victory  on  the  part  of  the  Texians,  which 
Is  now  considered  decisive.  The  undersigned  has  reasons 
for  believing  it  to  have  been  expressly  forged  in  Texss, 
perhaps  for  some  determined  object,  or  at  least  to  have  been 
exaggerated  with  the  same  intention,  to  the  very  confinea 
of  the  ridiculous.  The  undersigned,  however,  goes  further, 
and,  supposing  it  even  for  a  moment  to  be  true  to  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  is  stated  In  aome  of  the  New  Orleans 
tiewspapers,  that  General  Santa  Anna,  tnm  maoom  of  ar- 
dor, or  fhom  one  of  those  eapiiees  of  fortune,  ahould  have 
advanced  farther  than  he  ought,  and  should  have  been  de« 
foated  and  made  prisoner,  have  General  Houaton'saiz  hun- 
dred men  nothmg  more  to  do  ?  What  has  become  of  the 
other  columns  of  the  Mexican  army  commanded  by  Gene* 
rals  Seemo,  Urrea,  Filisola,  &c1  It  is  said  that  they  wUI 
also  surrender  without  firing  a  gun  ;*  but  is  it  yet  known 
that  they  have  surrendered  1  And  even  il  they  should  so 
far  lose  their  senses  as  to  yield  to  enemies  who  cannot  at- 
tack them,  can  a  nation  of  aeven  millione  of  inhabitante 
not  find  men  to  oppose  General  Houston's  six  hundred 
men  1  The  undersigned  is  not  ignorant  that  the  Mends  of 
Texas  have  spread  the  rumor,  upon  which  depends  all  tha 
hopes  of  the  credulous,  that  general  Santa  Anna  is  ready 
to  make  eveiV.  sacrifice  to  recover  his  liberty,  ^he  under- 
signed, however,  places  too  much  coni&dence  in  the  geniue 
and  patriotism  of  Genera]  Santa  Anna  to  enter  into  the  dia- 
eussion  of  any  thing  so  totally  absurd.  Moreover,  if  it  be 
believed  that  the  Captain  General  exercises  an  inHuenoe  so 
irresistible  over  the  destinies  of  his  country,  wlutt  need  is 
there  of  so  prsmaturely  recognismg  that  which  is  so  soon 
to  take  place  1 

The  underaigned  appreciates  too  highly  the  institutiona 
of  th^  American  people,  and  has  too  much  respect  for  tha 
independence  inherent  in  every  repreeentative  power,  to 
pretend  to  make  any  remark  or  complaint  respecting  what 
has  taken  plac«  in  the  Senete ;  neither  will  he  attempt  to  hi* 
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dicate  any  line  of  condact  to  the  Esecntive  of  eoveraignaod 
independent  States.  All  that  he  proposes  is  to  eall  the  at- 
tention of  ihe  President  to  a  measure  which,  if  it  be  adopt- 
ed, will  clearly  be  a  most  material  injury  to  the  rights  of 
Mexico,  and  will,  moreover,  be  at  variance  with  those 
principles  which  have  hitherto  guided  these  United  States 
in  the  recognition  of  Governments  de  facto  \  because,  con- 
sidering tho  question  merely  in  this  point  of  view,  how  can  it 
be  supposed  that  the  Texians  have  demonstrated  their  pow- 
er of  maintaining  their  asserted  independence,  while  the 
Mexican  troops  actually  occupy  the  whole  territory  in- 
cluded between  the  livcrs.San  Jacinto  and  Las  Nue- 
ces 1 — while  no  one  knows  where  their  fugitive  government 
resides ;  while,  since  the  end  oi  February,  they  have  been 
unable  to  conquer  in  a  single  engagement,  except  that  of 
the  21st  of  April,  the  date  of  their  supposed  victory  over 
one  thousand  Mexicans.  The  undersigned  is  too  deeply 
Interested  in  maintaining  the  relations  between  bis  country 
and  these  United  Ststes  on  the  same  footing  of  friendship 
and  mutual  good  feeling  on  which  they  have  been  since 
their  establishment,  to  delay  in  submitting  these  considera- 
tions to  the  honorii>le  John  Forsyth,  Socretaiy  of  State  of 
those  United  States ;  and  he  embraces  this  opportunity  to 
repeat  to  him  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration.  M.  £.  DE  G0R08TIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Jobv  Fobstth. 

Mr.  For$yth  to  Mr»  Goroatiza. 

DaPARTJixaT  or  Stats, 

Washington^  May  27,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  of  Mr.  Go- 
rostiza,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary 
of  Mexico,  of  the  24th  instant,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  a  motion  made  in  the 
Senate,  now  in  session,  to  refer  the  petitions  of  certain 
American  citixens  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
for  examination,  which  is  described  by  Mr.  Goroetiza 
as  the  proposition  of  a  member  of  that  body  regarding  the 
lecognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  'J*be  under- 
signed lost  no  time  in  laying  that  communioalion  before  tho 
President,  and  in  doing  so  ho  prteumes  he  has  fulfilled  all 
the  expectations  of  the  Mexican  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiAty;  The  correct  view  oi  our  institu- 
tions taken  by  Mr.  Gorostiaa,  and  of  the  independence  of 
every  representative  Power,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  the 
undersigned  to  detain  him  by  the  assignment  of  any  reasons 
why  the  occurrences  in  either  house  of  Congress  on  ques- 
tions proposed  or  pending  there  are  consiilered  so  altogcth* 
er  domestic  in  their  origin  and  character,  as  not  to  be  sub- 
jects of  discussion  with  a  foreign  Power.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  presume  that  what  is  right  and  just  will 
be  done  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Government,  and 
any  such  discussion  of  matters  exclusively  before  any  dis- 
tinct branch  of  it,  until  a  decision  is  made,  for  which  the 
Government  is  responsible,  would  be,  on  his  part,,  both 
premature  and  disrespectful. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  to  assure  Mr.  Gorostiza 
that  no  decision  on  this  question  will  be  made  by  this  Gov- 
ernment which  will  not  be  founded  on  those  rules  and  prin- 
ciples which  have  governed  it  in  the  disputes  between  Spain 
and  the  i$panish  American  States,  end  in  those  which  have 
unhappily  occurred  between  constituent  members  of  those 
States  themselves.  The  Mexican  Government  well  knows 
what  those  rules  and  principles  are,  hsving  uninterrupted- 
ly enjoyed  for  years  the  benefits  of  their  practical  spplica- 
tion.  When  all  the  fncts  are  known,  and  not  before,  upon 
a  full,  fair,  and  careful  examination,  having  in  view  ali  the 
considerations  that  are  due  to  the  friendly  obligations  and 
amicable  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  this 
Government  will  proceed  to  decide  on  that  question  which 


Mr.  Goroetisa  baa  so  truly  dembed  u  of  vist  imponance 
in  its  immediate  relations  and  in  its  inevitable  leralti. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  smuhikm 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Ex.  Sen.  Don  M.  £.  d^  Gorostiza. 

Mr.  GoroUiza  to  Mr.  Formftk. 
[Translation.] 
LxGATioir  ExTRAomBfVAar  or  tri  Mixicait  R»priiic 
TO  THs  UvxTzn  Statxs, 

Wathingion^  July  9,  1836. 

Sib:  Hating  been  assured  that  some  new  commisdofl. 
ers  of  the  so-called  Government  of  Texss  (Mestn.  P.  W. 
Groyson  and  James  Collingsworth)  are  sbout  to  trriTe  in 
this  federal  city,  and  as  thry  may,  perhaps,  in  order  to  give 
greater  weight  to  their  negotiation,  bring  forwtrd  some 
agreement  which  General  Santa  Anna  may  have  concluded 
since  be  was  made  prisoner  of  war  on  the  field  of  Sin  Js- 
cinto,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  joo,  Mt. 
Secretary  of  State,  as  it  may  not  have  as  yet  been  seen  by 
you,  for  your  information,  an  official  co|)y  of  the  Uw  pro* 
mulgated  on  the  20th  of  Ma^  last,  by  the  Mexican  Con- 
gress, the  third  article  of  which  precisely  provides  for  thii 
catfe,  by  declaring  all  such  agreements  void  ab  initio. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretkiy  of  Slate, 
to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  coo. 
sideration.  M.   E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  JoHsi  FoasTTH,  Secretary  of  State. 

[Translatbn  of  the  law.] 
Dxpabtmkbt  or  Wab  afsd'Natt, 

Central  section^  iohU  Ut. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  ad  vnitrvm  of  tbeMexi- 
osn  republic,  has  been  pleased  to  aikfress  to  me  the  foliov- 
ing  decree : 

The  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican  repuUic  to 
the  inbsbitants.  Be  it  known  that  the  General  Coofrm 
has  decreed  the  following : 

A»t.  1.  Tho  Government  will  excite  the  pstriotioiof 
the  Mexicans,  and  wiN  employ  ell  the  resources  in  it^  pow- 
er to  continue  with  vigor  the  var  in  Texas,-  until  tbeni- 
tional  honor  be  established,  tli6  interests  of  the  repubBcbe 
entirely  secured,  and  the  liberty  of  the  President  Gfflfnl 
be  obtained. 

Art.  2.  The  sueccssful  co-operation  of  any  p^fWi 
whether  a  citizen  or  a  foreigner,  in  obtaining  the  libeitj  of 
the  said  President,  will  be  considered  as  a  moetduM* 
guished  service,  which  iJongresa  will  be  careful  to  rewtnl 
appropriately. 

AttT.  3.  The  Government  will  fulfil  the  objecUof  tk« 
first  article,  without  regard  to  any  stipulation  winch  ib« 
President  may  make,  or  have  made,  uhilo  a  prisoD0t"*^ 
stipulations  h«ing  null,  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

Art.  4.  The  Government  la  authorized  to  ask  from  ^ 
departments  one-fourth  of  the  recruits  which  were  to  ^ 
fum«shed  by  the  old  States  according  to  the  law  of  Aitgi"^ 
24,  1824. 

Art.  5.  The  Government  is  in  like  manner  aathoniC'* 
to  establish  recruiting  stations  at  such  points  asitotf? 
judge  proper,  making  the  necessary  approprratioBs  lo  i^' 
efi*e<;t,  and,8ubtracting  from  the  contingent  of  each  depv^* 
ment  the  recruits  raised  in  its  territory. 

.\nT.  6.  The  capital  of  the  republic,  and  the  tovn^hf 
within  the  limits  of  its  federal  dt»trict,  will  fuTni>h  liuie 
hundred  recruiu,  chosen  by  lot,  according  to  the  rf^*' 
laiion  of  1767,  so  far  as  it  haa  not  been  repesled.  Tiic 
persons  thus  chosen  may  be  exempted  from  perioinl 'C'* 
vice,  by  presenting  a  proper  subetitiitr,  or  by  paying  Sftj 
dollars  to  the  recruiting  fund,  in  either  of  which  ca^  ^ 
will  receive  their  discbarge  as  if  they  had  served. 
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Mexiaui  Affairt, 


[25th  CoxG.  Ut  8ssg. 


Antonio  Mentoya^  PresidenU     Jote  R.  Malo  and  Rafael 
de  MontalTo,  aecretaries. 

I  therefore  order  it  to  be  printed,  published,  diitribated, 
and  carried  into  effect  duly. 

Palace  of  the  National  Government  in  Mexico,  May  ^0, 
1836. 

Joee  Justo  Corro.     A.  D.  Jose  Maria  Tornel. 

And  I  communicate  it  to  yon,  tbat  you  may  be  informed 
of  it,  and  act  accordingly. 

God  and  liberty.     Mexico,  May  20,  1836. 

TORNEL. 

A/r.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Goroatiza. 

Dkpabtmxvt  op  Statx, 

Wa$hington,  July  12,  1836. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Your  note  of  the  dth  inetant,  tranamitting  a  copy  of  a  law 
of  the  Mexican  Congreasjof  the  20th  of  Moy  laat,  deolaring 
void  any  agroament  General  Santa  Anna  may  have  con- 
cluded aince  he  was  made  a  priwner  of  war  at  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto. 
I  hava  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Hia  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Mauvki.  EnvAano  i^s  GoaosTizA.  ' 

Mr.  Goroitiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 
Philadelphia,  Ju/y  21,  18S6. 
The  undersigned,   envoy   extraordinary  and    minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  just  read  in 
che  ««  Morning  Courier  and  Ne^  York  Enquirer"  of  yes- 
terday, a  paragraph  copied  from  the  '*  Grand  Gulf  (Mis- 
siflsippi)  Advertiser,"  of  the  following  tenor:  *'This  morn- 
iDgf,  mora  than  two  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Wilson,  and  on  their  way  to  Texas,  passed  this  place  in 
the  Tuskina,  with  drums  beating  and  fifes  playing;  they 
will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  all  from  Old  Ken- 
tueky." 

If  this  statement  be  true,  it  will  of  iuelf  offer  a  sad  evi- 
dence of  what  baa  been  unfortunately  for  some  time  indi- 
cated, namely,  that  some  of  the  agents  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  States  do  not  comply  as  they  should  with 
the  expresa  instructions  of  the  ExecutNe,  in  cases  which 
mig^ht  jaopardixe  its  friendly  relations  and  neutrality  with 
re^iird  to  Melico.  The  undersigned  therefore  considers  it 
his  duty  to  can  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth, 
Secretary  of  State  of  theso  United  States,  to  the  subject 
being  convinced  that  the  requisite  measures  will  be  taken 
by  the  department  under  his  charge  for  ascertaining  the 
truth  of  the  statement,  for  punishing  those  who  have  in- 
fringed the  Taws,  in  case  they  should  have  really  been  in- 
fringed, and  for  remedying  the  evils  which  may  otherwise 
eneoe,  if  it  be  not  too  late. 

It  ia  certainly  with  the  utmost  regret  that  the  undersign. 

e«I  finda  himself  obliged  to  prefer  these  complaints  with  re- 

gmrd  to  functionaries  so  respectable  and  so  worthy  of  the 

ooofidence  of  the  Executive,  as  all  its  agents  in  the  States 

axuioubtadly  are;  however,  notwithstanding  bis  hopes  tbat 

li«»  may  be  mistaken,  and  although  he  was  aware  of  the  ex- 

tr^^wtgmnee  and  excitement  now  prevailing,  yet  he  cannot 

iMXt  be  nasUred  that  much  of  what  is  now  going  on,  to  the 

^reAt  injury  of  a  friendly  nation,  might  ha^e  been  preveiit- 

0^f  ^    if  some  of  the  agents  of  the  Executive  had  acted  con- 

fortziftbly  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  orders  which  they 

r^c^r^^d  from  it.  Had  they  done  so,  how  (as  in  a  thousand 

iBi«oil*r  Instances)  could  a  flotilla  of  seven  vessels,  two  of 

^v^taseh  ware  steamers,  have  been  fitted  out  at  Natchez,  and 

ynmasy  hundreds  of  Tolunteers  eihbarked  on  board  them  ? 

n[<yw  eoiild  this  flotilla  have  remained  for  many  day  a  in  New 

^Hi^^oi't  ^  ^*  complitl6aof  iu  praparatioas,  aikdbava  de- 


parted freely>  for  Galveston,  under  the  orders  of  General 
Green  1  How  could  the  Texian  schooner  Independence 
(as  the  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  papers  state)  have  lately 
entered  that  port  with  Messrs.  Collingsworth  and  Grayson 
on  board,  as  a  vessel  of  war,  and  been  saluted  as  such  1 
How,  in  fine,  could  the  so-styled  agencies  of  Texas  have 
daily  and  publicly  recruited  men  in  all  the  cities  of  the 
Union  for  that  unfortunate  country,  and  have  armed  and 
embarked  them  by  companies  1  Could  these  things  have 
been  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  federal  authorities, 
especially  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  custom-houses  ? 
And  if  they  know  them  and  tolerate  them,  do  they  not 
contravene  the  orders  of  their  own  Government,  rendering 
ita  promises  of  no  avail,  and  its  engagements  illusory  1 

The  undersigned  repeats,  and  repeals  with  equal  sincer- 
ity and  conviction,  his  persuasion  of  the  excellent  inten- 
tions of  the  American  Government  towards  Mexico,  and  of 
its  good  faith  in  dosiring  and  endeavoring  to  preserve  the 
most  strict  neutrality  in  the  unfortunate  struggle  now  go- 
ing on  in  Texas.  The  undersigned  is,  therefore,  doubly 
afflicted  by  seeing  that  the  indiscreet  partiality,  or  tbe  care- 
lessness of  some  subaltern  agents,  at  times  render  unavail- 
ing the  dispositions  and  the  friendly  desires  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Union.  For  the  same  reason,  too,  he  has  not 
hesitated  to  submit  these  drciunstances  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
without  fear  of  displeasing  him  by  doing  so ;  as  he  well 
knows  the  noble  frankness  of  his  character,  and  is  certain 
thai  he  will  act  upon  tham,  (If  he  should  find  them  well 
established  and  exact,)  as  no  one  can  appreciate  better  than 
Mr.  Forsyth  their  respective  importance. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stata  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 
M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Mr,  Dlekins  to  Mr.  Goroatiza, 

DSPABTMK9T  OF  StATK, 

Washington^  July  26,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
nota  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  of  the  2 1st  inst. 

Instructions  will  be  immediately  given,  in  compliance 
with  Mr.  Gorostiza's  request,  for  inquiring  into  the  truth 
of  the  statement  which  he  has  copied  from  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  as  to  the  men  who  passed  Grand 
Gulf  under  Colonel  Wilson,  on  their  way  to  Texas,  and 
those  who  were  to  follow  irom  Kentucky ;  and  measures 
will  be  taken,  both  to  punish  such  of  the  persons  concerned 
as  may  ha^e  been  engaged  in  violating  the  laws,  and  to 
prevent  those  violations  which  the  stalement  alleges  to  be 
intended. 

With  respect  to  the  doubts  which  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  fidelity  of  some  of  those  officers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  prevent  and  bring  to  punishment  violations  of 
the  laws  for  preserving  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  has  to  remark  that,  if  Mr.  Gorostiza  is  ac- 
quainted with  any  instance  of  neglect  of  duty  in  this  re- 
spect, on  the  part  of  those  officers,  it  will  be  promptly  in- 
quired into,  on  being  made  known  to  the  Department. 

The  undersianed  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKIN8. 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Matvuel  Euuaboo  dx  Gobostiza. 

JIfr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gaines. 

Dsf  AKTMKMT  OF  StATE, 

Washington  July  27,  1896. 
Sir  :  The  Mexican  minister  has  addreeeed  a  complaint 
to  the  Departmenly  founded  on  the  following  paragraph  of 
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he  New  York  Morning  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  the  20th 
insUnt,  copied  from  the  Grand  Gulf  (Misalssippi)  Adver- 
tiser: 

''ThiB  morning,  more  than  two  hundred  nacn,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Wilson,  and  on  their  way  to  Texas, 
passed  this  place  in  the  Tuskinn,  with  drums  beating  and 
fifes  playing ;  they  will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more — 
all  from  otd  Kentucky." 

Though  the  men  on  board  the  Tuskina  ore  not  stated  to 
have  been  armed,  yet,  if  the  other  circumstances  were  as 
represented,  there  would  he  ground  for  belief  that  the  laws 
for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
have  been  violated  ;  you  will,  therefore,  inquire  into  thi* 
ease,  report  the  result  to  the  Department,  and  be  vigilant 
In  your  endeavor  to  prevent  similar  cases  of  complaint  in 
future.  Whenever  you  shall  be  satisBed  that  the  laws 
have  been  violated,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  not  hesitate 
to  prosecute  the  offondeis.  I  am,  &c., 

ASBDRY  DICKIN8. 

Acting  Secretary, 

RiCBARO  M.  Oatvbs,  Esq., 

U.  S,  Attomet/t  Mississippi,  Natchez, 

Same  to  the  U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
Frankfort.  

Mr.  OarosHza  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 
PBitAmiLFHiA,  Ju/y  !I8,  1836. 

The  nnderaigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
state  to  the  honorable  Asbnry  Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of 
State  of  these  United  States,  that,  by  the  official  corres- 
pondence just  received  from  the  packet  vessel  which  arrived 
the  day  before  yesterday  at  New  York  from  Vera  Cruz,  he 
has  been  enabled  to  assure  himself  that  his  Government, 
though  not  considering  possible  the  event  of  the  passage  of 
the  river  Sabine  by  the  troops  of  General  Gaines,  had, 
however,  viewed,  and  continue  to  view  that  question  pre- 
cisely as  it  was  regarded  by  the  undersigned  from  the  first ; 
that  is  to  say,  that,  if  such  passage  were  elfected,  it  would 
be  a  real  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory,  without  provQ. 
cation  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  by  no  means  to  be  ex- 
pected, considering  the  exif^ting  relations,  and  the  treaties 
of  amity  and  limits  by  which  Mexico  and  the  United  States 
were  bound. 

The  undersigned  says  that  bis  Government  could  not 
admit  the  possibility  of  the  execution  of  the  measure  in 
question ;  for,  at  the  period  indicated,  many  of  the  dis- 
agreeable consequences  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  had 
already  been  experienced  in  Mexico,  and,  moreover,  in 
addition  to  its  unalterable  conviction  of  the  obvious  justice 
of  its  claims  in  this  case,  the  Government  of  the  undersign- 
ed confided  too  far  in  the  nobleness  of  character  which  dis  • 
tinguishes  the  American  Government,  to  believe  that  it 
would,  by  a  movement  of  the  troops  of  General  Gaines, 
render  still  mor*e  emharrassing  the  position  in  which  a 
neighboring  and  friendly  nation  had  been  momentarily 
placed  by  the  results  of  that  day  of  casual  misH^rtune. 

Tbo  undersigned,  for  the  came  reasons,  flattered  him- 
self with  the  same  idea,  and  he  was  more  and  mere  coo- 
firmed  in  it,  as  he  learned  that  General  Gaines  had  unde- 
ceived himself  respecting  the  reports  of  an  invasion  by  In- 
dians, by  which  some  partisans  of  the  Texians  had,  with- 
out doubt,  endeavored  to  beguile  his  good  faith,  as  he  saw 
that  the  General  had  ininrmed  the  Governors  of  the  four 
States  by  letter,  that  he  had  no  longer  any  need  of  the 
corps  of  volunteers  which  he  had  requested  from  them ; 
and  finally,  as  be  saw  him  remaining  quietly  at  his  en 
eimimsnt  on  the  Sabine,  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Mexican  army  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  To 
this  effect  the  undersigned  was  constantly  informing  his 


Government,  as  the  events  were  occuniog,  and  he  \a^ 
the  greater  pleasure  in  doing  so,  as  he  saw  in  each  of 
them  »  confirmation  of  the  hopes  held  out  to  him  l>y  Mr. 
Forsyth,  in  his  letter  of  the  1 0th  of  May  last,  when  ht 
says  **that  perhaps  there  would  be  no  necessiiy  for  (hs 
said  advance  of  General  Gaines.'' 

Unfortunately,  however.  General  Gaines  now  tppait 
to  have  returned  to  a  different  opinion,  according  to  bii 
official  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June,  extracted  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe  of  the  S6th  instant,  in  which  he  an- 
nounces his  intended  invasion  of  the  Mexican  territoiy, 
under  the  pretext  that  he  hav  been  informed  of  the  mnido 
of  two  white  men  by  some  Caddo  Indians,  sixty  orierfney 
miles  beyond  the  known  limits  of  the  United  8utf«;utf 
General  Gainea  had  been  commissioned  to  chastiac  tH  the 
excesses  committed  (if  they  have  been  committed)  by  In- 
dians against  the  whites  in  teiritories  whirh  an  not  North 
American.     The  undersigned    will,   however,  ateuin  for 
the  present  from  any  observations  on  thbfiftaxt;  nor 
does  he  wish  to  enter  now  into  an  exanunattoD  of cfrtaia 
rumors  of  a  correspondence  which  is  said  to  ban  ysasA 
between  that  general  and  the  commander  of  the  TexiiB 
forces  and  which  b  not  of  a  very  neutral  character,  if  tha 
statement  of  certain  newipapers  respecting  it  be  true',  not 
will  he  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Dickins  at  this  time  to 
the  very  singular  coincidence,  that  only  when  the  Meiif 
can  troops  are  advancing  in  Texas,  these  accounts  of  tha 
excesses  of  Indians  are  invented  or  exaggtrated,  in  onkr 
that  they  may,  without  doubt,  reach  the  ears  of  Gtninl 
Gaines. 

The  undersigned  might  easily  do  all  this^  and  he  wodd 
do  it,  were  he  not  afraid  of  thereby  rendering  the  preseDt 
note  too  long,  and  of  diverting  the  attention  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins  too  much  from  his  other  numerous  occupations.  Hf 
will  therefore  limit  himself,  at  present,  to  prote«4ins  again 
in  the  name  of  his  Government,  and  in  virtue  of  the  in- 
structions which  he  has  lately  received,  against  a  roeaauia 
so  adverse  to  tho  rights  and  intereata  of  Mexico;  otfcli 
referring  to  his  notes  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  9th  and  Uth 
of  May,  and  soliciting  most  earnestly,  from  the  equity  and 
the  sense  of  right  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  ^tuei. 
the  recall  of  the  authorization  given  to  General  Gaioet  to 
advance  as  far  as  Nacogdoches^  because  Nacogdoches  is w 
tho  Mexican  territory,  and  because  General  Gainevniayak 
any  moment,  be  led  away  by  the  interested  repreaeniationi 
.of  the  enemies  of  Mexico,  and  may  onnecessaiily  end«Dger 
the  dearest  interests  of  both  countries. 

The  undersigned  at  the  same  time  entreaU  Mr.  DioL- 
ins  to  submit  the  subject  of  this  note  to  the  President,  \oi 
his  determination  with  regard  to  iL  The  undersigned  ii 
the  more  anxious  that  this  determination  should  be  favor- 
able to  whot  he  considers  the  rights  of  Mexico,  av  he  can- 
not hut  be  aware  that  the  continuance  of  his  extraordioi^ 
mission  to  these  United  Slates  ia  intimauly  connected  with 
the  effects  which  that  determination  may  produce. 

1'be  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportonity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Anbury  Dickins,  acting  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  these  United  Sutes,  theassoranctaot 
his  distinguished  considerotion. 

MANUEL  E.  DB  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Asburt  Djckins, 

Acting  Secrstary  of  State, 

Mr,  Dickins  to  Mr.  Oorostiza, 

DBIAnTMSNT  OF  StATX, 

Washington^  August  I,  1S36. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  Slate  of  tfar  l-ni- 
ted  States,  baa  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  noleaddrmed 
to  him  by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  sod  roJois- 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  under  date  « 
the  ^S\h  vl{.,  and  will  lay  the  same  before  the  PreNdest 
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It  ]•  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  the  frank  explanations 
made  by  the  President's  directions  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  aa  to 
the  object  of  the  authority  given  to  General  Gainea  for  a 
temporary  occupation  of  a  position  beyond  the  boundary 
actually  possessed  by  the  United  States,  and  the  assuran- 
ces promptly  oflTered  at  the  same  time  that  such  occupa- 
tion, if  misde,  should  Cttase  with  the  eugency  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary,  have  failed  to  raconcila  the  Mexican 
Government  to  such  contingency. 

Th6  ftet  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gorostiaa  of  Cteneral  Gaines 
having,'  on  better  inforaiation,  or  under  a  favorable  change 
of  circumstances,  revoked  the  call  which  he  had  flnt  made 
upon  the  Crovernors  of  the  neighboring  States  for  militia, 
aflords  evidence  that  he  properly  interprets  the  Preeiden^e 
directions,  and  juatifiea  the  belief  that  he  will  not  advance 
beyond  the  necessity  T>f  the  occasion. 

If  General  Gaines  has  now  repeated  his  call,  and  enter- 
tains the  intention  of  advancing  to  Nacogdoches,  unless 
he  shali  receive  satisfactory  assuirances  that  the  Indians  on 
our  border  had  no  hand  in  the  recent  murders  on  the  Na- 
viaota,  it  is  doe  in  candor  to  General  Gaines  to  attribute 
these  acta  to  a  conviction  of  their  necessity  ;  and  the  un- 
dersigned is  persuaded  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  be  satisfied, 
on  reflection,  that  it  is  more  reasonable  to  ascribe  them  to 
such  a  motive,  than  to  charge  upon  General  Gaines  any  of 
the  mere  pretexts  hinted  at  in  Mr.  Gorostiza's  note. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  General  Gaines  may  find  it 
unnecessary  to  make  the  contemplated  advance;  but, 
riiould  it  be  otherwise,  he  trusts  that,  when  all  the  cir- 
cnmstancA  connected  with  it  shall  be  fnlly  examined,  it 
will  be  viewed  in  its  true  ligh^  as  a  measure  of  necessity, 
entirely  friendly  in  its  character,  and  consistent  with  the 
rights  of  all  parties ;  and  he  sincerely  hopes  that  ft  will  be 
followed  by  none  of  the  consequences' which  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza seems  to  apprehend. 

The  undessigned  avails  himself  of  the  oecasTOn  to  offer 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideTation. 

A8BURT  DICKIN8. 

His  Ezcelieocy 

Senor  Bon  Mavuzl  Eduabdo  de  Gobostiza,  &c. 

Mr.  GorotUza  to  Mr,  Dickina. 
[Translation.] 

PBILAIIBLrHIA,  Augu9t  2,  1836. 
Manuel  E.  de  Gorostiza  presents  his  respects  to  Mr. 
Dickina,  and,  in  consequence  of  what  he  had  the  honor  to 
eommonlcate  to  him  in  his  note  of  the  28th  of  July  last, 
would  be  infinitely  obliged  to  him  for  the  information 
whether  official  despatches  have  been  received  in  Washing- 
ton from  General  Gaines,  confirming  the  atatement  made 
in  the  New  Orleans  Gazette  of  that  generates  having  at 
ieoirib  cioased  the  Sabine,  entered  into  the  Mexican  terri- 
toT7»  and  taken  a  position  with  his  troops  at  Nacogdoches. 
M.  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Mr.  Ditkina  to  Mr,  Gorostiza, 

-  WASHiKOToir,  Augitst  4,  1836. 
Mr.  Dickins  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  and 
has  the  honor  io  state  that,  having  applied  to  the  War  De- 
partment for  information  to  enable  him  to  nnswer  the  in- 
quiry in  Mr.  Gorostiza*s  uDte  of  the  2d  instant,  Mr. 
I>lcfcins  learns  that,  by  the  last  despatches  from  General 
Gaines»  dated  28th  June,  1836,  his  head-quarters  were  at 
Camp  Sabine,  and  that  this  position  is  aboat  twenty -five 
miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  Fort  Jesup,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 
Mia  Excellency 

Sanor  Doft  Mavusl  Epua&iw  dx  GososTiXAy  dtc' 


Mr.  Goroftiza  to  Mr.  Diekim. 
[Translation.] 
Philadelphia,  August  4,  1836.  ^ 

-  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  been  informed,  by 
the  note  which  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  these  United  States,  did  him  the  honor  to 
address  to  him  on  the  let  instant,  that  the  contents  of  his 
own  note  of  the  28th  July  last  should  be  submitted  to  the 
President  for  his  determination  with  regard  to  the  subject. 
The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  await  this  determination 
with  anxiety,  being,  as  he  is,  every  moment  more  and 
more  convinced  of  its  great  importance,  ahd  of  the  power- 
ful influence  which  it  may,  and  must,  exercise  upon  the 
future  relations  between  the  two  countries,  aa  well  as  upon 
their  dearest  interests. 

Ii  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  explanations 
given  by  order  of  the  President,  respecting  the  possible  ad- 
vance of  General  Gaines  as  far  as  Nacogdoches,  were  not 
of  a  nature  which  could  have  permitted  the  Government  of 
the  undersigned  to  reconcile  itself  to  the  idea  of  such  a 
contingency,  without  failing  in  its  duty  to  iUelf,  and  sacri- 
ficing the  righu  and  interests  of  the  people  whose  aflfairs  it 
directs.  The  Government  of  the  undersigned  would  have 
been  infinitely  gratified  bad  they  been  of  such  a  nature  ;  as  it 
has  certainly  been  most  careful^ver  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  unfortunate  disturoances  in  Texas,  to  avoid 
every  thing  on  its  own  part  which  might  possibly  cauaa 
complaint  or  discontent  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  ,  The  very  mission  with  which  it  honored  the  un- 
dersigned, a  mission  of  amity  and  confidence  in  every  re- 
spect, would  have  demonstrated  this  were  there  not  numer- 
ous other  proofs  of  it.  But,  could  the  Government  of  the 
undersigned,  however  great  may  have  been  its  confidence 
in  the  sincerity  of  the  intentions  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, when  it  saw  the  latter  authorizing  one  of  its  generals 
to  occupy  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory  with  his  forces,  at 
his  own  discretion,  without  the  previous  consent  of  or  any 
consultation  with  Mexico,  and  without  any  other  excuse  than 
his  own  consideration  of  its  propriety — could  the  Govem- 
menc  of  the  undersigned,  he  repeats^  look  upon  this  authori- 
zation in  any  other  light  than  as  a  menace  of  invasion^  as 
a  permission  ad  libitum  to  violate  its  territory  1  By  what 
ra-inciple  of  public  law  can  such  a  measure  be  defended  1 
By  what  treaty  1  By  the  treaty  of  limits  1  It  was  clear 
that  until  the  third  article  of  that  treaty  was  executed, 
both  parties  were  bound  to  maintain  the  tteUu  quo.  By  the 
33d  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  1  I'he  ob- 
ligations contracted  in  that  article  by  the  two  Governments^ 
neither  are  nor  can, be  other  than  that  each  ehould  prevent 
its  rtspeelive  ImUan$  upon  its  own  territory  from  commit- 
t'ng  hostilities  against  the  territory  of  the  friendly  Power. 
Had  the  right  to  invade  the  territories  of  each  other  under 
pretext  of  mutual  assistance  been  conceded,  the  stipulation 
would  certainly  have  the  merit  of  novelty ;  but  it  would 
likewise  give  to  the  first  Mexican  general  who  might  reach 
the  Sabine,  the  right  of  taking  a  position  at  Natdiitochesi 
or  farther  stilt  on  this  side,  in  order  to  drive  away  the  tribei 
of  Indians  who  wander  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  who  might  have  shown  some  intentione  of  entering 
Mexico.  Would  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
consent  to  tjtis  t 

If  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  regarded  the  ques- 
tion in  this  light,  when  it  referred  only  to  a  possible  con- 
tingency, which  was  thought  not  likely  to  occur,  how  will 
it  regard  this  same  act  if  it  should  be  unfortunately  coo* 
summated,  notwithstanding  its  own  manifest  repugnance^ 
its  repeated  waming;^,  and  its  anUcipated  protests  1  Hence 
the  Government  of  the  undersigned  cannot  yet  persuade 
itself  of  the  possibility  of  such  a  case ;  notonly  from  iu  coq- 
Tiction  of  the  justice  of  its  own  cause,  but  likewise  because 
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it  conBdes  in  the  equity  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  undersigned  bad  already  the  honor  to  state 
to  Mr.  Dickins,  in  his  said  note  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

With  regard  to  the  allusions  which  Mr.  Dickins  seems 
to  have  discovered  in  the  said  note  from  the  undersigned, 
as  to  the  conduct  observed  by  General  Gaines  in  these  trans* 
actions,  the  undersigned  would  regret  exceedingly  if  any 
of  them  should  have  given  grounds  for  supposing  that  be 
did  not  fully  estimate  the  character,  knowledge,  and  ser- 
vices of  that  general.  The  undersigned  is  far  from  de- 
nying them,  and  he  only  wished  to  state  frankly  his  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Gaines  ba«  been  acting,  perhaps  without 
knowing  it,  under  the  influence  of  the  friends  of  Texas, 
and  of  the  Tezians  themselves,  and  that  hiji  good  faith  was 
constantly  begailed.  The  undersigned,  in  advancing  this 
proposition,  baa  not  relied  merely  upon  his  own  judgment, 
nor  on  his  own  observations  and  information ;  for,  with 
regard  to  the  occurrences  of  April  and  May,  he  has  only 
repeated  the  opinions  of  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  upon 
the  subject,  as  may  be  aeen  in  the  official  despatch  of 
General  Macomb  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  25th  of 
April,  inserted  in  the  Globe  of  the  16th  of  May  ;  and  as  to 
what  took  place  in  Jane  and  July,  the  undersigned  knows 
certainly,  among  other  things,  that  it  was  General  Rusk 
who  informed  General  Gaines  of  the  supposed  movements 
of  the  Camaqches.  The  undersigned  supposes,  also,  that 
the  military  chief  who  gafe  notice  to  the  latter  general  of 
the  two  assassinations  on  the  Navisota  cannot  but  belong 
to  the  army  of  Texas,  as  it  appears  that  he  was  in  com- 
mand there. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  honorable  Mr.  Asbury  Didkins,  acting  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  these  United  States,  the  asaurancea  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Asbviit  Dickiits, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 
Phtlabklpbia,  August  10,  1836. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  address  the  honorable 
Asbury  Dickioa,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  and,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  informal  note 
of  the  4th  instant,  at  the  same  time  thanks  him  for  having 
taken  the  trouble,  At  the  request  of  the  undersigned,  to 
cause  inquines  to  be  made  at  the  War  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  dates  of  the  last  despatches 
from  General  Gaines,  and  the  places  whence  they  were 
dated.  By  the  said  note,  the  undersigned  is  informed 
that,  up  to  the  4th  insunt,  nothing  else  had  been  officially 
received  on  the  subject,  than  General  Ghdnes's  letter  of  the 
28th  of  June,  written  at  Gamp  Sabine,  and  that  conse- 
quently it  was  not  then  Itnown  at  Washington  offidally 
that  any  detachment  of  his  troops  had  crossed  the  Sabine. 

As  thif  unfortunate  movement  may,  however,  have  been 
iince  effected,  and  as  fresh  detpatchea  may  at  any  mo- 
ment arrive  from  General  Gainea,  announcing  it,  the  un- 
deftigned  soliciu  and  hopes  that  m  auch  event  Mr.  Dick- 
ins  will  have  the  kindness  to  communicate  it  to  him  as 
aoon  ae  possible.  Mr.  Dickins  is  no  doubt  sufficiently 
aware  of  the  position  of  the  undersigned,  not  to  be  offend- 
ed at  this  new  request,  nor  to  refuse  to  accede  to  it.  In  a 
matter  of  so  serious  a  nature,  the  undersigned  cannot  give 
credit  to  any  statements '  other  than  those  which  he  re- 
ceives through  the  Department  now  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Dickins. 

The  undersigned  availa  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
peat to  Mr.  Dickins,  the  acting  Secretary  of  State,  the  ai- 
surances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 


Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorottiza. 
DsPAaTxxirT  op  Statx, 

Washington,  August  23, 1636. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  th«  lu- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostia,  envoy 
eitraordtnary  and  minister  plenipoteotiary  of  the  NLeiicia 
republic,  in  ^mpliance  willi  the  request  contained  in  hit 
note  of  the  1 0th  instant,  that  it  appears  from  a  commoni- 
cation  addressed  to  the  undersigned  by  the  Semtar;  of 
War,  and  dated  on  the  d2d  instant,  thatuptothittias 
no  communication  had  been  received  at  the  Dspaitiniat 
from  General  Gaines,  showing  that  any  poitioii  oftiw 
force  under  his  command  had  crossed  the  Sabine  mer. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostisa  ths  wnnn- 
ces  of  his  moot  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 
His  Bxcellency 
Senor  Don  Manuel  Etdvabbo  ds  Gobostki. 

JIfr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Departmknt  op  Statr, 

Washington,  August  U,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  scling  SecreUry  of  State  of  ihe  Uni' 
ted  States,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Goroitin, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotsntia^  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  a  ftopy  of  a  report  from  the  district  it- 
tomey  of  Kentucky,  on  the -subject  referred  to  in  the 
newspaper  statement,  copied  into  Mr.  Gorostixa*s  noU  oi 
the  2Ut  ultimo,  which  report,  it  is  presumed,  will  bt 
found  entirely  satisfactory. 

*rhe  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  rsncv  to 
Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances  of  his  most  dittinguiih«d 
comuderation.  ASBURY  DICKINS. 

His  Excellency 
Senor  Don  Makdel  Euuabdo  ds  Goio«tiza. 

.  Ah'.  Sanders  to  Mr.  Dickins, 

FBAarKPomr,  Kentwhf, 

August  5,  ie». 

Six  :  I  have  received  .your  communication  of  the  STth 
ultimo,  informing  me  that  the  Mexican  roioistrr  bid  id- 
dressed  a  complaint  to  the  De|>artment,  founded  upon  i 
publication  made  in  the  New  York  Courier  add  Enqoiier 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  copied  from  the  Grand  Galf  (Misuttip- 
pi)  Advertiser,  announcing  the  passage  by  that  plies  of 
two  hundred  men,  under  the  c^immand  of  Colood  ^'^ 
on  their  way  to  Texas,  on  board  a  steamboat,  ""sitt 
drum  beating  and  6fe  playing,  and  suggesting  that  they 
will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  all  front  old  Ken- 
tucky," suggesting  therefrom  grounds  for  the  belief  tbit 
the  laws  for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  Voi- 
ted  States  have  been  violated ;  directing  me  to  iitqnttt  into 
this  case  and  report  to  the  Department  theTesoU'.iM 
commanding  vigilance  on  my  part  to  endeavor  to  preveoi 
similar  causes  of  complaint. 

In  answer  thereto,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  1  ^ 
personally  acquainted  with  Colonel  Wilson  and  sooe  of 
his  fellow  emigrants,  and  in  conversation  with  him  loa 
some  of  thorn,  they  assured  mc  that  their  object  in  Texu 
was  emigration  only ;  that  it  was  a  new  coontry,  onia- 
proved,  lands  cheap,  and  that  greater  induconenti  wm 
held  out  to  the  emigrant  in  that  than  any  other  coontrj. 

There  was  no  apparent  movement  by  Colonel  W  il*» 
or  his  associate*,  within  my  knowledge,  exhibiting  theo 
as  an  armedTorce,  or  in  a  position  to  outhoriw  the  infer- 
ence of  their  cerUin  intent  to  violate  the  neutral  ;«'»"?"■. 
of  the  United  Sutes  with  any  foreign  Power.  Nor  did  1 
perceive  or  did  any  information  come  to  my  knowlwj* 
upon  which  I  could  justly  institute  any  legal  procc«nof 
against  them.     They  orgtolsed  ^emselvas  and  Isftu* 


APPENDIX~r(9  Gaiei  Sf  &aton'$  Regi$Ur. 


183 


Mexicttn  Affairs, 


[25th  Cove,  lit  Sisb. 


country  as  emignmU,  and  I  know  of  no  authority  under 
•  tha  laws  of  the  United  States  which  can  prevent  any  man 
or  any  body  of  men  from  emigrating  whither  they  may 
chooae.  At  this  time  I  have  no  knowledge  or  information 
of  any  persona  imbodying  themselves  for  Texas,  in  any 
character  whatever. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  much  excitement  has  prevailed 
with  our  population  in  consequence  of  the  massacre  of 
some  Kentucktans  in  the  late  conflicts  in  Texas,  and  pub- 
Ikations  have  been  made  of  a  nature  designed  to  cheer  the 
Texiansin  their  conflict  for  independence;  beyond  this  I 
know  of  no  movement  of  men  calculated  to  disturb  out 
neutral  relations  with  Mexico. 

Should  any  thing  tangible  present  itself  on  this  subject, 
I  will  report  the  facts,  and  Uke  all  legal  steps  to  arrest  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  SANDERS,  Jr., 
V.  8,  Attorntyfor  the  District  of  Kentucky. 

To  Asnvar  Dicktnb,  Esq., 
Acting  SeereteuryofStait  of  the  United  States,  Washington, 

Mr,  .Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 

MfcXlSAN  Ll^GATIOV  llxTRAOaDIVABt  IV  THS 

UiTiTBD  States  op  Asiebxca, 
Philadelphia^  August  21,  1836. 
6rB  :  Although  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  commander 
of  the  Pensacola  station  will  have  already  taken  energetic 
^od  efficient  measures  to  protect  American  commerce 
agftinst  the  risks  with  which  it  is  threatened  by  the  bldck- 
ade  of  the  port  of  Matamoras,  lately  so  scandalously  pro- 
claimed by  the  individual  who  gives  himself  the  title  of 
Presidont  of  Texas,  I  still  consider  it  my  doty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  D.epartment  now  under  your  charge,  to  the 
illegality  and  the  nature  of  this  unheard-of  proceeding,  in 
order  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  at  my 
soKcitalion,  if  he  should  think  it,  as  I  do,  just,  order  the 
vessels  nf  war  of  this  nation  to  pursue  and  capture  the 
armed  Texians  who  pretend  to  maintain  this  blockade,  con- 
sidering and  treating  them  as  pirates. 

My  opinion  on  the  subject  is  formed  on  a  very  simple 
reasoning.     No  blockade  can  be  maintained  by  any  vessels 
except  vessels  of  war ;  no  vessel  can  be  considered  a  vessel 
of  war  unless  it  bear  a  commission  to  that  effect,  delivered 
by  some  competent  authority,  and  it  sail  under  an   ac* 
kuowledged  flag.     In  order  that  an  authority  be  competent 
Co  commission  a  vessel  of  war,  it  is  indispensable  that  it  be 
first  acknowledged  as  an  independent  Power.    In  order  that 
a  flag  be  acknowledged,  it  i^  likewise  imiispensable  that  the 
existence  of  the  nation  represented  by  it  should  have  been 
previously  acknowledged.     That  Texas  is  not  an  independ- 
ent Power  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations,  it  is  easy  to  prove, 
inasmuch  as  no  other  nation  has  treated  on  equal  terms 
with    its   self-styled   government;   and   that  its  flag   ha« 
not  been  yet  recognised  by  any  nation  is  aUo  obvious,  be- 
cause the  fact  of  its  existence  as  a  nation  has  not  been  re- 
cognised.    Huw^  then,  can  Texas,  without  being  an  iude- 
peudent  Power,  an<l  without  having  any  recognised  flag, 
commission  a  vessel  of  war  1  and  if  it  cannot  commission 
vessels  of  war,  with  what  vesscU  can  it  blockade  the  port 
of  Matamoras,  or  any  other  port  in  the  Mexican  territory  1 
Oertainiy  with  none.    The  armed  vessels  with  which  it  en- 
deavors to  blpckade  that  port,  not  being  vessels  of  war,  can- 
not impede  the  free  navigatiori^  of  neutrals,  much  less  seite 
and  detain  them,  without  committing  acts  of  piracy.  Their 
▼ery  presence  in  those  ports  is  a  crime  of  that  nature,  as  it 
i«  vvell  known,  from  the  declaration  of  their  so-styled  Presi- 
dent, that  they  went  there  with  his  orders  to  commit  such 
a,cta  against  the  comnicrcc  of  all  nations.     Now  it  is  evi- 
clexat  that  the  acts  attempted  or  committed  at  sea,  which  are 
^t:^*.eraUy  injurious,  acquire,  from  that  circumstance  alone. 


the  character  of  general  piracy,  and,  consequently,  that  the 
perpetrators  of  such  acts  are  and  can  be  no  other  than  hos- 
tts  humani  generis^  enemies  of  the  human  race.  Such  is 
the  doctrine  of  all  writers  on  national  law,  the  universal 
practice,  and  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Judge  Marshall* 
as  appears  in  the  speech  delivered  by  him  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash,  alias  Jonatlian 
Robbins. 

Be  pleased,  Mr.  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  these 
United  Slates,  to  submit  what  I  have  here  stated  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  President,  and  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  A   Dicaiira, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State* 

Mr,  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Gorostiza. 

Drfartxritt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  August  81,  18.3C. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Slates, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
in  answer  to  his  note  of  the  31st  instant,  that  the  Presi- 
dent, foreseeing  the  risks  to  which  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Sutes  might  be  exposed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
has  already  given  the  necessary  directions  fur  its  protection. 

In  respect  to  the  civil  war  now  carrying  on  between  the 
Mexican  republic  and  Texas,  the  United  States  have  adopt- 
ed, as  Mr.  Gorostiza  is  fully  aware,  the  same  course  of 
strict  neutrality  that  was  pursued  by  them  during  the  wars 
of  the  same  character  which  were  carried  on  between  Spain 
and  her  American  colonies.  The  measure  which  Mr. 
Gorostiza  propores  would  be  altogether  inconsistent  with 
that  policy.  Nevertheless,  the  undersigned  will  take  a 
proper  opportunity  to  lay  Mr.  Goiostiza*s  note  before  the 
President. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances  of  bis  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency 
ScnorDon  Mavubl  Eduaudo  db  Gorostiza,  8tc. 

Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Dickins, 
[Translation.] 
Philadkltbia,  August  26,  1836. 

The  undersigned  has  learned,  with  great  satiafaction^ 
from  the  informal  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  23d  instant, 
by  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of  State 
of  these  United  Suites,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  bad  not 
received  any  despatch  or  notification  of  the  reported  passage 
of  the  Sabitie  by  General  Gaiucs,  as  late  as  the  22d  instant, 
inclusive. 

The  undersigned  is  the  more  gratified  by  receiving  this 
information  from  Mr.  Dickins,  as,  from  the  contents  of  a 
letter  published  yesterday  in  the  Globe,  which  he  takes  the 
liberty  to  enclose  to  Mr.  Dickins,  there  was  real  cause  for 
apprehending  that  this  movement  so  important  and  disas- 
trous, had  been  actually  cflecied.  On  comparing  the  dates, 
however,  the  undersigned  now  begins  to  entertain  strong 
hopes  that  the  said  letter  may  be  one  of  the  many  fabrica- 
catlons  with  which  the  newspapers  daily  regale  their  readers. 

']~he  undersigned  repeats  to  Mr.  Dickins  the  request 
with  which  his  note  of  the  1 0th  instant  terminates,  and 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  him  the  as- 
surances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  A.  DicKixii, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


184 


APPENDIX— To  OaJteB  ^  Satan's  RegUUf. 


S5th  OoKo.  lit  Sbss.] 


Mtxiam  Affatrg, 


[Enclosure  in  the  above.] 
From  the  Fre«  Tmder,  Auguft  6. 

The  following  communicalion  was  handed  us  thia  morn- 
ing, by  William  Parker.  Es*!-,  of  thia  city,  who  has  just^ 
returned  from  Texas : 

Natchez,  August  4 ,  1836. 

Drib  8im :  I  left  Nacogdoches  on  Saturday  morning 
the  23d  ultimo.  Previous  to  my  leaving  there,  four  com- 
panies of  United  States  troops,  (dragoons,)  from  Port 
Towson,  had  arrived ;  six  companies  of  infantry  would  be 
in  Nacogdoches  the  next  day,  making  in  all  ten  com- 
panies. 

General  Gainea  thinks  with  this  force  he  will  be  able  to 
keep  the  Indians  quiet ;  I  think  it  doubtful,  and  should  not 
be  surprised  if  the  Sabine  should  be  the  seat  of  an  Indian 
war. 

Many  rumors  are  afloat  as  regards  the  Indians  inten- 
tions. One  thing  id  certain :  Bowles,  the  Cherokee  chief, 
is  determined  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Mexicans. 
He  says  he  is  a  colonel  in  the  Mexican  army,  and  will 
obey  their  orders.  Speaking  of  the  United  States  sending 
troops  across  the  Sabine,  he  saya  that  General  Gaines  dare 
not  cross  ihe  Sabine  :t  hat  he,  JSowles,  knows  the  treaty  as 
well  as  General  Gaines  does.  If,  however,  Bowles  falls 
into  the  hands  of  General  Gaines,  I  think  he  will  Jack- 
sonixe  him  a  little,  at  least  hang  him  up  to  dry. 

The  day  previous  to  my  leaving,  four  companies  left 
Nacogdoches  for  the  Texian  army  ;  two  of  horse  from  Red 
river,  and  two  of  infantry  from  Kentucky.  Judging  from 
their  appearance,  I  think  they  intend  to  play  the  game 
out     They  were  all  well  armed  and  equipped. 

Two  gentlemen  came  in  from  the  army  previous  to  my 
leaving,  bringing  the  news  that  the  commanding  general, 
Lamar,  had  sent  two  companies  foi  Santa  Anna,  to  bring 
him  to  head-quarters,  as  they  say,  to  try  him-  for  his  life. 
The  general's  opinion  is  that  it  is  to  keep  him  safe. 

General  Houston  has  written  to  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, protesting  against  this  proceeding,  and  states  as  a  rea- 
son, that  they  had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Santa  Anna ; 
that  this  treaty  has  been  sent  to  the  city  of  Mexico ;  that 
commissioners  have  ^Iso  been  aent  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  neither  of  which  have  as  yet  been  heard 
from,  and  that  he  thinks,  in  justice  to  Santa  Anna,  they 
ought  to  wait  their  decision.  The  report  of  Santa  Anna 
being  in  irons  is  not  true. 

Previous  to  these  gentlemen  leaving,  there  appeared  to 
be  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  cab- 
inet in  appointing  Lamar  to  command,  not  knowing  their 
views,  whether  he  was  to  be  commander-in-chief  or  pro* 
tem.  In  order  to  put  the  question  at  rest,  they  took  the 
vote.  Ob  counting  the  votes,  there  were  nineteen  hundred 
for  Houston,  and  three  hundred  for  Laraar.  I  have  seen 
many  men  from  the  army  while  tliere,  friends  of  Houston, 
as  well  as  enemies,  and  they  all  agree  that  Houston  is 
the  commander,  and  that  no  other  man  could  get  the 
command,  and  the  more  intelligent  say  that  it  was  never 
Bumett*8  intention  that  any  man  should  supersede  Hous- 
ton. 

The  Texian  army  are  at  Victoria,  on  the  Warloope. 
The  Mexican  army  arc  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matamoras, 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  Texian  army.  I  spent  some 
time  with  General  Houston;  his  wound ' is  healing.  Dr. 
Erian,  his  attending  physician,  speaks  of  the  wouud  as  if 
it  was  well,  and  siys  that  the  general  is  in  better  health 
now  than  he  has  been  for  two  years  before.  He  is  in  fine 
spirits,  and  informed  me  thst  he  would  start  for  the  army 
in  about  three  weeks. 

I  stopped  at  Gaines's  camp  a  few  hours.  The  General 
informed  ms  he  expected  volunteers  immediately  from  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee. 


JA*.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  GoroetSxa. 

DXFABTMEBTT  OP  StaTE, 

Washington^  August  31, 1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  Unitsd 
States,  referring  to  the  notes  addressed  to  the  Departawot 
by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pWufn- 
lentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  on  the  28th  ultimo  tod  4t)i 
inatant,  relative  to  the  instructions  given  to  General  Guuai 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  between  the  United  StMsi 
and  Texas,  baa  now  the  honor  to  traosmit  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  tbe  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  tke  Gov. 
ernor  of  Tennessee,  dated  on  tbe  6ih  instant,  diMpprov. 
ing  the  reqniaition  of  Greneral  Gaines  for  a  militia  force. 
It  is  not  doubled  that  it  will  be  entirely  aatisfaetory  to  Ut- 
Gorostiia  and  to  the  Mexican  GovernmeiU. 

The  undersigned  requests  that  Mr.  Gorostiu  wji)  t^ns- 
mit  to  his  Government  a  copy  of  of  the  PresidenOi  letter, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  render  unnecessary  any  ether  losirer 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza's  two  notes  above  mentioned. 

The  undersigned  avails  -hinraelf  of  this  occasion  lo  re- 
new to  Mr.  Gorostjza  the  assurances  of  hjs  moftdiiitin«\itih- 
ed  consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Don  M.  E.  Dx  GnmosTizi. 

P.  S.  The  receipt  of  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  Presi- 
dent*e  letter  having  been  casually  prevented,  the  Secreury 
of  State  ia  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting  a  newspaper 
Copy,  which,  however,  he  believes  to  be  entirelj  correct. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Goeernor 
of  Tennessee* 

HsKmtTAOX,  August  5,  1836. 

Sin :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  39th  ultimo  tod 
the  4th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  copies  of  commanica- 
tiona  which  were  addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  of  May  tnd 
35th  of  July,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  also  accompa- 
nied by  your  proclamation  of  the  20th,  founded  oo  tbe 
requisition  made  by  General  Gaines,  beariog  date  Iha  SSth 
June  last.  The  documents  referred  to  in  the  comnooica- 
tion  to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo,  from  the  War  Department, 
have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  obligations  of  our  treaty  with  MexioOi  u  well  u 
the  general  principle  which  govern  our  intercoarie  vidi 
foreign  Powers,  require  us  to  maintain  a  strict  oeoiraluy 
in  the  contest  which  now  agitates  a  part  of  that  republic. 
So  long  as  Mexico  fulfils  her  duties  to  us  as  tbey  vt  ^^^ 
fined  by  the  treaty,  and  violates  none  of  the  rigbu  which 
are  secured  by  it  to  our  cillzena,  any  act  on  the  pari  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  vrhich  would  tend  to 
foster  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  her  Government  and  U^Si 
whatever  may  be  their  character  or  form,  when  adminiv 
tered  within  her  own  limits  and  jurisdiction,  woaldbe 
unauthorized  and  highly  improper.     A  sciopuloQairoaa 
of  these  obiigationa  has  prevented  me  thus  far  from  dnng 
any  thing  which  can  authorize  the  suspicion  that  oar  Gov- 
ernment is  unmindful  of  them,  and  I  hope  to  be  eqatll) 
cautious  and  circumspect  in  all  my  future  conduct    Iti> 
in  reference  to  these  obligations  that  the  requisition  of 
General  Gaines  in  the  present  instance  must  be  consid- 
ered,  and  unless  there  u  a  stronger  necesidty  for  it.  i< 
should  not  be  sanctioned.     Should   this  necessity  not  be 
manifest,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  disposition  to 
befriend  the  Texians  is  a  common  feeling  wiih  the  du- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  obvious  that  that  reqursitioa 
may  furnish  a  reason  to  Mexico  for  supposing  that  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  may  be  induced  by  n>- 
adequate  causes  to   overstep   the   lines   of  the  neutratii; 
which  it  profeoses  to  maintain. 

Before  I  left  Washington,  General  Gaines  intimated  ta 
the  Department  of  War  that  some  indications  of  hostiliue* 
from  the  Indians  on  our  Western  frontier  had  been  made, 
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and  that,  if  it  became  nutuary^  he  shotUd  make  a  call  for 
the  militia.  He  had  also  informed  the  Department  ofihis 
ill  health,  and  asked  for  a  furlough  to  enable  him  to  visit 
Om  White  Sulphur  springs.  I  directed  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  grant  him  the  furlough/  and  to  inform  him  of  the 
apportionment  which  had  been  made  of  the  10,000  militia 
under  the  volunteer  act,  and  if.  the  emergency  should 
arise  which  would  make  it  necessary  to  increase  the  force 
under  his  command,  that  a  thousand  volunteers  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  another  in  Missouri,  raised  agreeably  to  this 
act,  would  be  enrolled  and  held  ready  for  the  service. 

This  force,  aided  by  the  portions  of  the  dragoon  regi- 
ments diat  would  be  statiened  in  that  quarter,  and  those 
of  the  regular  array  already  there,  were  deemed  amply 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  near  the  Indians 
referred  to.  There  are  no  reasons  set  forth  in  the  requisi- 
tion which  the  general  has  since  made  upon  you  to  justify 
the  belief  that  the  force  above  enumerated  will  be  insuffi- 
cient, and  I  cannot,  therefore,  sanction  it  at  the  present 
time.  To  sanction  that  requisition  for  the  reasons  which 
aooompany  it,  would  warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  done  to 
aid  Texas,  and  not  from  a  desire  to  prevent  an  infringe- 
ment of  our  territorial  or  national  rights. 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  whose 
pfowese  and  patriotism .  are  displayed  so  promptly  on  all 
occasions  that  threaten  the  peace  or  safety  of  their  beloved 
country,  have  been  called  out  on  this  occasion  without 
proper  consideration.  They  can  for  the  present  only  be 
mostered  into  the  service  and  discharged.  If  there  are 
funds  appropriated  out  of  which  they  can  be  paid,  an  or- 
der to  tUs  effect  will  be  given. 

The  ten  thousand  volunteers  authorized  under  the  late 
act  of  Congress,  are  intended  for  one  year's  service,  and 
must  be  employed  to  meet  all  necessary  calls  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  frontier  borders.  Should  the  occasion  arise 
for  a  greater  number  on  the  western  frontier,  the  call  will 
be  made  on  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
is,  however,  no  information  to  justify  the  apprehension  of 
hostilities  to  any  serious  extent  from  the  western  Indians. 
Should  a  necessity  arise,  the  brigade  from  East  Tennessee 
will  be  ordered  to  the  western  frontier  as  soon  as  their 
service  can  be  dispensed  with  wheie  they  are  now  employed. 
I  would  barely  add  further,  that  the  authority  given  you 
by  the  order  of  the  4th  of  May,  having  been  satisfied,  by 
yielding  to  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines^  a  new  au- 
thority from  the  Department  of  War  was  necessary  lo 
authorize  you  to  comply  with  that  of  the  28th  of  June. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  having  adopted, 
in  regard  to  Mexico  and  Texas,  the  same  rule  of  neutral- 
ity which  had  been  observed  in  all  similar  cases  before,  it 
iwas  not  to  have  been  expected  that  General  Gaines  should 
havo  hased  his  requisition  for  additional  military  force  on 
reasons  plainly  inconsistent  with  the  obligations  of  that 
rule.  Should  Mexico  insult  our  national  £g,  invade  our 
territory,  or  interrupt  our  citizens  in  the  lawful  pursuits 
which  are  guarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty,  then  the  Gov- 
ernment will  promptly  repel  the  insult,  and  take  speedy 
reparation  for  the  injury.  But  it  does  not  seem  that  ol- 
lenoes  of  this  character  have  been  committed  by  Mexico, 
OT  were  believed  to  have  been  by  General  Gaines. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
His  Excellency  N.  Cahkoit, 

Goverrwr  of  TennesiU, 
P.  S.  Before  closing  this  letter,  the  documents  referred 
to  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  as  having  been  transmit- 
ted to  me,  have  been  received. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbst,  J^ly  25,  1836. 
8ia:  Major  Creneral  Gaines  has  apprized  thia  Depart- 
— it  that  he  has.  made  a  requisition  uppn  your  excellency 
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for  a  regiment  of  mounted  gunmen  for  the  service  of  tha 
United  States. 

Copies  of  the  despatches  received  from  General  Gaines 
have  been  transmittMl  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
who  will  issue  such  orders  upon  them  aa  he  may  think 
circumstances  require.  Meantime  T  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that,  in  order  to  prevent  any  inconvenience  or 
delay  in  the  event  of  the  confirmation  of  General  Gaines's 
requisition  by  the  President,  a  disbursing  officer  will  be 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  with  the  ne- 
cessary funds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS. 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

His  Excellency  Newtok  Gait 5 on, 

Governor  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 
PHiLADtiVHtA,  September  3,  1836. 
The  undersigned  was  so  immediately  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  the  document  to  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  refers  in  his  note  of  the  Slst  of  August,  that  he  had 
already,  on  the  19Lh  of  that  month,  transmitted  a  copy  of 
it  to  his  Government.  By  this  means,  its  contents  will 
soon  be  known  in  Mexico,  and  the  Government  of  the  un- 
dersigned may  then  be  enabled  to  estimate  fully  the  parity 
of  the  international  doctrine  there  laid  down  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  justice  with  which  he 
applies  this  doctrine  in  the  present  emergency.  Even 
without  this  [exposition  of  mtemational  doctrine,]  the 
mere  fact  of  the  Presiident's  having  disapproved -the  requisi- 
tion of  General  Gaines  would  of  itself  sufifice,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  undersigned,  to  cause  its  announcement  to  be 
received  with  peculiar  satisfaction  in  Mexico,  as  the. as- 
sembling of  60  many  American  troops  on  the  very  frontiers 
of  Texas,  although  it  would  be  perfectly  legal  as  long  as 
confined  to  the  known  limits  of  the  United  States,  could 
not  hut  in  time  occasion  disquiet  and  alarm  with  regard  to 
the  possible  consequences.  Of  the  latter,  none  would 
have  been  more  probable  than  their  organization  of  a  sys- 
tem of  progressive  desertion  in  favor  of  the  Texians,  and 
by  no  means  of  their  agents.  Who  can  deny  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  case,  if  he  for  a  moment  consider  the  ex- 
citement of  the  period,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  hy  lo- 
calities 1  But,  although  the  spirit  and  the  words  of  the 
President's  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  he  praise- 
worthy, and  may  be  attended  with  beneficial  efibcta  with 
regard  to  the  future  maintenance  of  a  position  of  s^t 
neutrality  on  the  part  oi  the  United  States  during  the  dis- 
turbances in  Texas,  yet  the  undersigned  regrets  exceed- 
ingly that  he  must  dissent  from  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Mr.  Forsyth  at  the  end  of  his  said  note  of  the  Slst  ultimo. 
For,  in  order  that  the  Department  of  State  diould  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  answer  the  notes  of  the  undersigned, 
dated  the  28th  of  July  and  the  4th  of  August,  there  must 
be  some  paragraph  in  the  said  letter  of  the  President  which 
would  serve  as  a  reply  to  the  question  urged  in  those  notes, 
and  the  undersigned,  though  he  was  anxioua  to  find  such 
a  paragraph,  has  been  unable  to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  the 
President  there  disapproves  the  requisition  made  by  Gen- 
eral Gaines  on  the  28th  of  June,  and  of  the  reaaona  on 
which  it  was  based ;  and  that  he  likewise  disapproves  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  in  considering  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  4th  of  May  still  in 
force ;  but  is  it  also  to  be  understood  that  the  President 
withdraws,  or  will  withdraw  from  General  Gaines,  the 
authorization  which  he  had  given  to  him  on  the  36th  of 
April,  and  had  confirmed  on  the  11th  of  July,  to  advance 
with  his  troops  as  far  as  Nacogdoches  1  If  Mr.  Forsyth 
can  answer  the  undersigned  in  the  afStmative,  he  will  be 
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fully  Mii^ed,  and  will  in  fad  acknowledge  that  then  is 
no  need  of  Mr.  Forayth's  again  occupying  himself  with 
those  notes. 

The  undenigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportanity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 
State  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  dis- 
tinguished consideration.     . 

M.  E.  DE  G0R08TIZA. 

Hon.  JoHV  Fo&STTH^  StenUxry  of  State, 

Mr,  Goroatiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 
Pbii.adbi.pbi A,  September  9,  1336. 
The  undersigned,  from  what  he  reads  in  various  news- 
papers, has  cause  to  fear  that  General  Dunlap  is  engaged 
in  enlisting  a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  in  Ten- 
nessee, who  are  to  march  to  Texas  under  his  orders.  The 
Yicksburg  Register  goes  so  far  as  to  state  that  their  number 
already  amounts  to  three  thousand,  and  that  they  are  all 
armed,  having  been  previously  intended  for  the  war  in 
Florida.  It  is  likewise  added  that  they  are  on  the  eve  of 
departure  for  that  destination.  Although  the  undersigned 
believes  that  this  scandalous  proceeding,  if  certain,  will 
have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  attorney  of  that  district, 
he  nevertheless  thinks  proper  to  denounce  it  to  the  honor- 
able John  Forsyth,  Secretaiy  of  State  of  these  United 
States,  in  order  that  it  may  be  verified,  opposed,  and  chas- 
tised according  to  the  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Forsyth  will  act 
with  the  utmost  promptitude  in  an  affair  which  is  of  such 
magnitude,  and  which,  if  prosecuted  to  the  end  propoacd, 
will  be  80  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  neu- 
trality adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  these 
United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration.  M.  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Jobh  Forsttb,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr,  Forayth  to  Mr,  Goroetiza. 
Dspa&tmbvt  of  State, 

Waahingtont  September  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Gor- 
oatiza, envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  a 
large  body  of  armed  volunteers  enlisting  in  Tennessee  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Dunlap,  who,  as  Mr.  Gorostiza 
■  learns  from  the  newspapers,  are  about  to  march  to  Texas. 

The  attention  of  the  district  attorney  for  Tennessee  has 
already  been  specially  directed  to  the  execution  of  the  laws 
for  preserving  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States ; 
and  no  snfficient  ground  is  perceived,  in  the  newspaper  re- 
ports referred  to  by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  for  further  instructions 
on  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  the  agent  of  the 
district  attorney  of  Mississippi,  who  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  proceedings  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  De- 
partment by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  also  upon  newspaper  informa- 
tion, in  hia  note  of  the  21st  of  July  last.  By  this  letter, 
and  that  of  the  district  attorney  of  Kentucky  on  the  same 
subject,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  on  the  16th  ultimo, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  United  States  officers  are  vigi- 
lant in  the  direharge  of  their  duty,  and  that  newspaper  re- 
ports are  not,  in  themselves,  safe  grounds  for  official  inter- 
ference. 

l^he  undersigued  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Goros- 
tfaea  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Hia  Ex.  SenorDon  M.  E.  Di  Gobostiza,  ifc. 


Mr.  Addison  to  Mr,  Fwreyth. 

Natchez,  August  20,  1836. 
Sib:  By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  .communintion,  %A- 
dressed  by  Asbury  Dickins,  Esq.,  acting  Secretarj,  (o  R. 
M.  Gaines,  ^sq..  United  States  dtoUict  attorney  for  thif 
district,  informing  him  that  the  Mexican  minister  hadmiie 
a  complaint  to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  subject  of 
an  armament  equipped  for  Texas,  as  reported  in  (he  Grand 
Gulf  Advertiser.     Being  connoted  in  the  practice  of  Um 
law  with  Mr.  Gaines,  and  requested  by  him  to  aUeod  to 
all  communications  directed  to  him  in  his  abience,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Gaines,  on  ucoqdI 
of  ill  health,  was  compelled  to  leave  home  about  the  80th 
of  June  last,  having  committed  the  duties  of  hit  office  lo 
my  care  in  his  absence.     In  reply  to  the  commumcatioD 
of  Mr.  Dickins,  I  have  to  state  that  no  information  of  such 
an  armament  as  described  has  been  received  by  me,  cither 
before  or  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Gaines,  and  further, 
that  no  information  of  any  other  armament  fitted  out  for 
Texas,  of  a  character  to  justify  proceedings  under  the  Uw« 
for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  Btatea, 
has  Iteen  received,   except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  Felli 
Houston,  Esq.,  In  which  Mr.  Gaines,  aAer  Oiing  gieal 
exertions  to  procure  a  warrant,  failed  to  do  ao.    If  any  ev- 
idence can  be  procured  in  either  of  these  cases,  it  will  be 
presented  to  the  grand  jury  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  district  court.     Vigilance  also  will  be  uied  (o 
prevent  any  future  infraction  of  our  neutrality  in  this  d» 
trict. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
A.  £.   ADDISON,  for 
R.  M.  GAINES,  17.  5.  D.  A. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Forsttb, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Staiea. 

Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr,  Forayth, 
[Translation.] 

Lkoatioh  ExTBAonoiifABT  or  MxxicQivTai 
UxiTSD  States  of  Amxuica, 

Philadelphia,  Sept,  10, 18S6. 

After  reading  the  letter  from  Nacogdoches,  dated  the  4th 
of  August,  which  appeared  in  the  National  Inteliigrncer 
of  yesterday,  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  the  MexiciD  ter- 
ritory has  been  already  unfortunately  violated  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  troops,  especially  aa  the  contents  of  that  lettn 
only  confirm  the  statement  to  the  same  effect  made  m 
others,  which  have  been  received  in  Philadelphia,  vA 
which,  as  I  leain,  were  written  at  Nacogdoches  on  the 
16th  and  the  20th  of  July.  That  published  in  the  Globe 
of  the  S5th  ultimo,  and  which  I  sent  to  the  Departmeot  of 
State  with  my  note  of  the  26th,  was,  if  I  mistake  tifi^, 
dated  the  2Hd  [July.] 

It  appears  therefore  that  the  6rat  troops  which  invidad 
and  occupied  Nacogdochea  were  three  or  four  compaiue«of 
dragoons,  who  were  previously  in  Arkansas,  and  hulno 
need  of  passing  the  Sabine  in  order  to  reach  that  pUot, 
and  that  they  were  afterwards  reinforced  by  some  ron- 
panies  of  infantry  which  had  formed  part  of  the  force  tl 
General  Gaines*8  encampment.  If  this  be  ceruin,  aoJ  if 
the  War  Department  has  not  received  despatches  from  that 
general  on  the  subject,  there  must  necessarily  hs?e  beeat 
miscarriage  of  its  correspondence. 

However  that  may  be,  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  Slate,  nurt 
know  that  I  have  now  more  cauiae  than  ever  to  be  aoxidw 
for  a  reply  to  my  notes  of  the  28th  of  July  and  the  4th of 
August.  The  resolution  of  the  President  will,  in  my  ^ 
ion,  determine  the  character  of  the  relations  which  are  io 
exist  immediately  thenceforward  between  the  two  coantnei* 
and  ahould  that  resolution  be,  contraiy  to  all  my  tv^' 


APPENDIX— 7V>  Gales  8f  SeatofCs  Register. 


187 


Mexican  Affair$. 


[25th  Coiro.  Ist  Sesb- 


iwns,  tdverse  to  the  right«  of  Mexico,  it  will  also  neces- 
Bsriiy  determine  as  to  the  existence  of  a  mission  by  which  I 
am  so  highly  honored. 

I  repeat,  however,  that  I  do  not  anticipate  this.  The 
language  used  by  the  President,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of 
August,  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  is  so  frank,  gener- 
oufl,  and  friendly  towards  Mexicq,  and  the  principles  there- 
in professed  by  him  are  so  exact  and  equitable,  that  it 
would  certainly  be  a  gratuitous  injury  to  his  feelings,  to  sop- 
pose  for  a  single  instant,  that,  on  an  occassion  a  thousand 
times  more  important  than  that,  he  could  think  and  act  in 
a  different  manner.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  entertain  such 
an  idea.  If,  at  that  period,  and  when  a  measure  was  in 
contemplation  which  could  only  give  rise  to  suspicions  of 
portiality  towards  the  Texians,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  hastened  to  disapprove  of  it,  in  consideration  of  the 
treaties  by  which  obligations  were  entered  into  with  Mexi- 
co, and  because  Mexico  had,  up  to  that  period,  failed  in  no 
respect  in  the  observance  of  those  engagements,  with  so 
much  the  more  confidence  may  it  now  be  expected  that  the 
President  will  recall  from  Nacogdoches  the  troops  which 
have  violated  the  Mexican  territory,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
principles  of  international  right ;  and  that  he  will  withdraw 
from  General  Gaines  a  dangerous  power,  which,  especially 
in  his  hands,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  evil  to  the  two 
repabltcB.  This,  sir,  as  I  conceive,  was  your  judgment, 
when,  in  sending  me,  on  the  81st  of  August,  a  copy  of  the 
President's  letter,  you  assured  me  that  its  contents  were  a 
sufficient  reply  to  the  notes  mentioned  above;  and  your 
opinion,  sir,  is  how,  as  ever,  of  great  importance  in  my  eyes. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  as- 
sonnees  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Jo  hit  FomsTTR, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr,  Goroctiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

[Translation.] 

Pbiladblphia,  September  12,  1836. 

The  uudenigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  ministei' 
j>lenipolentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  baa  the  honor  to 
address  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of- State  of 
these  United  States,  in  order  to  complain,  in  the  name  of 
his  Government,  of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  tlie  collector  of 
tbe  custom-house  of  New  York,  in  admitting,  as  he  has, 
what  is  called  tfie  Textan  flag  of  war  into  that  port,  and  to 
protest,  in  consequence,  against  this  proceeding,  and  the 
effects  which  may  arise  from  it,  as  he  considers  the  whole 
occurrence  most  injurious  to  the  rights  of  Mexico^  and 
znanifestly  at  variance  with  the  very  principles  which  the 
United  States  have  profoMod,  and  on  which  they  have  acted 
in  similar  cases. 

The  circumstances  of  the  affiiir  were  these :  On  the  1st 
Amj  ot  this  month  an  armed  schooner,  under  what  is  called 
the  Texian  flag  entered  in  the  port  of  New  York.     On  the 
smne  day,  the  Mexican  consul  wrote  to  the  district  attorney, 
soliciting  that  the  vessel  might  be  seized,  and  that  proasr 
crution  might  be  commenced  against  her  without  delay,  ac- 
crording  to  law  ^  it  being  evident  that,  as  her  character  of 
mw\  «nned  vessel  was  not  protected  by  a  flag  previously  re- 
c?og:nieed  by  the  United  States,  she  had  acquired,  from  the 
-f^jcX  of  entering  a  foreign  port  armed,  the  indisputable  char- 
ms ter  of  a  pirate.     The  district  attorney  answered  the  con- 
sul by  a  letter,  of  which  the  SecreUry  of  State  will  find  a 
c«>]>y  (A)  annexed  to  this  note.     He  will  there  see  that  the 
pr  in^pal  question  respecting  the  nature  of  the  flag  is  entire- 
l^y  fchoagh  in  courteous  terms,  set   aside,  and  that  the  at- 
K«>sn>ey  speaks  and  acts  merely  with  reference  to  general 
[-  «2  lee,  which  have  no  bearing  on  an  exceptive  case.     In  the 
23  ^«n  time  the  schooner,  eooouraged  by  this  impunity,  en- 


tered farther  into  the  port  on  the  2d  instant,  anchored  near 
the  Castle-garden,  saluted  the  town,  and  was  in  return  sa- 
luted by  a  volunteer  company,  (whether  by  or  without  the 
order  of  any  military  authority  is  not  known,)  after  which 
her  oflicers  and  men  landed  with  uniforms,  arms,  &c. 
The  consul  communicated  to  the  undersigned  all  that  had 
occurred ;  upon  which  the  undersigned  ordered  him  to  ask 
tin  collector  of  that  custom-house  whether  the  Texian 
armed  schooner  Brutus  was  really  a  vessel  of  war  or  an 
armed  merchant  vessel,  on  what  grounds  the  custom- house 
had  permitted  her  to  enter,  and  why  it  recoi^hised  her  flag, 
although  that  flag  had  not  been  recognised  by  the  United 
States.  The  consul  did  so ;  and  in  the  annexed  copy  (B) 
the  Secretary  of  State  may  see  the  strange  reply,  to  call  it 
by  no  less  gentle  a  name,  which  was  received  from  the  said 
collector;  to  use  a  proverbial  English  phrase,  it  speaks 
volumes.  The  undersigned  will  take  the  liberty  of  cur- 
sorily reviewing  this  answer. 

The  collector  begins  by  telling  the  consul  that  the  schoon- 
er is  a  national  vessel^  and  that  her  commander  has  ex- 
hibited a  commission  as  such  from  the  President  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  A  national  vessel !  Who  is  the  col- 
lector of  the  custom-house  of  New  York,  that  he  should 
thus  declare  to  bo  national  a  vessel  belonging  to  what  is 
called  a  nation^  but  is  not  a  nation  in  any  of  its  relations 
with  the  Governments  or  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 
He  doubtless  meant  to  say  that  she  waa  a  vessel  of  war,  as 
he  partly  shows  in  his  allusion  to  the  commission  delivered 
by  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Texas.  But  who  is 
the  President  of  Texas  ?  What  is  the  republic  of  Texas  1 
In  what  document  has  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of 
New  York  read  that  the  United  States  have  yet  recognised 
either  the  President  or  the  republic,  even  as  existing  ?  In 
what  case  has  he  seen  his  own  Government  applying  to 
them  the  names  by  which  he  calls  them  1  And  even 
though  all  this  may  have  been,  how  is  the  collector  assured 
that  the  commission  is  a  true  one  ?  How  does  he  know 
that  it  is  sufficient  to  establish  the  national  character  of  the 
vessel  ?  Has  he  learnt  whether  other  conditions  may  not 
be  necessary,  from  any  navigation  act  made  by  the  Texians, 
if  any  such  act  have  been  made  in  Texas  t  Has  he  ascer- 
tained the  origin  of  the  crew  and  the  number  of  Texians  in 
iti  Has  he  inquired  where  the  vessel  was  built,  add 
whether,  in  case  it  should  have  been  built  in  the  ITnited 
States,  it  be  or  be  not  entitled  to  enter  a  port  in  those 
States  as  a  belligerent  ?  If  none  of  these  conditions  should, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  collector  of  the  New  York  custom- 
house, be  required,  in  order  that  a  vessel  which  is  not  re- 
cognised may  enter  armed  into  that  port,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  all  the  pirates  in  the  world  do  not  take  refuge 
there.  Tf  one  of  them  could  certainly  be  without  a  sheet  of 
paper  to  write  a  commission  on,  or  a  strip  of  bunting  for  a 
flag. 

The  collector  next  tells  the  consul  that,  having  received 
no  orders  from  his  Government  to  interdict  the  entrance  of 
the  Tessels  of  the  republic  of  Texas  into  that  district,  he  did 
not  feel  himself  authorized  to  prevent  the  Brutus  from  en- 
tering, or  to  molest  her  afterwards,  so  long  as  she  did  not 
violate  the  laws  of  the  country.  Now,  as  he  had  received 
no  orders  to  admit  Texian  vessels,  why  did  he  not  wait  for 
such  orders  1  Does  not  silence  on  such  a  subject  say  enough  ? 
Could  he  have  supposed  that  his  Government  would  have 
tacitly  delegated  to  a  subaltern  authority  the  important  fa- 
culty of  determining  at  what  period  a  flag,  not  hitherto 
recognised  by  any  nation,  might  be  displayed  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States  without  inconvenience  tothem,  or  ofience 
to  some  other  Power?  How,  repeats  the  undersigned, 
could  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of  New  York  have 
imagined  that,  if  the  independence  of  Texas  were  to  be 
recognised,  the  first  step  towards  its  recognition  would  be 
left  entirely  at  his  discretion,  and  to  be  maJe  whenever  he 
pleased? 
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The  collector  then  states  that  it  has  been  the  practice  in 
the  port  of  New  York  to  treat  with  reapect  and  courtesy  the 
flags  of  those  nations  which  have  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent, and  maintained  their  independence  against  the 
authority  of  the  country  from  which  they  have  seceded. 
This  is  all  well,  provided  it  has  been  so  previously  deter- 
mined by  the  Executive,  and  not  merely  by  the  collector  of 
a  custom-house.  In  order  to  arrive  at  such  a  result,  an 
Executive  vi^uld,  from  respect  to  itself,  have  first  weighed 
carefully  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  have  examined  previous 
circumstances  .and  engagements ;  while  the  collector  of  a 
CQstom-huuse  might  aa  improperly  in  so  serious  a  matter, 
either  from  weakness,  or  from  ignorance,  or  from  being 
Notoriously  identified,  by  his  opinions  and  his  interests,  with 
those  who  display  the  new  flag. 

Finally,  the  collector  tells  the  consul  that  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  Texas  have  been,  for  some  months  past,  admitted  in 
New  Orleans  without  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  that 
custom-house,  and  without  any  complaint,  so  far  as  had 
been  advised,  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  consul  residing 
there.  Those  who  have  told  the  collector  so  deceived  him ; 
and  the  best  reply  to  bis  last  assertion,  which  destroy s,  also, 
the  whole  value  of  the  precedent  attempted  to  be  established, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  eubjoined  copy  (C)  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans  himself  to 
the  acting  Secretary  of  Relations  of  Mexico.  In  that  com- 
munh^ation  the  Secretary  of  State  will  see  that  the  consul 
did  perform  his  duty,  by  addressing  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
tom-house directly,  in  order  to  inquire  under  what  flag  he 
had  admitted  the  first  Texian  armed  vessel  which  entered 
that  port  on  the  1st  of  January  of  this  year.  The  Secretary 
of  Stato  will  also  see,  in  the  same  document,  that  the  only 
answer  received  from  tlie  collector  was  the  declaration  given 
indirectly,  that  he  had  determined  not  to  answer  the  consul 
at  all.  Now,  what  more  could  the  poor  consul  do,  when 
he  was  thus  not  even  allowed  to  obtain  evidence  ot  the  fact 
on  which  his  first  complaint  was  to  be  based!  Or  what 
was  the  use  of  addressing  his  complaints,  in  the  subsequent 
cases,  to  a  collector  who  had  already  adopted  the  magnani- 
mous resolution  of  giving  no  answer  to  any  question  which 
might  lie  put  to  him  1 

Such,  then,  so  futile  and  so  partial,  were  the  reasons  by 
which  the  collector  of  the  New  York  custom-house  has  been 
guided  on  this  occasion.  The  undersigned,  after  this  ex- 
posure of  them,  has  no  doubt  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  view  them  in  the  same  light,  and  that  he 
will  adopt,  without  delay,  such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
most  efficacious,  for  manifesting  his  entire  disapprobation 
of  the  official  acts  of  ihat  individual. 

With  regard  to  the  principles  by  which  the  United  States 
have  hitherto  been  always  governed  in  similar  cases,  they 
are  those,  so  obvious  and  so  well  known,  which  are  clearly 
laid  down  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  President's  celebrated 
message  of  March  8,  1 822.  Mr.  Monroe  there,  in  speaking 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  which  had  seceded  from  the  mother 
country,  says  that  *Hhe  United  States  had  acknowledged 
the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  as  belligerants,  so  soon  as  their  movement  had  assumed 
such  a  steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  render  their  ultimate 
success  probable,  and,  from  that  period,  they  had  been 
permitted  to  enter  with  their  vessels  of  war  and  trading 
Tesscls  into  the  porU  of  these  United  States  for  the  purpose 
of  obteining  provisions,  of  trading,"  &c.  Thence,  it  may  be 
naturally  inferred,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that, 
until  such  movement  bad  acquired  such  a  steady  and  con- 
sistent form  as  to  render  probable  (not  merely  possible)  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  said  provinces  in  their  struggle 
against  Spain,  the  United  States  neither  acknowledged  their 
possession  of  any  righte  as  belligerants,  nor  admitted  their 
▼easels  in  the  American  ports. 

There  was,  consequently,  a  grea  interval  between  the 
commencement  of  the  movement  and  the  period  at  which  it 


could  have  acquired  the  steadiness  and  eonsiste&cy  deemed 
requisite  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  its  termination  would 
probably  be  favorable ;  and  the  neutrality  which  miy  havt 
been,  and  indeed  really  was,  observfrd  by  the  Umt«d8tatei 
during  the  whole  of  that  interval  was,  ud  could  onlj  have 
been,  a  mere  neutrality  of  expectancy,  for  the  purpoM  o( 
seeing  whether  those  provinces  did,  or  did  not,  posen  i\» 
means  of  emancipating  themselves. 

Now,  even  admitting  the  case  of  Texas  to  be  simUu 
to  those  of  the  republics   which  were  formerly  cotooiei 
of  Spain  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  can  it  be  said  that 
the  Texian  movement  has  yet  arrived  at  the  point  which 
those  of  the  Spanish  Americana  had  attained,  when  tbs 
United  States  allowed  them  the  same  rights  1    It  would  be 
ridiculous  to  assert  this.     The  undersigned  will  not  wuts 
time  in  enumerating  the  various  resources  of  populitioD, 
riches,  and  the  elemento  of  society  possessed  by  the  8pui- 
ish  Americans,  and  certainly  not  possessed  by  theTexianij 
he  will  merely  remind  the  Secretery  of  Stele,  in  eorrobom- 
tion  of  his  previous  assertion,  that  the  pretended  iadepen- 
dence  of  Texas  dates  only  from  the  beginning  ol  bnlMaich. 
In  that  month  the  first  campaign  of  Texas  began,  tnd  du- 
ring the  whole  of  that  month,  as  well  as  the  greater  part 
of  April,  the  Texians  were  beaten  wherever  they  appew- 
ed.     They  had,  l>y  their  own  confession,  only  six  ban- 
dred  men  under  arms,  commanded  by  deneral  HouitoD. 
That  General  succeeded  in  surprising  the  vanguard  of  the 
Mexican  army,  and  it  was  then  only,  when  General  Saoti 
Anna,  who,  from  accident  or  excess  of  zeal,  waspraent, 
became  the  prisoner  of  the  Texians,  and  was  forced  by  them 
to  sign  an  armistice,  which  was  most  improperly,  and  io  a 
manner  most  contrary  to  all  probability,  obeyed  I^Genenl 
Filisola,  that  the  Texians  obteined  the  unexpected  advantafi 
of  the  evacuation  of  the  territory.     The  undersigned  con- 
ceives that  none  of  these  things  indicate  steadiness  or  cod- 
sistency  as  yet.     Had  the  general-in-chie^  President  9mU 
Anna,  not  been  present  at  the  San  Jacinto,  or  had  Genenl 
Filsola  not  obeyed  the  orders  of  a  captive,  the  conseqnentti 
of  that  battle  would  have  been  politically  unimportant,  and 
but  very  trifling  in  a  militery  point  of  view.     The  aitoaiioa 
of  the  Texiana  would  not  have  been  improved  by  the  ne- 
tory,  as  the  Mexican  force  was  still  six  or  seven  timea  gieater 
than  theirs.     Moreover,  the  season  of  rains  and  feven  im- 
mediately aAerwarda  rendered  the  eontinuatioo  of  the  vrti 
impossible-— a  circumstance  which  completely  acooooii  fot 
the  subsequent  Inactivity. 

The  Mexican  Congreaa,  however,  has  deprived  the  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  of  its  political  importence,  by  dedaiing 
null  and  void  all  acte  signed  by  President  Santa  Annia^ 
ring  his  captivity ;  and,  as  the  sickly  season  will  soon  haw 
ended,  the  day  is  at  hand  when  the  Mexicans  will  wm 
the  Colorado.  The  Texians  will  then  have  an  opportamty 
of  showing  whether  they  posseM  the  requisites  for  natioou 
freedom  and  independence.  We  ehall  then  judge  by  ttr 
tion,  not  by  accidents,  whether  their  movement  aswiw| 
the  steady  and  consistent  form  which  is  necesssiy  to  ^^ 
their  ultimate  success  j9ro6a6Zff. 

Meanwhile,  the  undersigned,  confiding  in  the  integnt; 
and  the  iropartislity  of  the  Glovernment  of  the  Unitfd 
States,  hopes  that,  adhering  to  the  principles  which  they 
themselves  established  for  the  guidance  of  (jieir  conduct  m 
the  cases  already  mentioned,  they  will  declare  their  poivt 
to  be  still  closed  against  the  veeaeis  of  the  Texiana, »» 
will  not  admit  them  to  the  righu  of  belUgerante  oot  of  tbi 
territory  which  is  the  theatre  of  the  war. 

The  undersigned  apologixea  to  the  Secretary  of -State  W 
the  length  of  this  note,  and  avails  himself  of  the  oea^ 
to  repeat  to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth  the  assuraocaia 
his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  £.   DE  GOfiOSTIZA. 

Hod.  Jobv  FomsTTN, 

Suntary  of  State. 
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A. 

U.  8.  DiflTEiCT  Attoewit's  Office, 

New  York,  September  1,  1836. 

Sir:  I  had  this  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  yoar 
letter  of  this  date,  advising  me  of  the  arrival  at  the  port  oi 
New  York  of  a  vessel  called  the  Texian  schooner  Brutus, 
and  hasten  to  apprize  you  of  my  earnest  wish  to  render 
every  aid  in  my  power  to  prevent  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  an  mfringement  of  their  treaty  with 
the  republic  of  Mexico.  In  this  wish  I  am  not  only 
prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty,  but  by  the  expressed  deter- 
mination of  the  Executive  of  this  Government  to  observe 
sn  entire  neutrality  as  regards  the  revolution  which  agitates 
the  Government  you  represent. 

To  promote  the  object  of  your  letter,  I  have  instructed 
the  marshal  of  this  district  carefully  to  observe  the  conduct 
which  may  be  pursued  by  the  commander  of  the  Brutus, 
and  immediately  to  report  any  acta  that  will  justify  my-  in- 
terference as  public  prosecutor.  Such  other  measures  will 
be  adopted  as  circumstances  may  suggest,  to  detect  and 
promptly  punish  any  violation  of  law  tending  to  interrupt 
the  friendly  relations  between  our  respective  Governments. 
Permit  me  to  invite  your  co-operation  in  this  duty,  by  in- 
forming me  of  such  facts,  within  your  knowledge,  as  may 
subject  the  factors  to  the  penalties  of  the  United  States 
laws,  by  which  it  is  forbidden,  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
arm,  or  to  increase  and  augment  the  force  of  a  vessel  of 
war,  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel,  or  to  begin  or  set  on  foot  a 
military  expedition  or  enterprise  within  the  United  States, 
to  be  carried  on  from  these  against  the  dominion*  of  a  for- 
eign State,  colony,  or  people,  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  M.  PRICE, 
Vnited  States  DUtriet  Attorney. 

To  Mr.  Sbbastian  .MemcADo, 

Mexican  Consul,  New  York. 

B. 

Nxw  York,  September  %,  1836. 
8im  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  yes- 
terday, of  your  letter  propounding  certain  inquiries  respect- 
ing the  Texian  vessel  now  in  this  port.  To  the  first  in- 
qairy,  viz.  **  whether  said  schooner  is  a  merchant  vessel, 
a  Tessel  of  war,  or  a  privateer,'*  I  answer  that  she  is  a  na- 
tional vessel,  the  commantler  of  which  has  shown  to  me  his 
com  minion  as  soch,  from  the  President  of  the  republic  of 
Texas. 

To  the  saeond  question,  vis.  *<upon  what  grounds  this 
oflice  has  admitted  said  vessel,"  I  beg  leave  to  state  that, 
lieTing  received  no  orders  from  my  own  Government  to  in- 
terdict the  entrance,  into  this  district,  of  the  vessels  of  the 
repttblic  of  Texaa,  I  do  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  ex- 
clude or  molest  her  unless  she  violates  the  laws  of  this  Gov- 
ornroent. 

To  the  third  inquiry,  vi«.   "upon  what  grounds  this  of- 

iiee  eeknowledges  a  flag  that  is  not  acknowledged  by  the 

United  States,"  I  am  constrained  to  answer,  that  it  has 

'kpcetk   the  practice  at  this  port  to  treat  with  respect  and 

oourteay  the  flags  of  such  nations  as  have  declared  them- 

0^1  vee  independent,  and  maintained  their  independence 

^M^cdnat  the  authority  of  the  country  from  which  they  have 

9C<ceded.     That  was  the  case,  always,  with  respect  to  the 

IWf  «xican  fi\g  before  its  indepetidence  was  acknowledged  by 

A.xaj  Goveroment  in  Ameriea  or  Europe.     It  is  believed 

g^fmst  down  lo  the  present  period,  Spain  herself  has  never 

a.«rluiowledged  the  independence  of  Mexico,  notwithstand- 

^  ra0  ibb  and-otber  Governments  have.     I  might  add  fiir- 

^Is^,  that  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  Government  of 

«X*^2**»  ^^'iAS  for  ^«  ^  "is  or  ^^^  moDths  been  con- 


stantly arriving  at  and  departing  from  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, without  any  hinderanee  on  the  part  of  the  officem  of 
the  customs  of  that  port,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  wlth- 
oat  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government 
or  its  representative,  furnishes  a  reasonable  inference  that 
my  Government  have  issued  no  orders  forbidding  the  use 
of  the  waters  of  the  United  States  to  vessels  of  the  descrip- 
tion referred  to. 

I  trust  the  answers  given  to  the  inquiries  eontatned  in 
your  note  will  be  satisfactory  to  yourself^  and  also  to  hw 
Excellency,  the  envoy  from  Mexico,  under  whose  instruc- 
tions you  have  addressed  me. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, SAMUEL  8WARTW0UT. 

Sbbastiak  Mbbcaoo,  Esq. 

Mexican  Consul,  New  York, 

Tramlation  of  a  letter  from  the  Mexican  Consul  at  New 
Orleans  toiiis  Govtrnment;  the  copy  of  which  forms 
document  C,  annexed  to  the  note  from  M,  Gorostiza^ 
dated  September  12,  1836. 
C. 
MxxiCAir  Consulate  at  Nxw  Orleans. 
To  the  chief  officer  charged  with  the  Department  of  Rekt" 
itons  of  the  Mexican  Republic 
X  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  with  this,  the  copy  of  a 
despatch  addressed  by  me  yesterday  to  the  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  republic  near  the  Government  of  these  States^ 
together  with  the  copy  of  the  document  to  which  I  refer  in 
that  despatch.     You  will  thereby  see,  sir,  that,  in  order  to 
make  known  to  that  gentleman  the  nature  of  the  reception 
of  the  armed  schooner  which  entered  this  port  on  the  2d 
ultimo,  from  Velasco,  under  the  character  of  Texian,  and 
bearing  the  name  of  Liberty,   (as  I  informed  you  in  my 
note  (No.  6)  of  the  day  and  month  above  stated,)  I  ad- 
dressed, on  the  6th  instant  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Breedlove,  the 
collector  of  the  custoim house  of  this  port,  a  plain,  and  un- 
doubtedly a  courteous  letter.     To  this  letter,  as  you  will 
see  by  my  despatch  to  M.  Castillo,  that  American  ofBcer 
has  not  deigned  to  reply,  although  four  days  have  elapsed, 
which  were  certainly  a  sufficient  period  forhim,  if  he  had 
chosen  to  give  me  an  answer. 

Mr.  Edmund  J.  Forstall,  a  weahhy  merchant  of  this 
place,  on  learning  the  circumstance,  entreated  me,  before 
I  informed  you  of  it,  to  allow  him  to  speak  to  Mr.  Breed- 
love  on  the  subject,  as  he  foresaw  the  bad  effects  which 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  this  officer  of  the  confederacy 
might  produce  on  the  commercial  relations  and  the  friend- 
ship between  the  two  republics.  I  willingly  acceded  to 
this  proposition  of  Mr^  Forstairs  from  the  persuasion  that 
the  intervention  of  so  respectable  a  person  might  be  attend- 
ed by  the  consequences  desired ;  cie,  however,  last  night 
informed  me  that  t?ie  eoUeetor  of  the  custom-house  luid  de- 
termined to  make  no  answer  to  my  letter. 

I  hasten  to  communicate  to  you,  sir,  this  strange  occur- 
rence, that  you  maj^ubmit  it  to  his  Excellency  the  acting 
President  of  the  repiblic.  I  do  not  venture  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  it,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  add  to  the  existing  ir- 
ritation, and  as,  indeed,  commenta  upon  it  would  be  super- 
fluous. I  will  send  to  M.  Castillo  y  Lanzas  a  copy  of  this 
part  of  my  despatch,  by  the  mail  of  to-morrow,  that  he 
may  use  the  contents  as  he  may  think  proper. 

God  and  liberty.     New  Orieans,  February  10,  1836. 
FRANCISCO  PIZARRO  MARTINEZ. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Oorostiza. 
DspARTiCEirT  or  State, 

Washington,  September  20,  1836. 
I      The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unitad  States, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
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Mr.  Goroitiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniater  plenipo- 
tpntiary  of  the  Mexican  repablic,  of  the  13th  inatant,  com* 
plaining^  of  the  conduct  of  the  collector  of  New  York,  in 
permitting  a  veaael  under  the  Texian  flag  to  enter  that  port, 
and  expresaing  the  hope  that  the  UnitiM)  States  will  declare' 
their  porta  to  be'cloied  against  the  vessels  of  the  Texians^ 
and  will  not  admit  them  to  the  rights  of  belligerants  out  of 
the  territory  which  is  the  theatre  of  war.  In  reply,  the  un- 
dersigned has  the  honor  to  observe,  that  the  coarse  pursued 
by  the  collector  of  New  York,  in  declining  to  exclude  the 
vessel  in  question,  which  bore  a  flag  alleged  to  be  that  of 
Texas,  and  the  commander  of  which  exhibited  a  commis- 
sion purporting  to  be  from  the  President  of  that  country, 
or  to  seize  or  otherwise  molest  her,  after  she  had  entered, 
was  in  accordance  with  the  principles  and  practice  which 
have  been  invariably  observed  by  this  Qovemment,  from 
the.  first  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  among  the  Spanish 
provinces  on  this  continent  to  the  present  time.  There  is 
nothing  contradictory  of  this  position  in  the  passage  which 
Mr.  Gorostiza  has  quoted  from  the  message  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress,  of  the 
8th  of  March,  1822,  when  properly  understood  and  con- 
strued in  connexion  with  the  antecedent  acts  and  declara- 
tions of  the  Executive.  It  is  obvious  that  the  exclusion  of 
the  vessels  of  the  one  party  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  admisaicn  of  those  of  the  other,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  an  impartial  neutrality  {  and  yet  the 
President,  in  the  same  message  from  which  Mr.  Gorostiza 
has  quoted,  states  that,  <*  through  the  whole  of  this  con- 
test the  United  States  have  remained  neutral^  and  have 
fulfilled  with  the  utmott  impariialiiy  all  the  obligations 
incident  to  that  character/'  In  a  previous  message,  of  De- 
cember 7th,  1819,  he  observes:  "In  the  civil  war  existing 
between  Spain  and  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemi- 
aphere,  the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  laws 
intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  neutrality.  Our  ports 
have  continued  to  he  equally  open  to  both  parties,  and  on 
the  same  conditions"  This  language  plainly  refers  to  the 
whole  of  the  contest;  and  the  President  is  not  to  be  under- 
stood, in  his  subsequent  message,  to  which  Mr.  Gorostiza 
has  referred,  as  intending  to  say  that  the  vessels  of  either 
party  were  only  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  period  when  the  success  of  such  party  ap^ 
peared  to  be  probable.  The  construction  which  Mr.*^Gor- 
osthui  has  given  to  the  particular  passage  he  has  cited,  is 
not  only  contradicted  by  other  passages  from  the  messages 
of  the  sai^e  Executive  ofHcer,  but  still  more  strongly,  if 
possible,  by  the  uniform  acts  of  this  Government  in  that 
and  similar  casea.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  vessels 
of  the  South  American  provinces  were  admitted  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  under  their  own  or  any  other 
flags,  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  :  and  it  is 
equally  true  that,  throughout  the  various  civil  contesto  that 
have  taken  place  at  diflerent  periods  among  the  States  that 
sprung  from  that  revolution,  the  vessels  of  each  of  the  con- 
tending parties  have  been  alike  permitted  to  enter  the  ports 
of  this  country.  It  has  never  been  held  necessary,  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  extension  of  the  rif^ts  of  hospitality  to 
either,  that  the  chances  of  the  war  should  be  balanced  and 
the  probability  of  eventual  auccess  determined.  For  this 
purpose,  it  has  been  deemed  sufficient  that  the  party  had 
declared  its  independence,  and,  at  the  time,  was  actually 
maintaining  it.  Such  having  been  the  course  hitherto  pur- 
sued by  this  Government,  however  important  it  might  Iw 
to  consider  the  probability  of  success,  if  a  question  should 
~  arise  as  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  should  be  made  a  prerequisite 
to  the  mere  exercise  of  hospitality  implied  by  the  admission  i 
of  the  vessels  of  that  country  into  our  ports.  The  declara- 
tion of  neutrality  made  by  the  President  in  regard  to  the 
exititing  contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  confined  to  the  limits  of  that  province,  or  of 


« the  theatre  of  war,'*  within  which  it  was  hardly  ^  W 
presumed  that  any  collision  would  occur,  or  any  question  on 
the  subject  arise ;  but  it  was  designed*  to  extend  every- 
where, and  to  include  as  well  the  United  Slates  and  their 
ports  as  the  territories  of  the  conflicting  parties.    The  ex- 
clusion of  the  vessels  of  Texas,  while  those  of  Meiko  tre 
admitted,  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  strict  neotiaV 
ity  which  it  is  the  desire  and  the  determination  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  observe  in  respect  to  the  present  contest  be- 
tween those  countries ;  nor  is  it  thought  necessary  to  icru- 
tinize  the  character  or  authority  of  the  flag  under  wbidi 
they  may  sail,   or  the  validity  of  the  commiasion  under 
which  they  may  be  commanded,  when  the  rights  of  this 
country  and  its  citizens  are  rospecteil  and  observed.    In 
this  frank  expression  of  the  views  and  policy  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  su  much  interest  as  the  war 
now  waging  between  Mexico  and  its  revolted  province,  it 
is  hoped  that  new  evidence  will  be  perceived,  not  only  of 
the  consistency  and  impartiality  of  this  Government  ia  its 
relations  with  foreign  countries,  but  of  the  sincere  desire 
which  is  entertained,  by  such  an  exposition  of  its  coune, 
to  cherish  and  perpetuate  that  friendly  feeling,  which  will 
see  in  the  scrupulous  regard   that  is  paid  to  the  rights  of 
other,  and  even  of  rival  parties,  one  of  the  surest  guaran- 
tees that  its  owfi  will  continue  to  be  resi>ected. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Ex.  Seflor  Don  M.  E.  nx  Gobobtiza,  drc. 

Mr,  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Gorostiza, 

DXPARTXEVT  OF  StaTF, 

Washington,  September  17, 1836. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  just  received  a  letter  from  tin 
President,  which  makes  it  important  that  he  should  In^c 
an  interview,  as  early  as  practicable,  with  Mr.  Gorostia, 
the  Mexican  minister  plenipotentiary. 

The  Secretary  invites  Mr.  Gorostiza  to  caJl  at  the  De- 
partment at  his  earliest  convenience. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  Ex.  Sr.  Don  M.  E.  bx  Gobobtiza,  dec. 

Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
[Translation.] 
MxxiCAir  Legation  ExTmAOBDiNABi, 
Philadelphia,  September  18,  1836. 
Mr  Deab  Sib  :  I  have  just  received  the  note  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  yeaterday,  and,  in  cob- 
sequence  of  it,  although  my  health  is  very  vrretcbed,  1  shall 
leave  this  place  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  so  thstlitu'^ 
hsve  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  the  Department  olSi«\e 
on  the  21st  instant,  or  the  22d  at  fartheaL 

I  conclude  by  repeating  to  you,  Mr.  Secrclsry  of  Scai«» 
the  asaurancea  of  my  very  distinguiehed  conaidention. 
M.   E.   DE  GOROSTIZA. 
To  the  Hon.  Juun  Forsttr, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Memorandum. 

Dkpartmsnt  Of  Statb, 

Washington,  SepiemUr  23,  1836, 
In  compliance  with  the  instructiona  of  the  HresideDt,  | 
had  this  morning  an  interview  with  Mr.  Gorostzss,  *» 
read  to  him  General  Santa  Anna's  latter  to  the  Pr«s-dcnt, 
and  the  reply,  t  also  informed  Mr.  Goroatiza  that  ii  ap- 
peared by  letters  to  General  Gainea^  from  one  of  the  mb- 
altern  officers,  that  some  of  the  troops  of  the  United  Stalfl 
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were  at  Nacogdoches.  I  read  to  Mr.  GoroBtiza  portions  of 
tbs  PresiJent's  letter  to  General  Gaines  of  the  4th  Septem- 
ber, which  related  to  apprehended  Indian  disturbances  in 
that  quarter,  and  his  express  directions  to  that  officer  not 
to  advance  into  the  Mexican  territory,  and,  if  occupying  it, 
to  retire,  unless  Indian  homtility  had  actually  begun,  or  he 
bad  undoubted  evidence  that  it  was  intended,  and  prepara 
rations  were  making  for  it.  Mr.  Gorostiza  denied,  most 
explicitly,  the  possibility  of  such  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians  as  anticipated  or  desired  by  Mexico.  He 
protested  against  the  discretionary  authority  given  to  Gen- 
eral Gainea  to  remain  on  the  Mexican  territory,  offering  to 
guaranty  that  the  fact  of  any  movement  of  the  Indians 
being  solicited  by  Mexico  or  Mexicans  was  false ;  insisted 
upon  his  answer  to  a  letter  inquiring  whether  General 
Gaines*8  troops  were  on  Mexican  territory,  and  protested 
that  their  remaining  would  impose  upon  him  the  paintul 
duty  of  withdrawing  from  his  mission,  and  returning  to 
his  Government.  Mr.  Gorostiza  did  not  deny  the  right  of 
the  United  Stales,  if  the  facts  were  true,  to  take  upon  it- 
self the  defence  of  ita  frontiers,  and  to  advance  upon  Mex- 
ico, who  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  false  to  her  obli- 
gations under  the  law  of  nations  and  to  her  tr^ty  stipula- 
tions. I  reminded  Mr.  Gorostiza,  that,  on  the  principle  in- 
volved, there  was  no  dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
roenU :  the  only  que^on  was  one  of  fact,  which  a  short 
time  would  solve ;  and  bo  would  have  perceived,  by  the 
orders  of  the  President,  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
would  be  withdrawn,  whenever  the  truth  was  ascertained, 
if  he  was  correct  in  his  belief.  Mr.  Gorostiza  proposed  to 
direct,  himself,  to  General  Urrea,  a  representation  of  what 
he  had  said  on  this  subject,  and  to  abide  by  his  answer,  re- 
lying upon  his  positive  denial  of  the  truth  of  the  charge 
against  the  Mexicans ;  and  that  he  would  give  assurance 
that  Indian  intervention  in  the  war,  or  hostility  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  had  not  only  not  been,  but  would  not  be,  in 
any  event,  sought  for  or  permitted  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States. 

The  interview  concluded  by  my  requesting  Mr.  Goro- 
stiza to  acquaint  his  Government  with  the  information  he 
had  just  received  from  mo.  As  to  his  proposition  of  refer- 
ence to  General  Urrea,  I  could  only  reply  to  it,  after  hav- 
ing seen  the  President,  who  would  return  to  the  city  in  a 
few  doys. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Having  examined  the  above  at  the  request  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stata,  I  find  it  substantially  correct 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Abstract  of  Uvo  kiiers  from  the  President  to  General 
OairUM,  given  to  Mr.  Goroetixa,  September  26M. 

**  The  President,  in  his  letter  to  General  Gaines  of  the 
4  th  September,  1836,  observes  that  the  United  States  are 
strictly  neutral  with  regard  to  the  struggle  going  on  in 
X*exas,  and  that  this  neutrality  must  be  observed  and  main- 
trained  by  General  Gaines  as  commander  of  the  United 
States  forces  on  that  frontier.     It  is  one  of  the  duties  of 
iWffexico  to  prevent  the  Indians  within  her  territory  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and,  if  Mexico  be  unwilling  or  unable  to  perform 
tfmat  duty,  the  United  States  are  authorized  by  the  law  of 
ra  ^tions  and  the  right  of  self-defence,  to  perform  it  for  her. 
If  €reneral  Gaines  should  be  satisfied  that  any  body  of 
f  f-adians  who  disturb  the  peace  of  the  frontier  of  the  United 
&9ftAtes,  receive  assistance  or  shelter  within  the  Mexican 
Lc  rriiory,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Mexico  will  lake 
>.fiEence  at  the  adoption,  by  him,  of  the  most  speedy  and 
i  ^eisive  measures  for  punishing  those  Indians,  and  depriv- 
g-m  s   them  of  the  means  to  prosecute  their  Uwless  designs 
ft  ^^^dost  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens.     For 
b  M  purpose  it  wilt  be  proper  for  General  Gaines  to  tak« 


an  advanced  position  which  may  be  moat  favorable  for 
securing  the  frontier,  and  he  will  be  authorized  to  pursue 
the  Indians  wherever  they  may  be  found,  without  regard 
to  the  Mexican  limita,  or  to  those  now  claimed  by  the  Texi- 
ans.  General  Gaines  must,  however,  be  careful  not  to  be 
deceived  by  the  evidence  on  which  an  act  involving  so 
much  responsibility  is  to  be  justified ;  and  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  must  not  occupy  an  advanced  post  in 
the  Mexican  territory,  unless  it  be  necessary,  unless  the 
peace  of  the  frontier  be  actually  disturbed,  or  there  be  a 
mora]  certunty  that  the  Indians  are  in  hostile  array  for  the 
purpose,  and  are  obtaining  the  means  of  operation  from  the 
Mexican  territory.  Should  General  Gaines  receive  evi« 
dence  that  the  Indians  are  committing  hostilities,  and  that 
they  pass  through  the  Mexican  territory,  or  otherwiie  use 
it  in  accomplishing  their  savage  designs,  it  is  his  duty,  for 
the  performance  of  which  he  is  responsible,  as  commander 
of  the  forces  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  States,  to  pursue  and  take  those  Indians  where- 
cver  they  can  be  found. 

<*  The  President  concludes  by  cautioning  General  Gaines 
against  holding  any  correspondence  with  the  chiefis  of  Mex- 
ico or  of  Texas,  other  than  is  indicated  in  the  instructions 
which  he  has  received  or  may  receive  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  General  Gaines  is  aware  that  the 
Mexicans  have  already  charged  his  soldiers  with  having 
fought  and  defeated  them  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and 
although  no  charge  could  be  more  groundless,  yet  the  cir- 
cumstance of  ita  having  been  made  shows  the  necessity  of 
caution  on  the  part  of  General  Gaines. 

**  In  his  second  letter  to  General  Gaines,  written  also 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1836,  the  President,  in  addition 
to  what  he  had  said  in  the  first  letter,  directo  General 
Gaines,  in  case  that  the  accounta  that  the  Indians  are  in 
hostile  arrsy,  and  that  their  designs  have  been  favored  or 
countenanced  by  the  Mexican  General  should  prove  to  be 
true,  to  march  with  his  whole  force  to  Nacogdoches,  or  to 
such  other  point  as  he  may  consider  best  calculated  to  en- 
able him  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  to  operate  succeasfully 
against  the  Indians  thus  combined  and  engaged  to  make 
war  on  the  United  States.  General  Gaines  has  been  al- 
ready informed  of  the  President's  views  with  regard  to  the 
right  of  self-defence  possessed  by  the  United  States^  when 
Mevco  fails  to  fulfil  the  engagements  made  in  the  treaty 
by  keeping  the  Indiana  at  peace  with  their  eitiiens.  The 
United  States  have  to  maintain  their  neutrality,  and  Gen- 
eral Gaines's  authority  to'  occupy  a  position  beyond  their 
limita  will  rest  upon  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  as  the 
means  of  protecting  their  frontier.  Should  General  Gainea 
4pd  the  statement  respecUng  the  Mexican  General's  ageney 
in  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  to 
be  untrue,  and  the  Indians  disposed  to  remain  at  peace,  he 
will,  of  course,  immediately  withdmw  his  forces  from  Na- 
cogdoches to  his  place  of  encampment  on  the  Sabine ;  but 
should  those  statementa  be  true,  he  ia  immediately  to  call 
into  service  the  thousand  volunteers  organized  in  Arkansas, 
and  the  same  number  organized  in  Missouri  under  the  late 
act  of  Congress,  and  to  advance  with  his  whole  force  to 
Nacogdoches,  or  to  any  other  point  favorable  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier  and  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities in  that  quarter.  If  Mexico,  (concludes  the  Presi- 
dent,) regardless  of  her  engagementa  made  by  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  excites  the  Indians  to  war  against 
them,  she  cannot  complsin  of  their  employing  the  most 
prompt  and  energetic  measures  for  their  own  defence,  or  of 
their  occupying  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  if  it  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  evils  which  she  has  oocaaaoned. 
General  Gaines  must  act  according  to  his  own  discretion 
upon  the  information  he  may  obtain,  always  bearing  in 
mind  the  neutral  position  of  the  United  States  with  regard 
to  the  contending  partiea  in  Texas,  and  the  obligations  of 
the  treaty  in  reference  to  the  Mexican  aath««ritiea.'' 
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Mr.  GoroaHza  to  J&.  Forty Ih, 
[Traiulation.] 

LeGATIOV  ExTRAOmVIlTART  OF  MSXICO, 

Washington,  September  23,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  when  he  called  the  altention  of  the 
honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  these  United 
States,  to  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  Tezas^  in  which 
General  Dunlap  is  now  engaged  in  the  State  of  Tennesse, 
not  only  bore  in  mind  the  recent  notice  to  which  he  alluded 
at  that  time,  but  also  recollected  that  he  had  not  long  be- 
fore read  a  letter  from  General  Houston  to  the  said  Dun- 
lap,  which  undoubtedly  referred  to  the  same  enlistment, 
and  which,  at  least,  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  Texian  relations 
existing  between  the  two  Generals.  This  letter  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  New  Orleans,  of 
July  6th ;  it  was  copied  in  all  the  papers  of  the  Union,  and 
has  been  disavowed  by  none. 

The  undersigned  is  indeed  well  aware  that  many  state- 
ments daily  appear  in  the  public  prints  which  are  so  en- 
tirely without  foundation  that  the  Department  of  State  can- 
not notice  them ;  but  the  Secretary  of  State  must,  on  his 
part,  also  know  that  there  are  so  many  places  in  the  United 
States  in  which  the  friends  of  Texas  are  now  infringinj^ 
the  laws,  to  the  injury  of  Mexico,  that  the  undersigned 
cannot  possibly  keep  agents  in  each  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  denouncing  such  persons  to  the  respective  authori-r 
ties ;  and  that»  consequeiitly,  the  undersigned  cannot  neg- 
lect the  slight  accounts  which  he  receives  from  the  press, 
without  running  the  risk  of  failing  in  the  performance  of 
one  of  his  principal  duties. 

The  Department  of  State  may  hereafter  determine  with 
greater  probability  of  assurance,  whether  the  undersigned 
has  or  has  not  cause  for  alarm,  and  may  also  at  present  act 
according  to  its  own  conviction  and  conscience. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  G0R08TIZA. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 

[Translation.] 

Legatioit  ExTBAORViNAmr  OP  Mexico, 

Washington,  September  27,  18:|6. 
Sim :  I  have  again  read  the  statement  of  our  conference 
of  the  23d  instant,  which  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  have 
drawn  up  for  the  President,  and  have  found  it  substantial- 
ly correct.  I  think,  however,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  avoid  any  misanderstandtng  hereafter,  to  have  it  ex- 
plained that  I  agreed  with  you  at  the  time  on  the  princifd/B 
that  neither  the  Mexican  Government  nor  any  one  of  its 
officers,  by  its  order^  could  ever  employ  the  uncivilized 
(sahages)  Indiana  in  the  contest  in  Texas,  without  jeofMird- 
izing,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  security  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  its  inhabitants ; 
that  hence,  if  at  any  time  such  a  thing  were  done  (which 
appeared  to  mo  impossible)  and  the  Indians  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Mexican  Government  or  agents  came  to  invade 
or  commit  hostilities  against  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  supposed  case,  I  agreed  with  you,  that 
Mexico  would  have  failed  in  the  duty  imposed  on  her  by 
the  33d  article  of  the  existing  treaty,  and  would  have 
moreover  violated  the  most  obvious  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  hence,  also,  I  considered  that,  in  such  a  case, 
and  in  sueh  a  rxtse  only,  would  the  United  States  be  justi- 
fied, after  having  repulsed  the  Indians,  in  occupying  tem- 
porarily wkh  their  troops  a  position  in  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory, as  a  means  of  security  from  a  similar  immediate  ag- 
gression, until  Mexico  should  have  satisfied  them  respect- 
ing what  had  occunretl,  and  have  given  them  sufficient 
f  narantees  for  the  future.  I  repeat,  however,  that  all  this 
rests  upoB  a  merely  supposed  case. 


With  regard  to  the  commanication  which  I  meao  to  id* 
dress  to  General  Urrea,  as  soon  as  the  Presidsnt  shall  hit* 
ordered  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  .evacuate  tba 
Mexican  territory  invaded  by  them,  and  not  befors,  \i  wiH 
consist  merely  of  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I  shall  write  oo 
this  subject  to  my  Government,  making  known  ibs  as. 
surances  given  by  me  in  its  name  to  the  Oovemment  af 
the  United  Sutes,  respecting  the  employment  of  the  uid 
uncivilised  Indiana  as  imputed  to  it.  This  I  axpiaaaed  t« 
you  in  the  said  conference,  and  I  had,  at  the  same  timei 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  if  I  should  now  write  t« 
General  Urrea,  it  would  not  be  beeause  I  sou^t  or  needed 
his  co-operation  in  this  matter,  but  because  I  eoniidendit 
advantageous  to  all  parties  thaft  the  notification  of  my 
agreement  with  this  Government  should  be  forwarded  to 
him  by  the  way  of  Pensacola  and  Matamoras,  instead  of  al- 
lowing him  to  wait  until  he  should  receive  it  from  Mexico. 
His  answer  to  my  communication  could  be  nothing  mors 
than  acknowledgment  of  its  reception ;  and  I  eookl  there- 
fore never  have  thought  of  abiding  by  it  (goftemarsw)  in 
any  way.  I  believe  from  my  acquaintance  with  the  prin- 
ciples and  intentions  of  my  Government,  that  1  can,  ivith- 
out  fear,  tSke  upon  myself  any  responsibility  to  winch  thii 
affair  may  subject  me. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  to 
repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  disdngoi^ed  con- 
sideration. M.  £.  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  JoBsr  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza, 

DXPABTMBHT  Of  StITE, 

Washington,  September  38, 1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  ofStateoftheUoite^ 
States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostiza,  enm  ei- 
traordinary  and>  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexicin 
republic,  that  his  communication  of  yesterday's  dale  ns 
received  a  short  time  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  famth 
for  Georgia.  On  the  return  of  the  President  it  will  be 
laid  before  him. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  aseonncn 
of  his  highest  consideration. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Don  M.  E.  De  GoaoaniA. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  Dickins. 
[Tranelation.] 

LEeATIOR  EXTmAOmDIKA.nT  OF  M&XICOIVTII 

UiriTiD  Statbs  op  Ambbica, 
Washington,  October  1,  1836- 

(Ten  o^eloek  in  the  ewmflj? ) 

Sib  :  At  this  moment  I  read  with  indignation  is  ^ 
newspapers  of  New  Orleans,  just  arrived,  a  proclamin" 
of  General  Houston's,  which  confirms  all  my  lean  and  it- 
alizes  all  my  predictions.  In  it»  General  Houston,  ^J^ 
himself  President  of  Texas,  and  under  the  pretext  M 
some  Indians  had  told  faim  that  other  Indiana,  in  eonjooci»8 
with  the  Mexicans,  (who  had  not  then  moved  from  .Mtt^ 
moras,)  were  about  to  attack  Nacogdoches,  ^^^^ 
militia  of  the  adjoining  counties  to  take  up  anna  is  "^ 
to  sustain  the  troops  of  the  United  States  garrisoning  t^ 
place,  until  General  Guinea  should  send  rdnfaxtrntui*^ 
it.  He,  moreover,  in  this  proclanaalton,  informs  the  o&^ 
of  the  said  militia  that,  as  they  arrive  at  Nacogdocbffr  o^ 
must  report  themselves  to  the  commander  of  Ou  rw«» 
States  troops,  and  remain  aubfeet  to  Jus  order. 

Although  I  cannot  persuade  myself  as  yet,  that  thii  "^ 
eral  Houston  has  the  slightest  grounds  fornlyiDgap^'^. 
co-operatioD  of  the  troops  of  the  United  Sutes  in  &««  ^ 
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the  rebellion  in  Texas,  ne^ertheleaa,  I  draw  the  conclusion, 
from  this  impudent  document,  that  he  is  endeavoring  to 
make  it  appear  so,  in  order  to  mislead,  by  this  faliaey,  the 
ftdventarers  whom  he  heads.  When  die  Tolanteers  of 
Texas  shall  have  fraternized  in  (he  eame  garrison  with  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  how  easy  will  it  be  for  them 
to  go  together  to  battle,  whenever  t\m  Mexicaner  advance. 
The  slightest  incident  will  then  serve  as  a  pretext,  and 
General  Houston  will  certainly  not  disregard  it. 

Therefore,  for  this  additional  reason,  and  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  arrived  in  Washington  this  day,  I  again  entreat 
you,  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  solicit  from  that 
gentleman,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  final  and  explicit  de- 
termination with  regard  to  that  which  forms  the  sole  object 
of  my  notes  of  July  28,  August  4,  and  September  10  and 
27.  As  the  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory  has  been 
already  unfortunately  effected  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  every  minute  which  elapses  without  relieving  it 
from  this  heavy  evil,  renders  deeper  the  wounds  inflicted 
on  the  honor,  the  rights,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Acting 
Secretary  of  State,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

M.  E.  DB  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Abbvbt  Dicaiirs, 

Acting  Secretary  oj  Stale  of  the  United  States. 

Mr,  Dickins  to  Mr,  Gorostiza. 

DspiaTHEHT  OP  Stati, 

Waehington,  October  13,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  laid  before  the  President  the  communications 
from  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  Mexico,  dated  the  4th  of  August,  and 
those  subsequently  received  on  the  same  subject,  together 
with  Mr.  Forsyth's  memorandum,  and  Mr.  Gorostiza's  ex- 
planations of  the  conference  of  the  33d  ultimo.  Mr. 
Gorostixa's  note  of  the  28th  of  July  had  been  previously 
transmitted  to  the  President,  at  the  Hermitage. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  acquaint  Mr.  Gorostiza 
that  the  President  has  given  the  fullest  consideration  to  the 
request  made  by  the  Mexican  Government,  through  Mr. 
Gorostiza,  for  the  recall  of  the  instructions  transmitted  to 
General  Gaines,  respecting  the  temporary  occupation  of  a 
post  within  the  territory  heretofore  claiined  by  Mexico,  in 
case  such  occupation  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tectbn  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  33d  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  each  party  binds  litself  to  restrain,  by  force, 
the  Indians  wiihin  its  limits  frofti  all  hostile  incursions  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  other.  It  is  well  known  that,  at 
present,  Mexico  is  unable  to  fulfil  her  part  of  this  stipula- 
tion. The  United  States  have,  therefore,  the  double  duty 
to  perform,  of  preventing  their  own  Indians  from  hostile 
incursions  into  Texas,  and  of  preventing  those  of  Texas 
from  entering  into  the  United  Sutes.  Their  first  obliga- 
tion is  to  Mexico  under  the  treaty  :  the  second,  is  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  to  whom,  as  a  paramount 
duty,  the  Government  owes  safety  and  protection.  If,  by 
the  failure  of  Mexico  to  fultil  her  part  of  the  obligation,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  United  States  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  c-ontiguous  Mexican  territory,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  perform  that  duty,  they  have,  from  the  necessity, 
the  right  to  do  so. 

It  is  true  that,  from  the  fulfilment  of  this  engagement  to 
Mexico,  the  United  States  may  be  released  by  Mexice. 
yind  the  objection  made  by  that  Government,  through  Mr. 
Gorostiza,  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  passing  the 
frontier  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  Indians  of  the 
XJnited  States  from  hostile  incursions  against  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  Mexico,  so  far  qualifies  that  engagement  as  to  re- 
lieve the  United  States  from  the  neeesnty,  and  thus  take 
away  from  them  the  right  to  pass  the  frontier  for  that 
object. 

But  the  right  which  results  from  the  obligation  of  the 
Government  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  remains, 
like  the  obligation  itself,  in  full  force.  Over  that  Mexico 
can  exercise  no  control ;  nor  can  she  either  qualify  or  lake 
it  away.  It  is  founded  on  the  great  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation, which,  as  it  constitutes  the  first  and  highest  duty  of 
all  states,  forms  the  very  essence  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  present  inability  of  Mexice  to  restrain  the  Indians 
within  her  territory  from  hostile  incursions  upon  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  if  they  should  once  be  engaged 
in  hostility  near  the  frontier,  and  the  barbarous  character 
of  their  warfare,  which  respects  neither  the  rights  ef  na- 
tions nor  of  humanity,  render  it  imperative  on  the  United 
States  to  adopt  other  means  for  the  protection  of  their  citi- 
zens. What  those  means  should  be  must  depend  upon 
the  nature  of  the  danger.  Should  that  require  the  tempo- 
rary occupation  of  passes  beyond  the  frontier,  the  duty  of 
self  defence  gives  them  the  right  to  such  occupation.  It  ^ 
needs  no  justification  but  the  necessity  which  led  to  it. 
But,  least  of  all,  could  it  afford  just  ground  of  complaint  to 
Mexico,  nnce  it  would  be  the  result  of  her  own  non-fulfil- 
ment of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  since  the  United 
States  would  be  doing  only  what  she  herself  had  engaged 
to  do.  Mexico,  indeed,  would  have  reason  to  congratulate 
herself  that  the  United  States  had  found  means  to  prevent 
evils  for  which,  except  fur  her  own  inability  to  prevent 
them,  she  would  herself  be  responsible. 

It  is  vrith  these  views  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
and  of  the  principles  of  national  law  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  of  his  own  obligations  under  the  circumstancef, 
that  the  President  has  acted.  All  the  instructions  to  Gen- 
eral Gaines  have  restricted  him  to  euch  occupation  as  may 
be  found  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defonoe.  And  those 
under  which  he  or  his  successor  is  now  acting,  fall  far  with- 
in the  principles  which  have  been  just  set  forth.  He  has 
been  directed  not  to  advance  into  the  territory  claimed  by 
Mexico,  and,  if  he  should  have  advanced,  to  retire,  unless 
the  Indians  are  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  unless  he  has  undoubted 
evidence  that  such  hostilities  are  intended  and  are  aaually 
preparing  within  that  territoiy. 

These  instructions  the  President  connot  recall  consistently 
with  the  obligations  of  the  high  trust  confided  to  him  by 
the  people  of  the  United  Siates,  unless  he  shall  be  satisfied 
that  the  danger  of  such  hostilities  no  longer  exists. 

If  Meiico  were  in  a  condition  to  control  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  heretofore  occnpied  by  her,  such  instruc- 
tions would  have  been  unnecessary,  and  would  never  have 
been  given.  The  President  would  have  relied  upon  the 
treaty  ;  and  the  dangers  against  which  he  now  finds  it  his 
duty  to  guard,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  Mexico  to 
prevent. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Gorostiza's  more  limited  admission 
of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  it  cannot  be  justly  de- 
nied that,  if  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  in  the 
instructions  to  General  Gaines  actually  existed,  and  were 
known  to  the  President,  it  would  be  his  duty  immediately 
to  take  the  measures  which  General  Gaines  is  now  autho- 
rized to  take  when  such  contingency  shall  have  happened. 
As  the  danger  was  represented  to  be  imminent,  and  the 
distance  of  the  frontier  exposed  to  it  is  great,  the  charge  of 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  these  contingenciee  was  con- 
fided to  the  commanding  general.  It  was  confided  to  him, 
howeTcr,  with  all  the  admonitions  necessaiy  to  secure  its 
faithful  execution ;  and  it  is  to  be  exercised  under  all  the 
responsibility,  moral  and  ofiicial,  which  the  importance  of 
the  consequences  resulting  from  it  may  create.  His  pro- 
procedings  will  be  open  for  inquiry ;  and  the  undeitigned  w 
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authoriiod  to  aMure  Mr.  GoitMtiza  that  the  Prerident  will 
■anction  no  disregard  of  the  instruetions  which  have  been 
given  for  his  government 

To  these  instractions  others  have  been  added,  enjoining 
the  commaiKling  general  scnipuloosly  to  respect  the  rights 
of  Mexico  under  the  treaty,  and  religiously  to  observe  and 
maintain  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  contest  between  Mexico 
and  Texas. 

Though  it  may  be  unnecessary,  yet,  for  greater  safety, 
the  attention  of  General  Arbuckle,  who  succeeded  General 
Gaines  in  the  command  of  the  western  frontier,  will  be 
particularly  directed  to  the  proper  observance  of  these  in- 
structions. 

Whether  any  portion  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  now  at  Nacogdoches,  or  within  the  territory  heretofore 
claimed  by  Mexico,  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  state. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  was  informed  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  con- 
ference of  the  28d  ultimo,  that  it  appeared  by  letters  to 
General  Gaines,  from  one  of  his  subaltern  officers,  that 
some  troops  of  the  United  States  were  at  Nacogdoches.  It 
would  appear,  by  information  in  the  War  Department,  that 
they  were  there  on  the  4th  ultimo.  But  no  intelligence 
has  been  received  since  the  conditional  directions  given  by 
the  President  in  respect  to  the  withdrawal  or  continuance 
of  the  troops  at  that  place.  Hence  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  per- 
ceive that,  until  the  arrival  of  further  information,  which 
may  be  looked  for  in  a  short  time,  no  positive  answers  can 
be  given  to  his  inquiry  on  the  subject  It  will  be  gfratify- 
iog  to  the  President  to  learn  that,  under  the  conditional 
instructions  given  to  General  Gaines,  that  officer,  or  his 
successor,  may  have  found  himself  authorized  to  withdraw 
the  troops. 

In  respect  to  the  pledge  oflbred  by  Mr.  Gorostiza  in  his 
conference  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  uncivilized  Indians 
have  not  been,  and  will  not  be  employed  by  Mexico,  or  by 
the  Mexican  officers  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  in  the  war  in  Texas,  or  in  hostility  against 
the  United  States,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  inform 
Mr.  Gorostiza  that  the  President  receives  it  with  great  satis- 
iaction.  Reports  of  a  contrary  character  had  been  received 
by  General  Gaines  and  made  known  to  the  President 
Without  admitting  their  truth,  the  President  had  neverthe- 
less deemed  it  proper  to  take  measnrfs  to  avert  the  danger 
which  they  threatened.  General  Gaines  was  therefore 
directed,  if  he  should  find  it  true  that  Mexican  officers 
were  exciting  the  Indians  to  hostilities  against  the  United 
States,  forthwith  to  call  ii.to  service  certain  volunteers  au- 
thorised by  a  late  act  of  Congress,  and  to  advance  with  his 
whole  force  to  Nacogdoches,  or  the  point  mo^t  favorable 
for  protecting  the  frontiers  and  putting  an  end  to  all  Indian 
hostilities  on  our  border.  The  import  of  Mr.  Gorostiza'a 
assurances,  which  the  President  cannot  doubt  are  made 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  views  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  wbieh  he  places  entire  reliance,  will  be 
immediately  commuincated  to  the  successor  of  General 
Gaines.  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  perceive,  however,  that  though 
the  liberal  policy  of  Mexico  of  not  employing  the  Indians 
in  the  war  in  Texas,  will  lessen  the  danger  of  an  inter- 
ruption to  the  peace  of  the  frontiers,  yet,  as  Mexico  is  not 
now  in  a  condition  to  prevent  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  this  assurance  of  Mr.  Gorostiza'a,  gratifying  as  it 
is,  is  not  alone  saffident  to  justify  the  President  in  coun- 
termanding the  measures  he  has  taken  with  a  view  to  de- 
fence against  such  hostilities  arising  from  other  causes. 

The  President  has  given,  throughout,  the  strongest 
proofs  of  his  desire  to  act  in  this  matter  with  all  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  rights  of  Mexico.  When  the  instructions 
were  first  given  to  General  Gaines,  the  urgency  of  the 
danger  was  considered  too  great  to  admit  of  Uie  delay  re* 
qniaite  for  any  previous  understanding  between  the  two 
Governments  on  the  subject  By  the  President's  direc- 
tions, however^  all  the  explanations  and  assurances  which 


the  occasion  called  for,  or  which  were  due  to  thefrindW  ' 
relations  between  the  two  oonntiies,  were  midctoMr. 
Gorostiza  by  Mr.  Forsyth ;  and  the  Pxesident  did  not 
doubt  that,  in  the  confidence  which  the  weUknovu  good 
faith  of  the  United  Sutes  inspires,  these  would  juvf 
proved  satisfactory.  It  was  with  great  regiet  that  tbs 
President- found  him^f  disappointed  in  theie  expecuUoQf . 
He  nevertheless  persuades  himself  that,  when  more  fully 
informed  of  the  motives  and  objects  of  the  meuort  to 
which  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  been  instructed  to  object,  of  iu 
limited,  temporaiy,  and  purely  defenaive  character,  sod  of 
the  positive  directions  which  accompanied  it  for  teipectini 
the  rights  of  Mexico  under  the  treaty,  and  muDtaioiog 
the  strictest  neutrality,  the  Mexican  Government  will  ocaw 
to  see  in  it  sny  cause  of  dissatiafaetion. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occssion  to  ofier 
Mr.  Gorostiza  renewed  assurances  of  his  most  distinguiih* 
ed  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

Hie  Excellency 
Senor  Don  Maitukl  EnuARDo  nx  GomosTtzi,  &c. 

Mr,  Gorostiza  to  Mr,  DickinM, 
[Translation.] 

MZXICAH  LxfrATIOK  EXTRAOXDIKAET  KXAX 

TBI  UiriTiD  Statks  or  Avx&ica, 

Washington,  October  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniHn 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  learned  with 
most  profound  regret,  by  the  note  dated  the  13ib  initnt, 
which  he  yesterday  received  from  the  honorable  AAoiy 
Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  SiatM^ 
that  the  President,  relying  solely  on  the  principle  of  wK- 
defence,  has  not  thought  proper  to  attend  to  the  jmt  com- 
plaints of  the  undersigned,  respecting  the  violation  of  tbi 
Mexican  territory  by  the  trooopo  of  General  Gsines,  ud 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  persists  in  his  intention  to  jsain- 
tain  the  righ^  which,  in  his  opiDion,  he  posoeseei,  to  cod- 
tinue  such  violations  hereafter,  whensoever  he  mij  con- 
sider them  proper  for  the  better  defence  of  the  fraotiec  of 
the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  evidently  cannot  for  a  moment  idnii 
the  existence  of  such  a  right,  because  it  would  be  e^uiv>- 
lent  to  acknowledging  that  every  nation  might  occupy  vilk 
its  troops  the  territory  of  another,  without  taking  anj  fiu- 
ther  trouble  than  merely  to  conceive  beforehand  that  iben 
appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  this  measure,  and  bccaw 
such  a  right  would  be  a  continued  threat  held  out  tguu^ 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  every  other  natioo; 
otherwise,  what  nation  would  not  desire  to  strengthen  iu 
frontier  at  the  expense  of  iu  neighbors,  if  iu  own  coonc- 
tion  were  admitted  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  act  1 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  undersigned  cannot  utek  lo 
the  latitude  which  the  President  gives  to  the  principle  of 
self-defence,  as  appUed  to  the  present  case.  Thit  pnoo- 
ple  would  never  have  been  allowed,  were  it  not,  u  U  th 
founded  in  justice  and  reason ;  were  it  not,  like  ail  the  odm 
principles,  together  composing  the  law  of  nations  ^^ 
from  that  natural  law  which  the  ancients  tanned  the  h* 
of  God,  and  which,  while  it  &xes  upon  us  the  c^^ 
tion  of  preserving  and  defending  ourselves^  equally  prob^ 
iu  us  from  so  doing  to  the  evident  injury  of  a  third  ptftji 
unless  in  a  case  of  absolute  necea^ty,  when  the  dinger  s 
imminent,  when  it  cannot  be  avoided  by  any  other  mcttS 
and  when  the  injury  apprehended  is  infinitely  grester  iIub 
that  which  we  are  about  to  occasion.  Now,  csd  it  ^ 
said  that  the  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory  hss  ben 
produced  by  a  necessity  of  thst  nature,  accompaoiei)  br  iK 
three  inseparable  conditions  ?  The  undersigned  uujt'* 
aware  of  nothing  which  would  lead  to  such  a  coado^D* 
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From  what  (he  undersigned  haa  obeerved,  the  luppoeed 

Ceditated  attacks  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Bd  States,  have  existed  only  in  the  imaginations  of  the 
TezisnSy  and  of  their  partisans ;  in  other  words,  they  were 
parely  and  entireiy  the  inventions  of  such  persons,  origi- 
nating solely  in  the  malignant  desire  of  injuring  Mexico. 
The  truth  of  this  assertion  will  be  rendered  sufficiently  evi- 
dent, by  a  mere  relation  of  the  circumstances.  So  long 
as  the  colonists  of  Texas  remained  in  submission  to  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  nothing  was  heard  of  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  those  Indians  to  4;ommit  hostilities  against  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  this,  too,  although  since  1832  therd  has  not 
been  a  Mexican  soldier  at  Nacogdoches,  nor  anywhere  else 
near  the  frontier ;  neither  was  any  thing  said  about  Indi- 
ans during  the  whole  period  of  the  rebellion  in  Texas,  be- 
fore or  after  the  capture  of  Bejar  by  the  Texians,  until  the 
month  of  March,  when  the  Mexican  army,  victorious  at 
all  points,  passed  the  Brassos  river.  There  was  then  no 
dotrbl  that  it  would  soon  reach  the  Sabine,  and  then,  for 
the  first  time,  it  was  pretended  that  fifteen  hundred  Indi- 
ans and  Mexicans  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Nacogdoches, 
laying  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  sword — a  grow 
falsehood,  invented  solely  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  Gen- 
eral Gaines  to  approach  the  Sabine  with  his  troops,  as  he 
in  fact  did.  ^  But,  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  the 
danger  to  which  the  Texians  had  been  exposed  disap- 
peared, and  the  Indians  also  disappeared  in  consequence. 
General  (Hincs,  who  had  a  few  days  before  called 
for  a  thousand  mountod  riflemen  to  enable  him  to  meet 
an  enemy  considered  still  more  formidable,  then  con- 
fessed that  the  alarm  was  false,  and  that  those  reinforce- 
ments were  not  needed.  A  calm  ensued,  which  continued 
just  so  long  as  it  was  believed  in  Texas  that  the  Mexican 
Government  would  confirm  the  treaty,  which  nothing  but 
force  could  have  induced  General  Santa  Anna  to  sign ; 
but  when,  about  tlie  end  of  June,  it  was  known  that  Mex- 
ico was  preparing  for  a  new  campaign,  immediately,  as  If 
by  enchantment,  the  hostile  Indians  again  appeared,  ac- 
cording to  the  statements  of  the  Teseian  commissioners 
who  went  to  Matarooias  to  effect  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
according  to  the  information  given  by  the  Texian  General 
Rusk  to  General  Gaines,  according  to  the  communica- 
tions received  by  the  latter  general  from  various  TeaianSf 
and  according  to  the  account  given  by  the  Texian  Major 
Sterling  C.  Robertson  to  General  Gaines  of  the  murder  of 
two  white  men  on  the  Navisota.  At  that  time,  also,  did 
General  Gaines  consider  those  same  mounted  riflemen, 
whose  advance  he  had  countermanded  after  the  battle  of  the 
San  Jacinto,  again  necessary,  in  order  to  oppose  the^n- 
eipai  MUgerant  /  and  at  that  time,  also,  did  the  defence 
of  the  frontier  of  the  United  Sutes  require  that  Nacogdo- 
ches should  be  occupied,  although  Nacogdoches  is  situated 
fifty  miles  beyond  that  frontier.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
clear  1  If  not,  the  undersigned  would  be  glad  to  learn 
what  evidence  General  Gaines  has  received,  to  induce  him 
to  take  the  step  which  he  has  taken,  other  than  from  the 
enemies  of  Mexico^  from  those  to  whose  interest  it  was 
that  the  United  Sutes  should  risk  their  neutral  position 
with  regard  to  the  territory  of  Texas. 

N'ow,  if  there  never  has  been  really  any  danger ;  if  these 
rumors,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  the  source  from 
which  they  were  derived,  ought  never  to  have  occaeioned 
any  alarm ;  if  a  part  of  these  rumors,  repeatedly  raised  du- 
ring the  last  seven  months,  have  been,  some  frequently, 
and  others  constantly  belied  by  facts,  what  confidence 
should  be  placed  in  them  ?  How  could  such  a  danger 
ever  have  appeared  imminent  1  How  could  it  have  been 
termed  ineoitahU  ?  In  fine,  where  was  the  absolute  ne- 
ceflstty  for  applying  the  principle  of  self-defence,  and  for 
trampling  under  foot,  in  the  name  of  that  principle, 
aa  baa  been  done,  the  moat  sacred  rights  of  a  friendly  na- 
tion 1 


But  the  President,  says  Mr.  Dickins,  was  obliged  to 
confide  in  the  information  which  he  received  from  the  gen- 
eral in  command  on  the  frontier,  and  he  is  ready  to  pun- 
ish that  general,  if  he  should  have  varied  ever  so  slightly 
from  his  instructions.  To  this,  the  undersigned  answers, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  partiality  of  General  Gaines  in 
favor  of  the  Texians  is  matter  of  notoriety,  and  that  his 
credulity  since  he  has  been  charged  with  the  command  on 
the  frontier,  has  been  so  great,  that  his  statements  should 
have  had  no  weight  with  one  so  enlightened  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States :  especially  since  his  character, 
and  the  influences  by  which  he  was  at  that  time  guided, 
have  been  so  clearly  exposed  by  the  Governor  of  Louisiana 
and  General  Macomb.  In  the  second  place^  the  under- 
signed observes  that  the  punishment  of  General  Gaines,  or 
of  any  other  general  who  may  hereafter  act  in  this  affair 
contrary  to  the  orders  received  from  the  President,  can  ba 
of  no  advantage  to  Mexico ;  it  cannot  tranquillize  her  at 
present,  nor  repair  the  immense  injury  which  she  has  sus- 
tained, and  may  yet  sustain,  from  the  abuse  already  com- 
mitted, or  which  may  be  committed  in  consequence  of  the 
discretionary  power  vested  by  the  President  in  the  gen- 
oral  commanding  on  the  frontier.  Of  what  import  to 
Mexico  would  be  the  dismissal  of  either  of  these  generals, 
if  the  Mexican  territory  has  been  invaded  through  their 
misconduct  1  If  the  efiect  of  this  invasion  has  been  to  in* 
spire  the  Texians  with  greater  confidence,  and  to  add  to 
their  forces  thousands  of  volunteers  who  would  never  have 
gone  to  Texas  had  they  not  believed  that  they  could  de- 
pend on  material  assistance  from  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  1  If,  in  fine,  by  prolonging  or  repeating  the  said 
invasion  during  the  period  of  the  approaching  campaign, 
the  mere  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  should 
be  sufficient  to  produce  embarrassments,  dangers,  or  col- 
lisions, which  might  overthrow  the  best  concerted  plana 
of  the  Mexican  army  ?  Mr.« Dickins  will  a^ee  with 
the  undersigned,  that  the  Mexican.  Government  could 
not  receive  as  sufficient  a  guarantee  which  assures  it 
against  none  of  the  many  risks  to  which  Mexico  may  be 
subjected. 

Mr.  Dickins,  on  this  subject,  observes  that  the  instruc- 
tions last  sent  to  General  Gaines  were  more  precise  and 
determinate  than  the  preceding  ones,  and,  consequently, 
that  his  successor.  General  Arbuckle,  may,  by  following 
them,  more  easily  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the  Pres- 
ident. But,  if  the  instructions  to  which  Mr.  Dickins  al- 
ludes are  those  otmtained  in  the  President's  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Gaines  of  September  4,  the  undersigned  catmot  agrea 
with  the  acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject.  On  the 
contrary,  he  considers  these  last  instructions  a  thousand 
times  more  arbitrary  than  the  first :  the  first  instructions  at 
least  fixed  the  point  at  which  the  invasion  was  to  be  made, 
whilst  the  others  leave  the  general  in  command  on  the 
frontier  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  the  Indians,  who  in  bia 
conception  might  be  disposed  to  commit  hosdlities  against 
the  United  States,  until  he  should  reach  them,  and  after- 
wards to  take  up  a  position  in  whatever  part  of  the  whole 
Mexican  territory  he  might  think  proper. 

The  President  does  indeed  charge  the  general  not  to  al- 
low himself  to  be  deceived  by  his  informers,  and  to  operate 
in  this  way  only  when  there  should  be  a  moral  certainty 
thst  the  Indians  aiv  in  some  way  using  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory in  order  to  prosecute  their  plans  of  aggression.  But 
were  not  the  same  charges  given  in  different  language  to 
General  Graines,  on  the  4th  of  May  and  the  11th  of  July, 
by  Mr,  Cass,  the  Secretary  of  War  1  We  have  already  seen 
how  far  General  Gaines  was  restrained  by  these  charges, 
and  how  far  his  successors  are  likely  to  be  resUained 
by  them,  if  they  yield,  as  he  did,  to  to  the  same  influen- 
ces, and  allow  themaelves  to  be  inveigled  by  the  same 
machinations.  And  such  must  certainly  be  the  case,  aa 
all  the  accounts  which  these  commanding  generals  receive 
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must  be  derived  irofh  a  coantry  inimical  to  Mexico,  and 
must  come  to  them  disdgured  b>  rancor  and  malice. 

For  this  reason,  the  undersigned,  has  always  protested, 
ever  since  his  replies  to  Mr.  ForsyiVs  memorandum  of 
April  20,  against  the  discretionary  power  with  which  the 
general  in  command  on  the  frontier  had  been  invested. 
From  his  own  experience  in  men  and  affairs,  be  was  im- 
mediately convinced  that  such  a  power  would  sooner  or 
later  render  its  possessor  the  arbiter  of  peace  or  war  be- 
tWeen  Mexico  and  the  United  States ;  and  the  uiidersigried 
was  too  well  aware  of  the  value  of  the  friendship  by  which 
the  two  nations  were  mutually  bound,  not  to  shudder  at 
the  idea  that  all  their  relations  were  about  to  be  placed  in 
dependence  upon  the  will  or  the  errors  of  a  single  individ- 
ual.    Mr.  Dickins  explains,  and,  in  his  own  conception, 
exculpates  the  United  States  with  regard  to  this  great  con- 
cession of  powers,  on  the  ground  that,  at  the  distance  at 
which  the  President  was  placed  from  the  theatre  of  war,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  provide  in  any  other 
way  for  the  contingencies  which  might  daily  occur.     Fut 
France  was  at  a  distance  from  the  United  States  during  (he 
late  difficulties  between  these  countries,  and  very  certainly 
the  United  States  would  not  at  that  time  have  been  oatis- 
iled  if  they  had  seen  that  an  admiral  of  Martinique  might, 
by  a  single  act  of  his,  have  at  his  own  pleasure  broken 
up  the  negotiations  pending  between  •  the  two  Govern- 
ments.    Would  they  not  have  said,  /md  with  good  rea- 
son too,  that  affairs  of  such  importance  involved  a  higher 
responsibility  than  that  of  one  man,  whether  admiral  or 
general  ? 

The  undersigned  must  likewise  notice  the  earnest  de- 
fire  which  be  has  observed  in  the  United  States  to  occupy 
Nacogdoches  at  all  events ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  assu- 
rances which  have  been  repeatedly  given  him  from  this  De- 
partment of  State,  that  the  said  measure  had  no  connexion 
wbatever|^with  the  future  determination  of  the  hmits,  he 
confesses  that  he  would  tTot  know  certainly  in  what  light 
to  view  this  earnest  desire.  The  undersigned  bears  in 
mind  that  this  same  Nacogdoches  has  already  been  declared 
to  belong  to  the  United  Sutes  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
his  letter  to  General  Gaines,  authorizing  him  to  proceed 
thither;  he  also  bears  in  mind  that  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  re- 
ceiving the  protest  of  the  undersigned,  on  account  of  this 
strange  pretension,  refused,  agreeably  to  the  President's 
orders,  to  enter  into  any  explanation  w  hatever  on  the  suh- 
ject.  The  undersigned  has  likewise  observed  that  in  the 
notes  from  this  Department,  as  well  as  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Gaines,  and 
the  Governors  of  some  of  the  States,  the  utmost  care  ap- 
pears to  hava  been  constantly  taken  not  to  apply  to  the 
Mexican  territory,  beyond  the  Sabine,  any  other  appella- 
tion than  the  ccntetted  territory ^  or  some  equivalent  term, 
as  if  the  existing  treaty  had  not  put  an  end  to  the  disputes 
which  had  occurred  with  regard  to  limits,  while  the  old  line 
of  Louisiana  ran  between  the  rivers  Mermento  and  Garca- 
sieu,  that  is  to  say,  thirty  or  forty  miles  on  this  side  of  the 
Sabine.  Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  (he  under- 
signed repeats  that  these  assurances  res|)ecting  the  nature 
of  General  Gaines's  movement  appear  to  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  him,  longer  to  dwell  on  these  strange  coinci- 
dences. 

Such  were  the  considerations  which  presented  them- 
selves to  the  undersigned,  while  he  was  writing  bis  notes 
of  the  38th  of  July  and  the  4ih  of  August.  He  then,  as 
now,  and  for  the  same  reasons,  viewed  the  invasion  of  the 
Mexican  territory  by  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales  as  an 
offiince  gratuitously  committed  againnt  Mexico,  inasmuch 
ai  there  had  been  no  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
and  there  was  no  legitimate  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  then  demonstrated  conclusively  the  enor- 
moos  injury  which  Mexico  would  suffer  from  this  inva- 
sion ;  and  he  then  finally  declared  that  if  the  President 


should  refuse  to  listen  to  these  just  complttDta,  hs  would 
be  under  the  sad  necessity  of  withdrawing  with  his  Isgt- 
tion  extraordinary.  The  undersigned,  however,  flattsRd 
himself  that  this  would  not  occur,  became  be  suppled 
that  his  reasons  would  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  equity, 
and  not  in  that  of  mere  expediency. 

Unfortunately  it  has  been  otherwi«e,  and  the  note  of 
Mr.  Dickins  has  deprived  the  undersigned  of  ail  hope. 
The  explanations  there  given,  in  the  President*!  name, 
have  convinced  him  that  Mexico  has  but  little  to  expect 
from  the  United  States,  seeing  that  its  most  sacred  rlgfati, 
as  well  as  ita  dearest  and  most  positive  interests,  are  now 
being  sacrificed  to  the  shadow  of  a  danger  hitherto  imagi- 
nary. Mexico  is  outraged  and  mined,  from  mouvei  of 
mere  precaution. 

In  this  sad  state  of  things,  the  underngned  wouU  fail  ia 
his  duty,  if  he  did  not  Uke  the  last  measure  which  i«  left 
in  his  power,  as  the  representative  of  Mexico,  and  ihow 
that  he  feels,  to  ita  fullest  extent,  the  injury  done  to  hii 
countiy  by  the  United  States,  by  declaring,  as  be  now  de- 
clares, upon  his  sole  responsibility,  that,  from  tbii  mo- 
ment, he  considers  hia  mission  at  an  end. 

The  undersigned  therefore  requests  Mr.  Dickini  to  mi 
him  his  passporta  to  Philadelphia,  for  which  place  be  mil 
set  off  to-morrow. 

The  undersigned  also  requests  Mr.  Dickins  to  have  tb 
kindness  to  present  his  reapecU  to  the  President,  and  ak) 
his  thanks  for  the  personal  attentions 'which  have  been 
shown  to  him  during  the  period  in  which  he  had  the  hoa- 
or  to  be  accredited  near  that  personage. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  repeats  to  Mr.  Dickins,  whit 
he  has  already  had  the  pleasure  of  saying  to  him  verbellj, 
that  he  will  ever  bear  in  mind  the  frank  and  noble  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Dickins  haa  acted  towards  the  ondar- 
aigned,  on  occasions  which  were  in  truth  by  no  meisi 
agreeable,  and  in  affairs  whicb«  from  their  nature,  ware 
much  less  so. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  miniitff 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  embrace!  thia  op- 
portunity to  renew  to  the  honorable  Asbuiy  Dickioi,  ut- 
ing  SecreUry  of  Sute  of  the  United  States,  tiie  aannncei 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUBL  £.  DE  G0R08TIZA. 
Hon.  AsBUBT  D1CB.1HS, 

Secretary  of  SlaU  of  Ihe  U,  S. 


Mr,  DickiriM  to  Mr,  GorotUza, 

DxrA«TXX3rT  or  Statk, 

Washington,  October  20, 1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  Suteof  tbcTiu' 
ted  States,  having  laid  before  the' President  tbeootao^ 
Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  mioistiT  pfenip^ 
tentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  IftthmataDt, 
has  been  directed  to  transmit  the  passporu  requeated  bf 
Mr.  Gorostiza,  and  they  are  accordingly  enclosed. 

The  President  regrets  that  a  mistaken  view  of  the  m** 
ures  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  adopt  for  the  deftnef 
of  the  frontier,  should  have  led  Mr.  Gowstiia  to  tenniiaa 
his  mission.  Tho  President  atill  trostis  however,  that 
they  will  be  more  justly  estimated  by  the  Mciicao  Go»- 
ernment;  and  that  no  proper  effort  on  his  part sbaflw 
wanting  to  prevent  misunderstanding  on  the  subjt^  "[' 
Ellis  will  be  instructeil  to  offer  auch  explanations  at  Mev 
CO  as  may  be  found  necessary. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occsFion  to  f«<* 
to  Mr.  Gorofetixa  the  assurances  of  hia  most  disiingui^ 
consideration. 

ASBUBT  DICKmS, 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  MxiruxL  EDuamso  i»x  Qomomth  ^ 
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[35thCoire.  Ist  Sxi s. 


OUR  RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

!  from  the  PreeiderU  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
:t  of  the  present  state  of  our  relations  with  Mexico* 
UsLte  of  R^esentatives,  February  7,  1837.  Kefer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

At  the  beginniog  of  thif  lesffion  Congrem  was  informed 
that  our  claima  upon  Mexico  had  not  been  adjusted,  but 
that,  notwithstanding  the  irritating  effect  upon  her  coun- 
cil of  the  moTements  in  Texas,  I  hoped,  by  great  for- 
bearance, to  a^oid  the  necessity  of  again  bringing  the  sub- 
ject of  them  to  your  notice.  That  hope  has  been  disap- 
pointed. Haying  in  Tain  urged  upon  that  (iovernment 
the  justice  of  those  claims,  and  my  indispensable  obliga- 
tion  to  insist  that  there  should  be  «  no  further  delay  in  the 
acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress,  of  ihe  injuries  com- 
plained of,*'  my  duty  requires  that  the  whole  subject  should 
be  preeentedj  as  it  now  is,  for  the  action  of  Congress, 
whose  exclusive  right  it  is  to  decide  on  the  further  meas- 
uree  of  redress  to  be  employed.  The  length  of  time  since 
eome  of  the  injuries  have  been  commitied,'the  repeated 
and  unavailing  applications  for  redress,  the  wanton  char- 
acter of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the  property  and  per- 
sons of  our  citixens,  upon  the  officers  and  flag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  independent  of  recent  insults  to  this  Govern- 
ment and  people  by  the  late  extraordinary  Mexican  minis- 
ter, would  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate 
war.  That  remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just 
and  generous  nations,  eonfiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
juriee  committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided ;  and  it 
has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  present  embarras- 
sed condition  of  that  country,  we  should  act  with  both 
wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to  Mexico  one  more 
opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past  before  we  take  redress  in- 
to oar  own  hands.  To  avoid  ail  misconception  on  the 
part  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  to  ^  protect  our  own  national 
character  from  reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given, 
with  the  avowed  design  and  full  preparation  to  take  im- 
mediate satisfaction,  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  demand  for  it.  To  this  end  I  recommend  that 
an  act  be  j)assed  authorizing  reprisals,  and  the  use  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  States  by  the  Executive  against 
Mexico,  to  enforce  them,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the 
Mexican  Government  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  the  matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another 
demand  thereof,  msde  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of 
war  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  those  ac- 
companying my  message  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  17th  ultimo,  will  enable  Con- 
gress to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  heretofore 
pursoed,  and  to  decide  upon  the  necessity  of  that  now 
recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concurrence  of 
Congres9,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find,  in  the  qondition 
of  the  affairs  between  the  two  countries,  as  disclosed  by 
the  accompanying  documents,  with  those  referred  to,  any 
well-grounded  reasons  to  hope  that  an  adjustment  of  the 
controversy  between  them  can  be  effected  without  a  resort 
to  the  measures  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  they 
may  be  assured  of  my  co-operation  in  any  other  course 
that  shall  be  deemed  honorable  and  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WABBiiroTOK,  February  6,  1837. 

DXPARTMSXT  07  StaTI, 

Washington,  February  6,  1837. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  tq  lay  before  the 
Prcaident  copies  of  papeia  upon  the  subject  of  the  relatione 


between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic, 
which  have  been  received  since  the  report  from  this  De- 
partment made  under  the  reference  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  ultimo,  together  with 
a  list  of  unsatisfied  claims. 

Respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  PaiBXDEVT  of  the  United  Siales. 

LIST  OF  PAPERS. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  6,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  3,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  6,  1836. 
Captain  Mervine  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  No- 
vember 3j  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  the  captain  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  No- 
vember 3,  1836. 
The  captain  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough, 

November  4,  1836.     Translation. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  7,  1836. 
Captain  Mervine  to  Mr.  Burrough,  November  5,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  commandant  at  Vera  Cruz,  Nov.  3, 1886. 
Midshipman  Renshaw  to  Captain  Mervine,  Nov.  6,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  November 

4,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  6,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  7,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  10,  1896. 
Depoeition  of  John  Morrow. 
Deposition  of  Deidrick  Erdmann. 
Deposition  of  William  Gibbs. 
Deposition  of  David  Alexander  Baird. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1836.     Translation. 
General  Gomez  to  Mr  Burrough,  Nov.  8,  1836.     Trans- 
lation. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Bnrrougl^  Novem- 

her  8,  1886.     Translation. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Buirough,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1836.     Translation. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1836. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Captain  Mervine,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1836.     Translation. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  General  Gomez,  November  9,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  12,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  14,  1836. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Burrough,  November  16,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  November  16,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  19,  1886. 
The  American  seamen  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Nov.  14,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  19,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  November  24,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  26,  1836. 
The  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1836.     Translation. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  the  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  Novem- 
ber 25,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Dec.  2,  1836.    Translation. 
Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Nov.  29, 1836.  Translation 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Burreugh,  Dec.  8,  1&36 -^Extract, 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Dec.  6,  1836.    Translation. 
Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Dec.  2,  1836.  Translation. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  22,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Nov.  15,  1836.  Translation. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  December  7,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  22,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Dec.  23,  1836.— Kop/nxc/. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  November  14,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  EJlls,  Nov.  17, 1836.  Translation. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  21,  1836.   Translation. 
The  same  to  the  same,  November  8O9  1836.   Translation. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Dec.  13,  1836.   Translation. 
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Mr.  Toroel  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Dec.  6, 1886.  Trantlttion. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Dec.  37,  1886. 
Mr.  MoDSBterio  to  Mr.  ElIU,  Dec.  21,  1886.  Translation. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  24,  1886.  Translation. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  27,  1886.  Translation. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  27,  1836.  Translation. 
Mr.  Burfough  to  Mr.  Ellis,  January  10,  1837. — Extraci, 
Depositions  of  the  American  seamen  imprisoned  at  Vera 

Cruz. 
List  of  claims. 

Mr.  EUit  to  Mr,  Forsyth. 

LlQATIOir  OT  TBS  UlTITlD  StaTBS  OT  AmBBICA, 

Mexieot  December  6,  1886. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportonity  to  trans- 
mit to  you  copies  of  all  the  documents  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  and  imprisomeut  at  Vera  Cruz  of  eight  seamen  at- 
tached to  the  United  Btates  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  Wil- 
liam Mervine,  Esq.,  commander. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very 
obedient  senrant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JoHir  Foxsttb, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr,  EWs. 

CoBBVLATK  UviTZD  SyATES  OT  AmKBICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  3,  1886. 

Sir  :  It  devolTCs  on  me  to  announce  to  you  the  occur- 
rence of  an  unpleasant  affiiir  between  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez  and  the  authorities  at  this  place. 

At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  a  boat  from  the 
United  States  ship  Natchez,  with  eight  men,  under  the 
charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  arrived  at  the  "muelle," 
bearing  a  letter  from  the  commander  to  my  address.  In 
order  to  convey  the  letter  to  me,  Mr.  Renshaw  left  the  boat 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  In  his  absence  the  men  found  means 
to  procure  liquor,  and  soon  became  more  or  less  inebriated, 
and  a  dispute  in  consequence  arose  between  one  of  them 
and  a  fisherman,  (as  informed,)  which  resulted  in  a  person- 
al conflict,  but  which  of  the  two  was  the  offender  I  have 
not  been  able  to  learn.  The  guards  stationed  at  the  gate, 
perceiving  what  had  taken  place,  rushed  down  and  attack- 
ed the  seamen,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  drove  a  part 
of  them  into  the  host,  leaving  two  upon  the  ground,  who 
had  received  severe  wounds  in  the  contest. 

The  officer  of  the  boat  arrived  soon  after  the  combat 
commenced,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  quell  it ;  and  in 
which  he  came  nigh  being  struck  with  the  bayonets  of  the 
soldiery  ;  but  even  after  the  men  were  driven  into  their 
boats,  muskets  (it  is  said)  were  levelled  at  them,  when  the 
captain  of  the  port,  perceiving  the  intention  of  the  soldiery 
to  fire,  ordered  them  to  desist. 

I  was  sent  for,  and  found  upon  the  "muelle,"  two  sea- 
men, weltering  in  blood,  both  badly  wounded,  and  the 
other  six  in  the  boat,  all  more  or  leas  injured.. 

Mr.  Renshaw,  now  addressing  himself  to  me,  remarked 
that  the  men  were  too  much  overcome  with  liquor  to  enable 
him  to  proceed  to  the  ship,  the  wind  being  high,  and  de* 
sired  my  advice  as  to  the  disposition  of  them.  I  replied 
that  I  thought  he  had  better  have  them  placed  in  the  guard- 
house, where  they  could  have  medical  advice,  and  remain 
till  sober ;  and  accordingly,  at  his  instance,  I  requested  the 
eaptain  of  the  port  to  take  charge  of  them,  which  he  did, 
ordering  the  two  that  were  most  injured  to  the  hospital. 

On  making  a  verbal  demand  for  the  men  this  day,  the 
ofiicera  of  Government  refused  to  give  them  up.  I  conse- 
quently waited  on  the  military  commandant  general,  who 
urged  that  **the  aeamen  had  infringed  the  laws  of  the 
country,  by  an  assault  on  the  soldiery,  (although,  as  I  be- 
Ueve«  did  but  act  in  self-defence,)  end  must  abide  the  pen- 
alty ;"  and  would  not  consent  that  they  should  be  liberated. 


I  proceeded  to  the  ship  Natchez,  and  made  known  to  the 
commander  the  facts  which  are  now  laid  befors  you,  tad 
who  will  to-morrow  make  a  formal  demand  of  the  nsiBai, 
at  the  same  time  assuring  the  authorities  that  if,  on  isTM. 
tigation,  it  should  be  found  that  they  were  the  aggmiofi, 
exemplary  punishment  shall  be  inflicted,  and  if  in  cm  the 
authorities  still  persist  in  detaining  them,  he  will  proceed 
with  all  despatch  to  Pensacola,  when  the  case  will  be  lub* 
mitted  to  Commodore  Dallas. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  the 
port,  has  taken  a  very  proper  and  correct  view  of  the  tub- 
ject,  and,  considering  it  but  the  evil  efiects  of  liquor,  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  arrest  the  crew  of  the  bott  oq  (ho 
occasion,  nor  were  any  objections  made  at  the  time  to  \heii 
embarking.  The  commandant  general  seems  disposed  to  ctr* 
ry  things  to  extremities,  and  has  intimated  that  the  men  are 
liable  to  a  sentence  of  «  procedure,"  and  which, it iifeued, 
without  timely  intervention,  may  be  the  peaalty  iofiicted. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  men  are  not  so  much  to  bluM 
as  the  authorities  would  wish  -to  make  it  appear  in  the  cim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant.  M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  PowBATAK  Elltb, 

Chargd  d* Affaires  U,  S.  of  America,  Umta. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  EUis. 

CoVSUtATX  OF  TDK  UkTTKD  StaTXS  OV  AmSICAi 

Vera  Cruz,  November  5,  1836. 

Sim:  The  seamen  belonging  to  the  United »Utii eioop 
of  war  Natchez,  imprisoned  by  the  authorities  of  the  Mex- 
ican Government  on  the  2d  instant,  are  still  in  a  stite  of 
incarceration. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  on  the  sib- 
ject  with  the  authorities  of  this  city.  The  leUer  of  Cip- 
tain  Mervine  being  at  some  length,  I  am  unable  to  fonraid 
it  by  present  conveyance.  You  shall  have  a  copj  of  it  ^ 
an  eariy  date. 

At  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock^this  evening,  I  have  recdrrf 
a  letter  from  the  military  commandant  general  of  the  de* 
partment  of  Vera  Cruz,  accompanying  other  letteri  to  the 
address  of  Captain  Mervine,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
our  respective  communications,  and  which  he  infomsui 
shall  receive  early  replies.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  nh 
son  to  suspect  that  be  expects  advices  from  the  capitei, 
with  which  he  has  communicated  in  regard  to  the  seaiBa 
in  question. 

On  further  investigation  of  the  occurrence,  I  aa  thi 
more  satisfied  that  the  American  seamen  were  but  little  in 
error.  I  am  engaged^in  taking  the  depositions  of  witnew* 
on  the  subject,  copies  of  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  thi 
legation;  and  from  all  that  I  can  learn,  the  seamen  were 
not  the  assailants,  but  were  barbarously  attacked  by  the 
Mexican  soldiery,  and  the  fishermen  of  the  conntij,  m 
inhumanly  treated  by  an  overwhelming  force,  armed  vit& 
loaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets ;  and  I  again  repnt. 
that  the  generous,  humane,  and  oflUcer-like  conduct  of  Mt. 
Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  the  port,  was  their  sahitioa. 
The  arms  were  directed  at  the  inebriated  crew  after  tbej 
had  reached  their  boat,  and  on  whom  they,  the  voUieiT. 
doubtless  would  have  fired,  had  the  captain  of  the  porti 
timely  interference  not  prevented  it  at  this  critts.  ^^^^ 
I  wish  it  may  be  understood,  as  I  trust  it  will  be  hereaftf 
proven,  that  the  soldiery  of  this  Govern  ment  were  the  dfai- 
ers,  and  not  the  American  seamen ;  the  latter  wcrealtacke^ 
the  former,  and  who  only,  as  it  would  appear,  acted  in  •»• 
defence.  The  poor  fellows  were  put  in  stocky  and  iw* 
kept  for  two  days,  since  which  they  have  been  renioTO» 
another  part  of  the  town,  and  probably  are  at  this  ii»» 
heavy  irons.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  *®'°**"J 
whether  they  are  supplied  with  sufficient  eusteotacfl  *.  ^ 
doubt  if  I  shall  be  permitted  to  see  theou. 
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The  proQOMiiiigi  of  tlM  military  comuMBdant  gtnieral  in 
Ibk  cue  are^  «■  I  am  infomied,  condemned  by  both  tbe 
eivii  tod  maritiffle  authorities  of  Vera  Cms.  I  hope  that 
700  will  be  pleaaed  to  take  such  measuree  aa  are  neceaaary 
for  the  releaae  of  oar  oountrymen,  all  of  whom  are  fine- 
looking  ftbie-bodied  aeamen,  and  whoee  lamentaUe  aitttatioa 
at  thia  ttme  oalla  forth  the  sympathy  of  all  foreignera  at  thie 
place.  Commandant  General  Vaaqoes  is  reeoWed  (aa  it  ia 
Katad)  to  detain  the  men,  and  try  them  by  the  laws  of  thia 
(ountry. 

I  ami  air,  moet  reapeetfally,  your  obedient  aervant, 

M.  BURROUGU. 

Hon.  POWHATAK  ElLI8, 

Charge  eTaffairea  U.  S.  of  AmericOj  Mexico, 

Captain  Mervine  to  the  Commandant  Vera  Cruz, 

U.  8.  Ship  Natchxz,  (off  bland  Sacrificioa,) 
November  2,  1836. 
Sia :  It  haa  just  been  reported  to  me  that  an  affray  of  a 
vtry  unpleasant  nature  haa  this  day  occurred  on  the  quay, 
it  Vera  Crux,  between  a  party  of  Mexican  aoldiers  and  the 
crew  of  ihe  boat  belonging  to  the  ship  under  my  command, 
during  a  momentary  absence  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  said 
boat.  I  have  therefore  to  expreas  to  your  excellency  my 
sincere  regret  at  the  occurrence,  and  to  afsure  you  that,  i^ 
upon  in<juiry,  the  provocation  shall  appear  to  have  origi- 
nated from  the  crew,  the  ofienders  shall  receive  merited 
punishment 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excel- 
lency's obedient  servant, 

WM.  MERVmE, 
Com*g  U,  S,  sloop  of  war  Natchez. 
To  JosB  AitDAiri,  Military  Commandant 

General  of  Marine  Department  of  Vera  Cruz, 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz, 

CoHSULATE  or  THE  U.  S.  A.  AT  VxRA  CrVZ 

November  2^  1836. 

Sir  :  I  request  that  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  consisting  of  eight  men,  and  which,  at  the 
instance  of  the  officer  in  command,  was,  on  account  of  in- 
cbnety,  yesterday  placed  under  your  charge,  may  now  be 
liberated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

To  the  Captaew  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr,  Burrough, 
[Translation.] 
Cattaivct  ot  the  Port  or  Vera  Crvb. 
It  not  beiifg  within  my  attributes  to  dispose  of  the  Ameri- 
can   seamen   who  were  arrested  by  the  principal  guard, 
by  reason  of  their  having  been  transferred  to  the  military 
commandant  of  this  place,  you  should  address  your  solici- 
tation to  the  said  commandant. 

This  1  have  the  honor  to  aay  in  reply  to  your  polita  offi- 
eial  note  of  this  date. 

God  and  liberty.     Vera  Cruz,  November  4,  1836. 

MANUEL  RODRIGUEZ. 
The  CoirauL  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 

Mr,  Burrough  to  Mr.  ElUs, 

CoirsviiATE  or  the  United  SrATss  or  America, 
Vera  Cruz,  November  7,  1836,  at  d^  P,  M 

Sxa  :  You  will  receive  herewith  copies  of  correspond- 
moe,  dtc,  in  relation  to  the  seamen  of  the  United  States 
ihip  Natches,  who  still  remain  in  prison. 


No  official  reply  has  yet  baan  received  by  the  commander 
of  the  Natchex  or  myself  from  General  Vasquex,  to  our  ra^ 
spective  communications  of  the  3d  and  4th  instant,  de- 
manding the  liberation  of  said  aeamen. 

I  was  called  upon  Jiy  the  major  of  the  plaxa  this  evening, 
who  desired  that  I  would  present  myself  before  the  fiscal, 
and  give  my  declaration  on  the  subject.  I  informed  him 
that  if  he  would  address  me  an  official  note  to  that  effect,  I 
would  reply  to  it,  and  declined  complying  with  his  verbal 
request,  on  the  ground  that  I  could  not  admit  the  authority 
of  the  Mexican  Government  to  try  the  seamen  in  custody 
by  their  laws,  inasmuch  as  they  were  individuals  engaged 
in  the  public  service  of  the  United  States,  and  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  our  country,  if  guilty  of  oflfonce.  Under 
this  feeling  of<*a  sense  of  propriety,  I  am  unwilling  to  lend 
myself  to  the  services  of  &e  Mexican  Government  in  any 
manner  that  might  bear  with  it  an  admission  of  the  privi* 
lege  of  the  military  at  this  place  to  punish  men  in  the  aer» 
vice  of  our  country — at  the  aame  time  having  observed  that 
I  had  stated  to  General  Vasqueo,  in  a  letter  covering  a  com- 
monication  of  the  commander  of  the  Natdiea,  my  views  of 
the  subject. 

It  is  possible  that  my  person  may  be  outraged  by  the  ao- 
thorities  for  not  complying  with  their  wishes,  and  very  ;Dof- 
eible  that  the  next  mail  may  convey  to  you  intolligenoe  of 
my  incarceration  with  the  Americait  seamen,  for  not  ac- 
ceding to  the  demand  made  by  the  officer  of  the  plaia  of 
this  city. 

You  will  be  pfeased  to  advise  me  what  course  it  is  proper 
to  pursue  in  this  case^  and  whether  I  am  obliged,  by  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  or  my  own  Government,  to  givea  dectara- 
tion  under  the  circumstsnc^  detailed,  without  having  re- 
ceived any  reply  from  the  commandant  general,  who,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  has  no  right  to  detain  the  seamen  in  question 
belonging  to  the  United  States  navy. 

Captain  Mervine  will  sail  on  the  9th,  as  be  informs  me, 
whether  the  seamen  are  delivered  up  or  still  detsined  by  the 
authorities. 

No  reply  to  my  lettara  accompanying,  requeating  permit 
to  visit  the  s«  amen,  has  yet  been  granted  ;  and  whether  the 
poor  fellows  are  living  or  dead  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  by  present  conveyance  the  depo- 
sitions of  three  persons  respecting. the  affray  upon  the  mole, 
but  find  myself  too  much  fatigued  and  indisposed  to  give 
you  copies ;  you  shall  have  them  by  next  mail.  Suffice  to 
say,  that  these  all  go  to  prove  that  the  Mexican  soldiery 
were  the  aggressora,  and  not  the  American  seamen. 

I  remain,  truly  and  moet  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

The  Hon.  Powbatar  Eius, 

ChargS  d'afitires  U,  8,  of  America,  Mexico, 

Captain  Mervine  to  Mr,  Burrough, 

U.  S.  sLOOr  or  war  Natcrks, 

(off  island  Sacrificiog, ) 
Near  Vera  Cruz,  November  5,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  herewith,  a  copy 
of  a  communication  I  made  to  the  commandant  general  of 
the  marine  department  of  Vera  Cms,  relative  to  the  late 
affray  between  a  party  of  Mexican  aoldiera  and  citizena,  and 
aeamen  belonging  to  this  ship ;  also,  a  copy  of  another, 
with  the  same  reierence,  to  the  commandant  general  of  the 
military  department ;  also  the  duplicate  of  a  statement  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  affray  as  witnessed  by  the  officer 
in  charge  of  said  seamen :  all  of  which  you  will  makeauch 
uae  of  as  circumstances  may  in  your  judgment  require. 

I  likewise  transmit  you  the  names  and  grade  of  the  men 
concerned  in  the  afiair,  and  who  are  now  in  confinement 
by  the  Government  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz,  via : 

Henry  Habest,  Samuel  Mouklen,  Samuel  Long,  Thomaa 
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DaTit,  'Richard  Freeman,  Jamea  Hoover,  Nathaniel  Grovea, 
John  Williamt— all  leamen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aerrant, 

WM.  MBRVINE, 
Commanding  IL  S.  sloop  of  war  Natehtz. 
To  M.  BvmaoveH,  Esq., 

U,  S,  Consul  ai  Vera  Cruz^  Mexico. 

Captain  Mervine  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

U.  8.  aLoop  OF  wiLB  Natchbz, 

(off  island  Sacrificios,) 
Near  Vera  Cruz,  November,  8,  1836. 

Sin:  Immediately  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
affray  which  yeeterday  occurred  on  the  quay  at  Vera  Crnz, 
between  a  party  ot  Mezit-jui  aoldiera  and  citizens  on  the 
one  aide,  and  the  crew  of  a  boat  belonging  to  this  ship  on 
the  other,  I  addreased  a  communication  to  one  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  police  of  the  city,  expressive  of  my  pro- 
round  regret  at  the  unfortunate  occurrence,  and  assuring 
him  that  if,  on  inquiry,  the  provocation  should  appear  to 
have  originated  from  the  American  seamen,  the  offenders 
should  receive  condign  punishment.  Not  being  acquainted 
with  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  preecribed  to  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  said  police,  I  addressed  myself  to  the  com- 
mindant  general  of  the  marine,  who,  I  have  aubaequently 
learned,  has  not  legal  cognizance  of  the  affair ;  and  I  have 
had  the  mortification  to  see  the  communication,  for  this 
simple  lact,  returned  unnoticed. 

Having  been  advised  that  your  excellency  is  the  proper 
functionary  to  be  addreaaed  on  this  occasion,  I  now  repeat 
my  sincere  regret  at  an  incident  of  ao  unpleasant  a  nature, 
and  my  assurance  that  T  am  prepared  to  UJte  the  necessary 
measures  to  ensure  a  punishment  proportionate  to  the  degree 
of  culpability,  if  any  shall  be  found  attaching  to  the  seamen. 

The  United  States  consul  informs  me  that  the  ssid  note 
was  submitted  to  your  perusal,  but  that  you  refused  to 
take  ofiicial  notice  of  it  because  it  was  addressed  to  another 
officer,  and  that  you  assured  him  it  was  determined  to  de- 
tain the  aeamen  for  trial  for  violating  the  laws  of  Mexico, 
and  further  efforts  for  their  release,  on  his  or  my  part, 
would  be  ineffectual ;  nothwithstanding  which,  I  have 
deemed  it  imperative  on  me  to  officially  addresa  your  ez- 
eellency  on  the  subject,  in  order  that  I  might  leave  no  prop- 
er means  unemployed  for  preserving  the  harmony  of  the 
two  Governments,  which  I  believe  would  be  endangered  if 
the  cx>urse  you  contemplate  were  presisted  in.  I  could  not 
have  anticipated  that  tbeafiair,  though  extremely  unpleasant 
in  itself,  would  be  magnified  into  the  importance  which  it 
appears  to  have  acquired;  nor  could  I  have  deemed  it 
material  to  which  of  the  departmenta  my  letter  might  be 
directiMl,  as  the  attending  drcumatances  were  regarded  as 
of  a  nature  to  dispoae  the  reflecting  on  both  sides  to  accept 
the  slightest  apologies,  and  to  forget  the  diagraceful  pro- 
ceeding in  renewed  assurances  of  good  feeling  and  a  cordial 
good  understanding.  It  was  not  supposed  to  have  arisen 
from  national  prejudice,  but  from  the  impulse  of  passion 
in  the  parties  concerned.  It  occurred  during  the  momen- 
tary abeence  of  the  officer  of  the  boat ;  tlie  seamen  at  least 
were  aomewhat  excited  by  a  too  free  indulgence  in  ardent 
spirits,  and  were,  therefore,  the  more  deserving  of  for- 
bearance from  those  not  predisposed  to  quarrel.  The  im- 
mediate occasion  of  it  was  some  abusive  epithets  inter- 
ehanged  between  one  of  the  seamen  and  a  citizen,  which 
reaulted  in  a  rencontre  between  them,  inducing  others  to 
engage  in  the  mutual  assistance  of  their  friends. 

These,  as  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  and  as  I  sincere- 
ly  t>elieve  will  appear  upon  an  impartial  inveatigation,  are 
substantially  the  facts  involving  the  culpability  of  the  sea- 
men. Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise,  net  to  say  indignation, 
on  learning,  by  the  return  of  the  boat  sent  to  bring  off  the 
aeamen,  that  they  had  been  put  not  only  in  duresse,  but 


in  stocks,  and  are  to  be  arraigned  before  a  forsga  tribonal, 
not  simply  for  a  misdemeanor,  but  as  felons,  aad  that  your 
excellency  intimat^  the  probable  result  would  be  eonrie- 
tion  and  aentenee  tp  the  **  ball  and  chain,"  and  lix  jean^ 
employment  in  awaeping  the  atreets  of  Vera  Cros.  I  ap- 
peal to  your  aenae  0f  juatice,  what  ia  there  in  thedream- 
atancea  detailed  abo've  to  juetifjr  their  close  and  hami&atin| 
confinement,  and  iiiuch  leas  the  extreme  severity  contem- 
plated against  them  1 

But  there  are  a^me  other  features  of  Ibe  caae  which 
should  induce  the  authoritiea  at  Vera  Gmz  to  avoid  aoouna 
of  procedure  calculated  to  give  extensive  publicity  to  ot 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  alfidr. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  these  men  were  oaly  eight  in 
number;  one  or  two  of  them  remained  inactive;  all  were 
entirely  unarmed  with  any  thing  like  offensive  wcspeni, 
having  but  two  boat-hooka  among  them  ;  that,  opposed  to 
them,  were  twice  or  three  timea  their  number,  varioosly 
armed — aome  with  cutlasses,  others  with  muaketa  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and  others  still  with  fragments  of  itooe, 
which  were  liberally  plied ;  that  these  dangerooa  weaponi 
were  freely  used,  as  the  number  and  severity  of  the  woondi 
given  by  them  will  testify.     No  officer  of  the  guard  inter- 
posed to  prevent  violence,  and  an  officer  did  supply  the 
Boldiers    with    ball-cartridgea,    with   which  the   mosk«i4 
were  actually  charged;  and  thua  charged,  were  delib* 
erately  levelled  at  their  opponents,  now  inoffeniive-tonM 
lying  on  the  ground,  stupified  by  wounds ;  the  rest,  a  part 
maimed,  driven  by  overwhelming  numbera  and  deadly  anoi 
into  the  boat,  and  even  in  this  predicament  must  hsTe  b«n 
massacred  but  for  the  humane  and  energetic  interpoiition 
of  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  arrived  at  the  critical  tno- 
rnent  when  the  muakets  were  on  the  point  of  being  dit- 
charged  :  and  then,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  part 
enacted  by  the  aeamen,   (as  already  described,)  dccida 
whether  this  be  not  an  occaaioa  for  mutual  sorrow,  recip- 
rocal charity,  and  forgetfulnesa. 

This  was  my  impression  from  the  first,  and  the  letter, 
above  referred  to,  was  adapted  accordingly ;  and  it  it  with 
great  pain  that  I  find  myself  unavoidably  drawn  into  ibm 
details.  I  therefore  feel  myself  constrained  to  aokmalj 
protest  against  the  detention  of  these  men — ss  not  tol« 
justified  by  the  drcumstancea  of  the  caae;  as  an  act  ef  iQ- 
faith,  inasmuch  aa  they  are  not  in  caatody  from  a  foimil 
arrest;  for  they  were  delivered  to  thefpolice  by  the  officer 
of  the  boat  and  the  United  Statea  consul,  for  the  prereo- 
tion  of  further  outragea  on  either  aide,  and  for  aafe*keepD( 
till  they  could  be  returned  to  the  ship— themaelvea  being 
too  much  diaabled  to  manage  the  boat  in  the  rough  itateof 
the  sea  ;  as  a  want  of  comity  toward  a  nation  allied  to  the 
Mexican  Government  by  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  coidiil 
intjBTOourse.  I  also  protest  againat  their  lieing  tried  by  tbe 
laws  of  Mexico,  as  not  being  amenable  to  them ;  for  they 
are  a  part  of  the  United  Sutea  naval  force,  which  Govern- 
ment is  responsible  for  their  conduct.  Have  they  violital 
the  laws  of  Mexico,  or  outraged  the  property  or  peraoni  of 
her  citizens,  prompt  satisfaction  will  be  given  upon  suittMt 
representation,  and  adequate  puniahment  will  be  vieii'd 
upon  the  offendera. 

But  we  have  aeen  that  it  is  a  caae  requiring  a  nry  (dif- 
ferent course  of  procedure  on  your  part:  the  oflfonce  a 
mutual,  trivial,  (but  disagreeable,)  and  ahould,  theiefare, 
be  mutually  regretted  and  forgotten. 

In  conclusion*,  I  demand  their  immediate  UbentuO' 
Do  not,  sir,  by  refusal,  accumulate  another  upon  the  al- 
ready too  numerona  cauaea  of  diaaatiafiBCtion  between  ibi 
two  Governments. 

Very  respectfully,  I  hawe  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 
WILLIAM  MERVINE, 
Com'g  U.  S,  Shop  of  War  Natehei. 

To  his  Exc'y  the  Militabt  Goxkaitdant  Gtmm 
of  the  Ikpattmmt  of  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 
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Mexican  Ajfain, 


[36th  C«ir(i.  l«t  8Mt. 


Mid9kipman  Rmahaw  to  Captain  Mervine, 

U.  8.  I  LOOP  OT  WAR  NaTCBXX, 

(off  island  of  Sacrificios, } 

November  b,  1836. 
Six  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  requiring  an  ac- 
count of  the  fallowing  facta,  I  have  to  inform  you  that, 
aboat  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  8d  inat.,  I  reoeiTed  orders 
to  proceed  to  Vera  Cms,  in  charge  of  the  third  cutter, 
haYing  OB  board  eight  men  and  two  officers,  (stewards,) 
Co  nxeeute  certain  commissions  with  which  I  had  been 
charged.  The  officer  in  the  fourth  cutter,  in  whose  care 
I  had  been  directed  to  deliver  the  men,  had  already  left  the 
mole  some  time,  and  I,  therefore,  considered  it  my  duty, 
notwithstanding,  to  perform  the  other  part  of  my  orders, 
and  proceed  to  the  conBul's,  after  having  placed  the  men 
in  diarge  of  the  coxswain,  whose  authority  they  were 
boood  to  obey. 

During  my  temporary  absence  the  men  obtained  liquor, 
and  I  hastened  back  with  all  despatch,  hearing  that  a  ren- 
contre had  taken  place  between  them  and  the  people  on 
the  quay.  On  my  arrival,  I  discovered  a  serious  affray 
between  our  sailors  and  the  military  guard,  who  I  observed 
were  being  supplied  with  cartridges  ^  a  person  apparently 
an  officer.  Several  of  the  boat's  crew  were  seriously  in- 
jured, one  supposed  to  be  dead.  My  utmost  exertions, 
assisted  by  the  consul  and  other  of  our  officers,  who  in  the 
mean  time  had  arrived  on  the  spot,  were  not  immediately 
effectual  in  reducing  the  men  to  authority,  or  in  satisfying 
the  aoldiery,  who  were  committing  much  uncalled  for  vio- 
lence ;  in  (act,  they  appeared  instigated  by  private  feelings 
of  revenge  more  than  a  sense  of  duty.  The  situation  of 
the  craw  bein^f  such  as  to  render  it  very  dangerous  to  leave 
the  mole  in  the  boat,  (a  very  heavy  sea  running  at  the 
time,)  I  therefore  requested  the  captain  of  the  port, 
a^teeably  to  the  advice  of  the  coniul,  to  have  the  men 
taken  care  of  until  called  for,  and  they  were  accordingly 
placed  in  tempcrar}/  conlmemtnJt  for  aafe-keeping, 

1  deem  it  proper  to  add  that,  during  the  dirturbance,  the 
scabbard  of  my  sword  was  accidentally  lost  overboard,  and 
not  wishing  to  carry  it  about  me  drawn,  one  was  loaned 
me  by  one  of  our  officarii,  and  mine  handed  to  the  consul, 
to  prevent  any  misconstruction.  This  occasioned  an  erro- 
neous report  to  be  circulated  that  our  consul  carried  about 
a  drawn  sword  for  purposes  of  violence—a  report  which  re- 
spaptable  Americans  and  foreigners,  and  the  captain  of  the 
port,  who  was  present,  and  acted  in  a  manner  highly  cred- 
itable throughout,  can  and  will  no  doubt  altogether  contra- 
Jict. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  RENSHAW, 
Parsed  Midahipman^  U,  S.  Navy, 
To  Master  Comdt.  Wx.  Mkkyixi. 

Mr,  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

COJISVLATK  or  TBB  U.  S.  Of  AxBniCA, 

w  Vera  Cruz,  November  4,  1886. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  an  open  letter 
go  your  address  which  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
fliaip  Natchez  has  desired  may  be  transmitted  through  this 
eonaalate. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  commander  of  the  above 
abip  demands  the  liberation  of  eight  men,  constituting  a 
boat's  crew  •belonging  to  his  veisel,  who  have  been  im- 
pnaoned  and  are  still  detained  in  this  city,  and  begs  to  as- 
mamn  yon  that,  on  an  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred, 
staeoid  they  appear  to  have  been  the  aggresaora  in  the  caae, 
^semplary  puniahment  shall  be  inflicted. 

The  aaid  commander  protests  against  the  detention  of 
ftl&0  seauMn,  against  their  trial  by  the  military  or  judiciary 
«cathorities  of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  in  which  I, 
Vot.  XIV.— A  2« 


in  my  official  capacity,  also  luite  with  him,  and  reqaest 
that  the  said  seamen  may  be  forthwith  aet  at  liberty,  agree- 
ably to  the  requisition  of  the  aforeaaid  commander. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

M.  BURROUOH. 

To  CiBiAco  VAsavxK,  Bsq.,  MUUary  Commandant 

General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Crux, 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Comtnandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

COBSVLATX  or  THE  U.  S.  OF  AmSBICA, 

Vera  Cruz^  November  6,  18S6. 
SrB :  Being  desirous  of  an  interview  with  my  coantrymen, 
the  eight  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Nat- 
ches,  detained  in  this  city,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  me  where  they  are  to  be  found,  and  grant  the 
necessary  order  for  me  to  eee  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

M.  BURROUOH. 
To  Ctbiaco  Vabuvxi,  SRUiary  Commandant 

General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Crua. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

COBSULATX  OV  TIB  U.  S.  OV  AxXBICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  7,  1886,  at  5  P.  M. 
Sib  :  I  yesterday  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  note^ 
by  Which,  as  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  guardian  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  my  countrymen,  I  expressed  a 
desire  lo  be  informed  where  the  eight  men,  belonging  to 
the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  at  this  time  detained  by 
the  authoritiee  of  the  Mexican  Government,  were  to  be 
found,  and  requested  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
the  necessary  order  for  me  to  see  them. 

To  my  communication  referred  to,  no  reply  hae  yet 
been  received.  I  therefore  repeat  my  request,  and  beg 
that  you  will  inform  me  where  my  eountiymea  are  at  this 
time  imprisoned,  and  desire  that  you  will  grant  the  necea- 
sary  permit  to  enable  roe  to  visit  them,  and,  if  circum- 
atancee  render  it  necessary,  to  administer  to  their  comfort. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,*dtc., 

M.  BURROUGH. 
To  CiBiACo  VAB«.t7xz,  MUUory  Commandant 

General  of  ikt  Department  of  Vera  Craz. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  ElUs. 

CoKSULATX  OP  TBB  U.  S.  OP  AmXBICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  10,  1886. 

Sib  :  Accompanyuag,  I  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  the 
depositions  referred  to  in  my  last ;  also,  additional  oorra- 
spondenoe  on  the  snbject-matter  of  my  late  eomnuniea- 
tions  to  the  legation,  among  which  you  may  perhi^  dis- 
cover one  or  more  duplicates  of  letters  already  forwarded. 

The  American  ssamen  are  still  in  custody  of  the  au- 
thorities of  this  ci^,  and  whom  I  have  not  yet  been  perout- 
ted  to  visit,  although  I  have  made  three  applications  to  tbe 
military  commandant  to  that  effect,  as  yon  will  perodva 
by  copies  of  letters  now  forwarded,  and  whether  the  poor 
fellows  are  really  dead  or  alive,  L  am  unaMe  to  ascertain. 

I  am  informed  that  an  American  dtiaen,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Govemmenl,  (pcob- 
ably  impressed  into  the  service,)  actuated  by  feeltnga  of 
humanity  towards  his  countrymen,  went  lo  the  guard- 
house, some  days  since,  in  order  lo  gain  an  interview  with 
the  aaid  American  seamen,  who  was  ordered  aw^,  and, 
not  leaving  the  spot  at  once,  was  shot  down  by  the  aenliy. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  unwilling  to  hazard  a  v||it 
to  the  prison,  without  '*  permit*'  in  writing  from  the  mil- 
itary commandant  general,  or  under  the  protection  of  an 
officer. 

The  seamen  not  being  delivered  up,  as  Captain.  Mci- 
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vina  hojMd  would  have  been  the  case,  after  a  detention  of 
•ighl  days,  he  accordingly  left  this  inoming  at  an  early 
hour.  He  will  touch  at  Tampico,  and  proceed  thence  im- 
mediately to  Peniacola,  where  ail  the  factn  attendant  on 
the  imprieonment  of  his  seamen  will  be  laid  before  Com- 
modore DaHea. 

When  the  said  men  are  given  up,  if  at  all,  I  shall  take 
their  declarations  as  to  the  facts. connected  with  their  de- 
tentbn,  prison  treatment,  Ac,  and  place  them  in  lodgings 
more  agreeable  to  them  than  those  they  are  at  present  sub- 
jected to,  and  deHver  them  over  to  the  first  commander  of 
any  of  oar  vessels  of  war  visiting  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Grenwal  Castro  assumed  the  command  at  this  place  last 
evening,  in  place  of  General  Vasqucs,  but  not  without 
some  feeling  <4  dissatisfaction  manifested  (as  informed)  on 
the  part  of  the  late  incumbent ;  no  blood,  however,  was 
abed  on  the  occasion.  It  may,  as  I  apprehend,  it  will  be 
Mid  by  the  Mexican  Government,  that  General  Yasqoez 
haa  faipn  soperseded  from  grievances  represented  by  your- 
eelf  to  the  authoiities,  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
is  dM  fact.  The  military,  and  some  of  the  leading  civil- 
ians, made  a  representation  of  the  state  of  aflbirs  at  this 
place,  some  days  before  tlie  late  occurrence,  in  regard  to 
our  claims,  to  the  supreme  Government ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  that,  he  has  been  removed. 

The  present  commandant  of  this  plaza,  you  will  bear  in 
mind,  is  the  indi? idual  who  was  in  command  at  Tamploo, 
when  twenty-mne  foreigners  were  shot  some  months  since, 
and  the  saoM  who  was  at  ycur  instance  removed  for  ag- 
gressions on  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  at  that  port. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  advised,  if  my  functions  of 
office  are  not  interrupted  by  the  authorities  of  this  place, 
of  all  that  transpires  in  respect  to  the  American  seamen, 
and  other  matters  of  national  interest;  and,  in  the  mean 
time^  hope  to  be  favored  with  the  necessary  instructions 
from  you,  in  regard  to  said  seamen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^-, 

M.  BURROUQH. 

The  Hon.  Powhatah  Elx.is, 
^    Chargi  ^Affairta  U,  S.  A.^  Mexico, 

Deposition  of  John  Morrow. 

COVSULATI  OT  THI  U.  StATIS  OT  AmKBICA, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico, 

This  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-sir,  before  me,  M. 
Burrough,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Vera 
Crui,  being  citeil,  John  Morrow,  a  native  of  Liverpool, 
aged  fifteen,  personally  appeared,  who,  being  duly  and 
solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depioee^  declare,  and  say,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Sd  instant,  he  happened  to  be  on  the  beach  near  the 
<«  muelle"  of  this  city,  when  his  attention  was  called  to  a 
personal  eonflict  which  had  taken  place  between  a  black 
man,  (a  fisherman,)  and  a  sailor  from  the  boat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statss  ship  Natchez,  and,  whilst  looking  on,  saw  a 
soldier,  with  a  broadsword  in  his  hand,  come  up  to  the 
combatants  and  strike  the  American  seaman  with  his 
•  sword.  The  sailor  retreated  towards  the'boat,  which  was 
lying  alongside  the  q|»l^  followed  by  the  soldier,  and 
who  was  consuntly  striking  him  till  he  reached  the  edge 
of  the  water.  Another  sailor  of  the  boat  was  standing 
near,  to  whom  the  people  of  the  country  called  the  notice 
of  the  soldier,  and  whom  he  also  struck  several  times  with 
the  broad  part  of  his  sword.  The  first-mentioned  sailor 
having  gained  his  boat,  returned  with  the  boat-hook  and 
Iheed  the  soldier  with  it,  who,  he  believes,  had  a  musket 
in  bis  h«ii.  ^Two  other  soldien  now  came  down  with 
muskets.  Deponent,  apprehending  hb  own  personal  se- 
enrity,  kft  the  mole. 


In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  halhiethii 
hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JOHN  MOBROW. 
Done  and  tiubscribed  before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH.  C.  V.  5. 

Depositiofi  of  Dddrick  Brdnumn. 

CoirsuLATB  or  tbz  U.  Statib  or  Avsiici, 

At  Vera  Cruz. 
This  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbirty-rix,  penonillj  ip> 
peered  Deidrick  Erdmann,  a  native  of  Germuiy,  iged 
31  years,   a  resident  of  the  city  of  Tampico,  who  being 
duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangeb  o(  Al- 
mighty God,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  u  foUowi :  At 
about   IS  o'clock  on  the  morning  oftheSdiottant,  priH 
ceeded  to  the  «  muelle"  of  this  place,  where  he  nw  three 
or  four  seamen  (supposed  to  be  American  seamen  belong- 
ing  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez)  standing  on  tJM 
north  side  of  the  muelle  or  mole,  all  apparently  more  or 
less  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  near  to  them  upon 
the  beach  were  as  many  as  seven  or  eight  nitiTe  Mexi- 
cans, (fishermen.)     The  parties  were  wrangling  with  ctdi 
other.     Deponent,  apprehending  the  conseqnencei,  being 
aware  of  the  excitement  and  feeling  at  thii  time  agiioa 
the  American  people,  (citizens  of  the  United  Statei,)  left 
the  mole  in  search  of  the  ofiicer  of  the  boat,  who  hid  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ofllee  of  the  American  consul  on  bniinen, 
as  he  was  informed.     On  passing  through  the  gate  at  the 
mole,  and  when  near  the  comer  of  the  street  leading  to 
the  place,  met  three  sailors  and  two  stewards,  beloogiog 
also  to  the  United  Sutes  ship  Natchex,  to  whom  he  eon- 
municated  what  was  going  on  with  their  shipmates;  lod 
not  meeting  at  once  with  the  officer  of  the  boat,  retoned 
to  the  mole,  and  perceived  a  soldier  using  his  exertion  to 
get  one  of  the  seamen  back  to  the  boat,  and  which  w 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  mole  some  yards  dutut. 
The  soldier  was  pushing  the  seaman  towardi  the  ooif, 
the  latter  moving  backwards.     At  this  time  aaibrthit 
was  sUnding  in  the  boat  held  up  the  boat-hook  andciUed 
to  the  other  «•  to  take  it."     Thl  latter  now  tamed,  ind 
moving  rapidly  to  the  boat,  took  the  boat-hook  in  order  to 
defend  himself.     The  soldier  now  cried  out  to  snoi,  (a 
las  or  mas,)  when  he  and  three  or  four  other  loHien  of  lae 
guard  ran  to  the  guard-house  and  returned  with  then 
muskets.     The  seamen  were   now  assembled  near  Iheir 
boat,  who,  perceiving  the  approaeh  of  the  soldiery  widi 
muskets  in  hand  and  fixed  bayonets,  advanced  tornidi 
them,  and  when  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other,  and  nor 
the  centre  of  the  mole,  saw  a  native  pick  op  a  itoM  or 
frsgment  of  rock,  of  the  weight  of  8  or  10  poonda,  w 
was  thrown  at  the  American  sailor  having  the  boat-hook 
in  his  hand.     At  the  same  moment  that  the  atones* 
thrown,  the  sailor  cast  his  boat-hook  towards  one  of  ds 
soldiers  who  had  his  musket  pointed  at  him.    The  ho« 
was  parried  by  the  soldier  and  struck  none  of  the  aBW- 
ants,    but  the  seaman  was  knocked  down  aodbsdijcot 
about  the  face  with  the  stone,  and  who  was  for  Moe&Bi 


deponent 

themole apparently  much  hurt. 

Tbe  soldiery  continuing  to  use  forcible  l  ^ 
the  American  seamen,  with  the  intention  of  driving  tbca 
into  their  boat,  deponent  left  the  mole,  in  order  toeoBWT 
the  intelligence  of  what  waa  going  on  totheAoencas 
eonsul,  and  which  he  did.  On  returning  to  the  eeeooa 
bloodshed,  accompanied  by  the  American  consul,  «wUi 
two  seamen  who  had  been,  aa  befi»re  mentioned,  badjf 
wounded,  etUl  lying  in  the  same  position.    Tbercrt  oflM 
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Umt*9  crew  wera  in  the  boat,  under  the  charge  of  the  of- 
ficer, and  around  which  stood  leveral  aoldiere  with  arms, 
apparently  much  excited,  besides  a  numerous  assemblage 
of  petsons,  comprising  civilians  and  others  of  the  country, 
among  whom  were  aUo  observed  some  foreigners.  Fur- 
ther deponent  knowcth  notliing  material  in  relation  to  this 
subject. 

In  testimony  whereof  he  bath  hereunto  set  his  hand  at 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  day  and  year  first  above  writ- 
ten. DEIDRICK  ERDMANN. 

S5worn  and  subscribed  before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U.  S. 

Deposition  of  WiJUam  Gibhs, 
Co^svLATi  or  TBS  UiriTSD  Statxs  op  AxKRir A, 

At  Vera  Cruzy  Mexico. 
This  sixth  day  of  Novemlicr,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  jir,  before  me,  M.  Burrough,  consul  of 
the  United  States  of  America  at  Vera  Cruz,  being  cited, 
William  Gibbs,  a  native  of  the  United  Sutes,  aged  38 
years,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  captain's  steward  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  the  command  of 
Wm.  Mervinc,  Esq.,  who,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn, 
did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8d  instant,  he  left  the  ship  to  which  he  is  attached  in  her 
third  cutter,  manned  with  eight  men,  under  the  charge  of 
Midshipman  Renshaw,  and  proceeded  to  the  mole  at  this 
city.     On  arriving,  left  immediately  for  the  market,  in  or- 
der to  purchase  certain  articles  for  ship's  use ;  returned  in 
a  short  time  to  the  boat,  at  which  period  all  was  quiet 
Again  departed  on  duty,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  wss  again 
on  the  mole ;  and  who  on  arrival  saw  a  Mexican  soldier 
with  a  cutlass  in  his  hand,  standing  near  the  gate  opening 
upon  the   mole,   engaged   in  a  quarrel  with   Nathaniel 
Groves,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United 
States  ship  Natchez  aforesaid.     The  soldier  stood  with  his 
cutlass  raised  over  the  head  of  the  aaid  seaman,  menacing 
him.     The  mariner  being  overcome  with  liquor,  deponent 
stepped  in  between  the  parties,  with  the  view  of  preventing 
any  porsonal  violence,  and  led  the  seaman  away,  implo- 
rin£r>  at  the  same  time,  by  pacific  gestures,  (being  unable 
to  speak  the  language,}  ''not  to  strike  the  poor  fellow," 
who  stated  that  the  soldier  had  twice  struck  him  with  his 
catlttss.     Perceiving  that  the  Mexican  soldiery  were  col- 
lec:ting  in  considerable  numbers,  and  resolved,  apparently, 
to  beat  and  abuse  the  boat's  crew,  if  not  carry  things  to 
greater  extremities,  he  succeeded  in  getting  seven  of  them 
into  the  boat. 

Deponent  now  sat  out  in  search  of  the  officer  of  the 
boat*  and  to  whom  he  communicated  and  made  known 
vHmt  had  taken  place,  and  who  immediately  hastened  to 
the  mole.  Deponent  also  again  returned,  and  by  which 
lime  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  Mexican  soldiers,  with 
mixekete  and  fixed  bayonets,  and  cutlasses,  had  assembled ; 
mod  likewise  twenty  or  thirty  people  of  the  country,  (fish- 
ermen and  laborers,)  who  were  engaged  in  throwing  stones 
mxkd  other  missiles  at  the.  boat's  crew,  who  had  now  re- 
gained the  mole,  to  the  rescue  of  their  shipmate  Groves. 

The  Mexican  soldiery  both  bayoneted  and  struck  the 
American  seamen  repeatedly  with  their  cutlasses,  and  so 
continued  to  infiict  their  blows  till  all  wore  driven  into  their 
boats  except  two,  who  had  been  brought  to  the  ground  in 
tl&o  conflict,  and  who  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to  be 
sble  to  reach  the  boat. 

Deponent  doth  furthermore  declare,  and  say,  that  he 
wA'vr  an  ofiicer  of  the  Mexican  Government  bring  down 
cajrtridges  to  the  soldiers,  with  which  they  loaded  their 
xnudLetSy  and  levelled  them  at  the  boat's  crew,  now  in  the 
Ijontf  under  charge  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  but  who  w^re  pre- 
sented from  firing  by  a  person  who  he  was  informed  was 
tH^  captain  of  the  port. 


The  officer  in  command  of  the  seamen,  finding  that  they 
were  too  much  in  liquor,  besides  being  badly  hurt,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  proceed  to  the  ship,  the  wind  being  high,  or- 
dered deponent  to  assist  in  conveying  them  to  the  guard- 
house, near  the  mole,  which  be  did,  and  where  he  under- 
stood they  were  to  be  left,  in  charge  of  the  captain  of  the 
port,  till  sober. 

In  testimony  whereof,  he,  the  said  deponent,  hath  here- 
unto set  his  hand,  the  day  sod  year  of  our  Lord  first  above 
written. 

WILUAM  GIBBS,  his  x  mark. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH, 

Consul  of  the  United  Slates. 

Deposition  of  David  Alexander  Baird. 

COZTRULATS  OF  THX  UlTITSD  StATBS  OF  AXSBICI, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

This  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  LonI 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  before  me,  M. 
Burrough,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Vera 
Cruz,  being  cited,  David  Alexander  Baird,  a  native  of 
England,  aged  thirty  years,  of  late  a  resident  of  Mexico, 
who,  being  duly  and  solemnly  eworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gels of  Almighty  God,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  fol- 
lows :  that  he,  at  present,  is  lodging  in  the  house  of  Ful- 
ton and  Bell,  proprietors  of  a  hotel  in  this  place,  at  which 
he  was  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  snd  twelve  o'clock,  informed  that  some  dif- 
ference had  taken  place  betwixt  a  party  of  Mexican  soldiers 
and  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  and 
that  the  Mexican  soldiery  were  murdering  the  American 
seamen  at  the  mole. 

Deponent,  in  company  with-Mididiipman  Skipwith,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  immediately 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action ;  and,  on  arriving,  saw  two 
American  seamen  lying  upon  the  mole,  one  of  whom  he 
supposed  to  be  dead — ^both  lying  covered  with  blood.  Six 
other  ssamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez 
were  in  the  boat  alongside  of  the  mole,  and  upon  the  mole 
immediately  overlooking  the  said  boat  were  as  many  as  ten 
or  twelve  Mexican  soldiers  engaged  at  this  time  in  loading 
their  muskets  with  ball-cartridgea,  and  whose  intention, 
deponent  verily  believes,  was  to  fire  upon  the  American 
seamen,  and  at  whom  the  deadly  weapons  were  actually 
twice  levelled — the  men  being  unarmed,  and  all,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  (who  was  protecting  the  boat  from  injury 
agamst  the  mole,)  were  lying  or  sitting  down  perfi>ct]y 
quiet,  lietng  stupified  by  wounds  and  the  eflbeis  of  ardent 
spirits. 

Deponent,  at  the  request  of  the  officer  of  the  boat,  went 
in  search  of  the  master  of  the  American  ship  Mexican,  on 
board  of  which  It  was  proposed  to  place  the  boat's  orew  of 
the  Natchez  until  sober.  In  a  few  moments  deponent  was 
again  upon  the  mole,  having  returned  in  company  with 
Captain  Kimball,  of  the  aforesaid  ship  Mexican,  and  now 
discovered  that  the  two  seamen,  one  of  whom  was  supposed 
to  be  dead  and  had  been  lying  upon  the  ground  fbr  some 
time,  had  receive<l  serious  wounds;  one  having  his  upper 
lip  and  cheek  laid  open  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  to 
three  inches,  and  the  other  badly  hurt  in  the  leg,  upon  or 
near  the  knee  joint  of  the  left  limb.  Deponent  observing 
an  altercation  between  [a  soldier  and]  one  of  these  individ- 
uals, who  had  now  attained  his  feet,  though  much  weak- 
ened und  overcome  by  the  loss  of  blood,  went  to  him,  the 
said  seaman,  in  order  to  convey  and  assist  him  to  the  boat, 
when  his  interference  was  resented  by  the  soldier,  who» 
using  a  familiar  and  abusive  epithet,  made  a  pass  at  him 
with  his  musket,  with  bayonet  attached.  Deponent,  con- 
ceiving that  his  own  personal  life  was  in  danger  by  being 
upon  the  mole,  accordingly  left  it. 
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In  testimony  whereof  he  hath  hereaQto  let  his  hand,  at 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  aforeeaid,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written.  DAVID  ALEXANDER  BAIUD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,     M.  6URR0UGH. 

Tht  Commandttni  of  Vara  Cruz  to  Mr,  Burrough 

[Translation.] 

VxR4  Cbvs,  November  7,  1836  : 

{Teno'dockat  night,) 

DiAB  Sib  :  As  I  infomied  yon  at  six  o'clock  this  evening, 
when  T  had  the  honor  to  leply  to  your  esteemed  letter  of 
yesterday,  I  now  repeat,  in  answer  to  that  received  this  day, 
that,  it  not  being  in  my  power  to  grant  the  request  con- 
tained tfi  those  two  letters,  as  General  Gomez,  the  com- 
mandant of  the  place,  is  the  functionary  empowered  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  respecting  them,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  prefiBf  your  requests  to  him. 

I  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  the  assurances  of  my  sin- 
cere friendship,  with  which  I  remain  your  attentive  and 
obedient  serv«nt.  CIRIACO  VASQUEZ. 

The  Conauiof  the  U,  S.  A.,  Mr.  Bubrovor. 

General  Gomez  to  Mr,  Burrough, 
[Translation.] 

CoXMAVDAirCT  OF  TBI  PLACB  OF  VkRA  CruZ. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  taws  in  force  in  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  I  sent  to  you  this  morning,  by  my  adjutant, 
a  ppHte  message,  summoning  yon  to  appear  at  my  quarters 
at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  in  order  to  give  your 
testimony  before  the  pro|[>er  Jiseait  in  a  prosecution  which 
has  been  instituted,  and  m  which  you  were  cited  as  a  wit- 
ness. Conformably  with  those  laws  to  which  you,  sir,  are 
subject,  you  should  have  complied  with  my  request,  without 
requiring,  as  you  have,  thai  the  summons  should  be  given 
in  writim;.  However,  in  order  that  justice  may  be  admin- 
istered as  promptly  and  equitably  as  possible,  I  repeat  to 
you,  by  means  of  this  note,  my  request  that  you  will  be 
pleaeed  to  present  yourself  at  my  quarters  at  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning,  for  the  purpose  above  stated.  I  offer 
you  the  assurance  of  my  consideration  and  esteem. 

God  and  liberty.     Vera  Cruz,  November  8,  1836. 

GREGORIO  GOMEZ. 

The  CoNsu^L  of  (he  U,  S.  of  North  America, 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr,  Burrough, 
[Translation.] 
Vbba  Cruz,  November  8,1836. 

Dk4B  Sir  :  As  promised  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez, 
which  was  remitted  to  me  through  you  with  your  own  of 
the  4lk^  preceding,  I  have  now  the'  satisfaction  to  reply  to 
It  by  stating  that,  it  being  evident  your  request  was  con- 
ceived in  perfect  consonance  with  ibat  of  the  commander 
aforesaid,  and  that  you  also  pretend  to  demand  the  delivery 
and  release  of  eight  mariners  who  composed  the  crew  of  a 
boat  belonging  to  the  said  vessel,  protesting  at  the  same  time 
against  the  judicial  proceedings  to  which  they  were  submit- 
ted, in  order  to  bring  ta  light  the  motives  which  have  given 
rise  to  their  imprisonment,  I  have  consequently  nothing  to 
add  further  than  what  I  have  this  day  said  to  the  commander 
of  the  Natchrz  in*the  enclosed  answer,  which,  through  the 
medium  of  your  consulate,  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to 
him,  hoping  that  you  will  he  pleased  to  infoim  him  of  its 
contents,  considering  the  same  as  a  reply  to  your  own,  and 
accepting  at  the  same  time  the  assurance  of  the  sincere 
esteem  which  I  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  as 

Your  very  obedient  and  attentive  servant, 

CiniACO  VASQUEZ. 

The  Consul  of  the  V.  S.  A.,  Mr.  Bcbrouob. 


Mr,  Burrougfi  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

CovaULATB  OF  TBI  UhITBD  StATBS  OF  AxilICl, 

Ai  Vera  Cruz^  November  8,  1836,  at  10  o*ciock,  A.  U. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  your  note  of  yesterday'i  date, 
in  reply  to  my  respects  of  the  6th  and  7th  initant,  t«fer- 
ring  me  for  satisfaction  to  Sor.  General  Gomei,  commin- 
dant  of  the  plaza,  touching  the  subject-matter  thereof. 

Being  persuaded  that  the  eight  seamen,  coi»titntin|  i 
part  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  of  Amedci, 
and  attached  to  the  United  States  sloop  of  wtr  Nitdio,      j 
under  the  command  of  master  commandant  Mecrine,  are, 
at  this  time,  detained  by  your  authority  as  military  com-     I 
mandant  general  of  the  Sute  of  Vera  Cruz,  I  accordini^j     ' 
addressed  you  as  the  only  legitimate  fonctionaiy  Vy  wbom 
I  could  be  permitted  an  interview  with  the  sud  leameD ;     j 
but  which  you  have  not  thought  proper  to  grant  | 

I  therefore,  for  the  third  and  last  time,  from  moti^ei  of 
humanity  to  Uie  prisoners,  address  yon  on  this  subject,  and,  | 
as  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  poil  o{ 
Vera  Crut,  request  an  early  reply,  informing  me  whether, 
or  not,  I  can  be  permitted  an  interview  with  the  afomaid 
seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes.  I 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfoHy,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  BUKROUGH.      \ 

To  CiBiAco  Vas^ubz,  Esq., 
Military   Commandant  General 

of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Tilt  Comtnandunt  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burmigh. 
[Translation.] 
Vbba  Cbuz,  November  B,  \^l 

Dbab  SiB :  I  have  already  declared,  through  my  two  iait 
lettera  of  the  6th  and  7th,  and  now  repeat,  in  reply  toyoor 
favor  of  this  date,  that  General  Gomez,  as  oommaoder  of 
the  plaia,  is  the  person  to  whom  you  ^oukl  reaort  vitli 
your  instances,  whether  it  be  to  know  the  place  when yov 
countrymen,  the  eight  mariners  of  the  sloop  of  war  Naiefaei, 
are  imprisoned,  or  to  communicate  with  them,  u  yoii  also 
desire. 

This  fact  being  granted,  if,  notwithstanding  the  frank 
and  unequivocal  reply  which  I  have  already  made  to  yoot 
two  first  letters,  and  am  now  engaged  in  msking  totbi 
third,  you  still  insist  that  lani  the  functionsiy  to  wboK 
you  should  address  your  petitions,  I  shall  be  under  the  ^ 
agreeable  necessity  of  refusing  them,  because  I  ceniMtn* 
vade  the  attributes  of  another  authority,  although  he  nxv 
be  dependent  upon  mine,  who  am  the  superior  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Desist  then,  sir,  from  an  attempt  which  can  be  prodec- 
tive  only  of  embarrassment  to  your  noble  objcdi)  tod  ii 
which  I  feel  that  you  cannot  but  be  pleased  at  beiivp^- 
suaded  that  Mr.  Gomez  will  attend  to  your  iiutaBcetor 
question,  conformably  to  his  duties  as  prescriUd  ^a^^ 
the  nation,  and  towards  you,  as  consul  of  the  UoN 
States  of  North  America. 

This  occasion  affords  me  another  opportunity  of  ra^^' 
ing  to  you,  with  pleasure,  the  asaurance  of  the  aincere  re- 
gard with  which  1  am  your  very  obedient  servant, 

CIRIACO  VASQUEZ 

Mr.  BuBBouoH,  Me  Coneul 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Captain  Mati^- 
[Translation.] 

Vbba  CmtiZ,  November  8,  1*^ 
Dear  Sir:  From  the  tenor  of  your  esteemed  hr(s^ 
the  8d  instant,  it  is  manifeet,  the  information  giveotoj^ 
in  relation  to  the  occurrence  of  tho  2d,  between  the  a^ 
of  a  boat  belonging  to  the  corvette  under  your  command  ij* 
the  guard  df  the  mole  at  this  port,  was  commanicitNPJ 
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•OHM  paMoiMte  penon,  who,  not  haTing  ipokca  with  v»- 
lacity,  bu  euiMd  yoa  to  balieTO  that  tho  aaid  muimd  havo 
■ot  comiiutted  a  crimen  but  a  trifling  fault,  to  which  w« 
Ittd  on  oqr  part  contributed ;  and  that  they  wen  attacked 
with  fire  iroM  and  swords  by  the  armed  fiDroe,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  tho  place  who  joined  in  the  con* 
(art.  Such  inexact  informatioa  betrajs  the  bad  laith  of 
bin  who  gave  it;  since  it  is  public  and  notorious  that  the 
•Mmsa  made  an  armed  reaiatance  against  a  soldier  and 
corporsl  of  the  guard  of  the  mole,  who,  in  compliance  with 
thsir  firtt  doty,  hastened  to^rds  the  seamen  with  the  new 
of  redtioiog  them  to  order ;  but  the  energetic  resistance 
which  tliey  made  rendered  it  n^ceesary,  in  order  to  quiet  them, 
to  call  for  additional  troops,  who  alone  (and  none  of  the 
inhaHttnta)  met  them  irith  arms— •which  were  muskets  and 
awoidai  tha  same  as  are  use  by  men  of  their  profession  in 
all  parta.  Nor  ia  this  bad  fiith  the  less  betrayed  by  the 
fiurt  of  your  having  been  assured  that  the  said  seamen  were 
about  to  be  aaaassinated,  and  that  they  were  not  arrested 
by  the  guard  of  the  mole.  Nothing  else  than  their  arrest 
waa  thought  of,  as  in  effect  the  object  of  the  guard  was 
thereby  attained ;  and  the  corporal  of  th«  guard  received  a 
contusion  in  attempting  to  quiet  the  seamen  who  had  been 
ao  diaorderly,  and  in  causing  them  to  abandon  the  hostile 
attitude  which  the^  maintained,  armed  with  boat-books, 
knives,  oare,  ahd  pieces  of  wood.  They  were  apprehend- 
ed by  the  ofAcer  of  the  guard,  acting  of  his  own  accord, 
who,  at  the  instance  of  the  consul  of  your  nation,  placed 
them  at  the  dispoaition  of  the  competent  authority,  and  not 
at  that  of  the  police,  as  you  have  been  falsely  informed. 

The  fiMts  being  now  put  in  their  true  light,  you  will  see 
that  this  ia  not  a  trifling  matter  of  reciprocal  charity  and 
forgetfulneas,  although  it  may  be  one  of  mutual  regret ;  for 
between  friends,  between  nations  allied  by  aolemn  treaties 
of  amify  and  cordial  relatione,  the  perpetration  of  offences 
ao  UDJuat  and  audacious  as  that  committed  by  the  aeamen 
of  the  corvette  under  your  command,  is  always  productive 
of  that  sentiment.     And  you  will  also  see  that  in  their  im- 
prisonment and  condemnation  there  is  no  want  of  reapect 
to  any  one;  but  that  a  proper  use  baa  been  made  of  the  na- 
tion's right  to  chastise  those  who  offend  against  it — a  right 
incontrovertibly  poaaessed  by  every  nation  in  the  univerae. 
Will  you  then  pretend  that  mine  ia  in  a  worse  condition 
than  all  otben,  and  does  not  possess  the  right  which  ema- 
nates from  its  security  and  sovereignty,  to  chastise  the  in- 
dividuals of  the  vesael  under  your  command  ?     If  so,  you 
cannot  have  fixed  your  mind  upon  the  code  of  national 
law,  f jr  such  an  immunity  of  it  would  be  a  subversion  of 
social  order,  and  calculated  to  keep  the  world  in  continual 
war.     Bear  in  mind  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  that 
universal  code,  and  you  will  be  convinced  of  the  legality  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  nations  to  punish  thoae  who  injure  and 
ofllend  them.     But,  even  admitting  that  it  may  not  be  thua 
determined  by  that  code,  such  jurisdiction  would  unques- 
tionably hold  good  with  mine,  by  the.  right  of  retaliation, 
sinee  in  the  United  States  of  America  persons  belonging  to 
the  navy  and  army  of  thta  republic  have  been  tried  and 
sentenced  without  there  being  any  ground  of  complaint,  as 
tvell  as  by  the  principle  that  whaU  one  nation  regards  as 
just   for  itself,  the  aame  should  be  held  as  proper  for  sn- 
other. 

The  aeamen  of  the  corvette  under  your  command,  by 
unjustly  attacking  and  wounding  members  of  the  guard  at 
the  mole,  who  repaired  thither  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
them   to  that  order  which  they  had  tranagreased  by  their 
haushtineas  or  drunken neas,  have  been  guilty  of  a  heavy 
crime,  according  to  our  laws.     They  are  now  under  trial 
before  the  competent  authority,  which  is,  notwiihatanding 
what    you  say  to  the  contrary,  unquestionably  within  the 
jariadiction  of  the  nation ;  and,  until  the  cause  ia  termina- 
ted, I  shall  be  under  tha  painful  necessity  of  refusing  to  de- 
liver op  the^  men,  wholly  and  entirely,  as  you  demand— 


ajthongh  I  confide  in  the  atncerity  of  your  promise  to  pun- 
ish them  if  they  shooM  be  found  delinquent — ^inasmuch  as 
by  the  laws  of  this  country,  I  have  neither  power  to  grant 
pardon,  nor  to  dispense  with  their  execution,  but  on  the 
contrary  am  bound  to  see  them  applied  in  all  caaes  that 
may  occur. 

If,  as  you  asaert,  there  exists  a  number  of  causes  of  com- 
plaint between  tha  two  Governments,  the  trial  of  the  before 
mentioned  seamen,  against  which  you  protest,  guided  by 
false  statements  and  equivocal  doctrines,  cannot  serve  to 
nourish  that  diacontent,  even  if  protests  were  solicited  for 
the  purpose^  becauae  your  Government  is  t^o  enlightened 
to  be  ignorant  of  what  constitutes  the  jurisdiction  of  na- 
tions, and  that  ofience  cannot  be  taken  by  any  other  when 
they  make  use  of  their  perfect  rights.  For  this  reason  I 
flatter  myself  that  this  just  and  regular  act  will  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  that  painful  and  gloomy  influence  which  you  in- 
sinuate, even  with  repetition,  no  doubt  in  entire  ainceriiy ; 
while  I  am  pained  at  not  being  able  to  comply  with  your 
wiahes  touching  the  delivery  of  the  aeamem  aforeaaid. 

With  such  a  motive,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  offering 
to  you  all  my  consideration,  as  your  most  af!ectionata 
friend  and  attentive  aervant. 

•  CIRIACO  VA8QUBZ. 

The  CoMXANDXR  of  the  U.  8.  sloop  of  war  Natchez* 

Mr.  Burrough  to  General  Gomez, 

Co5BUL4TI  OF  TBX  U.  8.  OV  AxKaiCl, 

Al  Vera  Cruz,  November  9,  1836, 

at  haif-pa$t9  o'clock^  A.  M, 

8i  a  :  Tn  reply  to  your  communication  of  yestcrdsy,  I 
beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  do  not  acknowledge  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  military  tribunal  over  my  countrymen,  and  that 
even  if  such  a  monstrous  principle  coukl  be  admitted,  I 
should  still,  as  consul  of  the  United  States,  he  bound  ex 
officio  to  protect  and  defend  them,  and  to  aee  that  juatica 
was  impartially  rendered  them — a  circumstance  that  alone 
precludes  my  appearing  as  a  witness  against  them. 

But  I  havo  a  still  stronger  objection  to  urge,  and  it  is, 
that,  having  referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  chaig^  d^afiaires  for  the  Uhited  States  in  Mexico,  I 
do  not  feel  authorized  to  take  any  further  step  whatever 
therein,  until  I  receive  his  advice  and  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
aervant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

To  Gen.  Gasooaio  Gomes, 

Commander  of  Ike  plaza  of  Vera  Cruz, 

Mr,  Burrough  to  Mr,  EUie. 
ConauLATi  or  thk  U.  8.  or  Amkkici, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  November  12,  1S36. 

Sir  :  Having  received  nothing  from  you  by  the  two  last 
mails,  I  am  fearful  that  my  letters  have  miscatried,  or  at 
least  the  one  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  conveying  to 
you  intelligence  of  the  occurrence  at  this  place  on  that  day, 
between  the  Mexican  soldiery  and  the  boat's  crew  of  the 
United  Sutes  ship  Natchez. 

Affairs  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  remain  as  when  I  last 
bad  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  The  author- 
ities have  had  no  further  conliennce  with  me,  pro  or  cim, 
I  have  been  informed,  indirectly,  that  four  of  the  seamen 
are  confined  in  the  hospital,  two  of  whom  have  been  at  the 
point  of  death,  from  the  bayonet  wounds  received ;  it  is  aUo 
stated  that  the  other  two  were  this  day  examined  by  the  miU 
itary  authorities  touching  the  facts  of  charges  alleged.  The 
result  of  their  examination,  or  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  others,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can  bear  all  that 
has  recently  transpired  at  this  port  in  the  way  of  aggressiona 
■nd  outrages  on  its  flag  and  citizens,  I  wish  no  longer  to 
have  my  life  jeopardized  by  a  rcvidence  in  'this  country ; 
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and  I  do  contMid  duty  anl«M  loirie  decisive  measarei  are 
adopted  by  oar  Government,  in  JQstice  of  the  righta  and 
libertiee  of  her  citizens  in  Mexico,  our  lives  can  scarcely 
be  preserved.  But  so  long  as  I  remain  charged  with  the 
interests  of  my  brsthren  at  Vera  Cruz,  my  du^  shall  be 
done,  let  conseqaences  be  what  they  may  ;  and  if  I  fall,  it 
will  be  in  a  just  and  virtuous  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient  servant,  M.  BURROUOH. 

To  Hon.  PowBATAH  Ellis, 

Chargi  cTJffaiixs  U.  S,  ^.,  Mexico, 

Mr,  Burrtmgh  to  Mr,  ElUa, 

COXSITLATK  OF    U.   8.   OF  AmERICA, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  November  14,  1836. 

8iR :  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  in  regard  to  the 
American  seamen  imprisoned  at  this  city,  further,  than  that 
I  yesterday  received  a  letter,  signed  by  four  of  them,  in 
an  hospital  of  this  town,  staling  that  they  were  on  Satur- 
day taken  out  and  examined  by  the  authorities.  They  re- 
qnest  me  to  call  and  see  them,  but  as  yet  no  permission  has 
been  granted  me  to  visit  them ;  and  whether  I  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  have  an  interview  with  any  of  them^ remains  yet 
to  be  aicertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant  M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  PowHATAV  Ellis, 

Chargi  ^Affairei  U.  S.  A.,  Mexico, 

Mr.  ElUs  io  Mr,  Burrough. 

JiBSATlOlf  OF  THB  UlllTBS  StATSS  OF  AxsaiCA^ 

.  Mexico,  Nfoember  15,  1836. 


8im  :  Your  letter  of  the  lOA  iilsnl,  with  liM  accom- 
panying documents  in  relation  to  the  eeainen  dTlfae  United 
States  ship  Natchez,  reached  me  last  evening,  and,  on  their 
•xamination,  I  was  struck  with  amazement  to  find  that 
Oeneial  Gregorio  Gomez  had  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  plaza  at  Vera  Cruz,  after  bis  dismissal  from 
the  service  for  improper  conduct  to  American  officers  at 
Santa  Anna  de  Tamaulipas.  In  the  preeent  age,  such  an 
instance  of  punie  fiiith  is  not  to  bo  found  in  the  history  of 
any  civilized  nation  on  earth.  I  will  not  make  fhrther  com- 
flsent  on  this  extraordinary  and  racklees  act  on  the  part  of 
this  Government.  The  day  of  retribution  will  come,  and 
a  heavy  one  it  will  be  for  the  people  Mexico. 

I  shall  do  alf  in  my  power  to  .procure  the  release  of  the 
American  teaioen  now  hold  in  conQnement  by  the  arbitrary 
acts  ol'  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  will,  as  early 
as  possible,  advite  you  of  the  result. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  M.  BuaaouGB,  Emi., 

Uaiiid  Slaiea  Ooneui^  Vera  Cruz, 

Mr,  Ellis  to  Mr,  Monasierio. 

Li;oATio!r  of  tuk  U.'rrTFD  Statks  of  Amkbica, 
Mexico,  November  16,  1836. 
Tlis  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  (Jnited  Ststes 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  excel- 
lency that,  on  the  ^  instant,  a  boat  snd  eight  mon,  under 
the  command  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  lefl  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  then  at  anchor  off  Sacrifictosi, 
and  landed  on  the  mole  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  During 
the  absence  of  this  officer,  who  had  orders  to  see  the  con- 
sul of  the  United  Slates  at  that  place,  the  crew  Itecame  in- 
toxicated, and  one  of  them  unfortunately  got  into  a  quar- 
rel with  a  fisherm>in  on  the  mole.  The  guard  at  the  gate 
repaired  to  the  scene  of  contention,  and  with  arms  fell 
U£on  the  sailor.     The  rest  of  the  crew  hastened  to  his  as- 


sistance, bat  were  ultimately  driven  mto  their  boat,  with 
the  exception  of  two  of  them,  who  were  so  badly  woanded 
that  they  could  not  retire.     At  this  moment  Midsbipmn 
Rend&aw  arrived.    The  wind  being  high,  and  the  nilon 
incapable  of  working  the  boat,  he,  on  the  advios  of  ths 
consul,  requested  the  captain  of  the  port  to  leceive  then 
in  charge  until  they  were  called  for  on  the  socoaedhigdiy. 
The  wounded  were  taken  to  the  hospital.    The  day  H- 
lowing  the  oonsul  of  the  United  Stotes  doaaandsd  thai  ths 
men  should  be  delivered  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
boat;  but  this  was  wholly  raised,  and  up  to  this  period 
they  are  detained  in  close  confinement,  and  the  coninl 
(whose  duty  it  is  provide  for  their  comfort)  is  not  pennit- 
ted  to  see  them.     From  the  information  received  in  lela- 
tion  to  this  unpleasant  occurrence,  it  cannot  be  aaceituned 
whether  the  seaman  or  the  fisherman  was  to  blame  in  ibe 
fint  insUnces  \  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  men  acted  in 
self-defence,  when  the  armed  soldiery  proceeded  to  utaek 
them  with  bayonoto  and  cutlasses,  until  they  were  driftn 
into  their  boat.     While  in  this  defencelesB  aitualion,  sone 
of  them  weltering  in  their  blood,  the  Mexican  soldiers,  al 
the  insUnce  of  an  officer  who  had  furnished  them  wkh 
cartridges,  were  in  the  act  of  firing  a  volley  of  moskcUif 
into  the  boat,  when   their  intention  waa  defeated  by  (be 
timely  interference  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  whoaehu 
mane  conduct  on  that  occasion  saved  the  Ufes  of  ibeofficet 
and  crew.     If  the  seaman  was  the  aggressor,  still  it  is  be 
lievod  this  will  not  present  such  a  case  as  to  wanant  (b« 
interposition  of  an   armed  guard  t6  attack  a  dninken  ini 
defenceless  man,  whose  life  was  put  in  imminent dsngrr  by 
the  assailanU.     That  the  balance  of  the  boat's  crew,  ani- 
mated by  those  generous  feeling*  which  always  exiat  smooi 
men  in  their  condition  of  life,  sboold   throw  themselm 
between  the  bayonets  of  the   Mexican   soldiers  and  their 
shipmate,  whose  life  was  thus  placed  in  jeopardy,  deserro 
admiretion  and  praise  rather  than  chains  and  punidimeDt. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  a  fixed  design  to  treat  withditiesfcct 
this  Government,  or  the  authorities  at  Vera  Craz. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  bi«  lur- 
prise  that  an  officer  bearing  a  commisnmi  of  this  Govern- 
ment, ahould  have  considered  it  any  portion  of  his  dtly  to 
instigate  his  men  to  fire  upon  unarmed  Amencsn  citiieivi 
aitnated  as  they  were,  and  much  leas  could  he  have  «l^ 
posed  that  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz  would,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  incarcerate  them  with  arievto 
their  puishment  under  the  municipal  laws  of  Mexico.  U 
is  now  a  well  understood  principle  of  national  lav,  thst  i 
public  armed  ▼easel  of  a  foreign  Power  visiting  the  ports  « 
a  country  with  whom  her  Government  is  at  pesce,  iw 
conducting  herself  in  a  friendly  manner,  is  exempt  froa 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  country,  for  the  veiy  obviow  «»• 
son  that  the  municipal  law  of  one  country  cannot  chssfe 
the  law  of  nations  so  as  to  bind  the  citisens  and  sobjecU  of 
another  country.  Whenever  these  antagonist  prinafilo 
come  in  opposition  to  each  other,  the  latter  most  picw 
over  the  first  If  it  were  otherwise,  that  good  underaand 
ing  among  all  nations  so  neceaeary  to  promote  harmoni 
and  concord  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other  could  im( 
be  preserved.  The  undersigned  will  further  remsrk,  thit 
the  seamen  in  question  were  handed  over  to  the  capttin  of 
the  port  with  the  express  understanding  that  they  ^r^re  (o 
be  returned  on  the  succeeding  day.  Under  this  sgrcemw^ 
he  conceives  no  just  reason  csn  be  urged  for  their  deieoUM 
at  this  time.  He  has  therefore  no  hesiution  in  requsstnv 
yuut  excellency  that,  if  the  facta  be  found  as  herein  MUff, 
he  will  cause  the  seamen  aforeeaid  to  be  ddivered  to  ibc 
commander  of  the  United  Sutea  sloop  of  war  Natcbfi,  * 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Vera  Cnn;  and  thai 
if  the  officer  of  the  guard  shall  prove  culpable  in  io*^ 
ting  his  men  to  the  coramiasion  of  the  acts  as  detailed,  bf 
may  be  viaited  with  merited  puniehment. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportooitj  u 
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renew  to  your  excellency  the  aisnrance  of  hie  very  dis- 
tinguished coneideratioii. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  bie  Excellency  Josb  Mahia  Ortiz  Movastbbio, 
Acting  Mimster  of  Forefgn  Affairs, 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

CoxiiuLATB  of  tkb  U.  Statbb  ot  Ambbiga, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  19,  1836. . 

8ib:  By  this  moniing's  mail  I  hed  the  honor  of  year 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,  arising  that  my  respects  of  the 
1 0th,  with  its  accompaniments,  had  reached  you. 

The  American  seamen  are  yet  in  confinement,  and  no 
overtares  made  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  enable  me  to  visit  them,  nor  has  any  com* 
munication  been  received  in  relation  to  them  since  I  last 
addressed  you  in  iheir  behalf,  and  for  which  I  am  willing 
to  give  the  credit  to  General  Gregorio  Gomez,  the  military 
comnuindant  of  the  plaza  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Enclosed  I  hand  you  copies  of  two  notes  received  from 
the  prisoners,  and  whom  I  shall  make,  perhaps,  another 
effort  to  see  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  in  case  they 
are  not  released.  I  have  sent  them  a  little  money  through 
the  bearen  of  the  two  notes,  but  am  apprehensive  that  it 
has  not  been  received.  Concluding  my  remarks  on  the 
sabject  of  said  seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  I  can 
but  assure  you  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting 
to  the  end  that  they  may  be  released  and  protected  from 
oppression. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

The  Hon.  Powhatah  Ellii, 

ChargSd" Affaires  U.S.  A.,  Mexico. 

The  American  Seamen  to  Mr,  Burrough. 
Vbba  Cevz  Hospital,  Novemhtr  14,  1836. 
Rsspbctbh  Sib:  We  were  informed  by  a  gentleman 
who  examined  us  yesterday,  that  our  ship  had  sailed  from 
this  port  a  few  days  ago,  and  that  we  were  left  under  your 
protection.  If  such  is  the  case,  we  should  feel  much 
obliged  if  you  would  make  it  convenient  to  c^l  here  and 
see  usy  as  we  stand  much  in  need  of  your  advice  at  pres- 
ent. 

We  remain,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

HENRY  HAVIST, 
JAMES  HOOPER, 
SAMUEL  LONG, 
R.  FREEMAN. 
For  the  Ambbicait  Covsul,  Vera  Crux. 

7^  American  Seamen  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

Vbba  Gbux  Pbisoh,  November  19,  1836. 
Rkspbctxd  Sim :  As  we  have  been  discharged  from  the 
hoepital,  and  are  all  here  in  prison,  we  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you  that  we  are  much  in  want  of  tobacco,  and  that 
we  are  not  allowed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food,  in  conse- 
qu«n<»  of  which  those  that  have  been  in  prison  all  the 
time  are.  getting  sick  and  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  hos- 
pital. We  should  feel  much  obliged  if  yotr  would  so  far 
interest  yourself  in  our  behalf  as  to  get  us  out  of  here, 
and,  if  convenient,  we  should  be  thankful  by  your  calling 
here. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

NATHANIEL  GROVES, 
SAMUEL  MOULDING, 
SAMUEL  LONG, 
JOHN  WILLIAMS, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JAMES  HOOPER. 


Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  SlUs. 
Consul ATB  of  tub  U.  Statbs  or  Axbrica, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  24,  1836. 
SiE :  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  General  Antonio  CaStro, 
the  military  commandant  general  of  this  department,  did ' 
me  the  honor  to  call  at  my  office  totday,  and  sUted  that, 
having  received  instructions  from  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  seamen  of  the  United  States  ship 
Natchez,  detained  in  this  city,  he  should  issue  an  order 
for  their  liberation,  and  who  would  be  delivered  to  my 
charge. 

The  said  mariners  have  not  as  yet  appeared,  but  who 
will  probably,  according  to  promise,  be  presented  at  this 
consulate  in  the  course  of  to-morrow.  I  shall  take  charge 
of  them,  and  dispose  of  them  as  I  heretofore  informed  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
The  honorable  Po  what  ait  Ellis, 

Chargd  cT Affaires  U.  S.  A.,at  Mexico. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
Consul  A  TB  or  thb  U.  Statbs  or  Avbbica, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  26,  1836. 
Sib:  I  have  the  gratification  to  inform  you  that  the 
eight  American  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  and  who  have  been  detained  in  prison  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Mexican  Government  at  thb  city  for 
the  period  of  twenty-three  days,  were  yesterday  delivered 
to  my  charge  by  the  commandant  of  this  plaza. 

Enclosed  1  transmit  copies  of  letters  on  the  subject  of 
their  liberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  youf  obe- 
dient servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 

Chargd  cT Affaires  U.  S.  A.  at  Mexico. 

•^ 

ne  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burroughs 

[Translation.] 

Comxanbanct  Gbnbbal  or  thb  Dbpabtxbnt  or  Vbba 

Cauz. 

I  have  this  day  given  a  suitable  order  to'the  military 
commandant  of  this  plaza,  directing  him  to  deliver  over  to 
yon  the  eight  mariners  belonging  to  the  American  sloop  of 
war  Natchez,  against  whom  a  proaeeutton  was  instituted 
in  consequence  of  the  quarrel  which  they  had  with  certain 
Mexican  citizens,  and  of  the  resistance  which  they  made 
to  the  guard  of  the  mole ;  hoping  that,  in  conformity  with 
what  you  were  pleased  to  signify  to  me  in  the  con^rence 
which  we  held  this  morning,  they  may  be  chastised  by  the 
competent  authoritiee  of  their  own  nation,  according  to  the 
laws  which  there  exist,  and  in  a  manner  corresponding  to 
the  crime  which  tbey  have  committed  in  ibis  republic. 

With  this  motive,  Mr.  Consul,  I  have  the  honor  to  offinr 
to  you,  respectfully,  my  consideration  and  esteem. 

God  and  Liberty.     Vera  Cruz,  November  24,  1886. 
ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO. 

The  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Crux. 

Consulatb  or  thb  Unitbd  Statbs  or  Ambbica, 
Vera  Cruz,  November  26,  1836. 
Sie:  I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  aod 
by  which  I  am  informed  that  an  order  has  been  paased  to 
the  commandant  of  this  plaza,  in  virtue  of  which  the  eight 
seamen  belonging  to  the  United  Sutes  ship  Natchez,  de- 
tained by  the  authorities  of  this  Government  under  the  ac- 
cuiation  of  infringing  the  laws  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in 


208 


APPENDIX— To  Gatei  4*  Skaton's  Reguter. 


25th  GoHo.  l8l  8x8S.] 


Mtxiean  Affain, 


a  conflict  with  citizens  of  the  country,  and  for  resisting 
the  nulitaiy  guard  at  the  mole. 

In  purButnce  of  your  command,  seven  of  the  said  sea- 
men were  delivered  at  this  consulate  at  the  hour  of  1 1 
.  o*clock  this  day,  since  which,  the  other  has  presented  him- 
self, and  who,  it  appears,  was  detained  by  illness  in  the 
hospital. 

Responding  to  that  part  of  your  letter  by  which  you  ap- 
parently enjoin  it  as  a  condition  of  the  liberation  of  the 
afore-mentioned  seamen,  that  they  be  chastised  by  the 
competent  authority  of  my  Government,  In  accordance 
with  the  lawi  of  tlie  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to 
%tate,  that  a  communication  on  that  subject  from  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  cover  of 
a  note  from  this  consulate,  bearing  date  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, has  already  been  made  to  the  then  military  com- 
mandant general  of  this  department,  in  which  the  said 
commander  refers  to  a  letter  of  previous  date,  addressed  to 
the  aforesaid  authority,  expressive  of  his  profound  regret 
at  the  unfortunate  occurrence  of  the  2d  instant,  and  where- 
in he  assures  the  incumbent  of  office  "  that  if,  on  inquiry, 
the  provocation  should  appear  to  have  originated  from  the 
American  seamen,  the  oflenders  should  receive  condign 
punishment ;"  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  good 
faith  of  Captain  Mervine,  commander  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchei.  But,  as  this  consulate  is  in  possession  of 
no  testimony  that  the  American  seamen  are  delinquents, 
the  converse  being  proven,  and  by  ample  testimony,  that 
they  were  wantonly  attacked  and  unmercifully  beaten  and 
wounded  by  the  military  guard  and  other  assailants  at  the 
mole  of  this  city,  on  the  morning  of  the  Sd  mutant ;  and 
unless  some  proof  at  least  be  adduced  that  they,  the  said 
seamen,  were  the  aggressors,  I  am  constrained  to  express 
my  disapprobation  of  the  justice  of  your  requisition  regard- 
ing t^eir  chastisement. 

Having  already  protested  against  the  unjust  and  arbi- 
trary detention  of  said  American  seamen,  I  now  solemnly 
protest  against  the  inquisitorial  proceeding,  or  trial,  insti- 
tuted against  them  by  your  predecessor  in  office,  during 
which,  I,  as  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  ex  officio 
their  natural  guardian  and  protector,  was  excluded  all  com- 
munication with  them,  my  eufiering  countrymen,  notwith- 
standing I  made  three  several  and  distinct  applications  for 
liberty  to  communicate  with  them,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
minister  to  their  comfort 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration  of  per- 
sonal respect,  y6ur  obedient  servant^ 

M.BURROUGH. 
To  AiTToiiio  Castbo,  Esq., 

tht  Military  Com,  General  of  the  Dept,  of  Vera  Cruz. 


Mr,  Monatterio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[TraDslation.] 

PaLACI  of  TBI  NaTTOVAL  GoTZmNXXKT, 

Mexico,  December  3,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  AfTairs, 
has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Department  of  War, 
relative  to  the  delivery  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
in  Vera  Crux,  of  the  seamen  of  the  American  sloop  of 
war  Natchez,  who  were  imprisoned  on  account  of  the 
quarrel  in  which  they  were  engaged  on  the  mole  of  that . 
■port. 

The  undersigned,  while  transmitting  this  document  to 
the  Hon,  Powhatan  Ellis,  as  the  result  of  his  note  upon 
this  aubjeet,  renews  to  him  the  assurance  of  his  very  dis- 
tinguished considerition  and  esteem. 

J08B  MARIA  ORTIZ  MGNASTERIG. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatav  Ellis, 

ChargifTAffmreM  of  the  United  StaUe. 


Mr.  Tomel  to  Mr.  Monoiteria. 
[Translation.] 
^  DxrAaTMxvT  of  Wab  aid  Maxixi, 

Section  3d,  Commandancy  General  of  the  htpati- 
ment  of  Vera  Cruz,  Mesa  IW,  ttt.  718. 

Excbllxitt  Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  BoperioTnoic 
of  your  excellency,  of  the  19th  instant,  excusing  isme 
difficulties  which  embarrassed  the  termination  i^  ths  pre. 
paratory  proceedings  instituted  upon  the  quarrel  moved  lij 
sundry  sailors  of  the  American  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  gee- 
ing  the  merits  which  sustain  -those  instruction^  and  fol- 
lowing the  desires  of  the  Supreme  Government,  I  barf 
this  day  closed  the  subject  in  question,  leaving  mM»mpr»' 
mited  the  national  decorum,  by  delivering  over  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  consul  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  North,  the 
said  mariners,  who,  by  their  ignorance  and  exeenei,  ren- 
dered themselves  liable  to  proceedinga  which  they  them- 
selves  provoked^ that  functionary  having  promised  that  be 
would  send  them  by  the  first  vessel  that  oQeml  to  the  prop- 
er authority,  to  whom  he  would  recommend  that  thej 
ahould  receive  condign  punishment  for  their  offences;  and 
in  doing  myself  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  your  ei- 
oellency,  in  reply  to  your  note  aforesaid,  I  have  ak)  thai 
of  renewing  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  mj  re- 
spectful consideration. 

God  and  Liberty.     Vika  Cava,  November  24, 1836. 
ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO. 

To  hie  Excellency  the  Minister  of  War  and  Merine. 

Copy  :  Mixico,  November  29,  1836. 

JUAN  L.  VELA8QUE8  DE  LEON. 
Copy  :  Mbzico,  December  8,  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERI0. 

Mr.  ElHe  to  Mr.  Burrough.^Extrttd. 

Lie  ATI  OH  Of  THx  Uhitm  Statxs  of  Aiftaici, 
Mexico,  December  3, 1886. 

Sia: 

•  •  •  »  •  • 

I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  learn  that  the  Ameilraii  tea- 
men have  been  discharged,  and  trust  you  may  soon  have 
an  o|^portunlly  to  send  them  to  Pensacola. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  M.  BuaaouoB,  Esq. 

United  Statea  Consul  Vera  Crux. 

Mr.  Munaeferio  to  Mr.  Elk's. 
[Translation.] 
*     Palacx  of  TRa  Natiohai.  GoTimrmHT, 

Mexico,  DeetmbtT  6, 1836. 
The  undermgned,  actiog  Minister  of  Foreign  ASm  Im 
the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  to  the  honorable  Powbstas 
Ellis,  a  copy  of  another  communicmtion  which  he  has  re- 
ceived from  the  Department  of  War  upon  the  defiverr 
made  to  the  conaul  of  the  United  States  in  Vera  Onx« 
the  eight  mariners  belonging  to  the  aioop  of  war  of  tw 
nation  called  the  Natchex ;  and  thereupon  renews  to  hja 
the  assurances  of  his  very  distinvalahed  considefatioD  «» 
esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO- 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatak  Eixia, 

Chargi  d^AJfaires  of  the  U.  &.  of  America. 

Mr.  Tomel  to  Mr.  Mgnaaieria. 

[Translation.] 
DsPAnTMxvT  ov  Wam  akp  MaRIXXi 
Section  Sd,  Mexico,  December  S,  1886. 
Under  date  of  the  86th  of  November  last  past,  the  coai- 
mandant  general  of  Vera  Cruz  addressed  me  as  follows: 
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[25tii  Coiro.  l8t  Siss. 


ExcErt«»T  Sib  r  Pfovi/ion  Iraviti^  bwn  ma^e  by  the 
militftry  conmiftndfitit  of  tbi«  plazs  for  delivering  to  the 
consul  of  the  United  6C«te«  of  the  North  the  eight  seamen 
belonging  to  a  eioop  of  war  of  that  nation,  the  Nateh<^,  as 
your  excellency  was  advised  in  my  official  note.  No.  718, 
of  the  24th  instant,  the  said  commandant,  under  date  of 
the  25th  of  the  same  month,  thus  reports  to  me :  **  In  due 
folfilment  of  the  decree  issued  by  your  excellency,  embrac- 
ing a  summary  of  instrnetions  about  the  seamen  of  the 
American  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  accused  of  having  drawn 
arms  upon  the  guard  of  the  mole,  according  to  your  note 
of  yesterday,  the  eight  mariners  referred  to  have  been  de- 
livered over  to  the  consul  of  their  nation  in  this  port, 
through  one  of  the  adjutants  of  the  pKiia,  as  he  was  by  me 
commiMioned  to  do.  And  I  have  the  honor  to  announce 
the  same  to  your  excellency,  in  reply  to  your  note  afore- 
said.'* 

And  I  remfC  it  to  your-  excelicncy  for  your  information 
and  that  of  th*  excellent  Presid'ent  ad  interim,  \o  whom 
you  win  be  pleased  to  say  that  this  business  is  now  ter- 
minated. 

By  order  of  his  excellency,  I  enclose  it  to  you  for  your 
infonnatlon  and  such  ptirpose  as  you  mav  deem  fit. 

Ood  and  liberty.  TORNEL. 

T^e  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Copy  :  Mkxrco,  Deeembcr  6,  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TBRIO. 

Mr.  EWs  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

LEyATioir  OF  thx  United  Statbs  oj  Ameeiga, 

Mejcica,  December  22,  1836. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  balROce 
of  ilie  correspondence  between   the  acting  Minister    of 
Foreign  Affiiira  for  the  Mexican  repnbiie  end  myself  which 
led  to  the  demand  of  my  passports. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

.    Hon.  JOHK  FOBSTTH, 

Seerttary  of  StiUe^  Washingttn  City. 

Mr.  Monaaterib  to  Mr.  EUi*. 
[Translation.] 

Palace  of  thr  National  Govbrnmset, 

Mexico,  November  15,  1836. 
To  the  Hon.  Povratav  Ellts, 

Chatgd^ePAffairesofihe  U.  S.  America. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has 

inforrned  Ihe  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis,  through  his  private 

note  oi"  the  3d  of  Octol»er  lest,  and  his  official  note  of  the 

23cl  of  the  same  month,  that  in  order  to  reply  to  the  one 

from  his  excellehey  of  the  26th.of  deptenber,  in  which  he 

eete  fbrth  various  reclamations  on  the  part  of  the  United 

8tatee  t>f  America  against  the  Mexican  Government,  it  was 

necessary  to  collect  all  the  important  data ;  some  of  which 

were  to  be  obtained  from  different  authorities  and  officers 

both  within  and  without  the  capital,  because  they  did  not 

appear  in  the  Department  of  Relations ;  but  now,  with  such 

as  are  before  the  undersigned,  ho  hastens  to  reply  to  said 

nolB,  althmigh  it  may  not  be,  upon  all  and  every  point  em- 

brareJ  in  it,  yielding  to  the  urgency  of  Mr.  Ellis,  and  de- 

airing-  to  give  him  a  proof  that  ihe  supreme  administration 

of  Che  republic  is  not  unmindful  of  these  aflfairs,  and  that 

there  bfts  not  been  ony  the  slightest  omission  on  the  part 

of  this  department,  in  giving  the  necessary  explanations. 

9efare  entering  upon  the  matter,  the  undersigned  be- 
lieves that  he  ought  to  establish  a  preliminary  basis  for  the 
better  understanding  of  his  reply  to  each  one  of  the  charges 
embraced  in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis.  Th«  14th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigstion 
subsisting  between  this  republic  and  the  United  States  of 
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America,  provides  that  both  Governments  guaranty  Yheilr 
especial  protecUon  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zens of  each  other,  "  leaving  open  and  ft-ee  to  them  the  tri- 
bunals of  justice 'for  their  judicial  recourse,  on  the  same 
terms  whirh  are  usual  and  customary  with*  the  natives  or 
citizens  of  the  country  in  which  tbey  may  be ;  for  which 
they  may  employ,  in  defence  of  their  rights,  slich  advocates, 
solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors,  as  they  may  judge 
proper,  in  all  their  trials  at  law,"  See. ;  and  hence,  from  the 
tenor  of  this  paragraph,  it  is  evident  that  this  protection  is 
limited  to  a  resort  to  these  tribunals,  whose  access  is  thus 
rendered  easy,  and  thst  the  laws  of  the  country  are  made 
to  bear  upoa  them  with  all  due  impartiality.  By  leaving 
the  parties  interested  to  carry  on  their  own  afTairs,  they  can 
discuss  and  arrange  the  points  at  issue  without  the  direct 
interposition  of  their  respective  Governments,  which  might, 
in  some  cases,  affect  their  intereits.  On  the  same  prin- 
dp)e,  all  those  reclamations  which  have  for  their  object  the 
proceeding  of  officers  of  the  customs  in  l^hltment  of  the  laws 
of  finance,  for  abuses  which  may  have  been  committed,  do 
not^  in  any  manner,  attach  to  the  Executive  of  the  repub- 
lic, but  ought  to  be  examined  before  the  tribunals  of  the 
district  and  circuit  and  in  the  supreme  cotirt  of  justice,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  proceedings  established  by  law, 
without  making  them  matter  of  diplomatic  discussion,  so 
long  aathe  parties  interested  are  not  denied  those  legal  re- 
sources which  are  open  to  Mexicans,  but  without  the  one 
pretending  to  righto  which  the  others  do  not  enjoy,  inas- 
much as  there  could  not  exist  two  different  Iegi:3lation8  for 
natives  and  foreigners ;  and  these,  all  of  which  they  may 
claim  in  virtue  of  the  treaty^  are,  that  the  latter  may  be 
judged  by  the  same  laws,  and  by  die  same  tribunals  as  the 
former.  The  undersigned  is  induced  to  make  this  obser- 
vation, because  he  discovers  that,  in  general,  the  reclama- 
tions contained  in  the  note  now  under  consideration,  are 
confined  to  the  affairs  of  individuals  whose  trial  and  adjust- 
ment belong  to  the  judiciary  of  the  republic ;  he  will,  there- 
fore, leave  its  application  to  the  several  points  coming  under 
it,  and  pass  to  a  consideration  of  them,  following  the  order 
in  which  they  have  been  placed  by  the  charg^  d*affakes  of 
the  United  States. 

The  first,  relative  i6  the  prdceedin'gs  had  at  Tabasco  upon 
the  cargo  of  the  American  schooner  Northampton,  and  the 
injuries  inflicted  on  her  captun,  is  entirely  unknown  to  the 
Department  of  Relations;  and  hence  it  is,  that,  because  of 
the  relation  made  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  the  necessary 
information  has  now  been  called  for,  with  a  view  to  take 
0uch  order  on  it  as  the  facte  may  ju«;tify. 

The  complaints  of  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  John  Baldwin,  against  the  authorities  cf  Quaza- 
cualco,  form  the  second  subject  treated  of  in  the  honorable 
P.  Ellis's  note ;  and  an  examination  of  the  documents  in 
the  case  proves  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  grievan- 
ces whirh  Mr.  Baldwin  has  borne,  and  however  arbitrary 
the  acte  of  said  authorities,  the  party  interested  ought  to 
have  sought  reparation  for  them,  and  punishment  of  his 
aggressors,  before  the  proper  tribunals,  whose  action  was 
alike  open  to  foreigners  and  natives.  Nevertheless,  as  he 
has  placed  his  cause  in  the  hands  of  the  charg^  d'affaires  of 
his  nation,  who  has  transmitted  it  to  the  department  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned,  the  Supreme  Government  will 
take  such  part  in  the  same  as  is  proper.  What  blame  can 
attach  to  the  Government,  because, 'up  to  this  time  the  suite 
instituted  against  Mr.  Baldwin  have  not  terminated  in  the 
respective  courts,  seeing  that  it  has  constantly  done  every 
thing  in  its  power,  which  was  to  write  to  the  authorities 
urging  them  to  administer  prompt  and  ample  justice,  by 
placing  in  their  true  light  the  acts  of  which  he  complained, 
and  punishing  those  who  might  prove  culpable  ?  This  la 
all  the  intervention  which  the  supreme  Executive  power 
has  in  subjecte  of  this  nature ;  an^  the  independence  which 
has  been  placed  between  it  and  the  Judiciary,  would  draw 
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upon  the  Executive  a  heavy  responsibility,  if  it  should  pro- 
ceed in  any  other  manner  to  administer  the  laws  by  itself. 
In  the  legation  now  under  the  charge  of  the  honorable  P. 
Ellis,  there  are  many  communications  which  prove  tliat  the 
Government  of  the  undersigned  has  fulfilled  iu  duties  to- 
wards Mr.  Baldwin,  as  the  repeated  orders  which  were 
given  to  the  Governor  of  the  8tate,  now  department  of  Vera 
Cruz,  will  show  that  it  has  never  disregarded  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  it  of  giving  due  protection  to  all  inhabitants 
of  the  republic,  without,  however,  trespassing  beyond  the 
limits  which  the  laws  designate. 

'J'he  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  before 
leaving  this  poiiit,^that  th|  conduct  of  said  Baldwip  has  not 
been  so  circumspect  and  regular  as  is  stated  in  his  mani- 
festo: since  there  have  been  instituted  against  him  six 
criminal  causes  in  the  court  of  Acayucan ;  and  there  are 
other  complaints  against  his  proceedings,  according  to  in- 
formation lodged  by  the  commissioner  of  Guasacualco, 
which  will  be  duly  made  known  to  the  legation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  hence  it  is,  although  the  Supreme  Mexican 
(fovernment  might  hove  had  power  to  interpose  more  di- 
rectly in  these  subjects,  carried  away  by  a  desire  to  relieve 
the  party  interested  from  his  sufferings,  the  course  which 
the  respective  tribunals  look  would  have  prevented  it  from 
doing  so ;  and  resting  upon  these  principles,  the  department 
repelled  the  idea  advanced  by  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  in  his 
note  of  the  6th  of  September,  1833,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Baldwin,  that  it  wuuld  be  treated  as  a  national  question 
between  th«  United  Statee  and  Mexico ;  because  the  case 
of  an  individual  could  not  assume  such  a  character,  when 
it  essentially  belonged  to  the  judiciary,  and  the  Government 
had  done  all  within  its  power  and  authority — much  less 
when  there  were  data  so  little  favorable  to  the  complainant. 
The  light,  then,  in  which  the  affair  in  question  ought  to  be 
viewQdt  is*  whether  the  Supreme  Government  has  granted 
to  him,  or  not,  due  comfort  and  protection ;  and  it  being 
demonstrated,  as  well  by  this  clear  exposition  as  by  docu- 
menu  in  the  possession  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  that  it 
has  been  the  first,  the  Government  stands  absolved  from  all 
claim  that  can  be  brought  against  it  But  to  give  a  new 
proof  of  tlie  desire  which  has  always  animated  it  to  bring 
about  a  prompt  and  bappy  termination  of  this  subject  for 
Mr.  Baldwin,  it  has  addressed  an  energetic  representation 
to  the  proper  authority,  to  the  end  that  if  there  should  bo 
yet  any  cause  pending,  justice  may  be  awarded  to  him  with 
duo  promptitude  and  impartiality. 

The  documents  existing  in  the  department  under  the 
charge  of  the  undersigned,  are  not  sufficient  to  form  a  dis- 
tinct idea  of  the  case  relative  to  the  occupation  of  the  Amer- 
ican brig  Topaz  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  to  convey  troops 
from  Matamoras  to  Galveston ;  and  the  same  have  been 
therefore  applied  for  at  the  Department  of  War,  where  they 
ought  to  be ;  but  from  those  which  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  undersigned,  he  adduces  that  said  brig  was  freighted  by 
the  commandant  of  Anahuac  to  convey  the  troops  aforesaid ; 
and  tliat  on  the  voyage,  the  mariners,  wishing  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  money  which  was  on  boanl,  formed  a 
plan  to  assaasinate  the  Mexicans  who  manned  the  schooner, 
she  being  wrecked,  and  they  having  escaped  in  the  boaU. 
In  fact,  after  having  thrown  Captain  Ryder  into  the  sea, 
and  secured  the  troops  in  the  hold,  they  proceeded  to  assas- 
sinate two  officers  of  this  republic,  when  one  of  them  esca- 
ping, gave  the  alarm;  Xhe  troops  broke  open  the  hatches, 
fell  upon  the  authors  of  the  mutiny,  killed  the  pilot,  who 
was  the  ringleader,  and  secured  the  others,  in  order  that 
they  might  bo  tried ;  and  although  these  attempts  of  the  crew 
were  attributed  by  them  to  the  Mexican  soldiery,  two  cap- 
tains of  other  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  arrived 
■ubsequeutly  at  Anahuac,  and  who  believed  it  to  he  their 
duty  to  investigate  the  matter,  decided  against  the  mariners, 
upon  hearing  their  contradictory  testimony.  If  these  have 
occurred  as  stated,  it  is  very  clear  that  no  bUme  can  be 


chargeil  upon  the  Moiiraji  Government  for  tb#  death  of  the 
captain  and  pilot  of  the  Topaz.  But  the  undersigned  will 
carefully  examine  the  documents  wkich  be  has  called  for 
in  ordei  to  fix  these  acto  and  tliat  relative  lo  the  detention 
of  the  schooner  in  question. 

As  regards  the  case  of  tlic  schooner  Brazoria,  it  is  en- 
dent,  from  the  respective  testimony  iu  the  case,  that  \«. 
cause  of  the  bad  condition  in  which  she  found  benelf  in 
the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  year  1833,  her  sale  wag  de- 
termined on ;  but  as  the  commandant  of  marine  for  thtt 
department  informed  the  Supreme  Government  that  he  bed 
not,  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  give,  official  infonnation 
whether  or  not  said  vessel  belonged  to  the  national  squad- 
ron,  and  that  he  liad  simply  heard  it  said  she  was  the 
property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  preaued  into  the 
service  of  the  colonists  of  Austin  to  tiansport  troops  from 
Galveston  to  Matamoran,  and  that  the  owner  bm)  abandoned 
her  with  protest  for  losa  and  damage,  it  was  erdaied  bj  ths 
Minister  of  War  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  if  it  should 
Ite  effected,  ns  well  as  recompense  for  the  uae  which  hid 
been  made  of  the  vessel,  should  be  deposited  in  the  treas- 
ury of  the  same  Department  of  Marine,  to  cover  the  loss 
and  damage  which  the  party  interested  had  sustained ;  to 
which  end  it  was  also  recommended  that  a  summary  inves- 
tigation should  be  made  as  to  who  was  the  ownsr.    And 
hence  it  is,  if  he  had  presented  his  claim  as  it  shonld  have 
been,  the  same  would  have  bec^n  liquidated  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  decree  in  his  favor  by  the  Supreme 
Government — a  decree  issued    without  any  reclamation, 
either  official  or  private,  having  been  made,  but  prompted 
solely  by  the  principle  of  justice  which  sustained  the  part; 
interested.     In  virtue  whereof,  as  soon  as  the  documcnih 
legally  Qertified,  shall  be  pnescnted,  proving  the  owner  of 
said  vessel,  and  all  else  (hat  is  necessary,  writable  measorM 
will  be  taken  for  wioh  mdemnification  as  may  be  just. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Aaron  Leggett,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  the  loss  in  Tabesco,  during  the  year 
1832,  of  his  steamboat  called  «  Hidalgo,*'  baa  been  sub- 
mitted to  due  examination,  and  fcom  this  invesdgaiioB  it 
results  that,  according  to  contract,  and  in  vtrtae  of  ^ 
privilege  granted  to  said  vessel,  it  was  his  duty  to  tnin^ 
port,  gratis,  national  troops,  whenever  required  by  the 
public  service,  notwithstanding  which,  Leggett  was  paid 
at  that  time  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- three 
dollars  and  one  real  for  freights  ;  that  when  the  vessel  vn 
stranded  she  was  occupied  in  the  service  of  her  proprietor, 
and  not  in  that  of  the  repablic ;  end  this  aoctdeot  reaoHed 
from  the  bad  condition  of  the  boat,  and  from  the  excesBiTe 
cargo  on  board ;  that  neither  the  capital  nor  the  nmn 
employed  by  Leggett  could  have  effected  the  cottiag  of 
enough  dye-wood  to  load  the  eight  vessels  referred  toia 
his  writings,  since,  according  to  the  declarations  of  the 
contractors  for  cutting  this  wood,  it  was  not  to  have  been 
delivered  until  the  year  following  that  in  which  he  soffcred 
the  damages  complained  of;  that  Leggett  having  diiip' 
proved  the  contract  which  was  concluded  by  his  attorney, 
he  could  not  then  reckon  upon  freight  for  said  vessels; 
which  annihilation  of  the  contract  obliged  Messrs.  Browa 
and  Gallagher  to  dispose  of  their  furniture  and  stock  ifl 
trade,  in  order  to  pay  the  contractors  for  the  wood;  and ai 
this  was  situated  forty  or  fifty  leagues  in  the  interior  froa 
the  coast,  it  is  evident  that,  oven  when  cut,  some  four  or 
five  months  would  be  necessary  to  bring  it  to  the  point « 
erobarcation.  Nor  couhl  he  have  had  a  sufficient  quantity 
to  load  the  vessels  referred  to,  inasmuch  as  it  was  \r^ 
sible  to  obtain  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  quiotah 
oi  logwood  which  he  mentions,  with  the  small  latt^ 
wherewith  he  waa  provided.  It  is  aiko  evident  that  tbt 
value  of  Leggett^s  sUamboat  could  not  be  more,  aecoidinf 
to  some,  than  sixteen  or  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  aod 
according  to  others,  from  six  to  eight,  and  from  foor  to  ii<* 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  said  individual  beiag  a  debtor  ta 
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Ibe  public  usmsory  for  inpofto  due,  he  wia  forced  to  pay 
them,  and  a  valuation  of  iua  efiects  being  made  by  akiLfui 
persons,  by  •order  of  the  competent  authority,  their  juet  ee* 
timate  wae  set  down  at  the  suin  of  fourteen  thousand  one 
huodred  dollars. 

Id  virtue  of  thin  oxpo-sition,  the  supreme  Mexican  Gov- 
eromeot  conceives  itself  exonerated  from  paying  to  Mr. 
Leggett  the  suras  which  he  claims  fur  losses  and  damages, 
sums  exaggerated  ^y  chimerical  calculations,  as  is  also  seen 
by  the  same  investigation ;  and  hence  it  is  the  Government 
has  determined  that  the  party Jnterested  muat  go  before  the 
tribunals,  whoeo  access  is  open  to  him,  should  he  even  in- 
sist open  the  matter,  which,  in  its  nature,  admits  of  much 
litigation,  'i'hese  provisions,  dictated  by  tlie  Minister  of 
War,  have  been  already  made  known  to  Mr.  Leggett  by 
the  department  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  and  as  he 
has  not  couformod  to  them,  but  has,  in  place  of  resorting 
to  the  tribunals,  as  is  the. law,  ^r  a  jiidgment,  repeated  his 
instances  liefure  the  •Supreme  Government,  soliciting  a  new 
resolution,  which,  if  it  can  be  admitted  by  the  attributes 
of  the  Executive,  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to 
communicate  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Bllis  as  soon  as  it  is 
made  known  to  him  by  the  respective  department* 

Aa  soon  as  the  Supreme  Government  received  informa- 
tion of  a  publication  made  in  New  York  by  the  captain  of 
the  brig  Industry,  Mr.  McKeige^  referring  to  what  he  had 
lufiered  in  Tabasco,  and  complaining  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  authorities  and  employees  there,  it  ordered  that  a  legal 
investigation  of  these  acts  should  be  instituted,  which, 
having  been  done,  and  it  being  proved  that  the  judge  of 
the  district  and  th'b  commandant  of  the  guard  of  that  cus- 
tom-house were  guiltjr  of  the  heavy  charges  alleged  against 
them,  a  corresponding  suit  was  ordered  to  be  formed,  and 
merited  chastisement  inflieted.  This  has  been  carried 
through  all  the  forma  prescribed  by  law,  and,  for  its  speedy 
termination,^  the  underfigned  has  issued  suitable  directions 
to  the  end  Uiat,  according  to  its  result,  just  measures  may 
be  adopted  to  indemnify  Mr.  McKeige  for  the  losses  and 
injuries  which  were  occasioned  him  by  some  iodivjduals 
who,  by  their  mercenary  and  imprudent  conduct^  have 
compromited  the  honor  of  their  nation. 

This  is,  as  regards  the  imprisonmeot  of  Captain  Mc- 
Keige, and  the  sum  of  money  exacted  for  his  own  and  his 
vessers  liberation,  and  for  the  detention  of  the  latter,  since, 
as  regards  the  crew  of  the  same  having  been  obliged  to  en- 
gage in  a  combat  which  occurred  between  the  Government 
troops  and  other  disaffected  persons,  it  appears  that  the 
mariners  entered  voluntarily  into  that  labor,  and  were  not 
obliged  by  forc^  as  the  said  captain  of  the  brig  asserts ; 
and  it  further  appears  that  the  grievances  which  the  cap- 
tain says  he  suf&rcd  in  prision  are  exaggerated,  as  well  as 
that  the  miUury  commandant  of  that  city  took  any  part  in 
inflicting  the  wronge  of  which  he  complains. 

With  respect  to  the  cose  of  the  American  brig  Paragon, 
the  Department  of  War  not  having  communicated  to  that 
of  Kclations  the  result  of  the  apprehension  and  trial  which 
wa«  ordered  against  tlie  captain,  officers,  and  men  of  the 
national  schooner  Tampico,  as  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the 
Uniled  States  was  duly  advised,  the  undersigned  has  issued 
a  suitable  order,  that  he  niay  be  informed  of  what  has  oc- 
curred up  to  this  time,  with  (vview  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the  honorable  P.  £Uis. 

Xhe  subject  of  the  detention  ot  Campeche  of  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Ophir,  reduces  itself  to  the  lollowiog:  The  visits 
of  Ibe  miliury  inspectors  and  of  health  were  made,  and  be- 
fore She  arrival  of  the  custom-house  guard,  the  captain  of 
tfae  vessel  demanded*  with  repeated  urgency,  that  he  should 
be  peroutted  to  go  on  shore ;  and  this  being  granted  to  hini, 
he  mnlifsiously  attributed  the  measure  to  the  captain  of  the 
porty  supposing  it  had  been  done  to  prejudice  him,  when 
the  truth  is,  it  was  granted  at  his  own  request,  and  he  car- 
rie«l  his  impression  to  such  an  extreme  as  to  accuse  him 


before  a  Iribuaal  and  to  ask  his  punishment  for  an  act  of  pui  • 
condescension.  On  landing,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  pie- 
sented  his  private  manifesto,  omitting  his  general  one,  whe:  e- 
hy  he  became  immediately  responsible  to  the  law,  for  which 
fault  the  judge  of  Uie  district,  considering  that  the  vcsmI 
should  answer  for  said  general  manifesto,  which  ought  to 
have  been  presented  in  the  very  act  of  coming  to  anchor, 
agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of  die  law  of  the  3 1st  of  Marcb, 
1831,  commanded  that  she  should*be  properly  secured  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial  which  was  about  to  ensue,  anti 
discharged  the  cargo.  For  this  purpose,  and  fearing  the 
escape  of  the  vessel,  he  removed  the  sails,  depositing  thorn 
in  store-houses,  and  placed  over  them  a  small  guard,  which 
was  subsequently  augmented ;  and  he  caused  the  vessel  to 
be  brought  nearer  to  the  city,  because  of  the  continued 
threats  of  her  escape,  of  setting  on  fire  the  tar  which  alis 
contained  in  onler  to  destroy  those  who  guarded  her,  and 
of  others  sufficiently  insolent  and  insulting.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  vessel  was  condemned  lo  the  penalty  of  confiscat  ion, 
but  the  captain  having  appealed  from  this  sentence,  and  the 
judgment  having  passed  through  all  its  legal  forms,  the  same 
was  revoked^  the  vessel  being  ordered  to  be  restored  upon 
security,  as  was  in  fact  done,  and  the  captain  again  taking 
command  of  her; 'and  when  in  virtue  of  this,  he  could 
navigate  freely,  he  put  to  sea  without  any  cargo  whatever, 
leaving  in  the  possession  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
all  his  aea-papers :  and  this  precipitate  and  clandestine  step 
was  occasioned  by  a  dispute  about  the  ^interests  which  the 
captain  aforesaid  of  the  vessel  in  question  had  with  his 
surety. 

It  results  from  this  exposition  that  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties have  not  in  any  manner  exceeded  their  powers,  since 
the  detention  of  the  vessel  had  its  origin  in  the  want  of  her 
general  manifesto  {  but  when  that  was  remedied,  she  was 
declared  free,  and  so  returned  lo  her  captain.  Thus,  then, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  reclamation  in  this  case  is  well 
founded,  nor  is  there  any  justification,  so  far  as  the  Mexi- 
can republic  is  concerned,  for  the  injurious  and  highly  of- 
fensive protest  against  its  olficers  and  employees,  which  the 
captain  of  the  vessel  in  question  noted  before  the  consul  uf 
the  United  States  in  Campeche^  actuated  by  the  grievances 
referred  to  which  be  brought  ufion  himself,  and  which  wero 
acts  determined  by  law.  The  GovernoMnt  of  the  under- 
signed, therefore^  believes  that  that  of  the  United  Ststes  of 
America  has  l)een  misinformed  as  to  these  events,  and  that, 
when  advised  of  what  has  really  occurred,  it  will  dis<ip||)ro\e 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Brittingham,  of  the  brig  Ophir,  as 
well  liecauseof  the  inaccurate  statements  which  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  it,  as  of  iho  protest  aforesaid,  wherein,  with,  as 
much  injustice  as  wantonness  and  audacity,  he  alleges  so 
many  charges  against  the  Mexican  republic;  and  upon 
which  particular  it  does  not  appear  that  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  have  taken  any  steps,  or  even  manifested  its 
displeasure  or  its  disposition  to  satisfy  in  «ny  manner  the 
just  complsint  of  a  friendly  nation  for  so  injurious  a  libel, 
notwithstanding  the  same  was  conveyed  to  it  through  the 
medium  of  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  republic. 

As  it  does  not  sppear  that  any  reclamation  or  complaint 
has  been  presented,  up'  to  this  time,  to  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, upon  the  impressment  of  the  American  brig 
Martha,  by  the  Mexican  called  the  Montezuma,  and  as  the 
first  intimation  of  this  subject  which  the  department  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned  has  had,  is  that  communicated 
in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis  of  the  26th  September 
lost,  no  reply  can  be  returned  to  it  with  duo  knowledge  of 
the  facts ;  and  in  order  to  do  so,  the  proper  authorities  have 
l>een  called  upon  to  furnish  the  corresponding  details  and 
information,  which  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency  with  all  promptness. 

In  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  American  schooner  Han- 
nah Elizabeth,  the  undersigned  has  recommended  to  the 
Minister  of  War  the  most  prompt  remission  of  the  sum- 
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feary  of  proceedingfl  upon  this  subject  which  the  command- 
ant general  oF  New  Leon  and  Tamaulipas  was  ordered  to 
institute,  as  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  announce  to 
the  honorable  P.  Ellis  in  his  note  of  the  17lh  of  July  last; 
and  as  soo^i  as  he  can  obtain  the  document  be  will  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  result. 

This  Department  has  also  called  anew  upon  that  of  War 
for  such  facts  as  may  cope  to  hand  touching  the  outrages 
which,  it  is  said,  were  committed  in  Matamoras  by  a  party 
of  armed  Mexican  troops  upon  the  consul  and  others,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis's  note,  addressed  to  the  undersigned 
on  the  9th  of  September  last ;  and  ho  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  same. 

There  being  no  pret'ious  information  in  this  Department 
relative  to  the  occurrences  in  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Eclipse,  of  Mobile,  they  have  been  requested  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Department  of  Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  answer- 
ing under  this  head  the  note  of  Mr.  Ellis,  to  which  the 
present  note  of  the  undersigned  refers. 

As  a  consequence  of  notice  had  in  Matamoras  in  April 
last,  that  some  hostile  vessels  were  cruising  in  out  waters, 
and  destined  for  that  port,  the  commandsint  general  of  those 
departments  ordered,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  that  the 
departure  of  every  vessel  from  the  bars  of  the  same  should 
be  suspended,  and  that  they  should  draw  a&  near  as  poS' 
sible  to  the  city,  in  order  that  they  might  be  protected  by 
the  fire  from  the  fAaza  in  case  of  aggression;  but  this  pro- 
vision, which  lasted  only  a  very  few  days,  notwithstanding 
it  was  called  for  at  the  time  by  the  best  interests  of  the 
national  service  and  the  safety  of  the  vessels  aforesaid,  was 
disapproved  by  his  excellency  the  President,  because  the 
provision  had  not  been  dictated  by  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, which  alone  has  the  power  to  make  use  of  this  in- 
herent right  of  all  nations,  instructing  said  commandant 
general  that  no  port  should  in  any  event  be  closed  without 
superior  authority,  because  of  the  evils  which  might  be  oc- 
casioned to  commerce.  It  appears  that,  on  this  occasion, 
no  injury  did  result — at  least  the  Supremo  Government  has 
heard  no  complaint  of  such,  and  the  undersigned  there- 
fore believes  that  this  would  be  considered  a  sufficient  re- 
ply to  the  reclamation  growing  out  of  the  detention  of  the 
schooners  June,  Compeer,  and  other  vessels  of  the  United 
felates  of  America  ;  more  particularly  if  it  be  remembered 
that  the  proceeding  in  question  was  not  confined  exclusively 
to  them,  hut  to  all  vessels  then  in  Matamoras,  whatever 
might  Iiave  been  their  destination,  including  national  ones. 

Tlie  Government  of  the  undersigned  has  no  information 
of  the  act  to  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  refers,  of  the 
American  consul  in  Tabasco  having  been  required  by  an  al- 
calde of  that  city  to  authenticate,  with  his  consular  seal, 
certain  public  documents ;  and  because  of  the  some,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  matter,  a  statement  of  the 
necessary  facts  has  been  required  of  that  functionary,  the 
result  of  which  the  undersigned  will  make  known  to  the 
charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Your  excellency,  after  specifying  all  the  subjects  which 
have  been  thus  replied  tu,  goes  on  to  say  that  Mexican 
armed  vess^  Is  have  fired  upon  and  insulted  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America ;  that  her  consuls  have  been  mal- 
treated and  insulted  by  the  authorities,* private  citizens  as- 
sassinated, arrested,  and  seour{>ed  like  malefactors;  their 
property  condemned  and  confit^catcd,  &c.  ;  but  as  these 
charges  are  made  in  terms  so  general,  the  Supreme  Gov. 
ernment  of  the  republic  desires  that  they  may  be  specified, 
before  taking  them  into  consideration.  The  Government 
would  have  taken  as  much  pleasure  in  repairing  losses  and 
injuries  which  have  been  unjustly  suffered  in  Mexico  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  in  giving  satisfatttion  for 
insults  inflicted  on  the  flag  of  the  same,  as  is  the  feeling  of 
regret  which  has  been  caused  by  some  reclamations,  which 
are  either  unfQunded,  because  those  who  present  them  have 


rendered  themselves  Kable  liy  theif  own  condnct  to  proceed- 
ings intended  to  correct  abuses  and  arbitrary  aet^  or  if 
they  were  in  truth  committed  in  the  republic,*  it  has  been 
against  the  eonstant  desire  of  the  National  Gevemmenttbiit 
there  should  he  preserved  in  all  parts  those  considentiom 
due  to  the  citizens  of  friendly  Powers;  against  iu  efibtu 
and  endeavors  that  there  should  exist  no  difference  between 
them  and  the  natives  of  the  country ;  and,  in  fine,  agaia«t 
its  repeated  dispositions  that  before  all  tribtinahand  autho- 
rities they  should  receive  protection,  and  speedy  and  ample 
justice  be  awarded  to  them.     Because  of  this,  and  with  tbt 
object  of  vindicating  the  national  honor,  so  far  u  it  can  he 
compromitted  by  the  acts  to  which  the  honorable  P.  Ellis 
collectively  refers,  and  of  giving  new  proofs  of  the  rectitude, 
probity,  and  decorum  of  those  principles  ^hich  htn  in  all 
time  governed  the  conduct  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  ad- 
ministration, it  will  esteem  it  a  favor  to  receive  a  statement 
of  all  existing  causes  of  complaint,  promising  justice  and 
impartiality  towards  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
who  will  be  convinced  of  the  exsggrration  used  hyihe 
claimants  in   presenting  their  demands,  thrr>ugh  motiTes 
which  it  is  needless  to  mention — endeavoring  thereby  to 
reap  advantages  which  they  could  never  otherwise  ohlain, 
and  to  escape' punishment  for  misdemeanors  which  fhej 
commit  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  country  where  they 
prosecute  their  speculations,  although  it  may  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  compromiting  the  friendly  relations  and  good  har- 
mony between  this  and  the  nation  to  which  they  bcloag. 

But  although  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  may 
be  thus  willing  to  admit  the  just  tlemands  which  may  ^ 
presented,  and  ready  to  repair  the  injuries  which  bve 
been  ocrasionetl  in  this  republic  to  the  parties  interested  iti 
them,  it  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  crimination  made  in 
the  note  of  the  Hon.  P.  Ellis,  to  which  the  undersigned  is 
now  replying,  when  it  is  constituted  the  author  of  ittf^/, 
arbitrary ^  and  violevt  acf9— «cts  in  which,  if  they  have 
been  committed,  the  Governmimt  has  had  no  pari  whalew, 
inasmuch  as  they  owe  their  origin  to  authorities  and  pritate 
individuals,  and  those  which  have  eome  to  its  notice  Ati-e 
met  with  their  merited  displeasure  and  reprehension.  Not 
one  single  act  can  be  adduced  in  which  the  Supreme  Gt)T. 
ernment  has  marnfested,  even  remotely,  a  dispoflti<in  the 
least  unfs^vorahle  to  the  preserration  and  cxtenaoe  rf 
friendly  political  relations  with  foreign  Power*;  and  on  th'i 
account  l^elieres  that  it  has  not  deserved  these  reprnachfg, 
nor  that  there  should  have  been  practised  towards  it  a  W- 
ing  of  indulgence  on  the  part  of  «ny  of  them,  such  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ellis  ascribes  to  the  President  of  the  Tniiftl 
States;  a  feeling  which,  in  such  cases,  is  degrading  to  the 
party  in  whose  fieivor  it  is  exercised.  Even  soppodnglbJ 
the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  tho  United  States  against  the 
Mexican  republic  had  acquired  ell  that  degree  of  certainty 
and  justicA  necessary  to  deduce  the  obtigntion  of  the!>ane 
to  accord  to  them  due  satisfaction,  if  the  Government  his 
not  denied  such  satisfaction,  it  docs  not  merit  the  npplifi- 
tion  of  this  spirit  of  indulgence  or  toleration :  how  mofft 
less,  then,  dt»es  it  deserve  the  exercise  of  that  spirit,  vben 
alt  such  proofs  are  wanting  in  the  reclamations  inquesdofH 
and  when  it  has  not  resisted  the  adjustment  of  them 
Hence  it  is  that  the  Government  of  Uie  undersigned Jie 
seen  with  surprise  and  regret  these  phrases  and  others  re 
the  note  of  the  honorable  charge  d^aflatres  of  the  I'dM 
States,  and,  prompted  by  its  own  dignity,  by  its  Jecornm. 
and  by  tho  national  honor,  it  commands  the  untlersigo«i 
to  convey  these  sentintents  to  your  cxcellcnry,  and  t>st»^« 
to  you  that  the  Government  is  now  disposed,  as  it  «▼«  I* 
been,  to  fulfil  its  obligations  as  prescribed  by  the  hw  oj 
nations  and  the  special  treaties  which  have  been  condu'W 
by  the  republic,  and  as  ft  has,  in  fact,  fulfilled  ihem  in  « 
many  cases  as  have  been  presented.  It  will  listen  x^ 
pleasure  to  the  reclamations  which  may  be  presented  foow- 
ed  in  justice,  as  those  no  doubt  will  be,  to  which  '*»*  ^^^' 
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onbfe  P.  SUwAUndM,  tinoB  Ibe  Gov«fiiiB«ii  of  ik^  UoU 
tad  Scatcs-wiil  h«««  divested  them  of  the  exeggetatiene  and 
fidiilift  wtth^-wlMeli  the  parliee  inteneeted  are  accvatomed 
te  lorroand  them,  and  fivm  ihe  gratuitDus  charges  of  vt<H 
lenea  and  arbkrarinflss  wtuch  diey  attiibute  to  the  aothori- 
liss  and  offideni  who,  in  Itae  fulftlroent  of  their  doties,  take 
ears  that  the  laws  ai  their  country  are  enfuseed  with-  the 
nost  rigid  and  exact  applicaiien. 

*Vht  nndecsigned  cannot  eonchide  this  eonimuntcation 
without  making,  aUbough  with  iteluetanoe,  the  oisaervation 
that  the  vevj  frequent  complaints  and  demnnds  on  the  fwrt 
of  the  eiliseBs  of  the  United  States,  could  be  much  better 
aUeged  against  then  for  the  irregular  conduct  which,  in 
many  casesi  they  heve  pmclised  in  the  proseeutaon  of -com- 
merce. The  coirtffat«nd  which  they  have  been  engaged 
In,  cspedaily  in  Texas,  is  notnrions ;  and  often  protesting 
an  ignorance  which  they  could  M^t  have  of  the  laws  of 
finance,  they  have  omitted  the  requwites,  or  doooments  ex- 
acted by  these,  thereby  giving  rise  to  the  conAscation  of 
their  cargoes  or  vessels,  to  the  imposition  of  fines  and  other 
penalties,  against  which  they  declaim  without  reason,  be^ 
canoe  th^  are  founded  in  jnatioe,  paying  no  attention  to 
the  truth  that  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  laws,  usages, 
and  statutes  of  ^ho  country  wherein  they  carry  on  their 
mercantile  specttlation»— a  measure  natural  in  itself,  and 
expressly  provided  for  in  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  am- 
ity, coDunerce,  and  navigatit)n. 

It  is  not  intended  liy  this  that  the  Government  of  the 
undefsigned  confounds  in  these  inequalities  all  the  citisens 
of  the  United  States ;  it  knows  aikd  is  oei;^n  that  there  are 
many  to  whom  no  repr<«ok  whatever  can  aUaoh,  since  they 
have  demeaned  themsidveB  with  ^ery  deKracy,  honor,  and 
circnmepeetioii,  in  all  employments  to  which  they  have 
devoted  themselvea;  not  much  less  must  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Msxioan  Government  throwa  not  these  ideas  to 
form   matter  of  redamadon  against  the  Government  of 
Washington,  for  it  well  knowe  that,  from  the  conduct  ob- 
eerved  by  the  cilixens  of  that  nation,  no  rosponoibility  4^an 
result   to  it,   both  because  it  caimot  control  the. same, 
and   becauso  it  has  in  no  manner  approved  such  con- 
duct.    These  sanm  ooosiderationfl  should,  operate  towatds 
that  of  the  Mexican  republic,  as  regards  the  misdemean- 
4>rs  which  have  been  committed  by  cttizana  of  that  coun- 
try ;  eifeumstanoas  which  ought  not  to  be  viewed  by  either 
the  one  or  the  other  Government  as  indicating  a  disia- 
dinatkm   to  edhivate  and  extend  their  relations,  nor  as 
a  neglect  or  an  omiaston  to  impart  to  them  that  protection 
winch  they  are  bound  t«>  afford  by  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  tiCBtiea  whioh  they  have  concluded.     In  proof  of  this 
dUiviction  of  the  Supreme  GK>vemment,  the  undersigned 
ivill  remark,  in  passing,  that  not  even  the  recent  event 
tnuehing  the  Mexican  schooner  Oorreo,  was  thought  to 
have  compromhteJ  that  of  the  United  States ;  its  reclama- 
tions were  dircMed  with  a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
acandftlons  proceedings^  uf  the  authorities  of  New  Orleans, 
towartbs  a  vbomI  ef  wir  belonging  to  a  fiiendly  nation,  and 
Mr.  £llis  well  knows  that,  on  the  other  hand,   his  Gov- 
ern meat  abalained  from  all  inUrvention  in  a  roost  direct, 
clear,  and  undeniable  insult,  inflicted  on  the  Mexican  flag, 
Ifecnnae  the  subject  was  pending  before  the  judicial  power 
of  thai  country.     The  undersigned  protests  that  these  ap- 
plications are  not  adduced  for  the  purpooe  of  warding  off 
MOisfeetion  for  the  juat  reclamations  which  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  may  have  against  this:  for  from  it; 
he  hae  said,  and  he  repeats,   that  the  latter  is  ready  to 
prove  ae  much,  and  he  has  sought  only  to  show  that  in 
these  it  has  had  no  part;  that  in  those  'which  have  occur- 
red it  hasfttUilledits  duties;  and  that,  if  it  has  not  been 
liior«  obaequiovs  to  the  complaining,  it  was  because  the 
ruD<ian>etttai  bws  of  the  country  have  too  well  deBncd  its 
porw^crs,  and  hence  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  unjust  to  blame 
liie  Oo vernment  because  these  powers  have  not  been  ex- 


tehded  so  for  aa  might  be  deMmd,  in  order  to  render  more 
effective  the  proteetiop  which  it  owes  to  the  citizens  of 
firiendly  nations ;  btit  if  these  citizens  do  eome  into  the  re-^ 
public,  knowing  its  laws,  and  knowing  also  that  they  are 
to  be  subject  to  them  during  their  residence  in  the  country, 
both  in  their  professions  and  speculations,  it  is  so  much  the 
more  unjust  that  the  Government  should  be  condemned  for 
not  being  at  liberty  to  proceed  in  any  othor  manner  thsn 
that  sped^d  in  these  same  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  now  replied  to  the  note  of  the  hon- 
orable F.  Ellis,  with  such  observations  as  he  believed  sp^ 
propriate,  and  to  all  the  points  embraoed  in  it,  although 
important  data  upon  some  of  them  sre  wanting,  yielding, 
as  has  been  before  'said,  to  the  urgency  of  his  excellency, 
that  he  might  receive  a  prompt  reply.  This  urgency  would 
have  had  nothing  strange  in  it,  if  it  had  not  been  accom- 
panied by  an  inHmation  that  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  would 
retire  from  his  public  functions  in  case  of  not  receiving  a 
reeponss  as  early  as  was  desired.  This  was  the  more  un* 
expected  to  his  exoelleney  the  President  ad  interim,  tnas^ 
much  as  he  dM  not  deem  a  delay  in  the  reply  depending 
aidely  upon  causes  which  the  -undersigned  had  already 
made  known,  a  aoificient  justification  for  such  a  step ;  and 
when  he  knew,  on  the  other  hand,  that  even  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  bnd  not  given  any  reply  to  the  Mexican  roin« 
iMer  in  those  St«ies  up  to  the  4th  of  October,  to  notes 
which  be  addressed  to  it  in  the  months  of  August  and 
Cteptcmber,  and  upon  subjects  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  intcreats  of  the  two  nations ;  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  the 
undersigned  haa  complied  with  bis  duty,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  possible.  He  again  oftm  to  transmit  to  the  honor- 
alile  Mr.  Ellis  the  resnk  of  the  information  and  documents 
which  be  haa  caHed  for,  as  mentioned  in  their  respective 
places;  and  heavailabmiself  with  pleasnre  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  renew  to  his  excellent^  the  asAurancesof  his  very  dis- 
tinguished consi<lerition  and  esteem. 

J08E  MARfA  ORTIZ  MONASTBRIO. 

Mr.  EWs  to  Mr.  Monaster  in.' 

LfcGATlO.N  or  TgX  UfliTKO  StITXS  Of  AnSBICA, 

Mexico,  December  7,  1836. 
To  his  EjDoeliency  Josk  Ma  hi  4  OmTin  MoxAaTanio, 
Acting  AUnisttr  of  Foreign  Affair*. 

The  nndersigned,  cliorg^  d'aliaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  tho  16th  o4timo,  in  answer  to  his 
of  the  96th  of  September  last  past,  in  which  your  excellen- 
cy states  that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a  preliminary  basis 
in  reference  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  ef  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  subsisting 
between  the  United  States  of  America  aad  the  Mexican  re- 
public, before  a  final  answer  can  be  given  to  the  various 
reclamations  praferred  sgainst  this  Government  l^hst 
tfrttete  proeides  thst  •<  both  the  contracting  parties  promise 
and  engage  to  give  their  special  protection  to  the  persons 
and  property  of  tho  citizena  ef  each  other,  of  all  occupa* 
tions,  who  may  be  in  their  territories,  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  one  or  the  other,  transient,  or  dwelling  therein, 
leaving  open  and  free  to  them  the  tribunals  of  justice,  for 
their. judicial  recourse,  on  tho  same  terms  which  are  usunl 
and  customary  with  tho  nstiona  or  citiaens  of  the  country  in 
which  they  may  be ;  for  which  they  may  employ,  in  defence 
of  their  rights,  such  advocates,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents, 
and  foct«>r8,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  in  all  their  trials  at 
Isw  ;  and  the  citizens  of  either  party,  or  tlieir  agents,  shall 
enjoy  In  every  respsct,  the  same  rights  and  privileges, 
eitlwr  in  prosecuting  or  defending  their  rights  of  person  or 
of  property,  as  the  citizens  of  the  country  where  the  cause 
may  be  tried." 

That  part  of  the  treaty  above  quoted,  it  is  alleged,  pro- 
vides for  the  redress  of  most  of  the  comptaints  of  titizens 
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of  the  Uoited  6talc8  agoiMt  tbw  Gk>v«rnment  in  the  judi- 
cial tribanals  of  the  eoontiy,  where  alone  they  are  propei- 
ly  cognisable,  and  which  cannot  now  be  made  the  subject 
of  diplomatic  discussion  and  arrangement  between  the  two 
Governments. 

It  would  seem,  from  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  compact 
itself,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  this  right  in  the  treaty, 
placing  cttisens  of  each  nation  on  the  same  fdoting  with 
natives  in  their  courts  of  justice,  was  with  a  view  to  pre^ 
vent  the  delays  incident  to  an  appeal  to  the  Government 
of  the  injured  party ;'  but  its  admission,  although  under 
ouch  high  authority,  cannot  be  considered  as  amounting  to 
the  extinction  of  all  other  modes  of  redress  before  existing 
in  relation  to  the  same  subject.  If  such  had  been  the  in* 
tention  of  the  contracting  parties,  they  would  have  so  ex- 
pressed themselves ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  limitation 
of  the  kind,  a  fair  and  just  construcUon  of  the  treaty  will 
leave  no  room  to  dtfubt  the  intention  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments at  the  time  of  its  execution.  The  first  clause  of  the 
conventional  law  in  question  expressly  guaranties  special 
protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of 
each  other ;  with  what  reason,  then,  can  it  be  said  that 
the  courts  of  the  party  from  whom  reparation  is  demanded, 
and  which  may  refuse  to  award  justice,  shall  bo  tlie  cxriu- 
sive  judges  of  the  iniury  sustained  by  the  citizens  of  the 
other  ?  It  is  the  peculiar  attribute  of  sovereign  power  to 
ask  for  redress  from  an  oliending  nation,  when  there  may 
be  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  to  pursue  such  measures 
as  the  law  of  nations  may  aUow  in  the  vindication  of  its 
rights.  If  the  language  of  that  article  confines  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  seek  protectioQ  in  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  in  certain  cases,  it  would  foUovr  as  a 
necessary  consequence  that  their  decisions  weuki  be  final ; 
the  complainant  could  not  look  for  redress  beyond  the  cr- 
mine  ot  the  bench.  He  would  have  to  submit  to  its  jugd- 
ments,  however  erroneous  and  unjust  they  miglu  be ;  and, 
in  that  event,  the  courts  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Govern- 
ment would  become  the  sole  arbiter  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments on  all  questions  arisiirg  out  of  the  infraction  of 
treaty  stipulations,  in  which  the  United  Staes  might  feel 
it  to  be  her  duty  to  protect  the  commercial  interests  of  her 
citizens.  Such  a  doctrine,  the  undersigned  is  well  per- 
8uade<l,  cannot  be  sustained  either  upon  principle  or  prece- 
dent. It  will  be  recollected  that  many  of  the  claims  now 
urged  fur  adjustment  arise  out  of  the  illegal  seizure  and 
condemnation  of  vessels  and  cargoes  by  the  same  tribunals 
to  which  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  say  we  can  alone 
resort  for  indemnification.  To  call  upon  the  judges  of 
these  courts,  under  such  circumstances,  to  reverse  their 
judgments,  and  to  declare  to  the  world  the  errors  in  the 
rendition  of  their  previous  decrees,  would  be  a  useless  waste 
of  time ;  and  if,  as  it  appears,  such  a  course  is  to  be  insist- 
ed on,  it  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  rejec- 
tion of  these  claims  by  the  Mexican  Government.  When 
a  vesad  is  illegally  seized  by  the  oflkers  of  a  Govecnmenl» 
the  injury  is  twofold :  first,  in  relation  to  the  individual 
injury  sustauied  by  all  interested  in  the  vessel  and  cargo ; 
and,  secondly,  in  relation  to  the  right  which  the  (h>y^ 
ernmeni  of  the  injured  party  has  to  make  such  seizure  the 
subject  of  diplomatic  inquiry  and  reclamation,  if  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  proceedings  had  in  the  case  are  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  well-established  principles  of  internation- 
al law.  If  this  be  true,  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  Mex- 
ico cannot  be  held  as  final,  inasmuch  as  the  United  States 
would  thereby  be  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  an  un- 
questioned right  of  sovereignty  to  make  investigation  into 
all  cases  where  complaints  are  made,  to  the  end  that  ahe 
nay  extend  her  protection  to  those  entitled  to  receive  it. 
It  is  not  contended  that  iho  Government  of  the  undersign- 
ed claims  the  right  to  reverse  the  judgments  of  the  courts 
of  the  Mexican  republic ;  but  if  the  property  of  her  citizens 
hax  been  seized  and  condemned  in  violation  of  the  law  and 


uaagea  ehserstod  anwnflr  all  nations  in  their  commeitttl  in- 
tereonrse  with  each  titker,  it  iM  her  province*,  as  it  ii  her 
duty,  to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  acknoirl- 
edged  rights.     What  has  bee-n  the  practkoe  of  other  na^ 
tions  binder  similar  ctreumstances  Y    Many  of  the  Goiero- 
ments  of  Europe  have  acknowledged  the  reeUmatiou  of 
the  United  Statea  against  theip,  without  urging  ^  yt%* 
tension  (now  advanced  by  Mexico,  under  the  Mth  urtifle 
of  the  treaty  before  cited)  to  avoid  a  just  responaibility  for 
spoliations  committed  by  them  on  Uie commerce  of  s  fnend- 
ly  and  neutral  Power.     It  is  believed,  in  all  the  iDBtcncH 
alluded  to,  citizens  of  the  United  Statas  enjoyed  the  wm 
privileges  that  those  now  resident  in  Mexico  do^  under 
treaty  stipulations.     Notwithstanding  which,  wben  they 
asked,   through    their  '  Government,   reparation  (or  the 
wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  those  Powers,  they  were  it 
no  time  referred  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  eoontiy,  ns 
the  only  means  of  obtasning  redress,  although  in  many  of 
the  seizures  then  made,  there  was  no  final  condemnatiin 
passed ;  yet  all  such  cases  formed  the  subject  of  reciaDa- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Unked  States,  and  were  uUimiltly 
acknowledged  as  just.     These  impressions,  wfakh  hare 
been  made  upon  the  mind  of  the  undersigned  hj  a  review 
of  the  question  under  consideration,  have  led  him  to  ih« 
conclusion  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  honoraHe 
Mr.  Monasteiio,  which  limits  citizens  of  the  United  Staiea, 
having  certain  claims  against  this  Government,  to  a  resort 
to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  Mexico  for  Indemity,  is  whoi); 
indefensible. 

In  the  case  of ^  John  Baldwin,  your  excellency  rrnurkf 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  f^rievanoes  bernebybim, 
and  howei'cr  arbitrary  the  tata  of  the  Mexiean  autboritics, 
the  party  interested  ought  to  have  sought  repanatioo  C»r 
them,  and  punishment  of  hia  aggreauons,^fore  the  proper 
tribunals ;  that  the  conduct  of  said  Baldwin  has  not  beco 
60  circumspect  and  regular  as  he  has  represented,  inas- 
much as  there  have  been  institated  against  him  six  crimi- 
naf  proseeutions  in  the  court  of  Aeayucan.     Aa  to  the 
prosecutions  alluded  to,  upon  an  examination  of  tbertf- 
ords  of  the  court  whore  they  were  hutitoted,  it  appean 
that,  inihe  year  1882,  a  criminal  prooeaswas  served  ou 
John  Baldwin,  as  a  smuggler  of  cochineal,  by  thecolleclor 
of  rents  at  Petapa.     The  j  udge  before  whom  the  action  vis 
brought,  ordered  his  personal  effects  to  be,  in  concsqoence, 
confiscated ;  but  that  functionary  beingdedafed  iocompetcflt 
to  decide  in  the  matter^  it  was  reraov^  to  a  legally  oomiitn- 
ted  tribunal,  where  it  was  proven   thai  fialdwin  bad  hiHy 
acquired  the  cochineal  in  qoeation,  and  travelled  with  it  in 
the  most  open  sud  publie  manner.     The  aocuav  hinedf 
testi6ed   that  be  had  seen  Baldwin  collecting  ooefaincili 
that  his  only  ground  of  suspicion  was  the  fact  of  hi^ 
been  informed  that  he  had  left  Petapa,  and  taken  the  di- 
rection to  Malpaso ;  and  that  he  himself  did  not  know  thit 
Baldwin  had  ever  conveyed  ooahineal  to  Malpaao,  wither 
without  custom-house  puses ;  nor  was  the  eircnuwUDce  of 
his  alleged  illegal  trade  eataMiehed  by  any  witness.    Tbf 
counsellor   to  whom  the  matter    was  referred,  absolved  the 
party  accused  from  the  chargea  preferred  against  him.  in^ 
ordered  a  restitution  of  the  embargoed  effects.     The  jodge 
of  Tehuantepec  -confirmed  this  opinion  of  the  counsrlU. 
and  ordered  the  junta-central  of  that  place  to  reimburse  tht 
sufferer.     A  small   portion  of  the  efieete  only  were  f^- 
turned.     Availing  hinnself  of  the  taw,  which  makes  (vo? 
individual  member  of  such  bodies  reaponmble  in  sucfacsse^, 
Baldwin  brought  a  demand  for  the  iialance  of  his  g*^ 
against  Juan  Jose  Salinas,  the  only  one  of  the  junta  vb* 
was  able  to  pay;  but  the  inflomace  auid  power  of  this  per- 
son were  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  judge  from  eiccnnaS 
hid  sentence,  and  even  to  jeopardise  the  ^  of  Baldwin, 
who,  from  considerations  of  peraonal  safety,  had  to  sbas- 
don  the  prosecution  of  his  claim,   and  leave  the  coontry. 
NotwithRtanding  the  result  of  the  prosecutions  at  Atsjo- 
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can,  and  the  eraei  tnd  <'  mmkloM  praccadingii^'  of  the 
authorities  at  OuaMeoaloo  exerciaed  towards  this  anfoito- 
nate  iodividaal  and  his  familj)  (for  the  life  of  hia  wifio  was 
fttteinpled  hy  one  of  the  soidiera  aoapping  a  pistol  at  her 
lireaft,  while  io  the  pumiit  of  Baldwin*  in  hia  own  house*) 
and  his  ocqaittal  ftrora  the  false  charges  preferred  against 
him,  ami  the  manifest  iniability  of  the  civil  aothorit/  to 
protect  htm,  he  is  now,  after  a  lapse  of  five  years,  to  be 
turned  over  to  tbeae  identical  aothoriiiea*  who  have  been 
the  oaose  of  all  his  auflerings,  to  redress  his  wn>nga--«l^ 
though  it  is  confessedly  true  that  this  Government  is  boond 
to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  all  American  citi- 
lena  in  the  United  Meiican  Sutes!  The  inability  or  fail- 
ure of  the  judiciary  to  protect  Baldwin,  he  hating,  in  the 
/irst  instaace,  sought  satisfaction  before  that  forum,  cannot 
absolve  this  Government  from  its  obligation  to  fulfil  iu 
dutiee  in  regard  to  a  citisen  of  the  United  Slates  resident 
in  the  country  $  and  whatever  may  have  been  his  indie- 
cretions,  be  is  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  law  for  his  im- 
proper acta;  but  they  will  noteiense,  mach  less  justify, 
his  persecutions  at  Minatitlan  and  elsewhere. 

In  the  case  of  the  schooner  Brasoria,  the  undersigned 
i«  happy  to  see  a  recognition  of  ita  jnstice.  He  would, 
however,  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  valuation  of  the  vessel, 
at  the  time  of  her  impressment  into  the  service  of  the 
colonists  of  Austin,  must  be  considered  the  standard  of  in- 
demnity, and  net  the  product  of  her  actual  ssle,  under  an 
order  of  the  Mexican  Government,  alUr  ahe  had  been  se- 
riously damaged,  during  twelve  months'  service,  in  time  of 
war. 

In  reference  to  the  claim  of  Aaron  Leggett,  your  excel- 
lency  etatea  that*  after  an  examination  of  the  case,  it  ap- 
peara  that,  according  to  contract,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
privilege  granted  to  the  steamboat  of  complainant,  it  was 
his  duty  to  transport,  gratis,  national  troops  whenever  re- 
quired by  the  public  service.  From  the  third  ftrtide  of 
the  decree  of  the  Congress  of  Tabasco^  bearing  date  the 
18th  of  November,  1831,  it  will  be  seen  that  WilUam  H. 
Brown,  <*or  thoee  who  exercise  hia  rights  and  interest^ 
(Ijeggett  claims  under  Brown,)  are  under  obligation  to 
take  on  board  such  boats,  troops,  and  correspondence,  of 
the  nation  to  any  navigable  point  of  the  State  whatever, 
without  any  compensation :  provided  such  troops  are  rea«ly 
to  march  from  the  places  whence  any  boat  of  those  men- 
tioned is  to  start,  and  it  be  on  the  same  day  of  ber  start- 
lug,"  So  soon  as  the  grantee  of  the  steamboat  privilege 
in  question  fulfilled  the  precedent  conditions  required  by 
the  decree  of  Congress,  his  righu  to  the  benefit  of  the  law 
became  veeted,  and  no  subsequent  act  of  the  State  of  Ta- 
basco, or  of  the  Federal  Government,  could  deprive  him 
of  them  without  incurring  the  just  responsibility  of  re- 
muneration. The  forcible  seiaure  and  detention  of  tlie 
Hidalgo,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1833,  by  order  of  the  com- 
mandant general  of  Tabasco,  and  her  employment  in  the 
public  service  untU  sometime  in  August  thereafter,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  her  owner,  were  not  warranted  either 
by  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  law  conceding  to  Mr. 
leggett  the  exclusive  privilege  to  introduce  and  navigate 
ail  kinds  of  steamboats  in  all  the  rivers,  creeks,  and  lakes^ 
belonging  to  the  territory  of  the  State,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years. 

He  was  only  bound,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  to  con- 
vey boats,  troops,  and  correspondence  to  any  navigable 
point  within  the  State ;  praoidedt  however^  that  the  troops 
were  ready  to  march,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  sailing 
of  the  boat.  Tbia  agreement  to  perform  a  particular  ser- 
vice under  limited  restrictions,  certainly  gave  no  aothority 
to  take  poasoesion  of  the  Hidalgo,  and  appropriate  her  ex- 
clusively to  the  use-of  the  Sute.  'J'hese  proceedings  have 
been  injurioua  to  Mr.  LeggeU;  be  had,  umler  chatter 
pwrtiee,  contracted  to  load  six  or  eight  vessels  with  log- 
wood at  San  Joan  Bautista,  in  the  months  of  June  and 


July,  in  the  year  1889 ;  but  was  wholly  unable  to  do  so^ 
in  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the  steamboat  Hidalgo^ 
the  achooner  Consolation,  and  the  brig  John,  then  en- 
gaged in  (Velgbting  dye-woods  from  the  interior  to  load 
said  vessels.  The  eoppoeed  limited  means  of  Leggett  to 
aecomplisb  this  object,  and  to  fulfil  his  contracts  with 
others,  though  in  the  poesession  of  his  veseels,  can  in  no- 
wise justify  the  illegal  acta  of  their  seizure^  whereby  he 
was  prevented  from  meeting  all  his  engagements.  The 
facililiee  afforded  by  the  power  of  steam  navigation,  it  can- 
not be  doubled,  would  have  enabled  him  to  load  and  de- 
spatch all  the  veseels  referred  to  in  his  memorial,  h%d  not 
the  intervention  of  the  superior  power  of  the  Government 
prevented  it.  This  &ct,  it  is  lielievod,  is  dearly  establish- 
ed by  the  statemenU  of  WiUiam  A.  Brown,  Joe^  Leon- 
ardo and  Francisco  Abieu,  and  Cesario  and  Francisco 
Dominguez,  all  of  whom  state  that  the  contracta  for  log- 
wood entered  into  by  Brown  and  Cohagan,  on  account  of 
Leggett,  called  for  the  cuttings  of  1631 ;  and  that  there 
was  a  large  quantity,  some  say  fifty  thousand  quintals,  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  Usumacinta  and  St.  Peter's,  ready 
for  delivery  in  June  and  July,  1832.  Hence,  it  is  evident 
he  could  have  complied  with  his  contracU  to  Che  woodcut- 
ters, and  the  injury  arising  from  the  failure  to  do  bo  prop- 
erly attached  to  those  who  prevented  it,  and  they  are,  up« 
on  every  principle  of  jnstice  and  equity,  responsible  for 
the  same.  From  these  statements,  teeulting  from  docu- 
mentary evidence  in  the  poesession  of  this  legation,  it  ap- 
pears your  escellency  has  misapprehended  the  tiue  state 
of  this  claim,  and  the  ground  upon  which  reclamation  is 
asked  in  favor  of  the  memorialist  The  justice  of  it  is 
manifest,  and  the  corresponding  obligation  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government  to  liquidate  the  same  arises  out  of  treaty 
atipttlations,  which  never  will  be  disregarded  by  a  wise 
and  jast  nation.  ^  It  was  so  admitted  by  his  excellency 
General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  soon  after  hia 
elevation  to  the  executive  chair  of  the  republic,  who  con- 
vened to  the  predecessor  of  the  undersigned  the  expres- 
sion of  his  regret  that  the  condition  of  the  public  treasury 
was  such  as  not  to  enable  him  to  order  the  immediate  re- 
imburMment  of  the  loeses  sustained  by  Mr*  Leggett,  as 
set  forth  in  his  memorial. 

In  the  case  of  the  brig  Opbir,  doeumento  in  this  office 
satisfactorily  prove  that  Captain  Brittingham  was  provided 
with  his  generel  rotnifestoes ;  that  it  was  the  laolt  of  the  of- 
ficer who  boarded  the  veesel  on  ber  arrival  they  were  not 
exhibited  at  the  custom-house;  and  that  they  were  produced 
as  soon  aa  practicable  after  the  captain  was  made  acquainted 
with  their  importance,  and  the  necessity  of  their  prod  ac- 
tion, in  order  to  save  his  vessel  from  condemnation.  The 
very  fact  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  (before  which 
the  cause  was  first  brought)  having  been  reversed,  is  suf- 
6cient  proof  of  iU  injustice,  and  leaves  clear  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  Government  to  indemnify  the  owners  for  the 
loss  of  time  and  property  occasioned  by  iU  agents,  who  ar- 
raigned an  innocent  person  upon  charges  which  they  were 
unable  Io  establiah. 

As  regards  the  <*  injurious  and  highly  ofiensive  proteat*' 
of  Captain  Britingham  against  the  ofiicers  and  employees 
of  this  Government,  your  excellency  having  been  pleaaed 
to  bring  the  subject  directly  to  the  notice  of  the  cabinet  at 
Washington,  the  undersigned  will  leave  iU  arrangement  to 
that  aothority. 

The  detention  of  certain  American  vessels  at  Matamoraa 
in  the  month  of  April  last,  was  in  violation  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  nations. 
But  evpn  in  the  absence  of  such  a  guaranty,  the  admission 
of  your  excellency  that  the  port  wee  cloeed  by  incompetent 
authority,  is  a  satisfactory  ground,  upon  general  principlea 
of  maritime  law,  on  which  the  reclamation  for  losses  sua- 
tained  by  the  ownere  can  be  maintained ;  and  that  they  ex- 
pect damages  in  the  several  rasea  of  the  briga  Jane  and 
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Henry,  the  Mhoonart  Compeer  find  If  ile,  and  (be  tloop 
Supply.  The  andersigned  will  miggeet  that  he  cannot  ad- 
mit the  impressions  of  thie  Government  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  detention  of  eaid  veseele  was  productive  of  injury, 
at  the  rule  hy  which  the  question  w  to  lie  deciiled ;  and  that 
the  fact  of  the  embargo  in  question  having  extended  to 
other  ve«eU  than  those  of  the  United  Statca,  does  not  le- 
galiae  the  act  without  admitting  the  corresponding  indem- 
nification due  under  such  cireumstancoe. 

A  condenaed  summary  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  tipon  citi* 
zens  0$  the  United  States,  in  the  note  of  the  underalgned 
of  thi  %6th  of  September  last,  to  which  your  excellency 
aQoms  to  think  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  answer,  with- 
out farther  specificaiion,  is  nothing  more  than  the  imbodied 
substance  of  the  cases  previouHly  referred  to  in  that  note— 
scarcety  one  of  which  has  been  satisfiacturtly  answered  by 
the  Supreme  Mexican  Government. 

Tour  excellency  has  taken  occa&ion  to  state  that  the 
Mexican  Government  <<  cannot  be  indiflTcrent  to  the  cfimi^ 
nation  which  is  made  in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Eilis/' 
wherein  it  is  const ttuted  **tho  author  of  illegal,  arbitrary, 
and  violent  acts."  The  undersigned  cannot  r^rain  from 
expressing  his  regret  that  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
AflTatrs  should  have  permitted  himself  to  fall  into  this  (no 
doabl  unintentional)  error.  By  a  reference  to  that  note, 
it  will  l»e  seen  that  there  is  no  such  charge  advanced  against 
the  Mexican  Government ;  but  it  has  been  most  unequivo- 
cally made  against  its  officers ;  and  the  indisposition  or 
omission  of  the  constituted  authorities  here  to  check  their 
aggrassions  on  the  rights  of  a  neutral  nation,  have  led  to  re- 
clamation on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  eharacterl^ikig 
the  acta  of  the  offenders  in  terms  suited  to  the  nature  of 
their  delinquency.  This  is  all  that  has  been  said;  nor  is  he 
aware  of  its  injustice,  since  it  hts  not  been  shown  that  the 
alleged  cherge  of  the  firing  into  the  Parajgon  and  Hannah 
Etizalteth,  by  olfioera  hearing  tbo  commisoion  of  this  Govern^ 
ment,  were  not  acts  of  violence  inconsistent  with  the 
friendly  relations  existing  between  (he  two  countries.  These 
have  been  represented  as  such  long  since — the  first  on  the 
lOih  of  August,  1 884,  and  the  other  on  the  SOth  of  May  last ; 
and  theteason  assigned  for  the  protracted  dehy  in  rendering 
a  just  response  to  the  statements  made  touching  the^e  out- 
rages is,  that  the  appropriate  department  has  not  furnished 
the  necessary  documents  for  that  purpose.  Other  casesj 
equally  aggravated  and  injurloualo  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  have  not  been  noticed.  Still  it 
is  urged,  *<not  one  single  aot  can  be  adduced  in  which  the 
Supreme  Mexican  Government  has  maniteeted,  even  re- 
motely, a  disposition  in  the  least  unfavorable  to  the  preser- 
vation and  extension  of  friendly  political  relations  with  for- 
eign Powers  V*  It  is  not  the  wish  or  design  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stat«s  to  cost  reproaches  upon  that 
of  Mexico;  nor  can  it,  consistently  with  the  uniform  policy 
beret<ifore  observed  towards  this  country,  admit  the  correct^ 
ness  of  those  imputed  to  it  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
asauranee  given  that  Mexico  is  disposed,  as  she  ever  has 
been,  to  foini  her  obligations,  as  prescribed  by  the  law  of 
nations  and  special  treaties,  is  received  with  that  respect 
due  to  the  high  source  from  whence  it  emanates.  But  it 
may  be  with  defarenoe  asked,  il'ali  the  duties  enjoined  by 
each  high  sanctitms  Jiave  been  fulfilleii,  why  have  not  the 
numeroua  rectamationo  presented  by  the  honorable  Mr. 
Poinsett  and  Mr.  Butler,  for  the  lost  ten  yearv,  been  fa- 
vorably received,  and  acknowledged  to  l>e  just,  or  rejected 
without  delay  1  Surely  all  of  them  are  not  founded  in  the 
fraoduleni  praeticea  of  contrabrandista,  who  seek  to  ad- 
vance their  fortnnea  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  at  the  hasard  of  jeopardixing  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  two -friendly  nations !  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  un- 
devsifned  to  protect  or  justify  any  of  his  countrymen  who 
have  so  far  Iranagresaed  as  to  render  themaeives  obnoxious 
lo  the  laws  of  the  country  aibMmg  them  protection  during 


their  ietovporary  Taaidenea  in  it ;  biit  he  cannot  lemiiiiiB- 
sensible  to  (be  charge  made  against  them  of  being  aoiori- 
ovs  soingglerB :  such  is  not  the  character  of  the  Americin 
merchants  m  ibe  United  States;  and  it  tswkoUy  iDoonoeiv. 
able  bow  they  should  have  Atllen  into  such  disgracsfol  pne« 
tices  at  so  early  a  period  after  their  arrtvsl  within  the  limiti 
of  the  Mexican  territory.  Charges  of  this  kind  hue  been 
Mpeatedly  made  in  the  public  prints  of  this  countiy:  ihui  pre- 
sented, they  have  been,  considered  unworthy  of  notice;  but 
Wlien  they  are  countenanced  and  indifectty  sanctioned  bj  the 
authority  of  the  Supreme  Government,  convejing  u  they 
do  the  injurious  imputatioD  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these  facts^  is  urging  claum 
founded  in  fraud  and  corruption,  it  becomes  neesmTjrJfom  a 
high  sense  of  duty,  to  repel  them  as  utterly  unfottodtd.  The 
remarks  Peferreil  to  were  the  more  surpif«ing,  ^nce  the  un- 
dersigned distinctly  informed  his  excellency,  the  letiog 
Minister  of  Ft>reign  Affairs,  m  his  note  of  September  last 
on  this  Subject,  that  he  vras  instructed  bj  the  PrendcBtef 
the  United  States  to  press  these  claims  on  the  Meiican 
Government  for  final  adjustment. 

In  speaking  of  the  causes  of  complaint  on  th«  part  of 
this  Government  against  that  of  the  United  States^  Mr. 
Monastario  has  referred  to  the  arrest  and  trial  of  Thomp- 
son and  O^Campo,  of  the  achooner  Correo,  as  an  "imde> 
niable  insult  inflicted  on  the  Mexican  flag."  In  that  cttf, 
it  is  well  known  the  Government  of  the  United  Statn  U 
not  order  the  prosecution  of  l^homption  and  O'Campo.  It 
is  equally  well  known  said  Thompson  was  discharged  by 
order  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  when  the  person  who  bd 
him  arrested  for  supposed  piracies  committed  on  Amencan 
vessels,  failed  to  prove  the  allegafiena  brought  againet  biiP. 
The  schooner  was  at  the  same  time  restored  to  th«  Mexi- 
can consul'  in  New  Orleans. 

TheX^orreo  was  captured  by  a  merchant  vesBel,  the  Sib 
Philipe,  and  taken  to  New  f^rleans,  where  Captain  Hnrf 
and  others  made  oath  that  Thompaon  had  attacked  the  Sin 
Philipe,  with  a -felonious  intent  to  rob  said  vessel,  cMin? 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  ttie  9d  of  Math, 
18S6,  and  it  therefore  became  the  imperative  dot;  ^  tbi 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  the  per^ 
son  thus  charged.  If  the  court  had  proceeded  to  the  ton- 
damnation  and  punishment  of  the  accuaed,  and  the  coDfis* 
cation  of  his  vessel,  contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  («be 
being  regularly  commissioned  in  the  service  of  ihisGowm- 
ment,)  there  might  be  some  pretext  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
case,  with  a  view  to  ask  ex  plana  tione  of  the  United  iJtiU* 
But  this  will  not  be  said,  as  Thompaon  failed  to  pntJott 
such  commissidn  on  his  trial  to  give  color  of  authoriljr  to 
his  acts.  Hence  it  is,  as  the  national  character  of  the  to- 
set  was  not  estaUiahed  by  adequate  proof,  there  eoaM  l« 
no  ground  for  interference  on  the  part  of  your  eiceOeDey 
in  favor  of  one  who  had  thrown  him$«lf  beyond  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  law  of  nationj^,  in  hia.  attack  on  the  to 
Philipe,  and-  much  less  could  the  President  of  the  I'nitM 
States  be  called  on  to  interpose  and  screen  him  from  tbi 
penalties  of  the  law.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  call  on  an- 
other to  reapect  bet  flag  in  the  person  ot  an  indiridtfal 
sailing  on  the  high  seas  without  aaitable  papers  to  dies 
his  true  character,  after  be  baa  l>«en  captured  fortrtoh- 
tion  of  the  neutral  rights  of  others.  But,  admit  for  i 
moment  that  the  commander  of  the  Correo  bore  a  comnia- 
sion  from  the  Mexican  Government ;  yet  the  flag  rtiie^  l^ 
virtue  of  such  authority  givea  no  protection  to  hlin,  if  w 
acta  are  piratioal.  It  is  true  be  waa  discharged— not  ac- 
quitted ;  and  it  appeared  on  the  triail  that  his  condoi*  W 
not  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  entitle  bim  to  Uie  m*- 
aide  consideration  of  the  jury,  acme  of  whom  entertuBM 
the  opinion  that  ho  had  been'  guilty  of  piraticai  V^^f^ 
and  ought  to  be  punished ;  but  the  interposition  o>  vt 
anthorily  of  the  jndge  aet  the  offender  at  liberty.    It  ^^ 
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not,  th^n,  be  well  conceived  upon  what  principle  hi«  trial, 
dischargie,  and  restoration  of  his  vessel,  can  be  urged  as  an 
insult  to  the  Mezioan  flag. 

Your  excellency  requests  that  a  full  statement  of  all 
claims  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  be 
presented  for  consideration ;  but  from  the  manner  in  which 
those  already  in  the  possession  of  this  Government  have 
been  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  can  see  no  good  likely 
to  result  from  such  a  course.  If  those  that  might  be  pre- 
eented  should  be  all  acknowledged  as  just,  yet,  so  long  as 
the  severBl  cases  of  unprovoked  and  inexcusable  outrage 
inflicted  on  the  oflficers  and  flag  of  his  country,  which  have 
been  heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re- 
main unsatisfactorily  answered,  he  would  have  but  one 
course  to  pursue;  nor  could  be  And  himself  justified  in 
departing  from  it,  when  he  remembers,  in  connexion  with 
the  past,  the  recent  occurrences  at  Vera  Cruz  in  the  seizure 
of  the  Americau  brig  Fourth-of-July,  and  the  re -appoint- 
ment of  the  former  commandant  general  of  Santa  Anna  de 
Tamaulipas  io  an  important  military  post.  The  first  was 
in  disregard  of  every  principle  of  public  law ;  and,  in  the 
second,  it  cannot  have  been  forgotten  that  that  functionary 
was  but  lately  removed  from  office  for  his  arbitrary  impris- 
onment of  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
cutter  Jefierson,  witji  a  promise  (as  one  of  the  express 
conditions  had  in  the  arrangement  of  the  affair^  that  fur- 
ther and  exemplary  punishment  should  be  visitea  upon  the 
offender.  Instead  of  punishment,  he  has  received  reward. 
With  all  these  facts  before  him,  tbe  undersigned  entertains 
no  hope  of  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  questions  in 
controveray  between  the  United  Slates  of  America  and 
Mexico.  He  has  patiently  waited  three  weeks  for  some 
evidence  of  a  more  favoraUe  disposition  to  render  justice 
to  bis  injured  country,  but  he  has  waited  in  vain ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  consequences,  he  now  feels  it  to  be 
his  dutj,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  to  request  that 
his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim  will  be  pleased  to 
furnish  him  with  the  necessary  passports  to  leave  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  and  that  suitable  orders  may  be  given  for  a 
guard  to  protect  him  on  the  road  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  tender  to  his 
excellency,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreigni  Affairs,   the 
assurance  of  his  high  and  distinguished  consideration. 
POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

JIfr.  EUi9  to  Mr.  Moruuterio. 

LcGATioiT  or  THE  U.  Statkb  ov  Amkbica, 

Mexico,  December  32,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'afiaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that 
he  will  take  bis  departure  from  this  capital  on  Monday 
morning  next,  at  four  o^clock  A.  M.,  for  Vera  Cruz;  and 
requests  that  his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim  of 
the  Mexican  republic  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  him  with 
bts  passports  on  the  24th  instant,  and  that  orders  may  be 
^ven  for  a  suitable  guard  to  escort  him  on  the  road  to  his 
destination. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
J«>«e  Maria  Ortiz  Monasterio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
A  flairs,  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion and  high  personal  esteem. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency  Joss  Marta  Ortiz  Mokahtsrio, 

Acting  Miniaier  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr,  Forsyth.— Extract. 

LxoATioir  of  TBI  U.  S.  or  America, 

Mexico,  December  23,  1836. 
SiB  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy 
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of  the  correspondence  between  his  excellency,  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  myself,  in  the  case  of  the 
American  schooner  Bethlehem,  seized  at  Campeche ;  also, 
Mr.  Mona8lerio*s  reply  to  my  note  of  the  I  hi\i  of  Septem« 
her  last,  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom ;  also, 
that  to  my  note  of  the  20th  of  September,  in  -the  case  of 
the  brig  Aurora ;  and,  also,  a  reply  from  the  same  to  my 
note  of  the  9th  of  September,  in  the  case  of  William  Hal- 
let  and  Zaimon  Hull. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  John  Forstth,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 
Lbgatiov  or  tbi  U.  S.  of  America, 

Mexico,  November  14,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affiures  of  the  United  8|ate« 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  exeellency 
that  it  again  becomes  his  duty  to  notice  an  aggression  on 
the  flag  of  his  country  by  the  authorities  of  the  Supreme 
Mexican  Government. 

The  American  schooner  Bethlehem,  8.  H.  Moore,  mas- 
ter, with  a  cargo  regularly  despatched  ^from  the  Balise^ 
Honduras,  for  Tampico,  was  forced  by  want  of  water  and 
provisions,  towards  tbe  cloee  of  August  last,  to  put  into 
the  port  of  Campeche.  Whilst  proceeding  thither,  she 
was,  on  tbe  2d  of  September,  boarded  by  Captain  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Mexican  navy,  who  took  poaaesaion  of  the 
schooner,  and  sent  her  mister,  crew,  and  papers  on  board 
the  flag-ship  of  the  Mexican  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. They  were  there  detained  (some  of  the  sailors  in 
irons)  until  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  when  the  master 
and  crew  were  released  from  their  imprisonment;  but  the 
papers  were  retained  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron. 
On  the  landing  of  Captain  Moore,  he  was  notifled  by  an 
escribano  that  his  vessel  had  been  condemned  by  the  dis- 
trict court  to  be  confiscated,  and  he  to  be  banished  five 
years  from  the  trade.  The  schooner  is  now  in  the  use  of 
the  Mexican  squadron  as  a  store-ship.  These  proceedings 
were  had  without  the  party  accused  (the  master)  being 
present  at  his  trial,  or  informed  of  the  charges  alleged 
against  him,  or  heard  in  his  defence  either  personally  or  by 
counsel;  and  he  waa,  bo^  before  and  afler  hia  trial,  re- 
fued  a  copy  of  the  eipedienie  which  had  been  drawn  up 
against  him,  and  which  purported  to  contain  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  own  and  his  vessel's  condemation  were 
based. 

The  under^gned  requests  that  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  order  a  copy  of  all  the  judicial  proceedings  had 
in  this  case  to  be  furnished  to  the  parties  interested ;  that 
you  will  further  institute  an  investigation  as  to  the  legality 
of  these  proceedings;  and  that,  if  they  be  found  erroneoue* 
you  will  cause  the  vessel,  her  cargo,  and  papers,  to  be 
forthwith  delivered  over  to  the  master,  with  equiuble  dam- 
ages for  their  detention. 

The  undersigned  again  presents  to  your  excellency  the 
assurance  of  his  personal  esteem  and  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
His  Ex.  Josx  Maria  Ortir  Mohahtrbio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 
Palace  of  thi  National  Government, 

Mexico,  November  17,  1836. 
Tbe  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  Rela- 
tions, has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan 
Ellis  that,  with  a  view  to  a  conwnient  decision  upon  the 
matter,  he  has  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  hia  nola 
of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to  the  transaction  at  Campeche^ 
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in  which  the  North  American  schooner  Bethlehem  was 
concerned.  The  undersigned  will  communicate  the  result 
to  your  excellency,  and  meanwhile  offers  assurances  of  his 
vrry  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatait  Ellis, 

Chargi  d^ Affaire*  of  U.  S,  of  America, 

Mr,  Mbnasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis, 

[Translation.] 

Palacs  of  the  Natiowal  Gotsbnmekt, 

Mexico,  November  21,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
has  the  honor  to  announce  to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 
that  be  has  received  through  the  Department  of  Justice  the 
corresponding  information  in  the  case  of  the  American 
schooner  Peter  D,  Vroom^  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
note  addressed  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  to  the  under- 
signed, under  date  of  the  19th  September  last.  The  re- 
lation therein  made,  so  far  as  regards  the  incidents  touch- 
ing this  vessel,  corresponds  to  that  which  appears  from  the 
information  aforesaid,  but  diflfors  in  the  aspect  under  which 
the  conduct  observed  by  the  mercantile  tribunal  at  Vera 
Cruz  is  represented,  as  well  as  that  observed  by  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  that  port.  A  formal  abandonment 
of  the  cargo  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Creoencio  Boves, 
to  whom  it  came  consigned,  the  tribunal,  in  the  fulfilment 
of  it«  duties,  ought  to  have  proceeded,  and  in  fact  did  pro- 
ceed, to  name  a  person  to  Uke  charge  of  the  same,  with 
power  to  effect  a  sale,  and  deposite  its  product  in  favor  of 
the  owners  or  insurers  of  the  vessel ;  and  the  consul  afore- 
said ought  to  have  go  operated  in  such  measures,  since  it 
is  to  this  that  his  functions  are  limited,  in  cases  of  this  na- 
ture. The  nomination  of  this  person  as  depositary,  would 
not  have  been  made  if  there  had  been  any  other  possessed 
of  powers  of  agency  from  said  owners  or  insurers :  the  con- 
sul had  none  such ;  consequently  this  charge  could  not 
fall  upon  him  ;  and  this  it  is  that  has  given  rise  to  the  com- 
plaint advanced  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis ;  but  he  will 
now  see  that  the  tribunal,  •  without  this  requisite,  could 
not  grant  to  the  consul  the  deposite  of  the  cargo,  as  he  de- 
manded ;  since,  from  his  consular  character  alone,  it  was 
not  competent  to  him ;  and  that  he  was  not  provided  with 
the  necessary  powers,  is  very  clear,  since  he  confessed 
from  the  beginning  that  he  neither  knew  nor  could  he  con- 
jecture who  were  the  inaurers  of  said  vessel,  nor  were  they 
afterwards  presented,  because,  although  he  had  a  private 
letter  from  the  capuin  of  the  same,  Mr.  E.  F.  Kelly,  it 
was  for  another  object,  and  to  be  used  after  the  sale  of  the 
effects  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Peter  D,  Vroom,  It 
results  from  this  eiposition,  that  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  bad  no  right  to  ask  tbai  he  should  be  intrusted  with 
the  -depoaito  and  management  of  the  cargo  in  question ; 
that  the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz  denied  his  re- 
quest, founded  precisely  upon  the  orders  of  the  Supreme 
Government  of  the  S6tb  of  August  and  4th  of  October, 
1831,  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  quotes,  inasmuch  as 
these  grant  to  foreign  consuls  an  intervention  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, but  not  the  management  of  the  interests  and 
commission  in  cases  like  that  referred  to;  and  that,  not  be- 
ing the  legal  attorney  of  the  parties  interested,  he  pretend- 
ed to  a  Uiing  which  he  might  have  well  supposed  would 
not  be  grant^,  becauae  of  its  being  contrary  to  the  legal 
provisions  in  the  case. 

The  consul  in  question  ought  therefore  to  b»ve  confined 
himself  to  the  exercise  of  bis  functions,  without  seeking  to 
represent  another  cb«ractar  which  does  not  bslong  to  him ; 
but  very  far  from  this,  seeing  that  the  tribunal  would  not 
grant  it  to  him,  he  positively  refused  to  comply  with  them, 
for  all  the  ezertioDs  which  were  made  to  obtain  his  consent 
and  co-operation  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  court-re- 


cord of  the  sale,  dec,  proved  inefTectoal.  In  this  be  hM 
committed  a  fault,  which,  without  doubt,  will  be  rejni- 
nianded  by  tlie  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  taking  proper  precto- 
tions  that  ho  shall  not  repeat  the  ssme,  aod  ibaiheihan 
conform  to  the  duties  which  are  prescribed  for  him,  with- 
out abandoning  them  for  inappropriate  and  unfounded  pre- 
tensions. 

That  now  referred  to  waa  unquestionably  such,  a«  liai 
been  already  shown,  and  as  the  honorable  chaig^  d'tfiuni 
of  the  United  States  will  be  convinced,  by  the  nmple  bci 
that  the  consul  at  Vera  Ciuz  was  not  the  lawful  repreem- 
tative  of  the  owners  or  insurers  of  the  schooner  Ptitr  D. 
Vroom^  inasmuch  as  he  could  not  exhibit  the  power  wbtch 
accredited  him  as  such,  or  if  he  should  now  do  iO|  U  coald 
not  justify  his  course  at  the  proper  time  before  the  Iribonil 
who  had  cognizance  of  ihe  affair — in  which  oaW  caie,  ex- 
cept he  had  been  admitted  as  the  represeulativf,  could  he 
have  reason  to  complain  of  their  proceedings. 

The  undersigned,  before  concluding  this  note,  ought  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis  to  a  represeota- 
tion  which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, with  the  resiiective  justification,  by  Mr.  Crecencio 
Boves,  the  consignee  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroon, 
complaining  that  the  consul  ol  the  United  States  iu  Veit 
Cruz  had  refused  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  of  the  protest  made  in  his  office  upon  the 
wreck  of  the  same,  by  her  captain,  Mr.  E.  F.  Kelly ;  nd 
as  this  negative  cannot  be  founded  in  any  reason  of  jutiea 
because  of  its  being  a  documerit  which  it  was  not  it  hit 
option  to  withhold  from  the  legitimate  party,  ssiiMr. 
Boves,  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  differences  be- 
tween the  said  consul  and  the  mercantile  tribunel  at  Vm 
Cruz,  with  respect  to  the  cargo  of  said  veasel,  bis  eietl- 
lency  the  President  has  seen  with  much  regret  this  rent- 
ance,  which  so  seriously  affects  the  interests  of  a  Mexican, 
and  he  therefore  promises  himself^  from  the  justice  of  the 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  that  he  will  be  {Aeaaed  to  instruct tbit 
functionary  to  proceed  without  delay  to  make  out  the  cci- 
tificate  in  question. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  lo  the 
charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Sutesof  America  the  as- 
surances of  his  very  distinguished  consideration  and  es- 
teem. JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatiit  Ellis, 
Chargi  d*Affairei  of  the  United  States  of  America. . 

Mr,  Monasterio  to  Mr,  El/ta, 
[Tranalation.] 
Palace  of  the  Natiohal  GorxBirifKKT, 

Mexico,  November  30,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  Rela- 
tions, has  received  a  communication  from  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  relative  to  the  occurrence  at  Campeadiy,  with  n- 
spect  to  the  American  brig  Aurora:  whence  it  appears  that 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  port  caluminated  the 
district  judge  of  Yucatan,  by  assuring  the  honorable  Pow- 
hatan Ellis  that  the  judge,  upon  his  demand  thereof,  bsd 
refused  him  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  said  vessel ;  for  they  were  delivered  at  his  request  «hn 
the  suit  was  scarcely  commenced,  although  there  is  a  law 
which  provides  that  the  partiea  concerned  ahall  not  recei^a 
such  pspers  which  they  may  ask  for  until  ibe  cause  sbaU 
be  concluded.  The  papers  referred  to  were  given  to  the 
consul  too,  notwithstanding  his  petition  for  them  wu  not 
couched  in  the  language  of  the  coantry  or  written  npon  the 
proper  stamped  paper,  which  formalities  are  indispensable  ia 
the  courts  of  the  country,  and  are  binding  aa  well  upon  for- 
eigners as  Mexicans :  but  the  judge  of  the  district  dispensed 
with  them  on  this  occaaion  in  faror  of  the  American  coosal, 
through  abhorrence  of  disagreeable  disputes,  although  iwait 
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Uuit  the  ftdnisaion  of  such  informal  petitions  was  without  a 
precedoDt,  and  unknown  in  practice. 

The  eopy  in  qaestion  having  been,    therefore,  ready 
since  the  4th  of  May,  of  the  present  year,  and  the  consul 
iibresaid  having  been  advised  that  it  was  at  his  disposition, 
the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  will  now  see  the  want  of  truth 
with  which  that  functionary  has  complained  to  his  excel- 
leucy  against  the  judge  of  the  district  for  having  denied  the 
same,  thereby  inducing  the  belief  that  an  infraction  of  the 
treaty  existing  between  this  republic  and  the  United  States 
of  America  bad  been  committed.     What  is  certain  is,  that 
the  consul  refuied  to  receive  the  copy  alluded  to,  leaving  it 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  refused  to  pay 
the  respective  charges,  saying  that  it  could  avail  him 
nothing,  because  the  trial  w  is  not  concluded,  and  that  as 
soon  as  it  was,  he  would  ask  for  a  complete  copy  of  all  the 
proceedings.     These  double  dealings  on  the  part  of  that 
functionary,  the  insulting  protest  which  he  addressed  to 
the  judge  of  the  district,  as  the  latter  bas  informed  the  Su- 
preme Government,  and  the  wantonneas  with  which  he 
blames  and  criminates  the  authorities,  without  the  least 
foundation,  as  is  seen  in  the  present  case,  oblige  his  excel- 
lency the  President  ad  interim  to  request  that  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Ellis  will  convey  to  him  the  expression  of  that 
just  disapprobation  which  his  conduct  merits,  and  take  such 
measoree  as  will  prevent  a  repetition  of  it,  and  cause  him 
to  conduct  himself  in  all  future  transactions  with  that  har- 
mony and  co-operation  which  are  so  necessary,  and  from 
which  he  has  so  unfortunately  deviated,  as  appears  from 
this  exposition,  and  as  the  undersigned  informed  the  hon- 
orable charg6  d'aibiree  in  his  note  of  the  30th  of  May  last, 
referring  to  this  same  subject  of  the  brig  Aurora. 

The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communication  to  the 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  as  resulting  from  that  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  undersigned  on  the  20th  of  September  last 
past,  bas  the  honor  of  renewing  to  him  the  assurance  of  his 
very  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powbatait  Ellis, 

Chargi  d^ Affaires  of  Hit  U.  S.  of  America, 

Mr,  Moncuterio  to  Mr,  EUis, 

[Translation.] 

Palagx  of  TBS  National  GoTxaxxsirT, 

Mexico,  Decemiber  IS,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  Rela- 
tionsi*  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan 
EUis  Uiat  General  JoU  Urrea,  of  whom  information  was 
requested  relative  to  the  arrest  at  Matamoras,  in  Febru- 
ary last,  of  William  Hallett  and   Zaimon    Hull,  eitisens 
of   the    United  Stales,   has  made  the  communication,  a 
copy  o€  which  is  annexed  for  Mr.  Ellis*s  information  by 
the  andersigned,  who  adds,  that^  as  this  intelligence  does 
not    fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Supreme  Government,  with 
regard  to  an  explanation  of  the  acts  in  question,  a  more 
circumsilantbl  aooiiunt  has  been  required  of  the  command- 
ant general  of  that  department ;  the  result  of  which  rfqui- 
aition  the  undersigned  will  trsnsmit  to  the  honorable  charg6 
d^aOairee  of  the  United  Stales  of  the  North,  to  whom  he  re- 
news the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  considera- 
tion and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
Xo  the  Hon.  Powhataw  Ellis', 

Charge  ^ Affaires  of  the  V.  S,  of  America, 

Mr.  Tomel  to  Mr.    Monasterio, 
[Translation.] 
DiPABTxairT  OF  War  axb  M  ah  is  a, 

Mexico,  December  6,  1836. 
Uta  excellency  General  Joseph  Urrea,  in  an  official  note 
9f  the  '^th  instant,  re|HMts  Co  me  as  follows : 


'^ExcELLBiTT  SiB :  Night  before  last  I  received  your 
excellence's  note  of  the  29th  November  last,  with  the  ac* 
companying  representation  relative  to  the  complaint  made 
by  the  charg^  d'afEures  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  North, 
in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  the  persons  qi  William 
Hallett  and  Zaimon  Hull,  at  Matamoras,  on  the  17th  Feb« 
ruary  of  the  present  year ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  call 
which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  make  upon  roe, 
I  report  the  following  touching  that  transaction : 

When  I  arrived  at  Matamoras  with  the  division  which 
I  commanded  in  the  campaign  of  Texas,  I  was  assured 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  the  North,  resident  in  that  city,  were  in  allianoe  with 
those  who  in  Texas  had  declared  war  against  the  Mexican 
nation,  and  that  in  consequence  they  were  in  the  halit  of 
transmitting  to  the  enemy  such  information  of  our  forces, 
proceedings,  dtc.  as  they  might  deem  acceptable.  Finding 
myself  in  a  situation  to  prevent  this  evil,  I  took  such  pre- 
caution as  it  was  ra^  duty  to  take  in  order  to  do  so.  The 
division  under  my  command  was  about  marching  upon 
Texas,  and  I  had  been  informed  that  the  North  Americans 
were  preparing  to  give  notice  to  the  enemy  of  my  depar* 
tore  from  Matamoras,  the  force  which  accompanied  me, 
and  all  else  that  they  might  think  worthy  of  communica- 
tion to  them.  On  the  same  day  of  the  17th  February 
before  cited,  the  forces  under  my  command  marched  from 
Matamoras  with  the  object  of  meeting  Doctor  Grant,  who, 
with  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  had  approached  within  twenty 
leagues  of  that  city,  and  whilst,  making  dispositions  for 
their  departure,  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  that  some 
strangers  had  that  moment  left  for  Texas.  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  commandant  general  of  those  departments  I 
ordered  that  an  officer  and  a  detachment  of  four  dragoons 
should  keep  themselves  on  the  watch,  and  apprehend  said 
strangers  on  their  departure  from  the  city  aforementioned. 
In  fact,  it  was  obeerv^  that  two  of  tfiem  did  leave  the  city, 
and  present  themselves  on  iu  outskirts,  in  front  of  the  de- 
tachment ;  they  instantly  fled,  and  attempted  to  escape ; 
the  troop  followed  and  apprehended  them  in  a  house  which 
they  had  entered.  They  reported  to  me  what  had  occurred, 
and  gave  me  some  papers  and  despatches  which  the  prison- 
ers had  with  them.  T  communicated  the  whole  to  the  com- 
mandant general  aforesaid,  placing  at  hia  disposition  the 
two  men  who  had  been  arrastad.  It  presently  appesred 
that  one  of  them  was  provided  with  a'paasport  for  his 
journey,  from  the  military  commandant  of  tte  plasa ;  all 
his  papers  were  imaediataly  miir»«d  la  Um  in  the  same 
■late  in  which  they  had  been  Uken  from  him.  The  dra- 
goons had  secured  some  beasts  which  were  found  in  the 
yard  of  the  house  in  which  the  strangers  were  apprehend* 
ed,  fearing  that  they  might  escape,  upon  them ;  these  were 
returned  by  my  order  as  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumstance. After  the  whole  of  the  business  was  over,  we 
ascertained  that  the  house  in  which  the  strangers  aforesaid 
had  been  arrested,  was  that  occupied  by  the  consul  of  North 
America  in  Matamoras,  who  addressed  an  offioial  note  to 
the  commandant  general  upon  the  subjerL  I  marched  for 
the  campaign,  and  do  not  know  the  result.  I  will,  how. 
ever,  add  that,  on  my  departure  from  Matamoras,  knowing 
that  two  or  three  foreignera  who  had  left  th«t  ciiy  by  the 
way  of  Brazo  de  ^ntiago,  leaving  their  route,  had  taken 
that  to  San  Patricio,  the  point  then  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
I  despatched  a  party  of  dragoons  in  pursuit  oi  them,  and 
upon  their  being  apprehended  it  was  found  that  they  had 
passports  from  the  military  commandant.  Colonel  Mariano 
Guerra,  but  those  were  to  allow  their  passage  to  the  cities 
of  Regnosa  and  Camargo,  a  route  entirely  difierent  from 
thst  which  they  were  pursuing.    . 

I  submitted  them  to  due  examination,  and  some  sus- 
picious circumstances  having  turned  up,  I  sent  them  also 
to  Matamoras,  to  be  plaoed  at  the  disposal  of  the  oommand- 
ant  general  for  such  purpose  as  he  might  think  fit.    Thte 
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is  as  much  as  I  can  inform  your  eicellenoy  upon  th«  sub- 
ject, and,  returmng  the  statement  of  the  affiiir,  I  have  the 
honor  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  esteem." 
H  Atad  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  it  for  your  excel- 
lency, agreeably  to  what  I  informed  you  on  the  39th  ulti- 
mo, in  relation  to  your  official  note  of  the  2d  of  the  same 
month. 

God  and  liberty.  TORNEL. 

The  Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mr,  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 

Leoatioit  ot  tbe  UHiTin  States  of  Axbbica, 

Mexico,  December  27,  1836. 

8iB  :  Enclosed  I  forward  for  your  information  copies  of 
two  notes  from  Mr.  Monasterio,  the  acting  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  to  this  legation,  one  under  date 
of  the  2l8t  instant,  touching  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza  from  Washington  city  with  his  legation,  and  the  other 
of  the  24th,  In  reply  to  my  note  of  the  22J  of  the  same 
month,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  my  proposed  departure  from  the  Mexican  re- 
public. After  my  long  correspondence  with  this  Govern- 
ment (a  copy  of  which  has  already  been  forwarded  to  the 
I)cpartmeni  of  State)  on  the  various  subjects  embraced  in 
your  instructions  of  the  20th  of  July  last  past,  I  can  view 
such  an  inquiry  in  no  other  light  dian  as  an  uncorteons 
refusal  of  my  passports,  and  therefore  deem  an  answer  to 
it  unnecessary.  I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  on 
my  way  to  Vera  Crux,  and  will  avail  myself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  reach  Washington  city. 

With  undiminished  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

lion.  John  Forsttr, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  dty, 

Mr,  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis, 
[Translation.] 

Pi.Li.CE  Of  TBI  NaTIOSAL  GoveRNMERT, 

MexieOf  December  21,  1836. 

The  undjsrsigned,  aoting  -Minister  of  Foreign  Afiain,  in 
complianee  with  orders  which  he  has  received  from  the 
excellent  President  ad  interim  of  the  republic,  has  the  honor 
now  to  addvesa  Mr.  P.  EUir,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  order  to  inform  him  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernmenl,  after  having  heard  attentively  D.  Manuel  £.  de 
GorostiER,  late  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  this  republic  in  said  States,  and  afler  having 
examined  frankly  and  impaitially  all  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  that  gentleman  and  Messrs.  Forsyth 
and  Dickins,  in  consequence  of  the  violation  of  the  Mexi- 
can territory  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Gaines,  cannot  but  coincide  in  every  respect  with  what  that 
envoy  has  done  in  resisting  so  uncaUod  for  an  o0ence ;  and 
it  has,  therefore,  approved,  as  he  has  done,  his  withdrawal 
from  Washington,  with  his  legation,  because  of  having 
been  convinced  that  he  could  not  obtain  that  just  satisfac- 
tion which  he  demanded,  notwithstanding  he  urged  every 
argfomtnt  and  observation  which  reason  and  right  could 
suggest. 

The  Mexican  Government  had  nevertheless  desired,  be- 
fore acting  in  a  definite  manner  upon  the  conduct  observed 
by  its  envoy  in  Washington,  that  Mr.  Ellis  shoukl  have 
previously  given  those  explanations  which  were  promised 
in  the  note  of  Mr,  IKckins  to  Mr.  Gorostisa  of  the  20th 
October  last,  the  only  object  of  which,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  should  have  been  to  prevent,  from  the  bo- 
ginning,  all  possible  misunderstanding  in  so  grave  a  mat- 
ter. The  Mexican  Government  has,  therefore,  awaited  in 
silence,  and  for  the  space  of  many  days,  the  corresponding 


communication  from  Mr.  Ellis,  flattering  itself  that  in  n 
would  be  found  at  last  new  and  positive  assurances  thit 
the  United  States  have  never  desired,  nor  do  they  now  de- 
sire, to  offend  voluntarily  nor  really  to  injure  a  neighbor- 
ing  nation,  who  has  been  wanting  in  nothing  to  thfm.  * 
Unfortunately,  Mr.  Ellis  has.  not  thought  proper  thtis  to 
act  up  to  this  time ;  and  the  Government  of  the  under- 
signed cannot  longer  delay  awarding  to  Mr.  Gorosdza  that 
Rct  of  justice  which  it  owes  to  him,  in  relieving  him  from 
the  weight  of  responsibility  which  be  has  taken  upon  hit 
own  shoulders. 

The  undersigned  can,  with  truth,  assure  Mr.  Ellis  (hat 
his  Government  has  not  only  been  always  ready  to  receive 
the  promised  explanations  upon  this  particular,  bnt  it  has 
moreover  desired,  with  as  much  anxiety  as  sincerity,  that 
they  might  be  of  the  most  friendly  and  equitable  nature. 

1*he  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Ellis  the  assurances  of  his  v^ry  distinguished  conndeiation. 
JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatah  Ellis, 

Chargi  dP Affaires  of  the  V.  S,  A, 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  of  thk  Natiobal  Govbrhmiht, 

Mexico,  December  24,  1836. 

Tho  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
received  yesterday,  at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  note  of  the  honorable  Mr.  P.  Ellis,  dated  the  22a  io- 
fctant,  in  which  he  asks  his  passport  in  order  to  depart  on 
Monday  moniing  next,  from  this  capital,  in  the  diieclioDof 
Vera  Cruz ;  and  having  given  an  account  of  it  to  bis  ex- 
cellency the  President  ad  interim^  he  cannot  but  be  fot- 
prised  that  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  should  intend  kafin; 
this  republic  with  so  much  imi>etuosity,  (can  tarUa  m- 
leneia,)  and  more  particularly  when  be  does  nol  distiocti; 
understand  the  motive  for  such  a  deterroiDation. 

Because  of  this,  and  the  step  which  Mr.  Ellis  proposes 
to  take  being  of  so  much  trnnscendency  and  imporUnce, 
which  would  naturally  affect  the  relations  between  tbe 
Mexican  republic  and  the  United  States  of  America,  hi< 
excellency  desires  that  the  honorable  Mr.  P-  ElUa  wiB  be 
pleased  to  state,  definitely,  what  are  the  causes  which  hfJt 
prompted  him  to  nfk  his  passport,  thereby  putting  an  eod 
to  the  mission  with  which  his  Government  has  inUudt^ 
him— to  the  end  that  the  responsibility  which  is  thoi  at- 
tempted to  Iw  thrown  upon  the  Mexican  nation  nay,  is 
all  future  time,  attach  to  its  proper  source. 

I'he  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  the  bonon- 
able  charge  d'affaires  of  tho  United  States  of  Amerirt, 
the  assurance  of  bis  very  distinguished  con-^idention  m 
esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO 

To  the  Hon.  Po  what  ait  £k.u8. 

Charge  (V  Affaires  af  the  U.  S,  of  America. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis, 

[Translation.] 

Palack  of  the  Nationai.  Gotbrnmkjtt, 

.  Mexico,  December  Yly  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  officer  charged  with  the  aw'^* 
of  tbe  Department  of  Relations,  has  received  orders  from  bo 
excellency  the  President,  to  address  the  honorable  Mr.  r. 
Ellis,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  SUtes  of  America,  ja 
order  to  communicate  to  him  that  the  note  which  tbe  bo* 
dersigned  sent  to  Mr.  Ellis,  under  date  of  the  24di  \i^^ 
arose  from  the  desire,  most  naturally  entertained  bjW 
excellency,  to  investigate  the  real  motives  which  iDcI«K« 
that  gentleman  to  resolve  to  return  to  his  country,  lea«»f 
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undelernitned  the  important  qaestions  now  at  iaiiao  hetween 
tbe  two  nntiona. 

The  silence  maintained  by  Mr.  Ellis  in  leaving  that  note 
unanswered,  as  well  as  another  of  the  23d  instant,  in 
which  the  nndcrsigned  declared  that  tiie  Mexican  Govern* 
ment  was  ready  to  receive  the  satisfaction  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  offered  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  to 
give  through  Mr.  ElKs  himself,  induces  his  excellency  to 
suppose  that  Mr.  Ellis  persists  in  his  resolution  to  depart, 
and  with  that  view  considers  his  relutions  with  the  under- 
signed as  suspended.  Under  this  impression,  his  excel- 
lency orders  the  undersigned  to  inform  Mr.  Ellis  that,  un- 
less some  answer  shall  have  been  received  from  that  gen- 
tleman, by  six  o'clock  this  evening,  the  passport  which  he 
has  requested  shall  be  qent  to  him,  and  the  escort  will  be 
ready  to  accompany  him  for  his  protection,  and  to  repeat 
to  liim,  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  Government,  the  as- 
surances tvhich  it  has  en  all  occasions  given  of  its  consid- 
eration for  the  United  States,  apd  for  its  representative  in 
this  capital. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
Tenaw  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  the  assurances  of  his  own 
particular  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 

Charge  tf  Affaires  of  the  U,  S,  of  America. 

[Receiveil  at  half  piut  7  o'clock  in  ihe  evening  of  the  37ih  December.] 

Jlfr.  Monaslerio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[Translatiott.] 

Palace  of  the  National  GoTERifMBirT, 

Mexico,  December  27,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  officer  charged  with  the  affiiirs 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  conformal)ly  with  what  he 
bad  the  honor  to  stale  to  the  honorable  Powhatan  UUis, 
in  bis  note  of  this  morning,  not  having  up  to  this  moment 
(7  o'clock  in  the  evening)  receive^d  any  reply  to  the  vari- 
ous notes  despatched,  transmits,  herewith,  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
tbe  passport  which  he  had  requested,  and  the  orders  fox 
the  supply  of  the  escort  which  may  be  requisite  for  the  se- 
curity of  his  person  on  the  journey  ;  informing  him,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  escort  which  is  to  accompany  him  on 
his  departure  from  this  capital  will  be  ready  at  such  time 
aod  place  as  Mr.  Ellis  may  indicate  to  the  commandant 
general. 

Xhe  undersigned  has  received  orders  from  the  President 
to  announce  to  Mr.  Ellis  that  the  Mexican  legation  near 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  ordered 
likewise  to  retire. 

Tbe  undersigned  repeats  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  the 
assarances  oi  his  particular  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 

Chargd  <f  Affaires  of  V.  S.  of  America. 

Ejclrmt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Burrough,  United  States 
cotisul  at  Vera  Cruz,  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

Vera  Cans,  January  10,  1837. 
I  have  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  instruc- 
tioDS  to  receive  and  transmit  to  the  Department  of  State 
all  despatches,  dec,  that  might  arrive  at  the  post  office  uf 
tbicr  city  to  the  address  of  the  United  States  legation,  Mex- 
ico, I  addressed  a  note  to  the  administrator  of  the  office, 
in  anticipation  of  despatches  being  received  by  (be  packet 
dsJIy  expected  from  New  York,  requesting,  as  per  Instruc- 
tion«a  that  they  might  be  delivered  at  this  consulate,  which 
htfv  has  denied  me.  I  shall  make  another  application  on 
their  arrival,  and,  if  then  withheld  from  me,  I  can  but  en- 
ter protest  against  the  act. 


Depositions  of  the  American  seamen  imprisoned  at  Vera 
Cruz. 

Consvlate  or  tub  U.  8.  of  Ahebica, 

At  Vera  Cruz. 
Depositions  of  John  Williams,  Henry  Hal»est,  Samuel 
Long,  Nathaniel  Groves,  Samuel  Molden,  Richard 
Freeman,  James  Hover,  and  John  Davis,  seamen  of 
ar^d  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  Wil- 
Ham  Mervine,  Esq.,  commanding,  and  constituting  a 
boat's  crew  imprisoned  at  this  place  on  the  2d  day  of 
November,  1836. 

John  Williams,  aged  26  years,  a  native  of  Hamburg, 
being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and 
say  as  follows:  That  be,  with  Henry  Habest,  Samuel 
Long,  Nathaniel  Groves,  Samuel  Molden,  Richard  Free- 
man, James  Hover,  and  John  Davis,  seamen,  and  two 
stewards,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Ren^haw,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  commanded 
by  William  Mervine,  did,  on  the  2d  day  of  Novcml)€r, 
set  out  and  depart  from  the  said  ship  for  this  place,  in  the 
third  cutter,  and  where  they  arrived  at  about  1 1  o'clock  in 
the  day.  Hover  being  left  in  charge  of  the  boat,  the  rest 
of  them  took  a  walk  into  the  town,  and  got  something  to 
drink — received  orders  from  Mr.  Renshaw  not  to  bo  out  oC 
the  way.  Steward  gave  them  two  shillings,  which  was 
expended  in  liquor,  and  divided  among  them.  Mr.  Ren- 
shaw  coming  to  the  mole,  and  on  being  asked  to  give  them 
something  to  warm  them,  handed  one  one  of  them  two 
shillings,  and  told  them  not  to  get  drunk  upon  it.  Depo- 
nent and  Habest  went  to  the  plaza  to  purchase  a  glass  of 
grog  for  the  boat's  crew,  and  on  returning  to  the  mole 
Habest  was  attacked  by  a  fisherman,  who  insisted  on  fight- 
ing him.  Deponent  used  his  exertions  to  get  him  away,  but 
a  person  standing  by,  who  spoke  English,  said,  <<  let  them 
6ght,  and  give  them  fair  play.*'  Samuel  Tiong  and  Richard 
Freeman  came  up,  and  the  latter  remarked  that  if  one  fought, 
all  must  fight.  Ending  themselves  surrounded  with  a  dis- 
parity of  numliers,  about  to  assault  them,  and  having  no 
arms  with  which  they  could  defend  themselves  againt>t 
the  force  that  was  collecting,  armed  with  clubs,  stones, 
and  knives.  Freeman  and  Long  retreated  to  tbe  boat,  and 
got  the  two  boat  hooks.  Deponent  was  also  proceed- 
ing to  the  boat,  when  he  was  struck  with  a  cutlass  over  the 
back  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  several  of  whom  had  now  ar- 
rived on  the  mole,  (deponent  had  not  raised  his  hand 
against  any  one.)  He  was  likewise  struck  with  a  largo 
stone  thrown  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  (as  he  believes,)  whilst 
standing  at  the  boat,  which  nigh  felled  him  to  the  ground. 
Mr..  Rcnshaw  had  now  arrived  at  tbe  mole,  and  ordered 
deponent  and  the  rest  of  them  into  the  boat,  and  into 
which  all  at  once  got  that  were  able  so  to  do,  for  by  this 
time  two  of  the  boat's  crew  had  been  badly  wounded  by 
•  the  soldiery  or  other  persons  of  the  country,  and  were  ly- 
ing upon  the  mole.  The  Mexican  soldiery  stood  over 
those  in  the  boat  with  their  muskeUs  direc:cd  at  ihcm.; 
and  among  whom  were  also  observed  several  officers  with 
swords  in  hand.  The  officer  of  the  boat  K'ggcd  them  not 
to  fire  upon  hid  men,  and  at  the  same  conmitinded  (hem 
all  to  sit  down  and  keep  quiut.  After  some  liltic  time 
had  elapsed,  they  were  all  ordered  oat  of  the  boat,  and 
conducted  to  the  guard-house,  where  they  remained  in  con- 
finement until  tbe  next  evening.  They  were  now' — all 
except  the  wounded,  who  were  carried  to  the  hospital — 
conveyed  to  prison,  at  the  south  end  of  itown,  and  there 
placed  in  a  wet  room,  without  bed  or  bedding  of  any  kind, 
and  supplied  with  barely  enough  to  keep  them  alive,  with 
a  sentry  constantly  over  them. 

After  the  lapse  of  about  two  weeks  they  wore  taken  out, 
and  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer  and  the  interpreter  of 
the  port.  Deponent  sul»scribed  his  name  to  a  paper  on  this 
occasion,  which,  he  was  informed  by  the  iulerprcler  kvas  a 
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translation  of  what  he  had  laid,  but  which  deponent  is  not 
Mtisfied  was  in  accordance  with  his  declaration  made  in 
English  at  (he  time,  and  which  he  now  repeats. 

The  examination  being  gone  through  with,  they  were 
permitted  to  go  out  into  the  yard  with  the  native  prisoners. 
On  the  29Ch  day  of  November  they  were  taken  out  and  de- 
livered to  the  American  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereonto  set 
his  hand,  this  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

Before  me,  M.   BURROUQH, 

Consul  Untied  Statee. 


Htnry  Habest,  aged  35  years,  a  native  of  Germany,  being 
duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as 
follows  :  That  he  is  one  of  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  and  who  set  out  from  the  said  ship  in  the  3d 
cutter,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  day  of  November,  and  arrived  at  the  mole 
of  this  city  at  about  1 1  o'clock  in  the  day  ;  and  all  of  them 
being  wet  and  cold,  Mr.  Renshaw  gave  them  some  money, 
with  which  they  got  half  a  bottle  of  rum.  Mr.  R.  left  the 
boat  in  charge  of  Hover,  the  coxswain,  and  the  rest  of  them 
.  walked  to  the  plaza.  Deponent  there  ssw  Mr.  R.  purchas- 
ing a  hammock,  which  Was  given  to  him  to  carry  to  the 
boat ;  and  on  passing  the  gate,  a  fisherman  came  up  to  him 
and  tried  to  take  it  frem  him,  but  which  ho  placed  in  the 
boat.  Deponent  left  the  boat  for  a  short  time,  and  on  re- 
turning, was  a  second  time  assailed  by  the  fisherman,  (a 
negro  fellow,^  who  would  not  let  him  pass  to  the  boat. 
Deponent  pusned  him  aside,  (but  did  not  strike  bim,)  and 
went  down  towards  the  boat ;  but  before  he  had  time  to 
reach  it,  was  knocked  down  by  a  soldier,  who  struck  him 
with  a  musket  over  the  head.  His  knife  was  now  taken 
from  his  pocket,  and  the  cord  divided  by  which  it  was  fas- 
tened round  his  neck,  and  in  cutting  which  the  soldier  gave 
him  a  wound  on  the  face.  On  recovering  his  senses,  and 
when  in  the  act  of  rising  up,  to  crawl  to  the  boat,  he  was 
again  knocked  down  with  a  large  stone  thrown  by  a  soldier, 
and  which  struck  him  upon  the  knee-pan,  the  same  being 
already  fractured.  Ho  was  also  several  times  kicked  in  the 
side  by  the  soldier,  whilst  lying  upon  the  niole  and  unable 
to  ride.  Deponent  was  suppoited  by  two  men  to  the  guard- 
house, where  he  was  placcnl  in  confinement  with  the  others. 
At  5,  P.  M.,  he  and  Samuel  Long  were  taken  out  and 
conveyed  to  the  hospital  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  where  they 
remained  till  they  recovered. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  they  were  called  up  and  ex- 
amined by  an  officer  and  the  interpreter  of  the  captain  of 
the  port.  Deponent  signed  some  psper  at  this  time,  which 
he  was  told  to  do,  being  informed  that  it  was  his  declara- 
tion translated  into  Spanish,  but  which  he  thinks  might 
not  have  been  committed  to  paper  as  expressed,  inasmuch 
as  the  interpreter  made  several  mi  takea  in  it,  as  he,  depo- 
nent stated  at  the  time.  Soon  after  being  examined,  depo- 
nent)  with  the  rest  of  the  sick,  was  sent  to  the  prison  in 
which  their  shipmates  were  confined,  and  where  they  re- 
mained till  the  25th  of  the  month,  at  which  time  they  were 
brought  out  and  delivered  in  charge  of  the  American  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
subscribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  1 7th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  183ft. 

HENRY  HABEST,hi8  x  mark. 

Before  mc,  M.  BURROUUH,  C.  U.  S, 

Samuel  Long,  aprfd  23  years,  a  native  of  Europe,  of  and 
b<>ionging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  left  the  said 
ship  in  the  3d  cutter,  with  seven  other  seamen  and  two 
steward'*,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Renshsw,  on  the 
2d  day  of  Noveml>er,  for  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  fhip  then 


lying  at  anchor  off  the  iaiand  of  Sacrificios,  being  dqlj 
and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  aifulWi: 
That,  on  the  pasaago  op,  they  became  veiy  wet  and  cold. 
The  officer  of  the  boat  accordingly  promised  them  i  dtiok 
of  grog  when  they  arrived.  On  reaching  the  mole,  Hover 
was  left  in  charge  of  the  boat»  and  the  rest  of  tbeo,  by  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  took  a  walk  into  thepUza,  wlMre 
they  procured  half  a  bottle  of  liquor  with  twenty-five  ccnU 
given  them  by  Mr.  R.  This  they  took  to  the  boat  uid 
drank  among  them.  The  boat  was  now  lefl  in  charge  of 
Davis,  and  deponent  went  to  assist  the  steward  in  getting 
marketing  to  the  mole ;  after  which  he  took  charge  of  the 
boat  Habest  soon  brought  a  hammock  down  hj  oider  of 
Mr.  Renshaw,  who  now  returned  to  the  mole,  andaiked 
them  if  they  were  all  sober,  and  told  them  that  he  wu 
going  off  in  a  few  minutes,  (immediately,)  and  went  up  to 
the  consul's.  Deponent  and  Richard  Freeinaa  were  ataai). 
ing  near  the  boat«  when  the  former  said  to  the  latter,  "wt 
will  go  on  the  other  aide  of  the  mole  and  look  at  the  fith 
they  are  catching.''  They  accordingly  went  and  pidedup 
one  of  the  fish  to  examine  it,  and  then  returned  to  the  boat; 
and  whilst  they  were  there,  Williams  informed  them  tbit 
Habest  was  about  to  get  into  a  fight  with  a  fiaboroan. 
They  went  to  Habest  at  the  upper  end  of  the  mole,  «bere 
he  was  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  a  negro,  and  who  wai 
standing  before  him  in  an  attitude  of  defence.  Some  gen- 
tlemen who  stood  near  them  said,  let  them  have  fair  play- 
one  at  a  time.  Deponent,  however,  not  wishing  to  «ee  i 
fight,  stepped  in  between  Habest  and  the  negro;  at  which 
moment  a  soldier  coming  up  struck  Habest  several  timet 
Qver  the  head  and  shoulders  with  the  broad-«woid.  Depo- 
nent was  now  pushed  down  in  Che  crowd,  and,  on  ieco«- 
ering  himself,  and  in  the  act  of  going  to  the  boat,  was  ftrock 
across  the  back  with  a  cutlass  by  .a  soldier.  Finding  bua- 
self  thus  assailed,  he  and  Freeman  ran  to  the  boat,  and  got 
each  a  boat  hook  to  defend  themselves  against  the  eoMJerr 
and  others  by  whom  they  had  been  attacked.  But,  hefow 
deponent  had  an  opportunity  of  using  his  hook,  he  vu 
struck  over  the  back  by  a  corporal  with  abroad-swoid.  fie 
now  made  a  pass  at  the  corporal,  and  at  the  same  mooeot 
was  knocked  down,  either  by  a  stone  or  some  other  noHile, 
and  from  that  period  doea  not  recollect  any  thing  fiirtber 
that  occurred,  till  he  found  himself  in  the  gaard-how. 
The  same  evening  he  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  with 
Habest,  who  was  also  badly  hu  rt.  After  a  fortnight  or  ao,  de- 
ponent was  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer,  with  an  inter- 
preter. His  declaration  was  subaeribed  by  him,  agrseaUy 
to  the  order  of  the  interpreter,  and  who  stated  that  it  wis 
a  translation  of  what  he  had  said  in  Engliah ;  but  deponeot, 
not  understanding  Spanish,  the  language  into  which  tba 
translation  was  made,  is  not  prepared  to  say  whether  or  sot 
it  was  a  true  translation. 

The  aaid  deponent  was  now  sent  to  the  prison  where  d« 
others  were  confined,  and  there  remained  until  the  S^thof 
November,  at  which  time  they  were  released  and  defi««d 
over  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

Deponent  did  furthermore  declare  that  the  quantity  m 
quality  of  the  food  given  to  them  whilst  in  prison  wii 
scarcely  sufficient  to  sustain  life,  and  that  thsy  were  ol^- 
liged  to  sleep  on  a  cold  and  damp  brick  floor,  witboul  bed 
or  bedding  of  any  kind  being  allowed  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  bss  hereonto 
set  his  hand,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Crua,  this  17lh  day  of 
December,  A.  D.,  1836. 

SAML.  LOKtJ 
Before  me,  M.   BURROUGH, 

Consul  U.  Siata. 

Nathanitl  Groves,  aged  25  years,  a  native  of  the  Unit«^ 
States  of  America,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  Suw 
bhip  Natchez,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  (l<^^i 
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declare^  and  sbj  at  follows:  That  he,  with  leven  other 
Mamen  ami  two  stewarda,  (viz.  the  captain  vid  ward-room 
rteward,)  did  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  NoTemhar,  set  ont 
from  the  ship  to  which  they  were  attached,  in  the  third 
cutter,  under  the  charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  for  the 
city  of  Vera  Craz,  and  anived  at  the  mole  between  1 1  and 
12  o*clock.  Mr/  R.  went  up  to  the  consul's,  and  left  the 
boat  in  charge  of  the  coxswain.  Hover,  and  told  them  not 
to  be  out  of  the  way,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  go  off  in  a 
few  minutes.  Deponent  having  hilf  a  dollar  in  his  pocket, 
purchased  some  liquor,  which  was  drank  among  them. 
Mr.  Renabaw  returned  to  the  mole  in  a  short  time,  and 
being  asked  by  some  of  them  for  a  little  change  to  get  a 
glass  of  grog,  gave  them  twenty-five  cents,  not  being  aware 
that  ihey  had  already  had  liquor.  Mr.  R.  again  left  on 
business,  (as  supposed,)  when  the  charge  of  the  boat  was 
given  to  Davis,  and  the  rest  of  them  went  towards  the  mar- 
ket. Deponent  quickly  returned  to  the  mole,  near  which 
be  met  a  passenger  who  was  going  in  their  ship,  who  in- 
formed him  that  a  fight  was  about  to  ensue  between  one  of 
his  shipmates  and  some  of  the  Mexicans  upon  the  mole. 
Deponenty  and  the  four  that  were  with  him,  via.  Richard 
Freeman,  Hover,  John  Williama,  and  Samuel  Long,  on 
returning  to  the  boat,  saw  Habest  and  a  black  fellow  en- 
gaged in  a  quarrel,  but  who  were  not  fighting.  The  oiBcer 
of  the  boat  was  soon  after  met  by  deponent  near  the  comer 
of  the  plaza,  and  who  ordered  him  and  the  rest  of  the  crew 
down  to  the  boat  that  *«  he  should  be  off  immediately." 
On  reaching  the  mole  saw  Richard  Freeman  and  Samuer 
Long  with  boat>books  in  their  hands,  near  the  boat,  de- 
fending themselves  against  the  soldiery  and  fisherman  by 
whom  they  were  attacked.  The  latter  of  them  was  struck 
by  one  of  the  guards  with  a  sword,  and  who  then  made  a 
blow  at  the  loldier  with  his  boat-hook ;  this  was  parried  by 
the  bayonet  of  the  soldier,  and  whilst  he  was  thus  defending 
himsetf,  a  soldier  struck  Richard  Freeman  with  his  bayonet, 
infiicting  a  wound  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  A 
corporal  now  came  up  and  struck  Samuel  Long  over  the 
fiice  with  hie  bayonet,  and  by  which  he  was  knocked  down, 
and  supposed  dead.  Tfas  corporal  turned  and  made  a  pass 
with  a  bayonted  musket  at  deponent  just  as  he  was  getting 
into  the  boat.  Mr.  Renshaw  had  by  this  time  arrived  at 
the  •  mele,  and  ordered  them  all  into  the  boat,  and  into 
which  all  at  once  placed  themselves,  with  the  exception  of 
Richard  Freeman,  and. Samuel  Long,  and  Henry  Habest, 
who  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to  be  able  to  reach  the 
boat 

The  soldiery  had  their  muskets  charged,  and  stood  along- 
side the  boat,  and  pointing  them  directly  upon  the  boat's 
crew,  and  who,  it  is  said,  would  have  fired  on  them  had 
the  captain  of  the  port  not  prevented  it.  They  were  now 
all  ordered  to  the  guard-houee,  where  they  were  placed  in 
stocks,  and  kept  till  the  next  evening,  when  deponent,  with 
J.  Davis,  John  Williams,  and  Samuel  Molden,  were  con- 
veyed to  prison,  and  there  placed  in  a  small  damp  apart- 
ment, with  little  to  eat,  and  nothing  in  the  way  of  bed  or 
bedding  to  protect  them  against  the  cold  and  humidity  of 
the  ground  floor. 

On  or  about  the  16th  of  the  month  they  were  all  taken 
out  and  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer  and  the  public  in- 
terpreter. Deponent  did  not  sign  any  document,  he  hav- 
ing informed  them  them  that  he  could  not  write.  The  ex- 
amination being  gone  through  with,  they  were  permitted 
to  go  into  the  prison  yard,  but  were  securely  locked  up  at 
night,  and  a  sentry  placed  at  the  door.  On  the  25th  No- 
vember, they  were  brought  out  and  delivered  over  to  the 
charge  of  the  United  States  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
aubflcribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  ISth 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

NATHL.  GROVES,  his  x  m^k. 
Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U.  S. 


Samuel  Molden,  aged  28  years,  a  native  of  Europe,  sea« 
man,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez, 
being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  day  of  the  date  here- 
of, did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  follows:  Thst  he,  with 
seven  other  seamen  and  two  stewards,  left  the  siipXiatcbez, 
to  which  they  were  attached,  on  the  2d  of  November,  in  ^ 
the  third  cutter  of  the  ship,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Ren-' 
shaw,  (midshipman,)  and  who  told  them  on  the  passage 
up  that  *(  if  they  would  behave  themselves,  as  he  hoped  they 
would,  on  arriving  at  the  city  they  should  have  all  the  lib- 
erty he  could  allow  them ;  and  hoped  that  they  would  not 
get  drunk."  The  wind  was  high,  and  a  heavy  sea  run- 
ning, and  the  Koafs  crew  got  very  wet.  Mr.  R.  told  the 
coxswain  to  take  charge  of  the  boat ;  the  rest  walked  to  the 
market,  and  procured  a  bottle  of  liquor,  which  was  drank 
among  them ;  alVer  which.  Hover  went  with  the  steward  to 
the  market,  and  deponent  got  into  the  boat,  laid  down,  and 
went  to  sleep,  but  was  soon  awoke  by  a  noise  on  the  mole; 
saw  at  this  time  several  soldiers  around  the  boat,  and  a 
Mexican  officer,  with  his  sword  drawn  over  the  head  of 
Mr.  Renshaw,  and  the  others  with  muskets  in  their  hands 
pointed  at  him  and  the  other  seamen  in  the  boat.  Not 
knowing  the  cause  of  the  disturbance,  and  fearing  that  Mr. 
Kenshaw  was  about  to  be  cut  down,  deponent  wished  to 
get  upon  the  wharf  to  defend  him,  but  Mr.  R.  would  not 
permit  him,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  qui^t,  and  whilst  de- 
ponent was  standing  in  the  boat,  he  was  struck  across  the 
face  with  a  cutlass,  which  was  nigh  knocking  him  down. 
After  a  little  time  all  got  into  the  boat,  except  two  or  three 
who  had  been  wound^  by  the  people  of  the  country,  and 
were  now  lying  on  the  mole. 

Deponent  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Renshaw  to  come  out  of 
the  boat,  to  go  op  and  bring  down  some  things  from  the 
market,  and,  when  opposite  the  guard-house,  was  told  to  go 
in  with  the  others,  and  wherd  they  were  all,  except  the  two 
that  were  most  hurt,  placed  in  confinement;  remained  there 
till  the  following  evening,  and  was  then  sent  to  a  prison  in 
another  part  of  the  town,  placed  in  a  small  damp  room, 
with  but  little  to  eat,  and  nothing  to  lie  upon  but  a  mat. 
AfU$r  about  two  weeks  confinement,  they  were  examined  by 
a  Mexican  officer  and  an  interpreter,  and  then  allowed  access 
to  the  prison  yartl.  Deponent  put  his  name  to  a  paper, 
which  the  interpreter  told  him  was  a  translation  of  his 
deposition,  but  whether  it  was  a  true  translation  he  is  una- 
ble to  judge;  he  was  informed  that  it  was  correct. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  they  were  all  liberated,  and 
conducted  to  the  ofilce  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States, 
where  they  were  left. 

In  testimony  whereof^  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
subscribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  18th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

SAMUEL  MOLDEN. 
Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  V.  S, 


Ricliard  Freeman,  aged  24  years,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
mariner,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  Sutes  ship  Natchez, 
William  Mervine,  commander,  being  duly  and  solemnly 
sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  follows :  That  he 
and  seven  other  seamen,  with  the  cabin  and  wardroom 
stewards,  set  out  and  departed  from  the  said  ahip  Natchez 
on  the  2d  day  of  November,  in  the  third  cutter,  under  the 
charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  and  arrived  at  the  mole  of 
thi9  city  at  about  the  hour  of  II  o'clock,  A.  M.  Had  a 
rough  passage  up,  and  being  wet  and  cold,  on  reaching 
Vera  Cruz,  went  and  got  a  glass  of  grog,  with  some  money 
given  to  them  by  the  officer  of  the  boat.  Hover  being  lefl 
to  take  care  of  the  boat,  was  relieved  by  others  in  torn. 
Afler  a  little  time  Mr.  Renshaw,  who  had  gone  to  the  office 
of  the  consul,  returned  and  tcld  them  to  **keep  about  the 
boat,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  go  off  in  a  few  minutes." 
Samuel  Molden  was  now  in  the  boat.   Samuel  Long  asked 
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deponent  to  go  and  look  at  aome  fiih  which  they  ware 
catching  on  the  other  aide  of  the  mole.  They  want  and 
examined  them,  and  then  returned  to  the  lioat.  At  thia 
time  WiUiama  came  to  them  and  said  that  Habeet  waa 
about  ia  figftt  with  gome  one ;  upon  which  defwnent  and 
Long  want  to  see  what  the  matter  was,  and  on  arriving  at 
tlie  spot,  near  the  upper  end  of  the  mole,  saw  Habest,  who 
told  them  that  he  "waa  going  to  fight  a  negro  fellow," 
who  had  just  come  out  of  the  water,  (a  fisherman.)  The 
negro  waa  quarrelling  with  him,  and  standing  in  an  atti- 
tuda  for  lighting.  Some  gentloman  who  was  near  them 
aaid  **  let  them  fight,  give  them  fair  play,  one  at  a  time,'* 
hnt  Habest  did  not  strike  him.  Samuel  Long  inaiaied  on 
whipping  the  fellow,  and  proposed  to  fight  him,  (the  fish- 
erman;) the  negro  at  thia  time  alanding  in  readiness  to 
make  a  blow ;  deponent  tried  to  disauade  his  shipmatea 
from  fighting,  and  waa  using  all  his  ezertiona  to  get  them 
back  into  the  boat,  when  a  soldier  came  up  and  atruck  him 
and  Samuel  Long  with  a  sabre ;  several  other  soldiers  were 
Ukewise  present,  and  whoae  nuiskets  with  mounted  hayo- 
neta  were  used  against  them ;  deponent  and  Long  finding 
themselves  likely  to  be  overpowered  by.  the  arma  of  the  aoU 
diery,  ran  to  the  boat  and  got  boat-hooka  to  defend  them- 
selvea.  ' 

They  were  followed  by  the  assailants  near  the  boat,  and 
on  regaining  the  mole  were  again  attacked,  and  deponent 
leceived  a  bayonet  wound  in  the  hip,  and  another  in  the 
right  side,  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  The  officer 
of  the  boat  had  now  arrived  on  the  mole,  and  who  ordered 
them  into  the  boat,  where  they  at  once  got  The  Mexican 
soldiery  were  standing  upon  the  edge  of  the  quay,  with  miM- 
keu  pointed  towards  them,  and  from  whom  they  expected 
to  have  received  a  fire. 

Shortly  afler  they  (the  boat's  crew)  were  ordcreil  to  the 
guard-house,  and  where  deponent  and  others  were  confined 
in  stocks.  Deponent  waa  strurk  several  times,  after  being 
secured  in  the  atocks^  with  a  large  cana,  by  the  corporal  of 
the  guard ;  remained  in  the  guard -houae  with  the  othera  till 
next  night,  when  deponent  and  the  others  that  were 
wounded  were  conducted  to  the  hospital.  On  or  about  the 
13th  day  of  November,  deponent  was  taken  out  of  his 
room  and  examined  by  an  o^oar  and  an  interpreter.  De- 
ponent signed  his  dedaration,  as  tranalated  into  Spaniah, 
which  he  was  told  by  the  interpreter  waa  a  true  translation 
of  his  deposition. 

After  remaining  near  three  weeks  in  the  hospital,  depo- 
nent waa  removed,  with  Jamea  Hover,  to  the  priaon  in 
which  their  other  shipmates  were  confined. 

On  the  25th  day  of  November  they  all  obtained  their  re- 
lease, Iteing  delivered  over  to  the  charge  of  the  consul  of 
the  United  Statea. 

In  teatimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
set  his  hand,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  18th  day  of 
December,  1836.  H.  FREEMAN. 

Befor«  me,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U.  S. 

Jamea  Hover,  aged  32  years,  a  native  of  the  Slate  of 
New  Jersey,  United  States  of  America,  mariner,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  United  Sutes  ship  Natchez,  W.  Mervine^ 
commander,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose, 
declare,  and  say  :  that  on  the  second  day  of  November,  he, 
with  seven  other  seamen,  and  two  stewards,  under  charge 
of  Mr.  Renshaw,  midshipman,  left  the  aaid  ship  Natchez, 
and  arrived  at  the  mole  at  Vera  Cruz,  at  about  1 1  o'clock 
in  the  day ;  all  left  the  boat  except  deponent,  who  waa  de- 
puted to  Uke  charge  of  the  boat.  John  Davis,  afier  a  lit- 
tle time,  came  and  relieved  him,  when  deponent  went  up 
to  the  market  with  the  wardroom  steward,  and  brought 
down  some  articles  for  the  ahip ;  left  the  boat  a  second  time 
in  company  with  the  steward,  and  returned  without  him ; 
again  quitted  the  mole,  and  when  near  the  corner  of  the 


plaaa,  met  a  gentleman  who  was  gmng  pesacnger  in  the 
ship,  who  told  deponent  that  there  waa  a  qaanel  going  oa 
between  the  Americans  and  the  Mexicans  upon  the  mole; 
deponent  said  that  he  would  go  down  when  he  saw  the 
officer  of  the  boat,  bat  not  aeelng  the  officer,  joined  th« 
two  stewards  and  went  to  the  mole ;  and  there  aaw  fighliog 
between  Samuel  Long,  Hemy  Habest,  and  some  of  tbs 
cilizena  and  soldiers  of  the  place.     Deponent  want  directs 
ly  to  the  boat,  and  before  he  had  time  to  get  into  the  boat, 
and  whilst  standing  upon  tlie  mole  in  waiting  for  Ssmiiei 
Molden  to  haul  up  the  boat,  that  he  might  get  into  her, 
waa  struck  by  a  soldier  or  some  other  person  of  the  coun- 
try with  a  stone  upon  the  head,  which  knocked  him  doivn ; 
and  when  hia  hat  fell  into  the  water,  recovering  himself, 
he  jumped  into  the  sea,  in  order  to  clear  himaelf  from  the  sol- 
diers and  othera  by  whom  they  were  attacked,  and  socoeed- 
ed  in  getting  into  the  boat;  abont  this  time,  Mr.  Renthaw 
arrived  at  the  mole,  and  ordered  all  to  take  aeaU  in  tbs 
boat,  and  aix  of  the  boat*a  crew  and  the  two  stewards  obey- 
ed, leaving  the  other  two  upon  the  mole,  who  were  bsdij 
wounded.     Soon  after,  Mr  Renshaw  ordered  deponent  and 
the  rest  of  them  out  of  the  boat,   and   to  go  op  wiih 
faim^all  obeyed-*-and  when  they  arrived  opposite  totbc 
gnard-honse,  were  told  to  go  in — and  there  deponent  and 
aix  othera  remained  for  the  night  and  next  day,  when  de- 
ponent and  Richard  Freeman  were  convey  to  the  hoapitai: 
there,  they  ramamed  about  two  weeka,    when  they  wen 
taken  out  and  examined  by  some  Mexican.     Depooeat 
signed  a  paper  which  the  interpreter  told  him  waa  a  depo- 
aition  which  he  was  making  out  for  the  new  governor,  aad 
who  also  told  him  that,  in  abont  two  weeks,  they  woqU 
be  releaaed  (as  he  expected. )     In  the  coorM  of  foor  or 
five  days,  deponent,  Richard  Freeman,  Henry  Habest,  and 
Samuel  Long,  who  were  now  in  the  hoapitai,  were  all  con- 
veyed to  a  prison  near  the  south  gate  of  the  city ;  then 
they  remained  till  the  25th  of  November,  when  they  were 
all  taken  out  and  delivered  over  to  the  charge  of  the  Ameri- 
can consul. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  deponent  baa  hcreooto 
set  his  hand  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  thia  third  dsy  of 
January,  Anno  Domini,  1887. 

JAMES  HOVER,  hia -4-  mark. 

Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH  C.  V.  S, 

CoNsrLATX  OF  THx  U.  8.  o»  AwnmcA, 
'   At  Vera  Cruz. 

I,  M.  Burrough,  consul  of  the  United  Statea  of  Ameri- 
ca at  Vera  Cruz,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing, 
subscribed  "James  Hover,"  is  a  tnic  and  faithful  copy  of 
the  original,  finding  place  in  tny  consular  register,  leOei 
C,  pp.  29,  80,  31. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  hereunto  affixed,  tt 
the  city  of  Vera  Crux,  this  sixth  day  of  January,  A.  D., 
1837,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  the  6(Hh.  M.  BURROUGH. 

COHSULATX  OF    TBK  U.  S     OF  AmKBICA, 

Ai  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

These  are  to  certify  that  John  Davis,  mariiier,  of  aaJ 
l)elonging  to  the  United  Slates  ship  Natchez,  W.  Merrijic, 
commandor,  and  one  of  the  boat's  crew  of  said  ship  im- 
prisoned at  this  place  on  the  2d  day  of  November  last  past, 
did,  on  or  about  the  4th  of  December,  desert  from  the 
charge  of  this  consulate,  since  which,  he  baa  not  returned, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  deposition  of  the  aaid  mariaec 
does  not  appear. 

In  teatimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Crux,  this  6ik 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1837,  and  of  the  independence af 
the  United  Stales  of  America  the  60th. 

.    M.  BURROUGH. 
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[26th  CoKo.  l8t  8xs9. 


CLAIMS  ON  MBXICO. 


Ntnw  of  claimant. 


Date  of  the  act  complained  of. 


1.  Mexican  Company  of  Bal- 

timore. 

2.  A.  P.  Choulteau  and  Ju- 

liua  de  Man. 

3.  Mrs.  Yoong 

4.  John  Jacob  Aator,  P.  P. 

Pone. 

6.  S.  a' AmoU  <k  Co.  Rich- 
ard J.  Arnold,  Ratcliffe 
-   Hicka. 

6.  John  Mitchell    - 


7.  John  B.  Mari^  - 

8.  Borie  and  Laguerenne    - 

9.  T.  E.  Dudley  and  J.  C. 

Wilion. 

10.  Not  stated 

1  i .  Assignees  of  John  Coul- 
ter. 
13.  G.  G.  dbS.  Howland  - 

13.  Thomas  Wilson 

14.  Atlantic  Insurance  Com- 

pany, New  York. 


Name  of  the  vesasel,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seized, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


1816 
1817 


1817 
1818 

1831 


Not  mentioned.  The  claim- 
ant's letter  asking  the  inter- 
position of  the  Goyemment, 
is  dated  June  8,  1834. 

Summer  of  1834 

November,  1834 

1834 

4th  January,  1835   - 

6th  September,  1836 

October,  1835 
1836 

Not  stated.  The  letter  of  the 
president  of  the  company  ask- 
ing the  interposition  of  the 
Government,  is  dated  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1836. 


The  claimants  imprisoned  at 
Santa  Pe,  and  their  property 
confiscated. 

Brig  Cossack 

Ship  Louisa,  cargo  of 

Specie  seized 


Coffee  and  provisions 
Illegal  exaction  of  duties 
Robbery  by  Indians  - 

Schooner  Scott  fired  upon  and 
injured  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Quantity  of  brandies  seised   - 

White  wax  seized    - 
Schooner  Fair  American  and 

cargo. 
Brig  Liberty  stated  to  have 

been  illegally  seized. 


AmouM  oiaimed. 


Not  stated,  (a) 

Value  of  property  lost 
td0,380  74^.  (&} 

Not  stated,  (e) 
Vessel   and  cargo  sold 
for  about  $40,000.  (tf) 
$38,945.  (if) 


$4,738.  (/) 


Not  stated,  {g) 
$33,739  79.  {h) 
Not  sUted.  (t) 

Not  stated,  {j) 

Not  SUted.  {Jk) 

$10,000.  (/) 
Not  stated,  (m) 

Not  stated,  (n) 


(o)  This  waa  an  association  of  individuals  that  furnished  General  Mina  with  the  means  of  undertaking  his  invasion 
of  Mexico^  which  amount  they  aver  has  never  been  repaid  them. 

(Jb)  The  claimants,  chiefs  of  a  hunting  expedition,  were,  with  their  followers,  arrested  by  the  Spanish  authorities, 
carried  into  Santa  Fe,  and,  without  trial,  imprisoned  and  otherwise  maltreated,  for  an  alleged  trespass  upon  the  domin- 
looa  of  Spain  in  that  quarter.     For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  case,  see  Wait's  State  Papers,  vol.  1 3,  page  435. 

(c)  The  claimant  is  the  widow  of  Colonel  Guilford  D.  Young,  who  was  a  partban  of  Mina,  and  was  killed  while 
serving  under  him  in  1817.     The  claim  is  understood  to  be  for  arrears  of  pay. 

{d)  One  of  the  pretexts  for  the  seizure  in  this  case  waa  the  alleged  want  of  a  sea-letter.  The  seizure  took  place  at 
MazalUin,  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico.  It  does  not  appear  whether  there  were  any  judicial  proceedings.  A  decree 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  dated  87th  July,  1831,  directed  restitution  of  the  vessel,  but  the  decree  was  never  executed* 
and  no  compensation  for  the  loss  has  ever  been  received. 

(e)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Acapuico  laden  with  provisions,  arms,  dbc;  upon  learning  which,  Iturbide  isrued  two  edicts^ 
one  dated  Chilpasingo,  30th  February,  the  other  Igunla,  4tb  of  March,  1831,  directing  the  cargo  to  be  taken  for  his  use. 
On  the  Ist  February,  1833,  the  regency  of  Mexico  decreed  indemnity,  which  was  to  be  received  in  part  from  the  Treaa- 
ary  of  Xfexico,  and  the  residue  from  the  customs  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapuico.  A  part  of  the  amount  has  been  received^ 
and  the  claim  is  for  the  balance. 

(^}  The  property  seized  on  the  road  from  Meiico  to  Vera  Cruz  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  Government. 
(^)  The  goods  were  seized  upon  the  pretext  of  their  having  been  introduced  contrary  to  a  Mexican  law  prohibiting 
tlxe  importation  of  such  articles.     The  claimant  says  that  he  waa  ignorant  of  the  exiatence  of  the  law. 
(/i)  The  exaction  was  made  upon  a  quantity  of  cotton  goods  imported  into  Alverado. 

(f )  The  claimants  were  robbed  of  a  part  of  their  property  by  the  Camanche  Indians  on  their  return  from  a  trading 
expedition  to  Mexico.     Original  papers  in  the  case  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett 

C /)  The  outrage  was  perpetrated  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  blockade  of  the  castle  of  St.  Juan  de  UUoa. 

!k)  The  property  waa  seized  upon  the  pretext  of  iu  being  the  produce  of  Spain,  whereas  it  was  the  produce  of  France. 
t)   The  property  was  seized  at  Alvarado  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  of  Spanish,  whereaa  it  was  of  Ruasiau  origin. 
(m)  The  seivire  was  made  at  Brazos  Santiago,  the  port  or  harbor  of  Refugio  in  Mexico,  upon  the  groupd  that  the 
revset  waa  not  provided  with  the  proper  consular  certificates.     All  the  papers  sent  to  the  legation  at  Mexico. 

(/i^  All  the  original  papers  in  this  case  having  been  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  particulars  of  it  cannot  be  oKertained. 
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CLAIMS  ON  MEXrCO-^Conlinuet). 


Nam^  of  t)ie  claimant 


15.  S.  Ruasell  and  H.  Nixon 


16.  R.  M.  Wliitney  &  Co. 


17.  John  Andrews 

18.  R.  W.  Meade- 

19.  Pardon  C.  Green 

20.  W.  Maaaecott- 


21.  Charles  CalUghan 


22.  Robinson  Potter 

23.  John   Kennedy  and  F. 

E.  White. 

24.  Smith  &  Thompson     - 

26.  Manuel  de  Cala 


26.  A.  Pell  dt  Brother 

27.  William  H.  Shaw 


28.  J.  K.  West     - 

29.  Samuel  I^owder 


Uate  of  the  act  complained  of 


Date  of  second  act  September, 
1826. 


Not  stated.  The  original  let- 
ter of  claimants  dated  Nov- 
ember 23,  1826. 

1827 

Not  stated    -  -  - 

January  1828 

Not  stated.  Claimant's  letter 
requesting  interposition,  da- 
ted May  19,  1828. 

May.  1829  - 


August,  1829 
August  3,  18S9 
1829 
September,  1829 

1829 
December,  1829 

Not  stated    - 
February,  1832 


Name  of  the  vessel,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seized, 
or  oHhe  act  complained  of. 


Amount  claimed. 


Brig  Delight.  Illegal  exac- 
tion of  duties  at  San  Bias, 
and  seizure  and  detention  of 
her  cargo  at  Sisal. 

Not  stated    .  .  - 


White  wax  seized  at  Alvarado 
Not  stated   -  *  - 


Not  stated    - 


Brig  Ann  detained  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  her  voyage  bro- 
ken  up. 

Brig  William  seized  and  em- 
ployed as  a  transport 

Brig  Urzula  seized  and  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose. 

Brig  Splendid  seized  and  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose. 

Schooner  Rebecca  and  Eliza 
and  cargo  seized  and  sold. 

Quantity  of  types  taken  and 
destroyed  at  Tampico. 

Imprisoned  at  Tabasco,  and 
his  vessel,  the  schooner 
Galaxy,  detained. 

Schooner  Topaz  employed  as 
a  transport,  captain  and 
mate  motJered. 


Not  stated,  (a) 


Not  sUted.  (6) 


Not  sUted.  (c) 
Not  stated,  (i) 
$9,678  71.  (e) 
$1,528.  (/) 


$14,000.  ig) 

$4,532.  (h) 
$2,005,with  interest  (i] 
Not  sUted.  (h) 

Not  SUted.    The  vff. 

sel    was    insured   fix- 

$4,000.  (/) 
$600.  (m) 

Not  stated,  (n) 

Not  atated.  (o) 
$6,600.  (/>) 


(a)  The  seizure  at  Sisal  was  made  because  of  an  alleged  want  of  consular  certificates, 
to  Mr.  Poinsett 


All  the  original  papers  sent 


(b)  All  the  papers  in  this  case  were  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett 

(c)  The  property  was  seized  at  Alvarado  on  the  ground  of  its  being  of  Spanish  origin,  whereas  it  is  represents]  te 
have  been  imported  into  New  York  from  St  Petersburg,  and  thence  to  Alvarado.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  con- 
demnation by  a  tribunal. 

(d)  Nothing  further  relative  to  this  case  can  be  ascertained  than  that  Mr.  Clay,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  dated  9di 
June,  1827,  instructs  him  to  give  the  claimant  such  assistance  as  he  might  deem  advisable. 

(e)  The  claim  in  this  case  is  for  supplies  furnished  the  Mexican  brig  of  war  Hermeon,  which  put  into  Key  West  in 
distress. 

(/)  The  papers  in  this  case  having  been  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  letter  to  him  which  accompanied  them  is  the  only 
document  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  and  that  only  states  that  the  claimant  was  deprived  of  the  money  by  certain  irregu- 
lar and  unjust  proceedings  of  the  authorities  at  Sisal. 

(g)  It  is  stated  that  the  vessel  put  into  Vera  Cruz  in  distress,  and  that  the  amount  claimed  is  for  the  loss  sustained  in 
consequence  of  being  obliged  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo.  The  inferior  court  decided  in  favor  of  allowing  the  vessel  to 
depart,  but  the  authorities  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  Puebla,  whose  decision  does  not  appear. 

(A)  The  seizure  took  place  at  Tera  Cruz  during  the  Spanish  invasion,  and  the  vessel  was  constrained  to  carry  a  ili- 
vision  of  troops  to  Jaculata. 

(i)  No  fuither  particulars  respecting  this  case  appear. 

(A)  The  vwsel  was  employed  to  tranaport  troops  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Jaculata.  Original  papers  sent  to  the  Iegati<n 
at  Mexico. 

(l)  The  aeizQrt  was  made  at  Tampico,  for  an  alleged  intent  to  auppiy  with  provislona  the  Spanish  invading  amy. 

(/n)  The  seizure  was  made  during  the  Spanish  invasion. 

fn)  The  claimant,  who  waa  maater  of  the  vessel,  was  imprisoned  six  weeks  for  no  apparent  cause.  * 
0^  The  claim  in  this  case  is  for  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Mr.  Uenera  in  favor  of  Uie  claimant,  when  Mr.  H.  wu 
appointed  minister  to  the  .United  States,  and  for  supplies  sent  to  Mexico  by  his  direction. 

(p)  The  captain  contracted  to  cany  150  soldtera  from  Matamoras  to  Galveston ;  on  tliepi«age  he  and  his  mate  w«rt 
caaselsisly  murdered  by  the  soldiers,  and  the  vessel  taken  possession  of. 
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Meanean  Affain* 


[25thCoire.  Ut  8x»s. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO—ConUDued. 


Name  of  the  claimant 


80.  J.  W.    Breedlove,   and 

others. 
31.  E.  K,  Colliaa  - 


Jackson  Marine    Tnsu- 
rance  Company. . 


Date  of  the  act  complained  of. 


33.  Aaron  Leggett 


March  16,  1829 
Since  April  5,  1832 

June  21,  1832 

1832 


Name  of  the  Teaaol,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seized, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


Brig  General  Morales  seized 

and  detained  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Discriminating  tonnage  duties 

exacted  in  contravention  of 

the  treaty. 
Schooner  Brazoria  seized  db 

employed  in  the   Mexican 

service. 
Steamboat  Hidalgo  seized  and 

employed  in  the  Meiiean 

service. 


Amount  Claimed. 


$8,826.  (a) 
$6,000. 

$7,216.  {b) 

#786,607  72.  (r.) 


(a)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th  of  January,  1829,  with  no  cargo,  but  with  an  excess  of  provisions, 
as  it  was  understood  that  she  was  to  be  sold  and  fitted  out  as  a  prTvateer  in  the  Mexican  service.  In  the  night  of  tho 
2d  of  February,  52  kegs  of  gunpowder  were  surreptitiously  iotroduced  on  boaid  of  har  from  a  schooner  just  arrived  from 
New  Orleans.  On  the  20th  the  whole  of  the  powder  and  provisions  were  forcibly  seized  and  carried  from  the  vessel  by 
order  of  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  provisions  were  subsequently  restored ;  and  as  the  vessel  could  not  be  sold 
for  the  purpose  for  which  ^e  had  been  destined,  she  was  cleared  out  for  New  Orleans  or  the  16th  of  March.  On  the 
same  day,  after  she  had  been  cleared  out,  the  captain  of  the  port,  accompanied  by  about  thirty  men,  suddenly  repaired 
on  board  and  seized  the  vessel.  The  legality  of  the  seizure  was  contested  in  the  Mexican  courts,  who  eventually  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  claimants,  and  the  vessel  was  restored  on  the  1 2th  of  October,  1830.  The  claim  is  for  the  deten- 
tion of  the  .brig,  and  the  coiuMsquent  losses.  The  pretext  for  the*seizorc  was  her  having  the  gunpowder  on  board,  which 
was  contrary  to  the  Mexican  laws. 

{b)  On  the  2Ut  of  June,  1832,  whilst  the  vessel  was  lying  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  she  was  seized  by  John  Austin, 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  and  employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahuac.  During  the  attack 
she  was  so  much  injured  that  the  owners  abandoned  her  to  the  underwriters,  who  claim  the  amount  specified  of  the 
Mexican  Govern  men  L 

(c)  On  the  18th  of  November,  1831,  the  claimant  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Mexican  State  of  Tabasco  the 
grant  of  an  exclusive  privilege  to  use  steamboats  on  the  waters  of  that  State  for  the  period  often  years.     He  according- 
ly sent  thither  a  steamboat  called  the  Hidalgo,  which  arrived  on  the  1 9th  df  June,  1832.     She  was  to  be  employed 
chiefly  in  transporting  logwood  to  the  coast,  and  the  claimant  had  entered  into  contracts  with  several  individuals  in  the 
interior   for  all  the  logwood  they  had   cut  down  in  1831,   and  might  cut  down  in  1882,  1833,  and  1884.    He  also 
purchased  and  chartered  wveral  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  logwood  away.     The  steamboat  commenced  her 
(rips  ou  the  28th  of  June,  1832,  by  going  down  the  river  to  Frontera,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  fort  there  was  taken  by  an 
invading  force  from  the  neighboring  States  of  Chiapas  and  Yucatan,  with  a  view  to  compel  Tabasco  to  recede  from  its 
decJaration  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna.     The  garrison  retreated  into  the  town,  and  would  have  been  obliged  to  surrendef, 
had  not  the  Hidalgo  chanced  to  be  there ;  they  rushed  on  board  of  her,  and  forced  the  master  to  convey  them  immedi- 
ately to  the  capital  of  ttie  State.     On  the  2d  of  July,  Don  Mariana  Martinez,  the  commander-ia-chief  of  Santa  Anna's 
forces  in  that  quarter,  sent  an  order  to  the  commander  of  the  steamboat  to  hold  her  at  his,  the  commander's  disposaf, 
and  the  order  was  accompanied  by  a  file  of  soldiers  to  enforce  it ;  and  on  the  6lh  another  order  was  sent  requiring  the 
steamboat  to  be  omployod  for  the  transportation  of  troops,  and  she  was  so  employed  fVom  the  30th  of  June  to  the  2d 
of  August,  1632 ;  and  the  ciptain  and  crew  were  obliged,  by  threats  of  personal  violence,  and  even  of  death,  to  submit 
to  the  orders  of  the  officers  sent  on  board. 

Xhie  detention  of  the  steamboat  was  the  primary  cause  of  all  the  subsequent  disasters  ot  the  claimant.     The  vessels 
fvhicU  were  to  carry  away  the  logwood  all  arrived  at  Tabasco  from  the  16th  of  June  to  the  6th  of  July ;  but  finding  no 
cargoes  ready  for  them,  that  tho  steamboat  had  been  seized,  and  that  owing  to  the  distracted  state  of  the  country  it  was 
not  probable  that  cargoes  could  lie  procured,  they,  early  in  August,  set  sail  for  the  ports  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
longed ;  and  the  captains  and  owners  of  the  vessels  have  since  demanded  of  tho  claimant  the  penalties  of  the  charter 
parlies,  which  he  has  paid  to  the  extent  of  his  means.    The  detention  of  the  steamboat  also  led  to  the  loss  of  the  profits 
which  the  claimant  reasonably  expected  to  derive  from  the  contracts  referred  to.     Her  employment,  too,  in  the  service 
df  SanU  Anna  eventually  led  to  her  loss:  for,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1832,  having  stopped  at  Jonuta,  she  suddenly 
Glled  with  water  and  sunk  ;*  the  claimant  thereupon  proceeded  to  Laguna,  in  Yucatan,  to  get  persons  to  assist  in  raising 
)er.     On  hi«  arrival,  ho  was  summoned  into  the  presence  of  the  commandant  general  of  the  place,  who,  when  informed 
>f  his  object,  refused  himself  to  aid  tho  claimant,  and  forbade  the  inhabitanU  of  Laguna  from  succoring  him,  alleging, 
ks  a    reaaon,  that  the  steamboat  had  been  the  cause  of  the  victory  of  Santa  Anna's  party  on  the  25th  July.     The 
chooner  Consolation,  belonging  to  the  claimant,  was  seized  and  compelled  to  transport  troops  of  the  party  opposed  to 
^anta  Anna.     After  her  release,  she  was  again  seized  by  a  magistrate  of  Santa  Anna's  party,  because  of  having  been 
mployed  in  the  service  of  his  adversaries ;  the  captain  was  put  in  the  stocks,  and  the  vessel  finally  became  unscaworthy 
a  consequence  of  her  detention.     The  brig  John,  belonging  to  the  claimant,  was  also  detained  by  oflloers  of  Santa 
inna's  party,  and  the  captain  imprisoned.     Dennis  Gahagan,  one  of  the  claimant's  agents,  was  likewise  imprisoned ; 
Urs«  vum  in  specie  was  extorted  from  the  claimant  by  the  military  officers  at  San  Juan  6autii«ta,  in  August,  1832. 
•he  losses  brought  upon  the  claimant  by  the  incidenU  above  detailed,  were  the  proximate  cause  of  the  bankn/)ptcy  of 
le  commercial  house  of  which  he  was  a  partner,  in  New  York. 
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Mexican  Affairs, 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO— Continued. 


Name  of  the  vessel,  and  na- 

Name of  the  claimant. 

Date  of  the  act  complained  of 

ture  of  the  property  seized,  or 

Amount  claimed. 

of  the  act  complained  of. 

V 

3%  William  McKeige 

April  2,  1824 

Brig  Industry 

$11,006  68.  (a) 

35.  New  York  Sute  Marine 

May  2,  1832 

Brig  Ophir  - 

Not  stated.     Valae  of 

Insurance  Company ; 

vessel  supposed  to  be 

Commercial  Inturance 

#20,000.  ib) 

Company ;  Union  In- 

surance Company. 

36.  Thomas  Early,  Francis 

May,  1835   - 

The  Schooner  Martha  seized 

Not  sUted.  (c) 

Early,  RufusTornage, 

and  condemned,  A,  the  claim- 

Albert G.  Fugua. 

ants  imprisoned. 

37.  A.  de  0.  Santangelo    - 

25th  June,  1835       - 

Unjustly  &  illegally  banished 

$100,000.  ((f) 

38.  PeterHarmony,LeRoy, 

October,  1822 

Specie  seized  on  the  way  from 

$16,000.   (e) 

Bayard,  Sc  Co. 

Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz. 

39.  Peter  Harmony 

Same            ... 

Same           ... 

$6,587.  (/) 

(d)  On  the  10th  March,  1834,  the  captain,  who  is  the  claimant,  applied  at  the  custom-house  in  Tabasco  for  a  clear- 
ance, but  was  informed  that  the  district  judge  had  attached  the  vessel  upon  the  pretext  that  iI^jb  forescuttle  was  not  sealed 
when  she  arrived.  On  the  12th,  the  captain  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  thirteen  days,  and  was  only  released  upoo 
the  condition  of  paying  Rogas,  the  district  judge^  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  He  then  applied  for  a  ckaraore, 
which  was  refused,  unless  he  would  pay  a  further  sum  of  fifly  ounces  in  gold.  On  the  2d  of  April,  after  being  again 
arrested  and  harassed  for  a  pretended  debt  due  one  of  his  crew,  he  again  applied  for  a  clearance,  which  was  granted  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  collector.  He  set  out  with  the  vessel,  but  was  ordered  back  by  the  judge,  who  declared  be 
should  not  go  until  he  paid  the  fifty  ounces  of  gold.  The  vessel  was  then  abandoned,  and  the  judge  sold  her  and  her 
cargo  and  pocketed  the  proceeds. 

(6)  About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  May,  1835,  the  vessel  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Campeche.  About 
noon  she  was  visited  by  the  captain  of  the  port  and  health  officers,  to  whom  the  captain  exhibited  his  Hat  of  crew,  the 
triplicate  invoices  of  the  caigo,  and  the  triplicate  general  manifest.  The  interpreter  informed  the  captain  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  carry  the  invoices  only  to  the  custom-house.  The  master  then  went  ashore  with  the  captain  of  the  port 
in  his  boat,  and  presented  the  invoices  at  the  custom  house.  A  young  man  just  beginning  to  learn  English  acted  •■ 
interpreter.  The  collector  immediately  addressed  a  written  complaint  to  the  district  judge,  stating  that  the  captain  bad 
not  presented  the  triplicate  general  manifests  required  by  law  to  be  giren  aboard  the  vessel  whilst  in  the  act  of  anchor- 
ing, and  that  he  had  stated  that  be  had  not  made  out  such  manifesto,  the  captain's  answer  being  mistaken  or  misinter- 
preted. The  captain,  suspecting  that  it  was  intended  to  ensnare  him,  set  out  on  his  return  to  his  vessel,  but  owing  1e 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  did  not  find  her  till  next  morning.  He  presented  his  gen- 
eral manifest  to  the  revenue  ofiScer  on  board,  who  sent  it  to  the  custom-house.  On  the  same  day  (2d  May)  the  brig 
was  boarded  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  her  sails  carried  on  shore,  an  armed  guard  placed  on  board,  and  she  condemned- 
(c^  The  vessel  arrived  at  Galveston  bay  on  the  3d  of  May,  1835,  and  came  to  anchor  under  the  stem  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government  schooner  Montezuma.  An  ofiicer  from  her  repaired  on  board  the  Martha,  examined  the  papers,  and 
complained  that  the  passengers  had  no  passports,  and  that  there  were  articles  on  board  not  included  in  the  manifiest.  A 
guard  of  twelve  men  was  then  sent  to  the  Martha.  Some  of  the  passengers  having  been  invited  by  the  pilot  of  the  pott 
to  go  ashore  next  day  to  hunt,  two  of  three  of  them  were  loading  their  guns  in  the  cabin  to  be  in  readinesv  the  neit 
morning,  when  one  of  the  guards  looking  down  and  seeing  them  reported  the  circumstance.  Two  boats  were  immedi' 
ataly  sent  from  the  Montezuma  to  the  Martha,  all  the  passengers  forced  into  them,  carried  to  the  Montezuma  and  con- 
fined under  the  hatches.  The  next  morning  the  Lieutenant  Commandant  went  with  some  of  his  men,  provided  with 
crowbars,  adzes,  axes,  &c.  and  searched  the  Martha,  breaking  open  the  barrels  and  boxes  ;  after  which  thej  retamed, 
released  the  passengers,  and  sent  them  back  to  their  own  vessel ;  though  the  passengers,  who  had  saddles  on  board  fbi 
their  own  use,  had  them  taken  from  them  under  plea  that  they  were  new  and  had  not  been  used.  On  the  6th  of  Mij 
the  Lieutenant  Commandant  again  repaired  on  board  the  Martha,  and  after  searching  the  passengers'  trunk5^  took  iS 
their  arms  from  them  and  put  them  in  his  boat.  He  then  called  up  the  black  steward  of  the  Martha  and  told  hini  i» 
point  out  those  of  the  passengers  who  were  concerned  in  loading  the  guns  on  the  evening  of  the  3d.  When  the  Stew- 
ard had  pointed  them  out,  the  Lieutenant  said  that  he  was  going  to  make  the  Martha  a  prize,  and  to  take  the  foor  pas- 
sengers pointed  out  by  the  steward  prisoners  to  Vera  Cruz.  They  were  consequently  ordered  into  the  boat  and  takes 
on  board  the  Montezuma.  The  next  day  the  other  passengers  were  sent  under  the  charge  of  an  officer  to  Anahnac  aad 
there  released.  On  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz  the  Montezuma  stopped  at  Matamoraa,  and  in  consequence  of  the  orgest 
solicitations  and  remonstrance  of  our  consul  there,  the  four  Americans  confined  on  board  were  liberated.  The  Martk 
was  taken  to  Vera  Cruz,  tried  and  condemned. 

(d)  The  person  in  question  was  ordered  to  leave  Mexico  in  three  days,  upon  a  charge  of  having  published  an  arti<ieia 
a  newspaper  animadverting  upon  the  administration  of  President  Santa  Anna.  He  claims  the  amount  specified  for  kMes 
sustained  in  consequence  of  the  act 

(c)  The  seizure  is  represented  to  have  been  mode  by  officers  of  Iturbidc,  and  the  money  to  have  been  carried  to  Pt- 
rota  and  converted  to  his  use. 

(/)  A  similar  case  to  the  preceding. 
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CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO— Continued. 


Name  of  the  cltimtnt. 

Dale  of  the  act  complained  of 

tare  of  the  property  seized, 
or  the  act  complained  of. 

Amount  claimed. 

40.  Not  stated       . 

41.  NotiUted 

42.  HeirgofJaroe*P.  Wal- 

lace. 

43.  J.  F  Lund      - 

44.  ... 

45.  -            -             - 

46.  John  Baldwin  - 

1835 
1836 

18«6 

1836 
1836 
1836 
1831 

Brig  Jane,  schooner  Compeer, 
and  other  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

Forty  casks  of  brandy 

Mules  on  Itoard  brig  Jane 
8choon?r  Eclipse      • 
Schooner  Northampton 

Not  stated,  (a) 
Not  stated.  (6) 

W 

Not  stated,  (e) 
Not  stated.  (/) 

(a)  The  captain  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  together  with  five  persons,  passengers  in  her,  were  seized  at  Matagorda,  in 
Texas,  and  carried  to  Matamoras  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo.  The  Bravo  is  also  represented  to  have  fired 
upon  the  Hannah  and  Elisabeth. 

(fi)  Detained  by  the  authorities  of  MiLtamoras  in  viotation  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty. 

(c)  The  property  was  shipped  at  New  Orleans  on  board  of  the  United  States  merchant  schooner  Felix,  which  was 
captured  by  a  Meiican  cruiser. 

{d)  Detained  at  Tabasco. 

{t)  Wrecked  on  the  Meiican  coast. 

(/)  Personal  injuries  at  Minotitlsn,  in  Mexico. 

NoTx.— There  are  other  claims  which  were  presented  to  the  Mexican  Government  by  the  Representative  of  the 
United  States  without  waiting  for  the  directions  of  the  Department. 


UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

MtBMOge  from  the  Prfiiident  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Hoiue  of  RepreHniaihesy  transmitting  the  information 
required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Hutue  of  Reyreseniatives 
upon  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  the  political  reia- 
iions  beitoeen  the  United  Stales  and  Mexicog  also,  on 
the  condition  of  Texas, 

>  To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
raaentatives  of  the  17th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  Stata,  together  with  the  documenta  by 
which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WASBivoToir,  January  2^f  1887. 


DerARTMBiTT  or  Stats, 

Washington  January  25,  1837. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  in* 
stRnt,  requesting  the  President  to  lay  before  that  House,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  intarcsts,  any  information 
in  his  possession,  showing  tHe  condition  of  the  politicol  re* 
l:ftti«ns  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and,  also, 
any  further  information  that  he  may  have  received  on  the 
condition  of  Texas,  has  the  honor  herewith  to  communi- 
cate copies  of,  and  extracta  from,  such  papers  in  this  De- 
partment as  are  deemed  necessary  to  show  the  present  state 
of  the  political  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic.  Since  the  return  of  the  agent  who  was 
flent  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Texas,  no  additional 
information  has  been  received  on  that  subject.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  FmT.%innT  of  the  United  States. 

UST  OF  PAPERS. 
Idr.  SUis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  June  33,  IBB6. ^Extract. 


The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  May  30,  1836. 
Mr.  Monastorio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  10,  1886,  Translation. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  17, 1886.  Translation. 
Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monastorio,  June  15,  1886.     Transla- 
tion. ^ 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Foray th«  July  13,  1836.— E;elrac/. 
Commodore  Dallas  to  Mr.  Robertson,  April,  36,  1836. 
Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez,  May  3,  1886. 
General  Gomez  to  Mr.  Robertson,  May  8,  1886.     Trans- 
lation. 
Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomei»  May  4,  1836« 
The  same  to  Mr.  Ellis,  May  6,  1836. 
Lieutenant  Osbom  to  Mr.  Robinson,  May  6,  18.36. 
Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez,  May  5,  1886. 
Genera]  Gomez  to  Mr.  Robertson,  May  6,  1836.     Trana- 

lation. 
I  Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez,  May  6,  1886. 
Mr.  Monastorio  to  Mr.  Ellia,  June  14,  1836.  Translation. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  June  16,  1836. 

Mr.  Monastorio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  31,  1836.  Tranrlation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monastorio,  June  36,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Robertson,  June  29,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  16,  1836. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Monsstorio,  March  8,  1836. 

Mr.  Monastorio  to  Mr.  Butler,  March  16,  1836.     Ttsns- 
Idtion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  July  30,  1836. 

Mr.  Coleman  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  May  18,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  June  6,  1836. — Extract. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  the  same,  October  11,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Septomber  36,  1836. 

Mr.  Monastorio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  8,  1836.     Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  4,  1886. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Munaatorio,  Septomber  P,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Septomber  13,  1836.  Ttans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  5,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  September  15,  1836. 
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Mexican  AJfain 


Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  EllU,  September  SI,  1686.  Traoi* 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellis*  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  September  20,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  £Uis,  September  37,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  11,  l836.--£d:^ae^ 

The  same  to  the  same,  October  35,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  October  20,  1836. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  21,  1636.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  10,  1886. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  November  4,  1836. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  8,  1636. — Extract. 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  9,  lSS6.^^Extraci, 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  Deoember  10,  1836. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Fonayth,  December  14,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  31,  1836 — Extract. 

Mr.  Perrine  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  4,  1836. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  JNovember  32,  1836. 

The  same  to  the  same,  December  1,  1836. — Extract. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  September  7,  1836. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  December  20,  1836. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  15,  1836. 

Mr.  BarroQgh  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  8,  1836. 

Mr.  mis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  October  14,  1836. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  December  9,  1806.— JBjr/roc/. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  January  12,  1837. 


Mr.  ElUaio  Mr.  Forsyth.— Extract. 

Ligation  or  the  Uxit£d  Statks, 

Mexico,  June  23,  1836. 
•  ••••• 

From  the  enclosed  papers,  (B,)  you  will  see  the  evasive 
and  uDsatisraotory  answer  given  to  my  note  of  the  80th  ul- 
timo, demanding  saiisfoction  of  this  Government  for  the 
outrage  committed  on  the  American  flag,  in  the  capture  of 
the  Hannah  Elizabeth  by  the  General  Bravo,  and  the  im- 
priwnment  of  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers. 

These  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression  are  daily  perpe- 
trated on  citisena  of  the  United  States,  and  every  succeed- 
ing application  for  redress  is  met  with  cold  neglect,  and,  no 
doubt,  with  a  secret  deternination  to  commit  simiiar  of- 
fences, seeing  that  they  have  heretofore  done  so  with  entire 
impunity.  If  a  satisfactory  explanation  is  not  given  of  this 
affair  in  a  short  time,  I  shall  fael  it  to  be  my  duty  to  corn- 
man  icate,  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  to  the  Mexican 
Government,  the  unaheiable  purpose  of  the  United  Slates 
not  to  submit  to  thes«  reiterated  aggresaions  upon  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  American  citizens.         •         •         • 


Mr.  Eilis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

Lv.nATioif  OF  THE  U.  S.  OF  Amebica, 

Mexico,  May  80,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charg6  d*aflaires  of  the  United  States 
of  Ameiica,  has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to 
the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  begs  leave  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  capture  of  an  American  vessel  by  the 
Mexican  armed  vessel  General  Bravo,  in  the  port  of  Mata- 
gorda, in  the  month  of  Novcml)er  last.  The  Hannnh 
Elizabeth,  of  New  Orleans,  sailed  from  that  port  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1835,  bound  to  Matagorda,  Texas;  and 
on  the  1 8th  of  the  same  month,  she  stranded  on  the  bar,  in 
attempting  to  enter  the  bay  of  Matagorda.  While  in  this 
unfortunate  condition,  she  was  fired  into  by  the  Mexican 
armed  vessel  of  war  General  Bravo,  boarded  by  twenty 
armed  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  two  officers,  who 
forcibly  took  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers  from  the 
wreck  on  board  the  bravo,  when  they  were  chained  in  the 
hold  of  that  vessel  until  their  arrival  in  Matagorda,  on  the 


3d  of  December,  1835.  They  were  then  landed  in  a  ntked, 
feeble  condition,  and  placed  ander  a  guard  of  soldiers  at  the 
Bravo  de  Santiago,  pillaged  of  their  clothes,  after  having 
been  on  abort  allowance  during  their  imprisomnent  on  boini 
the  General  Bravo. 

In  a  time  of  profound  peace  the  Hannah  Elizabeth  «u 
sailing  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  trade,  under  the  protection 
of  the  flag  of  a  neutral  and  friendly  Power,  and  she  had 
every  reason  to  calculate  on  the  hospitality  of  the  Mexicet 
Government  and  people,  and  more  especially  when  it  wm 
known  she  was  in  distress.  The  violence  oITered  to  her, 
under  such  circumstances,  I  am  well  persuaded,  ii  an  act 
of  injustice  coitimitted  without  the  knowledge  of  thii Gov- 
ernment ;  and  I  have  too  high  a  respect  lor  iu  chincter  to 
suppose,  for  a  single  moment,  it  will  sanction  an  onlraii 
directly  in  opposition  to  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  aod 
navigation,  subsisting  between  the  two  republics.  I  have 
been  informed  the  crew  and  passengers  have  been  set  at 
liberty ;  but  I  have  not  been  advised  of  the  rcleaae  of  the 
captain  of  the  Hannah  Blizabeth.  I  then,  in  compliance 
with  instructions  from  my  Government,  demand  the  imine- 
diate  release  of  this  individual,  ample  damages  for  the 
illegal  detention  of  himself  crew,  and  passengers,  and  ai 
apology  for  the  insult  to  the  flag  of  the  United  8tate»,  b; 
the  firing  of  the  General  Bravo  upon  the  Hanoth  Bliubeth. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  present  occasion  to  offin 
to  his  excellency  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  AlTsin  the 
assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Excellency 

The  Acting  MixisTsa  of  FoaEiesApriiM- 


Mr.  Monaeterio  to  Mr.  Ellia. 
[Translation!] 

Palace  of  the  Natiorai  (jrovEKirxsaT, 

Mexico,  June  10,  J836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  charged  with  the  defparcli 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  has  the  honor  to  iaf<»m 
Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis  that  he  has  this  day  conveyed  to  the 
Secretory  of  War,  with  a  view  to  his  suitable  advice,  bi* 
note  of  the  90th  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  captuia  of  the 
American  barque  Hannah  Elizabeth  by  the  Me^iesn,  call- 
ed General  Bravo;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  underasnei 
receives  a  reply,  he  will  make  it  known  to  Mr.  EUi«,  to 
whom,  in  the  interim,  he  renews  the  assuranoesofhii 
very  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MAHIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  Mr.  PowHATAV  Ellis, 

Chargi  HAffairu  of  the  United  State*  of  Amerkti, 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Eltit. 
[Translation.] 

PaLACB  of  the  NaTIOWAI.  GOTEBirillKT, 

Mexico,  June  17,  I83«. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  R^ 
lations,  charged  with  iUhdespatch,  has  the  honor  to  cncloie 
to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  a  copy  of  the  official  note 
which  he  has  received  from  the  Minister  of  War.  id  rc)«- 
tion  to  the  capture  of  the  American  schooner  flanntn 
Elizabeth  by  the  Mexican  General  Bravo,  on  which  su^^ 
ject  Mr.  Ellis  treated  in  his  note  of  the  30th  ultimo;  tbe 
undersigned  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  ren*** 
ing  to  him  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguiehed  con- 
sideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatak  £li.is, 

Chargi  (T Affaires  of  the  United  Stales  ofAmtrics. 
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[26th  GoRo.  l«t  SsBt. 


Mr.  Tvrntl  to  Mr,  MonatUrio, 
.[Translation.] 

OiTiex  ov  TBI  Skchetavt  or  War  awd  Marivx, 
MexieOt  June  15,  1836. 

To  the  official  note  of  your  excellency  of  the  1 0th  in- 
stant, upon  the  reclamation  which  the  cbargd  d'afiairea  of 
the  United  States  of  America  has  made  for  the  occurrence 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Matagorda,  towards  the  close  of 
tbe  year  last  past,  between  our  Testfel  of  war  **  Qeneral 
Bravo"  and  the  North  American  trader  « Hannah  Eliza- 
beth," I  ha^e  the  honor  to  reply  by  saying,  that  the  com- 
roandant  general  of  N.  Leon  and  Tamaulipas  has  been 
thia  day  instructed  to  communicate  a  summary  of  the 
whole  transaction,  in  order  that  the  corresponding  pro- 
visions may  be  decreed,  with  a  view,  to  secnre  more  and 
more  the  good  friendship  between  our  Government  and 
that  of  the  United  States.  I  reiterate  to  you  the  protesta- 
tions of  my  consideration. 

God  and  Liberty.  TORNEL.     , 

The  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  Rtlaiions. 

Copy:  Mexico,  June  17,  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

Mr.  EIU9  to  Mr.  Foray th.-- Extract. 
LMATiojr  ot  THB  Unites  States  of  Ameeica, 

Mexico,  Jttly  13,  1836. 
On  Tuesday  the  14lh  ultimo,  his  excellency  the  acting 
M  inisler  of  Foreign  Affairs  called  on  me  and  expressed  his 
surprise  that  an  American  squadron  should  have  made  its 
appearance  off  the  bar  of  Santa  Anna  de  Tamaulipas, 
ivith  the  avowed  intention  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the 
authorities  of  that  place  for  a  supposed  insult  offered  to  the 
American  consul  and  a  lieutenant  of  the  United  States 
Fchooner  Jefferson,  when  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  had  ar^  accredited  diplomatic  agent  residing  in  tbe 
Mexican  capital.  I  replied  that  I  had  not  been  apprized 
of  the  arrival  at  Tanipico  of  an  American  squadron,  and 
could  not,  therefore,  pretend  to  state  the  object  of  its  visit. 
As  I  could  not  give  him  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
object  of  such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  public  armed 
▼easels  of  the  United  States,  the  conversation  closed  by  his 
stating  that  he  would  address  me  a  note  on  the  subject, 
and  my  reply  that  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  give 
all  his  communications  the  most  prompt  consideration. 

Previous  to  this  interview,  I  had  received  from  our  con- 
sul at  Taropico  a  full  statement  of  the  alleged  outrage  com- 
plained of  by  Captain  Jackson,  of  the  United  States  schoon- 
er  Jefferson.     I  cannot  well  conceive  of  a  more  insulting 
and  hamiliating  indignity  offered  to  the  flag  of  a  friendly 
Power  thaa  that  manifested  in  tbe  seizure  and  imprison- 
ment of  Iiieutenant  Oaborn  and  boat's  crew,  when  that 
officer  landed  under-orders  to  eommnnicale  with  the  Ameri- 
can eoQsal.     The  paper  marked  A,  containa  all  the  facta 
in   TefiBffence  4o  the  improper  coaduct  of  the  oominandant 
fpeneral  at  Tamplco ;  and  that  marked  B,  the  currespond- 
«nce  between  Mr.  Monasterio  and  myself,  in  whieh  it  will 
be  aeeD  thia  Government  disavows  the  illegal  and  offensive 
«cto  of  that  officer,  and  has  removed  him  from  office,  with 
ain   asaurance  that  his  conduct  shall  be  investigated  by  a 
crourt^martialy  and  further  puniahment  inflioted  on  the  of- 
fipnder,  if  found  guilty. 

Tbeae  eonceseions,  in  that  spirit  of  friendship  and  (br- 
t»eaTatoce  which  the  United  States  have  always  shewn, 
'vrith  no  other  disposition  than  to  cultivate  the  most  amica- 
ble relations  with  thia  country,  I  have  been  hiduced  to  re- 
ocrive  as  a  satisfsction  for  the  injury  complained  of  in  my 
note  addreased  to  Mr.  Monasterio  on  the  16th  nltimo.  As 
CJaptain  Jackson  did  not,  nor  ask  permiasion  to,  enter  the 
port  of  Tampico  with  the  vessel  under  his  command,  I 
purposely  avoided  opening  the  question  of  the  right  of  thift 


Government  to  inhibit,  under  existing  circumstances,  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  enter  their  porta 
and  harbors.         ••••••• 

Hon.  JoHw  FoasTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathington  city. 

Commodore  Dallas  to  Mr,  Mobertton. 
UwiTBD  States  Frioats  Cohbtellation, 

Phisacoh  Bay,  April  26,  1836. 
Sib  :  Csptain  Jackson,  commanding  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  Jefferson,  acting  with  the  squadron  undeV 
my  command,  visits  Tampico  and  the  coast  of  Mexico,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering,  if  necessary,  every  assistance  in 
his  power  to  our  commerce. 

Any  information  you  may  give  him  conducive  to  that 
object  will  be  acceptable,  and  oblige 

Tour  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

To  Gkorgk  R.  Robebtsok,  Esq., 
U.  S.  Consul,  Tampico. 

Mr,  Robertaon  to  General  Gomez, 

AMERTciir  Cossulatk, 

Tampico,  May  3,  1836. 
Sir:  In  presenting  you  this  morning  the  lieutenant  of 
the  United  States  cutter  schooner  Jefferson,  which  arrived 
off  the  bar  this  morning,  the  subject  of  the  ri^ht  of  her 
coming  over  the  bar  was  discu^cd,  in  which  you  observed 
that  she  could  not  be  allowed  to  come  in,  unless  she  want- 
ed supplies,  or  was  in  distress. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  know  from  you, 
that  in  case  the  said  vessel  should  choose  to  make  the  at- 
temi>t  to  cross  the  bar,  whether  any  obstructions  would  be 
made  on  your  part  1 

An  early  answer  to  this  communication  will  confer  a 
favor  on  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  ROBERTSON. 
To  Don  Grrrorio  Gomez, 

Military  Commandant. 

General  Gomez  to  Mr,  Robertaon, 
[Translation.] 
Santa  Axka  se  Tamaulipas, 

May  3,  1836. 
I  reply  to  your  note  of  the  dd  instant,  in  order  to  inform 
you,  as  I  verbally  communicated  toHhe  lieotenant  of  the 
armed  schooner  Jefferson,  that  I  would  not  allow  the  said 
vessel  of  war,  nor  any  other  of  any  nation,  to  enter,  nnleaa 
in  case  of  urgent  need  of  repairs ;  if  you  should,  aa  you 
hint  in  your  aforesaid  note,  endeavor  to  enter,  I  have  the 
means  of  sustaining  the  honor  of  the  nation,  which  would 
be  Ottlraged  by  auch  a  proceeding.  It  appears  to  me  very 
atrange  that  you  diould  make  such  a  declaration.  This  I 
say  in  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  which  has  induoed 
my  resolution. 
God  and  liberty.  GREGORIO  GOMEZ. 

To  Gbobob  R.  RoBEnTseir,  Esq., 
Gonaulofthe  U,  S,  of  North  America  in  thia  port. 

Mr,  Robertson  to  General  Gomez. 

AMSBir.ATr  C0RSUX.ATR, 

Tampico,  May  4,  1836. 
8ib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
youi  official  note  of  yesterday,  and  observe  by  its  contents 
4hat  a  very  great  miatafce  was  made  by  thetranalatorof  my 
letter  from  English  to  Spanish,  of  the  word  <*atentado«" 
It  waa  never  intended  to  be  uard  by  me^  and,  as  a  proof 
of  which,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  note  in  Eng6ah. 
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With  respect  to  the  subject  of  ray  commanioation  ef 
yesterday,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  an  American  man-of- 
war  has  been  sent  for,  at  the  request  of  the  American  mer- 
chants, and  one  that  could  cross  the  bar ;  and  the  fact  of 
your  preventing  her  from  entering  the  river,  I  cannot  but 
view  as  an  act  in  hostility  to  the  present  friendship  ami 
good  understanding  which  eiists  between  the  two  countries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Qen.  Ghegobio  Goxbz^  &c. 

Mr.  Robertson  in  Mr.  EWa. 

CoNSULATtOT  THE  U.   8.  OP  AMiaTCA. 

TampxeOf  May  ff,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  Sd  instant,  the 
United  States  schooner  cutter  Jef&rson,  Captain  Jackson, 
anchored  oflf  this  port  direct  from  Pensacola,  having  been 
sent  here  by  order  of  Commodore  Dallas.  When  the  ves- 
sel first  appeared  ofT,  a  signal  was  made  that  she  was  of  a 
suspicious  character,  which  appeared  to  create  some  alarm. 
A  short  time  after,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  cutter  came 
up  and  presented  bis  letters  to  me,  not,  however,  without 
an  oflicer  at  his  side  to  present  him  to  the  military  chief, 
Don  Gregorio  Gomez.  At  the  time  of  presenting  the  lieu- 
tenant, the  commandant  received  a  note  from  the  bar,  in 
which  he  observed  that  the  lieutenant  had  said  that  the 
schooner  was  coming  into  tho  river.  I  observed  that  Cap- 
tain Jackson  had  not,  in  his  note  to  me,  expressed  any 
such  wish,  thinking  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  ask 
permission  for  a  friendly  flag  to  enter  the  river.  He  replied 
that  he  would  not  permit  her  to  come  in ;  after  which,  I 
addressed  him  a  note.  Copies  of  our  correspondence  are 
herewith  enclosed. 

It  appears  that,  after  I  had  presented  the  lieutenant  as  an 
American  oflicer,  my  assertion  was  not  believed,  for  they 
not  only  doubled  their  guards,  but  sent  about  fifiy  men  to 
the  entrance  of  the  river;  which  has  created  double  the 
hostile  feeling  against  the  Americana  that  previously  ex- 
isted, the  first  cause  of  which  I  attribute  to  the  present  war 
in  Texas.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  this  vessel  has  been 
treated  more  like  an  enemy  than  a  friend.  I  beg  that  this 
subject  may  be  presented  to  this  Government  without  de- 
Ifiy,  and  to  know  if  United  States  vessels  of  war  shall  be 
debarred  from  coming  into  port.  I  have  frequently,  at  the 
request  of  the  American  merchants  in  this  place,  written 
to  Pensacola  for  small  vessels  of  war  that  could  cross  the 
bar,  in  order  to  give  better  protection  to  the  American  ccim- 
merce  in  case  of  nAd.  This  vessel  has  been  sent  for  that 
object;  but  it  seems  that  the  military  commandant  has 
taken  it  as  an  insult,  aad  has  treated  the  subject  ac- 
cordingly. 

As  this  country  has  been  so  often  the  scene  oi  civil  war- 
fare, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  It  is  not  in  their  power 
at  all  times  to  give  that  protection  to  foregn  commerce 
which  is  required  :  so  that,  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  if  vessels 
of  war  are  debarred'from  coming,  we  are  naturally  left  with- 
out any  protection  whatever. 

I  encloee  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
Lieutenant  Oabom,  of  the  schooner  Jel^rson,  who  came 
on  shore  yesterdjy,Ji)T  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  and 
bis  boat's  crew  were  grossly  insulted,  by  being  imprisoned, 
and  myself  treated  in  a  manner,  as  a  public  agent,  that 
no  Government  ought  to  aUow.  I  have  resided  in  this 
country  as  American  consul  for  twelve  years  past,  and  this 
is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  had  any  dispute  with  the  au- 
thorities of  the  place,  and  I  attribute  the  whole  to  the  exist- 
ing warhre  now  raging  in  Texas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  very  obedient,  humUe 
servan^  GEO.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  P.  Ettte,  Esq., 

Chargi  ^Affairu,  Meaneo. 


LieuteruaU  Osbomto  Mr.  RoberUon. 

Tamv ico,  May  6,  1836. 
SiB  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  left  the  United  Stales 
schooner  Jefferson  this  morning,  by  orders  of  Captain  Jick- 
son,  to  communicate  with  you  ;  that  on  our  arrival  'm  the 
river,  I  was  put  in  custody  of  an  officer,  and  lent  to  ihi 
town.  On  our  arrival,  I  was  taken  to  a  hoose  in  front  of 
the  river,  where  I  had  been  but  a  short  time  before  your 
arrival.  When  in  the  act  of  speaking  to  you,  I  ondentood 
the  officer  whom  I  was  with  to  say  that  you  coaM  not 
speak  with  me.  That  I  wtfs  marched  to  the  hoaie  of- the 
military  commandant,  and  there  examined; andaftenruds 
was  told  that  I  could  go  and  see  my  consul.  My  boat's 
crew  informed  me  that,  during  my  absence,  they  were  put 
in  prison,  and  there  detained  for  a  length  of  linne. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  08BORN, 
2d  Lieut.  U.  S.  cutter  Jefferm. 
To  GeoBOK  R.  Robebtsoit, 

United  States  Consul,  Tampieo. 


Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez. 

Americav  Oohsulati, 
Tampieo,  May  5, 18S6. 

Sir  :  The  object  of  the  present  oommunicatioQ  is  U)l^ 
quire  from  you  immediate  satisfaction  for  the  very  groa 
insult  offered  to  the  American  flag,  and  to  myself,  ai  con- 
sul of  the  United  States. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  boat  belonging  to  the  United  Statoi 
schoner  Jefferson,  the  lieutenant  was  taken  prisoner,  ud 
myself  not  allowed  to  speak  to  him  ;  the  boat's  crew  were 
put  in  prison  during  the  pleasure  of  the  officer  who  pot 
them  there. 

To  avoid  further  dispute  respecting  this  vessel,  I  reqcert 
an  answer  as  soon  as  possble. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  R.  ROBERTSOX. 

To  Gen.  Gavooaio  Goxxz, 

Commanding  this  Department. 


General  Gomez  to  Mr.  Robertson. 
[Translation.] 
Santa  Akka  ds  Tamavlvas, 

May  5,  1836. 

My  aid-de-camp,  Mr.  Alexander  YanlaG,  by  my  order, 
has  given  you  satisfaction  for  what  you  demand  reclimi- 
tion  as  an  insult,  but  which  was  only  a  precaulioo  oa 
the  part  of  the  ofiker  of  the  bar.  In  the  act,  saitabie 
orders  are  given  l^  which  the  oflleer  and  crew  may  fredy 
commanicate  with  this  place,  as  my  aforaeaid  aid  hasgiv«t 
you  to  understand ;  this  hangfaty  official  call  appetriogio 
me,  afler  I  had  given  you  verbal  aatisfaction,  sapenbsn* 
dant,  wasting  time,  and  giving  acopa  to  dissgreeaUe  ds* 
putes^  which  I  hope  yon  will  now  ahan,  as  tbe  oeeeiatf 
for  them  is  at  an  end,  since  I  perceive  they  weresnughtby 
you  only  as  motives  for  disconJ  and  disagreement  by  wiudi 
to  provoke  these  ( ommunications,  and  which  ultimately  wiH 
weigh  against  yourself;  inasmuch  aa  I  find  myself  in  i 
altoation  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  nation  which  I  repte* 
sent,  whilst  you  have  an  open  door  through  which  to  nin 
to  your  Government  in  case  you  believe  yourself  at  fsult  ffl 
any  particular. 

This  I  say  to  you  in  reply  to  your  laat  note  on  tbe  m^ 
ject     God  and  liberty. 

GREGORIO  GOMEZ^ 
'    To  the  CoirttTL  of  the  United  SUOeefor  thtsport. 
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Mr.  RoberUon  to  General  Gomez. 

AmERICAIV  COKSUIITV, 

Tampico,  May  5,  1836. 

Sm  :  When  our  correspondence  commf^ncecl  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  United  Stales  schooner  of  war  Jefierson  appear- 
ing off  this  port,  I  did  not  anticipate  for  a  moment,  that 
any  word  or  expression  ^ouXd  be  used  that  could  possibly 
give  offence  on  either  side. 

I  was  entirely  una  wars  that  the  royal  order  of  the  lath 
of  June,  1771,  was  in  force  in  this  port,  particularly  as  I 
have  myself  seen  both  British  and  American  vessels  of  war 
in  this  river,  without  the  slightest  information  from  any  of 
the  authorities  that  they  were  contravening  the  laws  of  the 
land.  In  regard  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  which 
yoa  allude,  I  have  perused  it  with  attention,  and  am  unable 
to  perceive  that  it  has  any  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
•  The  refusal  to  permit  a  national  vessel  of  the  United 
States  into  this  port  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary,  that 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  ask  from  you  a  declaration  in 
writing,  lest  I  migbt,  in  conversation,  have  misconstrued 
your  meaning.  This,  and  this  only,  produced  my  note  of 
the  3d  instant,  and  to  this  it  was  confined.  You  will  find, 
by  a  reperusal,  that  I  by  no  means  insisted  on  the  entrance 
of  the  vessel,  as  you  state  in  your  communication  of  yester- 
day's date,  nor  even  did  T  adc  permission. 

As  respects  the  indecorous  lahguage  to  which  you  allude, 
I  aai  unconscious  of  having  used  any,  and  it  remains  for 
you,  sir,  to  point  it  out.  I  most  willingly  disclaim  any  in- 
tention of  the  kind,  having,  in  all  my  intercourse  with  the 
aathorities  of  this  country,  trested  them  with  unvaried  re- 
spect. 

It  certainly  does  appear  that,  when  an  American  roan-of- 
wftr  is  off  this  port,  she  is  treated  more  like  an  enemy  than 
a  fiiend.  The  greatest  anxiety  was  exhibited  at  the  bar,  a 
short  time  since,  when  the  United  States  ship  St.  Louis 
arrived,  but  much  more  so  when  the  schooner  Jefferson  ap- 
peared off.  T  cannot  conceive  it  as  treating  the  American 
flag  with  proper  respect,  that  when  an  officer  comes  on 
shore  he  is  compelled  to  be  escorted  to  the  town  by  another; 
that,  of  itself,  implies  a  suspicion  that  the  vessel  is  not  of 
the  character  she  Is  represented. 

In  repl>  to  your  assertion  that  you  regard  my  represen- 
tations as  a  national  pretext  for  a  rupture  of  amicable  rela- 
tions between  our  respective  countries,  I  have  only  to  dis- 
claim it  as  totally  unfounded  and  unwarranted  by  the  facts 
of  the  case.  My  Government,  air,  uses  no  pretexts  for 
the  attainment  of  any  purpose ;  but  I  shall  make  no  further 
obeervatioiis  on  this  part  of  your  communication ;  it  will  be 
eubmitted  to  higher  powers  than  either  you  or  1.  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  upon  my- 
self all  the  responsibility  that  can  justly  fall  to  my  share  in 
thie  transaction.  G.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Gen.  Grxoorio  Gombz. 

Mr.  Mdnasterio  to  Mr.  Bilk. 
[Translation.] 
Palace  or  thk  National  Govkbhmkkt, 
Mexico,  June  H,  1836 
TThe  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  charged  with  the  despatch 
or   the  Department  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Relations,  has 
ttMm     honor  to  inform  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United 
8c&t«e  of  America  that,  on  the  1st  insUnt,  the  American 
Mri&ooner  of  war  Jefferson  presented  herself,  and  came  to 
in     the  port  of  Tampico;  on  which,  notice  was  given  her 
commander,  by  the  head  of  that  Department,  that  that  port 
.»ciwMg  cloaed  against  the  vessels  of  all  nations,  he  was  pro- 
ailsi^ed  free  communication.     The  schooner  continued, 
^c^t^vithstanding,  in  front  of  the  bar  until  the  4th,  when 
^m      made  sail,  after  having  spoken  with  the  American 
Vol..  XIV.— A  30 


sloop  of  war  the  Grampus,  of  eighteen  guns,  vi  hich  came 
to  in  front  of  the  bar.  On  the  following  day,  there  arri- 
ved also  another  American  corvette,  and  both  remain  an- 
chored there. 

The  commander  of  the  schooner  Grampus  directed  a 
note  to  the  principal  of  the  port,  informing  hfm  that,  by 
order  of  the  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India  station, 
he  had  come  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  him  rela- 
tive to  the  insult  which  he  bad  inflicted  on  the  American 
flag,  inasmuch  as  the  Jefferson,  when  seeking  communica- 
tion with  the  consul  of  her  country,  was  not  permitted  to 
enter ;  and  when  her  captain  resolved  to  communicate  with 
one  of  his  boats,  under  the  command  of  a  naval  officer, 
on  reaching  the  shore,  was  seized,  together  with  the  crew 
who  manned  it.  The  commandant  of  the  department  of 
Tamaulipas^  in  announcing  this  information  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  protests  that  the  relation  is  exaggerated 
(which  is  made  by  the  captain  of  the  Grampus)  upon  the 
inferred  maltreatment  of  the  American  officer;  and  saya 
(as  in  truth  is  the  case)  that  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  fortified  post  on  the  bar,  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  his 
dnty,  and  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  received 
and  detaiaed  (not  to  be  sent  to  prison,  but  as  a  precaution) 
the  said  officer  and  his  crew,  until  he  could  be  presented 
to  the  proper  authorities,  without  permitting  free  commu- 
nication before  complying  with  this  requisite;  and  he 
further  says  that,  at  the  moment  when  the  officer  was  pre- 
sented to  him  he  treated  him  with  decorum,  and  without 
any  harshness,  and  gave  him  permission  to  make  the  ne« 
ceasary  communication  ;  confirming,  moreover,  the  circum« 
sUnce  of  the  Jefferson  having  presented  herself  with  colors 
which  do  not  belong  to  American  ships  of  war  ;  and  that, 
having  made  to  the  consul  of  the  United  8utea.the  most 
sincere  explanations  for  an  accident  which  accompanied 
these  circumstances,  he  could  not  take  it  as  an  outrage  done 
to  the  flag  of  his  country. 

The  Supreme  Mexican  Government  cannot  but  obserya 
with  surprise  that,  having  an  agent  accredited  in  Mexico 
on  the  pari  of  the  United  States,  armed  vessels  should  come 
to  demand  satisfaction  for  an  action  which,  accord':ng  to 
the  foregoing,  has  been  noUiing  more  than  a  fulfilment  of 
the  Mexican  laws.  And  it  hopes  that  Mr.  P.  Ellis  will 
give  his  orders  that  the  said  vessels  shall  retire,  under  the 
formal  assurance  that  this  Government  is  ready  to  enter  in- 
to explanalions,  and  give  such  satisfaction  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, admittting  that  the  authorities  might  have  exceed- 
ed their  powers^  in  consideration  of  the  amicable  relations 
existing  between  th/e  two  nations,  and  which  it  is  iu  duty, 
as  it  is  its  desire,  to  protect  and  maintain,  and  to  bring  to 
punishment  whatever  Mexican  officer  may  prove  to  be  cul- 
pable. 

The  umlereigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reit- 
erate to  Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  the  assurances  of  his  high  considera- 
tion and  approval. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

To  Mr.  PowHATAW  Ellis, 
Charge  tT Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

LxoATioir  or  the  Umitkd  Statbs  ot  Akxrica, 
Mexico,  June  16,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Sutes 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  Uth  instant,  advising  fahn  of 
the  appearnaee  of  an  American  squadron  off  the  bar  of 
Tampico,  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the  authorities  of 
that  place»  for  an  insult  offined  to  the  American  flag,  in  the 
sebure  of  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of  the  United  Suiea 
cutter  Jeffisrson,  on  their  landing  to  communicate   with 
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the  American  coninl,  and  requestlngr  the  underngned  to 
order  taid  squadron  to  retire  from  \ta  present  position. 

To  comply  with  this  request  would  invalve  a  high  re- 
sponsibility, inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  the  representa- 
tive of  the  United  States,  unless  he  can  accompany  his 
orders  to  that  effect  with  an  assurance  that  a  previous  sat- 
isiactory  explanation  has  taken  place ;  and  this  is  the  more 
necessary,  since  he  is  not  officially  advised  by  his  Govern- 
ment of  the  precise  object  of  the  appearance  of  ihe  Ameri- 
can squadron  off  the  harbor  of  Santa  Annade  Tamaulipas. 
The  assurance  given  in  your  note,  *<  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  ready  to  enter  into  explanations,  and  give  such  sat- 
isfaction AM  may  be  necessary,  admitting  that  (he  authorities 
might  have  exceeded  their  powers,  in  consideration  of  the 
amicahio  relations  existing  tietwecn  the  two  nations,  which 
it  is  its  duty,  as  it  is  its  desire,  to  protect  and  maintain, 
and  to  bring  to  punishment  whatever  Mexican  officer  may 
prove  to  he  culpable,"  is  received  by  the  undersigned  as  an 
evidence  of  frankness  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government,  indicating  its  friendly  disposition  towards  the 
United  States  of  America,  fn  the  ssme  spirit  of  frankness 
«and  cordiality,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  for 
your  consideration,  the  original  papers,  marked  Nos.  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  5,  forwarded  to  this  legation  from  the  American 
consul  at  Tampico,  detailing  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  outrage  committed  on  the  American  flog.  The  seizure 
and  imprisonment  of  Lieut.  Osborn  and  his  boat's  crew, 
on  their  Iarv3ing;  the  refusal  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to 
extend  to  him  that  courtesy  due  to  an  officer  of  a  neutral 
Power,  after  his  character  was  known  ;  and  the  improper 
language  used  by  the  commsndant  general  to  the  Ameri- 
can consul,  in  his  correspondence  with  that  officer,  are  all 
circumstances  manifesting  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the 
TTnited  States,  which,  I  trust,  will  not  bo  countenanced  by 
this  Government. 

The  suggestion  made  by  the  commands nt  general,  that 
the  Jefferson  presented  herself  under  colors  which  do  not 
belong  to  American  ships  of  war,  I' am  inclined  to  think 
cannot  be  correct,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  when  en- 
tering the  ports  of  a  friendly  Power. 

Entertaining  the  same  opinion  with  your  excellency, 
that  the  authorities  in  Tampico  have  exceeded  their  just 
and  legal  powers,  I  trust  this  unpleasant  difficulty  may  be 
closed,  by  the  Mexican  Government  tendering  to  that  of 
the  United  States  an  spology  for  the  violation  of  its  un- 
questioned rights,  in  the  outrage  perpetrated  on  Lieut.  Os- 
born and  boat's  crew,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the  Ameri- 
can consul  St  Tampico ;  and  that  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government  cause  the  author  of  these  arbitrary  and  inde- 
fensible acts  to  be  punished. 

^  After  taking  copies  of  the  enclosed  documents,  have  the 
kindness  to  return  the  originals  to  this  office. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  present  accasion 
to  repeat  to  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Monaste- 
rio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  assurance 
of  his  distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  bis  Excellency 

The  AcTZKo  Miitistxb  of  Fomsieir  Affaibs. 

Mr,  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis, 

[Trapalation.] 

Pakacb  of  thx  Natiovai.  Gotxkkk skt, 

Mexico,  June  SI,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  Rela- 
tions charged  with  its  despatch,  has  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive the  note  of  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis,  dated  the 
16th  instant,  relative  to  the  dispute  which  has  arisen  be- 
tween the  miliury  coimnaadant  of  Tampico,  and  the  con- 


sul of  the  United  State*  for  that  city,  in  relation  to  tbe 
entrance  of  the  American  cutter  Jefferson.    Hig  excellency 
the  President  ad  interim^  to  whom  the  nndsnignsd  hu 
given  an  account  of  the  said  note  and  the  docamenU  which 
it  enclosed,  is  of  opinion  that  the  interpretation  which  the 
commandant  allwled  to  gave  to  certain  expressiona  of  the 
said  consul,  caused  him  to  reply  in  such  a  manner  th&the 
departed  from  the  frank  and  amicable  relations  of  both 
countries,  until  the  case  became  so  aggravated  that  an  in- 
suit  was  believed  to  have  been  committed  on  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  of  America.     Doubtless,  snchwaa not 
the  intention  of  that  officer,  who  knows  well  the  duties 
appertaining  to  his  employment,  and  the  respooiibilitj 
which  be  would  incur  if  he  should  wilfully  omit  to  protect 
the  just  claims  to  consideration  of  every  Power  friendly  to 
the   Mexican;   but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  Supreme 
Government  which  has  supplsnted  General  Don  Grrgorio 
Gomez,  in  the  military  commandancy  of  Santa  Anna  de , 
Tamaulipas,  by  substituting  in  his  stead  a  chief  whom  it 
flatters  itself  will  know  how  to  preserve  greater  harmooy 
with  the  agents  and  subjects  of  foreign  nations,  in  order  to 
render  more  clear  the  acts  relative  to  the  culUr  Jeffenon, 
has  ordered  a  summary  investigation  to  be  inititntcd, 
which,  by  putting  in  its  true  light  tbe  conduct  of  Mr.  Go- 
mez, will  apply  to  him.  the  punishment  he  deserves,  if  he 
should  prove  culpable,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who  may 
have  taken  any  part  in  the  affair  treated  upon. 

This  provision  of  the  Government  of  the  undeisigoed  ii 
the  best  guaranty  of  the  desiro  which  animates  it  to 
strengthen  iU  relations  with  tbe  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica ;  and  it  does  not  doubt  that  it  will  prove  the  most  un- 
pie  satisfaction  for  tlie  disagreeable  occurrence  under  cob- 
sideration ;  assuring  Mr.  P.  Ellis,  as  it  does  sssttre  him, 
that  so  far  from  the  military  commandant  of  Tampico  par- 
suing  orders  or  superior  instructions,  his  proceedings  ha?s 
merited  the  disapprobation  of  his  excellency  tbe  PresiM 
insomuch,  as  he  ought  on  no  account  to  have  pennilted 
the  entrance  into  that  port  of  any  vessel  of  war,  of  what- 
ever nation ;  yet  he  should  so  have  conciliated  this  st^ 
that  it  could  not,  in  the  roost  remote  degree,  be  undentood 
as  an  insult  offered  to  the  flag  that  might  be  carried. 

In  consideration  of  all  lhiB>  the  undersigned  flatters  hun- 
lelf  that  the  honorable  Powhatan  EUis  will  have  nohea- 
Ution  now  in  giving  his  orders  for  the  withdrawal  oi  the 
squadron  at  present  befdre  Tampico,  agreeably  to  whit 
|vas  indicated  in  his  note  of  the  14th  instant;  and  repljioi 
to  the  note  of  his  excellency  above  cited,  returning  ths 
documents  with  it  enclosed,  he  has  the  satisfaction  to  re- 
new to  him  the  assurance  of  his  very  distinguished  coaad- 
eration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO- 

Hon.  PowHATAir  Ellis, 

Charge  d'Affatree  V.  S.  of  America. 

Mr,  EIUm  to  Mr.  Monaaterio, 
LvsATioir  or  t»b  U.  S.  or  Airtmici, 

Mexico,  June  85, 1836. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  8tiW 
of  America,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  htf 
excellency,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affair*,  on*^ 
date  of  the  2 1  st  instant. 

In  consideration  of  the  frank  diaavowal  of  the  acta  of  tw 
military  commandant  of  Tampico,  made  by  Mr.  Mowj** 
rio,  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government,  and  tw 
assurance  given  that  that  officer  haa  already  been  itmow 
from  office,  and  the  determination  expressed  to  Insiitnii' 
court  of  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  the  summsry  *"'**|*J* 
tion  of  his  conduct,  and  to  his  punishment,  sbookl  nt 
prove  guilty ;  as  well  as  that  of  all  others  who  may  lj*« 
aided  or  abetted  in  the  outrage  on  tbe  American  H 
and  the  insult  to  the  Amerieui  coneul,  before  coiDjm^ 
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0^  th6  underiiga«d  i«  willing  to  acknowledge  th«  sufiicien- 
ey  of  thu  explanation,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  doe  execution 
of  the  promise  above  quoted,  to  order  a  ceesation  of  opera- 
tions by  the  American  squadron  now  before  Tampico,  so 
far  as  a  reclamation  for  the  said  outrage  and  insult  is  de- 
manded. 

The  undersigned  begs  Mr.  Monasterio  to  believe  in  his' 
renewed  assurances  of  consideration  and  respect. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Excellency 

The  AcTi.xe  Mististlh  of  Forsion  ArFiins. 

Mr,  Ellis  to  Mr.  Roheriwn. 

LX0ATI05  OF  THE  UxiTXV  8tATXS  07  AmRKIC4, 

Mexico,  June  S9,  1836.  . 

Sill :  The  unpleasant  disagreement  that  occurred  at 
Tampico,  early  in  May  lafft,  between  the  Mexican  author- 
ities and  the  American  consul  of  that  port,  has  been  ami- 
cably adjusted.  This  Government  has  made  an  apology 
Co  that  of  the  United  States,  for  the  insult  offered  to  its 
flag  in  the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of  Lieut.  Osborn  and 
boat*8  crew,  when  they  landed  at  Tampico ;  and  for  the 
rude  and  insolent  language  used  by  the  commandant  gen- 
eral to  the  American  consul,  in  his  correspondence  with 
that  officer  on  the  sul>ject  of  the  right  of  the  Uniteil  States 
schoonei  Jefferson  to  enter  the  port  of  Santa  Anna  de 
Tamaulipas.  After  one  or  two  interviews,  the  correspond- 
ence herewith  enclosed  took  pluce  between  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  myself ;  and  I  beg  you  will  have  the 
kindness  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it  to  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  squadron  off  the  bar  of  Tampico ;  and  be 
will  be  pleased  to  conform  to  tho  tenor  of  my  note  of  the 
2Sth  instant,  addressed  to  his  excellency  Jose  Marin  Ortiz 
Monoslerio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  unless  he 
has  positive  orders  to  the  contrary.  The  punishment  of 
General  Gregorio  Gomez,  the  author  of  all  this  mischief, 
fur  his  violent  and  indefensible  acts,  was  insisted  upon  as 
a  just  preliminary  to  the  final  arrangement  of  this  case. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

POWHATAX  ELLIS. 

To  Geori^e  R.  RoBKRTsnx,  Esq., 

United  Sialee  Conaul,   Tampico. 

Mr,  Ellin  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Leoatiox  of  thb  Uvitfd  &rATBS  or  Anebica, 
Mexico,  July  16,  1836. 
Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewilb,  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Butler  and  the  Mexican 
(Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  regard  to  the  outrage 
offered  to  William  A.  Slacnm,  Esq.,  as  bearer  of  despatches 
from  the  United  States  Government  to  this  legation.     My 
predecessor  viewed  the  note  of  Mr.  Monasterio,  addressed 
to  him  under  date  of  the  16lh  of  March,  1886,  as  an  am- 
ple apology  for  this  palpable  infraction  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  and  I  shall  so  consider  it,  unless  I  receive  your  in- 
structions to  the  contrary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
Hon.  Jon?r  Fohstth, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington  City. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Muncuterio. 

LL6ATI02f  of  thb  U.   S.  OF  AmERICA, 

Mexico,  March  8,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  rbarg<^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  Mr.  Monasterio 
A  commtmication  just  received  from  Mr.  William  A.  81a- 
cxMJXi,  an  officer  in  our  navy,  and  the  bearer  of  despatches 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  this  legation, 


in  which  he  details  the  outrage  and  indignity  offered  to 
him  by  cettain  subordinate  officers  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment ;  outrages  perpetrated  not  only  against  himself  per- 
sonally, but  an  indignity  offered  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  so  clearly  and  amply  narrated 
by  Mr.  Slacum,  in  his  communication  to  the  undersigned, 
that  the  Mexican  Government  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the 
extent  of  the  offence  committed,  nor  can  they  be  at  a  loss 
to  determine  as  to  the  reparation  due,  not  only  to  Mr.  Sla- 
cum personally,  but  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  indignity  offered  to  it  in  the  person  of  its  officers  and 
agents. 

Tt  cannot  be  necessary  to  cite  authorities  from  the  differ 
ent  treatises  on  national  law,  in  order  to  show  the  respect 
due  to  the  character  and  to  the  service  of  all  persons  em- 
ployed as  a  bearer  of  despatches  from  a  Government  to  its  di- 
plomatic agents,  as'it  is  presumed  that  the  subje<?t  is  familiar 
to  Mr.  Monasterio ;  the  undersigned  will,  however,  quote 
one  paragraph  from  Vattel,  the  modern  text-book  on  na- 
tional law,  to  show  tho  inviolability  enjoyed  by  all  persons 
employed  by  a  Government  as  messengers  with  its  official 
communications  to  its  ministers  abroad.  Vattel  says  that 
"couriers  sent  or  received  by  a  minister,  his  papers,  let- 
ters, and  despatches,  all  essentially  belong  to  the  embassy, 
and  are  consequently  to  be  held*  sacred ;  and  this  princi- 
ple has  received  the  universal  assent  of  the  civilized  world. 
Hence,  on  all  subjects  to  which  the  rule  will  apply,  the 
authority  is  paramount  and  supreme.  It  can  be  no  answer, 
then,  to  say  that  some  municipial  regulation  exists  which 
conflicts  with  the  privileges  granted  by  the  universal  rule 
,of  national  law,  and  that  the  right  of  sending  despatches 
has  been,  or  may  be,  restrained  or  modified  by  a  municipal 
regulation;  because,  in  such  event,  the  superior  power 
would  be  ruled  and  influenced  by  the  subordinate— present- 
ing a  political  anomaly  without  a  parallel.*' 

The  passport  received  by  Slacum,  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  is  herewith  enclosed,  and 
shows  cleariy  as  well  the  character  of  his  mission  as  the 
objects  of  his  journey  to  Mexico ;  and  is  in  the  usual  form 
of  such  documents  recognised  and  respected  by  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  procuring  for  tho  bearer  universally  the 
respect,  protection,  and  hospitality  due  to  his  character  and 
the  sacrednefs  of  the  charge  confided  to  him. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  &c  , 

ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

His  Ex.  JosB  Maria  Obtib  Mofastbrio,  ^c. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.] 

PaL4CC  or  THB  NaTIOFAI  GOTBRHMBITT, 

Mexico,  March  16,  1836. 
His  excellencv,  the  President  ad  interim,  being  charged 
with  the  note  of  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  all  relative  to 
thc'arbitrary  conduct  pursued  by  some  employees  in  the  ad- 
ministration general  of  the  post  office  towards  Mr.  William 
A.  Slacum,  Iwarer  of  despatches  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  legation  resident  in 
this  capital,  has  ordered  the  undersigned,  chief  cicit, 
charged  with  the  despatch  of  the  Department  of  Relationa,  to 
manifest  to  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  said  States  the  dis- 
pleasure with  which  his  excellency  has  seen  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  employees  referred  to ;  and  that,  desirous  to 
shun  a  repetition  of  event*  of  a  like  nature,  and  to  make 
due  satisfaction  for  the  outrageous  interfeiMiee  with  Mr. 
Slacum,  he  has  directed  that  these  employees  should  be 
made  to  understand  his  disapprobation  of  their  conduct, 
and  how  they  should  act  in  similar  cases;  Uking  care,  bo- 
forehand,  that  they  shall  return  to  Mr.  Butler  the  am«unt 
levied  as  a  fine  upon  the  bearer  of  despatches. 
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The  unJersig^ned,  in  complying  with  this  supreme  dis- 
position, renews  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  the  assurances  of 
his  very  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 
To  Mr.  AvTH05T  Butlsr,  ' 

Chargi  d!Affairt»  of  the  U,  S  of  America. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

DKPARTMXirT  OF  StATX, 

Washingion^  July  20,  1836. 

6i«  :  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  to  this  Department 
from  Mr.  Coleman,  the  acting  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Tabasco,  will  inform  you  of  the' outrageous  conduct  of 
the  authorities  there  with  regard  to  the  ofHcers,  crew,  and 
cargo  of  the  schooner  Northampton,  wrecked  on  the  Mex- 
ican coast  in  that  quarter,  and  in  relation  to  the  acting 
consul  himself. 

The  accumulation  of  causes  for  complaint  on  the  part  of 
our  citizens  against  the  Mexican  Government,  the  fre- 
quency of  their  occurrence  of  late,  and,  so  far  as  appears 
from  the  correspondence  of  your  predecessors,  the  indispo- 
sition of  that  Government  to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant 
satisfaction  for  them,  or  to  take  proper  steps  to  prevent 
their  recurrence,  have  by  no  means  tended  to  strengthen 
the  spirit  of  forbearance  with  which  the  President  has  hith- 
erto acted  towards  Mexico;  entertaining,  as  he  does,  a 
sincere  sympathy  for  her  domestic  troubles,  and  a  hearty 
desire  to  preserve  and  cultivate  the  relations  of  peace, 
friendship,  and  good  neighbfirhood  with  her  Government 
and  people.  He  is  satined,  however,  that  further  delay 
in  the  acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress,  of  the  inju- 
ries complained  o^  cannot  be  acquiesced  in  compatibly 
with  the  dignity,  rights,  and  interesto  of  the  United  States. 
He  therefore  directs  that,  in  presenting  to  the  notice  of 
that  Government  the  case  of  the  Northampton,  you  will 
make  a  fresh  appeal  to  its  sense  of  honor  and  justice  in  re- 
lation to  our  claims  generally ;  and,  to  show  that  the  j'res- 
idenfs  estimate  of  the  grievances  suffered  by  our  citizens 
resorting  to  Mexico,  especially  since  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  is  not  exaggeraled,  your  note  will  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing  cases,  in  which  the  uiterposition  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  asked  for  since  the  6tli  of  April,  1833,  and 
all  of  which  either  you  or  your  predecessor  has  heretofore 
been  instructed  to  bring  to  the  notice  o|  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  an  alcalde  of  Menotil- 
ian,  in  the  colony  of  Guazcuatco,  instituted  what  is  said  to 
have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive  proceeding 
against  Dr.  Baldwin,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  under 
color  of  a  suit  at  law,  preferred  and  carried  on  by  a  crea- 
ture of  the  alcalde  himself.  Baldwin  appeared  before  the 
alcalde  to  answer  the  charge ;  an  altercation  ensued ;  and 
the  alcalde  ordered  him  to  the  stocks,  which  Baldwin  re- 
fusing to  submit  to,  attempted  to  escape,  and  was  pursued 
by  a  party  of  soldiers,  who  aUondcd  the  court.  In  the  race 
Baldwin  fell,  received  an  injury  in  one  of  his  legs,  was 
captor«K],  carried  back  into  the  presence  of  the  alcalde, 
placed  in  the  stocks,  and  afterwards  imprisoned. 

In  February,  1832,  the  schooner  Topaz,  of  Bangor, 
Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  Government  to  carry 
troops  from  MaUmoras  to  Galveston  bay.  The  master  and 
mate  were  murdered  by  the  soldiers  on  the  passage,  the 
crew  imprisoned,  and  the  vessel  seized  and  converted  to 
the  Mexican  service.    . 

On  the  31st  June,  1832,  the  American  schooner  Bra- 
zoria was  seized  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  by  John  Austin, 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  and 
eni^loyed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahuac,  then  in  pos- 
session of  insurgenU.  During  the  atUck  she  was  injured 
so  as  to  be  made  unseaworthy,  and  was  abandoned  as  a 


total  loss,   for  which  the  underwriters  have  recdved  no 
compensation. 

In  the  summer  of  1832,  the  steamboat  Hidalgo  and 
schooner  Consolai-ion,  belonging  to  Aaron  Leggelt,  of  New 
York,  were  forcibly  taken  possession  of  by  Mexican  officers 
at  Tabasco,  and  used  by  them.  The  brig  John,  belonging 
to  Leggett,  was  also  detained,  and  money  was  extorted 
from  him.  The  consequences  resulting  from  these  acts 
are  represented  to  have  been  ruinous  to  the  sufferer,  and 
the  Mexican  Government  b  clearly  bound  by  the  treaty  to 
indemnify  him  for  them. 

In  March,  1834,  Captain  McKeige,  of  the  schooner  In- 
dustry, of  Mobile,  was  imprisoned  at  Tabasco,  and  an  cx- 
borbitant  fine  demanded  of  him  without  cause.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  fine  being  made  the  only  condition  upon  which 
he  could  be  allowed  to  depart,  ho  abandoned  bis  vessel  and 
her  cargo  to  the  authorities,  who  afterwards  sokl  them. 

In  the  summer  of  18S4,  the  brig  Paragon,  of  New  York, 
was  causelessly  fired  into  on  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz  by  the 
Mexican .  public  armed  schooner  Tampico.  In  answer  to 
an  official  representation  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Butler,  that 
Government  promised  that  the  afiair  should  be  inquired 
into ;  but  this  Department  is  not  informed  that  the  promise 
has  been  fulfilled. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  last  year,  the  answer  of  ofli- 
cers  supposed  to  belong  to  the  custom-house,  who  boarded 
the  Ophir,  of  New  York,  on  her  arrival  at  Campeachy,  to 
an  inquiry  of  the  captain  as  to  which  of  the  ship's  papers 
it  would  be  necessary  to  present  at  the  custom-bouse,  was 
aecidentally  oc  intentionally  misinterpreted.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  papers  were  shown 
to  the  boarding  officers,  the  invoices  only  being  exhibited 
at  the  custom-house,  the  vessel  was  seized  and  condemned. 

In  May,  1635,  also,  the  schoonei  Martha,  from  New 
Orleans,  was  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the  Mexican  arined 
schooner  Montezuma  for  an  alleged  non-compliance  with 
some  of  the  formalities  of  their  revenue  laws.  Four  of  the 
passengers  of  the  Martha  wore  put  in  irons  under  the 
hatches  of  the  Montezuma,  and  otherwise  treated  with 
great  barbarity,  merely  for  an  imputed  intention  to  use 
their  fire-arms  against  a  guard  that  bad  been  placed  on 
board  the  Martha. 

In  November,  1835,  the  schooner  Hannah  and  Eliza- 
beth of  New  Orleans,  was  stranded  in  attempting  to  enter 
Matagorda  bay.  While  in  this  condition,  abe  was  fired 
into  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo,  bcwrded  by 
twenty  armed  soldiers  under  the  command  of  two  ofikere, 
who  forcibly  took  the  master,  crew,  and  passengers  from  the 
wreck,  pillaged  them  of  most  of  their  clothes,  and  chaioed 
them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their  arrival  at  Mata- 
nioras,  where  they  were  continued  in  confinement;  but 
through  the  urgent  representations  of  our  consul  there,  all 
but  the  captain  were  eventually  released.  It  is  not  knovo 
to  the  Department  that  he  has  yet  been  liberated,  or  that 
any  satisfaction  has  been  oflered  by  Uic  Mexican  Govern- 
ment. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  William  Halletl  and  ZaU 
mon  Hull,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  arrested  in 
the  streets  of  Matamoras  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers,  who 
struck  Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly  took 
both  to  the  principal  barrack  in  that  city,  where  they  were 
confined  upon  suspicion  o<  being  about  to  proceed  to  Tex- 
as. Shortly  afterwards,  sentinels  were  placed  at  tbe  doors 
oi  the  consul's  residence,  under  fiiUe  pretences,  and  all 
communication  with  the  house  prohibited.  Armed  soldiers 
broke  open  bis  gate  during  his  absence,  forcibly  took  a 
mare  and  two  mules  belonging  to  him,  entered  his  house 
with  drawn  swords,  and  searched  every  room  in  it,  for  the 
avowed  object  of  finding  the  consul.  Hallett  and  HuU 
have  been  released,  but  the  Department  is  not  aware  that 
any  reparation  has  been  made  for  the  proceedingi*  against 
them,  or  for  the  insult  to  the  consul. 
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In  February  last,  an  attempt  was  made  at  the  city  of 
Mexico  to  take  from  Mr.  W.  A.  8Iacum,  protected  by  a 
courier's  paaspori  from  this  Department,  public  despatches 
of  this  Government,  addressed  to  Mr.  Butler.  The  attempt 
ftii'ed,  but  Mr.  Slacum  was  fined  and  detained  for  carry- 
ing official  letters  on  his  person,  authenticated  by  the  en- 
dorsement of  this  Department,  and  directed  to  the  charg^ 
d'a£Qures  of  the  United  Stales  in  Mexico. 

In  March  last,  the  schooner  Eclipse  was  detained  at 
Tabasco,  and  her  master  and  crew  maltreated  by  the  au- 
thorities. 

In  April  laift,  (he  brig  Jane,  schooner  Compeer,  and  other 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States,  were  forcibly  detain* 
ed  at  Matamoras. 

Ton  will  also  notify  the  Mexican  Government  that  it  is 
expected  any  damage  which  may  have  been  sustained  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
embargo  at  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  and  other  Mexican  ports 
on  the  Gulf,  will  be  repaired,  pursuant  to  the  stipulation  in 
the  treaty.  The  papers  now  sent,  show  that  the  military 
commandant  of  Tampico  has  made  the  embargo  a  pretext 
for  interrupting  or  obstructing  the  correspondence  between 
the  commander  of  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  Jeffer- 
son and  our  consul  there.  For  these  acts,  proper  sntisfac- 
tion  will  likewise  be  expected.  The  outrages  and  indigni- 
ties committed  against  consuls  and  other  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  though  not  more  unjust  nor  attended  with  cir- 
cumstances of  greater  hardships  than  those  done  to  individ- 
ual citizens,  are  nevertheless  to  be  considered  as  greater 
violations  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  rep- 
reiiented  accordingly. 

Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possession  of  proof  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs  done  in  the  above  cases, 
as  represented  by  the  aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  complaints 
are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  justify 
a  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government  that  they  shall  be 
promptly  and  properiy  examined,  and  that  suitable  redress 
shall  be  aflbrded.  You  will,  therefore  immediately  address 
a  strong  but  respectful  representation  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment on  the  subject  of  these  various  injuries.  You  will 
also  remind  it  of  the  numerous  other  complaints  which  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  which  still  remain  unre- 
dressed. You  will  likewise  set  forth  the  great  forbearance 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  practised 
towards  Mexico,  and  the  friendly  and  benevolent  motives 
which  have  led  to  it;  and  you  will  sUte  that  the  President, 
finding  that  this  moderation  and  forbearance,  so  far  from 
being  appreciated  by  Mexico,  seem  only  tn  be  met  by  new 
injuries,  b  constrained,  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  to  ask  of 
the  Mexican  Government  such  reparation  as  these  accumu- 
lated wrongs  may,  on  examination,  be  found  to  require. 

If  J  contrary  to  the  President's  hopes,  no  satisfactory  an- 
s%¥er  shall  be  given  to  this  just  and  reasonable  demand 
within  three  weeks,  you  will  inform  the  Mexican  Govern- 
xnent  that,  unless  redress  is  afforded  without  unnecessary 
delay,  your  further  residence  in  Mexico  will  l>e  usele^.  If 
tht»  state  of  things  continues  longer,  you  will  give  formal 
notice  to  the  Mexican  Government  that,  unless  a  satisfac- 
tory answer  shall  be  given  within  a  fortnight,  you  are  in- 
Etrucled  to  ask  for  your  passports;  and,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  if  you  do  not  receive  such  answer,  it  is  the  President's 
direction  that  you  demand  your  passports  and  return  to 
tUe  United  States,  bringing  with  you  the  archives  of  the 
I^C^ation. 

Mr.  William  A.  Weaver,  who  is  sent  as  a  special  mes- 
senger with  this  communication,  you  will  detain  until  you 
can  frame  a  full  report  to  the  Department,  as  to  the  stale  or 
t\\e  business  of  your  mission,  as  well  that  under  the  charge 
oT  Mr.  Butler  as  that  intrusted  to  you.  You  will  also  send 
l>y  the  messenger,  on  his  return,  (if  they  can  be  prepared 
-w  ithin  a  reasonable  time,)  copies  of  Mr.  Butler's  despatches, 
r^os.   14,  23,  52,  63,  64,  58,  and  84,  the  originals  of 


which  were  never  received  ;  and  of  all  his  correspondence 
with  the  Mexican  Government  and  with  others,  on  public 
business,  so  far  as  the  records  and  files  in  the  legation  will 
allow  you  to  do.  Mr.  Butler  was  repeatedly  instructed  to 
supply  these  papers,  but  the  instructions  have  not  been 
complied  with.  The  expense  of  the  transcripts  required 
will  be  made  a  separate  charge  in  your  accounts,  and  will 
be  accompanied  by  proper  vouchers.  During  Mr.  Weaver's* 
necessary  detention,  you  will  avail  yourself  of  his  assistance 
in  making  the  copies.  He  has  received  five  hundred  dol« 
lars  on  account  of  his  expenses  to  Mexico.  You  will  fur- 
nish hira  with  a  like  sum  to  defray  his  expenses  on  his  re- 
turn to  Washington,  for  which  your  draft  on  the  Depart* 
ment  will  be  honored. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Powhatan  £llis»  Esq., 

Charge  dP Affaires  U.  S.  A.,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Coleman  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

CoTTBULATS  U.  S.  Amkbica  at.Tabasco, 

San  Juan  Batista^  May  18,  1836. 
Sra :  It  becomes  my  duty,  as  vice  consul,  to  make 
known  to  the  Department  the  loss  of  the  schooner  North- 
ampton, burden  68  38-96  tons,  belonging  to  New  York, 
William  M.  McKeige  master.  She  was  stranded  about 
five  leagues  west  of  the  Tabasco  river,  with  a  full  assorted 
cargo  on  board  for  this  market,  the  major  part  of  which  was 
safely  landed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  vessel.  l*he 
loss  to  those  interested  would  have  been  but  trifling,  had 
not  the  custom-house  officers  and  military  taken  forcible 
possession  of  every  article  saved,  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at 
the  wreck.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  remon- 
strated against  their  violent  and  illegal  proceedings,  and 
they  wcn^  immediately  assaulted,  and  the  mate  was  severe- 
ly wounded  by  one  of  the  custom-house  officers ;  the  goods 
were  then  abandoned  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
they  at  once,  commenced  plundering  and  secreting  the  most 
valuable  articles.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
proceede<l  to  this  city,  and  made  a  formal  abandonment  of 
the  whole  into  my  hands ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  handed 
me  a  list  of  the  goods  actually  saved  from  the  wreck,  as 
well  as  the  manifest  of  the  entire  cargo.  1  took  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  the  interest  of  these  concerned.  On  taking 
possession,  from  the  custom -house  officers  and  soldiers,  of 
the  go<jds,  I  found  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  goods 
that  were  saved  from  the  wreck,  and  left  in  the  keeping  of 
the  custom-house  officers  and  soldiers,  had  been  disposed 
of  by  them,  and  no  account  given  of  the  same.  I  repre- 
sented the  circumstance  to  the  proper  authorities,  but  could 
get  no  redress  whatever;  they  wink  at  every  outrage  or  dep- 
redation committed  on  American  property  by  their  under 
officers. 

Since  tlio  commencement  of  the  war  in  Texas,  wo  have 
daily  to  submit  to  insult  and  injustice,  not  only  from  pri- 
vate citizens,  hut  from  the  highest  authorities ;  and  there 
is  no  piospect  of  any  change,  except  it  be  for  worse  treat- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  E.  COLEMAN. 

Hon.  JoHJc  FonsTTH, 

'  Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Extract  of  a  letter  ^rom  W.  E.  Coleman,  Esq.,  acting 
connil  of  the  United  States  at  Tabasco,  Mexico,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  June  6,  1836. 

*<  About  two  weeks  since,  I  was  summoned  befoat  an 
alcalde  of  this  city,  and  publicly  insulted  and  ill-treated, 
and  narrowly  escaped  imprisonment,  because  I  refused  tu 
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legalizo  documents  to  efTect  insurance  at  New  Orleans  that 
Were,  in  my  opinion,  drawn  up  to  defraud  the  under- 
writers ;  they  made  many  threats,  and  said  they  would  do 
every  thing  that  lay  in  their  power  to  injure  mc  the  first 
opportunity. 

'*  A  short  time  previous  to  the  ahovc,  an  American  sea 
captain  was  unjustly  punished  and  fined  by  the  city  au- 
thorities. There  was  a  move  by  one  of  the  council  to  re- 
mit the  fine;  but  the  question  was  asked  by  another,  to 
what  country  the  captain  belonged ;  and,  on  learning  that 
he  was  a  North  American,  they  replied,  *  that  will  do ;  we 
will  not  let  pass  an  opportunity  to  punish  these  people.' 

**  r  could  fill  a  volume  with  facts  of  the  tenor  of  the  fore- 
going ;  but  conceive  the  above  representations  sufl&cient  to 
satisfy  you  of  the  state  of  things,  and  of  the  government  of 
this  republic.  These  acts  of  oppression  are  not  commiled 
by,  nor  al  the  instance  of,  the  common  people ;  but  by  the 
higher  orders,  and  those  in  authority.'* 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr,  Forty th. 

Lkgitiox  or  the  Uhitsd  States  of  America, 

Mexico t  October  11,  1836. 

Sia  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  of 
the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  to  his  excellency  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  compliance  withyour  instruc- 
tions of  the  20th  July  last,  and  his  answer  of  the  3d  in- 
stant. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  delicate  and  highly  responsible 
duty,  I  have  beeu  influenced  by  an  anxious  desire  tu  pur- 
sue the  tenor  and  spirit  of  your  instructions.  T  have  care- 
fully abstained  from  saying  any  thing  that  could  be  viewed 
as  impro{ier,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and 
I  sincerely  hope  a  returning  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of 
this  Govnrnment  will  induce  it  to  listen  favorably  to  the 
communication  thus  presented  for  its  scriouc  deliberation. 

The  policy  of  this  nation  has  been  so  uniform,  since  the 
recognition  of  her  independence,  in  pursuing  a  long  series 
of  injuries,  wantonly  and  illegally  inflicted  upon  the  com- 
merce of  every  people  coming  within  her  reach,  and  with- 
out granting  to  the  injured  parties  any  satisfaction  what- 
ever, that  it  would  seem  to  preclude  all  hope  of  a  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  our  claims.  But,  lie  a.<:sured,  every 
possible  exertion,  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of 
our  country,  shall  lie  used  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
detit  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject.  I  shall  endeavor, 
likewise,  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  bis  excellency  the 
President  ad  interim  of  this  republic,  the  propriety  and 
justice  of  abandoning  the  policy  heretofore  practised  to- 
wards citizens  of  the  United  Sutes  trading  with  Mexico, 
and  the  great  advantages  likely  to  result  to  both  countries 
by  efliscting  such  a  change.  If,  however,  I  should  fail  to 
attain  this  desirable  object,  (as  wilt  probably  be  the  case,) 
your  instructions  rclitivo  to  that  event  shall  be  promptly 
obeyed. 

Duplicates  of  my  despatches  Noi.  19  and  20  are  en- 
closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 
your  obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JoB3f  FonsTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wushi nekton  city. 

Mr.  BUi9  to  Mr.  Motiasterio. 

Lkratjok  or  the  U.  S.  op  A>ieiiica,     . 

Mexico,  September  26,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charg6  d'aflfaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  hss  the  honor  to  reprebcnt  to  his  excellency 
the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiaim,  that  the  schooner 
Noithampton,  burden  n«'arly  seventy  tons,  of  and  from 
New  Vork,  William  M.  McKeige  master,  strande.l  in  the 


early  part  of  the  present  year  five  leagues  weit  of  th«  Ti- 
basco  river,  with  a  full  and  assorted  cargo  oo  board,  thi 
greater  part  of  which  was  safely  landed  bj  ths  officeri 
and  crew  of  said  vessel.  The  loss  to  those  intensted  it- 
suiting  from  this  accident  would  have  been  inconriderable, 
had  noi  the  custom-house  officers  and  military  taken  forci- 
ble possession  of  every  article  saved,  as  soon  at  they  ani- 
ved  at  the  wreck.  Against  so  violent  and  illegal  a  procerd- 
ing,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Northampton  prolfited ; 
whereupon  they  were  immediately  assaulted,  and  the  mite 
severely  wounded  by  one  of  the  custom-house  officerf.  Af- 
ter this  occurrence,  the  goods  were  abandoned  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  aforesaid,  who  at  once  commenced  plun- 
dering and  secreting  the  most  valuable  articlet  belonging 
thereto.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  city  of  Tabasco,  made  a  formal  abandon- 
ment of  the  whole  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  that  place,  and  furnished  him  with  a  list  of  the  goodi 
actually  saved  from  the  wreck,  as  well  as  a  manifest  of  ibe 
entire  cargo.  On  the  consuKs  taking  charge  of  the  gocds 
which  had  been  left  in  possession  of  the  custom-hoate  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  not  one-half  of  those  saved  from  ibe 
wreck  were  delivered  to  him,  nor  was  any  accouot  given 
of  the  balance.  These  circumstances  were  represented  lo 
the  proper  authorities  in  Tabasco,  but  they  have,  uptolhi* 
moment,  refused  or  neglected  lo  give  any  eiplanalioii  or 
redress  to  the  injured  parties. 

Such  illegal,  violent,  and  arbitrary  acts  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  (lovernmenl,  iffwt- 
ing  so  seriously  the  persons  and  properly  of  those  enlitlfd 
to  its  protection,  furnish  a  just  cause  of  complaint;  and 
the  frequency  of  their  recurrence  of  late,  the  indisposition 
of  this  Government  to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant  iati8f«c- 
tion  for  them,  or  to  take  proper  steps  to  prevent  their  re- 
currence, can  by  no  means  tend  to  strengthen  that  spirit 
of  forbearance  with  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  hitherto  acted  towards  Mexico;  entertaining,  is 
he  docs,  a  sincere  sympathy  for  her  domestic  troubles,  and 
an  anxious  desire  to  cultivate  the  relations  of  \*Kf, 
friendship,  and  good  neighborhood  with  her  GoTemnKnl 
and  people. 

To  satisfy  your  excelleucy  that  the  above  statenicnl  i* 
based  upon  facU,  the  undernigned  will  refer  to  the  folios- 
ing  cases,  a  majority  of  which  have  heretofore  been  brougbi 
to  the  notice  of  this  Governtneut,  and  all  of  which  haw 
occurred  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  naiiigation  between  the  two  countries. 

On  the  31  St  of  December,  1831,  an  alcalde  of  MenoUl- 
Ian,  on  the  Guazcualco  river,  instituted  what  is »^^ 
have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive  proceeding 
against  Doctor  John  Baldwin,  a  citizen  of  ths  l'ni|M 
States,  under  color  of  a  suit  at  law  preferred  and  caniw 
on  against  him  by  a  creature  of  the  alcalde  himself.  ^'^^ 
win  appeared  before  the  alcalde  to  answer  the  charge  :tn 
altercation  ensueil,  and  the  alcalde  ordered  him  to  tbj 
stocks ;  which  Baldwin  refusing  to  submit  to,  he  atteopW 
to  escape,  and  was  Y^ursued  by  a  party  of  armed  BoUier* 
who  altcndetl  the  court.  In  the  race,  Baldwin  fell.  «* 
ccived  an  injury  in  one  of  his  legs,  was  captured,  carried 
back  into  the  presence  of  the  court,  placed  in  the  «t  fi». 
and  afterwards  imprisoned. 

In  February,  1832,  the  schooner  Tdpai,  ofBjng-^. 
Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  OoTcmnjcDlto 
citry  troops  from  Matamoras  to  Galveston  bay.  *»* 
master  and  mate  were  murdered  by  the  soldiers  od  Id' 
pas:>age,  the  crew  imprisoned,  and  the  ve*?cl  unt^  ^^ 
converted  to  the  Mexican  service. 

On  the  2l8t  June,  1832,  the  American  schooner  Bn- 
xoria  was  seized  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  by  Jolin  .Aus5in. 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  qoartsri  m 
employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  A nshuac,  then  in  tfi« 
possession  of  insurgents.     During  the  attack,  she  t\ a*  s^ 
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injQred  as  to  be  rendered  aneeaworthy,  and  watralMie- 
qoently  abandoned  aa  a  total  Ion ;  for  which  the  under- 
writers have  receiTed  no  compensation. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  the  steamboat  Hidalgo,  and 
•ehooner  Consolation,  belonging  to  Mr.  Leggett,  were 
forcibly  taken  posMssion  of  by  Mexican  officers  in  Tabasco, 
tn<]  used  by  them  for  their  own  purposes.  The  brig  John, 
bsTonging  to  the  same  geptleman,  was  also  detained,  >nd 
money  extorted  .from  him.  The  consequences  resulting 
from  these  acts  are  represented  to  have  been  ruinous  to 
the  ftufierer;  and  the  Mexican  Government  is  clearly 
tx>nnd,  under  the  treaty,  to  indemnify  him  for  them. 

In  March,  1834,  Captain  McKeige,  of  the  schooner  In- 
dttktry,  of  Mobile,  was  imprisoned  at  Tabasco,  and  an  ex- 
orbitant fine  demanded  of  him  without  cause.  The  pay- 
ment of  this  fine  being  made  the  only  condition  on  which 
he  could  be  allowed  to  depart,  he  abandoned  his  vessel  and 
cargo  to  the  authorities,  who  afterwards  sold  them. 

In  the  summer  of  1834,  the  brig  Paragon,  of  New  York, 
was  causelessly  fired  into,  on  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  by 
the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Tampico.  In  reply  to  an 
official  representation  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Butler,  this 
Government  promised  that  the  affair  should  be  inquired  in« 
to;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  promise  has  been 
complied  with. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  last  year,  tlie  answer  of  an  of- 
ficer, supposed  to  belong  to  the  custom-house,  who  board- 
ed the  brig  Ophir,  of  New  York,  on  her  arrival  at  Cam- 
peachy,  to  an  inquiry  of  the  captain  as  to  which  of  the 
ship's  papers  it  would  be  necessary  to  present  at  the  cus- 
tom-house, was  arcidentally,  or  intentionally,  misinterpre- 
ted. In  consequence  of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  pa- 
pers were  shown  to  the  boaniing  officers,  the  invoices  only 
being  exhibited  at  the  custom-house,  the  vessel  was  seized 
and  condemned.  * 

In  May,  1835,  also,  the  schooner  Martha,  from  New 
Orleans,  was  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the  Mexican  arm- 
ed schooner  Montezuma,  for  an  alleged  non-compliance 
with  certain  formahties  of  their  revenue  laws.  Pour  of 
tbe  passengers  of  the  Martha  were  put  in  irons  under  the 
hatches  of  the  Montezuma,  and  otherwise  treated  with 
great  barbarity,  because  of  an  imputed  intention  to  use 
their  fire-arms  against  a  guard  that  had  been  placed  over 
tbem  on  board  the  Martha. 

fn  November,  1835,  the  schooner  Hannah  Elizabeth,  of 
New  Orleans,  was  stranded  on  the  bar  in  attempting  to 
enter  Matagorda  bay.  While  in  this  condition,  slie  was 
fired  into  by  the  Mexican  srmed  schooner  Bravo,  boarded 
by  twenty  armed  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  two  offi- 
cers, who  forcibly  took  the  master,  crew,  and  passengers 
from  the  wreck,  pillaged  them  of  most  of  their  clothes,  and 
chained  them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their  arrival 
at  MaUgorda,  where  they  were  continued  in  confinement. 
Through  the  urgent  representations  of  the  consul  of  the 
{Tntted  States  at  that  place,  however,  all  but  the  captain 
were  ultimately  released ;  and  although  a  respectful  note 
waa  addressed  to  your  excellency  in  relation  to  this  trans- 
action, under  date  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  the  undersigned 
haa  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  that  unfortunate 
individual  (the  captain  of  the  Hannah  Elizabeth^  still  re- 
mains confined  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Bravo  de  Santiago, 
or  whether  any  satisfaction  has  been  ofifered  for  an  out- 
rage so  daring. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  William  Hallett  and  Zal- 
moa  Hull,  citizens  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  were  arrested  in 
tbe  aitreets  of  Matamoras  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers, 
>7ho  atruck  Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly 
took  both  to  the  principal  b^aclL  in  that  city,  where  they 
were  confined  upon  suspicion  of  being  about  to  proceed  to 
T*exaa«  Sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doors  of  the  consul's 
reaidence  subsequent  to  the  arrest  of  Hallett  and  Hull, 
nxKler  ftUs  pretences,  and  all  communication  therewith 


prohibited.  Armed  soldiers  broke  open  his  gate  during  his 
absence,  forcibly  took  a  mare  and  two  mules  belonging  to 
him,  entered  his  house  with  drawn  swords,  and  searched 
every  room  in  it,  with  the  avowed  object  of  finding 
the  consul  himself.  Hallet  and  Hull  have  been  released ; 
but  to  the  note  addressed  to  your  excellency  on  the  9th 
instant,  on  this  subject,  no  satisfactory  answer  has  been 
received. 

The  schooner  Eclipse,  Abner  Lane,  master,  of  Mobile, 
arrived  off  Tabasco  in  March  la^t,  with  a  cargo  of  lamber; 
and,  on  being  boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  customs  below 
the  city,  the  captain  delivered  his  papers,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  Mexico ;  he  was  then  ordered  on  shore,  and  there 
delaine!  until  the  ensuing  rooming.  At  that  time  the 
officer  alludetl  to  made  search  of  the  vessel  for  contraband 
goods,  and  then  sealed  the  hatches,  forecastle,  and  bulk- 
heads ;  which  being  done,  a  guard  was  left  on  board,  and 
the  vessel  despatched  up  the  river.  On  her  passage  up, 
she  was  visited  by  four  or  five  boats  that  reported  them- 
selves as  belonging  to  the  custom-house ;  but  they  had  no 
ensign  or  other  mark  to  distinguish  them  as  such.  Each 
of  these  boats  overhauled  everything  on  board  not  under 
the  custom  house  seal,  and  forcibly  took  the  ship's  provis- 
ions for  their  own  use,  leaving  the  crew  on  short  allowance. 
After  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the  city  of  Tabasco,  ad- 
ditional guards  were  placed  on  board.  The  captain  was 
then  given  \p  understand  he  might  land  his  cargo ;  but  on 
the  following  day  the  guard  was  again  increased  in  number, 
and  he  was  not  permitted  to  discharge  his  vessel  with  her 
own  crew — laborers  having  been  sent  from  the  shore  to 
perform  that  duty,  contrary  to  the  captain's  expressed 
wish.  After  the  vessel  was  discharged,  another  unsuc- 
cessful search  for  contraband  goods  was  instiiuted,  in  the 
prosecution  of  which  the  cabin  and  furniture  were  Inuch 
broken  and  otherwise  injured  ;  notwithstanding  all  which, 
an  exorbitant  bill  of  expenses  was  presented  to  Captain 
Lane  for  discharging  the  vessel  as  aforesaid,  and,  upon  his 
refusing  to  pay  the  same,  and  making  a  formal  abandon- 
ment of  the  vessel,  sbe  was  seized  and  he  imprisoned. 
At  the'  last  advices  received,  the  one  still  remained  in  close 
confinement,  end  the  other  fast  moored  in  the  river. 

In  April  last,  the  brig  Jane,  the  schooner  Compeer,  and 
other  vesselq  of  the  United  States,  were  forcibly  detained 
for  a  length  Of  time  at  Matamoras. 

And  in  May  last,  the  constfl  of  the  United  States  at  Ta- 
basco was  summoned  before  an  alclade  of  that  city,  and 
required  by  that  functionary  to  authenticate  pubKc  docu- 
ments under  the  consular  seal  of  his  office.  Upon  his  re- 
fusal to  comply  with  this  extraordinaiy  demand,  he  was 
ill-treated,  and  threatened  with  imprisonment ;  the  alclade 
thereby  constituting  himself  an  arbiter  to  decide  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  discharge  of  duties  confided  to  an  officer 
bearing  the  commission  of  a  foreign  Power,  to  whom  alone 
he  is  responsible  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  his  public 
obligations. 

The  flag  of  the  United  States  has  been  repeatedly  in- 
sulted and  fir«d  upon  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  this 
Government ;  her  consuls,  in  almost  every  port  of  the  re- 
public, have  been  maltreated  and  insulted  by  the  public 
authorities ;  her  citizens,  while  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful 
and  peaceful  trade,  have  been  murdered  on  the  high  seas 
by  a  licentious  and  unrestrained  soldiery.  Others  have 
been  arrested  and  scourged  in  the  streets,  by  the  military^ 
like  common  malefactors ;  they  have  been  seized  and  im- 
prisoned under  the  most  frivolous  pretexts ;  their  property 
has  been  condemned  und  confiscated,  in  violation  of  exist- 
ing treaties  and  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations,  and 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  exacted  from  them,  con- 
trary to  all  Isw.  These  acts  of  outrage  and  oppression, 
with  the  numerous  other  complaints  which  have  hetn 
made,  from  time  to  time,  and  which  still  remain  unredress- 
ed, have  psinfaily  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  Presi* 
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il«nt  of  the  United  States  that  the  great  moderation  and 
forbearance  which  he  has,  on  ail  occasions,  practised  to- 
wards Mexico,  and  tlie  friendly  and  benevolent  motivet 
which  havip  led  to  it,  have  not  been  properly  appreciated ; 
and  he  now  feels  himself  constrained,  by  a  high  vense  of  duty, 
to  ask  of  the  Mexican  Government  such  reparation  as  these 
accumulated  wrongs  may,  on  inquiry,  be  found  to  require. 

The  undersigned  is  also  instructed  to  make  known  to 
your  excellency  that  it  is  expected  that  any  damage  which 
may  have  been  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  embargo  at  Vera  Cruz,  Tam- 
plco,  and  other  Mexican  porta  on  the  Gulf,  will  be  repair- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

The  private  claims,  generally,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  vast  amount,  arising  out  of  flagrant  violations 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  have  been  made  by  my  predecessors 
the  subject  of  repeated  and  unavailing  applications  to  this 
Government  for  adjustment.  After  these  unexpected  pro- 
crastinations in  rendering  justice  to  those  who  had  been 
invited  into  the  ports  of  the  republic,  under  the  most  sulemn 
guaranties  of  protection,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  the  United  States  should  ask  that  their  claims  may  be 
investigated,  and  acknowledged,  if  found  to  be  correct. 
Every  principle  of  international  law,  and  of  equity,  re- 
quires that  remuneration  should  be  granted  to  the  sufferers, 
who  have  been  thus  reduced  to  ruin  and  beggary  by  the 
unauthorized  acts  of  men  who  have  violated  the  laws  and 
usages  which  regulate  and  control  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  all  civilized  nations.  Such  romuncratiou 
is  due  to  that  high  sense  of  honor  and  justice  which  the 
undersigned  confidently  believes  will  ever  animate  the 
Mexican  Government  in  maintaining  those  friendly  rela- 
tions which  so  happily  exist  between  the  two  republics ; 
and  permit  him  to  add,  it  is  due  to  the  honor,  the  inleresU, 
and  the  rights  of  his  own  country. 

Many  of  the  cases  not  enumerated,  as  well  as  those  now 
particularly  referred  to,  marked,  as  they  are,  by  the  strong- 
est evidence  ufcruelty  and  injustice,  cannot  be  made  a 
matter  of  controversy  at  this  time.  The  e>itablished  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,  governing  the  rights  of  those  in- 
terested, are  too  clearly  defined  to  leave  a  doubt  upon  the 
questions  involved  in  a  settlement  of  tlie  claims  now  re- 
spectfully submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mexican 
Government. 

The  undersigned  cannot  conclude  this  note  without  ex- 
pressing his  assured  confidence  that  the  enlightened  and 
liberal  views,  and  known  sense  of  justice,  of  his  excellency 
the  President  ad  interim  of  the  supreme  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, will  impel  him  speedily  to  arrange,  with  entire  satis- 
faction, these  alleged  causes  of  complaint  against  that  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  demands 
that  full  reparation  be  made  to  all  persons  who  have  sus- 
tsined  injury  in  the  several  cases  now  set  forth ;  that  all 
private  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  on  this 
Government  be  promptly  and  properly  examined,  and 
suitable  redress  afforded ;  and  that  due  satisfaction  l«  given 
for  the  numerous  insults  offered  to  the  officers  and  flag  of 
the  United  States,  as  hereinbefore  represented. 

The  undersigned  improves  the  present  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Monasterio  the  assurance  of  his  very  distin* 
guished  consideration.  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  Lis  Excellency  Joss  Mabia  OaTis  MoifASTaHio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affair$, 

Mr,  Managiefio  to  Mr.  Eliis, 
[Translation. — Confldential.  ] 

Di.PA2lTMKRT  OF  RxLATlOlTS, 

Mexico,  October  3,  1836. 
The  undenigned  has  the  honor  to  advise  the  Hon.  Mr. 


Ellis,  that  he  has  duly  received  his  note  of  the  26th  uIuoks 
in  which  he  asks  that  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government 
should  take  into  consideration  the  different  lubjecti  ind 
reclamations  therein  mentioned ;  but  as,  in  order  to  do  n, 
it  is  necessary  for  the  underaigned  to  examine  the  virioos 
documents  touching  the  cases,  some  of  which  tre  of  oU 
dates,  be  has  given  instructions  that  iliey  should  becoUccl- 
ed  in  the  Department  of  State,  so  tliat  an  acoount  of  the 
whole  may  be  presented  to  his  excellency  the  President  aif 
interim ;  the  result  of  which  will  be  communicated  with 
all  despatch  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ellis:  to  whom,  ia  the  meu 
time,  he  renews  the  assurances  of  hb  very  dietiogai^bed 
consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MON.^STERIO. 


Mr.  Ellia  to  Mr.  Foray th. -^Extract. 

Lebatioh  of  ths  Uhitxd  States  ov  Aviaici, 
Mexico,  October  i,  \m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  yoa  the 
correspondence  (marked  A)  between  the  acting  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  American  consul  and  two  eitixeni  of  the 
United  States  at  Matamoraa.  Prom  the  direction  Mr. 
Monasterio  was  pleased  to  give  my  note  on  this  lubjeet, 
it  was  impossible  to  conjecture,  from  past  experience,  whea 
a  satisfactory  answer  would  be  received.  I  ha»e,  tfapre- 
fore,  thought  it  proper  to  embrace  this  case  in  the  enamer- 
ated  causes  of  complaint  presented  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment on  the  26th  ultimo. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonsr  FoasTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^ington  City. 

Mr.  Ellit  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

Legatioit  or  the  United  States  op  Amseici, 
Mexico,  September  9,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  cbargi  d'albires  of  the  United  Stilei 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  exoeileocj, 
that,  on  the  17th  February  last,  William  Uallet  and  Xil- 
mon  Hull,  (the  step-son  of  the  consul  of  the  United  Sttlei 
ct  Matamoraa,)  citixens  of  the  United  Sutes,  were  vmt* 
ed  in  the  street,  near  the  habiUtion  of  the  consul  of  nui 
States,  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers,  who  brutally  etrack 
Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly  took  then  to 
the  principal  barrack  in  the  city  of  Matamoraa,  wlwre  tbe^ 
were  confined  as  prisoners.  A  short  time  after  thie  occar- 
rence,  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doors  of  the  reaideoce 
of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  all  communicatioB 
therewith  prohibited. 

Armed  soldiers  broke  c^n  his  gate  daring  hie  aheeacr, 
and  forcibly  .took  out  of  the  encloeure  of  his  private  property 
one  mare  and  two  mulee ;  and  afterwards  entered  the  booie 
with  drawn  swords,  to  the  great  terror  of  thefcmaleaof  lj» 
family,  and  searched  every  room  in  the  buiidiog  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  finding  the  father  of  Mr.  Hull. 

From  theae  facts,  it  is  apparent  the  outrage  committed 
has  been  attended  with  circumaUnces  of  injury  end  iowi 
wholly  inconaistent  with  those  laws  and  regulatiooa  wbid 
govern  the  commercial  intercourse  between  nations,  m 
which  have  heretofore  been  the  protection  of  consuls  is  ell 
countries.  Your  excellency  must  be  too  well  acqu«olJ» 
with  these  laws,  not  to  be  aware  of  the  irregularity  ^  the 
proceedings  of  the  local  authorities  at  Matamoraa,  w  the 
instance  alluded  to,  and  that  they  are  in  violation  ot  the 
righu  of  a  Government  on  terraa  of  amity  with  the  L'oJted 
Mexican  States. 

The  undersigned  will,  hovTever,  remark,  that  wben«»- 
suls  resident  in  a  foreign  country  are  received  without  ex- 
prees  conditions^  they  roast  be  considered  as  sisndiog0B 
the  footing  established  by  the  conmoD  coneent  ot  sllniuooi- 
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CottODi  and  asage  have  ascertained  and  fixed  their  imrau- 
nitiea,  where  it  haa  not  been  done  by  conventional  law ; 
and  anj  infraction  of  them  is  jostly  considered  an  indignity 
oflfared  to  the  country  whose  commission  the  consul  bears. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
iiona,  demands  reparation  to  the  injured  individuals  here- 
inbefbre  mentioned,  and  due  satisfisustion  for  the  insalt  ofier- 
od  to  his  Uovemment  in  the  perpetration  of  the  arbitrary, 
and,  he  trusts,  unauthorised  acts  of  the  commandant  gen- 
eral of  the  department  of  Tamaulipas  and  New  Leon. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  pre- 
sent to  his  excellency  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflnirs, 
the  assurance  of  his  great  respect  and  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

POWHATAN  BLLI8. 

To  his  Excellency  Joai  Marii.  OmTic  Mosastsbio, 
Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affair$, 


Mr.  Mttnatterio  to  Mr,  EIUs. 
[Translation.] 

PaIACX  or  THE  NATrOHAL  GorZRVMBKT, 

Mexico,  Stjftember  19,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minibterof  Toreign  Affairs,  has 
the  honor  to  advise  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  that  bis  note 
of  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  outrages  committed  in 
Matemoras  against  the  consul  of  the  United  Statics  of 
America,  and  two  other  citizens  of  the  same  States,  by  a 
party  of  soldiers,  has  been  this  day  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  for  such  provisions  as  he  may  think  fit  to 
dictate  in  the  case. 

The  undersigned  engages  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Ellis 
th«  resolution  of  the  said  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  the  mean 
time  avails  himself  of  the  occaaion  to  repeat  to  him  the 
asAiranres  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatak  Ellis, 

C/targd  cT  Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  EUia  to  Mr.   Forsyth. 
Lesatioit  or  thk   U.  8.  of  AxaBrcA, 

Mexico,  October  5,  1836. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  correspondence  (marked  C)  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  had  before  the  mercantile  tribunal 
at  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  cas«r  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
wracked  near  that  port  on  the  19th  of  July  last,  will  inform 
jou  of  the  course  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  pursue,  with 
a  view  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  resist  a  manifest  infraction  of  the 
wall-established  principle  of  maritime  law.  What  order 
the  Supreme  Mexican  Qovernment  may  take  upon  this 
matter,  I  am  yet  to  learn ;  as  my  note  under  date  of  the 
15tb  ultimo^  representing  this  afiair  in  its  true  light,  has 
been  transferred  from  the  Foreign  Office  to  the  Minister  of 
Grace  and  Justice;  where,  from  the  evasive  policy  of  this 
Oo^ernmenl,  it  may  rest  unnoticed  as  long  as  that  referred 
to  the  Minister  of  War  and  Marine  in  the  case  of  the  Hau- 
nah  Elizabeth. 

The  papers  (D)  show  that  the  court  of  admiralty  at 
Caznpeaehy  has  violated  an  imperative  duty  under  the 
atipulationi  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  coun- 
tries, to  the  injury  of  those  interested  in  the  case  of  the 
bng  Aurora,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Sisal,  and  libelled  in 
4hat  court  subsequent  to  her  disaster.  This  Government 
complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  American  consul  in  this 
caae,  and  I  immediately  wrote  to  him  for  a  full  statement 
of  the  procieedings.  His  reply  states  that,  on  demand,  the 
judge  had  refused  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  rec- 
ord ;  in  conticqucnce  of  which,  the  notes  now  eitcloiied 
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passed  between  this  legation  and  the  acting  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  the  Hon.  Johh  Pobstth. 

Secretary  of  State,  Washii^on  city. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 
LsGATioir  or  thz  U.  S.  or  AxaaiCA, 

Mexico,  September  15,  1888. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'afiaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  schooner  Petar 
D.  Vroom,  E.  F.  Kelly,  master,  sailed  from  Philadelphia 
on  the  12th  of  June,  1836,  consigned  to  Crecencio  Boves» 
Vera  Cruz,  and  on  the  19th  of  July  next  ensuing  was 
wrecked  on  the  coast  forty  miles  above  Vera  Cruz.  The 
captain,  after  taking  every  precaution  to  save  the  cargo  of 
his  vessel,  came  down  to  the  place  of  his  destination,  and 
noted  protest  before  the  American  consul,  and  appointed 
him  agent  to  dispose  of  the  cargo.  This  officer  despatched 
vessels,  and  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz  the  whole  of  the  said 
cargo  saved  from  the  wreck ;  and  the  same  was  tendered 
to  the  original  consignee,  who  refused  to  accept  it.  Said 
consignee  subsequently  made  a  formal  abandonment  before 
the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz,  who  thereupon  ap- 
pointed him  agent  for  the  underwriters  to  dispose  of  the 
cargo  for  the  benefit  of  those  concerned.  To  the  appoint- 
ment of  this,  oj  any  other  agent,  the  American  consul  ob- 
jected, and  claimed  the  control  of  the  business,  after  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  giving  the  order  of 
sale.  Crecencio  Boves,  however,  renounced  his  agency 
fi)r  the  sale  of  the  cargo,  and  Manuel  de  Vega  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place,  with  the  same  powers,  and  for  the 
same  object :  who  proceeded,  on  the  30th  of  July,  under 
an  order  of  the  mercantile  tribunal,  to  sell  the  cargo  in 
question,  without  the  consul  of  the  Uoited  States  having 
received  any  official  notice  thereof.  Against  this  sale  the 
said  consul  protested. 

From  an  examination  of  the  facta  in  this  case,  your  ex- 
cellency will  perceive  that  the  mercantile  tribunid  of  Vera 
Cruz  exceeded  iu  just  authority,  in  withholding  from  the 
agent  and  consul  of  the  United  States  that  participatbn  in 
the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  Peter  D.  Vroom  to  which  he 
was  clearly  entitled.  It  is  a  general  duty  imposed  upon 
consuls  of  the  United  States,  when  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  stranded  on  the  coasto  of  their  consolates,  to  take 
proper  measures  for  saving  such  vessels,  their  cargoes  and  ap- 
purtances,  and,  after  deducting  the  c-harges  and  expenses  ac- 
cruing on  the  salvage,  to  deliver  over  tho  same  to  the  own- 
ers. In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  in  the  case  now  un- 
der consideration,  vessels  were  despatched  to  the  assistance 
of  the  wreck,  and  that  portion  of  the  cargo  not  already  de« 
stroyed  was  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  tendered,  as  be- 
fore stated,  to  the  consignee,  Crecencio  Boves;  but  he 
refused  to  receive  it,  and  thereafter  made  a  formal  aban- 
donment. In  this  frtate  of  the  case,  there  being  no  owner 
or  supercargo  present,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  by  a  uni- 
versally acknowledged  principle  of  maritime  hiw,  becama 
the  agent  for  the  owners  and  shippers,  and  had  a  right  to 
take  such  steps  as  he  might  deem  proper  for  the  benefit  of 
those  interested.  In  the  exercise  of  this  right,  conceded 
by  the  laws  governing  the  commercial  world,  and  guaran- 
tied to  him  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  the  undersigned 
is  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  court  of  admiralty  in  Vera 
Cruz  could  have  overlooked  the  first  pretensions  of  the 
agent  of  the  master  to  control  the  sale,  and  receive  the 
proceeds  arising  therefrom,  under  the  order  of  the  court 
If  there  could  be  any  doubt  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
the  course  contended  for  by  the  consul,  the  following  de- 
crcoii  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government  itself  will  cun. 
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clusively  demonstrate  it  to  be  correct.  The  first,  under 
date  of  the  36th  of  August,  1831,  provides  that  <*ifa 
ship,  galley,  or  other  vessel,  be  stranded  or  wrecked,  we 
order  that  the  vessel,  and  all  things  that  may  be  found  ap- 
pertaining thereto,  be  delivered  to  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  they  belonged  prior  to  danutge.'*  The  second,  un- 
der date  of  the  4th  of  October,  1835,  declares:  «  To  ful- 
fil better  the  spirit  and  letter  of  *  la  ley  recopilado*  on  ship- 
wrecks, which  was  onlered  to  be  observed  in  a  circular  of 
the  26th  of  August  last,  his  excellency  the  President  has 
decreed  that  the  judicial  authorities  who  may  have  or  take 
cognizance  of  the  c&ie,  must  deliver,  with  all  formality, 
and  with  corresponding  security,  to  the  consignee  or  con- 
signees, who  may  appear,  the  efiects  brought  by  the 
wrecked  vessel ;  and,  in  case  none  'should  appear,  or  they 
should  make  abandonment  in  willing  and  in  legal  form, 
(to  which  effect  they,  the  authorities,  will  take  care  to  cite 
them,)  the  consignees,  if  they  should  be  found  in  the  same 
or  distant  parts,  using  for  that  purpose  all  the  means  that 
may  be  in  conformity  with  equity  and  justice,  the  judge 
will  cause  the  effects  to  be  deposited  in  accordance  with  the 
consul  or  vice-consul  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  be- 
longed, if  there  be  one ;  and  in  every  case  advice  most  be 
given  to  the  Supreme  Government,  in  order  that  this  latter, 
if  it  be  deemed  convenient  or  necessary,  may  adopt  such 
measures  as  exclusively  belong  to  it.  It  its  however,  un- 
derstood, this  is  not  to  stay  proceedings  of  sale  and  depos- 
its of  the  product  of  the  effects  saved  or  damaged,  and 
even  of  the  vessel  itself,  if,  after  survey  or  information  of 
witnesses,  it  should  appear  that  they  cannot  be  preserved 
without  serious  damage  or  risk  of  total  loss."  From  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  these  decrees,  the  undersigned  is  fully 
pursuaded  it  was  the  duty  of  the  judicial  tribunals  in  Vera 
Cruz  to  name  the  ^consul  of  the  United  States  as  agent  to 
sell  the  cargo,  and  receive  the  proceeds,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned.  It  most  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Boves,  the 
consignee,  formally  abandoned ;  that  there  was  no  owner 
or  supercargo  present ;  and  that,  in  contemplation  of  law, 
the  master,  E.  F.  Kelly,  was  agent  for  the  owners  and 
shippers,  and  had  a  right  to  appoint,  as  he  did,  an  agent 
to  act  for  him  until  the  owners,  shippers,  and  underwriters 
could  be  heard  from.  How,  then,  could  the  mercantile 
tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz,  having  the  degrees  above  quoted  be- 
fore them,  deprive  Mr.  Burrough,  as  consul  and  agent,  of 
his  right  to  superintend  the  sale,  and  receive  the  proceeds 
thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  proper  authorities  t  He 
did  not  except  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  nor  could  he, 
with  propriety,  say  any  thing  against  tlie  highly  intelligent 
and  respectable  gentleman,  Don  Manuel  de  Vega,  named  as 
Hgisnt  by  that  tribunal ;  but  he  had  a  right  to  protest  against 
the  deposits  of  the  proceeds  arisiog  from  the  sale  in  the 
bands  of  a  person,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  maritime 
law,  am!  the  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Goveniment. 

The  undersigned,  in  making  these  suggestions  'on  the 
law  arising  out  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  enterUins  the  hope 
that  his  excellency  Josd  Maria  Ortiz  Mouasterio  will  nee 
the  propriety  of  ordering  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  tlie  cargo  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom  to  be  paid  over, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  legal  agent  entitled  to  the  same. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  repeat  to  Mr.  Mouas- 
terio the  assurance  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 
POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Ex.  Jos£  Maria  Outiz  Moxastxrio, 

Acting  MiniifUr  of  Foreigfi  Affairs. 

Mr.  Mmiafterio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 

PAIACK  OF  THE  NaTIO>AL  GoV>.R5MSNT, 

Mexico,  ikpUmbcr  21,  1836. 
7'be  note  of  the  honorable  Powhatan  £iii.%  addressed  to 


the  undersigned,  aeting  Minialar  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  nndci 
date  of  the  1 5th  insUnt,  upon  the  subject  oJF  the  occurrences 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  American  schooner 
<*  Peter  D.  Vroom,"  which  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  some 
distance  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  has  been  this  day 
transferred  to  the  Minister  of  Josiice,  as  a  subject  coming 
within  the  province  of  his  duties,  agreeably  to  the  instnic- 
tions  of  his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim ;  the  result 
of  which  the  undersigned  will  communicate  to  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Ellis,  to  whom  he  is  now  prompted  to  renew  the 
assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatav  Ellis, 

Chargid' Affaires  of  the  V.  8.  of  America. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr,  Moruuterio. 
Legation  of  the  Umitbd  States  of  Amskica, 
Meoneo,  September  30,  18J6. 

The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Suits 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  tbit 
he  has  received  an  answer  from  the  American  consul  at 
Campeachy,  in  reply  to  the  note  addressed  to  him  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  had  in  the  admiralty  court  at  that 
place,  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Aurora,  wrecked  on  the  coait 
of  Sisal.  It  appears,  from  his  statement,  that  the  judge  of 
the  district  has,  in  direct  contravention  to  the  tweu^-fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  now  in  full  force  between  the  two  rr- 
publics,  refused,  on  demand,  to  give  to  the  parties  inlerett- 
ed  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  rase  in  qoebiion, 
and  that  this  prerequisite  is  indispensable  to  enable  hiui  to 
give  a  satisfactory  statement  of  the  whole  transaction.  His 
excellency  Jos^  Maria  Ortiz  Monasterio  ia  too .  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  importance  of  such  a  document  not  to 
admit  the  necessity  of  its  production,  before  a  definite  ar- 
rangement can  be  made  on  this  subject  The  undersigced, 
therefore,  trusts  that,  with  as  little  delay  as  poerible,  an 
order  may  be  given  to  the  court  at  Campeachy  to  fnmikh 
to  the  owners,  or  the  agents  of  those  interested,  a  full  and 
complete  record  of  the  judicial  proceedings  bad  on  the 
wreck  of  the  brig  Aurora. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  tc- 
ceipt  of  Mr.  Monasterio's  note  of  the  19th  instant;  and  im- 
proves the  present  occasion  to  assure  him  of  hjs  distinguish- 
ed consideraUon.  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

'J'o  his  Ex.  Joss  Makia  Ortiz  Mostastkrio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr,  Ellis, 
[Translation.] 
I  Palace  uf  the  National  GoyKRR?eib,:!CT, 

I  Mexico,  September  27,  1836. 

I  The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflaira,  hsi 
Uie  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan  Eilid  that  bik 
noie  of  the  20th  instant,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  hng 
Aurora,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  U- 
cause  U  being  s  subject  with  which  he  is  ronverFant,  •> 
one  embraced  within  bis  peculiar  functions,  he  will  dictiiM 
all  proper  provisions,  the  results  of  which  the  undersigonl 
will  advise  Mr.  Ellis  of;  to  whom  he  rencwvthcassuraocn 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

J0fc5E  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatav  Ellis. 

Charged"  Affaires  V,  S.  of  America, 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.   Fonyth.-^Extraci. 
LtGATioy  or  TiiK  UwiTEn  Statas  of  Axsajci, 
Mexico,  October  11,  183C, 
Sjr:  Ae  already   intimated  to  you,  I  have  litUc  ca[cc- 
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tafion  of  a  ntisfaetory  adjastmmit  of  oar  elaimt  on  this 
Ch)vernment.  I  shall,  however,  pursue,  to  the  letter,  your 
instmctions  on  the  subject,  and  ad^se  you  from  time  to 
time  of  such  progress  as  I  may  make  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  esteem,  your  obedient 
terrant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

^  Hon.  JOBW  FoRSTTB, 

Secretary  of  StatBt  Wathington  city. 
Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  For$yih. 

L 16  ATI  OK  OF  TIR  UlTITtD  STATItft  OV  AxSmiCA, 

Mexico,  October  2&,  1836. 

Sim  1  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  20th  insUnt  to  the  acting  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  my  letter  addressed 
to  him  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  his  answer  to  the  same. 
If  I  receive  no  further  communication  from  the  Government, 
I  shall,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  infotm  Mr. 
Monasterio  of  my  intention  to  demand  my  passports  at  the 
expiration  of  two  weeks,  should  a  satisfactory  answer  be 
withheld  in  regard  to  the  alleged  causes  uif  complaint 
•gainst  the  Mexican  Government. 

I  will  again  auggest,  that  I  have  no  hope  of  a  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  oar  affiurs  with  tliis  Government ;  yet 
e^ery  principle  of  justice  would  seem  to  require  at  the  handa 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  this  matter 
should  be  pressed  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  conclusion. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedi- 
ent aervant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Joav  Foastth, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 

Mr.  Elite  to  Mr.  Mona»ierio. 
LsoATiosf  or  TBI  U.  8.  or  Amxbica, 
Mexico,  October  20,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  chargi  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  esks  permission  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
excellency  to  his  note  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

In  presenting  so  urgent  a  representation  as  he  did  on 
that  occasion,  of  the  wrongs  of  which  his  Government  has 
sach  just  cause  to  complain,  the  undersigned  indulged  the 
hope  that  a  returning  sense  of  joctice  on  the  part  of  the 
Sapreme  Mexican  Government  would  have  induced  it  to 
eater  into  a  speedy  arrangement  of  all  alleged  causes  of 
complaint  against  it ;  but  he  has  seen  with  regret  that  his 
anticipations,  thus  far,  have  not  been  realized.  He  now 
hae  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency,  that,  unless  re- 
drees  is  afforded  without  unnecessary  delay  in  the  several 
ceaea  heretofore  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Government, 
the  longer  residence  of  the  undersigned,  as  the  representa- 
trve  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
near  that  of  Mexico,  will  be  useless. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  thus 
preaented  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his 
undiminished  personal  esteem  and  distinguished  considera- 
tion. POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Ex.  Josi  Ma«ia  Obtix  Monastxbio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

•  — 

Mr,  Monasterio  to  Mr.  EUis. 
[Translation.] 

Palacx  or  TBX  Nattoh^al  Gotbbbmbvt, 

Mexico,  October  21,  1836. 
"*  The  undenigned,  aetiag  Mtni^r  of  Foreigo  Afiaira,  has 
naen  with  ptin  the  note  which  the  honorable  Powhatan 
Bllie  addreaaed  to  him  yciterday,  advising  diat,  nnlesa  he 
r^eeived  a  prompt  leply  to  that  of  the  26th  ultimo,  he 
'  *  r  usalasa  bis  lesldcnce  ia  Mexiop  as  the  rep- 


resentative of  Uie  United  SUtee  of  America.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  undersigned  cannot  understand  how  a  de- 
lay in  the  reply  to  any  note,  however  grave  its  subject  may 
be,  could  be  considered  a  sufficient  cause  for  taking  the  step 
referred  to^much  more  if  it  is  recollected  that  the  delay 
in  such  answer  does  not  arise  fVom  any  omission  on  the 
part  of  the  minister,  but  from  circumstances  which  it  ia 
not  in  his  power  to  control.  These  circumstances  in  the 
present  instance,  as  the  undersigned  has  already  had  the 
honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  owing  to  the  ne- 
glect of  his  predecessors  in  the  office  at  this  time  under  his 
charge  in  some  of  the  matters  to  which  the  note  aforesaid 
of  the  26th  ultimo  refers,  are,  the  necessity  of  procuring 
documents  firom  the  offices  of  the  other  secretaries,  and 
even  from  the  Governments  of  the  respective  departments 
themselves ;  and  the  time,  although  it  may  be  very  pre- 
cious, requisite  to  collect  such  documents,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine deliberately  the  several  points  with  which  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  conversant  before  replying  to  them  in  a  man- 
ner called  for  by  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  the  desire 
of  the  Supreme  Government  to  render  satisfaction  to  that 
of  the  United  States  in  every  case,  supported  by  justice^ 
among  the  reclamations  which  have  been  preaented. 

These  oliservations  cannot  fail  to  have  their  due  weight 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis;  and 
as  the  undersigned  had  supposed  he  was  previously  im- 
pressed with  them,  the  greater  pain  was  caused  that  he 
should  have  imagined  the  Mexican  Government  had  paid 
littie  attention  to  his  note  aforesaid,  and  that  he  should  have 
manifested  any  intention  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  func- 
tions which  be  now  exercises. 

The  undenigtied,  with  the  advice  of  his  excellency  tiie 
President  ad  interim,  can  do  nothing  more  at  this  time 
than  reassure  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  Utat 
as  soon  as  he  can  collect  and  examine  all  the  necessary  data, 
he  will  reply  to  the  note  in  question.  He  haa  already  made 
requisitions  to  this  effect  for  those  that  are  wanting.  He 
will  hasten  their  transmission  to  this  office ;  and  he  protests 
that  he  will  occupy  himself  exclusively  witii  Uie  affurs 
which  the  honorable  Mr.  EUis  has  su\>mitted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Supreme  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  bis  excellency  the  assurance  of  bis  very  distin- 
guished consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hon.  Powbatah  Ellis, 

Charge  cT  Affaires  of  the  United  States. 
•  ^-^^ 

Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
LaoATioir  or  tbx  Ubitsd  States  or  Axxbica, 
Mexico,  November  10,  1836. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my 
note  of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  his  excellency  Josi 
Maiia  Ortiz  Monasterio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflhir% 
in  compliance  with  your  instructiona  of  the  SOth  of  July 
latt.  He  has  not  answered  this  communication.  You 
see  by  a  reference  to  his  note  of  the  21st  ultimo^  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  preceding  day,  that  he  designates  no  time  at 
which  he  will  be  prepared  to  give  the  necessary  explana- 
tions, and  under  such  justice  as  may  be  deemed  commen- 
surate with  the  injuries  oomplained  of  by  the  United  States. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  policy  of  this  Government 
has  not  been  such  as  to  inspire  me  with  entire  confidence 
in  their  ipeedy  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  our  diffi- 
culties, and  I  could  not  feel  myself  justified  in  waiting  upon 
them,  until  they  might  find  it  convenient  hereafter  to  ad- 
dress me  a  more  fevorable  note  upon  the  aubject.  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  moment  never  will  arrive, 
and  that  I  may  see  yon  in  Wasliington  city  before  the  end 
of  Jannaiy  next 

I  transmit  %  duplicate  of  my  despatch  No.  32^  and  hart 
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the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant.  PO  WHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JOHBT    FOBSXTH, 

Secretary  of  StaUf  Washington  City. 

Mr,  ElUe  to  Mr.  Moruuterio. 
LieiTioir  or  m  V.  States  of  Aht.btca, 
Mexico,  November  4,  188«. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  his  excellency 
Jos6  Maria  Ortis  Monasterio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
AflTairs,  that  he  has  witnessed,  with  the  greatest  pain  and 
anxiety,  the  failure  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  give 
a  favorable  response  to  his  notes  of  the  2ftth  of  September 
and  the  20th  of  October  Ia#t  past.     In  consequence  of  this 
state  of  things,  he  is  instructed  to  make  known  to  ^  the  Su- 
preme Mexican  Government,  that  unless  a  satisfactory 
anawer  be  received  within  the  space  of  two  weeks  from  the 
date  hereof,  he  is  directed  to  demand  his  passports,  and 
return  to  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  will  take  great  pleasure  in  meeting  your 
excellency  at  any  time,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  of  the 
numerous  causes  of  complaint  against  this  Government  by 
that  of  the  United  States  of  America;  and  he  improves  the 
present  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assu- 
rance of  bis  most  distinguished  corsideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency  Jose  Maui  a  OsTf  z  Moitastibxo, 
Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Eitis  to  JI6-.  For^tk.'^Extrad. 
LiainoB  or  m  U.  8.  of  Axxbica, 

Mexico,  November  80,  1896. 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have^eceived  from  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs an  answer  to  my  note  of  the  26th  of  September  last, 
and  it  is  wholly  unsatisfactory.  Unless  something  fiivor* 
able  should  occur  to  prdduce  a  change  of  determination,  I 
ahall  demand  my  passports  in  threa  or  four  days,  and  return 
to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JoHV  FOBSTTR, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth.-^Extraet. 

MexicOf  December  9,  1836. 
Sib:  •  •  •  • 

Mr.  Ooroetiza  has  arrived,  and  the  Government  paper  an- 
nouneee  that  his  conduct  in  the  United  States  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  competent  authority  here. 


dUr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  EUis. 
Dbpabthsht  or  Statx, 

Washington,  December  10,  1836. 
Sib  :  Mr.  Gorostisa  baa,  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
terminated  his  extraordinary  mission  to  the  United  States. 
The  President  will  not  belive  that  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment is  under  the  influence  of  the  obvious  prejudices  which 
have  distorted  and  discolored  every  object  seen  here  in  the 
T)ew  of  their  functionary.  The  full  and  frank  explanations 
of  his  motives  and  purposes,  in  the  precautionary  means 
taken  on  the  frontiers,  should  have  satisfied  that  Govern- 
ment that  nothing  could  lie  further  from  the  President's  in- 
tentions than  to  injure  Mexico  in  her  interests  or  in  her 
honor.  Under  this  conviction,  he  trusts  that  the  departure 
of  the  extraordinary  mission  will,  in  no  respect,  interrupt 
the  friandly  relatione  between  the  tiro  Gove^iMBents ;  and 


he  instrucU  me  to  say,  that  whatever  feelings  such  a  step 
was  calculated  to  produce,  it  shall  not  be  permitted  to  di- 
minish his  confidence  in  the  amicable  disposition  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  nor  to  operate  in  his  mind  prejudi- 
cially to  iu  interesU.  Although  the  President  supposes 
that  the  Mexican  Government  will  have  founds  in  the 
communications  heretofore  made  by  the  Department  to  its 
envoy  extraordinary,  satisfactrry  grounds  to  jostify  the 
measure  viewed  so  unfavorably  by  Mr.  Gorostixa,  yet  hb 
sincere  and  strong  desire  to  prevent  any  misunderatanding 
on  the  subject  induced  him  to  determine,  on  the  departure 
of  that  minister,  to  make  such  explanations  as  might  pre- 
vent the  Mexican  Government  from  being  muled  into  the 
adoption  of  the  errors  of  their  minister.  Since  my  return 
to  the  seat  of  Government,  the  great  preasure  of  other  pub- 
lic business,  and  the  condition  of  the  Premdent*s  health, 
have  delayed  until  now  the  execution  of  that  purpose. 

So  soon  as  the  contest  in  Texas  was  found  to  be  inevit- 
able, it  became  the  President's  duty  to  consider  its  probable 
consequences  to  the  United  States,  with  a  ^iew  to  guard 
against  the  injuries  it  might  produce  to  our  citixens,  and 
to  the  performance  of  the  obligations  of  the  Government  to 
a  fnendly  and  neighboring  Power.  The  more  immediate 
danger  was,  that  the  contending  parties  might,  in  the 
struggle,  find  it  necessary  or  convenient  to  seek,  Ibr  advan- 
tage or  protection,  refuge  on  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that,  being  pursued  by  their  adversaries,  our  soil 
might  become  the  battle-ground  for  deciding  the  cooteat 
SufBcient  warning  to  both  was  therefore  given,  that  ibii 
could  not  and  would  not  be  permitted.  Subaeqaent  ewnts 
rendered  any  further  precautionary  steps  in  that  regard  un- 
necessary ;  but  among  the  stipulations  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  to  each  other,  was  found  one  obliging  each 
party  to  rrstrain  the  Indians  within  iu  domintona  firom  all 
depredations  upon  th«  adjoining  Power.  The  extent  in 
which  this  provision  was  understood  by  Mexico  will  bs 
seen  by  recurring  to  the  complaints  made  to  this  Govern- 
ment, that  some  of  the  Indians  on  our  side  had  crosssd 
over,  without  even  an  allegation  of  its  having  been  done 
with  any  hostile  design  towards  Mexico.  Without  assent- 
ing to  ik9  claims  of  Mexico  as  to  the  extent  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  stipulation,  the 
President  was  duly  sensibls  that  it  required  dedeive  means 
on  his  part  to  prevent  the  Indians  withiu  the  United  Sutsi 
from  entering  into  the  quarrel  In  Tesa:<.  In  ndditfan  to 
warning  advice,  given  through  our  Indian  agents^  the  pit- 
sence  of  some  of  our  troops  was  deemed  indispensable  to 
enforce,  if  necessary,  the  council  given  to  them.  The  pre- 
sence of  this  force  was  imperatively  demanded  to  prevent 
evils  which  might  arise  from  various  other  causes.  Tbe 
savage  tril)es,  prone  to  war,  within  reach  of  the  contending 
parties,  were  numeroui ;  and,  on  the  Mexican  aide,  knows 
to  be  under  very  imperii  control.  These  warlike  tribob 
without  regard  to  the  combatants,  might  be  tempted  to  faU 
upon  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Statea  or  Mexico,  hoping 
that  their  depredations  might  be  imputed  to  the  knovB 
parties  in  the  war.  One  of  the  combatants,  in  the  eveot 
of  defeat,  or  to  strengthen  himself  against  the  more  p<4ent 
adversary,  might  solicit,  and,  it  was  to  be  feared,  might 
obtain,  the  active  co-operation  of  some  of  the  Indian  trihei, 
whose  conduct,  when  once  in  the  field,  it  would  be  iin- 
practieable  to  regulate  according  to  the  rules  of  ciailiisd 
warfare,  or  to  the  obligmtpons  of  their  alliee— to  respect  tbe 
territory,  the  persons  and  property  of  neutrals.  The  dis- 
tance of  the  scene  of  operations  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment compelled  the  Chief  Magiatrate  to  tmet  the  discre- 
tionary power  of  uaing  the  troops  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer; yet,  such  care  was  taken  in  framing  the  order,  pvea 
with  the  authority  to  act,  that  the  President  believed  it 
scarcely  possible  that  cause  of  just  complaint  could  aiwss 
yet,  from  extreme  eautian»  and  from  an  anxioos  deem  to 
prevent  tha  poawhili^  of  miaooncoptioii  on  Ihe  pert  ef 
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Mexican  Again. 


[26th  Covo.  UtSsBS* 


Mexico,  the  aCepe  taken  were  immediately  made  known  to 
the  minbter  plenipotentiary  of  that  country,  with  the  most 
eiplicit  specification  of  the  objects  for  which,  and  for  which 
alone,  the  discretionary  power  to  the  commanding  officer 
on  the  frontier  was  given.  The  President  did  not  doabt 
that,  on  the  actual  occurrence  of  any  of  the  evils  anticipar 
tecl,  or  on  satisfactory  evidence  of  imminent  danger  of 
them,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  on  the  frontier 
bad  an  indisputable  right,  in  defence  of  the  United  Sutes, 
or  in  protecting  Mexican  territory,  according  to  the  stipu- 
lation of  the  treaty,  to  occupy  any  position  on  either  side 
of  the  Hoe  supposed  to  divide  the  two  countries,  which 
might  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  perform  either  of  those 
duties.  Yet,  he  deemed  it  proper,  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  contest  in  Texas,  to  limit  thst  discre- 
tion by  special  instructions  to  move  towards  the  Mexican 
side  only  under  a  sute  of  things  which  should  make  that 
step  justifiable  in  the  eyes  even  of  those  who  were  disposed 
to  watch  every  movement  on  our  part  with  suspicion  and 
jealou^. 

You  will  ^rceive  that  Mr.  Gorostiza,  in  his  conference 
with  me,  disUnctly  admitted  our  right,  in  the  event  of  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States  by  Mexican  Indians,  to  invade 
the  territory  of  Texas,  either  to  prevent  intended  injury, 
or  to  punish  actual  depredation.  In  a  note  written  subse- 
quenUy,  he  seeks  to  avoid  the  force  of  that  admission,  by 
confounding  the  principle  upon  which  it  obviously  resta 
with  the  right  of  making  war  for  a  violation  of  treaty  en- 

Sgements.  You  will  find  no  difficulty  in  showing  to  the 
exican  Government  that  it  resU  upon  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations,  entirely  distinct  from  those  on  which  war  m 
justified-*o])on  the  immutable  principles  of  self-defenc^->up- 
on  the  principles  which  justify  decisive  measures  of  precau- 
tion to  prevent  irreparable  evil  to  our  own  or  to  a  neighbor- 
ing people.  The  groesneas  of  the  error  of  placing  it  on 
the  right  of  war,  as  also  the  folly  of  relying  upon  that  mode 
of  redress,  you  can  render  obvious,  by  supposing  that  hoe- 
tUitiee  were,  under  present  circumstances  on  the  frontier, 
about  to  begin,  our  fellow  citixens,  of  all  ages  and  classes, 
to  be  exposed  to  massacre,  their  property  to  destruction, 
and  the  whole  frontier  to  be  laid  waste  by  those  savagee 
Mexico  was  bound  to  control.  Until  these  evils  happen, 
on  Mr.  Goroetixa's  theory,  we  have  no  right  to  take.a  po- 
sition which  will  enable  us  to  act  with  effect ;  and,  before 
we  do  act,  according  to  our  promises  under  the  thirty-third 
article  of  the  treaty,  after  the  frontier  has  been  desolated, 
we  mast  demand  redress  of  Mexico— wait  for  it  to  be  re- 
fused—and  then  make  war  upon  Mexico.  We  are  quietly 
to  eufiier  injuries  we  might  prevent,  in  the  expecUtion  of 
redrees  redress  for  irreparable  injuries  from  Mexico,  who 
did  not  inflict  them,  but  who  was,  from  circomatancee, 
without  the  power  to  prevent,  as  she  would  be,  after  they 
wene  inflicted,  without  the  power  to  redress  them.  To 
make  war  upon  Mexico  for  this  ioToluntary  failure  to  com- 
ply with  her  obligations,  would  be  equivalent  to  an  attempt 
to  convert  her  miefortunes  into  crimee— her  inability  into 
gnjit.  If  these  injuries  had  been  committed,  and  our  com- 
plaints made  to  Mexico,  what  answer  could  be  ^ven  to  de- 
clarations of  the  Mexican  Government  like  these:  «  We 
had  not  pcrwer  to  prevent  the  evils  of  which  you  complain. 
Oor  inability  to  ^rform  our  promisee  was  well  known  to 
you*  It  was  your  duty,  having  the  means,  to  prevent 
theaa  evils.  We  expected  this  would  be  done ;  and  if,  un- 
wisely, you  have  suffered  them  to  be  inflicted  upon  you, 
whiia  we  regret  infinitely  what  has  occurred,  we  can  only 
express  our  regret,  and  call  upon  you  to  consider  that  your 
vengeance  should  UX\  not  on  Mexico  w  her  citizens,  but  upon 
the  tribes  who  committed  the  cruelties  on  your  frontiers,  or 
upoD  the  rebellious  people  (in  Texas)  by  whom  those  tribee* 
should  have  been  reetrained  V^  In  determining  upon  the 
precaotioQs  anthoriied  by  hUn  to  avert  evile  that  could  not 
be  i«^paired,  to  avoid  the  mockery  of  calling  npon  Mexico 


for  redraes  for  injuries  it  was  out  of  her  power  to  guard 
against,  and  the  cruelty  of  seeking  for  satisfaction  of  weak- 
ness which  was  doe  only  from  guilt,  the  President  will 
not— cannot — ^believe  that  Mexico,  in  the  present  condition 
of  affairs,  will  consider  her  character  or  interests  in  the 
slightest  degree  injured;  and  you  will  distinctly  state  to 
that  Government  that,  until  they  have  a  force  competent  to 
perform  the  treaty  stipulations  near  the  frontier,  he  will  be 
compelled  to  regard  every  indication  of  dissatisfaction  as 
founded  not  upon  the  principles  of  national  law,  but  on  a 
groundless  suFpicion  of  the  intentions  of  the  United  States* 

I  shall  aend,  with  this  despatch,  a  copy  of  the  President's 
message  at  the  opening  of  Congress,  from  which  you  will 
be  able  to  draw  additional  evidences  of  the  just  and  amica- 
ble intentions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  President  de- 
sires that  yon  should  give  such  explanations  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government  as  these  instructions  will  enable  you  to 
make ;  which,  if  received  in  the  proper  and  friendly  apirit 
in  which  they  are  offered,  will,  be  trusU,  remove  all  ground 
for  doubts  and  anxieties,  if  any  have  been  entertained  on 
the  aubject. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  President,  if  this  commnni- 
lotion,  which  you  will  have  to  make  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, was  limited  to  these  explanations.  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  conduct  of  iu  late  minister  eTtraordinavy  has  made 
it  necessary  to  touch  upon  even  a  more  unpleasant  topic. 
You  will  learn  with  astonishment  that  Mr.  Gorostixa* 
while  enjoying  his  diplomatic  privilege,  although  after  ha 
had  declared  his  mission  at  an  end,  published,  on  his  owo 
authority,  a  pamphlet  (a  copy  of  which  ie  herewith  sent  to 
you)  conuining  parts  of  his  unpublished  correepondeDca 
with  this  Depsirtment,  and  extracto  ^om  hie  letters  to  the 
Mexican  Secfetary  of  Foreign  Relations,  with  a  long  in- 
troductory preface.  The  publication  of  his  eorreepondence 
with  the  Department,  without  the  authority  of  his  Govern- 
ment, is  believed  to  be  unexampled  in  the  history  of  dipto- 
macy,  and  was  not  decorous  to  the  Ctovemment  of  the 
United  States.  The  extracts  from  his  eorreepondence  with 
his  own  Government,  and  his  introduction  to  the  wholes 
eontain  statements  and  comments  defamatorr  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  obviously  in- 
tended to  injure  the  character  of  both,  for  honor  and  good 
faith»  in  the  eyea  of  the  world.  This  pamphlet,  although 
not  circulated  generally  among  our  citiiens,  was  in  the 
handa  of  editors  of  newspaperp,  who  have  published  ex- 
tracts from  it ;  and  the  President  has  beeif  Informed  that 
two  copies  of  it  were  sent  by  its  author,  at  the  moment  of 
his  departure  from  the  United  States,  to  some,  if  not  to  all, 
the  members  of  the  foreign  and  diplomatic  body  accredited 
here.  This  act,  still  more  extraordinary,  becauae  it  almost 
immediately  followed  the  communication  of  the  Preaident's 
intention  to  direct  that  explanations,  which  he  believed 
would  be  satisfactory,  should  be  made  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, bae  excited  but  one  aentiment  among  thoee  to 
whom  it  is  known.  In  directing  you  to  make  known  the 
publication  of  thia  pamphlet  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
the  President  does  not  doubt  the  truth  of  the  declaration 
made  by  iU  author,  that  this  publication  was  his  own  per- 
sonal act,  for  which  he  had  no  authority  from  his  Govern- 
ment; nor  will  he  permit  himself  to  suppose  for  an  instant, 
that  it  will  adopt  or  sanction  conduct  so  glaringly  violating 
all  the  decorum  of  diplomatic  usage;  ao  disiespeetfultothe 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States;  so  unworthy 
the  representative  of  a  respectable  Government;  and  so  well 
calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmony  and  good  will  which 
ought  to  aubsist  between  the  United  Statea  and  Mexico. 

How  far  the  character  of  the  Mexican  Government  for 
decorum  and  justice,  and  an  honorable  desire  to  tesintain 
a  respectable  rank  among  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
worid,  require  a  distinct  manifestation  of  ita  just  displeasure 
at  such  an  extraordinary  step,  are  questionB  that  betong  to 
itself  alone  tcconaidei  and  decide. 
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In  giving  you  this  instruction  to  make  known  to  the 
Mexican  OoTernment  the  conduct  of  its  envoy,  without  a 
demand  of  repar«tion  at  its  hands,  the  President  is  in- 
fluenced, as  well  by  the  explicit  disavowal  of  the  envoy  of 
all  participation  on  the  part  of  his  Government  in  the  act 
complained  of,  as  by  the  sincere  conviction,  already  ex- 
pressed, that  a  step  so  reprehensible  will  not  be  counte- 
nanced by  it.  But  if,  contrary  to  all  just  expectation,  the 
Mexican  Government  shall  adopt  that  act,  or  give  sanction 
to  it,  by  approving  of  their  minister's  conduct,  the  con- 
tinuance of  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  coon- 
tries  can  no  longer  be  either  useful  or  reputable  to  the 
United  States.  However  painful  may  he  the  consequen- 
ces, the  honor  of  Xhe  American  people  requires  the  Presi- 
dent to  instruct  you,  as  I  now  do,  in  that  event,  to  de- 
mand your  passports,  and  to  return,  forthwith,  bringing 
with  you  all  the  archives  of  the  legation,  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servimt, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

PowBxTAN  Ellis,  Esq., 

Chargd  tTAffmres  of  the  U.  S.  Mexico, 

Mr,  ElUa  to  Mr.  Forgytli, 

L  to  AT]  09  OP  TBB  U.  StaTBB  OV  AxXBICA, 

Mexieop  December  14,  1836. 

8i«  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  demanded 
my  passports  of  this  Government  on  the  13th  instant,  and 
shall  repair  to  Washington  city  without  delay.  To  the 
note,  embracing  this  demand,  I  have  as  yet  received  no  re- 
ply. The  correspondence  which  led  to  this  state  of  thinge 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  present  to  you  previously  to  my  re- 
tam  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  JoHir  Pobsttb, 

Secretary  ofState^  Waehmgton  city. 


Mr.  EUietoMr.  Foreyth — Extract. 

Lboatiob  ot  TBB  U.  Statbs  or  Ajcxbica, 

Mexico,  December  31,  1836. 

Sib: 

I  have  not  rpceived  an  answer  to  my  note  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, demanding  my  passports  of  this  Government,  with 
a  view  to  return  to  the  ITnited  States.*  To-morrow  I 
shall  addrees  a  second  note  to  the  acting  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  demanding  them  within  a  given  time;  and  if 
they  are  not  sent  to  me,  I  shall  leave  tUs  capital  without 
them. 

I  am  folly  persuaded  that  nothing  but  a  prompt,  firm, 
and  decisive  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  will  induce  these  people  to  adjust 
the  subjects  of  controversy  between  the  two  Govern- 
menu.  •••••• 

Hon.  JOBV  FOBSTTB, 

Secretary  of  StatCf  WoMhington  dty. 
Mr.  Perrine  to  Mr.  ElHs. 

COKtVLATX  OP  TBB  UbITBB  StaTBS  OP  AjffBBIGA, 

CampeaeAy,  October  I,  1886. 
Sib:  I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  official  letters  to 
the  gefe  politico  of  this  city,  to  neither  of  which  have  I  yet 
received  any  written  reply ;  nor  has  either  the  American 
seaman  been  delivered,  or  his  protection  been  returned  to 
me.     The  gefe  politico  profesees  to  be  as  friendly  and 

*The  nois  of  the  TtJh  was  not  seat  Into  the  Office  of  Foreign  Re- 
IstloDs  ontil  the  13ili,  in  consequence  of  ihe  copy  of  It  not  having  been 
completed,  and  the  Intenrontlon  of  three  successive  feast  days,  which 
prevented  the  twinssalon  gf  peMlc  bustnssi. 


g^tefol  to  me  as  any  Mexican  can  be  to  an  American.  He 
has  verbally  told  me  several  timee  that  he  was  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  obtain  said  American  seaman,  by  writing 
to  the  commander,  and  by  even  visiung  the  squadron; that 
the  officers  have  falsely  assured  him  that  the  sailor  had 
been  sent  ashore ;  and  that  he  was  only  waiting  for  his 
arrival  to  return  said  sailor  and  his  protection  to  me,  with 
an  official  reply  to  my  communication.  As,  however,  I 
know  these  people  too  welt  to  believe  that  said  sailor  will 
be  released,  and  as  I  am  informed  that  several  other  Ameri- 
can seamen  are  also  impreeeed  into  the  Mexican  eerrioe  to 
fight  the  Texians,  I  write  this  communication  with  the 
hope  that  you  will  obtain  an  order  from  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  have  all  such  Americans  set  at  liberty,  to  pro- 
hibit any  further  impressment  of  our  sailors,  and  to  punish 
all  their  guilty  oppressors,  past,  present,  and  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedisnt 
servant,  HENRY  PERHINE. 

Hon.  PowHATAir  ElIis, 

American  Minister  in  Mexico. 


Mr.  Borrough  to  Mr.  Foreyth. 
Covsulatk  or  tbb  U.  States  or  Ambbica, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  9%,  1886. 

Sib  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  reveal  to  you  the  facts  of 
an  outrage,  not  less  monstrous  m  principle  than,  perhaps 
grave  in  Its  consequences,  committed  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Mexican  Government  in  this  place  on  the  persons  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  composing  a  part  of  the  na- 
val force  of  the  United  States  Government. 

The  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  the  eomrnand 
of  Master  Commandant  Mervine,  and  to  which  the  subjects 
referred  to  were  attached,  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  25th 
of  October,  and  came  to  andior,  as  usual,  near  Ae  **  Is- 
land Saerificioe."  On  the  fbllowiDg  day,  at  an  hour  pr^ 
viously  stipulated  by  the  authorities,  the  customary  civili- 
ties of  friendly  Powers  were  interchanged.  The  dBoeit 
of  the  ship  now  honored  us  with  occasional  visits,  diigxis- 
ing  of  their  boat's  crew,  when  at  the  city,  as  drcumstanoes 
lundered  neoessery  and  convenient. 

It  was  on  the  2d  instant  that  Mr.  Renshaw,  passed  mid- 
shipman, belonging  to  the  said  ship  Natchez,  arrived  at 
the  mole,  and  who  soon  after  appeared  at  my  ofltce,  bear- 
ing a  note  from  Captain  Mervine  to  my  addrese.  This  be- 
ing presented,  he  informed  me  that  he  should  return  in 
the  course  of  half  an  hour  and  take  charge  of  any  leticn 
that  I  might  require  him  to  carry  to  the  ship.  Scarcely 
fifteen  minutee  had  elapsed  when  a  gentlemaD  ealled  and 
desired  me,  for  *'  God's  sake  to  hasten  to  the  mole;**  that 
the  boat's  crew  of  the  American  man-of-war  were  actaeked 
and  being  murdered  by  the  Mexican  soldiery — ^the  gusvd 
at  the  gate ;  that  several  of  the  men  were  already  mudi  in- 
jured, if  not  actually  killed.  I  quickly  repaired  to  the 
mole,  where  I  beheld  two  of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United 
Statee  ship  Natchez  prostrate ;  and  from  the  evidences  of 
personal  violence,  (their  bodies  being  literally  coveied  wfdi 
blood,)  I  supposed  the  vital  spark  extinct;  and  therefore 
proceeded  to  the  boat  lying  at  a  short  distance  from  than, 
and  in  which  I  discovered  six  other  seamen  belonging  to 
the  said  ship.  They  were  somewhat  intaxieated,  and  al- 
so showed  marks  of  a  personal  combat,  and  who  wne 
writhing  under  the  wounds  which  I  was  informed  they  had 
received  from  the  Mexican  soldiery,  boatmen,  and  others 
of  the  country,  and  by  whom  it  appears  they  had  been  at- 
tacked ;  the  former  using,  in  the  confiict,  tfaor  entfanses 
and  l^ayoneted  muskets,  whilst  the  latter  aesailed  them  with 
fragments  of  stone,  clubs,  knivea,  and  eoch  other  mtsailes 
as  chance  had  thrown  in  their  way. 

By  this  time  a  number  of  eoktieta  had  eoileded,  and 
among  whom  ivere  likewlae  officers,  oocapying  a  poettioa 
near  the  boat  of  the  N^msy  the  fimner  havuiy  their 
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deadly  WMponty  their  arms  poiied  in  thedireetion  of  the 
crew,  and  the  officeni,  with  swords  in  hand,  all  apparently 
mnch  ezdied.  The  Mamen  were  at  this  time  qaiescent, 
under  the  charge  ol  Mr.  Renshaw,  who  had  reached  the 
mole  some  minutes  previous  to  my  arrival,  and  to  whom  it 
is  just  to  say,  that  his  ofiScer-like  conduct,  on  this  occa- 
sion, reflects  on  him  the  highest  credit,  and  to  whose 
authority  the  seamen  at  once  yielded,  but  on  whom  I  was 
apprehensive  that  tho  soldieiy  would  have  fired,  and  which 
there  is  reason  to  betieve  was  meditated,  and  would  have 
been  tacitly  sanctioned  by  the  officer  of  the  guard,  had 
Don  Manuel  Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  the  port,  at  this 
awful  juncture,  not  interposed  his  authority;  who,  being 
moved  by  feelings  of  humanity,  not  less  than  of  jus- 
tice, in  behalf  of  the  already  half-murdered  crew,  averted 
the  bloody  deed. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  perhaps,  in  this  place,  to  state, 
that  I  am  informed  the  above-named  officer  entertains  the 
opinion,  in  common  with  many  of  his  countrymen,  not 
influenced  by  prejudice,  admitting  the  military  tribunal  to 
be  ex  offkio  empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affiiir  in 
question — a  point  which  he  is  unwilling  to  concede.  No 
chargta  of  a  magnitude  worthy  the  notice  of  the  Mexican 
Government  can,  or  oughts  in  anywise,  to  rest  against 
the  boat's  crew  of  the  Natchez. 

Returning  to  the  more  pertinent  points  of  our  subject : 
it  being  conceived  by  Mr.  Renshaw,  and  justly  so,  that 
the  seamen  ware  incapacitated  for  duty,  being  midmed  and 
otherwise  disabled,  and  that  it  would  be  jeopardizing  the 
fives  of  all  to  embark  for  the  ship,  the  weather  being  bioist- 
erous,  and  a  heavy  sea  running,  he  appealed  to  me,  asking 
how,  or  in  what  manner,  he  should  dispose  of  his  men  1 
Apprehending  the  consequences  of  any  renewal  of  hostili- 
ties, and  as  a  measure  of  necessity,  for  the  personal  se- 
curity of  the  said  boat's  crew  against  further  violence,  I 
recommended  their  being,  for  the  present,  placed  in  charge 
ef  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  to  whose  care,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Renshaw,  they  were  accordingly  intrusted  for 
safe-keeping,  subject  to  the  order  of  Mr.  R. ;  and  all  of 
whom,  with  the  exception  of  two^  were  put  in  temporary 
confinement.  These,  being  badly  wounded,  were  sent  to 
the  bosffttal  for  the  benefit  of  surgical  aid. 

At  an  early  hour  next  morning,  an  officer  arrived  from 
the  ship  Natchez,  and  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from 
the  commander,  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  marine 
at  this  place,  expressive  of  his  regret  at  the  occurrence  of 
the  previous  day,  and  in  which  he  assured  the  command- 
ant of  marine  "that,  on  an  investigation  of  the  affair,  if 
it  should  appear  that  the  boat's  crew  of  the  ship  Natchez, 
nqder  his  command,  were  the  aggressors  in  the  case,  they 
should  receive  condign  punishment." 

This  letter  being  presented,  was  read  and  returned  to 
the  commander  of  the  Natchez,  with  a  verbal  message 
frona  General  Yasquez,  the  then  military  commandant  of 
the  Sute,  and  to  whom  it  had  been  submitted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Marine  Department. 

An  application  being  made  to  the  captain  of  the  port  for 
the  release  of  the  seamen,  I  received  fur  answer,  that  <<an 
order  having  been  issued  from  superior  authority  to  detain 
them,  he  regretted  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  comply 
with  my  request."  I  now  waited  on  the  military  com- 
mandant general  in  regard  to  the  men,  who  informed  me 
thai  the  •*  mariners,  my  countrymen,"  "  whose  liberation 
was  asked,  had  outraged  the -laws  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic ;  had  assaulted  the  miliury  guard  at  the  mole ;  and  for 
%vhich  ofience,  the  penalty,  by  the  criminal  code  of  Mexi- 
co, was  a  sentence  to  at  least  six  years'  hard  labor  in  the 
pnhlic  streets,  and  to  which  they  would  be  condemned  and 
made  to  sufier,  should  the  charges  be  substantiated ;"  and 
who  accordingly  refused  to  order  the  lilieration  of  the  said 
seamen. 

The  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez  now 


addressed  a  communication  to  the  above-mentioned  autho* 
rity,  under  cover  of  note  from  this  consulate,  protesting 
against  the  detention  of  said  seamen,  and  demanding  their 
liberation,  but  which  was  disregarded  by  the  aforesaid  au- 
thority. 

Captain  Mervine,  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  release 
of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  ship  under  his  command,  unlaw- 
fully detained  by  the  authorities  of  this  place,  left  for 
Pensacola;  via  Tampico,  on  the  10th  of  this  mouth. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  seamen  still  remain  in 
prison,  and  whose  fate  and  final  destiny  must  depend  on 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  such  measures  as 
may  be  adopted  by  the  representative  of  the  United  States 
at  the  city  of  Mexico  for  their  liberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  facts,  as  detailed, 
have  been  submitted  officially  to  the  notice  of  the  charg^ 
d'affiiires  of  the  United  Sutcs  at  the  capiul  of  this  repub- 
lic, and  who  has  been  pleased  to  say  that  he  will  do  all  in 
his  power  to  procure  the  release  of  the  American  seamen 
held  in  confinement  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  authorities 
of  Vera  Cruz. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  all  communication  with 
the  said  mariners  has  been  precluded  me.  Three  several 
notes,  addressed  to  the  highest  functionary  of  the  local  Gov- 
ernment, requesting  permission  to  visit  them,  and  to  minis- 
ter to  their  comfort,  have  been  written ;  all  which  has  been 
denied  me :  thus  contravening  my  official  immunities  to  the 
prejudice  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  shut  up  within 
the  walls  of  a  damp  and  loathsome  prison,  and  who  are  en- 
during all  the  pains,  privations,  and  sufferings  of  mind  and 
body,  incident  to  a  state  of  incertitude  and  inquisitorial 
discipline. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  BUUROUOH. 

The  Hon.  Johx  Fokstth, 

Department  of  State,  Washington. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr,  Forsyth — Extract, 

CoirsvLATx  or  tib  Umitu  Statbs  or  Ahiricj, 
Vera  Cruz,  Dseember  1,  1886. 

Sim :  My  respects  to  the  Department,  No.  51,  will  have 
apprized  you  of  a  recent  outrage  committed  on  the  persons 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  this  place. 

The  sufferers  on  the  occasion  were  James  Hover,  Henry 
Hebert,  Richard  Freeman,  Daniel  Groves,  John  Williams, 
Samuel  Long,  John  Davis,  and  Samuel  Molden,  of  and 
tielonging  to  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  and 
who  have  been  detained  and  imprisoned  by  the  authorities 
of  this  Government,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  service 
of  the  United  States,  without  any  just  cause  for  the  arbi- 
trary measures  pursued. 

■  I  have  now  the  gratification  to  state  that  the  above  men- 
tioned seamen  were  released  from  confinement  on  the  36th 
ultimo,  and  delivered  to  the  charge  of  this  consulate,  and 
who  are  retained  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  Commodore  Dallas. 

I  regret  to  add,  that  the  health  of  the  aforementioned 
mariners  is  much  impaired,  not  only  from  the  wounds  re- 
ceived from  the  Mexican  soldiery  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
November,  but  from  their  subsequent  confinement  in  a 
humid  and  loathsome  prison,  (sppropriated  to  convicts,) 
for  the  period  of  twenty -three  days,  on  a  short  allowance 
of  food. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant. 

M.  BURROUGH. 
The  Hon.  John  FoasxTH, 

Department  of  State,  Washing/on. 


248 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  Settten's  Register. 


25th  Goso.  l8t  Sk88.] 


Mexican  Affairs, 


Mr,  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth^-^Extract, 

JjKgation  or  THB  Uhitbd  States  of  Amkhica, 

Mexico^  September  7,  1836. 

Sir: 

•  ••♦•» 

Aflor  a  ftroug  opp4MiUon  on  the  part  of  the  foreicn  mer- 
cbtnti  rMidenUi  in  (hid  capital,  the  forced  loan  authorised 
by  an  act  of  Congrem  of  the  16th  of  June  last  has  been 
ultimately  enforo^.  In  general,  they  permitted  their 
■tores  to  be  embargoed,  and  their  goods  to  be  seiaed,  to  an 
extent  suificient  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  loan  apportion* 
ed  to  each,  and  the  expenses  of  the  embargo ;  at  the  same 
time,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  my  instructions^ 
forn^ly  protesting  against  the  right  of  this  Government  to 
levy  such  contributions  on  them.  As  it  is  contemplated  by 
the  American  merchants  who  have  iiuffered  by  this  measure 
to  enter  a  claim  for  satis&ction  against  the  Mexican  Gov- 
emmenty  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you,  at  your 
earliest  leisure,  instructions  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to 

pursue. 

•  •«••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  respect,  sir,  your 
o'«dient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  the  Hon.  Jobv  Fosstth, 

Secreidry  of  Stale,  Washington  c'tiy, 

3lr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Ellis. 

Dbpartnbt  or  Statb, 
Washington  December  ^Ot  1886. 

8ia :  With  regard  to  the  forced  loan  authorized  by  an 
act  of  the  Mexican  Congress  of  the  16th  Juue  last,  I  am 
directed  to  instruct  you  that,  if  the  exaction  which  that 
Government  made  by  it  were  a  mere  tax  or  contribution 
levied  upon  the  inhabitants  generally,  our  citizens  resident 
in  Mexico  would  have  no  right  to  complain,  as  they  are 
subjected  to  such  diarges  by  the  treaty.  If,  however,  in 
iuoxecQtion,  (as  from  No.  18  appears  to  have  been  the 
case, )  the  law  should  be  construed  te  authorize  a  loan  or 
contract  really  compulaory,  you  will  persiat,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  instructions  heretofore  given  you,  in  demanding 
redrew.  Where  practicable,  this  might  be  afforded  by  a 
return  of  the  property  taken,  in  kind ;  and  where  not,  by 
the  payment  of  the  value  in  money,  with  full  indemnity, 
in  either  case,  for  the  damages  sustained. 

F  have  the  honur  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  FOI^SYTII. 

PowHiTAX  Ellis,  Esq., 

Charge  (TAffairi'S  of  th4  United  States,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Elhs  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

LKtATioN  or  THE  Unitkd  Statks  of  Axbkica, 

Mexico,  October  15,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  yon  a 
copy  of  my  note  to  his  excellency  Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Mon- 
ssicrio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  A  flairs,  in  relation  to 
an  outrage  recently  committed  on  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Mexican  authorities  in  Vera  Cruz.  The  ac- 
companying copy  of  a  letter  from  Marmaduke  Burrough, 
Esq.,  our  consul  at  that  place,  contains  the  information 
upon  which  T  acted. 

These  renewed  and  aggravated  instances  of  insult  and 
sggression  on  the  flag  of  a  friendly  Power,  I  trust  will  re* 
ceive  the  marked  reprehension  of  the  President  of  United 
States.  So  long  as  they  are  sufiered  to  pass  by  without 
notice,  so  long  will  they  be  continued  by  a  people  who 
have  heretofore  shown  but  little  respect  to  the  rights  of 
others. 

I  have   not  heard  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  AlTairs 


since  his  note  of  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  me  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  Obedient 
■ervant.  POWHATAN  BLL18. 

Hon.  JOHJC  FORSTTR, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

CORSULATE  OF  THE  U.  StaTXS  or  AxKlICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  October  8, 1836. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  outrages  of  s  luiooi 
character  have  this  day  been  committed  bv  theGovenment 
authorities  of  Vera  Cruz,  oa  the  flag-of  the  Uailsd  8ut«. 
The  American  brig  Fourth -of- July,  of  Baltimore,  whereof 
Shubael  G.  Rogers  is  master^  was  this  morning  taken  for- 
cible possession  of  by  officers  of  this  Goveramenl;  tbi 
master  placed  under  guard,  and  finally,  with  kii  ofiicfn 
and  crew,  driven  en  shore.  The  Mexican  flag  wte  hsM, 
under  the  fire  of  a  gun,  at  1  P.  M. 

The  master,  I  take  occasion  to  state,  has  not  signed,  u 
yet,  any  bill  of  sale  or  other  document  of  oouTsjenoe ;  tlii 
consignee  and  agent  of  this  Government  fur  the  poichaiouf 
the  said  vessel,  being  unprepared  to  comply  with  all  the 
requiaitioha  indicated  in  the  letter  of  instructioas  which  the 
master  bears,  as  vendor,  from  the  owner,  Mr.  Edmaod 
Didier,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 
.  The  said  master  has  entered  protest  before  roe  aguBtt 
the  proceedings  had  by  the  Mexican  authorities  i  iodb^^w 
the  ease  will  Urminate,  is  yet  doubtful.  Fortuaatel;,  ihi 
United  States  ship  Boston  ie  still  in  port,  and,  tt  m}  iC' 
qaest,  will  remain  a  day  or  two  longer.  1  sfaall  coofa 
with  the  commander  of  the  Boeton  in  this  case,  tod  for* 
nish  him  with  copies  of  the  depositions  of  Captaia  Rogen 
and  his  officers ;  and  may  havo  it  in  my  power  to  give  yoo 
further  information  on  the  subject  in  my  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  meet  respectfully  jwt  obedi- 
ent servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  PowBATAV  Ellis, 

Chargd  (T Affaires  United  States  at  Maito. 

P.  S.  Captain  Rogers  hM  put  into  my  hands  the  imwnt 
claimed  for  payment  of  seamen,  ae  required  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  38th  of  Febraary,  1808,  in  relitton  to 
discharge  of  seamen  in  a  foreign  port ;  but  who  has,  egne- 
ably  to  the  ship*s  roll  and  shipping  articks  of  the  bng 
Fourth-of- July,  violated  the  requisitions  of  the  first  lectioo 
of  the  above  act  referred  to  in  yonr  official  oomiiioniettioD 
of  the  Ist  instant.  M.  B. 

Mr,  Ellis  to  J^.  Monasterio, 

Legation  op  t«x  Uititxi)  Statxs  or  Axxairi, 
Mexico,  October  14.  1M« 

The  nndersigned,  rharg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Butei 
of  America,  begs  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  [bif 
he  is  advised  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Ven 
Cruz,  that,  on  the  8th  instant,  certain  Mexican  oflia» 
boarded  the  American  brig  Pourth-of-July,  of  BtltimOT, 
8.  C.  Rogers,  master,  then  lying  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz:  forcibly  took  poasessiun  of  her,  plfc«^  J;' 
captain  under  guard,  and  finally  compelled  him  end  «< 
crew  to  go  on  shore ;  at  the  same  time  supplanting  the  flij 
of  the  United  States  and  hoisting  that  of  this  nation,  aoder 
the  firing  of  artillery. 

The  undersigned  will  refrain  from  making  any  wmmcDt 
on  this  extraordinary  and  unexpected  outrage  committfa 
on  the  flag  of  his  country,  under  a  full  conviciion  thai  tw 
acu  were  perpetrated  without  the  knowledge  or  euibonU 
of  this  Government.  He  will,  however,  remark,  that  joa^ 
excellency  must  at  once  see  the  enormity  of  ihf  ofleoP?. 
as  well  as  the  mea!«nre  of  redress  exprctetl  ond*r  such  n'- 
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cuiMtonoesr  H^  theMfore^  ta  aotiotDg  thi»  caM,  feel*  it 
to  be  hu  duty  io  demand  of  the  Mezicea  Government  the 
immeJiate  rettoratioo  of  the  veetel  in  question,  with 
damegea  for  her  detention-;  the  prompt  and  exemplar j 
punishoient  of  the  author  of  such  UwIom  proceedings,  and 
doe  satiifaction  for  the  indignity  ofiored  to  the  United 
Stales  in  the  forcible  and  arbitrary  seizure  of  one  of  her 
veaaela^  without  any  juat  exoute  whatever. 

The  undersigned  profiu  of  this  occasion  to  otta  to  Mr. 
Monaaterio  the  assurance  of  his  personal  esteem  and  very 
aistingnishcd  consideration.        POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Ta  hia  Excellency 

Joas  Mabia  OaTiz  Movastskio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mr,   Forsyth  to  M:   Ellis.— Extract. 

DxPAaTMKNT  OF  StATE, 

Washington,  December  9,  1838. 
Sia: 

•  •*••• 

With  regard  to  the  affair  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  in  your  No.  29,  I  have  to  slate  that  the  Navy 
Department  is  in  possession  of  information  that  the  olvn- 
ens  of  the  brig  Fourih-of- July  are  content.  You  will  eoo- 
sequently  desist  from  claiming  her,  or  damages  for  her  de- 
tention, as  American  property.  The  circumstances,  how- 
ever, under  which  the  vessel  is  represented  to  have  been 
seized  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  afford  such  strong  pre- 
sumptive proof  of  a  design  on  their  part  to  insult  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  tliat  you  will,  on  that  point,  piess 
for  proper  satisfaction.  Acu  of  that  character,  proceeding 
from  whatever  motive,  cannot  be  overlooked  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,.yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

PowBATAV  Ellis,  Esq., 

Chargd  (T Affaires  of  the  United  States,  Mexico. 

Mr,  Bins  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

United  Statks  ship  Bostok, 

BalizCf  January  12.  1837. 
Si& :  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  which  presents 
itself  at  this  moment,  to  ndvise  you  that  I  took  my  depart- 
ure from  the  Mexican  capital  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and 
ahail  use  every  exertion  to  reach  Washington  city,  with 
the  archives  of  the  legation,  by  the  1st  of  February. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.   JoH9  FOBSTTQ, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 


PRESIDENT  OP  THE  REPUBLIC  OF   MEXICO. 

Message  fronn  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting his  correspondence  with  General  Santa  Anna, 
I*resi£nt  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  in  compliance 
toith  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16/A  instant, 

'     Jantatry  1,    1837,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  compiiance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
th«  16th  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  by  the  Presi- 
dent- of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  copy  of  my  reply  to 
tHe  same,  on  the  4th  of  September.  No  other  commani- 
cmUan  npon  the  snbieet  of  the  resoltttioQ  referred  to  has 
been  made  to  the  Executive  by^any  other  foreign  Govern- 
xoent,  or  hy  any  porson  claiming  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexi- 
eo.  ANDREW  JACKSON* 

Y/sMUiM^vo90  January  18,  1837. 
Vol.  XIV.— A  sa 


The  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 
[Translation.] 
OoLpVBiA,  {in  Texas,)  July  4,  1836. 

MucB  ssTxsxxn  Sin:  In  fulfilment  of  tbe  duties  which 
patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public  man,  I  came 
to  this  country  at  the  head  of  six  thousand  Mexicans.  The 
chances  of  war,  made  inevitable  by  circumstances,  reduced 
me  to  the  condition  of  a  prisoner,  in  which  I  still  remain, 
as  you  may  have  already  learned.  The  disposition  evinced 
by  General  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  General  Thomas 
J.  Rusk,  for  the  termination  of  the  war,  the  decision  of 
the  President  and  Cabinet  of  Texas  in  favor  of  a  proper 
compromise  between  the  contending  parties,  and  my  own 
conviction,  produced  the  conventions  of  which  I  send  you 
copies  enclosed,  and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  General 
Filiaola,  my  second  in  command,  to  retire  from  tbe  river 
Brasos,  where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Bravo  del  Norte. 

As  then  was  no  doubt  that  General  Filiaola  would  re- 
ligiously comply,  as  far  aa  concerned  himself,  the  Presi- 
dent and  cabinet  agreed  that  I  should  set  off  for  Mexico, 
in  Older  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements;  and,  with  that, 
intent,  I  embarked  on  board  the  schooner  Invincible,  which 
was  to  earry  mo  to  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Unfortunately, 
howeter,  some  indiscreet  persons  raised  a  mob,  which 
obliged  the  aathorities  to  have  me  landed  by  foree  and 
brought  baek  into  strict  captivity.  This  incident  has  pre- 
ventsd  me  from  going  to  Mexic4>,  where  I  should  otherwise 
have  arrived  early  in  last  month ;  and,  in  eontequenoe  of 
it,  the  Government  of  that  country,  doubtless  ignorant  of 
what  has  ooourrad,  has  withdrawn  the  command  of  the 
army  f^om  General  Filiaola,  and  has  ordered  hissuecessor. 
General  Urrea,  to  contiBue  its  operations :  in  obedience  to 
which  ord«>r,  that  general  is,  according  to  the  latest  ac- 
counts,  already  at  Sie  river  Nuecee.  In  vain  have  some 
reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  demonstrate  the 
neeessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my  going  to  Mexico  ac- 
cording to  the  convention ;  but  the  excitement  of  the  pub- 
lic mind  has  increased  with  the  rstum  of  the  Mexican 
army  to  Texas.  Such  la  the  state  of  things  here  at  pre- 
sent. The  continuation  of  the  war,  and  of  its  disastevs, 
is,  therefore,  inevitable,  unless  the  voioe  of  reason  be  heard 
in  proper  time  from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  individ- 
ual. It  appears  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in  your  pow- 
er to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfering  in  favor  of  the 
execution  of  the  said  convention,  which  shall  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  my  part  When  I  offered  to  treat  with  thia 
Government,  I  was  convtnoed  that  it  was  useless  for  Mexi- 
co to  continue  the  war.  I  have  acquired  exact  informa- 
tion respecting  this  country,  which  I  did  not  possess  four 
months  ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  interesu  of  my 
countrv,  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not  compatible 
with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice  myself  for  its 
glory  and  advantage,  I  never  would  have  hesitated  to  sub- 
ject myself  to  tormenu  or  death,  rather  than  consent  to 
any  compromise,  if  Mexico  could  thereby  have  obtained 
the  slightest  benefit  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  ia 
•proper  to  terminate  this  question  by  political  negotiation. 
That  conviction  alone  determined  me  sincerely  to  agree  to 
what  baa  been  stipulated ;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  I  make 
to  you  this  frank  declaration.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  favor 
me  by  a  like  confidence  on  your  part;  aflbrd  me  the  satis- 
faction of  avoiding  approaching  evils,  and  of  contributing 
to  that  good  which  my  heart  advises.  Let  us  enter  into 
negotbtions,  by  which  the  friendship  between  your  nation 
and  the  Mexican  may  be  strengthened,  both  being  arnica- 
bly  engaged  in  giving  being  and  stability  to  a  people  who 
are  desirous  of  appearing  in  the  political  world,  and  who, 
under  the  proteotioA  of  the  two  nattons,  will  attain  iu  ob- 
ject withiii  a  ftw  year*. 
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'J'he  Mexicans  are  magnanimous  when  treated  with 
consideration.  I  will  clearly  set  before  them  the  proper 
and  hamane  reasons  which  require  noble  and  frank  con- 
duct on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not  that  they  will  act  thus 
fts  soon  as  they  have  been  convinced. 

By  what  I  have  here  submitted,  you  will  see  the  senti- 
menis  which  animate  me,  and  with  which  I  remain  your 
most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  his  Excelirncy  General  Anphkw  Jacksok, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

The  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  President  of  the 
Mexican  Republic. 

Hermitaok,  September  4,  1836. 

8iH :  I  hsvo  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  4ih  nf  July  last,  which  has  been  forward- 
ed to  me  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  under  cover  of  one 
from  him,  transmitted  by  an  express  from  General  Gaines, 
who  is  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  on  the 
Tezian  frontier.  The  great  object  of  these  communica- 
tions appears  to  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  disasters  which 
necessarily  attend  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  Texas,  and 
asking  the  interposition  of  the  United  States  in  furthering 
so  humane  and  desirable  a  purpose.  That  any  well-in- 
tended effort  of  yours  in  aid  of  this  object  should  have 
been  defeated,  is  calculated  to  excite  the  regret  of  all  who 
justly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  causes  which  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of 
Mexico  in  her  domeetic  as  well  as  her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever  anxious  to 
cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations,  but  it  pro- 
ceeds on  the  principle  that  all  nations  have  the  right  to 
alter,  amend,  or  change  their  own  Government  as  the 
sovereign  power  (the  people)  may  direct.  In  this  respect, 
it  never  interferes  with  the  policy  of  other  Powers,  nor 
can  it  permit  any  on  the  part  of  others  with  its  internal 
policy.  Consistently  with  this  principle,  whatever  we  can 
do  to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or  remove 
the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  cheerfully  at  the  service 
of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely  upon  our  good  offices  as  a 
friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which  you,  as 
the  represenUtive  of  Mexico,  have  made  with  Texas,  and 
which  invites  the  interposition  of  the  United  States,  you 
will  at  once  see  that  we  are  forbidden  by  the  character  of 
the  communications  made  to  us  through  the  Mexican  min- 
ister, from  considering  it.  That  Government  has  notified 
us  that,  as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will 
be  regarded  as  binding  by  the  Mexican  authorities.  Un- 
der these  circnmstances,  it  will  be  manifest  to  you  that 
good  faith  to  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  general  principle  to 
which  I  have  adverted  as  forming  the  basis  of  our  inters 
course  with  all  foreign  Powers,  make  it  impossible  for  me 
to  take  any  step  like  thst  you  have  anticipated.  If,  how- 
ever, Mexico  should  signify  her  willingness  to  avail  her- 
self of  our  good  offices  in  bringing  about  the  desirable  re- 
sult you  have  described,  nothing  could  give  me  more 
pleasure  than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it  To  be  in- 
strumental in  terminating  the  evils  of  civil  war,  and  in 
substituting  in  their  stead  the  blessings  of  peace,  is  a  divine 
privilege.  Every  Government  and  the  people  of  all  coun- 
tries should  feel  it  their  highest  happiness  to  enjoy  an  op- 
portunity of  thus  manifesting  their  love  of  each  other,  and 
their  intereet  in  the  general  principles  which  apply  to  them 
aU  a»  members  of  the  common  family  of  man. 

Your  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Tezian  army,  will  be  made  the  basis  of  an 
early  interview  with  the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington. 
They  will  hasten  my  return  to  Washington,  to  which 
place  I  wiU  set  oat  in  a  few  dayi^  ej^pecting  Co  reach  il  bj 


the  1st  of  October.  In  the  mean  time^  I  hope  Mexico  and 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calamities,  will 
pause  before  another  campsign  is  undertaken,  and  ean  add 
to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of  bloodshed  which  have  al- 
ready marked  tlie  progress  of  their  contest,  and  have  given 
so  much  pain  to  their  Christisn  friends  throughout  the 
world. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Houston,  who  will 
give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  yon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

To  General  Aittosio  hofnz  dk  Santa  Ahka. 


BRIGS  ENCOMIUM  AND  ENTERPRISE. 

Message  from, the  President  nfthe  United  StateSt  in  com" 
plianee  with  a  resohttion  of  the  Senate,  with  eopusof 
eorrewondence  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  shoes  m 
board  the  brigs  **Eneomium'*  and  *' Enterprise  "  Febru- 
ary  1 4,  1 837.     Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  •• 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  Sute,  with  accompanying  papers,  embracing  a 
copy  of  the  correspondence  requested  by  their  resolution  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  such  additional  documents  as  wers 
deemed  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  whole 
subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASHTTfOTov,  February  13,  18S7. 

DKPAmTMxifT  or  State, 

Washington  February,  18,  1837. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  7th  instant,  reqnestmg 
the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  '*  if  net  incon- 
sivtent  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  rebtion  to 
the  outrage  committed  on  our  flag  and  the  rights  of  our 
citizens,  by  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  and  New  Prori- 
dence,  in  seizing  the  slaves  on  board  of  the  brigs  'Eo- 
comium'  and  < Enterprise,'  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade, 
but  which  were  forced  by  shipwreck  and  stress  of  westher 
into  the  ports  of  those  islands,"  has  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  President  according  to  his  directions,  the  aocompanyio| 
papers,  being  copies  of  the  instructions  from  this  Depsit- 
ment  to  our  diplomatic  representatives  in  England,  of  com- 
munications from  our  diplomatic  representatives  to  the 
British  Government,  and  of  the  answers  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  copies  of  other  letters  from  die  dip- 
lomatic represent^ives  of  the  United  States  to  the  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  seizures  from  the  vessels  **  Encomiuia" 
and  <<  Enterprise,"  and  to  the  reclamation  for  another 
previous  seizure  of  a  like  character. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  PaxsinzirT  of  the  United  States, 

LIST  OF  ACCOMPAN7INQ  PAPERS 

Instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  to  diplomatic 
representatives  of  the  United  States  at  London. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  dated  DMember  5, 
I83I.-^Extracts. 

Chief  Clerk  to  Mr.  Vail«  dated  September  88,  183S.— Ex- 
tract. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  same,  dated  Februaiy  ^6^  1833.-^£x- 
tract. 

Mr.  Foray th  to  same,  dated  August  3,  1834.— -Copy. 

Same  to  same,  dated  March  26,  1835« — Copy. 

Swne  to  Mr.  Stev«iiM»t  dated  Maj^  19,  19S9 — ^Estiad. 
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CemmmueaiioHt  from  diphtnatie  repreteniatives  oftht 
Untied  States  at  London  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Livingston,  (with  enclosure,)  dated 

Febniary  28,  1832. — E.xtract 
Mr.  Vail  to  same,  -lated  July  15,  1S.32.— Exlrarls. 
Same  to  same,  dated  November  14,  1832. — Extracts. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosures,)  dated  March  30,  183.3.—- 

Extract. 
Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Livingston,  (with  enclosures,)  dated  April 

6,  1833.— Extract. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  April  29,  1833. — 

Extract. 
Same  to  Mr.  McLanc,  dated  Septembei  28,  1833. — Ex- 
tract. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  daied  .lanuary  14,  1834. — 

Extracts. 
Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  August 

6,  1834. —Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  August  14,  1834.— Extract. 
8dmc  to  same,  dated  September  13,  1834. — Extract. 
Same  to  same,  (with   enclosures,)  dated  September   22, 

1834.— Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  January  14,  1835.— Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  January  22,  1835. — Extrart.. 
Same  to  same,  dated  March  14,  1836.— Extrnct. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  May    14,  1835. — 

Extract.  I 

Same  to  same,  dated  Naveiid»or  6,  1836. — Extract.  | 

Same  to   samp,   (with   enclosure,)   dated  November   14, 

1835.— Extract. 
Mr.  Stevenson  to  same,  dated  July  14,  1836. — Extract. 
Same  to  sanif,  dated  July  29,  1836. — Extracts. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  August  6,  1836. — 

E.vtract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  August  22,  1836.— Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  Octotjcr  5,  1836. — Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  November  19,  1836. — Extract.      * 
Same   to  same,   (with  enclosure,)  dated    December    14, 

1«36.— Extract. 

Kxtrad  of  a  dc^paJch  from  Mr.  Ltvingatott,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Mr.  Van  ffurcti,  Ktivoi/  Extraordinartf  and 
M'tiister  Vlenipolenllary  (o  Great  Britain,  dated  De- 
umber  5,  1831. 

Sf  ft :  I  have  the  honor  to  trftnsmii  to  you  papers  which 
will  pvo  you  all  the  requisite  information  in  relation  to  a 
proceeding  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bahama  iaiamia,  which 
you  are  instructed  to  lay  before  the  British  ministry,  with 
a  strong  expression  of  confidence  that  it  will  be  disavowed 
by  its  (royernment. 

A  TOflscI  going  from  one  of  our  ports  to  another,  with 
alaics  the  properly  of  American  citiKena,  was  wrecked  on 
the  ilahama  banks.  The  slaves  were,  very  fortunately, 
savol,  and  carried  into  New  Providence,  whore  thoy  were 
Ulyelled,  art  being  forfeited  under  the  British  acts  prohibiting 
the  slave  trade.  The  liliel  was  dismissed  by  the  court ; 
hut  the  (lovernor,  of  his  own  authority,  declared  tliem  to 
be  free,  and  refused  to  permit  the  owners  to  take  ih^m  from 
the  island. 

'i^his  proceeding,  so  Injurious  to  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens, is  attempted  to  be  justified  under  instructions  given 
by  the  Government  to  the  Executive  of  the  island. 

The  arguments  to  show  not  only  the  injustice  of  this  un- 
friendly proceeding,  but  iu  inconsistency  with  the  acta  of 
the  Government  in  relsiiou  to  this  sfieciefl  of  property,  will 
iiaturaily  suggest  themselves  to  you. 

No  statesman  in  England,  zealous  as  some  of  them  have 
be«n  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trad?,  has 
▼enturcd  to  propose  that  other  nations,  by  the  laws  of 
which  slavery  was  pcrmiltt»d,  siiouid  be  forced  to  consent 


to  a  general  enumcipation.  The  Engliah,  then,  ac- 
knowledge that  aiaves  are  properly — they  go  further,  they 
acknowledge  the  right  to  hold  sueh  property  in  their  colo- 
nies. Here,  then,  ia  property  legally  held  by  the  citizens  of 
a  friendly  country— of  a  species  allowed  to  be  held  by  their 
own  subjecta— which  is  forcibly  taken,  because  the  calamity 
of  shipwreck  has  cast  it  on  their  shore*— not  on  the  shores 
which  they  have  boasted  that  no  slave  could  tread  without 
lieing  free,  but  in  a  colony  where  slavery  is  acknowledged, 
and  where  the  master's  right  ia  protected  by  bevere  laws. 

If  the  English  atalute  had  declared  that  property  of  this 
kind,  when  saved  from  a  wreck,  ahould  be  lost  to  the  pto- 
prietor,  we  should,  indeed,  have  been  astonished  at  this  re> 
turn  to  the  barbarous  practice  of  ancient  times,  which 
cruelly  took  that  which  the  tempest  had  spared.  We 
should  have  ia  vain  tried  to  reconcile  it  to  the  just  and 
humane  policy  of  modern  nations;  but  we  should,  in  that 
case,  have  been  on  our  guard.  When  our  vessels  bilged  on 
such  inhospitable  shores,  we  should,  at  grei^er  risk,  have 
endeavored  to  convey  the  cargo  to  some  other  place  of  re- 
fog«.  Our  underwriters  would  have  calculated  the  in- 
creased danger  of  the  cargo  being  forced  into  an  English 
port.  But  the  law  which  is  made  the  authority  for  theae 
proceedings  is  ailent  on  the  anbject ;  the  courts  of  the  ialan^J 
have  given  it  no  such  construction ;  and  it  is  only  the  ex- 
ecutive comment  upon  it  that  autborixes,  as  is  aaid,  the 
procedure. 

But  you  may  further  urge  that,  admitting  it  to  have  been 
the  intent  of  the  act  of  Parliament  that  every  slave  cast  by 
shipwreck  on  their  islands,  as  well  as  those  brought  there 
by  design,  should  bo  made  free,  it  would  be  too  great  a  re* 
flection  on  the  juatioe  of  the  nation  to  auppoae  that  they  in- 
tended thia  scheme  of  philanthropy  should  be  eiecoted  at 
the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  eitiien  of  a  friendly  nation. 
If  the  humanity  of  the  Britich  nation  will  not  be  aatisfied 
unlesa  the  slavea  who  are  cast  on  the  coasta  of  their  colo- 
nies should  become  free,  their  justice  will  require  that  the 
property  of  the  shipwrecked  stranger  shall  not  be  taken  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  humanity  without  due  compensation  ; 
and  in  this  case  our  citizens  will  not  require  that  any  im- 
plied faith  pledged  to  the  slaves,  by  the  act  of  the  Governor^ 
shall  be  violated ;  they  will  bo  content  with  a  moderate 
valuation.  •  •  •  •  • 

On  the  whole,  it  is  the  Preaident's  deaire  that  you 
ahould  take  every  proper  opportunity  of  urging  the  right  of 
tlie  claimants  to  indemnity.  The  magnitude  of  the  aum 
makes  it  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  parties  interested, 
and  the  principle  involved  is  one  of  considerable  delicacy, 
in  relation  to  the  apecies  of  property  in  question. 

Extract  of  a  deepatehfrom  the  Chitf  Clerk  of  the  Depart- 
meni  of  State  to  Mr.  Vail,  ehargi  d'affaires  of  the 
Untied  States  at  Londm,  dated  September  ^,  1832. 

The  parlies  interested  in  the  proprrtyof  the  slaves  wrecked 
upon  the  Bahama  banks,  and  liberated  by  the  Governor  of 
the  iFland  of  Provideuce,  arc  exceedinglx  anxious  to  pro- 
cure a  decision  of  their  claim  upon  the  British  Government, 
which  they  cannot  doubt  will  be  a  favorable  one.  Accord- 
ing to  a  late  communication  from  you  on  this  subject,  the 
matter  had  bccrr  referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
for  their  opinion  upon  it. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Livhgsion  to  Mr.  Vail, 
dated  February  26,  1833. 
The  case  of  the  slaves  wrecked  on  Abaco  is  an  occur- 
rence that  most  probably  would  not  have  happened  bad  the 
application  of  this  Government,  ten  years  ago,  [relative  to 
the  establishment  of  lights  in  the  Bahama  channel,]  been 
attended  to— a  case  which  apparently  gives  aa  much  trouble 
to  the  British  Government  as  to  ours — but  which,  however 
disagreeyible  the  discuftrion  may  l^  to  both,  must  be  brought 
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to  a  conclusion.  Tho  claimanU  arc  extremely  urgent,  and 
the  case  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  a  donbt.  The  doctrine 
tliat  woald  jo»tify  the  liberation  of  our  slave*  is  too  dan- 
gerous to  a  large  section  of  our  country  to  be  tolerated  by 
us.  You  are  therefore  again  instructed  to  urge  an  atten- 
tion to  our  application,  stating,  as  a  reason  for  your  press- 
ing it,  not  only  thoao  which  are  contained  in  the  original 
and  subsequent  inetructione  on  the  subject,  but  the  extreme 
and  just  susceptibility  of  a  very  large  portion  of  our  coun- 
try on  the  question  which  it  invoiveii,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent relies  confidently,  not  only  on  the  sense  of  justice  of 
the  British  Government,  hut  on  their  wish  to  remove  every 
unfriendly  feeling  betwieen  (he  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  two  countries,  for  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  this 
business. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Fursyth  to  Mr.   Vall^  (lattd 

AueusT  S,  I8i4. 

iSiR :  The  delay  of  the  British  Government  to  give  any 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  representation  which  wad  made, 
so  long  ago  as  the  year  1882,  and  repeatedly  called  to  its 
attention  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  slaves  shiptvreckcd  at 
Abaco,  has  been  the  cause  of  great  regret  and  of  some  sur- 
prise to  the  President,  and  has  given  rise  to  serious  and 
frequent  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  individuals  intiutssted. 

It  is  with  painful  fcclin  <;i  that  the  President  has  witnee»- 
od  a  similar  disregarvl,  upon  the  part  of  the  authorities  of 
New  Providence,  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  American 
citizens,  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  brought  by 
sbipwreok  within  their  jurisdiction. 

By  the  papers  wiiich  are  now  transmiitcd  to  you,  it  will 
l>e  seen  that,  in  the  a>oath  of  February  last,  the  American 
brig  Encomium,  BlMifield  master,  bound  from  Charleston 
to  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  and  pasrongers,  among 
whom  were  46  negro  slaves,  tho  pro|>eny  of  Aincfican 
owners,  who  were  also  on  board,  was  wreciicd  near  Fiah 
Key,  Abaco,  whence  the  passengers  were  carried  to  Nas- 
nau;  that  on  their  arrival  the  slaved  were  seized,  while  on 
board  the  wreekem,  by  an  oflicer  of  the  customs,  and  taken 
,to  tlie  police  office,  where  they  were  set  at  liberty  by  the 
magistrate,  although  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  who 
was  present,  protested,  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  against 
the  slaves  being  taken  out  of  their  possession ;  that,  on  the 
day  following,  the  owners  being  about  to  embark  for  the 
United  Slates,  the  consul  wrote  to  the  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or, to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  impediment  to  tiieir 
taking  their  slaves  with  them,  and  was  answered  by  his 
secretary  that,  by  so  doing,  they,  as  well  as  all  others  ac- 
cessary, would  be  liable  to  be  han«4oJ. 

By  aoommunication  suhse(]ueutiy  made  to  the  ci>n«ul  by 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  it  a]>pears  that  lie  acted  in  regurd 
to  the  sluves  under  an  opinion,  given  in  the  year  1818,  i>y 
Sir  Christopher  Robinson  and  Lord  Uiilord  to  the  Britisii 
Secretary  of  Slatf,  a  copy  of  whicli,  ami  of  fhe  Lie»Uen.int 
Governor's  communication,  it  is  lhMi.n;lit  proper,  in  justice 
to  hi  in,  to  plHt-e  with  llip  other  papers. 

This  transaction  lias  produced  u  ylroni^  ^enj^alion  in  the 
Vnited  fe^tates,  and  particularly  in  the  ^<outll,  wIutc  it  is 
viewed  as  a  direct  interference  with  tlieir  rights  of  proper- 
ty ;  riglits  which  hud  their  origin  under  British  in^^iitu- 
ttons,  and  have  since  been  sanciiimod  by  our  own. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  circumstances  of  this  t  a^e 
furnish  abundant  grounds  for  the  dissatisfaction  which  it 
has  produced.  The  slaves  ■A-ero  in  the  quiet  possession  of 
their  owners,  on  board  the  wreckers,  when  they  arrived  at 
Nassau,  and,  for  aII  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  would 
have  so  remained.  They  had  preferred  no  claim  t»i  the 
authoriiiet  of  the  icslnnd  to  interpose  i^x  their  dischnrce ; 
nor  bad  the  owners  made  any  call  for  such  interposition  to 
enforce  their  possession. 

Indeed,  there  was  not,  on  cither  «i(lc,  any  ap[dication  to 


those  authoritiea,  and  tbair  interfertnre  was  wboHy  volw. 
tary  and  gmtnitous.    The  legal  rights  of  the  owaen  of  thi 
slaves,  according  to  the  laws  of  their  own  ooaatiy,  were 
well  known  to  the  officers  at  Nassau  \  and,  instead  of  i». 
specting  those  righu,  and  seeing  that  they  should  retotin 
undisturbed,  as  might  h^ve  been  expected  from  the  author- 
ities of  a  friemlly  nation,  those  ofli^cra  openly  disregarded 
them,  and  exerted  themselves  only  to  eause  them  to  he  vio. 
laled   by  others.     Having  begun  by  forcibly  diaposseuing 
the  owners,  with  whom  the  slaves  were  quietly  remainiog, 
they  set  them  at  liberty,  and  finally  held  out  the  punish- 
ment of  death  to  deter  the  owners  from  taking  them  wiy 
^  The  law  opinion  under  which   the  Lieutenant  Governor 
;  professes  to  have  acted  relates  to  the  slave  trade,  to  Afri- 
'  carta  only,  and  cannot  apply  to  slaves  born  in  the  Uniitd 
.  States,  and  belonging,  for  generations,  to  American  citi- 
,  zcns,  under  titles  derived  from  B^iti^h  laws,  prior  to  the 
separation  of  the  two  countries.    'J'hat  it  should  have  been 
construed  U»  include  a  description  of  persons  who  are  ciearljr 
'  not  embraced  within  its  terms,  would  scom  to  indicate  i 
I  disregard  for  interests  of  great  importance  toalargepoi- 
;  tion  of  the  American  people,  which  was  nut  looked  for  on 
;  the  part  of  a  friendly  nation  ;  and  ihtit  such  cause  of  com- 
I  plaint  should  a  second  time  arise  in  the  same  quarter,  i»t 
I  circumstance  which  addn  to  the  unfavorable  impresaion  lUt 
the  tran.siiction  has  produced. 

It  is  tho  Presidenljs  defiire  that  you  will  ttikc  anearfy 

I  opportunity  to  bring  this  case   before  the  British  Govern- 

\  ment,  and  e.xpress  his  hope  that,  after  fully  weighing  ibe 

I  whole  subject,  that  Govcrnmeut  will  see  that  an  eariy  in- 

demnificstiim  to  the  proprietors  in  lioth  cases,  and  the  prr- 

vcntion  of  similar  injuries  in  future,  are  due  Iwlh  tojosiue 

and  to  ihe  friendly  relations  between  the  two  counlrie.-. 

I  am,  sir,  resp<*otfullv,.yt;ur  obedient  bcrvant, 

JljHN  rOR?YTU. 

Mr.  Fi/rt^yth  fo  Mr.   VuU. 

DKPAiiTjrKNT  or  Stati:, 

W(Mhhi^ion,  Marcit  £8,  1635 

Si  II :  I  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the  copy  of  a  letiw 

dated  on  the  2d  instant,  just  received  at  this  Departmant 

from  the  consular  commercial  agent  of  the  I'mied  Stateait 

.  Bermuda,  communicating  some  particulars  relative  to  the 

\  seizure  and  subsequent  liberation  of  c^ertain  slaves,  a  part 

•  of  tho  cargo  of  the  American  brig   **  Enterprise,"  J>iiiitii, 

I  master,  bound  from  Alexandria,  D.  C,  to  Charleston,  S. 

C,  which  vessel  had  been  obliged  to  put  into  lbs  p^^to^ 

Hamilton,  in  distress,  having  experienced  severe  ireatber, 

and  fallen  vUort  of  ivovisions.      It  is  the  wish  of  the  Pm>- 

dent  tliat  the  case  should  be  immediately  brought  to  i^ 

I  attention  of  the  British  Government,  and  that  Tcdrti* )« 

j  claimed  for  this  gross  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  intere«(i 

oi'  American  eitizens.    You  will  make  use  uf  this  ocn»ioBi 

I  unless  an  answer  has  already  been  given  to  you  re»{Kctto| 

I  them,  t<»  call  the  attention  of  liia  MajeHy's  GoTamueot  td 

tiie  unreasrmaliie  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  di'cidiof 

:  upon  the  questions  of  a  similar  character,  pieaented  in  y^v 

previous  notes. 

I  um,  sir,  your  oiiedient  ecrvant, 

JOHN  rOllc^VTH. 

Extract  of  a  despufch  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  M^-  ^^^^ 
9on,  ilated 

M*T  19,  1836 
In  the  present  state  of  our  diplomatic  relatioDi  with  tfa< 
Government  of  his  Britannic  Majeaty,  the  most  immeditldj 
pressing  of  the  matters  with  which  the  ITiiiird  Stars  \fp- 
tion  at  liOrjiion  is  now  charged,  is  the  claim  of  rrnsi' 
American  eitizens  against  Oieat  Britain  for indemDi/u^ii^" 
for  a  number  of  slaves,. the  cargoes  of  three  vessels  wreckfd 
on  British  islands  in  the  Atlantic,  near  thi^  cofliinent,  ^^ 
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witra  earrwd^wlo  tlioia  nltndi^  Mitod,  «nd  labieqiiently 
libemiad  by  the  loai  authoritiM ;  whereby  Ihe  ownefs  ha^ve 
experiMieed  mt  elnoet  (otol  Iom  of  their  propeity.  The 
InetructaoDe  of  this  Department,  and  the  oorreepondenoe 
that  has  already  paaeed  ktetween  the  diplomatic  represeota- 
tiroa  of  the  -Ujujl«d  Stales  and  the  British  Seoretery  of 
Stale  for  Foreigo  Alfiun  on  the  aubjeet,  wliich  will  be 
found  on  the  filea  of  the  legation,  to  which  you  are  refer- 
red»  will  put  you  fully  in  poeseuion  of  all  the  facts  relating 
to  Uieae  caaee,  as  well  a«  of  tlie  viewa  of  the  Preaident  in 
regard  to  them;  and  will  also  acquaint  you  with  the  prog- 
ress made  towards  a  d«&nitiye  aettlement  of  the  afinir.  I 
shall  therefore  content  myself  with  expressing  to  you  the 
President's  anxions  wish  that  no  time  should  be  lostt  and 
no  ezertton  spared  on  your  part,  to.  effect  an  early  adjust- 
ment of  this  long-pending  claim;  the  delay  which  haa  al- 
ready occurred  having  given  him  great  dissatisfaclion. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  Lhingt- 
ton,  dated 

Fr.nnvkftr  28,  1832. 
T  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I 
addressed,  on  the  25th  instant,  to  Lord  Patmcrslon,  in  be- 
half of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  wrecked  in  the  biig 
«<  Comet,"  on  a  reef  near  the  Bahama  banks.  You  will 
perceive,  on  perusing  it,  that,  ay&iling  myself  of  the  lati- 
tude given  me  by  my  instructions  respscting  this  claim, 
and  taking  into  consideration  the  slate  of  pablic  feeling, 
and  the  extreme  sensibility  which  prevails  here  on  all  sub- 
jects connected  with  slavery,  I  ha\e  deemed  it  proper  to  go 
further  into  the  matter  than  the  sug^stions  in  your  com- 
munication seemed  strictly  to  require.  The  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  claim  also  involved  principles  so  interesting  to 
a  portion  of  our  countrymen  as  to  render  it  proper  to  give 
them  the  fullest  consideration.  I  hope  that  my  endeavors 
fo  have  justice  done  to  the  claimants  may  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  President. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Lord  Palmer  •ton. 

The  andersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  haa  the 
honor,  in  obedience  to  instructions  recently  received  from 
his  OovernmenI,  to  aubmit  to  the  right  honorable  liOrd 
Viacounl  Palmerston,  hie  Majesty's  prinoipal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  claims  of  several  cilitens  of 
the  United  States  upon  his  Majesty'a  Government,  for  in- 
jurtee  which  they  have  suatained,  iu  oonsoqueuce  of  certain 
proceedings  of  the  British  eolonial  authorities  of  the  Ba- 
hemaa. 

The  prominent  facts  of  the  case,  in  regard  to  which  there 
doee  not  appear  to  be  any  dispute,  are  as  follows : 

Certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  owners  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  native  American  slaves,  being  desirous 
of  removing  them,  coastwise,  from  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  New  Orlraos,  in  the  State  of  Looial- 
ana,  both  plaoea  being  within  the  jiirisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  shipped  them,  for  that  purpose,  in  December,  1830, 
on  board  the  American  brig  **  Comet,''  laaac  Staples,  mas- 
ter. The  shipment  and  intended  transfer  of  the  said  slaves 
being  sanctioned  by  the  lawa  of  the  United  States,  the  ves- 
eel  was  regularly  cleared  at  the  custom-house,  and  provided 
with  all  the  necessary  papera  to  establiah  the  legality  of  her 
▼oyage.  Whilst  proceeding  thereon,  the  <'  Comet"  was 
driven  out  of  her  coune  by  adverse  winds  and  tempestuous 
weather ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  3d  Jannaiy,  grounded  on 
an  ineulated  reef,  about  ten  miles  to  the  windward  of  the 
iaiand  Afaaco,  and  was  there  totally  lest.  Before  the  ves- 
sel went  to  peicea,  aa  island  sloop,  and  some  sail-boats 
came  to  her  aasietance,  and  aided  iu  saving  the  lives  of  the 
persona  on  board,  by  landing  them  on  a  small  key,  called 
Bpanlah  K«fy,  situated  between  the  leef  and  the  island,  at 


the  diatanoe  of  aboat  three  or  four  milea  from  the  one  and 
five  or  aiz  from  the  other.  Thia  key,  though  ao  denomi- 
nated, is»  it  appears*  but  a  bare  and  deeert  rock,  furnishing 
neither  vegetation  nor  fresh  water  for  the  uae  of  man,  and 
aeparated  from  the  iaiand  by  a  channel.  To  obtain  the  meana 
of  aubaistence,  and  fit  out  the  vessel  for  the  accommodation  of 
ao  great  a  number  of  peraona,  they  proceeded  to  Oreen  Tor« 
tie  key  ;  from  whence  it  was  Captain  Staple's  intention  to 
sail,  in  the  wrecking  vessel,  for  Key  West,  or  some  otlier 
port  ol  the  United  States,  where  he  might  have  found  the 
meana  of  proceeding  to  his  original  destination.  But  failing 
to  prevail  upon  the  wreckers  to  afford  him  the  uae  of  their 
veaael,  he  waa  obliged  to  yield  to  their  terms,  and  to  aail 
in  those  vessels,  with  all  the  persona  rescued  from  the 
wreck,  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  Now  Provi- 
dence, where  the  wreckers  insisted  upon  carrying  them, 
and  where  they  arrived  on  the  llth  January,  1831.  The 
landing  of  the  slaves  from  the  wreck  on  Spaniah  Key,  their 
transfer  to  Green  Turtle  key,  and  final  removal  to  the  poit 
of  Naasau,  appear  to  have  been  acta  of  necessity,  arising 
from  circumstances  of  misfortune,  over  which  Captain  Sia- 
plea  had  no  control.  On  hia  arrival  at  Naasau,  he  took 
every  proper  step  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  alavea,  .and 
imoied lately  purchaaed,  for  foar  tbouaaod  dollars,  a  brig, 
which  he  proceeded  to  fit  out,  with  all  pomible  despatch, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  slaves  to  New  Orleans ;  but  be- 
fore this  could  be  accomplished,  a  notice  waa  aervcd  upon 
him  by  Ihe  oaatonvhouae  officera  of  Nassau,  that  the  alavea 
would  be  detained  until  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and 
crowQ-lawyera  of  the  colony  couki  be  obtained,  aa  to  their 
liability  to  eeiaure  under  the  Britiah  atatotaa  concerning  the 
abolitien  of  the  slave  trade;  and  on  the  l^h  of  January, 
the  fourth  day  after  their  arrival,  all  the  alavea  then  re- 
maining on  board  the  wrecking  veasels,  together  with  fif- 
teen who,  notwithatanding  the  precautions  taken  to  pre- 
vent U,  had  made  their  eacape  by  swimming  to  the  shore, 
were  seized  by  the  cnstom«boose  officers  for  a  violation  of 
a  atatute  above  referred  to;  and  those  remaining  on  board 
of  the  vessel  were  forcibly  taken  from  the  poasossion  and 
custody  of  Captain  SUples,  and  landed  at  Nassau. 

Proceedings  were  forthwith  instituted  by  the  oifioar  who 
had  made  Uie  aoixure,  in  the  inatance  court  ef  vice  admiral- 
ty for  the  Bahamas,  against  the  alavea  referred  to,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  act  of  Parliament  (6  Geo.  IV.  chap. 
113)  *<  to  amend  and  conaolidate  the  lawa  for  the  aHoli. 
tion  of  the  aiave  trade."  Thia  harsh  attempt  to  convert 
involuntary  acta  of  Captain  Staples,  growing  out  of  acci- 
dents beyond  human  control,  and  indispenaably  necemary 
»to  the  preaervation  of  human  lives,  into  infractions  of  a 
penal  atatute  meriting  forteiture,  was,  after  a  full  heating 
of  the  partiea,  very  properly  condemned  by  the  court,  and 
the  libel  or  information  dismissed.  The  illegality  of  the 
seizure  bsving  thus  been  judicially  determined.  Captain 
StspleM,  after  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  de- 
cree in  reganl  to  the  costs  of  suit,  trusted  that  no  further 
di/Bculty  would  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the 
slaves  to  the  port  of  their  original  destination.  The  under- 
signed regrets  to  say  that  thU  reasonable  expectation  was 
not  realized.  It  appears  that  the  colonial  authorities,  not- 
withstanding the  decision  referred  to,  took  upon  themaelvea 
to  release  the  staves  from  all  the  relations  in  which  they  had 
stood  with  regard  to  their  ownera,  and  refused  to  surrender 
them  to  Captain  Staples;  notwithsUnding,  also,  the  repeat- 
ed memorials  addressed  to  them  by  him,  ami  by  the  couhu- 
lar  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  Bahamas. 

Iu  taking  thia  atep,  the  Governor  acted,  it  would  seem, 
in  conformity  with  an  opinion  of  the  judge  of  the  instauce 
court,  which  did  not  ft>rm  a  part  of  the  original  decree,  but 
in  which  he  declared  that  the  alaves  having  been  once 
landed,  there  waa,  iu  his  opinion,  no  law  by  which  they 
could  legally  be  dealt  with  ait  slaves  in  that  colony,  or  which 
would  authorize  (he  Governor  to  Ur liver  them  up,  without 
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their  consent,  to  the  claimftnta,  for  the  pnfpoie  of  being 
conveyed  to  another  country,  to  be  so  denlt  with;  and  that, 
therefore,  they  maet,  aa  a  neceaiary  consequence,  be  con- 
sidered as  free  persons,  and  not  as  staves  illegally  imported. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  slaves,  one  hundred  and  forty- six 
were  insured  by  three  insurance  offices  iu  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  for  $71,330.  The  assured  having  been  thus  de- 
prived of  (heir  property,  made  their  abandonment  to  the 
seversl  offices,  under  the  claim  in  the  policy  against  the 
risk  of  <' detainment  hy  foreign  Powers,'^  and,  on  the  usual 
proof  of  loss  and  interest,  received  the  amount  of  their 
several  policies.  The  underwriters,  namely  :  The  Louis- 
iana State  Insurance  Company,  The  Mississippi  Marine 
and  Fire  Insurance  Company,  The  Merchants'  Insurance 
Company  of  New  Orleans,  together  with  Colonel  Charles 
C.  Tutt,  navy  agent  of  the  United  States  st  Pensacola,  in 
the  Territory  of  Florid s,  and  Sylvanus  W.  Mudd,  owners 
of  the  slaves  which  were  not  insured,  sent  an  agent  to 
Nassau,  with  instructions  to  demand  the  slaves  from  the 
authorities  of  that  place,  and,  if  delivered  up,  to  send  them 
to  New  Orleans ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  to  have  all  the 
necessary  documents  duly  authenticated,  and  submit  them 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  manner  in 
which  these  duties  were  performed  by  the  agent,  Mr.  Morse, 
appears  from  his  report,  a  eupy  of  which  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  of  laying  before  Lord  Palmerston. 

It  appears  that  his  excellency  Major  General  J.  C.  Smith, 
Governor  of  his  Majesty*a  possessions  in  the  Bahamas, 
referred  the  dainiants  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  col- 
onies, with  an  intimation  that  the  whole  subject  had  been 
fully  reported  to  that  department  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  suggestions  authorizing  the  inference  that,  in  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  in  the  premises,  his  excellency 
had  acted  under  the  orders  of  his  Government. 

It  is  upon  the  circumittances  of  which  the  preceding 
statement  furnishes  a  general  outline,  and  which  are  more 
minutely  described  in  the  accompanying  papers,  to  which 
the  undersigned  respectfully  invites  Lord  Palmerston'^ 
early  attention,  that  the  present  claimants  apply  to  the  jus- 
tice and  equity  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  for  indemnity 
for  the  heavy  losses  which  they  have  sustained.  In  the  few 
observations  which  the  undersigned  thinks  it  proper  to 
submit  in  support  of  this  claim,  he  does  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  say  any  thing  in  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
instance  court  upon  the  question  of  forfeiture,  fully  confi- 
dent, as  he  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  unfounded  pretences 
set  up  by  the  officers  who  made  the  seizure,  and  which  were 
so  properly  condemned  by  the  court,  wilt  receive  no  coun- 
tensncc  from  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  Governor  of  tit e  Dahamas,  in  severing  the  connexion 
which  existed  iietween  the  slaves  in  question  and  their 
masters,  acted,  it  would  seem,  in  conformity  to  the  expetrte 
opinion  already  referred  to,  delivered  by  the  judge  of  the 
instance  court,  which  declared  that  the  adoption  of  that 
course  was  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  actual  land- 
ing of  the  slaves  in  the  colony,  a  consequence  of  the  unfair- 
ness of  which,  as  it  respected  the  claimants,  he  was  not 
insensible,  but  which  ho  did  not  think  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Governor  to  avoid. 

By  the  actual  land'ng  here  spoken  of,  the  undersigned  is 
lK)tind  to  understand  Judge  Mannings  as  referring  to  their 
landing  at  Nassau,  in  consequence  of  the  unlawful  seizure 
of  them  by  the  custom  house  ofiicors  of  that  place,  hy  which 
landing  they  had  been  brought  within  the  actual  control  and 
placed  nnder  the  protection  of  the  local  authorities ;  for  the 
undersigned  cannot  for  a  moment  supjioKe  that  the  idea 
intended  to  lie  conveyed  was,  that  the  mere  fact  of  landing 
the  slaves  upon  a  bare  rock  on  the  Bahama  coast,  to  save 
tliem  from  immediate  death,  or  even  touching  with  them 
at  another  isliuid  for  the  sole  purpose  of  saving  them  from 
KUrvation  or  lo»:  in  the  small  crafts  which  had  come  to 
their  rescue,  ju  uifiiMl ;  ox  that  any  principle  of  humanity 


or  official  duty  nqulred  the  enstom-house  ofiicers  to  foBim 
the  alaves  in  qaestion,  circumstanced  as  they  wers,  and 
take  them  from  the  vessels  with  a  view  to  their  emaocipa- 
tion.  Having  properly  decided  that  the  landing  of  tbe 
slaves  from  the  *<  Comet,"  by  Captain  SUples,  did  not 
constitute  the  importation  of  themj  into  the  colony,  de- 
nounced by  the  act,  and  to  which  the  penally  of  forfeiton 
is  attached,  because  it  was  not  a  case  within  ito  spirit  ind 
policy,  it  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  necessary  consequenoo 
that  no  forfeiture  or  disability  could  be  incuncd  bj  iheir 
immediate  re$hrpment  with  a  yiew  to  the  proeecutioD  of 
their  voyage.  Understanding  the  opinion  in  ihi?,  trhirb, 
to  the  undersigned,  appears  to  be  its  only  admissible  light, 
the  necessity  of  regarding  the  slaves  as  freemen  » refeired, 
not  to  the  means  previously  used  to  rescue  them  from  the 
perils  of  the  sea,  but  to  the  acts  of  the  authorities  of  the 
islsnd  in  voluntarily  assuming  the  possession  and  protection 
of  them,  by  which  acts  those  authorities,  sccording  to  the 
idea  of  the  judge,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  allow  tbi 
compulsory  return  of  the  slaves  to  the  subjection  of  their 
masters.  Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  judge  of  ibe  in- 
stance court  was  correct  in  his  position,  the  importint  fact 
atill  remains,  that  this  inability,  and  the  consequeot  iwi 
sustained  by  the  claimants,  arose  altogelber'from  the  con- 
fessedly illegal  acts  of  the  custom-house  officers  of  tbe  port 
of  Nassau  in  making  the  seizure  and  in  effecting  (be  land- 
ing of  the  slaves  at  that  place,  against  the  wiEhei  and  in 
defiance  of  the  remonstrances  of  Captain  Staples  aod  (he 
consular  agent  of  the  United  States. 

The  liability  of  bis  Majesty's  Government  to  redrew  the 
injury  which,  according  to  this  view  of  the  sul|jeci,  the 
claimants  have  received,  appears  to  the  undersigned  too 
clear  to  be  disputed ;  and,  sensible  tbst  the  case  of  the  dain- 
ants  might,  so  far  as  the  question  of  strict  right  ii  involted, 
be  Eafely  allowed  to  rest  on  this  sole  ground,  it  is  vrilh  eitieow 
reluctance  that  the  undersigned  feels  it  his  duty  to  eit«iMl 
this  conmiunicatlon,  already  protracted  beyond  hii  vtaba. 
There  are,  however,  considerations  arising  from  ihegroond 
which  has  been  tsken  in  this  case,  and  from  the  conse- 
quences which  might  ensue  if  the  principle  assumed  ihoaki 
be  carried  to  its  legitimate  results,  so  calculated  to  afEectlbt 
intoreaU  and  excite  the  deep  senaibility  of  a  Isrgs  and  high- 
ly reiipectable  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  undersigned  is  constrained  to  take  a  brief  notice  of 
the  opinions  upon  which  the  colonial  authorities  ap{>etr  lo 
have  acted. 

l*he  participation  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  desire  eotrr 
tained  by  Great  Britain  for  the  final  annihilation  of  tbealate 
trade  is  known  to  the  world,  as  is  also  their  willingnesi  to 
apply  to  the  great  end,  and  to  the  mitigation  of  the  crib  of 
existing  slavery,  all  the  means  at  their  disposal  which  aie 
conaistent  with  their  internal  condition  and  the  nature  of 
their  institutions.  But,  zealous  and  active  as  tbejia^ 
been  in  common  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  fof 
the  early  and  eflectual  suppression  of  that  infamous  trififi 
they  have  not  ventured,  nor  haa  any  statesmsn  o(  f^ 
country  ventured,  to  propose  the  aligfateat  interference  vitb 
the  rights  and  duties  of  master  and  alave  in  other  States,^ 
the  law  of  which  domestic  slavery  was  permitted  to  e^- 
On  the  contrary,  the  Government  of  the  United  Stairs,  it- 
specting  the  actual  ond  unavoidable  condition  of  tbing^Jt 
home,  while  it  most  sedulously  and  rigorously  guvds 
against  the  further  introduction  of  slaves,  protects,  at  tbe 
same  time,  by  reasonable  laws,  the  rights  of  the  owncn  oj 
that  species  of  property  in  the  States  where  it  exi^  ^ 
permiu  iu  transfer,  coastwi-^,  from  one  of  those  Siatw  w 
another,  under  suitable  restrictions,  to  prevent  tbe  fno"<|' 
lent  introduction  of  foreign  slaves.  In  this  respect  tbar 
course  is  similar  to  that  of  tbe  British  Govemmeot  in  r^ 
gard  to  those  portions  of  his  Majeaty*s  dommims  wban 
slavery  is  allowed ;  and  the  case  now  presented  to  its  «<»• 
sideraiion  is,  the  undersigned  is  happy  to  be  able  to  ^* 
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n«t  iji  any  way  connectetl  with  the  policy  ef  the  two  coan- 
iries  in  regsnl  to  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  uDderui^ned  ia  quite  confuleut  that  Lord  Palmerston 
will  not  find  it  difficult  to  aatisfy  himself  that  the  opinion 
of  the  judg^e  of  the  instance  court  in  which  the  inability  of 
the  colonial  authorities  to  afford  the  required  redrera  is  set 
ft»rtb,  was  not  warranted  by  the  facti  upon  which  it  woa 
founded.  In  that  opinion  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  ina- 
bility of  the  Governmejit  to  surrender  the  slaves'  to  their 
owners  arose  from  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  5 
Geo.  IV.  c.  113,  fnr  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade;  nor 
could  that  position  have  been  maintained  with  any  show  of 
reason. 

ft  is  most  evident  to  the  undersigned  that  cases  like  the 
present  are  neither  within  the  policy  of  that  act,  nor  em- 
braced in  the  intentions  of  its  framers ;  and  it  was,  doubt- 
less, upon  that  principle  that  the  claim  of  forfeiture  was  re- 
jected by  the  court.  7*hat  intention  obviously  was  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  avowed  policy  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, by  forbidding  his  subjects,  not  only  all  direct  partici- 
pation in  that  trade,  but  al.«o  all  assistance  and  facilities  to 
those  by  •whom  it  was  still  prosecuted,  and  to  restrain  and 
regulate  the  transfer  of  slaves  held  in  lawful  bondage,  from 
one  portion  of  his  Majesty's  possessions  to  another.  The 
case  of  slaves,  born  and  held  as  such  under  the  laws  of  a 
foreign  friendly  nation,  cast  by  shipwreck  upon  (he  coasts 
of  those  possessions  under  circumstances  like  the  present, 
was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Legislature,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  under  a  just,  liberal,  and  legal  construction  of  that 
ac(,  be  view  as  embraced  in  its  proviaions.  The  propriety 
of  this  view  of  the  act  ia  sustained  by  the  general  character 
and  scope  of  its  provisions,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
23d  section.  By  that  section  if  is  provided  that,  **in  case 
any  person  or  persons,  UUgally  heli  or  detained  in  sla/oery^ 
■beii  hereafter,  by  shipwreck  or  otherwise,  he  cast  upon, 
or  shall  escape  to,  or  arrive  at,  any  island  or  colony,  &c., 
under  the  dominion  or  in  the  possession  of  his  M^esly,  it 
•hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  bis  Majesty,  his  heirs,  dec,  or 
for  any  sach  officer,  civil  or  military,  as  aforesaid,  to  deal 
with,  protect,  and  provide  for  any  such  person  or  persons, 
in  such  and  in  the  same  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed 
with  respect  to  persons  condemned  as  prize  of  war,  or  as 
forfeited  under  this  act."  This  section  could  surely  not  have 
been  deemed  necessary,  if  the  framers  of  the  act  had  sup* 
posed  that  the  effects  of  its  provisions  would  be  to  produce 
the  same  result  in  all  cases  of  slaves  cast  away  upon  such 
islands,  whatever  might  liave  been  their  previous  condition 
in  respect  to  the  legality  of  their  detention. 

The  undersigned  presumes,  therefore,  that  it  has  been 
by  the  application  of  the  rule  established  upon  the  subject 
in  Great  Britain,  to  the  Bahamas,  that  the  judge  of  the  in- 
atanoe  court  has  arrived  al  his  conclusions  in  the  case  un- 
der consideration.  If  such  is  the  fact,  it  appears  to  the 
undersigned,  with  all  respect  to  that  judicial  functionary, 
to  be  only  necessary  to  state  the  rule  and  the  circumstances 
upon  which  it  rests  here,  to  show  the  fallacy  of  its  applica- 
tion to  the  Bahimas.  Great  Britain  having  long  since  re- 
lieved herself  from  slavery,  it  was  contended  that  the  air  of 
England  had  become  too  pure  for  a  slave  to  breathe  in, 
and  her  courts  of  law,  upwards  of  half  a  century  since,  con- 
firmed that  assumption  by  effectually  restraining  the  exer- 
cise of  any  pre-existing  rights  of  ownership  over  persons 
broagbt  within  their  jurisdiction.  This  principle  in  bar 
jurieprudence  has  been  undevidtingly  persevered  in^-it  has 
become  known  to  all  the  world — and  nations  in  whose  do- 
minions slavery  is  tolerated,  have  been  able  to  conform  to 
it  in  their  intercourse  with  her.  Can  it  be  that  this  prin- 
ciple of  common  law  is  applicable  to  a  colony  where,  by  the 
law  of  the  place^  negroes  and  their  descendants,  who  have 
not  been  emancipated  by  their  owners,  are  slaves,  and  sale- 
able as  other  property,  where  the  master's  righis  are  amply 
protected  by  particnlar  laws,  where  negroes  may  not  only 


be  dealt  with'as  slaves  at  home,  but  may  bo  removed,  coast'* 
wise,  from  ono  part  of  the  island  to  another,  and  with  per- 
mission, from  island  to  island,  where  the  owners  may  at 
their  pleasure  employ  them  on  the  high  seas,  in  navigation 
or  fSshery,  or  place  them  in  the  navol  or  military  service  of 
his  Majesty,  and  isven  take  a  particular  class  of  them,  by 
sea,  to  any  place  whatever,  without,  in  any  case,  forfeiting 
their  rights  as  owners  ? 

The  entire  insufficiency  of  the  reasons  which  might  jus- 
tify a  refusal  to  cff)mplv  with  the  request  of  the  claimants, 
if  the  transaction  in  question  Tiad  taken  place  in  England, 
is,  as  applied  to  a  case  arising  in  the  Bahamas,  too  mani- 
fest, in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  to  be  disputed. 
In  the  former  supposition,  tho  claimants  might  be  truly 
informed  that  they  sought  the  exercise  in  their  behalf  of 
an  authority  alike  at  variance  with  the  public  sentiment 
and  the  established  law  of  the  land,  and  which  no  British 
subject  could  invoke.  4t  Nassau,  no  such  ground  could 
be  taken.  All  that  was  asked  of  the  local  authorities 
was  an  extension  to  the  claimants  of  the  same  pr6tection 
in  regard  to  their  property  which  would  have  been  given 
to  British  subjects  belonging  to  those  parts  of  the  British 
possessions  abroad  where  slavery  is  allowed,  in  a  case 
where,  like  the  present,  the  pre-existing  rights  of  the  own- 
er had  not  been  forfeited  by  an  illegal  introduction  of  the 
slaves  into  tho  Bahamas. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  discussion  and  speculation  upon 
this  point.  The  orignal  establishment  of  the  principle  in 
England  was  founded  on  the  declared  assumption  that  the 
law  of  the  colonies  could  have  no  bearing  upon  the  quea* 
lion  in  England,  so  far  as  regarded  the  personal  rights  of 
the  slave  whilst  in  England ;  and  it  has  been  solemnly  de- 
cided by  the  high  court  of  admiralty  in  this  country,  in 
case  of  the  '* slave  Grace,"  (3  Haggard's  Admirslty  Re- 
ports, p.  94,)  that  the  rule  established  iiflEngland  has  no 
application  to  the  colonies ;  that  though  a  slave  coming  to 
England  from  the  colonies  is  released  by  the  law  of  the 
land  from  the  control  of  his  roaster,  while  he  continues  in 
the  country,  and  cannot  be  sent  out  of  it  without  his  con- 
sent, yet  he  continues  virtually  a  slave,  and  on  his  return 
to  the  place  of  his  birth  and  servitude,  the  right  to  exercise 
the  former  control  over  him  revives  in  bis  master. 

The  undersigned  is  not  otherwise  advised  of  the  orders 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  may  have  given  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  than  may  be  inferred  from  the 
opinion  of  counsel  contained  in  Mr.  Morse's  statement. 
As  thia  communication,  in  consequence  of  tho  interesting 
considerations  involveil  in  its  subject,  has  already  been  ex- 
tended further  than  the  undersigned  could  have  wished, 
he  will  confine  himself  to  but  one  or  two  general  observa- 
tions in  regard  to  the  applicability  of  the  above-mentioned 
opinion  to  the  present  case.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cir- 
cumstance by  which  it  wss  produced  was  tho  shipwreck 
on  the  coast  of  a  British  settlement,  at  the  Cnpe  of  Good 
Hope,  of  a  Portuguese  slave  ship,  on  its  passage  from  the 
coast  of  Africa  to  Brazil ;  and  the  point  submitted  was  tho 
manner  in  which  Africans  who,  on  their  transportation 
from  Africa  'to  Brazil,  as  slaves,  were  either  abandoned  or 
cast  away  on  the  shores  of  a  British  colony,  should  be 
dealt  with  by  tho  colonial  authorities  according  to  acts  of 
Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  de- 
gree of  assistance  which  those  authorities  might,  under 
any  circumstances,  give  the  Portuguese,  by  whose  laws 
that  inhuman  trariic  was  still  permitted,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  it  on.  In  answer  to  a  question  thus  propounded, 
his  Majesty's  law  officers  said,  that  any  act  on  the  part  of 
ihose  authorities  beyond  what  was  necessary  to  save  the 
lives  of  the  slaves  from  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  and  ^'hich 
had  for  its  object  to  restore  them  to  those  who  were  enga- 
ged in  the  slave  trade,  would  be  affording  facilities  to  that 
trade,  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  act  by 
which  it  was  8c?erely  denounced,  and  the  declared  object 
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of  which  was  tho  entire  sappre^aion  of  that  4xai]e.  The 
undenigned  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  thtt  it  was  with- 
in the  contemplation  either  of  those  who  framed  the  act, 
or  of  those  by  whom  it  was  thus  expounded,  to  embrace 
persons  born  in  servitude  in  the  territories  of  a  friendly  na- 
tion, equally  zealous  with  Great  BritHin  in  putting  an  end 
to  the  slave  trade,  equally  anxious  to  mitigate  the  evils  of 
slavery,  where  its  existence  is  found  unavoidttlde,  but 
which  has  felt  itself  also  equally  bound 'to  protect,  by  just 
regulations,  rights  which  had  been  acquired  under  the 
sanction  of  their  laws  before- the  African  slave  trade  was 
prohibited  by  them.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  the 
undersigned  feels  the  strongest  confidence  in  expressing,  as 
he  has  been  iniitructcd  to  do,  the  just  expectation  of  the 
President  that  his  Majesty *s  Gove.nment  will  order  the 
slaves  in  question  to  be  given  up  to  the  claimants,  and 
reasonable  indemnity  to  be  made  to  the  latter  for  the  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  detention  of  ih^ir  property,  and  by  the 
loss  of  such  of  the  slaves  as  may  not  now  be  found  ;  a  re- 
quest which  Lord  Palmerston  will  readily  admit  derives  a 
claim  to  the  most  favorable  considerstion  frum  the  fact, 
which  is  of  undoubted  authority,  that  it  is  in  conformity 
with  a  course  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  its  highly  penal  statues  against  the  volun- 
tary intruduction  of  foreign  slaves  within  its  territories, 
and  denouncing  all  participation  by  American  citizens  in 
the  African  slave  trade,  has,  nevertheless,  pursued  with 
regard  to  slaves  belonging  to  British  subjects,  who,  being 
lawfully  employed  in  navigation,  have  been  rescued  from 
the  perils  of  the  sea  by  the  intervention  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Should  it,  however,  be  decided  that  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment is  unable  to  comply  with  this  request,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  actual  landing  of  the  slaves  on  tlie  island  of 
JVew  Pro videoc^ through  the  illegal  seizure  of  them  by 
the  custom-bouse  officers,  and  of  the  application  to  their 
case  of  tho  general  principles  of  the  English  law  ;  or  should 
it  be  declared  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, through  motives  of  humanity,  to  give  freedom  to 
every  slave  landing  on  the  coast  of  a  British  colony, 
whether  cast  upon  it  by  shipwreck,  or  brought  thither  by 
design,  and  without  reference  to  his  previous  condition,  or 
the  manner  in  which  the  owner's  interest  in  him  was  ac- 
quired, the  undersigned  is  pursoaded  that  the  justice  of 
the  British  Government  will  take  care  that  the  property  of 
tho  citizens  of  a  friendly  nation,  thrown  by  shipwreck  on 
their  coasts,  shall  not,  under  circumstances  like  those  of 
the  present  case,  be  sacrificed  by  any  misconstrued  appli- 
cation of  British  laws,  or  by  any  indulgence  of  their  own 
feelings  of  philanthropy ;  but  that  all  suitable  compensa- 
tion will  be  made  to  such  individuals  for  the  properly  taken 
or  detained  from  them. 

The  claimants  will  not  require  that  any  implied  faith 
pledged  to  the  slaves  by  the  act  of  the  Governor  of  the* 
Bahamas,  shall  be  violated ;  they  will,  therefore,  be  con* 
tent  with  a  moderate  valuation,  much  less  than  that  put 
upon  the  slaves  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  Pro- 
vidence. Among  the  papers  herewith  transmitted,  will  be 
found  an  estimate  of  the  value  which  the  claimants  con- 
sent shall  be  put  upon  them,  and  which,  with  a  reasona- 
able  remuneration  of  expenses,  the  undersigned  is  authori- 
zed to  accept. 

The  undersigned  gladly  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
respect  and  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Stbittord  Plicx,  February  25,  1832. 

Exiraete  of  a  Utter  f mm  Mr,  Vail  to  Mr.  Livingston,  dated 

JuLT  15,  1832. 
In  the  fulfilment  of  the  wishes,  intimated  in  your  de- 
spatch No.  2»  of  the  30th  of  May«  I  aonght,  and  on  the 


14th  instant  obtained,  an  interview  with  Lord  Pslmertftoo, 
in  the  course  of  which  I  had  an  opportooily  fullji  to  1^ 
before  him  your  views  in  relation  to  the  iubjects  referred 
to  in  that  despatch ;  and  also  to  call  his  atieniion  to  othet 
topics  which  had  beforo  given  rise  to  correspondence  be. 
tween  him  and  the  legation. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I  then  took  occasion  to  remind  his  lordship  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  note  to  hup  of  the  25th  of  .February  last,  on  the 
subject  of  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  a  number  of  ilavn 
shipwreeked  on  the  island  of  Abaco,  in  the  brig  Comet, 
and  seized  at  Nassau  by  the  colonial  authoriusi  of  tire  Ba- 
hamas. He,  in  answer,  confirmed  the  information  which 
I  had,  the  day  before,  received  fmra  Sir  George  Sbee, 
one  of  the  under  Secretaries  of  State  for  Foreign  ASain, 
to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  that  the  caie 
had  been  sent  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown,  for 
their  opinion  upon  points  of  law  which  had  arisen  from 
it,  and  the  promise  also  made  me  by  Sir  George  to  inquire 
what  progress  had  been  made  by  that  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ern ment,  and  to  urge  its  further  advance  towards  a  termi- 
nation. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Yaii  to  Mr*  Livmgiion.dattd 

NoVBXBsa  M,  1839. 
With  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  ilavee  wreck- 
ed in  the  Bahamas,  in  the  Brig  Comet,  to  which,  abo, 
allusion  is  made  in  the  despatch  alote  refcned  to,  I  calW 
yesterday  at  the  Foreign  Office,  to  inquire  the  stage  at  whick 
the  promised  investigation  of  that  claim  bad  arrifed.  1 
regret  to  say  that  the  caso  still  remains  before  the  law  offi- 
cers of  tlie  Oown,  who  have  not  yet  reported  npon  it. 
The  under  Secretary  of  8ta*te,  who  lias  charge  of  the  rab- 
jeot,  has  promised  me  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  de- 
lay, and  to  urge  the  immediate  oction  of  the  law  depart- 
ment upon  it. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Vail  to  Mr.  Livingstm,  iatd 

MincH  30,  1833. 
I  have  seldom  omitted  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties afforded  me  by  incidentally  meeting  with  LorJ  Pal- 
merston, to  call  his  attention  to  the  various  sulyecis  re- 
maining unadjusted  between  the  two  Governments,  ia 
which  I  thought  that  my  further  agency  might  be  osefally 
employed.  Among  these,  the  claim  of  the  owner?  of  the 
slaves  shipwrecked  in  1330,  on  the  island  of  Abaco,  inlhi 
brig  •«  Comet,"  has  often  been  the  snbjcct  of  coDversatioii, 
both  with  Lord  Palmerston  and  with  Sir  George  Sbee,  the 
under  Secretary,  more  especially  charged  to  inquire  inw 
subject;  but,  so  far,  without  any  satisfactory  result. 
More  than  a  year  having  now  elapsed  since  the  claim  wu 
first  presented,  in  Mr.  Van  Burcn's  note  of  the  25ih  Feb- 
ruary, 1832,  which  still  remains  unanswered,  I  ihoojhnt 
time  that  a  fresh  appeal,  bearing  an  official  character, 
should  bo  made ;  and,  a  few  days  ago,  informed  Lord  P«l- 
merston  of  my  intention  of  addressing  him  a  commuaw- 
tion  upon  the  subject.  He  unhesitatingly  promised  lh»tw 
would  make  use  of  it  to  hasten  the  progress  of  the  investi- 
gation which  he  had  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  menu  w 
the  claim  ;  and  I  accordingly  addressed  to  him,  on  m 
2nth  instant,  the  note  of  which  I  have  the  honor  herewiib 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston. 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Sum 
of  America,  near  the  Government  of  his  Britaooic  Mij^*- 
ty,  hM  the  honor,  agreeably  to  instructions  at  wjow 
times  received  from  hia  own  Governmeut,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  honorable  Viscount  Palroenton,  ha 
Majealy*s  principal  Secretary  of  Stale  for  Foreign  AJ^ 
to  a  oeta  atill  ramuaiog  unaaaw^rcd  which  was  Mt^ 
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IJ  hia  Joniship  on  iho  2ftih  oi  Febniaiy  of  ]a^t  year,  h^ 
a/It.  Van  Buren,  ]at«  pnvoj  exy»iv(Ufiary  and  minister 
planipotantiary  of  tlie  IfAilaJ  Suta  at  the  British  Court, 
Mtting  forth  the  claim  of  sundry  AmericAn  citizens  upon 
hb  Majesty's  Government,  6>r  the  valuo  of  a  nnmber  of 
•l«Te«  ahipwr^kcd  in  1830,  while  prooeediiMK  in  the  brig 
••  Comet,*' from  AlexaMiria  to  JVew  Orleans,  am  the  island 
of  Abaco,  and  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Ba- 
hamas, for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
loiporution  of  slaves  into  hia  Majesty's  colonies. 

In  the  note  to  which  refiiience  ia  made  above,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  so  fully  presented  to  the  view  of  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment the  cdnsiderations  of  undoubted  justice  which  had 
induced  that  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  in  behalf  of 
the  claimants,  that  the  undersigned  deems  it  unnecessary 
to  add  any  further  remarks  upon  the  merits  of  the  claim  ; 
he  will  content  himself,  for  the  present,  with  repestii^ 
what  he  has,  on  several  occasions,  had  the  honor  verbally 
to  state  to  Lord  Palmerston,  that  the  President  looks  with 
undiminfcihed  solicitude  to  a  decision  which  he  believes 
cannot  be  otherwi»c  than  favorable  to  the  parlies  interest- 
ed, in  the  hope  that  the  enUghtened  justice  of  his  Afajes- 
ty's  Government  will  not  allow  the  great  loss  incurred  by 
the  claimants,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  their 
property,  to  he  aggravated  by  any  unnecessary  protraction 
of  the  delay  which  has  already  occurred  in  the  adjustment 
of  their  claim.  '  i 

The  undersigned,  relying  upon  the  piomise  made  to  him  ' 
by  Lord  Palmerston  that  ho  would  hasten  the  settlement  j 
of  the  claim  referred  to,  avails  himself  of  this  opportnnity  : 
to  offer  to  his  lordship  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

304  Rko£ivt  Stbket,  26M  March,  1833. 

Extract  of  a  Utttrfrom  Mr,  Vail  to  the  SecrcUtry  of  StaU^ 
dated  April  6,  1833. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  note  which, 
on  the  35th  of  last  month,  I  addressed  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
that  I  had  anticipated  the  wishes  of  your  Department  with 
regard  to  iho  claim  for  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  '*  Co- 
met'  on  the  rocks  of  Abaco.     The  long  delay  which  had 
attended  the  examination  of  the  case  by  the  Crown  lawyers, 
to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  and  the  belief  that  more  than 
sufficient  time  bad  been  afforded  them  for  the  purpose,  had 
induced  mo  to  repeat,  in  writing,  the  TCrbal  applications, 
several  times  made  by  me,  for  a  settlement  of  the  claim. 
The  answer,  of  which  a  copy  is  likewise  enclosed,  was 
received  at  the  moment  I  was  almut  sending  in  another 
communication,  prepared  in  obedience  to  your  despatch 
fio.  to,  which  bad  come  to  hand  In  the  meantime.     Still, 
as  (hat  despatch  contained  sonie  new  considerations  in  be- 
half of  the  claim,  which,  I  thought,  might  be  urged  with 
advantage,  I  prepared  and  sent  in  another  note,  tkited  the 
4th  instant,  also  herewith  communicated,  which  I  hope 
will  have  the  e£^t  of  quickening  the  action  of  the  legal 
ad%i«era  of  the  Crown.     It  was  my  wish,  in  delivering  the 
Isst -mentioned  note,  to  have  explained  these  circumstances 
to  Lord  Palmerston  in  a  personal  interview ;  but,  being 
unable  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  an  illness  which  con* 
6ned   him  to  hia  chamber,  I  had  a  converaation  with  the 
under   Secretary  of  State,  whom  I  endeavored  to  impress 
tvith  a  sense  of  the  desire  of  the  l^resident  that  this  matter 
should  be  speedily  arranged      He  said  that,  although  the 
justice  of  ihe  claim  seemed  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  yet,  from 
I  lie  diliiculty  of  reconciling  the  principle  it  involved  with 
existing  laws,  it  derived  some  complexity,  which  had  been 
a   subject  of  much  embarrassment  to  the  Crown  Iswyers ; 
thai  the  Ktng*s  advocate,  to  whom  the  case  hud  been  sent, 
fearful  of  assnming  the  res|M>iudbili  y  of  deciding  by  him- 
self, had  called  the  Attorney  General  to  his  assistance,  and 
thai  both  w«re  engaged  in  prei^aiiiig  a  report,  upon  which 
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the  mini^rs  weuld  act  in  finally  deciding  upon  the  merits 
.of  the  claim. 

Lord  Palmertton  to  Mr,  Vail* 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty 'a  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foseign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  adinowledge 
the  receipt  of  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the 
35di  instant  by  Mr.  Vail,  charg^  d'aflaires  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  this  court,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
claim  aot  up  by  sundry  American  citizens  Upon  nis  Majes- 
ty's Government  for  the  value  of  a  number  of  slavea  ship- 
wrecked in  1830,  while  proceeding,  in  the  brig  «  Comet," 
from  Alexandria  to  New  Orleans,  on  the  island  of  Abaco, 
and  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Bahaftias,  for 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  slaves  in  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

The  undersigned  haa  the  honor  to  Bt«te,  in  reply,  that 
the  subject  is  at  present  under  the  consideration  of  the  law 
oAleers  of  the  Crown,  to  whom  it  has  been  referred  by  hia 
Majesty's  Government ;  and,  so  soon  aa  a  report  shall  have 
lieen  received  from  those  officers,  the  undersigned  will  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Vail  the  deciaton  which 
his  Majesty's  Government  may  come  to  upon  the  question. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Vail  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  con- 
siderstion.  PALMERSTON. 

Fomzioir  Omcc,  March  80,  1888. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmertton. 

The  undersigned,  cliarge  d'affairea  of  the  United  Stalea 
of  America,  had  the  honor  to  receive,  yeaterday,  a  note 
which  the  right  honorable  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  his 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs, 
addressed  to  him  on  the  80th  of  last  month,  atating,  in 
answer  to  a  communication  from  the  undersigned,  thai  the 
claim  presented  in  behalf  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  a  number  of  slaves  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities  of 
ihe  Bahamas,  was  mider  the  consideration  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown ;  and  that,  on  tlie  receipt  of  thsir 
report,  the  decision  which  hia  Majesty's  Government  may 
come  to  «pou  that  claim  would  be  communicated  to  the 
undersigned. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  he  perceives,  in 
Lord  Palmerston's  note,  the  prospect  of  an  early  adjust- 
ment oi  this  claim,  and  will  hasten  to  communicato  the 
gratifying  information  to  his  Government.  Since,  how- 
ever, he  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  his  lordship  upon 
the  subject,  and  before  the  note  above  referred  to  came  to 
hand,  he  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  special  instructions,  whirJi  make  it  his  duty  to  avail 
himself  of  this  communication,  instead  of  one  which,  with 
the  aamo  view,  he  was. on  tlie  point  of  forwarding  to  Lord 
Palmerston  when  his  lordship's  note  of  the  30th  uHimo  was 
received,  to  state  some  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  felt  himself  obliged  to  direct  a  fresh  application  to 
the  British  Government  for  the  speedy  atljustment  of  the 
claim  In  question. 

The  undersigned  having,  from  time  to  time,  acquainted 
his  Government  with  the  import  of  the  conversationa  he 
had  with  liord  Palmerston  on  this  subject,  the  President, 
aware  of  the  difficulties  and  delays  which,  owing  to  the 
delicate  nature  of  some  of  the  considerations  it  involved, 
might  attend  the  investigation  of  the  caae,  had  refrained 
from  urging  ita  immediate  adjuatmcnt,  confiding  in  the 
justice  of  his  Majesty's  Government  for  ultimate  redress  to 
the  parties  interested.  These  persons,  however,  whose 
losses,  already  so  heavy  in  the  origin,  are  daily  increased 
by  every  fresh  delay,  which  deprives  them  of  the  use  of 
I  heir  properly,  have  become  so  urgent  in  their  representa- 
tions that  the  President,  impressed  with  the  indisputable 
justice  of  their  demands,  and  of  the  claim  they  have  to  the 
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interpofition  of  tbeir  GoTernment,  is  cosipelM  to  renew 
the  application  which  has  now,  for  more  than  a  year,  been 
under  tbo  consideration  of  that  of  hid  Britannic  Majesty. 

Lord  Palmerston  is  too  familiar  with  the  circumstaiices 
of  (be  ease  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  re- 
capiUilate  them  in  this  place ;  nor  will  he  take  up  hia 
lordship's  time  in  veverUng  to  the  argtimmta  and  proofs  by 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  bis  note  of  the  26lh  February, 
1882,  so  clearly  eatablished  the  right  of  the  claimants  to 
the  restoration  of  their  property,  or  to  full  indemnity  for 
the  loss  they  may  ultimately  sustain  in  consequence  of  the 
aeizure  of  it.  But  there  are  other  considerations,  not  be- 
fore particularly  dwelt  upon,  which  tlie  undersigned  begs 
leave  now  to  submit,  in  complisiice  with  the  orders  of  the 
President,  and  which,  as  involving  questions  of  interna- 
tional policy  and  good  neighborhood,  more  forcibly  address 
themselves  to  the  attention  of  bis  Majesty's  Government. 
Lord  Palmerston  is  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  large  slave 
•  population  In  the  United  Sutes,  and  will  easily  conceive 
that  the  necessary  and  frequent  removals  of  portions  of  it 
from  one  section  of  the  country  to  another,  render  it  of  the 
iitmoet  importance  that  the  safe  and  easy  mode  of  convey- 
ance afforded  for  that  purpose  by  the  coastwise  navigation, 
should  not  be  exposed  to  such  interruptions  as  that  which 
forms  the  subject  of  this  communication. 

It  never  can  be  the  wish  or  interest  of  the  owners  of  this 
species  of  property  to  expose  tliemseWes  to  losses,  and  their 
Government  to  unpleasant  discussions,  by  trusting  it  be- 
yond the  jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  a  great  number  of  the  description  of  persons  referred  to, 
who  emigrate  to  the  Southern  sections  of  the  Union,  have 
necessarily  to  pass  through  the  Bahama  channel ;  and  so 
long  as,  cbie6y  from  the  present  want  of  the  indispens- 
able aids  to  navigation,  this  dangerous  thoroughfare  re- 
mains nnsafe,  as  it  now  is,  it  may  become  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  the  American  Government  to  address  to  that  of 
Great  Britain  other  representations  like  that  now  under 
consideration.  Were  U  for  this  cause  alone,  tbe  under- 
signed feels  confident  that  Lord  Palmerston  will  agree  wHh 
him  that  its  recurrence  had  better,  in  future,  be  avoided,  if 
possible.  There  are,  besides,  other  causes,  more  peculiar- 
ly, but  more  vitally  also,  affecting  the  United  States,  fiom 
which  the  subject  of  this  reclamation  derives  an  importance 
reaching  far  beyond  the  individual  interests  concerned  in 
it.  Should  the  question  which  grows  out  of  this  claim, 
contrary  to  the  confident  expectation  of  the  President,  be 
decided  against  the  claimants,  it  would  go  to  establish  a 
doctrine  authorizing  the  liberation  of  the  American  slave 
whom  unavoidable  accident  may  havo  thrown  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  too  dangerous  to  a  large 
section  of  the  country  to  be  tolerated  by  its  Government. 
The  extreme,  but  just,  sensibility  of  that  portion  of  the 
Union  which  would  be  affected  by  the  admission  of  such  a 
principle,  imparts  to  this  consideration  an  importance  so 
deeply  fell  by  the  President,  that  he  has  couued  ihe  onder- 
aigned  to  be  especially  instructed  to  state  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston that  he  places  the  fullest  reliance,  not  only  upon  the 
acnse  of  enlightened  justice  of  the  British  Government,  but 
also  upon  its  desire  to  remove  every  cause  of  unfriendly 
feelings  between  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, for  such  a  disposition  of  the  subject  of  this  communi- 
catioQ  as  will  preclude  all  possibility  of  future  difference 
from  such  a  source. 

In  thus  again  calling  up  a  subject  which  had  so  lecently 
procured  him  the  honor  of  a  communication  with  Lord 
Palmerston,  the  undersigned  has,  by  order  of  his  Govern- 
ment, endeavored  to  place  before  his  lortlship  considera- 
tions which,  he  feels  confident,  will  be  allowed  to  occupy 
their  appropriate  place  among  the  motives  which  will  de- 
termine tbe  decision  of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

That  that  decision  wilt  be  favorable  to  Ihr  claimants,  he 
cannot  permit  himself  to  doul»t ;  nor  is  he  more  disposed 


to  believe  that,  fully  appreciating  tlie  benefits  which  an 
early  adjustment  wM  confer  upon  the  parties,  the  British 
Government  will  sffSr  any  unnecessary  delay  to  aggravate 
the  injury  already  inflicted  upon  them  by  tlie  proceedings 
of  theNcolenial  agents  of  Great  Britain. 

The Nindersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
offer  toftord  Pjdmersion  the  rfhewed  aasuranoe  of  hib 
blithest  consideration.  A.   VAfL. 

304  RzozNT  Strbet,  April  4,  1833. 

Extract  of  a  iHter  from  Mr,  Vjul  to  Mr.  Uvingsion, 
dated  April  %9,  1833.  ^ 
I  likewise  communicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a  note  which 
I  received  on  the  24th  instant  from  Lord  Palmerston,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  that  which,  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  10,  I  addressed 
to  him  on  the  4th,  respecting  the  claim  arising  out  of  the 
detention  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  brig  ••  Comet" 
on  the  ifitand  of  Abaco.  I  cannot  but  indul^  the  hope 
that  the  agency  which  Lord  Palmerston  promisM  to  employ 
in  accelerating  the  action  of  the  law  department  will  bring 
that  subject  of  difference  to  a  sjieedy  termination. 

Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  VaiL 
The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  (he 
note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  4lh  instant  by  Mr. 
Vail,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
upon  the  subject  of  certain  American  negroes,  detained  at 
Nassau,  in  New  Providence;  and,  in  reply,  he  bcga  to 
state  that  tills  further  representation  on  the  part  of  Mr 
Vail,  has  been  tiansmitted  to  the  King's  law  offices,  with 
reference  to  the  papers  previously  transmitted  to  them  upon 
the  same  subject ;  and  they  have  been  pressed  by  the  oo- 
dersigned  to  give  in  their  immediate  report  upon  the  case, 
in  order  that  the  undersigned  may  be  enabled  to  return  in 
answer  upon  the  whole  question  to  Mr.  Vail  without  fur- 
tlier  delay. 

The  undersigned  liegs  to  renew  to  Mr.  Vail  the  as^a- 
ranees  of  bis  disUnguitihed  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 
FoBsiuN  Offick,  April  2A,  1833. 

Extract  of  a  despatcfi  from  Mr.  Vail^  to  Mr.  MctMne, 
dated  September  23,  1833. 
I  havo  again  called  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmerston  (o 
tlie  former  representations  of  this  legation  against  the  de- 
tention, by  the  British  colonial  authorities,  of  the  elavN 
shipwrecked  in  the  Bahamas  on  board  of  tbe  brig  **  Coiset" 
This  perplexing  subject  has  again  and  again  been  mads 
one  of  veibal  as  well  as  written  communications  on  niy 
part,  which  do  not  seem  to  have  hitherto  had  ajiy  afiect  in 
hastening  the  labors  of  tbe  Crown  hwyers,  whose  tardy  ac- 
tion upon  it  is  to  bo  made  a  preliminary  to  a  final  decision 
on  its  merits.  Lord  Palmerston,  still  pleading  the  delicatr 
nature  of  the  question,  and  the  intricacy  of  the  ca^e,  has 
again  promised  me  that  he  would  exert  himself  to  bring  it 
to  a  close. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  McLant,  dafrH 
January  14,  1834 

I  had,  on  the  1 0th  instant,  with  Iiord  Palmerston,  an 
interview,  which  I  had  sought  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
his  attention  to  several  applications  and  representations  nt 
mine,  some  of  which,  afUr  a  long  lapse  of  time,  still  re- 
mained unanswered,  Ac,  •  •  • 

I  then  placed  in  the  bands  of  Lord  Palmerston  the  mrm- 
orandum,  of  which  the  enclt>6ed  is  a  copy,  of  tbe  nofr« 
and  represesitations  to  which  I  desired  that  answers  mtefat 
be  given  ;  remarking  upon  the  merits  of  each  case,  partic- 
ularly the  rUini  of  the  owners  of  Mlaves  tihipwrrdtrd  in  th« 
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brig  "  Comet,"  which  has  now  beea  near  two  years  under 
coBiideration,  notwithstanding^  my  repeated  calls,  both 
written  and  verbal,  for  a  decision ;  and  the  claim  of,  &c. 
loboth  cases,  he  said  he  was  still  awaiting  tha  reports  of 
tbe  law  officers,  to  whom  they  had  been  referred,  and  pro- 
ottied  again  that  he  would  use  his  endeavors  to  quicken 
tbeir  action  upon  them. 

Mtmtiraiidum  left  with  Lord  PaJmerstoUt  January  10, 
IHM.-^Exlraet, 
Note  from  Mr.  Van  Btiren,  26th  Feb.  1833. "}  Respect- 
Note  from  Mr.  Vail,  26th  March,  1833.         (ting:  the 
Note  from  Mr.  Vail,  4th  April,  1838.  J  claim  of 

sQDiliy  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the  restoration, 
or  the  payment  of  the  value,  of  a  number  of  slaves  ship- 
wrecked,  in  1830,  on  the  island  of  Ahaco,  In  the  brig 
'* Comet,''  and  seised  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the 
Bahsmos.  The  answer  given  by  his  Majesty's  Govern  • 
ment,  in  a  nolo  from  Lord  Palroerston  dated  the  30th 
March,  1 833,  was,  that  the  case  was  under  consideration 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port upon  it. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  (he  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  d/Ued  August  6,  1834. 
Having  often,  though  ineffectually,  urged  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  claims  of  •  •  ♦  • 
aud  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  on  the  island  of 
Abaco,  in  the  brig  "Comet,"  I  thought  it  time  again  to 
lay  before  Lord  Palroerston  official  remindera  of  his  proml- 
MS  to  haiiten  the  settlement  of  those  claims,  in  a  form  bet- 
ter calculated  than  informal  conversations  to  command  his 
sitcntion  ami  that  of  the  functionaries  to  whom  the  busi- 
nssa  has  been  referred.  I  encloee  copies  of  two  notes 
which,  with  that  view,  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  1st  in- 
stant. In  all  our  conversations  on  these  subjects,  his 
lordship  always  manifested  the  best  disposition  to  see  them 
«atisfactorily  arranged ;  and  of  the  justice  of  one  of  the 
claims  he  has  repeatedly  expressed  a  favorable  opinion. 
The  investigation  of  them,  however,  has  neoessarily  been 
made  the  concern  of  other  branches  of  the  Government 

Mr,  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
The  undersigned,  charg^  d'afiaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  regrets  that,  in  compliance  with  pressing  In- 
•trucuons  from  time  to  time  received  from  bis  Government, 
he  is  compelled  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon- 
orable Loid  Viscount  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's  principal 
SecreUry  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  the  subject  of 
the  various  communications  addressed  to  his  lordship  by 
his  predecessor  and  himself,  in  behalf  of  citizens  of  the 
United  Sutes,  owners  of  a  number  of  slavea  ahipwrecked, 
in  the  year  1830,  on  one  of  the  Bahama  lalanda,  while 
proceeding  in  the  brig  •*  Comet**  from  Alexandria  to  New 
Orleans,  and  forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  the  colonial 
sothoeitiea  of  those  islands  for  an  alleged  infringement  of 
eertain  British  sUtutes  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
s/avee  in  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  note  of  the  26th  February, 
i933»  and  the  undersigned,  in  those  which  he  had  tha  hon- 
or of  addressing  to  Lord  Palmerston  on  the  26th  March 
and  4th  April  of  last  year,  laid  before  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, with  a  full  statement  of  the  case,  all  the  allega- 
tione  and  proofa  urged  b^  the  parties  to  establish  the  legai* 
iiv  of  their  claims ;  and  m  the  note  last  referred  to,  the  un- 
J^raigned,  by  especial  order  of  his  €k>vemment,  endeavor- 
HJ  to  piece  before  Lord  Palmerston  considerations  of  a  pe- 
'Ullar  character  growing  out  of  the  cireamstancea  of  the  caae^ 
^Ut  involving  principles  of  intematioal  law,  imparting  to  ihe 
i^(|y|eet  an  importence  whieh,  in  the  of»inion  of  the  Amert- 
t^nOorvmrnaDt,  shottld  recoi99Mi|d  it  to  the  early  Mid 


serious  consideration  of  that  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
Tbe  undersigned  was  gratified  to  perceive,  by  the  answers 
returned  on  the  30th  March  and  24th  April,  1833,  to  the 
oooMnanications  above  referred  to,  that  steps  had  been 
made  towards  an  adjustment  of  the  claim;  and  he  has  since 
derived  greater  satisfaction  still,  from  the  verbal  assurances 
at  various  times  received  from  Lord  Palmerston  of  his  lord- 
ship's fiivorable  impression  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 
from  his  promises  that  his  agency  would  be  employed  in 
bringing  it  to  a  speedy  settlement. 

Persuaded  that  it  is  not  tbe  wish  of  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment that  unadjusted  claims  of  this  description  should 
be  sufiered  long  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  perfect  under- 
standing now  happily  aubsisting  between  the  two  nations, 
the  un^signed,  confiding  in  the  disposition  manifested  by 
Lord  Palmerston  to  see  ultimate  justice  done  to  the  parties, 
has  no  desire  unnecessarily  to  occupy  his  lordship's  time  in 
reverting  to  a  subject  which  has  already  so  long  and  so  of- 
ten been  under  consideration,  lie  is,  however,  reminded, 
by  the  long  period  of  time  during  which  the  claimants 
have  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  property,  by  their 
just  representations  to  the  underrigned  himself  and  to  his 
Government,  and  by  the  reiterated  recommendations  con- 
veyed to  him  by  order  of  tbe  President  not  to  allow  the 
subject  to  be  overlooker!,  of  the  extent  of  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  claimants  in  consequence  of  the  arbitrary 
act  of  Ihe  British  colonial  authorities,  and  of  the  aggrava- 
tion that  injury  daily  receives  from  every  fresh  delay  at- 
tending the  reparation  of  it.  Under  a  sense  of  what  is 
justly  due  to  the  claimants,  and  to  the  instrocttons  of  his 
Government,  the  undersigned  is,  therefore,  impelled  by 
considerations  of  duty  which  Lord  Palmerston  will  be  able 
to  appreciate,  again  to  urge  uppp  bis  lordship's  attention 
their  disappointment  at  a  delay  of  justice  already  protracted 
so  far  beyond  the  time  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding 
of  tbe  case,  and  their  just  expectation  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  will  use  additional  exertions  to  bring  it  to  a 
prompt  and  aatisfactory  adjustment 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lord 
Palmerston  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consider- 
aUon.  A.  VAIL. 

13  Old  CATsimisa  SrmBBT,  1st  August^  1834. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr,  Vail  to  ihe  Seeretary  of 
State  United  States,   dated  August  14,  1884. 

8ia :  It  may  not  be  inexpedient  that,  on  assuming  the 
conduct  of  our  diplomatic  relations,  you  should  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  tbe  unfinished  business  of  this 
legation.  With  that  view,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you 
the  following  synopsis  of  the  points  upon  which  ita  agency 
has  been  employed,  and  which,  at  this  day  remain  unad- 
justed. 

1.  Claim  of  the  owners  of  sieves  shipwrecked  in  the 
brig  «*  Comet"  This  claim,  which  had  for  a  long  time 
been  under  investigation  by  the  law  officera  of  the  Crown, 
has,  I  understand,  lately  been  transferred  to  the  Treasury, 
where  it  remains  under  consideration.  My  despatch  No. 
137  conveyed  a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  1st  instant,  urging 
ita  adjustment. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  United  States,  dated  September  13,  18«. 
I  will,  in  compliance  with  your  iB^nictiona,  and  with- 
out longer  delay  than  ahall  be  neceasaiy  to  enable  me  to 
copy  the  documents,  endeavor  to  place  before  the  British 
Government,  in  the  light  which  shall  appear  to  me  beat 
calculated  to  attract  ita  attention  and  impress  it  with  a 
proper  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  neceasa- 
ry  repmsentotions  against  the  prooeedtnga  of  the  British 
commander  in  relation  to  the  two  seamen  Idcen  from  the 
dup  <«  Bott&Mi*'  and  egtinet  the  liberaOon,  by  the  colo* 
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nial  aathorities  of  ih«  Bafaamaf,  of  the  tlavet  shipwreeked 
on  one  of  those  isisnds  in  the  brig  '*  Encomium."  Yoa 
wHl  have  seen  by  the  copy,  which  accompanied  my  No. 
187,  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Palmerston  on  the 
1st  An^st,  that  I  had  again  added  to  my  frequent  verbal 
nottces  of  the  sulject,  a  formal  representation  against  the 
unreasonable  delay  in  answering  our  application  for  redress 
in  the  analogous  ease  of  the  brig  *<  Comet."  The  repeti- 
tion of  prooMdings  which,  so  far  as  an  opinion  has  been 
expressed,  are  looked  upon  by  Lord  Palmerston  as  afford- 
ing just  grounds  for  reclamation  on  our  part— which,  pro- 
bably would  not  have  taken  place  had  an  earlier  decision 
been  given  in  the  farmer  case — will,  I  hope,  enable  me  at 
the  same  time  to  place  this  new  act  of  injustice  in  its  prop- 
er light,  and  to  add  force  to  the  representations  already 
made  by  the  legation  against  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
colonial  agents  In  the  oUker  case  also. 

Ettract  of  a  dtspatehfrom  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  dated  September  32,  1834. 

8im:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  note 
which,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  in  your  despatch  No. 
64,  I  addressed,  on  the  22d  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
respecting  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  slaves  shipwrecked 
in  Fish  Key,  Abaco,  in  the  brig  **Enconittm,"  in  Febra- 
ary  last.  You  will  perceive  that  I  have  availed  myself  of 
the  occasion  again  to  remonstrate  againpt  the  delay  attend- 
ing our  former  representations  in  the  analogous  case  of  the 
brig  ■*  Comet,''  which,  I  hope,  will  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  two  claims  together  under  the  notice  of  the 
British  Government^  and  hasten  its  final  action  upon  them. 

Mr,  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
The  undersigned,  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  so  recently  taken  occasion,  in  bis  note 
dated  the  1st  ultimo,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
honorable  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  State  for  Poeeign  Affairs,  the  yet  unan- 
swered representations  of  his  predecessors  and  himself  in 
behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  1880, 
on  the  island  of  Abaeo,  in  the  brig  « Comet,"  and  forcibly 
detained  by  the  authorities  of  the  Bshamas,  it  is  with  re- 
luctance that  he  now  enters  upon  the  performance  of  a 
duty  asrtgned  to  him  by  instructions  received  n  few  days 
ago  from  his  Government,  to  make  this  long  pending 
claim  the  subject  of  a  fresh  appeal  to  that  of  his  Bratannic 
Majesty.  He  is  instructed  to  say  that  the  President,  im- 
pressed from  the  first  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  justice  of 
the  demand  put  forth  by  the  claimants,  has  seen,  with  much 
regret,  and  with  some  surprise,  the  long  delay  which  has  al- 
ready attended  the  application  made,  and  so  often  repeated, 
under  his  direction  ;  and  to  state  further  that  that  regret  is 
now  greatly  increased  by  the  occorrenoe  of  another  ship- 
wreck,  attended  with  analogous  circumstances,  which, 
having  been  followed  by  a  similar  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  colonial  authorities,  has  given  rise  to  a  claim  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  character. 

It  will  perhaps  be  in  the  recollection  of  Lord  Palmerston 
that,  in  a  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  him  on 
the  4lh  April,  1833,  respecting  the  case  of  the  "Comet," 
amons^the  considerations  which  made  it  desirable  that  an 
early  decision  should  be  given  in  that  case,  the  undereigned 
adverted  to  the  probability  that,  so  long  as  the  authorities 
of  the  Bahamas  should  be  allowed  to  belieye  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Gbvemment  were  disposed  to  aeciuiesoe  in  the  rea- 
soning  upon  which  they  endeavored  to  justify  their  conduct 
towards  the  passengers  of  the  «<  Comet,"  other  cases  might 
arise  which  would  make  it  the  unpleasant  duty  of  the 
American  Government  to  address  itssif  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  for  thtf  redvess  of  similar  grievances. 
The  apprekenaons  at  that  liaie  eBtertaMMd  has«  unfofs* 


tonately  been  realised  by  an  oerurrcnce,  the  pariicQlsn  u( 
which  the  undersigrted  will  now  preeeed  to  hiy  before  Loi4 
Palmerston,  together  with  the  enclosed  paperr,  which  witi 
serve  to  substantiate  them. 

The  most  material  of  these  is  (he  protest  entered  befon 
the"  American  consul  at  the  port  ofNassao,  intheiihnd 
of  New  Providence,  by  the  master  and  part-of  tbecrrw 
and   passengers  of  the  shipwrecked  vessel,  from  which  it 
appelirs  that,  on  the  2d  of  February  la^,  the  Aisericu 
brig  <*  Encomium,"  Paschal  SbeflMd  master,  niled  from 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  boaad  to  New 
Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise,  and  having  on  bond, 
among  other  passengers^  forty-five  alaves  of  both  seiesuMl 
various  ages,  all  natives  of  the  United  States,  snd  tbe  prop- 
erty of  American   citizens,  three  of  whom  were  Ukewiie 
passengers  on  board  of  the  << Encomium."    Lord  Palmer- 
ston is  already  aware  that,  although  the  United  States,  with 
a  view  to   the  prevention  of  the  African  slave  trade,  pro- 
hibit, under  the   severest  penalties,   lbs  introdQctioTi  of 
slaves  from  foreign  parte  into  the  territories  of  tbe  Unioiv 
they  yet  permit  the  free  transfer  of  colored  persow  bom 
and  held   in  servitude  in  the  country,  from  one  section  of 
it  to  another ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  caie 
daily  occurs  of  owners  of  that  species  of  property  tra^ellmg 
with  their  servants  through  the  difTerent  Ststes,  or,  with  a 
view  to  the  formation  of  agricultural  establifhrnenti,  remo- 
ving their  bIbvpb,  by  land  or  by  sea,  from  one  State  to  tbe 
other  where  slavery  continues  to  exist  under  their  respec- 
tive laws.     It  was,  therefore,  under  every  legal  sanction 
that  the  slaves  in  question  were  placed  by  their  ownm  on 
board  of  the  "Encomium,"  and  that  the  vessel,  having  re- 
ceived her  regular  clearance  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  wil- 
ed on  a  voyage  recogniscil  as  lawful  in  every  respect  by  tbi 
existing  navigation   laws  of  the   United  States.    On  the 
night  of  the  4lh  February,  while  tracking  her  way  along 
the  dangerous  shoals  which  line  the  coasts  of  the  Ulind  of 
Abaco,  she  was  driven   by  adverse  currents  upon  a  reff, 
where  she   struck,  and   soon   became  a  complete  wreck. 
With   much   difficulty  the  passengers  and  crew  socceeded 
in   landing  on    a  small   island,  called  «*  Fish  Key,"  froo 
whence  they  were  afterwards  taken  by  wreckii^g  jewels  to 
the   port  of  Nassau,  in   the    island   of  New  Providence. 
The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  ibi 
protest  of  Captain  Sheffield  for  a  detailed  account  of  tbe 
proceedmgs  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Nassae,  in  conie- 
quenoe  of  which,  as  in  the  case  of  the  "  Conjei,*'  the  ne- 
groes, notwithstanding  the  united  representations  of  ibeii 
owners,  snd  of  tbe  American  consul  residing  Iherf,  were 
forcibly  seized  on  board  of  the  wreckers,  and  uken  cntiff- 
ly  out  of  the  custody  of  their  masters,  who,  by  an  ofBritl 
communication,  of  which  Lord  Palmerston  will  find  a  co^ 
among  the  enclosed  papers,    addressed  by  direction  « 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  the  Americsn  consul,  sen 
threatened  with  an  ignomiMious  death  if  they  attempted  to 
recover  their  property  and  proceed  to  their  original  deitJ-  * 
nation. 

The  perusal  of  the  papers  ace<)mpanying  this  comniDBH 
cation  will  enable  Lord  Pahnerston  to  perceive  the  anaWy 
existing  between  this  case  and  that  of  the  "Comet, 
which  has  slready  been  so  fblly  laid  before  hfs  lonMi'P- 
The  leading  cMreumetances  being  the  same  in  both,  RvK 
lay  the  foundatioii  of  an  equally  jnet  claim  upon  b»Mfr 
jesty's  Ck>vemment,  on  the  part  of  the  persoDS  concerow 
in  the  oner  now  under  considersoion;  and  appealing,  tber»^ 
lore,  in  their  behalf  to  the  saine  principles  of  josiioc  ** 
undersigned  begs  tecve  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  tfaerea* 
sonings  and  argumenta  adduced  In  support  of  (be  other  Gbii>i 
and  will  merely  offer  for  his  lordahif/s  considerstioo  a  fes 
additional  remarks,  which  more  paitkulaily  w$geAt)K»- 
selves  on  the  present  oocasioti. 

From  a  letter  addressed  on  the  WdofMsy,by»» 
LtatenMt  Oovamor  m  the  oMiaiil  of  the  VtM  etal^  ^ 
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Briga  Encomium  and  Enterprise* 


[25th  Coiro.  1st  Bitis. 


•TMM  that,  in  aidtrinf  the  seisure  of  tbt  •lircs  savlB 
from  tfae-fhipwreek  of  the  «  Enoomiom,'*  bis  excvUettcy 
•clvd,  not  in  obodioneo  to  my  existing  parliamentary  enaet- 
meni  doelaring  the  freedoin  of  niavea  landing  under  such 
cineanatances  in  a  British  possession,  but  under  an  opinion, 
which  he  alleges  to  be  to  the  same  efStci,  by  two  eminent 
Eaglish  jnriflte.-  Tho  consul  having  obtained  a  copy  of 
the  opinion  referred  to^  an  extraet  from  it  wlU  be  found 
among  the  papers  which  the  undetalgned  has  the  honor  to 
submit  Air  Lord  Palmenton's  perosal.  Thongh  notspeclf- 
icaUy  adduead  in  support,  of  the  seizure  in  the  case  of  the 
"  Comat,"  the  aaone  opinion  having  been  alluded  to  by  the 
agent  ef  the  claimants,  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  in  his  note  of  the 
25(h  February,  1633,  took  occasion  to  demonstrate  the  in- 
applieabiiity  of  thai  opinion  to  the  case  then  under  consid- 
eration, by  ahwing  that  it  had  been  alicited  by  circumstaoces 
bearing  not  the  slightest  analogy  to  those  under  which  that 
case  had  aiiseii.  The  conclusive  argomenta  brought  for- 
ward by  Mr.  Van  Buren  might  have  rendered  a  bare  refer- 
ence to  chem  snflicient  for  the  purposes  of  this  communi- 
cation, bad  not  the  express  avowal  of  the  Lieutenant  Gov* 
emt>r  of  the  Bahamas  that  tho  opinion  referred  to  formed 
the  sole  ground  of  his  refusal  to  restore  the  slaves  rescued 


the  substance,  is,  that  it  contemplates  only  the  ''slave 
trade" — ^the  Afrtemn  slave  trade — that  is,  the  practice  then 
sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  Portugal,  an<l  formerly  by  those 
of  Great  Britain  also,  of  carrying  away  from  the  coast  of 
Africa  persons  born  to  fieedom  in  that  country,  hot  sold 
for  liie  purpose  of  being  reduced  to  perpetual  servitode  in 
others. 

The  occasion  which  coiled  for  it  arose  from  doubts  as  to 
the  operation  of  certain  British  statutes,  passed  expressly 
for  the  abolition  of  that  practice  by  British  subjects.  Those 
doubts  bad  grown  out  of  the  accidental  landing  of  a  cargo 
of  natives  of  Africa  upon  the  coast  of  a  neighboring  British 
settlement.  The  questions  propounded  make  exclusive  use 
of  the  term  "Africans:"  the  same  language  is  adopted  by 
the  Crown  lawyers  in  their  solution  of  those  questions ;  and, 
throughout,  the  document,  in  letter  as  in  spirit,  bears  in- 
controvertible  proof  that  those  who  framed,  as  well  as  those 
who  called  for  it,  had  no  case  in  contemplation  but  such 
aa,  like  the  one  then  before  them,  might  grow  out  of  the 
removal  of  native  Africans  from 'their  own  country  to  be 
sold  to  slavery  in  foreign  parts.  Can  it,  therefore,  be  else 
than  a  matter  of  surprise  that,  witli  all  this  evidence  be- 
fore them,  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Bahamas  should 


from  the  wrtek  of  the  "Encomium"  to  the  poseesaton  of  1  have  so  oonstraed  the  purpose  and  language  of  that  docu- 


their  masiars,  imparted  to  that  opinion,  in  the  present  caae, 
an  impoitanee  which  the  undersigned  deems  auffieiant  to 
juetify  him  in  entering  more  at  large  into  an  examinaimn 
of  the  circumstanees  under  which  it  was  given  and  ol  the 
firinctplca  which  are  aet  forth  in  it. 


It  appears  that,  in  the  year  1918,  a  Portngnese  ship  en-  ^  storing  the  slaves  to  their  masters. 


gagnd  in  the  African  atave  tmde,  then  permitted  by  the 
laws  of  Portugal,  while  on  her  voyage  from  Mosambique 
to  BraatI,  wi^k  a  cargo  of  slave*,  put  in  for  supplies  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  was  afierwarda  wrecked  on  the 
coaet  of  that  colony.  Doubts  having  triaen  in  eonaequenee 
of  it,  under  the  existing  laws  of  Great  Britain  prohibiting 
the  traffic  in  slaves  by  British  subjects,  as  to  the  condtict 
which  it  wonld  be  proper  for  the  colonial  authorities  to  pur- 
«aa  in  such  a  case,  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  were 
catted  upon  for  their  opinion  on  the  following  points  t 

1 .  Whether,  under  the  cireomstanees  stated,  the  supplies 
or  relief  asked  for  by  the  Portuguese  vessel  could  have  been 
legally  aff>rded  by  the  colonial  authorities. 

S.  Whether  a  cargo  of  Africans,  abandoned  in  conse- 
qnaoce  of  the  loss  of  the  vessel  on  the  coast  of  a  British 
settlement,  were  to  be  considered  as  Africans  illegally  im- 
parted, or  considered  as  free  persons. 


ment  aa  not  only  to  apply  the  doctrines  it  sets  up  to  a  case 
so  disiAmilar  aa  that  of  the  shipwreck  of  the  '« Encomium," 
but  to  apply  them  without  the  redeeming  feature  in  it, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  might,  failing  all 
other  guides  for  their  conduct,  have  juatified  them  in  re- 


In  ovder  more  clearly  to  point  out  the  dissimilarity  between 
the  ease  of  the  <«  Encomium,"  and  that  of  the  Portuguese 
vessel  which  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  was  intended 
lo  meat,  the  undersigned,  with  Lord  Palmerston's  permis- 
sion, will  submit  a  parallel  between  the  condition  of  the  Afri- 
ean'and  that  of  the  American  slave.  The  one,  bom  free,  is 
foeetUy  carried  away  and  sold  to  slavery  in  a  foreign  land ; 
the  other,  bom  to  servitude,  does  but  continue  In  a  con- 
dition to  which  bis  ancestors,  for  generationa  before  him, 
i  had  been  reduced  under  a  peculiar  aocial  organization.  The 
one,  by  forcible  abduction,  becomes  the  property  of  a  mas- 
ter, who  holds  him  as  merchandise,  until  he  can  dispose  of 
him  with  profit ;  the  other,  under  a  title  originally  derived 
from  British  laws,  continues  in  the  service  of  a  master 
bound  to  protect  him ;  and,  though  transferable  to  another, 
under  proper  legal  restrictions,  he  does  not  become  an  ob-  . 
ject  of  traffic  or  expatriation.     The  former  is  exposed  to 


3.  Whether  Africans,  cast  by  shipwreck  on  the  coast  j  arbitrary  treatment  from  the  slave-dpaler,  who  has  but  a 
of  a  British  colony,  were  to  be  considered  ss  slaves  illegally  |  temporary  intereat  in  his  welfare ;  while  the  latter,  like  the 
imported,  or  as  fVee  persons;  and  whether  the  authorities  <  free  member  of  the  State,  is  under  the  safeguard  of  laws, 
of  soch  eolonf  had  the  power  to  restore  such  Africans  to  I  framed  for  the  security  of  his  person,  and  fur  the  ro&triction 
their  original  owners  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves^  either  in  the  I  of  the  power  of  his  master  over  him.  And,  finally,  in  cir^ 
colony  or  in  a  foreign  country.  |  cumstances  like  that  which  has  given  rise  to  this  repre- 

The  answer  of  the  Crown  lawyers  to  the  first  query  was,  |  sentation,  while  the  African  is  proceeding  in  the  flave-abip 


that  the  granting 'of  the  required  supplies  would  have  been 
a  violation  of  the  provision  in  the  aet  which  prohibits 
British  subjects  from  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  removal 
of  petsons  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves.  But,  under  another 
claose,  making  an  exception  in  cases  of  distress  from  weather, 
the  perils  of  the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accidents,  they  are  of 
opinion  that,  where  assis-tance  or  relief  is  required  hn  con- 
o«qnence  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  crew  or  of  the  slaves, 
it  may  and  ought  to  be  affbrded. 

Under  the  second  head,  their  opinion  is,  that  staves 
abandoned,  aa  staled,  are  to  be  considered  and  treated  as 
free  persons  on  their  landing  in  the  colony. 

If  cast  by  shipwreck,  as  supposed  in  the  third  query,  the 
Africans  are,  a<*cording  to  the  view  of  the  legal  advisers  of 
the  Crown,  to  be  treated  as  free  pevaons,  as  in  the  case  im- 
mediately preceding. 

The  first  ides  that  unavoidably  suggests  hself,  on  perusal 
of  the  dotmnenltif  wMdi  thr  abo¥e'i»  belicvad  toxonvey 


from  a  land  of  freedom  to  what  is  to  prove  to  him  one  of 
perpetual  bondage,  the  American  slave,  under  laws  enact- 
ed by  his  country,  and  recognised  by  all  civilized  nations, 
is  following  the  fortunes  of  his  master,  a  passenger  in  the 
same  ship  with  him,  and  merely  removing  for  the  advan- 
tage of  both,  probably — ^but  certainly  not  for  any  purpose 
likely  to  aggravate  the  condition  of  the  slave— from  one 
section  of  the  country  to  another,  where  be  is  secure  of  the 
same  protection. 

But  even  admitting,  notwithstanding  this  wide  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  cases,  that  the  legal  opinion  upon 
which  the  Lieutenant  Oovemor  of  the  Bahamas  professes 
to  have  acted  is  at  all  applicable  to  that  of  the  "  Encomium," 
the  undersigned  thinks  that  he  can  perceive  in  that  docu- 
ment an  allegation  under  which,  had  the  autborities  of  the 
Bahamas  b^en  actuated  by  any  share  of  the  disposition  to 
do  justice  which  the  undersigned  believes  to  be  entertained 
by-hts*Ma}esty's  Government  towards  that  of  the  Unitsd 
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Br^$  Enewiium  and  EnUrprue. 


Statos,  might  have  led  to  an  adjuatmffnt  of  the  subject  which 
would  have  rendered  this  represeLtation  unnecessary.  In 
their  answer  to  the  first  query,  the  authors  of  the  opinion 
have  the  following  paragraph : 

"The  slave-trade  acts,  however,  have  intcodueed  ex.- 
ceptions  to  this  general  prohihition  in  cases  of  abaolate  dis- 
tress, and  provide  that  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be  in* 
curred  by  any  landing,  importing,  transhipping*  or  carrying 
of  any  slaves,  where  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  the  prohibited  act  entirely  aroae  from  stress 
of  weather,  peril  of  the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accident ; 
the  burden  of  which  proof  sbsU,  in  all  casea,  be  on  the 
claimant  or  defendent/'  <*  On  this  authority  wo  think  thai 
when  assistance  or  relief  is  required  at  the  Cape,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distressed  state  of  the  crew  or  of  the  slaves, 
it  may  and  ought  to  be  afforded:  but  the  extent  of  such  re* 
lief  and  assistance  should  be  measured  and  limited  by  the 
necessity  and  urgency  of  the  case." 

Upon  this  clause  the  under«»igrned  might,  perhapSt  under 
his  Assumption  that  the  document,  is  susceptible  ol  being 
made  applicable  to  the  case,  safely  rest  the  title  of  the 
claimants  to  redress.  After  being  deprived  by  abipwreck  of 
all  they  had  but  the  persons  of  £eir  slaves,  the  claimanta, 
under  circumstances  of  «  absolute  distress,**  and  counting 
upon  that  hospitality  which  in  all  other  ciirilized  parts  of 
the  globe  awaits  persona  in  their  situation,  apply  at  the 
Bahamas  for  the  means  of  satisfying  the  most  pfeaaing 
wants  of  nature  and  for  a  ship  to  carry  them  home.  The 
undersigned  feels  that  Lord  Pslmerston  will  think,  with 
him,  that  no  circumstances  of  <■  stress  of  weather,  peril  of 
the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accident,''  could  have  given  to 
the  applicants  a  more  undoubted  claim  upon  the  authorities 
of  tha  Bahamaa  for  the  assistance  and  relief  which,  in  snch 
cases,  the  Crown  lawyers  themselves  think  may  and  o«gbt 
to  be  afTorded.  The  refusal  of  that  assistance  is  a  circum- 
stsnce  which  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  reconcile  with 
his  idea  of  the  kind  of  reception  which  a  atanger  in  distress 
has,  in  the  present  enlightened  and  philanthropic  spirit  oi 
the  age,  a  right  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  any  Power  on 
whose  shores  misfortune  may  have  thrown  him,  or  with 
the  character  of  the  relatione  which  it  ia  the  wish  of  the 
United  States  to  aee  firmly  established  between  the  two 
countries.  The  seizure  of  their  property,  instead  of  it,  is 
a  proceeding  which  the  undersigned  thinks  equally  irre- 
concilable with  the  ordinary  principles  of  common  justice. 

The  legal  opinion  alluded  to  was  given  in  1818,  before 
the  passing  of  the  sUtute  of  6  Geo.  IV,  chap.  113,  «to 
amend  and  consolidste  the  laws  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade,"  some  of  the  provisions  of  which  it  may  be 
proper  for  the  undersigned  to  notice  in  this  place,  under  a 
belief  that  they  confirm  his  view  of  the  total  inapplicability 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  to  th«  case  under 
consideration,  and  that  a  reference  to  tbem  cannot  fail  to 
satisfy  Lord  Palmerston  that,  repealing,  as  they  do,  all 
former  acts  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  and  laying  down 
principles  totally  at  variance  with  those  upon  which  the 
colonial  authorities  of  the  Bahamas  assume  to  have  acted, 
they  leave  those  ofiicers  entirely  unsupported  by  any  legal 
authority  in  the  view  they  have  taken  of  the  case  of  the 
"  Encomium,"  and  the  proceedings  founded  upon  them. 

The  first  section  of  the  act,  after  declaring  iu  object  to 
be  the  amendment  and  consolidation  of  the  varioua  enact- 
ments relating  to  the  stave  trade,  a  term  which  it  is  be- 
lieved no  one  will  think  of  app^ing  to  any  trade  but  the 
prohibited  trafllic  in  African  slavea,  proceeida  to  *'  repeal 
all  acts  and  enactmenta  relating  to  the  slave  trade  and  the 
abolition  thereof,  and  the  exportation  and  importaiion  of 
slaves ;"  and  the  two  following  sections  make  it  penal  for 
any  person  to  "dear  or  "trade"  in  slaves,  to  "carry 
away  or  remove"  them,  to  "import,"  to  "ahip  them  for 
the  purpose  of  being  imported,"  and  to  do  all  other  acta  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  the  former  traffio  in  African  ilavae ; 


biif  in  none  of  tboao  sections  are  them  any  expressums  to 
authorize  the  inference  (hat,  in  framing  the  set,  the  Legii. 
lature  intended  to  provide  for  case^  like  that  which  fonnt 
the  subject  of  this  eomauMHcatioa.  In  order  to  arrive  at 
the  trne  intsot  and  meaning  of  a  legislative  enactment,  no 
belter  auiiliary  can  be  employed  than  a  reference  to  the 
main  object  proposed  to  he  attained  by  its  framers.  Wbit 
was  that  object,  as  it  presento  itself  to  view  in  every  cUuw 
of  the  act  ?  The  suppression  and  total  abolition  of  the 
traffic  in  African  alavea.  The  9th  section  assimilatei  liitt 
traffic  to  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  attaches  to  it  tbesxtnme 
penalty  of  the  law.  The  62d  and  following  racile  ths 
treatiee  concluded  for  the  same  object  between  his  BritanQic 
Majesty  and  hia  allies,  and  provide  the  means  of  etrryiog 
them  into  efiect.  But  in  no  part  of  the  act  is  any  tbwg  lo 
be  found  looking  to  the  case  of  slaves  belonging  to  lbs  citi- 
lens  of  a  friendly  Power,  accidentally  cast  upon  the  thorn 
of  a  British  settlement  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  voy- 
age; while,  on  the  contrary,  the  2 1  at  section  exprnsly  en* 
acts  that  nothing  in  the  aa  contained  "  ahali  prevent  ihe 
tranahippinff*  end  assisting  at  see,  any  slave  or  sisTei 
which  aball  be  in  any  ship  or  vesael  in  distress." 

With  this  implied  if  not  exprese  warrant  to  the  aothori- 
ties  of  the  Bahamas  to  grant  to  peraons  situated  ttwen 
the  passengers  of  the  "  Encomium,"  that  assistance  which 
they  came  to  aeek  at  Nassau,  beeauae  it  was  nowhere  die  to 
be  found,  it  is  difficult  for  the  undersigned  to  conceive  bj 
what  reasoning  those  suthorities  could  have  arrived  tfrthe  con- 
clusion that  they  were  bound  to  interfere  in  any  other  wiy, 
aweie  as  they  must  have  been  that  the  voyage  of  thttvei- 
sel  was  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
when  they  found,  in  the  act  referred  to,  provisions  ei- 
preasly  authorizing,  in  ihoMO  parte  of  the  British  empire 
where  slavery  existed  at  the  time,  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
sieves  ibr  the  purpose  of  being  employed  in  the  siae 
colony ;  their  transfer  coastwise  from  one  part  to  anoiberof 
the  same  colony,  and  even  their  removal  from  oneislamlla 


another  in  the  same  colonial  government ;  their  eoiplej' 
ment  in  navigation  and  fishery  ;  and,  when  serving  io  the 
capacity  of  domestics,  their  personal  attendance  on  tbcir 
masters,  wherever  these  might  chooee  to  carry  theni. 

The  undersigned  is  not  without  hopes  that,  in  the  fort- 
going  remarks,  he  will  be  found  to  have  stated  to  the  lattt- 
iaction  of  Lord  Pnlmerston  the  groonds  on  which  it  miy 
safety  be  aMumed  that,  whether  appealing  to  the  opinioo 
of  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown,  in  the  ease  of  the  Port- 
uguese slaver  wrecked  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  in- 
voking the  proviaions  of  British  legialative  enactmenta, 
the  colonial  authorities  of  the.Bahamas,  in  refusing  to  re- 
store the  slaves  who  were  paasengers  in  the  "  Encomium 
to  their  rightful  ownen,  have  acted  in  a  manner  nut  aQ- 
thoriaed  by  any  public  act  intended  for  their  gnvemanoe 
in  such  cases. 

Upon  this  expectation  the  undersigned  might,  psrhape, 
confidently  rely  for  ultimate  justice  to  the  claimants;  there 
are,  however,  considerations  of  a  more  general  character, 
which  occupy  so  prominent  a  place  in  the  view  tsken  of 
the  subject  by  his  Oovemment  and  himself,  that  be  is  com- 
pelled to  add  a  few  more  observations  to  this  couunuoicft- 
tion,  which  he  regrets  haa  already  been  so  much  exteniJed. 
To  some  of  those  considerations  be  has  before  alluded,  ia 
bis  note  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Comet"  They  hsve 
their  origin  in  the  relations  of  good  neighborhood,  whkh 
it  is  80  manifestly  the  interest  of  the  two  nations  to  meiD- 
tain  and  improve;  but  which  cannot  be  aucoessfuHy  cola- 
vated  so  long  as  the  subordinate  agents  of  his  Majesty  • 
Government,  placed  in  authority  at  stationa  contiguous  to 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  aball  conduct  tfaemeelvve 
towarda  American  citizena  in  a  manner  ao  little  in  sceonJ* 
ance  with  the  friendly  sentiments  on  which  alone  those 
relations  can  be  sustained. 

The  ttndersigaed  ie  inatmcted  to  My  UMt  ihsir  proceed- 
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ingi  in  Ifae  ease  of  the  «<  Bncomtam"  have  produced  a 
deep  seiMataon  tbroaghout  the  United  Statea;  but  ee- 
peciatty  in  the  South,  where  the  eiietence  of  a  large  slave 
popnlation  has  rendered  the  people  more  sensitively  alive 
to  every  occurrence  that  may  tend  to  disturb  the  relations 
existing  there  between  master  and  slave.  By  the  citizens 
of  that  portion  of  the  Union,  the  late  transaction  at  Nansau 
is  looked  upon  as  a  direct  ioterfeienee  with  their  rights  of 
property^-with  rights  which  bad  their  origin  under  British 
ral^  and  have,  since  the  separation  of  the  two  couniries, 
been  guarantied  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Looking  again  at  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  cannot 
be  denied  tiiat  they  furnish  abundant  cause  for  the  dissatis- 
faction they  have  produced.  The  slaves  were  still  in  the 
quiet  poesession  and  under  the  entire  control  of  their  mas- 
ters, whose  sole  desire  was  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
proceed  with  them  to  their  destinalion,  when  they  were 
forcibly  seised  and  landed  by  the  aame  persons  who  after- 
wards availed  themselves  of  their  own  illegal  act  as  a  pre- 
text for  fSnalty  depriving  the  owners  of  their  property.  No 
application,  either  on  the  part  of  the  slaves  for  their  libera- 
tion, or  on  that  of  the  masters  for  aid  in  enforcing  their 
authority  as  such,  appears  to  have  been  addressed  to  the 
colonial  authorities.  Their  interference  was  wholly  grat- 
uitous and  uncalled  for,  and  can  in  no  possible  view  of 
the  case  be  considered  as  characteristic  of  any  desire  on 
the  part  of  thoae  officers  to  respect  the  righU  of  foreigners 
whom  misfortune  has  placed  in  their  power ;  particularly 
when  it  is  eonsidersd  that  this  is  the  oocond  time  that  the 
same  eauae  of  complaint  has,  from  their  illegal  acts,  arisen 
in  that  quarter.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  conveying 
their  property  by  sea  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  anoth- 
er, under  authority  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  have 
bc«n  taught  to  believe  that,  if  ahipwreek  or  other  calamity 
ahoold  compel  them  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  ports  of  his 
Majesty*s  possessions,  they  might  count  with  certainty  up- 
on that  hospitality  fur  themselves,  and  that  protection  fax 
whatever  else  may  have  been  spared  by  the  disasters  of  the 
eea,  which  the  laws  of  all  civUiied  communities  accord  to 
misfortone  in  such  cases ;  and  the  risks  of  that  mode  of 
conveyence  have  aecordingly  been  calculated  with  a  full 
reliance  upon  the  permanency  of  the  same  just  and  benev- 
olent policy.  But  it  will  readily  occur  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  that  if,  upon  erroneous  pretences,  the  depositaries  of 
power  are  to  take  upon  themselves  to  declare  the  forfeiture 
of  property  thus  unfortunately  thrown  in  their  hands, 
without  previous  warning  of  their  intentionn,  immense 
losees  will  be  sustained  before  the  mode  of  conveyance  re- 
ferrred  to  can  be  changed,  or  the  risks  attending  it  so  cal- 
culated as  to  aflfiml  to  the  owners  of  property  embarked  in 
it  tfie  benefit  of  the  ordinary  security  afforded  by  commer- 
cial insurance  and  Ussge. 

The  United  States  cannot  but  feel  with  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  upon  all  subjects  connected  with  the  final 
annihilation  of  the  inhuman  traffic  in  slaves,  and  are  ever 
anxious  to  mitigate,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  the 
evils  of  slavery,  where  that  feature  exists  in  their  social  or- 
ganiaation ;  but,  in  whatever  they  have  done  towards  the 
attainment  of  those  objects,  they  have,  with  sedulous  <»rc, 
ondeavonpd  to  respect  and  even  to  protect  the  rights  of 
others  sgainst  any  injury  that  might  accrue  from  the  op- 
eration of  their  laws  in  relation  to  the  subject;  and,  in 
proof  of  this,  a  ca^e  is  now  on  record  in  which  British 
slavesy  owned  in  the  very  port  of  Nasssu,  and  brought  in- 
to the  United  States,  on  being  saved  from  shipwreck, 
have,  notwithstamYing  the  existing  laws  prohi luting  the 
landing  of  that  description  of  persons  in  the  country,  been 
received  and  landed  over  to  his  Majesty's  consul  at  New 
Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  being  restored  to  their  British 


The   undersigned   having,   in   the   preceding  rrmarku, 
fully  statetl  the  view  which  hi*  Government  has  takon  of 


the  particular  case  under  consideration,  in  its  various 
hearings,  has  now  but  to  perform  the  last  branch  of  the 
duty  which  has  been  assigned  to  him.  All  other  means 
of  redress  having  failed,  the  claimants  have  appealed  to 
the  President  for  his  official  interposition  m  their  behsif 
near  the  Government  of  his  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  it  is 
in  consequence  of  the  promise  given  them  that  that  inter- 
position should  l>e  promptly  and  earnestly  affi>rded,  that 
the  undersigned  has  been  especially  instructed  to  lose  no 
time  in  Ikying  the  case  before  Lord  Palmerston,  and  to 
request  that  it  may,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  be 
taken  into  his  lordship's  favorable  conaideration.  He  is, 
moreover,  commissioned  to  express  the  confident  hope  en- 
tertained by  the  President  that,  after  fully  weighing  all  the 
circumstaucea  attending  it,  his  Majesty's  Government  will 
perceive  that  full  indemnity  to  the  claimants,  both  in  the 
case  now  particularly  alluded  to,  and  in  that  of  the  per* 
eons  shipwrecked  in  the  «  Comet,"  which  hss  repeatedly 
formed  the  subject  of  former  representations,  is  duo  to 
justios  as  well  as  to  the  character  of  the  relations  now  ex- 
isting between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  from 
which  it  is  his  desire  thai  all  causes  that  may,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, tend  to  impair  them,  should  be  speedily  and  radi- 
cally removed.  The  undersigned  thinks  that  he  has  said 
enough  in  this  note  and  in  his  former  communications  on 
the  subject  of  these  claims,  to  impress  Lord  Palmerston 
with  a  sense  of  the  importance  that  no  delay  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  avoided,  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
a  8()eedy  adjustment  of  them.  Under  that  impression, 
and  presuming  that  such  an  adjustment  will  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  similar  causes  of  complaint,  he  does  not  think 
it  necessary  to  lay  any  particular  stress  on  the  request 
which  he  is  likewise  instructed  to  lay  before  his  Majesty's 
Government,  that  suitable  measures  may,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, be  adopted,  to  cause  the  just  righta  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  to  be  respected  in  future  by  the  au- 
thorities of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  should  they  again  be 
placed  in  their  power  by'misfortune  or  unavoidable  accident. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  on  this  occadon,  to 
offer  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

13  Old  GiTxirDisH  St.,  September  20,  1834.  ' 

Extract  of  a  detpafch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Foraytht 
dated  January  14,  1835. 

I  had,  the  day  before  yesterday,  with  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, an  interview,  which  I  had  sought  lor  the  purpose 
of  calling  his  attention  more  forcibly  than  I  had  before  done, 
to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  Ba- 
hamas in  the  years  1830  and  1834.  After  briefly  laying  be- 
fore  him  the  leading  drcumatances  of  the  case,  I  endeavored 
to  impress  him  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  attached  by  the 
President  to  ita  early  adjustment,  on  the  ground  of  common 
justice  to  the  daimanta  themselves,  and  on  account  of  the 
unpleasant  state  of  feeling  which  the  circumstance  bad  pro- 
duced amongst  the  slave-holding  populstiun  of  the  United 
States.  I  adverted  to  the  dilatory  course  hitherto  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  claim,  especially  by  the  law  department, 
and  expresed  my  apprehension  that  the  feelings  which  had 
been  awakened  by  (he  discussion  and  passsge  of  the  eman- 
cipation act  had  been  allowed  to  exercise  upon  the  mindfi 
of  those  who  bad  been  charged  to  investigate  the  merits  of 
the  claim,  an  influence  which  had  prejudiced  the  just  rights 
of  the  parties  interested.  The  duke  said  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  I  had  before  stated  to  htm  on  the  sulijett,- 
he  had  already  given  directions  that  the  papers  relating  to 
it  «h«tu1d  he  collected  and  laid  before  him ;  that  this  hod 
not  yet  been  done ;  but  that  I  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  attend  to  it  without  delay  ;  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  merite  of  the  question,  and  the  stage  to  which  the 
considerati'^n  of  it  had  been  carried  ;  that,  if  ripe  for  a  de- 
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eiiion,  he  wQal4  lose  no  time  in  making  it  known  to  me » 
and  if  not,  that  he  would  accelerate  it»  and  eee  that  no  de- 
lay that  could  possibly  be  avoided  should  be  allowed  to  put 
off  the  final  adjuatment  of  the  matter.  The  eajrneet  tone 
in  which  tbeee  promises  were  given,  and  the  aasidotty  and 
punctuality  which  characterize  the  duke*a  official  conduct, 
lead  me  to  hope  that  the  termination  of  this  long-pending 
negotiation  is  not  far  remote. 

Extract  of  a  dupaieh  from  Mr.  VaU  to  Mr.  Fortyih, 
dated  January  22,  1836. 
I  have  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ad(}ittonafl  assurances 
that  our  claims  in  relation  to  the  shipwrecked  slaves  are 
under  consideration,  and  have  already  been  the  subject  of 
discuseion  between  him  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  colonial 
secretary. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr,  Forsyth,  dated 
March  14,  1835. 
I  took  a  late  occasion  to  remind  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
of  his  promise  of  an  early  decision  upon  our  claim  respect- 
ing the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  Bahamas.  He  said  that 
the  sybjoct  was  now  at  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  was  only 
waiting  for  Sir  Robcit  Peel  to  be  somewhat  relieved  from 
the  great  pressure  of  his  parliamentary  duties,  to  summon 
him  and  the  colonial  secretary  to  a  serious  and  final  discus- 
sion of  the  menu  of  the  claim ;  and  that  I  might  depend 
upon  being  apprized  of  their  decision  upon  it  at  as  early  a 
day  a«»  the  peculiar  circumstances  the  Government  are  now 
placed  in  would  permit. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Vail  to  Mr.  Fortyth,  dated 
May  14,  1835. 
Sia :  In  the  note  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  addressed 
by  me  on  the  11th  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  respecting 
the  seizure  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  Bermuda,  and  the 
subsequent  liberation  of  the  slaves,  passengers  on  board  the 
brig  ••Enterprise,"  I  have  endeavored,  without  going  again 
into  the  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  the  analogous  cases  of 
the  **  Comet**  and  <*  Encomium,*' to  impress  the  British 
minister  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  which,  indepen- 
dently of  its  intrinsic  merits,  the  ca»e  derives  from  the  dan- 
ger of  allowing  the  repetition  of  those  occurrences  to  estab- 
lish a  practice  which  we  never  can  sanction.  My  aim  has 
been  to  Impart  to  my  representation  as  much  strength  as 
the  case  admitted,  without  making  use  of  language  that 
could  produce  any  thing  like  irritation. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lard  PalmerMton. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  undersigned,  charg^  d'af- 
faires of  the  United  States  of  America,  acting  under  special 
instructions  recently  received  from  his  Government,  again 
has  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  honorable 
Lord  Vi:icount  Palmerston,  bis  Majesty's  principal  Secreta- 
ry of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  another  illegal  seizure  of 
slaves,  passengers  in  a»  American  vessel  driven  by  stress 
of  weatlier  within  British  jurisdiction,  which  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  undersigned  to  address  to  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment another  such  representation  as  those  which  have  so 
long  been  before  it,  the  subject  of  yet  unanswered  though 
repeated  and  earnest  appeals  to  its  justice. 

The  particulars  of  the  present  case  are  briefly  told  in  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American  consular  com- 
mercial agent  In  the  Bermudas  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  brig  •'Enterprise,"  Elliott 
Smith  master,  havijig  on  board,  as  passengers,  seventy-eight 
slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  uf  the  United  Stales,  was, 
while  on  her  voynge  from  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  driven  from 
her  course  by  a  continuance  of  tempestuous  weather,  and 
compelle<l,  for  want  of  provisions,  to  put,  in  distress,  into 


the  port  of  Hamilton,  in  the  Bermuda  isUndsi  that,  on  Ui 
arrival  there,  she  was  seized  by  the  eoloaial  authoiitiM,  qq 
the  ]>retext  of  her  having  elaves  on  beard,  but  subeeqntatJy 
released,  and  the  master  told  thaVha  might  proossd  on  bii 
voyage  after  repairing  damages  and  refitting ;  tbat,  aftsr- 
wards,  however,  while  about  availing  himself  of  thUnw. 
mission,  be  called  at  the  ouatom-house  for  his  ship's  ^ym, 
the  delivery  of  them  wee  refused  until  the  plessnis  of  tJM 
Governor  of  the  colony,  with  reference  to  the  slatoi,  oooid 
be  ascertained ;  ihat,  while  detained  by  U»is  dslay, «  wdtof 
habeas  corpus,  issued  by  the  chief  justice,  wasssrrednpon 
him,  requiring  his  appearanee  before  the  court,  and  thi 
production  of  the  elaves,^  still  remaining  on  bosied  hit  vsiiel, 
who,  on  disembarking,  were  immediately  taken  from  bii 
custody,  and  proclaimed  free,  for  having  been  Isndsiiiat 
colony  where  slavery  had  then  eeased  to  exist. 

The  case,  though  varying  in  aoine  of  its  details  fion  tboM 
of  the  brigs  '•Comet"  and  **  Encomium,"  alreadj  laid  be- 
fore Lord  Palmerston^  involves  the  same  comideratioii, 
and,  consequently,  givea  rise  to  a  third  claim  of  a  preoM); 
similar  character.  It  is  that  of  an  American  vssiel  pana- 
ing  a  voyage  recognised  as  lawful  by  the  Isgi&lation  of  the 
United  Stetes  and  by  all  the  principles  of  public  law,  foroal, 
by  the  act  of  God,  to  seek,  in  a  British  port,  a  refiigs  fron 
the  tempest,  relief  from  eurvation  for  her  crew  and  panaa- 
gers,  and  that  aid,  protection,  and  bospitali^,  wbicii  tlie 
code  of  humanity  as  well  as  the  immutable  lawiof  joitico 
and  the' best,  established  usegea  amongst  civihtsd  Dauosa, 
secure  to  the  distressed  mariner,  and  to  the  propeity  in  bli 
charge.  It  ezhibits  the  same  dasire  on  the  part  of  the  mai- 
ter,  and  the  same  exertions,  b>  retaining  the  slsfss  Qoder 
his  charge  and  control,  to  prevent  any  act  that,  by  aiy 
possibility,  might  be  construed  into  an  infcactiMi  of  thi 
well-known  laws  and  policy  ia  force  in  the  colony,  whicii 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  that  deecripiion  of  perMBt;  aid 
the  same  gratuitous  and  uncaU«d  lor  interieience  on  that  of 
the  local  authorities— firs^  in  ii^ringing  those  very  lawiW 
forcibly  seizing  and  landing  the  slaves,  when  uothiogap- 
|)ears  to  show  that  their  safety  rendered  thatvStepnseeaaaiy, 
and  then,  by  availing  themselves  of  their  own  wnnv,  lo 
declare  the  forfeiture  of  property  th«s,.by  uoconUoUabie 
events,  placed  in  their  power.  The  undersigned  fseli  000- 
fident  that  such  unwarrantable  proceedings  can  be  fiev^ 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  flagrani  violation  of  all  the  pw* 
ciplea  which  regulate  tlie  intercourse  and  promote ooniidiBce 
among  friendly  nations.  He  is  instrucled  to  say  that,  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  they  are  looked  npop  » 
an  outrage  committed  by  suhordinate  agents  of  the  Britiih 
power  upon  the  rights  and  intereots  of  American  citizeni, 
calling  for  a  redress  which  be  cannot  but  hopeasenaca 
common  justice,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Govenmeati 
will  not  allow  them  to  deny,  nor  long  to  withhold. 

The  grounds  upon  which  that  confident  expectation  of 
prompt  reparation  is  founded  have  abaady  been  falij  ^ 
before  Lord  Palmerston — first,  in  the  note  more  than  thict 
years  ago  addressed  to  his  lordship  by  Mr.  Van  Bureo,  tb«D 
minister  of  the  United  State  at  his  Majesty's  court,  iaA» 
case  of  the  brig  *< Comet;"  and,  subsequently,  in  vahooi 
communications  from  the  undersigned  in  the  same  cai^ 
and  that  of  the  « <  Encomium. "  To  the  statemente  and  ar- 
guments presented  on  those  occasions,  but  little  i?naiM 
that  the  undersigned  ihiuks  could  now  be  added  with  auy 
prospect  of  more  clearly  setting  forth  the  nature  and  eii»t 
iif  the  wrong  inflicted  upon  the  parties  aggrieved,  or  ttM 
legality  of  their  claim.  They  were  then  urged,  M  w^J 
a  view  of  establishing  the  justice  of  a  demand  ^^'<^|^ 
Government  of  tho  United  States,  confiding  in  the  faeodlj 
disposition  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  might  safely  have  ktt 
to  its  own  merits,  and  to  the  principles  of  right  on  ^^^^ 
rested,  than  of  satisfying  the  technicalities  of  (he  law,  and 
of  showing  that,  apart  from  the  indisputable  equity  o(  io» 
case,  the  claimants,  and  their  Government  for  them,  nff' 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


265 


BrigB  Encomium  and  EnUrprUe, 


[25th  Covo.  lit  Shi. 


prepared  to  appeal,  without  fear,  io  the  apirit  and  letter  of 
the  written  code  of  Great  Britain,  the  solemn  decision*  of 
her  coarta  of  justice,  and  the  deliberate  opinions  elicited 
from  her  jariata,  when  analogous  points  have  been  brought 
in  qaestion.  It  would  but  serve  to  consume  his  lordship's 
time  to  revert,  in  this  place,  to  those  statements  and  argu- 
menta  r  urged  as  they  were  with  all  the  solemnity  which 
ezpraaa  direetiona  from  the  Gove^nent  of  the  United  States 
coold  impart  to  them,  and  with  all  the  easnestness  which 
a  deep  conviction  of  their  troth  could  inspire,  they  were 
believe^  to  have  a  claim  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
his  Ma>)0ty's  Government,  which  had  raised  in  tlio  mind 
of  the  President  an  expectation  that  the  subject  would  long 
ere  this  have  been  adjusted.  The  undersigned  has  had 
too  many  proofs  of  the  disposition  evinced  by  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  to  remove  from  Uie  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  all  cause  of  difference  susceptible 
of  affecting  iti  harmonious  character,  to  admit  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  long  lapsp  of  time  which  has  intervened  since 
the  date  of  the  first  communications  of  the  American  lega- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  is  to  be  viewed  as  aii 
evidence  of  want  of  attention  to  them  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  or  of  an  under  estimate  of  their  im- 
portance; but  he  is  bound  by  his  iniitructions  to  say  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  Government,  the  delay  has  heen  protract- 
ed far  beyond  any  period  that  could  have  l»een  considered 
necessary  for  the  most  deliberate  examination,  in  all  their 
bcAfings,  of  the  different  questions  in  any  event  likely  to 
arise  frcm  those  communications;  and  to  repeat  that,  aware 
though  the  President  be  of  the  delicate  character  of  some 
of  those  ques;tions,  and  dit«(K)sed,  in  that  spirit,  to  make 
every  allowance  that  circumstances  appeared  to  suggest,  that 
delay  has  been  to  him  a  cause  of  much  surprise,  and  of  a 
regret  which  he  has  caused  the  undersigned  frankly  to  make 
known  to  and  impress  upon  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  ha?,  in  his  former  communications,  en- 
deavored to  convey  to  Lord  Palmerston   an  understanding 
of  the  imporunce  which  these  claims  derive  from  their  lia- 
bility to  be  multiplied,  so  long  aa  the  delegates  of  his  Ma- 
jesty*«  power  in  the  colonies  adjacent  to  the  Southern  aec- 
tiorui  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permitte<]  to  consider  the 
inaction  of  the  metropolitan  Government  upon  the  eases 
under  consideration  as  sanctioning  their  unjustifiable  pro- 
ceedinga.     His  desire  that  what  he  cannot  but  look  upon 
MM  a  delusion  involving  dangerous  consequences,  should,  aa 
speedily  as  posaiblo,  cease  to  be  entertauied  by  thoao  au- 
thorities, again  impels  him  to  present  for  the  consideration 
of  hi«  lordahip  the  fact,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the 
central  parts  of  the  Union  having  taken  a  direction  towards 
the  South,  the  case  daily  occurs  of  owners  of  slavci)  remov- 
iofff  ^y  *^"i  ^^il^  their  families  and  domestics,  and  taking 
m  course  which  unavoidably  carries  them  into  the  waters  of 
the    British  islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  Mexican  Gulf, 
where,  from  the  dangers  ottending  the  navigation  of  those 
meoMy  they  are  exposed  to  such  disauters  as  those  which 
have  given  rise  to  these  representations.     So  confident  was 
the  undersigned  that  the  case  of  the  «  Comet"  must  speed- 
ily be  followed  by  otherii  which  would  but  serve  to  render 
the    subject  still  more  difficult  of  adjustment,  that,  more 
than  two  years  ago,  in  his  note  of  the  4th  April,  1833,  ho 
predicted  the  recurrence  of  similar  events,  unless  a  line  of 
conduct  more  accordant  with  the  friendly  relations  existing 
between  the  two  countries  were,  without  delay,  prescribed 
to    the  local  authorities  in  his  Majosty^s  colonies.     Twice 
haM  that  prediction  already  been  verified ;  and  it  is  a  mel- 
ancholy cause  of  regret  to  think  that,  had  the  reiterated  ef- 
forts made  by  the  undersigned  in  the  note  above  cited,  and 
I  a  his    other  communications,  written  and  verbal,  to  Lord 
Paimerston,  been  attended  with  the  effect  which  they  were 
intended  to  produce,  the  Govornment  of  the  United  States 
vvould    have  been  spared  the  unpleasant  duty  of  ordering 
this  another  fresh  appeal  to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain. 
Vol.  XIV.— A  31 


To  another  part  of  the  note  above  referred  to,  the  under- 
signed fceU  it  his  duty  again  to  request  Lord  Palmerston 'a 
particular  attention.  It  is  that  in  which,  speaking  the  lan- 
guage dictated  to  him  by  his  instructions,  he  adverta  to  the 
impossibility  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
ahould  ever  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  which  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  colonial  authorities  would  tend  to  establish, 
that  those  authorities  possess  the  power  to  take  from  the 
custody  of  his  master,  and  declare  the  freedom  of  every 
American  slave  whom  chance  or  circumstances  beyond 
control,  as  in  the  cases  under  consideration,  have  placed 
within  their  reach.  Such  a  doctrine,  fraught,  as  it  would 
be,  with  other  consequences  of  the  most  dangerous  char- 
acter, could  not  fail,  if  allowed  to  grow  into  practice  in 
possessions  within  sight  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
as  are  some  of  the  British  islands  in  that  quarter,  to  give 
rise  to  disputes  and  collisions  between  the  inhabitants  of 
the  opposite  shores^  which  the  Government  of  the  two 
countries  would  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  amica- 
ble relations  which  it  is  their  desire,  not  less  than  their  in- 
terest, to  cultivate  and  improve. 

The  undersigned  has  it  in  command  to  apprize  Lord 
Palmerston  that  the  excitement  created  among  the  people  of 
the  slave-holding  members  of  the  Union,  in  consequence  of 
the  second  seizure  of  their  property  in  the  case  of  the  <*  En- 
comium,*' has  been  revived  on  the  occasion  which  more 
particulaily  calls  for  this  communication.  His  lordship  is 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  degree  of  influence  which, 
in  the  United  States,  the  popular  sentiment  must  ever  ex- 
ercise over  the  actions  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs,  to  understand  tliat,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  where  that  excitement  is  the  result  of  legiti- 
mate causes,  the  President  has  additional  motives  to  feel  it 
is  his  bounden  duty  to  ask,  in  behalf  of  his  appeal  for  the 
redress  of  a  manifest  and  indisputable  wrong,  the  immedi- 
ate action  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  Lord  Palmerston 
has,  in  the  former  communications  of  this  legation,  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  reparation  expected 
by  the  parties  aggrieved,  and  called  for  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case.  It  but  remains  for  the  undersigned  to  say 
that  the  American  Government,  disappointed  by  the  delay 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  in  advancing  towards  an  ad- 
justment of  this  unpleasant  and  exciting  subject  of  differ  • 
ence,  will  henceforth  expect  to  find  an  evidence  of  the  ex- 
tent and  sincerity  of  the  desire  entertained  by  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  suppress  all  motives  of  irritation  between  the 
two  countries,  in  the  promptitude  with  which  his  Maje«ty*s 
ministers,  taking  this  new  appeal  into  their  favorable  con- 
sideration, will  exert  themselves  to  conduct  the  subject  of 
il  to  that  final  and  satisfactory  termination  which,  alone, 
the  President  can  allow  himself  to  look  for  from  the  en- 
lightened Justice  of  the  British  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
tender  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  renewed  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

13  Old  Cavewdisk  St.,  Mai/  II,  1835. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Vail  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated 
November  6,  1835. 
Sir  :  While  llie  members  of  this  Government  were  so 
exclusively  engaged  as  they  have  been  for  some  time  past 
by  engrossing  topics  growing  out  of  the  domestic  concerns 
of  the  country,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  make  any  particular 
exertion  to  urge  an  answer  to  our  claims  arising  from  the 
seizure  and  liberation  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  Briti.-h 
possessions  near  our  shores;  never  forgetting,  however, 
that  I  was  required  by  my  instructions  not  to  allow  the 
subject  to  bo  lost  sight  of.  Believing  that  I  might  now 
venture  upon  a  reminder  of  our  applications,  I  obtained,  a 
few  days  ago,  from  Lord  Palmerston,  an  interview,  at 
which  1  began  by  remarking  upon  the  length  of  lime  which 
had  elap>ed  since  the  date  of  the  first  of  those  applications 
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the  frequent  renewals  of  them,  the  nearly  as  frequent  prom- 
ises of  an  answer,  not  yet  fulfilled,  and  the  impeitance  at- 
tached by  my  Government,  independently  of  the  individual 
interests  involved,  to  the  settlement  of  the  questions  which 
bad  grown  out  of  the  circumstances  attending  those  claims. 
I  stated  that  my  standing  instructions  made  it  for  me  an 
imperative  duty  again  to  bring  the  subject  forward  and  re- 
commend it  to  the  early  and  earnest  consideration  of  his 
Majesty's  Government ;  and  I  inquired  whether  any  prog- 
7VBS  had  been  made  towards  a  settlement.  Lord  Palmer- 
eton  said  that,  though  otherwise  much  engaged,  his  atten- 
tion had  often  been  directed  towards  those  claims,  which, 
both  from  their  merits  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  presented,  had  been  to  him  a  subject  of  solici- 
tude ;  that,  as  I  was  aware,  they  had  long  been  under  in- 
vestigation by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  had  found 
the  subject  so  full  of  difficulties  and  involving  points  of 
such  moment,  that  they  had  almost  shrunk  from  the  task 
of  arriving  at  definitive  and  binding  conclusions  upon  them. 
To  the  allegation,  repeated  by  his  lordship,  that  tho  posi- 
Uve  statute  law  of  the  realm  forbade  the  removal  of  per- 
sons from  any  British  possession  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves, 
I  again  reminded  him  that,  in  all  the  three  case,  the  actual 
landing  of  the  slaves  within  the  British  jurisdiction  had 
been  the  act  of  British  authorities,  inefiectually  opposed 
and  protested  against  by  the  owners  of  the  property  ;  and 
that  no  law  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
laches  of  those  appointed  to  execute  it.  He  said  that  the 
reports  so  far  made  by  the  ordinary  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  were  but  partial,  and  insufficient  to  enable  the  cab- 
inet to  clear  the  subject  of  its  legal  difficulties ;  that  no  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  could  be  effected  without  ministers' 
going  to  Parliament  for  the  necessary  appropriation;  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  such  a  delicate  nature,  particularly 
at  this  time,  that  they  could  scarcely  expect  an  application 
to  that  efifect  to  be  successful  unless  sustained  by  tht;  most 
unequivocal  expression,  from  the  highest  law  authority  in 
the  kingdom,  of  the  legal  and  positive  obligation  of  Gov. 
•mment  to  answer  the  demand  of  the  United  States ;  that, 
as  soon  as  the  adjournment  of  Parliament  had  given  leisure 
to  ministers  to  look  at  the  question,  their  deliberations  had 
convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of  a  clear  legal  demonstra- 
tion of  that  obligation  \  and  that,  not  finding  it  in  the  docu- 
ments before  them,  nor  seeing  any  prospect  of  its  being  ob- 
tained from  the  ordinary  law  authorities,  they  had  resolved  to 
seek  it  elsewhere,  and  that  the  result  of  his  last  conference 
with  Lord  Melbourne  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
bad  been  a  resolution  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  judicial 
committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  whom  resides  the  high- 
est legal  power  in  the  State ;  that,  accordingly,  our  different 
applications,  together  with  all  the  documents  .connected 
with  the  claims,  had  been  laid  before  the  committee,  who 
either  were  at  this  time,  or  soon  would  be,  engaged  in  the 
examination  of  them;  and  their  opinion  once  obtained, 
would,  if  favorable  to  tho  claimants,  enable  them  to  back 
their  application  to  Parliament  by  authority  of  the  highest 
character,  and  if  un&vorable,  to  predicate  iheir  answer  to 
our  demands  upon  grounds  which  would  satisfy  the  Presi- 
dent that  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  did  not 
arise  from  any  motive  inconsistent  either  with  justice  or 
with  their  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  United  States. 
To  my  inquiry  whether  the  proposed  investigation  by  the 
judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  would  be  attended 
with  much  delay.  Lord  Palmerston  expressed  his  convic- 
tion that  their  attention  would  be  immediately  engaged  in 
it,  and  that  a  prompt  result  might  be  confidently  anticipa- 
ted. I  then  requested  that,  if  he  saw  no  objection,  he 
would,  in  a  note,  either  official  or  not,  as  he  might  think 
fit,  communicate  to  mc  the  substance  of  which  he  had 
slated,  a<  to  the  stage  to  which  tho  business  had  been  car* 
ricd ;  and  ho  promised  that  he  would  do  it,  so  as  to  enable 
mc  to  put  you  in  possession  of  it  by  this  opportunity.     The 


promised  communication  has  not  yet  been  received  &t  ih« 
legation. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Fonyih,  dattd 
November  U,  1835. 
Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a  co]>;  of 
the  note  from  Lord  Palmerston,  which  had  been  promiaed 
me  in  time  to  be  sent  by  the  last  packet,  but  which  «ru 
only  received  last  night,  apprizing  me,  ofikially,  of  the  ref- 
erence to  the  judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  of  the 
subject  of  our  claims  arising  from  the  Uberttion  of  ths 
slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  British  islands  in  tha  brig« 
••Comet,"  «•  Ecterprise,"  and  ••Encomium." 

Lord  Palmeriioti  to  Mr.  Vail 
The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mi. 
Vail,  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Slates  of  Amorici, 
that,  after  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  important  qoei- 
tions  involved  in  the  claims  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Vsil 
and  his  predecessors,  for  compensation  for  the  Iom  of 
slaves  fiom  on  board  of  the  United  Statea  vessrU  "CooMt," 
••  Encomium,"  and  ••  Enterprise,"  bis  MajestyU  Goven- 
ment  have  determined  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  ju- 
dicial committee  of  Privy  Council,  as  being  the  liighest  le< 
gal  authority  which  can  be  consulted  on  this  difiicult  mat- 
ter ;  and  steps  are  now  taking  for  this  purposs  by  hii  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportoziily  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Vail  the  assurance  of  his  distinguiahed  conaid- 
eraUon.  PALMERSTON 

FoRExon  OmcB,  November  13,  1835. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Stevemon  to  Mr.  fm^ 
dated  July  14,  1S36. 
Having  been  accredited,  1  shall  now  earnestly  enter  op- 
on  the  subjecu  of  the  negotiation  committed  to  my  charge 
by  your  instructions,  and  preaai,  at  en  early  day,  the  daioa 
for  indemoity  on  the  part  of  tb<Me  American  ciUKM  whoee 
slaves  were  illegally  acixed  and  eonfiscated  in  soma  of  the 
British  islands.  Mr.  VaiPs  last  commDnicatioD  to  Lord 
Palme»ton  upon  the  subject  remains  yet  unanswered. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sfeeeneon  to  Mr.  Fort^h 
dated  July  99,  1886. 
I  received  bv  the  last  packet  but  one,  your  detpetch  of 
the  Uth  of  June,  •  •  •  Jt  found  roe  busily  engaged 
in  preparing  my  first  communication  to  Lord  Palroentoo, 
upon  the  claima  of  our  citizens  for  the  aeizuroand  confiea* 
tion  of  their  slaves  by  the  British  colonial  autboritiee.  I 
was  consequently  prevented  from  answering  it,  ai  I W 
intended  doing,  last  week.  I  completed  yesterday  roy  i^ 
gument  upon  these  claims,  and  placed  it  in  the  baodi « 
Lord  Palmerston,  willi  an  earnest  appeal  for  a  rpeeij  »m 
final  answer.  •  •  •  I  expressed,  as  I  was  inetroded 
to  do,  in  strong  though  respectful  terms,  ibc  painful  «r- 
prise  and  regret  of  the  President  at  the  delay  which  m 
taken  place  in  the  adjustment  of  these  claims,  accompemed 
by  an  assurance  from  myself,  that  he  had  not  rermquishe! 
the  expectation  of  its  still  being  done.  •  •  •  lo*^ 
received  since  my  arrival  here,  letters  from  some  of  tw 
claimants,  complaining  deeply  of  the  delay,  and  urging  my 
attention  to  their  claims.  I  shall  continue  to  prws  ihca 
at  every  favorable  opportunity,  until  they  arc  settled.  Tb« 
length  of  my  communication  to  Lord  Palmerston  will  not 
enable  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  it  by  the  packet  to-Ja^', 
but  it  shall  be  forwarded  next  week,  and  I  shall  frel  P«"' 
fied  if  the  manner  in  which  I  have  fulfilled  your  imtroc- 
tions  shall  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  President md 
yourself. 
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Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Steven$on  to  Mr-  Fonytk^ 
dated  Auguat  6,  1836. 
T  now  trantmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  eommanication  to 
Lord  Pftlraerstoa  upon  the  subject  of  the  ahipwrtcked  slaTes, 
to  which  I  hope  soon  to  receive  a  titYorable  answer. 

Mr.  Slevenson  to  Lord  Palmertion. 
The  undersigneJ,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  ac* 
quaint  Lord  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's  principd  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the  instru  tions  which 
he  has  received  from  his  Government  make  it  an  indispen- 
sable act  of  duty  to  seize  the  earliest  occasion  of  calling  the 
attention  of  his  lordship  snd  that  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, to  sundry  claims  of  American  cilisens  for  indemnity 
for  a  large  number  of  slaves  wrecked  near  the  British  islands, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  American  continent,  and  which 
were  seised  and  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  his 
Majesty's  Government.  The  undersigned  need  scarcely 
remind  J«ord  Palmerston.  that  it  is  now  more  than  four 
years  since  the  first  of  these  cases  (the  « Comet*')  was 
presented  to  theconaideration  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
by  Mr.  Van  Boren,  the  then  minister  of  the  United  Stotes 
at  this  court;  since  which,  two  other  cases  (the  <' Enco- 
mium" and  the  <«  Enterprise")  have  been  added  by  Mr. 
Vail,  the  American  cbarg^  d'affidres,  followed  up  by  re- 
peated and  earnest  appeals  in  favor  of  indemnity  for  the 
losses  incurred  by  the  seiaore  and  confiscation  of  these 
cargoes  of  slaves,  the  property  of  citiaens  of  the  United 
States.  Notwithstanding  these  appeals  to  the  equity  and 
justice  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  the  President,  as  often  expressed,  that  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  would  be  disavowed, 
aad  a  speedy  adjustiaent  of  the  claims  have  taken  place, 
no  other  answer  has  yet  been  given  by  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
•mmenl,  as  the  undersigned  has  been  informed,  than  that 
the  subject  had  been  refiorred  to  the  judicial  committee  of 
Privy  Council,  the  highest  legal  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  delay,  as  Lord  Palmerston  has  heretofore  been 
Advised,  and,  as  might  justly  have  been  expected,  has 
caused  extreme  solicitude  and  regret  on  the  part  of  the 
Govamment  and  people  of  the  United  States,  arising,  not 
loss  from  the  importance  of  the  principles  involved,  and 
the  value  of  the  rights  believed  to  have  been  violated,  than 
from  an  awakened  and  wide-spread  sensibility  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  confederacy  where  the  existence  of  a  large  sbve 
population  has  rendered  the  people  more  keenly  alive  to 
•very  thing  which  is  calculated  to  disturb  the  relations  ex- 
isting between  the  master  and  riave.  It  is  under  such 
ctjcomstances  that  the  undersigned  has  been  specially  in* 
•trueted  by  his  Government  to  press  again  this  sulnect 
upon  the  early  end  earnest  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and,  in  doing  so,  he  would  not  fulfil  the  duty 
enjoined  upon  him,  or  act  with  the  frankness  doe  to  the  sub- 
ject»  if  he  did  not  seise  the  occasion  as  a  fit  one  to  acquaint 
ifOnl  Palmerston  that  it  has  not  been  without  increased 
and  painful  regret  that  the  President  has  learned  that  the 
representations  which  have  heretofore  been  made  in  favor 
of  these  claims,  have  not  only  failed  in  producing  the  in- 
demnity to  which  they  were  believed  to  be  entitled,  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  has  been  deemed 
proper  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  withhold  it.  Whilst, 
however,  these  just  expectations  of  the  President  have  not 
been  folfiUed,  the  undersigned  is  gratified  in  having  it  in 
his  power  to  assure  Lord  Palmerston  they  have  not  been 
relinquished,  and  that  the  President  is  still  persuaded  that 
their  accomplishment  will  result  from  a  careful  review,  by 
liis  Majesty's  Government,  made  in  the  spirit  of  moderation 
•nd  equity,  of  the  facts  end  considerations  which  belong  to 
the  subject.  Reluctantly  indeed  wouki  the  Government  of 
ths  United  Sutes  be  pursuaded  that  the  delay  which  has 


already  taken  place  in  the  final  adjuatment  of  these  claims, 
was  imputable  to  any  Intention  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  procrastinate  their  decision,  or  treat  with 
disrespect  or  injustice  the  Government  or  people  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

The  characters  of  both  Governments  forbid  any  such 
construction.  All  must  believe  that  both  Governments  are 
animated  with  the  same  zeal  to  do  each  other  equal  jus- 
tice, and  to  cherish  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
happily  subsist  between  them,  and  that  each  is  alike  inca- 
pable of  offering  or  suffering  any  injury  of  this  description. 
In  making  this  renewed  appeal  to  the  well-known  justice 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  by  order  of  his  own,  the 
undersigned  is  salipfied  that  it  will  receive  a  deliberate  and 
candid  examination,  and  if  it  shall  appear,  as  be  is  confi- 
dent it  will,  to  be  recommended  by  those  principles  which 
it  is  the  interest  as  well  as  the  d^ity  of  all  Governments  to  . 
observe  and  maintain,  the  claims  under  consideration  will 
not  only  be  admitted,  but  finally  adjusted  by  his  Majesty's 
Government. 

The  previous  communications  heretofore  made  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Vail  having  placed  his  Majesty's  Oov« 
emment  in  possession  of  full  and  authentic  information, 
not  only  as  to  the  number  and  value  of  the  slaves  seized 
and  liberated,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
done,  but  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claims  for  indem- 
nity rest,  it  will  not  be  needful,  nor  ia  it  the  intention  of  the 
undersigned,  in  the  remarks  which  he  will  have  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  Lord  Palmerston*s  considemtion,  to  recapit« 
ulate  in  detail  the  statements  or  repeat  the  arguments  con« 
tained  in  the  communications  of  his  predecessors,  and  with 
which  bis  lordship  must  doubtless  be  familiar.  The  un- 
dersigned will  therefore  content  himself  with  rcfernng  Lord 
Palmerston  to  these  communications  for  proofs  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat,  and  for  arguments  which  he  could 
scarce  hope  to  improve.  As  there  are,  however,  some 
principles  and  doctrines  involved  in  these  proceedings  of 
the  colonial  authorities  so  new  and  alarming,  not  only  to 
national  sovereignty  and  sensibility,  but  to  the  rights  of 
property  and  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries,  the 
undersigned  feeb  that  he  owes  it  to  his  own  Government,  as 
well  aa  that  of  his  Majesty,  to  present  upon  this  occasion  to 
the  consideration  of  Lord  Palmerston,  the  views  which  have 
suggested  themselves  to  his  mind,  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  rest  He  will  do  this  with  all  possible  brevity, 
but  at  the  same  time  with  the  utmost  simplicity  and  frank- 
ness, assured,  as  he  is,  from  the  di#(position  manifested  by 
Lord  Palmerston  throughout  the  negotiation,  that  the  un- 
dersigned could  in  no  other  way  so  well  consult  the  wishes 
of  his  lordship  or  the  respect  which  he  owes  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Government. 

That  the  remarks  which  he  intends  to  submit  may  be 
clearly  understood  and  applied  to  the  facts  in  proof,  he  will 
very  briefiy  restate  the  three  cases  as  they  have  heretofore 
been  presented  to  Lord  Palmerston's  consideration. 

And  first,  as  to  the  Comet.  This  vessel  sailed  in  .Tanu- 
ary,  1831,  from  the  port  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ans,  (both  ports  being  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,)  with  a  cargo  of  one  hundred  and  sixly- 
four  native-born  slaves,  the  property  ofcitizensof  the  United 
States.  She  struck  in  the  night  upon  rocks  in  the  Spanish 
Key,  bilged,  and  became  a  wreck  before  day.  The  slaves 
were  all  saved,  and  placed  on  a  reef  of  rocks  in  sight,  from 
which  they  were  soon  afterwards  taken  by  three  Bahama 
wrecking  vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  and  carried 
into  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  Arrived  off  the  port,  a  boat 
was  despatched  to  advise  the  American  commercial  agent 
residing  in  Nassau  of  their  di«tresse<l  situation,  and  request- 
ing to  be  informed  if  there  was  any  objection  to  entering 
the  port,  and  remaining  until  another  vessel  could  be  pro- 
cured, in  which  the  staves  might  be  transhipped  to  their 


1 


2u3 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  S^aion'i  ReguUf. 


S:nh  Coso.  Ist  Ss8B.] 


Brig9  Encomium  and  Enterpn'H. 


original  port  of  desUnation.  On  receipt  of  the  agont's  an' 
Bwer,  the  fessel  passed  the  bar,  and  came  to  anchor  with- 
in the  harbor,  when  the  agent  placed  guards  on  board,  and 
eleven  of  the  slaves  escaped,  and  were  by  the  authorities 
of  Nassau  put  in  confinement.  The  remiining  number  were 
afterwards  seized,  libelled  in  the  instance  court  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  British  statutes  in  relation  to  the  importation  of 
slaves,  but  the  libel,  on  a  hearing,  was  dismissed,  and  the 
slaves  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  restored.  The  colonial 
authorities,  however,  interposed,  refused  to  let  the  slaves 
bo  surrendered,  and  having  declared  them  free,  they  were 
abandoned  by  the  captain. 

The  second  case,  the  Encomium,  took  place  in  1832. 
This  brig,  with  forty-five  slaves  on  bifcrd,  sailed  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1832,  from  Charleston,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  to  New  Orleans.  On  the  night  of  the  4th 
(two  days  only  alter  sailing)  she  was  wrecked  on  a  reef 
near  the  island  of  Abaco.  The  slaves  were  landed  on  a 
small  island  celled  Fifih  Key,  and  taken  by  his  Majesty's 
wreckers  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  in  New  Providence,  where, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Comet,  the  slaves  were  declared  free 
by  the  colonial  authorities,  and  accordingly  liberated. 

The  third  case  was  that  of  the  Enterprise,  which  sailed 
from  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  Charles- 
ton, in  8outh  Carolina,  with  seventy-eight  slaves,  the  prop- 
erty also  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  brig  was 
driven  from  her  course  by  tempestuous  weather,  and  compel- 
led, for  want  of  necessary  provisions,  to  put  into  the  port 
of  Hamilton,  in  one  of  the  Bahama  islands.  On  her  arrival, 
she  was  seized  under  the  pretext  of  having  slaves  on  board, 
but  was  afterwards  released,  and  the  captain  informed  that 
he  might  proceed  on  his  voyage.  Soon  afterwards,  how- 
ever, and  whilst  engaged  in  availing  himself  of  the  permis* 
sion,  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  and  served  upon 
him,  requiring  the  production  of  the  slaves  then  on  board 
the  vessel.  The  writ  was  obeyed,  and  on  disembarking 
the  slaves,  they  were  immediately  taken  from  his  custody 
and  declared  free,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been 
landed  in  a  colony  where  slavery  had  cease<l  to  exist. 

These  cases,  it  will  at  once  be  perceived,  are  substantial- 
ly alike  in  their  nature  and  character,  and  involve  the  same 
principles  and  consequences.  The  important  inquiry,  then, 
which  first  presents  itself,  is  this :  Upon  what  grounds  are 
the  proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  to  be  justified ; 
and  bad  Great  Britain  any  right  to  enforce,  against  these 
vessels,  and  the  properly  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
the  municipal  laws  of  her  dominions  ?  And  here  the  un- 
dersigned will  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  whatever  doubts 
might  have  existed  in  the  case  of  the  Comet,  as  to  the  true 
grounds  upon  which  the  authorities  of  Nassau  interposed 
and  liberated  the  plaves,  they  have  since  been  removed  by 
the  proceedings  in  the  subsequent  cases  of  the  8nc<Nnium 
and  the  Enterprise. 

By  the  official  declaration  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Providence  in  those  cases,  it  was  expressly  declared 
that,  in  liberating  the  slaves,  the  colonial  authorities  acted 
under  no  British  statute  declaring  the  freedom  of  any  slaves 
that  might  be  landed  within  the  British  dominions,  but 
that  it  was  alone  upon  the  authority  of  an  opinion  (which 
they  were  bound  to  respect)  given  by  Sir  Chrintopher  Rob- 
inson, judge  of  the  vice  admiralty  court,  and  the  late  Lord 
Gifibrd,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Governors  of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  upon 
the  subject  of  fugitive  and  shipwrecked  slaves  brought 
within  their  jurisdictions.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  that  part  of  the  opinion  in  relation  to  this  subject : 
**  That  all  Africans  cast  on  the  shores  of  a  British  colony 
in  consequence  of  the  wreck  of  the  vessel  in  which  they 
were  conveyed  as  slaves,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  skuoes 
illegally  imported,  but  as  free  persons  ,•  and  in  such  cases 
we  think  the  Governor  of  the  colony  has  no  power  to  de- 
liver  up  these  Africans,  without  their  consent,  to  thiper^ 


son  claiming  ownership  over  them,  either  for  the  purpmt^ 
being  dealt  with  as  staves  in  the  eohny,  or  being  amvey- 


ed  to  a  foreign  country  for  the  purpoH  of  being  w  deeU 
with.  In  such  case,  as  in  abandoned  ekues,  i&y  art  U 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Governor  as  persons  in  such  a  iitw 
ton  fnot  being  Africans  J  would  be,  and  no  chin  for  in- 
demnity  could  be  supported  by  the  suppoud  oumtr  on  ac- 
count of  sudi  interference  by  the  Governor"  ThiiopiQ. 
ion  was  given  in  1818  in  relation  tea  Fortaguese thip, 
engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  which  wts  wrecked 
with  a  cargo  of  Africans  on  the  coast  of  a  British  wltle- 
ment  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  doabis  hiring 
arisen  what  courae  the  Governor  of  the  colony  ought  to 
poraue  in  relation  to  the  subject,  the  law  efficeri  of  the 
Crown  were  consulted,  and  gave  this  opinion.  Of  the 
doctrines  contained  in  this  opinion,  and  of  their  total  mil- 
conception  and  misapplication  by  the  authorities  of  New 
Providence,  the  undersigned  will  forbear  at  thie  time  to 
enlarge ;  but  he  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Pslmei^un  to  the 
communications  of  bis  predecessors  under  date  of  (he  S6th 
of  April,  1883,  and  the  30th  September  1B84,  in  which 
this  branch  of  the  subject  may  be  examined  and  disconed, 
and  m  whieh  it  is  clearly  shown  that  this  opinion  wu  alone 
intended  to  reach  the  ease  of  Africans  and  the  Africat 
slave  trade,  and  not  the  slaves  of  the  United  Stata,  eud 
that  it  was  therefore  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  cisei  now 
the  subject  of  consideration  by  his  Majesty's  GoveToment 
The  claim  of  power,  then,  on  which  bis  Majesty's  Gowra- 
ment  is  left  to  vindicate  the  proceedings  of  their  coiooiel 
authorities,  must  rest  exclusively  upon  the  profiaioMof 
their  West  India  emancipation  act,  passed  in  1834.  Thii 
act  abolishes  slavery  throughout  the  posseeiioni  of  the 
British  Crown,  and  declares  that,  in  no  part  of  theempii^ 
whether  metropolitan  or  colonial,  shall  the  rights  incidfflt 
to  slavery  any  longer  be  enforced  ;  that  the  fugitite  slife, 
whatever  may  be  his  obligations,  or  whatever  the  rights  of 
others  over  him  in  a  foreign  country,  shall,  within  ibe 
British  dominions,  be  henceforth  regarded  and  dealt  «i^ 
as  a  free  man.  With  the  operations  of  this  act  withia 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and  over  its  snhjecte,  fo- 
reign nations  can  have  no  interest— >the  legislative  and  jii' 
dirial  authority  of  his  Majesty's  Government  over  its  owa 
subjects  and  colonies  being  indisputable;  but  no indepen* 
dent  nation  will  ever  consent  to  concede  to  (rreat  Briiimi 
undet  this  act,  or  any  other,  the  rig^ht  to  legislate  for  it, » 
well  as  her  own  dependencies.  It  is  against  all  such  do^ 
trine  and  ito  consequences,  as  applicable  to  the  United 
States  and  iu  citizens,  that  the  undersigned  now  feels  hun- 
self,  as  the  representative  of  his  country,  called  «poD^"> 
the  most  solemn  manner  to  protest.  And  before  any  ^' 
can  be  given  to  such  a  claim  of  power  and  jariididiflif 
under  the  West  India  act  of  emancipation,  it  ^ilj  J*]"" 
eumbent  on  those  who  assert  it,  not  only  to  eatahllsh  m 
slaves  are  not  property  within  the  United  States,  buttw 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are  prohibited  and  condemnw 
by  the  law  of  naUons!  for  if  it  be  true  that,  by  the  conrth 
tution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  slaves  are  not  propel- 
ty,  and  the  slave  trade  is  prohibited  by  the  law  of  ntlioWi 
then,  indeed,  there  would  be  somo  foundation  for  the  V- 
gument  that,  in  relation  to  these  eeizores  and  confiscauon^ 
there  had  been  no  violation  of  national  rights  and  oo  ciais 
to  the  indemnity  asked. 

These  two  points  the  undersigned  will  now  proceed  to 
examine.  Upon  the  first,  as  to  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  slave  property  in  the  United  States,  t*»««'^'^ 
lies  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  it  will  not  be  neednii  W 
the  undersigned  to  enlarge,  lie  feels  assured  that  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  pro«- 
sions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  thelawi 
of  many  of  the  Btatea,  to  satisfy  him  of  the  existence  » 
slavery,  and  that  slaves  are  there  regarded  and  prelected  ai 
property;  thtt»  by  theM  l«wa»  tlMre  i%  in  M,  nodi^oe' 
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ttoD  in  principle  between  property  in  persons  and  property 
in  things,  and  that  the  Government  have  more  than  once, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  determined  that  slaves  killed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  even  in  a  state  of  war, 
were  to  be  reg^arded  as  property  and  noi  persons,'  and  the 
Government  held  reoponsible  for  their  value :  that  the  first 
article  of  the  constitutign  of  the  United  Stales,  apportion- 
ing representatives  among  the  several  States,  expressly  re- 
cognises slavery,  and  incorporates  it  in  the  principles  of 
their  Government.  Bnraestic  slavery,  then,  is  not  only 
not  prohibited  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
but  forms  a  basis,  (as  property)  of  their  representation  ;  is 
lAfnsed  into  their  laws  and  mixes  itself  wiih  all  the  sources 
of  their  authority.  Nor  is  this  doctrine  of  property  in 
slaves  new  to  Great  Britain.  At  one  time  the  annals  of 
her  history  inform  as  that,  by  the  solemn  judgment  of  her 
twelve  judges  and  the  high  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  no- 
groes  were  irot  only  regarded  as  properly,  but  declared  to 
be  merchandise  within  the  operation  of  her  navigation  laws, 
at  feast  with  respect  to  her  colonies;  and  recenily,  (indeed 
at  the  period  of  the  sckure  of  the  Comet,)  her  West  India 
colonies  were  filled  with  slaves.  So,  too,  in  her  treaties 
with  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  has  repeatedly  recog- 
nised the  principle  of  property  in  slaves,  and  as  such  made 
compensation  for  them.  As  far  back  as  the  treaty  of  1783, 
there  was  a  prt>vision  «« thai  all  prinonen  on  both  aidcM 
sk&U  be  set  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall, 
tcitk  ail  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any  de- 
siruetion,  or  carrying  away  any  ksoiiobs  or  ornn  peop- 
«iiTT  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
forces,**  4*e.  Again:  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  as  late  as 
1814,  it  was  provided  in  one  of  the  articles  "  f/io/ a// 
places  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties  shall  be  surrend- 
ered without  causing  any  destruction  or  carrying  away, 
^c.  Ayr  sLiTEt  or  other  phivatb  puopeutt."  Under 
this  treaty  the  abducted  sluves  were  ascertained  and  paid 
for  by  his  Majesty's  Government.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that,  in  both  these  treaties,  negroes  and  slaves  are,  in  ter" 
minis,  declared  and  admitted  by  both  the  contracting  par- 
ties to  be  property.  Regarding  them  as  properly  in  her 
solemn  treaties,  and  paying  for  them  as  such,  can  it  now 
be  maintained,  at  least  as  far  as  Great  Britain  and  America 
are  concerned,  that  the  slaves  of  the  latter  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  property,  and  this  too  after  repeated  adjudi- 
cations of  the  highest  tribunals  both  in  England  and  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  by  the  law  of  naiions,  that  alaves  shall  be 
regarded  as  property  in  every  nation  whose  municipal  reg' 
olations  sanction  slavery  ?  How  can  the  United  Estates,  as 
a  sovereign  and  independent  nation,  surrender  the  vital 
right  to  regulate  the  subjects  of  property  according  to  their 
own  opinions  of  right,  or  as  convenience  or  policy  may 
dictate ;  and  what  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  from  her  such 
a  sacrifice  ?  Such  a  right  she  cannot  and  will  not  consent 
to  surrender.  The  first  point,  then,  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  jurisdiction  fails.  Nor  is  the  question  under  the. 
law  of  nations,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  less 
dear  and  conclusive. 

When  or  where  has  the  doctrine  ever  been  established, 
that  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  was  prohibited  or  condemned 
by  the  law  of  nations  1  How  long  has  it  been  since  this 
trade,  once  participated  in  by  the  civili2ed  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, has  been  regarded  as  criminal  by  the  public  law,  or 
ita  prohibitions  enforced  by  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
of  those  engaged  in  it  1  When  was  it  so  considered  by 
the  statesmen  and  jurists  of  Europe  or  America  !  How 
often  has  this  question  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  been 
the  subject  of  adjudication  in  the  British  courts  1  Can 
there  be  an  instance  pointed  out  in  which  Great  Britain 
herself,  whenever  the  question  has  been  made  in  her  courts, 
has  not  admitted,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the 
•lave  trade  was  not  prohibited  by  the  law  of  nations  ?  Her 
jadiciaf  annala  are  filled  with  cases  afiirming  directly  this 


doctrine ;  and,  in  proof  of  this,  the  undersigned  begs  leave 
to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  one  or  two  leading  cases.  In 
an  action  brought  by  a  Spanish  merchant  against  a  captain 
of  the  royal  navy,  for  damages  in  having  seieed  his  ship, 
with  three  hundred  slaves,  engaged  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  the  court  of  King's  bench  unanimously  decided  that 
foreigners,  who  are  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  their  own 
country  from  carrying  on  the  slave  trade,  may,  in  British 
courts  of  justice,  recover  damages  for  the  wrongful  seizure, 
by  a  British  subject,  of  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board  a  ship 
engaged  in  that  trade.  In  that  case  the  following  language 
was  held  by  some  of  the  judges  : 

Bay  ley.  Judge,  **  Although  the  language  used  by  the 
Legislature,  in  the  statute  referred  to,  is  undoubtedly  very 
strong,  yet  it  can  only  apply  to  British  subjects,  and  cad 
only  render  the  slave  trade  unlawful  if  carried  on  by  them. 
It  cannot  apply  in  any  way  to  foreigners.  li  is  true  that, 
if  tliis  were  a  trade  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  a  for- 
eigner could  not  maintain  the  action  ;  but  it  is  not :  and 
as  a  Spaniard  cannot  be  considered  as  bound  by  the  laws 
of  the  British  Legislature  prohibiting  this  trade,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  deprive  him  of  a  remedy  for  the  wrong  which 
he  has  sustained.  He  had  a  legal  property  in  the  slaves, 
of  whi«h  he  was  by  the  defendant's  act  deprived." 

Best,  Judge.  "  The  statutes  that  have  been  referred 
to  speak  in  just  terms  of  indignation  of  the  terrible  traffic 
in  human  beings ;  but  they  speak  only  in  the  name  of  the 
British  nation.  The  declaration  of  the  British  Legislature 
that  the  slave  trade  is  contrary  to  justice  and  humanity, 
cannot  affect  the  subjects  of  other  couniries,  or  prevent 
them  from  carrying  on  this  trade  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
British  dominions.  The  assertion  of  a  right  to  control  the 
subjects  of  other  States  m  this  respect,  would  be  inconsist- 
ent with  the  independence  which  we  acknowledge,  and 
that  every  foreign  Government  possesses.  If  a  ship  be 
acting  contrary  to  the  general  law  of  nations,  she  is  there- 
by subject  to  confiscation ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  that 
the  slave  trade  is  against  what  may  be  called  the  common 
law  of  nations.  It  was,  unlil  lately,  carried  on  by  all  the 
nations  of  Europe.  It  is  clear  that  the  slave  trade  is  not 
condemned  by  the  general  law  of  nations.  The  subjects 
of  Spain  have  only  to  look  to  the  municipal  laws  of  their 
own  country,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  any  laws  made  by 
our  Government." 

Again :  in  some  of  the  more  recent  casts  in  England, 
the  doctrine  was  elab(»rately  considered  by  Sir  William 
Scott,  and  the  previous  decisions  fortified  by  his  high  au- 
thority. These  decisions  have  justly  been  regarded  as  set^ 
tling  the  question  in  the  English  courts,  and  throughout 
his  Majesty's  dominions.  The  undersigned  again  prays 
Lord  Palmerslon's  attention  to  the  following  language  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  animadverting  upon  a  decision  given  in 
Sierra  Leone,  condemning  a  Swedish  vessel  engnged  in 
the  slave  trade : 

««  This  condemnation,"  says  the  judge,  «« took  place  on 
principles  which  this  court  cannot  in  any  manner  recog- 
nise, inasmuch  as  the  sentence  affirms  that  the  slave  trade, 
from  motives  of  humanity,  has  been  abolished  by  most  civ- 
ilized nations,  and  is  not,  at  the  present  time,  authorized 
by  any.  The  court  is  disposed  to  go  as  far  in  discounte- 
nancing this  odioub  traffic  as  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
principles  recognised  by  English  tribunals,  will  allow  it  in 
doing ;  but  beyond  these  principles  it  does  not  feel  itself  at 
liberty  to  travel.  It  cannot  proceed  in  a  sweeping  anath- 
ema of  this  kind  against  property  belonging  to  the  subjects 
of  other  foreign  independent  states.  The  position  laid 
down  in  the  sentence  of  the  court  below,  that  the  slave 
trade  is  not  authorized  by  any  civilized  Slate,  is,  unfortu- 
nately, by  no  means  corrject,  the  contrary  being  noto- 
rious from  the  fact  that  it  is  tolerated  by  some  of  them. 
This  trade  was,  at  one  time,  universally  allowed  by  the 
different  nttions  of  Europe,  and  carried  on  by  them  to  a 
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greater  or  less  extent,  according  to  their  several  neceMities. 
Our  own  country,  it  is  true,  has  taken  a  more  correct  view 
of  the  subject,  and  has  secured  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  as  far  as  British  subjects  are  concerned ;  but  it  claims 
no  right  of  enforcing  its  prohibitions  against  the  subjects  of 
those  States  who  have  not  adopted  the  same  opinions  with 
respect  to  the  injuries  and  immoralities  of  the  trade.  It  is 
highly  fit  that  the  judge  of  the  court  below  should  be  cor- 
rected in  the  view  which  he  has  taken  of  this  question, 
since  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  him  in  his  sentence  is  in- 
consistent  with  the  peace  of  this  country  and  the  rights  of 
other  States." 

In  another  case,  on  an  appeal  to  the  high  court  of  ad- 
miralty, the  whole  doctrine  was  again  reviewed,  and  the 
following  strong  and  marked  language  was  used  by  Sir 
William  Scott,  in  declaring  the  judgment  of  the  court: 

*<  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  as  a 
professed  apologist  for  the  practice,  when  I  state  facts  which 
no  man  can  deny  :  that  personal  alavery,  arising  out  of  for- 
cible captivity,  la  coeval  with  the  earliest  history  of  man- 
kind ;  that  it  is  found  existing  (and,  as  far  as  it  appears, 
without  animadversion)  in  the  earliest  and  must  authentic 
records  of  the  human  race,  and  was  recognised  by  the 
codes  of  the  most  polished  nations  of  antiquity ;  that, 
under  the  light  of  Christianity  itself,  possesssion  ef  per- 
sons so  acquired,  has  been,  in  every  civilised  country, 
invested  with  the  character  of  property,  and  secured 
as  such  by  all  the  protections  of  law ;  that  solemn  trea- 
ties have  been  formed,  and  national  monopolies  eagerly 
sought,  to  facilitate  and  extend  the  commerce  in  this  as- 
serted property ;  and  all  this  with  the  sanction  of  law,  pub- 
lic and  municipal,  and  without  any  opposition,  except  the 
protesU  of  a  few  private  moralists,  little  heard  and  less  at- 
tended to  in  any  country,  until  within  these  few  years  in 
this  particular  country.  If  the  matter  rested  here,  I  fear 
it  would  have  been  deemed  a  most  extravagant  assumption 
in  any  court  of  the  law  of  nations,  to  pronounce  that  this 
practice — the  tolerated — the  approved — the  encouraged  ob- 
ject of  law  ever  since  man  became  subject  to  law,  was  pro> 
hibited  by  that  law,  and  was  legally  criminal.  But  the 
matter  does  not  rest  here.  Within  these  few  years,  an 
undeniable  change  of  opinion  has  taken  place,  particularly 
in  this  country.  Formal  declarations  have  been  made, 
and  laws  enacted  in  reprobation  of  this  practice,  and  pains, 
ably  and  zealously  conducted,  have  been  uken  to  induce 
other  countries  to  follow  the  example,  but  at  present  with 
insufficient  effect ;  for  there  are  nations  which  adhere  to 
the  practice  under  all  the  encouragement  which  their  own 
lawp  give.  What  is  the  doctrine  of  our  own  courts  of  the 
law  ol  nations  relating  to  them  ?  Why,  that  their  prac- 
tice is  to  IM  respected  ;  their  slaves,  if  taken,  restored  to 
them ;  and,  if  not  taken  under  innocent  mistake,  be  re- 
stored with  cost  and  damages.  All  this  wisely  upon  the 
ground  that  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  State  is  no 
departure  from  the  law  of  nations." 

And  such,  too,  has  been  the  course  of  decisions  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  late  chief  jus- 
tice Marshall,  following  in  the  footsteps  ot'  Sir  William 
Scott  on  this  subject,  thus  expounds  the  doctrine : 

<<  That  the  course  of  opinion  on  the  slave  trade  should 
be  unsettled,  ought  to  excite  no  surprise.  The  christian 
and  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  with  whom  we  have 
intercourse,  have  all  been  engaged  in  it.  However  abhor- 
rent this  traffic  may  be  to  a  mind  whose  original  feelings 
are  not  blunted  by  familiarliy  with  the  praetice,  it  has  been 
sanctioned,  in  modern  times,  by  the  laws  of  ail  nations 
who  possess  distant  colonies,  each  of  whom  has  engaged 
in  it  a  common  commercial  business  which  no  other  could 
rightfully  interrupt.  It  has  claimed  all  the  sanction  which 
could  be  derived  from  long  usages  and  general  acquiescence. 
This  trade  cannot  be  considered  as  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  which  was  authorized  and  protected  by  the  laws 


of  all  commercial  oadons,  the  right  to  carry  on  which  wu 
claimed  by  each,  and  allowed  to  each.  Whalevet  migjit 
be  the  answer  of  a  moralist  to  this  question,  a  jurist  most 
search  for  its  legal  solution  in  those  prindplet  of  tdioD 
which  are  sanctioned  by  usages,  the  national  acu,  an4 
general  assent  of  that  portion  oi  the  world  of  which  be 
considers  himself  as  a  part,  and  to  whose  laws  the  appeal 
is  made.  If  we  resort  to  this  standard  as  the  teal  oF  inter- 
national law,  the  question  is  decided  in  favor  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  trade.  Both  Europe  and  America  afflbirked 
in  it,  and  lor  nearly  two  centuries  it  was  carried  on  vithoat 
opposition  and  without  censure.  A  jurist  cannot  aijr  that 
a  practice,  thus  aupported,  was  illegal,  and  that  those  «ii- 
gaged  in  it  might  be  punished,  either  personally  or  by  de< 
privation  of  their  property.  In  this  commerce,  thop  aanc 
tioned  by  universal  consent,  every  nation  has  an  eqaal  right 
to  engage.  How  is  this  right  to  be  losti  Each  may  la- 
nounce  it  for  its  own  people,  but  can  thu  renundation  ef- 
fect others  1  No  principle  of  general  taw  is  more  univer- 
sally acknowledged  than  the  perfect  equality  of  natiooi. 
Russia  and  Geneva  have  equal  rights.  It  reaulti  from 
this  equality  that  no  one  can  rightfully  imposa  a  rale  on 
another.  Each  legislates  for  itself,  but  iu  lesislatioD  cu 
operats  on  itself  alone.  As  no  nation  can  preserihe  a  roll 
for  others,  none  can  make  a  law  of  nations,  and  thii  traffic 
therefore,  remains  lawful  for  thoee  whose  Govemmenli 
have  not  forhidden  it." 

The  undersigned,  in  thua  bringing  to  the  View  of  Lord 
Palmerston  these  decisions  of  the  English  and  Americaa 
courts,  was  anxious  that  his  lordship  should  ses  tbat  tba 
only  ground  upon  which  the  legality  of  the  slave  trade  hai 
ever  been  assailed,  to  wit,  thut  it  was  contrary  to  the  hw 
of  nations,  has  been  finally  pind  conclusively  aetlled  both 
by  the  bench  and  bar  in  both  countries.  There  is,  then, 
the  highest  authority  for  assuming  that  slavery  and  Iki 
slave  trade  are  not  prohibited  by  the  public  law,  but  in 
wholly  untouched  by  it.  The  second  and  strong  groood, 
thib,  in  vindication  of  the  right  claimed  to  liberaU  then 
slavea  by  the  colonial  authorities  fails,  and  with  it,  ti 
course,  the  right  itself.  If,  then,  before  the  paaa^e  of,the 
West  India  emancipation  la\v,  the  slave  trade  wu  nat 
only  not  prohibited,  but  protected,  the  next  inqui^  *^ 
presenU  itself  is  this :  Can  the  provisions  of  that  U«, 
whatever  they  may  be,  change  the  universal  law,  and  be 
made  to  operate  upon  the  property  of  American  ciiizew 
under  such  circumstances  as  those  which  distiDguiib  tboe 
claims!  What,  then,  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  Mch 
jurisdiction  under  this  act?  That  the  municipal  law*  w 
one  nation  cannot  be  extended  beyond  iU  own  terriioiy 
(except  as  regards  iU  own  aubjects  or  cilizensj  w  Mto 
bind  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  another  nation,  is  a  prope- 
sllion  which  the  underrigncd  had  supposed  waa  too  cie« 
now  to  be  questioned.  However  differently  tho  Jaw  « 
nations  may  be  understood  in  different  *?'^"^"*^jJ'^ 
never  been  supposed  to  confer  on  one  nation  the  right  ot 
invading,  under  iu  municipal  regulations,  the  righu  « 
property  of  another.  Among  all  the  doubtful  prinapl* 
of  public  law  asserted  in  modern  times,  theie  is  not  one  ot 
a  more  alarming  and  dangerous  character  than  tt«.  ^ 
resulu  from  the  equality  and  independence  of  nation",  •« 
well  as  the  universal  principles  of  right,  that  the  junwljfr 
tion  intrusted  to  one  nation,  for  wise  and  equitable  pur- 
poses, by  that  public  law  which  is  common  to  all,  canw 
and  ought  not  to  l»e  allowed  to  encroach  upon  the  ngfi« 
of  other  nations.  The  laws  of  nations,  which  con««J« 
Slates  as  so  many  individuals  upon  a  footing  of  reliuw 
equality,  confer  jurisdiction  upon  none  without  "diJ"^ 
to  the  grant  a  condition  that,  in  iU  exercise,  it  shillo* 
trench  upon  the  rights  of  any  other  member  of  the  gw 
society  of  nations.  Regarded  as  a  system  of  »»"' ^'"^ 
applied  to  civil  society,  as  it  justly  is,  its  «««*?J^t| 
not  only  to  respect,  but  shield  ffom  infiingejattl  ^  ^^ 
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of  aU  without  pnfbrence  of  wiy.  To  the  contequences 
which  would  follow  from  the  Mtabli«hinent  of  a  right  in 
any  one  nation  to  extend  its  laws  beyond  its  own  territory 
and  eubiects,  to  those  of  other  nations,  none  can  be  insen- 
sibly and  especially  nations  between  whom  there  eiists 
snch  enlarged  view«  of  policy  and  friendship  as  those  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates.  Ought  any  single 
nation  to  desire  or  hope  to  control  the  universal  law  t 
Will  free  and  sovereign  nations  subscribe  to  any  such  pre- 
tension on  the  part  of  any  one  1  Ought  they  ?  Will  any 
one  nation  agree,  at  the  wilf%f  another,  to  have  its  sover- 
eignty violated,  and  the  property  of  its  citixens  saeriHced, 
and  they  reduced  to  ruin  1  Beside^  the  peculiar  charscter 
of  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  which 
such  a  power  would  destroy,  would  not  its  exercise  tend 
to  draw  thein  from  those  peaceful  and  friendly  relations, 
upon  the  continuance  of  which  the  interests  and  happiness 
of  both  so  especially  depend  1  Upon  this  subject  the  un- 
dersigned speaks  with  the  utmost  confidence  when  he 
assures  Lord  Palmerston  that  the  rlaini  of  power  involved 
ID  theje  proceedings  of  the  colonial  authoritiee,  swelling  as 
it  mast  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Majesty*s  Government,  not 
only  ovet  its  own  dominions  and  subjects,  but  giving  a  di- 
rect and  unqualified  control  over  other  nations  ^and  their 
cititeos,  can  never  be  conceded  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  without  surrendering  its  independence  and 
sovereignty  as  a  nation,  and  disregarding  those  high  obli- 
gations of  duty  which  it  owes  to  Its  own  citixens  and  the 
other  nstione  of  the  world.  But  is  such,  in  truth,  the 
wish  or  doctrine  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  his  Majesty's 
Government  support  their  colonial  authorities  in  asserting 
or  enforcing  it  ?  It  is  presumed  not.  And  here  it  be- 
comea  important  to  inquire  into  the  objects  and  character 
of  her  act  of  West  India  emancipation,  upon  which  must 
now  exclusively  rest  the  justification  of  the  seizures  and 
confiscathHis  in  these  cases.  Did  the  Parfiament  that 
passad  that  act  intend  to  confer,  under  Its  provisions,  any 
•nek  power  upon  bis  Majesty^s  Government  or  its  colonial 
sotborities  I  That  thsy  did  not,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undarsigned,  mora  than  apparent ;  and  he  is  justified  in 
this  opmion,  not  leas  by  the  language  of  the  act  than  by  its 
OD)aetB. 

The  leading  motives  of  those  who  passed  that  law  can- 
lioc»  he  thinks,  be  mistaken.  Tfiat  they  were  to  place  the 
colonies  of  the  British  Crown  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  mother  country  in  relation  to  their  slave  population, 
none,  it  is  presumed,  can  doubt.  Regarding  domestic  sla- 
▼•ly  as  a  social  and  moral  evil,  the  British  Parliament  in- 
tondod  (and.  it  was  so  declared  at  the  time)  this  act  as  the 
remedy  for  its  final  extinguishment.  It  was,  however,  for 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  not  for  America,  that 
tbey  legislated.  It  wis  by  the  force  of  example,  and  not 
by  municipal  enactments,  that  they  hoped  and  intended  to 
•fleet  the  laws  and  institutions  of  other  nations  upon  this 
deeply  interesting  and  agitating  subject. 

A  diflfd^nt  and  more  enlarged  interpretation  of  the  act  is 
not  only  unauthorized  by  its  language,  but  would  be  un- 
suitable to  iti  objects,  and  at  variance  with  the  rights  of  all 
other  nations.  And  such,  too,  the  undersigned.ii  happy 
to  believe,  was  the  view  taken  of  it  by  one  of  the  present 
enlightened  and  distinguished  ministers  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  in  official  Astructlons  given  by  him  to  the  lo- 
cal authorities  of  the  colonies,  for  their  government  under 
this  act,  soon  after  its  passage.  In  proof  of  this  the  un- 
dersigned begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmerbton  to  the  circu- 
lar despatch  which  Mr.  SecreUry  Spring  Rice  gave  to  the 
Governors  of  the  Wtst  India  colonics,  including  the  Ba- 
hamas and  Bermuda,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to 
the  Mauritius,  dated  the  4th  of  November,  1834.  In 
this  despatch  the  following  language  was  held  by  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Rice:  ''The  abolition  of  slavery  on  thftfirht  of 
August f  did  not  impose  the  duty  or  confer  on  us  a  right 


of  furthering  the  same  resuU  in  foreign  eomUries,  bypro^ 
nwting  the  desertion  of  their  slaves,  or  by  any  other  tn«b*- 
reet  methods.  After  the  lapse  of  many  years,  the  Parlia' 
ment  and  people  of  this  realm,  aided  oy  and  associated  in 
this  great  work  with  the  Le^latures  of  the  British  eolo^ 
nies,  have  established  the  principle  that  domestic  slavery  is 
a  inoral  and  social  evil,  which,  as  a  matter  of  wise  policy, 
as  %veU  as  of  moral  and  social  duty,  it  became  necessary 
to  extinguish  But  we  have  no  claim  to  demand  the  adop* 
tion  of  that  principle  by  other  nations.  On  the  contrary, 
we  must  respect  in  them  that  proprietary  right  which  we 
have  so  long  exerted  and  exercised  ourselves.  The  moral 
influence  o/  our  example  will  not  be  without  a  salutary, 
and,  €u  J  trust,  an  early  effect  upon  the  slave  codes  of 
other  States,  In  the  mean  time.  Justice  and  humanity 
concur  in  requiring  us  rathr  to  discourage  than  promote 
the  resort  of  foreign  fugitive  slaves  to  the  shores  of  our 
own  colonies,**  This  language  is  too  clear  to  be  misunder- 
stood or  resisted.  It  fixes  the  true  character  and  object  of 
this  law,  and  shows  its  total  incompetency  to  justify  the 
proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  In  relation  to  these 
cases.  It  may  then  fairly  be  assumed  that  slavery,  not 
being  prohibited  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  Government 
and  laws  of  the  United  Statea,  but  protected  by  both,  and 
Great  Britain  having  no  right  to  extend  her  laws  Iteyond 
her  territories,  (except  as  regards  her  own  subjects,.)  and 
not  intending  that  her  act  of  West  India  emancipation 
should  be  so  regarded,  the  proceedings,  in  these  cases,  of 
her  colonial  authorities,  were  unauthorized  and  illegal, 
and  the  indemnity  asked  of  his  Majesty's  Government  both 
equitable  and  just  Here  the  argument  on  the  question 
of  power  might  safely  be  concluded,  but  the  undersigned 
wishes  to  consider  it  under  the  most  favorable  light  in  which 
it  can  be  placed  for  those  who  justify  the  proceedings  of  the 
colonial  authorities. 

Let  it  then  be  conceded,  for  purposes  of  illustration,  that 
the  colonial  authorities  had  the  right  of  liberating  American 
alaves  seeking  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  or  carried 
within  her  dominions,  it  is  yet  maintained  tha^  before  the 
jurisdiction  can  attach,  the  possession  of  the  slaves  must 
have  been  acquired  rightfully,  and  not  in  violation  of  any 
of  the  principles  of  public  law,  or  the  usages  of  civilized 
nations.     Let  these  cases  be  tested  by  this  standard. 

Those  vessels,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  belonged,  with 
their  cargoes,  to  a  nation  at  peace  with  Great  Britain. 
They  were  engaged  in  transporting  from  one  part  to  an« 
other  of  their  own  country,  the  property  of  its  own  citizens. 
That,  by  tlie  lawa  of  that  oount^,  and  of  the  several  StataSf 
the  right  of  transporting  their  slaves  is  especially  protected 
and  guarded.  That  these  vessels,  sailing  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  taw  of  nations  and  existing  commercial  treaties, 
suffered  shipwreck,  under  the  most  appalling  circumstances, 
upon  the  British  coast.  The  cases  are  purged  of  any  in- 
tentional violation  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  by  clear 
and  irrefragable  proofs.  Their  avowed  destination  was  to 
the  United  States.  They  were  seized  by  British  wreckers, 
in  an  open  sea,  and  carried  into  port.  The  protests  of  tlie 
masters  were  disregarded ;  the  complaints  of  the  commercial 
agents  treated  with  contempt,  and  the  slaves  liberated. 
Can  the  acts  of  these  wreckers,  in  seizing  these  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  be  made  to  affect  their  innocent  owners? 
Are  they  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  British  sub- 
jects ?  Would  it  be  just  to  visit  upon  tho  owners  of  prop- 
erty, under  such  circumstances,  the  sins  of  others,  or  the 
acts  of  God  1  But  if  these  vessels  had  been  engaged  in  a 
trade  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  municipal  laws 
of  their  own  country,  and  consequently  subject,  by  the 
public  law,  to  seizure  and  confiscstion  by  Great  Britain,  or 
her  colonial  authorities,  corning  under  oih^r  circumstances 
into  their  power/  yet,  did  not  the  simple  fact  of  having  ob- 
tained possession  of  them,  through  the  means  of  shipwreck 
and  necessity,  interpose  a  barrier  against  the  exercit^e  of 
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power  which  Ihe  civiliaed  nations  of  the  worid»  at  all  times 
and  undur  all  eircttmstauces,  have  acknowledged  and  held 
sacred  and  of  binding  force  1  And  bow  strongly  is  such  a 
claim  of  protection  illustrated  by  the  doctrines  of  public 
law,  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in  relation  to  a 
state  of  war.  After  a  declaration  of  war,  Vattel  declares 
that  the  sovereign  cannot  detain  the  peisons  or  property  of 
the  subjects  of  the  enemy  who  are  within  his  dominions  at 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war,  but  is  bound  to  allow 
them  time  to  withdraw ;  and  if,  after  reasonable  time  al- 
lowed,  they  are  detained  by  insurmounlable  impediments, 
as  sickness  and  the  like  causes,  the  time  must  be  extended. 
Hence,  too,  the  tribunals  of  the  law  of  nations,  before  they 
have  enforced  the  principles  of  blockade,  have  uniformly 
admitted  that,  if  a  party  bo  led  into  the  blockaded  port  by 
some  accident  which  he  could  not  control,  or  fur  want  of 
somo  information  which  he  could  not  obtain,  he  shall  be 
excused,  and  suffered  to  xieparu  Nor  is  this  doctrine  of 
extending  protection  to  the  shipwrecked  and  unfortunate 
unknown  to  Great  Britain.  8he  has,  herself,  consecrated 
it  in  her  practice,  under  the  most  rigid  system  of  her  block- 
ade and  prize  laws.  In  proof  of  this,  the  undersigned  will 
content  himself  with  referring  to  a  single  and  leading  case. 
In  the  case  of  the  Diana,  the  council,  in  1800,  rebtored  an 
enemy'a^ip  for  the  single  reason  that  she  had  been  com- 
pelled to  enter  the  port  by  stress  of  weaiker,  and  to  avoid 
ahipwreek.  Upon  that  occasion  the  Attorney  General  said, 
** J  should  equally  fail  in  my  respect  to  myself  and  to  the 
eounail  before  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  the  Gov- 
emment,  were  I  not  to  mairtiain  a  principle  consecrated 
by  our  laws,  and  those  of  all  nations,"  So,  too.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott,  in  another  case,  drdared  **t?iat  an  imperative^ 
overruling  compulsion  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  such- as 
continued  gale  or  shipwreck,  will  always  excuse,"  If, 
then,  this  doctrine  of  humanity  is  to  be  respected  and  en* 
forced  upon  the  subject  of  blockade  (the  most  severe  and 
harsh  in  its  operation  of  any  in  the  whole  code  of  public 
law)  in  the  case  of  a  common  enemy,  with  what  peculiar 
force  is  it  applicable  to  two  nations  situated  as  Great  Britain 
and  America  now  are !  There  is  believed  to  be  no  warrant 
for  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  under  such  circumaianoefs 
in  the  opinion  of  any  respectable  writer  upon  pnblic  law  ; 
no  written  or  recorded  precedent  in  the  practice  of  any  of 
the  civilized  nations  of  the  world.  Shall  the  barbarous 
practice  of  ancient  timei>,  "which  took  that  which  the  tem- 
pest spared,"  be  again  revived  1  Shall  misfoitune  and  sliip- 
wreck  be  considered  criminal,  and  confidence  in  the  justice 
and  hospitality  of  a  friendly  nation  be  punished  by  forfcdt- 
iire  and  confiscation  1  Will  a  nation,  standing  so.  pre-em- 
inently high  as  Great  Britain,  lend  its  sanction  to  doctrines 
condemned  alike  by  reason  and  justice;  by  tliat  law  which 
flows  from  and  is  founded  on  them ;  and  by  the  universal 
voice  of  every  civilized  nations-doctrines  which  received  the 
solemn  denunciation  and  reprobation,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world,  of  her  own  high  tribunals]  That  it  will  not, 
the  undersigned  will  not  permit  him-'^elf  for  a  moment  to 
doubt.  So  much  as  to  the  general  principles  involved  in 
these  claims.  Before,  however,  closing  the  discussion, 
(upon  which,  pcrhapR,  he  has  dwelt  too  long,)  the  under- 
signed will  take  occasion  to  ofler  a  single  remark  upon  the 
course  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  uke  upon  the  subject  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  He  is  sware,  as  is  probably  Lord  Palmerston, 
that  there  is  supposed  to  exist  some  degree  of  inconsistency 
bctwet'n  the  measures  taken  by  the  American  Government 
for  the  sMitiou  of  that  trade,  and  the  doctrines  which  it 
now  maintain? ;  but  is  there,  in  truth,  any  rolor  for  such 
on  imputation  I  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
hive  used  all  the  means  in  its  power,  consistently  with 
the  constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  confederated  States, 
to  abolish  this  trade,  is  most  true;  but  it  has  lieen  done 
alone  by  the  force  of  municipal  laws  and  regulations.    They 


have  not  only  prohibited  it  to  their  own  dtiisns  by  penil 
as  well  as  revenue  aod  trade  laws,  but  m«de  it  a  high  crim- 
inal  of&nce,  and  punished  it  as  piracy.  The  ezisteoce  of 
domestic  slavery  in  the  United  States.forms  no  eicuee  fm 
extending  the  guilt  or  misery  of  the  African  slave  trade.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  an  upbraiding  Um 
United  States  with  inconsistency,  that  lUvety  waa  iniio. 
doced  among  them  during  their  colonial  dependeoes,  and 
against  the  solemn  remonstrances  of  their  legialatife  coun. 
oils.  America  <Hd  not  introduce  it  There  \s  no  naiioD, 
then,  that  has  any  right  to  liproach  her  for  supposed  in- 
consistency in  her  honest  efibru  to  extirpate  the  sUfo  trade 
whilst  she  yet  tolerates  domestic  slavery.  The  last  U  a 
matter  not  for  other  nations,  but  for  herself  alone ;  and,  ai 
to  the  first,  the  undersigned  will  take  occasion  to  laj  \hat, 
whilst  many,  nay,  most  of  the  civilized  nations  of  ibe 
world  were  engaged  in  this  odious  traffic,  and  whilst  it  vh 
sanctioned  by  most  of  the  nations  having  colonies,  and  who 
engaged  in  it  as  a  commercial  business,  America  led  the 
way,  and  was  foremost  among  all  Christendom  in  adopting 
and  enforcing  the  most  rigorous  measures  for  its  final  o?(i- 
throw.  In  resisting,  then,  the  right  of  his  Majest/s  cob- 
nial  authorities  to  confiscate  the  property  of  its  ciiiviu, 
and  supporting  their  claims  for  indemnity,  tbcGovemmeiit 
of  the  United  States  are  not  only  consistent,  but  are  fulfil- 
ling the  highest  obUgations  of  duty ;  and  the  anderatgDed 
wishes  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  his  GoveroDent, 
in  the  course  which  it  is  taking  upon  this  subject,  diadaios 
any  wish  of  connecting  it  with  the  policy  of  the  two  couo- 
tries  upon  the  subject  of  the  stbolition  of  the  Africao  slave 
trade.  He  feels  justified,  then,  in  solemnly  and  confidenllj 
asserting  that  the  course  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  this  subject,  affords  no  just  ground  iwt 
any  supposed  imputation  of  inconsistency.  Thus  nuch 
the  undersigned  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  say,  in  vindication 
of  his  Government,  upon  the  subject ;  if  he  had  said  ltt«, 
that  duty  would  have  reproached  him. 

Upon  the  character  of  the  indemnity,  and  amount  of 
compensation,  it  will  not  be  necessary  at  this  time  to  nj 
any  thing.  That  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  become  a  fub- 
ject  of  .negotiation,  after  the  principles  involved  shall  have 
been  settled.  Should  however  his  Majesty's  GoTerameat 
finally  determine  to  make  compensation,  rather  thao  re- 
turn the  slaves,  or  should  the  return  of  the  slaves  becom 
impracticable  under  any  implied  faith  which  nay  hsti 
been  pledged  to  the  slaves  by  the  colonial  authorities,  theo, 
the  undereigned  presumes  (in  the  absence  of  an;  spicilic 
instructions  from  his  Government  on  the  subject)  ihsttbe 
violation  of  any  such  pledge  will  not  be  required  either  by 
the  claimants  or  his  Government ;  but  satisfactory  arTSQg^ 
mcnts  can  be  made  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  theslav^ 
and  the  iniuries  siistaioed,  and  such  compensation  aceeptol 
as  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  cases  may  justifv. 

The  undersigned  has  now  had  the  honor  of  preseatiog 
to  Lord  Palmerston  the  views  which  have  suggested  tben* 
strives  to  his  mind  upon  this  imporunt  subject  He  bu 
endeavored  to  urge  them  in  a  manner  due  to  the  iniportann 
of  the  subject  and  the  interests  and  feelings  of  his  own 
country,  and  with  sentiment*  of  profi>und  respect  for  bii 
Majesty*^  Government.  In  forliearing  to  press  the  sa\f(i 
further  upon  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmeraton,  the  undn- 
aigned  feels  assured  that  a  mindly  liberal  andenligbt^B^ 
than  his  lordship's  will  perceive,  not  only  the  deep  ioter- 
est  which  the  sulyect  possesses  bat  the  just  grounds  upon 
which  the  claims  Tor  indemnity  rest,  and  that  these, *^1 
constitute  n  suflicient  motive  with  bis  lordship  to  einpi<>7 
his  interposition  with  his  Majasty^s  Government  for  i1k« 
speedy  adjustment,  in  the  manner  best  adapted  lo  its  ic- 
compUshment.  As  the  Government  of  the  United  Stttw 
expects  from  the  undersigned  an  early  commuoication  upsQ 
the  subject,  he  TeeU  -assuretl  that  his  lordship  w'll  t^ 
pleasuie  in  enabling  htm  to  fulfil  the  expectation  in  o  mW- 
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actory  manner.  The  anderaigned,  however,  cannot  con- 
aenl  to  close  this  note  withont  again  exprening  to  Lord 
Palmerston  the  full  confidence  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  feels,  not  only  in  the  disposition  of  bis 
Majesty  *s  QoTernment  to  do  justice  to  those  claims,  but  in 
its  sincere  wish  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  and,  if  the  efforts  of  the  undersigned  in 
the  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  interesting  sub- 
ject shall  be  crowned  with  success,  it  will  give  him  a 
source  of  high  and  durable  pleasure. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  avails  himself  of  the  occasion 
again  to  renew  to  Loi9  Palmerston  the  assurance  of  his 
I  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Sieveneon  to  Mr.  Foretfth^ 
dated  Auguet  22,  1886. 

As  yet  I  have  received  no  answer  from  my  commooica- 
tion  upon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves.  Apart 
from  the  intrinsic  difficulties  which  the  subject  itself  at  the 
present  moment,  presents  to  the  ministry,  arising  out  of 
public  sentiment,  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  and  the 
preaa  of  interesting  afiairs  which  continually  demand  the 
attention  oi  the  cabinet  have  probably  amtribatad  to  delay 
the  answer.  As  most  of  the  ministers  have  left  town  for 
the  coantry,  nothing  will  be  done,  I  presume,  until  they 
return  in  the  fail,  I  shall  not  fiul  to  renew  the  subject  at  a 
proper  time,  and  press  its  decision. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Steventon  to  Mr.   Forayth, 
Sued  October  5,  1886. 

I  have  yet  received  no  answer  to  my  communication 
upon  iha  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves.  Indeed  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  ministers  are  so  frequently  out  of 
town,  and  the  opportunities  of  having  decisions  of  the 
Government  upon  important  questions  so  rare,  that  it  b 
difllcnlt  to  say  when  an  answer  may  be  expected.  I  shall 
continue,  howeter,  to  urge  the  importance  of  an  early  and 
Unal  dedston,  and  especially  before  the  ensuing  session  of 
Oongress. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stcoemon  to  Mr.  Foray  th^ 
dated  Nnfcmber  19, 1886. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  received  to  my  note  about 
the  shipwrecked  slaves,  nor  can  I  say  when  one  may  be 
•xpected.  As  soon  as  the  ministers  of  the  cabinet  return  to 
town  I  will  again  call  the  attention  of  the  GoTernment  to 
the  subject  and  urge  a  decision. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Steveneon  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
dated  December  U,  1886. 

I  had  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  receiving,  before 
thie  time,  an  answer  to  my  Isstcomrounieation  to  the  Gov- 
amment  here,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  our  dti- 
aens  for  their  shipwrecked  slave*.  Having  been  disap- 
pointed in  this,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  any  thing  being 
done,  I  determined  to  make  another  effort,  and  accordingly 
addressed,  yesterday,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  a  note  on  the 
anbject,  urging  the  neceesity  of  a  decision,  and  desiring  to 
know  when  one  might  be  expected.  I  transmit  herewith 
a  copy  of  my  note,  by  which  you  will  see  that  I  have 
presssd  the  subject  with  the  earnestness  and  in  the  manner 
that  tha  character  of  the  delay  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  taken  place  required.  Indeed,  after  a  delay 
of  so  many  yeans  in  the  adjustment  of  mere  private  claims, 
•mounting  almost  to  a  denial  of  justice^  I  deemed  it  proper 
to  make  my  note  as  short  as  I  could  well  doi  consistently 
whh  dalicaey  to  tha  Government  here  and  the  salf-rsspect 
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due  to  our  own.     I  presume  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  thb 
note,  •••••• 

Should  the  delay  continue,  and  the  President  or  yourself 
wish  any  other  and  Mronger  step  to  be  taken,  I  shall  expect 
to  be  advised  on  the  subject,  and  the  degree  of  urgency  that 
I  am  to  adopt.  I  pray,  therefore,  to  be  honored  with  your 
instructions. 

Mr.  Steveneon  to  Lord  Palmereton. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  again 
to  call  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmerstoi^  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the 
several  communications  heretofore  made  to  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  behalf  of  the  claims  of  certain  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  injuries  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  colonial  authori- 
ties of  the  Bahamas. 

By  reference  to  these  communications,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  first  of  these  claims  was  presented  to  the  consider- 
ation of  his  Msjesty's  Government  as  osrly  as  February, 
1882,  and  the  last  of  them  as  far  back  as  May,  1836,  and 
that  more  than  four  months  have  elapsed  since  the  last 
note  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  tc^dress  to 
Lord  Palmerston  was  received,  to  which  no  answer  has 
yet  been  given.  Having  in  that  communication  expressed 
to  bb  lordship,  as  he  was  instructed  to  do,  the  disappoint- 
ment and  regret  with  which  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  bis 
Majesty's  Government,  in  deciding  these  claims,  had 
been  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  confident  expectation  entertained  by  the  President 
that  no  further  delay  would  be  suffered,  but  that  an  early 
decision  of  them  would  be  made,  the  undersigned  had 
flattered  himself  with  the  hope  that  he  should  not  only  be- 
fore this  time  have  been  honored  with  an  answer  to  his 
communication,  but  that  he  should  have  had  it  in  his  pow- 
er to  have  communicated  to  his  Government  the  gratifying 
intelligence  of  the  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
whole  subject  Disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expecta- 
tion, the  undersigned  feels  himself  constrained,  as  well  by 
considerations  of  what  is  due  to  the  claimants  as  a  sense 
of  duty  to  his  Government,  to  make  another,  and,  he 
hopes,  more  successful  appeal  to  the  candor  and  justice  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  In  doing  so  the  underfigned 
will  abetsin  from  entering  into  any  further  diACUssion  of 
the  meriu  of  these  claima,  or  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
colonial  authorities  under  which  the  injuries  for  which  in- 
demnity is  asked  were  committed.  This  has  been  too 
fully  and  recently  done,  both  by  the  undersignod  and  his 
predecessors,  to  render  a  recapitulation  either  necessary  or 
proper.  The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  content  himself 
with  again  inviting  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  in  a  confident  hope  that  the  difi^ul- 
ties  which  have  heretofore  prevented  an  earlier  decision  of 
these  claims  will  be  removed,  and  a  speedy  adjustment  of 
them  be  promptly  made. 

Thst  hb  Msjesty's  Government  are  sincerely  desirous  to 
do  impartial  justice  to  these  claims,  as  well  as  avoid,  with 
scrupulous  regard,  all  unnecessary  delay  in  their  settle- 
ment, the  undersigned  will  readily  admit;  but,  that  hb 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  folly  sensible 'of  the  im- 
portance of  the  principles  involved  in  them,  or  of  the  hi- 
Jurious  consequences  which  have  resulted  from  the  delay 
in  their  final  disposition,  he  must  be  permitted  to  doubt 

Of  the  character  and  consequences,  however,  of  the  pro- 
tracted delay  which  has  taken  place,  the  undersigned  will 
forbear  to  speak.  Sensible  as  he  ia  of  the  various  and  im- 
portant matters  which  must  necessarily  demand  the  time 
and  attention  of  hb  Mejeaty's  Government,  the  undersign- 
ed has  snppoeed  it  not  improbable  that  the  subject  of  these 
claims  may  have  been  regarded  aa  matters  •''secondary 
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consideration,  .and  have,  consequently,  been  poetponed  for 
other  more  pressing  concerns  by  his  Majesty's  GoireroDient. 
It  is  in  this  view  that  the  undersigned  feels  himself  justified 
in  ag^in  inviting  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmerston  to  the 
subject,  and  making  another  appeal  to  the  justice  of  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

I'he  underiiigned,  therefore,  bega  leave  respectfully  to 
renew  tQ  Lord  Palmerston  his  entreaties  for  an  early  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  these  claim9,  and  to  request  his 
lordship  to  place  before  his  Majesty's  Government  the  as- 
surance that,  whilst  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  continue  to  regard  with  profound  regret  and  in- 
creased sensibility  any  further  delay  in  this  matter,  it  yet 
entertains  the  confident  expectation  that  his  Majesty*^* 
Government,  fc-ensible  of  the  high  obligations  it  owes  aa 
well  to  itself  as  to  the  United  States,  will  not  longer  con- 
sent to  postpone  the  decision  of  a  subject  which  has  been 
for  so  many  years  under  its  consideration,  and  the  effect 
of  which  can  be  none  other  than  to  throw  not  only  addi- 
tional impediments  in  (he  way  of  an  adjustment  and  in- 
crease those  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  and  irritation  which 
^have  already  been  excited,  but,  by  possibihty,  tend  to -dis- 
turb and  weaken  the  kind  and  amicable  relations  which 
now  80  happily  subsist  between  the  two  countries,  and  on 
the  preservation  of  which  so  essentially  depend  the  inter- 
ests and  happiness  of  both. 

The  pure  and  lof^y  principles  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  never  ceose  to  cherish  and  practise  in 
its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  its  confidence  in 
the  good  faith  as  well  as  justice  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, forbid  any  apprehension  that  the  just  expectation 
which  it  has  formed  of  an  immediate  and  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  these  claims  by  his  Majesty's  Government  will 
not  be  promptly  met  and  f\illy  realized. 

As  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  expect  to  hear 
from  the  undersigned,  at  an  early  day,  upon  this  subject, 
and  may  wish  to  make  known  to  Congress  (now  in  ses- 
sion) (he  present  state  of  the  negotiation,  the  undersigned 
prays  that  Lord  Palmerston  will  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
form him  whether  his  Majesty's  Government  have  come 
to  any  decision  respecting  these  claims^  and,  if  not,  at 
what  time  one  may  be  expected. 

The  undersigned  requests  Lord  Palmerston  to  accept 
renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  respect  and  con- 
sideration. A.  STEVENSON. 

23  PoRTLAim  Placs,  December  13,  1836. 


DEPORTATION  OF  FOREIGN  PAUPERS. 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Dreasury^  relative  to 
the  deportation  of  Paupers  from  Great  Britain,  4-c., 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ith 
July,  1836.     December  7,  1836. 


Trsasuut  D&partmxht,  December  7,  1836. 

Sir  :  In  aompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
adopted  ou  the  fourth  of  July  last»  to  wit:  «That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  cause  to  be  collecteKl 
and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  its  next  session,  all  such 
facta  and  information  as  can  be  obtained  through  the  cus- 
tom-housos,  or  from  any  other  sources,  respecting  the  de- 
porution  of  paupers  fron>  Great  Britain  and  other  places, 
ascertaining,  aa  nearly  as  possible,  to  what  countries  such 
persons  are  sent,  where  landed,  and  what  provision,  if  any, 
is  made  for  their  future  support,"  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port, that  circulars  were  immediately  addressed  by  the  De- 
partment, upon  the  receipt  of  the  resolution,  to  such  of  the 
United  States  consuls  and  commercial  agenta  abroad  aa 
w«te  suppoaed  roost  likely  to  be  able  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation called  for.     A  copy  of  one  is  annexed,  (A.).     The 


collectors  of  the  principal  custom-houses  were  also  inttnict- 
ed  to  communicate  such  facts  in  relation  to  the  subject  u 
they  might  be  able  to  obtain  at  their  respective  poits.  The 
answers  tu  these  inquiries  are  contained  in  the  papers  here< 
with  transmitted,  numbered  from  I  to  19, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  Tnatury. 

To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Burbit, 

Vice  President  U,  S.  and  President  of  Senalf. 

(A.) 

Cireuhr  to  certain  Consuls  and  Commerdal  agmtt  of 
the  United  States. 

Trk ABORT  DvPARTmiTT,  July  7,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  special  attention  to  tho 
annexed  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  on  the  fourth  of  the  present  month,  directiog  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  coUectcd  and  laid 
before  that  body,  at  tta  next  session,  information  respecting 
the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  othei 
places,  Ac»  Believing  that  your  official  station  tffoids 
you  facilities  of  obtaining  important  informatioo  upon  thii 
subject,  I  will  thank  you  to  procure,  from  authentic  sooiooi, 
such  facta  relating  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  resoln* 
tion  aa  will  enable  this  Department  to  comply  with  the  di- 
rections of  the  Senate.  I  should  be  pleased  to  befureished 
with  your  answer  by  the  first  of  November  next. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

UiriTRo  States  Con'sul  at 

Is  Sbnatk  of  thk  Ukitkd  Statis,  July  4,  1836. 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  the  Senate^  at 
its  next  session,  all  such  facts  and  information  as  can  be 
obtained  throngh  the  custom-house,  or  from  other  soorcei, 
respecting  the  deportation  of  paupera  from  Great  Briuun 
and  other  placea,  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  possible  tu  what 
countries  such  persons  are  sent,  where  landed,  and  what 
provision,  if  any,  is  made  for  their  future  support 
Attest :  WALTER  LO WRIE,  Secretary. 

No.  1. 
Unined  States  Consulate, 
Bremen,  September  6,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  hnve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptor 
your  esteemed  circular  of  the  7lh  July,  1836,  requesting 
informatiun  respecting  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great 
Britain  and  other  places,  &c.  I  am  soriy  Uiat  the  infonna- 
tion  desired  is  not  to  be  procured  from  anthentic  lODita; 
for,  properly  speaking,  it  cannot  be  said  that  paupenan 
deported  from  Germafay,  though  U  may  sometimes  (bQt 
very  rarely)  be  the  case  •  that  families,  almoners,  anddfii 
authorities,  in  order  to  get  rid  o[  a  burdensome  fellow  or 
troublesomo  subject,  pay  what  ia  necessary  for  such  apef* 
son  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  But,  among  the  Gemuui  aBi- 
grants,  a  great  number  of  which  annually  embark  at  tiw 
port,  and  who  nearly  all  go  to  the  United  States,  there  aie 
many  persona  and  families  who,  when  they  have  paid  for 
the  passage,  have  little  or  no  money  left,  and  probaU; 
many  oi  them,  on  arriving  in  the  United  SUtes,  are  qta» 
destitute  of  all.  The  different  GovcrnmaBto  of  Germanr 
are,  in  general,  not  much  pleased  with  the  qiirit  of  emi- 
gration sinoe  several  years  predominant  in  Genoany,  and. 
as  is  said,  try  by  all  means  to  kosp  their  subjects  at  home- 
The  emigianta  very  often  loudly  and  bitterly  complain  that 
the  said  Governments,  before  thcsy  g>V0  to  people  the  pei' 
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mission  to  depart,  put  as  many  obataclea  as  possible  in  the 
waj  of  the  persona  who  intend  to  emigrate.  8ach  emi- 
granti,  as  I  hear,  must  usually  prove  to  their  Governments 
that  they  have  money  enough  to  pay  for  their  travetling 
expenses  and  for  their  passage,  the  said  Governments  be- 
ing afiraid  that  the  emigrants  may,  by  travelling  usakssly, 
spend  their  little  fortune,  and  then  return  and  come  on  the 
charge  of  the  community ;  and  the  emigmnts  are  tbeiefoire 
obliged  to  renounce  and  give  up  alt  thMr  rights  as  natives 
of  the  country.  After  the  emigranU  have  got  the  permis- 
sion to  emigrate,  and  set  out,  then  their  former  Govern- 
ments do  not  further  care  for  them. 

The  letters  or  circulars  addressed  to  the  United  States 
consul  at  Hamburg,  Munich,'  Leipzic,  and  Cassel,  which 
were  sent  to  me  with  the  said  circular  of  the  7th  July  last, 
enclosed  in  tbe  same  envelope,  have  immediately  been  put 
into  the  post  office. 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BOHMB,  for 
Joshua  Donas. 

The  Hon.  Lari  Woodbcrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington, 

No.  2, 

Consulate  of  the  IJ.  S.  A., 

Hesse  Cassel,  Sept.  8,  1836. 
Honorable  sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report,  in  conformity 
fo  your  honor's  circular  of  the  7th  July  last,  that,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  none  of  the  German  Gov- 
ernments  have  caused-,  or  even  indirectly  sanctioned,  any 
deportation  of  their  paupers ;  on  the  contrary,  their  laws 
and  finances  forbid  such  operation. 

The  only  forced  deportation  which  has  come  to  ray 
knowledge  is  from  the  free  Hsnscatic  town  of  Hamburg, 
the  Government  of  which  deports,  from  time  to  time,  those 
criminals  who  have  been  either  condemned  for  life  or  a 
long  period.  They  gfive  them  the  choice  either  to  endure 
their  time  or  to  emigrate ;  in  which  case  the  Government 
pays  their  passage.  A  number  of  them  have  been  sent  to 
New  York,  and  this  year  to  Brazil. 

The  great  number  of  German  paupers  in  the  United 
States  arises  from  the  low  rate  of  passage-money  which  of 
late  had  existed.  Steerage  passengers  were  taken  last 
spring  from  Bremen,  and  found  with  good  provisbns,  at 
$16  each  grown  person.  This  price  the  Bremen  ship- 
owners could  only  afford  by  carrying  always  a  large  num- 
ber, to  obtain  which  they  had  their  agents  all  over  the 
interior  ef  Germsny,  and  induced  the  lower  class,  who 
live  in  a  very  impoverished  state,  to  emigrate,  by  making 
them  believe  that  labor  was  so  much  demanded  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  any  able-bodied  man  tould  earn,  as  soon  as 
landed,  $2  a  day.  Young  and  old,  healthy  and  sickly, 
thought  now  of  nothing  but  to  emigrate ;  every  sacrifice 
was  made ;  even  their  clothes  were  sold,  and,  if  this  did  not 
suffice,  the  balance  begged ;  and  all  those  who  could  scrape 
together  enough  to  pay  their  passage  went  to  the  United 
States,  where  the  majority  landed  penniless,  and  a  great 
number  of  them,  consistiu;  of  old  people,  women,  and 
children,  unable  to  work,  as  the  German  Governmt^nl  doei 
not  allow  their  young  men  to  emigrate  until  they  have  ful- 
filled their  military  obligation.  This  trafHc  on  the  part  of 
tha  Bremen  ship-owners  will  continue  as  long  as  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  do  not  make  their  roasters  liable  for 
the  support  of  the  passengers  which  they  bring  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  our  shores  will  be  filled  so  long  with  pau- 
pers of  all  kinds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  honorable  Secretary's  most 
obedient  servant,  CHARLES  GRAEBE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Tpeasury. 


No.  3. 

Consulate  op  the  U.  S,  A., 

DubHn,  September  I,  1886. 
Sir  ;  T  have  oeen  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  ul- 
timo, in  which  you  direct  my  attention  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  tiie  4th  of 
July,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  fo 
be  collected  and  laid  before  that  body,  at  its  next  session, 
information  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  firotm 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  dec,  and  requesting  tha^  I 
would  procure,  from  authentic  sources,  such  facts  relet  ing 
to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  as  will  en  able 
your  Department  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the 
Senate. 

Your  letter  contains  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  which 
it  refers,  and,  having  carefully  perused  the  same,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  in  reply,  that  if  the  word  "pauper^*  is  in- 
tended to  refer  to  that  description  of  persons  so  termed  in 
England  .<is  being  entitled  to  relief  from  ^he  parish,  having 
no  poor  laws  in  this  country,  we  are,  of  course,  without 
any  such  persons  in  Ireland. 

Our  poor  in  this  country  are  very  poor  indeed — so  poor 
as  to  be  altogether  without  the  means  of  support,  even  for 
a  few  days,  and,  consequently,  totally  unable  to  provide 
the  cost  of  tran8[K)rt  to  a  foreign  country. 

The  |>opulation  of  Ireland  being  very  great,  and  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  wages  of  labor  heing  very  low,  emigre- 
tion  has  prevailed  to  much  greater  extent  than  in  England 
or  Scotland. 

After  having  made  strict  inquiry  on  the  subject,  I  can- 
not ascertain  that  any  fund  has  been  established  by  Got- 
crnmont,  or  any  public  body  or  body  of  individuals,  for  the 
deportation  of  emigrants,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  none 
such  exists ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occur- 
rence for  individuals  possessed  of  large  landed  properties 
in  this  country,  being  desirous  to  thin  or  lessen  the  popu- 
lation on  their  estates,  and  to  increase  the  size  of  their 
farms  by  throwing  several  small  holdings  into  one,  to  agree 
with  such  tenants  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  passage  to 
America.  The  number  so  deported,  however,  is  not  con* 
siderable,  and  has  not,  at  this  port,  exceeded  five  or  six 
hundred  in  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and  they  have  been 
provided,  I  understand,  with  a  few  pounds  each,  with  a 
view  to  their  support,  until  they  could  procure  labor,  after 
their  arrival. 

Of  those  who  emigrate  to  America  from  this  country,  I 
should  think  nineteen -twentieths  embaik  for  Canada,  what 
ever  their  ultimate  destination  may  be.  This  is  attribute 
ble,  in  a  great  measure  to  the  low  charge  for  passage  from 
hence  to  Quebec,  compared  with  that  from  the  United 
States,  the  former  J>eing  twenty -five  to  thirty  shillings  for 
adults,  the  latter  about  five  pounds ;  and  this  great  difier- 
cnce  arises  from  the  abundance  of  tonnage  leaving  Ireland 
in  ballast  for  Canada,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  the 
comparative  scarcity  of  vessels  for  the  United  States,  and 
to  enactments  contained  in  the  passenger  acts  of  the  re- 
spective nations.  By  the  English  act,  vessels  are  allowed 
to  carry  three  adult  passengers  for  every  five  tons  register 
tonnage  of  the  vessel ;  two  persons  under  fourteen  years  are 
counted  as  one  adult,  and  three  persons  under  seven  years 
of  age  are  counted  as  one  adult :  whilst,  by  the  United 
States  act,  only  two  persons  for  every  five  tons  are  allowed, 
and  infants  are  counted  the  same  as  adults. 

I  may  also  remark  that,  for  some  years  past,  the  direct  in- 
tercourse between  this  port  and  the  United  States  has  great- 
ly fallen  off,  in  consequence  of  the  very  easy  and  constant  - 
communication  kept  up  from  hence  by  steam  navigation 
to  Liverpool,  from  whence  supplies  of  United  States  pro- 
duce are  imported  on  such  terms  and  in  such  quantities  as 
suit  the  immediate  wants  ol  the  consumers.  We  conse- 
quently have  few  American  vessels  coming  to  this  port. 
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and  thoM  who  are  desiroua  to  embark  for  the  United  Btatea 
are  obliged  to  proceed,  in  the  fint  instance,  to  Liverpool: 
thia  precludes  me  from  forming  any  accurate  idea  of  the 
numbers  which  proceed  from  hence  to  the  United  Sutes. 
But  this  fact  is  not,  perhaps,  of  importance  in  your  inqui- 
ry, as  those  proceeding  via  Liverpool  are,  generally  speak- 
ing, not  only  far  from  being  paupers,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
may  be  considered  the  best  of  our  agricultural  population, 
being  persons  who,  by  their  own  Industry,  having  accu- 
mulated sufficient  means  to  pay  the  cost  of  transporting 
themselves  and  their  fsmilies,  and  very  frequently  taking 
out  considerable  property  along  with  them. 

The  information  procurable  at  our  custom-hbuse  would 
not  tend  to  'throw  any  light  on  the  subject  under  investi- 
gation, as  their  reports  merely  give  the  number  pf  emigrants 
in  each  year,  without  any  reference  tfo  rank  or  station  in 
society. 

If  you  require  and  point  out  any  further  information,  I 
shall  be  moat  happy  to  procure  it  for  you,  if  in  my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, THOMAS  WILSON. 

To  Laxr  Woonauai,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

Mo.  4. 

COHSULATZ  OF  TBI  UviTBD  StATSS, 

Belfast,  September  1,  1886 
.Sib:  In  reply  to  your  << circular  to  certain  consuls," 
dbc.  under  dato  of  7th  July,  respecting  the  deportation  of 
paupers,  I  beg  to  auto  that  there  are  no  paupera  deported 
by  the  public  authoritiea  from  within  my  consular  district. 
I  however  may  remark  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
•migrants  who  leave  here  for  the  United  States,  Canada, 
dtc.,  are  supposed  to  do  so  with  little  or  no  property  be- 
yond their  sea-stock,  and  consequently  land  abroad  nearly 
or  wholly  destituto.  Of  the  number  of  these,  or  the  amount 
of  their  provision  or  property,  if  they  have  any,  there  are 
no  means  of  gaining  any  correct  information  or  estimate, 
from  the  circumatance  of  their  emigrating  as  private  indi- 
viduala,  on  their  own  resources.; 

r  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  GILPIN. 
The  Hon.  Ssobztabt  of  the  Treasury. 
No.  5. 
United  States  Consulate, 

Rotterdam^  September  18,  1886. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  10th  instant, 
circular  of  7th  July  last,  accompaning  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  Ihat 
body,  at  its  next  session,  information  respecting  the  deporta- 
tion of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  &c.  In 
reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  deportation  of  paupers  has  taken 
place  from  this  country.  The  passengers  from  hence  to  the 
United  States  are  chiefly  Germans,  who  emigrate  volunta- 
rily, and  at  their  own  expense ;  slthnugh  many  of  them 
have  but  just  the  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  voy- 
age, an  ){are  destitute  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  Statee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  WAMBERSliS, 

Untied  States  Consul. 
The  Hon.  Levi  WooDnirnr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
No.  6. 

CoKSrLATB  OF  U.  S.   or  .AMEHiCi, 

Londonderry,  {Ireland,)  September  10,  1836. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  7th  of  July  last,  requesting  to  be  informed 
as  to  the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and 
other  places. 


There  has  been,  for  many  yeais  past,  anditiUooiitiDQd^ 
a  large  emigration  from  thia  port  to  difisreot  paru  of  tht 
United  States,  and  also  to  the  British  settlemeoU  io  Noith 
America ;  and,  from  my  knowledge  on  the  subject,  I  ha?* 
no  beaitation  in  stating  that  the  description  of  psnoM  who 
generally  embark  for  the  United  States  from  thii  port  ui 
of  good  character,  in  comfortable  ctrcumstanoec,  and  cer- 
tainly many  degrees  removed  from  paupers. 

On  the  contrary,  the  greater  number  of  the  penoni  «bo 
embark  for  the  British  settlements,  on  accountofths  cheap 
conveyance,  are  th6  evil  and  ill-disposed,  who  will  not  do 
welt  in  their  own  country,  and  the  landed  propiieton  an 
glad  to  get  rid  of  them,  which  they  do  l^  psyiog  their 
passages,  and  laying  in  sufficient  provisions  for  tbe  foyagt, 
totally  regardless  of  how  they  are  to  make  out  life  on  tbeir 
arrival. 

Tbe  reason  why  North  America  is  preferred,  ia  on  ac> 
count  of  the  cheapness  of  tbe  passage.  They  are,  then- 
fore,  principally  all  paupers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  aarvini, 
JAMES  CORSCADEN. 

To  Lett  WoOdbubt,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

No.  7.— (l.) 

Consulate  Ofpxcx  U.  S.  A., 

Cove  of  Cork^  October  12,  1S36. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  circular,  dated 7th Julj 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  tnn«nit  the  aocoDpaoyiog  lat  of 
paasengers  who  have  emigrated  from  this  port  to  North 
America  and  New  South  Wailes  from  January  to  Aoimt, 
1836,  inclusive. 

The  information  in  respect  to  North  America,  I  bare 
been  fevored  with  by  Lieutenant  Friend,  R.  M.,  enu^- 
tion  agent  at  Cork,  in  a  private  and  verbal  commaniation, 
declining,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  it  in  writing  without 
the  authority  of  the  board  of  cuatoma  at  London.  Tin 
emigrants  to  North  America  did  not  receive  sny  aaaiftaoff, 
having  paid  for  their  own  deportation.  The  emignoti  \o 
New  South  Wales  were  sent  out  by  Government,  and  p- 
vtded  for  in  tho  colony  on  their  arrival. 

I  could  not  procure  the  returns  from  Limerick  or  Water- 
ford,  the  dependencies  of  this  consulate :  and  1  beg  to  rffn 
you  to  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Waterfonl, 
herewith  sent,  which  will  exhibit  the  difficulty  there  iiu 
obtaining  the  *<  authentic"  injbrmation  repaired. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MURPHY, 

Vnited  States  Coml 

Hon.  Levi  Woobbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

WATBBFomn,  October  3, 183(5. 
Sib  :  I  sm  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  SOth  ultimo.  !■ 
replv,  I  made  application  at  the  cttstora-hoQse  fortheiow- 
mation  you  required,  but  the  officers  decline  giving  the  t- 
turn  without  permission  from  the  board  of  coatonw  in  Lon- 
don. They  state  that  they  are  prohibited  from  giving  •"! 
returns  whatever  to  either  merchants,  ship-owners,  oroifl' 
ers.  In  consequence  of  their  declining  to  give  roe  anj  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  I  applied  to  different  abif^^iK" 
and  agents  concerned  in  emigration,  but  coolJ  ^^^'Vj" 
ccrtoin  or  satisfactory  information  on  tbe  nibject;  ifli*^ 
some  of  them  actually  refused,  fearing  that  their  doing  » 
might  afford  the  means  of  injuring  themselves,  (among* 
others,  Mr.  D  Carigan  and  Mr.  J.  Penrose.)  I  aboard  h 
happy  to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to  oblige  joo,  and  ««■ 
gret  that  I  should,  in  the  present  instance,  be  unaocf* 
ful:  but  the  fact  of  tho  matter  i5,  they  fear  aomsictfJ* 
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anc*  in  thair  pafsdngsrs 

trade,  and  are  extremely  jealoua  of 

any  attampt  which  may  be  made  to  elicit  information. 

MATTHEW  rARRKLL.      | 

(3.) 

A  Utt  of  emigranis. 

md  veaelM  in  wMeh  they  eaikd,  1 

from  Cork  to  North  America,  from  January  to  Au-  | 

guei  inebidod,  1886. 

Try-agtin,     - 

- 

for  New  York,  - 

130 

Edwin, 

- 

for  St.  John'a,  N.  B., 

120 

AndroBMua,  - 

- 

for  Quebec, 

64 

Cfaamplain,    - 

- 

for  St  Andrew's, 

183 

Hibamia,       - 

. 

for  8t  John's,    - 

122 

Penalopa,      - 

- 

for  Quebec,        - 

113 

Recovery, 

- 

for      do. 

128 

EHsaAnn,    • 

-' 

for  8t.  John's,   - 

198 

Urania, 

- 

for  Quebec,        - 

189 

Pallaa, 

- 

for  St.  Andrew's, 

201 

Locbial, 

. 

for  8t  John's,   - 

97 

John  Eaadale, 

- 

for  Quebec, 

45 

EUzabetb,     -    « 

. 

forHaUfax, 

82 

Barbadoea,    - 

- 

for  Quebec,        - 

200 

Dominica,     - 

- 

for    do. 

232 

Henry, 

. 

for  St.  John's,   - 

78 

8t.  Patrick,  - 

. 

for  Newfoundland 

74 

Ponaalia, 

- 

for  Quebec, 

201 

Kangaroo 

- 

for  St.  John's    - 

93 

BobLogie,    . 

- 

for  Halifax,       - 

88 

John  St  Mary, 

• 

for  Quebec 

180 

George, 

- 

for  St  John's,  N.B., 

111 

Glitna, 

- 

for  Bay  of  Cbaleur, 

116 

Recovery,     - 

- 

for  St.  Andrew's, 

97 

Aid, 

- 

forBay  ofChaleur, 

70 

Betsey  Heron, 

- 

for  Quebec, 

149 

Abercromby, 

- 

for      do. 

267 

Bombaiy, 

. 

for  St.  John's,     - 

99 

Lady  Amherst, 

- 

for  St.  Andrew's, 

76 

Frederick,    - 

. 

for        do. 

136 

Mary, 

- 

for  St.  John's,     - 

76 

BrUk, 

- 

for  Halifax, 

71 

Thoa.  Woithington, 

for  Quebec, 

812 

Barbadoea, 

- 

for    do. 

136 

Thomaa  Handford, 

. 

for  St  John's,     - 

140 

Saaan, 

for      do. 

79 

Soa-hora^    - 

. 

for      do. 

100 

Elizabeth,    - 

. 

forBayofSert,  - 

61 

Jofaph  "Wheeler, 

- 

for  Quebec, 

116 

ToUl, 

•4,993 

iMcevery, 

. 

for  Quebec, 

188 

•128 

Penelope,     - 

- 

for      do. 

John  Pattenwn, 

- 

for  New  South  Wales, 

*340 

No.  8. 
CovsuLATB  or  THX  Ukitbb  States, 

GUugoWf  Auguet  20,  1886. 
8ia  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  circular  da- 
led  7th  July,  with  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
8«nata  of  the  United  Sutea  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  re- 
specting the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain, 
Ac.  In  reply,  I  have  merely  to  say  that  the  deportation 
of  paapers  from  this  district  is  totally  unknown,  and  I  am 
coaftdent  never  was  practised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your 
moel  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  THOMSON. 
Hon.  LxTi  WooDBumT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaswryy  ifc. 

♦  Men,  women,  and  children.  ,   . .  , 

•f  Emigranis  fwiu  Youglud,  men,  women,  and  childrsn. 
%  Men  and  i 


No,  9. 

CoHSULATK  OF  THX  UviTXn  StaTKS, 

Hamburg,  Auguet  30,  1836. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  Treasury  circular  of  the  7th  and  reaointion  of  the  Sen- 
ate^of  the  4th  ultimo,  ngarding  the  deportation  of  paupers 
to  the  United  Statea.  I  never  have  had  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose persons  of  that  description  were  sent  from  tl|is  city  or 
neighboring  towns  on  the  Elbe,  and  from  the  inquiries  I 
have  made  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  leel  convinced 
it  has  not  been  the  case,  and  (hat  nearly  all  the  emigranta 
embarking  from  the  Elbe  are  farmers  and  mechanics  from 
the  middle  and  south  of  Germany.  > 

With  great  raapect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CUTHBERT. 

Hon.  LxTi  WoonavBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeary,  ^c. 

No.  11. 

COVSULATE  or  THX  UBriTKB  StATBS, 

Lcith,  August  33,  1836. 
Sib  :  On  the  8th  instant  I  was  honored  by  the  receipt 
of  your  circular  dated  the  7th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention 
to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea 
on  the  4th  of  July  past,  and  in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  there  are  not  any  panpers  transported 
from  this  or  the  neighboring  ports,  either  to  the  Unilad 
States  or  any  other  country,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
children,  (six  boys  and  &ye  girls,  ^  sent  last  year  from  (he 
charity  work-house  in  Edinburgn  to  the  Britiah  aettle- 
mente  in  Upper  Canadi^  and  they  were  apprenticed  to 
persons  who  were  ascertained  to  be  of  respectable  character 
and  in  good  drcumatancee. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ORIEVE. 
Hon.  Lxvi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury,  Washington. 

No.  13. 

COHSVLATB  OF  THX  UlTITSD  StA.TXS, 

Liverpool^  Sqttember  15,  1836. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Uie  United  Statea 
that  you  cause  to  be  collected  all  such  tsde  and  informa- 
tion aa  can  be  obtained  through  the  custom-house,  or  from 
othei  sources,  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  from 
Groat  Britain  and  other  places^  Ac,  1  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  you  the  result  of  my  inveatigationa  aa  fiff  aa  re- 
lates to  thb  port.     I  find  it  haa  been  the  practice  with 
many  pariahea,  for  some  year*  past,  to  send  mhroad  such  of 
their  superabundant  population  as  would  .consent  to  go, 
and  although  ;here  has  never  been  a  reetricUon  as  to  the 
place,  they  have  invariably  preferred  the  United  States, 
and  ninety  out  of  a  hundred,  New  York.     Regubr  con- 
tracte  are  made  by  the  different  parishes  with  passenger- 
brokers  at  this  place  to  ship  them :  the  extent  of  this  de- 
portation, however,  always  limited  in  comparison  with  the 
general  emigration,  has  recently  been  much  diminished, 
in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  increased  demand  fur 
labor  and  the  general  proaperity  of  the  country.     The 
following  facts  are  obtained  from  authentic  sources  and 
may  be  relied  on.     In  all  instances  the  emigration  is  vol- 
untary, and  the  parish  is  not  relieved  by  it  from  ite  obliga- 
tion of  support  should  the  individual  ever  return.     Con- 
victe  are  never  sent,  nor  the  inmates  of  work-houses,  nor 
those  who,  from  age  or  decrepitude,  are  unable  to  aupport 
themselves.     Not  one  person  out  of  iifry  is  over  fifty  years 
old ;  they  are  generally  young  people  who  have  made  im- 
provident marriages,  and,  without  ostensible  means  of  sap- 
port,  with  increasing  fantilies,  are  likely  to  become  charge- 
able to  their  parish.     Reputed  poachers  are  a  class  of  peo- 
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pie  frequently  sent  from  agricultural  districts,  and  out  of  at 
least  a  thousand,  of  various  descriptions,  shipped  oif  by 
one  of  my  informants,  he  is  quite  sure  not  more  than 
twenty  have  ever  returned.  Some  provision  is  always 
iiHuie  for  their  immediate  8U|)port,  on  landing  at  their 
place  of  destination.  From  five  to  ten  pounds  b  paid  by 
the  shipping  agent  to  each  individual  on  the  vessel's  leav- 
ing port,  besides  their  passages  being  paid  for,  and  their 
provisions  found  for  the  voyage. 

In  the  year  1830,  the  emigration  from  this  port  to  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  sixteen  thousand;  out  of 
^  which  about  six  hundred  vflsre  sent  from  different  parishes. 
In  1832  there  were  about  five  hundred  sent  at  parish  ex- 
pense; since  when,  not  more  than  three  hundred  have 
gone  in  a  similar  way  in  any  one  yeiir ;  and  during  the 
last,  although  the  general  emigration  was  greater  than  at 
any  former  period,  out  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  thou- 
sand there  were  but  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  paupers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  FRANCIS  B.  OGDEN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbuut, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

No.  13. 
Co:rsuuLTE  of  tbb  United  States, 
District  of  Kingston-upon^Huil,  Leeds,  August  30,  1636. 

SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yonr  circular  of  the  7th  July,  requesting  information  as  to 
the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain. 

I  have,  in  consequence,  been  making  particular  in- 
quiries on  the  subject  throughout  my  consukr  district  I 
find  that  no  list,  that  can  be  relied  on,  of  passengers  sail- 
ing from  Hull,  is  kept  at  the  custom-house,  wich  distin- 
guishes the  paupers  from  those  of  a  better  class :  regular 
muster-rolls  are  kept,  but  the  parties  are  merely  described 
by  their  names,  ages,  and  from  whence  they  come  and  oc- 
cupation. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  are  well  aware  that  paupers 
do  proceed,  both  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  it 
has  been  admitted  by  the  owners  of  several  vessels  sailing 
there,  that  their  passages  are  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the 
parishes  to  which  they  belong.  The  mode  of  doing  this 
varies  according  to  the  trust- worthiness  of  the  pauper ;  if 
good,  he  is  trusted  to  make  his  own  bargain,  and  general- 
ly has  a  trifle  of  money  advanced  to  him  for  use  when  he 
quits  the  vessel,  to  enable  him  to  get  up  the  country.  If 
the  man  is  a  bad  character,  he  is  generally  the  best  uif,  as 
the  overseers  pay  his  passage-money  and  [focure  for  him 
the  necessaries  for  his  voyage.  The  man  then  turns  restive, 
and  oftentimes  refuses  to  go  unless  more  money  is  given 
him,  generally  £6  or  JCIO  more  than  was  first  agreed  on. 
So  that  the  worse  the  character  the  better  able  the  pauper 
is  to  make  his  way  when  he  quits  the  vi^asel.  One  ship- 
owner, whose  vessel  sailed  this  year  to  tho  United  States 
from  Hull,  and  who  has  had  several  previously,  says  he 
believes  that  nearly  all  the  passengers  go  to  the  back  set- 
tlements to  their  friends,  who  had  previously  gone  there 
and  had  written  for  them ;  and  that  it  very  rarely  happened 
that  any  family  went  out  on  a  roving  expedition,  not  hav- 
ing an  object.  It  appears  that  the  greatest  emigration  from 
Hull  is  to  Canada,  to  whence  the  passage-money  is  re- 
duced, and  many  instances  have  been  discovered  where 
the  overseers  have  agreed  with  the  paupers,  and  paid  them^ 
the  passage-money  to  the  United  States,  but  the  paupers 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  getting  there  through  Canada,  on 
account  of  the  moderate  charge  for  the  passage,  by  which 
means  they  have  taken  more  money  with  them  into  the 
country. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  among  the  owners  of  vessels, 
that  during  the  last  two  years  the  number  oi  paupers  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  and  Canada  has  very  much 
diminished;  very  fev^  have  gone  from  this  large  county, 


(Yorkshire,)  as  labor  has  been  easily  obtained  anil  wawi 
have  improved. 

A  merchant  who  had  a  vessel  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Hull  this  year  with  several  families,  in  all  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  persons,  states  that  he  do?8  notbeliefe 
there  were  more  than  one  family  of  thtee  penons  who 
were  of  the  class  of  paupers,  the  rest  were  all  persons  «bo 
appeared  able  to  bear  their  own  expenses,  and  gome,  al- 
though  in  appearance  poor,  were  known  to  have  in  ibeir 
possession  considerable  property.  Another  connteiacUog 
effect  of  the  emigration  of  paupers,  is  the  return  of  sevenl 
within  the  last  year  or  two  to  their  parishes,  which  an 
bound  to  receive  them,  and  the  knowledge  of  such  pn). 
ceedings  deters  other  overseers  from  being  so  ready  to  as- 
sist as  they  were  some  years  ago. 

Liverpool  being  the  principal  port  from  whence  emigta- 
don  takes  place,  I  beg  to  enclose  yon  herewith  a  atalcfflent 
that  has  been  published  of  the  number  who  have  sailed 
fi'om  the  1st  of  January  to  the  5th  of  July  last,  dwgns- 
ting  the  countries  to  which  they  have  gone,  and  the  num- 
ber for  the  yean  1833,  *d4,  SJid  '35. 

A  society  was  formed,  some  time  since,  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  young  females  out  to  New  South  Wales,  hot, 
as  will  be  perceived  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolatioii 
passed  by  them,  they  now  decline  reoommendiDg  snj 
further  emigration  there,  owing  to  the  excessive  immonl- 
ity  stated  to  prevail  there. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ALBERT  DAVY, 
Consul  U,  S,  A,  Kingston-upon-Huli. 

Hon.  Levi  Woobburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Enclosures.] 

It  appears,  from  a  return  which  has  just  been  prepared, 
that,  from  the  1st  of  January  last  to  the  5lh  of  Joij, 
24,065  persons  have  emigrated  from  Liverpool,  7,616  ia 
the  fir9t  three  months  of  that  period,  and  16,547  In  the 
last  three  months.  Of  the  latter  number  8,825  proceed^] 
to  the  British  colonies  in  North  Americs,  13,414  to  tiie 
United  States,  18  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  37  to  Gsl- 
cutta,  and  74  to  South  America.  In  the  year  1835  the 
total  number  of  emigrants  was  16,64S;  in  1834,  20,SS6; 
and  in  1833,  15,886;  making  a  grand  total  of  penons 
who  quitted  this  country  in  the  last  three  yean  and  a  bilf 
of  76,139.  In  the  present  quarter,  ending  the  5th  of 
July,  we  stated  above  that  the  number  of  emigraots  wu 
16,547 ;  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  the  nombsr 
was  8,293,  which  gives  an  increase  on  the  present  qnaitci 
of  8,254. 

The  Emigration  Committee  recently  came  to  a  resoin- 
tion  <Uhat  adverting  to  the  information  imparted  taihe 
committee,  both  collectively  and  individually,  of  the  ei- 
cessive  immoradity  stated  to  prevail  in  certain  districtt  of 
New  South  Wales,  they  have  furmod  the  opinion  that  thev 
cannot  conscientiously  recommend  to  the  Governmeot  to 
encourage  the  further  emigration  of  single  females  to  Syd- 
ney, unprotected  by  parents  or  near  relatives,  howew 
well  selected.'' 

No.  14. 

Coi.i.KCTon*s  Office, 
Philadelphia^  Novemher  2,  1836. 

SiH  ;  In  conformity  with  your  diiection,  under  dale  of 
the  7th  July  last,  in  relation  to  the  deportation  of  paupen 
from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  I  made  immedtstf 
application  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  Guanliani 
of  the  Poor  of  this  city,  as  the  only  authentic  seurees  oCia- 
formation  within  my  reach.  The  president  of  the  Board » 
Guardians  informs  me  that  a  report  is  preparing  under  bis 
instructions,  which  will  be  handed  in  at  as  early  a  da;  tf 
possible,  the  necessary  ezaminationsy  as  he  tells  me,  bar- 
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ing  rrndered  it  impracticable  to  complete  the  return  by  the 
let  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
^     „  J.  N.  BARKER,   Cotteetor, 

The  Hon.  Lkti  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  15. 
CuBToM-HovsB,  Boston*, 

September  27,  1836. 
SiE  :  I  received  in  due  course  of  mail  your  letter  of  July 
7,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adbpted  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Sutes  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers 
from  Great  Britain  and  other  places.  There  are  compara- 
tively few  emigrante  from  Great  Britain  to  this  port.  The 
principal  emigration  is  of  the  Irish  population,  by  the  way 
of  Nova  Scoiia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Eastport,  in  Maine. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  after  diligent  inquiry,  that 
any  paupers  have  been  sent  out  here  from  Europe.  In 
making  inquiries  on  this  subject,  I  received  the  following 
statement  from  Godfrey  McCrae,  now  master  of  the  Rover, 
of  St  Andrew's,  N.  B.  In  June,  1835,  said  McCrae  was 
mate  of  the  British  ship  Robert  Watt,  from  London  to 
New  York,  on  board  of  which  were  many  emigrants. 
McCrae  was  informed,  during  the  voyage,  that  about  six 
families  of  those  emigrants  were  paupers,  sent  out  by  and 
at  the  expense  of  their  respective  pariehee.  He  does  not 
recollect  the  names  of  the  paupers  nor  the  parishes  whence 
they  came. 

Respectfully,  Ac, 

DAVID  HENSHAW,   CoUeetor, 
The  Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  16. 
CusTox-Horss,  Baltimobic, 

Collector's  Office,  Nov.  23,  1836. 
Sim  :  I  can  find  no  letter  on  our  file  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  date  of  the  7th  July,  requiring  information 
concerning  English  paupers  deported  to  the  United  Sutes. 
Being,  therefore,  unaware  of  your  request,  we  could  not 
write  on  the  subject  until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d 
instant. 

We  have  no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  any  paopeni 
have  been  brought  from  Great  Britain  to  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore ;  for,  in  looking  over  the  arrival  of  passengen  Air 
the  last  two  years,  we  find  the  whole  number  so  small  and 
so  scattered  throughout  a  number  of  vessels  arriving  from 
Great  Britain,  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  consider 
them  other  than  passengers  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term. 

I  have  also  received  an  answer  to  the  note  addressed  by 
your  suggestion  to  our  municipal  authoriUes,  and  which 
states  that,  after  having  made  the  necessary  inquiries, 
thoy  «« have  every  reason  to  believe  that  no  English  or 
Irish  paupers  have  been  brought  to  the  port  of  Balumore 
during  the  present  or  past  yesr." 
I  am,  sir,  reapectfully, 

J.  H.  McCULLOH,  Collector. 
li«Yi  WoonavBT,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
No.  17. 

CoLtiiCToii's  Office, 
Philadelphia,  November  29,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  am  at  length  enabled  to  forward  you,  enclosed, 
the  report  from  the  Board  ot  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  on 
the  deportation  of  foreign  paupers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Collector. 
Hon.  Levi  WoonsuRX, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Philads£?hta,  November  ^8f  1836. 
Dbab  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  report  to 
them,  made  by  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
communications  received  from  you  in  relation  to  the  de- 
portation of  foreign  paupers. 

Reaped  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.   W.  JONES, 

President  of  the  Board. 
To  Jamks  N.  Barksr,  Esq  , 

Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  communica- 
tion and  documents  received  from  James  N.  Barker,  Esq., 
collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  the  de- 
portation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain,  report : 

That,  afler  having  caused  an  examination  to  be  made 
of  the  foreign  paupers  in  the  house,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  any  of  them  had  been  sent  to  this 
country,  or  to  the  British  provinces,  by  overseers  of  the 
poor  in  England,  or  elsewhere,  or  had*  received  aid  from 
any  parish  to  enable  them  to  emigrate. 

The  only  information  having  any  relation  to  the  subject 
of  inquiry  derived  from  their  examination  is,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  sending  away  persons  chargeable  to  parishes  by  pa- 
rochial aid  is  quite  general  in  England,  and  that  hundreds 
have  been  in  this  way  sent.  This  practice,  however,  as 
far  as  they  profess  to  be  informed,  is  confined  to  emigra- 
tion to  the  British  settlements. 

Your  committee  would  here  remark,  that  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  from  a  pauper  any  information 
which  might  afiect  himself;  and,  that,  should  there  be  in 
the  house  any  person  who  had  been  sent  either  to  this 
country  or  to  the  British  settlements  by  parochial  aid,  the 
apprehension  that  he  would  be  discharged  from  the  house 
upon  the  fact  being  known,  would  induce  him  to  conceal  it 

1'he  reports  of  the  poor-law  commissionera  of  England 
furnish  some  information  as  to  the  deportation  of  paupen 
from  that  country.  In  the  instructions  of  these  commis- 
sioners to  their  agents  in  different  districts,  the  atten- 
tion of  those  agents  is  particularly  directed  to  emigration, 
as  one  mode  of  relieving  the  parishes  from  their  supera- 
bundant poor  population,  and  thereby  reducing  the  poor 
rates.  They  speak  of  emigration  generally,  and  do  not 
confine  it  to  the  British  setdements.  So,  in  some  of  the 
reports  made  by  those  agents  to  the  commissioners,  de- 
portation of  paupera  by  means  of  parish  aid  is  mentioned 
as  having  taken  'place,  without  naming  the  country  to 
which  they  had  been  sent.  In  some  reports  the  British 
provinces  in  North  America  are  mentioned  as  their  places 
of  destination-;  and  from  one  report  it  appears  that  four 
families  had  been  sent  by  the  parish  of  Rye  to  New  York. 
Theee  reports  comprise  but  few  of  the  parishes  in  England 
and  Wales ;  not  more  than  two  hundred  pariahes  out  of 
near  fifteen  thousand ;  and,  therefore,  while  they  establish 
the  fact  that  paupers  have  been  sent  from  England  to  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  British  settlements,  they 
do  not  show  to  what  extent  this  practice  has  prevailed  in 
that  kingdom. 

ft  may  be  inferred  from  these  reports,  that  the  great  ma* 
jority  of  persons  thus  sent  by  the  parishes  have  been  taken 
to  the  British  settlements.  Inasmuch,  however,  a#  these 
persons,  when  landed,  have  great  difficulty  in  procuring 
employment  (a  fact  which  is  mentioned  in  the  reports,) 
and  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  who 
were  born  in  England  and  Ireland  eatfi^Qte-  this  country 
from  the  provinces  where  they  first  arriveW^tt  is  mora  than 
probable  that,  of  the  persons  thus  sent  to  AM<British  settle- 
ments by  parishes  in  England,  great  num'ben  eventually 
come  into  the  United  States. 

The  only  sdditionkl  information  on  this  subject  has  bctn 
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obuined  from  Mr.  — —  Brown,  a  gentleman  of  thia 
city,  who  arrived  at  New  York  in  the  ahip  Sir  Edward 
Hamilton,  in  August,  1833,  having  aaiied  from  Hnll. 
He  states  that,  on  board  of  that  vessel,  came  as  passengers 
a  family  consisting  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  three  children, 
whose  passages  had  been  paid  for  by  a  parish  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Yorkshire ;  also,  an  old  man,  whose  passage 
had  been  paid  for  by  the  pariah  of  Preston,  in  Yorkshire ; 
that,  on  board  of  the  same  vessel,  were  several  other 
persons  whose  passages,  he  believed,  bad  been  paid  for  in 
the  same  manner,  although  he  did  not  know  it  with  cer- 
tainty. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  collect  information  as  to  the  provision,  if  any, 
made  for  the  future  support  of  the  paupers  thus  deported. 
On  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  your  committee  report  that, 
from  all  the  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain, 
th^  are  of  opinion  there  is  no  uniform  rule  observed  as  to 
the  provision  made  for  their  future  support  There  is 
no  law  regulating  the  mode. in  which  paupers  may  be 
sent.  Each  parish,  iu  sending  out  its  paupers,  makes 
its  own  agreements,  which  it  may  be  presumed  are  as  fa- 
vorable to  itself  as  the  pauper  is  willing  to  accept.  There- 
fore, whether  the  pauper  is  to  receive,  upon  his  landing, 
any  support,  and  if  any,  its  extent,  depends  upon  his 
agreement  with  the  parish  that  sent  him.  The  reports  of 
the  poor*law  commissioners,  already  referred  to,  are  silent 
on  this  subject.  *  From  the  examination  made  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  house,  the  committee  have  ascertained  that 
one  guinea  was  paid  to  each  of  the  paupers  brought  by 
one  vessel  to  Quebec,  upon  their  landing  at  that  place ; 
that,  in  some  instances,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ca- 
nada were  ofiered  to  each  of  the  paupers  upon  their  land- 
ing, which  o£br,  by  many,  if  not  the  greater  number  of 
them,  was  declined ;  and  that,  in  other  instances,  as  far 
AS  your  committee  are  informed,  no  provision  whatever 
was  made  for  their  future  support 

Among  the  paupers  in  the  house,  there  are  several  per- 
sons who  have  been  pensioners  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  being  in  this  country  is  attributable 
partly  to  the  agency  of  that  Government.  Nine  of  these 
pensioners  were  examined,  and  from  their  examination  it 
Is  evident-— 

1st  That,  in  the  year  1881,  and  aince,  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  invited  all  persons  who  had  served  in  its 
armies  and  received  pensions,  to  commute  their  pensions. 

8d.  That  one  condition  of  this  commutation  was,  that 
the  pensioners  should  proceed  to  the  British  settlements  in 
North  America,  or  elsewhere. 

8d.  That  the  arrangements  for  the  emigration  of  the 
pensioners  and  their  families  were  'generally  made  by  the 
•gents  of  the  Government. 

4th.  That,  in  some  instances,  the  pensioners  were  sent 
to  New  York ;  and  that  in  New  York  they  received  from 
Mr.  Buchanan,  the  British  consul,  a  part  of  the  money 
for  which  they  had  commuted  their  pensions. 

6th.  That  one  person  thus  sent  to  New  York  is  now  a 
pauper  in  this  house. 

6th.  That  all  pensioners  who  were  willing  to  commote 
were  permitted ;  that  no  difference  was  made  whether  the 
pensioner  was  old  and  infirm  or  strong  and  healthy ;  that 
many  of  them  were  aged  and  infirm,  unable  to  work,  and 
unable  to  endure  the  climate  of  Canada.  In  one  instance 
the  pensioner  was  totally  blind ;  and  that  hundreds  of  them, 
many  of  whom  have  Ismilies,  have  come  into  the  United 
Butes. 

7th.  Tbaiio6.4bese  pensioners,  thus  sent  to  the  British 
settlements,  jflvife  are  at  this  time  nine,  with  the  families 
of  some  of  tbe#»  making  in  all  twelve  persons  in  the  house. 

Stb.  That,  in  the  year  1883,  and  ever  since,  there  have 
been  many  of  tbeee  late  pensioners  with  their  families  in 
tUe  home.    Bone  of  tlMm  now  in  the  honae  say  that 


there  are  fewer  at  this  period  than  there  have  been  bdreto- 
fore. 

Accompanying  herewith  is  a  statement  of  the  adminioQ 
of  paupera  into  the  house  during  the  year  ending  the  S4ih 
day  of  November,  1986,  together  with  their  pltcci  of  ot. 
tivity ;  from  which  statement  it  appears  that,  of  the  whole 
number  of  admissions,  viz.  2, TBI,  there  were  admitttd 
natives  of  the  British  dominions  •  .    i,082 

Natives  of  other  foreign  countries  -       184 

Total  number  of  foreign  paupers i,s(fi 


Total  number  of  American  paupers 


l,5l& 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  JONES,  Prttidtni. 

ataUnumt  qf  admU&iwtt  into  the  PhiladMia  Aimlmtt  dMring 
the  year  ending  November  24, 1836. 
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No.  18. 


COVSVLATB  or  THB  UlflTSD  StaTXS, 

London,  Odoher  19,  18)6. 

Sib  :  I  received  the  circular,  dated  the  7th  Jnlj  U*, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  calbog  my 
attention  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing  the  8e^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  that  body  at  iti  Bext 
session,  information  respecting  deportation  of  psupenfn» 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  and  requeeting  that  I  wouU 
procure,  from  authentic  soureev,  eiicfa  facts  rebting  to  tk« 
inquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  as  will  enable  the  Tm*- 
ury  Department  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  Semtt- 

On  receipt  of  the  circular,  I  lost  no  time  in  makiiig  ip- 
plication  to  the  Tarious  sources  from  which  I  sxpeeted  to 
obtain  the  desired  information.  I  have  now  the  honor » 
lay  befitre  you  such  facU  in  relation  to  this  subject  u  I  bi^ 
been  able  to  collect,  regretting  at  the  same  tiise  that  lo 
much  delay  has  arisen  from  the  absence,  as  nsotl  tt^ 
period  of  the  year,  of  many  indiTidaala  to  whom  I  tppb«i 
that  I  could  not  possibly  tranamlt  the  nnhoimj'm^^ 
at  an  earlier  period. 

Tbty  w«re  diiteled  diicily  to  the  cQi(om4ioQi«,  t^ 
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Deportaiian  of  Foreign  Paupers. 


[25th  Co56.  1st  8kss. 


ahip-broken  of  thw  cHj,  th«  poor  law  commMoneri,  Aid 
the  agvota  of  thin  coiMuiato. 

At  the  cmtom-hoiiM  it  appeart  that  no  account  is  taken 
of  passangors  except  by  British  vessels,  and  then  only  in 
case  there  is  an  excess  above  the  number  limited  by  law  to 
the  tonnage  of  the  ship. 

The  brokers  have  no  accounts  whatever,  at  least  nothing 
beyond  mere  memoranda,  on  which  little  reliance  can  be 
placed. 

From  the  poor-law  commissioners  I  obtained  all  the  facts 
and  information  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  communi- 
cate on  this  subject.  Tbcy  arise  out  of  their  proceedings 
by  virtue  of  the  sixty-second  section  of  the  poor-law  amend- 
ment* act,  passed  the  4  th  of  August,  1834.  Acting  under 
that  section,  the  poor-law  commissioners  have  frequently 
authorized  parishes  to  raisd  money  on  the  security  of  their 
rates,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  exfienses  of  the  em- 
igration of  poor  persons  having  settlements  in  such  parishes; 
and  they  have,  in  such  cases,  issued  orders  in  accordance 
with  the  form  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  In  this 
form  is  a  condition  that  the  emigrants  shall  go  to  some 
British  colony,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  a  provision  is 
made  that,  on  the  arrival  nt  the  place  to  which  the  parties  are 
contracted  to  be  conveyed,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  at  least 
shall  be  paid  to  each  bead  of  a  family  emigrating,  and  one 
pound  at  least  to  each  single  man  or  single  woman  not  be? 
ing  a  part  of  a  family.  The  commissioners  have  not  foU 
it  to  be  within  their  province  to  make  any  further  provi- 
sion for  the  support  of  emigrants  after  they  shall  have  ar- 
rived at  their  destination.  They  have,  however,  waived 
the  condition  <<that  parties  emigrsting  shall  go  to  some 
British  colony,*'  in  a  few  instances;  in  moat  of  which  the 
parties  desiring  to  emigrate  had  already  friends  in  the 
United  States.  The  total  number  of  emigrants  who  have 
thus  gone  out  to  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  poor-law  amendment  act,  during  the  past  year,  from 
July,  1835,  to  July,  1836,  is  191  out  of  5,141,  the  re- 
mainder of  whom  have  emigrated  to  British  colonial  settle- 
ments. 

The  agents  of  this  consulate  have  furnished  me  with 
lists  of  amigrants  from  their  respective  ports,  most  of  whom 
are  soppooed  to  be  paupers.  These  lists  are  embodied  on 
a  paper  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  The  list  of 
emigrants  from  Rye,  in  Sussex,  extends  as  far  back  as 
the  year  18S9.  The  pauper  emigration  from  that  port  has 
been  greater  than  from  any  other  in  the  district  of  London. 
The  class  of  individnala  who  leave  this  country  by  way  of 
the  metropolis,  is  very  much  improved  of  late  years,  having, 
in  general,  competent  means  of  their  own.* 

With  the  view  of  putting  you  in  possession  of  all  the  in- 
formation which  could  be  possibly  obtained  on  this  subject, 
I  have  placed  on  board  of  the  ship  St.  James,  now  about 
sailing,  some  works  which  treat  on  the  poor-laws  and  emi- 
gration. They  are  in  a  parcel  addressed  to  the  care  of  the 
csoUector  of  New  York,  who  will  forward  tliem  to  you. 
The  works  are  as  follows : 

1 .  Report  from  select  committee  on  emigration      -     1827 

2.  Farther  report  on  the  same  subject       -  -     1827 

3.  Administration  and  operation  of  the  poor  laws  -     1833 

4.  Report  of  poor-law  commissioners         -  -     1834 

5.  Firstannualreporton  the  poor-taw  commissioners     1835 

6.  Report  on  the  dispose  of  lands  in  the  British 
colonics  -----     1836 

7-   Poor-law  amendment  act  -  -  -     1834 

8 .   A  ct  for  regulating  the  carriage  of  passengers  from 

the  United  Kingdom    -  -  -  -     1835 

The  first  and  second  treat  at  large  oti  the  snl^eet  of  emi- 
gration, both  to  the  British  colonies  and  the  United  States. 
The  subject  of  emigration  is  occasionally  introduced  in 
the  third,  and  in  the  fourth  it  is  briefly  adverted  to ;  both 
theae  works,  however,  show  that  the  o^sistance  rendered  by 
parishes  to  pauper  emigrants  did  not  far  exceed  the  ex- 
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pense  of  passage,  there  being  a  trifle  to  spare  on  reaching 
their  destination. 

In  the  fifth  work  will  be  found,  at  page  90,  the  circular 
of  instructions  from  the  poor-law  commissioners  for  facili- 
tating emigration. 

In  the  sixth,  the  land  stiles  in  the  United  States  areof^en 
adverted  to,  with  the  view  of  adopting  the  system  there  es- 
tablished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  ASPINWALL 

Hon.  Leyi  Woojibcrt, 

Secretary  of  Uu  Treasury, 

Official  return  of  emigranie  from  the  port  of  Rye,  in 
Suesextfrom  1829,  to  May,  1836,  both  ineluHve,  three- 
fourths  of  whom  are  supposed  to  he  paupers. 


Date. 

Ship. 

Master. 

When 
bound. 

No.  or 

passen- 

gen. 

1S19. 

March  23 

William 

Samuel  Vfdler      - 

N.  York 

47 

31 

Fame      - 

J  Crowhursi 

Do      . 

35 

May       6 

Emma    - 

J«»Iin  Frost 

Do      - 

99 

William  Shand 

William  Boswell  • 

Do      . 

112 

23 

Newton  - 

Jainee  Melvin 

Quebec  - 
N.  York 

25 

Dec.     27 

William  Sband 

William  Buswell . 

90 

1830. 

March  10 

Emma    - 

John  Frost 

Do.     . 

88 

10 

Fa  lie      - 

J.  Crowhunt 

Do.     . 

37 

38 

Newton  • 

J.  Melvin  . 

Do     . 

102 

27 

Colmnbia 

J.Delano  - 

Do      • 

ld8 

April      7 

Roberta  Ann   - 

George  Richmond 

Do      - 

129 

8 

William 

Samuel  Vedlar     - 

Do      . 

26 

May       7 

«us8ex    - 

W.  Crajistown 

Do      - 

92 

24 

Cambria 

J.Moore    • 

Do      - 

17 

Judo     12 

UoiUNl  States    • 

J.  Knight  • 

Do      . 

63 

July      12 

Robert  Edwards 

H.Shoop    • 

Do      . 

67 

August  10 

J.  Sherberg 
R.  Shadwick 

Do      - 

27 

Sept.     38 
1831. 

Corinthian 

Do      . 

40 

March    9 

Hudson  . 

Morgan      - 

Do      - 

18 

April     29 

Alfred    - 

F.  Gravel  - 

Do      . 

G3 

1832. 

April      5 

Ami 

M.  Miller  - 

8S  : 

92 

^        26 

Newlon  - 

J.Bell       . 

96* 

May       9 

Alfred     . 

T.  Gravel  - 

Do      . 

76 

30 

William 

S.  Vedlar  . 

Do      . 

l9 

IPSA. 

April      4 

Emma    - 

JohnFrosl 

Do      . 

50 

*          8 

Newton  - 

John  Bell 

Do     - 

30 

Junn     10 

Ami 

Matthew  Miller   - 

Do     . 

30 

18M. 

April      9 

Eauna. 

John  Frost 

Dd      - 

80 

1833. 

March  31 

Alfred    . 

Thomas  Gravel    • 

Do     . 

78 

1836. 

April    16 
May     25 

Alfred    - 

Thomas  Gravel    • 

Do      . 

72 

Socrates 

R,  Metcalf 

Do     . 

70 

*  i£39  was  paid  to  26  paupers  in  the  ship  Newton. 

It  could  not  be  ascertained  what  provision  was  ma^e  for 
the  support  of  these  emigrants  from  Kye  after  landing. 
The  sum  generally  allowed  was  twenty  or  thirty  shillings 
for  each,  according  to  the  agreement  they  might  make  with 
their  respective  parishes.  This  was  either  paid  to  them  on 
their  going  on  boaid,  or  given  to  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
to  be  pHid  them  on  their  landing.  The  master  also  received 
four  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  one  dollar  for  each,  to  be 
paid  by  him  to  the  proper  authorities  in  New  York,  as  re* 
quired  by  law  there. 

Emigmtionof  poor  persons  from  Dealf  m  Kent. 
1830,  1  lamily,  6  in  number,  to  Western  Australia,  assist- 
ed by  the  parish  with  fifteen  pounds. 
1838»  1     do.     5  in  number,  to  New  York,  assisted  by  the 

parish  wiih  twenty-one  pounds. 
1834,  3    do.     4  in  each,  to  New  York,  fumiahed  with 
provisions  for  the  voyage. 
From  Holden,  in  Kent,  y 

1833,  1  laborer  to  New  York,  assisted  by  the  parish  with 
ten  pounds,  returned  within  twelve  months. 


282 


APPENDIX— 7b  GaUs  Sf  Seaton'$  Register, 


25th  Covo.  UtSssg.] 


Geological  Eeeonnoisaanee, 


From  Northboum,'in  Kent, 

1833,  11  persons  to  United  States,  ezpenae  to  the  parish 

one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds.  Three  of 
these  persons  died  in  the  United  States,  the  others 
returned  home  in  about  two  years. 

1834,  6  persons  to  New  Yoric,  assisted  by  the  parish  to 

the  amount  of  twenty-two  pounds. 
From  Mbfigaliam,  in  Kent. 
1830,  2  families,  13  in  number,  to  New  York,  cost  the 
psrish  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds. 
From  St.  Lawrence,  in  Kent. 
46  paupers  have  been  sent  within  the  last  three  years: 
36  of  whom  went  in  the  ships  <<  John  Stamp"  and  "  Grati- 
tude," from  Rarosgate  to  New  York.     The  remaining  ten 
went  from  London,  but  by  what  vessel  or  to  what  place  is 
unknown.     Whether  any  provision  was  made  for  them 
after  landing,  cannot  be  ascertained. 

From  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk. 
The  first  deportation  of  paupers  from  this  port  was  in 
1829.  From  that  year  to  the  end  of  1835,  the  annual 
average  number  of  vessels  with  paupers  was  four.  During 
the  year  1836  fourteen  vessels  have  sailed  for  Quebec  with 
passengers,  the  average  number  of  whom  was  about  eighty 
adults  in  each  vessel,  a  small  proportion  of  whom  was 
landed  at  Prince  Edward's  island. 

Two-thirds  of  the  whole  are  supposed  to  ba  paupers. 
The  provision  made  for  their  support  aAer  landing  was 
about  twenty  shillings  for  each. 

No  vessel  has  sailed  from  Yarmouth  with  passengers  for 
any  port  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  Churehwardene  and  Overseers  of  the  parish  of 
— — ,  in  the  county  of  To  the  Clerk  of  the 

Justices  of  Petty  Sessions,  held  for  the  division  of  the 
said  county  in  which  said  parish  is  situate,  and  to  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern  : 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William 
the  Fourth,  entitled  An  act  for  the  amendment  and  bet- 
ter administration  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  poor  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  the  rate-payers  of  the  parish  of  — — ,  in 
the  county  of  ,  and  owners  of  property  therein,  en- 

entitled  to  vote  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  said  act,  as- 
sembled at  a  meeting  duly  convened  for  the  purpose,  have 

directed  the  overseers  to  borrow  the  sum  of pounds, 

t«  be  charged  on  the  poor-rates  of  the  said  parish,  as  a  fund 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  emigration  of  several  poor 
persons  having  settlements  in  the  said  parish,  to  be  repaid 
by  equal  annual  instalments,  with  interest  not  exceeding 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  within  years  from  the 

time  of  borrowing  the  same : 

Now  we,  being  the  poor-law  commissioners  for  England 
and  Wales,  do  hereby,  in  parsuance  of  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities conferred  on  us  by  the  aforesaid  act,  confirm  the 
above  direction  made  by  the  rate-payers  and  owners  of 

property  in  the  said  parish  of as  aforesaid.     And 

we  do  hereby  further  authorize  the  churchwardens  and 

overseers  of  the  said  pari:<h  of to  borrow  the  said 

turn  of  money  in  any  of  the  lawful  modes  heretofore  in  vi»e, 
or  to  make  application  to  the  exchequer  bill  loan  commis- 
sioners for  an  advance  of  the  whole  of  the  said  sum,  or  of 
any  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  found  necessary.  And  we 
do  hereby  further  order  and  direct  that  no  part  of  the  afore- 
said sum  of  '  '  pounds  shall  be  expended  unless  the 
following  conditions  be  strictly  observed  : 

1st.  The  parties  emigrating  shall  go  to  some  British 
colony. 

2d.  A  contract  shall  be  entered  into  for  conveying  them 
to  such  place  in  the  way  to  their  destination  as  the  poor- 
law  commissioners  for  England  an4  \yale8,  or  the  agent 
general  for  emigration  shall  approve. 

3d.  Such  contract  shall  be  sanctioned  by  the  agent  gen- 


eral for  amigration,  or  by  one  of  the  Government  emign. 
tion  agents,  at  the  out-ports,  and  shall  include  the  main- 
teoance  and  medical  attendance  of  the  emigrants  during  the 
passage ;  and  aloo  a  provision  that,  on  arrival  at  the  plice 
to  which  the  parties  are  contracted  to  be  conveyed,  (be 
sum  of  two  pounds,  at  least,  shall  be  paid  to  each  bead  o( 
a  family  emigrating,  and  one  pound,  at  least,  toetchiinsle 
man  or  single  woman,  not  being  part  of  a  family. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  seal,  this  .  day  of 


thirty- 


-,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 


[i.  a.] 


T.  FRANKLAND  LEWIS, 
J.  G.  8.  LEFEVRE, 
GEO.  NJCHOLLS. 

No.  19. 

McHicH,  October  16, 1836. 
Sin :  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  the  7th  of  July,  I  an 
give  tlie  assurance  that  the  Bavarian  Government  never 
made  a  deportation  of  paupers  to  the  United  Btates.  On 
the  contrary,  I  know  many  people  emigrated  from  Bavaria 
to  the  United  States  with  ho  inconsiderable  sums  of  money. 
I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  iustantly,  if  any  case  should 
happen  which  has  reference  to  your  estimable  letter. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  "your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  DE  KUEDORFFER, 
Consul  of  United  Statu  oj  Amman. 
Hon  LxTi  WooDBUET,  Washington. 


GEOLOGICAL    REC0NN0I88ANCE. 

Report  of  a  Geological  Reconnoissanee  made  in  l835,/r&m 
the  seal  of  Government,  by  the  way  of  Green  Ba^and 
the  Wicleonsan  Territory,  to  the  Coteau  de  Trdnt,  on 
elevated  ridge  dividing  the  Missouri  from  the  St.  Pcta't 
river.     By  G.  W.  Feafherstonhaugh,  U.  S.  Geologist. 

Wah  Dkfirtmxht,  April  23, 1836. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor,  in  the  absence,  fiom 
indisposition,  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  enclose  a  report 
of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  transmittmg  the  report  of 
the  United  States  Geologist. 

Very  respectfully,  yoor  most  obediejit  servant, 
C.  A.HARRIS, 
Chief  Clerk  War  Deparimnt. 
Hen.  M.  Yah  Bvrch,  Presidmi  of  Senate. 

TOFOOBAPHICAL  BCBEIV, 

Washington,  April  23,  1836. 
Sib;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of 
iho  report  of  G.   W.   Featherstonhaugh,   United  Stitfs 
Geologist,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  I»t 
of  April. 

I  am,  very  respcclftllly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•J.  J.  ABBKT, 
Lieut.    Col.  Top.  EnginecTi. 
Hon.  Lb  WIS  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 

WASHiKOTOif,  April  23,  1836. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Absrt, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers : 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your" instructions,  dated  Juj 'i 
1835,  directing  uie  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  thateiew- 
ted  ridge  which  separates  the  Missouri  river  from  the  &j. 
Peter's,  the  chief  northwestern  tributary  of  the  Mi«»»«PP' 
hitherto  designated  on  the  maps  by  the  appellation  of  Coceaa 
de  Prairie,  and  indicating  Green  Bay  »•  »  P*"SJ *5°,"3 
route  from  whence  an  opportunity  would  ^*"T«r 
examining  the  mineral  structure  of  the  country  on  the »  »■ 
koasan  river,  I  left  this  city  on  the  8th  of  the  iame  mom 


APPENDIX— ro  Galea  ^  SeatorC$  Register. 


283 


Geohgieal  Reeonnaisaanee. 


[26th  CoFe.  lit  8zM. 


and  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  my  pro- 
ceedings. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  upon  that  part  of  my  leport 
immediately  connected  with  my  instructions,  I  desire  to 
explain  why  I  hare  been  tndaced  to  extend  this  doeoment, 
and  lend  to  k  a  character  perhaps  not  generally  expected  of  it. 
Well  acquainted  with  the  strong  and  general  desire  ex- 
prmed  for  the  acquirement  of  geological  knowledge  in  this 
country,  and  aware  of  tb«  importance  which  would  soon  be 
attached  to  it  if  proper  measures  were  taken  to  awaken  the 
public  attention,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  when-  drawing  up 
my  repoTtin  1835,  concerning  the  elevated  country  between 
the  Misaoari  and  Red  rivers,  to  give  a  somewhat  elemen- 
tary exposition  oF  the  principles  of  the  science,  with  a  view 
to  draw  the  public  attention  still  more  to  the  subject,  and  in 
order  to  the  more  sucCMsful  illustration  of  the  geology  of 
the  United  States.  The  geological  works  which  had  hith- 
erto been  published,  contained,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
references  illustrative  only  of  the  geological  structure  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  as  T  had  to  treat  of  what  is  purely  a 
science  of  observation,  I  conceived  the  great  mass  of  minds 
to  which  I  felt  bound  to  address  myself,  would  probab)|r 
have  been  deterred  from,  rather  than  attracted  to,  the  subject, 
had  I  merely  given  a  technical  descripiion  of  what  I  had 
seen,  without  offering  the  means  of  comparative  illustration. 
f  therefore  adopted,  upon  that  occasion,  as  I  shall  do  now, 
that  course  which  promised  to  be  the  most  extensively  use- 
ful, confident  that,  hoviever  the  task  might  be  imperfectly 
exocutad,  permanent  advantages  might  be  accomplished  by 
it,  and  that  justice  would  be  done  to  my  motives.  In  this 
I  have  not  been  disappointed :  the  zeal  with  which  I  hfive 
attended  to  my  duties  has  been  acknowledged,  and  I  have 
received,  since  my  return  from  my  late  excursion,  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  public  approbation  of  my  labors,  besides  the 
most  gratifying  assurances  from  numerous  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Congress,  that  the  method  I  had  adopted 
was  considered  useful,  and  had  l)een  decidedly  approved. 

Bat  a  change  had  taken  place  in  public  opinion  since  the 
pnblication  of  that  report.  The  authorization  of  these  geo- 
lo^cal  investigations  by  the  General  Government,  had  given 
great  importance  to  them ;  much  intellect  had  been  at  work, 
and  a  strong  soUctitude  expressed  for  an  accurate  exposi- 
tion of  the  general  geology  of  the  United  States.  The  most 
powerfol  States  in  the  Union  were  legislating  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  pntspect  Vas  thus  held  out  that  the  general 
desire  for  information  which  the  action  of  the  Government 
had  so  much  contributed  to  put  in  motion,  would  soon 
TOceive  new  vigor  from  the  fostering  care  of  each  of  the 
particular  Sutes.  Looking  at  this  promising  aspect  of  things 
since  my  return  from  my  late  excursion,  T  have  become 
more  than  ever  impressed  with  ihe  propriety  of  endeavoring 
to  make  my  labors  as  useful,  in  the  popular  sense,  as  my 
opportunities  permit. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  geological  literature  of  the 
present  day,  is  not  of  a  sufficiently  elementary  character 
for  the  very  great  numlier  of  persons  denrous  of  possessing 
a  practical  guide  for  their  studies^  simple  and  perspicious 
enough  to  keep  down  the  repugnance  which  technical 
works,  applicable  to  an  advanced  stale  of  the  science,  in- 
variably produce.  .Many  powerful  minds  are  deterred  from 
the  pursuit  of  various  branches  of  natural  history,  from  an 
inability  to  take  the  first  step  successfully,  and  he  who  is 
properly  penetrated  with  this  truth,  and  obeys  its  influence, 
will  esteem  it  no  degradation  to  take  upon  himself  the 
hambler  tas|c  of  elementary  instruction  for  the  benefit  of 
the  many,  even  when  he  may  have  reason  to  suppose  his 
intentions  will  not  always  be  indulgently  appreciated  by 
greater  chance  of  doing  good,  and  of  the  the  least  liberal 
of  the  scientific  few.  Independent  of  the  greater  chance 
of  doing  good,  and  of  the  pleasure  t>f  looking  forward  to 
«vitfieas  the  extraordinary  elasticity  of  minds  from  which 
the   prearore  ha4  been  gently  removed,  the  rery  fact  of 


there  being  no  elementary  work  applicable  to  American 
geology,  no  geological  column  showing  the  succession  of 
the  beds  and  a  comparative  view  of  the  geological  equiv- 
alents in  both  hemispheres,  together  with  a  brief  abstract 
of  the  characteristic  organic  remains  contained  in  the 
beds,  and  the  other  remarkable  phenomena  illustrative  of 
the  structure  of  the  accassible  part  of  the  crust  of  the 
earth,  would  be  a  sufficient  motive  for  any  writer  whose 
experience  might  be  thought  to  authorize  the  attempt,  not 
only  to  endeavor  thus  to  be  extensively  useful,  but  in- 
directly to  reflect  the  greatest  degree  of  intelligence  upon 
the  observations  which  it  was  his  duty  to  make,  that  they 
might  be  understood,  by  all  who  read  them,  in  the  most 
comprehensive  sense.  In  short,  perceiving  the  general 
desire  to  acquire  systematic  information  on  this  subject, 
what  I  would  aim  to  accomplish  is,  the  putting  into  ' 
the  hands  of  all  who  wish  to  cultivate  geological  know- 
ledge, an  elementary  work  which  ahould  not  be  a  dry  re- 
capitulation of  what  was  familiarly  known  before,  but  a 
brief  and  intelligent  view  of  the  whole  subject,  explaining 
the  harmony  which  prevails  in  the  structure  of  the  earth's 
surface,  and  how  important  a  knowledge  of  its  details  are 
in  an  economical  point  of  view,  making  the  whole,  at 
every  step,  subservient,  as  much  as  possible,  to  4he  illus- 
tration of  American  geology.  I  must  think  that  no  indi- 
vidual can  acquire  information  of  thia  kind,  without  ex- 
periencing a  corresponding  enlargment  of  mind,  that  makes 
him  a  more  useful  citizen  and  a  happier  man.  The  plain- 
est farmer  may  thus  be  made  to  understand  bow  a  knowl- 
edge of  geology  is  useful  to  agriculture.  Very  extenaive 
districts  consist  of  a  recurrente  of  decomposed  shales, 
sandstones,  and  superficial  soil  produced  from  primary 
rocks,  and  are  comparatively  barren.  In  such  lieds  silice- 
ous substances  predominate,  they  having  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  calcareous  matter.  A  single  band  of  limestone 
sometimes  effects  a  revolution  in  the  value  of  an  extensive 
district  of  this  character.  We  hear  soils  called  light,  and 
heavy,  and  wet ;  it  is  the  mineral  substance  of  Uie  geo- 
logical beds  which  makes  them  so.  Some  families  of  grain 
and  plants  fail  upon  peculiar  soils ;  this  is  owing  to  the 
presence  or  absence  of  particular  minerals,  for  even  animals 
do  not  thrive  where  their  food  is  not  appropriate.  Occa- 
sionally a  district  or  given  area  is  too  wet  for  crops  (hat 
would  succeed  if  the  land  were  drier ;  a  Utile  knowledge 
of  geology  would  teach  the  farmer  that  the  springy  quality 
of  his  land  is  owing  to  a  bed  clay  that  intercepts  the  rain, 
prevents  its* percolating  downwards,  and  forces  it  out  at  its 
surface.  Wherever  he  finds  the  clay  he  will  find  the  same 
inconvenience,  and,  knowing  the  extent  of  the  cause,  his 
ingenuity  will  soon  teach  him  to  remove  it  by  a  proper 
course  of  drainage.  I  remember  seeing,  several  years  ago, 
the  most  barren  part  uf  the  beach  at  Long  Branch,  in 
New  Jersey,  suddenly  bearing  a  luxuriant  crop  of  clover. 
This  I  learned  had  been  produced  by  carting  the  common 
gravel  upon  it  from  the  adjacent  sea-f^hore.  This  gravely 
which  had  a  very  unpromising  appearance  to  the  naked  eye, 
upon  being  examined  with  a  pocket  microscope,  waa  found 
to  contain  great  quantitiea  of  comminute<l  sea-shells  and 
marine  animal  matter,  constituting  it  a  valuable  manure. 
There  are  those  who  object  to  this  manner  of  considering 
the  subject,  that  it  is  an  attempt  to  draw  farmens  ofi*  front 
pratical  operations  to  considerations  of  a  more  theoretical 
nature,  believing  that  even  an  elementary  acquaintance 
with  chemistry  and  geology  is  not  fitted  for  a  class,  the 
majority  of  which  is  unstudied.  But  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  such  men,  acquired  by  a  residence 
amongst  them,  has  convinced  me  that  the  objestioa  is  not 
well  foijnded.  Divest  these  sciences  of  the  prejudice  which 
attaches  to  their  names,  impart  their  principles  (which 
af^er  all  are  the  principles  which  govern  nature)  to  men  of 
good  sense,  in  a  plain  and  regular  way,  consistent  with 
their  own  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  and  they  will 
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understand  them  perfectly  well,  and  put  them  to  the  beat 
use.  Who  can  hold  a  conversation  with  an  intelligeot 
man  of  this  kind,  without  being  afiected  by  his  situation, 
•landing  upon  the  threshold  of  knowledge,  whilst  to  him 
it  is  all  darkness  and  confusion  1  A  clear-headed  practical 
•  farmer  may  be  made,  however  unlettered,  to  comprehend 
enough  of  these  branches  to  convince  Irim  of  the  unerring 
truth  of  the  principles  which  govern  his  vocation.  At 
every  step  he  takes  his  condition  will  become  more  elevat- 
ed. Men  may  ridicule  the  idea  of  imbuing  the  minds  of 
plain  farmers  with  a  philosophical  turn,  yet  if  it  were  to  bo 
done,  it  would  unquestionably  lead  to  very  beneficial  re- 
sults, and  the  sum  of  human  happiness,  in  every  direction, 
be  thereby  greatly  increased.  . 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  I  have  bfen  greatly  encour- 
aged to  adopt  the  course  I  have  pursued,  by  the  advice  of 
gentlemen  in  the  present  Congress,  for  whose  judgment  I 
have  great  deference,  and  who,  having  experienced  the 
dtfilieaUies  which  are  inseparable  from  the  study  of  scien- 
tific works,  where  the  higher  branches  are  alone  treated  o( 
and  where  the  technicalities  are  entirely  left  unexplained, 
have  suggested  the  usefulness  of  appending  to  my  report 
a  glossary  or  explanation  of  the  common  terms  used  in 
geology.  Believing,  therefore,  Ihat  \  have  not  formed  an 
erroneous  estimate  of  what  may  be  deemed  both  expedient 
and  useful  at  the  present  moment,  and  having  for  my  sole 
motive  the  accomplishment  of  a  general  good,  I  have  given 
a  brief  account  of  the  existing  mineral  beds  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  as  far  as  regards  their  general  structure  and 
order  of  succession  to  each  other,  adding  such  observations 
concerning  the  nomenclative  that  has  been  applied  to  them, 
as  may  serve  to  soften  the  difficulties  to  those  who  are  en- 
gaging for  the  first  time  with  geological  literature,  and  to 
assist  in  guiding  observers  in  ascertaining  the  geological 
position  of  the  rocks  which  are  the  subjects  of  their  inves- 
tigation. This  part  of  the  subject  will  be  found  further 
illustrated  by  a  comparative  tabular  view  of  the  geological 
column  in  both  hemispheres. 

Perhaps  the  propriety  of  the  extended  form  which  this 
report  takes,  may  be  safely  placed  upon  other  considera- 
tions. Those  who,  like  myself,  have  witne{>sed  the  rise 
and  progress  of  civil  engineering  in  this  country,  are  well 
Acquainted  with  the  causes  of  that  frequent  misapplication 
of  means  in  the  construclion  r  f  some  of  our  earliest  and 
most  important  internal  improvements,  and  the  influence 
of  which  only  ceased  in  proportion  as  experience  and  study 
had  converted  good  surveyors  into  expert  engineers.  The 
country  having  become  awakened  to  the  value  of  its  min- 
eral resources,  the  States  are  now  legislating  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  and  the  same  process  will  have  to  be  repeated 
in  the  coming  extension  of  geological  surveys.  Men  of 
enthusiasm  and  energy  in  the  acquisition  of  information 
connected  with  natural  history,  will  have  to  supply  the 
demand  which  will  soon  arise  for  geological  investigations ; 
but  many  of  them  will  come  forward  with  attainments 
variously  acquired,  and  with  opinions  and  prejudices  that 
will  be  discordant  with  the  views  entertained  by  others. 
Nomenclatures  have  been  offered  for  the  geological  strata 
of  this  country,  which  have  little  or  no  aOinity  for  those 
established  by  the  most  experienced  geologists,  and  which, 
M  not  discouraged,  would  throw  much  confusion  into  the 
i*udy  of  the  science ;  toi  geology  is  the  science  of  nature^ 
iind  not  of  any  particular  country,  apd  apart  from  the  posi- 
tive advantages  derived  from  the  use  of  simple  terms,  uni- 
versally received,  it  is  one  of  the  blessings  of  science  suc- 
cessfully pursued,  and  oflen  the  only  reward  of  those  who 
devote  themselves  to  it,  thaf,  establishing  a  universal  har- 
mony of  intellect^  it  inspires  mutual  benevolence  in  minds 
separated  by  immense  distances^  and  unites  them  all  in  the 
noble  object  of  advancing  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 

In  dosing  these  preliminary  observations,  I  must  in  jus- 
tice to  myself  remark  that,  from  the  neceasity  of  the  9ase, 


the  reports  which  it  has  hitherto  been  my  duty  to  draw  op 
could  not,  however  I  might  have  been  disposed  to  complT 
with  the  wisbea  of  individuals  anxioas  for  minate  sectiou 
and  descriptions  of  all  the  particular  localities  which  bare 
come  under  my  notice  during  my  official  conoexion  nith 
the  Government,  and  however  desirable,  have  taken  that 
character.     The  geological  books,  it  is  true,  contain  great 
varieties  of  such  sections,  and  they  are  eminently  valuable; 
but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  they  are  the  results  of  la- 
bors voluntarily  undertaken,  limited  to  particaUr  diatridi^ 
and  accompli3hed  by  a  leisure  independent  of  all  obligatioQi 
to  perform  other  and  indispensable  duties.    The  geological 
literature  wc  possess,  and  which  is  almost  exclusivelj  £d- 
ropean,  has  grown  out  of  the  brilliant  career  whicl\  ihia 
science  has  had  for  near  thirty  years,  under  the  directioa 
of  a  numerous  body  of  energetic  and  often  wealthj  meo, 
assisted  by  all  the  facilities  of  highly-civilized  and  well-set- 
tled countries.     The  gre^it  contrast  which  the  remote  parti 
of  this  country  present  in  tliis  respect,  is  sometioies  net 
adverted  to.     My  own  opportunities  are  particular!;  cob* 
trastcd  with  those  of  the  European  geologists  I  have  allu- 
ded to.     The  Government  conceiving  itself  authorized  to 
cause  Uiese  geological  reconnoissances  to  be  made  only  in 
the  territories  of  the  United   States,  my  instructions  are 
made  out  conformably,  and  it  becomes  a  matter  of  dutj 
with  me  strictly  to  obey  them.     The  vast  extent  of  the 
United  States  makes  it  occasionally  difiicuU  to  reach  par- 
ticular points,  before  the  season  arrives  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  turn  back  to  escape  the  rigor  of  the  winter.   8adi 
was  the  case  during  my  excursion  last  year.    1 0  the  baste 
indisprnsnhle  to  the  performance  of  these  distant  eicvr- 
sions,  may  be  added  other  serious  inconveniences,  amongit 
which  may  be  enumerated  the  want  of  accurate  maps,  and 
the  wild  state  of  the  country  on  the  borders  of  and  beyond 
the  white  population,  where  the  acquisition  of  coireciUH 
pographical  knowledge  and  the  cares  of  self-preservation 
become  a  very  absorbing  occupation.     It  is  true  that  expe- 
ditions of  tliis  character  compensate  to  the  geologist  the 
advantages   he  enjoys   in   other   situatione.     He  passes 
through'  various  countries,  and  enjoys  rare  opportunities  of 
comparing  their  mineral  structure,  and  of  tracing  the  ei- 
tensive  formations  of  the  western  part  of  this  country;  bnt 
it  results  from  all  these  circumstances  that,  being  obliged  1> 
deal  nior9  with  general  than  particular  geology,  heac4]uiw 
the  habit  of  considering  geology  more  upon  the  Urge  duo 
the  minute  scale.  Such  is  the  case  with  myself;  for  akbougb 
I  am  not  altogether  debarred  the  opportunities  of  avsiluig 
myself  of  the  details  of  formations  which  are  new  and  ia* 
teresting,  and  never  neglect  them,  yet  I  have  hiihertft,  Id 
my  reports,  thought  it  more  consistent  with  my  instrucuou 
generally  to  suppress  for  the  present  tliose  seaions  wbi^ 
I  have  made  in  localities  out  of  the  territories  of  tlw  I'niiM 
States,  reserving  them  for  an   occasion  when  I  hope  a« 
long  to  produce  them,  consistent  with  what  is  doe  loe^ 
consideration.     In  one  sense,  however,  these  extensiieet- 
cursions  are  highly  favorable  to  an  object  of  great  impoit' 
ance  to  the  country,  the  construction  of  a  general  geolo^ 
cal  map  of  the  United  S^tes — an  undertaking  which  m 
probably  require  a  great  deal  of  time  to  perfect    Il)>^ 
been  able  to  collect  materiala  for  the  outline  of  such  a  iMp» 
which  we  should  not  have  posseeeed  but  for  the  particoitf 
naMire  of  my  ^luties  and  of  the  journeys  I  hsve  made,  V" 
to  supply  many  others  from  obeervations  made  ui  paaiinf 
through  the  interior  of  the  country.     The  exertions  ooff 
making  to  produce  geological  information  in  various  Sistc^ 
will  increaae  the.  number  and  value  of  theee  materials'  A 
geological  map  of  the  v^hole  United  Sutes,  where  all  w 
formations  woold  be  exhibited  on  a  large  scale,  and  u' 
most  imporunt  depositee  of  fue],  metals,  and  useful  ouoi- 
rala  be  accurately  laid  down,  would  be  a  mooumeot  boui 
useful  and  honorable  to  the  country  at  home  and  ahroisi 
and  I  truat  the  day  ia  not  distant  wiien  Congrev  will  «* 
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reet  coeh  a  map  to  be  oonBlrueted  apon  a  wale  eommen- 
•arete  with  the  importance  of  the  undertaking.  1  proeeed 
DOW  to  the  elementary  portion  of  the  report  of  whioh  I  have 
ppoken. 

Geok>gy,  in  iti  meet  comprehensive  sense,  means  the 
•tady  of  nature  and  of  all  natural  objects,  whether  those 
recent  onei  belonging  to  the  present  order  of  nature,  or 
those  fossil  ones  belonging  to  more  remote  periods,  and 
which  are  supposed  to  ba?e  preceded  the  creation  of  man, 
b^^ause  no  veetige  of  the  eiislence  of  our  raee  has  been 
hitherto  found  ooevai  with  them.  And  as  all  the  forms  in 
nature  present  themselves  to  us  either  in  organic  or  inor- 
ganic liodiaa,  meaniug  bodies  which  have  the  faculty  of 
continuing  their  kinds  and  those  which  have  not,  it  results 
that  geology  stands  in  rebition  with  all  the  physical  scien- 
ces, and  that  every  geologist  ouglit  to  have  some  knowledge 
of  minerslogy,  xoology,  and  botany,  since  the  first  compre- 
hends all  inorganic  bodies,  and  the  last  two  all  organic 
forms.  In  a  more  limited  sense,  geology  comprehends 
only  the  study  of  the  mineral  structure  of  rooks,  their  rela- 
tive position,  and  the  fossils  imbedded  in  them.  Restricted 
to  these  branches,  tliis  study,  however  useful  it  might  be, 
could  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  science.  The  origin  of 
mountains  and  valleys,  the  changes  of  the  bed  of  the  ocean, 
the  action  of  rivers,  and  the  nature  of  volcanoes, -together 
wrih  the  highly  liberal  stbdy  oi  comparative  anatomy, 
might  be  overlooked  in  this  narrow  field  of  observation,  and 
with  them  all  those  lofty  philosophical  views  of  the  har- 
mony of  nature,  by  the  aid  of  which  geology  may  claim  to 
be  conmdercd  as  opening  the  avenues  to  all  the  branches  of 
B4ULttraI  science. 

'An  individual  may  be  supposed  whose  mind  had  never 
before  been  awakened  to  this  subject,  and  contemplating 
for  the  first  time  the  varied  nature  of  .the  surface  of  the 
earth,  the  sublime  height  of  the  mountains,  the  profound 
▼alleys,  the  extensive  prairies  without  hills  or  vales,  tb^ 
oceans,  lakes,  and  rivers,  with  the  thousand  irregular  beau- 
ties which  give  so  much  grace  to  the  face  of  nature.  Yet 
might  this  superficial  aspect  awaken  no  more  enlarged  idea 
thaD  that  the  earth  was  a  confused  mass  of  rocks,  and 
ctaye,  and  sands,  assembled  without  order  or  design.  At 
*tEe  sea^shore,  however,  where  the  rocks  are  often  worn 
down  to  moral  escarpments,*  and  tbe  beach  is  usually  cov- 
ered with  shingles  nr  rounded  pebbles,  he  could  not  iati  to 
perceive  that  these  last  had  been  brought  into  that  state  by 
inuiual  trituration  from  water,  and  had  thus  been  dtvcnted 
of  the  anguhir  form  they  had  when  first  broken  ofi"  from  the 
parent  mass,  where  they  once  were,  in  the  language  of 
geologists,  in  nte,  or  in  place.  These  would  at  once  re- 
mind him  of  the  rounded  pebbles  of  a  similar  character 
found  en  the  dry  land,,  .almost  universally,  and  often  at 
a  .great  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  in  many 
instances  thousamis  of  feet  above  the  marine  level.  The 
moment  such  an  individual  begiae  to  think  of  the  cause 
^which  could  have  produced  this  agreement  betwixt  peb- 
ti^f  found  in  such  dissimilar  situations,  be  enters  upon 
the  study  of  geology.  This  is  one  of  iu  first  and  most  im- 
portant leasona,  and  the  solution  to  the  inquiry  will  be 
ibimd  to  be  the  key  to  similar  phenomena,  in  situations  still 
more  extraordinary.  To  trace  these  rounded  pebbles  to 
tbeir  native  racks,  often  hundreds  ef  miles  distant  from 
them,  they  must  be  oomparsd  with  other  pebbles  strewed 
aiottg  the  whole  distanoe  to  the  original  masses  from  whence 
they  were  detached ;,  and  then  comes  the  great  question  of 
the'  cause  which  gave  them  the  pebble  form,  and  which 
biought  them  there.  Another  important  question  would 
now  suggest  itself  to  him,  whether  the  whole  substance  of 
tbe  crust  of  the  earth  is  one  solid  msas  of  materials  resem- 
bling- those  which  appear  on  the  surface.  Although  he  had 
observed  no  mineral  differences  in  the  rocks  he  had  exam- 
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ined,  yet,  if  the  territory  upon  which  he  trod  furnished  sev- 
eral strata  or  beds  sufjerimposed  upon  each  other,  he  might 
find  some  indications  of  those  strata  either  in  the  mural  es- 
carpments on  the  seaooast,  in  the  valleys  and  ravines  in- 
land which  had  been  worn  by  the  action  of  rivers,  or  in  the 
fisfiures  which  had  been  caused  by  any  natuml  agents.  In 
such  situations  he  would  often  find  tbe  mineral  structura 
of  the  rocks  corresponding  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  val- 
leys and  of  rivers,  in  consequence  of  the  straU  having  been 
divided,  and  the  same  beds  presenting  themselves  on  each 
bank.  When  fully  satisfied  that  there  were  various  mine- 
ral beds  lying  beneath  the  arable  soil  on  the  surfiice  conuin- 
ing  the  rolled  pebbles,  he  would  be  still  more  anxious  to 
learn  the  nature  of  all  the  beds  lying  beneath  those  he  had 
examined.  At  length,  extending  his  investigations,  he 
would  find  that  the  same  beds,  containing  the  same  kinds 
of  fossil  shells,  were  laid  upon  each  other  in  the  aame  order 
of  succession  at  very  distant  points,  and  that  where  he  could 
recognise  one.  bed,  it  would  servo  as  a  key  to  the  probable 
existence  of  other  associate  strata.  And  thus,  by  travelling 
and  practical  investigation,  and  by  books  and  the  conventa* 
tion  of  experienced  men,  the  geological  student  at  length 
comes  to  understand  that  tbe  earth  is  not  a  mass  uf  rocks, 
clays,  and  sands,  accumulated  without  oider  and  design, 
but  that  a  portion  of  the  superficial  part  of  the  planet,  now 
called  the  crust,  is  composed  of  a  scries  of  strata,  di^ring 
from  each  other  in  very  material  circumstances,  yet  observ- 
ing the  same  order  of  superposition  to  each  otlier  at  the 
greatest  geographical  distances,  and  having,  of  course,  come 
into  that  order  at  succefisive  periods. 

Leaving  the  geological  student  to  the  impressions  which 
these  appearances  will  make  upon  him,  the  various  strata 
of  this  series,  as  they  have  been  observed  both  in  Europe 
and  in  the  United  States,  and  which  comprehend  tlie  whole 
focky  structure  of  the  crust  of  the  earth,  as  far  as  it  has 
been  examined,  will  be  briefiy  considered.  It  is  stated  in 
my  report  of  1886,  that  the  whole  of  these  rocks,  consid- 
ered as  a  geologicd  column, '  which,  in  one  sense,  as  will 
be  hereafter  shown,  form  a  true  geological  column,  may  be 
subdivided  into  two  divisions;  the  inferior,  in  which,  no 
animal  or  vegetable  foMuls  have  been  observed,  and  there* 
fore  deemed  to  be  inorganic,  and  the  superior,  which 
is  organic,  because  in  it  those  fossils  abound.  This 
last  division  is  prol>ably,  in  contradistinction  to  the  lowest 
rocks  of  tbe  preceding  division,  of  aqueous  origin,  being 
constituted  of  tbe  ruins  of  some  of  the  inferior  rocks» 
brought  into  a  comminuted  state  liy  the  action  of  water, 
which,  when  in  a  state  of  repose,  subsequently  distributed 
them  into  levels.  Other  rocks  are  the  reault  of  quiet  de- 
positions from  mineral  waters,  and  some  may  be  the  result 
of  copious  ejections  of  mud  from  ancient  volcanoes.  Them 
is  also  anothec  dsas  of  locks,  to  which  the  term  '*  intru- 
sive rocks"  has  be^n  well  applied.  It  is  familiarly  knows 
that  modern  volcanoes  eject  rocky  matter  in  a  molten  state 
in  vast  quantities;  these  streams  of  lava,  when  indurated, 
become  rock  again,  of  various  degrees  of  mineral  composi- 
tion, and  whose  constituent  parts  have  a  great  affinity  to 
the  simple  elements  of  the  rocks  composing  the  mass  of 
the  inorganic  rocks  before  referred  to.  In  examining  the 
strata  of  the  superior  part,  we  often  find  them  penotrated 
and  disturbed  by  rocks  of  this  character,  bearing  the  gene- 
ral name  of  trap.  It  is  inferred  from  them,  and  from  their 
appearance,  even  in  the  inferior  rocks,  where  also  granitic 
veins  are  found  injected,  that,  in  the  earliest  stages  of  tbe 
crust  of  the  earth,  igneous  causes  welu  in  action  of  suffi- 
cient force  to  fuse  mineral  bodies,  and  to  throw  them  t<»- 
wards  the  surface,  during  which  progress  they  penetrated 
the  beds  which  lay  in  their  way,  as  is  exemplified  in  diagram 
]P{o.  1,  of  a  singular  exhibition  of  trap  injected  into  sand- 
stone, at  Totteruish,  in  the  Isle  of  8kyo.*     It  will  be  ob" 
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•erved  that  the  horiEonUl  trap  Teina  represent  the  handle 
and  triple  prong[a  of  a  fork,  and  that  if  all  that  part  of  the 
rection  to  the  left  from  where  the  handle  is  joined  to  the 
pronga  had  heen  disintog^rated  and  worn  away  in  the  lapae 
of  time,  leaving  the  part  to  the  right  repreaenting  the  prunga, 
or  if  the  same  part  of  the  section  had  been  so  covered  up 
with  other  mineral  matter  as  to  defy  examination,  the  part 
expowd  would  have  presented  a  very  puzzling  case  of  hor- 
izontal trap  veins ;  but  we  can  here  trace  the  prongs  to  the 
handle,  and  the  handle  to  a  huge  vertical  dike  of  trap  that 
has  its  ondpubted  origin  from  below. 

Before  the  geological  column  spoken  of  is  described,  a 
few  remarks  may  be  offered  *on  the  current  nomenclatures 
which  have  been  applied  to  its  various  members.  It  was 
necessary  in  the  infancy  of  the  science,  to  give  names  to 
the  strata,  as  they  were  recognised ;  these  were,  of  course, 
either  theoretical  or  local,  as  a  natural  and  philosophical 
classification  and  nomenclature  can  only  be  the  result  of 
much  experience.  How  many  of  the  modem  designations 
will  be  eventually  retained  we  know  not;  but  forlhe  pre- 
sent, independent  of  their  own  merits,  it  appears  impor- 
tant that  we  should  adhere  as  clo.sely  as  circumstances  will 
admit  of  it,  to  the  arrangements  of  British  geologists.  It 
is  acknowledged,  even  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
their  great  exertions  and  learning  have  raised  the  science 
to  the  consequence  it  now  enjoys;  and  as  the  most  valua- 
ble records  of  geological  literature  are  contained  in  our 
common  overspreading  language,  there  seems  to  be  every 
motive  for  our  present  deference  to  British  authorities  on 
this  subject,  and  for  establishing  such  harmony  of  views 
between  the  geologists  of  both  hemispheres  as  will  accele- 
rate the  period  of  a  permanent  classification.  For  the  pre- 
sent all  geologisu  appear  to  be  agreed  upon  the  fact  that 
we  have  sufficiently  advanced  in  the  examination  of  the 
atructure  of  various  parts  oi  the  earth,  to  perceive  that  the 
numerous  strata  which  constitute  the  sccessible  part  of  its 
crust  have  come  into  their  places  in  succession  to  each  other, 
according  to  an  order  which  may  be  said  to  be  invariable, 
since  the  exceptions  to  invariability  which  occasionally  oc- 
cur can  be  satisfactorily  referred  to  causes  necessary  to  the 
constancy  of  succession  of  the  strata ;  for  the  deposition  of 
the  sedimentary  rocks,  or  those  deposited  from  water,  is  re- 
ferable to  the  indirect  action  of  those  subterranean  causes 
which  have  either  dislocated  or  broken  down  the  older 
rocks,  from  the  ruins  of  which  most  of  them  are  comp<Jsed, 
or  have  sent  to  the  surface  such  wide-spread  mineral  solu- 
tions^ that  we  are  able  to  conceive  of  them  only  by  the  ex- 
tent of  their  depositee,  which  could  never  have  been  pro- 
duced by  mineral  springs  upon  so  contracted  a  scale  as 
those  which  exhibit  themselves  under  the  present  order  of 
things.  In  other  words,  the  causes  which  have  directly  or 
indirectly  produced  the  deposition  of  all  sedimentary  rocks 
have  continued  \o  act  at  successive  periods,  sometimes  dis- 
turbing the  older  beds,  and  forming  new  ones  from  their 
ruins,  at  other  times  producing  new  strata  from  mineral 
solutions. 

Accordingly  one  of  the  moat  interesting  problems  ia 
geology  is  to  separate  those  periods  from  each  other,  and 
to  ascertain,  by  the  mineral  structure  of  euch  rocks,  by  the 
organic  remains  imbedded  in  them,  and  by  the  measure  of 
conformability  of  strata  to  a  horizontal  line,  the  iwsitive 
affinities  and  differences  between  them  ail.  By  this  pro- 
cess, an  estimate  may  eventually  be  formed  of  the  exact 
amount  of  those  affinities  and  differences  in  the  most,  die- 
tant  parts  of  the  ejf  th,  and  a  consentaneous  judgment  be 
pronounced  upon  the  nature  of  tnoee  causes,  from  the  uni- 
versality or  locality  of  their  eifiects,  whether  they  are  consti- 
tutional to  the  planet  or  not. 

It  is  then,  only,  that  a  nomenclature  founded  upon  those 
unerring  principles  by  which  nature  is  constituted,  con  be 
established  ond  applied  to  all  the  strata  and  phenomena 
which  have  preceded  the  present  order  of  things,  being 


thoM  which  are  peculiarly  the  objects  of  geological  inqniry. 
It  will  probably  also  be  found  that  the  judgment  whieh  will 
ultimately  be  formed  will  be  confirmed  by  what  is  pSMDi 
in  the  present  order  of  nature,  where  the  sum  of  affinitia 
and  differences  ia  still  further  extended,  and  wheie  the  par- 
tial production  of  rocky  matter,  whether  of  a  NdimentsTj 
or  intrusive  nature,  is  obviously  caused  by  the  action  of  tbe 
same  universal  principles. 

In  accordance  with  the  Intention  to  treat  this  subject  in 
an  elementary  manner,  a  brief  account  will  be  given  of  the 
principal  strata  composing  the  geological  oolemn,  u  it  bai 
been  observed  in  Europe,  noticing,  at  the  same  time,  the 
American  beds,  which,  from  their  general  agreement  tod 
position  in  the  series,  have  been  thought  tobeequi?tlenU; 
premising,  however,  that  where  a  group  of  beds  occun,  the 
members  of  which  have  a  strong  affmity  for  each  other  In 
mineral  structure  and  organic  remains,  and  which  <lt& 
materially  from  the  adjacent  beds  lying  above  or  below,  it 
is  sometimes  called  a  formation,  and  its  members  are  deesied 
to  have  been  deposited  at  an  epoch  peculiar  to  themselva 
and  separated  from  any  other  epoch  by  a  period  of  tinw  of 
some  duration.     If  the  existins;  surface  of  the  esrth  ihouM 
at  any  future  era'  be  entombed*  with  the  zoological  and  bo- 
tanical bodies  constituting  the  present  order  of  natore,  by 
new  sedimentary  depositee  brought  there,  as  the  eiiettDg 
ones  apparently  have  been,  and  a  new  order  of  things  were 
to  commence  consequent  to  the  repose  afier  such  an  erenl, 
having  some  affinities  for  the  preceding  one,  yetpoaMnni 
organic  bodies  not  belonging  to  it,  such  sedimentary  depoi- 
ites  would,  according  to  the  received  language  in  ^logy, 
be  ca  I  led  a  new  format  ion .   Th  is  hy  pothetical  stste  of  thingi 
is  thought  to  have  been  often  repeated  in  the  ancient  itate 
of  the  planet.     It  is  proper  also  to  remark,  that,  aUboDih 
the  members  of  this  column  preserve  an  invariable  luceanoo 
to  each  other,  yet  it  frequently  happens  tliat,  in  tarion 
parts  of  the  world,   many  of  them  are  wanting.    TbM 
deficiencies  in  the  localities,  where  they  are  obsencd,  an 
to  be  attributed  either  to  the  inaction  of  tbe  eaiifea  to  which 
the  beds  owe  their  origin,  or  to  other  causes,  tbroogh  |lic 
agency  of  which  they  have  disappeared.    Sonctinn,  in- 
deed,  the  deficiency  is  only  appalrent,  the  strau  being  » 
much  altered  in  appearance  from  tbe  contiguity  of  intnbire 
rocks,  as  to  assume  another  character.     Wherever  any  of 
the  strata  are  found,  however,  the  order  of  their  sncceaaM 
is  constant,  like  the  alphabetic  order  of  letters,  B  la  AiMf* 
ica  being  never  found  above  A,  whilst  A  in  China,  or  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  b  always  found  sbove  all  the 
other  letters,  and  never  under  any  of  them.    Tbe  introiin 
rocks  are  of  course  excluded  from  this  statement    Whoa 
A  (and  the  same  may  be  said  of  any  other  letter)  ii  fesi* 
contiguously  overly! rfg  O,  or  any.  other  bed,  ui  suchinrttf* 
ces  the  intervening  beds  are  deficient,  from  sonae  of  the 
causes  l)efo*e  alluded  to. 

By  such  inductive  steps  are  we  awakened  to  a  aeDae « 
those  truths  which  geology  teaches,  and  come  to  perctii* 
that  the  general  arrangement  of  the  beds  composing  ^ 
superficial  part  of  the  crust  of  the  earth  is  not  incohcreflt 
and  at  random,  but  haa  been  produced  by  causes  both  con- 
stant and  genersl ;  for  since,  after  a  mature  examination  a 
the  European  beds,  evidencea  of  the  same  geological  epM^ 
are  found  at  the  moat  diatant  points,  it  would  be  infioiieij 
a  nnore  strange  thing  if  affinities  were  not  found  here,  thai 
it  can  possibly  be  in  the  eyes  of  sceptical  persons  to  m 
some  of  the  l)eds  in  both  hemiapheres  considered  as  rqair* 
alents. 

Although  this  oiAtx  of  succassion  exists,  yet  io  no  piit 
of  the  worid  have  all  these  beds  been  found  untntemptedir 
overlying  each  other,  as  they  are  represented  in  ihcs*^ 
gicsl  column.  This  perpendieolar  section  only  repRseou aR 
tbe  beds  which  have  been  deacribed  as  coming  into  tbor 
places  in  succession  to  each  other.  If,  however,  sll  ^^  ^ 
depositee  had  been  made  in  tha  aame  locality,  and  had  ^ 
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been  iubieqaenUy  deiturbed,  iuch  a  section  might  have  ex- 
isted in  nature.  But,  as  has  been  before  observed,  some  of 
them  are  wanting  iu  e?ery  country.  In  the  tabular  rievt 
following,  the  strata,  for  the  sake  of  convenient  reference, 
are  grouped.  The  beds^  from  the  variegated  or  red  marl 
to  the  Portland  oolite,  both  inclusive,  comprenend  what 
English  geologists  have  named  the  oolitic  series ;  this  group 
has  an  average  thickness  of  2,700  feet  in  England,  buthaa 
not  yet  been  found  on  any  part  of  this  continent.  Chalk, 
also,  which  has  an  average  thickness  of  about  700  feet  in 
Europe,  is  not  found  here,  although  many  associate  strata 
belonging  to  the  group  it  is  a  member  of,  and  lying  both 
above  and  below  it,  are  well  developed  in  the  United  States. 
This  remarkable  depoeite  in  the  countries  where  it  exist^ 
contains  in  the  upper  part  of  its  white  mass  numerous  irreg- 
ular beds  of  nodules  and  plates  of  the  dark-colored  flint  of 
commerce.  Haldon  Hill,  in  Devonshire,  consists  of  gr^^n 
sands  superimposed  upon  red  marl,  the  intervening  beds 
being  wanting.  But  the  chalk  which  lies  upon  the  green 
sands  in  the  tabular  view  is  not  there,  and  an  unobserving 
traveller  would  cross  this  lofty  barrier  without  being  remind- 
ed of  it.  A  geologist,  however,  is  struck  with  the  immense 
heaps  of  flints  deposited  in  various  parts  of  this  bill,  some 
in  entire  nodules^  exactly  as  they  are  found  in  the  chalk, 
and  others  broken  up  and  comminuted  into  a  thousand 
pieces.  I«ooking  around  him,  he  sees  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  a  rich  and  broad  valley  with  the  river  Ex  flowing 
through  it  to  the  ocean,  which  is  visible  on  his  right  At 
some  distance  in  front  he  sees  the  white  chalk  cliflGi  of  Dor- 
setshire. He  now  comprehends  the  phenomenon,  sees  that 
the  chalk  has  once  been  in  position  where  he  now  finds 
only  the  flints,  and  that  some  cause  has  put  an  immeasura- 
ble water  power  in  motion,  which  has  scooped  out  the  vale 
of  Ex,  and  washed  out  all  the  cretaceous  matter  for  many 
miles,  leaving  the  flints  behind  as  monuments  of  the  de- 
poeite in  which  they  were  imbedded,  and  of  the  irresistible 
force  of  the  movement  which  separated  them.  This  has 
been  fonnd  repeated  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  On  thb 
continent  no  chalk  flints  have  yet  been  found,  nor  any  other 
evidences  that  the  chalk  has  been  removed,  and  the  same 
observation  may  be  applied  to  the  oolitic  series,  want- 
ing here»  since  its  characteristic  fossils  have  not  been 
found. 

Of  the  absence  of  other  beds  of  the  geological  series, 
vre   have  remarkable  instances  on  this  continent.     On  the 
Seolofpcal  line  extending  from  the  State  of  Maine  continu- 
ansly,  in  Aie  direction  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Washington,  and  the  falls  of  all  the  Atlantic 
riwecsy  to  Wetumpka,  on  the  Coosa  riyer,  in  Alabama, 
til  ere  are  no  beds  lietween  the  primary  rocks  at  the  bottom 
of  the  series,  and  the  loose  detritus  and  alluvial  depositee 
oxB  the  sur&ce,  but  very  important  members  of  the  upper 
secondary  and   teitiary  groups  are  found  east  of  that  line, 
from  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  were  deposited 
i^rlien  the  ocean  was  bounded  by  that  geological  line.     Of 
the  causes  of  this  deficiency  of  strata  upon  so  k>ng  a  line, 
'whether  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  early  elevation  of  the 
primary  rocks  above  the  marine  level,  or  to  causes  which 
hAve   removed  other  strata,  geologists  may  divide  in  opin- 
ion;   but  the  absence  of  all  evidence  of  a  disturbing  force 
c^ommensurate  with  such  extended  eflects,  strengthens  the 
first  conjecture,  which  recommends  itself,  by  the  simplicity 
or  its  fitness,  in  accounting  for  the  phenomenon. 

The  following  tabular  view  of  the  principal  known  rocks 
eacliibitj  such  a  section  as  might  haye  existed  In  nature  if 
fltli  the  beds  had  been  deposited  in  one  locality,  and  had 
j^^-ver  been  disturbed.  It  also  presents,  as  geologists  wiir 
j»0rceive,  for  the  first  tips  in  any  tabular  view,  the  new 
a^anrangements  of  that  important  portion  of  the  column 
|x,i  Aherto  designated  as  grauwacke  and  transition  forma- 
t;ion8,  by  those  distinguished  leaders  of  the  science,  Mr. 
jVCtarchison  and  the  Rev.  Adam  Sedgwick. 


TABULAR  VIEW  OF  THE  FORMATIONS. 


Superficial  soil  or  present  order  of  nature. 


Tertiary  order, 


r  I  jJpper  tertiary  or  plioccneT 
'.    <     Middle  tertiary  or  mioceae. 

(^r — ^-^ 


I  l^ower  tertiary  or  eocene. 


Cretaceom  group :  r 
deficient  In  the^ 
United  Sutes.    C 


Subcretaceous 
group. 


Weald  en  otou 
deficient  in  i, 
United  States 


ffroup:  r  ^ 
in  the  ^  Hi 
►tates.     C  ."pj 


Upper  chalk,  with  flinia. 
Lower  chalk. 


Chalk  marl. 


Feet. 


¥■ 


Upper 


Too 


GauU. 

Lower  green  aand. 


"Weald  clay. 


150 

250' 


J^Hsiinss  sand 


>g8  8l 

cklii 


'url)eck  limestone. 


Oolitic  series :  de- 
ficient. In  the  U. 
States. 


New  red  sandstone 
group:  deficiency  J 
not  positively  as*  ] 
ceruiinad.  ' 


Portland  oolite. 


Kinimoricige  clay.' 
Coral  ns(r 


Oxford  ciay.~ 


Cornbrash. 
Forest  Marble. 


400 


T5b 
120 


1    sno 


160 


im 


ao 


Bradford  clay. 


50 


great  or  Bath  oolite. 
Fuller*8  earth. 


inferior  oolite. 

Tis: 


Variegated  or  red  marl. 


Muflchelkalk. 
Nsw  red  sandstone. 


Zechstein. 


Exeter  red  conglomerate. 


Carboniferous 
group. 


C\  Bituminous 


congi 
coal 


s     Millstone  grit  and  shale. 


^'  Carboniferous  limestone. 


Old  red  sandstone. 
Ludlow  rocks. 


Sihirfon  system. 


Cambrian  system. 


[ 


Wenlock  limestone  and  t»hale.' 
Caradoc  beds. 


Llandeiio  flag. 
Upper  Cambrian. 


Middle  Cambrian. 
Lovrer  (jambrian. 


50 

130 


"5UD 
500 
300 

"TSoft 

500 

TSJb 

~~70ff 


10,000 


■5;oco 


t}SSb 


tm 


1560 


SerpentineT 


Greenstone  rocks. 


Talcose  slates. 
Hornblende  rocks. 


Primordial  limestoneT 
Mica  slate. 


Gneiss. 
Granite. 


N.  B.  The  figures  represent  the  average  approximate  thickness  of 
some  ifff  the  t)eds. 

It  having  been  already  stated  that  the  rocka  lielonging  to 
the  superior  division  of  this  column  are  constituted  prin- 
ciftaUy  of  the  ruins  of  those  of  the  inferior  division,  brooght 
into  a  comminuted  state  by  the  action  of  water,  and  sub- 
sequently deposited  into  levels,  the  obvious  propriety  of 
considering  the  column  in  the  ascending  order  will  be  per- 
ceived. Every  practical  student  will  also  see  the  necessity 
of  having  some  knowledge  of  the  mineral  structure  of  the 
oJder  rocks,  before  he  can  form  a  judicious  opinion  of  the^ 
mineral  origin  of  the  more  modern  ones.  The  great  ^ 
number  of  the  formations  of  the  inorganic  division  are 
pot  down  approximatively  as  to  their  order  of  succession. 
Some  of  them,  as  the  granite,  are  unstrattfied,  whilst  the 
.gneiss  and  some  others  are  stratified.  Although  all  of 
^hem  are  not  of  igneous  origin,  yet  most  of  them  in  their 
turn  seemed  to  have  acted  in  the  character  of  intrusive 
rocks.  In  some  countries  we  have  evidence  of  trappean 
matter  having,  been  ejected  from  beneath  the  granite. 
Whilst,  however,  they  are  not  found  in  all  countries  in 
the  order  assigned  to  them  in  this  column,  yet.  they  have 
been  found  every  ^here  approximating  to  it.  In  the  early 
days  of  geology,  when  theoretical  terms  had  more  influence 
than  at  present,  they  were  called  primitive,  because  it  waa 
suppoeed  they  had  been  produced  before  all  other  rocks. 
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The  term  primary  has  since  been  substitated,  as  expressing 
their  antecedent  state  in  the  column,  without  any  theoreti- 
cal assertion.  Geologicsts,  on  account  of  the  extreme  in- 
terest attending  the  study  of  the  fossiliferous  rocks,  have 
paid  such  undivided  attention  tu  them,  that  the  most  an- 
cient formations  have  been  comparatively  neglected,  and 
an  ample  field  has  thus  been  left  for  th«  arrangement  of 
this  mineralogical  branch  of  geology,  where  the  rarer 
minerals  and  crystals  may  assist  in  pointing  out,  as  fossils 
have  hitherto  done,  the  natural  classification  of  these  prim- 
ordial rocks:  We  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  this  will 
not  be  deferred  a  long  time,  when  we  look  to  the  splendid 
results  of  the  Silurian  system  which  have  been  wrought 
oat  of  the  grauwackean  chaos  during  the  last  four  years, 
by  the  perseverance  and  sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Murchi- 
son. 

Before  entering  upon  any  description  of  these  inferior 
rocks,  some  observations  may  be  introduced  here,  upon  the 
two  general  classes  into  which  all  depositee  may  be  arrang- 
ed— those  of  chemicjl  and  those  of  mechanical  origin. 
Although  the  object  of  the  geologist  is  rather  to  arrive  at 
just  conclusions  respecting  the  causes  to  which  mineral 
beds  owe  their  position,  than  to  the  elementary  nature  of 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  yet  some  miner- 
alogical acquaintance  with  their  mineral  constituents  is 
requisite  to  diecnminete  between  them,  and  every  student 
is  supposed  to  have  prepared  himself,  in  some  degree,  to 
oomprehend  the  chemical  laws  under  the  influence  of  which 
mineralogical  bodies  take  their  peculiar  forms.  Crystalline 
bodies,  however  imperfect,  are  the  result  of  chemical  agen- 
des ;  and  where  a  rock  is  composed  of  regular  crystals  of  one 
mineral,  imbedded  in  a'massive  paste  of  imperfectly  crystal- 
lized mineral  matter  of  another  kind,  we  may  come  safely 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  mass  has  had  a  crystal- 
line origin.  There  is  a  porphyritic  granite  of  this  kind, 
called  Shapfell  granite,  in  England,  which  is  met  with  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  the  rock  upon  which  the 
coal  measures  of  Chesterfield,  Virginia,  rest,  and  I  have 
observed  it  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  ridge,  in  Mad- 
ison county,  in  that  State,  and  in  various  parts  of  Georgia. 
This  rock  has  evidently  never  been  disturbed  as  to  its  Ag- 
gregation since  its  first  chemical  production.  The  other 
class  of  rocks  is  of  a  diflfcrent  character.  When  observed 
by  the  microscope,  the  aggregate  parts  appear  to  consist  of 
small  frag^enta  of  crystallino  minerals,  having  been  sub-* 
jected  to  much  attrition  by  water,  in  coneequence  of  which 
they  have  lost  their  sharp  edges,  and  have  become  rounded. 
Depositee  of  this  kind,  the  constituents  of  which  have  been 
mechanically  separated  from  crystallide  bodies,  ave  etoily 
recognised  for  the  greater  part.  They  have  all  been  evi- 
dently deposited  from  water,  and  arc  classed  amongst  the 
sedimentary  rocks,  in  contradistinction  to  the  others,  'Which 
are  deemed  to  be  ignigenous.  There  are  a  few'  rocks  which 
have  an  ambiguous  character :  those  limestones  which  have 
been  deposited  from  solutions  take  a  crystalline  aepecC,  and 
many  strata  proximate  to  ignigenous  rocks  have  been  sub- 
jected to  some  change  in  their  external  appearance,  but  the 
exceptions  will  not  interfere  with  this  clussificatioti. 

The  common  graniit  is  easily  recognised  by  itt  granular 
crystalline  structure,  composed  of  felnpar,  quartz,  and  mi- 
ca, nearly  eaqually  dilTused  and  united  into  a  mass  without 


any  apparent  cement.     The  varieties  are  numerous,  occa-  ^  ^ality  which  hae  supplied  the  greater  part  of  the  naterab 


sioned  hy  the  varying  proportions  of  its  constituent  parts, 
and  the  substitution  of' other  minerals  for  some  of  them. 
Amongst  the  most  remarkable  are  those  known  as  graphic 
granite,  a  beautifUl  mineral  composed  almost  entirely  of 
lamellar  felspar  and  quartz,  so  disposed  as  to  present  an  ap- 
pearance of  literal  characters.  This  variety  contains  beryle, 
garnets,  and  other  minerals,  and,  where  %  is  found  in  ex- 
tensive depositee,  as  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  about  ten 
miles  from  Wilmington,  is  valuable  for  the  roanufactnre  of 
porcelain.     Another  variety  is  the  porphyritic  granite  be- 


fore mentioned,  where  large  rhomboidai  cryst«b  of  nd  tnd 
white  felspar  are  imbedded  in  a  paste  of  imall-gnioed 
granite. 

The  gneiae  is  generally  a  atratified  rock,  often  abonadin; 
so  much  in  mica  as  to  constitute  its  base.  The  platM  of 
this  last  mineral  are  distributed  parallel  to  its  strata,  wl^ich 
occasion  it  to  split  easily  in  that  direction.  Grairif)  often 
paesea  into  this  rock,  the  quartz  being  absent  There  la  a 
singular  rock  on  the  prairie  at  the  Grand  Portage  east  (rf 
Lac  qui  parky  on  the  St  Peter^s.  InMnenae  mastts,  some 
of  them  twenty  feet  high,  abound  there,  with  a  lamintted 
structure  so  perfect  as  to  form  a  true  stratification.  The 
lamina  are  in  many  instances  only  an  inch  in  breadth,  and 
dip  to  the  southeast  with  an  almost  vertical  hiclination.  It  is 
a  red  granular  rock,  containing  little  or  no  mica,  Teeembting 
granite  in  every  particular  except  its  stratificatinn.  Gneia 
is  a  very  abundant  rock  in  the  Atlantic  portion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  extensively  quarried  in  the  vicinUy  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  for  arcbitecturtd  puiposei, 
whilst  on  the  hills  above  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, it  is  in  a  decomposed  state;  the  Mspar  having  lort 
its  cohesion,  and  the  mtea  being  very  much  broken  donm. 
The  ferruginous  matter  belonging  to  this  rock  hasaocnmQ- 
lated  by  molecular  attraction  sbowkig  itself  in  intcructiii; 
carbonaceoQs4ooking  streaks  and  seMis  where  the  roads 
have  been  cut  through  the  hills,  btit  being  more  (eeneniW 
diffused  as  a  red  oxyde.  These  numerous  fiBrragiAooi 
partings,  whioh  cause  the  gnoiss  to  separate  inte  inegukr 
masses  with  bnght  black  faces,  ars  not  found  in  (hat  part 
of  the  gneiss  which  is  undeeomposed  in  the  same  tirmiiy 
along  Rock  creek. 

The  characteristic  rock' of  the  mica  slate  fonaaUoA  con- 
tains little  or  no  felspar,  and  has  a  slaty  strudave,  ivith  a 
glittering  appearance.  Its  fissility  enables  its  to  be  conW' 
niently  used  fbr  flags  on  the  sideways  of  streets.  It  ii 
found  in  the  vich)ity  of  all  the  gneiss  districts. 

Primordial  limestone  is  found  in  this  part  of  the  lerin, 
but  is  not  constant  to  it  In  some  instances  it  hisbcftt 
called  seccbarine  limestone,  from  its  white  granular  re^^nb- 
lanoe  to  loaf  sugar.  It  is  the  material  used  for  Mtuary 
marbles,  the  most  valuable  beds  of  which,  those  that  are 
unmixed  with  siliceous  particiesy  are-  very  rare.  laDeoie 
blocks,  weighing  several  tons,  have  been  sometimes  tm** 
ported  from  Italy  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  mafciii?  i 
single  statue,  which,  oft  aoeovnt  of  the  nests  of  Hiiesooc 
matter  found  in  them,  have  proved-  almosl  vtAueleiB  vhen 
woriced  into.  No  extensive  depositee  t^  it  of  a  gtMd  qoal- 
ity  have  yet  been  found  in  the  United  States.  Theit  an 
many  varieties  of  this  saccharine  Umestone^  however,  here. 
It  sometimes  eontaliis  mica,  and  to  snhonliAate  to  the  stat- 
uary marble;  this  is  the  variety  celled  cipolino.  In  Con- 
necticut extensive  veined  beds  occur,  traversed  by  w^ 
tine.  In  Maryland,  several  varieties  ooeur,  and  iiiMwgit 
othera  a  paste  of  fine  saccharine  limestone,  imbedding  crys- 
tals of  hornblende,  resembling  that  mentioned  by  Mr-  Mc* 
Cullooh*  in  the  Isle  of  Tirey,  Hebrides. 

Hornblende  rock  abounds  in  this  coantry  on  the  Allaniic 
frontier,  sometimes  diirk  and  compact,  with  a  %rw^^ 
texture,  at  other  time  greenish^  with  a  fibrous  sfradQi«i 
and  disposed  to  fissillty ;  it  is  eomethnes  micaceoQi)  u^ 
near  Wilmington,  at  Quarry ville,   on  the  Delawarr,  a  lo- 


Tor  the  Delaware  breakwater,  there  is'  a  beautiful  r«spln* 
dent  variety  of  ovate  lameller  crystals  of  felspar,  barinr  > 
sitghlish  red  color,  with  a  hornblende  base,  which  fo«> 
into  a  fine  dark  enameK  This  is  a  true  poiphyriiic  grtfo- 
stone. 

The  talent  slaieah^re  a  base  of  talc,  with  mica  and  crt'- 
tals  of  sulpheret  of  iron  difTosed  in  them ;  they  are  easilj 
recogtiisahle  by  their  unctuous  touch  and  glesay  tf^' 


*  McCuUoch's 


Islands,  vol.  t;  p.  iO. 
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ance.  In  the  United  States  these  slates  are  largely  devel- 
oped in  what  is  called  the  gold  region,  especially  in  Vir- 
ginia,  the  gold  being  in  the  ferraginous  i^uartzose  veins 
which  traverse  this  formation. 

The  Germans  have  called  all  comlunations  of  hornblende 
Kidfeltpar,  when  they  have  a  granite  structare,  grUnstein 
or  greenstone  rocks,  and  accordingly,  as  they  are  compact 
or  fissile  in  thear  siraeture,  they  have  been  designated  as 
primitive  greenstone  or  greenstone  slate.  Hornblende  is 
heavier  than  qnartz  or  felspar,  and,  when  scratched,  gives 
a  light  green  streak,  and  where  it  forms  the  principal  part 
of  rocks,  they  take  a  greenish  black  color.  In  hornblende 
slates  the  felspar  itself  is  often  green.  When  the  quantity 
of  magnesia  is  increased  in  the  hornblende  rocks,  they  ap- 
pear to  pass  insensibly  into  serpentine,  a  rock  which 
abounds  in  this  country  in  the  region  of  the  priroodial 
rocks. 

The  geological  student,  in  entering  the  field  of  observa- 
tion in  the  United  States,  will  find  that  the  varieties  of  all 
the  formations  which  have  been  alluded  to  are  very  nume- 
rous, and  that  they  occasionally  succeed  each  other  in  so 
irregular  a  manner  as  to  preclude  the  supposition  that  they 
have  come  into  their  places  in  any  determinate  order  of 
succession.  Regarding  them  theoretically  as  the  products 
of  igneous  fusion,  the  embarrassment  is  increased  by  per- 
ceiving some  of  tbem  to  be  unstratified,  and  others  strati- 
fied. That  the  first  may  have  resulted  from  the  cooling 
down  of  mineral  matter  when  in  a  state  of  igneous  intum- 
escence, is  intelligible  enough ;  but  that  contiguous  rocks, 
having  the  same  origin,  and  which  form  perhaps  the  great- 
er portion  of  the  surface,  should  lie  disposed  in  parallel 
sUaU,  is  not  so  easily  explained.  Yet,  if  any  one  should 
lie  disposed  to  attribute  to  them  the  same  aqueous  origin  to 
^hich  the  sedimentary  stratified  rocks  are  referred,  he  must 
remember  not  only  that  the  mineral  constituents  of  those 
unstratified  and  stratified  masses  are  the  same,  but  that  most 
of  them  actually  pass  into  each  other  by  the  absence  or 
presence  of  one  or  more  of  their  mineral  constituents. 
Whst  has  been  called  the  straiification  of  these  ignigenous 
rocks,  may  be  owing  to  the  principle  which  occasions  their 
fissility,  such  as  the  distribution  of  the  plates  of  mica  paral- 
lel to  the  strata.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  nature  of 
the  primordial  rocks  has  yet  to  be  carefully  studied  before 
we  can,  with  perfect  satisfaction,  believe  this  difference  be- 
tween them  to  be  due  to  modifying  causes,  and  refer  these 
two  classes  of  rocks  to  the  same  origin. 

Much  of  the  irregularity  with  which  they  succeed  to 
each  other  is  owing  in  some  cases  to  the  same  mineral 
compound  being  repeated  in  distant  localities,  and  in  others 
to  alight  variations  of  that  compound.  Most  of  these  ig- 
nigenous masses  appear  in  the  chhracter  of  intrusive  bodies. 
Granite,  the  lowest  rock  in  the  series,  is  found  in  a  modi- 
fied form  overlying  fossiliferous  strata  in  the  Alps.  Serpen- 
tine, which  is  but  a  modification  of  hornblende  matter, 
overlies  sedimentary  limestone  in  extensive  tracts  of  the 
Appenines,  and  trap  rocks,  of  which  modern  lavas  are  but 
nioiHfications,  are  found  injected  into  almost  every  forma- 
tion,  from  the  granite  up  to  the  surlace;  indeed,  in  the  ex- 
tinct volcanoes  of  Auvergne,  the  ancient  lavas  have  been 
clearly  projected  from  beneath  the  granite. 

There  is  another  important  rock,  clay  slate,  not  inserted 
in  the  tabular  view,  which  is  thought  to  pass  gradually  in- 
to some  of  the  schistose  primordial  masses  with  which  it 
lit  associated ;  yet  it  is  a  stratified  body,  and  in  its  mineral 
structure  is  sometimes  hardly  distinguisbahic  from  the  roof- 
ing slates,  which  are  enumerated  amongst  the  sedimentary 
depositee  of  what  have  been  called  the  transition  beds. 

These  observations  on  the  formations  of  the  Inferior  di- 
vision are  offered  not  only  for  the  assistance  of  the  geologi- 
cal student,  but  in  some  degree  to  incite  the  able  mineral- 
ogists of  this  country  who  reude  in  the  regions^of  the  pri- 
mordial rocks,  to  make  a  precise  and  analytic  study  of  their 
Vol.  XIV.— a  37 


mineral  structure  and  constituent  afidnity  with  each  other, 
and  to  note  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  order  in 
which  they  are  seen  to  succeed  and  overlie  each  other. 
Repeated  observations  made  in  various  parts  of  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  wilt  produce  a  great  deal  of  vajuable  informa- 
tion. By  such  means  alone,  we  shall  be  able  to  compare 
the  natural  order  and  constituency  of  the  primordial  rocks 
of  the  United  States  with  those  which  prevail  in  distant 
countries ;  and  thus,  in  time,  a  unity  of  intellect  may  be 
directed  to  the  development  of  the  most  ancient  parts  of 
the  structure  of  the  accessible  portions  of  the  earth,  and  of 
some  principles  connected  with  the  mineral  and  metallic 
bodies,  that  cannot  fail  to  be  valuable  in  an  ecomomical 
point  of  view. 

We  now  approach  a  system  of  rocks  usually  found  over- 
lying the  inferior  division,  and  where  organic  remains  are 
for  the  first  time  found  in  the  ascending  series.  Perhaps 
the  formation  alluded  to  as  clay  slate  belongs  properly  to 
thi?  system,  the  general  mineral  structure  of  which  is  alto- 
gether slaty.  The  whole  of  this  series  of  rocks  (a  lumi- 
nous accoi^nt  of  which  will  soon  be  published  by  the  Rev. 
Adam  Sedgwick,  under  the  desigrnation  of  the  Cambrian 
system,  from  the  locality  where  he  has  principally  studied 
them)  has  been  hitherto  included,  together  with  the  Silu- 
rian system  of  Mr.  Murchison,  undev.  the  undefined  names 
of  transition  and  grauwacke,  terms  which  are  now  likely 
to  be  entirely  abandoned.  Before  this  portion  of  the  geo- 
logical column  had  been  adequately  Investigated,  the  theo- 
retical term  transition  was  generally  received.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  at  the  point  where  organic  remains  first  appear- 
ed, there  existed  a  true  natural  mineral  transition  from  in- 
organic to  organic  rocks ;  and  if  that  point  were  established, 
the  term  would  not  be  misapplied  to  those  slaty  masses. 
But  the  afllnity  of  the  mineral  structure  of  some  of  these 
rocks  with  that  of  others  higher  up  in  the  series  caused  the 
term  to  be  extended  so  far  beyond  its  original  meaning  and 
application,  as  to  comprehend  depositee  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  thousand  feet  in  thickness ;  and  although  this  great 
slaty  system  was  separated  from  the  carboniferous  limestone 
by  the  old  red  sandstone  formation,  itself  having  a  thick- 
ness of  ten  thousand  feet  and  more  in  many  localities,  yet 
some  geologists  included  all  these  formations,  together  with 
the  carboniferous  limestone,  containing  a  distinct  class  of 
organic  remains,  in  the  transition  rocks.  Henceforward, 
it  is  probable  that  the  term  will  fall  into  disuse,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  nomenclatures  applied  to  the  Cambrian  and  Si- 
lurian systems  shall  become  generally  known,  they  having 
already  received  the  sanction  of  the  leading  European 
geologists. 

The  lower  Cambrian  of  the  tabular  view,  as  it  has  been 
observed  in  Caernarvonshire,  consistsprincipally  of  chlorite 
schists,  passing  occasionslly  into  micaceous  and  quartzose 
slates,  and  contains  subordmate  masses  of  white  granular 
limestone  and  serpentine  rock.  In  other  localities,  mass- 
es of  dark  glossy  clay  slate,  devoid  of  calcareous  matter, 
are  found,  and  passing  into  the  inferior  primordial  rocks. 
This  lower  Cambrian  formation  appears  to  cofitain  no  or- 
ganic remains,  but  lead  and  copper  are  found  in  it. 

The  middle  Cambrian  of  Caernarvon  and  Merioneth- 
shires  contains  great  quantities  oi  fine  roofing  slate,  often 
imbedded  in  slate  rocks  of  a  coarser  quality ;  these  alternate 
with  and  apparently  pass  into  irregularly  interstratified 
masses  of  porphyry.  At  the  top  of  Snowdon  a  few  or- 
ganic remains  are  found,  resembling  others  observed  at 
Tintagel,  in  Cornwall.  Some  of  these  slates  are  highly 
calcareous,  but  no  continuous  beds  of  limestone  have  been 
observed  amongst  them. 

The  upper  Cambrian,  as  observed  in  South  Wales,  is 
eminected  with  the  Superincumbent  formation  of  Llandeih 
flags.  Beds  of  limestone  and  calcareous  slates  occur,  to- 
geUier  with  organic  remains.  The  roofing  slate  cf  this  division 
splits  in  a  direction  transverse  to  the  stratification,  which 
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is  ft  property  perhaps  of  all  hard  slates.   The  cleavage  of  this 
mineral  is  considered  to  be  the  effect  of  crystalliza^on. 

The  Llandeilo  T^'-  The  Silurian  system,  of  which 
^is  is  the  lowest  division,  abounds  much  more  in  calcare- 
ous matter  than  the  rocks  just  enumerated,  and  organic 
remains  are  more  common.  These  Llandeilo  flags  rest 
upon  the  Lnngmynd  various  colored  sandstones,  conglom- 
erates,  schists,  and  coarse  slates,  and  are  dark-colored  cal- 
careous rocks,  naturally  separating  into  flags.  They  con- 
tain, also,  some  sandstone  and  schists.  The  asaphus 
bttchii,  the  agnostus,  brongn,  and  some  other  (rilobites, 
differing  from  those  of  the  superior  divisions,  which  will 
be  described  in  Mr.  Murchison*s  work  on  the  Silurian  sys- 
tem, now  in  the  press,  are  found  here* 

The  Caradoc  beds**  The.  beds  of  this  division  consist, 
in  the  lower  part,  of  thick -bedded  red,  purple,  green,  and 
white  freestones,  conglomeritic  quartzose  grits,  and  sandy 
and  gritty  limestones.  Various  undescribed  species  of 
trilobites,  and  diflfefing  from  those  in  the  overlying  beds  ; 
numerous  species  of  the  genus  orthis,  togetherwith  nocula 
and  peotamerus,  are  found  here.  The  upper  beds  are 
thin-bedded  impure  shelly  limestone,  and  finely-laminated, 
slightly-micaceous,  greenish  sandstone.  The  organic  re- 
mains are  pentamerus,  leptaena,  pileopsis,  and  orthis,  all 
of  new  species.  There  are  also  terebratula;  and  the  ten- 
taculites  and  crinoidea  are  abundant;  corals  rare. 

Wenlock  limestone  and  shale.  The  lower  beds  arejiver 
and  dark  gray  colored  argillaceous  shale,  rarely  micaceous, 
with  nodules  of  earthly  limestone.  The  organic  remains  ore 
asaphus  caod,  calymdne  Blumenbachii,  rmguIa,orthi8  cyrtia, 
delthyris,  orUiocera,  crinoidea;  most  of  them  new  species. 

The  upper  beds  are  that  highly  concretionary  gray  and 
blue  subcrystalline  limestone,  the  equivalent  of  the  well- 
known  Dudley  limestone ;  abounding  with  corals  and  crino- 
idea, bellerophon,  euomphalus,  conularia,  pentamerus,  nat- 
Ica,  leptsna,  spirifier,  terebratula,  products,  ortkocera,  as- 
aphus, calymene,  and  various  species  of  trilobites. 

Ludlow  rocks.  The  lower  beds  of  this  formation  are 
sandy,  liver  and  dark  colored  shale  and  flags,  with  concre- 
tions of  earthy  liqiestone.  The  several  species  of  fossils 
are  phragmocerus  a  new  genus,  asaphus,  two  species  of 
cardiola,  (a  new  genus,)  nautilus,  spirulites,  pentamerus, 
plcurotomaria,  orthocera,  dec;  most  of  them  new  species. 

These  beds  are  separated  from  the  upper  ones  by  a  sub- 
christalline  gray  and  blue  argillaceous  limestone,  containing 
pentamerus,  pileopsi^  bellerophon.  Unguis,  atrypa,  terebra- 
tula, calamopora,  and  some  other  fossil  corals.  The  up- 
per beds  are  a  slightly -micaceous,  gray-colored,  thin-bedded 
sandstone,  containing  avicula,  atrypt^,  cypricardia,  homon- 
olotos,  (a  new  genus,)  leptsna,  orthis,  orbicula,  orthocera, 
plcurotomaria,  turbo,  with  gigantic  serpentine  bodies,  &,c.\ 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  the  zones  of  limestone  which 
separate  the  Wenlock  and  Ludlow  divisions  thin  out  and 
disappear :  in  such  cases,  the  characteristic  division  bein^ 
lost,  Mr.  Murchison  calls  the  united  mass  "  the  upper  Si- 
lurian rocks  /'  and  where  the  same  characteristic  division 
between  the  Llandeilo  and  Caradoc  beds  disappears,  the 
united  mass  is  termed  the  <*  lower  Silurian  rocks.'' 


*  Mr.  Murchison.  In  eonformUy  wiih  the  practice  of  attaching  ths 
names  of  rsmarlcabie  localities  to  their  rocks  when  first  describ«K  has 
hers  venr  happily  associaied  some  of  the  most  interesting  inits  of  Bri< 
tish  Celtic  hisiory  with  hii  geological  labors.  The  rocks  comprehend. 
'  «d  In  his  Silurian  system  Arere  observed  by  him  In  that  part  of  the 
>  country  which  eoasiitutsd  the  ancient  kln^niom  of  the  SHures,  that 
Celtic  nation  which  so  brsvely  resisted  the  Romans  under  the  Km- 
peioTs  Claudius  and  Nero.  Caer  Caradoc,  from  whence  the  Caradoc 
Mds  are  named,  is  the  name  of  a  highly  picturesque  ridge  In  Shrop* 
shirs.  Camden,  the  historian,  suppose!  it  to  have  been  the  locality 
where  tlie  celebrated  leader  of  the  Silures,  Caractacus,  (Caiadoc,) 
VMu\e  hii  Isst  stand  against  the  Roman  forces. 

t  Mr.  Morchison'sKtssils  of  the  Silurian  System,  when  pobllsbed, 
will  add  weight  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  my' report  of  lo33,  of  the 
"great  nnlfermlty  of  the  genera  In  the  inferlur  rocks  of  both  herals* 
INMres.**  He  has  compared  some  of  the  fossils  of  this  country  with 
those  of  bis  Silurian  systeon.  and  says,  in  aiaie  letter,  "  mm^  qfyour 
organic  remains  ars  tfcifically  identical.** 


It  will  be  perceived  that  the  formations  which  btvo  leen 
briefly  described  comprehend  all  the  deposites  lying bettreen 
the  old  red   sandstone  and   the  primordial  rockSf  and  tfait 
some  ef  them  must  necessarily  be  the  equivalents  of  tbon 
grsuwacke  rocks  which,  in  all  the  hitherto  publicbed  geo- 
logical treatises,  figure  so  conspicuously,  but  in  a  ury  un- 
defined manner,  as  immediately  subjacent  to  tbe  old  red 
sandstone,  which   last,  notwithstanding  its  vast  bulk,  bu 
been  considered  by  an  experienced  and  pnpulsr  geologicil 
writer  *  as  a  true  graawacka  also.     The  same  objections 
which  apply  to  the  term  transition,  apply  to  the  tenn  gnu- 
wacke.     The  different  formations  of  the  Silurian  and  Cim- 
brian   systems  are  diatinguisbed  by  fossil  remains  pecniisr 
to  each  of  theni,  and  nothing  would  more  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  scientific  perspicuity,  than  to  retain  an  inbaHno* 
nious  term  which  is  hardly  definable,  nietely  because  oer- 
tain  rocks  having  an  atlinity  in  mineral  structure  are  foond 
repeated   in   various  parts  of  them.     The  term  graowicke 
seems  originaly  to  have  hten  used  by  the  miners  as  a  pro- 
vincial word   to  express  the   character  of  those  congjonw- 
rilic  beds  formed  of  gtavelly  fragments  of  various  sizes  of 
the  older  rocks,  imbedded  in  a  paste  of  slaty  matter,  vhich 
are  even  occasionally  found   in   the  coal  metsores,  tod 
which   abound  sufificiently  in   the  formations  subjaccDt  to 
the  carboniferous  limestone,  to  justify  the  belief  thsi  so  in< 
mense  period  of  time  must  have  elapsed  between  the  fint 
appearance  of  these  conglomeritic  beds  and  the  deposite  of 
the  carboniferous  limestone.      We  can  ne  longer,  bowcTer, 
with  any  propriety,  retain  this  term  for  the  beds  immediate- 
ly subjacent. to  the  old  red  sandstone,  since  Mr.  Morchison 
shows  that  his  Silurian  system,  in  which  those  beds  are 
comprehended,   contsins  few   if  any  of  those  beds  vrbidi 
were  fVst  named  grauwacke  by  the  German  roineralogicte. 

This  term,  if  at  all  continued,  will  probably  be  restricted 
hereafter  to  some  of  the  beds  of  the  Cambrian  system. 

Old  red  sandstone,  Mr.  Murchison  proposes  to  diwfc 
this  formation  into  three  parts :  tbe  lowest  consisUof  flisgy. 
highly-micaceous,  hard,  red  and  green  sandstone,  with 
some  new  species  of  avicula,  pileopsis,  some  small  otbocers 
and  ichthyodorulites.  The  central  portion  is  formed  of 
red  and  green  concretionary  limestones,  with  spotted  ir- 
gillaceous  rparls  and  beds  of  sandstone,  containing  untle- 
scribed  genera  of  Crustacea.  The  superior  portion  is  sb 
inorganic  quartzose  conglomerate,  overlying  thick-fcedW 
sandstone. 

As  the  formations  hitherto  conaidered  have  a  cbancttr 
belonging  to  them  which  is  not  common  to  the  incoobent 
beds,  especially  on  this  continent,  a  few  remarks  bneos 
the  highly -inclined  strata  of  the  stratified  masses  seTTiof 
to  develop  some  important  principles  of  the  science,  ess- 
not  but  be  useful  to  the  practical  student 

In  every  part  of  the  world  where  geological  invwtigi- 
tions  have  been  made,  the  rocks  hitherto  enumerated  h*'* 
generally  been  found,  and  always  in  the  same  detenr.ii«l« 
order,  with  the  exception  of  that  occasional  irregolin^ 
before  alluded  to  amongst  tho  ignigenous  rocks.  Tb^ 
occupy,  sdso,  more  extensive  areas  than  the  rocks  wbui 
have  succeeded  to  (hem,  from  which  it  may  be  infe|"" 
that  the  causes  which  produced  them  were  more  intensely 
in  action.  Granite  is  every  where.  The  body  of^ 
grreat  Himalaya  chain  in  India  is  gneiss ;  it  abounds sw 
in  the  most  northern  known  lands,  in  the  Andes,  tt* 
Alp^  and  the  Pyrenees.  In  Western  Africa  the  rocksW- 
ming  the  banks  oi  the  Rokelle  are  granite,  gneiss,  isxt 
slate,  and  the  lower  slates.  Upon  the  northern  Atlw* 
frontier  of  the  United  Statea,  the  whole  series  of  these  W- 
mentioned  rocks  can  be  traced,  alternating  variously  w™ 
each  other,  uninterruptedly  to  the  western  J^"^**^  f*' 
chusetts  and  Connecticut,  with  the  exception  of  the  canx* 
iferous  sandstone  along  the  line  of  the  Conneclicat  nttf- 
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Further  south,  the  eame  zone  of  primordial  rocks  is  to  be 
obeerred  from  the  fulls  of  the  rivers  that  empty  into  (he 
Atlantic,  to  the  extensive  Atlantic*  primary  chain,  em- 

» In  mj  report  of  last  year,  at  page  33,  the  necesBiiy  of  giving  a  gen- 
eral name  to  this  chain  wna  urgrn,  oir  account  of  the  confusion  pro 
duced  by  the  VBtioes  designations  it  recrives  )n  diffrreni  tocalities, 
such  as  Blue  rigdat  AUanny  mountain,  Iron  mounuin,  Unakst  &c. ; 
and  Atlantic  Pi  iinary  Chain  was  proposed  as  expresnine  its  general 
and  predomin.ini  character.  The  mineral  structure  of  this  chain  has 
iMver  been  thorouebly  examine<1,  but,  at  numerous  points  where  I 
have  visited  it,  it  varies  from  the  primordial  rocks  u>  w^voiB  of  the 
membera  of  the  Silurian  syslpm.  At  West  Point,  where  it  is  divided 
•  by  the  Hudson  river,  the  predominant  character  is  gneiss ;  st  Harper's 
feny,  it  is  a  variety  nf  oiraiified  slates;  in  Madison  county,  Viiginia, 
it  consists  of  tho  n.nnbera  of  the  lower  Cambrian  rocks,  veiy  much 
studded  with  points  i  f  native  copper,  with  a  belt  of  porphyritic  granite 
rimninf  at  its  eastern  base.  In  tkher  parts  of  this  chain  1  have  observ- 
ed quansose  sandstones  and  conglomerates  prevailing,  of  sttdoubted 
sgueous  origin ;  whilst,  In  some  districis,  slates  of  a  green  (luartzose 
character  contain,  imbedded  and  mixed  up  and  alternating  with  them, 
true  porphyritic  masses.  This  admixture  of  rocks,  to  which  diflerent 
origins  are  attributed,  apiteared  lo  me  to  justify  a  designation  for  ttiis 
chain  which  expressed,  in  some  degree,  its  predominant  mineral  char- 
acter. The  only  proper  use  which  thnse  who  write  on  tliis  subject,  at 
present,  can  make  or  theoretical  terms,  is  to  givo  the  greatest  degree 
of  perapicuity  to  what  they  say.  Tho  terms  nrimary  and  primordial 
are,  undoubtedly,  always  very  properly  appliefi  to  the  lower  rocks,  to 
which  an  igneous  orisin  has  been  attributed ;  but  may  fairly  be  ex- 
tended to  any  series  of  rocks  constituting  a  great  geograpliical  boun- 
darv,  to  which  they  give  a  predominating  character,  especially  at  a  pc 
nod  wheo  the  term  Transition  is  passing  Into  disuse,  and  leaves  the 
term  Primary  freed  from  theor«tical  views,  to  class  all  the  rocks  in  be 
low  the  secondary  order.  I  have  felt  myself  authorized  lo  do  this  by 
the  example  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  this  age.  Profes- 
sor Sedgwick,  of  Cambridge,  Gngland,  in  his  *<  Introduction  to  the  gen. 
•nU  suucture  of  the  Cambrian  mountains,"  (Transaction  of  the  Geo- 
logical Society  of  London,  vol.  4,  part  I,  pa^e  W,)  observes :  "  I  believe, 
however,  that  there  is  a  broad  mlneralogleal  distinction  between  the 
primary  sirati/Ud  rocks  (including  under  that  term  all  stratified 
rocks  inferior  to  liie  old  rrd  sandstone)  and  the  secondary."  Pmfessor 


is  asual  to  class  the  upper  sYStenm  under  the  title  of  Transition  strata, 
•ad  to  cenfine  the  name  of  Primary  to  the  mica,  schist,  and  gneiss  sys 
ieois.^*  And,  at  page  72,  he  says :  "  Thus,  for  example,  of  the  extinct 
crustaceous  tfhimals,  called  Trilobites,  the  far  greater  iwrtion  of  those 
found  in  England  belongs  to  the  primary  strata.  They  also  charac- 
tarlze  the  pcimary  ayttm  of  North  America."  In  fart,  he  generally 
speaks  of  the  beds  Ijeneath  the  carlvniferous  group  as  the  "  fossilifer- 
ous  primary  strata,'*  and,  at  page  1^,  distinctfy  includes  all  the  l)eds 
of  whatever  kind,  coDstltuting  what,  on  account  of  its  geographical  sit- 
uation firinclpally.I  had  named  *'  Atlantic  primary  chain,"  in  the  fol-* 
lowing  paasuge :  "The  older  strata  are  now  y^rj  generally  called  pri- 
mary, and  an  indefinite  uf)|)er  group  or  portion  of  them  is,  liy  many 
geologists,  called  the  Transition  series, as  marking  a  passage  irom  the 
primary  to  the  secondary  strata.  This  is  porhai^s  needless,  for  such 
nassaf  es  arc  not  thought  necessary  to  be  marked  in  other  instances. 
Dor  knowledge  of  the  ^pper  primary  Oransltion)  strata  of  England 
and  Wales  has  been  very'mucii  augmented  by  the  recent  labora 
of  Mr.  Alurchison."  In  speaking  of  tlie  lowest  crystallfne  nicks,  I 
have  t»ed,  generally,  the  term  Primordial  as  expressing  their  place  In 
iJia  column,  and  being  free  from  all  theoretical  allusion. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  these  observaifons  by  seeing,  in  a  geo- 
logical report,  made  early  in  ihe  prr?eni year,  on  theireolt^gy  of  Tirginia, 
by  a  person  in  the  service  of  that  State,  a  remark  aWslns  i*ut  of  the  des> 
Wmation  I  had  applied  to  thi8<-.hain,  expressive  of  his  deep  regret  that 
Mr.  McClure,  with  othere,  including  myself,  should  "have  indulged 
so  moch  of  the  spirit  of  superficial  and  precipitate  generalisation.'^  I 
slwn  not  express  myself,  with  that  writer,  that  it  is  "  deeply  to  be  re- 
gretted" that  he  should  thus  voluntarily  have  exposed  his  want  of  in- 
lornwticm  on  the  state  of  the  science,  as  we  have  too  many  instances  of 
Itersons,  engaged  i  n  a  new pureuit,  endeavori  ng  to  draw  the  public  atten- 
tion frorii  their  own  definencies  by  rash  and  silly  insinuations  against 
those  who  have  preceded  them.  Some  more  experience  as  a  practical 
geologist  may,  in  the  end,  teach  him  that  an  olRcial  report,  at  least,  is 
not  the  proper  place  from  whence  to  cast  impuuttons  at  his  senior  fel- 
low-laborers, and  that  he  who  commits  so  great  an  error  incun  the  riffk 
of  beln»  deemed  lioth  superficial  and  presumplOous.  It  is  to  the  honiY 
of  my  friend,  Mr.  McClure,  one  of  the  must  eealous  and  disinterested 
gcob •gists  this  country  ever  possessed,  and  who  is  now  in  a  distant 
cotiniry,th8t  his  lucid  understanding  applied  a  designation,  years  ago, 
when  the  science  was  first  raising  its  head  here,  to  the  district  in 
question,  which  is  now  found  to  be  perfectly  appropriate.  The  de 
conim  I  feel  bound  to  observe  upon  this  occasion,  restrains  me  fn)m  re. 
marking  further  upon  the  Impropriety  of  converting  the  t^eoh^ical  lit- 
•rature  of  this  country  Into  a  vehicle  for  impeding  the  progress  of 
geoltvical  infurmation.  To  make  the  geology  of  the  United.  States 
dearly  out,  there  ought  to  be  a  unity  of  purpose  amon^  our  geologists, 
and  a  perfect  harimmy  of  conduct.  But,  reluming  to  the  designation 
which  occasioned  this  note.  I  think,  for  the  varlnub  reasons  which  have 
been  given,  that  the  term  Atlantic  primary  chain  Is  well  adapted ;  yet 
if,  after  a  more  minute  investigation  of  the  cham  in  itafull  extent— 
which  I  hope  to  accomplish  hereafur^it shall  le  iound  that  the  sedi- 
mentary rocks  jiredoromate,  which  I  do  ntii  believe,  the  term  Atlantic 
chain  may  siill  be  preserved,  since  it  fronts  the  Atlantic,  and  dlffera 
from  all  the  other  Allegany  ndges  in  its  miueral  structure. 


bracing  those  auriferous  slates  and  other  rocks  known  aa 
the  gold  region  of  the  United  States. 

Wherever  the  geological  student  findb  the  strata  thrown 
out  of  the  horizontal  line,  and  dipping  in  any  direction, 
he  may,  with  lew  exceptions,  enumerate  such  beds  amongst 
the  formations  hitherto  described,  the  old  red  sandstone  in- 
clusive. Few  of  the  rocks  of  the  United  States  lying 
above  them  in  this  geological  column,  are  found  with  the 
planes  of  their  strata  making  any  sensible  angle  with  the 
horizon ;  and  as  all  stratified  masses  must  be  supposed  to 
have  been  deposited  with  their  planes  horisontal,  we  are 
necessarily  compelled  to  inquire  why  the  beds  of  the  low- 
er portion  of  the  column  dtp  at  very  acute  angles,  and  are 
frequently  found  vertical,  when  the  others  are  horizontal. 
The  inference  is  obvious  that  some  disturbing  cause  op- 
erating from  below  has  thus  tilted  these  beds  up,  and  that 
it  prevailed  with  greater  intensity  and  constancy  during 
the  earlier  geological  periods  than  it  has  done  since  the 
deposition  of  the  old  red  sandstone.  This  striking  difTcr- 
cncc  in  the  position  of  the  planes  of  mineral  beds  belongs 
to  a  class  of  geological  phenomena  so  various  and  import- 
ant, that  it  is  proper  in  this  place  to  mention  some  of  them, 
that  the  student,  from  perceiving  how  cognate  they  are  to 
each  ether,  may  form  his  judgment  as  to  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  cause  to  which  their  common  origin  has  been 
attributed.  It  will  also  afibrd  an  opportunity  of  alluding 
to  some  complicated  cases  under  which  rocki  sometimes 
present  themselves,  and  which,  being  deceptive,  require 
accurate  observation. 

In  diagram  No.  2,  the  transverse  lines  making  an  an- 
gle of  46  degrees  with  the  horizon,  represent  the  beds  for- 
merly deposited  in  a  horizontal  plane,  tilled  up.  Such 
rocks  are  said  to  dip  45  degroes,  and  this  slope  of  their 
planes  oAen  increases  until  they  are  set  completely  upon 
their  edges,  and  become  vertical  or  perpendicular.  But  at 
whatever  degree  they  may  dip,  the  uppermost  edges  of  the 
beds  thus  tilted  up  always  have  the  same  strike  or  direc' 
Hon,  When  they  dip  to  the  east,  their  edges  of  course 
run  north  and  south.  This  phenomenon  is  a  source  of 
constant  annoyance  to  those  who  travel  on  wheels  in  the 
Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia,  where  the  roads,  running 
nearly  east  and  west,  cross  the  edges  of  the  upheaved 
limestone  beds  at  right  angles.  It  will  not  escape  the 
reader  that  in  countries  where  the  dip,  as  frequently  oc- 
curs, is  constant  through  a  great  area  of  coimtry,  the 
«/ri^  of  the  beds,  being  known,  may  be  useful  to  travellers 
in  doubtful  cases,  and  in  the  dark,  in  pursuing  their  course. 

Amongst  the  instances  where  a  student  is  apt  to  be  de- 
ceived by  the  appearance  of  stratified  beds,  if  observed  at  a 
distance,  or  whilst  rapidly  passing  them,  is  that  of  his  ba- 
ing  led  to  suppose  he  is  among  the  secondary  beds,  whilst 
in  feet  they  aie  highly  inclined.  He  may  be  passing  an 
escarpment  from  the  north,  where  the  stratification,  as  in 
diagram  No.  3,  appears  to  be  horizontal,  whilst  in  truth 
it  may  lie  highly  inclined  :  therefore,  if,  whilst  in  a  region 
where  the  beds  have  a  constant  dip,  he  should  unezpeet- 
edly  come  to  a  section  of  them  where  they  appear  to  b« 
horizontal,  it  is  always  best  to  stop  and  examine  with 
some  care,  as,  at  some  fum  of  the  line,  or  perhaps  by 
partially  uncovering  them,  he  may  dh?cover  that  the  strata 
have  a  considerable  dip,  as  is  exhibited  in  tlie  diagram.* 

The  valley  cf  the  Potoinac  exhibits  a  great  number  of 
instructive  phenomena  connected  with  the  dip  of  rocks, 
which  furnish  examples,  upon  a  very  large  scale,  of  the 


*  At  the  top  of  Cacanon  mountain,  about  three  miles  from  Bath,  in 
Morgan  count v,  Virginia,  there  is  a  remarkable  locality  called  "  Pros- 
pect Rock  "  Trom  the  summit  of  this  escarpment  there  is  a  very  ex- 
tensive  view  of  the  course  of  the  Potomac  river  across  the  inclined 
beds  of  the  countr>'  fatm  the  great  Alleglumy  mountam,  where  the 
bituminous  coal  measures  besin.  On  descending  to  the  foot  of  this 
cliff,  and  standing  in  front  of  the  escarpment,  the  beds  appear  hori> 
soutal ;  but  at  the  pass  which  leads  down  trom  the  top,  they  are  seen 
to  be  tilted  up  aLK>ut  Id  degrees.  , 
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lingular  manner  in  which  the  causes  to  which  they  may 
be  attributed  have  operated  upon  the  whole  line  from  the 
'  southeast  edge  of  the  great  western  bituminous  coal  field 
to  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  distance  of 
two  hundred  miles,  and  a  still  greater  distance  north  and 
■outh  of  the  valley.  All  the  beds,  with  unimportant  ax- 
cepttuns,  seem  to  be  disposed  into  anticlinal  and  synclinal 
lines.*  But  of  these  I  shall  give  some  interesting  instan- 
ces when  I  come  to  speak  of  my  excursion  up  that  valley 
on  my  way  to  the  Northwest  Territory  last  summer. 

There  is  another  case  of  complication  connected  with  the 
inclined  beds,  which  the  student  will  easily  see  the  great 
importance  of.  Rocks  whose  planes  are  horizontal,  or  in 
any  manner  parallel  to  «ach  other,  are  called  conformable, 
but  it  frequently  occurs  that  they  are  unconformable  to 
each  other.  Diagram  No.  6  will  give  an  example  of  this. 
Here  the  stratum  a  may  represent  the  new  red  sandstone 
(see  the  tabular  view)  at  the  surface ;  and  as  it  most  fre- 
quently, when  found,  lies  superimposed  on  the  bitumi- 
nous coal  measures,  it  would  be  connstent  with  practical 
and  theoretical  knowledge  to  dig  through  it  at  N  for  coal, 
the  true  position  of  which  may  be  at  h.  In  this  case  the 
miners,  beginning  midway  of  the  diagram,  and  sinking 
their  sbafb*  oo  o  o  towards  N,  might  come  upon  the  strata, 
^tf»S*  K  ^hich  lie  at  a  great  angle  to  a,  and  are  uncon- 
formable to  it,  having  been  tilted  up  into  this  inclination 
before  the  horizontal  beds,  a,  &,  e,  d,  were  deposited.  All 
this  expense  would  be  wasted  by  unskilful  persons ;  but  an 
experienced  miner,  acquainted  with  practical  geology,  and 
understanding  the  reason  of  this  deficiency  of  the  interven- 
ing beds,  6,  e,  d^  beyond  the  point  x  i  would  sink  through 
a  further  towards  S,  and  thus  be  rewarded  by  the  discovery 
of  &,  containing  coal  veins  in  their  regular  position. 

The  stratified  inclined  rocks  comprehended  in  the  Cam- 
brian and  Silurian  systems  of  Europe,  which  have  been 
spoken  of,  have-  many  of  their  proper  equivalents  in  the 
various  formations  which  occur  up  the  valley  of  the  Po- 
tomac, between  the  Great  Falls  of  that  river  and  the  south- 
east edge  of  the  great  Western  coal  field,  and  whose  beds 
have  been  hitherto  alluded  to  by  geological  writers,  as ' 
constituting  the  transition  and  grauwacke  rocks  of  the  Al- 
leghany ridges  and  eountry  parallel  to  them  on  the  south- 
oast.  The  inspection  of  this  valley  is  highly  favorable  to 
the  acquisition  of  just  views  respecting  the  geological 
structure  of  those  numerous  ridges,  sometimes  continuous, 
sometimes  interrupted,  sometimes  flexuous,  and  generally 
anticlinal.  An  accurate  knowledge  of  their  mineral  struo- 
tuj^e  and  true  magnetic  direction  would  be  of  singular  im- 
portance to  the  country.  No  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  which  I  have  visited  appears  to  me  so 
complicated  in  its  geological  structure,  or  is  certainly  so 
little  known,  as  the  area  in  question,  within  which  all  the 
important  beds  of  anthracite  coal  are  found,  and  which  has 
been  supposed, -j-  but  I  believe  erroneously,  to  embrace  a 
portion  of  the  bituminous  coal  field  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. 

All  the  secondary  beds  of  this  portion  of  North  America, 
which  are  not  reached  by  tide-water,  are  limited  by  those 
ridges,  which  have  a  general  paralleli»m  to  each  other,  in  a 
direction  usually  about  N.  N.  E.  and  8.  8.  W.  It  is  a 
remarkable  circumstance,  deserving  much  weight  in  geo- 
logical theory,  that  the  general  magnetic  range  of  all  the 
transition  chains  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  south  of  Scot- 
land, of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall,  of  Wales,  of  the  Isle  of 
Anglesea,.and  of  many  parts  of  the  European  and  other 
portions  of  the  trans-Atlantic  continent,  has  the  same  line 

*  llift  firsi  of  which  terras  is  uspd  to  express  a  linrv  create  hy  a  dip 
of  the  same  bf>d8  in  opp<«He  directiom.  Thos,  a  sni  of  beds  which  in 
one  pan  of  a  el  van  area  of  cowntrr  whoae  general  planes  are  hurizon- 
Ul,  and  which  Ha  as  ai  A,  in  diagram  No.  4,  rniifht,  in  another  part  of 
the  same  area,  Uke  the  form  of  B,  wtiich  Is  anticlinal. 

t  See  report  of  the  committed  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  unon 
the  subject  of  the  coal  tiade,  16M-'3. 


of  elevation,  the  longitudinal  axes  of  the  piindpai  ridgeiu 
well  as  those  of  the  minor  ones,  tending  nearly  from  IC. 
E.  to  8.  W.  and  several  of  them  having  sq  antidmil 
atracture;  wbilst  in  many -situations  the  line  of  direction 
of  the  carboniferous  limrstone  and  incumbent  coal  metturei 
is,  in  Great  Brilatn  as  well  as  in  the  American  ana  I  im 
treating  of,  unconformable  to  the  tilted  strata  below,  aod 
seldom  deviating  many  degrees  from  a  horizontal  line,      i 
These  parallel  ridges  come  down  from  the  N.  N.  E. 
through  the  Middle  States,  and  pursue  a  8.  8.  W.  coane, 
until  they  are  cat  off  in  1'ennessee  by  the  Cnmberlind 
mountains,  the  true  eastern  limit  there  of  the  great  West- 
ern bituminous  coal  field.     In  the  State  of  Penosylvania 
and  in  Virginia  many  of  them  contain  rich  depoiitei  of 
anthraeite  coal,  and  are  apparently  prolonged  to  the  looih 
in  a  continuous  line,  and  without  material  interruptioo. 
Yet  in  places  (hay  depart  from  their  parallelism  by  mtrkfd 
deflections  from  the  general  course.     Occaaonally  a  ri<}|e 
will  slope  ofi'and  be  discontinued,  its  place  being  sopplioi 
by  another  ridge  holding  the  same  parallel,  or  defiating 
somewhat  from  it.     Sometimee  by  a  sudden  fiexare  thej 
almost  double  back,  and  not  unfrequently  cross  the  valieji 
at  right  angles  to  the  general  parallel.    In  some  localttiei 
the  beds  are  tilted  up  almost  to  a  perpendicular  line,  in 
others  they  are  anticlinal ;  some  aections  of  them  give  the 
perfect  form  of  an  arch,  and  occasionally  they  are  contort- 
ed and  twisted  in  an  undescribable  manner.    It  if  diiBcob 
for  any  but  those  who  are  practically  conversant  with  the 
complicated  state  of  the  geology  of  this  area,  to  form  an 
adequate  conception  of  the  labor  and  experience  rfqairiteto 
disentangle  the  complex  plftnomena  which  preient  tbem- 
selves  in  passing  through  any  sectional  line  of  this  lyttem 
of  ridges.     Many  proprietors,   deceived  by  the  nppirfot 
continuity  of  a  particular  line  of  elevation  contaming  viiu- 
able  depositee  at  other  pointo,  have,  from  slight  indictiiou 
of  coal  and  iron  upon  their  lands,  imagined  ihemielvei,  by 
anticipation,  in  possession  of  inexhaustible  resourcei,  «»1 
capital  has  been  vainly  expended  to  bring  them  into  action. 
Others,  from  finding  coal  in.  the  anthracitic  am,  binog 
slight  bituminous  properties,  have  jumped  at  once  to  th« 
conclusion  that  the  locality  was  comprehended  within  ib« 
limits  of  the  Western  bttuminoua  coal  field,  that  the  roii 
at  greater  depths  would  have  all  the  qualities  of  tbe  beA 
bituminous  coal,  and  would  justify  a  great  expenditure » 
capital  to  get  it  to  the  Atlantic  cities.* 

These  mtstakea  are  natural,  for  we  easily  believe  in  whit 
we  desire.  It  is  impossible  in  our  present  defective  ^^ 
of  information,  without  a  map  which  accurately  giw  "• 
magnetic  course  of  the  ridges,  to  form  any  but  a  ooDJcctonl 
opinion  whether  the  anthracite  coal  of  Allsghany,  in  >>^- 
ginia,  is  connected  by  a  .particular  line  of  direction  wtfii 
any  one  of  the  great  depositee  of  Pennsylvania;  and  iij 
landholder  who  has  not  had  leisure  to  pay  morh  •it'nttrai 
to  practical  geology,  and  who  has  been  told  that  anthracite 
is  always  non-bitumtnoiis,  is  readily  to  be  excuae*)  wnw, 
upon  finding  bituminous  coal  on  his  lands,  hecontfitotbc 
willmg  conclusion  that  they  are  within  tbe  great  bitumui- 
ous  coal  field.  The  public  mind  can  only  be  propertr  «>- 
lightened  on  auch  impoitant  aubjccts  by  minute  and  ac- 
curate surveys  conducted  hy  men  of  approved  experienct 
All  the  complexity  of  the  phenomena  I  have  spokeo  ol 
would  then  be  reduced  to  an  intelligible  and  »n«*™^!* 
system ;  the  topographical  position  of  the  ridges  would  ve 
accurately  laid  down,  their  mineralogical  chsracter  vm 

•  Mr.  Richard  C  Taylor,  in  his  \'aliiablB  paper  "on  *%"•'»"? 
position  ofth**  transition  and  secondary  coal  formations  in/'J"^ 
vania,and  dfBcripiion  of  some  trHnattion  coal  and  W""""  .^-g 
ihraciio,"  &c..  has  sufficiently  proved  that  the  wppoard  biium'.  ^JJ 
veins  oTBroadiop  tuounuin,  Bedford  county,  Pennsyl\'an»».W'.^^ 
the  anthracite  region  (See  Transactions  of  ihe  Geolof iol  >"<■'?^ 
Ponniylvania,  vol.  1,  partM,  pace  177,  1835.)  Th«P  Wub"^ 
anthradiee  were  mentioned  i 
the  instances  wliich  show  a  ^ 
siatent  with  the  general  opinion  e 
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be  truly  described,  everj  locality  woukl  be  identified  and 
have  ita  proximate  mineral  value  fixed. 

The  next  formation  succerding  to  the  old  red  sandstone, 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  is  the  carbonifiBrous  lime- 
atone,  the  base  of  a  group  of  coal -bearing  beds,  in  which 
the  coal  is  most  develeped  in  the  superior  member,  which 
has  consequently  received  the  distinct  name  of  eoal  meas- 
ures. The  order  in  which  the  members  of  this  group  suc- 
ceed each  other  in  both  hemispheies,  is  represented  in  the 
following  table ;  *  the  agreement  in  the  mutual  order  of 
succession  of  the  beds  of  this  series  is  not  more  remarkable 
than  that  which  prevails  in  the  lower  part  of  the  column. 
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Although  there  is  a  true  succession  of  the  beds  just 
enumerated  in  this  group,  yet  it  by  no  means  occurs  that 
the  members  of  the  group  are  all  found  in  the  countries 
where  the  formations  even  exist.  In  some  instances  many 
of  the  beds  are  entirely  deficient,  and  in  numerous  cases 
they  are  extremely  thick,  whilst  in  others  scarce  a  trace  of 
them  appears  even  to  have  been  deposited.  In  some  coun- 
tries the  coal  measures  are  entirely  distinct  from  the  mill- 
etone  grit  and  shale,  and  carboniferous  limestone,  whilst  in 
others  they  are  almost  blended  together  by  alterations  of 
sandstones,  limestones,  and  shales.  In  the  State  of  Mary- 
land,  pursuing  the  road  from  Hancock  to  Frostburg,  near 


*  The  EuropesD  part  is  taken  from  Mr.  Phillips's  admirable  work 
'  lilustratious  of  ihs  Geology  of  Yorkshire,"  p.  11,  London,  1836. 


Cumberland,  the  carboniferous  limestone  does  not  develop 
itself,  as  in  the  Western  country,  in  extensive  horizontal 
areas.  On  leaving  the  highly  inclined  Silurian  rocks,  red 
shales  and  sandstones  succeed  to  each  other.  At  Flintstona 
there  are  beds  of  limestone  containing  abundance  of  organic 
remains  having  a  strong  affinity  to  those  of  ihe  carbonil^- 
ous  limestone,  but  to  these  immediately  succeed  alternating 
sandstones,  shales,  and  slaty  limestones;  and  thus  the 
country  rises  from  Cumberland  to  Frostburg,  abont  lydOO.^ 
feet,  where  is  one  of  the  richest  and  most  regular  develop- 
ments of  the  coal  measures  in  the  United  States,  with  lit- 
tle indication,  except  what  is  gathered  from  fossils,  of  that 
carboniferous  limestone  which  has  such  a  splendid  extension 
in  various  parts  of  the  Western  country,  and  through 
which  the  Mississippi  flows  more  than  a  thousand  miles.* 
It  is  the  very  reverse  of  the  picture  which  the  same  forma- 
tions present  on  descending  the  countiy  from  the  Comber- 
land  mountains,  by  the  way  of  Sparta,  to  Nashville,  in 
Tennessee.  At  the  summit  of  those  mountains,  the  sand- 
stone contains  nothing  more  than  indications  of  bituminous 
coal,  whilst,  on  descending,  the  carboniferous  limestone 
immediately  develops  itself,  in  great  force,  to  a  depth 
of  eight  hundred  feet,  to  where  the  Cumberland  river  loses 
itself  In  Ohio ;  resembling  in  a  degree  the  calcareoua  masses 
in  England  and  Wales  which  have  given  rise  to  the  name 
of  mountain  limestone.  The  conglomeratea  likewise,  whieh 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  alternate  with  the  lower  beds 
of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  in  others  are  entirely  de- 
tached from.it,  and  form  the  upper  bed  of  the  old  red  sand- 
stone, as  is  more  frequently  the  case  in  Europe.  These 
local  dififerences  in  the  condition  of  proximate  beds»  whilst 
they  show  an  bregularily  of  action  in  particular  localities^ 
prove  that  the  same  cause  to  which  they  owe  their  origin 
operited  to  produce  these  analogous  deposites  in  both 
hemispheres.  Extreme  as  the  difference  is  between  the 
state  and  extent  of  the  carboniferous  limestone  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  equally  remarkable  in  Eu- 
rope, especially  in  Great  Britain.  There,  no  district  where 
this  formation  prevails,  can  scarcely  be  said  to  furnish  a 
perfect  mineral  type  to  compare  with  that  of  any  other  part 
of  the  country,  so  much  are  the  calcareous  deposites  varied 
by  alternations  of  shale,  the  thinning  out  of  beds,  and 
other  incidents.  An  adequate  knowledge  of  the  organic 
remains  belonging  to  this  formation  will  however  be  a  suffi- 
cient guide  to  the  student  to  identify  the  deposite. 

The  great  purity  of  moat  of  the  beds  of  the  carboniferous 
limestone  furniMies  strong  evidence  that  they  have  been  de- 
posited from  mineral  waters  holding  carbonate  of  lime  in 
chemical  solutions  as  we  find  them  doing  in  our  times.  It 
is  tme  some  of  the  beds  are  intermixed  with  argillaceona 
matter,  and  hence  become  less  fitted  for  economical  pur- 
poses; but  this  ctrcmnslance  disposes  to  the  belief  that 
tbeee  strata  had  their  origin  from  below^  rather  than  from 
the  destroctlon  of  pre-existent  continent^  an  opinion  which 
some  have  entertained,  since,  in  this  latter  case,  the  hete- 
rogeneous admixture  must  have  been  more  general.  A 
great  number  of  the  beds  are  leaded  with  nodules  and 
layers  of  chert,  resembling,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  in 
their  connexion  with  the  limestone,  the  manner  in  which 
detached  masses  and  layers  of  flint  are  fouud  lying  in  the 
chalk  formation.  The  beds  of  the  Cumberland  river,  two 
or  three  miles  above  Nashville,  and  those  near  Ueicula- 
neum,  on  the  Mississippi,  furnish  striking  instances,  es- 
pecially at  this  last-named  place,  of  the  parallel  dii>|X)sition 
of  the  cherty  layers. 

The  next  formation  in  the  series  is  the  milkUne  grit 
and  $hale,  the  inferior  part  of  which,  when  well  defined, 
consists  of  shales,  with  occasional  beds  of  limestone  and 
coal.  The  upper  part  is  made  up  of  coarse  sandstones  or 
grit,  with  pebbles  of  quartz.     This  is  an  extensive  fom>a- 


*  This  is  ihe  prepondetaUng  f.>nnatloA  of  Ireland. 
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lion  in  England,  occapying  a  considerable  area  in  the  cen- 
tral paru  of  that  country,  between  the  63d  and  54th  paral- 
lela  of  latitode,  where  it  divides  the  great  coal  field  of  the 
Urge  manufacturing  towns,  and  runs  up  alongside  of  the 
carboniferous  limestone  to  the  coal  measures  of  the  northern 
counties.  As  it  proceeds  to  the  north,  its  character  is  less 
defined  and  the  formations  between  which  it  lies  run 
more  immediately  into  each  other,  presenting  regular 
Htrata  of  limestone,  with  numerous  subordinate  beds  of 
coal.  In  the  United  Sutes  the  millstone  grit  and  shale  is 
cut  through  by  the  Cumberland  river,  in  Whitely  county, 
Kentucky,  to  a  depth  of  700  feet ;  the  oonglonMrate  part 
being  about  600  feet  thick,  and  the  shale,  with  three  hori- 
lontal  good  veins  of  bituminous  coal,  each  from  three  and 
a  half  to  four  and  a  half  feet  thick,  being  about  200  feeU 
At  the  gap  of  Will's  mountain,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cumber^ 
land,  there  is  a  fine  exhibition  of  this  formation,  in  an  es- 
carpment between  800  and  900  feet.  The  inferior  is  a  red- 
dish chocolate-colored  shale,  of  which  the  superior  and 
greater  portion  is  a  gray  quartzose  sandstone.  On  rising 
Uie  Alleghany  mountain*  from  Shellburgb,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Xhd  quartioee  conglomerate  incumbent  on  the  shale 
is  found  near  the  summit  Mr.  R.  G,  Taylor,  in  his  in- 
•tructive  papec  accompanying  "  a  section  of  the  All<|Fghany 
mountain  and  Moshannon  valley,  in  Centre  county,  Penn- 
cylvania,"  f  notices  the  same  '<  conglomerate  rock  or  pud- 
ding stone,  composed  of  white  quarts  pebbleSi  set  in  a 
eoaiae  grit,"  as  underlying  the  inferior  beds  of  the  bitumi- 
nous coal  laeasores. 

The  coal  maaswes  osually  consist  of  repeated  alterna- 
tions of  micaceous  sandstones  in  thick  beds»  or,  when  thin- 
jier,  in  incoherent  lamina,  alternating  with  shales ;  shales, 
beds  of  iron  stone,  fire  clay,  bituminous  coal,  an^  occasional 
beds  of  limestone.  In  these  circumstances,  the  great  coal 
fields  of  South  Waleci,  central  England,  northern  England, 
•Sootland,  Ireland*  and  the  other  great  coal  countries  of  Eu- 
rope all  agree.  There  is  perhaps  not  a  section  to  be  ob- 
tained from  any  mine  in  any  of  these  districts,  for  which 
aometbing  like  an  equivalent  could  not  be  found  in  the  other 
districts,  as  to  their  general  approzimatiog  chanoter.  The 
veins  vary  in  width,  from  seams  of  a  minute  proportionate 
•part  of  an^inch  to  upwards  of  thirty  feet,  and,  together  with 
the  veins  of  ironstone  and  aiigillaceous  iron  ores,  4x>n8ti- 
tute,  as  is  generally  known,  a  most  important  part  of  the 
wealth  of  the  British  empire.  The  stroctura  of  the  Western 
bituminous  coal  measures  of  the  United  States  resembles 
closely  those  of  Europe,  except  in  the  circumstances  that 
they  are  not  so  much  dislocated  4iy  distui^ances  firom  be- 
low ;  and  one  of  the  objects  of  this  sketch  of  the  structure 
of  the  geological  column  being  principally  to  show  the  gen- 
eral agreement  in  the  order  of  the  succession  of  rocks  in  both 
hemispheres  which  the  coal  itself  makes  sufilciently  mani- 
fest, I  shall  defer  the  particular  consideration  of  the  coal 

.  measures  of  thu  country  to  another  part  of  this  report 

Being  now  arrived  at  the  point  where  that  deficiency  in 
the  United  States  of  no  less  than  twenty-one  important 
strata  of  European  rocks,  estimated  to  contain  a  geological 
thickness  of  6,600  feet,  commences,  beginnbig  with  the 
Exeter  red  conglomerate,  and  ending  with  the  weald  clsy, 
both  inclusive,  (a  very  remarkable  deficiency,  which  I  was 
the  fint  to  point  ont,  in  the  yean  1826,)  I  shall  merely  ad- 
vert to  the  prominent  characters  of  the  difierent,raineral  beds, 
that  any  student  into  whose  hands  this  report  may  come, 
may  hitv^  an  opportunity  of  applying  those  charactera  to 
any  >ocks  he  may  meet  with,  which  are  not  in  accordance 
with  those  of  the  rocks  hitherto  alluded  to.  In  an  economi- 

.  cal  point  of  view,  the  formations  in  question,  not  contain- 
ing the  precious  metals,  or  much  of  the  useful  ones,  or  em- 
bracing any  important  deposite  of  coal|  are  not  so  much  to 

*  This  is  ihe  general  nani<*  given  to  ihat  lofty  ridge  whicli  scpar- 
%xr%  Uie  bituminous  coal  measures  from  \(i\  uihor  AllestiaiiT  ridges. 
t  Monthly  American  Journal  of  Geology  sad  Naiaral  Scieace  p.  433. 


be  regreUed,  except,  perhaps,  on  the  score  of  the  ftnefrce. 
stones  they  include ;  but  nothing,  as  will  hereafter  be  seen 
can  exceed  the  surprising  interest  which  the  organic  re-' 
mains  embraced  in  them  have  excited. 

We  now  come  to  a  series  of  foimationt/conBtitating  the 
new  red  Bondaione  group,  which  varies  very  mach  in  iu 
structure  in  Uifierent  portions  of  Europe.  The  vhole  group, 
however,  may  be  divided  into  five  portioni— the  variega- 
ted marla  o(  the  Vosges  in  France,  the  mutckelkalk  of 
Wurtemberg  and  other  parts  of  Germany,  the  new  nd  or 
varicgaled  uuidtione,  the  magneaian  Umettone  or  zeche- 
^teirtt  and  the  Exeter  red  eonghmerate  or  iodlliegendt. 
These  will  be  briefly  noticed  in  the  ascending  order. 

The  Exeter  red  conghmeraie,  or  supposed  equiraleot  of 
todtliegendea,  is  a  congloiperate  formed  of  beds  which  have 
preceded  it,  fragments  of  the  carboniferous  limestooe  form- 
ing a  considerable  portion  of  its  structure.  It  ii  calletl  io 
Germany  todtliegende  or  dead  stratum,  in  conlradurtinction 
to  a  bod  of  copper  slate  which  rests  upon  it,  and  vbichii 
worked  for  the  metal  it  aflbrds,  itself  producing  none. 

The  magnenan  limestone  or  zecfulein  varici  very  moA 
in  England  and  Germany.  Professor  Sedgwick*  hu  tic- 
scribed  this  formation  with  great  ability  and  detail  u  it  ex- 
ists in  the  north  of  England,  considering  it  the  equivtleiil 
of  the  zechsteinf  of  Germany.  In  Nottingham,  Derliy- 
shire,  Yorkshire,  and  Durham,  however,  it  difien  eMDtial- 
ly  in  structure  and  arrangement,  consisting  of  marl;  ihtff 
and  compact' and  shelly  limestones,  with  a  great  ceotnl  lie- 
posite  of  yellow  magnesian  limestone,  both  compect  ud 
laminated.  Some  of  the  beds  liave  an  extraordioaiy  quin« 
tity  of  magnesia  contained  in  them,  whilst  othen,  «^  ii- 
regular  concretions  of  crystalline  limestone,  have  no  mig; 
neaia,  but  occasionally  an  oolitic  structure.  The  fouil 
fishes  found  in  this  formation  resemble  thoee  of  the  kupftr- 
tchiefery  or  copper  slate  of  Germany.  The  Germtn  bedi 
of  this  formation  are  provincially  called  *<  asehe,"  (the 
loose  marl,)  **stink8tein,"  (fetid  limestone,)  nucbwicb^ 
zechstein,  and  kupferschiefer.  The  raudiwache,  vrben 
very  porous  or  rather  cellular,  has  often  a  thicknese  of  froo 
forty  to  fifty  feet.  The  kupferschiefer  has  a  mean  ibid- 
ness,  in  the  Mansfeldt  country  in  Thnringia,  Fnneoui, 
and  the  Hartz,  of  about  one  foot. 
'  The  neU3  red  or  variegated  sandstone  is  named  aHer  ibe 
colon  red,  white,  blue,  and  green,  which  distinguiih  tlui 
rock  In  some  parts  of  Germany  it  includes  coDgiomentM. 
Rocksalt  and  gypsum  are  found  in  it.  Occasionally  the  min 
it  contains  is  sufiiciently  abundant  to  render  it  scbistocc. 

The  musehelkalk,  which  is  deficient  in  Great  Britiis, 
is  a  gray  compact  limestone,  passing  into  marls. 

The  variegated  marls  of  the  Vosges  pass  into  tbe  liu, 
the  sqperincumbent  formatioD.  They  are  generally  of" 
red  and  greenish  color,  and  contain  dark  echiilose  aeaoi 
and  thin  beds  of  cjuartzose  sandstone.  Salt  and  gypton 
are  found  in#the  inferior  part.  The  passage  of  thurxk 
into  the  lias  is  not  marked  in  England  by  these  cbiiicttt- 
istic  marU.  If  there  are  any  rocks  in  the  United  StatM 
which  deserve  to  be  examined  with  the-most  precise  accu- 
racy, with  a  view  to  institute  a  comparison  with  tbe  rotm- 
bera  of  this  group,  I  should  point  to  those  which  are  iado- 
dcd  in  Mr.  Hitchcock's  paper  ion  the  geology  of  the  Con- 
necticut, where,  amidst  red  argillaceous  schistose  sand.<tone, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  fossil  fish  are  found  in  i 
bed  of  bituminous  shale  of  a  mean  thickness  of  about  teo 
feet.  Mr.  Hitchcock  states  in  that  paper  that  Mr.  Brt^* 
niart  was  of  opinion  the  Connecticut  formation  had  tiie 
strongest  resemblance  to  that  of  the  bitnmtnoos  0trl<lit0 

♦  Transactions  of  the  Geological  Society  of  I/»ndon,  toI  3.  p^^-J 
«  On  the  geological  relations  and  internal  sinicuue  of  the  iDt^ong 
limestone,  and  tbe  lower  poitions  of  the  new  red  sandstone seno,  sc 
By  tlie  Rev.  Adam  Sodgwick,"  kc,  .  ,.<. 

t  Fonnerly  the  provincial  name  of  a  single  bed,  now  uie»cJ«iB- 
name  of  a  series  or  beds. 

^SilUmans's  Journal,  vol.  6,  p,  7a 
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of  the  copper  minei  in  the  coantry  of  MMsfeMt  and  Hesie, 
•nd  that  he  Oid  not  coniider  the  occanrpnce  of  thin  bedf  or 
Teina  of  coal  aa  opposed  to  his  opinion,  which  of  coarse 
W8B  founded  upon  description  and  upon  specimens.  These 
seams  of  coal  are  thin,  not  exceeding  one  inch,  yet  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  have  induced  Mr.  Hitchcock,  in  his 
minute  and  admirable  paper  for  the  period  in  which  it  was 
drawn  up,  (1823,)  to  name  it  the  coal  formation,  a  term 
which  invites  a  great  deal  of  investigation,  on  account  of 
the  great  value  of  the  results  connected  with  it.  I  would 
remark  here,  that  the  occurrence  of  seams  of  bitumbious 
coal  by  no  means  identifies  the  rocks  in  which  they  are 
found  with  the  regular  coal  measures,  since,  without  speak- 
ing of  other  portions  of  the  geological  column^  it  is  stated 
by  Professor  Puach*  that  seams  of  cpal  from  three  to 
twenty-five  inches  thick  are  found  in  Poland  between  the 
moachelkalk  and  the  oolitic  series,  in  the  very  group  now 
under  consideration — a  circumstance  which  strengthens  the 
analogy  between  this  group  in  Europe  and  the  coal  forma- 
tion of  Connecticut.  To  this  may  be  added  the  important 
fact  of  the  presence  of  copper  in  both  formation?,  which, 
although  existing  under  different  conditions  in  each  of  them, 
may  have  been  produced  in  each  by  the  sanie  cause.  In 
Germany  the  copper  is  obtained  from  the  stratum  of  slate 
in  which  it  is  distributed,  and  -which,  as  has  before  been 
observed,  reposes  upon  the  conglomerate  bed  below ;  whilst 
in  Connecticut  the  carboniferous  rocks  alternate  with  intru- 
sive rocks,  and  the  copper,  according  to  Mr.  Hitchcock,  it 
**  faund  on  the  margin  of  the  greenstone  ahd  coal  fbrma*- 
tion,  and  the  veins  always  pasa,  either  laterally  or  perpetf- 
dicolarly,  from  one  rock  into  the  other."  The  presence  of 
the  copper,  in  both  instances,  is  probably  owing  to  the  dik- 
turbance  which  in  the  one  instance  produced  the  con 
glomerate  on  which  the  kupfersciefer  rests,  and  m  the 
other  to  the  intrusion  of  the  greenstone  beds  amongst  the 
beds  of  the  coal  formation,  laying,  frequently  at  an  angle 
of  40  degrees  with  the  horizon,  beds  which  originally  were 
deposited  on  a  horixontal  line.  My  own  observations  of 
those  Connecticut  carbon iferon^s  beds,  which  have  Been 
made  at  various  intervals,  whilst  passing  too  rapidly  through 
the  country,  have  led  me  to  the  opinion  that  they  form  part 
of  the  regular  coal  measures  very  partially  deposited  in  this 
portion  of  the  United  States. 

The  iUu  is  considered  to  be  the  lowest  formation  of  the 
oolitic  series  of  rocks,  so  called  from  the  calcareous  beds  of 
the  series  being  distinguished  by  the  general  prevalence  of 
a  peculiar  structure,  their  substance  being  more  or  leas 
composed  of  small  ovula  or  concentric  egg-form  grains  of 
carbonate  of  lime,  resembling  the  roe  ef  a  fish,  from  which 
resemblance  it  was  usual  once  amongst  mineralogists  to  de- 
nominate oolite  rock  roestone.-f  In  Great  Britain,  and  on 
the  continent  of  Europe',  this  rormatiorrhas  a  very  general 
character,  sometimes  masses  of  argillaceous  marls  predom- 
inating, and  at  other  times,  etipecially  in  the  lower  portions 
of  the  formation,  beds  of  limestone,  with  an  occanional 
oolitic  structure.  In  England  this  deposite  traverses  the 
whole  kingdom,  the  general  direction  being  east  of  north, 
in  a  somewhat  curved  line,  from  near  50°  SO'  to  about 
64^  80^  north  latitude.  In  that  country  the  mass  of  the 
deposite  consists  of  a  blue  clay,  somewhat  bituminous  and 
exceedingly  pyritiferous^  containing  numerous  courses  of 
iron  stone  and  aeptarious  nodules.  Arenaceous  limestones 
and  beds  of  sandstones  are  inclosed  in  this,  and,  towards 
the  bottom,  very  characteristic  beds  of  pure  blue  and  while 
limestones,  useful  as  lithographic  stones.  This  structure 
of  the  mass  gives  it  an  external  appearance,  which  distin- 
gaishes  it  se  much  from  alt  other  formations  and  groups 
that  it  is  impossible  to  mistake  its  characters.  But  the  sur- 
prisingly interesting  organic  remains  which  are  entombed 

*  Jbamal  de  Geologle. 

t  Some  beds  of  the  cartxNiilecoQS  limestone  ore  ooUtk  in  the  tlnitsd 
Sutss,  which  is  the  case  in  the  same  fannation  in  EuBope. 


in'it^  and  which  will  be  hereafter  alladed  to,  have  establish- 
ed its  still  more  general  character,  wherever  it  has  been  ob- 
served. T  have  not  seen  any  thing  resembling  it  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.* 

It  will  be  evident  to  all  who  consider  the  general  structure 
of  the  oolitic  aieries,  that  it  coifld  not  have  escaped  obser-  \ 
vation  had  it  existed  within  those  parts  of  the  United  Statea 
which  are  known  to  geologists ;  for,  taking  it  as  a  mass,  aa 
it  is  found  in  Europe,  where,  ftt)m  local  causes  perhaps, 
some  of  it#  members  are  irregularly  distributed,  it  presents 
three  distinct  argillo-calcareous  depositee  of  a  mean  thick* 
ness  of  abotit  five  hundred  feet,  alternating  with  other  de- 
positee of  a  calcareous  and  sometimes  arenaceous  structure. 
These  three  argillaceous  masses  are  the  lias,  the  Oxford 
clay,  and  Kimmeridge  clay,  and  the  causes  which  deposi- 
ted' them  have  been  so  general  as  to  have  been  simaltaile- 
ously  in  action  in  Engisnd,-  Prance,  and  Germany. 

8ome  of  the  English  writers  have  found  it  convenient  to 
separate  the  oolitie  series  into  four  divisions,  placing  the 
Portland  oolite  and  the  Kimmeridge  day  in  the  first  divi- 
sion, (descending  order,)  the  coral  rag  and  Oxford  clay  in 
the  second,  the  cornbrash,  the  forest  marble,  the  Bradford 
clay,  the  great  oolite,  the  fuller's  earth,  and  inferior  oolite, 
in  the  thinl,  and  the  lias  in  the  fourth. 

The  third  division,  now  about  to  be  noticed,  is  generally 
called  the  lower  or  bath  oolite  formation,  on  account  of 
the  beauty  and  value,  for  architectural  purposes,  of  the 
freestone  taken  from  the  great  oolite  bed  near  bath. 

The  inferior  oolite  is  in  some  places  an  arenaceous  de- 
posite, sometimes  superimposed  by  limestones,  with  occas- 
sional oolitie  iron  ore,  and  underlies  a  stratum  of  pure 
alttmineus  earth,  called  fuller's  earth.  In  Yorkshire  this 
bed  is  fermginous  and  sbeHy  in  its  fracture,  and  is  subja- 
cent to  sandstones  amd  shales,  whh  scams  of  bituminous  coal. 

Tht  fuller's  earth  is  not  a  g^eral  deposite,  but  is  found 
very  valuable  in  the  useful  arts. 

The  great  ooKte  is  the  distinguishing  member  of  this 
divlsieh,  and  furniriiea  the  freestone  for  the  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings  at  Bath,  in  England,  as  well  as  in  Norman- 
dy and  other  parts  of  the  continent. 

The  Bradford  clay  is  a  partial  deposite,  remarkable  for 
its  very  perfect  specimens  of  apiocrinites  rotundus,  or  the 
round,  pear-shaped  encrinlte. 

The  forest  marble  is  a  coane,  shelly,  oolitic  limestone, 
associated  with  sands  and  sandy  accretions.  It  is  a  remark- 
able bed  in  the  geological  history  of  the  series  for  having 
produced  the  first  specimen  of  a  quadruped,  the  diJelphis 
backlandi,  an  extinct  species  of  opossum. 

The  cornbrash  is  a  coarse,  shelly  limestone,  owing  its 
somewhat  dissonant  name  to  the  facility  with  which  it  dis- 
integrates and  yields  to  the  plough,  being,  according  to  the 
old  provincial  term,  braahy  or  breaky  enough  \o  enalde  the 
plough  to  prepare  the  surface,  where  this  rock  prevails,  for 
wheat,  always  called  corn  In  England.  In  YorkHliire  the 
sandstones,  shales,  and  seams  of  coal  repeated,  are  sub- 
jacent to  this  stratum,  and  are  conceded  to  be  the  equiva- 
lents of  Mr.  Murchison's  coal  seams  of  Brora,  in  the 
oolitic  group  of  Scotland,  which  he  firit  descrilieJ. 

The  Oxford  clay  is  a  dense,  blue,  argillocalcaraous 
mass,  including  stony  beds  called  Kelhway  rock.  This 
is  an  extensive  deposite,  as  well  on  the  continent  as  In 
Englind,  where,  with  its  associate  membera  of  the  oolitic 
series,  it  describes  an  incurved  line  through  the  kingdom, 
following  th«  course  of  the  lias. 

•  1  do  not  kttow  whether  the  writera  on  American  geology)  (Sillimaa^ 
Journal,  Oa.  Id36,  Jan.  1836,)  who  still  conUnue  to  describe  various 
members  uf  the  carboniferous  liuiesione  as  the  equivalent  of  ihe  lias, 
have  evPT  been  in  Europe  and  have  examined  the  lias  beds  there.  I 
should  dlDk  not.  Having  had  suflteient  opportnnlUesof  comparing 
the  American  localities  refenred  to,  with  the  lias  in  various  pans  m 
Europe,  I  can  but  repeat  that  the  characteristic  fusiils  of  the  lias  have 
not  been  seen  herSf  and  that  the  mineral  aAnities  of  the  American 
beds  iu  question,  as  well  as  ibelr  (usiils,  class  them  beyond  a  doubt  in 
the  carboniferogs  limestone. 
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The  coral  rag  is  ui  oolitic  rock,  Ijing  between  an  up- 
per and  lower  calcartons  grit  in  the  north  of  England. 
The  ovula  are  frequently  as  large  as  peas,  which  has  oc- 
casioned the  rock  in  certain  localities  to  be  called  pisolite. 
This  depoaite  is  remarkable  in  some  lecalitiea  for  its  abun- 
dance of  coral  structure,  and  deserves  notice  as  separating 
those  two  great  argillo-calcareous  depositee  betwixt  which 
it  lies. 

The  Kimineridge  day  is  a  calcareous  clay,  of  a  blue 
color,  which,  like  the  other  great  argillaceous  deposites, 
conUins  sepUria,  besides  lignites. 

The  Portland  oolite  is  the  bed  which  produces  the  fine 
freestone  called  in  England  Portland  stone ;  it  is  found 
both  compact  and  oolitic,  is  disposed  to  be  cherty,  and  con- 
tains, towards  the  bottom,  green  sandy  beds. 

The  Purbeck  Itmettone  is  superincumbent  to  the  oolitic 
series;  its  general  structure  is  clays,  embracing  beds  of 
limestone  with  ironstone. 

The  Hastings  sand  consists  of  various  colored  sands 
and  sandstones,  containing  lignites  and  coarse  grits. 

The  weald  clay,  wo  denominated  from  the  weald  of  Sus- 
sex, is  a  stiff,  slaty  clay,  containing  ironstone,  allemating 
towards  the  bottom  with  sands,  and  embracmg  beds  of 
fresh-water  limestone. 

We  have  now  reached  llie  cretaceous  group,  where  we 
again  find  an  appearance  of  equivalents  in  this  country  to 
the  European  formations.  The  lower  part  of  this  group 
has  been  usually  called  the  green  sand  formation,  from  ito 
abounding  in  green-colored  grains,  which,  upon  analysis, 
give  silex,  protoxide  of  iron,  alumina  and  potash.  They 
are  the  distinguishing  mineral  characteristics  of  its  struc- 
ture wherever  it  has  been  observed,  but  do  not  obtain  in 
the  central  portion  of  the  formation,  where  a  strong  bed  of 
arenaceous  and  calcareous  clay,  called  gaulit  divides  it  into 
three  portions,  the  lower  green  sand^  the  gault,  and  the 
upper  green  sand. 

The  lower  green  sand  is  very  ferruginous,  containing 
beds  of  sand  more  indurated  towards  the  bottom,  with 
limestone  in  some  localities. 

The  gauU  is  a  bed  of  grayish  blue  clay,  effervescing 
strongly,  and  containing  fossils  which  have  a  very  fine  na- 
cre frequently. 

The  upper  green  sand  is  a  mass  of  stratified  sands,  con- 
taining a  large  portion  of  the  green  grains,  and  occasion- 
ally green  or  reddish  nodules,  which  upon  analysis  have 
yielded  phosphates  in  great  proportions.  Thick  regular 
seams  of  chert  are  also  sometimes  found  in  it 

The  upper  part  of  this  group  consists  of  the  chalk  marl, 
the  lower  chalk,  and  the  upper  chalk,  all  of  which  appear 
to  be  deficient  in  the  United  States.  The  mineralogical 
.  characters  of  these  two  last  members  of  the  cretaceous 
group  are  so  well  known,  the  carbonate  of  lime  of  which 
they  consist,  on  account  of  ita  pure  white  color  and  ita 
loose  state  of  induration,  being  so  conspicuously  different 
from  any  other  known  mineral,  that  the  student  is  in  no 
need  for  any  other  guide  to  assist  him  in  discriminating  be- 
.  tween  this  and  any  other  rocks  he  may  meet  They  have 
not  yet  been  noticed  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
/This  is  not  the  case  with  the  lower  members  of  the  creta- 
ceous group,  which  form  a  very  extensive  but  very  irregular 
lins^  from  New  Jersey  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Mandan 
country,  in  about  latitude  47°  north,  a  line  which  was 
more  particularly  noticed  in  my  report  of  last  year.*  This 
lower  division  of  the  cretaceous  group  for  a  great  portion 
of  this  distance  has  a  common  mineral  character  not  much 
dissimilar  to  that  of  the  tame  depoaites  in  Europe ;  but  the 
agreement  in  the  fossil  bodies  found  in  it  is  so  strong  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  whatever  of  our  having  the  equivalents 
of  the  green  sand  formation  of  Europe  in  th«  United 
Slates.  There  are  also  satisfactory  reasons  for  believing 
that  these  beds  are  deposited  for  much  the  greater  part  of 
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that  tine,  if  not  upoB  the  whole  of  it,  on  the  loweitbedi 
•f  the  primary  order,  so  that  the  line  itaelf  may  be  coDiid- 
ered  as  representing  the  shore  of  the  ancient  ocean  which 
deposited  these  beds.  The  localities  of  these  beds  in  ths 
United  States  are  New  Jersey,  some  pointi  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Potomac  river,  Maryland,  and  near  Coggio'i 
point,  on  the  right  bank  of  James  river,  Virginia,  wbcrt 
they  are  generally  covered  over  by  the  tertiary.  Faitber 
south  the  coast  lies  so  k>w  that  the  inferior  beds  of  tbt  ter- 
tiary are  below  the  water  level,  but,  scarce  as  natural  hc- 
tlona  are,  the  beds  sometimes  reappear  as  the  copatiy  riiei 
in  the  interior,  and  at  Prairie  blun,  on  the  Alabama  rim, 
and  in  the  neighboring  country,  are  rich  in  the  tubcreta- 
ceous  fossils.  From  thence  they  may  be  traced  at  nxvm 
pointa  along  this  ancient  shore,  on  the  west  ot  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  in  Arkansas,  in  Hempstead  and  Sevier  coun- 
ties, westward,  to  the  Kiamesha,  near  Fort  Towton,  ind 
so  on  up  the  False  Washita,  till  the  line  deflecU  to  the 
north  and  runs  up  to  the  Black  hills,  terminating  probably 
south  of  the  Mandan  country. 

The  last  three  deposites  of  the  column  fonnin;  the  ter- 
tiary order  have  also  their  repreeentatives  in  this  cotiatij, 
their  mineral  character,  taking  them  in  a  maa«,  haviog  i 
strong  general  resemblance,  which  is  completely  eslaUiih- 
ed  by  their  organic  contents,  and  their  common  position, 
so  near  the  surface,  in  the  geological  column ;  but,  in  the 
numerous  parte  of  the  world  where  they  occur,  the  leriei 
of  claya  and  sands  and  imperfect  limestones  which  (bey 
exhibit,  are  so  irregularly  distributed,  that  no  one  lonlitj 
can  be  set  up  as  a  general  type.  Formerly,  their  miienl 
character  was  principally  relied  upon  for  their  cUinfici- 
tion,  but  of  late  a  new  arrangement  has  been  applied  to 
them,  the  basis  of  which  is  their  supposed  prozimitj  to  the 
present  order  of  nature,  evidenced  by  the  respective  pi«- 
portions  of  fossil  shells  they  contain  of  species  which  eiiA 
at  present.     Of  this  a  fuller  explanation  will  be  given. 

Before  any  thing  further  in  said  of  the  lower  di»i«oD  <rf 
the  tertiary,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  opinion  which 
prevailed  some  time  ago  that  there  was  a  distinct  teptri- 
tion  between  the  superior  part  of  the  chalk  and  the  loseit 
bed  of  the  tertiary,  as  if  geological  causes  had  ceased  for  i 
while,  has  been  brought  into  doubt  by  more  extended  in- 
vestigations. It  was  known  long  ago  that  the  surface  of 
the  chalk  had  been  greatly  abraded,  and  the  beds  ofpbiue 
clay  which  succeed  to  it  in  some  parte  of  England  are  ei- 
ceedingly  loaded  with  nodules  of  flint  washed  out  of  it. 
The  deposite  of  Mont  St.  Pierre,  also  in  the  MaestricM 
district  on  the  continent,  which  differs  from  the  chalk  tnd 
the  lowest  tertiary  beds,  having  a  distinct  mineral  chinc- 
ter,  and  containing  fossils  not  common  to  the  chalk,  ^^ 
ed  a  real  passage  from  the  chalk  to  the  tertiary.  Sioubr 
observations  have,  been  made  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 
There  is  a  most  interesting  paper  connected  with  this  nfr- 
ject  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Geological  Society  of  wb- 
don,  vol.  3,  part  2d,  accompanied  with  plates  of  the  Goua 
and  Styria  fossils,  and  a  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  nl- 
ley  of  Gosau,  in  the  Salxburgh  Alps,  by  Mrs.  Charlojl* 
Murchison.  In  this  paper  Professor  Sedgwick  and  Mr. 
MurchJson,  after  a  careful  examination  of  a  series  of  bedi 
lying  between  the  chalk  and  the  tertiary,  have,  after  a  i^ 
rond  investigation  made  by  Mr.  Murchison  for  that  pur- 
pose, come  to  the  decision  that  a  aeries  of  blue  mar/n,  iJ- 
ternating  with  compact  limeatone  and  calcareoui  grilj  ^ 
independent  of  and  intermediate  between  the  chalk  tod 
the  lowest  known  beds  of  the  tertiary.  The  dcvelopflieBtt 
of  the  tertiary  beds  are  so  numerous  in  this  country,  (u^ 
a  similar  passage  may  hereafter  be  recognised  htrre. 

The  lower  tertiary  formation  is  subdivided  int^  u» 
London  clay  and  Xh^  plastic  day.  The  bed  called  pItfW 
clay  of  the  Englieh  geologiata  ia  found,  as  well  as  tint  n 
the  vicinity  of  Paris,  lying  upon  the  chalk,  yet  the  Frena 
depoaite,  from  which  it  takea  ita  name,  is  a  true  dav,  ^ 
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pKcable  to  the  plaitie  nsei  of  the  potter,  reeetDhttiiy  the 
colored  clayt  netr  Newcastle,  Belatvare,  whilst  the  depoe- 
ite  in  the  environs  of  London  consists  of  beds  of  flint  and 
pebbles  aftemating  with  sands  and  clay,  yet  has  received 
the  name  of  plastic  clay,  because  it  oceapied  the  same  ge- 
ological position  with  the  French  deposits. 

The  London  clay  is  the  great,  dark-colored,  argillaceous 
mass  opon  which  the  city  of  London  stands.  Its  mineral 
character,  however,  varies :  calc&reons  beds,  with  fossils, 
are  enclosed  in  i^  with  large  septaria.  Although  these 
tvro  elays  have  acquired  distiAct  names,  yet  there  appears 
nothing  in  their  mineral  character,  which  warrants  this 
distinction  being  kept  Up,  or  their  being  considered  other 
than  as  a  series  of  days,  where  the  fossils  preponderate  in 
the  upper  part,  and  the  sand  and  pebbles  in  the  lower. 
This  is  the  eocene  group  of  Mr.  Lyell,  a  compound  Greek 
term,  expressive  of  the  dawn  of  the  present  order  of  na- 
ture, a  small  proportion  of  the  fossils  contained  in  it  be> 
longing  to  species  now  found  living. 

The  middle  tertiary  or  mioeene  beds  have  their  best 
type  in  France,  and  comprehend  the  lower  fresh  water, 
the  upper  marine,  and  the  upper  fresh  water  of  the  vicin- 
ity of  Paris.  The  lower  fresh  water  contains  siliceous 
limestone,  with  gypsum  and  the  bones  of  the  paloetherea 
and  other  extrnet  animals,  end  fresh-water  marls.  The 
upper  marine  consists  of  gypseous  marls,  sands  and  sand- 
stones, and  marine  marls  and  limestone.  The  upper 
fresh  water  contains  millstone  without  shells,  and  fresh 
water  marls.  The  term  mioeene  is  expressive  of  an  in- 
creased number  of  recent  shells  in  its  deposttes,  but  that 
they  are  in  a  minority  as  to  numbers. 

The  upper  tertiary  or  pliocene  includes  the  tertiary  beds 
of  Sicily,  the  crag  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  in  England,  and 
the  sub-Appenine  marls.  These  last  consist  of  various 
deposttes  of  marl,  with  sand  ubounding  in  fossil  shells,  of 
which  upwards  of  40  per  cent,  belong  to  existing  species. 
The  crag  is  found  sometimes  lying  on  the  London  clay, 
sometimes  on  the  chalk.  It  is  a  sort  of  ancient  beach, 
where  sand,  gravel,  earth,  red  ferruginous  sand  with  ochre- 
oas  nodules,  and  coarse  white  and  other  sands,  containing 
vast  quantities  of  fossil  shells,  succeed  to  each  of  her.  The 
proportion  of  recent  shells  is  about  the  siime  as  that  found 
in  the  sub-Appenine  beds,  and  they  are,  thereforo,  deemed 
to  be  of  the  same  age.  The  tertiary  beds  of  Sicily  consist 
of  stratified  marine  depositee  of  clay,  sand,  and  limestone, 
at  great  heighu  above  the  sea,  and  which  contain  95  per 
cent,  of  existing  species.  The  term  pliocene  expresses  n 
majority  of  recent  shells  to  be  present. 

These  tertiary  beds,  which  occupy  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  surface  of  Europe,  are  well  developed  in  the  United 
States,  and  extend  as  far  to  the  south  as  the  country  has 
been  exomined,  usually  accompanying  the  subcretaceous 
beds,  and  covering  a  prodigious  area  towards  the  Atlantic, 
south  of  the  Sute  of  New  York.  The  vast  depositee  of 
tertiary  shells  in  this  area  are  now  in  situations  where  they 
are  a<9cessible,  usefully  applied  to  agric&ltural  purposed, 
eape<!ta1ly  in  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  Virginia.  The 
mineral  character  of  the  deposites  in  which  these  fossils 
are  found,  is  often  formed  by  various-colored  clays  of  a 
▼ery  unctious  character,  occasionally  divided  by  thin 
ferruginous  seams,  sometimes  abounding  with  minute 
crystals  of  selenite,  at  other  times  containing  very  large 
offgf^'S'^to  crystals,  all  of  which  appear  to  owe  their  origin 
to  the  organic  bodies  superincumbent  lo  them.  Some* 
times,  as  in  the  banks  of  the  Ghoptank  river,  in  Talbot 
eouDty,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  beds  of  fossil 
•hells  of  various  genera,  with  a  very  slight  proportion  of 
marly  earth  strewed  amongst  them,  rise  from  15  to  SO  feet 
by  the  water  side,  whilst  in  other  proximate  localities  ex- 
tentfire  areas  seem  to  be  formed  of  nothing  but  fossil  oysters. 
Other  localities,  conuiding  a  great  profusion  of  these  fos- 
sils, are  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Piney  Point,  a  summer 
Vol.  XIV.— a  88 


bathing-place  on  the  Maryland  side,  about  twenty  milee 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac.  Pine  exhibitiona  of  this 
kind,  also,  are  seen  on  the  right  bank  of  James  river,  Vir- 
ginia, extending  southeast  from  the  vicinity  of  City  Point, 
wherever  the  banks  are  high  enough.  Occasionally  cat* 
eareous  masses  are  found  irregularly  distributed  beneath  the 
greeniah  argillaceous  marls,  containing  the  impressions  of 
shells  only,  as  if  their  calcareous  substance  had  been  car- 
ried below  by  the  constant  percolation  of  water.  These 
appearances,  vaiying  with  the  localities,  are  common  to  all 
the  shell  deposites  of  the  tide-water  districts  of  the  Souths 
em  country,  and  may  be  traced,  associated  with  the  sub- 
cretaceous beds,  the  whole  extent  of  the  line  defined  by 
them.  Little  has  been  done  hitherto  to  class  these  varioua 
beds  according  to  the  intelligent  system  proposed  by  Mr. 
Lyell.  This  is  a  task  requiring  the  devotion  of  much  time, 
by  individuals  possessing  a  minute  knowledge  of  oonchol- 
ogy,  and  which  cannot  1m  achieved  in  a  very  short  period.* 

The  geological  column,  of  which  this  slight  sketch  has 
been  given,  finishes  with  the  superficial  soil  opon  which 
we  live.  This  consists  either  of  the  detritus  of  pre-exist- 
ing beds  brought  into  its  place  by  the  agency  of  water,  or 
of  the  decomposed  parts  of  rocks  in  place,  the  decomposi- 
tion of  which  has  been  effected  by  external  causes. 

In  the  preceding  pages  it  has  been  mainly  the  intention 
of  the  writer- to  effect  three  things :  to  furnish  some  guide 
to  the  student  for  the  discrimination  of  beds ;  to  show  that 
the  strata,  with  the  exception  of  the  intrusive  rocks,  have 
come  into  their  places  after  an  invariable  succession ;  and 
that  the  resemblance  between  the  members  of  this  succes- 
sion in  the  United  States  and  the  order  of  the  European 
strata  is  so  strong  as  to  warrant  the  inference  that  they 
have  been  produced  bv  similar  and  contemporaneous  causes. 
In  the  remarks  which  yet  remain  to  be  made,  other  re* 
markable  proofs  will  be  produced  of  these  truths,  derived 
principally  from  the  organic  bodies  found  in'theie  strata, 
it  cannot  escape  an  observer  that  the  rocks  upon  the  habit- 
able surface  of  the  earth,  and  frequently  at  an  elevation  of 
many  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  contain 
fossil  shells  ^nd  the  impressions  'of  animals  that  could 
only  have  existed  in  salt  water;  in  some  instances  the 
beds  are  almost  entirely  composed  of  them.  +  Such  rocks, 
then,  must  have  been  covered  for  long  periods  of  time  by 
the  ocean.  More  extensive  observation  would  show  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  the  earth,  if  not  the 
whole,  has  once  been  in  that  ntuation.  The  student  will 
now  find  himself  lealously  engaged  in  an  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  causes  which  have  either  raised  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean  from  its  ancient  level,  or  depressed  it  to  enable  the 
waters  to  recede.  Happily,  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  investigation ^f  facts  will  enable  him  in  our 
day  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  without  having 
recourse  to  any  hypothesis  whatever.  To  explain  this 
briefly  and  succinctly,  it  must  be  premised  that  we  can 
have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  the  earth 
beyond  the  depth  of  its  superficial  crust,  whilst  the  semi- 
diameter  ef  the  earth  exceeds  more  than  five  hundred  tifhss 
the  thickness  of  that  crust.  But  the  mean  specific  gravity 
of  the  whole  is  about  double  that  of  the  crust— -a  circum- 
stance which  proves  that  the  interior  is  not  composed  of 
oxydes,  as  we  may  suppose  the  greater  portion  of  the  ex- 
terior to  be.  The  contents  may  partially  consist  of  pon- 
derous bodies,  of  the  nature  of  metalloids^  and  great  cavi- 
ties  may  exist  there.  The  existence  of  volcanic  action 
through  every  part  of  the  known  world,  either  by  the  erup- 
tion of  active  volcanoes  or  by  earthquakes,  is  an  assurance 


«  Mr.  T.  Oonrad  poaseeses  the  requiiita  qusliflestloiis,  and  has  ac- 
qairsd  so  much  local  infomMtlon  ef  the  Somhem  bads,  ihat  it  would 
be  compaiaiively  easy  for  him  to  accomplish  it. 

t  The  Umeatone  near  the  top,  on  the  nonh  side  of  the  ridge  from  the 
foot  of  which  the  Bath  waters  of  Moiican  county,  Tltisinis,  rise,  Is  full 
of  remains  of  encrinltes  and  caidia. 
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thai  there  must  be  Tast  cavities  in  the  interior  where  igneottt 
action  is  fiercely  at  work,  and  of  which  these  volcanoes 
may  be  considered  as  the  safetyovalves.  The  disturbances 
resulting  from  earthquakes  may  be  considered  as  the  efiect 
of  the  resistance  which  the  solid  parts  of  the  crust  of  the 
earth  oppose  to  the  eipansive  power  striving  in  those  pro- 
found caviires.  Applying  this  power  to  many  phenomena 
of  the  science,  we  are  able  to  comprehend  what  would 
otherwise  be  incomprehensible.  The  lowest  rocks  which 
have  yet  been  met  with  in  penetrating  into  the  crust  have 
been  of  the  granite  kind ;  but  in  ascending  to  the  stimmits 
of  some  of  the  highest  mountains,  we  find  them  composed 
also  of  granite.  We  have  no  method  of  explaining  this  ap- 
parent paradox  but  in  having  recourse  to  this  subterranean 
force,  and  giving  due  attention  to  tlie  multiplied  evidences 
of  its  intense  exertion.  Thus,  when  we  observe  some  of 
the  stratified  beds  which  lie  much  higher  up  in  the  series 
than  the  granite,  reposing  at  high  inclinations  upon  the 
flanks  of  the  granite  mountains,  with  accompanying  marks 
of  violent  dislocation,  the  truth  flashes  up«>n  us,  and  we 
perceive  that  these  mountains  have  once  existed  at  lower 
levels,  and  that  they  have  been  forced  up  through  the  su- 
perincumbent beds.  We  thus  become  acquainted  with  the 
existence  of  a  power  capable  of  the  mightiest  mechanical 
exertions.  If  earthquakes  in  our  time  rend  the  earth,  dis- 
locate its  solid  parts,  and  ingulf  portions  of  it  in  the  chasms 
they  produoe,  what  were  they  not  capable  of  when  the  sub- 
terranean force,  at  an  early  period  of  the  deposition  of 
strata,  was  infinitely  more  energetic,  and  had  much  less 
resistance  opposed  te  it  ? 

These  conclusions,  to  which  geological  opinions  have 
been  for  some  time  tending,  and  which  are  now  universally 
adopted,  are  the  result;  not  only  of  geological  observations, 
but  of  mathematical  and  physical  reasonings,  which  lend 
them  every  authority  when  applied  to  the  causes  which 
have  determined  the  spheroidal  figure  of  the  earth,  and  the 
state  of  igneous  fluidity  it  must  once  have  been  in  to  as- 
sume that  figure.  If  this  is  to  be  called  a  theory,  it  is  only 
another  name  for  the  incontrovertible  result  arising  from  the 
sound  generalixation  of  well-ascertained  facts.  To  some, 
it  is  true,  who  have  never  reflected  upon  this  subject,  it 
may  appear  startling  to  hear  that  continents  and  chains  of 
mountains  have  been  raised  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
earth  by  the  force  of  subterranean  power ;  but  every  effect 
is  proportionate  to  its  cause,  and  where  the  first  is  definite, 
and  the  last  immeasurable,  we  must  submit  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  proposition,  remembering  always,  that  al- 
though human  power  dwindles  into  insignificance  when 
applied  in  imagination  to  disturb  a  minersl  mass  like  the 
crust  ef  the  earth,  yet  it  is  demonstrable  that  a  gaseous 
pressure  may  be  generated  in  such  a  radius,  to  which  the 
known  mineral  mass  could  make  no  resistance.  In  rea- 
soning, therefore,  upon  these  high  matters,  we  must  not 
measure  unknown  forces  by  our  own  feeble  powers,  but  by 
the  efiects  they  are  capable  of  producing,  and,  when  causes 
and  efiects  of  this  high  planetary  character  are  under  con- 
sideration, must  reason  of  them  in  relation  to  the  proportion 
in  which  they  stand  to  each  other. 

The  evidences  of  these  upheavings  of  land  are  common 
in  all  extensive  countries,  especially  those  where  the  in- 
clined rocks  prevail — a  character  common  to  all  the  sUata 
below  the  carboniferous  limestone;  and  geologisu  have 
availed  themselves  of  this  very  inelineit  state  of  the  beils, 
to  establish  as  it  were  a  chronology  for  the  history  of  all 
fflouDtain  rangea,  showing,  relatively,  the  successive  geo- 
logical periods  at  which  they  have  been  thrust  up.  It  is 
obvious,  if  any  of  ths  primary  rocks  are  found  at  great  ele- 
vations^ with  other  beds,  superincumbent  ss  te  them  in  the 
column,  hanging  in  an  inclined  stale  on  their  flsnks,  these 
last  having  other  beds  still  newer,  deposited  in  an  undis- 
turbed state  upon  their  sides,  that  two  geological  epoehs  are 
represented   here-^tho  appe^ing  of   the  primary   rocks 


through  the  adjacent  stratified  beds,  and  a  tubseqnent  pc* 
riod  of  repose,  duiing  which  a  newer  set  of  rucks  had  been 
depoeited.     Wherever  the  beds  have  been  thus  ditioctted 
it  is  evident  the  upheaving  took  piece  subsequent  to  tbrjr 
doposite,  and  before  the  deposits  of  the  undistnrbed  rncb 
sdjaccnt  to  them.     This  is  more  accurately  shown  by  ths 
two  following  diagrams  from  nsturs.*    In  l^rionterihiTe, 
England,    (diagram  6,)  the  grsnije,  b,  b,  and  tlale,  e,  c, 
present  beds  highly  inclined,  but  on  the  edges  of  thoNbcdn, 
new  red  sandstone,  a,  o,  and  liss,  e,  are  found  in  a  hori- 
zontal position,  showing  that  these  last  have  been  deposit. 
ed  subsequent  to  the  upraising  of  the  fimt    In  the  system 
to  which  Mont  Blanc  and  the  western  Alps  belong,  ibe 
primary  beds  have  the  oolites,  the  green  ssnd,  and  ihe  ter- 
tiaries,  lying  in   a  disturbed  manner  upon  tbtir  flinki, 
showing  that  this  system  of  mountains  was  opraited  nnee 
the  tertiaries  were  deposited.     Diagram  No.  7  represents  t 
section  of  Alpine  beds  ^^^  ^^c  Colde  Bslme  and  Mont 
Blanc,  where  a,  a,  are  alternate  beds-of  liss  and  oolite,  ijn 
equivalents  of  those  horizontal  beds  e,  in  diagram  6;  i,  6, 
are  beds  of  pudding-stone,  tilted  up  at  a  high  inclinBtioD, 
with  the  pebbles  lying  vertically,  and  not,  as  they  wen 
first  deposited,  on  their  long  axes ;  c,  c,  a  col,  or  pasRge 
excavated  in  the  sod  slate  of  the  mountains ;  d,  d^  perpen- 
dicniar  plates  of  granitic  ^>eds,  with  pyramidiral  cape,  call- 
ed aiguilles  or  needles.     The  dotted  lines  maik  the  np. 
posed  original  prolongation  of  the  beds,  before  the  gtaoite 
came  up,,  on  the  flsnks  of  which  they  lie  at  an  inclinatioa 
varying  from  6b°  to  80®.     Mont  Blanc  is  15,534  feet 
high|  and  the  pyramidsl  peaks,  which  time,  and  the  abra- 
sions consequent  upon  their  upraising,  hsvewom  ioiotheit 
present  forms,  were  once,  in  part,  many  thousand  feel  be- 
neath the  now  lateral  aurfiice  of  the  stratified  beds  they 
have  thrown  into  this  high   inclination.    These  sectiooi 
show  that  mountainous  chain  a  may  have  been  upraised  at 
any  of  the  periods  belonging  to  the  succession  of  itrab, 
and  thsteoch  period  may  have Jts  peculiar  aystem  of  moun- 
uius.     To  a  great  extent,  this  has  been  found  to  be  ibi 
case,  and  geological  periods  of  elevation  can  be  diitin* 
guished,  establishing,   not  chronologica  t>elonging  to  the 
present  order  of  nature,  but  to  the  great  history  of  subter- 
ranean dynamics,  to  which  the  present  varied  form  of  tiia 
earth  must  be  referred,  modified,  as  it  has  ofted  been,  ^ 
the  action  of  the  waters  invariably  displaced  by  tbeee  eleva- 
tions.    The  practical  uses  to  be  derived  from  the  detailed 
geological  exauHnalion  of  mountains  and  ridges  are  no- 
merous.     Where  any  chain  or  series  of  psrallel  ridgei  ii 
productive  of  useful  metals,  combustibles,  or  mineral  hodieit 
all  iu  parts  may  bo  investigated  uith  a  view  to  trace  iti 
continuities ;  and  by  connecting  distant  points  having  iIm 
same  mineral  structure,  depositee  may  be  identified,  koosa 
in  some  localities  to  be  productive.    The  series  of  Allegba* 
ny  ridges,  hereafter  to  be  spoken  of,   are  a  proper  field  kt 
the  exercise  of  these  investigations. 

It  is  deserving  a  remark  here,  that  aeme  geologist!  >■ 
Europe,  who  have  bestowed  much  Investigation  on  tbissob- 
ject,  have  supposed  that  mountain  chains  elevated  at  ihi 
same  period  of  time  have  a  general  parslleliem  in  their  mag- 
netic liearing.  It  has  been  already  stated  Uiat  many  of  thi 
transition  chains  of  Europe  tend  from  northeast  to  aooth- 
west,  which  is  the  general  direction  of  the  series  jost  spo- 
ken of.  If  this  conformity  of  bearing  couW  be  established, 
it  would  lead  to  speculations  on  the  laws  of  the  eievatint 
power,  and  perhaps  eventually  open  the  way  to  an  exph- 
nation  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  atroctore  of  aoti- 
clinal  rocks  depends.  In  this  country  our  inveatigauooi 
on  this  subject  must  be  limited  to  the  Alleghany  tenn, 
having  nothing  higher  than  the  coal  measures,  except  m 
tertiary  beds  of  flat  dislricU;  the  uphesvings  thereforMj 
some  of  those  secondary  chaina  which  have  been  described 

«  From  Bakewell's  Oeology. 


APPENDIX— ro  Gale*  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


299 


Geological  Seamnousanee, 


[85th  Coire.  Ist  8sss. 


bjr  that  emiocnt  geologist^  Elie  i^e  Beaamoni,  as  forming 
part  of  the  gaological  phenomena  of  trans-AtUnitc  coun- 
triei^  are  not  exhibited  here.  There  being  no  evidence  of 
other  rocks  having  been  deposited  on  the  eastern  flani^a  ^f 
the  Allegbanies  since  their  upheaving,  a  very  extensive 
portion  of  this  continent  must  probably  have  been  upraised 
before  the  doiitic  system  in  Europe  was  deposited. 

Many  circumstances  concur  to  prove  that  Bome  of  these 
elevations  were  of  a  sudden  and  violent  nature,  the  chains 
coming  up  by  paroxysmal  movements  through  the  su perin- 
ea inbeot  ocean,  and  fracturing  and  contorting  the  strata 
through  which  they  were  forced.  Thus,  in  that  system  of 
elevations  which  includes  the  Pyrenees,  the  northern  Appc- 
nines,  and  other  pafts  of  Europe,  the  cretaceous  beds  are 
found  lying  in  the  greatest  disorder  on  the  tops  of  the  high- 
est mountains,  with  the  tertiary  beds  undisturbed  and 
horizontal  in  their  vicinity,  showing  that  the  movement 
took  place  between  the  depot<ition  of  the  chalk  and  the 
tertiary.  Every  cubic  foot,  too,  of  mineral  matter  would 
displace  another  of  water.  Hero  we  have  a  phenomenon 
of  another  kind,  producing  singular  effects,  the  evidence 
of  which  is  constantly  Itcfore  us:  the  ocean  thrown  out 
of  its  bod,  mighty  currenu  created,  the  ruptured  mineral 
matter  broken  into  boulders,  rounded  olT  into  pebbles  and 
gravel,  and  the  whole  de{>osited  in  situations  where  their 
relative  specific  gravity  and  the  intensity  of  the  moving 
power  would  carry  them^  Here  we  have  the  origin  of  all 
the  conglomerates,  those  indurateil  gravels  which  are  found 
even  in  the  tin  mines»  low  down  in  the.  primary  rocks, 
proving  the  great  antiquity  of  movements  of  this  character. 
Hence  are  derived  the  great  gravel  beds  in  which  are  found 
entombed  the  remains  of  the  ancient  mastodon  and  ele- 
phant, the  victims  probably  of  the  movement  of  their  period. 
The  detritus  in  the  common  superficial  soil  of  the.  country 
is  an  admirable  study  for  tho  young  geologist.  The  vast 
collection  of  gravelly  matter  which  is  found  almost  every- 
where on  the  surface,  is  lormed  from  the  ruins  of  rocks  of 
anterior  periods,  and  brought  there  by  the  agency  of  water. 
There  us  an  immense  collection  of  detritus  of  this  kind  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  eapecially\ear  the  margin  of 
the  Potomac,  at  the  western  termination  of  New  York 
«venae,  where  fragments  even  of  the  fossiliferous  rocks  of 
the  Alleghany  ridges,  together  with  every  variety  of  speci- 
mens of  the  rocks  constituting  the  Atlantic  primary  chain, 
are  found,  all  of  which  detritus  appears  to  be  consequent 
upon  their  elevatory  movements. 

Id  bringing  together  these  notices  and  views,  the  inten- 
tion has  been  merely  to  give  a  direction  to  the  investiga- 
tions and  reficctiims  of  the  student.  In  the  numerous  geo- 
logical treatises  which  have  appeared  of  late  years,  he  will 
find  the  most  interesting  details  respecting  all  the  phenom- 
ena which  have  been  alluded  to.  He  will  there  also  find 
abundant  information  respecting  the  metalliferous  rocks, 
and  the  nature  and  direction  of  mineral  veins.  The  subject, 
however,  is  too  interesting  to  pass  over  without  pointing  to 
oome  phenomena  that  will  be  found  extremely  interesting 
to  these  who  are  turning  their  attention  to  mining  in  tlie 
United  States,  since  they  constitute  some  of  the  principal 
guides  of  practical  miners  in  their  operations. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  iron,  without  the  use  of  which 
man  could  scarcely  have  achieved  his  own  civilization,  is 
the  most  abundant  of  all  the  metals,  and  is  found  more  or 
lees  in  ail  the  rocks.  In  the  inferior  rocks  it  is  found  in 
veins  or  immense  fissures  produced  by  dislocation,  in  tho 
compact  metallic  state.  Immense  masses  of  this  kind  nre 
found  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri,*  in  New  Jersey,  and  in 
Franklin  county.  New  York.  These  have  all  evidently  had 
a  direct  subterranean  origin,  whilst  the  hydraies  or  ferrugi- 
nous ores  of  the  superior  beds  arc  to  be  considered  generally 
as  oxydes  derived  from  them.     Many  of  the  ferruginous 
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sand  rocks  were  doubtless  once  in  the  state  of  our  recent 
bog  ores,  just  as  many  congk>merates  and  great  rocks  were 
once  in  the  state  of  loose  graved  The  compact  metals,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sulphurets  of  lead  and  zinc,  have  their 
principal  seat  in  the  primary  beds,  either  in  vi.-ins  which 
traverse  mineral  masses,  or  disseminated  in  these  last. 
These  veins  may  have  either  mineral  or  metallic  matter,  or 
both,  in  them.  They  are  vertical,  inclined,  and  horizontal, 
often  running  in  parallel  courses  as  if  they  had  a  contem- 
poraneous origin,  and  intersecting  each  other  in  such  various 
ways  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  intersected  ones 
have  been  formed  prior  to  those  by  which  4bey  are  inter- 
sected. There  i%  a  very  instructive  exhibition  of  this  kind 
at  Fudia,  one  of  the  Western  islands.*  In  diagram  No.  8 
is  a  representation  of  different  kinds  of  mineral  veins  inter-s 
secting  the  gneiss,  and  of  the  dislocations  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  injection  of  some  of  these  veins.  It  will 
[ye  observed  that  the  iftriped  lamina)  of  the  gneiss,  produced 
by  the  plates  of  mica,  which  once  were  continuous,  have 
their  continuity  interrupted,  as  if  they  had  been  violenily 
separated,  and  one  portion  shifted  higher  up,  or  depressed 
below  the  natural  level.  To  the  left  is  a  vein  of  granite 
intersecting  the  gneiss,  and  itself  intersected  and  shifted  by 
a  vein  of  quartz.  At  the  top  is  another  vein  of  granite  in- 
tersecting the  gneiss,  and  again  intersected  'by  a  vein  of 
trap.  It  is  to  be  inferred  from  these  appearances,  that  the 
veins  of  granite,  and  perhaps  the  trap  vein,  had  penetrated 
the  gneiss  before  it  had  taken  its  indurated  state,  and  that, 
posterior  to  its  induration,  a  dislocation  or  shifting  took 
place,  occasioning  the  fissure  filled  by  the  vein  or  quartz. 
The  dislocatinos  of  strata  occasioned  by  the  exertion  of  such 
intense  subterranean  power  frequently  interrupt  the  oper- 
ations ot  miners,  who,  finding  the  continuity  of  the  lieda 
interrupted  by  the  sinking  or  rising  of  one  portion  of  them, 
have  applied  the  technical  term  fauU  to  them.  Where 
those  occur,  a  mining  district  has  to  be  studied  very  accu- 
rately in  relation  to  them,  fur  it  is  evident  that  no  mining 
operation  upon  a  large  scale  can  be  carried  on  with  proper 
economy,  both  as  tu  drainage  and  arrangement,  without 
their  extent  and  dircctiim  being  first  known. 

Qy  studying  the  veuiferous  rocks  we  perceive  that  veins 
are  not  only  earthy  or  mineral,  but  metallic  in  their  nature, 
and  that  some  are  posterior  to  otliers.  This  last  fact  has 
induced  some  persons  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  metals 
are  of  different  ages ;  and  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  rarest 
are  usually  found  amongst  rocks  of  the  highest  antiquity. 
The  interesting  fact  also  has  been  established,  that  the 
most  proiluctive  veins  have  a  general  direction  from  east 
to  west.  This  is  tho  case  with  the  tin  veins  or  lodes 
in  Cornwall,  as  well  aa  those  lodes  containing  copper. 
The  veins  which  run  nearly  north  and  south  are  not  aa 
metalliferous  as  the  others  which  they  intersect.  Many 
of  these,  called  Jiuctm,  in  Cornwall,  are  filled  with  clay. 
Clay  is  sometimes  found  in  the  copper  veins;  and  as 
other  metallic  veins  which  deviate  from  the  east  and  west 
course  contain  increasing  quantities  of  clay,  and  the  flucan 
or  clay  veins  running  from  north  to  south,  the  evidence 
seems  to  be  strong  that  there  are  dififerent  systems  of  veins, 
the  more  minute  study  of  which  may  hereafter  lead  to  impor- 
tant results  respecting  their  general  origin,  and  the  cauiFes 
which  have  modified  their  contents.  The  ancient  Wernerian 
notion,  that  minerals  and  metals  settled  into  fissures,  from 
aqueous  solutions,  is  now  exploded,  and  the  more  general 
opinion  that  they  have  been  injected  f/om  below  has  been 
substituted  for  it ;  still  they  present  tjiemselves  occasionally 
under  such  circumstances  as  baf&e  our  judgments.  We  do 
not  understand  why  veins  arc  sometimes  extremely  dilated, 
then  contracted  into  a  very  small  space,  and  afterwards  di- 
lated again  into  pockets,  resembling  a  number  of  blown 
bladders  connected  by  a  long  wire.     Another  curious  phe* 
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nomenon  is,  th«t  their  contenU  tre  modified  on  entering  a 
different  rock  ;  they  uvoally  have  a  caee  or  shoath  differing 
from  the  mineral  matter  of  the  rocks  they  are  found  in. 
The  walls  of  suiphnret  of  lead,  in  paaring  through  sanjil- 
■tone,  are  often  formed  of  sulphate  of  bary  tes,  but,  on  en- 
tering the  limestone  above,  they  change  to  carbonate  of 
bary  tea,  in  balls,  with  a  radiated  diverging  structure.  8ul- 
phuret  of  zinc  is  sometimes  abundant  in  the  upper  part  of 
▼eins,  that  lower  down  become  rich  in  copper;  and  in  the 
mine  of  Cook's  kitchen,  Cornwall,  after  first  working 
through  tin,  and  then  through  copper,  to  the  depth  of 
eleven  hundred*  feet,  tin  is  again  found,  and  worked  to  the 
depth  of  near  thiiteen  hundred  feet.  The  same  vein,  at 
]>alcoath  mine,  is  sometimes  contracted  to  six  inches,  and 
sometimes  dilated  to  forty  feet.  Although  it  appears  de- 
monstrable that  the  contents  of  many  metollic  veins  have 
been  injected  from  below,  it  appears  probable  that  the  con- 
tents of  others  have  been  modified  by  chemico-electric  ac- 
tion, and  that  metals  may  bo  formed  by  processes  anala- 
gous  to  those  upon  which  the  formation  of  saline  crystals 
depends.  Mines  which  have  been  closed  on  account  of 
mundation,  for  two  cenlurieii,  have,  on  being  re-opened, 
exhibited  the  curious  spectscle  of  native  silver  coating 
the  wooden  supports  which  had  been  left  there.  The 
walls  of  veins  and  the  atmosphere  may  stand  in  the  rela- 
tion of  galvanic  plates  to  p?.ch  other,  and  decompose  and  re- 
compound  gai^eoas  bodies. 

Many  of  the  appearances  which  have  been  alluded  to 
are  of  constant  occurrence  in  the  United  States.  In  the 
auriferous  region  of  this  country  the  course  of  the  principal 
productive  veins  is  from  northeast  to  southwest. 

Where  metalliferous  veins  aboxind,  red  earth  is  usually 
found  in  great  abundance.  It  seems  to  hsve  a  constant, 
eonncxion  with  them.  It  is  very  much  the  case  in  the ' 
United  States,  is  general  in  Mexico  and  in  Brazil.  Id 
Spiz'a  *  account  of  this  last  country,  it  is  stated  thst  the 
granite  hills,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior,  are 
**  covered  by  a  pretty  thick  stratum  of  a  red  ferruginous 
elay."  The  same  deposite  of  red  clay  is  found  in  the  lead- 
mining  district  of  tfiis  country,  near  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
Upon  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  the  Misssouri  mines  in 
1834,  X  was  exceedingly  struck  with  the  appearances 
which  presented  themselves  in  a  gallery  +  upwards  of  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  surface,  and  whicn  was  below  the 
surface  by  at  least  ninety  feet  of  the  rock  formation.  There 
the  broad  veins  of  bright  galena  were  increased  in  a  thick 
wet  paste  of  red  argillaceous  matter,  cutting  with  a  waxy 
aspect  In  one  of  the  pockets,  about  forty  feet  from  top  to 
bottom,  and  about  the  same  width  in  diameter,  the  cavity 
was  filled  with  this  red  clay,  except  at  the  bottom,  which 
was  occupied  by  a  large  plate  of  galena,  that  seemed  to 
have  sunk  there  by  its  own  gravity.  'Although  some  of 
the  red  soil  of  the  metalliferous  districu  of  the  Southern 
States  may  be  derived  from  the  decomposition  of  ferrugi- 
nous slates  and  rocks,  a  great  portion  of  it  may  have  been 
brought  to  the  surface  from  situations  analogous  to  those 
where  it  is  found  incasing  the  sulphuret  of  lead  in  Mis- 
souri. 

In  the  United  States  both  copper  and  iron  are  associated 
with  the  gold,  especially  the  last.  In  the  galeniferous  dis- 
tricts the  lead  is  found  associated  with  zinc,  and  is  usually 
confined  to  the  carboniferous  limestone.  Some  of  the 
metals,  however,  which  are  usually  found  in  veins  form 
occasionally  a  constituent  part  of  the  solid  rock  :  thus,  tin 
is  incorporated  with  the  granite  in  England  ;  and  the  sul- 
phoret  of  lead  in  Missouri,  at  Mine  la  Motte,  is  sometimes 
diiseminated  for  a  great  extent  in  specks  through  the  rock, 
as  though  the  stony  snd  metallic  matter  must  necessarily 
have  been  deposited  at  the  same  time :  for,  as  I  stated  upon 
a  former  occasion,  if  cither  of  them  were  abstracted,  no 
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principle  of  adhesion  would  be  left  for  the  remaining  min- 
eral.*  Very  little  attention  appears  to  have  been  ptid  to 
this  circumstance,  which,  as  respects  the  origin  of  rocks, 
deserves  some  consideration.  If  such  strata  at  the  carbo- 
niferous limestone,  l)earing  galena,  were  deporited  hj 
water,  how  came  the  meUl  to  be  so  singularly  suspended 
in  and  intermixed  with  the  stratum,  when,  by  the  law  of 
gravitation,  it  should  be  found  separated  from  the  calcare- 
ous matter  ?  I  have  seen  in  the  gold  region  of  this  eooit- 
try  deceptive  veins,  which  have  been  the  occasion  both  of 
disappointment  and  litigation.  Veins,  apparently  T«y 
rich,  have  suddenly  been  stopped  by  slates  coming  in  be- 
low. Upon  examination,  these  turned  out  to  be  flat  veini,  or 
the  overflow  of  true  veins,  as  trap  u  sometimes  kootrn  to 
come^ip  vertically,  ahd  overflow  to  the  right  andlrit 

The  successful  pursuit  of  the  art  of  mining  for  the 
metals  which  have  now  been  mentioned,  esaantially  dc 
pends  upon  the  application  of  some  scientific  tDforroaiioD. 
The  want  of  a  proper  degree  of  information  on  this  subject 
has  occasioned  hitherto,  in  this  country,  as  it  did  hereto- 
fore in  olden  mining  countries,  the  rejection  of  many  »i1b- 
able  minerals,  from  ignorance  of  their  naturw,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  rude  and  unskilfal 
manner  in  which  the  mines  are  often  worked.  There  m 
instances  in  Cornwall  of  nWer  and  coliait  having  been  tfaoi 
thrown  away  from  a  mine  which,  since  the  ditcowy  of 
their  value,  produces  £10,000  sterling  a  year  from  the 
same  ores.  The  mines  of  Missouri  have  been  t»o»kedi 
long  time,  but  ilris  only  recently  that  cobalt  has  \m  ob- 
served there.  Whilst  Cornwall  was  esteemed  only  u  a  tin 
country,  the  copper  ores  were  considered  to  spoil  the 
vein,  and  were  used  to  mend  the  roads;  and  in  Derhyihiw, 
a  public  road  has  actually  l»ecn  taken  up,  and  smelted 
profitably  from  the  rejected  lead  ores  that  had  not  been  in 
familiar  u^e.  It  is  the  cultivation  of  geological  knowledge 
ihat  has  led  to  so  much  minute  investigation  of  the  natore 
of  veins,  and  to  that  proper  degree  of  chemical  inforroetion 
which  has  redeemed  the  raining  interest  from  the  rudenan- 
agcment  of  the  conynon  miner,  and  introduced  thoie  truly 
economical  practices  which  arc  only  united  by  science  and 
experience.  i    l  k 

An  opinion  once  obtained  that  below  a  given  depth  the 
veins  ceased  to  be  productive  ;  tin,  from  twenty  lo  aity 
fathoms  was  supposed  to  be  most  abundant,  and  copper 
from  forty  to  fifty.  This  has  become  a  speculation  of  sow 
importance  to  the  gold  mining  interest  here,  some  of  the 
mines  having  been  abandoned  because  the  veins  seemed  to 
fail  even  at  twenty  fathoms.  Of  late,  the  mines  in  Cora- 
wall  have  been  worked  at  very  great  depths,  with  the 
best  resulu.  being  a  few  yeara  ago  in  the  Botolloch  vm 
iji  that  country,  I  found  them  working  in  a  copper  »onrt 
the  depth  of  950  feet,  which  I  was  informed  was  the  hit 
ore  they  had  yet  met  with.  Others,  such  as  tbeconeoW*- 
ted  mines,  are  worked  in  England  at  a  depth  of  motefttt 
1,600  feet;  and  one  of  the  continental  mines,  the  MW 
Puhl  copper  mine,  in  Tyrol,  at  a  depth  of  near  ^^^^^' 
Reasoning  from  analogy,  it  would  seem  s  hasty  proc^fc 
after  expending  a  capital  in  mining  machinery,, to  aw"*™" 
liefore  a  depth  of  at  least  500  feet  had  been  in^«*»5?^* 
If  the  mincralogical  structure  of  the  mines  wss  touUy  diiw- 
enl  from  that  of  the  older  mines,  there  would  he  ftnW 
grounds  for  apprehension,  working  in  the  fscc  of  en  b^ 
known  state  of  things,  but  the  analogical  structure  of  tJie 
meUllifcrous  rocks  in  both  hemispheres  holds  out  e»fry  e«- 
coursgemciit  to  the  mining  interest  in  this:  *''^°*"J 
found  in  the  same  kind  of  rocks,  and  have  nesil.y  the*"* 
magnetic  diroclian.  In  the  gold  counuits  the  mass  of  in 
veins  is  usually  quartx,  liearing  visible  native  gold,  m  *• 
sociated  with  iron,  as  well  as  gold  in  a  mineralised  ^^'?T 
that  and   the   quartz  when  invisible.     In  the  joWofi" 

•  Report  18c5,  page  48. 
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United  Stetes,  these- veins  are  easily  distinfuished,  coneist- 
ing  of  extended  lines  ef  white  quartz  running  on  the  sur- 
face in  a  direelion  from  N.  N.  E.  to  8.  8.  W.,  and  fre- 
quently with  an  almost  Torticai  inclination.  In  tlie  great 
geograpbical  extent  of  that  region  here,  many  portions  of 
which  are  yet  onexplored,  there  may  be  rich  depositee  con- 
tained in  mineral  masses  of  a  different  character,  as  is 
the  ease  in  Brazil,  upon  the  Gongo  8oco  estate,  of  which 
a  brief  description  may  be  useful. 

The  gold  in  this  localtiy  has  been  occasionally  so  abun- 
dant, that  140  pounds  have  ben  extracted  in  one  day. 
The  bed  in  which  the  gold  is  found  is  called  yACo/in^  in 
the  country,  and  rests  upon  a  ferru^nous  talcose  slate  re- 
aeinbling  that  of  Tarious  localities  in  Virginia.  The  jaco- 
tinga  itself  consists  of  quartz  and  micaceoiu  iron,  and  the 
whole  maas  is  in  a  somewhat  soft  state  of  decomposition. 
It  has  a  direction  from  east  to  west,  and  is  of  a  variable 
thickness,  with  a  limited  extent.  Towards  the  centre  of 
this  bed,  a  subordinate  bed  or  vein  is  found,  of  a  brownish- 
black  color,  of  a  softer  quality  than  the  general  bed,  and 
more  or  less  distinct  from  it.  It  is  from  three' to  six  feet 
in  thickness,  and  consists  of  layers  of  manganese  from  thin 
lines  to  two  or  three  inches  in  thickness,  with  talc  and  iron 
glance  in  irregular  strings  and  nests.  It  is  in  these  dark- 
colored  layers  of  manganese  that  the  rich  strings  and 
bunches  of  natiTC  gold  are  found,  which  is  also  invisibly 
disseminated  among  the  layera. 

When  the  auriferous  region  of  this  eountiy  shall  have 
been  more  generally  examined,  other  associate  metals  may 
poesiUy  be  discovered.  In  the  Ural,  platinum  has  been 
abundantly  found,  but  more  generally  on  the  western  or 
Bnropean  side ;  the  gold  washings  on  the  Asiatic  side  giv- 
ing comparatively  a  small  quantity  of  platinum.  Baron 
Humboldt  also  states  that  the  Call  chain  of  the  Cordilleras, 
in  8onth  America,  separates  the  gold-bearing  sands  of  the 
eastern  declivity  of  Popayan  from  the  sands  of  the  isthmus 
of  the  Raspadura  of  Ohoco,  which  are  rich  in  platinum  as 
well  as  gold.  These  analogies  are  interesting  to  this  coun>- 
try.  Engelhardt  remarked,  when  in  Russia,  that  the  sands 
of  some  of  the  platinum  mines  resembled  those  Brazilian 
sands  in  ^ich  diamonds  were  found.  Humboldt  subse- 
quently perceived  the  same  resemblance;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  his  suggestions,  a  search  was  made,  and  very 
fine  diamonds-  discovered :  so  that  the  Ural  mountains, 
which  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  portions  of  the  gold 
region  of  the  United  States,  produce  gold,  silver,  platinum, 
and  diamonds.* 

The  carboniferous  lirtestones  are  the  next  metallic  depo- 
sitories, both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  of  whicfh 
some  account  was  given  in  my  report  of  last  year ;  and  as 

•A  late  paper  by  Sir  Dtvld  Brswiter,  la  the  Tntfisaeihms  of  the 
Geolo|ical  Socieir  of  l^ondon,  vol.  3»  pari  3»  oa  '^  ihe  ftracuue  aod  ori- 

K'  I  ofthe  diamond,"  brought  to  my  recoUeaion  a  note  which  Proreaaor 
I  Rio  sent  me  tome  yeais  a^,  of  which  the  following  Is  a  triuula- 
tion: 

^  1  wusbowDi  towards  the  end  of  1822,  two  amall  diamonds,  which 
were  staled  (o  be  broueht  from  the  environs  of  Sultepeque :  that  is  not 
exactly  their  locality,  out  it  is  upon  that  route.  In  truth,  D.  Vincente 
OueRBin  fbund  in  the  Slerm  Madrei  in  the  south  of  AlAxico«  upon  a 
height  of  land  disUnt  a  day  and  a  half  from  Toiela  del  Rio,  m  de- 
scendins  by  Coronilla,  some  i^eodes,  with  amethyst  and  rock  crystal 
in  their  tnierior.  These  geodes  were  smallest  towardsthe  surikce,  and 
only  became  laiver  in  digging  deeper  down.  On  breaking  these 
geoides,  true  octohedral  aiid  dudecanedral  diamonds  were  found  in 
some  of  them,  reaembling  those  oT  India  and  Brasil.  I  am  not  too 
credulous,  but  I  have  been  aasurad  of  the  fact  iiy  persons  who  deserve 
to  be  confided  in.  This  unexpected  manner  of  finding  diamonds  be- 
comes the  more  remarlcable,  because  the  eeodes  are  nut  found  dissem- 
inated in  the  loose  soil,  but  are  Imbedded  in  a  liard  and  stony  mass, 
renclering  it  necessary  to  get  them  out  with  piclcaxes  and  crowbars." 

Mr.  Bel  Rio  subsequently  Informed  me  that  General  Guerrero  had 
personally  confirmed  this  account  to  him,  adding,  that  the  g eod<-s  con- 
taining the  presious  stones  muled  wiien  shook ;  but  he  had  never  been 
able  to  ascertain,  fmm  any  Quarter,  the  seological  character  of  the 
bed  containing  die  geodes.  The  late  Dr.  Yuyisey  states  the  matrix  nf 
the  diamonds  lo  southern  India  u>  be  a  saadslone  lireccia,  of  tlie  clay 
slate  formation,  which  may  be  the  case  with  this  Mexican  local  Ity .  I 
have  frequently  wriiien  to  Mexico  without  ot>taining  any  satisfaction 
on  this  subject. 


it  will  occur  Ur  me  in  snotlier  part  of  this  report  to  speak 
of  the  coal  measures  of  the  United  States,  with  their  asso« 
ciates,  salt  and  iron,  I  shall  paas  on  to  a  brief  review  of 
the  organic  remains  found  in  the  beds  which  have  been 
enumerated — a  subject  of  the  highest  moment,  replete  with 
phenomena  which  serve  to  prove  that  the  succession  of 
strata  produced  by  auch  various  and  wide -spread  convul- 
sions as  would  seem  to  belong  to  the  chaotic  energies  of  a 
system -of  destruction,  are  the  progressive  inteps  of  a  most 
singularly  beautiful  plan  of  creation,  in  the  study  of  which 
we  may  not  only  advance  our  personal  interests,  but  ac* 
quire  for  ourselves  an  elet stion  of  mind  still  more  valuable. 

An  opinion  formerly  obtained  that  there  was  a  point  in 
the  ascending  eeriea  of  roclts  at  which  the  evidences  of  a 
commencement  of  organic  forms  was  to  be  found,  the  earth 
pa*s>>Bgi  hy  transition  as  it  were,  from  an  inorganic  to  an  or- 
ganic atate.  This  appears  to  have  been  conjectural.  It  is 
true,  calcareous  matter,  so  essentisl  to  organisation,  is  com- 
paratively ecarce  in  the  primordial  rocks,  and  only  begina 
to  abound  where  organic  life  appears.  The  high  temprra- 
ture  of  the  planet  before  the  deposition  of  the  stratified 
rocks,  would  preclude»  perhapa,  the  poasibility  |of  organic 
existence,  and  we  may,  therefore,  naturally  expect  to  find 
the  evidence  of  it  first  in  beds  deposited  from  water,  where 
the  temperature,  though  high,  would  be  tolerable,  and 
where  the  meana  of  aelf-preservation  and  perpetuity  of 
kinds  would  not  be  wanting;  but  it  is  no  longer  pretended 
that  the  first  rudiments  of  organisaUea  have  been  obeerved, 
or  even  that  we  know  what  they  were.  There  are  observ». 
tions,  however,  of  importance  to  be  made  on  this  subject 
in  the  early  periods  of  stratification.  If  primordial  rocki 
of  the  ssme  kind,  separated  by  the  greatest  geographical 
distaiieas,  have  the  same  species  of  crystalliied  minerala 
imbedded  in  tliem,  we  also  find  organic  aflinities  very  gen« 
oral  in  the  older  stratified  rocks,  from  whence  the  inference 
may  he  drawn  that  the  influences  prevailing  at  these  two 
periods,  though  distinct,  were  general  to  the  planet.  At 
an  older  period  ofthe  history  of  the  planet,  we  Ao  not  find 
this  to  be  the  case :  the  increase  of  genera  and  species 
seems  to  mark  great  changes  in  the  temperature,  as  well  ai 
in  the  surface  of  the  crust  of  the  earth,  as  it  gradually 
emerged  from  the  water,  and  approached  more  to  the  pre- 
aent  order  of  nature.  Although  we  cannot  say  that  we 
have  any  evidence  in  the  rocks  of  the  germs  of  organiza- 
tion, yet  the  fossils  of  the  first  great  transition  group,  as  it 
has  been  called,  eppear  to  be  the  types  of  what  have  suc- 
ceeded to  them.  The  crosraeea  of  that  period  naturally 
flill  into  the'  class  of  their  order  which  has  been  established 
from  recent  genera,  as  well  ar  the  prodigous  abundance  of 
madiepofM  and  .corallines,  whose  structures  in  those  an- 
cient geological  times  were  apparently  reared  with  the  same 
instinctive  designs,  and  principally  by  the  same  genera  of 
which  we  have  evidence  in  the  reefs  of  eastern  Folynesis. 

The  erinmdea  also,  or  encrinites,  now  nearly  extinct,  are 
abundant  In  theee  ancient  timea  this  family,  as  if  less 
exposed  to  destruction  from  the  existing  state  of  organisa- 
tion in  the  Uien  seas,  had  their  s^ft  parts  but  slightly  pf  o^ 
tected,  whilst  in  the  succeeding  fcrmations  in  the  older 
groups,  where  the  predacious  classes  increase  in  numlter, 
they  are  much  better  secured.  The  solo  species  now  exist- 
ing, the  pentacrinite,  agrees  with  these  last  in  its  more 
perfect  osseous  structure,  which  still  seems  to  have  been 
insufiicient  to  protect  the  family. 

Tho  beds  of  this  group  also  contain  fine  specimens  of 
another  family  which  appears  to  have  become  extinct  at  an 
early  period  of  the  secondary  rocks.  These  belong  to  the 
genus  nrthoeera^  s  long,  straight  fbasil,  consisting  of  various 
chambers,  with  a  aiphon  or  tube,  by  the  aid  of  which  the 
cephalopodous  animal  is  supposed  to  have  been  able  to  pass 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  at  its  pleasure ;  fcsem* 
bling  in  this  the  ammonite,  another  concamerated  shell, 
not  straight  but  spiral  in  its  form,  and  which,  with  other 
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concamerated  shellti,   is  found  in   the  limMtones  of  thU 
lower  group. 

The  iri/obite,  a  singular  marine  crustaceous  animal*  is 
a  fossil  almost  peculiar  to  the  period  of  this  group,  since  it 
appears  to  have  become  extinct  in  tlie  early  part  oJf  the  de- 
position of  secondary  rocks.  Some  of  the  lower' slalea  are 
covered  with  their  iropres&ions,  showing  that  the  same 
species  lived  and  died  in  the  sanna  localities.  A  great  va- 
riety of  forms  belong  to  this  family,  and  new  genera  are 
constantly  being  discovered ;  perhaps  some  of  them,  as  the 
agnostus  pisiformis,  may  be  the  young  of  another  kind,  be- 
fore the  change  of  form;  Some  of  the  species  are  found 
identically  diffused  in   v«ry  disunt  parts  of  theearlh. 

The  hi  valves  of  this  group  consist  of  a  very  prepond- 
erating ivumber  of  the  brachiopode  family,  the  producta, 
spirifera,  and  terebratula.  The  iossiliferous  beds  of  this 
group  are  generally,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  character- 
ised by  these  shells,  and  sometimes  almost  entirely  con- 
sist of  them.  The  spirifera  receive  their  name  from  one 
kind  having  a  spiral  structure  inside,  which  is  calcareous 
in  calcareous  fossils,  and  siliceous  where,  as  frequently 
happens  in  the  calcareous  beds  of  the  United  States,  the 
fossils  are  entirely  siliceous.  The  producta  appear  to  have 
become  extinct  before  the  deposition  of  the  oolitic  system, 
and  the  spirifera  only  to  have  been  continued  into  the 
first  beds  of  that  series.  The  terebratula  have  survived 
them  both,  and  exist  now  as  recent  shells.  The  tardio^ 
likewise  having  a  strong  resemblance  to  existing  shells, 
are  contemporaneous  with  the  last 

All  these  families  of  ^ marine  fossil  remains  are  found  in 
this  lower  group  in  the  United  States.  In  the  lower  lime- 
stones of  the  Shenandoah  valley,  in  Rockingham  county, 
both  trilobites  and  ammonites  are  found.  Near  Kingsport^ 
in  Tennessee,  orthocera  abound  in  the  same  formation,  as 
well  as  other  spiral  ooncamerated  shells.  At  Trenton  falls^ 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  fine  specimens  of  trilobites  are 
collected.     A  great  number  of  localities  might  be  added. 

Mr.  Agassis,  in  his  work,*  gives  a<lmirable  figures  of 
the  fossil  fish  found  in  this  group.  In  this  remarkable 
production^  the  author  has  begun  to  throw  light  from  an- 
other source  upon  the  history  uf  the  ancient  ocean,  which 
harmonizes  with  every  other  branch  of  organic  existence. 
Of  the  lour  orders  of  fish  established  by  him,  the  two  firat, 
placoidiant  and  ganoidiana,  exclusitely  occupy  the  groups 
below  the  chalk.  It  appears  that  the  vortebrated  animals 
of  the  waters  of  that  period  belonged  sltogetber  to  a  class 
which  constitutes  a  very  small  portion  of  the  existing  ones. 
The  fishes  of  this  period,  all  of  which  preoeded  the 
aaurians,  show  sn  approximation  to  their  structure,  aa- if 
nature  was  preparing  for  them.  Those  long  pointed  suh< 
stances  callod  ichthyodorulitas^  which  are  alao  found  in 
the  lowest  parts  of  this  group,  Mr.  Agassis  considers  to 
have  belonged  to  a  large  shark-like  fish.  This  ancient 
period,  therefore,  instead  of  being  almost  devoid  of  life, 
appears  to  have  possessed  the  types  of  a  groat  portion  of 
the  ditferent  ordrrs  of  marine  animals  now  existing,  the* 
individuals  of  which  were  all  [>erfect  in  their  structure  fi>r 
the  ends  they  were  intended  lo  a'-compiish,  and  had  a 
sutficieot  analogy  to  what  exists  at  present,  to  warrant  the 
opinion  that  they  were  amongst  the  steps  of  a  general  plan 
of  progn  stfion,  accommodated  entirely  to  the  then  existing 
atate  of  the  surface  of  the  planet,  and  only  preceding 
others,  which  further  changes  in  the^  surface  would  chII 
into  existence. 

Nor  was  this  group,  which  includes  all  the  anthracite 
beds,  without  its  proportion  of  dry  land,  as  we  find  from 
the  vegeuible  remains  accompanying  that  carboniferous  de- 
posite,  and  which  h»ve  a  common  character  both  in  North 
Americ  I  and  Ireland.  The  tqutBttaum^  or  horse-tail  tribe, 
not  of  the  limited  height  of  reeent  plants  of  this  family. 


*  Recherches  sur  les  Poiflsjos,  Fuasiles.  Ntwchatvl, 
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three  or  four  feet  high,  but  many  of  them  e)aa\ling  forMt 
trees  in  size.  A  preponderating  number  of  JUuxt^  or  the 
fern  tribe,  both  herbaceous  and  arborescent.  The  hfeouh 
diaeeOy  or  club-moss  tribe,  there  also  atuiaed  i  lizs  equal 
to  existing  forest  trees,  whilst  their  puny  recent  lepreseni- 
ativea « are  acen  creeping,  as  it  were,  in  a  moss-like  farm, 
not  more  than  two  or  three  leet  long,  over  the  beds  wheie 
their  gigantic  predecessors  are  entombed.  All  these  planii 
are  closely  allied  to  the  ferns  and  fernlike  plantg  which 
grow  in  such  luxuriance  in  the  hot  and  moist  sitiutioot  of 
tropical  climates,  especially  in  small  insular  localities,  and 
which  arc  never  found  out  of  the  tropics.  Tbrieaie 
amongst  the  first  and  decided  evidences  we  have  thai  ihe 
climate  in  those  remote  times  must  have  been  of  a  con- 
stant high  temperature,  fiir  axceeding  any  thing  known  lo 
the  present  order  of  nature,  and  equally  bamiil,  for  these 
immense  plants  of  a  tropical  growth,  which,  al«o,  with 
occasional  palms,  form  the  great  mass  of  the  foiisU  pUnU 
of  the  bilunEiinous  coal  meaeuves,  are  found  in  a  fooij 
state  in  very  high  northern  Istitudes,  and  under  cireom- 
stancea  which  prove  that  they  grew  there.  ConiienMu 
plants  also  have  been  found,  ahowing  that  ihe  low  legioui 
had  their  elevated  countries^  like  die  tropical  regions  of 
our  own  times. 

Taking  fossib  for  our  guide,  the  carbonilerpuslimestoiM, 
millstone  grit  and  shale,  aqd  the  bituminous  coal  measoics, 
may  be  viewed  as  the  upper  part  of  the  group  which  has 
been  considered,  on  account  of  the  atrong  generic  leson- 
blances  of  their  organic  remains ;  for  although  the  trilobites 
tho  producta,  and  some  other  genera  become  less iboAdaot, 
there  is  a  surprising  increase  of  the  zoophytes  and  ndiaiia, 
many  of  the  beds  being  entirely  composed  of  conk  and 
oncrinites.  The  environs  of  NAshvUle,  in  Tenofiiec^ 
where  the  genus  asterias  baa  lieen  found,  the  rocks  of  tin 
falU  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville,  and  the  shore  of  the  Mil* 
sissif^i  between  Uerculaneum  and  Sl  Louis,  are  amoogit 
the  richest  localities  for  fossils  of  the  carboniferoos  lime- 
stone.  . 

Looking,  therefore,  at  the  whole  of  the  fossilifeross  bak 
hitherto  considered,  the  student  of  ancient  nature  csn  hcTt 
contemplate  a  spectacle  of  the  moat  surprising  charadtr, 
and  of  which  no  pursuit  but  geology  could  lead  t^  the  dis- 
closure. He  sees  the  types  of  much  of  what  exists  in  the 
S resent  order  of  nature  in  the  rocks  that  bear  the  fint  evi- 
ences  of  organisation^  and  inferring  from  the  resemblaocH 
what  their  probable  habito  were,  be  can,  with  the  ud  of 
contingent  observations,  decide  upon  reasonsble  groDnJs 
where  were  the  deep  and  where  wcfe  the  shallow  (daces  of 
these  now  petrified  oceans.  Turning  to  the  land,  be  tM 
the  proofs  of  a  luxuriance  of  vegetatiop  unequalled  bj  soj 
thing  in  modern  nature,  yet  in  strict  fa«rmony  with  nitunl 
principles:  still  the  evidenooe  of  terrestrial  anim^^ 
whose  Qse  plants  are  supposed  to  grow,  are  wantiof ;  M 
he  is  satisfied  to  believe  they  might  then  not  btve  been 
called  into  existence,  and  that  an  extent  of  vegrtsMs 
growth,  of  which  we  cannot  form  an  adequate  concepO<»i 
was  intended  solely  for  the  accumulation  of  those  ariMO- 
ized  depositee  without  which  our  own  race  must  ever  ba^ 
remained  in  the  most  rude  and  comfortless  state. 

The  next  great  group  of  organised  bodies  may  be  coo* 
sidered  as  extending  to  the  tertiary,  and  is,  ss  bssbe^'re 
been  remarked,  with  some  exceptions,  deficient  in  the  Uui* 
ted  States,  but  in  Europe  it  discloses  organised  fbmisM* 
character  that  almost  places  them  in  the  regions  ofioms^' 
Although  some  changes  are  obeerved,  the  general  progres- 
sion is  going  steadily  on.  The  belemnites  take  the  place 
of  orthocera,  to  which  they  arc  akin  in  structore;  amnMO- 
ites  begin  to  appear  in  great  abundance,  especially  n  tbi 
oolitic  system,  the  fioors  of  some  of  the  bedsofthelitf 
and  Oxford  clay  being  sometimes  found  stodded  vii" 
them,  furnishing  a  certain  key  to  the  ideoiificaUoo « 
rocks.  Trilobites  give  place  to  other  cru«taces,  the  a»iacp% 
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or  rapmenUtive  of  the  recent  er»y  ftsh.  The  fishes  are 
continued  in  this  group  belongkig  to  the  same  orders  as 
the  Isst,  but  ihe  species  of  the  successive  formations  are 
slwajs  distinct.  The  saurian  reptiles  now  begin  to  appear. 
The  monitor  is  found  before  the  deposition  of  the  oolitic 
series,  together  ^ith  various  sauriaus  in  the  beds  which 
precf>de  the  lias.  Here  we  find  an  astonishing  qusn- 
tUy  of  these  voracions  animals,  silled  to  those  crocodi- 
lean  reptiles  which  frequent  tlie  hays,  the  estuaries, 
and  the  rivers  of  our  own  southern  latitude.  Yariou!! 
species  of  the  iehthj/oaauruBf  some  individuals  of  which 
have  jawi  near  nine  feet  in  length,  with  strong  paddles 
tu  enable  them  to  go  through  the  waters.  This  ani> 
mal,  tt)  the  vertebra  of  a  fish,  unites  the  head  of  a  liz- 
ard and  the  powerful  teeth  of  a  crocodile.  The  plenoaau- 
rus  is  another  monster,  with  the  head  of  a  lisard  and  a 
singularlj  long  neck,  which  at  one  time  it  was  supposed 
to  carry  after  the  manner  of  a  swan  in  the  shallow  waters 
near  the  shore,  hot  which  it  perhaps  projected  in  the  water 
rather  after  the  manner  of  a  serpent.  This  animal  also 
has  peddles.  But  the  most  curious,  because  we  have 
nothing  which  resembles  them  nearer  tlian  the  vampire 
bat,  is  the  plerodaeti/luB,  aeaurian  animal,  with  extended 
membranaooou)  wings;  this  is  the  first  decided  case  of  an 
aerial  animal,  and,  like  the  rest,  was  undoubtedly  of  the 
voracious  kind*  The  smaller  skeletons  of  these  animals  are 
usually  found  in  the  lias,  much  flattened  from  the  great  pres- 
sure upon  them,  but  often  entire,  with  even  the  feces  in  the 
visceral  region,  as  if  they  had  been  surprised  by  a  violent  and 
suddea  death  from  some  extraordinary  convulsion  which 
bad  happened,  and  in  the  ctmsequent  results  of  which  their 
remains  had  been  immediately  envel(^ed  and  preserved. 
The  fsBcesy  or  ceproHiet,  as  they  are  now  termed,  have 
been  analyzed,  and  their  true  character  ascertained.  In 
most  of  them,  the  scales  of  fish  are  found,  and  in  some  the ' 
undigested  remains  of  the  young  of  their  own  kind.  Not- 
withstanding the  immense  period  of  time  they  have  been 
entomlied,  some  of  the  teeth  and  bones  of  these  animals 
have  yielded  about  50  per  cent,  of  phosphate  of  lime.  A 
great  number  of  species  of  these  saurians  occur,  besides 
otbex  genera  which  are  not  mcntiened  here.  The  saurian 
remains  of  the  United  Sutes  have  been  hitherto  fragmen- 
tary, and  belong  to  the  siibcretaceous  beds.  This  group 
is  also  further  remarkable  for  having  prodaced  the  first  un- 
qnestionable  remains  of  terreetial  mammalia,  in  the  didel- 
pboid  quadruped,  as  it  is  usually  termed,  an  extinct  s(*e- 
ciea  of  opossum,  first  found  in  the  sUly  oolitic  beds  of 
Stunesfield,  in  Oxfordshire,  lying  beneath  the  cornbrash. 
Some  doubt  was  formerly  ezpresse<l  on  this  subject,  but 
the  multiplication  uf  specimens  of  late,  many  of  them  in 
guod  preservation,  have  decided  the  question. 

The  wealden  group  is  too  remarkable  to  pass  over  It 
cansists  of  a  series  of  strata  of  limestone,  sands,  and  clay, 
dc^posited  from  freak  water,  enclosed  as^  it  were  between 
formations  of  marine  orgin.  The  fossil  shells  found  in  it 
ara  analogous  to  the  shells  now  living  m  fresh  wnter,  such 
ae  cyciaa,  unio,  palodina,  and  melanin,  with  the  exception 
of  aonae  that  can  live  in  brackish  waters.  In  the  Purbeck 
bed«  a  stratum  of  oyster  shells  occurs  in  the  midst  of  a 
series  of  other  strata,  some  exclusively  containing  fnvh- 
water  ahells,  and  others  a  mixture  of  both  fresh-water  and 
maridr.  These  beds  are  not  only  eitremely  interesting  on 
account  of  the  very  rare  nature  of  some  of  their  organic  re- 
maine,  which  form  the  greatest  ornaments  of  geological 
cabinets,  but  on  account  of  the  illustration  they  furnish  of 
the  changes  of  level  to  which  strata  have  sometimes  been 
forced  by  geological  movements,  as  well  of  the  fact  that 
each  stratum  has  in  its  turn  been  the  bottom  of  the  waters, 
whether  marine  or  fresh.  In  the  Isle  of  Portland,  a  small 
tooi^ue  of  land  which  projects  into  the  English  channel, 
nedir  Weymonth,  a  fine  building  stone  is  quarried,  which  is 
of   undoubted  maiine  origin,  and  of  course  was  once  the 


bottom  of  the  sea.  We  have  the  perfect  evidence  of  this 
ancient  floor  of  the  ocean  having  l*een  uplifted  beyond  its 
level,  in  another  bed,  superincumbent  to  the  marine  one 
below,  containing  the  remains  of  an  ancient  forest  of  cy- 
cadee.  The  stratum  in  which  this  forest  grew,  extends 
through  a  considerable  area  in  England,  anil  bus  been  re« 
^cognised  on  the  opposite  French  coast.  The  trees,  now 
siiicified,  are  in  many  instances  buried  in  a  black  earth,  in 
which  they  grew,  which  is  about  a  foot  thick,  and  is  raUed 
by  the  quarry-men  <<  dirt-bed."  Some  of  the  trunks  of 
the  trees  are  thirty  feet  long,  and  have  a  diameter  of  three 
or  four  feet,  Stumps,  also»  from  one  to  three  feet  long, 
separated  by  the  usual  distance  at  which  forest  trees  grow, 
are  there  in  abundance,  with  their  roots  «truek  into  the 
black  dirt ;  these  stumps  are  also  siiicified.  At  Lutlworth 
cove  (see  diagram  No.  9)  these  lieds  are  at  an  indination 
of  about  46  degrees.  The  thickness  of  this  bed  of  black 
earth  furnishes  some  measure,  though  of  an  indefinite  kind, 
of  its  duration,  since  it  must  be  considered  as  an  acrnmu* 
lation  of  vegetable  matter  formed  subsequent  to  its  eleva- 
tion from  the  sea.  Granting  to  the  forest  lands  uf  the  Uni- 
ted lc$tates  the  entire  duration  of  our  own  chronology,  they 
do  not  show  evidences  of  having  accumulated  vegetable 
matter  to  that  extent,  and  allowing  fur  the  luxuriance  of 
▼egetstion  consequent  upon  tho  ancient  climate,  a  very 
long  period  may  at  least  bo  conceded  for  its  accumulation. 
But  the  terrestrial  level  of  this  bed  was  again  changed,  and 
a  basin-like  form  given  to  it,  for  the  collection  of  fiesh 
waters,  which  at  various  periods  have  deposited  lacustrine 
sediments,  1,000  feet  thick,  including  the  whole  wealden 
group.  During  the  existence  of  this  lake,  a  new  race  of 
mohstrous  reptiles  appears — the  iguanodm,  which,  from 
the  organic  remains  collected,  epfiears  to  have  abounded 
there.  Mr.  Mantell,  the  discoverer  of  this  fossil  animal, 
has  named  it  thus  from  iu  analogy  to  the  recent  Jguana, 
which  is  an  omnivorous  animal,  and,  from  various  fossil 
bones  he  possesses,  has  made  a  comparative  proportional 
estimate  of  the  probable  size  of  the  individuals  of  some  gen- 
era of  which  they  formed  a  part,  and  it  has  resulted  that 
they  were  seventy  feet  long  from  tho  snout  to  the  end  of 
the  tail,  were  near  fifteen  feet  in  circumference,  and  that 
the  tail  was  upwards  of  fifty-two  feet  long.  Besides  this 
animal,  the  megalosaurus,  with  'more  than  one  species  of 
crocodile,  and  various  fresh-water  fish,  were  inhabitants  of 
the  waters.  The  generations  of  these  animals  were,  how« 
ever,  to  cease,  for  wo  fin*!  these  fresh-water  strata  chang- 
ing their  character  and  becoming  the  floor  of  the  ocean,  the 
whole  cretaceous  group,  of  marine  orgin,  and  about  1,000 
feet  thick,  being  deposited  upon  them.  This  was  proba- 
bly produced  by  a  reaction  of  the  cause  which  first  eleva- 
ted the  whole  ares,  and  afterwards  depressed  it  so  as -to 
give  the  ocean  once  more  dominion  over  it.  The  wealden 
group,  a>great  part  of  which  is  in  our  day  a  portion  of  the 
earth*s  surface,  furnishes  most  instructive  proofs  of  the 
changes  of  level  to  which  the  land  was  subjtvt  in  ancient 
times.  In  these  particnlar  instances,  they  seem  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  no  violence,  and  no  evidences  of 
great  abrasion  being -present,  the  movement  would  seem 
to  have  been  a  quiet  vertical  one,  up  and  down;  far  the 
high  inclination  of  the  beds  at  Lulworth  cove  appears  to 
belong  to  another  movement,  which  took  place  aubsequent 
to  the  depoeition  of  the  chalk,  and  which  throw  tho  thick 
beds  of  tho  Isle  of  Wight  upon  their  edges,  in  the  manner 
that  the  oolitic  beds  of  the  Alpine  chain  are  represented  la 
diagram  No.  7.  In  the  cretaceous  group,  most  of  the  or- 
ganic remains  are  marine;  marine  plants,  corals,  and 
sponges  abound.  New  genera  of  fish  are  found  in  the 
chalk,  with  the  mososaurue  and  turtles.  Some  of  the 
chalk  fossils  are  extremely  beautiful. 

In  regard  to  the  vegetation  of  this  secondary  period,  a 
change  is  perceived  e^en  in  the  new  red  sandstone  group. 
The  cryptogamoua  plants  of  the  ancient  period  become  leas 
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numerous  and  of  diminished  size,  at  if  the  temperature  al- 
ready was  abating,  whilst  the  coniferous  or  fir  tribe  begins 
disiinctly  to  appear.  In  the  beds  of  the  oolitic  and  chalk 
formations,  this  last  constitutes  a  Tery  large  portion  of  (he 
vegetation.  Of  the  cycades,  several  species  of  samia  oc- 
cur amongst  the  imperfect  coal  seams  of  the  lower  series, 
and  constitute  a  forest,  as  has  been  liefore  shown  in  the 
wcalden  group. 

The  tertiary  order  extemis,  in  a  surprising  manner,  the 
progressive  advance  towards  the  preaent  order  of  nature,  as 
has  before  been  noticed  in  the  remarks  on  Mr.  Lyell's  ar- 
rangement ;  changM  of  level  appear  to  have  been  frequent, 
marine  and  fresh-water  lieds  alternating.  Lacustrine  re- 
mains increase,  and  show  that  dry  land  and  fresh-water 
streams  were  giving  a  new  character  to  the  earth.  In  the 
lowest  part  of  the  group  we  have  the  first  evidence  of  va- 
rieties of  terrestlal  mammalia,  the  bones  of  palosotherea,  and 
other  genera,  imbedded  in  gypseous  matter,  apparently  de- 
rived from  springs  charged  with  sulphate  of  lime. 

It  was  the  admirable  memoir  of  Cuvier  and  Brogniart, 
of  1811,  unequalled  in  interest  by  any  work  except  Buck- 
land's  account  of  the  Cave  of  Kirkdmte,  which  announced 
the  discovery  of  these  extinct  quadrupeds  in  what  has  been 
called  the  Basin  of  Paris,  that  first  drew  public  attention 
lo  the  importance  of  soologtcal  geology  :  nor  could  there  be 
a  more  happy  coincidence  for  this  science  than  that,  whilst 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  the  largest  European 
capitsls,  some  of  the  rarest  monuments  of  the  ancient  worhl 
were  laid  imbedded  and  unnoticed  in  the  common  quarries 
of  the  country,  two  individuals  should  be  residing  there 
singularly  fitted  by  their  attainments  and  genius  t<y  compre- 
hend and  explain  the  true  character  of  these  paloeotherea, 
and  the  geological  period  of  their  existence.  The  Rev.  W. 
J).  Gonybeare,  one  of  the  soundest  philesophers  and  most 
attractive  writers  of  the  sge,  in  his  "  Report  on  the  pro- 
gress, actual  state,  and  ulurior  prospects  of  geological  sci- 
ence,*' says  that  Smith's  original  observations  respecting 
the  distribution  of  organic  remains  were  received  with  in- 
difference, *<  until  the  high  scientific  distinction  of  Cuvier, 
and  the  striking  and  interesting  nature  of  the  facts  devel- 
oped in  his  brilliant  memoir,  excited  a  marked  sensation, 
and  commanded  the  general  attention  oi  men  of  science ; 
for  none  such  ooukl  peruse  with  indifference  those  masterly 
descriptions^  which  exhibited  the  environs  of  one  of  the 
great  metropolian  ciiiea  of  Europe  as  having  been  succes- 
sively occupied  by  oceanic  inundations  and  fresh-water 
lakes;  which  restored  from  the  scattered  fragments  of  thetr 
disjointed  skeletons  the  forms  of  those  animals,  long  ex- 
tinct, whose  fiocks  once  graxed  on  the  margins  of  those 
lakrs ;  and  which  presented  to  our  notice  the  case  of  beds 
of  rock,  only  a  few  inchea  in  thickness,  extending  contin- 
uously over  hundreds  of  square  miles,  and  constantly  dis- 
tinguished by  the  same  peculiar  species  of  fossil  shells." 

But  as  these  new  genera  come  on  the  stage,  the  ^urian 
reptiles  disappear,  and  are  replaced  by  crocodiles  coming 
near  to  existing  species.  Ammonites  and  belemnitos  cease, 
and  tlie  ^buccinea  begin  to  increase.  Many  of  the  fish  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  group  are  now  extinct,  but  the  great- 
er part  of  tho  genera  approach  the  living  ones,  and  are 
most  analogus  to  those  now  found  in  the  tropical  seas. 
The  maatodon,  the  elephant,  and  the  rhinoceros,  appear  in 
the  upper  formattont,  as  well  as  on  the  existing  surface, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.  The  vegetation  of  tfaeee 
periods  is  the  converse  of  what  It  appeared  to  be  in  its 
dawn,  dicotyledons,  or  plants  having  bark,  wood,  and  pith, 
being  the  most  numerous,  and  cryptogamous  planta,  with- 
out aexiial  organs,  being  least  in  number,  in  accordance 
with  the  present  onler  of  nature. 

In  looking  over  this  imperfoct,  but  still  faithful,  as  for  as 
focts  are  oonoemed,  sketch  of  the  geological  state  of  the 
planet,  the  student  will  perceive  the  elevated  oharader  of 
this  adMice,  furnishing,  as  it  docs,  auch  ooncluaive  rea- 


sonings for  natural  theology.    In  all  theie  [AienoiM&swe 
see  the  evidences  of  design.    If  we  try  them  by  pbjiicil 
laws,  the  spheroidal  form  of  the  earth  reveals  to  oi  its  onea 
fluid  state,  and  chemistry  informs  us  it  was  ignsoui  Aaidi' 
ty.     Here  we  see  the  truly  magnificent  meant  provided 
for  causing  '*  the  dry  land  to  appear/'  through  the  once 
circttmambienr  waters  of  the  globe.     Every  new  excrtioB 
of  this  subterranean  power  is  a  page  in  its  ancient  hiitory, 
and  as  history  shows  the  beginnings  of  natioai  ud  theb 
progress  onward  to  dviliaation,  so  does  each  additionsi  for- 
mation of  rocka,  with  its  imbedded  fossils  of  distinetepedc^ 
from  the  earliest  coophytes  to  the  elephant,  show  Uw  de- 
sign of  creation  was  a  progressive  one,  whether  we  look  lo 
the  aquatic  or  the  terrestlal  organic  bodies.    For  tboee  t&- 
cient  remaine  do  not  consist  of  forms  and  of  a  stTueton  to 
strange  as  to  separate  them  entirely  from  the  aon  recent 
acts  of  creation ;  on  the  contrary,  the  earliest  which  tppen 
are  the  types  of  all  which  succeeded,  entering  natartUf  in- 
to all  the  classifications  which  have  been  devi^d  for  tbe 
illustration  of  the  preient  order  of  nature.    Of  thii  pro- 
gression clear  proofs  have  been  adduced  in  the  preceding 
pages.     In  the  lowest  group  we  have  seen  Ihst  the  (mH 
were  all  marine,  and  consisted  of  corallines,  encrinita*,  bi- 
valves, coneamerated  and  other  molluscous  shelle,  extiod 
Crustacea,  and  fishes  of  a  voracious  character  approiebinf 
the  saurian  fomily.     Such  a  state  of  ancient  toolofy  ii  ie 
perfect  harmony-  with  that  condition  of  the  earth'e  lUiiiKi 
which  we  deduce  from  other  considerations.    The  ocesn, 
though  riot  deep,  as  it  is  now,  eonstitnted  almeit  rmy 
thing ;  dry  land  was  comparaiivvly  rare,  together  with  m- 
ers,  bays,  and  fresh-water  estuaries,  the  proper  hionii  of 
the  saurian  race.     Still  land  existed  at  the  latter  period  of 
this  group,  as  we  find  by  the  associate  plants  of  the  n* 
thracite  coal  beds,  which  themselves  belong  exdoeiveif  to 
a  low  degree  of  organiiation.     During  this  period  we  find 
generic  resemblances  very  common  in  all  parts  of  tbe 
world,  the  evidence  of  a  common  temperature.    In  ^^ 
next  group  we  find  strong  resemblances  to  the  first,  in  or- 
ganic remains,  but  with  a  character  both  generally  in 
specifically  so  distinct  as  to  admit  of  an  undoubted  lecog- 
nition  of  the  beds  of  the  group  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  they  may  be  found.  The  saurian^  the  pterodectvlo% 
the  monitor,  the  crocodiles,  the  igaanadon,  the  depo«ti« 
of  extensive  fresh- water  areas,  the  existence  of  tropialw*- 
eets,  of  the  bituminous  coal  measures,  the  changed  chiiv- 
ter  of  the  fish,  the  existence  of  freeh  water  stretmi  lod 
lakes,  and  a  gradual  approximation  to  the  preaent  npn- 
ficial  arrangements,  show  a  very  great  increase  of  the  Itw. 
These  changes  of  elevation  were  necessarily  accompenin 
with  increased  depths  of  the  aea,  and  the  consequent  intio- 
duction  of  numerous  genera,  with  appropriate  haUti,  wi 
before  noticed.     We  find,  also,  in  the  lower  part  of  um 
group,  importdnt  depositee  of  salt.     Before  theee  gjMjJ 
depths  of  the  ocean  had  been  produced,  ito  mean  d«p 
was  more  equally  distributed  over  the  surfoee,  and  it  ii  wl 
difficult  for  us  to  understand   how  fost  beds  of  roek-iw 
might,  under  such  circumstanees,  be  formed,  liy  the  enp- 
oration  of  the  waters  of  a  high  temperature.    In  ^^^ 
the  aalt  is  usually  found  distributed  above  the  cotl  meas- 
ures, bat  in  the  United  States  it  ie  uniformly  foan<)  ^^ 
down.     In  both  countries,  however,  the  ssline  dep««*' 
generally  approach,  and  indicate  «  common  origio, »  ^ 
bodiee  of  salt  water  had  existed  in  such  sitoations,  pemaf* 
in  aonW  cases  insulated,  as  to  produce  their  ewponW* 
Superficial  incrustations  of  the  same  mineral  ire  "owf^ 
in  various  parte  of  the  west  of  Arkansas,  caooed  by  mv 
deaaiooation  of  the  natural  ealinea.     In  the  tertiiry  f^ 
the  foesils  are  equally  eharacteriatle  of  the  beds  of  the  V^ 
in  every  part  of  the  world»  receding  in  affinity  from  «J 

I'  previously  examined  in  proportion  to  their  periods,  ji* 
united  by  a  common  plan  and  analogy.  A  slight  tcquti"' 
ance  with  the  fossil  ^lls  of  tiM  terUary  strata,  wiU^* 
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able  ftoy  iodWiOuftl  ti>  iilentify  the  bed«.     Hera  the  am- 
mojiitev-  become  esliacl»  and  oonea  and  volutes  begin  to 
abound.    Although  it  may  be  aseerted  that  the  various  fo*- 
aitifefooa  strata  contain  characteristic  organized  bodies  by 
which  straU  can  be  identified,  and  of  course  which  sepa* 
rate  them  from  other  strat%  yet  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
all  the  fossils  of  equivalent  straU  are  identical  in  all  coun- 
tries,  although  some  of  them  are,  as  is  the  case  with  many 
uviogapeciea  in  both  hemispheres.  Whilst  congeners  in  age 
and  in  fbot,  their.forras  are  influenced  by  physical  laws,  and 
particular  specie^  are  neceasarily  geographically  limited  by 
dimalB  and  food.   Where  these  are  fiivcMrable,  all  the  species 
having  a  ciuae  affinity  to  each  other  may  be  found;*  and 
where  climate  and  food  are  not  favorable,  animals  of  the 
aamo  species  may  be  expected  to  present  a  marked  difler- 
ence  in  their  external  chiracters.    The  fine  horse  of  Ara- 
bia,  which  is  cognate  with  the  zebra  of  Africa,  is  a  dwarf 
variety  in  Shetland,. where  climate  and  food  have  limited 
its  stature  and  even  its  functions  so  much  that  the  mare 
only  breeds  once  in  two  years.     This  variety  of  external 
configuration  is  common  to  the  rooUusca,  which  difler 
almost  at  every  point  of  a  coast,  as  we  see  from  the  great 
variety  of  the  fprms  of  cyelcrs;  the  same  may  be  observed 
in  the  uuio  of  freefa  waters,  where  those  of  the  same-  kind 
afiect  the  same  kind  of  locality.     If  such  laws  influence 
animals  and  plants  now,  wo  may  reasonably  suppose  them 
to  have  influenced  them  in  geological  times,  under  similar 
circumatances.     Of  this  general  adaptation  of  causae  we 
have  singular  evidences  in  the  tertiary  group  :  the  surface 
of  the  earth  boihg  at  length  brought  into  a  new  and  appro- 
priate state,  we  find  quadrupeds,  and  of  various  kinds,  be- 
ginning to  multiply,  all  of  them,  however,  no  doubt  suited 
to  the  temperature,  which  appears  from  the  foeail  vegetables 
found  in  high  latitudes  to  have  still  had  a  general  tropical 
character.     We  find  the  elephants  of  our  own  period  thus 
accommodated  to  particular  regions,  that  of  the  arctic  circle, 
as  well  as  the  rhinoceros,  being  prepared  with  a  fleecy  cov- 
ering.    But  although  about  one-fourth  of  the  superfices  of 
the  globe  has  become  dry  land,  and  that  abundantly  fitted 
for  every  class  of  terrestial  snimalii  known  to  us,  yet  most 
important  races  continue  to  disappear,  not  the  species  only, 
for  with  the  exception  of  some  found  in  the  tertiary,  all 
the  species  in  whatever  strata  found  arc  extinct.     The 
pajceatherea  and  the  mastodon  are  extinct  every  where;  and 
the  elephant,  whose  remaina  we  find  scattered  over  this 
continent,  is  extinct  here  also.     The  mastodon  was  com- 
mon to  America,  to  Asia,  and  to  Europe,  and  we  know 
nothing  of  the  causes  which  coukl  have  produced  its  uni- 
versal extinction,  if  they  were  not  of  the  diluvial  character. 
lU  bonea  havo  lieeo  found  here  mixed  up  with  those  of  the 
elcphqnt,  and  the  megalouyx,  in  depositee  brought  together 
no  doubt  by  local  floods.     In  other  instances  skeletons  have 
bren  found  nearly  entire,  buried  in  lacustrine  marls  of  a 
lute  period,  4ind  in  one  instance  a  skeleton  was  found  not 
quite  covered  up  on  the  surface.     They  appear  to  have 
•xisled  during  the  present  order  of  nature,  but  in  no  in- 
atanoe  have  we  any  evidence  of  their  being  contcmporaue- 
uua  with  what  may  strictly  be  called  the  historic  period,  no 
vetfti|;e  of  any  thing  which  has  any  relation  to  the  human 
rac^e  ever  having  be^n  found  mixed  up  witli  their  remains. 
OiiC  of  the  circumstances  which  makes  tliis  science  so 
interesting  to  all  reflecting  beings,  is,  that  in  no  deposite, 
whether  of  gravel,  of  sand,  or  of  clay,  whether  in  caves 
or  in   streams,  have  any  human  remains  evci  been  found, 

•  Since  calcarenus  mnuer  is  nccesBary  to  lestareouB  animals,  we 
utusi  infer  that  a  chatige  iu  the  mioeral  nature  of  \\\g\x  beds  would  be 
inconsistent  wiih  the prwpiroua existence  nf any  animals unsuiied  to 
il ;  hence  wo  find  the  jfrrster  numbflrof  fwiil  shells  in  limestone 
k>0ds,  and  in  caicareoussandsKiuesandshaU^s:  very  few  comparstive- 
\y  are  iu  the  pure  arfjillaceoiw  shalps,  which  were  prabablytho  an- 
cient muvldy  boilrtms  of  the  waif»re.  Il  fullowg  from  this  rpasonin;::  that 
^v#»  may  expect  to  find,  as  we  jroneraliy  do,  lh«*  sam<»  claie  of  annnals 
iu  tlie  sat:ne  strata. 
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that  were  apparently  connected,  in  the  most  remote  man- 
ner, with  any  of  the  geological  periods  which  have  been 
reviewed.  These  have  disclosed  to  us  surprising  inslances 
of  progressive  advance  in  organic  structure,  adjusted  to  the 
gradual  changes  produced  in  the  level  of  the  ocean  and  the 
eonseqnent  increase  of  dry  land.  But  what  crowns  the 
consideration  of  this  lofty  and  attractive  subject  is,  that, 
reverting  from  these  imbedded  records  of  creative  power 
to  ourselves,  the  full  evidence  seems  to  be  before  us  and 
around  us,  of  a  providential  preparation  for  the  reception 
of  our  own  race,  and  of  our  being  placed  here  at  an  ap- 
pointed  time ;  not  like  the  animals,  with  a  capaaity  for 
self-preservation  only,  but  of  rising  to  that  sense  of  the 
responsihility  we  exist  under  to  the  universal  Creator, 
which  may  guide  us  to  another  existence  when  our  bodies 
are  consigned  to  the  common  receptacle  of  organic  nature. 

Reeonnois$ancefrofn  Washington  to  the  Coteau  de  Prmrie. 

Trusting  that  the  explanation  of  geological  principles 
which  I  have  given  in  the  preceding  pnges  will  enable  un- 
initiated readers  to  comprehend  more  easily  the  unavoidable 
technicalities  of  geological  descriptions,  1  proceed  now  to 
a  relation  of  my  reconnoissance,  during  the  past  season, 
from  the  seat  of  Government  to  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  a 
ridge  of  high  prairie  land  lying  between  the  Missouri  and 
the  Minnay  Sotor  Watapah  (as  it  is  called  In  the  Nacotah 
or  Sioux  language)  or  the  St.  Peter's  river.  Desirous  of 
making  the  opportunities  for  observation  which  jvould  oc- 
cur on  my  route  to  Green  Bay  as  interesting  and  useful  to 
the  country  as  circumstances  would  permit  me  to  do,  I  de- 
termined to  follow  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  into  the  great 
Western  bituminous  coal  field.  To  this  I  was  induced  by 
various  considerations.  This  route  would  lead  me  along 
the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  a  work  which 
deserves  to  be  considered  of  great  magnitude,  as  well  in 
relation  to  the  extraordinary  difficulties  which  have  oppo' 
sed  themselves  to  its  construction,  the  amount  of  capital 
involved. in  it,  in  which  the  Government  is  so  deeply  in- 
terested, and  the  cpal  state  of  the  resources  of  the  country 
through  which  it  parties,  upon  which  a  dependence  is  placed 
for  the  eventual  indemnification  of  its  cost.  The  inspec- 
tiou  of  this  val'ey  could  not  but  be  favorable  to  a  correct 
apprehension  of  the  geological  structure  of  the  country 
from  the  falls  of  the  Potomac  towards  its  sources:  the 
natural  sections  on  the  river  were  numerous,  and  the  works 
on  the  canal  had  laid  open  many  others,  so  that  anv  one 
who  had  before  traversed  this  region  by  land,  with  sufficient 
leisure  to  note  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  mineral 
formations,  could  not  but  receive  an  instructive  lesson  on  a 
line  where  the  formations  are  so  repeatedly  laid  open  as 
they  are  on  the  banks  of  this  river.  Washington  and 
Georgetown  are  immediately  underlaid  by  the  gneiss,  and 
in  the  environs  of  this  last  place,  cjrpccially  along  the  line  of 
Rock  creek  and  on  the  canal, evidences  are  already  perceived 
in  the  alternate  southeast  and  northwest  dip  of  the  rocks,  of 
that  extensive  anticlinal  movement  by  which  all  the  rocks 
along  the  entire  line  of  the  Potomac  have  been  aflected,  as 
high  up  as  the  great  bituminous  coal  field.  In  the  various 
localities  here,  where  the  rocks  are  exposed,  the  true  dip 
of  the  rocks  is  so  contradicted  by  the  cleavage,  that  great 
and  patient  attention  is  required  to  distinguish  .between 
that  and  the  stratification;  but  there  are  some  instances  on 
the  cSnal,  on  leaving  Georgetown,  wliere  the  southeast  dip 
of  the  gneiss  is  sufficiently  clear ;  after  somo  distance  the 
strata  become  fissile,  with  large  veins  of  quartz,  are  elevat- 
ed into  an  almost  vertical  position,  and  then  dip  to  the 
northwest,  at  a  very  high  angle,  as  far  as  the  Great  Falls. 
On  approaching  the  falls,  tho  bed  of  the  river  presents  a 
singular  spectacle :  i*harp,  isolated  masses  of  dark,  glossy 
micaceous  slate,  turned  upon  their  edges,  lie  bare  for  a 
great  distance,  and  occupy  a  large  area,  resembling  the 
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breakers  of  a  boisterous  sea  suddenly  {letrified.  But  the 
river  has  long  ago  abandoned  this  part  of  its  bed,  whilst 
the  proof  of  the  rocks  having  been  reduced  to  their  present 
state  by  Us  former  action,  is  abundnnt  in  the  immense 
quantity  of  pot-holes  in  the  rocks,  some  of  them  two  or 
three  feet  in  diameter,  occasioned  by  the  whirling  motion 
of  fragments  of  quartz  or  other  hard  mineral  matter,  in 
depressed  parts  of  the  slate,  which,  when  continued  a  long 
time,  make  very  deep  holes,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  beds  of 
all  rivers  where  the  water  is  low  and  runs  quick.  This 
perforating  process  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  destruction 
of  strata  upon  a  large  scale,  the  holes  becoming  so  deep  find 
numerous  that  at  length  the  floods  have  strength  enough 
to  disintegrate  the  strata,  and  subsequently  break  up  the 
fragments.  In  long  periods  of  time,  water  has  power  to 
wear  its  way  through  the  stoutest  mineral  masses,  and  I 
know  of  no  place  which  affords  a  better  study  of  the  power 
of  water  to  deepen  iu  own  beds,  than  the  singular  area 
I  have  mentioneid,  as  well  as  the  falls  themselves,  which 
are  amongst  the  most  picturesque  localities  of  this  country.* 
A  iitlle  further  to  the  westward,  the  slaty  rocks  again 
dip  to  the  eastward,  and  are  occasionally  almost  vertical, 
become  contorted,  and  vary  in  color.  At  Seneca  creek  the 
soil  begins  to  be  reddish,  and  on  the  west  side  a  soft  red 
sandstone  comes  in,  the  beds  of  which  appear  horizontal 
from  the  canil,  but  upon  examination  have  a  regulsr  anti- 
clinal structure.  Seams  of  loose  red  shsle  abound  between 
the  strata  of  sandstone ;  specimens  also  of  anthracite  coal 
have  been  obtained  from  this  neighborhood,  the  nature  of 
which,  not  having  been  well  apprehended,  has  induced  some 
persons  to  suppose  that  this  locality  might  be  a  continuity 
of  the  Chesterfield  coal  field  of  Virginia.  It  deserves  a  re- 
mark that  the  red  shale  U  a  constant  concomitant  of  the 
anthracite  coal  of  the  Alleghany  system.  A  few  miles 
from  Seneca  creek,  and  84  miles  by  the  canal  from  George- 
town, the  strata  dip  again  to  the  westward.  At  Mr.  Lee's 
quarry,  from  whence  valuable  slsbs  are  obtained  for  the 
public  works  at  Washington,  fine  casts  of  calamites,  with 
impressions  of  other  plants,  are  found.  Seams  of  red  shale 
separate  the  beds  of  sandstone  occasionally  ;  carbonate  of 
copper  is  frequent,  and  small  veins  of  anthracite  coal. 
The  country  for  the  next  fourteen  miles  presents  fine 
slopes  and  levels,  and  is  occupied  for  agricultural  purposes, 
when  an  anticlinal  ridge  of  soft  red  shale  comes  in  upon 
the  river  at  right  angles,  dipping  to  the  southeast.  About 
five  miles  before  reaching  the  Monocacy  river,  a  calcareous 
breccia,  coming  in  from  the  northeast,  the  ssme  of  which 
the  columns  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  Capitol  are  made, 
appears  in  the  ridge,  alternating  with  the  red  shale  in  broad 
seams,  and  in  many  places  mixed  up  with  it.  It  is  quite 
apparent  that  the  breccia  and  the  diale  have  been  contem- 
poraneously deposited.  Thirty-eight  miles  from  George- 
town the  ridge  is  about  eighty  feet  higher  than  the  canal, 
and  still  dips  ca^t,  but  the  breccia  soon  discontinues,  and 
the  red  shale  presents  a  more  horizontal  appearance,  when 
the  ridges  cease,  and  a  small  valley  occurs,  until,  at  forty 
miles,  the  country  rises  into  a  ridge  again  of  red  shale 
and  sandstone,  still  with  a  southeast  dip.  At  forty-six 
miles  and  a  half,  the  ridge  is  distant  about  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  canal,  but  shows  a  good  section  dipping  to 
the  west.  At  forty-seven  miles  the  breccia  comes  in  again 
in  broad  seams,  dipping  to  tlie  west,  and  unmixed  with 
any  other  rock,  although  the  pebbles  are  in  many  instances 
set  in  the  red  shale.     As  this  breccia  is  one  of  those  geo- 


♦The  nature  of  the  powerofthe  waifr  In  thislncalhy  inancieit  times, 
before  ihe  bed  nf  ihe  river  was  contracted,  will  be  better  understood 
by  stating  ttya  tlie  tails  are  nenrly  at  the  head  of  a  natural  iDclined 
planei  raeasurinc.  by  the  bend*  nC  the  river,  upwards  of  11  miles  to 
Georgetov(rn,  and  having  a  fall  of  168  feet  to  the  tide  water  level.  This 
gives  an  average  uf  14|  feet  per  mile,  a  force,  added  to  the  im- 
mense period  it  operated  upon  these  rocks.  |>rubttbly  ever  since  the 
elevation  of  the  Atlantic  primary  chain,  sufficiently  adequate  fur  the 
phenomena  now  nreeented  I  n  the  bed  of  ihe  ri  ver.  In  the  succeeding 
inclined  plane  ofSI  miles,  the  fall  is  only  22  feeu 


logical  pbeoomeDE  which  explains  in  a  most  etiiifictor; 
manner  the  nature  of  the  oavses  which  have  in  aneienttiiMi 
modified  this  portion  of  the  «urface  of  the  earth,  I  tbil]  re. 
vert  to  it  after  pursuing  the  line  of  the  river  sontwlut 
further  to  the  noithwest. 

At  the  Point  of  Rocks,  forty-eight  miles  from  George- 
town,  the  Potomac  issues  from  the  Cotoctin  movmtoiiM, 
which  form  the  eastern  flank  of  the  A  tlantio  primary  chain. 
This  chain,  mineralogically  considered,  is  a  msu  of  pri- 
mary slates,  sandatonea,  and  quarts,  having  a  north  Donb- 
east  direction,  and  runn  ag,  with  a  breadth  of  aboat  fiftceo 
miles  from  its  western  to  its  eastern  flank,  through  sn  n- 
tensive  area  of  limestone.  Geographically  eonsiderec),  it 
consists  of  two  ranges  of  hills^  divided  by  the  Middirown 
valley,  the  westernmost  of  which,  in  this  netghborbooA,  ii 
called  the  Blue  ridge,  and  the  eastern  bne  the  CoUKtio 
mountaina.  On  arriving  at  these  last,  a  rems  kabUcbiogs 
takes  place  in  the  aspect  of  the  country;  moauiiiaooi 
masses,  formed  of  many  varieties  of  primary  slates,  ei. 
ceedingly  contorted  at  times,  but  with  a  general  dip  to  ths 
east,  break  through  the  common  level.  At  Harpei^s  Ferry, 
twelve  miles  further,  theae  elates,  which  rise  to  a  very  Iofi)f 
mural  escarpment  of  eight  or  nine  hundradfeet,  dip  alomt 
in  every  direction ;  sometimes  the  seams  appear  to  form 
round  nodules  of  one  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  oAeo  m 
vertical,  then  again  become  concenuic  The  whole  aatt 
ia  in  a  state  of  great  confusion,  which  is  ineiesied  by  the 
cleavage,  here  exceedingly  deceptive.  One  mile,  hfmtm, 
further  west,  the  laminn  of  the  slate  become  thin  tnd  du- 
merous,  and  show  the  true  dip,  which  is  easterly.  Iliis  i> 
confirmed  by  the  edges  of  the  beds  in  the  Sbensodoah  it 
low  water.  A  few  miles  beyond  this  point,  the  chiracta 
of  the  country  again  changes,  the  slates  disappear,  and  m 
come  upon  vertical  lamina  of  Jimestone,  which,  aomeffiiit 
further  on,  dip  to  the  west. 

Reverting  to  the  breccia,  ainl  with  a  view  to  gire  a  men 
satisfactory  explanation  of  it,  I  shall  now  trace  another  src* 
tional  line,  parallel  to  the  oiie  which  has  been  described, 
but  reversing  the  direction,  anU  descending  the  couotry  (im 
northwest  to  southeast.  By  following  Ihe  edge  oT  tbi 
limestone  spoken  of  as  lying  in  vertical  lamiiis,  the  tn^l* 
ler  conies  U|*)n  Boon^horough,  in  Maryland,  a  town  which 
standa  upon  the  western  flank  of  the  Blue  ridge,  where  it 
joins  the  great  formation  of  tranaition  limestone,  as  it  hai 
hitherto  been  called.  On  thia  line  he  finda  the  Bloe  riige 
composed  of  primary  elates,  chlorites,  and  sandstones,  wiib 
conglomerate  grits,  to  the  eastern  foot  of  the  ridgs^  all  dip- 
ping east.  Bntering  the  Mi«killetown  vsliey,  be  fiods  a 
decomposed  re^l  shale  and  talcoaa  slate.  Leaving  Middle- 
town,  which  is  eight  miles  from  Boonsborough,  be  cnsaei 
the  Cotoctin  mountaina,  composed  of  chlorite  roc^a  and 
slates,  with  green  epidote  and  wbitbish  slaty  sandstopOi 
and  advances  towards  Fredericktown,  also  distant  fl^' 
miles.  When  he  has  letl  the  mountains  behind  hiffl,  ^ 
has  advanced  to  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  tlie  city,  na 
finds  the  ground  covered,  for  a  breadth  of  several  bandied 
yards,  with  immense  dislocated  mmmeu  of  the  cslcarMW 
breccia,  some  of  them  weighing  fifty  tons,  and  the  fraf- 
menu  and  pebbles  of  which  it  is  composed  eemsotsd  ta* 
gether  with  a  red  argillaceous  earth.  One  mile  from  Fnd- 
erick  he  finds  the  limestone  ta  regiHarly  in  place  as  it  » 
webt  of  the  Blue  ridge,  iu  ed^es  crossing  ihe  road  io  a  di- 
rection of  north  northeast  to  south  aouiheast,  sometimaa dip- 
ping easteriy,  und  frequently  vortical,  'i'he  limestone  con- 
tinues uninterruptedly  to  the  Monocacv  river,  on  the  esii- 
era  side  of  which  laminated  Klatf^s  luid  ahales  comroencr. 
Wc  have  thus  all  the  proofW  that  the  Atlantic  primal 
cbsin  has  come  up  from  below  through  the  limc>it'>or,  ind- 
urating and  brciiking  it  up  into  fragments  of  every  ti»t 
which  were  itubscquenlly  transported  to  the  cast  side  « 
the  cbaiu  by  a  current  from  the  west,  and  deposited  tber'i 
intermixed  with  the  decomposed  red  shale,  foriiocongi(»3* 
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erato  ha«  yet  been  found  on  the  weetem  ade.  Tbie  greet 
eleratory  movement  seems  to  have  been  followed  by  anotJi- 
er,  which  has  given  the  anticlinal  arrangement  to  all  the 
rocks  of  the  country ;  for,  after  the  first  deposition  of  the 
breccia,  we  find  it  dislocated  and  broken  npinto  the  masses 
before  spoken  of.  l*his  most  have  taken  place  posterior  to 
its  semi-indaration»  for,  where  it  lies  andisturbed,  the  frag- 
meats  of  which  it  is  composed  are,  4n  niimen>us  locaiities, 
rent  in  every  direetion,  their  correspooding  parts  often 
shifted,  and  the  fissures  filled  op  with  the  earbonate  of 
lime.  This  curious  state  of  the  breoeia  is  woU  exhibted  in 
the  columns  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenutives  at 
the  Capitol,  f  have  followed  this  breccia  for  great  disUn- 
ess  along  the  eastern  fiank  of  this  chain,  and  have  found  it 
always  similarly  sitnated ;  only  in  some  localitiee,  as  in 
Paoquier  county,  Virginia,  to  the  northwest  of  the  town 
of  Buckland,  the  breccia  is  not  composed  of  limestone,  but 
of  slates,  sandstones,  and  qusrftR,  because  the  limestone 
has  never  extended  to  that  parallel.  «>  We  may  safely  infer, 
from  all  theee  eirdtrastanees,  that  the  Atlantic  piimary 
chain  was  elevated  posterior  to  the  deposition  of  the  lime- 
stone, which  may  be  conaidered  the  equivalent  of  the  low- 
est lieds  of  Mr.  Murchison's  Silurian  rocks. 

These  non-fossiliferous  beds  extend  now  a  long  way  op 
the  river,  which  is  very  tortuous,  embracing  many  beds  c^ 
hydraulic  lime,  which,  as  well  ae  the  common  limestone, 
when  pure,  has  added  moch  to  the  value  of  real  estate  here 
since  the  construction  of  the  canal.     The  compact  dark 
blue  kind  makes  an  excellent  mineral  manure^  but  cracks 
when  used  as  plastering- for  rooms^  an  objection  the  whiter 
kinds  are  not  so  obnoxious  to,  they  being  less  ferruginous. 
The  whole  distance  up  the  river,  the  beds  are  anticlinalfy 
arr«)ged,  often  forming  complete  arches,  and  occasionally 
the  seams,  not -more  than  eight  inches  wide,  are  diftposed 
into  concentric  forms  of  forty  feet  diameter.  At  Shepherds- 
town  a  band  of  quartxose  red  sandstone,  aboot  three  feet 
broad,  sometimes  crossed  with  small  seams  of  carbonste 
of  lime,  runs  through  the  strata  of  limestone  due  north  and 
sooth.     I  obtained  a  singular  speetmen  from  it,  with  septa 
standing  on  its  face  in  relief,  like  chain  cora^.     Higher  up 
lofty  bluils  of  limestone  approach  the  river  on  both  sides; 
eoroe  of  them  on  the  left  bank  are  cavernous,  with  pendent 
stalactites  inside.     Near  Williamsport  the  beds  frequently 
dipped  both  ways  in  a  short  distance ;  indeed,  in  some  lo- 
calitiee they  have  a  wavy  structure,  forming  a  set  of  anti- 
clinal and  synclinal  lines,  as  in  diagram  10,  where,  at  a,  a 
ravine,  the  continuity  is  interrupted  by  the  removal  of  Inin- 
eral  matter.     Diagram  No.   U  represents  another  locality 
near  Williamsport,  where,  at  a,  a  part  of  the  beds  seems  to 
bave  slid  off,  and  to  have  left  a  ravine,  where  trees  are  now 
growing.     The  main  beds  c^  limestone  here  are  about  three 
feet  wide.     In  approaching  the  Alleghany  ridges  the  evi- 
denees  are  abundant  of  a  great  disturbance  in  the  beds.     I 
CDpled  the  appearances  exhibited  by  thorn  in  diagram  18, 
within  the  space  of  three  miles.     At  Williamsport  a  slaty 
shale  comes  in  at  the  river,  through  which  a  road  has 
been  eut  to  the  canal  bridgo,  which  exhibits  the  lamina 
standing  in  every  possible  direcii  >n.     The  canal  not  being 
navigable  beyond  this  town,  which  is  one  hundred  miles 
from  Georgetown,  I  abandoned  those  instructive  banks  of 
ihe  river,  and  continued  over  the  limestone,  occasionally 
alternaflng  with  shale,  by  the  upper  route  to  Clear  Spring, 
about  seven  miles.     A  little  beyond  this  place  the  forma- 
tions change,  and  the  heavy  limestone  water  is  exchanged 
fvr  the  pure  springs  flowing  from  the  shales  and  sandstones 
of  the  North  mountain,  the  first  in  advance  of  the  Alle- 
ghany system  of  ridges  west  of  the  Atlantic  primary.  Fur- 
ther on,  about  nine  miles,  a  fine  fossiliferoos  bed  of  lime- 
atone  comes  in  on  the  Tricking  creek,  containing  products, 
apirifers,  cardia,  and  some  goniatites.     1'bcre  i^  however, 
a  lower  route,  by  the  way  of  what  is  called  Big  Spring, 
baiwixt  the  North  mountain  and  the  river,  where  the  lime- 


stone, with  the  exception  of  a  fow  continuous  beds  of  shale^ 
is  continuous;  and  aa  the  North  mounuin,  on  the  Virginia 
side,  across  the  Potomac,  continues  its  course  to  the  B.  S. 
W.,  it  is  evident  that  the  bed  of  the  river  has  bean  exca- 
vated subsequent  to  the  deposite  of  tho  North  mountaia» 
and  that  the  shales  and  sandatonea  have  been  removed  from 
the  limeatone  occupying  the  space  between  the  now  separ- 
ated portions  of  the  mountain.  I  have  subsequently  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  country  on  the  Virginia 
side,  and  found  every  thing  in  correspondenoe  there.  TiM 
limestone  extends  from  Shepherdstown  to  the  east  flank  of 
the  North  mountain,  near  HedgeeviUe^  and  the  same  beds 
of  shale  which  are  observed  on  the  opposite  tide  occur  on 
this  side,  betwixt  this  last-mentioned  place  and  Martina- 
burg.  Punning  the  road  from  Licking  creek  tn  Haacook* 
there  are  nnmevoua  sections  of  shales  and  saodsfonea,  dip- 
ping alternately  east  and  weat,  the  atrata  frequently  •»> 
hibiting  imperfect  arches.  On  the  route  a  very  distinct 
view  is  had  of  a  narrow  valley,  on  the  Virginia  tide,  lying 
between  two  subordinate  ridgea,  called  the  Third.  Ull  and 
Sieepy-creek  mountain.  Here  the  first  veins  are  firand  of 
aathrecite  coal  of  a  good  quality ;  and  although  they  are 
known  to  extend  many  miles  to  the  S.  S.  W.,  no  exami* 
nation  of  them  has  yet  been  made  minute  enough  to  ascer- 
tain their  capacity.  This  Llearned  from  some  of  the  pro* 
prieUws  is  aboot  to  be  done* 

From  Hancock  to  Cumberland,  the  proposed  termination 
of  the  Ohesapeake  and  Ohio  canal«  aboot  forty  miles,  a  great 
namlmr  of  subordinala  ridgea  are  crossed,  conaistiog  of  red 
shales,  sandstones,  ferruginous  ore»,  grits,  and  occasional 
bends  of  encrinital  limestone.  Some  ^  these  are  the  bifur- 
cations of  one  piincipal  lidge,  as  Town  hill  is  of  Sidling 
hill,  which  extends  up  to  the  Juniatta,  in  Pennsylvania; 
sU,  however,  appear  to  have  one  general  magnetio  direc- 
tion, running  between  north  and  northeast*  At  Flint 
Stone,  twelve  miles  itom  Cumberland,  are  beds  of  Uroestone^ 
containing  fossils  analsgous  to  those  of  the  carboniferous 
limestone  of  the  Western  country,  beUerophon,  Mngula, 
avioula,  turbo,  a  great  variety  of  favosites,  madreporss,  and 
other  soophy tes,  and  beds  of  encriDitea^  converted  into  oalr 
careoua  spar,  which  would  make  very  beautiful  marbles. 
These  beds  appears  to  me  to  be  the  equivaleots  of  the  Lud- 
low rocks.  The  country  again  rises  with  shale*  and  sand- 
stones, but  on  approaching  CumberUmd,  beds  of  limeatone 
are  again  met  with,  but  very  slaty,  and  alteroating  with 
shale  and  sandstone;  sometimes  they  are  horizontal,  some- 
times contorted,  and  are  thrown  even  Into  vertical  inclina- 
tions. The  fossils  here  again  come  near  to  those  of  the 
carboniferous  limestone.  To  the  west  of  this  place  rises  a 
lofty  ridge,  called  Will's  mountain,  about  900  feet  in  height* 
with  an  immense  gap,  through  which  Will's  creek^finds  its 
way  to  the  Potomac.  East,  however,  of  this  mountain  ia 
a  small  ridge,  which  stops  short  of  Cumbeiland  to  the 
northeast,  being  divided  from  iu  southern  portion,  which 
continues  its  southern  course  across  the  Potomac  in 
Virginia,  by  a  basin  about  a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  in  which 
Cumberland  is  situated,  and  through  which  the  Potomac 
flows.  This  ridge  is  composed  of  shale  and  limestone, 
with  products,  spirifers,  and  cardia.  It  is  evident  that  the 
ancient  floods  which  have  retired  from  this  part  of  the 
country  at  the  period  of  its  becoming  dry  land,  have  carried 
away  the  subjacent  shale,  and  that  the  superincumbent 
limestone  has  fallen  in  for  want  of  support.  The  gorge  of 
Will's  mountain  is  a  very  remarkable  locality ;  it  extends 
•bout  3,000  paces,  and  is  ia  some  places  500  paoes  wide, 

*  Charles  B.  Fisk,  Esq.,  the  iotelUgent  chief  engineer  of  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohto  canal,  wu  obliging  enough  to  have  parallel  lines  run 
for  me,  to  cover  points  of  white  granular  sandstone,  and  red  tandsione, 
which  had  been  iaentitled  as  belonging  to  the  anticlinal  strata,  follow- 
ing the  magnetic  direction  above  alluaed  to.  These  lines,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  neighborhood  of  HanciKk  across  the  Cacapon  rirer  to 
s  point  west  of  the  Cacapon  and  south  of  the  Potomac,  gax'ea  course  of 
S.^  degrees  W. 
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presenting  «  very  curioufl  and  quite  •  magnificent  aeelion 
of  the  mouDtaia.  This  constats  of  red  ebale,  subjacent  to 
grayish  sandstones  and  grits.  On  the  north  side  the  tam- 
init  is  about  850  feet  from  the  creek,  showing  a  bold  mural 
escarpment,  with  an  immense  talus  of  follen  masses,  ex- 
tending twu-thirde  of  the  way  up  the  citff.  On  the  south 
aide,  at  the  eastern  end,  the  base  rises  by  a  slight  inclina- 
tion into  a  regular  curvature  of  the  beds,  the  lowest  being 
«  red  shale,  and  the  upper  bods  consisting  of  grayish  sand- 
•lones  and  grits.  The  curt«ture  presents  a  segment  of  an 
ftrch,  the  base  of  which  would  be  about  9,000  feel.  On 
Teaching  the  western  end  of  the  gap,  I  observed  that  the 
Ikztore  of  the  beds  had  as  it  were  collapsed,  and  that  a 
great  many  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  about  300  feet  in 
iiiioknesa,  were  hanging  vertically  upon  the  flattened  side 
•of  the  arch,  aa  in  diagram  1 3.  Amongst  the  rabbiah  I  had 
«e«n  some  specimens  of  fucoides  Alleghaniensis,  and  as 
««on  as  I  fully  ecmprehemled  the  collapsed  state  of  these 
rocks,  it  occurred  to  me  that  f  might  possibly  find  the  beds 
to  which  they  belong,  and  climbing  the  dtff  and  looking 
diligently  about,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  them, 
with  several  other  varieties  of  fucus  in  place  on  the  outer- 
moH  of  the  vertical  beds.  The  fuoi  all  belonging  to  the 
seaweed  tribe  of  plants,*  these  must  have  grown  upon  the 
flat  bed  of  the  sea.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  all  the 
beda  had  been  bent  up  by  some  action  from  below,  and  that, 
from  some  inequality  in  the  action,  or  from  some  external 
cnusey  the  bed  on  which  they  lay  together  with  iu  associate 
•Irota,  had  eotlapsed  towards  the  centre,  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  would  appear  to  have  been  thrown  up  into  a  ver- 
tical poeition,  if  the  incurvatod  part  bad  been  concealed. 

A  few  miles  from  this  remarkable  gap,  on  the  road  to- 
wards Frostburg,  a  change  in  the  fonnatione  takes  place  ; 
the  sandstone  becomes  micaceous,  md  the  shales  alternate 
^ith  bands  of  limestone.  The  country  now  rises  over 
2)an*e  monntain,  the  eastern  limit  here  of  the  Western 
bituminous  coal  field,  to  Frostburg,  ten  miles  from  Cum- 
berland, and  it  is  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  which  is 
«rf>aut  eighteen  hundred  and  fifiy  feet  above  the  level  of 
tide-water,  that  those  fine  veins  of  bituminous  coal  have 
been  opened  which  are  hereafter,  when  the  canal  ia  finiah- 
od,  to  come  in  eompetition  with  the  other  bituminous  coals 
-on  the  Atlantic  border.  One  of  the  veins  here,  of  which 
there  appear  to  be  four  regularly  developed,  giving  twenty 
fcet  of  coal,  ia  trn  feet  thick,  and  would  be  all  of  a  very 
•xcellent  quality,  if  it  were  not  for  a  deposite  of  shale, 
from  six  to  twelve  Inches  thick,  in  the  centre  of  the  vein. 
A  very  great  advantage  which  this  coal,  in  common  with 
«H  the  bituminous  coal  min^s  of  the  West  posseeses,  ia, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  eeveral  fbram- 
tions  of  the  geological  column,  which  has  been  before  aaen- 
tioned,  and  the  elevation  of  the  region  above  the  river  lev- 
els, the  eoal  is  excavated  with  compaititively  littlia  cost, 
and,  dipping  gently  to  the  west,  the  drainage  is  easily  ef- 
fected. The  hydrates  of  iron,  also,  of  this  neighborhood, 
are  very  promising,  hut  the  continuity  of  depositee  of  this 
character  is  very  variable,  and  no  calculation  can  be  made 
either  of  their  extent  or  thickness,  unless  the  beds  have 
been  very  generally  worked  and  for  a  long  time,  Thift  is 
not  the  case  with  the  coal,  which  takes  its  origin  from  a 
different  cause,  and  which  develops  itself  in  many  neigh- 
boring localities,  with  the  greetest  assurance  of  its  being 
continuons.  Frostburg  is  the  summit^level  of  the  country, 
and  the  beds  lie  generally  in  the  same  horizonUl  manner 
in  which  they  were  deposited ;  from  which  the  inference 
way  be*  safely  drawn  that  they  were  deposited  posterior  to 
the  movement  which  has  given  an  anticlinal  arrangement 
to  all  the  beds  lyin^  between  them  and  Georgetown. 

From  Frostburg  I  descended  the  valley  of  George's  creek 

, '  *  Some  of  the  recentspecies  of  fuci'  are  roaoy  hundred  feet  in  length, 
autl  have  a  small  bladder  at  the  end  of  iheir  leaves,  bv  the  Aid  of  wMch 
they  float. 


eighteen  milea,  to  the  village  of  Wealempoit,  on  the  nort\i. 
em  iN-anch  of  the  Potomac     The  valley  is  hemmed  io  bv 
lofty  bills,  containing  various  veins  of  coal.    Three  mib 
beyond  Western  port  and  one  Hymid  the  mouiho(Sange 
river,  the  Potomac  has  worn  its  way  through  a  ridge,  tp- 
parentjy  nine  hundred  feet  high  at  Icael,  makiagtgapef 
a  mile  wide.     On  the  aoutb  side  ia  a  very  eurioai  venial 
section,  (Diagram  Ne.  14,*)  eihiliiUng  the  raie  ipecttcle 
of  six  workable  veina  of  coal,  containing  near  ferty  f«cl  ^ 
coal  and  two  bnnda  of  iron  om.     Th*  uppcnaost  of  thsie 
veins  is  about  sixteen  feet  thick,  and  is  about  eigiit  ban- 
dred  foel  from  the  level  of  the  river.    The  tiz-feet  vein  of 
this  locality  has  a  band  about  one  foot  thick  of  argjUireoni 
shale  in  the  centre,  like  ihm  vein  at  Frostburg,  lod  the 
three  feet  vein  ia  eomewhas  pyriliferotw.    ThM  oicnn- 
slancea  may  aaaiat    future  observers  in    thetr  inqtariv 
whether  Ibeae  veins  are  continuous  and  ideaUcBl.   Tht 
coal  is  nearly  at  the  same  height  at  both  locahdes,  Ym- 
burg  being  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  five 
feet  above  the  level  of  Cumberland,  and  the  summit  of  iIk 
seotion  near  Savage  river  having  about  the  same  elevitjoo, 
the  truncated  mountain  being  perhape  nine  boadml  wl 
fifty  feet  high,  and  the  fall  to  Cumberland  from  thence  be- 
ing about  three  hundred  and  thirty  feet    The  vans  «t 
both  places  dip  to  the  wesL     I  regretted  at  the  time  not 
having  leisure  to  examine  thia  subject  more-^Bioatelj  vitli 
referebce  to  the  general  cootinuiiy  of  the  veins.    Wbn 
the  impedimentsf  to  the  navigailion  shall  atsomefutaie 
period  be  overcome,  there  will  be  no  part  of  thi  world, 
perhaps,  where  coal  can  be  mined  and  ahipped  with  greii- 
er  faaility  than  at  the  8ava«e  mountain.    Th«  gatteiw 
can  be  constructed  in  the  bi^ad  faee  of  da;«  andtheeoil 
let  down  by  dr^ps  to  the  boats  below.     I  remember  eeaqg 
this  admirable  contrivance  at  Sanderiand,  in  En^sod:  tbe 
coal  being  brought  from  the  mitiea  tn  the  river  at  ta  dm- 
tion  of  aeveral  hundred  feet,  one  car  at  a  time,  laden  with 
coal,  was  carried  out  by  mnahinery,  and  suspeoded  rrcr 
that  part  of  tha  river,  where  th«  veaeel  Uty ;  it  was  then  let 
down,  with  the  man  aoeonpanying  il,  within  a  modenle 
distance  from  the  open  hatcbea;  the  man  then  toachio|e 
spring,  the  bottom  of  the  car   was  let  go,  and  die  coil 
dropped  into  the  hold  ;  th#  onr  waa  then  boislad  up  agiii^ 
and  another  let  down. 

Returning  to  Cumberland  from  Weatemport,  t  distiBce 
of  twepty-eight  miles,  by  the  banks  of  the  Potomsciffcr 
as  it  was  practicable,  I  bad  n  fine  opponnnity  of  obnniBg 
the  river  aectiona  in  a  part  of  the  country  lemaiktblj  wild 
and  picturesque,  where  the  river  occasioaally  woendili 
way  through  very  narrow  nnountaineus  gorge*.  Kot^ 
from  Westernport,  on  the  ka  b«nk,  there  is  another  eml 
vein»  of  about  twelve  feet»  which  I  was  told  reapperredw 
the  southern  or  Virginia  aide,  atacArly  thesunoM 
about  Ihrae  milea  distant  The  termination  of  ifa«  cod 
field  was  soon  marked  by  the  reapperaoee  of  anticlini^ 
contorted  limestone  beda  aHenpaiinf  with  shale.  SoM* 
timea  the  bills  come  down  to  the  left  bank  so  abraptlyii 
to  make  it  neoesaary  to  cronato  the  Virginia abois.  At*"' 
place  the  mountain  deacenda  in  an  inclination  of  eeveoij 
degreea  to  the  river,  and  a  bridle-path  has  been  D«d^ 
which  crosses  this  elope  at  an  elevation  of  five  hi»df(d 
feet,  over  which  a  careiesa  Uavelier  might  be  eeeitf  p^ 
cipiuted.  This  was  a  section  of .  Dan's  moBDtsia,  whidi 
I  had  before  crossed  on  my  mwy  to  Frostburg.  Ondt- 
soending  the  eaat  side  of  this  oMuntain,  I  cams  in  viewy 
a  most  aUiking  section  of  the  lioieatone  beds  on  theopfioaie 
bank  of  the  Potomac,  where  the  flexure  of  the  rocked*' 
occasionally  continued  in  an  aiuiclioal  and  syoclioaJ  iiw> 
upon  a  large  acale^  and  tiie  auiiace  had  been  >o  canod^ 


•  In  Uu8  diagrani  the  thickness  and  succeni  a  of  ihe  coal  mtf*" 
put  down  without  reference  to  ihe  thickneee  of  the  b«d9  Jtuidsa» 
which  separate  them. 

t  Id  ihiriy-ooe  mUes  th^  fall  ia  tl^i^  buadred  •iKttw«si/-fbtf «"( 
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reiaoTieil  in  various  pw«%  that  «MMtimai  a  parfeet  avoh  was 
left,  and  at  other  times  an  inrerted  one.  Dtagram  Nd  16 
Mpreaents  one  of  these  sepUons. 

From  GiHBberland  I  novr  went  in  a  northerly  direction 
Mm  forty  miles  to  Bodford,  along  a  vaUey  batmen  Wiit^l 
mountain  on  the  west,  and  Evitt's  mountain,  a  somewhoit 
smaller  ridge,  on  the  east  The  red  shale  wbieh  andcrliee 
Will's  moiuitein  at  GumlierlaBd,  eonstantly  apfiears  subor- 
dinate  to  the  sandstone  on  this  ronle.  The  valley  abounds 
with  kooUs  of  limestone,  sontaiokig  fossils  of  Che  oarbonif- 
eroas  limestone,  resen^bUsg  the  knolls  in  ^liegaay  county, 
Virginia,  lower  down  on  thi^  range,  about  two  hondred 
mileai  Bontb,  in  the  Tietnity  of  the  Sweet  springs.  The 
eenrtaney  of  the  phenomena  connected  wiA  the  anticlinal 
vmn^emenioC  the  whole  series  of  Allegany  ridges,  seems 
to  suggest  the  true  eiplanation  of  their  origin.  Prior  to 
this  undnlatiBf  eievatory  movemeot,  the  UveL  of  these 
beds  seenw  not  only  to  ha^  bean  lugber,  but  to  have  been 
contiiiuooB  and  without  vaHeys.  Whilst  some  parts  of  the 
strata  weea  foiosd  up  into  the  anticlinal  form,  in  a  constant 
magnetic  dweoiion,  the  intervening  distaneo  betwiit  each 
axis  or  ridga  would  probably  be  thrown  into  a  ruinmis  state, 
and  as  the  dry  land  roae  and  the  waters  mtimd,  the  rains 
would  at  length  be  borne  away,  and  the  valleys  remain. 
All  Ihess  ridges,  however,  are  not  in  a  perfectly  anticlinal 
state  at  present.  At  Proepeict  rock,  at  tbo  top  of  the  Caca- 
pon  mountain,  in  Morgan  county,  Yirginia,  the  strata  have 
ao  easterly  dip,  whilst  on  the  west  side  tlie  beds  are  trun- 
cated, and  the  greater  portion  of  the  mountain  on  this  side 
aeeins  to  have  been  carried  away.  The  origin  I  have  here 
Jtttributed  to  theso  ridges  seems  the  mors  probable,-  when 
it  is  conndecsd  that  they  only  oemmenea  where  the  shales 
«ome  in,  wbicb»  being  easily  removed,  soon  oause  the  ruin 
«f  the  sapcrineumbent  strata. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Bedfoid,  which  is  remarkable  far  its 
«ffiouciiKis  raioand  wafers^  the  limastone  and  shale  alternate. 
The  limestone,  in  strong  strata,  contains  impressions  of 
products,  spirifsirs,  and  cardia,  and  in  a  crumbling  abale 
aupanacumhent,  I  found  gfaat^uantitiea  both  of  bellerophon 
and  goBiatiles. 

Piom  this  pfoce  I  porsoed  anorlhwesteHy  course  again, 
towards  tho  bituminous  coal  Held,  passing  <i^^  the  usual 
beds  of  limestone,  shale,  and  sandstone.  Fifteen  miles 
from  Beitford  I  again  came  upon  the  great  horisonta}  de- 
positfls  of  the  country,  from  whence  the  w«fera  flow  to  the 
Ohio,  called  here  the>  Backbone  mountain,  in  many  places 
the  great  Allegany  mountain,  but  which,  from  its  being  the 
mnatant  limit,  doling  its  long  course,  of  the  great  West- 
ern bituminous  coal  field,  should  be  known  by  s  genersl 
choiacteristie  name.  Hers,  on  the  Dheilburg  road,  the 
BMrantsin  is  twelve  miles  from  bass  to  base,  end  has  a  table 
.  land  at  the  summit  of  eight  mites hroad.  Advancing  to  the 
.sunamtt,  a  regular  miKstone  grit  occurs,  with  beds  of  con- 
^Joiperate^  underlain  by  shale;  ami  at  the  top,  about  half 
a  naiie  to  the  right  of  the  mad,  there  is  a  coal  vein  worked 
by  «  person  named  8totler,  about  seven  feet  wide,  with  two 
leet  of  bituminoua  shale  in  the  centre.  This  vein  is  per- 
Asotiy  horiiontal,  and  conforms  to  the  subjscent  strata. 

From  henoe  to  Pittsburg,  about  eighty  miles,  the  coal 
<;oDatantly  cropa  out  in  all  the  ravines  and  in  descending 
moat  of  the  hills.  Opposite  to  this  prosperous  town,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Monongahela  with  the  Ohio,  there  is  a  Ane 
section,  about  400  feet  high,  containing  a  six  feet  vein,  which 
has  been  long  worked  for  the  use  of  the  city.  It  would  be 
superiloaoB  in  me  to  allude  lo  other  localities,  or  to  those 
^nrbich  are  so  exceedingly  interssting  up  the  vsttey  of  the 
MonCingahela,  it  having  been  recently  done  with  much 
cltfiail  and  acouracy.*  The  great  extent  also  of  this  West- 
ern, coal  region  is  sufficiently  known  to  convey  en  adequate 


♦  Dr.  S.  P.  Hildreib  "  on  the  bituminous  coal  deposites  of  tlie  valley 
oT  Wie  Ohio,»  ftc— SeeSiUhnaa's  Journal,  October,  1636. 


idea  of  its  vast  rssonrces.*  Mr.  H.'  0.  Taylor  estimatea 
the  area  covered  by  certain  counties  in  Pennsylvania  which 
lie  within  it,  to  cover  twenty-one  thousand  square  milet^ 
exclusive  of  other  counties  which  lie  partially  out  of  ib. 
If  to  this  are  added  the  extensive  deposites  in  Ohio,  Vir- 
ginia, MaryUind,  -Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and  Mis- 
souri, we  see  sufficient  reasons  for  indulging  the  most 
sanguine  anticipations  of  the  future  wealth  to  be  accumu- 
lated in  this  part  of  the  country.  But  it  is  not  the  coal 
alon^^its  aonooutitants,  iron  and  sah,  will  aid  in  accelera- 
ting its  prosperity .  A  Ithough  the  general  geological  arrange- 
meat  of  the  coal  measures  in  the  United  8tatea  and  in  En- 
gland is  very  similar,  as  to  the  mineral  stracturs  of  the  beds, 
the  organic  incidents,  and  the  associate  deposites  of  iron, 
yet  the  analogy  does  not  hold  as  respeeta  the  saK.  I  shaU 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject  by-and-hy,  which  will 
be  comparetively  useful  to  obseiveas  hers.  The  beds  of 
the  coal  measures  in  the  northern  counties  of  England,  are 
irregular  alternations  of  ssndstones,  composed  of  fragmenti 
of  silax,  miaa,  and  felspar  with  a  mineral  cement,  schistose 
clayey  bed%  and  v«ins  of  bituminous  coal.  The  scliistose 
beds  contain  iroiwstatie,  in  noduln  and  layers,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  formed  by  molecular  attraction  in  the  ancient 
muds,  now  become  shale.  The  sandstones  are  very  fissile, 
o  jring  to  the  disposition  of  ibe  mica ;  they  consist  of  rounded 
gmnular  quartz,  from  masses  of  whidi  their  constituent 
parts  may  have  been  fletached  with  the  mica.  In  this 
country  there  are  nomesoQa  thick  beds  of  sandstone  formed 
with  rounded  graina  of  quirtx  in  the  upper  part  of  the  car- 
boniforous  limestone  formation  as  welt  as  the^millstone  grit, 
wlucb  have  no  mica.  The  sandstones  with  mica,  here 
spoksn  of,  are  much  less  coherent  than  the  micaceous  sand- 
stones in  connexiofi  with  the  primary  rocks,  of  wliich  there 
are  some  fine  examples  up  Kock  creek,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

These  fissUo  sandstones  frequently  contain  stems  and 
fmgments  of  tarrestrid  plants,  and  are  often  separated  by 
bads  of  limc8tona>containiog  marine  shells.  Tike  abrupt 
changes  of  these  mineral  strata,  and  their  organic  contents, 
often  arithoot-admixture,  show  thst  they  have  been  depos- 
ited not  at  distinct  periods  alone,  but  under  circumstances 
widdy  different.  The  strata  appear  at  one  time  to  have 
been  covered  with  calcareous  salt  waters,  which  sulise- 
quentfy  became  dry  land,  alfid  afterwards  received  argilla- 
ceous depOfdtes  of  mechanical  origin,  brought  by  fresh 
watsi^  in  the  manner  alluded  to  when  the  wealden  group 
was  treated  of.  In  some  of  these  shales,  the  remains  of 
fossil  unioa  are  found  associated  with  the  plants,  showing 
that  the  same  slate  of  things  existed  in  the  muds  of  the 
astnaijea  and  rivers  of  ancient  geological  periods,  which 
we  are  constantly  observing  on  this  continent  under  the 
present  order  of  nature.  Those  unios  are  found  in  great 
abundance  in  the  Jarrew  colliery,  in  the  Nowraatle  dis- 
trict, many  of  them  lying  wiih  the  valvas  gapiag  open,  arul 
proving  conclusively  that  the  bed  where  they  are  now 
found  was  once  the  surface  of  the  earth,  though  now  many 
hundred  feet  below  it.f  This  bed  is  only  onoof  a  number 
similarly  situated,  and  if  it  constitnted  the  surface  a  sufH- 
cient  period  of  time,  as  we  see  it  did,  to  admit  of  succes- 
sive genertiions  of  plants  and  fkesh-\nMter  mollosca  grovr- 
ing  on  it,  what  duration  of  time  muet  be  allowed  for  the 
aggregate  formation  of  the  whole  ooal  measures,  when 
each  bed  in  its  turn  constituted  the  surface  for  an  undefl- 

*  Besides  ths  nsmerous  qoaatity  of  veias  lying  high  and  div  above 
the  stresma,  there  are  the  yet  unexplored  onesljiogbeoeiulithera- 
Id  boring  for  sail  water  in  many  pans  of  this  region,  many  coal  veins 
havs  been  passed  thitnish,  some  of  them  six  and  eight  feet  thick. 
Tboea  m  the  NeVrcaSlie  diaurict,  BngUnd,  known  as  the  high  and  loir 
main  seams,  which  are  worked  at  great  nepths,  are  known  to  extenid 
over  130  miles  square,  and  have  been  mined  for  several  years. 

t  if  tinilar  observations  have  been  made  hese.  Dr.  Bildreih  <Da9SB 
69,  70)  observes  that  fossil  unios.  melania,  and  lynmea,  all  uesb- 
water  genera,  are  found  "  in  a  bed  of  dark  carbonacecHis  clay,"  at  a 
level  Haany  feet  below  ths  C4)al. 
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neii  portod  1  And  then  .what  «re  we  to  think  of  th«  period 
neceuarj  for  the  deposition  of  all  the  stratified  portion  of 
the  earth,  when  the  coal  meeaurei  stand  in  so  small  a  re- 
Ulien  to  the  whole  1 

This  portion  of  the  carboniibrous  groop  presents  also  the 
singular  spsctacle  of  vegetable  fossils  prevailing  almost  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  others— »a  circumstanoe  which  gives 
weight  to  the  fegetabie  origin  of  bituminous  coal,  fio- 
sides  the  profusion  of  vegetable  fossil  impressions  foand  on 
the  bituminous  shales  superincumbent  on  the  coal  veins, 
we  find  the  leaves  and  stoms  of  great  varieties  of  plants  dis- 
persed in  the  slaty  and  siliceous  beds  altornating  with  the 
coal,  as  if  thej  had  been  deposited  at  a  geological  epoch 
devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  vegetetion  of  plants. 
Assuming  the  vegetable  origin  of  coal,  it  appears  most 
probable  that  coal  veins,  must  have  been  ftimiehed  by  plonts 
which  grew  on  the  spot,  as  peats  do  at  preeent  In  cases 
where  plants  have  accumulated  by  being  swept  from  a  dis- 
tance into  ptftieular  situations^  as  at  Bovey  Heathflekl,  in 
Devonshire,  where  whole  foreets  seem  to  h^^-e  swept  off 
from  the  Dartmoor  granito,  and  collected  in  a  basin  lower 
down,  we  must  expect  to  find  them,  as  they  are  there, 
mixed  up  with  gravel  and  detritus ;  but  that  does  not  oc- 
cur in  tlie  coal  veins ;  they  are  composed  of  pure  combos- 
tible  mat  tor,  although,  as  has  been  seen,  they  are  some- 
times divided  by  arg^Uaoeouii  layers.  If  we  were  to  en- 
deavor to  account  for  the  coal  measures  on  the  hypothesis 
of  plants  transported  from  more  elevated  and  distant  dis- 
tricts, in  vain  we  look  for  vestiges  of  such  districts,  lost  in 
admiration  ai  the  changes  which  the  surface  has  under- 
gone. The  degree  of  biluroination  belonging  to  the  many 
varieties  of  coal,  and  upon  which  their  excellence  for  par- 
ticular purposes  depends,  may  be  caused  by  the  inherent 
qualities  of  the  plants  of  which  they  are  the  supposed  re- 
siduum. There  is  one  particular  in  which  the  biiuminona 
,  ceal  region  of  this  country  differs  widely  from  that  of  Eng- 
land :  here  the  beds  lie  generally  as  undisturbed  as  when 
they  were  deposited ;  there  they  have  been  dislocatsd  and 
shifted  in  a  aurpiising  manner.  There  are  instances  of 
fauiit,  in  the  Newcastle  district,  where  the  strato  have 
been  rent,  and  a  But«idenoe  of  one  portion  has  taken  place 
to  the  extent  of  140  fathoms,  near  890  feet.  When  this 
was  effected,  of  course,  the  corresponding  part  would  have 
formed  an  escarpttent  to  that  eitent;  yet  all  thb  has  been 
removed,  for  the  surface  of  the  country  is  now  level. 

Not  having,  upon  this  ooeaaion,  passed  through  the 
great  depoeitas  of  anthracite  coal,  I  shall  not  refer  to  them 
any  further  than  to  observe  that  they  are  totally  distinct, 
as  to  their  geological  position,  from  the  bituminous  coals, 
and  of  a  distinct  quality.  With  some  exceptions,  as  at 
Broad-lop  mountain,  in  Bedford  county,  PennsyWania, 
they  are  entirely  non-bituminous,  and  are  all,  without  ex- 
ception, depetitod  low  down,  amongst  what  have  been 
called  the  grttuwacke  rocks,  and  in  that  group  which, 
when  it  eoines  to  be  minutely  examined  and  compared, 
/  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  prove  the  equivalent  of  Mr*  Murchi- 
eon's  Silurian  rooks.  There  are  very  strong  resemblances 
amongst  some  of  the  foesil  plaoU  found  in  the  shales  of 
botl4  the  bituminoua  and  non-bituminoua  beda,  but  I  be- 
lieve the. amount  of  the  differences,  when  thoy  are  cam- 
fully  compared  by  axperienced  observers,  which  measures 
are  teking  to  have  done,  will  prove  to  be  great  and  charac- 
teristic. 

Deposites  of  hydrate  of  iron  accompany  the  bituminous 
coal  measures,  as  they  do  in  England,  but  in  this  country 
they  vary  exceedingly  in  their  extent  and  capacity.  The 
beds  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Potomac  appear  to  he 
thick,  and,  if  they  are  continuous,  will  be  of  immense 
value.  The  depoaites  in  ths  vicinity  of  Froslburg  are  said 
to  give  a  thickness  of  fifty-four  feet.*     A  section  of  the 

*  Repon  of  so  szamlofttion  of  the  cmI  mes0ureS|lacludiDg  the  Iron 
ors  dsposhss,  kc    Qsocgt  W.  Hugfast,  V.  S.  Civil  Enf  f ne»r,  p.  SO. 


strata  at  the  Jvnior  Furnace,*  Scioto,  Ohio,  Aom  a  wik 
thickness  of  about  aix  feet  in  three  beds  altematii^  witk 
coal.  The  depoaites  of  this  kind  which  I  ht?s  sxtniM^ 
in  the  United  States  appear  to  have  been  mads  almoit  lU 
from  fresh-water  chalybeatea,  leaded  with  fenuginooi  ntt- 
ter,  which  acoorde  with  similar  beds  in  Eorops.  At  Ab- 
enyohan,  in  South  Wales,  England,  the  bsils,  in  t  bmdtk 
of  1 10  yards,  give  an  aggregate  thicknsss  of  43  feet  6  in- 
shea  of  coal,  yielding  upwards  ef  80,000  tons  to  the  tnt, 
whilst  the  numerousdepeeitosef  hydrate  of  iroo  ilienuiiai 
with  the  eoal  veins  give  at  the  rate  of  16,000  tons  pir  aoa 
Mr.  R.  C.  Taylor  statevf  that,  by  the  ofikaal  ntai«  of 
the  Monmouthshire  Oanal  Company,  there  wm  brasght 
do  wn  to  the  wharves  of  Newport  firom  that  dittriet  iIom, 
in  one  year,  618,074  tone  of  coal,  and  lOi^lSftim  of 
iron. 

Thns  far  the  analogy  between  the  stmctnn  of  tbin  por- 
tion of  the  geological  column  in  both  hemisphsmtNiiiita 
be  perfect;  it  fails,  however,  as  it  lespeote  the  silt,  whiefc 
in  England  is  drawn  from  the  new  red  sanditsno  groop, 
higher  up  in  the  series  than  the  ooal  roeasoiss,  wbibt  in 
this  country,  m  Pennsylvania,  in  Ohio,  and  on  ths  Kent. 
wha  in  Virginia,  the  coal  etrate  have  to  be  penttnted  to 
arrive  at  the  sslt.    In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  gav«  «  nctioi 
of  this  kind  700  feet  deep,  aft  Kiskiminetas,  ia  PwibijIfI' 
nia.     Dr.  Hildreth  etetes  that,  twenty-five  nilstfrom  tbe 
month  of  the  Muskingum,  wells  have  been  sank  900  fcit 
deep  for  tfalt,  which  is  800  feet  below  the  lerel  of  tub- 
water.     It  is  a  very  general  opinion  that  thsis  welli  in 
supplied  from  the  percolation  of  fresh  water  tbioogh  cer- 
tain saliferous  strate,  charged  with  particiss  of  nik,  >ni 
of  course  sufficiently  poroos  to  be  ptfvtous  to  mtm. 
Theee    strate  consist    of   porous,  whitish-colorod,  fi» 
grainsd  sandstone,  often  tinged  with  a  sod  color;  oiei- 
reoos  rocks  of  a  haider  strocture ;  marly  days,  contus- 
ing particles  of  salt ;  and  envitiea,  fomeiiy  containiof 
large  crystals.     These  general  oharsBters  oseqi  to  be  com- 
mon to  all  the  borings.     From  the  general  dirsction  of  thi 
salt^woiks  of  this  country  an  inference  may  be  drwatte 
theas  saliferous  rocks  run  parallel  to  the  diisctioo  of  tk« 
great  bituminous  coal  field,  afed  may,  in  fiKt,  cooitiiate  t 
mineral  «one,  saturated  with  ealt,  and  coBforniag  in  ib 
general  direction  to  other  groat  mineral  looeaparaUtltott 
on  the  east*     This  is  a  subject  highly  deserving  the  nort 
accurate  observation.     The  deeper  the  weUs  are  losk,  iki 
stronger  the  brines  are  found,  probably  on  axwouDt  of  thi 
exhausted  state  of  the  rocks  previously  ussd.    GsocnU^ 
speaking,  alao,  the  brines  only  become  gypMOW  ot  w 
greatest  depths. 

Considsring,  however,  the  Alleghany  or  BackboM  nwa- 
tein  alluded  to,  near  SbaUburg,  in  Pennsylvanis,  tf  tgmt 
geogmphioftl  boundary  separating  the  Western  bitaoiM* 
co^l  measures  frem  all  the  anthraoite  beda  of  the  SjlM 
rock«,  running  In  a  soulhwesterlj  direction  to  joio  (V 
Cumberland  moiuiteine,.and  having  the  salt  dsposit««A 
of  it,  we  find  «oine  important  ealines  east  of  tbii  f^ 
boundary,  as  at  Saltville,  near  Abingdon,  in  WaabiogM 
county,  Virginia;  bat  the  floor  of  this  valley,  lyiegbrtstw 
Clinoh*s  and  Walker's  moonteiiis,  ia  the  highly-iocW 
limestone  found  east  of  Haneock,  in.Marytoml,  altcniiini 
with  shaJe,  and  carrying  older  foaaile  than  those  whieh  v* 
found  even  in  the  carboniferous  limestone.  Ths  Abinpw 
wells,  which  I  visited  in  1834,  are  in  a  toUllydi»f* 
deposite  from  those  stony  strata  west  of  the  boundary  }(f 
described.  The  valley  in  qaeation  has,  before  ths  <lepoalo 
of  the  salt,  been  much  deeper  than  it  is  now,  and  htf  ^ 
partly  filled  up  by  gypeeous  and  eaUferons  di^s.  lo  dir 
ging  the  first  ten  feet,  they  go  through  a  blackifh  kas 
which  forma  the  surfiace  of  the  whole  valley,  thea  t««i9 
feet  of  blue  and  reddiah  clay,  then  thirty  feet  of  clayi  ^ 

*  Vi'.  HIMraih'i  OtMrTsUons,  9k,    SiUiman,  Ocl.  1833,  ng  ^^ 
t  TransawUons  OsoLogical  Sxiety  of  Lsodjn,  voi.  9,  pafs  *^ 
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much  iaftsrmiied  with  gypsum,  and  lower  down,  to  abont 
two  him<)rod  and  twelve  feet—the  greatest  depth  they  have 
•  been  obKged  to  go,  for  here  the  boring  instruments  drop 
ioto  an  unmeasured  deposite  of  brine— throuj^h  masses  of 
gypBom,*  sometimes  containing  a  little  clay,  and  occasion- 
•ily  compact  argillaceous  lamine,  with  ferruginous  pebbles 
and  peices  of  sandstone.  Fn  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
these  salt-welts  are  extensive  ^ry  deposftes  of  gypsum, 
whers  it  is  quarried  for  the  use  of  this  adjacent  country. 
Thsrs  are  ailso  others  higher  up  the  valley,  nearer  the 
Booross  of  the  Holsten.  The  average  quantity  of  brine 
necesMry  to  make  a  buahel  of  salt  at  Kenawha  is  said  to 
bs  about  seventy  gallons,  but  at  Sallvtlle,  twenty-four  gal- 
lons are  sufficient  to  make  one  bushel,  and  this  of  the  pu- 
rest kind,  there  being  no  traces  of  muriate  of  lime  in  it, 
which  is  so  troublesome  at  the  other  salt-works  where  the 
brine  acta  upon  calcareous  rocks.  The  brine  here  comes 
from  the  pomps  loaded  with  sulphate  of  lime  or  gypsum, 
which  isdeposited  in  the  form  of  blocking  in  the  pans  where 
the  brine  is  boiled.  These  salines  appear  to  be  inexhaust- 
ible. Ligneous  fuel,  however,  is  rapidly  disappearing 
from  the  neighborhood,  and  the  prdprietors  would  do  well 
to  institute  a  search  for  coal,  which  may  probably  be  found 
in  the  vicinity. 

The  geologieai  position  of  Pittsburg  is  interesting.   The 
Alleghany  and  Monongahela  rivers  unite  here  to  form  the 
Ohio.    In  ancient  limes,  befbte  the  streams  ef  this  conti- 
nent were  reduced  to  their  present  level,  the  mud  they 
brought  down  was  deposited  at  the  point  of  their  conflu- 
ence ;  thu,  since  the  lowering  of  the  streams,  has  become 
the  triangular  alhivial*  deposits  where  Pittsburg  is  built, 
and  which  now  occupies  almost  the  whole  area.    From  this 
place  the  country  descends  parallel  with  the  Ohio  river, 
whose  banks  of  alternate  sandstone,  shale,  and  limestone, 
are  from  850  to  450  feet  high,  to  Beaver,  in  Ohio,  where, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Big  Beaver  river,  several  coal  veins  are 
observed.     The  country  now  rises  to  Ravenna,  the  sum- 
mit-level of  this  part  of  Ohio,  about  1,140  feet  above  tide- 
water.    Boulders  and  gravel  of  primary  rocks  are  for  the 
first  time  found  on  the  route  here,  and  continue  to  increase 
in  proceeding  westward  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  upon  Lake 
Erie,  sixty-four  miles  distant.     Here  we  have  the  evidence 
of  a  lowering  of  level  of  the  Western  watcr«,  a  low  rich 
all u vial  flat  extending  from  the  banks  of  the  lake,  about 
^  fifty  feet  high,  three  miles  e«st  to  its  ancient  border.     The 
some  appearance  presents  itself  in  various  parts  of  the  shore 
of  this  Imke,  as  well  as  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario.    At 
Sandudcy  regular  beds  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  with 
its  usual  fossils,  are  found.     On  this  great  level  the  forma- 
tions change  no  more  for  an  immense  distance  in  the  line 
of  my  route.     On  the  approach  to  Detroit,  nothing  is  to  be 
seen  but  a  low  sedgy  shore  to  the  west,  and  a  flat  country 
to  the  east,  consisting  of  sand  and  clay,  without  any  sen- 
sibia  inequality  of  surface,  being  the  old  lacustrine  depos- 
ite, when  the  whole  of  this  region  formed  one  large  lake. 
This  appears  to  have  become  dry  land  at  the  lowering  of 
the  waters  of  ttiis  continent,  more  than  once  already  allud- 
crd  to.      At  Fort  Gratiot,  seventy-flve  miles  from  Detroit, 
finding  some  anodontas  on  the  shore  of  the  St.  Clair  river, 
I  had  the  curiosity  to  dig  into  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the 
l>ank   of  the  river,  about  thirty  feet  high,  where  I  found 
great  quantities  of  unios,  anodontas,  and  numerous  freeh- 
T«'ater  shells  inclosed  in  the  clay ;  (hose  near  the  level  of  the 

*  Th^re  Is  a  striking  analog  between  this  deposite  aaO  tliose  ofTs- 
cbil,  on  the  Gmunden  lake,  in  Oermanv;  which  originally  gave  its 
name  to  SalzUurgh.  There  ia  aniniere»tingper>eriii  the  AmericaD 
Journal,  ice.  fur  January,  l-^,  fram  an  officer  in  the  United  States  na- 
vy who  visited  tttose  siilt  works^in  whicli  he  says, "  The^gangiie  of  the 
salt,  if  the  word  may  be  used,  is  conipf>se(i  chiefly  of  a  clayey  earth, 
mixed  up  'with  irmgular  blocks  of  salphate  of  lime.  The  salt  is  mln- 
pletJ  wKn  these,  lumally  in  strata  (A  from  six  inches  to  two  feet  in 
I  ftit-kueas.''  Fre^th  water  is- let  into  the  chaiubeM  of  these  deposiies, 
and  when  murated  \n  drawn  oft.  This  is  prubaMy  the  natural  man- 
ner in  which  the  brine  is  fv^med  at  Saltville. 


water  were  quite  soft,  hut  indurated  afterwards,  and  proved 
to  be  the  same  species  as  others  now  found  in  the  neighbor- 
ing parts  of  the  lake.  The  next  two  hundred  ond  thirly -five 
miles,^  to  the  island  of  Michilimackinac,  I  made  on  thekke.* 
This  is  a  small  island,  formed  of  a  soft  and  extremely  po- 
rous calcareous  rock,  broken  down  from  top  to  bottom  into 
a  breccia,  and  re-cemented.  It  has  at  some  period  been 
much  higher  than  it  is,  isolated  portions  still  remaining  far 
above  the  general  level.  The  Sugar-loaf,  a  aort  of  pinna'* 
cle,  or  out-lier,  is  an  instance  of  this.  It  is  a  brecciated 
pillar,  composed  of  adhesive  portions  of  the  old  calcareous  ' 
beds,  which  have  resisted  the  causes  that  have  overthrown 
the  straiification ;  some  of  the  masees  are  vertical,  others 
highly  inclined,  and  some  horizontal.  In  some  parts  of 
the  island  the  beds  were  not  so  much  disturbed,  and  were 
underlain  by  soft,  marly,  broken-down,  calcareous  matter. 
I  saw  very  heavy  masses  of  the  same  porous  limestone 
which  had  been  fished  up  in  the  bay,  which  proves  that 
the  island  is  an  out-lier,  greatly  reduced  in  sixe,  of  what 
was  once  connected  with  the  adjacent  country.  This  my 
time  did  not  permit  me  to  visit.  Thsre  is  pot  much  to  occu- 
py a  geologist  on  this  island,  but  in  my  walks  to  a  small 
plantation  called  the  Farm  of  the  Mission,  I  saw  an  ei  ten- 
sive lacustrine  deposite,  full  of  various  species  of  planorbis^ 
dtc.,  of  the  usual  kind,  the  which,  if  I  had  seen  any  one 
to  impart  the  information  to,  I  should  have  informed  them 
would  have  greatly  improved  their  scanty  c:-ops,  if  they 
had  thought  proper  to  dress  their  lands  with  it. 

Intending  to  strike  the  Mississippi  by  way  of  the  Wis- 
konsan  river,  I  proceeded  from  thii  point  to  the  mouth  of 
Fox  river,  at  the  bottom  of  Green  bay  of  Lake  Michiftn, 
where  Fort  Howard  is  situated,  and  where  a  flourishing 
village  named  Navarino,  is  rapidly  growing  up.  [  had  no 
opportunity  of  landing  at  any  of  the  islands  In  Lake  Michi- 
gan, but  paased  sufficiently  near  to  the  fine  sections  ex- 
hibited in  the  lofty  banks  of  the  southernmost  of  the 
Wagooshugaraessum,  or  Fox  islands,  to  perceive  they 
were  a  while  incoherent  sandstone,  such  as  I  subeequenlly 
met  extensive  beds  of  further  to  the  southwest.  On  ex- 
amining the  countr}'  as  rapidly  as  my  time  permitted,  I 
found  a  ledge  of  strong  horizontal  beds  of  carboniferous 
limestone,  about  eight  miles  from  Navarino  on  the  east, 
and  distant  about  two  miles  from  the  lake ;  these  contained 
orthocera,  together  with  the  characteristic  fossils.  Between 
this  ledge  and  the  shore  other  indisputable  evidences  pre* 
sent  themselves  of  the  recession  of  the  waters  of  the  lake. 
The  soil  about  Navarino  is  a  rich  siliceo-ealcareons  loam, 
of  the  greatest  fertility. 

At  this  ploce  that  singular  phenomenon  which  was  ob- 
served by  the  old  French  discoverers,  and  which  is  men- 
tioned by  Charlevoix,  slil]  attracts  the  attention  of  lh« 
traveller.  I  had  observed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Gratiot,  on  Lake  Huron,  evidences  of  a  varying  level  of 
the  waters ;  but  as  it  did  not  difivr  from  that  of  all  large 
bodies  of  fresh  water,  I  attributed  it  to  the  influence  of  the 
winds  on  the  surface ;  but  here  is  a  perfect  representation 
of  a  tidal  shore.  I  had  put  rods  down  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  this  movement,  and  ascertained,  soon  after  my  ar- 
rival, that  from  6  P.  M.  to  1 1  A.  M.  of  tho  succeeding 
dny,  the  water  had  ebbed  twenty- four  feet,  and  one  foot 

*  U  appeared  to  me  somewhat  remarkable  that  on  this  already  im- 
portant lino  of  navigation  to  Michilimackinac  and  the  Wiskonmn  Ter- 
ritory, frequented  by  the  craft  of  the  country  and  by  tfteamboots  of  the 
largest  bunien,  the  ma))S  should  be  so  alisurdly  erronedis  as  they 
are,  as  to  the  divinnces.  Tn  those  which  1  had,  and  I  believed  mysfilf 
to  have  tho  l»csi,  Presqu'lsle  is  put  down  a  greut  dral  too  near  to  Ml- 
chitimackinac,  and  Middle  island  occupies  the  place  where  Thunder 
inland  ought  to  be.  The  f  dlowiiig  table  of  distances  was  sonvcied  for 
jne  by  an  experienced  navigator  on  this  lake : 
Fort  Uratidt  to  Point  aux  Barques        -  •  •  70  miles, 

to  Thunder  island  ...  70 

to  Middle  island   ....  12 

to  Presqn'isle        -  .  -  •  I"^ 

Hi  Bois  Blanc,  calleil  Bobbelo     .  .  .^"5 

to  Michilimackinac         ...  to 
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perpendicular  Subfleqoently  I  foond  tiia  flux  end  rcAuz 
to  be  quite  irregular  as  to  periodf,  although  the  phenome- 
non is  of  daily  occurrence ;  and  ihia  was  conftmied  to  me 
by  an  intelligent  resident  of  the  place,  who  wan  in  the 
habit  of  observing  it  both  winter  and  suiwner.  In  the 
winter  ha  informed  me  the  ice  forms  in  a  aoiid  mast  to  the 
bottom  near  to  the  shorets,  whilst  in  the  centre  of  the  river, 
the  water  at  the  flow  lifis  up  the  ice,  which,  when  the  re- 
flux takes  place,  cracks,  and  is  swayed  down  again.  The 
dbservations  which  Governor  Casa  made  near  the  saouth  of 
^  Fox  river  in  1826,*  ahow  an  extreme  irregularity  in  the 
periods  of  this  rise  and  fall,  and  which  is  totally  inconsistent 
with  the  regular  recurrences  of  lunar  influence.  In  the 
paper  referred  to,  which  is  from  the  able  pen  of  Major 
Whiting,  U.  6.  A.,  there  is  a  letter  from  Governor  Cass, 
which  explains  the  phenomenon  by  a  reference  to  cauaea 
aa  constant  and  irregular  as  the  phenomenon  itself.  Green 
bay  is  an  arm  of  Lake  Michigan,  running  nearly  parallel 
to  it,  and  about  one-fourth  of  iu  length.  Lake  Michigan 
IS  about  three  hundred  miles  long  and  fifty  broad,  holding 
a  atraight  course  somewhat  east  ol  north,  (parallel  to  all 
the  characteristic  mineral  directione  of  this  continent.) 
Governor  Cass  snppoaes  that  when  the  northerly  winds  are 
packing  up  the  waters  at  the  mouth  of  Fox  river,  the 
wind-tide  conlinnes  still  driving  on  towards  Chicago  at  the 
aouthem  end  of  Lake  Michigan ;  the  efl*ect  of  which,  by 
lowering  the  level  at  the  mouth  of  Green  bay,  will  caaas 
an  ebb  from  .the  bay  into  the  lake,  which  will  equally  pre* 
vail  at  Fox  river,  and  this  even  during  the  existence  of  the 
wind  that  had  caused  the  flow  there.  This  would  ex- 
plain the  reason  of  Charlevoix's  surprise  at  seeing  his  ca- 
noe floating  oflfin  the  face  of  the  wind.  A  aeries  of  obeer- 
vations  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Gratiot,  at  Sagi- 
naw bay,  at  Chicago,  and  Green  bay,  nothtg  accurately 
the  contemporaneous  state  of  the  winds,  and  any  change  of 
level  at  Michilimackinac,  where  the  same  wind  would  act 
upon  Lake  Huron,  would  probably  confirm  the  very  judi- 
cious opinion  of  Governor  Cass, 

From  this  place  there  is  canoe  and  flat-boat  naviga- 
tion up  Lower  Fox  river  to  Lake  Winnebago.  At  a  dis- 
tance of  about  forty  milea,  the  banks  of  the  river  are  quite 
remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  their  slopes  ;  and  the  general 
fertility  uf  the  soil,  composed  of  siliceo -calcareous  earth, 
mixed  up  with  vegetable  matter,  will  soon  bring  a  great 
population  into  this  part  of  the  country.  On  approaching 
the  rapids  of  Kahkawning,  called  Cocolo  by  the  Canadians, 
the  well- wooded  banks  of  the  liver  slope  in  such  a  uniform 
and  graceful  manner,  thst  the  broad  stream  aeeme  to  be 
([Riding  through  an  amphitheatre.  There  is  a  large  flat 
area  at  these  foils,  which  seem  t(»  have  a  de:scent  of  about 
twenty  feet  te  the  mile,  across  which  is  a  portage,  served 
by  the  drunken  Winnebagoes  of  this  place.  The  water 
falls  over  horizontal  beds  of  the  carboniferous  limestone. 
Twelve  miles  further  the  river  falls  about  six  feet  over 
another  ledge  of  the  same  formation,  at  a  place  called  La 
Grande  Chute.  Coasting  the  west  shore  of  the  lake, 
vrbich  lies  low,  and  is  crowded  with  fine  forest  trees  spring- 
ing from  the  richest  soil,  I  reached  the  Pawagun,  or  Wolf 
river,  in  about  twenty  miles.  The  shores  of  all  the  waters 
here  prtntuce  great  quantities  of  xizania  aquatica,  or  wild 
rice,  from  which  the  Menomoniep,  or  rice-eaters,  receive 
their  name.  From  this  place,  for  about  one  hundred  miles, 
the  country  lies  very  low,  the  elevations  of  land  being 
trifling,  and  principally  composed  of  the  i<and  resulting 
from  the  disintegrratiori  of  ancient  beds  of  sandstone ;  it 
may  be  considered,  with  this  exception,  a  great  rice  swamp. 
At  a  place  called  Apackquay,  or  Rush  lake,  I  raw  several 
thousand  acres  of  zizania  together,  two  miles  in  one  di- 
rection and  five  or  six  in  another,  resembling  an  immense 
field  of  wheat,   with  the  heads  just  formed  and  waving 

♦  "  Itcinarkson  th^  aupposcd  iid<  s."  Silliinan,  vol.  20,  p.  !M5. 


At  otbar  plaeea  the  channel  want  for  gitat  dia- 
tancea  through  dense  areas  of  wild-  rise  stalks,  laafettbigb, 
mixed  up  with  rushes  and  other  aquatic  pUnts,  lo  u  is 
exclude  every  object  but  the  sky.  At  times  the  watsniis 
so  shallow  it  was  with  difficulty  the  canee  could  be  forced 
through  it.  Often  it  waa  necessary  to  trust  altojdiker  u 
the  compass,  and  the  immediate  approach  to  Fort  Wtaae- 
bago  waa  so  tortuous,  the  ohannel  so  often  tuned  btck  uimq 
itself,  that  the  compaas  waf  quite  useless.  Wbatweribt 
direction,  the  country  is  covered  with  thete  tall  pUoti»  tad 
the  grasses  on  the  land,  when  you  succeed  in  getting  tben^ 
are  ao  rank  (now  that  the  the  hufialo  has  Mt  thbpartoC 
the  country)  that  it  ie  diflicult  to  advance.  It  is  in  jkl  (he 
summit-level  of  this  part  of  the  coiiDtry,  tbs  Fox  xm 
draining  it  towarda  the  north,  and  Rock  river  and  ths^u- 
konsan  draining  it  towarda  the  aouth.  Before  the  retreat  of 
the  watery  which  htt^  been  befi(Me  apoken  of,  which  |ier- 
hapa  was  conlamporaneous  with  the  disintegration  of  the 
sandstone,  these  extensive  rioe  awamps  have  been  kkti, 
and  it  is  only  since  their  subsidence  that  the  zizaaia  bis  be- 
gun to  grow. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Winnebafo  the  coontr;  lo- 
gins to  rise,  and  the  bcda  of  carboniferous  linieitooe  ob- 
served in  Lower  Fox  river,  are  overlain  by  beds  of  qaut- 
xoae  sandstone,  having  occasional,  lilioeo-caleareooc  aetnii 
amongst  tliem.  The  sandstone  beds  are  horiaontai,  diiin- 
t^grate  easily,  and  are  often  variegated  in  color,  banof 
red,  orange^  and  dark  tints.  I  was  taken  to  a  locality  io 
the  neighborhood  of  the  fort  where  thia  alone  hid  hern 
quarried,  and  became  immediately  aware  that  I  mi  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  galeniferoua  district,  for  I  waa  wsU  ao^Qtal 
with  the  analogous  formation  in  the  Sute  of  Miaaran,  and 
which  is  spoken  of  in  my  report  of  last  year. 

From  Fort  Winnebago  there  is  a  portsge  to  the  Wiiiua- 
san  river  of  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  yarda.  Tbii 
is  a  dead  flat  of  black  mud  and  sand,  occuiooally  Ofer* 
flowed  so  aa  to  admit  of  canoes  passing  to  Fox  rirer,  and 
from  which  the  waters  have  retreated.  The  >Vi^oiManii 
an  ample  stream,  with  numeroua  islands  and  laod  ban. 
The  low  alluvial  banks  are  sand,  with  seams  of  red  oijde, 
showing  that  they  are  derived  from  the  old  sandstone  bed*. 
Theae  banks  are  ^ways  well  wooded,  and  pine,  u  is  ill 
sandy  countries,  is  of  fraqount  occurrence.  TbsaniiditoDe 
strata  soon  occur  after  getting  upon  the -swift  correatof 
this  river  in  banka  about  sixty  feet  high,  which  beconc 
loftier  as  the  atream  deepens  iu  bed.  One  of  theae  locab- 
ties,  where  the  escarpment  ia  near  two  hundred  feet  bigb, 
is  an  isolated  ridge,  a  Uitle  in  the  rear  of  the  leA  bank* 
with  a  crest  resembling,  in  an  obscure  manner,  waUaaod 
baUeries,  and  has  obtained  the  appellation  of  Foitificaiiai 
rock.  Groat  quantittea  of  the  valves  of  unioe  sod  aoo- 
dontas  are  found  all  the  way  from  Green  bay  to  the  niootk 
of  the  Wiskonsan,  at  the  edge  of  Uie  atream,  left  tbeivbr 
the  muskraUi  and  otters.  About  forty-five  milse  fioDibe 
portage,  another  picturesque  mass  of  horitontal  eaoditoM 
prejients  itaelf,  callerl  Petit  rocker*  There  is  a  reinarkiiily 
floe  view  from  a  lofty  hill  at  a  place  called  Helena,  when 
a  shot-tower  has  been  aunk  near  two  hundred  foet  iatbe 
sandstone :  the  river  is  seen  foe  a  great  distance  wiodiiis 
tlirough  Uie  rich  flat  lands  of  the  valley,  which  is  bordriw 
on  both  aides  by  high  rounded  hills  with  occasional  ^ 
carpmenlB,  separated  by  well-wooded  coves  or  ▼ak't  <^^ 
by  the  French  oou/ees  Boulders  and  fragments  of  bme- 
stone  are  found  in  the  vicinity,  resembling  the  Miasoofj 
galenifernus  limestones  with  occaaaonal  narrow  aetow  o' 
sulphate  of  barytes  in  it.  A  little  lower  down,  the  riwr 
has  undermined  the  strata,  and  amass  of  sandstone,  a!>^^ 
thirty  feet  high  and  two  hundred  feet  long,  hasacaledf 
from  the  body  of  the  rocks,  leaving  a  smooth  face.  ^^ 
place  is  called  the  Fallen  rocks.  Tbe  nature  of  the 
scenery  is  much  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wiskonstf 
rich  flat  lands  arc  of  frequent  occurrence,  the  slopes,  son*' 
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what  more  tparscJ^  wooded,  are  coreral  with  high  graes, 
except  whore  broad  apacee  of  eM»rpineat  (ao  aoft  that  the 
•waliowa  in  great  namberw  have  been  able  to  pick  bolea  in 
it  and  baild  their  oeals)  peep  out  and  give  the  general  line 
of  the  river  a  caateliatod  appearance.  Upon  the  face  of 
these  while  sandstone  iieda,  figures  of  deer,  men,  and 
horaee,  have  been  painted  in  red,  aftor  their  manner,  by  the 
Indians.  The  itilands  in  the  river  are  very  numerous,  as  well 
as  the  sand  bars,  which  somotinies  scarcely  admit  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a  canoe  in  the  low  state  of  the  water,  and  several 
extensive  prairies  are  passed.  Below  Pine  river,  which 
comes  In  west  of  Helena,  on  the  right  bank,  limestone  is 
found  in  place  on  the  sandstone,  and  increases  in  thickness 
towards  the  Mississippi.  Mineral  blossom,  as  it  is  called, 
(Mr  mamillary  quartz,  siliceous  matter  coating  the  cherty 
limestone  in  chalcedonic  layers,  barytes,  and  other  indica- 
tiona>  announce  the  vicinity  of  the  galeniferous  rocks. 
Frequent  indications  also  of  carbonate  of  copper  are  found, 
of  which  the  veins  show  themselves  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Wiskonsan,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mineral  point. 

On  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Wiskonsan,  and  review- 
ing the  appearances  presented  by  the  country  left  behind. 
It  becomes  apparent  that  evidences  of  a  great  aqueous  move- 
ment are  constant  along  the  whole  line  from  Midiilimacki- 
nac  to  the  Mississippi,  the  extent  and  direction  of  which 
cannot  be  reasoned  upon  until  the  whole  area  lying  be- 
*"5«n  th«  Wiskonsan  and  Lake  Superior  is  examined.  At 
Michiltmacktnac  the  calcareous  strata,  which  are  analogous 
to  those  on  the  Wiskonsan,  are  broken  up  into  brecciated 
masses.  The  islands  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  bay  are  the 
remains  of  sandstone  beds  once  continuous  through  the 
country,  and  overlying  the  beds  of  carboniferous  limestone 
near  Navarino  and  Kahkawning.  On  rising  the  country 
to  the  Apscquay  lake,  the  incoherent  sandstone  appears  to 
have  been  broken  down  to  fiirm  the  present  loose  ssndy 
soil  of  the  adjacent  country.  There  is,  upt>n  the  whole, 
reason  to  believe  that  the  denuding  forces  which  acted 
when  the  general  water-level  was  lowered,  and  which 
probably  brought  the  primary  boulders  from  the  northwest, 
(found  all  the  way  from  Beaver  river  on  the  Ohio,)  have 
carried  away  a  vast  extent  of  mineral  surface,  and  that  ail 
the  great  sand  depositos  from  Lake  Winnebago,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  valley  of  the  Wiskonsan,  the  valley  of  the 
Wiskonsan  itself,  ^the  coves  and  dells  and  coulees  between 
the  sand  hills,  which  now  so  much  diversify  the  face  of  the 
countiy,  are  the  result  of  the  same  denuding  force.  The 
very  great  extent  of  the  arenaceous  depositee  can  only  have 
been  caused  by  an  ancient  bYeaking  up  of  these  incoherent 
sandstone  rocks. 

On  appraching  the  month  of  the  Wiskonsan,  west-by- 
soutb,  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  appears,  about 
460  feet  high,  and  the  river  perhaps  900  yards  wide,  ito 
water  somewhat  clearer  than  that  of  the  Wiskonsan,  and 
the  zizania  continuing  along  its  banks.  Pour  or  five  miles 
N.  N.  W.  from  this  point  Prairie  do  Chien  is  seen,  a  fine 
flat,  where  Fort  Crawford  is  built.  East  of  the  garrrison 
and  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie  there  is  a  fine  continuous 
escarpment  of  calcareous  rocks,  from  three  to  four  hundred 
fset  high,  alternating  with  sandstone.  This  limestone 
▼cry  much  resembles  that  in  Missouri  before  alluded  to ; 
th«  beds  are  liorizontal,  of  a  grayish  bufi'  color,  some  of 
them  compact,  others  with  cavities  containing  crystals  of 
carbonate  of  lime.  These  blufis  are  cherty  towards  the 
top,  and  where  this  commences  I  observed  the  beds  to  be 
occasionally  made  up  of  concentric  circle^':.  I  found  one 
mass,  nine  feet  long  and  six  feet  wide,  entirely  made  up  of 
ench  circles,  some  of  which  were  two  feet  diameter.  Ft 
was  sufficiently  curious  to  make  a  drawing  of,  of  which 
diagram  No.  16  is  a  representation.  1  also  brought  a  frag- 
ment of  it  away  with  me.  This  U  a  sort  of  oolitic  struc- 
ture opon  a  great  scale. 

From   Prairie  du  Chien  I  commenced  ascending  the 
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Upper  Mississippi,  which  flows  the  whole  distanea  (about 
360  miles)  from  this  place  to  Fort  Snalling,  near  the  month 
of  the  Minoay  Sotor  or  8t.  Peter's  river,  through  the  sama 
formations  that  prevail  on  the  Wiskonsan,  the  calcareous 
rock,  however,  predominating  on  this  upper  line.  It  would 
not  be  consistent  with  the  nature  of  this  report  to  enlarge 
it  with  repeated  relations  of  the  great  beauty  and  amenity 
of  the  scenery  of  the  upper  portion  of  ihis  often-described 
river ;  the  formation  being  the  same  a^^ng  the  whole  line» 
the  geologist  has  to  limit  his  observations  to  incidents  con- 
nected with  geological  causes,  and  reserve  what  belongs  to 
descriptive  geography,  and  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  Indian  nations  he  passes  amongst,  as  I  shall  do  upon 
this  occasion,  to  a  work  of  appropriate  character.  It  is  one 
of  the  great  advantages  of  geological  science,  that  where  in- 
teresting minerals  and  metals  and  fossils  are  wanting, 
there  is  always  instraction  to  bo  received  in  the  study  of 
the  causes  which  have  modified  the  surface  of  the  earth  in 
whatever  direction  we  move.  This  is  particularly  true  as 
It  regards  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  surrounding 
country,  the  physical  geography  of  which  is  remarkable. 
The  vallej  through  which  the  stream  flows  is  generally,  be- 
low Lake  Pepin,  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  wide. 
There  has  at  some  time  been  a  continuous  allnvial  depos- 
ite  through  its  entire  breadth,  and  over  whidi  the  water  has 
flowed  in  a  stream,  as  it  does  now  in  the  Lower  Miasissip- 
pi,  uninterrupted  by  islands.  Since  the  reduction  of  the 
general  water-level,  the  river,  often  divided  into  more  than 
one  channel,  now  cuts  its  way  through  the  ancient  depos- 
ite,  sometimes  the  main  channel  being  on  one  side,  soma- 
times  on  another,  and  separating  the  old  bottom  into  innu- 
merable islands,  some  of  them,  at  times,  being  several  miles 
long,  and  all  of  them  having  a  level  of  from  six  to  twelve 
feet  above  the  streams.  This  state  of  things  makes  the 
navigation  difiicult  to  strangers,  who,  believing  themselves 
in  the  channel,  get  into  bays  from  which  thsre  is  no  egress. 
Whenever  the  current  slackens  there  is  always  reason  to 
doubt  the  channel.  These  islands  are  extremely  well 
wooded,  and  afford  generally  excellent  situations  to  "  camp 
out"  at  night,  as  it  is  called,  the  soil  being  dry,  the  situa- 
tion sheltered^  and  dry  wood  abundant.  The  banks  of 
the  valley  (for  they  can  scarcely  be  called  the  banks 
of  the  river,  since  where  the  stream  runs  close  to  ona 
shore  the  other  side  of  the  valley  can  seldom  be  seen  on 
account  of  the  intervening  islands,  or  bluA,  tm  tbay  aia 
more  generally  called)  are  from  300  to  400  feet  faigh«  con« 
sisting  of  horizontal  strata  of  alternating  cherty  limestone 
and  sandstone,  the  principal  ledges  of  whiah  mark,  for 
groat  distances,  the  continuity  of  beds,  giving  thus  a  par- 
ticular character  to  the  blufls ;  these  are  frequently  prolong- 
ed into  extended  escarpments,  and  at  other  ttmes  are  bro- 
ken and  rounded  off  by  the  weather  into  sharp  peaks  and 
grotesque  castellated  appearances,  at  the  terminatitm  of  the 
small  vales,  or  coulees,  from  600  to  1,000  yards  wide, 
which  come  in  at  right  angles  to  the  river,  but  do  not  usu- 
ally extend  far  into  the  land.  Sometimes  other  coul^, 
parallel  to  the  valley,  come  into  these  last  again,  for  the 
distance  of  800  yards  from  the  valley.  Beyond  them  the 
land  is  generally  level,  forming  a  very  extensive  plateau  o€ 
country.  The  soil,  from  the  admixture  of  lime,  sand,  and 
vegetable  matter,  is  of  a  superior  kind,  as  is  proved  by  the 
rank  vegetation,  and  the  luxuriant  growth  of  trees  on  the 
pleasing  slopes  and  vales  of  this  very  beautiful  country. 
Theae  various  modifications  of  the  surface  are  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  denuding  power  of  the  ancient  floods  which 
have  passed  over  the  face  of  the  country,  and  the  agency 
of  the  weather  acting  npon  them  during  long  periods  of 
time.  Among  the  most  remarkable  of  these  peaks  is  a  sort 
of  troncated  cone,  on  the  right  bank,  called  Cap  d  Paislc 
by  the  old  French  settlers,  on  nrcount  of  the  wild  onions 
which  grow  in  the  bottom  of  the  adjoining  valley,  which 
appears  to  extend  far  up  into  the  country.  The  first  stream 
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of  any  importance  on  the  right  bank,  beyond  this  cape,  is 
the  Upper  loway,*  then  Root  river;  on  the  left  bank  the 
Bad-axe  river  flows  through  a  very  beaoitfui  valley  ;  be- 
tween this  stream  and  Racoon  river  is  a  small  prairie,  but 
a  more  extensive  strip  of  low  land  of  this  characier  is  iound 
ft  little  higher  up,  at  Prairie  la  Crosse,  or  Ball-game  river, 
where  the  Indians  formerly  used  to  convene  to  play  at  their 
favorite  game.  The  blufiU  are  about  two  mil  s  inland,  and 
before  the  reduction  of  the  water-level,  this,  like  all  the 
other  prairies  similarly  situated,  must  have  been  a  lake. 
There  are  three  remarkable  capes  at  the  south  end  of  this 
prairie,  with  singular  mural  escarpments,  the  most  norther- 
ly one  separated  from  the  rest  by  a  coulee.  Beyond  this 
point  all  the  Indians  are  Nacotahs,  or  of  the  Sioux  nation.f 

Beyond  Ball-game  river,  on  the  left  bank,  is  an  impor- 
tant stream,  named  Black  river,  down  which  stream  a  great 
deal  of  fine  pine  timber  is  floated.  The  country  all  around 
here  is  remarkable  fur  its  fiirtiliiy  and  beauty.  The  most 
conspicuous  locality  on  this  portion  of  the  upper  Missisiiip- 
pi,  is  a  place  called  by  the  French  La  Maniagne  qui  trempe 
d  PeaUf  or  the  mountain  which  is  steeped  in  the  water.  I 
ascended  to  the  top  of  this  peak,  which  has  a  steep  ascent 
of  about  500  feet ;  the  crest  at  the  top  runs  about  north  and 
south  for  200  yards,  and  is  not  more  than  three  or  fdur 
yards  wide,  falling  off  in  a  precipice  to  the  west,  and  hav- 
ing a  sharp  slope  of  rich  soil  to  the  east,  well  covered  with 
trees  and  shrubs.  From  the  top  there  is  an  extensive  view 
of  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  country  in  the  in- 
terior beyond  its  banks.  The  same  constant  character  of 
the  valley  is  observed  here:  a  rich  bottom,  two  or  three 
miles  wide,  broken  into  islands  and  swamps  and  ponds, 
and  the  main  channel  of  the  river  flowing  down  between 
Trempe  d  Veau  and  the  right  bank,  about  1,200  yards 
ivide.  This  curious  peak  has  been  represented  as  <  <  a  rocky 
island,  separated  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river,*'  and  to 
be  •*  very  near  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  "^  This  error 
was  no  doubt  occasioned  by  the  writer's  looking  at  it 
from  the  right  bank,  and  not  stopping  to  examine  it.  It  is, 
in  fact,  an  isolated  bluff,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  cir- 
cumference, separated  from  the  right  bank,  and  not  from 
the  east,  the  intervening  space  being  occupied  by  the  j>re* 
■ent  main  channel.^  From  the  top  of  Trempe  a  VeaUy  its 
whole  history  is  seen  at  a  glance:  the  eastern  bluffs  are  dis- 
tant at  least  five  miles  from  it,  and  in  one  part  recede  still 
more;  an  extensive  prairie,  having  fewer  no  trees,  extend- 
ing east  and  west  about  twenty-five  miles,  and  from  five 
to  six  miles  wide,  north -by -east,  by  compass,  separating 
this  outlier  from  thoae  bluffs  to  the  east.  It  la  evident 
that  the  Mississippi  has  once  passed  north  of  this  outlier, 
has  covered  the  prairie,  then  a  lake,  and  has  coasted  the 
distant  eastern  bluffs.  This  affords  another  inconiroverti- 
ble  instance  of  that  remarkable  reduction  of  the  fresh-wa- 
ter level  of  this  continent,  before  alluded  tct,  at  which  pe- 
riod the  contracted  channel  left  the  then  lake,  and  cut  off 
the  Trempe  d  Veau  from  the  right  bank.  Oinpedo  VVa- 
keen,  brother  to  Wsbeshah,  a  celebrated  chief  of  a  neigh- 
boring band  of  Nacotahp,  told  me,  on  the  evening  of  the 
day  I  visited  the  place,  that  the  Indians  called  it  Minnay 
Choncahah,  or  Bluff  in  the  water,  and  that  they  resorted 
to  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  wild-geese  season,  to  make  of- 
ferings to  Wakon,  or  the  deity,  fur  success  in  hunting. 

A  few  miles  higher  up,  there  is  another  prairie  on  the 
right  bank,  where  Wabeshali's  band  have  their  lodges;  and 
about  halt  way  from  this  place  to  Lake  Pepin,  is  another, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  still  more  extensive,  and 
bordered  with  cedar  trees.  Having  a  copy  of  Carver's 
Travels  with  me,   and  having  always  found  his  descrip- 

♦  I  found  the  rivers  verv  erroneously  piii  down,  and  Lake  Pepin  dis- 
proponionaiely  lonu,  on  liie  maps.  In  ilio  chart  of  the  Indian  country 
eui  and  weslof  ihe  MisaiBsJppi,  which  accoinpanh  a  ihis  reptirt,  I  have 
endeavored  lo  adjust  theae  znimakes. 
t  Sioujc  is  an  abbreviation  o\  NuhU)wew>ioux,  Men  of  ihe  WiK^d^ 
X  Koailng'a  Nanuti^e  of  an  Expedliiou,.  kc,  vol.  1,  p.  271. 


tions  deserving  of  very  groat  confidence,  I  bad  beea  anxious 
to  discover  a  remarkable  locality  he  speaks  of,*  and  which, 
from  the  doubu  expressed  by  other  traveUere,f  ibey  evi*. 
denlly  had  never  seen.  The  passage  in  Carver  is  to 
rointitcly  descriptive,  and  the  exiittence  of  die  remains  of  & 
work  capacious  enough  to  hold  5,000  men  was  something 
so  remarkable,  that  I  was  solicitous  not  to  miss  the  place, 
however  troublesome  the  search,  since  he  does  not  saj  on 
which  bank  of  ihe  river  it  is,  and  merely  s[>eaks  of  it  as 
*<  some  miles  below  Lake  Pepin.*' 

On  clinibing  the  bank  where  these  evergreen  trees  were, 
which  is  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  about  eight 
miles  8.  £.  of  lioque'st  trading-huuac,  near  the  entrance 
of  Lake  Pepin,  I  found  myself  on  an  extensive  and  beauti- 
fully smooth  prairie.     At  a  distance  not  exceeding  \«o 
miles,   I  saw  some  unusual  elevations  to  the  south ;  and, 
hoping  I  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  find,  at  leugtb,  the 
true  place,  I  walked  to  them,  and,  on  reaching  vhem,  wai 
at  once  persuaded  that  I  had  found  the  locality  descril«d 
by  Carver,  and  which  was  sufficiently  remarkable  to  jiuii- 
fy  the  description  he  had  given  of  it.     The  elevation  \x\ 
the  appearance  of  an  ancient  military  work  iu  ruins iei' 
tcrnally  there  wastlie  appearance  of  a  diich,  in  places  fill- 
ed up  with  the  blowing  sand,  and  having  a  slope  coming 
down  from  what  might  be  suppuised  the  walls  of  the  «urk 
to  the  ditch,  of  about  twenty  yards.     Inside  was  a  great 
cavity,  with  irregular  salient  angles*,  and  at  three  difTereBi 
parts  were  the  more  regular  remains  of  aometbing  like  bis* 
tions;  the  cavity  was  seventy  >ards  in  diameter,  N.  VV. 
and   S.   £.,    including  tlie   ruins  of  several  terraces ;  the 
circumference  of  this  singular  place,  including  tlie  angles, 
was  four  hundred  and  twenty -four  yards.     Seven  buudied 
yards  8.  8.  £.  of  this  was  another,  resembling  it  in  form 
and  size;  and  at  an  equal   distance,  £.  8.  E.  (rofflihii 
last,  was  a  larger  one,  eleven  hundred  yards  round,  «uh 
similar  remains  of  bastions  ;  this  cavity  would  easily  con* 
tain   one  thousand  people;    its  walls,  if  the  word  msj  1« 
applied  to  them,  are  lofty,  and  there  is  a  deep  ditch  on  the 
south  side.     Iu  the  area  to  the  south  I  counted  six  mm 
of  these  elevations,  each  having  a  rude  resemblance  lo  tlie 

*  "One  day,havtnj[  landed  on  the  shore  of  ibe  Mivissippi, »',^ 
miles  below LakePey.in,  whilsi  my  aUendsnrs  wert  prfjariiu-n j -n 
ner,  I  walked  out  Ui  lake  a  view  of  the  adjacent  country.  1  l<S''-  ^\ 
proceeded  far  hef.rel  came  tuft  flap,  k' vol,  open  plain,  on  «bKh  1 
perceived,  at  a  Utile  distance,  a  partial  elevaiion,  thai  had  ihe  ^iv- 
ance  of  an  intrenchmenL  On  a  nearer  insf)eclif>n  I  had  greater  ret 
son  to  aurpose  tliat  ii  bad  really  been  i mended  f^*r  d)iiDwpycr&^ 
riea  ago.    Notwiiliatandiog  it  was  nuw  covered  willi  gras^,!  cjii^i 

f>lainly  discern  that  it  had  once  been  a  breasiwork  of  alx>uiu-u'l.ft 
n  height,  extending  the  beat  part  of  a  mile,  and  sufficiecUr  catflc|i>u 
to  cover  five  thouaand  men.  lis  form  was  somewhat  circular,  suu  a 
flanka  reached  lo  the  river.  Though  much  defaced  by  lime.eifryr^K 
waa  distlnguishahle,  and  appeared  as  resrular,  and  fafhioQed  »ih  a 
much  military  akill,  as  if  planned  l>y  Vauban  bimseir.  Tiie  diu 
was  not  viailjle.  but  1  ihoualit,on  eaaoiintug  more  curioucW,  i  ^i  > 
could  perceive  there  cenahilr  had  bt  en  one.  From  its  .situation. »it 
I  atn  ooQvinced  that  it  muat  have  been  deaiened  for  this  pi'rf^«<'  '' 
fronted  ihe  country,  and  the  rear  was  cuvend  by  the  river,  b  r»-« 
'.here  any  riaing  ground  for  a  considerable  way  thul  commar.'.'.  '•  » 
few  slrapgling  oaks  were  alone  lo  be  s#en  near  it.  Id  m-inyp*  e* 
small  tracks  were  worn  across  it  by  the  feet  of  Uie  elks  a!itJ  •  ^f-  *''^ 
fmiij  the  dei»ih  of  the  l:ied  of  eatih  by  w  hich  it  wus  covcrttl,  I  »^  *■  '* 
lo  draw  con.iin  conclusions  i)f  lis  great  aali«]uiiy.  I  exaniiS'fO  a.i '  ' 
angles  and  every  part  with  groat  attention,  and  have  ofi'.'n  Lhfr- 
mywlf  aince  Inr  not  eucainpiui;  on  the  P(>oi,  and  diavk ing  af  eiJ-l 
plan  uf  it.  To  show  that  ihia  (le?cripiii)n  is  not  the  offBpnhs  rl  j  i."*i^ 
ed  i.na::i nation,  or  the  chime- Irol  tale  of  a  n^i&taken  iravflUr.l  f"' 
on  inquiry  Kince  my  rrlurn,  thai  Mons.  St,  Pierre  and  w^v.ral  i.^i'" 
have,  at  diir'rcnl  Uum-s,  taken  noiice  cl  similar  apfHaraccts,t»ii  *  -^ 
ihey  iiave  futnir  «i  ihe  sanie  conj'-ctiin  s,  but  withmii  exanuiiirf  '.'"  -i 
si»  ii.iniiiely  as  I  did.  How  a  work  of  this  kind  could  exist  in  a  "> 
tr>' that  has  hitherto  (according  ta  the  generally  received  l»^fCI.6i 
lieen  the  seat  «tf  war  lo  uniutortd  Indiana  alune,  whose  whi.lesii''*| 
military  knowle.:ge  has  only,  till  within  »w«  conicrii^,  fii'-^'un'-/^ 
drawing  the  li<»w.  and  whose  only  t>re«8iwork  even  at  r"*'"^'  "S 
thicket,  I  know  not.  I  have  aiven  ats  exact  an  account  as  i  c<ssiii«"« 
tlii.«»  singular  appearance, and  lea ve  lo  future  explnrertcf  iht*  -jI^*-'* 
reiiiona  to  discover  whether  it  fa  n  production  e»f  nature  or  an.'-l[-J 
els  through  the  iuieriori.'jiris  of  Niwih  America,  in  the  years li'b6,«>- 
1708,  by  J.  Ciir\  er,  Esq.,  pp.  57, 5&  London,  1778. 
t  Keatinp's  Narrative, ic,  vol.  1 ,  p.  276.  „  ^ 

t  A  half  l>reed  known  in  the  Indian  cuuniry  by  the  awuf  «  "^ 
Jusiahchay  or  Slrawbcnv. 
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other,  with  what  also  appeftrad  to  be  a  line  of  defence, 
connecting  these  works  with  each  other.  At  the  northern 
end  of  this  singular  assemblage  of  elevations,  every  thing 
bears  the  appearance  of  rade  artificial  construction ;  at  the 
•outhorn  end,  however,  and  not  &r  from  the  river,  the 
works  pasis  gradually  ioto  an:  irregular  surface,  a  confused 
intermiiing  of  cavities  and  knolis,  that  might  be  satisfact- 
orily aUribated  to  the  blowing  of  sand.*  There  is  a 
growth  of  oak  timber,  as  Carver  observes,  ifpon  all  this 
part<N>f  the  elevations.  All  the  angles  and  bastions  are 
very  much  rounded  by  the  weather,  and  some  of  the  slopes 
outside  consist  of  sand  brought  there  by  the  wind.  It  is 
undoubtedly  true  that  all  the  appearances  I  have  described 
may  have  been  produced  by  the  action  of  the  wind ;  but 
those  who  think  so,  afler  personal  inspection,  are  bound 
(0  account  to  themselves  why  other  parts  of  this  prairie, 
and  of  other  prairies  similarly  skuated,  are  not  blown  up, 
and  why  the  ground  covered  by  these  elevations  is  blown 
up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  resemble  artificial  works  so 
closely.  If,  when  this  curious  place  becomes  more  known 
and  investigated,  Indian  antiquities  should  be  discovered 
commensurate  with  the  extent  of  the  work,  such  as  the 
stone  instruments  and  weapons  of  offence  usually  found 
about  Indian  encampments,  it  would  decide  with  me  the 
question.  If  any  thing  of  that  kind  is  there,  it  is  probably 
buried  beneath  the  sands  too  deep  for  passing  travellers 
to  find.  I  brought  nothing  away  with  roe  but  a  plan  of 
the  general  appearance  of  the  locality,  and  one  or  two  of 
the  principal  elevations. 

'    At  the  southernmost  end  of  Lake  Pepin,  Cbippeway 

river  domes  in  on  the  left  bank,  a  stream  of  considerable 

magnitude,  fr6ro  four  to  five  hundred  yards  wide  where  it 

joins  the  Mississippi ;  the  volume  of  water  is  said  to  be 

great  for  sixty  ^jniles.j-     Having  passed   iu  mouth   the 

scenery  becomes  changed,  and,  instead  of  a  valley  two  or 

three  miles  wide,  full  of  low  wooded  islands,  Lake  Pepin 

preaents  itself,  a  sheet  of  water  about  twenty  miles  long 

and  nearly  three  miles  wide  upon  an  average,  perhaps. 

This  is  nothing  but  a  continuation  of  the  Mississippi  valley 

without  any  islands,  with  this  difference,  that  the  river 

occupies  all  the  space  between  the  banks,  whilst  the  bluffs 

and   coulees   present  themselves   with   the  same  general 

character  as   below.     Why   there   are  no  islatids  in  this 

part  of  the  valley,  and  why  it  is  a  lake,  deserve  on  inquiry. 

It  will  occur  to  every  observer,  that  the  entrance  of  a  stream 

of  such  magnitude  as  the  Cbippeway  river,  coming  in  at 

right  angles  to  the  Mississippi,  must  necessarily  dam  up 

the  water  above  it.     Thus,   at  the  general  subsidence  of 

thq  water-level,  when  the  alluvial  bottom  of  the  other  part 

of  the  valley  would  be  left  dry  and  plants  begin  to  grow, 

it   would  here  be  covered  up  to  the  *  northwest  for  a  certain 

distance,   whilst  the  wind  and  high  waves  to  which  this 

lake  is  now  so  much  exposed  as  often  to  make  the  passage 

a  dangerous  one,  would  kpep  the  alluvial  matter  in  a  state 

of  suspension,  and,   finally   wearing  it  away,  the  whole 

breadth  of  this  part  of  tlie   valjey  would  he  necessarily 

covered  by  water.     This  is  tUe  way  in  which  I  would  ac- 

count  for  the  origin  of  this  lake,  the  only  one  in  the  whole 

course  of  the  river. 

The  strata  towards  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  lake  on  the 
north  side  are  very  cherty,  and  agates  are  very  frequently 
found  amongst  them.  Opposite  to  a  small  stream  called 
Marchessau,  on  the  south  side,  an  intelli|;ent  trader,  well 
acquainted  with  this  part  of  the  country,  told  me  he  had 
picked  up  pieces  of  galena.  There  are  two  channels  at 
the  head  of  the  lake ;  the  southwest  one  passes  between 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  a  low  narrow  island,  called 


^  ♦  It  Is  a  sand  pmirip,  Covered  with  a  fiiot  or  two  of  vegetable  matter. 
t  Ai  the  falls  of  this  river,  which  are  very  exiensive,  there  is  an  in- 
del!  n  ite  quantity  of  water-power.  The  tracts  of  fine  pine  ilinl)er  will , 
if  preserved  by  order  of  Goveminenif  be  extremely  valuable.  It  will 
^ye^  indispeQsable  for  building  purposes  whenieulera  get  into  that 
country. 


Twelve-mile  island,  edged  by  lofty  and  beautiful  .trees. 
Up  this  channel,  and  near  a  lofty  outlier  about  three 
hundred  feet  high,  called  La  Grange,  is  the  village  of  the 
Indian  chief  Machpayah  Muzah,  or  the  Iron  cloud,  i)oo- 
t6h,  or  Redwing,  the  celebrated  old  chief  being  now  dead. 
Two  streams,  the  Vermillion  and  Cannon  river,  fall  into 
the  Mississippi  a  few  miles  higher  up.  Between  them  and 
at  a  distance  nut  exceeding  thirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  Peter's,  there  is  a  singular  outlier  of  sandstone, 
which  shows  how  the  continuity  of  the  strata  has  once  ex- 
isted, and  how  much  the  general  mineral  level  has  been 
reduced.  Diagram  No.  20  repreaects  this  curious  pillar, 
to  which  the  name  of  Castle  Rock  has  been  given.  It  is 
situated  on  what  is  called  the  Big  Prairie,  and  can  be  seea 
for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  appiearing  like  the  remains 
of  a  casUe,  or  a  church  with  a  cupola.  The  total  height 
is  ninety  feet,  the  lower  part  being  about  sixty  feet  high 
and  twenty-five  feet  in  diameter ;  the  upper  part  it  thirty 
feet  high  and  varies  from  two  and  a  half  feet  to  fifteen  feet 
diameter.  I  had  these  particulars  from  a  gentleman  who 
had  visited  the  place  and  taken  a  drawing  of  it,  of  which 
he  presented  me  a  copy. 

The  banks  of  the  river  now  gradually  lose  their  escarped 
character,  the  left  bank  especially  being  low  and  rolling, 
having  generally  a  gentle  slope  of  grass  and  trees  to  the 
water  side,  and  rarely  exceeding  one  hundred  feet  high. 
About  forty  miles  from  Lake  Pepin,  St.  Croix  river  comes 
in  from  the  left  bank,  about  120  yards  wide.  This  stream, 
after  following  it  north  about  two  miles,  expands  into  a 
small  lake  of  nearly  the  aame  breadth.  Beyond  the  St. 
Croix  the  Mississippi  becomes  narrow,  and  at  one  place, 
where  the  limestone  beds  on  the  right  side  come  to  the 
water's  edge,  is  only  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and 
winds  very  much.  From  this  place  I  could  hear  distinctly 
the  noise  of  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony.  Four  or  five  miles 
before  reaching  the  villige  of  Tchaypehahmonee,  or  Little 
Crow,  the  limestone  on  the  left  bank  becomes  very  tenaci- 
ous and  twisted  ;  the  beds  become  cavernous,  are  wavy, 
and  large  concentric  masses  are  formed  resembling  those  at 
Prairie  du  Chien;  the  whole  mineral  substance  sppesrs  to 
have  had  a  tendency  to  resolve  itself  into  globular  forms. 
The  river  is  very  beautiful  about  here ;  an  open  stream, 
without  islands,  about  300  yards  wide,  flowing  between 
banks  coveretl  with  handsome  trees,  vines,  and  grass ;  the 
soil  is  exceedingly  rich,  lieing  composed  of  decomposed 
limestone,  sand,  and  vegetable  matter,  black  and  deep.  A 
short  distance  beyond  the  village  there  is  a  bluff  of  soft 
sandstone,  in  which  the  Indians  say  there  is  a  cave,  but 
the  rock  from  above  has  fallen  down  with  hundreds  of  tons 
oi  sandstone  and  has  concealed  the  entrance.  Somewhat 
higher  up,  and  only  a  few  miles  from  Fort  Snelling,  is  an- 
other sandstone  blufl^  with  a  narrow  ravine,  down  which 
trickles  a  small  stream  of  good  water.  I  followed  this 
ravine  about  200  paces,  and  found  that  it  led  to  the  cave 
which  Carver  has  so  accurately  described.*  The  Nacotah 
Indians  call  it  Wakon  Tecbee,  or  House  of  the  Great  Spirit. 
The  ravine  ends  at  a  circular  wall  of  very  soft  sandstone, 
about  forty  feet  high  to  the  left ;  to  the  right  is  the  cave, 
the  entrance  to  which  is  formed  by  an  arch  about  eighteen 
feet  high,  and  thirty  feet  wide.  The  stream  of  water 
comes  through  this  cave,  into  which  I  advanced  about 
forty  paces,  when  the  water  became  too  deep.  I  heard  a 
rumbling  sound,  at  a  distance,  of  falling  watpr,  and  threw 
stones  in  at  random,  it  being  dark,  which  fell  into  deep 
water,  as  I  could  ascertain  by  the  sound.  Ai^er  advancing 
a  few  paces  into  the  cave  it  loses  its  dimensions,  being 
little  more  than  six  feet  high  and  about  ten  feet  wide. 
The  rock  is  composed  of  a  white  crumbling  sandstone, 
easily  cut  with  a  knife.  The  cave,  like  mofct  others,  ap- 
pears to  owe  its  origin  to  a  spring  of  water  which  passes 

♦  Page  64. 


316 


APPENDIX— To  Gcdcs  Sf  Seaton'i  Register. 


Sfith  Coiro.  lat  Bssf .] 


Geological  ReeonnoUtame, 


throogh  it.  The  Indiant  have  cut  many  of  their  hiero- 
glyphiee  upon  the  rock.  Five  miles  beyond  this  cave  the 
Minnay  Sotor  Watapah,  or  St.  Peter's  river,  comes  into  the 
Mississippi  on  the  right  bank ;  and,  a  short  distance  above, 
at  a  cut-otf  which  the  MisdEssippt  has  made  by  forcing  its 
way  through  the  alluvial  bottom  to  the  St.  Peter's,  Fort 
SnelUng  appears,  at  the  top  of  the  escarpment,  on  the  right 
hank  of  the  Mississippi. 

Thi4  is  the  last  military  post  of  the  United  Stales  to  the 
northwest,  the  natives  having  exclusive  possession  of  the 
country  as  far  as  the  Britiiih  settlements,  about  latitude  49 
degrees.  The  fort  is  built  upon  the  bluff,  which  overlooks 
both  the  Mississippi  and  the  St.  Peter's,  resting  upon  gray- 
ish, buff- colored,  fossiliferous  beds  of  the  carboniferous 
limestone,  containing  zoophvtes,  many  specimens  of  large 
orthocera,  fragments  of  which  measured  a  foot  long  and 
more  than  four  inches  wide.  The  faces  of  some  of  the 
rocks  are  covered  with  fuci,  and  in  some  beds  producta 
form  almost  the  body  of  the  rock.  These  fossiliferous  beds 
are  separated  from  the  great  sandstone  beds  of  the  country, 
which  here  go  far  below  the  level  of  the  river,  by  a  thick 
stratum  of  eighteen  feet  of  compact  subcrystallino  limestone 
withou  t  fossils.  Below  this  stmtum  nothing  but  sandstone 
appears.*  The  fossiliferous  beds  are  accessible  in  numer- 
ous localities  as  far  as  the  fidls  of  St.  Anthony.  A  stream 
which  runs  from  Lake  Calhoun — a  beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
about  eight  miles  from  the  Fort — to  the  Mississippi,  has 
worn  its  way  hack  through  the  rocks  from  the  river  a  short 
distance,  and  makes  a  fall  there  about  fifty  feet  high,  the 
stream  being  twenty  feet  broad.  I  obtained  many  fine 
fossils  at  this  place,  as  wcU  as  at  both  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, up  which  I  went  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  a 
distance  not  mnch  exceeding  eight  miles  by  water,  and  the 
banks  not  exceeding  eighty-live  feet,  to  the  flat  prairie  land 
of  the  country. 

An  island  about  460  yards  long  divides  the  Mississippi 
into  two  parts  at  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  which  have  a 
very  irregular  outline,  owing  to  the  soft  sandstone  being' 
washed  out  unequally  in  places,  and  the  superincumbent 
strata  of  limestone  falling  down  in  large  blocks;  these  are 
piled  up  in  gpreat  quantities  on  the  bed  of  the  river  imme- 
diately at  the  foot  of  the  falls.  That  part  of  the  river  on 
the  north  side  of  the  isknd  is  about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
yards  in  width.  There  is  a  very  fine  smooth  section  of  the 
rocks  here  to  the  water,  about  90  feet  high.  I  should 
think  the  fall  would  not  average  more  than  twenty  feet. 
The  immense  slabs  which  have  fallen  from  the  limestone 
beds  at  the  top  are  covered  with  producta,  mixed  with 
spirifers  and  cardia.  On  the  south  side  of  the  river  the 
fine  of  the  falls  is  a  very  irregular  curvature,  and  meas- 
ures about  four  hundred  and  fiAy  yards  to  the  island ;  the 
height  of  the  fall  does  net  appear  so  great  on  this  side, 
owing  perhaps  to  the  hed  of  the  river  being  so  much  choked 
up  with  the  fallen  slabs.  It  is  a  wild,  rocky  scene^  but  de- 
ficient in  interest  as  a  waterfall  on  account  of  its  want  of 
height.  To  a  geologist,  however,  it  is  exceedingly  inter- 
esting, finding  here  the  uninterrupted  continuation,  for 
one  thousand  miles,  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  with 
its  characteristic  fossils.  At  the  south  side  of  the  falls  I 
got  some  exceedingly  fine  ones,  including  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  deJphinu  la,  bellerophoD,  nautilus,  euomphalus,  6lc, 

At  Fort  Snelling,  the  St.  Peter's  comes  winding  in  from 
the  southwest,  through  an  ample  valley,  the  hanks  or 
blufis  of  which  vary  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 

*Id  Mr.  Keaiing's  narrative  of  Majur  Long's  expedition  totbe  source 
of  St.  Peter's  river,  before  referred  to.  it  is  slalod,  vol.  1,  page  308,  ihai 
this  sandstone  rests  upon  a  slaty  limestone,  with  a  striped  aspect,  and 
that  a^n  upon  other  calcareous  beds  lying  beneath  ine  water  level. 
This  error  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  hasty  examination.  At  the  bouom  of 
the  talus  are  heavy  blocks  of  limestone,  many  of  which  lie  flat  in  the 
river,  but  thoy  have  all  fallen  from  the  top.  I  not  only  compared  and 
hlentifted  them,  but  examined  the  sandstone  often  at  leisure,  and  it  is 
never  iuperincuml)ent  to  any  bed  of  limestone  there,  descending  much 
further  below  the  water-level  than  ii  was  possible  to  ezarainen. 


fifty  fhet  high.  The  vaHey  is  about  a  mile  and  a  hilf  wide, 
and  contains  a  great  deal  of  rich  allaWal  soil.  On  the 
right  bank  of  the  St.  Peter's,  about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  b 
the  head  establishment  of  the  American  Fur  Compiny* 
for  the  trade  with  the  Nacotah  or  Sioux  Indians. 

The  St.  Peter's, f  which  remained  for  me  now  toexpbre, 
is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  yards  wide  at  the 
nearest  point  to  the  fort,  looks  as  if  whitish  clay  had  been 
dissolved  in  it,  and  runs  with  an  extremely  winding  courw, 
somewhat  represented  in  the  accompanying  map,  through 
the  alluvial  bottom,  with  low  prairies  on  each  side,  and  fine 
wooded  slopes  in  the  distance.  The  general  direction  of 
the  river,  as  fares  the  Makato,  or  Blue-earth  river,  iiaboot 
southwest ;  from  this  point  it  bends  and  describe!  octrly  i 
northwest  course  to  its  source.  Numerous  chief  of  budi 
of  the  Nacotabst  have  their  villages  on  its  banks,  where 
they  reside  during  the  season  of  cultivation ;  and  which  m 
evacuated  by  them  and  their  families  during  the  hunting 
seasons.  A  bout  six  miles  from  the  foit,  on  tbe  right  bink, 
is  the  villsge  of  Wahmundeetanka,  or  Big  Eagle,  oiled 
also  by  the  Canadian  traders  Ghien  Noir,  or  Black  Dog. 
A  little  higher  up  on  the  same  bank  is  the  villsge  of  Pen). 
ebon.  About  sixteen  miles  from  the  fort  a  ftresm  comes 
in  from  the  right  bank  called  by  the  Ganaditns  Credit 
river,  the  Indians  call  it  Kakahinhahah,  or  river  where  ibe 
elk  was  put,  to  commemorate,  no  doubt,  some  inculent. 
A  little  beyond  this  the  river  narrows  to  about  eightjyirdi, 
and  has  a  N.  N.  W.  course,  but  soon  widens  again  with 
high  grassy  slopes  of  prairie  land.  About  twentf-fite 
miles  from  the  fort  the  village  of  a  chief  called  Six,iipi«ed 
on  the  right  bank.  Passing  a  place  on  the  left  baokctlkd 
La  Petite  Prairie,  a  atmam  conoes  in  from  tbe  sameade, 
.which,  from  the  disUnce  from  the  fort,  about  forty  iniiN, 
and  other  circumstances,  appears  to  be  the  river  wbich 
Garver§  gave  his  own  name  to.  The  Indians  call  itDd- 
do  do-sh,  or  Who  sings  of  war.  Something  short  of  lii<7 
miles  from  the  fort,  there  is  a  short  rapid  with  a  strong  cor- 
rent :  the  passage  is  on  the  right  bank,  which  we  soon  got 
through  by  holding  on  to  the  bushes  and  vigorously  appir- 
ing  the  paddles.  Above  this  is  another  rapid  with  nnd- 
stone  in  place  on  the  right  bank,  the  same  as  thai  at  the 
fort.  Further  up,  at  a  place  called  Weabkotee,  or  the 
Sand  hills,  there  is  another  Indian  village.  Beyond  this, 
for  a  great  distance,  the  course  of  the  river  is  very  beauu- 
ful ;  a  groat  profusion  of  trees,  shrubbery,  and  high  gras 
on  the  bottoms  and  slopes,  when  rich  prairies  with  blaci 
fertile  soil  commence.  The  river  is  very  serpentine  in  in 
course,  and  is  continually  opening  new  scenes :  sometinw 
smooth  conical  hills,  one  hundred  feet  high,  with  oom 
like  amphitheatres,  present  themselves,  covered  widi  ver- 
dure, and  crowned  with  treea  at  the  top,  when,  at  another 
turn,  a  fine-level  prairie  country  conies  in.  Kectahmeemih, 
or  Round  Prairie,  is  about  one  hundred  feel  high,  with  a 
fine  alope  covered  with  grass.  The  Indians  have  giwo « 
this  name  because  it  is  encircled  with  trees.  Beyond  ttn 
is  the  village  of  Wakondoanka,  or  Lively  Spirit,  whom 
the  voyageurs  cell  Le  Bras  Casse,  having  once  had  w 
arm  broken.  Before  reaching  Chankeoolah,  or  BoiiFran' 
river,  the  river  narrows  to  sixty  yards.  This  last'trpaa 
eomes  in  on  tbe  right  bank,  and  is  the  northern  limit  of  ui« 
Boia  Franc  district.     This  is  in  hcl  an  extensiTe  foreat, 

♦  From  the  semlemen  st  the  head  of  these  esuWi*IJin»»"'^ 
cei  ved  many  obliging  attentions ;  and  lo  Mr.  Sibley  of  di«i»a>wP*' 
I  am  indebted  for  aif  excellent  guide  and  Interpreter,  an  in^'i^^ 
and  faithful  half  breed,  called  Milor,  a  rran  ualvenally  low»n  mu» 
bioax  country.  .  _       .  ,^ 

t  Called  by  the  Nacouha  Minnay  Sotor,  or  Tuibid  WaiCTjiQ^ 
uadistlnction  to  the  Mississippi,  which,  coming  fp«n  a  illicw"  c«m 
try,  ia  clear.  „     .   .^ 

t  In  Major  Long's  expedition  to  the  souice^rf  the  St  P««ra  "^J: 
these  Indians  are  uniformly  called  I>acotabs  J  made  Twucow  »- 
qulries  amongst  the  chieis,  throagfa  my  interpeeier,  and  u>^7 '"^Si 
curred  in  the  assertion  that  their  proper  name  wsa  NacotM- jb, 
word  means  a  united  or  allied  people.  Dacolsh  means  **  nj  i«au«» 

§  Carver's  Travels,  page  74. 
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from  tw^ve  to  fifteen  miles  broad  by  land,  through  which 
the  river  paaaee  for  opwerds  of  thirty  roilee,  on  account  of 
its  very  winding  course.     It  is  said  to  extend  thirty  or 
forty  miles  on  each  side  of  the  8t.  Peter^s.     It  is  difficult 
to  traverse  by  land  on  account  of  the  swampy  nature  of 
the  ground.     I  was  also  informed  there  was  an  extensive 
lake  in  the  central  parts  of  it,  on  the  south  side.     The  cur- 
rant becomes  strong  after  entering  the  Bois  Franc.     As  an 
eviJence  of  the  nature  of  the  incidents  which  induce  the 
Indians  to  give   names   to  a  locality,  Mahahbohpah,  or 
Swan  on  the  ground,   an  elevated  piece  of  ground  with 
trees  on  it,  on  the  right  bank,  may  be  mentioned.      A 
Sioux  shot  a  swan  flying  there.     The  islands  in  this  river 
are  small  and  edged  with  willows.     On  the  banks  of  the 
river  I  have  seen  them  forty  to  fifty  feet  high.     Further  up 
the  Bois  Franc  district  a  stream  ctmes  in  from  the  left 
bank,  called*  Wcetah-wakatah,  or  Tall  island,  and  about 
five  miles  higher  up  some  ledges  of  horizontal  fawn-colored 
limestone  juWout  on  the  right  bank,  very  cherty  and  some- 
what vesicular ;  near  the  surface  it  takes  a  reddish  salmon 
color,  resembling  very  much  some  beds  T  had  previousfy 
seen  on  the  Wiskonsan  and  Upper  Mississippi.     Within  a 
(ew  yards  of  these  letlges,  and  north  of  them,  a  beautiful 
pellucid  stream  comes  in,  containing  the  purest  water  I  had 
seen  in  the  eountiy.     I  could  not  learn  that  any  name  had 
been  given  to  it,  and  as  it  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  fir^t  calcareous  rock  I  had  met  with  in  place  here,  and 
its  purity  rendering  it   a  very  rare  stream    in  a  country 
where  all  are  turbid,  I  named  it  Abcrt's  run,  after  Colonel 
Abert,  of  th^e  United  States  army,  and  chief  of  the  Topo- 
graphical bureau.     Higher  up  on  the  right  bank  is  the  vil- 
lage  of  Wahmundec  Indootah,  or  Red  Bogle.     The  next 
stream  is  Woitseah  Watapah,  or  Rush  river, 'rising  far  up 
in  the  country,  and  comes  in  on  the  left  bank    after  it  suc- 
ceeds ChankeooU  Oeanka,  or  the  end  of  the  Bois  Franc  or 
Free  .Wood  district,  a  stream  coming  in  on  the  left  bank. 
About  fifteen  miles  further  we  came  to  a  place  called  Mya- 
kah  or  White  rock,  on  the  right  bank,  an  escarpment  con- 
sisting of  about  forty  feet  of  granular  sandstone  surmount- 
ed by  ten  feet  of  fawn-eolored  limestone,  the  same  as  that 
at  Abert's  run.     This  sandstone  is  formed  of  semi-trans- 
parent   grains,  loosely  adhering   with   nodules  here  and 
there,  where  they  are  cemented  by  a  paste  of  clesr  siliceous 
matter,  the  whole  making  a  hard,  flinty  mass,  resembling 
siliceous  oolite.     At  the  junction  of  the  limestone  with  the 
sandstone,  there  is  a  seam  of  marly  mineral  matter,  con- 
taining a  great  deal  of  silicate  iron,  of  a  bluish  green  color. 
I  had  seen  traces  of  this  in  the  blufTs  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
Eight  or  nine  miles  further  on  is  Traverse  dos  Sioux,  an 
establishment  qf  the  American  Fur  Company.     Thia  is  a 
noted  crosHing  place  of  the  Sioux  Indians  in  old  times.     A 
ehoTt  distance  from  this  trading-place,  a  small  stream  comes 
in  on  the  right  bank,  called  Wee-wee,  or  Moon  creek.  This 
atream,  before  it  falls  into  the  St.   Peter's,  recedes  a  little, 
and  describes  a  semi-circle  before  it  approaches  the  river 
again,  and  repeats  this  several  times,  so  that  several  small 
crescents  are  described  by  the  stream  before  it  joins  the 
river.     In  the  Naootah  tongue  wee  signifies  the  sun,  and 
wee -wee,  the  moon,  after  which  planet  the'  Indians  have 
named  the  stream,  from  the  half-moon  it  forms.    '  I   was 
-very  particular  in  examining  this  locality,  because  it  in  the 
place  where  Major  Long  *   abandoned  the  St.  Peter*8  to 
perform  the  rest  ot  the  journey  by  land. 

About  two  miles  further  on  the  limestone  and  sandstone 
are  again  in  place,  and  about  three  more  alrnigblulT,  about 
twenty 'five  feet  high,  presenta  itself  on  the  right  bank  with 
the  san^o  beds.  These  are  succeeded  in  about  five  miles  by 
a  rocky  bluff  on  the  right  bank,  called  Makasaa-usa,  or 
'White-earth  bluff,  about  seventy  yards  high.     On  reach- 


♦  Kflatins  supfxass  the  Incallty  to  have  received  the  name  of  the 
Crescent,  *^  from  a  beautiful  t)ena  which  the  river  makes.^*  Ksaiing^ 
Narrative,  kc.  vol.  1,  p.  837. 


ing  the  top  of  thta  bluff  a  cnrioue  spectacle  presents  itself. 
The  horizon  to  the  east  is  bounded  by  a  belt  of  wqod  about 
fi>Br  miles  from  the  river ;  from  the  wood  an  elevated  ter- 
race extends  westward  about  one  mile  of  smooth  prairie 
land,  whilst  the  remaining  sunken  portion  is  covere<I  with 
tens  of  thousands  of  boulders  of  limestone  and  granite, 
some  of  them  atanding  in  the  most  grotesque  manner,  and 
separated  from  each  other  as  the  wild  buffalo  are  when 
grazing;  indeed,  at  a  distance,  they  might  very  well  be 
taken  for  them.  Some  of  the  boulders  weigh,  I  should 
think,  one  hundred  tons.  To  the  south  is  prairie  land,  at 
a  much  lower  level,  with  a  lake ;  whilst  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  wood- 
ed slopes,  with  a  continuous  smooth  prairie  beyond  them. 
These  are  amongst  the  interesting  proofs  of  the  retreat  of 
the  waters  in  ancient  times,  and  of  their  power  to  break  op 
•van  the  heda  of  the  primary  rocks.  Beyond  this  point  an 
island  is  pasaed  about  four  hundred  yards  long,  the  largest 
yet  met  with.  The  current  is  now  very  strong  for  some 
distance,  and  from  the  continustion  of  bold  Muffs,  many  of 
them  with  boulders  on  their  sides,  it  is  evident  the  river 
has  worked  its  way  through  a  ridge  here.  Chaneaska,  or 
Fort  river,  has  received  its  name  from  a  strong  hold  which 
the  Nacotahs  had  on  the  heights  near  it,  during  their  wars 
with  the  Ha-hah-tona,  or  People  of  the  Falls,  the  name 
they  give  to  the  Chippewas.  About  sixteen  miles  beyond 
this  point,  the  bluffs  on  the  left  Imnk  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  high ;  and  here,  after  a  very  severe^struggle 
with  the  current;  we  got  the  canoe  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Makato  Watnpah,  or  Blue-earth  river,  the  principal  tributary 
of  the  Minnay  Sotor.  This  is  a  bold  stream,  eighty  yards 
wide  at  its  mouth;  and  the  St.  Peter's,  whose  general 
course  firom  its  sources  having  hitherto  been  about  north- 
west, now  joined  by  the  Makato,  forces  its  way  through 
the  lowest  part  of  the  ridge,  and  gains  the  Mississippi  in  a 
eoarae  nearly  northeast. 

Having  reached  the  Makato',  it  became  ray  duty  to  enter 
it.  Expectations  bad  been  raised  by  the  publication  of 
Major  Long's*  expedition,  respecting  ^ome  supposed  cop- 
per  mines  which  M.  Le  Sueur  was  said  to  have  di^^covered 
about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  not  far  from 
its  mouth,  and  which  Major  Long,  in  passing  up  the  St. 
Peter's,  had  not  vitiiled.  The  following  passage, f  with 
others,  in  the  publication  in  question,  gave  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  affair,  that  it  was  deemed  proper  to  make 
an  investigation  of  the  locality  part  of  rr.y  instructions  ; 

<*  Charlevoix  statea  that  Le  Sueur  was  sent  by  M.  D'f- 
berville  to  make  an  establishment  in  the  Sioux  country, 
and  to  take  possession  of  a  copper  mine  Le  Sueur  had 
there  discovered.  He  ascended  the  St.  Peter's  40  leagnes, 
to  la  rividre  Verte,  which  comes  in  on  the  left.  Though 
only  the  last  of  Septeml>er,  the  ice  prevented  him  from  as- 
cending that  river  more  than  a  league  :  he  therefore  built  a 
fort,  and  spent  the  winter  at  that  spot.  In  April,  1702,  he 
went  up  the  tjvidre  Verte  to  the  mine,  which  was  only 
three-quarters  of  a  lesgue  above  his  winter  estahlishment. 
In  twenty -two  days  they  got  out  more  than  thirty  thousand 
ponnda  of  ore,  of  which  fo<ir  thousand  pounds  were  select- 
ed and  sent  to  France.  The  mine  ^as  at  the  foot  of  a 
mountain  ten  leagues  long,  that  seemed  to  be  composed  of 
the  same  suhstanoe.  After  removing  a  black  burnt  crust 
as  hard  as  rock,  the  copper  could  be  scraped  with  a  knife." 
A  manuscfipt  in  the  possession  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society,  written  l>y  M.  B^nard  de  la  Harpe,  is 
also  cited  i\  *•  It  appears  from  this  manuscript  that  Le 
Sueur'ii  diMOoveriee  of  blue  earth  were  made  in  1695,  but 
that  all  further  operations  wens  interrupted  until  1700. 
We  find  in  the  same  manuscript,  under  the  date  of  the 
10th  of  February,    1703,   that  Le  Sneur  arrived  at  the 

*  Narrative  of  an  Expediiioa  to  the  scnirces  nf  St.  Peter's  river.  &e.  • 
2vols8vo.    By  WmiamH.  Keailo^.    Philadelnliia,  1«         '        ' 
t  Vol.  1,  psge  316.       X  Keating,  vol.  1,  p.  8l/ 
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mouth  of  the  Mississippi  that  day  with  two  thousand  quin- 
tals of  hlue  and  green  earth."  The  same  manuscript  is 
also  said,  in  giving  the  details  of  Le  Sueur's  progress  up 
the  Mississippi,  to  state:  <* Finally,  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, he  lef^  the  Mississippi,  and  entered  the  St.  Peter's 
river,  which  comes  in  from  the  we:it  bank.  By  the  1st  of 
October  he  had  ascended  this  river  forty -four  and  a  q  garter 
leagues,  when  he  entered  the  Blue  river,  the  name  of  which 
14  derived  from  the  blue  earth  found  on  its  banks."  <<  On 
the  26th  M.  Le  Sueur  went  to  the  mine  with  three  canoes, 
which  he  loaded  with  green  and  blue  earth.  It  was  taken 
from  mountains  near  which  are  very  abundant  mines  of 
copper,  of  which  an  assay  was  made  in  Paris  by  M. 
L'Hoiller,  in  the  year  1696." 

I  had,  through  my  guide,  (Milor,)  neglected  no  oppor- 
tunity to  inquire  amongst  the  Nacotabs  respecting  these 
mines,  but  I  nevet  could  obtain  any  information,  or  even 
a  traditional  report,  of  ony  thing  like  a  copper  mine  in  that 
region.  Many  of  the  chiefs  concurred  in  saying  that  there 
were  some  bluflfs  a  few  miles  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Peter's,  to  which  the  Indians  had  at  all  times  resorted  to 
procure  a  blue  earth  with  which  they  were  accustomed  to 
paint  themselves ;  and  one  old  chief  hsd  described  (he  lo- 
cality with  great  precision.  He  was  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  whole  country  between  the  St.  Peter's  and  the 
Missouri,  and  had  often  crossed  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  but 
he  had  never  beard  of  or  seen  any  thing  like  copper. 
This,  however,  wss  not  particularly  discouraging,  as  Le 
Sueur's  mineral  was  described  as  being  a  green  and  blue 
earth  ;  and  it  might  very  well  be  an  oxyde  or  carbonate  in 
the  carboniferous  limestone,  as  it  is  found  in  the  Wiskon- 
san  Territory.  I  therefore  entered  the  Macato  with  some 
confidence.  Its  waters  were  extremely  discolored,  and  I 
immediately  saw  they  were  the  cause  of  the  turbid  Btate  of 
those  of  the  St.  Peter's.  When  we  had  proceeded  about 
a  mile,  we  found  a  family  uf  I^acotahs,  of  the  Sissiton 
tribe,  encamped  on  a  sand  bar,  taking  care  of  some  veni- 
son they  had  just  killed.  The  locality  I  was  in  search  of 
was  well  known  to  (hem,  and  they  gave  us  very  intelligi- 
ble directions.  The  current  was  exceedingly  strong,  run- 
ning al>oul  two  miles  an  hour,  ond  the  stream  appeared  to 
furnish  about  one  half  the  volume  of  the  St.  Peter's. 
About  three  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  river  (here  is  a 
singular  conical  hill  covered'  with  grass  on  the  right  bank, 
which  I  thought  a  very  probable  situation  for  M.  Le  Su- 
eur's Fort  L'Huiliier,  and  I  should  have  landeil  to  exam- 
ine it  but  for  my  anxiety  to  reach  the  blue-earth  locality, 
and  on  account  of  the  weather,  the  snow  falling  as  we 
passed  it,  (Sepiomber  22.)  Near  six  miles  fiom  the 
mouth,  a  fork  of  the  river  came  in  from  the  left  bank, 
about  forty-five  yards  wide,  on  the  right  bank  of  which  is 
a  ridge  of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet  wide,  very  well 
wotxled,  and  fronting  a  prairie  on  the  opposite  side.  We 
found  very  little  current,  the  main  stream  having  forced  it 
back  for  some  distance.  About  two  milef  up  this  fork, 
we  at  length  came  to  a  bluff,  about  one  hundred  and  fiUy 
feet  high,  on  (he  left  bank,  containing  the  blue-earth  lo- 
cality. On  climbing  it,  I  found  the  same  horizontal  sand- 
stone and  siliceous  sandstone  common  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. Towards  the  top  was  a  broad  seam  of  bluish  clay, 
intermixed  in  places  with  silicate  of  iron,  beini^  a  continu- 
ation of  the  deposite  I  had  seen  before  at  Myakdh,  and 
valudble  only  for  the  savages  to  paint  themselves  with. 
From  this  bluff  I  advanced  in  a  westerly  direction  about 
two  miles,  over  a  part  of  the  country  grown  up  with  small 
poplars,  hazels,  wild  roses,  and  gfrass,  in  the  hope  of  see- 
ing the  Coteau  d^  Prairie,  and  making  arrangements  to 
proceed  to  it  from  this  quarter  ;  but  I  saw  nothing  of  (he 
kind  from  any  eminence  which  I  could  gain ;  and  having 
in  my  hand,  and  reading  on  the  spot,  what  had  been  said 
of  M.  Le  Sueur,  his  mountains,  and  his  copper  mines,  I 
found  myself  obliged  to  eome  to  the  conclusion  that  these 


discoveries  were  fables  invented  to  give  him  influence  it 
the  court  of  France.  Before  I  left  the  northwest  coantrv, 
and  after  I  had  visited  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  1  found  it 
was  distant  at  least  sixty  miles  from  this  ipot,  which 
leaves  only  the  bluffs  of  the  river  to  represent  the  moun- 
tains spoken  of  in  the  manuscript  of  La  Harpe. 

Seeing  the  state  of  the  country  here,  and  having  mude 
up  my  mind  to  proceed  up  the  St.  Peter's  to  its  souree, 
and  strike  the  Coteau  de  Prairie  there,  if  the  leasoQ  id- 
mitted  of  it,   I  descended  the  Makato,  which  the  natirei 
informed  me  had  eleven  forks  and  was  full  of  rapida,  and 
regained  the  St.    Peter's.     The  water  above  the  jonrtion 
was  very  clear,  and  had  but  little  current  for  several  miles, 
being  somewhat  kept  back  by  the  Makato;  the  Btmmii 
about  one  hundred  yards  broad,  and  runs  for  some  distance 
through   low,  well-wooded  banks,  forming  a  very  pleuio; 
country.     About  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  the  slopes  sie 
covered  with  large  boulders,  near  which  the  river  narrow 
to  about  fifty  yards,   and   gradually  becomes  shallow,  its 
sandy  bed  being  covered  with  very  beautiful  nnios  of  n- 
rious  species,  the  l«eaks  of  which  were  not  at  all  deconica- 
ted.     Twenty  miles  from  the  Makato,  the  8t.  Peter's  hu 
made  a  recent  cut-off  and  abandoned  its  old  bed ;  not  fir 
from  this  place  a  large  mass  of  sandstone  is  in  place  in  the 
middle  of  the  river.     Minday  Maha-tanka,  or  Great-gocw 
(Swan)  lake,   lies  nearly  five  miles  north  of  this  point. 
Further  on,  the  banks  of  the  river  consist  of  alwut  twenty 
feet  of  alluvial  sandy  loam,   containing  great  qoaniiiiM  o 
planorbis,   anculotus,    and  helices,  to  the  bottom,  of ihe 
same  species  newfound.*     About  twenty -five  miles  from 
the  Makato  some  red-earth  bluffs  occur  on  the  left  bank, 
with  numerous  boulders;  from  this  jKunt  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  jioil  and  country  begins  to  vary  and  in- 
nounces  a  change  in  the  formations,  and  five  miles  farther 
some  rocky  bluffs  come  in  at  the  left  bank,  the  lower  ^ 
of  which  are  a  brick-red  color  and  of  a  fine  grain.   On 
landing  and  leaving  the  bank,  I  found  the  country  cow- 
ed with  beds  of  red  gritstone,  of  a  very  hard  quality,  in- 
clined about  fifteen  degrees.     These  rocks  are  fuH  of  pot- 
holes,  some  of  them  a  foot  in  di&raeter  and  eight  inche 
deep,  and   arc  as  smooth   as  metal.     The  carboiiiffroas 
limestone  formation  seems   to  terminate  here,  nndtobe 
slopped  by  a  conjlomcrale  resembling  in  its  mineralosicil 
characters  (he  upper  beds  of  the  old  red  sandstone.    The 
river  has  in  old  limes  passed  over  these  n^ks,  worn  ihe 
pot-holes,  and  made  them  so  glassy  smooth.    The  War- 
hnJDo,  called  by  the  voyageurs  riviere  aux  Liards  orCit- 
lon-wood   river,   comes  in  from  the  right  bank,  at  a  sh<^rt 
distance  beyond  this  point ;  we  turned  the  canoe  into  it  f« 
awhile,  but  were  ohiiged  to  return  on  account  of  the  shal- 
lowness of  the  water.     Our  distance  by  compulation  froo 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's  at  this  place,  wa^  two  hon- 
dred  miles,   estimated  by  the   windings  of  the  river,  ami 
we  had  moie  than  three  hundred  yet  to  accompli-ih  befit* 
we  could  reach  the  sources  of  the  St   Peter's.     Therp  a  i 
village  of  Sissilon  Indians  a  liltic  west  of  the  Warhajoo. 
Five  miles  from  this  last  stream,  the  St.  Peter's  winds,  ra 
a   very  curiups   manner,    through   rich  allodia!  bottL>ms, 
covered  with  sngar-maplff  trees  :  it  goes  round  a  tongue  w 
land,  at  one  place,  the  distance  of  one  mile  and  fivesixlljs 
which  is  only  twenty  yanls  across  at  the  base.    It  i?  call- 
ed Eepah-baska,  or  Long  point,  by  the  Nacoiahs.    T!^^"* 
is  another,   a  little  higher  up,  of  a  similar  kind :  thf "«' 
here  is  about  one  hundred  antl  ten  yards  broad,  varying  m 
width,  and  gliding  sometimes  on  one  bank,  sometimes  on 
the  other,  in  a  serpentine  course,  through  a  valley  of  n«» 
black,   sandy  loam,   about  one  and  a  helf  mile  wide  w- 
tween  the   bluffs.     The  ziiania   is   frequently  abaaJaat 
about  here.     The  guide  pointed  out  to  me,  on  the  ng&t 

♦  The  alluvial  banks  of  the  Mississippi  at  Qoiacy  are  in  W^. 
ner  filled  with  thesA  univalves ;  these  deposUss  bsiof  the  old  uoi » 
streams,  lilce  those  before-mentioned  at  Fort  Gcatioi. 
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baok,  the  place  where,  in  1811,  be  had  burieU  hie  employ- 
er, a  trader  of  the  name  of  Cameron,   who,   like  many 
others  of  his  vocation,   go  on  struggling  for  wealth,  and 
die  unnoticed  in  the  woods.     About  forty  miles  from  the 
Warhajoo,  I  for  the  first  time  came  upon  a  mass  of  granite 
in  place,  the  river  narrowing  to  about  fifty  yards.     The 
voyageurs  call  this  Petit  Rocher.     Further  on  there  are 
large  granite  rocks  in  the  river.     Mr  Moore*s   trading- 
bouse  is  in  this  vicinity,  on  the  right  bank.     The  granite 
henceforward  is  of  constant  occurrence,  nor  was  any  other 
kind  of  rock  seen   in  place  during  my  further  progress  to 
the  northwest.     From  hence  to  a  stream  coming  in  from 
the  loft  bank,  called  by  the  Nacotabs  Weetah-chantahea- 
hantah,  or  inland  of  dead  wood  that  falls  in  the  lake,  and 
by  the  traders  Beavex   river,  is  a  succession  of  rapids, 
masses  of  granite,  and  shallow  water,  often  not  more  than 
one  foot  deep  on  the  sand.     Beyond  this  point,  on  the 
right  bank,  are  huge  outliers  of  granite  for  many  miles  on 
the  prairie   l>ottoms.     The   Chanshyapay,    or    Red-wood 
river,  comes  ia  a  little  furthei  on,  taking  its  name  from  a 
tree  painted  red  by  the  savages.     The  St.  Peter's  is  much 
obstructed  by  rocks  and  rapids  before  reaching  this  stream, 
but  is  wide  and  shallow  after  passing  it.     The  voyageurs 
call  it    forty  leagues,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
from  th»  Warhajoo  to  Chanshyapay.     Twelve  mile*  fur- 
ther to  the  west,  an  outlier  of  granite,  of  gi  eat  dimensions, 
stands  alone  un  the  right  bank ;  and  about  eight  miles  fur- 
ther, there  is  a  fine  stretch  of  granite  rocks,  on  the  right 
bank,  about  fifty  feet  high  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
long.     The  interrupted  stale  of  these  masses,  and  the  nu- 
merous boulders  found  east  of  this  formation,  show  the 
nature  of  tike  force  required  to  tear  up  these  unstratified 
passes  from,  the  valley,   and  transport  them  to  so  great  a 
distance.     Xhe  sandy  b$d  of  the  river  about  here  was  cov- 
ered  with   livmg  unios.     At  one   poini,   called   by   the 
Nacotahs   Hahhab,   or  the  Cascade,  the  granite  stretched 
almost  across  the  river,  and  made  a  full  sufiicient  to  oblige 
us  to  unlade  the  canoe.     The  fall  here  throws  an  eddy  on 
the  right   bank,   which  has  worn  out  a  basin  about  fifty 
yards  by  forty,    and  a  broad  ledge  of  granite  la  formed, 
about  one  hundred  yards  long  and  twenty  wide,  sloping  to 
the  soutlieast.     The  bed  of  the  river  is  thus  restricted  to  a 
passage  of  about  thirty-five  yards  wide.     South  of  this  are 
nunieroiis  rugged  granite  hills.     In  this  granitic  country 
the  bends  of  the  river  become  short,  the  water  being  turn- 
ed away  by  the  rocks.     Three  or  four  miles  beyond  this 
point  the  river  is  almost  choked  up  with  masses  of  granite, 
at  a   place  called  Patterson's  rapids,  from  a  trader  of  that 
name   who  once  wintered  there.     There  is,  in  fact,  no 
rapid  at  all ;  the  progress,  however,  becomes  difficult,  and 
much  care  is  required  in  getting  a  birch- bark  canoe  through 
this   part  of  thq  river.     I  had  come  ajout  one  thousand 
miles  in  mine,  and  it  had  hitherto  required  very  little  re- 
pairs.    An  accident  would  have  been  a  serious  embarrass- 
ment, as  there  is  no  birch  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
the    Nacotahs   do  not,   like  the  Chippeways,  use  canoes 
made  of  its  bark. 

Beyond  Patterson's  rapids  the  prairie-grounds  come 
down  to  the  banks  of  the  river  without  a  tree.  There 
may  he  said  to  be  two  kinds  of  prairie ;  the  alluvial  botr 
toin,  a  rich  black  soil,  with  wild  grass  from  four  to  six  feet 
high,  someiimes  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  throwu  up  into  in- 
numerable small  hillocks  by  the  moles  of  the  country  ;  and 
then  the  upland  piairie,  forming  the  common  table-land 
of  the  region,  less  rich  than  the  other,  but  good  soil,  gen- 
erally with  low  coarse  grass,  and  the  horizon  uninterrupt- 
ed by  a  tree.  On  the  upland  prairies  here,  I  began  to  find 
calcareous  boulderp,  formed  of  flat  laraine  of  salmon-color- 
(h1  limestones,  with  impressions  of  producta  and  spirifrrs, 
from  which  I  concluded  myself  to  be  upon  the  southern 
eilge  of  the  granite  coming  in  from  the  north,  and  that  I 
might  probably  come  upon  the  limestone  again,  if  I  should 
g^ct  far  enough  to  the  west. 


The  river  now  narrowed  again  to  about  seventy  yards, 
and  became  so  shallow  that  we  were  in  constant  expecta- 
tion of  being  obliged  to  stop,  notwithstanding  I  had  made 
caches  of  our  heaviest  articles,  by  burying  them  in  the 
ground.  The  daily  fall  of  the  water,  too,  created  appre- 
hensions as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  should  be  able  to 
accomplish  our  return.  After  walking  through  the  brakes 
for  some  time,  I  came  to  a  small  stream  on  the  left  bank, 
called  Chahtahnboah,  or  Sparrowhawk  river,  which  the 
voyageurs,  for  some  idle  reason,  have  named  £au  de  Vie. 
Nearly  opposite  to  this  the  Pahjeetah  Zeezeehah,  or  Yel- 
low Medicine  river,  joins  the  St.  Peter's,  its  mouth  almost 
choked  up  with  wild  rice.  'J'he  main  river  now  becomes 
about  eighty  yards  wide  again,  the  banks  low,  with  great 
quantities  of  zizania;  the  slopes  of  the  upland  prairie  on 
the  right  bank  are  well  wooded;  and  a  very  good  channel, 
from  five  to  eight  feet  deep.  At  the  termination  of  this 
channel  there  is  another  hahhab,  or  fall,  with  a  rapid  about 
one  hundred  yards  long,  through  which  the  canoe  had  to 
be  dragged  by  the  men  up  to  their  waists  in  water.  From 
here  to  the  Grand  Portage  there  is  a  succession  of  rapids. 
At  this  point  the  river  makes  a  detour  of  tliree  miles,  the 
whole  distance  being  one  continued  rapid,  through  which 
the  canoe  had  to  be  dragged.  The  portage  is  one  mile  and 
three-quarters  across,  by  land,  and  it  was  here  the  singu- 
larly-laminated rock  occurred,  which  is  spoken  of  at  page 
27,  and  which  resembles  granite  in  every  particular  except 
iu  stratification.  The  strike  or  direction  of  these  masses 
is  N.  E.  by  E,  and  S.  W.  by  W.,  dipping  8.  E.,  and  I 
of  course  crossed  their  whole  breadth  at  right  angles.  After 
pacing  the  portage  and  re-embarking,  four  other  rapids 
occur,  three  of  them  near  to  each  other,  and  the  fourth 
about  a  mile  distant.  The  river  soon  reassumes  its  ancient 
breadth  of  one  hundred  yards,  and  winds  through  an  ex- 
tensive meadow  edged  with  zizania.  The  otters  were 
swimming  about  in  numbers  among  the  wild  rice,  and  the 
water  was  almost  covered  with  wild  ducks  and  teal.  The 
muskrats  bad  already  begun  to  build  their  tall  conical  houses 
in  the  water,  formed  of  the  straw  of  the  zizania.  Beyond 
this  we  passed  a  broad  coulee,  made  by  an  immense  herd 
of  buffaloes,  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  in  number,  which 
had  crossed  the  river  here.  The  channel  now  becomes 
contracted  and  rocky  again,  a  stream  called  Mea-wakon 
(by  the  traders  Chippeway  river)  romes  in  from  the  left, 
about  fifty  feet  wide  at  iU  mouth,  soon  after  which  the  St. 
Peter's  narrows  to  thirty -five  yards.  Here  the  prairies 
were  on  firs,  and  further  on  were  burnt  quite  black  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  The  valley  still  continues  about  two 
miles  broad,  and  the  bends  of  the  river  are  so  numeroni 
that  I  could  see  it  in  six  different  places  from  the  slope  of 
the  upland  prairie.  These  bends  would  be  sometimes  fif- 
teen hundred  yards  round,  and  only  sixty  at  the  base.  The 
river  at  length  became  very  narrow,  and  so  blocked  up  with 
fallen  trees,  that  we  were  oflen  delayed  by  bein^  obliged 
to  stop  and  cut  our  way  through.  The  last  stream  which 
falls  into  the  St.  Peter's  south  of  Lac  qui  parle,  and  whiih 
comes  from  the  right  bank,  is  called  Chan-iikpah-watapah, 
or  the  last  wooded  river.  At  Lac  qui  parle  there  is  a  stock- 
aded trading-house  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  the 
rcsideuce  of  ReinvHle,  one  of  the  partners,  an  intelligent 
man,  possessing  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  the  Nacotah 
trilie«i,  having  l^en  brought  up  amongst  them.  The  pmX 
is  about  a  mile  east  of  the  lake,  and  is  the  rendezvous  of 
great  numbers  of  thn  natives.  The  voyageurs  estimate  the 
distance  from  the  Warhajoo  to  the  lake  at  eighty  leagueii, 
and  as  this  estimate  is  the  result  of  great  experience,  it  is 
probably  more  accurate  than  any  one  that  can  be  made  by 
a  traveller,  whose  progress  is  necessarily  so  irregularly  con- 
dusted  durirtff  a  single  cxpcditicm.  Mr.  Reinvillo  informed 
me  that  the  lake  takes  its  nsme  from  a  tradition  that  it  had 
once  spoken  to  a  Nacolah  chi«f  when  crossing  it.  The 
valley  here  is  of  the  usual  breadth,  bounded  by  the  upland 
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prairiei,  and  the  lake  is  but  a  prolongation  of  it.  The 
river  dwindles  into  a  mere^half-cfaoked-ap  channel  at  low 
stage*  of  the  water.  The  country  around  continues  to  be 
very  fertile,  the  potatoes  at  the  post  are  of  a  superior  kind, 
dry  and  large,  and  the  corn  ripens  well,  so  that  the  country 
is  sure,  some  day  or  other,  to  have  a  full  population. 

Here  I  deposited  my  canoe,  6nding  it  delayed  oar  pro- 
gress, and  took  to  the  land,  coasting  Lac  qui  parle  on  the 
northeast  side,  which  is  nine  miles  long,  to  the  Wahboptah 
or  Prairie-root  river,  where  the  natives  dig  a  sort  of  ground 
nut  they  are  attached  to.  This  stream,  which  has  some 
trees  on  its  banks,  is  about  thirty  feet  wide,  and  is  estima- 
ted to  be  about  6ve  leagues  from  the  post.  From  hence  I 
advanced  across  the  Bald- prairie  about  seven  leagues,  one- 
half  of  which  was  quite  black  with  the  extinct  fires.  Dur- 
ing the  march  there  was  no  protection  against  the  piercing 
northeast  wind,  full  of  humidity.  The  whole  distance  was 
strewed  with  boulders  of  granite  rocks,  flat  pieces  of  yel- 
lowish limestone,  with  impressions  of  encrinites  and  other 
fossils  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  and  skeletons  and 
detached  bones  of  the  buffalo.  No  rock  in  place  was  seen 
of  any  description  whatever.  Numerous  small  stagnant 
pools  of  water  occurred,  but  none  that  couM  be  drunk. 
On  reaching,  at  sunset,  after  making  painful  efforts  to  do 
so,  the  only  trees,  at  a  place  called  Grosses  isles,  where 
materials  were  to  be  had  to  make  a  fire  for  the  night,  we 
were  so  sick  at  the  stomach,  from  cold  and  inanition,  that 
it  was  with  much  difficulty  we  succeeded  in  producing  a 
light,  and  then  we  had  to  boil,  skim,  and  strain  the  stag- 
nant water,  before  we  could  use  it.  The  succeeding  day 
we  had  to  march  eighteen  miles  do  ring  the  most  severe 
weather,  to  a  place  where  some  bushes  grew,  but  without 
trees.  On  approaching  it  within  a  mile,  it  looked  like  a 
pond  of  bright  water ;  innumerable  quantities  of  wild  geese, 
and  large  white  ducks  with  black  tipped  wings,  were  hov- 
ering  about  it.  When  we  reached  the  place  we  found  it 
was  a  dried- up  pond  without  a  drop  of  water,  the  surface 
being  covered  with  a  white  pellicle  of  carbonate  of  lime. 
It  was  from  the  neighborhood  of  this  place  T  first  saw  the 
Coteau  de  Prairie  stretching  up  and  down  9.  S.  E.  and  N. 
N.  W.  There  was  a  great  abundance  of  planorbis  and 
lymnea  here,  larger  than  any  I  had  seen  before.  The  Co- 
teau appears  to  have  its  niime  very  appropriately,  being  to 
the  prairie  that  sort  of  termination  to  the  horizon  which  a 
coast  is  to  (ha  sea.  After  another  inclement  march  the 
joyful  sight  of  a  few  scattered  trees  presented  itself,  and 
descending  the  upland  prairie,  I  reached  the  last  trading 
post  of  the  American  Fur  Company  in  this  quarter,  on  the 
east  side  of  liac  Travers.  This  body  of  water,  so  called 
from  its  running  d  travers,  or  at  right  angles  from  the 
course  of  the  adjoining  lake.^  is  about  twenty  miles  long, 
and  runs  N.  E.  by  N  ,  by  compass.  The  waters  were 
turbid,  having  no  outlet  in  the  dry  part  of  the  season,  and 
were  at  this  time,  from  continued  cvaporotion,  not  very 
palatable.  At  other  times  of  the  year  it  discharges  its 
water  in  a  northerly  direction,  into  Red  river  of  Lake  Win- 
nipeg, and  during  the  srreatest  freshets  it  overflows  the  val- 
ley which  separates  it  from  L%ke  Eatatcnka,  at  its  south 
end.  The  greater  part  of  the  boulders  in  this  neighbor- 
hood are  flat  pieces  of  limestime,  but  I  never  could  find  any 
in  place.  The  sandy  loam  of  the  prairies  is  about  one 
hundred  feet  deep,  judging  from  the  water-lrvel,  and  eflfec- 
tually  conceals  the  rock  formation  helbw.  From  this  place 
I  proceeded  to  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  keeping  down  the 
southeast  side  of  the  lake,  and  crosi^iug  a  valley  ftbont  one 
mile  broad,  which  sepqnitcs  the  lakes,  the  north  end 
of  Minday  Eatakenkn,  or  Big-stone  lake,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
cdled,  being  two  miles  from  Lake  Travers.  Having  re- 
gained the  upland  prairie  to  the  northwest,  where  there 
are  some  large  mounds,  and  following  the  northwest  branch 
of  the  St.  Peter's,  (now  an  inconsiderable  rivulet,  running 
in  a  very  deep  ravine,  and   often  not  more  than  «ix  feet 


across,  but  very  pure  water,)  T  came  quite  in  front  of  tbe 
Coteau  de  Prairie,  separated  from  it  only  three  or  foar 
miles,  covered  by  a  vast  number  of  sand-hUb. 

In  this  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory  it  is  very  seldom 
that  trees  are  found  where  there  is  no  water.    The  firvt 
care  of  the  traveller,  in  a  region  where  there  it  nobody  to 
assist  him,    is  self-preservation;  his  principDl  attention, 
therefore,  is  directed  to  trees,  especially  at  the  setting  in  of 
winter;  without  fuel  he  would  be  frozen  to  death  in  the 
night,  and  fortunately  where  there  is  fuel  there  is  alio  water, 
unless  it  has  been  absort>ed.     The  course  of  the  fioiiU 
streams  which  form  the  principal  sources  of  theBi.  Peter's, 
is  along  the  wooded  lines  en  the  flanks  of  Chhraj.{anka, 
or  the  Great  Hills,  the  name  given  by  the  Nscotebs  tu  the 
Coteau.     This  word  is  pronounced  very  guttural  and  rapid. 
Wherever  those  dark  spots  and  lines  were  seen  on  its  side, 
water  was  generally  found.     On  these  extensive  pUin4  ob- 
jects are  deceptive,  from  there  being  nothing  to  cnmpire 
with  them.     An  eminence  at  a  distance  will  appear  two 
hundred  feet  high,  which,  when  reached,  will  not  be  fifty. 
A  prairie-wolf  looks,  when  running,  like  a  deer;  a  mill 
rock  like  a  buffalo.     I  have  seen  an  antelope  rear  op  on  its 
hind  legs,  aa  they  always  do  to  look  at  objects,  and  co^id 
have  thought  it  a  cameleopard.     At  a  distance  of  fifteen 
miles  the  Coteau  looked  like  a  lofiy  chain.     Mr.  Keau'ng 
assigned  to  it  a  height  of  one  thousand  feet.*    The  illu- 
sion was  dispellbd  as  soon  as  I  came  near  it    The  asceot 
is  so   gentle  at  the  place  whero  I  began  to  ascend,  that  I 
was  hardly  aware  I  was  going  up  hill.    The  ascent  per- 
haps continues  two  and  a  half  miles,  and  is  not  more  dian 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  to  the  mile.   Ido 
not  suppose  the  Coteau  to  rise  more  than  four  baodred 
and  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  upland  prairie.   The 
Coteau  itself  is  another  upland  prairie,  somewhat  mora 
diversified  than  that  I  had  left  behind,  having  numeioiis 
small  wooded  lakes  on  its  surftice,  which  have  a  lery  pic- 
turesque appearance.     From  the  plateau  here  there  is  a 
very  extensive  view  of  the  prairies  below,  with  the  lakes. 
The  prairies  in  every  direction  are  bounded  onlj  by  th« 
horizon  ;  a  few  occasional  trees  indicate  stagnant  water.  U 
is  two  good  days*  march  from  hence  to  the  river  Shjan, 
and  eight  further  to  Pembina,  on  Red  river  of  Lake  Win- 
nipeg, the  whole  of  it  over  a  prairie  country  with  many 
small  lakes  and  occasional  wood.     The  Nid  de  Tonnene, 
or  Nest  of  Thunder,  a  name  derived  from  some  Indian  tra- 
dition, comprehends  a  small  tract  of  country  with  a  twy 
irregular  surface,  where  knolls,   depressions,  and  am 
wooded  lakes  prevail.     The  sand  hills  I  have  before  spoken 
of  as  lying  in  front  of  the  Coteati  de  Prairie,  extend  inio 
this  vicinity,  and  still  farther  to  the  northwest    Farther 
to  the  northwest  are  several  saline  lakes,  one  of  which, 
named  Saline  lake  on  the  map,  is  about  ten  miles  l^J*?- 
On  the  shores  of  these  lakes  crystallized  salt  is  found  m 
dry  seasons,  when  the  surface  has  been  much  cvapontft*; 
muriate  of  lime  appears  to  he  mixed  with  it.    As  tarn 
is  no  rock  in  place  around   here,  conjectures  only  on 
be  formed  upon  the  nature  of  the  subjacent  beila.    Ahoui 
thirty  miles  from  Lal:e  Travers  the  Psee,  or  WiU-nrt 
river,  flows  east  of^^iorth  to  Red  river,  ruing  principally 
in  a  small   lake  at  the  foot  of  the  Coteau.    From  m 
stream  there  is  a  constant  line  of  sand  hills  to  the  Sbyaiii 
a  shallow  stream  about  thirty  yartls  wide,  with  pl«l^  « 
wood.     The  buffalo  abound  about  here,  but  seldom  »iw 
much  farther  south.     For  twenty  to  twenty-five  mil«fr» 
tlus  stream,  the  country  on  the  lefl  bank  is  hilly  w»d  dry, 
and  more  easily  travelled  over  than  on  the  opp«>«ite  benk, 
which  is  much  cut  up  by  coulees.     Another  Indian  lortl'ff 
now  presents  itself,  called  the  Grizzly  BearVDcn,  alof'^ 
hill  on  the  souih  side  of  the  Shyan.      From  this  place  Jt » 
five  days*  march  to  Lac  do  Diablo. 
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The  Coteau  de  Prairie,  about  which  very  Hide  has  been 
known,  is  a  very  broad  ridge  of  land  dividing  the  waters 
tribotary  to  the  Missouri  froon  those  which  discharge  them- 
selves into  the  8t.  Peter's,  and  into  Red  river  of  Lake 
Winnepeg.  lu  general  direction  is  about  N.  N.  W.  and 
8.  8.  £.,  though  in  places  it  appears  to  be  iriregular.  To 
the  south  it  conies  down  to  the  sources  of  the  Mekato,  wliilst 
to  the  north  it  terminates  for  a  while  near  the  sources  of 
the  Psee,  when  a  flat  country  comes  in,  intersected  by  the 
Shyan  and  Goose  rivers..  Lac  du  Diabie*  is  in  this  area, 
with  Turtle  river.  Here  the  Coteau  rises  again  to  the  north, 
but  is  called  the  Pembina  hills  by  the  traders ;  these  extend 
beyond  the  Assinaboin  river,  and  die  away  about  Flat  lake, 
near  seveoly  milee  from  Lake  Winnepeg.f  Bast  of  the 
Pembina  hills  there  are  saLUspriDgs»  and  from  the  somewhat 
vague  accoaats  I  received  from  the  Indians,  there  is  coal  in 
their  vicinity.  A  very  respectable  trader  informed  me  he 
had  once  picked  up  some  bituminous  coal  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Travers. 

Between  Lake  Travers  and  the  Missouri  there  are  four 
of  these  ridges :  Coteau  de  Prairie,  on  the  surface  of  which 
there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  but  small  wooded  lakes,  with 
immense  quantities  of  raoskrats,  and  which  extends  four 
days'  easy  march  to  a  valley  through  which  a  fine  stream 
called  Chaneaska  or- White-wood  river  flows.  This  stream, 
which  the  voyageurs  have  named  riviere  au  Jacques,  rises 
in  the  flat  area  where  Lac  du  Diable  is;  it  is  well  wooded, 
and  joins  the  Missouri  about  the  forty-third  degree.  The 
next  parallel  ridge  is  about  one  day's  march  to  hvidre  aux 
Ormes ;  then  another  small  ridge  occurs,  with  a  stream 
separating  it  from  Minnay  Shoshpb-cbhray,^  *^  high  hill 
of  the  muddy  river,'*  which  the  voyageurs  going  up  the 
Missouri  have  called  Coteau  de  Missouri,  having  it  on  the 
right  The  distance  from  Lake  Travers  to  the  Missouri, 
across  this  part  of  tho  coootry,  is  equal  to  seven  days* 
march,  and  the  Mandan  village,  in  47^  3(/,  can  be  reached 
in  the  same  time. 

Finding  the  whole  country  buried  up  in  sand  and  clay, 
no  rock  in  place  of  any  kind,  and  constantly  admonished  by 
the  approach  of  the  winter,  I  determined  to  return  by  the 
south  side  of  Mlnday  Eatatenka,  or  Big-stoue  lake.  De- 
scending the  Coteau,  I  had  a  weary  march  across  the  burnt 
prairies,  and  with  nothing  to  attract  attention  but  the  ex- 
treme beauty  of  the  mirage  and  the  distant  tops  of  a  few 
trees,  I  reached  Eatatenka,  an  extremely  beautiful  piece  of 
water.  Where  I  struck  the  lake  it  was  ioipossibie-to  get 
to  the  water's  edge,  on  account  of  the  great  breadth  of  the 
swampy  ground,  covered  with  rushes  eight  feet  high.  From 
the  high  land  there  was  a  fine  view  of  the  lake,  curving  for 
a  great  distance,  with  occasional  bluffs  two  hundred  feet 
high.  Neaf  its  banks  the  land  is  of  the  finest  quality,  but 
is  sometimes  intersected  by  coulees.  I  went  down  one  of 
them  towards  the  lake,  and  found  it  terminate  in  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  very  rich  land,  forming  a  singu- 
lar wilderness  of  trees  and  briers,  with  a  stream  of  fine 
water  flowing  through  it.  The  remains  of  a  large  Indian 
village  were  ther^  and  on  rising  the  east  bank  of  the  cou- 
1^  there  was  a  mound  wtiirh  overlooked  tlie  country. 
Towards  the  southeast  termination  there  is  a  fine  lovrdry 
prairie,  and  a  good  beach,  which  enabled  me  to  get  some 
unios  and  anodontas.  Below  this  are  some  large  islands, 
with  Indian  villages.     The  lake,  which  is  generally  very 

*  The  Nacolahs  call  this  Lake  Minday  Wakon,  or  Great  Spirit's 
lake ;  but  as  ihey  attach  a  superaatunl  feeling  to  many  things  they 
do  not  comprehend,  and  apply  the  name  of  W^akon  even  to  a  powerful 
magnet,  the  Canadian  voyageura  oflea  mistake  the  Indians,  and  in  this 
Instance  have  given  to  tnis  lake  the  now  popular  name  uf  the  Devira 
lake. 

1 1  have  thought  It  might  be  useful  to  give  geogiaphlcal  notices  of 
some  local iiiea  of  this  unfrequented  region:  thoee  which  I  did  not  visit 
myself  are  tVom  good  authority. 

t  It  is  eztremelj  probable  that  this  is  the  origin  of  the  word  Missoari. 
The  first  time  I  heard  a  Nacotah  pronounce  Mlnuey  Shoshoh*chhray» 
slurred  rapidly  together,  as  is  their  wav,  it  pmduced  Just  such  a  sound 
as  an  illtteiate  voyageur  would  convey  by  Mithourajf. 
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well  wooded,  terminates  iq  a  low  marshy  piece  of  ground, 
and  was  here  covered  with  such  great  quantities  of  wild 
fowl,  that  they  made  a  noise  like  thunder  when  they  arose. 
Its  extreme  length  is  about  thirty-six  miles,  and  it  averages 
about  one  mile  and  three  quarters  in  width  ;  the  north  end 
for  a  short  distance  runs  north  and  south,  the  central  part 
bears  nearly  east,  and  at  the  other  end  it  Inclines  to  the 
southeast  From  here  the  distance  to  Lac  qui  Parle  is  about 
thirty  miles  by  the  Hi.  Peter's,  which  is  only  navigable  when 
the  waters  are  high ;  the  stream  was  very  small  when  I 
crossed  it,  and  ran  through  low  meadows  of  tall  wide  grass, 
which  fill  this  continuation  of  the  valley  between  Lac  qui 
Parle  and  Eatatenka.  Having  crossed  the  valley  here,  I 
found  myself  suddenly  amongst  immense  masses  o(  granite 
irv  place,  isolated  from  each  other,  and  occupying  Mveral 
hundred  acres.  Some  of  these  masses  are  tyventy-five  feet 
high,  they  extend  six  or  eight  miles  down  the  valley,  and 
give  its  name  of  Eatatenka,  or  Great  Rocks,  to  the  lake. 
On  the  south  side  of  this  valley,  not  far  from  the  lake,  a 
stream  comes  in  called  Zoozoo  Watapah,  or  Sandstone 
river ;  it  rises  high  up  in  the  prairie,  and  is  a  large  stream 
at  some  seasons.  Lower  down  another  stream  comes  in  on 
the  same  aide,  called  Chhray  Wakon ;  this  also  rises  far  in 
the  Coteau,  and  takes  its  name  from  a  lofty  mound  near 
which  it  passes,  named  Chhray  Wakon,  from  a  miraculous 
tradition  which  the  Indians  have  preserved.  As  they  esteem 
all  medicine  to  be  miraculous,  the  voysgeurs  frequently 
translate  the  word  wakon,  which  generally  means  something 
supernatural,  by  <*  medicine.''  Thus  the  Frendi  have  called 
this  stream  riviere  df  la  Montagne  Medicine.  Advancing 
to  the  southeast  I  found  the  prairies  on  fire  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  having  regained  the  canoe,  succeeded,  with  a 
great  deal  of  exertion,  in  descendmg  the  St.  Peter's  and 
in  reaching  Fort  Snelling,  which  place  I  left  with  two  feet 
of  snow  on  the  ground,  and  exceedingly  severe  weather. 

Being  desirous  of  examining  the  country  from  Prairie 
du  Chien  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  more  in  detail 
than  I  should  have  been  able  to  do  if  I  had  taken  my  pas- 
sage in  the  steamboat,  I  continued  on  to  Dubuque's  and 
the  town  of  Galena  in  my  canoe.  Solphuret  of  lead  is 
found  in  various  places  between  Prairie  du  Chien  and 
Cassville,  a  new  settlement  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missic- 
aippi.  At  Dubuque's  lead  mines  the  limestone  appears 
identically  the  same  with  the  galeniferous  beds  of  Mis- 
souri. The  fossils  also  are  the  characteristic  fossils  of  the 
carboniferous  limestone.  The  galena  itself,  however,  dif- 
fers in  appearance  from  that  which  constitutes  the  solid 
and  brilliant  bands*  of  sulphuret  in  the  Missouri  mines. 
There,  although  it  has  an  evident  tendency  to  separate 
into  cubes,  the  lines  of  cleavage  are  generally  obliterated, 
whilst  here  the  sulphuret  consists  of  aggregates  of  perfect 
cubes,  of  a  veiy  dull  and  rubly  appearance,  and  lying  ia 
loose  masses  in  cavities  of  the  limestone  beds,  mixed  up 
with  ochreotts  earth.  I  found  this  to  be  the -universal  state 
of  the  metallic  beds  also  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi. 
In  Missouri  the  veins  of  galena  are  exceedingly  bright, 
and  are  encased  in  wet,  waxy,  red,  argillaceous  matter, 
whilst  in  the  galeniferous  region  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, some  electric  action  seems  to  have  dried  up  the  argil- 
laceous matter,  and  to  have  separated  the  metal  into  cubes, 
and  broken  it  up  into  masses.  In  the  neighborhood  of  the 
town  of  Galena,  I  perceived  the  veina  went  very  much  into 
those  pockets  common  to  metallic  countries;!  here  they  ap- 
pear to  prevail  through  extensive  areas  of  country ;  shafts 
are  sunk  to  great  depths  through  the  dry  red  earth,  and  the 
masses  of  cubical  sulphuret  are  always  found  in  the  con- 
dition I  have  described.  I  think  it  very  probable  that  the 
lead  formation  of  this  part  of  ihe  United  Statea  extends  to 
the  north  far  beyond  the  places  where  exoavations  are  now 
carried  on,  but  the  activity,  peneveranoe,  and  grsat  re- 


*  Report  1836,  p.  48. 


t  Report  1835,  p.  49. 
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*pectability  as  to  the  chamcter  and  reiourceii  of  the  popu- 
lation engaged  in  the  lead  business  of  the  Galena  district, 
will  in  time  lead  to  ita  development  whererer  it  maj  be. 
When  the  present  Teius  are  exhausted,  shafts  will  be  sunk 
atill  deeper.  There  is,  in  fact,  good  reason  to  believa  that 
the  whole  diatanoe  between  the  lead  mioea  of  Missouri 
and  those  of  Dubuque's,  is  comprehended  in  the  galenifer- 
ous  formation.  At  Mineral  point,  a  day's  ride  from  Galena, 
there  are  also  copper  veina,  indications  of  which  I  saw  in 
coming  down  the  Wiskonsan.  The  veins  are  nearly  Yortical, 
and  tbecarhonate  pro<1uees  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  copper. 

The  Missiaaippi,  from  Fever  river,  continues  about  tbe 
u«aal  breadth,  but  has  comparatively  few  Islands  in  it ;  the 
country  ie  exceedingly  beautiful,  the  banks  abounding  in 
gentle  aiop^iy  with'  scattering  trees  and  occasional  escarp- 
mtnta.  In  the  vicinity  of  Rock  river  bituminous  coal  is 
found  in  many  places,  lying  in  the  beds  of  the  carbonifer- 
ous limestone  on  both  sides  of  tbe  Mississippi,  like  those 
praviooely  described  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  At  the  foot 
of  tbe  Des  Moine  rapids,  near  the  place  called  Keokuk, 
tbe  beds  of  carboniferous  limestone  are  full  of  siliceous  ge- 
odes,  some  of  them  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  of  great  beauty 
and  variety.  In  some  instances  I  found  the  geodes  con- 
taining accidental  minerals ;  pearl  spar  covering  the  faces 
and  terminations  of  the  quartz  crystals,  and  this  again 
sprinkled  over  with  a  profusion  of  minute  cubes  of  sulphu- 
cet  of  lead.  Continuing  down  the  Mississippi,  along  the 
blulSr  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  and  passing  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri,  I  reached  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  the 
8tate  of  Missouri. 

From  this  place  the  geology  of  the  country  south  to  Red 
liver,  and  southeast  to  the  Atlantic,  has  been  already 
sketched  out  in  my  report  of  1 835. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dec, 

G.  W.  FEATHERSTONHAUGH, 
U,  8,  Oeologi$t. 

SxpltmaHoru  of  some  Geological  Terma  need  in  this  Re- 
port, 

AnHelifuU^-^wheTe  the  beds  dip  contrariwise,  like  slates  on 
the  opposite  sides  of  tbe  roof  of  a  house. 

Brachiopodd^moWutcouB  animals  inhabiting  certain  ahella, 
with  spiral  arms,  serving  ihe  purpose  of  locomotion. 

Conformable — beds  whose  planes  or  faces  conform  in  par- 
allelism to  each  other. 

CoRgibmcra/6— rocks  formed  of  fragments  of  older  rocks, 
usually  rounded  into  the  pebble  form  by  the  action 
of  water. 

Cleavage^^hnou  in  slates  and  other  rocks  which  resemble 
the  lines  of  stratification,  but  which  run  in  a  difier- 
ent  direction.  The  intervention  of  a  siliceous 
seam,  or  sometimes  the  position  of  fossils,  will  de- 
termine doubtful  cases. 

Formaiion''^  bed  or  group  of  beds,  deposited  at  an  epoch 
independent  of  that  during  which  the  beds  it  lies 
between  were  deposited. 

GotuatOeM — a  chambered  shell,  with  a  siphnnde,  spirally 

strbted,  resembling  the  ammonite  and  nautilus. 
4iBAlAyorforu/cYe»*-defensive  fin  bones  of  an  extinct  shark- 
like species  of  fish. 

J^gfi^gcfioti^— rocks  having  their  origin  from  fire,  in  contra- 
distinction to  those  having  their  origin  from  water. 

X4^tye»— carbonated  fossil  wood. 

Mural  uearpment — ^perpendicolar  clifis,  presenting  a  sec- 
tion of  beds  like  a  wall. 

A'acre«»4fae  brilliant  iiidiscent  sppearanceon  the  surlaoe  of 
some  shells. 

OutUer-^K  mass  of  rook  deUcfaed  from  the  geaerel  form- 
ation  of  which  it  onoe  formed  a  part. 

i2aiiMiria<-animals  inelnding  echinites,  encriniles,  dkc. 

jRoeA— all  beds,  whether  hard  or  sof^  are,  in  geology,  in- 
cluded m  this  term. 


Section — ^when  the  edges  of  a  aeries  of  beds  ikow  them- 
selves on  the  banka  of  a  river,  or  ia  any  eicarp- 
inent,  as  if  the  formation  had  bean  cut  through, 
thia  is  a  natural  section.  Rivers  cut  tbrongb  their 
beds  usually  by  retrooesdon. 

Seam-'^  thin  parting  between  thicker  daposiies. 

Sedimentary  rodfct— -deposited  from  water. 

SqDtoria^-HAlcareous  ceneretions,  divided  by  imgulir 
Knee  of  carbonate  jof  lime  into  septa  or  chanben. 

SiphvuuU-^^ei  tube  paeaing  through  the  septa  of  coname- 
ratad  shells,  to  enable  the  animals  to  rite  and  sink 
in  the  water.  • 

£/ra/«m— a  bed  or  deposits  distinct  from  another  bed. 

<S^ra^^if*-dcposites  formed  by  beds  lying  upon  and  nu- 
ally  parallel  to  each  ether. 

iSMfce— the  direction  of  the  edges  of  Ms  at  right  angki 
to  their  dip,  as  we  say  to  -etrike  ojf  m  aoy  |ifen 
direction. 

S>yndkna/— where  the  beds  converge  towards  eaeholliff 
in  concave  lines. 

Taius — a  slope  at  the  foot  of  an  eaearpment,  Ibnned  of  the 
fallen  materials. 

l7ncon/onna6i&— beds  whose  plmes  do  not  confomiio  par- 
allelism to  each  other.  - 

URs/ro/Z/fec^-^amorphous  masses,  without  any  tppeanatt 
of  stratification. 

Zoophyte»^~%mm9\%  producing  coral  rocks. 

[Appended  to  the  above  report  are  twen^  iUaatntive  di- 
agrams ;  a  map  of  a  reconnoiseanoe  of  the  8t.  Petff'iriva 
to  its  sources ;  and  a  map  of  a. portion  of  the  Indian  eoaO' 
try  lying  east  and  weat  of  the  jilisffistppi  river,  to  tbe  46th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  made  in  the  aotnmn  of  169^ 
from  personal  observation  :  which  msps  and  diagraiBi^  Ihe 
publishers  regret  that  It  is  not  in  their  power  to  plireiiih 
the  report  in  the  Register  of  Debates.  As  freqaeat  rafe- 
ence  is  made  in  this  report  to  an  "Ezaminaiionoftheek- 
vated  country  between  the  Missouri  and  Red  river^"  made 
in  1884  by  the  same  gentleman,  it  is  deemed  proptr,  in  or- 
der to  give  a  full  view  of  what  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  done,  by  its  authority,  in  aid  of  the  geolgical  re>, 
connoissancesof  the  country,  to  include  that  report  aho,  in 
connexion  with  this.— EniTeas.] 


Geological  repoH  of  an  examination  made  in  1884,  o/fl< 
elevated  country  beiwfen  tHe  Missouri  and  Red  nten. 
By  G.  W.  Featherstohhaugh,  U.  S.  geologist.  WW- 
edby  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Wa*  Depahtmext, 
February  17, 1835. 
8cb:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  together 
with  a  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  Ihe  TopograpiwJ 
Bureau,  the  report  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugb,  caMibrbj 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  JoHvr  Bbu, 

Speaker  qfthe  House  of  Bepretentaiiva. 

TovoeaAPBTCAL  BuasAV, 

February  17M,  1836. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  hoiior  to  submit  to  you  "  the  report  rf 
Q.  W.  Featherstonhaugb,  Esq.,  employed  in  virtoeoftht 
act  of  June  28,  1834,"  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representalivea  of  the  14  th  instant. 
lam,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  ABERT. 
Lteiil.  Co/.  Top.  Engintm. 
Hon  LvwTs  Cass, 
Secretary  of  Wisr, 
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REPORT. 

Washinotos  Citt, 

February  17,  1836. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  A  BERT, 

V.  S.  Topographical  Engineers  .• 

Sm;  Id  obedince  to  your  iiMtructioM,  dated  July  la, 
1884,  to  repair  to  mmim  point  on  the  noitham  boundary  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkanaaih  ttd  personally  inapeot  the  min- 
eral and  e^eologicaJ  character  of  the  hi^laada  and  water 
ibeds  where  the  public  lands  are  attaated,  of  that  elevated 
country  lying  lielween  the  Mieaouri  river  and  Red  river, 
known  under  the  designation  of  the  Oaark  mouDtains,  and 
hffliting  my  raturn  to  the  seat  of  Government^  to  make  my 
report,  to  the  Ist  day  of  February,  1835,  I  have4ie  honor 
toftate: 

I'har,  havUig  exceuted  those  insUqctions,  I  reached  the 
citjr  of  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the  Slat  of  January, 
1835,  having  accomplished  a  distance  of  four  thousand  six 
hundred  milas  during  my  journey,  of  which  upwards  of 
three  thousand  miles  were  effected  by  land. 

Bofofe  I  enter  upon  the  details  of  ^ihia  report,  I  beg  to 
observe,  that,  aware  of  being  directed  in  mj  instructions  to 
the  examination  of  the  public  lands  exrlusively,  if,  for  the 
purpoM  of  illustration,  I  should  apply  the  geological  in- 
lonnation  I  possess  of  other  portions  of  the  ttruetiue  of  thie 
continent,  it  vriU  bo  because  1  am  inviM  in  myjaatnictions 
to  de  so,  and  from  which  1  beg  U>  ^«oIb  the  foil  jwing  paa- 
isge: 

"Although,  by  these  instruelions^  yeur  iuveatigatione 
are  limited  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  and  the  adjacent 
pubUc.Unds,  it  is  neverthelesa  desirable  that,  in  the  report 
to  be  made  by  you  on  your  return  to  this  city,  whatever 
Seological  information  you  may  possess,  which  can  be  use- 
fiilly  appU^  to  the  illustration  of  the  investigations  you  are 
about  to  make,  and  which  may  sid  in  developtng  the  re- 
sources of  the  countries  you  are  directed  to  examino,  and 
thsir  geological  connexion  elsewhere,  should  be  fully  staled 
for  the  information  of  the  Government." 

Geology  being  altogether  a  science  of  observation,  and 
the  cautious  spirit  of  the  proMcnt  times  giving  no  weight  to 
any  opiiiions  which  are  not  founded  upon  the  practical  ex- 
amination of  physical  phenomena,  1  venture  to  pledge  my- 
•elf  that  this  report  will  be  in  aoeordance  with  a  rigorous 
ragard  to  Uiis  saluUry  temper  of  the  age;  that  all  the  facta 
eoDUintd  in  it  are  the  reauli  of  my  own  personal  examina- 
tions ;  and  that  the  opinions  I  shall  have  oocaaien  to  ad- 
vance, r<eapeoting  the  geological  structure  of  tkose  parts  oi 
the  United  Sutea  described^  ^i«nin^  ap^ar'  to  me  t»  be 
plain  deductions  from  a  long  series  of  personal  investigar 
tions  effected  in  £uropeand  oti  this  continent. 

It  is  also  from  a  sincere  desire  to  make  this  report  as  per- 
mnnently  instructive  as  possible,  that  I  hsyo  thought  it  ad- 
viiiahie  to  prefix  to  the  details  of  my  late  observations  a 
brief  account  of  those  leading  principin  of  modem  geology 
which  are  the  rosult  of  the  labors  of  some  of  the  must  emi- 
nent men  in  Gr0at  Briuin,  France,  and  Germany — men 
whoso  names  obtain  the  willing  .confidence  of  Europe  and 
America.  Honored  as  I  have  been  in  the  selection  to  per- 
form this  important  duty,  I  should  think  myself  greatly 
wanting  in  an  earnest  desire  to  make  my  labors  extensive- 
ly useful,  if  I  were  not  to  endeavor  to  make  this  report  as 
transparent  to  the  intelligence  of  all  who  may  read  it  as  the 
nature  of  the  subject  may  admit  of;  and  this  I  could  not  do, 
considering  the  present  state  of  geological  knowledge  in  this 
country,  if  I  were  simply  to  relate  what  I  have  aeen,  and 
then  come  to  general  oonelusions,  without  illustrating  the 
subject  by  such  an  exhibition  of  the  principles  of  the  science, 
and  by  such  an  application  of  legitimate  reasoning  from 
them,  as  would  bring  out  the  facts  I  have  observed  in  prom- 
inent relation  with  the  general  mineral  structure  of  the  globe ; 


with  the  design  aot  only  of  eatiafying  those  least  censer' 
saot  with  the  adence  of  geology  of  the  great  osefuhiea* 
and  beauty  of  the  sdenoe,  bat  of  enabling  them  to  form  a 
competent  judgment  as  to  the  accuracy  of  my  own  labors^ 
and  the  degree  of  confidence  doe  to  my  own  opinions. 
Had  my  report  been  addressed  only  to  the  acientifio  few,  I 
mn  aware  that  this  would  have  been  superfloous  $  but  as  the 
appointment  I  have  been  honored  with  was'  for  the  benefit 
of  the  mi^y,  ao  I  must  ask  to  be  permitted  to  coasider  my- 
self as  atill  acting  in  that  relation  to  the  country. 

Practioal  geology  can  be  conversant  only  with  the  crust 
of  the  globe,  being  that  portion  of  it  which  is  comprehend* 
ed  between  the  lowest  obeerved  depths  of  any  mine%  end 
the  greatest  elevafion  of  any  mountains.  It  is  within 
these  limits  alone  that  observations  can  be  made,  if  we  ex- 
cept ezanunationa  of  those  mineral  substanoea  which  have, 
at  various  periods,  been  ejected  in  a  state  of  i^eous  fusion, 
by  volcanic  action,  from  the  more  central  parts  of  the  earth, 
such  aathe  lavas  occasionally  proceeding  from  the  active 
vokanoea  of  our  own  times.  But  this  superficial  portion 
of  the  globe,  which  may  be  eetimated  at  a  mean  depth  of 
about  seven  milee^  is  comparatively  inaignificant  in  its  pro- 
portion to  the  mean  radius  of  the  earth,  which  may  be  es- 
timated at  aliont  three  thoussjid  nine  hundred  and  fifty  five 
miles ;  atill  it  is  auffidently  comprehensive  for  the  whole 
economy  of  nature,  both  exienial  and  sulitenanean  i  and 
the  immense  disproportion  between  it  and  whet  lias  beneath 
it,  insteed  of  leaving  an  impreasien  of  the  insignificance  of 
that  proportion  upen  our  minds,  leads  them  to  the  contem- 
plation of  the  immeasurable  power  of  that  expeoM^e  agency 
which  we  know,  fVom  the  evidence  of  volcanic  action,  haa^ 
even  in  our  own  times,  a  modifying  efiect  upon  the  aoper- 
ficaal  part  of  the  globe,  and  which  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
believe  may  have  been,  io  all  time,  in  a  constant  atate  of 
exertion  in  that  immense  and  impenetrable  space  compre- 
hended within  the  diameter  of  the  earth.  Knowing,  as  we 
do,  that  the  cmat  of  the  earth  has  been  c<matantly  naodified 
by  subterranean  action,  and  believing,  as  a  great  majority 
of  modem  geologists  do,  that  all  iti  mineral  rharaotets  are 
most  rationally  accounted  for  by  tlie  direct  and  indirect 
agency  of  such  a  power«  we  cannot  avert  ouiselves  from 
the  consideration  of  so  magnificent  a  provision  for  natural 
operations ;  and  hence  men  have  ceaaad  to  attempt  expla- 
nations of  the  eoonomy  of  the  earth's  structure,  by  an  hy- 
pothesis of  entire  aqneoua  action. 

But  we  are  not  to  regard  the  radial  space  as  a  mere  va- 
cancy where  igneena  action  is  eKeried,  but  ae  a  field  where 
it  acta  upon  matter  in  states  and  conditions  of  which  per- 
haps the  acientifio  chemasi  has  but  a  faint  conception  ;  for 
we  are  taught,  upon  the  authority  of  eminent  philoso^ 
phers,  that  the  density  of  the  interior  is  much  greater  than 
that  of  the  crust.  It  will  be  perceived,  from  this  mode  of 
reasonltog,  that  the  force  of  such  a  radial  space,  acting  un- 
der such  conditions,  could  not  but  produce  results  equiva* 
lent  to  the  grandeur  of  its  power,  and  which  might  justify 
geologists  in  referring  the  origin  and  actual  state  of  what 
is  called  the  crust  of  the  earth,  to  its  direct  and  indirect 
action.  ^ 

If  we  consider  the  opinions  of  some  distingoished  phil- 
osophers, who  believe  that  our  earth  is  an  ancient  igneous 
body  which  has  for  long  periods  been  cooling,  we  certainly 
find  a  relation  between  such  a  process  and  the  lowest  rocka 
in  the  geological  series  usually  called  primary ;  these  rocka 
being  all  considered  by  the  most  eminent  geologists  and 
chemists  to  be  the  result  of  mineral  matter  cooled  down 
from  a  slate  of  igneous  fusion.  But  those  rocks,  which 
are  found  at  the  lowest  points  where  geological  examine^ 
tions  can  be  made,  constitute  also,  aometimes,  the  iofUest 
summtU  of  monotaine— a  seeming  paradox  to  those  whn 
have  not  turned  their  attention  to  this  subject. 

The  mean  height  of  the  continents  of  our  globe,  which, 
with  ito  islands,  stand,  in  relation  to  that  portion  of  the 
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sorftu^e  they  occupy,  comparatively  to  the  sea,  as  about  one 
to  three,  is  thought  to  be  near  two  milea ;  whilst  the  sea  is 
considered  to  have  about  an  equivalent  mean  depth.  If,  there- 
fore, at  any  period  in  the  history  of  oar  planet,  the  mineral 
matter  constituting  the  dry  land  has  been  distributed  be- 
neath the  waters  of  the  sea,  an  arrangement,  as  we  \tev- 
ceive,  very  powibte,  and  apparently  probable,  the  planet 
would  then  have  beeif  entirely  covered  by  water.  In  such 
*  state  of  things,  we  have  no  cause  to  which  to  refer  the 
origin  of  our  continents  and  islands,  save  the  expanstTe 
subterranean  force  before  alluded  to,  which  could  raise 
them  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  above  its  level.  It 
is  most  satisfactory  to  reflect,  that,  without  any  reference 
to  this  theory,  the  progress  of  geological  investigation  has 
led  the  leading  geologists  in  Europe  to  the  conclusion  that 
not  only  continents  have  been  in  this  manner  raised,  but 
that  all  the  important  chains  of  mounUins  have  in  like 
manner  been  protruded  from  below;  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  proofs  are  obvious,  of  the  dislocation  of  the 
stratifications  through  which  they  have  burst,  to  rear  them- 
selves to  the  loAy  heights  they  have  attained.  It  will  be  ap- 
parent to  every  one  that  successive  upliftings  of  mineral  mat- 
ter would  displace  an  equivalent  cubic  quantity  of  water, 
and  that  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  mineral  matter  pro- 
truded, would  be  Bot  only  a  corresponding  agitation  of  the 
adjacent  ocean  and  formations  of  currants,  but  an  abrasion 
and  partial  destruction  of  pre-existing  lands,  the  ruins  of 
which,  oAen  extramely  broken  down  and  comminuted, 
would  be  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  to  be  again, 
at  some  future  period,  like  sedimentary  beds  derived  from 
whatever  sources,  elevated  above  its  level. 

In  these  direct  and  indirect  operations  of  the  expansive 
power  beneath  the  crust  of  the  globe,  have  been  perceived 
the  happy  means  of  compromising  the  conflicting  views  en- 
tertained respecting  many  important  geological  phenomena; 
since  both  the  results  of  igneous  action  and  aqueous  depo* 
sition  can  be  referred  to  the  same  cause,  as  well  as  the 
paradoxical  appearance  of  rocks  of  the  same  doss,  of  un- 
disputed igneous  origin,  which  have  been  observed  at  the 
lowest  depths  of  the  crust  of  the  globe,  ond  at  its  most 
elevated  summits ;  these  latter  being  evidently  thrust  np 
from  below. 

The  application  of  these  views  of  subterranean  action, 
which  ara  not  sketched  hera  from  a  theoretical  prodi lection, 
will  be  found  highly  important  in  relation  to  the  structure 
>  and  continuity  of  metatKc  veins.  The  mineral  resources 
of  the  United  States  appear  to  be  commensurate  with  the 
grondeur  of  its  other  physical  features,  whilst  there  is  still 
mnclrhesitation  about  the  introduction  of  systematic  mining. 
It  was  a  prevailing  opinion,  whilst  the  Wernerisn  theory 
obtained,  that  metallic  veins  were  fillod  in  by  depoeites  from 
above ;  and  it  has  been  extensively  believed  in  this  country 
that  the  galena,  or  sulphuret  of  lead,  found  in  the  Btate  c^ 
Miisouri,  was  a  mere  superficial  deposite.  Opinions  of  this 
kind  operate  powerfully  to  restrain  capitolists  from  giving 
their  confidence  to  mining  undertakings  in  an  efficient 
manner ;  they  are  afraid  to  invest  their  means  beyond  on 
amount  necessary  to  conduct  partial  diggings  and  excava- 
tions near  the  surface ;  whereas,  if  they  were  satisfied  of  tlie 
reasonableness  of  the  opinion  that  metallic  veins  have  their 
origin  from  below  ;  that  the  veins,  which  have  repaid  them 
moderately  near  the  surface,  are  generally  considered  to 
improve  at  a  depth  of  five  hundred  feet ;  that  they  have 
been  successfully  followed  up  and  cut  out  at  three  times 
that  depth,  and  that  we  have  no  practical  evidence  of  their 
want  of  cx>ntinu)ty  to  infinitely  greater  depths,  they  would 
not  hesitate  to  sink  their  shafts  and  esublish  their  works 
upon  a  scale  of  magnitude  corresponding  with  their  confi- 
dence, and  producing  results  favorable  to  national  industry 
and  to  their  own  just  expectations. 

But  laying  aside  this  branch  of  the  subject  at  present, 
and  reverting  to  the  supposed  Igneous  central  action  of  this 


planet,  it  would  seem  to  invite  an  important  contidention, 
whether,  if  this  action  be  general,  the  results  produced  by 
it  may  not,  with  some  modifications,  be  expected  to  pre- 
sent a  close  affinity  in  their  general  charscter  througW 
the  globe. 

The  European  geologists  have  examined  the  structareof 
a  great  portion  of  their  eastern  continent  with  unrivalled 
perseverance  and  energy,  having  brought  to  the  considerg. 
tion  of  its  phenomena  all,  the  acumen  of  which  mineraiogi- 
cal  and  chemical  learning  is  almost  susceptible;  ind  naw 
their  most  eminent  men  call  for  geological  investigttioM  of 
this  western  continent  as  most  important  desiderata  in 
physical  science.  It  has  been  deemed  by  them  neee«ary, 
for  the  further  advancement  of  the  science,  to  have  a  com- 
parifon  instituted  between  the  geological  format  ions  of  tbii 
western  world  and  their  own  portion  of  the  globe,  in  order 
to  determine  how  far  the  phenomena  common  to  both  be- 
long to  causes  which  have  been  cotemporeiieous,  or  of  the 
same  class ;  whether  the  principles  which  have  deternioed 
the  structure  of  the  one,  have  been  the  governing  am  in 
the  other,  and  to  what  causes  any  discrepancy  ma;  be  is- 
signed. 

This  inquiry  is  of  deep  interest  to  this  counlrj,  not 
simply  as  one  which  leads  us  into  a  field  of  philosopfaiol 
research,  highly  favorable  to  enlargement  of  the  intellectiMJ 
powers,  but  as  pregnant  with  utility  in  relation  totheba«i- 
ness  purauits  of  lifis,  enabling  ua  to  apply  the  fruiti  of  their 
long  and  rich  experience  to  the  immediate  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  this '  country,  and  returning  to  them 
some  measure,  at  least,  of  information  for  thoso  inestimable 
labora  which  have  preceded  our  own  investigations.  Stronglj 
impressed  with  these  viows,  I  have  constantly  eadcaTorcd 
to  make  them  auxiliary  to  my  late  examination».  In  eoo* 
cisely  submitting  the  arrangement  of  rocks,  as  itisdedtrcd 
to  exist,  and  as  I  have  observed  it  in  Europe,  i*ith  aeon- 
paratire  view  of  the  principal  formations  in  those  psrti  of 
the  United  States  I  have  lately  visited,  I  shall  not  adreft 
to  the  numerous  divisions  into  which  the  whole knovn 
series  of  rocks  has  at  various  times  been  thrown.  The 
voluminou)'  literature  belonging  to  modern  geology  bu 
produced  numerous  classifications  firom  the  geologists*  of 
France  and  Great  Britain,  all  of  which,  however  uaefa!  in 
the  study  of  the  science,  appear  destined  to  fluctuauonaod 
change  in  its  progress,  like  the  graceful  and  waving  linM 
formed  by  the  rippling  on  the  sea  beach,  which  are  modi- 
fied or  obliterated  by  every  new  breete  impressing  tbe 
coming  tide.  From  circumstances  no  longer  svbjeet  to  | 
control,  the  science  and  lettera  of  Great  'Britain  will  forever 
become  an  inhered  port  of  the  intellectual  'power  of  ihii 
country.  The  old  and  simple dfvisioDs  of  primitive,  transi- 
tion, secondary,  and  tertiary,  to  which  the  English  ^o- 
gists  so  long  adhered,  and  whidi  have  been  adopted  in  ibii 
country  from  •their  elementary  works,  are,  it  is  true,  oiTt 
free  from  objections,  but  they  are  convenient  and  famifo 
here ;  and  since  all  classifications  are  imperfect,  and  rol»- 
jeci  to  change,  I  have  thought  it  best,  where  flas*i6caUon 
must  be  resorted  to  for  purposes  of  illustration,  to  usethil 
which  is  best  known,  with  no  disposition,  howcvpr,  to  «*• 
sign  any  value  to  it  beyond  the  facility  it  gives  me  of  makin; 
myself  understood. 

Geological  observations,  msdo  in  numerous  parts  of  ibe 
world,  have  sho«rn  tliat  the  inferior  part  of  the  whole  sews 
ef  rocks  is  distinguished  by  charactere  which  do  not  belong 
to  the  superior  portion.  • 

It-is  to  a  great  degree  unstratificd;  the  lowest,  amorpbooi 
masees,  having  a  confused,  irregular,  crystallins,  gra^ 
tUar  structure,  corapoeed  usually  of  quorti,  kU^h  *^ 
mica,  whence  they  have  received  the  designatios  of  ^' 

*  Al.  Broglu•r^  a  rare  exaiupte  of  learoio;  and  genius  in  F™""; 
Conejheeure  and  Do  la  Beche,  two  of  the  moal  emiuem  gM(?«»"' 
Great  Britain, 
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This  rock,  in  some  instances,  is  beautifully  studded 
with  crystals  of  felspar,  and  ia  then  called  porpbyrittc 
granite. 

It  contains  metalliferous  veins,  bearing  tin,  copper,  iron, 
gold,  silver,  and  other  metals. 

From  a  careful  study  of  all  the  circumstances  attending 
them,  it  b  now  the  general  opinion  that  rocks  of  this  class 
are  the  result  of  igneous  fusion,  and  to  which  the  term 
ignigenous  is  suited. 

Other  members  of  this  inferior  portion  of  the  geological 
series,  though  partaking  largely  of  the  preceding  characters 
of  the  granilic  rocks,  are  very  different  in  their  external 
appearance.  The  rocks  called  gneiss,  which  are  often 
found  superincumbent  en  the  granite,  have  a  more  regular 
arrangement  of  the  planes  of  the  mica  contained  in  them, 
which  give  them  frequently  an  appearance  of  stratification 
resembling  that  produced  by  deposition  from  water ;  how 
far  this  may  be  owing  to  a  distribution  of  the  plates  of  its 
mica  parallel  to  its  strata,  and  which  appears  to  be  the 
immediate  cause  of  its  fiiMility,  cannot  now  be  asserted : 
this,  however,  is  true,  that  the  granitic  rocks  and  the 
gneiss  pass  sometimes  into  each  other  so  completely,  and 
the  former  are  oft^n  so  enclosed  in  the  latter,  that  I  have 
frequently  on  this  continent  takeirspscimens  of  (he  gneiss,' 
especially  from  near  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  Which,  if 
placed  in  a  cabinet,  any  mineralogist  would  pronounce  a 
true  granite ;  and  certainly  nothing  ia  more  common  here 
than  to  observe  broad  veins  of  true  granite  passing  into 
the  beds  of  gneiss,  and^  indeed,  the  granite  alternating 
with  the  gnebs. 

There  is  anodier  important  rock,  known  under  the 
name  of  inica  slate,  Which  is  usually  destitute  of  both  fel- 
spar and  liornblende.  The  gneiss,  which  contains  more 
mica  thaik  hornblende,  ^appears  to  pass  into  this,  and  the 
difference  between  th^m  to  be  owing  to  the  absence  of 
some  of  Its  constituents. 

The  mica  slate  itself  passes  into  talcose  slate,  talc  being 
substituted  for  mica.  This  last  is  a  mineral  formation,  in 
tvbich  the  auriferous  veins  of  the  United  States  are  found, 
the  veins  in  some  parts  of  the  country  passing  through  a 
field  of  talcose  slate  several  miles  in  breadth,  whilst  in 
others  they  are  sheathed  only,  as  it  were,  in  the  talcose 
slate,  and  pass  through  a  field  of  elvan  and  granitic  rocks 
of  various  kinds. 

The  other  most  important  members  of  this  inferior  por- 
tion of  the  geological  series,  commonly  called  primitive 
rocks,  are  statuary  limestone  or  white  marble,  serpentuie, 
grefenstone,  quarts  rock,  the  varieties  of  hornblende  rocks 
and  slates,  and  clay  slate,  the  regularity  in  superposition 
of  whieh  to  each  other  has  not  been  satisfiictorily  estab- 
tished. 

The  rocks  hitherto  enumerated  have  one  common  char- 
acter ;  they  contain  no  organic  remains,  and  may,  there- 
fore, properly  be  called  morganic,  in  relation  to  animal 
and  vegetable  bodies.        « 

All  these  rocks,  so  different  from  each  other  in  their  ex- 
ternal appearance,  have,  with  the  exception  of  the  statuary 
Kmestone,  no  greater  difference  than  is  constituted  by  the 
presence  or  absence  of  some  mineral  constituent,  or  the 
diflerence  of  proportions.  Some  of  the  most  important 
members,  such  as  granite  and  gneiss,  contain  silex  as  a 
constant  (ionstitueUt,  others  contain  magneda,  and  some 
hornblende ;  but  a  serious  study  of  the  whole,  and  of  the 
relation  in  which  tbey  stand  to  all  other  rocks,  impresses 
a  strong  opinion  that  they  owe  their  origin  to  the  same 
cause,  and  that  ihey  have  all,  at  some  period,  been  either 
ejected  from  central  depths  by  the  expansive  power  gener- 
ated there,  or  that  they  have  been  great  intumescing  mass- 
esy  which,  on  cooling,  have  resolved  themselves  i^to 
various  stages  of  crystallization,  and  that  their  varying 
products  have  been  brought  into  fusion  or  solution  from 
distinct  central  localities,  some  of  the  differences  between 


them  having  been  occasioned  by  a  chemical  action,  more 
easily  imagined  by  us  than  described.* 

But  these  masses,  both  amorphous  and  stratified,  contain 
granite  and  other  veins,  which  have  obviously  parsed 
through  them  subsequent  to  their  original  formation,  since 
we  see  that,  at  their  passage,  the  intruded  rock  has  been 
dislocated  from  its  continuity,  and  that  a  violence  of  sub* 
terranean  origin  attended  it. 

Nor  has  the  laboratory  of  nature  yet  ceased  its  action  ; 
the  granitic  rocks,  such  as  we  find  injected  into  their  cog- 
nate masses,  do  not,  it  is  true,  flow  from  recent  volcanoes ; 
but  the  trap  rocks,  which  are  but  modifications  of  prhnitive 
mineral  masses,  have  been  found  injected  into  them  in  both 
hemispheres,  and  are  still  poured  out  of  modem  volcanoes 
in  the  form  of  lava.  These  intrusions  of  granitic  and  trap- 
pean  matter,  including  the  greenstones,  are  common  to  all 
the  geological  perioda  In  the  Alps,  modifications  of  the 
granitic  rocks  are  found  overlying  fossiliferous  strata,  with 
small  metalliferous  veins  in  both  formations,  near  the  point 
of  contact. f  All  these  intrusive  bodies,  from  the  most  an< 
cient  granites  to  the  modern  lavas,  appear  to  be  modifies* 
tions  of  each  other,  originating  in  the  same  cause,  pro- 
duced by  the  same  means,  but  varying  in  their  constituents, 
and  the  manner  of  their  consolidation.  Mr.  Lyell  states 
« that  the  lava  in  the  crater  of  StromboU,  one  of  the  Lipari 
islands,  has  been  in  a  constant  state  of  ebullition  for  the 
lust  twa  thousand  years  \'*  and  as  this  must  communicate 
with  deeper  foci,  a  central  igneo-oxpansive  power,  in  un- 
esssing  action,  saems  to  form  a  great  coostilutional  princi- 
ple of  the  planet ;  indeed,  some  inhabited  parts  of  the  globe 
are  supposed  to  be  in  an  actual  state  of  gradual  elevation. 
Yet  these  apparently  fearful  dy nancies  are  but  means  in  the 
hsAd  of  Providence  to  establish  the  most  grand  and  beauti- 
arrangements :— mountains  and  continents  raised  from  the 
deep  to  heights  which  afford  salubrity  and  security,  and 
where  nature  can  offer  the  most  varied  and  attractive  resi* 
deoce  to  maa  and  the  animals ;  and  the  crust  of  the  earth, 
prolific  in  minerals,  with  all  useful  ^nd  precious  metals,  in 
the  proper  proportions  for  our  immediate  wants. 

Primitive  rocks  are  found  in  all  those  parts  of  the  earth 
which  have  been  examined,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  form  the  solid  basis  of  the  crust  of  the 
globe.  A  portion  of  this  basis  is  now  covered  to  great 
depths  by  the  sedimentary  rocks  which  have  been  subse- 
quently deposited  by  water,  but  the  surfaces  of  vast  tracts 
of  inhabited  country  are  constituted  by  these  primitive 
rocks.    In  the  United  Stales,  they  occupy  the  suriiice  from 

*  The  alternation  of  the  primitive  rocks  above  alluded  to,  and  the 
hizuposltion  of  amorphous  and  stratified  luassef,  of  ignigenous  oHcin, 
Is  Buaoepilble  of  explanationf  if  fairly  ami  patientl  j  considered.  Due 
woiglit,  Iiowever,  must  be  givan  u>  the  circuniaiances  under  wiiich  tlie 
greatest  number  of  cases  present  themselves.  The  stratified  appear- 
ance of  gnelsB  is  ttnequi  vocal,  and  must  be  conceded.  Before  the 
rocks  were  formed  which  liave  an  aqueous  origin,  the  planet  may 
have  been  in  a  auasi'incandescent  state,  as  we  now  conceive  of  many 
astronomical  bodies;  nor  can  we  conjecture  to  what  period  that  stain  ' 
of  incandescence  extended.    The  presence  of  ft«sil  plants  of  tropical 


consliluUona  in  high  northern  latitudes  shows  a  teropeialure  for  the 
eiol>e  unknown  to  me  present  order  of  things.  In  wiiatever  manner 
Uie  beds  of  gneiss  were  brought  into  contact  with  the  ignigenous  am. 


orphous  masses,  whether  by  aqueous  depoeit ion,  or  by  pourings  out 
fnmi  below,  in  thick  pasiy  solutions,  we  are  certain  they  must  have 
undergone  a  crystalline  change  on  coming  into  contact  with  masses 
intensely  heated.  Wherever  intrusive  rocks,  such  as  trap,  wiiich, 
like  lava,  was  once  mineral  matter  in  a  siato  of  fusion,  coni»  into 
conuct  with  formations  that  preceded  them,  a  very  great  aUcration  in 
the  texture  of  tlie  iutnided  mineral  is  generally  prwiuced,  as  wo 
know  from  numerous  examples,  both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  and 
which  correspond  to  experiments  made  in  tiie  laboratory,  from  slates 
of  entire  fusion  to  slight  changes.  It  is  thus  that  basHltic  dikes  have 
changed  chalk  into  marble,  sandstone  into  homsione  and  quarts,  and 
ahalfl  into  jasper,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  opposite 
the  cfiy  of  New  York.  Greenstone  dikes  have  reduced  coal  into 
cindera,  and  sandstone  into  jaaper,  aa  at  Mafnel  Cove,  Arkansas. 
Mr.  Lyell,  in  his  celebrated  work,  vol.  3,  p.  368,  mentions  a  faeaaltlc 
dike,  which  baa  produced  crystala  of  analeime  and  earnei  in  a  fossili* 
f(»ous  shale,  and  refen  to  the  garnets  often  found  in  mica  slate,  aa 
probably  owing  their  origin  to  its  being  affected  by  caloric  In  the 
neighborhood  of  Monrovia,  on  the  Baltimore  and^Frederick  railroad, 
very  f 


^ery  fine  precious  garnets  are  found  in  the  gneiss, 
t  Lyell^  Principles  of  GeoU>gy,  vol.  3,  p.  371. 
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Maine  to  Columbus  in  (Georgia,  on  the  Chattahoochee,  and 
still  further,  to  Wetumpka,  on  the  Alabama.  BostOD,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Richmond, 
and  Columbia,  in  South  Carolina,  are  either  built  tipon 
them,  or  are  separated  from  them  by  depoeites  of  an  insig- 
nificant depth.  Yet  the  whole  of  this  mighty  basis  was 
once  in  a  state  of  igneous  fusion,  and  under  circumstances 
which  prevent  the  possibility  of  our  expecting  to  find  or- 
ganic bodies  contemporaneously  existing  in  it,  since  it  was 
a  state  of  things  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  organic 
matter. 

With  all  the  concurring  proofs  of  igneous  action,  and  of 
an  immeasurable  expansive  power  operating  beneath  the 
crust  of  the  earth,  I  should  deem  myself  more  obnoxious  to 
the  charge  of  having  suppressed  them,  in  the  present  state 
of  geologicsl  knowledge  in  this  country,  than  to  that  of 
having  been  indiscreet  in  assigning  them  a  place  in  an  of- 
ficial document,  on  the  ground  of  their  theoretical  charao^ 
ter.*  A  pure  hypothesis,  raised  upon  conjecture,  and  not 
sustained  by  admitted  facts,  is  inaJmi8siJ>le ;  but  I  should 
hesitate  to  render  myself  liable  to  the  charge  of  theoretical 
tendency,  in  a  light  sense  of  that  word,  if  T  were  conscious 
of  entertaining  conclusions  other  than  those  to  which  the 
mind  is  irresistibly  brought  by  concurring  facts,  upon  which 
the  judgment  willingly  reposes. 

Wherever  the  primitive  rocks  in  question  occur  m  trans- 
atlantic countries,  they  are  found  under  circumstance* 
which  clearly  prove  that  they  owe  their  existenoe  to  the 
same  general  chemical  laws,  and  have  been  produced  in  the 
same  manner.  They  have  been  found  in  Asia,  AfKea, 
and  in  various  portions,  especially  the  northern  ones,  <rf 
Europe.  They  are  nclt  only  found  almost  identicatly  the 
same,  but  their  various  members  are,  in  ma^Ty  insfancea, 
superimposed  upon  each  other  nearly  in  the  same  order.  I 
have  aeen  specimens  of  porphyritic  granite  from  Shapfelt, 
in  England,  from  Ceylon,  from  China,  from  Russia,  and 
the  Alps,  which  would  be  indistinguishable  from  that  which 
forms  the  bed  of  the  bitufninous  coal-field  of  Chesterfield, 
Virginia,  the  broad  belts  which  run  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  parallel  to  it,  and  some  which  I  have  observed 
in  Georgia.  The  structure  of  the  tin  and  copper  districts 
of  England,  as  far  as  the  nature  and  direction  of  veins  is 
concerned,  would  lead  a  student  exsetly  to  the  same  con- 
clusions, in  regard  to  their  origin,  and  the  utility  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  knowledge  of  it,  as  if  he  had  been  studying 
the  gold  and  copper  veins  of  the  United  States.  The  struc- 
ture of  the  auriferous  rocks  in  Rnssia  and  BrssH,  as  it  haa 
been  described  to  mc,  is  precis^y  what  we  find  it  to  be  in 
the  gold  region  of  the  United  States.  Tin  has  not  yet  been 
found  in  the  primitive  rocks  of  this  country  in  profusion, 
flff  it  is  found  in  Cornwall,  neither  has  gold' been  found  in 
Great  Britain,  as  it  is  found  in  the  United  States,  where 
the  veins  which  have  been  examined  for  a  diatance  of  more 
than  eight  hundred  miles  to  the  south  from  the  Potomac 
river,  and  which  show  themsolves  occasionally  in  an  aurif- 
erous character  at  an  equal  distance  to  the  north,  are  very 
productive.  But  gold  has  been  found  in  small  quantities 
in  Groat  Britain,  and  tin,  of  which  I  possets  some  traces, 
has  been  found  in  the  United  States.  In  the  Ural  moun- 
tains of  Northern  Russia,  gold  is  a  prodactive  metal,  and 
plattha  has  been  found  in  considcraMo  quantities. 

A  Fpccimen  of  platina  has  lately  come  into  my  posses- 
sion, which  was  found  in  North  Carolina,  and,  from  some 


♦  Of  iha  BOitrce  and  cause  of  tlii*  greal  central  power,  we  can 

ii'Hbini;  willi  pr«cuinn.  Phiinanphera  acrouni  varioualv  fur  h ;  but 
such  is  the  stats  of  knowledge,  that  it  appears  mora  unphilnaophlcal  to 
deny  iis  existence.  I^ecause  we  are  not  asreed  vpon  an  explanation, 
than  It  Ifl  to  aflsert  it.  The  same  philosnphers  who  are  sceptics  on  this 
stttjjpctr  do  not  denv  the  sun  to  Iw  the  aource  of  solar  haat ;  yet,  an  iiml> 
neni  person,  allwling  to  lermiiai  central  heat,  has  lately  asked,  from 
a  conapicuouf  official  chair,  why  "  the  heat  has  noi  passed  away  by 
conduction,  and,  if  it  has  paned  away,  by  what  other  hral  it  has  b^n 
rpplucedV    At  present,  it  seems  to  be  exi 


euch  causes  as  explain  known  eflects. 


expedient  to  be  content  \vith 


reomt  indication^  I  am  disposed  to  think  thai  ths^amond, 
the  topax»  dtc,  wiU  aoott  be  produced  from  the  lame 
quarter.* 

It  may,  therefore,  be  aafely  aaserted  thai  this  pMi  non. 
fossiliferous  division  of  the  known  recks  of  the  gsologiol 
series,  and  to  which  an  igpeotts  origin  has  been  attributed, 
is,  in  ail  the  ctrcuraatanoee  cunnecled  with  its  cryiiaUitt. 
tion,  iu  nwtalUfwnous  character,  its  constituency,  and  the 
superposition  of  its  different  members,  eaientiaUj  tlw  nmt 
in  North  America,  and  in  the  other  parte  of  the  eaitb  «km 
it  has  beea  observed.  It  appearing  unneoaisary  to  leek  for 
(ttstinct  causes  to  phenomena  which  are  mere  repstitions  of 
each  other,  the  accordance  between  this  branch  of  the  geo- 
logical series,  aa  to  onity  of  cause,  may  becooiidend  prob- 
able in  both  hemispheres. 

The  other  great  division  of  the  geological  series  of  rocki, 
and  which,  from  its  being  the  depository  of  ths  reoiuu  of 
those  organic  bodiee  which  preceded  the  piisent  order  irf 
things,  may  be  called  the  oiganic  division,  has  been  eobdi- 
vided  into  three  diiriaioiL*:  ftransitioo,  secondaiy,  sod  ter- 
tiary. The  rocks  comprehended  in  Ihe  tiinsitioD  dass  n* 
oeived  thst  name  in  the  early  days  of  the  scieacs:  becauis 
in  these  was  discoverad  a»  oppaiMit  transitioa  from  inor- 
ganic to  organic  UMtter,  and  from  a  ^heraioal  is  a  OMcbts- 
ical  origin  of  redw.  And,  io  truths  it  is  in  thefs  vgilla* 
ceous  alaiy  masses^  and  bade  of  rooliag  elate,  which  immo- 
diately  succeed  to  the  primitive  imdMb  ^^  we  find  the  fini 
veetigee  of  aniraaiand  vegetable  existaocea-^eitRmeij  nn, 
howover,  when  compared  with  tho  profnsioB  in  vhicb  tbef 
are  found  in  the  superior  rocks.  Yet  the  fossils  fbud  tm* 
bedded  in  them  are  not,  oven  in  tho  present  stale  of  geoio- 
gioal  knowledge,  to  be  -conaidoted  as  xepneantaiim  of  ibe 
fimt  ciaas  of  animal  bodies  whioh  oamo  into  eiisteoca.  Tbi 
massee  in  which  they  are  found  imbedded  beii«  all  formed 
under  water,  we  must  of  courao  look  to  find  no  BDisulTe- 
mains  but  of  such  animals  as  were  fitted  to  live  in  ibat  ele- 
ment, viz.  fishes  and  sheU  fish,,  and  crustaoeous  smintli. 
These  hsving  some  solid  parts,  liable  U>  be  enclosed  viib 
an  argillaceotis  covering,  might  leove  eome  traces  of  (heir 
existence,  and  which  a  few  of  the  two  last  enunenled  hvc 
done.  The  scarcity  of  tbeee  seems  to  be  in  accoidnce 
with  the  mineral  state  of  the  earth  at  the  period  when  tbe 
rocks  were  formed  io  which  they  are  oncbsed*  TheioU 
parts  of  theee  animals,  when  living,  are  formed  of  line, 
which,  from  tho  small  proportion  in  which  it  ezisUaroons>( 
the  other  primitive  masses^  waa  not,  aa  appears  consisual 
with  the  general  design,  to  be  piodooed  in  th^  profuiios  ii 
aubsequently  was,  when  raimni  nziatences,  to  which  ii  «u 
indispensable^  were  to  be  brought  forward  in  great  nnmbeif. 

The  general  depoeitoa  of  oalcnreooa  matter  on  the  globe 
hove  been,  by  some  persons,  attributed  to  the  exuns  of 
animals,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whence  those  sniouli 
derived  the  solid  parU  they  have  left  behind  them.  At  v» 
know  not  that  animals  have  the  power  of  fixming  limeffw 
other  mineral  elements,  we  are  cprapelled  to  suppose  tbat 
tbe  calcareous  matter  forming  their  osseous  structure,  their 
testaceous  and  crostaceous  coveringa,  preceded  them.  In 
considering  the  primitive  rocks,  we  have  perceived  that  for- 
ces of  great  power,  and  unknown  to  modern  timei,  ba«e 
been  in  action  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  planct^fottti 
which  even  now  continue  oceasionally  to  act,  though  feei>ly 
and  rarely.  .  As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sUluar;  iioK- 

•  Gold  mining  is  yet  in  its  infancy  in  the  United  States;  in  initlw 
prpparations  for  Bystenialic  mining  are  only  now  making-  N*^  ■'?*' 
shaft  has  ytn  been  sunk  exceeding  1 60  feet.  Yet,  aotwithr.aodu^ 'w 
nide  expedients  resorted  lo,  the  pragressive^cale  of  production sM 
18-24  warraiiis  ih  •  most  favorable  anticipations  for  the  future.  Inl^ 
the  amount  of  gold  "from  North  Carolina  received  at  the  UaHe*  Sam 
mint  waa  only  $6^)06;  every  succeeding  year  the  qusniiiy  »*?" 
WHS  rapidly  increaaed,  till,  in  1832,  it  rt^e  to  gl68,UX),  and  intl»!«S' 
c  *Jiiig  year  to  1175,000.  In  1S34,  Georgia  sent  lo  the  nilm  |H?^ 
Thpse  atnounts  are  independent  of  the  natK-e  gold,  wkicli  «m>  o« 
find  Its  way  to  the  mint.  The  aipottiit  of  oati  ve  gcad  praducca ounac 
tho  presont  ypar  will,  it  if  lljousht,  not  fall  phortof  AreemiUwasof 
dollars. 
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itonef  were  produced,  there  is  much  ambiguity.  We 
knonr,  however,  that  mineral  springa,  both  thermal  and 
cold,  deposite  carbonate  of  time  in  great  quantities,  at  they 
come  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere.  The  prodigious 
deposites  of  this  character  from  a  cold  mineral  water,  In  the 
Bweet  Springs  valley,  in  Yirginia,  which  presents  one  of 
the  most  rare  geological  phenomena,  the  no  less  interesting 
trtvertino  deposited  by  the  Hot  Springs  of  the  Washita,  in 
Arkansas,  both  of  which  localities  I  visited  this  last  year, 
and  similar  phenomena  in  rarious  parts  of  the  world,  ren- 
der it  quite  possible  that  some  extraneous  calcareous  de- 
posites,  lying  amid«t  the  primitive  rocks,  have  come  from 
the  central  parts  of  the  earth,  in  a  #tate  of  aqueous  solution, 
and  have  subsequently  received  tfeir  high  crystalline  char- 
acter from  being  in  contact  with  ignigenous  rocks  in  an  tu* 
candescent  state.  With  springs  of  soch  a  character  in  ac- 
tion, the  animals  of  thoie  times  could  be  at  no  loss  for  cal- 
careous matter  in  fovored  localities ;  and,  in  that  greater 
portion  of  the  aqueous  surface  where  lime  was  wanting,  we 
ran  readily  l>elieve  that  the  Creative  Power  might  give  a 
benevolent  existence  to  countless  myriads  of  those  gelati- 
nous animals  which  fill  some  tropical  seas  in  our  own  day^, 
and  which,  having  no  solid  parts,  have  left  no  vestige  df 
their  existence  behind  them.* 

Perhaps  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  term  transition 
should  be  limited  to  the  argillaceous  masses  in  question. 
The  connexion,  however,  between  them  and  the  shales  and 
slates,  and  other  beds  which  succeed  therh  higher  up  in  the 
geological  series,  has  induced  some  geologists  to  consider 
all  the  members  of  this  connexion,  including  the  bituminous 
coal  measures,  as  belonging  to  one  natural  group.  Yet  I 
cannot  but  suppose  that  a  series  of  deposites  extending  to 
thirty  or  forty  4housand  feet  in  thickness  on  this  continent, 
and  probably  to  an  equal  amount  in  Europe,  ^ill,  when  it  has 
received  an  exkminatron  consistent  with  its  great  importance, 
be  ultimately  arranged  in  a  more  lucid  and  characteristic 
manner.-)-    The  lower  alates,  the  flags,  the  grits,  and  lime- 

*  PraCeasoT  Agssiis,  a  dtsUnguiahed  natamlist,  who  appears  at  pres* 
eot  to  lead  In  fossil  tcbihjrology,  doM  not  find  fish  decUIedly  carniver- 
ous  before  the  period  of  the  CArboniferous  limestone,  that  is  to  say.  fish 
are  not  prurided  wUh  targe  conical  and  pointed  teeth ;  those  or  later 
perinda  appear,  liowever,  from  their  teeib,  to  have  been  omnivarous 
The  investiKHtions  up  to  the  present  moment  all  point  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  organization  \na  upon  a  low  scale  in  the  transition  perirxl. 
M.  Adolphe  Brogniart  the  able  author  of  the  Hlstorle  des  Tegetaux 
Fosailea,  and  to  whose  genius  and  induatiy  we  mainly  owe  the  infor- 
mation which  has  been  produced  respecting  fossil  vpgeublee,  whilst 
hi?  has  enumftrated  258  species  found  in  the  coal  deposites,  only  finds 
fourteen  in  the  transition  series,  and  these,  if  I  remember  aii^t,  (not 
having  his  work  here,)  all  cryptogamous  plants.   To  these  facts,  if  we 
add  other  considerations,  sucn  as  the  great  uniformity  of  the  genera  in 
the  inferior  roclu  of  ly>th  hemispheres,  where trilnbitep,  prodocta,  spir* 
ifers,  and  othocera  are  the  chamcterisiic  organic  remains,  and  the 
curious  fact  that  of  the  whole  number  of  species  of  fossil  coal  plants 
found  in  North  America,  more  than  one-half  have  been  found  con- 
nected with  the  coal-fieida  of  Europe— a  greater  proportional  simili- 
tude tiian  exists  among  living  plants— we  can  scarcely,  in  the  present 
state  of  geological  information,  assent  to  any  theory  ot  '*  causes  now  in 
operation,"  for  fossil  nature,  whieh  excludes  a  law  of  progressive  de- 
velopment, oader  which  we  see  the  fiiaeas,  for  all  this  uniformity,  of 
•ume  common  cause,  extensively  operating  as  thermal  waters,  even 
upon  the  oceanic  scale,  may  be  supposed  to  have  done. 

t  The  section  which  accoonpaalea  this  report,  traces  in  an  Imperfect 
nxaaner  the  tiansition  mcka  from  the  vicinity  oi  Harper's  Feny*  on  the 
Patomac,  to  the  Cumberland  mouniaios  in  Tennessee.  I  could  not, 
with  aatisfsction  to  myself,  enter,  upon  this  occasion,  Into  details  re- 
specting the  fossils  of  the  transition  and  grauwaeke  rocks  of  North 
A  merica  which  I  have  examiaeit :  they  have  accumulated  graaily  upon 
my  hands,  and  would  furnish  ffiaterfals  for  an  important  work,  that 
would  require  a  great  devotion  of  time,  and  tneessant  labor.  My 
friend,  Mr.  Murchisoo.latePresideatof  theOeolctfical  Socieij  of  Lon- 
don, who  has  distinguished  himself  so  ereatly  by  his  researches  in  the 
superior  tieds,  has  been  much  occuplea  for  the  last  four  years  in  a  great 
work*  to  contain  numerous  plates  of  unpublished  fossils,  illustrative  of 
the  "  stratified  depositee  which  connect  the  carboniferona  series  with 


the  older  slaty  rocks"  in  England  and  Wales,  and  which  will  tlve  a 
singular  Impulsa  to  in  vestigMlons  of  the  transition  beds.  Mr.  Richard 
crTayler  alao,  wtio  well  deserves  the  high  reputation  he  has  acquired 


ta  a  geologist  and  mineral  surveyor,  is  alMUt  to  publish  a  very  imnort- 
ant  mccount  of  the  transition  beds,  which  he  has  extensively  examined 
in  Pennsylvania.  I  feei  confident  that  the  compaxative  views  we  shall 
0oon  1«  able  to  bring  forward  between  these  analogous  deposites,  will 
extremely  strenethen  the  opinions  I  entertain  of  the  strong  generic 
resemblances  between  the  organic  forms  of  the  transition  period  in 
both  hemispheres. 


etone8*of  British  geology,  have  their  equivalents  in  this  coun- 
try. In  nothing  is  the  analogy  in  the  two  hemispheres  more 
constant  than  in  the  general  character  of  the  transition  and 
gp^uwacke  beds,  even  to  the  cbloritic  nature  of  some  of  the 
beds  of  the  old  red  sandstone ;  the  same  conformity  also 
can  be  asserted  as  to  their  fossiliferous  character.  It  is  tme 
that  in  the  north  of  England  the  grauwaeke  is  found  lying 
at  a  great  inclination,  and  upset  on  its  edges,  with  con- 
glomerate or  old  red  sandstone  unconformably  upon  them ; 
showing  that  this  last,  not  being  afTected  by  the  movement 
which  had  disturbed  the  grauwaeke,  or  having  been  de- 
posited since  that  movement,  was  not,  in  the  estimation  of 
some  persons,  to  be  classed  in  the  same  division  with  the 
grauwaeke.  By  these  the  grauwaeke  was  considered  the 
liQiit  of  the  transition  series;  but  in  countries  where  the 
old  red  sandstone  and  the  fr^auwacke  laid  conformably  on 
each  other,  the  argument  was  equally  strong  for  arranging 
the  auperincambent  formation  in  the  same  series  with  the 
inferior  one.  In  the  United  States  we  find  them  both  up- 
set on  their  edges,  at  very  high  inclinations,  and  therefore 
no  sufficient  ground  upon  that  score  is  presented  here  for 
placing  them  in  different  divisions. 

But  there  is  one  general  character  which  is  common  to 
many  beda  lying  much  higher  up  in  tiie  series,  and  that  ia 
fossil  coal;  and  here  we  find  another  circumstance,  which 
induces  some  geologists  to  class  the  whole  together  as  a 
coal-bearing  series.  Hereafter  it  is  possible  that  the  wide 
difference  between  the  non-bltuminous  and  hituminout 
coals  may  suggest  a  permanent  character  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  coal-bearing  rocks.* 

In  all  essential  circumstances,  the  features  which  mark 
the  structure  of  the  coal  bearing  series  of  rocks  in  Europe 
are  found  here.  In  the  the  grauwaeke  we  have  beds  of 
limestone,  derived,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary, 
like  the  statuary  limestone  in  the  primitive  series,  from 
solutions  ejected  from  below,  alternating  with  schistose 
and  sandy  beds  of  probable  mechanical  origin.  In  these 
limestone  beds  we  occasionally  find,  as  in  Europe,  increas- 
ed numbers  of  animal  remains,  and  cognate  in  their  rela- 
tions, such  as  the  fluetra,  the  trilohites.  Sec,  on  the  cal- 
careous plates  from  Dudley,  which  are  often  identical  with 
those  of  the  Alleghany  ridges. 

In  the  lower  parts  of  this  series,  in  Europe,  are  found 

*  The  very  general  concurrence  In  the  opinion  that  coal  beds  may 
be  a  residuum  of  vegetable  mauer,  appeais  to  have  induced  many  ideo- 
logical writeni  to  assume  ihe  same  oritfin  (or  all  carbonaceous  deposites. 
The  prevalence  of  vegetable  impressions  on  the  shales  connected  with 
the  coal  in  some  localities,  seems  to  thnm  to  be  suflScient  ground  for 
the  assumption.  I  have  seen  many  of  the  non-bituminous  varivtiea  in 
place  in  this  country,  which  appeared  to  me  to  jusiify  asciiitjny  into 
iliat  belief.  Anthracite  coal  is  found  in  the  lower  slates,  which  may 
be  said  to  be  the  commencement  of  the  transition  series  in  many  parts 
of  North  America,  yet  fussil  plants  are  not  found  in  some  of  them,  and 
they  are  very  rare  in  the  tiunaiiion  rocks  of  all  countries ;  a  fact  which 
detracts  from  the  opinion  that  it  is  of  veaetable  origin.  However 
reaaunatUe  may  be  the  inference  arising  m>ro  the  convertibility  of 
vegetable  matter  into  lignite,  jet,  and  bituminous  fuel,  that  uiany  ire- 
portant  beds  of  coal  have  a  vegetable  origin,  yet  due  weight  should  be 
given  to  some  circumstances  from  which  a  different  origin  may  be  In 
farred. 

In  the  beds  of  plumbago  which  lie  in  the  gneiss  at  Siurijridi^e,  Mas- 
aachuaetta,  the  mineral  is  nearly  vertical  in  the  rocks,  like  the  mica- 
ceous oxide  of  iron  in  other  shnations:  this  crephite  is  carbon,  com- 
biued  with  a  small  quantity  of  Iron  finely  disseminated  throiigh  tt. 
At  Worcester,  In  the  same  State,  nearly  the  same  mineral,  in  a  seml- 
crysialllzed  state,  occurs  io  the  mica  slate,  but  here  it  is  called  an- 
thraciie  coal,  althou^  it  has  been  ground  and  sold  for  plumbairo.  In 
the  lower  slates  of  Rhode  Island,  the  same  mineral  occurs  with  a  dP 
miniahed  specific  gravity.  Near  Foughkc^epsie,  on  the  Hudson,  I  have 
seen  veins  of  anthracite  In  the  lower  slates,  from  half  an  inch  to  two 
or  Uir8€  inches  broad,  rising,  like  metallic  veins,  to  an  inclination  of 
70^.  In  Pennsylvania  we  have  heavy  beds  of  anthracite  in  the  grau- 
waeke, which  are  non-ferruginous,  and  others  which  are  slisrhtly  bitn- 
minous.  These  localities  show  a  progression  in  the  quality  of  this 
mineral  not  at  all  consistent  with  a  vegetable  origin.  lui  lowest  beds 
are  nieulliferous,  and  its  specific  gravity  decreases  as  it  rises  in  the 
series.  The  slaty  shales  which  usually  accompany  coal,  cannot  be 
said  to  be  an  intetrml  ran  of  it,  but  may  owe  their  origin  to  a  mac  haul* 
cal  deposits  modified  by  the  high  temperature  of  the  carbonaceous 
body,  and  which  favored  the  nnxtuction  of  plants  now  only  found  In 
low  latitudes.  The  slatea  ot  Rhode  laland,  which  accompauy  the 
coal,  contain  talc,  and  abound  in  asbestos. 
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those  aoa-bituminoui  coals  now  generally  knowlk  here 
under  the  name  of  anthracite ;  and  in  thia  country  we  find 
the  same  carbonaceous  matter  distributed  through  the  whole 
system  of  Alleghany  ridges  to  the  most  western  counties 
of  Virginia,  where  the  inclined  rocks  begin  to  give  way  to 
the  horizontal  formations  of  the  Cumberland  range  of 
mountain*'.  Higher  up  in  the  series,  and  reposing  upon  the 
vast  depositee — in  this  country  immense — of  carboniferous 
limestone,  and  millstone  grit  and  shale,  where  these  miner- 
als are  not  replaced  by  more  complex  deposiies^  we  find,  in 
Europe,  the  great  productive  beds  of  bituminous  coal, 
exactly  as  they  are  found  in  some  parts  of  this  country, 
lying  amidst  shalos  and  sandstones,  often  of  a  friable  struc- 
ture, and  abounding  in  mica.  The  fossil  plants,  too,  are 
nearly  related  in  both  countries,  and  some  identical.  It  is 
true  the  coal  in  some  instances  in  Europe,  as  at  St  Etienne, 
in  France,  is  found  resting  upon  the  naked  granite,  which 
is  exactly  the  case  with  the  coal  measures  of  Chesterfield, 
Virginia;  this  lies  in  troughs  of  granite  the  edges  of  which 
crop  out  above  ground,  showing  the  exact  limit,  in  some 
instances,  of  the  coal  field.  Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  that, 
because  intrusive  rocks  of  a  granitic  character  have  appear- 
ed subsequent  to  fossiliferous  rocks,  the  base  of  these  coal 
measures  has  thus  been  formed,  and  contemporaneously 
with  the  carboniferous  deposites  which  repose  on  them,  for 
the  Chesterfield  granite  is  a  well-defined  and  beautiful  por- 
phyritic  graiiite,  with  its  red  crystals  of  felspar,  precisely 
resembling  that  of  Shapfelli  in  England,  and  forms  part 
of  that  extensive  granite  formation  which  looks  at  the  At- 
lantic coast  from  the  east  flanks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
which  I  have  traced  far  into  Alabama. 

Nor  is  that  extraordinary  coincidence  in  both. hemispheres) 
in  tho  state  of  the  beds  of  the  cartwniferoua  limestone,  to 
be  overlooked.  8ome  of  them,  teeming  with  the  imbetided 
exnvie  of  animals ;  others  conspicuous  for  the  plates  and 
irregular  masses  of  chert,  resembling  the  flint  as  it  is  seen 
in  the  chalk  beds  of  Europe ;  whilst  both  alternate  with 
beds  of  compact  limestone,  of  different  degrees  of  ciystal- 
lization,  and  non-fossiliferous.  Those  who  have  seen  the 
encrinital  and  other  beds  of  the  European  carboniferous 
series,  may  see  the  same  thing  repeated  in  various  partn  of 
this  c>)untry  :  in  the  western  parts,  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  at  the  Helderbergh  mountains;  conspicuoutfly  in 
Tennessee,  in  Kentucky,  and  the  State  of  Missouri:  Here, 
in  some  instances,  the  rocks  appear  to  be  composed  entirely 
6f  organic  remains,  whilst  others  seem  to  have  been  de- 
posited so  rapidly  as  to  have  given  no  time  for  their  pro- 
duction. It  is  at  this  period,  however,  and  amidst  this 
profusion  of  calcareous  matter,  that  such  immense  numbers 
of  testaceous  animals  of  the  same  kinds  have  existed  in  both 
hemispheres.* 

*In  the  carl^nlferous  limestones  of  Tenneraee,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
IlUiiuifi,  and  Missouri,  I  made  very  rich  collections  of  fossils,  many  of 
which  are  identical  with  European  specimens;  indeed,  it  ia  probable 
that  moat  of  the  European  genera  will  be  found  there.  There  are, 
howev.»r,  great  numbers  of  species  which  differ  from  those  found  in 
Eurorie,  some  only  sUehily,  whilst  others  again  are  quite  new.  My 
scieniific  friend,  Dr.  Troost,  profeasor  of  zeology  at  the  University  of 
Nashville,  and  geologist  to  the  State,  has  discovered  some  Interesting 
fiasils,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  he  will  soon  find  leisure  to  describe. 
I  sawinhi9cal)inet  anasierias,  found  in  the  carl)onifenius  limestone, 
having  five  rays,  but  having  lost  the  spines  and  epidermis.  The  fol> 
lowine  are  a  few  of  a  very  Ion.?  list  of  European  cognate  fossils  I  brought 
from  the  Slates  above  mentioned :  Onhocera,  encriniies,  producta, 
spirifers,  plagiostoraa,  natira,  ampullaria,  delphinula,  euomphaius, 
'  turbo,  pentremites,  trilobiies,  asaphoa  plaiycephalus,  hamites,  lere- 
braiiila,  belleropbon,  nautilus,  cantia,  trochus,  turbinolia,  Cjrathoph^i- 
lum,  astrea,  stmmaiapora,  calamopora,  manon,  eschara,  wKh  an  in- 
numerable quantity  of  the  zoophytes  described  in  Oiildfuss.  Although 
thfse  fossils  are  not  Identically  the  same  with  their  equivalents  In 
Europe,  vet  many  of  them  are  strictly  so,  and  In  all  cases  I  would 
assert  tlie  generic  resemblances  to  be  Stronger  than  the  specific  diflSsr 
ences.  On  this  continent,  where  the  carltoniferoiis  limestone  extends 
uninterruptedly  for  more  than  one  thousand  miles,  we  find  an  equal 
amount  of  teneric  resemblances  and  specific  differences,  notwiihsuind- 
fng  that  the  causes  which  produced  the  beds  were  obviouslv  cotem- 
p<M«neousand  theaame;  and  it  isceruin  that  the  specific  difference 
between  the  most  powerful  species  of  living  animals  here,  and  those 
tn  transatlantic  countries,  seems  lo  be  mtich  greater  than  that  which 
prevaila  amongst  the  fussils  of  the  two  hsmispheres. 


In  examining  the  structure  of  the  transitioQ  geries  o{ 
rocks,  we  perceive  that  it  partakes  largely  ef  t  mixsd  cha- 
racter, both  cliemical  and  mechanical.  Many  circumitaa- 
ces,  presenting  themselves  under  various  aspects  in  diScr- 
ent  and  distant  localities,  point  to  a  direct  central  origio 
for  the  limestone  beds  of  the  carboniferous  limestone,  and 
for  those  siliceous  solutions  which  have  frequently  changed 
the  character  of  their  foasils,  and  sometimes  replaced  the 
calcareous  constituent  throughout  the  whole  beds;  a  fact 
observed  by  myself  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  where  certain 
oolitic  beds  of  the  carboniferous  series — and  which  occu 
also  near  Bristol,  in  England — are  entirely  converted  into 
siliceous  matter.  The  presence  of  bituminous  matter,  too, 
in  some  of  the  fetid  hviia  of  this  last  series,  would  give 
strong  support  to  the  opinion  that  some  coal  beds  may  haxe 
been  the  result  of  outpourings  of  bituminous  mattw,  and 
not  of  vegetable  deoomposition.  The  fetid  beda  of  the 
western  part  of  the  United  States  are  in  some  places  ao 
impregnated  with  bitumen,  that  when  the  limestone  rodu 
of  the  canal  were  blasted  at  the  fiills  of  the  Ohio,  the  bita- 
men  oozed  from  the  rocks  in  such  great  qoaaiilies,  thai 
more  than  a  gallon  a  day  was  collected  by  the  workmen. 
I  have  myself  drawn  bitumen  in  considerable  bd<1  unusaal 
quantities  from  these  rocks. 

One  tff  the  moat  remarkable  geological  fealares  of  ihii 
continent  is  the  vast  extentof  the  carbontferoas  limeatone. 
I  have  traced  its  eastern  border — conforming  lo  the  coum 
of  the  other  mineral  fermationa  east  of  the  Mii«i8ip- 
pi — more  than  one  thousand  miles  running  to  the  «eit  of 
south,  from  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  thiriy-fifih  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  in  thQ  State  of  Alabama:  theeoutia 
is  then  changed,  and  lies  to  the  north  of  west,  leaviof 
Little  Rock,  on  the  Arkansas,  about  thirty  miles  to  tiie 
south,  and  disappearing  between  five  and  six  buodnd 
miles  from  the  Rocky  Mountains.  This  deposite  extendi, 
uninterruptedly,  a  geographical  distance  of  at  lent  1,^ 
miles  from  east  to  west,  underlying  portions  of  the  Sum 
of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  l!lmoi8,Mii- 
souri,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  on  that  line.  In 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  ilia  bound- 
ed by  a  line  of  which  the  Cumberland  mountains  form  i 
part  In  the  plains  through  which  the  Mississippi  f^om, 
and  which  include  the  Illinois  prairies,  it  sppears  lite  t 
continuous  floor,  forn)ing  an  almost  unvarying  flat;  for  al- 
though the  superficial  level  is  irregular,  that  of  the  calca- 
reous formation,  lying  beneath  the  arable  soil,  seldom  seem 
to  change  its  elevation  materially. 

In  other  parU  of  the  area  covered  by  this  deposit?,  there 
have  been  extensive  denudations  of  the  Iwdis,  v\M  io 
some  of  the  Western  States  broad  table  lands  of  it  AiliR* 
main,  and  which  are  occasionally  covered  with  sandstonii 
as  is  the  extensive  table,  forty  miles  broad,  of  the  Goniba- 
land  mountains  as  far  as  the  begining  of  the  descent  do«n 
to  Sparta,  where  the  sandstone  contains  indications  oi  ^^' 
urainous  coal.  From  hence  to  Nashville,  about  «^ 
miles,  the  country  descends  over  various  beds  of  caitonif- 
erous  limestone;  that  which  immediately  succeeds  to  the 
above-mentioned  sandstone  has  a  marked  oolitic  stnictor^ 
and  is  about  two  hundred  feet  thick.  The  bcd9afe<^ 
horizontal,  and  many  of  them  abound  in  organic  t^ 
mains,*  whilst  the  chert  in  the  seams  takes  sd  agitiuo 
form,  with  a  chalcedonic  botroidal  appearance,  f^^.". 
have  seen  in  similar  situations  west  of  the  MisaiKippi- 
The  lowest  point  at  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  eiam- 
ining  this  seriee  of  the  carboniferous  limestone  wssit 
Nashville,  on  the  Cumberland  river.  The  town  is  l«i» 
on  naked  beds  of  horiionul  limeatone,  some  of  which  iff 
loaded  with  fossils.  The  beds  through  which  the  nftf 
has  cut  its  channel,  and  which  appear  in  various  parts  <* 
of  the  neighboring  country,  vary  a  good  deal  in  their  eij»- 

*  Of  which  the  pemremits,  according  lo  Dr.  Trooit,  a  the  cl^*^ 
teristic  |pssil. 


APPENDIX— Jb  GdU»  Sf  SeaUm't  RegiOer, 


329 


Geological  Reconmtueance, 


[25th  Cqko.  Ist  Sess. 


tftllioe  structure,  and  in  their  organic  remains.    The  Cum- 
berland being  unusually  low,  I  had  a  favorable  opportunity 
of  examining  some  of  the  inferior  beds,  which  were  of  a 
dark  bluish  gray  color,  having  a  atructure  between  that  of 
primary  and  compact  limestone.     These  rocks  occasionally 
abound  with  nodules  of  siliceous  matter,  resembling  chert, 
black  outside,  grayish  within,  which  seems  to  have  been 
infiltrated  into  cuviiiea  once  containing  organic  matter. 
They  are  frequently  covered  wiih  iucoidal  strings,  and  nu- 
merous zoophytes,  of  which  the  characteristic  marks  are 
obliterated ;  have  rounded  surfaces,  from  aqueous  attrition, 
the  cilcareous  matter  having  been  rubbed  away,  and  the 
cherty  matter  left  in  relief,  as  I  have  frequently  observed 
on  the  rocks  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi.     Higher 
up  in  the  formation,  the  beds  contain  cavities,  in  which  or- 
gaoizcd  bodies  appear  to  have  been  imbedded,  and  many  of 
which  are  jiow  filled  by  interesting  accidental  minerals. 
Their  walls  are  generally  lined  with   carbonate  of  lime, 
upon   which  beautiful  crystals  of  strontiiin,  of  a  fine  sky 
blue  color,  with  intermediate  shades,  sulphate  of  barytes, 
fluate  of  lime,  fibrous  and  snowy  gypsum,  and  sulphuret 
o!  line  in  rare  crystals  upon  brown  spar,  areoAen  found: 
the  same  accidental  minerals  are  found  in  the  horizontal 
carboniferous  limestone  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  in 
other  localities.      This  limestone,    when  rubbed,    smells 
faintly,  like  bitumiuoua  limestone,  although  it   lies  much 
beneath  any  indications  of  bituminous  coal  which  have 
been  yet  observed.     In  the  banks  of ,  the  Cumberland,  Dr. 
Troost  pointed  out  to  me  a  conglomerate  bed  of  dead  shells, 
where  paiis  of  bivalves  seldom  occur.     The  organic  re- 
mains of  this  bed  are  generally  fractured,  and  often  much 
comjninuted.     It  lies  between  two  strata  of  compact  lime- 
stone, and  in   some   phces  is  fifteen  feet  thick,  whilst  in 
others  it  thins  olT  to  one  or  two  feet,  and  is  often  entirely 
wanting.     Abovo  all   these   beds  is  a  stratum  of  coarse 
granular  limestone,  covered  almost  entirely  with  strophom- 
ena  rugosa,  a  well  characterized  fossil. 

Harpcth  ridge  rises  much  above  the  level  of  Nashville, 
and  is  remarkable  for  containing  beds  of  a  greenish  color, 
derived  from  chloritic  matter,  as  well  as  a  bed  of  slaty  clay, 
very  bituminous,  with  reniform  ferruginous  masses.     An 
encrinital  bed  of  limestone  near  the  top,  alternating   with 
sandstone,  is  covered  with  an  argillaceous  sandstone.    The 
Tvhole  structure  of  this  ridge  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to 
the  country  described  in^  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long's  retnm 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains.*    I  have  recognised  these  beds 
in  many  distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  have  frequently 
fallen  in  with  the  same  stratum  of  bituminous  shale.     But 
aa  the  detaibi  of  the  geology  of  (his  part  of  Tennessee  will 
be  given  to  the  public  with  greut  6are  by  Dr.  Troost,  who 
has  made  himself  complete  master  of  them,  I  shall  proceed 
to   give  a  sketch  of  the  structure  of  this  great  deposite  of 
carboniferous  limestone,  as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  descent  of 
tho  Cumberland  river  from  the  falls  to  Nashville,  a  distance 
of  about  three  hundred  miles.     Tbiii  will  show  the  true 
relative  position  of  the. beds  of  this  great  formation  to  each 
other,  as  the  river,  in  its  course,  has  opened  them  all  up 
from   its  source  in  the  high  table  lands,  for  a  depth  of  at 
least  1,500  iVet,  to  where  the  Cumberland  enters  the  Ohio. 
The   true  place  of  the  bituminous  coal  beds  of  this  group 
m^ill   be  here  seen,   so  that  those  who  talte  the  trouble  to 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  distinct  mineral  and  fossil 
characters  of  each  bed,  and  tho  order  of  their  succession  to 
each  other,  can  always  form  an  accurate  judgment  whether 
any   particular  district  is  above  or  below  the  coal.     Tho 
upper  part  of  the  profile  section  now  to  be  described,  cor- 
responds in  so  many  important  particulars  to  those  charac- 
teristic beds  which,   in  Europe,  frequently  divide  the  coal 
measures  from  the  carboniferous  limestone,  that  I  have  not 

♦  Vide  James's  Account  of  Ix>ng'8  Kxi>editioQ,  vol.  2,  p.  150, "et  pas- 
sim. 
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hesitated  to  recognise  in  it  the  equivalent  of  the  formation 
called  millstone  grit  and  shale. 

The  Cumberland  at  the  falls,  in  Whitely  county.  Ken- 
tacky,  has  worn  its  way  through  a  quartzose  conglomerate, 
united  by  a  siliceous  and  argillaceous  cement,  to  the  depth 
of  at  least  five  hundred  fiaet,  and  continues  to  flow  over  it 
for  some  distance  beyond  the  falls.  Puisamg  its  way,  it 
next  cuts  through  a  bed  consisting  principally  of  sbale^ 
about  two  hundred  feet  thick,  in  which  are  three  horizontal 
good  veins  of  bituminous  coal,  each  from  three  and  a  half 
to  four  and  a  half  feet  thick.  The  river  runs  on  the  bottom 
of  this  bed  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
river.  The  banks  of  the  river  continue  to  expose  the  coal 
veins  until  seven  miles  below  Rock  Castle  river;  but  here 
the  Cumberland  has  cut  into  a  bed  of  compact  limestone, 
with  an  oolitic  structure  about  three  hundred  feet  thick :  to 
this  succeeds  a  series  of  horizontal  beds  about  two  hundred 
feet  thick,  which,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Indian  creek,  is  ex- 
posed in  the  banks,  together  with  a  seam  of  bituminous 
sha!e,  the  equivalent  of  that  at  Harpeth  ridge,  and  which 
is  here  twenty  feet  thick.  At  this  place  the  river  has  cut 
into  the  inferior  beds  of  limestone  which  are  found  at 
Nashville ;  these  may  be  estimated  at  about  three  hundred 
feet  thick  doTvn  U>  the  junction  of  the  Cumberiand  with  the 
Ohio.  At  Burkesville  the  river  has  worn  its  way  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  into  this  last  series  of  beds.  A 
perpendicular  section  of  these  rocks  would  appear  thus : 
Conglomerate  of  millstone  grit,  600 
Shale,  with  coal  veins,  - 
^Compact  limestone, 
J  Horiztmtal  beds,  ... 
"S  Bituminous  shale,  -  -  '  - 
I,  Lower  series  of  beds,      - 


Carbonifer- 
ous lime 
stone. 


1.520  feel.* 
During  my  late  tour  I  had  occasion  to  examine  the  bitu- 
minous coal  beds  in  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ; 
and  in  the  blufi*,  distant  about  seven  miles  east  from  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  a  fine  vein  about  eight  feet  thick  is  open- 
ed for  the  consumption  of  the  city.  This  blufi^  which  is 
near  one  hundred  feet  high,  is  the  termination  of  the  level 
of  the  prairies  of  Illinois  to  the  west,  and  bounds  a  rich, 
swampy  tract  of  land  formed  of  black  vegetable  matter — 
once  overflowed  by  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi— now 
called  the  American  bottom. f 

The  coal  in  the  bluff  opposite  St.  Louis  lies  between^ 
ledges  of  limestone,  in  a  perfectly  flat  seam,  measuring 
about  eight  feet  to  the  floor.  From  the  stratum  of  compact 
limestone  superincumbent  on  the  coal,  I  obtained  a  fine 
productus  and  a  terebratula ;  but  in  the  slat^  Aale  abov« 
the  coal,  which  is  loaded  with  sulphuret  of  iron,  I  could 
not  obtain  the  slightest  impresaioa  of  a  plant.  It  is  the  same 
with  the  coal  on  the  western  side  of  the  Misnssippi ;  nor 
does  any  part  of  that  extensive  carboniferous  country 
present  a  basin-like  appearance,  into  which  trees  or  plants 
could  have  been  washed,  or  in  which  aquatic  plants  could 
have  adequately  grown.  Many  who  are  led  by  practical 
oliservation  to  assign  a  subterranean  origin  to  the  extensive 
floors  Of  limestone  on  which  the  coal  reposes,  might,  also, 
probably  indulge  the  idea  that  these  coal  beds  may  have  had 
a  similar  origin,  fortified  as  it  is  by  the  existence  of  bitu- 
minous matter  in  the  beds  of  limestone,  and  by  many 
other  considerations  present  to  an  observer. 

Extensive  as  this  immense  field  is,  where  bituminous 
coal  is  found  deposited  in  so  many  places,  yet  it  by  no 
means  represents  the  geological  conditions  under  which 
bituminous  coal  is  deposited  In   other  parts  of   North 


« I  am  iodebied  for  thts  section  to  a  recoimolasance  made  by  M«ssri. 
Slansbury  and  Buily,  by  order  of  the  Topographical  Bureau.   # 

t  Thirty  miiei  south  of  St.  Louis  I  recrossed  the  Mississippi,  knd 
found  a  continuation  of  this  boUom  about  six  miles  brood,  ovpr  which 
I  walked  to  Ibe  l>luffli. 
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America.  In  the  granitic  trough  of  Virginia,  the  coal 
lies  amidst  shalen  and  loose  sandstones  of  a  micaceous 
character,  the  superincumbent  shales  affording  fine  speci- 
mens of  vegetable  impressions.  In  the  great  bituminous 
coal  measures  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  sepurated  from 
these  last  by  the  primary  and  easternmost  chain  of  the 
Allegluiny  mountains,*  the  coal  is  found  amidst  similar 
but  more  indurated  sandstones  and  shales,  high  up  in 
the  hills,  which  have  been  truncated  and  furrowed  out 
into  valleys,  so  that  the  continuity  of  the  veins  is  found 
without  difficulty  in  distant  isolated  hills. 

It  may  also  be  instructive  to  observe  here  that  the  east- 
ern coal-field  of  the  Southern  States,  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  in  Virginia  and  Alabama — in  the  former  of 
which  Slates  it  has  already  become  a  source  of  great  wealth, 
giving  constant  employment  to  locomotive  power  and  ship- 
ping—may reasonably  be  inferred  from  some  known  partial 
indications  to  be  continuous  between  those  points.  I  can 
confidently  assert,  from  personal  inspection,  that  there  is  a 
very  promising  line  of  continuity  l^tween  those  extreme 
points ;  and  that  bituminous  coal,  of  a  very  fine  quality, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  found  in  situations  where 
it  does  not  crop  out  on  the  surface.  As  an  evidence  of  the 
confidence  which  may  be  placed  in  geological  indication!*, 
I  consider  it  important  to  mention,  in  a  brief  manner,  a 
coal  mining  operation  now  conducting  in  Bngland — and 
which  had  just  been  commenced  during  a  visit  I  paid  that 
country  in  1826— upon  the  sole  ground  of  an  entire  confi- 
dence placed  in  geological  principles,  and  without  any  in- 
dication whatever  of  coal  cropping  out  on  the  surface.  A 
shaft  was  sunk  -at  Monkwearmouth,  near  Sunderland,  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  through  a  group  of  calcareous  rocks, 
which  were  supposed,  from  the  immutability  which  rocks 
are  believed  to  preserve  as  to  the  order  of  superposition  to 
each  other,  to  overlie  certain  coal  veins  existing  in  contig- 
uous parts  of  the  country.  The  shaft  was  sunk  344  feet 
beneath  the  surface  before  any  coal  was  found ;  they  then 
reached  a  small  seam  of  one  and  a  half  inches  in  thickness. 


♦  This  chain  of  primary  rocks,  which  traverses  Ihe  United  Stales 
from  their  northern  tMundary  to  the  western  lermioaiion  of  the  high- 
lands of  Alabama,  receives  various  designaiiuns  in  some  of  the  Siatos, 
which  occasions  some  confusion  in  the  matis,  and  consequently  to 
travellers.  The  true  structure  of  liie  geneml  series  of  the  Allegany 
chains  or  ridges,  which  are  numerous,  has  been  hitherto  misunder- 
stood, and,  having  t)een  occasionally  emt>arr«is8ed  when  conversing 
on  the  subject  in  the  country,  1  avail  inyself  of  this  opi^ortunity  to  coi^ 
nrect  this  misapprehension. 

The  primary  rocks  which  are  seen  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  occasion- 
ally covered  by  the  subcrekiceous  and  tertiary  beds,  extend  weal  into 
the  interior  until  they  terminate  in  the  chain  of  primary  rocks  above 
alluded  to^  which  coming  from  the  north-northeast— the  general  mine- 
ral directions  on  this  cnniinent— is  cut  through  at  West  Point,  in  tbe 
Slate  of  New  York,  by  the  Hudson  river,  and  passing  tlirouch  Pennsvl- 
vania  and  Maryland  into  Virginia,  is  there  called  ibe  Blueltldge,  from 
the  bluish  tint  which  is  reOecied  from  it.  Beyond  this  ridge,  to  the 
west,  the  numerous  ridges  and  outliers— the  must  conspicuous  or  which 
are  i)arallel— belong  to  the  transition  and  secondary  rocks.  These  have 
various  local  names;  but  the  most  importantof  these  sedimentary  ridges 
Is  one  called  the  AllMhany  mountain,  which  forms  the  eastnrii  boun- 
dary of  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Pocahontas,  and  Grecnbrir  r,  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  then  defleciing  more  to  the  east  wiih  irregular  flexures  for 
some  distance,  at  longih  butts  up  against  the  |)rinmry  chain  near  the 
southeast  corn«  r  of  the  county  of  Botetourt.  Here  the  primary  cliain 
divides  into  a  fork,  the  wesiernmoet  prong  of  which,  called  the  Iron 
mountain,  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  county  «>f  Graysiiii,  and 
the  eastern  prong  the  eastern  buunilary  of  the  same  county,  so  that  the 
county  of  Grayson,  and  the  new  county  of  Floyd,  lie  mainly  between 
the  two  prongs.  But  iho  country  people,  not  aware  of  the  difference 
between  sedimentary  and  primary  rocks,  suppose  the  easK^n  prons  to 
be  a  prolongation  of  the  sedimentary  ridge  called  ilie  Alleghany  moun- 
tain, and  give  it  that  name,  which  ohtains  in  many  of  the  inaj>s,  whilst 
they  call  the  western  prong,  or  Iron  mountain,  the  Blue  Kidge.  In 
one  sense  this  incorrect  designation  is  not  without  a  reason,  lor  this 
supposed  continuity  is  the  great  water  shed  of  the  whole  country,  the 
sedimentary  pan  throwing  down  some  of  the  waters  of  the  Kanawha 
river  to  the  west,  and  the  waieit  of  the  James  river  to  the  east,  whilst 
the  primarv  portion  sends  down  the  head  waters  of  New  river  to  the 
west,  and  tnose  of  the  Roanoke  to  the  east.  It  will  be  apparent,  I  think, 
to  every  geologist,  that  as  this  primary  chain  is  the  true  boundary  of 
the  sedimentary  rocks  lying  wf  si  of  n,  and  forms  so  important  a  ffea- 
ture  in  the  miuoral  structure  of  this  coiiutry,  it  should  receive  a  clear 
geological  desiflrnatk>n  ;  and  as  it  looks  ujjon  the  Atlantic  const  in  its 
whole  course,  I  shall  proiKwe  the  name  of  the  Atlantic  Primahy 
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This  occurred  in  1831,  after  encountering  incredible  diffi- 
culties in  stopping  an  influx  of  water  that  had  frequently 
ahnost  overpowered  them.  They  proceeded  to  a  depth  of 
one  thousand  feet,  when  it  became  necessary  to  invest  more 
capiul  in  pumps  of  greater  capacity,  and  this  without  meet- 
ing more  coal.  But  the  proprietors  had  con6denc6  in  their 
operations,  and,  amidst  the  loudly  expressed  doubu  of  many 
of  iheir  friends,  persevered  until,  at  a  depth  of  1,478  feet 
below  the  level  of  high-water  mark,  they  reached  a  very 
valuable  seam  of  fine  coal,  and  are  actually  now  carrying  | 

their  shaft  to  a  depth  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  feet, 
in  order  to  reach  a  vein  of  coal  long  worked  in  other  «!ua- 
tions,  and  which  they  are  confident  will  be  found  wiihtu 
that  depth.  This  vein,  when  reached,  will  repay  all  tbe 
outlay  of  capital,  and  become  a  source  of  great  wealth. 

In  whate%'er  manner  I  have  been  able  to  regard  the  car- 
boniferous series  of  rocks  in  the  United  State*,  however  | 
dissimilar  the  mineral  strijcture  of  its  beds  and  its  levels 
may  occasionally  be,  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  resist  tbe 
impression,  and  could  demonstrate,  if  this  were  the  proper 
occasion  to  do  so,  that  the  general  st'ucturc  of  the  series  is 
a  fail  equivalent  of  that  in  Europe,  and  has  probablj  bcea 
produced  by  the  same  causes. 

The  next  rocks  in  the  geological  series  are  those  which 
lie  immediately  above  the  coal  measures,  and  belong,  by 
common  consent,  to  the  secondary.  This  division  includes 
a  very  important  number  of  beds  which  have  never  been 
found  in  the  United  States ;  we  may  possess  tbe  equiva- 
lents of  some  of  them,  such  as  the  muscbelkalk  of  the  Ger- 
mans, and  the  red  lands  of  Devohshire :  further  investiga- 
tions will  probably  determine  that  point ;  but  the  geologi- 
cal investigations,  which  have  been  made  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, have  scarcely  left  us  any  ground  to  expect  thai 
any  of  the  members  of  what  is  called  «•  the  oolite  forma- 
tion," from  beneath  the  purbcck  beds  to  the  lias  inclusive, 
will  ever  be  found  on  this  side  of  that  river.  Perhaps  this 
cannot  be  asserted  with  equal  truth  of  that  group  of  rocks 
which  lies  between  the  coal  measures  and  the  lias.  This 
group,  usually  characterized  by  the  formation  called  new 
red  sandstone,  has  been  always  considered  an  important  | 
depository  of  gypsum,  as  well  as  the  source  from  whence 
salt  brines  have  bee«  derived  in  many  parts  of  the  eastern 
hemisphere.  The  brines  of  this  countr^r  are  derived  from 
so  many  sources,  that  this  group  is  by  ho  means  entitled 
to  be  considered  their  sole  geological  depository  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  mineral  waters  of  Saratoga,  in  the  S{ste 
of  New  York,  and  other  nlineral  waters  obtained  ai  Albany, 
in  that  State,  are  very  strongly  impregnated  with  muriate 
of  soda,  containing  upwards  of  sixty  parts  of  that  mineral, 
and  these  waters  rise  through  the  lower  slatea  which  repose 
upon  the  primitive  rocks.  The  salt  wells  of  KiKkiminetas, 
in  Ihe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  are  fed  from  beneath  the  car- 
boniferous limestone.  I  have  l»een  furnished  with  borings  ef- 
fected in  that  part  of  the  country,  which  ha\e  been  extend- 
ed to  about  seven  hundred  feel,  and  have  passed  through 
important  veins  of  bituminous  co&h  These  borings  ga%e 
the  following  vertical  section  : 

Feet.  Feel. 

Satidstone     -     -     -    20         Sandstone     -     -     -    50 

Coal 5         Coal   -----      5  to  6 

Limestone    -     -     -      3         Tiimeetone     -     -     -  100 
Sandstone     -     -     -  120         Sahferoua  rock  rest- 
Coal  -----      4  to  5      ing  on  limestone  -  300 

Limestone     -     -     -      3  

Sandstone     -     -     -    88  698 

Coal 2  == 

The  floor  of  the  valley  where  the  remarkable  salt  springs 
come  up,  near  Abingdon,  in  Washington  county,  Virginia, 
is  transition  limestone.  The  brine  is  so  strong  tbat  it  only 
liikes  twenty -four  gallons  of  water  to  make  one  bushel,  or 
fifty  pounds  of  pure  salt ;  great  quantities  of  sulphate  of  lioM 
come  up  with  the  brine.     Thi9  locality,  whether  in  reh- 
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tion  to  its  valaable  deposites  of  gypsum,  the  powerful  flow 
of  the  brine»  its  unlimited  quantity,  or  the  structure  of  the 
superficiftl  bed«,  is  more  interesting  than  any  one  of  its 
class  which  I  have  ever  seen.  I  could  name  other  locali- 
ties resembling  these.  On  the  other  hand,  the  salt  wells 
of  Snlina  arc  fed  from  a  deposite  of  a  marly  character,  which 
occasionally  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  some  members  of 
the  new  red  sandstone  group  of  Europe.  This  great  branch 
of  geology  has  hitherto  received  very  little  attention  in  this 
country. 

Of  the  superior  portion  of  the  secondary  rocks,  we  pos- 
sess  some  important  members.  The  upper  beds  of  the 
chalk  group  have  not  yet  been  seen  in  North  America,  at 
least  not  with  the  same  mineralogical  character,  nor  with 
seams  and  nodules  of  flint  similarly  disposed ;  but  many  of 
its  inferior  beds  are  found  in  a  very  irregular  and  ancient 
littoralline  from  about  40°  north  latitude,  in  New  Jersey — 
and  perhaps  about  41°  20',  underlying  the  tertiary  beds  of 
Martha's  Vineyard — to  the  thirty. second  degree  of  north 
latitude,  in  Alabama.  Pursuing  a  sinous  course  thence 
towards  the  northwest,  it  reappears  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  at  about  35°  40',  and  by  intermediate 
points  I  have  traced  it  to  33°  45'  in  Arkansas.  Further 
west  it  is  seen  near  the  Kiamesha,  and  at  various  points  up 
the  False  Washita,  to  the  eastern  limit  of  the  sandstones 
which  are  found  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains ;  thence  it  deflects  to  the  north,  and  runs  up  to  the 
Black  hills,  which,  compelling  its  course  east  of  north,  it 
crosses  the  Missouri  north  of  the  forty-third  degree,  and 
probably  terminates  south  of  the  Mandan  country,  between 
the  Black  hills  and  the  highlands  of  Coteau  de  Prairie.  In- 
dications of  this  ancient  shore,  which  appears  to  have  bad 
for  its  limit  that  general  water  level  of  the  sea  which  de- 
posited the  luwer  chalk  beds,  will,  no  doubt,  be  hereafter 
discovered  up  many  of  the  riv^.'s  of  this  continent.* 

Within  it  are  contained  both  the  lower  beds  of  the  chalk 
group  and  the  representatives  of  the  tertiary  group  which 
have  received  so  much  attention  in  Europe. 

From  the  examinations  I  made  when  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  from  the  details  which  were  given  me  of 
borings  for  fresh  water  through  the  calcareous  deposites  to  a 
depth  of  five  hundred  feet,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
trending  of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Atlantic  primary  chain, 
I  consider  it  as  most  probable  that  they  all  lie  upon  the 
primary  floor,  which  extends  to  the  ocean,  and  which 
shows  itself  at  the  falls  of  all  the  principal  streams. 

The  subcretaceous  beds  in  Alabama  extend  about  one 
hundred  miles  south  from  Pickens  county,  and  appear  to 
'  be  bounded  by  an  irregular  line  running  southeast  by  east 
to  the  fiilU  on  the  Coosa.  Above  this  line,  to  the  north, 
the  bituminous  coal  comes  in,  lying,  like  that  of  Virginia, 
on  the  primary  rocks.  The  tertiary  strata  are  found  south 
of  the  subcretaceous  area.  The  Alabama  'rivpr^  with  its 
iributaries,  the  Tombecbee,  the  Black  Warrior,  and  the 
Cabawba,  cuU  through  these  beds.  At  Prairie  Blufi*  the 
Alabama  has  laid  open  rich  deposites  of  the  subcretaceous 
slrata,  from  whence  I  brought  ammonites,  baculties,  turri- 
telia,  scaluria,  grypbca  convexa,  exngyra  costata,  and 
numerous  other  fossils  belonglji'r  to  these  beds.f  Further 
to  the  south  the  river  at  Fort  Claiborne  has  cut  through 
the  tertiary  strata.:^ 

If  the  mineral  character  of  these  beds,  from  their  occa- 
sional dissimilar  appearance,  could  raise  any  doubts  as  to 
their  equivalency,  the  decided  character  of  their  fossils 
would  certainly  remove  them.  The  agreement  of  the  fos- 
sils found  in  some  of  the  beds  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
with  those  of  the  green  sand  and  associate  beds  in  Europe, 

♦  Ipicked  up  two  or  three  valves  of  gryph«Ba  costaia  on  the  bsnki  of 
the  Onto  duffcig  ih«t  last  summer. 

t  Mr.  Conrad  has  penonallj  aaunlnad  the  AUhema  beds  with  his 
usual  itfdsineai. 

tTbe  fosslltof  these  \Mt  have  been  beautifully  fibred  by  Mr. 
^.ea,  in  his  "  Contrtbutioaa  to  Geology." 


when  considered  in  connexion  with  their  geological  posi- 
tion, can  leave  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  an  experienced 
geologist,  of  the  first  being  true  equivalents  of  the  last,  and 
this  was  announced  several  years  ago.* 

The  tertiary  strata  approaching  the  top  of  the  geological 
iSeries,  and  coming  so  near  to  the  present  order  of  nature, 
we  may  reasonably  expect  the  fossil  remains  contained  in 
them  to  be  more  or  less  specifically  allied  to  existing  shells. 
This  has  been  shown  te  be  extensively  the  case  in  Europe, 
by  Mr.  Lyellf  and  other  writers.  That  eminent  geologist 
has  divided  those  strata  into  periods  characterized  by  the 
proportion  of  recent  and  extinct  shells  found  in  the  same 
beds.  It  has  resulted  from  this  manner  of  investigating 
the  subject,  that,  in  the  beds  nearest  the  existing  order  of 
nature,  shells  now  living  are  found  mixed  in  the  greatest 
proportions  with  those  which  are  extinct;  and  that  in  the 
lowest  beds  of  the  tertiary  strata  the  proportions  are  nearly 
inverted,  showing  a  systsraatic  progression  of  specie^,  con- 
forming in  this  to  the  progression  of  organic  nature  in  the 
older  geological  formations.  The  tertiary  deposites  of  tbe 
Atlantic  States  are  very  numerous,  and  extend  far  to  the 
South.  Wherever  I  have  found  the  subcretaceous  beds,  I 
have  found  some  of  the  strata  of  the  tertiary.  I  fotfbd  the 
beds  of  Mr.  Lyell's  Eocene  period  in  various  paru  of  thp 
Territory  of  Arkansas ;  and  in  the  very  great  number  of  ter- 
tiary beds  which  I  have  seen  betwixt  the  Delaware  river'and 
that  Territory,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  the  equivalenU  of 
Mr.  Tiyeirs  periods  may  all  be  found.  From  some  of  these 
localities  I  have  collected  great  numbers  of  living  species, 
which  yet  partially  retain  a  fine  color.  The  Choptank  river, 
in  Talbot  county,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland;  the 
counties  of  Prince  Oeorge,  Charles,  and  St.  MaryV,  in 
Maryland ;  the  counties  of  Hanover,  York,  and  especially 
of  Prince  George,  in  Virginia,  present  admirable  localities 
for  those  who  are  disposed  to  examine  the  relative  age  of 
these  beds ;  indeed,  all  the  Southern  States,  and  censpicu* 
ously  that  of  Alabama,  present  an  extraordinary  field  for  in- 
quiries of  this  nature,  the  tertiary  strata  covering  a  prodigi- 
ous area  towards  the  Atlantic.  In  Prince  Qeorge,  Virginia, 
the  tertiary  strata  will  probably  be  found  to  rest  upon  the 
subcretaceous  beds ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  geologists  to  note, 
that  the  bituminous  coal  beds  of  Chesterfield  county,  which 
rest  upon  porphyitic  granite,  are  the  limit  of  these  calca- 
reous strata,  just  as  the  bituminous  coal  of  Alabama  is  the 
limit  of  the  subcretaceous  beds  in  that  State.  4^ 


•  Dr.  Morton,  In  his  instructive  Synopsis,  ststes  that "  Mr.  Vanuxem 
was  the  first  lo  detect  the  analog:/  between  this  deposite  (subcreta* 
ceous)  and  the  challc  formation  of  Europp."  These  gentlemen  flrtt 
drew  the  attention  of  geologists  to  the  true  position  of  the  beds  in 
New  Jersey,  and  to  their  probable  extension  to  the  South,  where  they 
have  since  been  found. 

t  Principles  of  Geology. 

X  Traces  of  this  ancient  littoral  line  are  usually  to  be  founu,  without 
much  difflcultr.  near  the  falls  of  the  rivers  1  d«vrae<1  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  1833  to  this  deroarcatioD,  and  found  it  to  describe  an  ir< 
regular  line  west  of  south  from  Maryland  into  Virginia.  The  t4>rUary 
beds,  where  no  fossils  appear,  may  always  be  recognised  by  heavy, 
wet,  darlc  grreen  looking  deposites,  sometimes  as  in  the  hill  at  Rich- 
mond, on  which  the  capitol  is  built,  and  near  Shirley,  on  James  river, 
containinif  Impreisinns  of  shells  only,  sometimes  spnrlEling  with  spi- 
cnU  of  sulphate  of  lime,  and  sometimes  loaded  with  fnssils,  as  at  Port 
Washington,  on  the  Potomac.  The  mineral  which  colors  these  beds 
is  a  compound  of  silex,  iron,  and  alkali,  and  is  the  same  as  that  which 
forms  an  important  part  of  tne  subcretaceous  t>eds,  and  occasioned  their 
being  named  by  the  European  geologisis  the  '•  Green  Sand  Formation." 
The  older  beds  may  generally  be  looked  for  at  the  western  edge  of  this 
line.  Lignite  occurs  venr  commonly.  I  saw  an  important  bed  of  It 
in  the  right  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  a  few  miles  from  Fredericks- 
burg, on  tbe  estate  of  Mr.  Sp<4tswoo(l,  lying  on  the  older  tertiary,  mx, 
Ruffin,  the  intelligent  editor  of  the  Farmers  Eeeister,  who  has  done  so 
much  to  direct  the  attention  of  his  brother  planters  to  the  value  of 
these  calcareous  deposites  in  agriculture,  took  me  during  that  summer 
lo  some  localities  on  James  river,  near  Cofq^in's  SSoint,  where  I  found 
the  equivalents  of  Mr.  Lyell'S  Eocene  perio<l,  and  from  which  1  en- 
riched my  cabinet  with  some  very  fine  foeslls.  The  saddle-shaped 
oyster  appeared  to  be  the  characterlstie  fossil  «of  these  beds.  In  the 
interior,  near  Mr.  Ruflfiin's  residence,  1  collected  a  great  variety  of 
shells  belonging  to  the  present  order  of  things,  manv  of  which,  though 
extremely  minute,  reuined  vivid  colors.  It  often  happens  that  par- 
ticular  specie*  are  aggregated  together  In  these  localities,  shvwiiic  that 
the  retreat  of  tha  ocean  has  been  eflbcted  without  breaking  upthelroeda. 
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But  these  beds  not  only  contain  proportional  mixtoiiBs  of 
living  ond  extinct  shellfl ;  species  are  found  in  them  which 
are  found  in  beds  of  the  baixie  age  in  Europe,  of  which,  I 
have  nu  doubt,  the  labors  of  Mr.  Conrad,  and  other  geolo- 
gists engaged  with  the  subject,  will  soon  produce  important 
lists.  This  might  be  expected  from  the  close  generic  affin- 
ities of  the  fossils  of  both  hemispheres.  * 

Having  had  personal  opportunities  of  examining  the 
beds  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  in  the  States  of  New 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Yirginin,  South  Oarolinu,  Alabama,  and 
Arkansas,  besides  having  seen  the  characteristic  fossils  of 
the  subcretaceoQs  beds  from  Tennessee,  and  from  localities 
•everal  hundred  miles  up  Red  river,  beyond  the  limits  of 
my  late  tour,  I  cannot  but  consider  them,  together  with 
their  fossil  contents,  as  establishing  a  most  satisfactory 
agreement  between  these  portions  of  tho  geological  series 
in  Europe  and  America ;  and  when  we  add  to  the  list  tho 
lignites,  and  the  equivalent  quadrupedal  and  Saurian  re- 
niains  found  in  both  countries,  it  may  be  asserted  that 
there  is  no  important  discordance  between  the  marine  an\3 
fossil  remains  of  their  contemporaneous  periods;  for  time 
will  pi^bably  diminish  the  list  of  non -equivalents  on  both 
sides.  Within  a  very  short  period,  the  eurypterus,  a  re- 
markable fo^il  crustaceous  animal,  discovered  some  years 
ago  in  the  United  States,  and  then  entirely  unknown  in 
Europe,  has  been  discovered  there. 

It  would  be  inconsistent  upon  this  occasion  to  enter  upon 
ftll  those  details  requisite  to  bear  me  out  completely  in  what 
I  have  advanced  of  the  agreement  of  the  European  and 
American  rocks,  and  which  I  must  defer  to  more  appropri- 
ate occasions.  That  opinion  was  communicated  by  me,  as 
far  bade  as  the  year  1828,  to  the  Geological  Society  of 
London.  To  those  who  are  interested  in  geological  re- 
sults, without  having  studied  the  science,  it  will  be  still 
more  satisfactory  to  know  that  this  constant  succession  in 
the  order  of  rocks,  in  respect  of  their  superposition  to  each 
oth6r,  is  invariable,  as  much  so  as  that  of  the  order  in 
which  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  stand  to  each  ofher ;  ao 
that  this  result,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  show  in  en- 
tering upon  this  sketch  of  the  principles  of  geology,  will  he 
apparent  to  them ;  that  the  study  of  the  structure  of  this 
globe  is  not  that  of  an  inchoate  mass,  the  parts  of  which 
were  thrown  together  at  random,  but  that  all  the  parts  of 
the  globe  which  have  been  geologically  examined,  have 
contributed  in  turns  to  establish  the  now  generally -received 
truth,  that  the  crust  of  the  earth  contains  a  series  of  rocks 
that  have  come  into  existence  in  regular  succession  to  each 
other  af^er  a  particular  and  apparent  design,  and  that  all  the 
principles  of  the  science,  as  they  aro  established  in  one 
country,  can  be  successfully  applied  in  every  other  coun- 
try, for  the  promotion  of  human  industry  and  prosperity.* 

I  now  proceed  to  the  results  of  my  late  tour. 

I  was  well  acquainted,  by  reputation,  with  the  \e^  de- 
positee in  the  State  of  Missouri,  though  1  had  not,  as  it 
turned  out,  any  accurate  idea  of  the  geological  structure  of 
the  country.  It  was  important  for  me  to  examine  them, 
as  they  were  situated  amidst  the  public  lands;  and  the 
southern  jrart  of  the  State  of  Missouri  being  conterminoue 
with  the  Territ  jry  of  Arkansas,  where  my  instructions  led 
me,  I  directed  my  course  to  the  northern  foot  of  the  high- 
lands which  extend  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  which  lie 
between  it  and  Red  river,  with  the  intention  of  passing 
down  them  from  S8^  80'  north  latitude,  to  their  southern 
slope  at  84^  north  latitude.  In  passing  through  the  Slates 
of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  I  had  observed  an 
tinusuAl  disposition  in  numerous  beds  of  carboniferous 
limestone  (some  of  which,  in  the  two  first  States,  contain 
sulphuret  of  lead,  encased  in  compact  sulphate  of  bary  tea) 
to  pass  into  siliceous  matter  not  only  were  the  fossils,  with 

♦  Dr.  Mon<»iln  hto  Srnopsjs,  has  publisbed  a  Itat,  corapfled  by  Mr. 
Coorwl  bimsoir,  of  liTin;  shells  «  common  to  the  Baropean  and  Amer. 
i€aa  coasts  of  the  AlUailc,"  coDsisting  of  twenty-four  species." 


few  exceptions,  all  converted  into  flint  or  chert,  but,  in 
some  instances,  the  beds  were  principally  made  up  of 
continuous  plates  of  siliceous  matter,  affer  the  manner  of 
the  chalk  flint  in  Europe.  I  subsequently  found  thiv  to  be 
very  much  the  caje  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Hcrculaneum  some  of  the  calcareous  beds  coniiit- 
ed  of  about  two-thirds  of  their  bulk  of  silcx. 

This  siliceous  character  in  the  rocks  disappears  to  the 
north,  and  is  not  seen  on  the  Missouri  piver.  Theliiae- 
stone  beds  which  I  examined  on  the  banks  of  thia  lait  rirer, 
and  in  adjacent  situations,  were  either  compact  or  argilU- 
ceous.  Being  desirous  of  re-examining  the  bedstthich 
the  Mississippi  has  cut  through  east  of  the  mining  district 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  I  recrosied  the  country  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Herculanenm  found  a 
great  part  of  the  calcareous  beds  contained  about  two-thirdi 
of  their  bulk  of  silex.  A  little  sooth  of  this  last  place,  and 
about  one  mile  north  of  the  Platiin  creek,  the  MisHsi)^ 
being  very  low,  I  observed  a  change  in  the  rocks.  A  bed 
of  quartzuse  sandstone,  which  can  only  be  observed  at  that 
stage  of  the  water,  and  which  is  covered  by  a  slight  riie  of 
the  river,  jutted  out  into  the  Mississippi.  For  some  dis- 
tance it  had  a  loose  granular  texldre,  consisting  of  quartz- 
ose  grains  held  together  without  (dement.  In  some  sitoa- 
tions  it  crumbled  between  the  fingers  into  sand,  hat  in 
others  it  was  sufficiently  indurated  to  make  a  strong  rod. 
The  beds  run  into  the  bluflf  above  it,  which  is  a  fetid  liot- 
stone,  of  a  sandy  character,  and  contains  sulphate  of  bar- 
ytes.  This  was  the  flrst  indication  I  found  of  an  approach 
to  iho  lead  districts.  The  character  of  the  limestone  bedi, 
as  they  are  seen  nearer  to  Iferculaneum,  is  altogether 
changed  here.  Instead  of  compact  limestone,  Tviih  regulat 
seams  and  blotches  of  cherty  matter,  I  had  suddenly  cook 
upon  an  extensive  deposite  of  siliceous  matter,  without  toy 
lime,  and  which  covered  tRe  tower  limestone  beds,  and 
with  calcareous  beds  superimposed  on  it,  cxtremelj  oii- 
ceous.  In  neither  of  these  depositee  did  I  ever  find  any 
organic  remains.  South  of  these  beds  thebanboftbe 
Mississippi  are  low,  and  a  valley  intervenes,  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  solid  contents  of  which  is  rendered  less  difficaH 
to  account  for,  by  the  want  of  tenacity  in  the  rocks.  Prom 
this  point  I  again  ascended  the  country  in  a  direct  weit 
course,  and  soon  got  upon  the  extensive  open  barrens,  with 
their  straggling  trees,  which  form  the  table  land  of  thit 
country,  and  which  are  constituted  by  the  calcareo-silicww 
fetid  beds  I  had  examined  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  which  repose  there  also  on  the  granular  sandstone,  m 
I  had  frequent  occasions  of  discovering  in  the  ravine  wd 
denuded  depressions  of  the  country.  In  one  of  then 
slopes,  which  was  well  uncovered  by  a  perennial  spring  of 
some  power,  I  saw  lithographic  stone,  of  a  very  good  qniJ- 
ity,  lying  amongst  sonfte  thin  beds  of  limestone.  Pnrsuini 
A  southwest  course,  I  found  the  country  broken  and  rolliofi 
the  heights  principally  constituted  of  sandstone,  with  li»«- 
stone  uniformly  underlying  it  in  the  ravines.  As  I »" 
vanced,  I  found  the  mineral  character  of  the  country  lesj 
simple,  the  rocks  very  much  diversiffed  with  accident 
minerals,  and  every  thing  announcing  a  roctalliferoflsdri- 
trict.  I  became  now  desirous  of  finding  some  natnrai  sec- 
tions that  would  assist  in  explaining  the  phenomena  «roai» 
me,  but  I  could  find  none,  and  could  bear  of  none,  so  tbat 
it  became  necessary  for  me  to  examine  the  localities  when 
mining  operations  were  conducted,  in  order,  by  an  erioJ- 
nation  of  the  subterranean  arrangement  of  the  metaHic  bedf 
to  form  some  estimate  of  their  direction  and  extention^^J- 
wards  those  ports  of  the  country  where  the  public  liMj 
lay.  I  accordingly  visited  the  most  ancient  "diggingr 
which  had  been  partially  carried  on  ever  since  the  FrenfJ 
had  had  possession  of  the  country,  but  I  foond  tbstw 
irr^alar  manner  in  which  those  diggings  bad  been  con- 
ducted almost  baffled  every  attempt  at  systemitic  inw** 
gadon.     The  sulphuret  of  lmd»  or  «<miiieial,"tf  i^* 
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called  in  the  lead  country,  has  been,  in  certain  localities, 
at  all  times  found  in  fragments  near  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head,  in  which  it  can  be 
picked  up  in  great  quantities  where  the  rain  has  washed 
the  soil,  to  masses  weighing  several  hundred  pounds. 
Smnciimes  piecoj  of  an  intervening  size  are  found,  which 
have  been  affected  by  attrition ;  but,  more  frequently,  the 
•* mineral"  preserves  its  angles  very  fresh,  as  it  might  be 
eipected  to  do  from  its  brittle  cubic  structure.  Various 
opinions  have  been  entertained  of  the  cause  of  so  singular 
a  distribution  of  this  mineral  substance  in  loose  pieces,  and 
occasionally  \n  such  great  quantities,  near  the  surface  of 
the  earth — a  circumstance  which  has  orcnsioned  the  whole 
adjacent  country  where  the  mineral  has  been  found,  to  be 
excavated  into  pits  from  six  to  twenty  feel  deep,  so  that  in 
the  localities  of  such  districts  it  would  be  impossible  to 
drive  any  carriage  by  daylight,  and  impracticable  to  ride 
securely  on  horseback  by  night.  The  disorder  in  which 
the  country  has  been  thus  thrown,  is  entirely  owing  to  ig- 
norance of  the  geological  structure  of  the  country,  and  the 
commonest  principles  of  mining,  and  is  much  to  be  regret- 
tad,  as  it  will  greatly  embarrass  future  eflbrls,  in  those  lo- 
calities, at  systematic  mining.  It  would  be  superfluous  to 
enter  into  any  mineralogical  detail  of  those  diggings,  or  to 
render  a  very  particular  account  of  any  of  them,  since  no- 
thing can  he  more  rude  than  the  attempts  at  collecting  ore 
which  they  exhibit.  In  particular  localities  immense  quan- 
tities of  sulphate  of  barytes,  or  <«tiff,"  as  it  is  named, 
masses  of  quartz  rock,  cellular,  and  occasionally  coated  with 
mam  miliary  crystals  of  great  brilliancy,  and,  in  other  in- 
stances, a  profusion  of  dark  red  clay,  are  thruwp  out  of  the 
diggings,  together  with  the  mineral. 

It  was  at  Mine  la  Moite  I  first  received  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  the  broken  up  mineral  I  had  seen  in  the  dig- 
gings had  been  occasioned  by 'an  accidental  derangement 
of  the  regular  structure  of  metallic  veins,  and  to  which  I 
had  always  attributed  these  appearances. 

The  country  around  presents  an  extensive  table  land, 
almost  denuded  of  timber,  through  which  a  few  slight 
streams  run,  which  are  used  to  wash  the  soil  taken  out  of 
the  shallow  diggings.  The  whole  surface  is  cut  out  into 
pits  of  various  sizes,  from  four  feet  diameter  to  some  ex- 
ceeding twenty  feet  square,  with  an  equivalent  depth. 
These  larger  areas  have  been  the  result  of  a  discovery 
gradually  made,  that  the  loose  fragments  near  the  surface, 
which  were  formerly  the  sole  object  uf  the  diggings,  were 
connected  with  mintral  imbedded  in  the  solid  rock. 
Hence,  largo  areas  have  been  opened,  without  much  rela- 
tion to  metho<l,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  half  an  acre, 
and  gunpowder  is  employed  to  blast  the  metalliferous  rock; 
so  that  mining  in  this  particular  district  is  became  precise- 
ly what  quarrying  is  every  where  else.  The  history  of 
these  diggings,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  sulphuret  of 
lead  is  ofteu  found,  is  as  follows :  The  streams  washing 
through  the  superficial  gravels  sometime  disclose  valuable 
depositee  of  the  ore.  Ail  venturers  follow  up  these  indica- 
tions wherever  found,  and  commence  their  diggings ;  when 
they  reach  a  depth  of  twelve  or  fifteen  feet,  (»r  as  soon  as 
it  becomes  inconvenient  to  throw  out  the  earth,  or  hoist 
out  the  mineral,  a  new  digging  is  commenced,  and  agoin 
abandoned  for  a  new  excavation.  Frequently  the  su- 
perficial soil  for  about  a  foot  will  be  red  earth,  mixed 
with  mammillary  quartz,  called  here  •«  mineral  blos- 
som," and  petro-siliccous  stones  ;  a  deposite  of  red  clay  of 
m  few  feet  is  then  generally  found,  resting  upon  a  bed  of 
gravel  and  flinty  pebbles,  in  which  the  lumps  and  frag- 
ments, including  extremely  small  pieces  of  ore,  are  found. 
Deposites  of  this  kind  do  not  differ,  in  any  particular  of 
mechanical  arrangement,  from  any  gravel  deposites  I  have 
seen,  especially  the  gravel  deposites  of  gold  in  the  South- 
ern States,  and  which  ar^,  without  exception,  the  detritus 
of  rocks  brought  into  these  superficial  beds  by  aqueous 


transportatioto.  Beneath  these  free  depositee  lies  the  real 
metallic  formation  of  the  country,  consisting  of  the  fetid 
calcareo-siliceous  rock  before  described,  frequently  so  much 
decomposed  aa  to  admit  of  being  shovelled  out,  and  trav- 
ersed by  horizontal  brands  of  bright  galena,  or  sulphuret 
of  lead,  sometimes  one  inch  thick,  and  frequently  a  foat 
thick.  In  other  situations,  the  ore  is  very  much  dissem- 
inated in  the  rock,  although  always  confined  in  a  vein  or 
bandliko  breadth,  of  different  dimensions.  Where  the  ore 
is  much  disseminated,  and  the  rock  is  speckled  with  me- 
tallic particles  for  a  great  breadth,  the  ore  is  usually  less 
productive,  yielding  about  forty  or  fill;  per  cent,  of  lead, 
when  the  compact  mineral  in  other  situations  yields  sixty- 
five  per  cent.  Upon  such  occasions  it  appears  to  contain 
an  excess  of  sulphur.  In  some  instances,  I  observed 
broad  veins  with  a  considerable  dip,  but  generally  the 
bands  of  ore  were  nearly  horizontal.  This  locality  appeare 
to  furnish  a  full  explanation  of  the  singular  manner  in 
which  the  ore  and  the  sulphate  of  barytes,  in  which  it  is 
often  shcathedy  have  come  into  that  free  and  broken  situa- 
tion in  which  they  are  found  in  the  superficial  deposites. 
I  olvscrved  veins  at  the  top  of  the  metalliferous  forrnation, 
and  beneath  the  superficial  deposites,  in  quaries  fifty  feet 
across,  and  twenty  leet  deep,  containing  fragments  of  ore 
of  various  sizes,  bright  and  sharp,  with  the  vein,  as  well 
as  that  part  of  the  rock  through  which  it  passed,  much 
shattered  and  dislocated,  the  back  of  the  vein  being  broken 
in  numerous  places,  and  the  contents  exhibiting  strong 
marks  of  sudden  violence.  Sometimes  the  galena  was 
rent  into  shivera,  sometimes  its  horizontal  sheet  was 
broken  up,  and  parts  of  the  bright  ore,  ten  inches  wide, 
left  standing  on  their  edges,  some  in  one  direction,  some 
in  another,  and  the  remainder  left  flat  in  its  old  place.  In 
some  places  the  phenomena  resemble  those  presented  in 
the  chalk  cliffs  near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  England,  where 
the  beds  are  upset,  and  the  seams  and  nodules  of  flint 
shiveretl.  This  is  not  the  case,  however,  with  all  the 
veins.  In  various  quarries  at  Mine  la  Motte,  especially 
those  which  go  by  the  name  of  Mine  la  Prairie,  where 
more  than  half  an  acre  of  ground  has  been  uncovered  to  a 
depth  of  twenty  feet,  the  sulphuret  of  lead  is  not  only  seen 
running  horizontally  in  hard  compact  veins  in  the  calcareo- 
siliceous  rock,  but  is  sometimes  disseminated  for  a  great 
extent,  in  specks  through  the  rock,  affording  to  the  eye 
sufficient  proof  that  the  stony  and  metallic  matter  was  de- 
posited at  the  same  time ;  for  if  either  of  them  were  ab- 
stracted, no  principle  of  adhesion  would  be  left  for  the  rc- 
muning  mineral :  occasionally  tho  rock  changes  its  char- 
acter, becoming  either  calcareous  or  siliceous  altogether, 
and,  indeed,  the  structure  differs  so  much  as  to  be  some- 
times hard,  sometimes  soft,  sometimes  granular,  some- 
times compact.  Sometimes  a  bed  of  sandstone,  three  feet 
thick,  will  lie  upon  a  seam  of  bright  mineral  six  inches  or 
a  foot  thick,  though  more  generally  it  is  much  thinner, 
and  lies  in  a  flat  plate.  ^I  have,  however,  seen  it  in  veins 
of  two  feet  thick.  The  deepest  digging  or  quarrying  I  ob- 
served at  this  place  did  not  exceed  twenty-five  feet ;  they 
had  not  yet  liegun  a  regular  system  of  sinking  shafts  and 
cutting  out  drifts,  but  no  doubt  this  wilt  soon  lie  done,  as 
both  the  public  and  private  lands  around  tho  whole  region 
of  Mine  la  Motte  are,  in  my  estimation,  underlaid  by  rich 
veins  of  galena,  that  descend  very  deep  towards  the  cen- 
tral parts  of  the  earth.  The  superficitil  indications  of  this 
mineral  are  uncning. 

On  the  approach  to  a  mineral  district,  numerous  locali- 
ties present  a  confused,  but  distinct  and  rather  unvarying 
character  of  crystallization.  Imperfect  nodules  of  siliceous 
matter,  masses  of  mammillary  quartz,  the  crystals  of  which 
are  often  superinduced  upon  chalcedonized  concentric  lay- 
ers with  an  agate  structure,  indications  of  sulphate  of  ba- 
rytes, with  small  fragments  of  sulphuret  of  lead  in  the 
rain  furrows,  betray  the  metalliferous  rodks :  these  ore  the 
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situations  which  are  chosen  to  commence  new  diggrings 
in,  and  with  invariable  success  as  far  as  respects  the  find- 
ing ore.  Dut  from  some  works  which  have  been  rec-ently 
constructed,  and  which  I  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
examining,  I  am  confident  a  thorough  reform  in  the  whole 
system  of  mining  in  that  interesting  country  is  about  to 
take  place,  and  that  it  will  henceforward  be  conducted  upon 
acknowledged  principles,  consistent  with  the  true  nature 
.of  metalliferous  veins,  and  that  economical  administration 
of  the  mines  which  will  enable  them  to  contribute  power- 
fully to  the  n  itional  resources. 

These  works,  which,  when  I  visited  them,  belonged  to 
Messrs.  TapUt  &.  Perry,  are  distant  four  or  five  miles  from 
VaUoe*s  mines,  and  about  twenty-five  miles  from  the  point 
where  I  observed  the  quartzoso  sagdstone  jut  out  into  the 
Mississippi.  They  are  situated  in  a  small  valley  at  the 
foot  of  a  ridge  of  calcareo-siliceoui  hills,  and  abound  in  the 
external  indications  I  have  before  described.  The  pro- 
prietorsy  disregarding  the  superficial  ores,  and  confiding  in 
the  metalliferous  nature  of  the  rock  formation,  had  Imldly 
sunk  u  shaft  in  imitation  of  some  practical  miners  from 
England,  on  the  other  side  of  the  hill,  and  had  been  re- 
warded with  the  most  perfect  success.  In  sinking  this 
shaft,  they  bad  come,  at  random,  at  a  depth  of  about  sixty 
feet  deep  through  decomposing  calcareo -siliceous  rock  upon 
a  vein  of  sulphuret  of  lead,  and,  going  down,  had  reached 
another  horizontal  vein  upwards  of  one  foot  thick,  and 
throwing  out  from  it  numerous  subordinate  veins  and 
threads,  into  all  of  which  they  had  cut  drifts,  wherever  the 
mineral  was  sufficiently  abundant.  They  had  sunk  this 
shad  to  a  depth  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  when 
I  was  there,  and  very  obligingly  let  me  down  into  it,  and 
gave  me  every  aid  and  facility  in  examining  their  works, 
which  enabled  me  to  obsejrve  the  very  curious  structure  of 
these  metalliferous  rocks,  and  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion 
of  the  geological  structure  of  all  this  remarkable  country. 

In  pursuing  the  main  horizontal  vein,  I  came,  in  suc- 
cession, to  a  great  number  of  cavities  or  pockets — analo- 
gous to  those  of  some  parts  of  the  gold  region  in  Virginia — 
in  the  calcareo -siliceous  rock,  of  various  sizes.  Some  of 
these  caves,  as  they  are  there  called,  are  not  more  than 
four  or  five  feet  across,  whilst  othervare  much  more  ex- 
tensive. I  examined  one  which  was  about  forty  feet  from 
tup  to  bottom,  and  about  thirty-five  feet  in  diameter.  The 
uniform  horizontaliiy  of  the  veins  would  keep  the  true 
nature  of  their  origin  in  great  obscurity  ;  but,  before  I  ro- 
ascended,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  what  they 
called  the  main  channel ^  which  proved  to  be  an  almost 
vertical  vein,  filled  witli  compact  galena,  and  about 
eighteen  inches  broad.  I  found  the  course  of  this  lode  to 
be  about  N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.,  with  an  inclination  of 
about  18^  ;  and  upon  examining  it  further,  and  reviewing 
what  I  had  seen  before,  I  had  no  longer  any  difficulty  in 
understanding  that  these  horizontal  veins,  and  their  sub- 
ordinate ones,  were  lateral  jets  from  the  main  lode,  after 
the  manner  that  Mr.  McCultoch  has  described  the 
structure  of  the  horizonlal  injections  of  trap  rock  into 
sandstone  at  Trotternish,  in  Scotland.*  Having  made 
these  observations  upon  the  direction  of  these  veins,  I 
commenced  an  examination  of  their  structure  more  in  de- 
tail, and  found  they  were  all  what  is  called  in  some  of 
the  mining  districts  of  England  wet  veins,  being,  with- 
out exception,  encased,  not  in  sulphate  or  barytes,  but  in 
pure  bright  red  argillaeeous  matter,  quite  wet  below,  and 
cutting  with  a  bright  waxy  face.  This  red  clay  accom- 
panies the  galena  wherever  it  goes,  always  including  it  as 
In  a  sheath,  and  carrying  along  with  it  sometimes  nodules 
of  quartz,  and  of  iron,  zinc,  and  galena,  which  last  com- 
pound is  called  by  the  miners  dn/  bones.  Every  one  of 
the  pockets  or  cavities  was  filled  with  this  red  clay,  even 
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the  large  one  T  mentioned ;  but  at  the  bottom  of  each  of  tKcm 
was  a  thick  bright  plate  aulphuret  of  lead,  that  seemed  to 
have  sunk  to  the  bottom  by  its  specific  gravity.  All  tbeae 
circumstances  seem  to  point  to  a  projection  of  this  metallic 
and  mineral  matter  from  below.*  At  these  mines,  when 
circumstances  are  favorable,  they  can  raise  and  briagtothe 
surface,  as  I  was  informed,  five  thousand  pounds  of  the 
mineral  a  day — a  quantity  that  could  be  easily  quadrupled 
if  the  demand  fur  the  metal  justified  it.  This  lalphoret 
yields  sixty -five  per  cent,  pure  lead  of  commerce.  I  bad 
occasion  to  observe,  in  numerous  instances,  that  the  inio- 
eral  indications  on  the  public  lands  were  quite  as  encour- 
aging as  at  the  established  mines ;  but  this  mineral  of  lead, 
to  judge  from  obvious  appearances,  exists  io  such  incoD- 
ceivable  profusion  in  the  metalliferous  region  of  the  south 
of  Missouri  and  the  north  of  Arkansas,  that,  like  the  iron 
of  which  I  am  about  to  apeak,  it  may  be  relied  od  for 
countless  ages. as  a  source  of  national  wealth,  and  an  in* 
terminable  supply  of  the  most  useful  metals. 

Having  completed  my  examinations  of  the  lead  mines,  I 
pursued  a  southerly  course,  with  the  intention  of  Tinting 
the  disuict  of  primitive  rocks,  as  it  had  been  deuribed  to 
me,  which  lies  on  about  the  same  parallel  with  the  heads 
of  the  Merrimack  river.     At  a  considerable  distance  I  per- 
ceived very  lofty  hills  of  a  diiierent  aspect  from  any  I  had 
yet  crossed,  and  having  an  abrupt  and  stony  ascent  The 
rocks  upon  the  slope  of  the  chain  are  for  a  considerable dia- 
tance  denuded,  and  present  a  well  defined  syenite.    The 
chain  at  a  disUnce  fippettrs  to  run  N.  E.  and  8.  W.,  bat, 
upon  crossing  it,  and  examining  it  inside,  it  deflected  into 
a  cr  atari -form,  reminding  me,  in  some  of  its  features,  of 
some  ancieAt  volcanoes  I  had  seen.     In  various  portions  of 
this  district  I  found  varieties  of  greenstone,  allernaiing 
with  some  horixontal  rocka  entirely  quartzose,  and  con- 
taining no  lime.     Upon  one  lofty  hill  of  syenite  I  found 
immense  breadths  of  this  siliceous  rock,  extremely  and 
ponderously  impregnated  with  iron  ;  and  at  a  distance  of 
abeut  a  mile  from  this,  the  iron  increasing  in  quanlitj  in 
the  intermediate  distance,  I  came  upon  one  of  the  rarest 
natural  metallic  spectacles   I  have   ever  seen.    Upon  * 
mound  sparingly  covered  with  trees,  I  observed  a  veinlila 
mass  of  submagnetic  iron,  and  having  a  bright  metallic 
fracture,  of  a  steel  gray  color.      This  vein  was  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  adjacent 
plain,  and  at  the  surface  had    the   appearance  of  bein; 
roughly  paved  with  black  pebbles  of  iron,  from  one  to 
twenty  pounds  weight ;  beneath  the  surface  it  appeared  to 
be  a  solid  mass.     I  measured  the  vein  from  cast  to  west 
full  five  hundred  feet,  and  I  traced  it  north  and  south  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  feet,  until  it  was  covered  «nUi  iw 
superficial  soil.      Unusual  as   is   the   magnitude  of  the 
superficial  cubiic  contents  of  thia  vein,  yet  it  most  be  in* 
siRuificant  to  the  subterranean  quantity.     This  extraordi- 
nary phenomenon  filled  me.with  admiration.     Herewii* 
single  locality  of  iron  offering  all  the  resources  of  Sweden, 
and  of  which  it  was  impossible   to  estimate  the  value  by 
any  other  terms  than  those  adequate  to  all  a  nation's  vants-t 
Upon  a  more  minute  investigation  of  the  country,  I  'oom 
other  similar  metallic  beds,  though  not  of  an  equal  extent, 
and  all  upon  the  public  lands. 

This  syenitic  chain  comes  up  through  the  calcar«>-*"'' 
ceous  beds  of  the  country,  extends  for  several  mile-s  •"d 
staiuls  separatetl  from  all  other  intrusive  rocks,  a«  f«r  *^J} 
investigations  permitted  me  to  observe :  some  parts  of  u 
are  traversed  by  veins  of  trap,  none,  which  came  under  Q»J 
observation,  exceeding  a  breadth  of  two  inches.  At  pre- 
sent, I  am  disposed  to  believe  Xhat  it  is  an  independent 


♦  During  ihe  eruplion  off  Sicily,  In  1832,  when  the  ^'^^^*°^Ji*i 
was  formM,  the  agitated  ocean  was  filled  for  several  weein  vitnit" 

t  li  yields  about  sUty-flve  per  cent,  of  fine  Iron,  tool  Is  Wnd  »*'* 
weld  easily,  which  I  aiu-lbute  lo  an  excess  of  sulphur 
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niMf  or  iBtruBive  matter,  which  has  been  erapted  in  the 
most  remote  periods,  and  I  leave  it  to  future  philosophical 
obaenFers  to  decide  whether  it  is  cotemporaneouft  with  the 
injection  of  the  metallic  veins  which  I  have  described.  It 
is  highly  probable  that  the  shattered  yeins  which  have  been 
before  spoken  of,  and  their  parts  left  in  diflKrent  positions 
on  their  edges,  have  been  rendered  so  by  accidents  pos- 
terior to  their  origin.  The  proximate  causeedo  not  require 
to  be  looked  for  at  a  great  distance ;  the  neighboring  intrusive 
masses  of  syenite  Announce  subterranean  operations  of  great 
magnitude  to  have  been  at  some  period  at  work,  and  we 
have  evidence  th^t  the  adjacent  country  is  occasionally  sub- 
jected to  volcanic  action,  perhaps  attended  with  electric 
power  of  great  extent,  from  the  violent  concussions  to 
which  it  was  subjected  in  1812,  when  New  Madrid  and  iU 
vicinity,  and  the  neighboring  country  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, were  so  agitated.  Upon  that  oecasion,  extensive 
districts  were  raised  and  depressed,  old  lakes  were  choked 
up,  and  new  ones  formed.  New  Madrid  is  not  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  these  shattered  veins  :  the  influence  of  the 
earthquake  of  181 S  wos  felt  in  their  vicinity ;  and  we  can 
easily  conceive  of  an  electric  force  passing  through  these 
veins  at  some  other  period,  and  bringing  them  into  the  dis- 
rupted aitaation  in  which  we  now  6od  them. 

As  I  advanced  to  the  south,  the  country  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  being  still  more  pregnant  with  metallic  matter ;  it 
became  very  hilly,  the  elevations  at  various  points  exceed- 
ing perhaps  two  thousand  feet  from  the  level  of  the  sea. 
It  was  a  succession  of  loi%y  hills  and  deep  glens,  of  an  arid, 
petro-siliceous  character.  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  no- 
dules of  flint  and  hornstone,  masses  of  mammillary  quartz 
and  siliceous  gravels,  with  not  unfrequent  traces  of  copper. 
Quartzose  and  siliceous  matter  seemed  to  have  universal 
dominion  ;  and  so  incoherent  and  anomalous  were  the 
mineral  appearances  occasionally,  that  if  I  had  not  traced 
the  formations  from  the  Mississippi,  end  kept  a  steady  eye 
upon  them,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  snspcct 
that  I  was  walking  over  the  equivalents  of  the  carbonifer- 
ous limeatone.  Yet  this  was  the  fact ;  for,  on  descending 
into  some  uf  the  deep  glens,  where  there  was  a  prospect  of 
finding  the  rocks  denuded,  it  often  occurred  to  me  to  find 
regularly  stratified  beds  of  limestone  and  quartzose  sand- 
stone underlying  amorphous  masses  of  petro-siiiceous  mat- 
ter; whilst  mammillary  quartz,  nodules  of  opaque  flint  in 
concentric  circles,  and  compact  sulphate  of  barytes,  were 
strewed  around,  with  fragments  of  sulphuret  of  lead  pro- 
fusely lying  about  where  furrows  had  been  made  by  the 
rain.  I  crossed  some  lofty  bills  of  massive  dark  reddish 
greenstone,  lying  in  a  course  about  southwest  from  the 
syenitlc  chain.  On  the  flanks  of  some  of  those  hills  I 
found  other  extensive  depositee  of  submagnetic  iron,  and 
frequently  oxide  of  manganese,  which  the  hunters  calf 
black  tin.  Zinc  also  is  not  uncommonly  mot  with  ;  and 
nothing  is  more  general,  especially  in  the  fluviatile  deposites 
near  the  streams,  than  profuse  quantities  of  bog-ore  and 
red  oxide  of  iron.*  This  is  especially  the  case  with  the 
deposites  of  the  river  iSt.  Francis  and  iu  tributaries. 

It  would  be  but  to  repeat  these  incidents,  to  detail,  in  a 
minute  manner,  my  progress  to  White  river,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas.  The  country  presents  a  continual  change 
of  level,  a  never-ending  succession  of  hills  and  valleys. 
From  a  remarkable  eminence  in  Wayne,  the  most  southern 
county  in  the  8iate  of  Missouri,  I  enjoyed  a  singularly 
aplendid  view ;  numerous  lofry  ridges  were  seen  running 
parallel  to  each  other  to  the  north  and  northwest.  That 
upon  which  I  stood,  could  not  fall  far  short  of  three  thou- 
sand feet  from  the  level  of  the  ocean,  was  not  more  than 
one  hundred  feet  broad,  and  had  a  semicircular  form,  which 
imparted  a  crater-like  appearance  to  the  deep  and  gloomy 
glen  beneath.    This  was  as  savage  as  the  wildest  nature 


*»  T  have  beard,  from  gixnl  aulhoritj,  that  cobaU  has  fieen  found  in 
3Iissouri. 


could  make  it,  and  possessed  a  fearful,  yet  attractive  char- 
acter. The  extent  and  grandeur  of  the  view,  the  silence 
and  solitude  of  the  scene,  wore  impressive ;  no  birds  were 
present,  and  it  was  uninhabited  by  wild  beasts,  for  the 
country  was  of  such  an  arid,  siliceous  nature,  that  there 
was  neither  water  nor  herbage,  both  necessary  to  the  small- 
er animals,  which  are  the  immediate  motives  that  lead  the 
rapacious  ones  to  prowl  about. 

The  summits  of  all  these  ridges  have  the  petro-siiiceous 
character  before  described,  and  the  calcereous  beds  are  very 
commonly  found  in  the  ravines;  occasiooally,  however, 
some  of  the  regular  beds  sre  quartzose ;  and  upon  one  oc- 
casion I  found  the  oolitic  bec^s  of  the  carboniferous  lime- 
stone, which  I  had  recognised  in  the  Cumberland  mountain 
near  Sparta,  in  Tennessee,  and  subsequently  in  Ken- 
tucky, tntirtly  nlicificdy  with  the'ovula  unimpaired  by  the 
change— 4  fact  in  geology  as  important  as  it  is  rare,  since 
it  shows  the  influence  which  siliceous  solutions  have  had  at 
some  remote  period,  not  only  upon  organic  remaini*,  but 
upon  the  calcareous  rocks  in  which  they  are  imbedded. 
From  the  preceding  geological  circumstances  of  the  paral- 
lelism of  these  petro-filiceous  ridges,  and  the  almost  uni- 
form presentation  of  the  calcareous  beds  in  the  valleys,  I 
am  led  to  class  these  valleys  amongst  those  which  have  been 
called  valleys  of  denttdation,  considering  the  country  to 
have  been  at  one  time  continuous  as  to  elevation,  and  that 
the  valleys  have  been  scooped  out  by  the  agency  of  waters, 
at  some  period  when  the  ocean  has  retreated  from  this  part  of 
the  country— -an  operation  to  which  I  have  for  a  long  time 
been  led  to  attribute  the  peculiar  structure  of  some  of  the 
Alleghany  ridges. 

Afrer  leaving  the  waters  of  the  8t  Francis,  I  had  to 
cross  those  streams  whicJ)  are  tributary  to  Big  Black  river — 
streams  of  great  beauty,  all  rising  in  a  siliceous  country, 
and  so  extremely  transparent  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
take  the  fine  fish  they  contain,  at  their  greatest  depths,  by 
daylight.  These  streams  all  run  through  alluvial  bottoms 
of  various  dimensions  and  of  great  fertility ;  but  at  their 
confluence  with  Big  Black  river,  an  immense  breadth  of 
alluvial  soil  commences,  which  extends  southeast  to  the 
Mississippi,  enclosing  vast  swamps  of  deciduous  cypress, 
but,  with  these,  extensive  rich  bottoms  of  land  eminently 
fitted  for  the  culture  of  cotton  and  maize,  and  capable  of 
sustaining  a  great  population.  These  public  lands,  which, 
for  a  great  extent  of  country^  are  sul  ject  to  inundation 
from  the  back  water  of  the  large  streams,  could— -as  far  as 
the  information  I  received  from  persons  acquainted  with 
their  situation  is  a  warrant  for  my  opinion — l>e  in  a  great 
measure  reclaimed  by  constructing  levies  at  particular 
points.  A'  present,  owing  to  their  liability  to  inundation, 
they  are  only  known  to  the  hunter  who  frequents  the  geo- 
graphical line  which  separates  Missouri  from  Arksnsaf, 
east  of  Big  Black  river,  where  herds  of  bufllalo  and  elk 
stilt  roam.  Whilst  I  was  in  that  neighborhood,  T  repeat- 
edly heard  of  the  buflfalo,  and  saw  the  hide  of  a  large  elk 
which  had  been  shot  out  of  a  herd  by  a  hunter  the  day  l>e- 
fore.  These  are  supposed  to  be  the  only  remains  of  the 
bnfTalo  and  elk,  which  have  lingered  near  the  Mississippi, 
in  a  district  where  man  has  not  yet  permanently  occupied 
the  country. 

SSome  oi  the  tril>utaries  of  Big  Black  river,  such  as  the 
Currant  and  Eleven  point  rivers,  which  disemlH)gue  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  rise  far  to  the  west,  in  the  high 
petro-siiiceous  elevations  before  described.  The  foUowing 
fact,  as  illustrative  of  the  econopiy  of  nature,  is  interesting, 
and  was  so  consant  in  its  occurrence  that  at  length  I  came 
to  confide  in  it  as  a  geological  indication.  Wherever  those 
streams,  towards  their  heads,  had  paaeed  over  nothing  but 
siliceous  minerals,  and  where  calcareous  matter  was  com- 
paratively scarce,  I  found  that  those  varieties  of  the  fresh 
water  shells  belonging  to  the  genus  unio,  which  have  been 
considered  by  some  very  zealous  conchotogists  as  distinct 
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apeciea,  were  all  wanting,  except  a  few,  which  Gonformed 
in  their  external  appearance  to  those  simple  types  found  in 
the  Atlantic  streams  of  the  United  States;  those,  for  in- 
stance, which  are  found  in  the  Schuylkill,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  Rappahannock,  in  Virginia.  Whereas,  where 
those  streams  had  penetrated  deeply  into  the  bills,  amongst 
.  the  calcareous  beds,  or  had  risen  almost  amongst  the  cal- 
careous beds  at  the  eastern  slopings  of  the  highlands,  as 
the  Strawberry  river  doea^  I  found  a  very  great  number  of 
those  beautiful  varieties  which  abound  in  the  Cumberland 
and  Ohio  rivers,  and  most  of  the  streams  running  through 
the  carboniferous  limestone  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Alleghany  rlJges.* 

In  descending  the  southern  slopes  ol  these  petro-silice^ 
ous  highlands,  I  came  upon  the  valley  of  White  river,  in 
Arkansas,  which  in  some  places  is  very  broad,  and  cuts 
those  highlands  into  two  distinct  portions.  This  stream, 
which  is  very  little  known  in  the  Atlantic  States,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  and  beautiful  rivers  in  the  United 
States.  It  takes  its  rise  in  the  western  edge  of  that  eleva- 
ted  country  which  has  recotved  the  designation  of  Osark 
mountains,  and,  receiving  several  important  tributaries, 
aoRie  of  which  take  their  rise  north  of  the  thirty-seventh 
degree  of  north  latitude,  pursues  its  course  lor  seven  or 
eight  hundred  miles  ot  serpentine  windings  to  its  mouth, 
south  of  the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  north  latitude,  water- 
ing that  fine  agricultural  country,  amongst  the  roost  charm- 
ing portions  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  which  is  com- 
prehended in  the  county  of  Washington,  and,  pursuing  a 
general  easterly  course  to  its  great  tributary,  Big  Black 
river,  near  which,  having  reached  the  confines  of  the  high- 
lands, it  defiecU  to  the  south  to  mingle  its  waters  with  the 
Mississippi.  This  latter  portion  of  its  course  lies  through 
the  richest  alluvial  lands,  with  excellent  steam  navigation 
the  whole  distance  from  its  mouth  to  that  of  Big  Black 
river,  and  showing  an  evident  practicability  of  l^eing  made 
navigable  still  further  towards  its  sources,  two  hundred 
mile^  to  the  westward.  Big  Blsck  river  itself  might  he 
made  navigable  for  a  great  distance,  and  without  much 
expense :  if  the  willows  and  aquatic  shrubbery,  which  im- 
pend over  iu  banks  in  thoi^e  parts  where  it  is  narrow, 
were  only  removed,  it  would  lie  perfectly  accessible  to 
steamboats.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  these  ob- 
servations, because  simple  improvements  of  this  kind 
would  lead  navigation  into  tho  vicinity  ol  those  invaluable 
mineral  depoeites  which  I  have  before  described,  and 
which,  until  something  is  done  of  this  kind,  must  remain 
inactive,  together  with  many  other  mineral  subatancos 
both  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  especiiiliy  marbles  and 
stones  of  construction. 

Having  traversed  the  valley  of  White  river,  I  again 
ascended  the  formations  I  had  been  so  long  upon,  and 
with  tho  same  indications  wherever  I  wont.  Here  again  I 
found  the  horiaontal  limesUme,  overlaid  by  quartzose  sand- 
stone and  petro-siliceous  knolls,  but  always  without  or- 
ganic remains;  it  would  almost  seem  that  the  waters, 
which  deposited  these  beds,  were  too  hot  to  admit  of  ani- 
mal life.f  Having  crt>ased  Little  Red  river,  onoofthe 
tributaries  of  White  river,  and  the  sourco  and  direction  of 
which  are  south  of  this  last,  and  proceeded  some  distance 
south,  I  perceived  a  coming  change  in  the  geological  for- 
mations.    The  sandstone  became  exceedingly  ferruginous; 

•I  cou8i<ler  this  remarkal.le  fact  deacrvinc  tlio  aiiomion  of  tboso 
phi1o*>phic«l  coxicholuciflts  who  iHstfnculsh  the  present  period  by  so 
much  zeal  and  talent ;  for  certain  H  is,  that  to  a  mind  not  indoctrinated 
in  the  inyiiery  of  specie  inalcingi  it  appears  probabl-'  lltat  thn  external 
arrangement  of  atrstaceous  covoring,  which  is  so  nuirh  rplied  on  as 
H  )>asis  f  »r  eatablishirjf  a  species  in  the  place  of  a  variety,  niay,  in  a 
very  great  number  of  cases,  be  due  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  cal- 
careous matler. 

1 1  think  sufficient  conshlemtion  has  not  been  dvcn  to  the  probable 
prevalence  of  mineral  solutions  from  below  of  a  high  temperauire,  at 
unce  the  source  ofthene  immense  horisuntal  de)>onitPS|  ano  i^lhe  pro- 
«li!r,ii)nof  impiral  pUnw,  .ni  that  rarly period. 


and  from  an  eminence  about  fortjr  miles  from  the  AiiiiMii 
river,   I  had  a  grand  view  of  a  perfectly  flat  wildernMi^ 
about  ten  miles  broad,  terminated  by  lofty  ridgea  nmQio| 
east  and  west     There  was  not  a  patch  wiij^  the  hoii- 
zontal  bounds  that  indicated  a  settlement;  nothing  but  a 
dense  forest,  containing,  as  I  had  been  informed,  and  m  I 
afterwards  found,  no  water,  except  a  few  putrid  pools  in 
the  bottoms  of  the  bayous.     In  this  grand  picture  of  ths 
wildest  American  scenery,  there  was  nothing  to  bnsk  (^ 
comprehensive  and  uniform  woody  character,  but  an  im- 
mense  conflagration  that  was  rsging  in  the  distance,  in  mj 
line  of  advance,  and  from  which  rose  a  dense  volome  of 
smoke.     Fires  of  this  kind  are  often  occasioned  by  the  ia- 
advertence  of  hunters,  and  sometimes  purposely  to  drive 
game  in  particular  directions.     I  had  often  psiced  ihroog^ 
many  miles  of  fired  land,  where  the  smoke  not  only  ob- 
scured every  thing  around,  but  where  it  was  a  painful  ef- 
fort to  resist  the  inconvenience  it  occasioned.    On  eiui- 
cating   myself  from  this  arid  plain,  I  reached  aridgevith 
an  elevation  of  about  70°,  and  here  I  perceived  the  geolo- 
gical formations  were  changed  s  the  rocks  had  becoioa 
highly  inclined ;  the  sandstone  had  become  roach  intermix- 
ed with  narrow  seams  of  quartz,  which  was  not  compid, 
but  consisted  of  fibrous  bundles  of  imper&ct  cryaiah  cioN- 
ly  wedged  in  upon  one  another.     Subsequently,  pursobg 
a  southerly  direction,  I  crossed,  within  a  distance  of  eigbt 
miles,  four  abrupt  ridges,  running  east  and  west,  coniisl- 
ing  of  highly  inclined  reddish  ferruginous  sandstone,  in- 
tersected by  seams  of  quartz ;  and,  examining  lbs  couniiy 
around  with  greater  diligence,  I  found  that  the  aaoditoDs 
rested  upon  grauwacke  slate.     I  bad  many  oppoitnoiun, 
during  the  remaining '  part  of  my  progress  to  the  banks  i 
the  Arkansas,  to  verify  this  observation,  and  to  satisfy  dt- 
self  that  I  was  upon  the  true  equivalent  ofthsoldied 
sandstone  and  grauwacke  of  English  geologists.    In^»- 
rious  situations  I  found  the  ohl  red  sandstone  formation  ex* 
ceedingly  broken  up,  and  the  fragments  piled  op,  as  it 
were,  in  great  masses.     There  are  some  singular  inatanoei 
of  this  within  three  miles  of  Little  Rock,  on  the  north  ude 
of  the  Arkansas  river. 

The  advance  to  Little  Rock,  in  this  direction,  is  ovei 
two  miles  of  alluvial  soil,  perfectly  flat,  and  the  eitrcioei; 
steep  bank  of  the  river,  during  low  water,  shows  on  tha 
north  side  no  rocky  .structure  whatever ;  but  on  the  aonth 
side  the  grauwacke  slate  crops  out  very  boldly  on  the  bank, 
and,  being  the  first  stony  substance  met  with  sacendioi 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  nver,  has  given  iia  naiae 
of  Little  Rock  to  t];ke  present  ^eat  of  Government  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas. 

The  grauwacke  slate  here  ia  highly  inclined,  and  dipping 
8.  E.  is  traversed  by  very  broad  bands  of  quartz;  no  red 
ftaiidstone  is  superimposed  upon  it  at  the  river,  bat  at  a 
very  limited  locality  on  the  IBank  I  found  a  calcareous  da- 
deposite  containing  marine  foasil  ahclls  belonging  to  (i|« 
tertiary  beds.*  Three  miles  weal  from  Little  Rock,  ibia 
deposiu  reappears  in  considerable  quantities,  and  is  qoat- 
ried  for  the  purpose  of  making  lime.  A  few  miles  didsul 
from  the  acat  of  Government,  the  old  red  sandstone  is  al- 
most replaced  by  quartz,  especially  to  the  northwest,  ia 
the  direction  of  the  Great  Mammelle  river.  At  a  distance 
of  five  miles  from  the  town,  the  ridges  of  old  red  sandstone 
occur  again,  running  about  east  and  west.  The  Mun- 
mclle  mountain,  distant  about  eighteen  miles  from  Uttk 
Kock,  is  an  outlier  of  the  same  formatiou :  the  southwest 
aspect  of  this  cone  is  very  imposing,  and  bears  a  strong 
resemblance  to  a  pyramid ;  on  approa^ing  it,  the  whole  fa- 
cade presented  a  lofty  mural  escarpment,  about  seven  haa- 
dred  feet  ahove  the  level  of  Arkanaaa  river,  according  to 
the  computation  I  was  able  to  make,  with  a  broad  talus  at 
the  bottom.     The  southwest  edge  of  this  pyramid  showed 

*  Oslres,  lurriielai  cslyptrea,  cerilliium,  &c. 
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the  truncat«d  beds  of  the  roek,  ■Unding  at  an  eleTation  of 
76°,  and  in  some  places  they  were  vertical.     From  the 
lommii  of  thie  mound  there  is  a  surpriaingly  beautiful 
view  of  the  sunroanding  country ;  whereyer  the  siliceous 
ridges  are,  pine  timber  exclusively  prevails,  and  where  the 
river  inundates  the  low  lands,  there  the  deciduous  trees 
betray  the  inroads  it  makes.     Immense  quantities  of  rich 
iind  Will  be  here  reclaimed  when  the  system  of  making 
lev^  is  iottodnced.     I  also  visited  some  isolated  high- 
lands on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ;  one  named  Crys- 
tal hiil  had  been  pointed  out  as  interesting  to  a  mineralo- 
gist, and  some  persons  at  various  periods  had  pretended  to 
work  there  upon  a  silver  mine.     Crystal  hill  is  a  mere 
OQtlier  of  old  red  sandstone,  much  inclined,  and  based 
opon  grauwacke  shale  and  slate.     The  slate  near  the  river 
ii  occasionally  very  much  diversified  by  strong  ferruginous 
bands,  and  at  very  low  water  shows  a  good  deal  of  sulphu- 
.ret  of  iron.     These  miner«ls  present  appearances  which 
have  deceived  some  sanguine  peritons,  some  of  whom  I  met 
with,  urgently  desirous  of  being  correctly  informed  on  this 
labjeet.     After  I  had  completed  my  examinations  of  the 
Territory,   snd  arrived  at  Little  Rock  on  my  return,  I 
thought  it  a  point  of  duly  to  warn  them  against  wasting 
their  means  in  a  pursuit,  of  the  probable  advantages  of 
which  they  were  not  competent  judges,  and  respecting  the 
prosecQtion  of  which  they  were  unable  to  determine  where 
they  QQgbt  to  begin,  and  where  they  ought  to  desist ;  and 
I  stated  to  them,  what  I  here  repeat,  4hat  I  had  never  seen, 
in  any  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  the  least  in- 
dication of  the  precious  metals,  apart  from  a  very  small 
portion  of  silver  contained  in  the  snlphuiet  ef  lead.     Nor, 
indeed,  did  I  ever  find  in  the  transition  rocks  of  thb  part 
of  the  country  any  fossil  except  a  new  species  of  petremite 
in  the  old  red  sandstone  near  the  Mammelle. 

Having  made  such  examinations  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Little  Rwk  as  my  opportunities  admitted  of,  1  directed  my 
course  west,  towards  the  hot  springs  of  Washita.     On 
le  Jiving  the  town,  I  soon  got  once  more  upon  the  old  red 
sandstone,  reposing  on  the  grauwacke,  and  indeed  never 
le-ft  it,  with  one  exception,  until  I  drew  nigh  to^e  J«ittie 
Missouri  river,  south  of  34^  north  latitude.     I   crossed  a 
soiall  stream,  called  the  Fourche,  which  runs  into  the  Ar- 
kansas, and  the  heads  of  other  streams  said  to  run  into 
bayou  Bartholomew,  though  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  accu- 
racy  of  this  last  fact,  which  I  had  from  report.     This  is  a 
stream  that  will  be  of  importance  hereafter  to  the  settlers 
la  that  part  of  Arkansas,  as  it  is  very  long,  may  easily  be 
made   navigable,  and  passes  through  the  fertile  county  of 
Chicot,  whence  it  disembogues  finally  into  the  Waahita 
river,  in  the  kkate  of  Loubiana.     Where  I  crossed  theso 
streams — and  I  add  the  Saline  river,  another  important 
trbutary  of  the  Washita,   which  I  croased  twenty-eight 
miles  from  Little  Rock — ^I  invariably  found,  upon  a  mi- 
nute investigation  of  their  beds,  the  aame  tertiary  deposits 
of  marine  shells*  which  I  had  seen  at  Little  Rock.     In 
^  the  bed  of  the  Saline,  I  found,  at  a  depth  of  not  more  than  a 
foot  uniler  the  surface,  a  regular  calcareous  rock,  enclosing 
immense  quantities  of  oyster  shells,  the  rocky  part  being 
evidently  formed  from  the  broken  down  exuvie  of  marine 
animals,  disintegrated  in  long  periods  of  time.     The  set- 
tlers in  the  neighborhood,  whose  chimneys  were  built  of 
mud,  which  had  to  be  replaced  annually,  were  extremely 
well  pleased  with  the  discovery  ef  a.  mineral  ao  useful  to 
them  for  domestic  purposes. f     At  thirty-five  miles  from 
Little  Rock,  the  country  is  covered  with  ferruginous  con- 
glomerate of  the  old  red  sandstone.     Wherever  this  latter 
rock  is  found,  the  pine4  prevails,  as  is  usually  the  case  in 
siliceous  countries ;  but,  about  forty-eight  miles  fpm  Lit- 

*  Of  the  Eocene  period  uf  Mr.  Lyell. ' 

t  These  depositee  evidenily  belong  to  the  period  when  the  andeni 
littoral  shore  was  wmihed  hy  the  ocean, 
^inus  AoMndis,  Mich. 
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tie  Rock,  I  observed  an  approaching  change  in  the  timber, 
the  pine  having  entirely  disappeared,  and  being  replaced 
by  deciduous  trees. 

Where  this  change  commenced,  I  found  a  total  change 
of  mineral  structure;  the  old  red  sandstone  had  given 
place  to  an  ancient  greenstone,  containing  great  quantities 
of  crystallized  hornblende.  The  rocks  rose  here  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  having  reached  the  top,  I  aaw 
I  was  upon  the  brim  of  what — ^in  the  western  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, near  the  Clinch  mountain,  where  I  have  seen  sst- 
eral,  as  well  as  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sequatchee  valley, 
in  Tennessee — ia  called  a  cove :  this  cove,  which  Is  net 
quite  circular,  but  rather  affecting  the  form  of  a  gourd,  has 
an  anterior  basin,  which  slopes  pleasingly  down,  and  eon- 
tains,  probably,  one  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  very 
excellent  (»oil.  In  various  parts  of  the  bottom,  I  found 
large  masses  of  decomposing  felspar,  studded  with  black 
tourmalines,  some  of  which  were  in  long  prisms,  whilst 
others  formed  a  stellated  figure  of  beautifully  delicate  aclcu- 
lar  rays.  Some  of  the  felspatbic  rocks  were  filled  with 
amorphous  masses  of  white  sulphuret  of  iron,  believed  by 
many  persons  to  be  silver.  In  other  parte  of  the  cove  I 
found  masses  of  coarse  grained  syenite,  consisting  of  red 
felspar,  hornblende,  mica,  and  some  quartz.  But  what 
will  always  give  celebrity  to  this  remarkable  locality,  now 
called  Magnet  cove,  is  the  magnetic*  iron  ^hich  abonnda 
there.  There  is  an  extensive  mound  of  it  covered  with 
pebbles  of  magnetic  iron,  from  an  ounce  to  four  pounds 
weight.  From  some  examinations  I  made  by  digging,  I 
am  certain  these  loose  pebbles,  like  those  of  the  vein  of 
iron  in  Missouri,  overlie  masses  of  the  metal  of  prodigious 
extent.  Some  of  the  specimens  I  obtained  possess  a  sur- 
prising magnetic  power ;  and  such  is  th^  infiuence  of  the 
mass  in  place,  that  Colonel  Conway,  the  surveyor  gener- 
al, informed  me  he  had  been  unable  to  survey  the  countr}^, 
as  the  needle  will  not  traverse  on  approaching  this  locali- 
ty. From  a  careful  examination  of  the  different  portions 
of  this  most  interesting  cove,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  whole  structure  of  this  elevation,  as  far  as  its  exterior 
as  well  as  its  interior  slopes  were  concerned,  was  an  old 
gnreenstone  belonging  to  the  intrusive  rocks,  and  occupy- 
ing, for  a  limited  space,  a  place  amidst  the  old  red  sand- 
stone; that,  as  far  as  the  greenstone  extends,  all  the 
trees  are  deciduous,  and  without  ita  limit  all  the  trees  are 
CTergreena  and  pines.  It  is  impossible  to  look  at  this 
quasi-circular  brim,  and  the  cove  below,  and  take  into  con- 
aideration,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  minerals  and  metals 
found  there,  without  being  impressed  with  the  opinion  that 
it  is  the  result  of  a  very  remote  volcanic  action,  and  is^ 
perhaps,  one  of  those  extremely  ancient  craters  that  may 
have  preceded  thoae  of  which  basalt  and  lava  are  the  pro- 
ducts. 

The  distance  from  Magnet  cove  to  the  Hot  Springs  of 
the  Washita  ia  about  sixteen  miles,  keeping  always  upon 
the  old  red  sandstone,  and  no  change  in  the  mineral,  ex- 
cept one  vein  of  greenstone,  with  small  plates  of  brown 
mica,  which  crops  out  at  about  half  the  distance.  At  length, 
neaiing  a  considerable  ridge,  and  turning  into  a  small  val- 
ley about  fifty  yards  broad,  I  saw,  from  the  appearance  of 
things,  that  I  had  reached  the  Hot  Springs  of  the  Washita, 
so  great  an  object  of  curiosity  to  men  of  science,  and  so 
little  known  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

This  valley,  which  runs  about  north  and  south,  and  di- 
vides two  lufty  ridges  of  old  red  sandstone,  extends  about 
eight  hundred  yards,  and  then  deflects  to  the  west  At 
the 'foot  of  the  eastern  ridge,  which  is  about  five  hundred 
feet  high,  flows  a  lively  stream,  which  rises  in  the  hills  to 
the  northeast:  this  ridge  has,  towards  the  top,  a  dense 
growth  of  pine  and  oak  trees,  amongst  which  are  atrewed 
fragmenta  of  the  rock,  often  very  ferruginous,  and  pieces 
of  a  strong  band  of  ironstone,  which  traverses  the  ridge  in 
the  direction  of  N.  N.  E.  and  a  8.  W.,  and  dipping  8. 
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£.  with  the  faDdstone,  at  an  angle  of  about  455*.  There 
U  al:*o  some  cenglomerate  on  this  hill,  held  together  by 
ferruginous  cement.  The  stream,  for  a  cousidersble  dis- 
tance, runs  upon  the  grauwacke  slate,  upon  which  the 
tandstone  re»ts.  I  had  entered  the  valley  but  a  short  disr- 
tance  before  I  saw,  on  the  flank  of  the  east  rii^gc,  a  rock  of 
a  totally  different  character  from  that  constituting  the  ridge, 
impending,  like  a  curtain,  down  to  the  stream,  and  I  at 
once  recognised  it  for  a  tavertin  deposited  by  the  mineral 
waters.  The  curtain,  with  some  intervals,  extends  along 
the  stream  for  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  slope  of 
the  ridge,  presenting  sometimes  abniptescarpmentsof  from 
fifteen  to  twenty- five  feet,  and  at  other  times  showing  itself 
in  points  and  coves  advancing  into  and  receding  from  .the 
stream.  This  travertin  extends  back  east  from  the  stream 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  leaning  upon  the  accliv- 
ity of  the  old  red  sandstone,  to  where  several  powerful 
springs  ajre  now  situated.  Some  of  the  springs  rise  in  the 
bed  of  the  stream ;  one  very  fine  spring  rises  in  its  west 
bank,  and  numerous  others,  of  which  perhaps  thirty  rather 
copious  ones  are  found  at  various  heights  on  the  ridge, 
vising  through  the  old  red  sandstone  rock.  Of  springs  of 
feebler  force  there  are  a  great  many.  Sometimes  one  or 
more  of  these  are  said  to  disappear,  and  it  is  certain  that 
new  ones  are  frequently  breaking  out.  Some  of  them  is- 
sue from  the  rock  at  an  elevation  of  at  least  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  valley,  where  the  present  log  cabins  are  built, 
and  where  a  flourishing  village  will  no  doubt  exist  ere 
long.  A  more  beautiful  and  singularly  convenient  situa- 
tion for  a  town  cannot  be  imagined ;  for,  by  the  aid  of  the 
simplest  frames  to  support  spouts,  the  hot  water  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  houi^es  in  great  profusion,  for  baths  and 
medical  purposes,  as  well  as  for  domestic  uses.  Upon  re- 
peated trials  with  my  register  therm ometer$,  I  found  the 
water  of  some  of  t^ie  principal  springs  to  be  146^  of  Fah- 
renheit, ai)d  I  never  found  it  higher,  although  I  »houkl  not 
doubt  that,  during  very  dry  weather,  when  the  mineral 
springs  were  not  attenuated  by  the  atmospheric  waters, 
they  would  mark  a  few  degrevs  more.  But,  during  my 
stay,  I  alwaya  found  the  water  hot  enough  to  make  my  tea 
without  any  further  boiling,  as  well  as  to  wash  my  clothes. 
Indeed,  in  this  locality,  the  hot  water  is  so  abundant  that  I 
found  it  often  troublesome  to  procure  that  which  was  sold, 
for  the  Hot  Springs  occupying  a  breadth  equal  to  four  hun* 
dred  yards  of  the  bsse  of  the  ridge,  all  the  hot  water  was 
discharged  into  the  creek,  which  in  many  parts  wss  of  a 
temperature  just  fitted  for  a  warm  bath ;  and  what  further 
assists  to  keep  up  its  temperature,  is  the  great  number  of 
hot  springs  rising  through  the  slate  at  th^  bottom  of  the 
brook;  this  can  be  seen  at  almast  a  hundred  places;  and 
although  the  water  does  not  scald  the  hand  there,  atili,  up- 
on insinuating  my  fingers  a  few  inches  below  the  ground 
fkt  the  edge  of  the  stream,  I  was  obliged  to  retire  them  in- 
stantly, having  more  than  once  burnt  them  in  that  way.  If 
this  stream  were  turned,  it  is  incredible  the  qusntity  of 
water  of  a  temperature  perhaps  always  equal  to  146®  Fah- 
renheit, which  might  be  obtained.  During  the  summer 
droughts,  when  the  stream  is  low,  no  fish  are  ever  seen  in 
it,  the  water  being  too  hot;  but  when  the  season  arrives 
for  the  cold  waters  to  enter  the  stream  in  considerable 
quantities,  then  trout,  perch,  and  other  fish,  are  taken  in 
all  parts  of  it.  I  was  told,  however,  that  at  other  portions 
of  the  summer,  when  the  whole  volume  of  the  stream  was 
not  so  much  heated,  the  fish  would  sometimes  come  up  the 
brook  in  those  parts  where  no  springs  came  through  the 
slate,  but  always  swam  at  a  particular  depth ;  when  crumbs 
of  bread  were  dropped  into  them,  they  rose  to  them,  but 
stopped  when  they  reached  the  stratum  of  hot  water,  which, 
being  rarefied,  was  ai  the  top.  Frogs  and  snakes,  when 
fiirced  into  the  hot  water,  or  falling  in  inadvertantly,  im- 
mediately  atretch  themselves  oat  and  die.  These  mineral 
hot  waters,  except  one  or  two  of  the  sprittgsy  which  urn 


slight  cbalybeatee,  are  tasteless,  having  not  the  Inst  nUnt 
trace.     A  person  totally  unacquainted  with  Bslneralogj, 
and  not  aware  of  any  difference  between  travertino  and  old 
red  sandstone,,  might  suppose  the  mineral  structure  of  lU 
the  rocks  to  be  homogeneous,  and  that  the  waters,  not  dif- 
fering in  their  taste  from  ordinary  warm  water,  were  with- 
out any  mineral  constituent,  as  the  hut  waters  ot  the  Wuh- 
ita  have  been  reported  to  be ;  but  these  immenss  depotitct 
of  carbonate  of  lime  attest  the  contrary.   On  diggtog  tbovt 
twenty-five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  brook,  I  wentibroDgh 
a  foot  of  the  carbonate,  with  traces  of  sulphate  of  lime,  tod 
then  through  a  dark  red  ozide^  with  reniform  muies  of 
nodular  iron,  with  botroidal  faces.     The  sulphate  was  d^ 
posited  in  layers  in  acicular  form.     I  then  came  to  masKs 
of  feiruginous  sandstone  belonging  to  the  ridge.    Thcsa 
seemed  to  have  been  loose,  and  to  have  been  recementrd  by 
the  deposites  from  the  water,  which  had  filled  op  all  their 
interstices.    I  took  out  one  large  mass  of  iron,  the  valUof 
which  were,  in  some  places,  two  and  a  half  inchea  thick, 
of  rich  hematite  ore,  the  inside  of  the  nodule  coDtaioiog 
gypspm  and  a  deep  red  oxide.     These  masses  tlmoai led 
me  to  suppose  that  they  bad  been  deposited  by  the  iprioga, 
and  that  the  iron  had  thus  been  aggregated  by  molecohi 
attraction.     It  is  not  improbable  that  the  fcmiginoDs  mat- 
ter has  been  carried  to  them,  during  the  immense  perioda 
of  time  which  have  elapsed  since  these  springs  lint  ap- 
peared, by  atmospheric  waters  trickling  amidst  theferra- 
gincius  materials  of  the  ridge;  the  iron  certainly  eppnra  to 
be  aecidentally  there.      I  obeerved,  also,  that  where  theie 
great  quantities  of  the  oxide  of  iron  were,  it  waaeridenta 
stream  of  hot  water  had  passed  for  a  long  period  of  time, 
and  beneath  the  superincumbent  deposite  of  carbonate  of 
lime,  which,  as  thc^ie  hot  watera  have  ftequentiy  chaDged 
their  direction,  might  very  well  be.     I  perceifw)  one  con- 
siderable underground  stream  of  hot  water  issuing  frcm  a 
cavity  near  the  bank  of  the  brook,  and,  upon  eiimininj 
it,  found  the  process  going  on,  iron  depositing  ontheaidfi, 
and  soft  seams  of  aulphate  of  lime  already  establiabea. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  would  not  pronounce  any  of 
those  waters  to  be  natural  chalybeates.     It  is  probable  ihit 
a  great  many  mineral  waters  acquire  some  of  their  proper- 
ties in  transitu,     f  have  supposed  this  to  be  the  case  ia 
some  sulphuretted  springs  I  have  seen,  that  rise  through 
beds  of  slate  and  coal,  loaded  with  sulphoret  ofiros,  much 
of  which  may  reasonably  be  thought,  at  particnlar  deptbi, 
to  be  in  a  state  of  decompoeitton.     For  the  carboitatfof 
lime  contained  in  these  hot  waters,  we  may  infer  adlftr- 
ent  origin ;  nor  can  we  consistently  aivign  to  the  prodigioM 
quantity  of  caloric  which  has  probably  for  such  '\imtv» 
periods  of  time  raised  the  temperature  of  these  springii,  asj 
source  short  of  those  depths  from  whence  the  introsiw 
rocks,  the  veins  of  iron,  and   various  other  mineral  pb^ 
nomena  of  the  vicinity,  have  sprung. 

These  thermal  waters  rise  in  a  very  limpid  state,  lotn 
soon  as  they  get  into  motion,  and  their  parts  become  a- 
posed  to  the  atmosphere,  a  mineral  deposite  commenca, 
attaching  itself  to  dead  leaves,  to  sticks,  to  any  thing  that 
serves  for  a  point  of  adhesion ;  upon  this  deposite  a  hriiiiaot 
green  enamelled  looking  substance  presents  itself,  wbidi 
increases  and  thickens,  in  favorable  situations,  until  itiaka 
the  thickness  of  half  an  inch.  When  this  can  be  detacbaJ 
from  the  calcareous  matter  it  covers,  it  has  a  ritretvgebii* 
nous  appearance,  somewhat  of  the  consiaten<7  of  thw* 
glairy  substances  produced  in  stagnant  water  in  ^7  hot 
weather.  As  long  as  the  w^jer  runs  over  it,  it  continM» 
to  thicken  and  look  green ;  but  when  the  deposite  hn  dam* 
med  up  the  course  of  the  water,  and  another  course  is  Avtt- 
ed,  which  is  constantly  doin|r»  then  this  green  substanWi 
being  forsaken  by  the  water,  dries  up,  and  crisps  on  tw 
surface  of  the  grohnd,  like  dead  lichens.  This  dead  itof 
I  examined  with  a  powerful  glass,  and  found  that  it  «tt  * 
mineral  substance  of  a  whitish  gray  <^lor ;  on  the  QOd^ 
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fide  it  praB6iT«d  still  a  desdish  gnm  appMrtace.     In  the 
coane  of  time  it  nodergoM  a  cbtnge,  and  changes  to  a 
deep  black  calcareoas  mould,  on.  the  surface  of  which  I 
fonpd,  as^ifl  frequently  done  io  decompoaiiig  travartins,  an 
immense  number  i>f  individaiis  of  various  species  of  helix. 
From  many  othar  curious  details  respecting  this  mineral 
sobstsnce,  which  appears'to..have  some  affinity  with  the 
constituency  of  some  prairies  I  'afterwards  visited  in  the 
vicinity  oi  Ked  river,  1  must  refer  to  those  more  detailed 
oftservations  that  will  more  appropria  aly  form*  part  of  the 
labor  of  some  future  leisure  houn,  when  some  experiments 
whieh  I  have  to  institute  shall  be  matured.     And  in  rela- 
tion to  an  analysis  of  the  mineral  contents  of  the  hot  wa- 
ters of  the  Washita,  it  was  always  my  intention  to  have 
attempted  one,  after  the  bent  methods  my  very  limited  ct- 
perience  in  operations  of  that  kind  permitted  ;  and  I  had, 
on  my  departure  from  the  Atlantic  States,  provided  myself 
with  such  apparatus  and  reogents  as  would  have  enabled 
me  lx>  produce  some  proximate  results :  but,  upon  leaving 
St.  Jjoois,  Missouri,  perceiving  it  was  niore  than  doutful 
whether  I  should  get  my  lugt^age  through  the  mountains, 
and  ft  speedy  opportunity,  as  I  thought,  preeentin?  itself,  i 
sent  it  by  water  to  the  mouth  of  White  river,  and  it  had 
not  reached  Ijittle  Rock  when  I  left  that  place  for  the  Hot 
Springs.     I  was,  tliercfure,  compelled  to  content  myself 
with  some  simple  examinations  of  the  waters,  and  with 
potting  up  carefully  some  bottles  of  them,  in  order,  on  my 
return,  to  submit  them  to  the  analysis  of  seme  distinguish- 
ed chemistay  better  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  thoso  inter- 
ested in  the  result  than. I -claim  to  be:  which  analysis  I 
hope  ere  Jong,  to  he  able  to  .s^te,  with  the  authority  of  the 
name  of  the  analysts.'*    /i'hat  these  waterp  annually  per- 
form very  admiiaMe  cures  of  chronic  complaints  incident 
to  southern  rlimate%  is  wdl  known  there  i  and  that  their 
efficacy,  and  the  beauty  and  aalabrity  of  the  country,  will 
soon  cause  the  place  to 'he  resorted  to  from  far  and  near,  as 
soon  as  proper  accommodations  for  visitess  can  be  prepared, 
is  very  obvious.     They  seem  providehtiaily  placed  there 
for  the  uae  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  low  lands  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Red  river,  and  their  value  deserves  to  lie  made  ex« 
tensively  known. 

About  three  miles  northeast  from  the  Hot  Springs  the 
country  is  mountainous  and  broken,  consisting  of  cones 
and  ridgea  from  three  hundred  tn  five  hundred  feet  atwve 
the  streams,  which  meander  in  very  narrow  bottoms.  If, 
in  Afiasouri  and  the  north  parts  of 'Arkansas,  I  had  ob* 
eerved  the  singular  propenaity  to  sobsituts  ailiceooa  for 
calcareons  matter,  here  I  found  the  ferroginous  hills  of  okl 
T9d  sandstone,  sometimes  consisting  of  aoUd  masses  of  flint, 
at  other  times  of  a  beaotifuliiovaculite^  and  again  ol' fer- 
ruginous-aandstone,  with  heavy  veins  of  iron  passing 
through  them,  asd  imparting  a  chalybeate  character  to 
niHny  apringti .  isaoing  from  their  slopes.  .  These  hills  con- 
tain tliat  lienutiful  mineral  substance  called  the  Washita 
oiUtonc,  which  is  sometimes  well  exposed  in  small  vertical 
lay  era,  and  which  adhere  so  tenaciously  to  each  other  that, 
on  account  of  their  remarkable  brittleness,  they  aie  sepa- 
rated with  much  difficulty.  It  is  not  easy,  for  this  reason, 
to  obtain  good  specimene  of  it.  The  curious  gradations  of 
thit*  siliceous  mattir,  in  .tho.  forms  of  bid  red  sandstone, 
flint,  novaculile,  hornstonc,  and  quartzose  rock,  aro  sur> 
prising.  For  many  miles  these  lofky  hills  present  a  suc- 
cesHion  of  these  minerals,  in  various  forms.  In  some  parts 
rock  crystal  abounds  in  great  profusion,  and  of  a  jsrood 
transparency  and  large  dimensions :  beautiful  crystals  of 
quartz,  of  a  large  size,  are  also  found,  wuh  double  termina- 
tions, and  not  unusually  of  a  -l»right  topaz  yellow  color. 
But  the  most  remarkaiile  mineral  T  saw  was  the  novaculite, 
or   oilstone,  a  siliceous  stone  of  a  pearly  bomi-transparent 

*  Ths  jtasoous  vdume  ia  insignificant,  azoip  ami  a  trace  of  cnrbonic 
acid  ;  ihe  s  >lk1  cootenis  are  c-iritonate  of  liiiir,  carboiiaie  of  irixi,  and 
a  traco  of  sulphate  of  lime. 


nature,  presenting  singularly  smooth  natural  faces,  and  ot- 
casionally  tinged,  in  a  very  pleasing  manner,  with  melaIKe 
solutions.  Lofty  hills  are  found  there,  composed  entirely 
of  this  material.  On  one  of  these  I  saw  several  large  pit#, 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  deep,  and  as  many  in  diameter,  tv- 
semhiing  inverted  cones,  the  insid^s  of  which  were  covered 
with  broken  chips  of  this  beautiful  mineral,  aome  whit^, 
some  red,-  some  carmine,  some  blue,  some  quite  opalescent. 
In  and  near  these  -pit^  round  and  long  masses  were  scatter- 
ed abont,  of  a  bard  greenstone  I  had  found  in  place  eighteen 
miles  disUnt,  and  none  of  them  too  large  f<nr  the  hand. 
They  were,  undoubtedly,  Indian  tools,  and  these  were  the 
quarries  from  whence  the  Indians  had  fdrmerl^  obtained 
the  materials  they  used  for  their  arrow  heads,,  and  other 
weapons  of  offence.  1  found  no  arrow  heads  there^  ^how- 
ever,  but  subsequently  on  many  of  the  alluvial  banks  pf  the 
atreani's  in  the  country  around,  amidst  the  circular  holies 
and  moundfi,  where  their  now  fallen  mud  cabins  formerly 
Blood,  prodigious  quantities  of  chips  of  the  same  mineral, 
and  of  broken  arrow  heads  also,  were  strewed  around  ;  from 
whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  resorted  to  the  moun- 
tains for  pieces  of  tho  mineral,  and  carried  it  to  their,  village 
to  fabricate.  Although  it  is  true  that  no  flints  have  y«t 
been  found  in  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  chalk  formation, 
yet^  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  inexhaustible  quantities  of 
flint  are  -to  .be  obtained,  of  the  best  quality,  and  from  the 
most  accessible  situations. 

During  my  stay  here,  I  endeavored  in  vain  to  procdre  a 
guide  to  cross  the  country  with  me  to  Cantonment  Tow- 
son,  on  Red  river,  opposite  the  confines  of  the  Mexican 
territory;  in  this  direction,  except  for  a  short  distance, 
there  is  not  even  a  bridle  path ;  all  roads  tei^inate  here, 
and  the  passes  are  only  known  to  the  hunters ;  but  heavy 
rains  had  iM  in,  and  the  mpuntain  atreama  were  excessive- 
iy  swollen ;  the  hunters,  too,  were  avenie  to  bresk  off  from 
their  favorite  pursuit  of  bear-hunting,  which  commencOH 
at  this  season.  Deeming  it  imprudent  to  run  the  risks  to 
whioh,  under  these  circumstances,  and  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  year,  and  without  a  hunter  to  provide  me  with  food, 
I  should  have  been  exposed,  I  reluctantly  gave  up  my  in- 
tention of  further  exploring  the  hills  in  that  direction,  and 
accordingly,  directed  my  -course  to  Red  river,  lower  down 
the  Washita. 

This  river  runs  upon  the  grauwacke  slate  which  crops 
out  in  various  parts  of  its  banks,  and  it  will  deserve  the  at- 
tention of  future  travellers' to  examine,  with  great  accuracy, 
the  rocks  in  its  vicinity,  as  I  saw  indications,' vHiich  I  bad 
neither  the  time  nor  the  means  of  effectually  pursuing,  of 
the  existence  of  non->bituminous  coal — a  fact  of  great  im" 
portapce  to  the  future  prosperity  of  that  part  of  tho  coun- 
try*. ;  The  anticipation,  too,  is  strengthened  by  those  im- 
portant depoifites  of  anthracite  coal,  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  being  foundi  in  the  transition  formation.  On  my 
way  I  passed,  between  the  left  l>ank  of  the  Washita  and 
Magnet  Cove,  leaving  it  to  the  northeast,  and  observed 
tho  same  difference  on  this  side,  between  the  trees  grow- 
ing on  it  and  the  evergreens  growing  on  the  adjacent 
sandstone,  which  I  had  remarked  on  my  advance.  The 
^route  led  through  a  wild  romantic  country  of  flinty  knobs, 
and  little  vales  excellently  watered.  From  the  Washita 
to  the  Caddo  river,  for  about  thirty  miles,  the  elevated 
parts  of  the  country  consist  of  the  same  siliceoas  knobs 
and  uplands,  aome  of  them  approaching  to  the  oilstone  of 
the  Washita,  and  well  watered  by  numerous  streams, 
with  limited  bottoms  of  conHiderable  fertility  intervening. 
The  myrtca  c«r//era,  or' candio-berry  myrtle,  was  very 
abundant  on  theiio  siliceous  lands ;  the  deer  also  were  in 
great  numbers,  as  well  as  strong  gangs  of  wild  turkeys', 
strutting  about  in  their  finest  plumage.  These  birds  oc- 
casionally take  flight  with  as  strong  a  wing  as  the  wild 
goose,  and  light  upon  the  tallest  trees.  Three  miles  be- 
fore I  came  to  the  Caddo,  the  country  began  to  descend 
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towards  it,  and  nature  bef  an  eniirety  to  change  her  as- 
pect On  crossing  the  river  I  entered  upon  an  extensive 
level  cane  brake,*  in  a  bottom  of  i;rea't  fertility.  Here  I 
again  found  the  tertiary  limestone  in  the  bed  of  the  river, 
and  in  some  adjacent  bayous,  with  ihe  fossils  I  bad  before 
seen  at  Little  Rock.  This  is  a  favorite  resort  of  parroqoets 
and  ivory -billed  woodpeckers.!  The  plants  are  all  decid- 
uous ;  the  old  red  sandstone,  with  its  pines,  is  no  longer 
seen,  except  at  very  distant  intervals,  where  slifl[hl  vestiges 
of  it  appear.  The  soil  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  the 
bottoms  are  covered  with  laurel  and  holly,  which  last  be- 
comes a  tree  of  considerable  magnitude,  having  a  disroeter 
frequently  of  twelve  inches.  The  almost  impenetrable 
cane  brakes,  lying  five  or  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the 
Washiu,  (into  which  the  Caddo  falls  near  where  I  cross- 
ed it, )  and  which  are  of  very  great  breadth  in  some  parts 
of  its  course  to  join  Red  river,  and  to  where  this  last  falls 
into  the  Mississippi,  can  never  be  reclaimed  until  levees 
are  constructed  to  preserve  the  lands  from  inundation. 

Not  far  from  the  junction  of  the  Caddo  with  the  Wash- 
ita there  are  some  salt  brines,  the  natural  strength  of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  measure  whilst  the  soil  is  so  sat- 
urated with  river  water ;  but  eventually,  when  wells  are 
sunk  beneath  the  beds  of  the  streams,  and  properly  secured, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  country  will  possess 
salines  adequate  to  its  wants.  I  saw  specimens  of  sulphate 
of  lime,  also,  which  induce  me  to  think  that  deposites  of 
that  mineral  msy  be  found  ere  the  wants  of  the  country 
may  require  them.  As  a  mineral  manure,  it  would  prob- 
ably be  found  very  valuable  when  applied  to  the  siliceous 
soils  north  of  the  Caddo,  ss  well  as  others  yet  to  be  men- 
tioned, a  little  north  and  northeast  of  Red  river. 

From  the  Caddo  to  ToQrnois  creek,  the  distance  is 
about  fifteen  miles,  always  upon  good  level  soil.  Part  of 
the  country,  however,  was  sandy,  with  heavy  beds  of  a 
bluish  green  arenaceous  clay,  containing  a  trace  of  lime. 
I  found  no  fossils  or  impressions  in  it,  but  wss  induced  to 
believe  it  was  the  equivalent  of  some  tertiary  beds  I  had 
seen  near  Shirley,  on  James  river,  Virginia.  The  whole 
of  this  part  of  the  country  almost  seems  to  be  underlaid 
with  rotten  limestone,  derived  from  broken  down  marine 
shells.  The  country  hence,  for  several  miles,  consists  of 
good  bottom  land,  full  of  holly  and  laurel,  with  occasional 
hills  of  old  red  sandstone  of  moderate  size,  with  their  usual 
pine  trees.  Having  gone  about  twenty  miles,  the  country 
fell  again  to  the  south,  and  I  soon  came  to  an  important 
stream  which  rises  to  the  northwest,  and  empties  into  the 
Washita,  called  the  Little  Missouri,  from  iu  waters  being 
of  a  dusky  red,  muddy  color.  On  crossing  th'is  stream,  I 
entered  upon  a^denso  low  bottom  of  the  richest  soil,  cov- 
ered  with  cane,  holly,  laurel,  and  swamp  timber,  inter- 
sected  by  numerous  bayous ;  this  lasted  for  three  miles, 
when  the  country  began  to  rise  a  little  again ;  and,  after 
advancing  a  few  miles,  I  came  upon  a  singularly  black 
waxy  soil  of  a  carbonaceous  color,  entirely  different  from 
any  thing  I  had  yet  observed,  except  tbo  surface  of  the 
travertin,  at  the  Hot  Springs,  which,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
served, was  not  dissimilar  to  this,  agreeing  further  in  the 
profusion  of  helices  and  other  land  shells  with  which  it 
abounded.  The  country  here  appeared  to  consist  of  a 
chain  of  prairies  running  westward,  snd  parallel  with  Red 
river  for  a  very  great  distance.  Some  of  these  prairies 
were  mere  bsid  spots,  of  half  an  acre  and  upwards,  sur- 
rounded by  plants,  whilst  others  were  said  to  contain  tiev- 
eral  hundred  acres.  In  every  instance  they  were  surround- 
ed with  a  belt  of  timber  and  plants  peculiar  to  the  coun- 
try. I  was  infiirmcd  by  Judge  Cross,  a  gentleman  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  snd  to  v^howe  intelligence 
and  hospitality  I  owe  many  obligations,  that  these  prairies 
extend  probably  rnsny  hundte<l  miles  to  the  west,  and  that 
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it  is  an  opinion  deserving  of  being  entertained,  that  phnU 
are  encroaching  upon  the  prairies  generally.  It  was  with 
sincere  pleasure  I  found  myself  upon  geological  grouDds» 
with  which  I  was  well  acquainted.  The  prairies  wereoov. 
ered  with  the  fbetils  which,  as  I  have  before  obaerved, 
characterize  the  New  Jersey  green  sand  formations,*  but 
the  supcrficisl  soil  was  uniformly  of  a  deep  black  color, 
resembling  chaned  wood,  and  in  wet  weather  is  of  a 
waxy,  plastic  consistency,  that  makes  it  extremely  dis- 
agreeable to  move  amongst.  Its  fertility  is  remarkable, 
and  renders  it  eminently  fitted  for  cotton,  which,  as  I  hsd 
many  opportunities  of  observing,  succeeds  well.  The 
black  soil,  which  is  substantially  calcareous,  contains,  as  I 
found  from  slight  experiments,  a  proportion  of  carbon. 
'  This  was  one  of  the  most  lovely  countries  i  bad  aeen,  a 
gentle  rolling  sur&ce  and  fine  woods,  in'  which  is  an  abun- 
dance of  the  Indigenous  crab  apple,!  with  the  bemutiful  b^w 
wood,^  or  bois  d*arc,  as  it  is  usually  called.  On  examining 
where  the  streams  had  abraded  the  lower  parts  of' the  land, 
and  digging  in  various  places,  I  found  thst  all  these  portions 
of  the  country,  which  ctmsiated  of  prairie  lend,  were  bottom- 
ed upon  immense  beds  of  rotten  limestone,  derived  from  the 
testaceous  remains  of  the  molluscs  I  have  named,  entire  shells 
of  which  in  a  soft  state  are  still  imbedded  in  the  broken  duwn 
masses  unoe  composed  of  shells.  The  zone  of  blade  land 
here  doea  not  appear  to  have  a  breadth  of  more  than  five 
miles ;  wherever  it  is,  the  same  fossils  are  found,  with  the 
undervalves  profusely  scattered  around  on  the  surface. 
Sometimes  the  bleck  earth  gave  place  to  a  deep  ted  marie 
of  great  fertility,  but  in  thi*  marie  I  found  no  shells ;  they 
seemed  peculiar  to  the  black  pran-ie  land.  It  was  evident 
T  was  here  upon  an  ancient  fioor  of  the  ocean,  from 
which  we  may  infer  it  had  retired  with  comparative  tran- 
quility, the  surface  being  so  little  disturbed.  The  broken 
down  marine  shelly  matter  had  accumulated  into  local 
beds  and  extensive  bill  depositee,  after  the  manner  in  which 
we  know  some  existing  species  accumulate,  and  the  gen- 
eral irregularity  of  the  surfaoe  was  not  dissimilar  to  thst 
which  is  presented  by  the  vsrious  sonndings  of  nianne 
coaste,  where  recent  surfaces  are  forming.  These  accu- 
mulations are  more  or  less  covered  with  a  vegeto- animal 
depoeite,  that,  by  the  constantly  scting  power  of  the  ele- 
ments, is  partially  removed,  and  carried  by  rains  towards  the 
streams  ;  hence  this  covering  is  diminished  in  some  placea, 
and  thickened  in  others.  In  some  situations  the  black  soil 
is  two  or  three  feet  deep,  whilst  in  others  it  is  only  a  (ew 
inches  thick,  in  which  latter  situations  the  tender  roots  of 
plants  having,  in  extreme  dry  weather,  to  contend  with  a 
caustic  calcareous  bed,  are  lisble  to  perish  ;  the  Indian  com, 
for  this  reason,  is  sometimes  %^hat  is  called  fired,  its  leaves 
drying  up  snd  wasting  away.  These  characteristics  of  the 
prairie  country,  as  far  as  this  particular  xone  of  prairies  is 
concerned,  is  common  to  a  vast  extent  of  country  to  thr 
west  of  the  points  I  examined.  To  the  east  the  zone  ct- 
tends  from  north  latitude  33°  40'  to  north  latitude  3S^  30'» 
in  the  State  of  Alabama, §  and  can  l>e  traced  at  intertab  to 
north  latitude  40°  20^,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Throughout  this  very  extended  line,  all  of  which  I  have 
personally  examined,  the  characteristic  thells  of  tbis  snb- 
cretoceous  formation  have  been  found.  I  poseeee gry phse, 
exogyra,  and  other  ahelU  from  localities  far  up  the  False 
Washits,  tbo  neighborhood  of  the  Kiamesha,  from  Movmt 
Prairie  in  Arkansas,  from  Misslasippi,  from  Prairie  BlnCGi 
in  Alabama,  and  from  New  Jersey,  all  of  them  idenricvl ; 
and  in  the  subcretaceous  deposites  of  Alabama,  I  hmw9 
found  the  greatest  profusion  of  the  fossil  equivalence  of 
the  genera  peculiar  to  the  green  sand  beds  of  Europe.  I 
hope  at  no  distant  period  to  be  able  to  trace  with  some  pre- 

•  GryphvR  convexa,  exocyra  coctaUi,  Sec.  Ac 
f  Mains  coruDariN,  twpnty  feel  high,  len  inches  in  dtameier. 
t  Madura  aurantiaca. 

§  Wells,  five  hundred  feet  deep,  hare  been  dug  through  rotini  Ixne 
9ione,  Into  slate  with  quartz. 
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eiaon,  the  ancient  Httora]  bounds  of  that  geological  period, 
io  clearly  demarcated  by  all  the  unequivocal  circumstances 
I  have  described. 

In  relation  to  those  areas  which  hatrs  received  the  appella- 
tion of  prairies,  from  their  surfaces,  denuded  of  timber,  being 
at  certain  seasons  coyered  with  long  grass,  I  am  not  of  the 
opinion  of  those  who  think  that  ail  prairies  have  originally 
been  produced  by  firing  the  timber  annually,  and  thus,  by 
repeated  combustions, 'destroying  the  timber  as  well  as  the 
sprouts.     That  much  ground  has  been  denuded  by  such 
means,  I  would  admit,  and  the  cause  certainly  would  ap- 
pear a  sufficient  one  for  tfar>8e  prairie  districts  to  which  no 
other  cause  apparently  could  be  assigned.     By  whatever 
method  plants  begin  first  to  germinate  in  such  depositee,  it 
is  evident,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  where  the  vegetable 
matter  is  thin,  and  the  season  unfavorable,  they  are  Hable 
to  perish ;  and  where  they  would  not  altogether  perish,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  this  country  was  stocked,  as  the 
more  distant  prairies  still  are,  with  buffalo,  which  would, 
by  their  periodical  occupation  of  the  country  in  numberless 
herds,  assist  in  exterminating  plants  of  a  vigorless  consti- 
tution.    These  may  be  enumerated  amongst  the  efl^cient 
causes  of  a  prairie  or  meadow  state  of  eitensive  tracts  of 
country.     This  view  of  the  subject  is  somewhat  strength- 
ened by  the  fact  of  plants,  in  modern  times,  encroaching  on 
the  prairies ;  for  I  have  observed  they  encroach  on  the  sides 
where  vegetable  matter  has  been  washed  and  accumulated, 
finding  a  nutritious  bed  there,  into  which  they  can  push 
their  innumerable  delicate  fibres,  secured  from  the  devas- 
tating teeth  and  hoofs  of  the  bufi5ilo,  which  have  now  all 
l<eft  this  part  of  the  country ;  for  where  man  settles,  that 
animal  never  remains  long.     But  there  is  also  another  view 
of  the  subject. 

*i'hese  vast  prairies  of  the  West,  as  well  as  the  diminu- 
tive ones  in  question,  must  be  admitted  to  be  ancient  floors 
of  the  ocean.     When  it  abandoned  them,  they  were,  of 
course,  without  plants;  and  unless  we  admit  their  spon- 
taneous growth,  we  must  suppose  them  to  have  germina- 
ted from  seeils  derived  from  plants  growing  on  lands  which 
had  been  left  with  a  higher  level  than  the  ocean,  before  it 
receded  fiom  these  prairies.  Their  borders  would,  of  course, 
be  planted  first,  and  thus  we  can  conceive  of  every  new 
generation  of  plants  giving  some  of  its  seeds  to  the  winds 
and  the  waters,  and   gradually  extending  the  forests,  like 
the  present  members  of  the  human  flimily,  advancing  upon 
and  settling  the  country  ftt  the  use  of  posterity.     This 
aeems  a  more  mltural  and  just  method  of  accounting  for 
the  immense  prairies  of  the  West,  and  the  pampas  of  the 
aouthf'rn  portion  of  the  South  American  continent,  than 
conjectural  opinions  founded  on  a  convenient  method 
adopted  by  the  Indians  of  securing  tlietr  game,  and  which 
they  have  practised  at  all  times,  certainly  with  the  effect  of 
thinning,  but  without  destroying  the  timber,  as  we  know 
from  the  immense  forests  of  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, Ind^na,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  which  were  once 
annually  fired  by  the  Indians,  to  burn  (he  high  grass,  thst 
they  might  better  see  their  game     a  practice  which  destroyed 
the  undergrowth,  but  only  thinned  the  trees ;  and  now  that 
the  Indians  have  left  these  countries,  we  find  the  under- 
growth rapidly  occupying  the  ground  again.     Before  we 
receive  opinions  altogether  hypothetical  in  relation  to  the 
cause  of  the  prairie  condition  of  land,  it  seems  as  if  we 
were  bound  to  inquire  what  was  their  first  condition,  con- 
sistent with  the  geological  fact  that  they  are  ancient  floors 
of  the  ocean.     Tt,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  lie  probable 
that  many  of  these  prairies  have  never,  since  the  ocean  left 
them,  been  covered  by  any  vegetables  of  greater  importance 
than  the  gramina.     Under  this  view  of  the  matter,  it-is 
cousistent  to  suppose,  what  is  personally  known  to  me  to 
be    the  fiict  in  many  observed  instances,  that  trees  and 
plants  may  be  transplanted  to  those  prairies  with  perfect 
success. 


Tt  has  appeared  proper  to  me,  in  drawing  up  an  oflflrial 
report,  which  has  for  its  object  the  practical  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  geological  investigations,  to  abstain  from 
entering  into  the  consideration  of  some  of  those  particular 
branches  of  geology  which  impart  at  this  moment  so  much 
interest  to  the  scientific  literature  of  Europe ;  and  if  I  have 
inclined  to  the  support  of  an  igneotis  theory  for  the  origin 
of  the  rocks  in  the  inferior  portion  of  the  geological  series, 
it  is  because  I  have  been  convinced,  by  a  long  study  of  the 
mineral  phenomena  connected  with  the  primary  rocks  of 
this  continent,  that  there  is  no  other  conclusion  to  which 
similar  phenomena  can  ever  probably  lead  my  judgment ; 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  is  unsafe  ground,  since 
the  most  eminent  cultivators  of  the  science  in  Europe,  upon 
an  oiamination  of  their  own  continent,  have  come  to  the 
same  opinion.  The  deliberate  opinions  of  such  men,  en- 
riched by  all  the  aid  that  chemistry  and  other  cognate 
branches  of  the  science  are  susceptible  of,  are  themselves 
anthority.  But  I  was  chiefly  led  to  express  the  opinions 
which  are  found  in  this  report,  respecting  the  supposed  ex- 
pansive power  resulting  from  the  igneous  forces  operating 
in  the  radial  space,  by  the  expectation  that  it  woald  lead 
many  ingenious  minds,  who  had  not  turned  their  attantion 
to  the  structure  and  origin  of  metallic  rocks,  to  examine 
some  interesting  localities  through  the  medium  of  these  opin- 
ions, which,  as  they  have  never  deceived  me,  would  thus, 
I  trusted,  be  useful  to  them.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  my 
investigations,  I  have  been  sincerely  desirous  of  making  my 
labors  usefuK  rather  than  of  embellishing  them  by  any  de» 
viation  from  a  rigorous  examination  of  facts,  upon  which 
all  true  and  useful  results  depend. 

The  exigencies  of  society  have  reached  a  stsge  in  Europe, 
to  which  we  are  advancing  in  this  country.  There,  not 
only  the  metals,  but  every  rock,  every  stone,  eveiy  bed  of 
sand  or  clsy,  has  its  value.  A  quarry  of  stone,  of  what- 
ever quality,  produces  an  income,  and  canals  and  railroads 
are  the  facilities  which  carry  them  cheaply  to  their  destina- 
tion. A  very  few  years  ago,  geology,  in  this  country,  was 
merely  considered  a  liberal  branch  of  knowledge ;  now,  it 
is  universally  deemed  a  science  which  teaches  the  true 
structure  of  the  earth,  and  the  most  probable  situations  in 
which  its  metals  and  minerals  are  to  be  found.  Before 
many  years  elapse,  the  study  of  the  science  will  be  general 
hero,  because  the  wants  of  society  are  enlarging.  In  (be 
increasing  desire  manifiMted  in  the  States  to  establish  geo- 
logical surveys,  we  have  the  evidence  of  this,  and  of  the 
existence  of  a  spirit  that  must  lead  to  a  very  {reat  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  extension  of  iu  intellectual  character.*  But,  in  put- 
ting these  State  enactments  into  operation,  it  should  never 
be  lost  eight  of,  that  the  advsntages  to  be  derived  from  in- 
vestigations, the  proper  and  sole  objects  of  which  are 
physical  facts,  depend  entirely  upon  the  practical  experi- 
ence of  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  to  be  intrusted. 

Geology,  although  it  may  be  divided  into  four  principal 
branches,  mineralogy,  concnology,  ancient  xooIogy,f  and 
botany,  has  now  become  so  far  the  study  of  universal  na- 

•  tt  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  New  York,  a  State  conspicuous 
above  the  other  Slates  for  its  iminnose  reaources.  and  distinguished  for 
the  great  results  which  have  been  produced  by  the  active  enterpirae  of 
its  ciiizens,  should  be  one  of  the  very  last  to  make  tliose  investigations 
which  that  eminent  and  lameniecl  statesman,  De  Witt  Clinton,  so 
earnestly  recommended  many  years  ago  to  the  Levifilature.  The  citi- 
zens of  that  State  are  too  intelligent  to  he  ignorant  that  the  wealth 
and  power  that  give  great  Briuin  so  sreai  an  influence  in  the  world 
are  easeniially  dmwn  from  her  coal  mines.  This  country  must  ulti- 
mately be  thrown  upon  her  coaL  as  that  country  has  long  been,  for 
fuel  ibr  domestic  purposes,  and  for  the  support  of  its  manufiictories. 
And  vet,  with  internal  improvements  that  would  distinguiah  any  age, 
and  in  possession  of  ttie  knowledge  that  her  territory  contains  every 
indication  of  coal,  New  York  has  taken  no  step  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  extent  of  that  portion  of  her  minernl  resources. 

tAmougst  the  numerous  moril<iriou8  naturalists  of  this  country,  it 
would  be  unjust  not  to  allude  tn  tiie  distinction  Dr.  Harlan,  of  Phila- 
delphia, has  attainedby  his  arcumte  knowledge  of  comparative  anato- 
my, and  his  enlightened  zeal  in  prom«  ting  the  cause  of  natural  history. 
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tura,  ihat  ftU  the  laws.of.phyuca  j^^  recurrfd  to  fpr  pur- 
posM  of  illustration ;  even  asirdnoiny  ap|wftra  destinQil  to 
Gontribula  largely  to  the  elucidation  of  the  earth's  structure, 
and,  reflectively,  upon  that  of  the  most  distant  planetary 
bodies.  The  cultivators  of  these  three  last  branches  are 
principally  engaged  in  collecting  evidences  of  a  former 
state  of  things,  from  depositee  containing  organic  remains, 
whence  to  deduce  arguments  for  the  true  causes  which 
have  governed  the  present  disposition  of  the  stratified 
masses  of  the  crust  of  the  earth.  The  eminent  European 
writers  in  these  branches  are  well  acquainted  with  the  in- 
organic rocks,  and,  by  theii  genius  and  untiring  zeal,  have 
made  a  de$p  impression  upon  the  present  age.  The  yp- 
iuminous  literature  of  which  they  are  tl^e  parents, has  found 
'  an  immense  number  of  admirers  amongst  men  of  varied 
attainments,  most  of  whom,  though  well  acquainted  with 
geological  literature,  have  not  had  practical  opportunities  of 
examining  nature  extensively,  and  reconciling  the  compH- 
eated  and  irregnhir  manner  in  which,  perhaps,  th*  same 
operation  is  effected  in  distant  localities.   .■ 

The  uiineralogical  branch  is  composed  o(  men  who, 
keeping  np  with  the  knowledge  6t  the  other  branches,  have 
devoted  themselves  rather  to  a  practical  study  of  that  por* 
tion  of  the  geological  tories  which  comprehends  the  metal- 
liforous  rocks,-  and  the  other  productive  branches.  In 
Kngland,  the  demand  for  useful  information  from  thb  class 
.is  so  g^at,  that  ihe  profession  of  mineral  surveyor  has 
grown  out  of  it,  one  entirely  unknown  at  present  in  this 
country.*  In  estimating  the  value  of  an  estate  there,  th4 
capacity  oi  the  agricultural  surfiice  is  not  alone  conndered, 
but  a  great  importance  is. given  to  the  probable  perpendica- 
lar  value  of  every  acre,  us  it  can  be  computed  upon  geo- 
logical principles.  The  value  of  an  estate  to  an  individual 
depending  very  much  upon  these  circumstances,, men. .of 
long  experience  and  approved  judgment  are.pilon^  confided 
in.  If  tlHs,  as  it  must  be  seen  .to  Jbe,  'wof  so  much  conse- 
quence to  individuals,  of  what  immense  importance  is  it 
not  to  the  8tato  Governments,  in  putting  their  enactments 
into  operation,  to  select  individuals  of  the  greatest  experi- 
ence ?  For  how  is  that  complex  appearance  of  rocks  in 
difiese&t  parts  of  the  same  country,  which*  though  alto- 
gether diflbrent  in  their  external  characidta,  may  be  true 
#quivalents  of  each  other,  to  be  reconciled  by  men  who 
have  only  studied  them  in  books  ?  or  how  can  men  claim 
to  have  their  opinions  confided  in  respecting  the  tendency, 
direction,  and  quality  of  metalliferous  veins,  or  the  probable 
existence  of  coal  meJMnres,  upon  which  the  outlay  of  great 
eapitals  depends,  who  have  never  been  down  in  a  raine» 
and  have  studied  minerals  only  from  cabinet  specimen  T 
In  geology  no  learning  can  supply  the  plaice  «(  experience. 
A  geologist  may  be  an  indifferent  analyst,,  bnt  Certainly  no 
man  shouhl  ^be  presumed  a  geologist  merely  liecause  he  is 
a  learned  chemist  or  a  profound  matheasatician.  8uch  an 
important  trust,  therefore,  as  is  comprehended  in  the  geo- 
logical  survey  of  a  State,  should  be  confided  only  to  m*  n 
of  long 'approved  experience. 

I  have  thought  these  observations  not  out  oC  pUPf^'he*; 
cause,  in  the  incipient  encouragement  now  given  to  geo- 
logy by  some  of  the  State  Governments,  and  which  will 
probably  be  done  by  all  of  them,  it  is  important  that  the 
few  individuals  in  the  country  who  have  the  requisite  ejfr- 
perience,  should  not  be  overlooked  in  favor  of  others,  who 
are  perhaps  not  aware  themselves  of  the  extent  of  prac- 
tical experience  required  to  make  anylnau's  labors  valuable, 
and  worthy  of  being  transferred  to  geological  maps  of  the 
countries  they  survey.  It  must  be  evident  that  a  geological 
map  of  any  country,  upon  which  all  the  important  mineral 
and  metallic  deposiles  should  be  accurately  laid  down,  with 
their  direction,  extent,  and  other  important  incidents  be- 


*Mr.  William  Smith,  who  his  received  the  first  Wijolaslon  g.>lJ 
inAilal  fr  m  the  GeuLigical  Sociwiy  of  London^  was  a  mineral  survfyor, 
and  the  author  of  ihejl;  5/  gejlo^ical  map  of  Eiiglaad. 


longing  to  them,  would  be  of  great  value.  How  much 
then,  does  it  concern  the  interesta  of  ths  United  States 
that  rational  estimates  of  the  national  resouicqa,  with  til 
those  infallible  indications  which  should  precede  muroal 
improvements,  and  whatever  else  appertains  to  a  moou. 
ment  of  such  aingular  imporunce  to  tbem  at  1  geDenl 
geological  map  would  be,  should  be  done  with  the  aiinoit 
accuracy  1  It  seems  called  for  both  by  the  best  interesu 
and  the  reputailou  of  the  country. 

Before  I  close  this  descriptive  portion  of  my  report,  I 
shall  ask  to  present  a  few  remarks  on  the  Arkansas  aod 
Red  rivers,,  which  I  trust  will  be  found  somewhat  interest- 
ing. Both  these  streams  are  remarkable  for  their  toriuooi 
and  serpentine  course^  and  for  the  important  defieciions 
from  their  courses,  which  can  be  sometimes  traced.  The 
history  of  Red  river  illustrates  well  movements  of  Utii 
latter  class.  From  the  point  where  it  turns  to  the  ea^  a 
Utile  north  of  31°  north  latitude,  it  appears  to  han  onca 
fiowed  in  a  south  direction  down  the  line  of  the  Alcba/a- 
laya,  into  the  bay  bearing  that  name,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. 'J 'here  is  a  chain  of  lagoons  on  that  line  still  lafitd 
up  with  timber,  and  no  doubt,  when  a  head  was  formed 
capable  of  resisting  the  current,  it  gave  the  river  its  present 
easterly  direction  into  the  Mississippi.  In  those  remote 
periods  when  the  False  Washita  and  the  other  tributaries 
of  Red  River  were  working  out  its  channel,  the  de(ioiUes 
of  timber  must  have  been  immense,  not  only  fiiling  its 
channel  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  I  have  suppowd,  but 
rafting  up  its  present  channel  aa  low  down  at  its  present 
mouth  in  the  Mississippi.  The  remains  of  those  andent 
rafts  are  still  to  be  seen  near  its  mouth,  adhering  to  iti 
banks,  the  main  body  having  rotted  away,  and  paaaed  dow& 
with  the  current,  to  the  point  where  the  operations  con- 
menfifd  of  <:learing  out  the  present  raft.  But  even  now, 
sucli  is  the  abrasion  produ<^d  by  the  river,  that  the  anaaal 
accumulation  of  timber  at  the  head  of  the  great  raft  ii 
very  great,  and  the  consequent  inundations  from  hackntei 
very  injurious.  When  the  great  work  of  cutting  the  relt 
out  is  accomplished,  an  immense  quantity  of  iicb  laodi 
will  be  brought  to  their  true  value,  and  tbo  salobrit;  of  liia 
country  much  improved.* 

These  chains  of  lagoons  are  found  both  on  the  north  and 
south  sides  of  Red  river,  and  are  amongst  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate  during  certain 
months.  The  past  summer  was  intensely  hot  and  dry, 
and  one  of  these  large  lagooni,  near  I^ost  Prairie,  on  tba 
Mexican  side  ot  Red  river,  a  beautiful  tract  of  land  o^a 
whic|i  I  pasaedi  had  expevienced  80  much  evapoiatua 
that  It  oottkl  not  preserve  its  fiah ;  the  water  became  glain, 
and  incapable  of  sustaining  them»  and  they  were  fl  «tiDs 
dead  on  the  surface;. ..>, 

The  course  of  the  Arkansas  is,  in  like  manner,  subject 
to  constant  change,  as  a  small  circumstance  will  lead  loihs 
deflection  of  this  noble,  but  too  uncertain  stream.  Tbe 
lodgment  of,  a  tree  will  be  Uie  commencement  of  a  bar  thit 
will  throw  the  current  to  the  other  side,  which,  beatin; 
against  a  low  and  weak  part  of  the  opposite  alluvial  binkt 

» When  Capuun  Shreve,  so  much  disiiaguished  fur  hia  skill  and .  :■ 

feuco  in  removiM  this  raft,  came  upjii  the  ground  in  the  sj'iii:  * 
833,  he  fouiiJ  It  dead  water  in  Red  river  for  forty  miles  beh^-  '^^ 
timbers  which  furmed  the  raft,  and  whicU  then  exi ended  up  U>e  nfff 
for  at  least  unehundred  and  nftv  mileSb  Alx>ut  one  third  of  iha^^- 
face  of  the  river  was  occupied  with  dead  tirobera,  and  numeroia  1^ 
islands  had  been  firmed,  on  which  trees  and  twahes  werecronoc 
There  were  a  gneat  piany  t>ajFoia  aad  low  places,  by  whicb  ilte  wai*^ 
of  the  river  was  led  to  various  lagoons  add  swamps,  once  ihe  «n:i^J- 
bed  of  the  rl  vAr :  these  he  atopped  up  with  timlier  taken  from  the  tii'- 
and,  canfiniiig  tJie  stream  to  it«  ola  channel,  prodnced  a  cwttui  ii 
three  miles  an  hour.  The  general  dopth  of  the  river  was  iweo'j  ^f* 
fi^ei,  but  in  other  pans  where  mud  banks  existed,  the  depth  wia  (^nJ 
fifteen.  As  soon  as  the  raft  was  sofficientjy  cut  out  to  restore  a  go^. 
current,  tiiese  were  swept  away*  aad  an  average  depth  ofiweaiy  S'' 
feet  produced.  During  the  first  season  he  Bucceedoti  in  rerar^ip^ 
a»)out  seveniy  miles,  and  there  is  ev^ry  reason  to  ljellevelh»i  in  uj* 
course  of  IdllCa^in  Shreva  will  have  oponed  a  gnoJ  9if^')!>^ 
navigation  the  euiire  length  of  ihu  naft«{ 
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will,  in  a  short  rime^  if  the  bank  happene  to  form  a  reach 
thare^  wear  ite  way  through,  leavings  an  idend  and  a  chain 
of  lagoons  in  its  old  bed.  In  the  vidntty  of  the  Maramelle 
mountain  ia  an  immenae  swamp,  through  part  of  which  I 
paased,  and  which  contains,  perhaps,  thirty  thousand  acres. 
The  timber  on  each  aide,  being  much  killed  by  the  water, 
atanda  dead  in  innumerable  lofty  bare  meats,  forming  a 
picture  of  perfect  desolation.  The  cypreas,*  the  cotton- 
wood  poplar,!  and  the  popultis  moniliferOf  the  hackberry,t 
the  triple-thorned  acacia, ^  and  many  other  trees,  attain  an 
immenae  size  here.  The  lagoons  in  this  awamp  extend 
for  aeTerai  miles  where  the  old  bed  of  the  river  waa^  wild 
gecta,  ducka,  and  other  aquatic  birda,  are  here  in  incredi- 
ble numbers,  as  well  as  swans  oecaaionaliy.  Nothing  can 
be  more  aingular  than  the  aspect  of  the  trees  in  this  wild 
placa.  Their  trunks  appeared  to  be  painted  red  for  about 
^ftean  feet  from  the  ground ;  at  that  height  a  perfectly  level 
red  line  extended  through  the  whole  forest,  marking  the 
riae  of  the  waters  at  the  last  great  inundation,  which  oc^ 
carrpd  in  June,  1833,  when  the  Arkanaaa  rove  thirty  feet. 
MilHona  of  acrea  of  rich  bottom  land  of  these  countries  are 
Chua  rendered  uaeleaa,  and  can  never  be  brought  to  their 
intrinaic  value  but  by  lev^ea,  conetructed  at  particular 
point?,  to  keep  out  the  watera  from  the  direct  course  of  the 
river,  and  the  back  watera  of  the  bayoua  that  empty  into 
the  river.  Until  meaaurea  of  thia  kind  are  taken,  these 
districts  will  be  a  nuiaance  to  the  aetllera,  both  in  reapect 
of  their  inaalubrity,  and  their  being  the  reaort  of  the  nu- 
tneroua  ganga  of  wolvea  which  infest  the  country.  I  apent 
one  night  in  the  awamp  alluded  to,  that  of  the  22d  No- 
vember last.  The  thermometer  ha^  fallen  to  24°  Fahren- 
heit, and  strong  ice  was  making.  The  noiae  made  by  the 
incessant  howling  and  yelling  of  these  animols  exceeded 
any  thing  X  had  ever  heard,  some  barking  in  one  tone, 
some  acreamingin  another,  as  if  each  was  suffering  bodily 
pain.  This  uproar  ia  generally  loudeat  juat  before  the  ap- 
proach of  day,  and  appears  intended  aa  a  signal  for  atrag- 
S^Iers  to  come  into  the  wilderness,  where  they  usually  crouch 
during  the  day.  it 

From  thia  point  of  the  river  down  to  its  mouth,  a  dia- 
tance  of  about  three  hundred  milea,  a  £ne  opportunity  pre- 
nents  itaelf  of  atudying  not  only  the  atructure  of  thia  vast 
body  of  rich  alluvial  land,  but  of  the  action  of  the  river, 
and  I  passed  a  week  in  following  it  to  ita  junction  with  the 
Miasiasippi,  landing,  and  examining  the  country  at  many 
interesting  pointa.  The  whole  line  presents  a  aucceaaion 
of  reached,  aand  bars,  and  mutationa,  produced  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  before  mentioned,  and  the  aerpentine  course  thus 
established  doubles  the  distance.  Ita  general  course  to  the 
Mississippi  is  aoutheaat,  but  it  ia  conatantly,  every  five  or 
b\x  miles,  describing  curvea,  and  following  the  direction  of 
southwest  and  northeast.  Ttie  channel  is  thus  alternately 
on  the  right  and  left  bank  of  the  river.  Uometimea  an  ex- 
tensive sandy  beach  will  project  itself  from  the  opposite 
shore,  and  just  so  far  into  the  channel  as  to  render  it  very 
difficult  to  get  overB  with  a  boat  drawing  three  feet.  Thcae 
1>eachea  aometimes  cover  more  than  fifty  acrea  of  land,  and 
are  thrown  up  by  the  atream  aa  it  abradea  the  banka  at 
the  foot  of  which  it  runa.  The  banks  being  thus  conatantly 
undermined  by  the  action  of  the  river,  immense  maaaea  of 
timber,  together  with  the  lofty  canes,  twenty  to  twenty-five 
feet  high,  that  grow  up  with  it,  fall  into  the  river  with  the 
earth  about  their  roota,  and  thua  at  the  same  time  form  the 
snags  and  sawyers  which  embarrass  the  stream,  and  a 
point  of  reaiatance  which  givea  a  new  direction  to  it. 

*  Cupressa  disUcha.  t  Populus  angulata. 

t  CeHis  integrifolia.  §  Acacia  iriacanihua. 

II  Some  coocepiion  inav  be  farmed  of  the  difflcuUtes  which  first  set- 
tlers have  to  contend  with  la  these  frontier  seulements,  by  stating  that 
a  very  respectable  inbabiiant,  who  resides  about  fif  y  miles  west  of 
Lritile  Bock,  absolutely  rode  on  hocsebackt  wUh  bis  bride,  to  visit  some 
friends,  up  the  bed  of^  the  Arkansas  river  two  hundred  milaa,  fording 
the  river  uom  sand  bar  u>  sand  bar. 


Sometimea,  during  the  great  freshets  which  descend  from 
the  upper  country,  the  river  not  only  breaks  through  the 
reaches  of  land  which  jut  out  into  the  river,  but  absolutely 
gets  under  the  extensive  aand  beacbea,  and,  lifting  them 
op  above  the  i^eneral  level  of  the  country,  depoaites  them 
upon  it.  In  thia  way,  I  have  obaerved  considerable  por- 
tions of  rich  plantations,  distant  several  hundred  yards  from 
the  edge  of  the  river,  buried  several  feet  deep  beneath  a 
barren  aand.  At  other  timea,  the  freahets  plough  the  wtole 
of  the  vegetation  up  from  the  ground  for  thirty  or  forty 
acrea,  and  deposits  it  in  a  masa,  with  all  ita  limlter,  upon 
some  beach  lower  down.*  Thia  ia  the  general  character 
of  the  Arkansas  aa  I  have  obaerved  it  for  aeveml  hundred 
milea,  and  I  have  been  tokl  by  those  who  have  visited  it 
nearer  to  its  sources,  that  it  has.  in  some  places,  abraded 
the  whole  auriace  of  the  country  for  aeveral  milea  in  width. 

These  abrasiona  are  more  intereating  to  the  geologiat 
than  to  the  planter,  for  the  freah  fracture  enables  him  to 
trace  for  great  diatances  the  party-colored  depoaites,  alter- 
nating with  each  other,  aome  white,  aome  red,  aome  gray, 
and  of\en  intermixed.  Some  parte  of  the  banka  are  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  high,  and  as- 
aume  an  important  appearance  in  a  country  where  much 
of  the  surrounding  land  is  at  a  low  dead  level.  About  fifty 
miles  from  Little  Rock  the  Red  Pine  bluflfs  occur,  which 
the  river  is  fast  wearing  down.  Twenty  miles  lower  down 
are  similar  blufis  of  a  lighter  color,  called  the  White  bluffs, 
and  about  thirty  milea  lower  down  are  the  Pine  blufib, 
which  are  higher  than  the  othera.  At  the  Red  Pine  bluffs 
there  ia  a  bed  of  limeatone,  aeen  at  low  water,  formed  of 
broken  down  oyater  sbellf,  like  those  in  the  Saline  river. 
Thia  is  the  only  calcareous  deposite  within  my  knowledge 
in  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  eaat  of  Little  Rock,  except 
one  I  aftervrards  saw  in  the  high  banka  at  the  post  of  Ar- 
kansas. They  all  present  a  fine  study  of  floviatile  deposites, 
not  only  in  the  party-colored  aeams  of  the  old  banks,  but 
where  they  are  at  preaent  forming  on  the  surface  of  the 
country.  .  - 

This  immenae  river  has  its  sources  six  or  seven  hundred 
miles  apart.  Ita  sou  them  moat  branch,  the  aooth  fork  of  the 
Canadian,  receives  atreama  which  rise  near  the  thirty-fourth 
degree  of  north  latitude ;  its  most  northerly  source  ia  from 
the  Rocky  Mountaina,  between  89^  and  40^ ;  and  ita  moat 
eastern  aoorcea,  including  the  heada  of  the  Verdigris,  Ne- 
osho, and  Illinois,  riae  about  88^  north  latitude,  at  least  six 
hundred  miles  from  the  central  and  principal  aourcee  in  the 
Rocky  Mountaina.  The  aouthernmoat  sources  flow  through 
an  ancient  depoaite  of  red  argillaceous  matter  for  several 
hundred  milea,  and  it  ia  thia  which  cnlora  the  Canadian  and 
its  brancbea.  The  wettem  and  northern  aourcra  bring 
down  mineral  matter  of  different  colors,  but  to  the  naat  the 
aouroea  take  their  rise  in  a  high  ailiceoua  country,  and  their 
mineral  deposites  are  indicative  of  their  origin.  The 
branches  of  the  Arkansas,  included  in  this  area,  are  nu- 
merous ;  the  lllinoia,  the  Neosho,  the  Verdigris*,  the  Ca- 
nadiafi  an4  its  two  principal  tributaries,  are  all  fine  rivers, 
and  would  belong  to  the  claas  of  most  im|>ortant  Euro- 
pean streams.  They  are  of  unequal  length,  and,  being 
aepsrated  by  great  geographical  diatances,  are  eubject  to 
increase  their  volume  at  diatinct  periods;  and  this  volume, 
on  account  of  their  unequal  length,  lieing  emptied  at  dis- 
tinct times  into  the  main  channel  of  the  Arkanaaa,  the  de- 
posites which  this  last  leaves,  in  its  irregular  progress  to 
the  Misaiaatppi,  are  characteriatic  of  the  mineral  auliatances 
which  ita  tributaries  and  their  branches  pass  through.  The 
Canadian,  which  passes  through  a  red  earth,  has  always 
doll  red  watera,  like  thoae  of  Red  river,  arising  atill  further 
south.  We  are,  hence,  enabled  to  aaaign  the  red  depoaites 
to  the  materials  transported  by  that  atream,  whil»t  the 

*  There  la  a  fine  Insuince  of  this  at  Modsl  Barraqoaa,  about  one  bun* 
I  died  and  forty  m^lea  from  Little  Bock. 
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whiter  and  «iticeou8  depofites  may  be  attributed  to  the 
norlhern  and  eastern  tiibutariet,  whoae  watera,  includiug 
those  of  the  Poteau,  that  comes  in  further  east*  are  all  more 
clear.  Those  who  have  had  opportunities  of  obseKing  the 
eccentric  movements  of  floods  of  this  class,  •  soon  learn  to 
disttnguish  what  circumstances,  whether  arising  from  par- 
tial eddies,  owing  to  the  change  of  level  produced  in  pe- 
riods of  inundation,  or  from  ordinary  mechanical  causes, 
havp  produced  both  the  regularity  and  irregularity  of  de- 
posiles ;  and  how  it  ia  that  blotches  of  mineral  matter,  both 
large  and  small,  are  found  enclosed  in  depositee  of  a  ho- 
mogeneous character,  difiering  from  them,  just  as  the 
whiter  matter  of  the  eastern  branches  of  the  Arkanaas, 
brought  down  hy  the  Illinois,  is  found  enclosed  in  the  ex- 
tensive beds  deposited  from  the  waters  of  the  Canadian.  It 
is  in  the  study  ot  phenojnena  of  this  character,  where  flu- 
viatile  depositee  are  effected  upon  so  immense  a  scale,  that 
perhaps  an  explanation  of  many  different  pretensions  of 
mineral  matter,  observed  in  older  indurated  rocks,  may  be 
suggested. 

I  observed  many  superficial  depositee  which  had  been 
made,  perhaps  within  ten  years,  by  the  annual  inunda- 
tions:  layers  of  white  clay,  sometimes  of  white  sand,  with 
•ccasional  intermixtures  of  both  superimposed  upon  each 
other,  and  at  times  large  blotches  of  whitish  clay,  were  en- 
closed in  a  reguhir  deposite  of  red.  One  day  I  followed, 
for  a  considerable  distance,  an  old  dry  bed  which  the  river 
bad  abandoned  for  a  new  passage  at  the  foot  of  the  right 
bank,  isolating  a  high  ridge  between  the  old  and  new  beds, 
where  the  young  wood  was  beginning  to  grow  very  thick- 
ly, on  a  surface  front  whence  all  the  timber  had  evidently 
been  swept  when  the  new  passage  was  made.  The  inun- 
dation of  June,  1833,  had  deposited  about  an  inch  of  dull 
red  argillaceous  matter  over  a  great  part  of  tbjf  dry  bed, 
which  extended  many  miles  into  the  country,  and  present- 
ed the  appearanee  of  a  reddish  sandy  valley,  about  three 
hundred  yards  broad,  containing  many  accumulations  of 
sand  and  dead  trees,  the  old  sand  bars  and  snags.  Every 
thing  bore  a  very  desolated  aspect ;  it  was  a  huge  chasm  to 
appearance,  furrowed  out  through  a  flat  country  by  the 
temporary  passage  of  a  great  river,  which  had  not  left  a 
drop  of  water  behind  it.  I  saw  no  symptoms  of  animal 
existence,  except  the  track  of  a  solitary  deer,  and  a  few 
turkey  buzzards  wheeling  about  in  the  air,  and  scanning 
the  surface  in  their  characteristic  manner,  in  search  of  car- 
rion. Upon  the  edges  of  some  of  'these  ancient  banks  of 
the  river  are  several  Indian  mounds,  with  trees  sometimes 
growing  on  them,  some  of  them  about  five  hundred  years 
old :  great  quantities  of  Indian  arrow  heads  are  strewed 
around,  made  of  the  siliceous  mineral  of  the  Washita  hills, 
and  some  have  been  found  buried  several  feet  beneath  the 
aurface ;  facts  which  show  that  this  alluvial  country,  which 
was  possessed  by  a  few  bands  of  the  Quapaws  when  the 
whiles  first  began  to  occupy  it,  has  been  inhabited  by  the 
aborigines  at  a  very  distant  period. 

It  will  perhaps  not  be  found  impossible  hereafter  to  as- 
sign approximately  some  limit  to  that  period,  when  the  set- 
tlement of  the  country  shall  bring  other  data  forward,  which 
connect  themselves  with  the  geology  of  the  country.  It  is 
true,  the  depositee  made  by  the  annual  inundations  are 
naturally  too  irregular  and  variable  to  afford  systematic 
data  for  the  computation  of  a  pwiod  for  the  origin  of  these 
fluviatile  beds ;  but  whenever  a  careful  inquiry  of  this  kind 
ia  made,  it  will  be  found  important  to  note  them  very  ac- 
curately. It  would  not  be  a  difiicult  undertaking  to  calcu- 
late the  approximative  amount  of  sedimentary  matter 
brought  down  annually  by  the  Arkansas,  or  any  of  the 
turbid  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi.  The  main  rise  of  the 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  anows 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  usually  takes  place  in  June ;  and 
these  rivals  are  ^rreguUirly  swollen  during  the  winter  and  , 
fpring  months  by  rain  :  at  these  times  they  bear  along  the 


greatest  quantity  of  solid  matter  towards  the  monUi  of  the 
Mississippi,  conaigniiig  it  to  the  ocean,  which  meeu  thi 
depositee  and  distributes  it  into  levels,  to  be  probably  laid 
dry  at  some  future  day,  as  the  alluvial  plains  I  hsve  bean 
speaking  of  have  already  been.  .  The  lowest  state  of  the 
Arkansas  occurs  during  the  months  of  July  to  November 
inclusive.  During  a  portion  of  this  time,  .it  ia  dftea  not 
navigable  from  the  Mississippi  to  Little  Rock.  At  this 
stage  of, the  water,  the  current  is  sluggish,  the  water  qaaa- 
stagnant,  and  the  solid  matter  held  in  suspension  very  \n- 
fling,  although  always  sufficient  to  tmge  the  water.  A  let 
of  experiments  might  be  conducted,  showing  the  mean 
quantity  of  sedimentary  matter  brought  annually  down  da- 
ring the  rises  of  the  river,  and  during  Ihelow-water  periods. 
Furnished  with  the  cubic  quantity  of  solid  matter  thus  <A». 
tained,  and  applying  it  as  a  divisor  to  the  wbolh  quaoiity 
of  fluviatile  depoaite  contained  in  the  entire  allaviil  area, 
we  might  approximately  assign  a  chronologial  period  fiof 
the  origin  of  these  rivers,  the  commencement  of  theaedepoa- 
ites,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  ocean  from  these  coanuiei. 
The  period  of  their  fitness  to  receive  the  human  race  might 
thus  be  found  to  accortl  wiih  particular  indicstioni  of  the 
existence  of  the  aboriginal  race.  * 

*  I  would  rfepecifuUv  suggest  to  the  officera  in  garrinn  ai  the  fna- 
tier  posts  on  tlie  rivers  1  have  named,  especially  ihote  aiFon  Tovbk, 
on  Red  river,  Fort  Gibson,  near  the  Arkansas,  Fort  LeaveDwanh,oii 
the  Missouri,  Fort  Snelling,  Jefferson  Barracks,  and  Baton  Boure,oa 
the  Mis84flsippi,  to  institute  experiments  with  this  view.  It  woaU  be 
imponatitto  have  them  conducted  in  various  places,  near  ttieaounrei 
of  the  great  rivers,  immediately  below  the  moutln  of  their  mpectin 
tributaries,  and  at  points  near  to  where  the  great  riven  disembogue. 
We  should  thus  in  time  possess  statements  ui  the  accunraliLlE^solki 
contents  held  by  these  streams  in  their  progresa  to  the  ocean,  and  U 
able  to  gi^e  them  a  very  extensive  application.  Sines  mj  return,iol 
as  this  report  woe  going  to  thi;  press,  I  tiave  seen,  for  the  fini  lime,  an 
interesting  paper  by  Leonard  Horner,  Esq.,  a  distinguished  metaixr 
of  the  Geological  Society  of  London,  *'  on  the  amount  of  aolid  bbov 
suspended  in  the  water  of  the  Rhine,"  which,  in  the  hope  ii  imi  st- 
courage  gentlemen  in  the  army  to  undertake  the  experiment!  ban 
recommended,  I  shall  append  to  this  note. 

^  The  attention  of  geologist!  has  been  more  paiticularly  directed  o( 
late  to  the  importance  of  asceruining  the  quantify  of  solid  mauetbeld 
In  suspension  in  the  water  of  difierent  rivers,  as  affording  a  meanre 
of  the  amount' of  abraded  stone  transported  to  the  sea,  there  to  camt- 
tufee  the  materials  of  new  strata,  now  in  progress  of  furmotion. 

*'  During  a  late  residence  at  Bonn,  I  began  a  series  of  experioeui 
on  the  quantity  of  solid  matter  suspends!  in  the  water  of  im  RbiM, 
in  that  part  of  Its  course.  Several  interruptions  prevented  o«  noo 
advancmg  beyond  the  first  steps  of  my  proposed  inquity ;  bm  b»Tiu 
no  immediate  prospect  of  being  able  to  resume  it,  I  vemare  toGOs 
even  this  small  contribution  to  science,  as  the  facts  I  ssceituned  b»j 
not  be  considered  without  value. 

*'  I  made  two  sets  of  observations,  the  one  in  the  month  of  k\>f^ 
and  the  other  in  November.  The  apparatus  I  used  was  very  iimr4^ 
but  answered  the  purpose  perfectly ;  ss  it  may  be  constracud  m  a 
vexy  short  time,  and  almost  in  any  situation,  tha  facility  of  dsiio( 
the  observations  ought  to  increase  the  chance  of  others  of  the  aine 
sort  being  made  elsewhere.  It  consisted  of  a  stons  bottle,  capsble « 
containing  about  a  gallon,  and  furnished  with  a  cork  covered  with 
leather,  and  greased  ;  a  weight  of  about  ten  pounds  was  attachea  to 
the  bottom  of  the  bottle  by  a  rope  of  such  a  length  that,  when  w 
weizht  touched  the  ground,  the  mouth  of  the  bottle  might  be  at  ibew* 
sired  distance  from' the  bottom  of  the  river.  A  nope  was  attached  i« 
the  ear  or  handle  of  the  tx>ttle,  by  which  ft  was  let  down,  and  a  sinv 
was  fastened  to  the  cork.  As  soon  ss  the  bottle  hsd  resched  tud» 
fined  position,  the  cork  was  withdrawn  by  means  of  the  stri02.u» 
bottle  became  filled  with  the  water  at  that  particular  depth,  and  «« 
then  instantly  drawn  up.  The  water,  as  soon  as  drawn  up,  was  emp- 
tied into  glass  jars,  on  which  I  had  previously  marked  a  cenain  meat- 
ure.  The  quantity  of  water  on  which  I  intended  to  operate  was « ca- 
ble foot,  or  1,000  ounces,  and  I  collected  it  at  diflTerent  limfs:  wnc- 
sunce.  after  ooe^ird  of  a  cubic  foot  had  stood  in  the  jan  ^J^ 
days,  I  drew  off  the  clear  water  with  a  svphon,  and  another  thW« 
water,  fresh  taken  fn>m  the  river,  wss  added  to  the  sediment  left  u 
the  bottom  of  the  Jars  from  the  first ;  that  wss  allowed  to  Kind,  w 
clsar  water  was  sgain  drawn  off.  and  the  last  third  was  added  lo  tae 
same  way.  When  this  had  stood  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  the  accu- 
mulated sediment  was  removed  to  an  evaporating  dish,  (a  wroiwa 
saucer  will  do  quite  as  well,)  and  carefully  dried  in  a  centle  ms- 
The  dried  mass  was  the  amount  of  solid  matter  held  in  suspeoaiMi  la 
a  cubic  foot  of  water,  and  now  in  the  state  of  indurated  rood. 

"  J\r«t  a4t  of  obstrvationg.— The  water  was  taken  at  thedstawe 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  from  the  left  bank,  and  at  a  wpj 
of  six  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  the  toul  depth  of  tneriv^  * 
that  place  b^ing  thirteen  leet.  It  was  in  the  month  of  Ausosiranii  ^ 
Rhine  was  unusually  low.  The  water  in  the  river  had  a  jsltowiM  unp, 
and  was  turbid ;  uken  up  in  a  glass,  it  was  like  the  New  river  w^j 
in  London,  after  rain.  The  residuum,  when  dried  in  the  tn^am 
above  mentioned,  welgfaed  81.10  grains.  It  wss  of  a  P^i^^f".' 
ish  browu  color,  smooth  to  the  feel,  not  gritty ;  sad  It  eflnteKw 
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AmnBgat  tb«  most  interailiAg  iwalu  of  mjr  l«to  tour,  I 
ONift  «noinorai%  firut: 

The  wtablisbinentortbo  fiict,  from  personal  observation, 
of  tbers  beii^,  in  tbe  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory 
of  Arkansasi  au  amount  of  the  ores. of  lead  and  iroi\  of  an 
eiosUeoi  quality,  not  only  more  than  adequate  to  any  esti- 
mate cf  the  doni^Ktic  consumption  of  this  nation,  but  such 
at  may  justify  t[io  expecUtion  that  it  will  form  an  impor- 
t»oi  element  beraafler  of  commercial  exportation  from  that 
part  of  the  world.  When  it  U  considered  that  tbe  sulphuret 
of  kad  forms,  as  described  in  this  report,  such  an  impor- 
tant portion  of  the  solid  vock.at  one  point,  and  that  it  ex- 
iiti,  in  an  equally  profuse  manner,  perhaps,  through  va- 
liotts  points  for  a  distance  of  five  or  six  hundred  miles,* 
this  language  will  not  be  deemed  exUavagaiit. 

But  looking  forward  to  the  future  prospects  of  these  re- 
gions in  the  mining  branches  of  industry,  who,  that  has 
had  but  a  gTimpee  of  those  fertile  alluvial  territories  to  the 
south,  peneirated  by  co  many  thousands  of  miles  of  river 

briskly,  but  was  not  wh)lly  dissulvr>d,  when  dUulcd  muriatic  acid 
WM  pnured  upon  It.  In  appearance  and  properties  li  waa  undistin* 
tofhable  ifom  the  lama  [a  yellowish  aiay  ioaml  at  the  Rhiae  valfey. 
"A  cubic  loot  trfdwtilled  water  weiglia  437^«rain8;  iherefore,the 
solid  matier  araounted  lo  ihe  one  iwruiy  ihousana  seven  hundred  and 
ihtnr^tMnh  pan  of  ihe  cubic  fxK  of  w«ter. 

^*SbQands4i  ^obMrrxUiona^Thn  water  was  taken  ep  in  the  mid- 
ale  of  tb©  river, and  irum  aUiut  a  f»»ot  below  the  isurface.  It  waa  ilie 
rtwrnm  of  November,  and  a  sreat  dpnl  of  riiin  had  bllen  some  time  be- 
fai»aad4arlrv^  the  observailona.  Tlie  KMne  wu  of  a  deep  yellow, 
sod  more  turbid  ibaa  ia  4uguet;  bnt  whso  ukea  up  is  a  glaai,  U  ww 
not  very  different  in  appliance  from  wliai  It  had  l)eeu  then.  The 
cubic  foot  of  ismier,  in  place  of  being  eollected  on  tbree  differem^ee- 
CMious,  was  taken  up  on  aeven  diflbreat  days,  with  iotertals  of  iluee 
days  between  each. 

^  The  resldimm,  when  dried  In  (he  same  manner,  weighed  thirty- 
five  cralds,  whith  is  the  bne  tare! v«  ttiousaad  five  hundredth  part  of 
uatier.ia  one  Qubie  foot  of  the  water. 

**  It  was  my  Inieniion  to  have  repeated  these  o^iservations  at  dif&r- 
snt  seasons  of  the  year,  to  have  made  a  profit •^  of  the  bed  of  the  river 
from  shore  to  shore  at  Bonn,  and  to  havo  ascertained  the  Telocity  at 
different  parts  of  the  stream,  so  as  to  get  a  mean  vel*>city ;  the  depth 
of  the  river  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  for  there  Is  a  cauge  at  the 
port  :  Irtii  1  was  obligef  to  leave  Bonn  suddenly,  and  could  not  accom- 
plish my  dosi'^ns. 

'*  The  aUive  experiments  show  that  the  quantity  of  s^lld  matter  sus- 
pended in  water,  which,  in  the  nias9,  has  a  turbid  appcaranc*^,  may  lie 
very  trifling.  But  the  oziont  of  the  waste  of  the  lann,  and  of  the  solid 
materials  carried  to  the  sea,  which  even  such  minute  quantities  indi- 
cate, is  far  ereater  ilian  we  might  bo  led  to  Imagine  possible  from  such 
fracticRs  It  is  only  when  we  lako  into  account  the  great  volume  of 
water  c  ■nstantly  rolling  alon?,  and  tlie  protlicious  multiplying  power 
of  time,  that  we  are  able  to  discover  the  magnitude  of  the  operations  of 
this  silent  but  unceasing  agency.  In  the  alisence  of  more  accurate 
data  f  jr  my  calculations,  for  the  snke  of  showing  how  laree  an  extent 
of  wasi'«  15  indicated  by  water  holding  no  more  solid  matter  in  suspen- 
sion than  is  sufTiciont  to  didiurb  its  transparency,  I  shall  ossume  that 
the  Rhine  hi  Bt)nn  has  a  mean  annual  bn»a<Uh  of  twelve  hundred  feet, 
a  moan  dt jjih  throughout  iha  year  tif  caeon  feet,  and  that  the  mean 
velocity  of  all  pari.s  of  the  stream  is  two  miles  and  a  half  per  hour. 
These  asisuniptions  arfi  proiably  nt.t  far  disunl  from  the  truth.  I  shall 
take  the  average  amount  of  Milld  matter  ia  suspension  lo  be  twenty- 
eight  grains  ill  evory  cubic  font  of  tbe  viaier 

^*  IT  we  suppose  a  masi  of  water  of  a  foot  in  thickness,  15  feet  In 
depth,  and  l,«JO  feet  in  length,  we  shall  have  a  column  across  the  riv- 
er coiitaiuing  lS,(iOO  cubic  fret:  and  18,000  multiplied  by 28  gives 
54)4,000  grains  f>f  84>lid  matter  in  that  column. 

*'  A  cubic  foot  of  distilled  water  weighs  437,600  eriins;  and.  if  we 
Lake  tlie  solid  mailer  as  having  a  specific  gravity  ul  2.50,  a  Citbic  foot 
of  it  would  weitfli  1,093,750  grains. 

•*  If  ih-'  river  run  with  a  mean  velocity  of  two  miles  and  a  half  in  the 
hour,  1  >,'200  such  columns  would  pass  a  line  stretched  across  the  river 
©very  hour,  and  316/00  such  columns  evrry  twenty  four  hours ;  (1,760 

? arris  in  a  mile  equal  to  o,2dO  feet  multiplied  by  ^  equal  to  13,^00,  and 
3,201  multiplied  by  21  equal  to  316,800.) 
**If316J900  columns  be  rauUiplieil  by  604,000  grains,  and  the  pro- 
duct, I50,§67,'30f»,000,  be  dividod  by  1.093,750.  (the  number  of  grains  in 
a  cubic  foot  of  the  sMid  matter,)  we  have  145,980  cubic  feel  of  stone 
carrtetl  down  by  the  Rhine  nast  tlie  imaginary  line  every  tweniy-lbur 
hours — a  mass  greater  in  bulk  than  a  solid  tower  of  masonry  sixty  feet 
square,  and  forty  fc*»t  in  height.  If  we  multiply  115.960  by  3fe,  we 
have  1,973,433  cubic  yards  carried  down  In  the  year;  and  if  this  pro- 
ceaa  has  been  going  on  at  the  same  rate  for  the  lost  two  thousand 
yeaxa— and  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  river  has  andergone  any  ma- 
larial change  during  that  period— then  the  Rhiae  must,  m  that  time, 
b»TO  carried  down  nviterials  sofflcient  to  funa  a  stratum  of  stone  of  a 
yard  thick,  extending  over  an  area  more  than  thirty^six  miles  square. 
How  much  further  back  we  may  legitimately  carry  our  calculations, 
I  leave  it  to  those  to  fix  who  consider  that  there  are  any  dau  to  enable 
us  even  to  guess  at  what  epoch  the  Rhine  was  different  firom  what  it 
now  is,  either  in  respect  of  the  vulume  or  the  velocity  of  the  stream,  in 
that  part  of  its  course  atlaast  to  which  the  present  paper  refers." 
*  North  totlte  Ovisconsin  country. 
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navigation,  where  fifty  millions — and  a  much  greater  nam- 
her  might  be  asserted — of  North  Americans  have  yet  to 
establish  themselves ;  where  the  amount  produced  of  sugar 
and  cotton,  which  excites  the  admiration  of  our  own  day, 
will  be  referred  to  as  the  germ  of  production  hereafter ; 
where,  when  populous  cities,  increased  shipping,  and  well 
protected  plantations,  shall  have  placed  these  imperfectly 
known  regions  in  the  same  class  with  the  most  powerful 
portions  of  the  earth  ;  who  can  doubt  but  that  a  part  of 
the  immense  wealth  thus  accumulated  will  be  invested  ih 
working  the  inexhaustible  mines  which  lay,  as  it  were,  at 
the  very  door  of  New  Orleans,  a  city  evidently  destined  to 
rank  hereafter  amongst  the  first  in  the  world  1  If  one  na- 
tion can  ever  permanently  undersell  tbe  others  in  tho«o 
metals,  it  must  be  one  possessing  mines  from  whence  they 
can  be  extracted  with  equal  facility  as  from  those  in  ques- 
tion, and  exported  with  so  Utile  charge. 

I  consider  it  also  as  a  result  of  great  importance,  that 
the  extensive  investigations  which  I  have  so  recently  made, 
have  gone,  without  exception,  to  strengthen  the  opinion  I 
submitted  to  the  Geological  Society  of  London,  in  1823, 
as  to  the  series  of  rocks  in  the  United  States  being  the  na- 
tural equivalent  of  that  observed  in  Europe,  from  whence 
we  may  infer  that  the  causes  which  operated  to  bring 
the  rocks  there  into  the  particular  order  of  superposition  they 
preserve,  have  operated  here,  and  probably  have  acted  upon 
the  whole  crust  of  the  earth.  It  is  truo  we  have  not  yet 
found  that  remarkable  portion  called  the  oolitic  formation^ 
lying  above  the  coal  measures,  but  this  is  only  a  part  of 
the  series;  and  in  every. country  where  geology  has  hith- 
erto been  practically  studied,  some  part  or  other  of  the  se- 
ries ia  wanting.  At  many  points  of  our  Atlantic  coast, 
including  the  city  of  Washington,  there  is  no  rock  inter- 
vening between  the  superficial  detritus  and  tbe  gneiss, 
which  is  the  lowest  rock  but  one  of  the  whrle  scries.  Lo- 
calities, with  imperfect  arrangements  of  this  nature,  are 
like  a  harp,  where,  though  some  of  the  party-colored 
chords  may  be  wanting,  yet  the  rest  are  there,  and  pro- 
serve  their  unchangeable  superposition  to  each  other. 
This  correspondence  of  structure  will  result  in  making  the 
principles  of  the  science  of  geology,  like  those  of  geome- 
try, applicable  everywhere. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  ss  I  had  occasion  to  an- 
nounce in  18S8,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  tertiary 
and  subcrotaceous  be«la  of  the  coast,  nothing  more  recent 
than  the  coal-bearing  series  had  been  found  in  the  United 
States.  A  fact  so  unusual  in  a  continent  of  auch  great  ex- 
tent as  North  America,  can  hardly  be  attributed  to  denu- 
ding causes,  and  woald  rather  lead  us  to  the  inference  that 
this  part  of  the  globe  has  in  fact  emerged  from  the  ocean 
before  the  continent  of  Europe  did,  and  that,  geologically 
speaking,  in  reference  to  the  history  of  the  earth,  this  has 
very  strong  claims  to.be  called  the  old  world.  If  no  de- 
nuding causes  adequate  to  the  phenomenon  have,  been  in 
action,  we  must  cither  adopt  that  opinion,  or  suppose  that, 
whilst  other  parts  of  the  subaqueous  world  were  receiving 
sedimentary  depositee,  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  which  cov- 
ftrcd  the  vast  area,  devoid  of  the  entire  oolitic  system,  were 
situated  so  as  not  to  receive  any  sedimentary  materials. 
The  opinions  I  commtmicated  in  1828  have  be«n  confirm- 
ed by  my  late  tour,  and  strengthen  the  conclusion  to 
which  my  judgment  has  been  for  some  time  coming,  that 
this  contineut  is  much  older  than  the  European  continent. 

It  has  not,  however,  heen  found  easy  to  suggest  for  the 
duration^f  geological  events,  periods  of  which  our  own 
chronological  methods  shall  be  the  measure.  In  the  other 
hemisphere  it  h^been  found  that  species  have  not  changed 
materially  during^,  the  present  order  of  things,  which,  as 
far  as  we  csn  judge,  comprehends  the  existence  of  man, 
and  does  not  include  that  portion  of  time  when  any  of  the 
tertiary  beds  became  dry  land.  There  is  scarcely  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  remains  of  man  have  been  foun'i 
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in  transatlantic  coantriea  out  of  tbo  present  order  of  things, 
and  none  whatever  in  this  hemisphere.  For  the  prcSuc- 
tion  of  our  deltas,  it  must  he  evident  that  the  fAIl  measure 
of  our  chronologies  would  be  wanting.  If,  therefore,  du- 
ling  so  long  a  period  as  they  comprehend,  no  material 
changes  have  been  produced  in  species,  we  cannot  but 
infer  immense  durations  of  time  necessary  to  effect  so 
great  a  progression  in  organic  existence,  as  is  observed 
in  the  difference  between  recent  and  extinct  shells,  ani> 
mats,  and  plants  of  the  tertiary  formations.  What  then 
roust  be  the  relative  antiquity  of  this  continent,  if  so 
great  a  portion  of  it  became  dry  land  before  the  de- 
position of  the  oolitic  system  in  Europe,  itself  compre- 
hending phenomena  that  seem  to  set  at  defiance  every  hope 
to  compute  a  rational  duration  of  time  for  their  separate 
production  1 

It  will  be  felt,  also,  as  an  interesting  step  in  the  progress 
of  geological  knowledge,  that  we  shall  be  enabled  hereafter 
to  trace  with  accuracy  the  littoral  line  so  clearly  made  out 
by  the  subcretaceous  fossils  of  the  same  genera  which  have 
now  been  continuously  found  for  near  two  thousand  geo- 
graphical miles.  It  is  evident  that  the  ocean  retired  cotem- 
poraneously  from  this  line,  either  from  the  deepening  of  its 
bed,  produced  by  distant  causes,  or  from  the  elevation  of 
the  land ;  and  this  is  the  geological  period  which  may  be 
fixed  for  the  commencement  of  those  great  deltas  of  rich 
•llavial  matter  brought  down  by  the  rivers  alluded  to  in 
this  report,  and  which  are  hereafter  to  form  so  important  a 
portion  of  the  civilized  earth. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  state  that  I  have  made  ample 
collections  of  minerals  and  geological  specimens  of  the 
countries  I  have  visited,  all  of  which,  when  they  reach  this 
dty,  will  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Government, 

The  section  which  accompanies  this  report — and  which 
the  state  of  the  arts  in  this  country  well  admitted  of  being 


execoted  in  a  much  more  creditable  marnier-jprssmts  the 
geological  formations  which  occur  from  the  New  JeneT 
coast,  on  the  Atiantic  ocean,  to  Red  river,  on  the  Mexican 
confines,  along  an  inflected  line  of  abeut  one  thooMnd  lix 
hundred  miles,  which  I  have  personally  examined.   Ths 
course  to  PfashviUe  is  south  of  west;  thence,  to  Loaiivilli, 
east  of  north ;  thence,  to  8t.  Louis,  neariy  west ;  lod  the 
remainder  of  the  section  is  on  a  counw  west  of  lontlt 
The  inclined  lines  were  intended  to  represent  the  Vnimiioa 
beds,  and  the  horizontal  ones,  which  come  in  at  the  Ctm- 
berland  mountain,  to  represent  the  horizontalitjr  of  the  car* 
boniferous  limestone.     The  short  lines,  about  one-foimh 
of  an  Inch,  represent  the  localities  where  Uturauom  eotl 
was  seen.     It  would  not  have  been  practicable  to  introdvoe 
a  regular  scale  of  elevationii,  even  had  I  posiened  the  ma- 
terials for  one.     I  mention  here,  however,  a  few  loealidei 
by  way  of  approximation.     The  Alleghany  ridge,  through 
which  the  Potomac  cuts  west  of  Cuml^land,  Tiacsbetvea 
Prankstown  and  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  beigiit 
of  two  thousand  two  hundred  feet  above  tide  water  ierd. 
The  same  ridge,  west  of  Cumberland,  in  Marvltnd,  is  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  in  height.    Be» 
tween  Covington  and  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Kanawht  Tint 
the  ridge  measures  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten 
feet     These  are,  however,  depressed  points  selected  by 
engineers  for  canal  communicati9ns.    Many  of  the  nok- 
mits  exceed  three  thoosand  foet,  and  the  gsnenl  elefttioa 
of  the  ridges  in  the  Arlianeas  Territoiy  over  which  I  paned 
appeared  to  me  somewhat,  though  not  much,  inferior  in 
height  to  these  of  the  AUeghnny  ridges. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  FEATHERSTONHAUGH, 
V.   S.   Ctokgitt, 
[The  map  accompanying  the  report  is  necesssiiiy  omit- 
ted.] 
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PaMBB  at  THS  FiBST  SuSIOJT  OV  THS  TWMTT-VirrB  C0B«BBBt|  WHICH  WAS  BBOUH  AHB  HBU>  AT  THB  ClTT  Off 
WABBIjr«TOB»  IK  TBI  DiBTBICT  OF  CoKUXBlAy  OB  MoBBAT»  THB  T017BTH  BAT  OF  8bFTSXBBB»  OBB  TBOOtABB 
BIBHT  HUBB&BB  ABB  THIBTF-  BBYBV. 


An  act  to  pottpono  Uie  fourth  IntUiiiieiit  of  d^poiito  with 
theSutes. 
Be  it  enacted  bv  ike  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreemta- 
Umbo/ ike  VnUei  Siatee  of  Ameriea  in  Congrete  Ht- 
wnMcd;  That  the  tfrniiifer  of  tho  fourth  ioftalitMnt  of  do- 
poailB  dineted  to  bo  mBde  with  tho  8tatoa»  onder  tho  thir- 
taanth  aactioD  of  the  act  of  June  twaaty-third,  eigbtaen 
handrad  and  thirty-^ix,  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby,  poet- 
poned  till  the  first  of  Januaiy,  one  thoosand,  eight  ban- 
dred  and  thiity-mBa:  Fromded^  That  the  three  first  in- 
stalmcals  under  the  said  act  ahall  retaain  on  deposlte  with 
the  aiBlse  until  otherwise  dimeied  by  Congress. 

JAME8  K.  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeentativee* 
R.  M.  JOHNSON, 
President  of  the  Senate. 
AppioFed,  October  S,  1887. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

An  act  to  legolale  the  fees  of  the  district  attorneys  in  cer- 
tain ca»es. 

Beitenadedt  4rC',  That,  in  all  cases  of  extension  of 
the  time  of  payment  of  bonds  given  for  doties  on  imports, 
it  shall  be  acoording  to  such  directions  as  may  be  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  TrsaMry;  and  the  extension  of  pay- 
ment of  the  old  bond,  or  the  taking  of  a  new  bond,  shall 
be  by  the  respective  collectors,  subject  to  no  other  charge 
than  such  as  may  be  legally  receivable  on  the  taking  of  an 
original  bond,  upon  the  entry  of  merchandise. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  fee  shall 
accrue  to  any  district  attorney  on  any  bond  left  with  him 
for  collection,  or  in  a  suit  commenced  on  any  bond  for  the 
renewal  of  which  provision  is  made  by  law,  unless  the 
party  or  parties  shall  neglect  to  apply  for  such  renewal  for 
more  than  twenty  days  after  the  maturity  of  such  bond. 

Approved,  October  18,  1837. 

An  act  authori»ng  the  issus  of  Treasury  not6s.r 
Be  it  enaetedf  <!«.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  anthorixed  to  cause  IVeasory  notes  for  such 
mam  or  sums  as  the  ezigeneies  of  the  Government  may  re- 
quire, but  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole  amomit  of  notes  ia- 
■aed,  the  som  of  tea  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denomina« 
tions  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  for  any  one  note^  to  be  pre* 
pared,  signed,  and  issued,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pre- 
vidad. 

l9eo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the  said  Trees* 
ory  notes,  authoriied  to  ba  issued  by  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  shall  be  vsimbufMd  and  redeemed  by  the  United  Statee 
at  the  Treasury  thereof,  after  the  expiratioa  of  one  year 
from  the  datee  of  the  said  notes  respective^ ;  from  which 
said  dates  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  no  longer,  they 
ahall  bear  auph  interest  aa  shall  ba  expramed  upon  the  faoe 
of  the  said  notea ;  which  rate  of  interest,  upon  each  several 
iaaoa  of  tba  aaid  notea,  ahall  be  fixed  by  the  SecreUry  of 
tba  Treaaury,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of 
the  President;  but  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  rate  of  in^ 
farast  of  six  per  centum  per  annum.  The  reimbursement 
hareta  provided  for  shall  be  made  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  the  holders  of  the  said  notes  leapietively. 


upon  presentment,  and  shall  include  the  piincipal  of  each 
,note,  and  the  interest  which  may  be  due  thereon  at  tha 
time  of  payment  For  thia  reimburaement  at  the  time  and 
times  herein  specified,  the  foith  of  the  United  States  ia 
hereby  aotemnly  pledged. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  the  said  Treaa. 
ury  notes  shall  be  prepared  under  the  diiactioD  of  the  Secrau 
taiy  of  the  Treasury,  and  ahall  be  aigned,  on  behalf  of  tha 
United  Sutes,  by  the  Treasurer  thereof,  and  oounteiiigaad 
by  the  Register  of  the  Tieasury ;  and  that  thoee-officara  re- 
spectively shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and  to  sacoia 
the  public  safety,  keep  aaparatoi  full,  u>d  accurate  acoounta 
of  the  number,  date,  denomination,  and  amount  of  all  tha 
notes  signed,  and  countersigned  by  them  reepeetive^ ;  which 
said  account  shall  be  carefully  preaerved  and  placed  on  file 
in  the  Treasury  Department;  and,  also^  similar  aoooant% 
kept  and  preserved  in  the  same  manner,  of  all  the  aaid 
notes  redeemed,  as  the  same  shall  be  returned  and  can- 
celled ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  further  account  qvarterly 
for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for  signatore  or  iaaoa  fay 
the  Register.  The  Treasurer  and  Regieter  of  the  Traaa- 
ury  are  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the  oonasnt  and 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  to  employ 
&uch  additional  temporary  clerks  as  the  duties  anjotnad 
upon  them  by  this  section  may  render  neccsaaiy :  Pro* 
vided  said  number  shaU  not  exceed  four,  and  with  a  aal- 
ary  not  more  than  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  to 
each  per  annum. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authoriaed,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Presiaent  of  the  United  States*  to  cause  to  be  issued 
such  portion  of  the  said  Treaaury  notes  aa  the  Preaident 
may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  such  public  creditors  or  other  persons  aa  may 
ehoQse  to  receive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  at 
par.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  furthsr  autho- 
rized, with  the  «pprol|ation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Suto,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time^  not  under  par,  aueh 
auma  as  the  President  may  think  expedient,  on  the  credit  ' 
of  such  notes. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aaid  Treaa- 
ury notes  shall  be  transferable  by  deliveiy  and  assignment 
endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to  whose  order  the  same 
shall,  on  the  face  thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  aaid  Tieas- 
ury notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all  datiea  and 
taxea  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  State%  of  all  pub- 
lic lands  sold  by  the  said  authority,  and  of  all  debts  to  tha 
United  States,  of  any  cbaradef  whalMMvar,  which  may  ba 
due  and  payable  at  the  time  when  aaid  Treasury  notea  may 
be  ofiered  in  payment.  And,  on  every  such  payment^ 
credit  shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and 
interest  which,  on  the  day  of  auch  payment,  may  be  dna 
on  the  note  or  notea  thus  given  in  payment 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  paraon 
making  payment  to  the  United  States  in  such  Treaamy 
notea,  into  the  hands  of  any  collector,  receiver  of  public 
moneya,  or  other  public  officer  or  agent,  ahall,  on  hooka 
kept  according  to  such  forms  aa  shall  be  piaaeribad  by  tha 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  give  dupUcata  certificatea  of  tha 
number  and  raepeetlFa  aof  wit  of  principal  and  Intaaaat  of 
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each  tnd  every  Treasurf  note  thus  paid  by  such  person ; 
and  every  collector,  receiver  of  pabiic  moneys,  or  other 
public  officer  or  agent,  who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the 
said  Treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on  payment  of  the 
same,  .receive  credit  boih  for  principal  and  interest,  compu- 
ted as  aforesaid,  which  on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned 
payment  shall  appear  due  on  the  nole  or  notes  thus  paid 
in,  and  he  shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  aeeraed  on  such 
note  or  notes  from  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  received  by  him  in  payment  as  aforesaid,  to  the  day 
on  which  riie  same  shall  l>e  paid  by  him  as  aforesaid. 

•ec.  #•  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di^ 
leeted  to  causa  to  be  reimbursed  and  paid  the  principal  and 
kilerest  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  may  be  issped  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  at  the  several  time  and  times  when  the 
•ame^  toeordtng  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  should  be 
Chas  reimbursed  and  paid.  And  the  said  Secretary  is  fur- 
ther avthorited  to  make  purchases  of  the  said  notes,  at  psr, 
fi»r  the  aiiMMint  of  principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of 
purchase  on  such  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treaeury  as  msy  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose^  ie  hereby  appropriated,  for  paying  the  princi- 
pal and  inlersst  of  said  notes. 

8ec.  0.  And  be  itfwiher  enacted.  That  a  sum  not  ez- 
ceedhig  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  pnid  out  of  any  un- 
•ppmpriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  same  is 
oeieby»  appropriatad,  for  deflraying  the  expense  of  prepar- 
ing, priming,  engraving,  signing,  and  otherwise  incident 
to  the  issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this  act. 

8ee.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  cmmterreit,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  eoonterfetted,  or  willingly 
aid  or  assist  in  falsely  malting,  forgtno:,  or  counterfeiting, 
any  note,  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  Treasury 
note  aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  altered,  or  wHIingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  alter- 
ing, any  Treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass, 
utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as 
true,  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  note,  purponing  to 
be  a  Trsaaory  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
falsely  forged  or  eounteribited,  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  pub- 
lish, as  uue;  any  Ihlsely  altered  Treasury  note,  issued  as 
aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered,  every 
each  person  shall  bo  deemed  and  adjudged  gtiilty  of  felony, 
and,  being  thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a  pe- 
riod not  less  than  three  yeare,  nor  mere  than  ten  years, 
and  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

See.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cau»o  or  procure  to  be  made  or 
engraved,  or  4iall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any 
roeullic  plate,  engraved  after  the  similitude  of  any  plate 
from  which  any  notes  issued  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been 
printed,  with  intent  to  use  such  plate,  or  to  cause  or  suffer 
the  same  to  lie  oeed  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the 
notee  issued  ae  aforesaid ;  or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or 
pesoeasion  any  blank  note  or  notes  engraved  and  printed 
after  the  similitude  of  any  notee  ieeued  as  aforesaid,  with 
intent  to  «ee  auch  Manks,  or  eanse  or  sufier  the  same  t(»  be 
vaed  HI  fijrging  or  counleifoiting  any  of  the  notes  issued  as 
aforesaitit  or  shall  havisin  hie  custody  or  possession  any 
paper  adapted  to  the  making  of  noice,  and  similar  to  the 
paper  upon  vrhieh  any  such  notes  shall  have  htten  issued, 
with  intent  to  uae  each  pep^,  or  cause  or  sufifer  the  same 
to  be  used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes 
isBOad  as  aforesaid;  every  such  person,  being  thereof  con- 
vietad  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  Im- 
prisoned, and  kept  to  hard*hibor  for  a  term  not  less  than 
•hrre,  nor  mora  than  ten^  years,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not  ez- 
•eedtng  fire  thousand  dollars. 

ftas*  U.  And  b9U  further  wmKtidiThMihtBwn^Mf 


of  the  Treasury  be,  snd  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  msks 
and  issue,  from  time  to  time,  such  instructions,  rales,  and 
regulations  to  the  several  collectors,  receivers  of  public  mo* 
neys,  depositaries,  and  all  others  who  may  be  authorized  to 
receive  ibe  said  Treasury  notes  on  behalf  of  and  as  agents 
in  any  capacity  for  the  United  States,  as  to  the  safe-keep- 
ing, disposition,  retarn,  snd  cancelling  of  the  said  notes  so 
paid  to  and  received  by  them  respectively,  and  «•  to  their 
accounts  and  returns  to  the  Department  of  oil  such  receipts, 
as  may  aeem  to  him  best  calculated  to  promote  the  public 
interests  and  convenience,  and  secure  the  United  l$tates 
and  the  holders  of  the  said  notes  againet  (rauds  and  losses: 
Provided,  Thot  nothing  herein  contained  shsU  be  so  con- 
strued aa  to  authorize  the  Seeeetary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
wsue  any  of  eaid  notee,  bat  upon  tha  retarn  of  eaid  netm, 
or  any  of  them,  lo  the  Treasury ,  tba  aome  shall  be  GiBaeUal 

See.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  it  shall  h^ 
and  hereby  is,  mada  tlie  duty  of  tha  Secretary  of  the  Tttm- 
ury  to  couee  a  statement  to  be  published  monthly,  of  the 
amount  of  all  Treaeury  notea  issued  or  redeamed  in  par- 
suahce  of  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  that  the  pvwer  to 
iesoe  Treaaary  notea,  conferrsd  on  the  Preoidattt  of  lbs 
Uniteil  States  by  this  act,  ahall  cease  and  datorminn  on  tha 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight. 

Appro^rod,  October  It,  1837. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  oertain  Iowa  to  tha  dot*  ef  the 
next  aession  of  Congreas. 

Be  it  enaded,  4^.,  That  ail  acts  and  parts  of  acta,  or 
peoviaiona  contained  within  any  act,  wMcb,  by  the  lanM 
thereof,  are  made  to  expire  at  the  termination  of  the  first 
session  of  the  twonty-flfth  Congress,  bo,  and  the  aame  are 
hereby,  dedared  to  continue  In  force  to  the  end  of  tlnrt 
sesMion  of  Congross  which  ahall  commenoOf  or  ofaail  be  in 
aesMoo,  on  the  first  Monday  of  Depembei^  ettfOren  hnn- 
dred  aiid  thirty-seven. 

Approve!^  October  13,  1887. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  Ssr 
Ae  payment  of  hornea  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  miiiiery 
service  of  the  United  States,"  approved  Janaaiy  J  8,  1887. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  any  person  who  has  turned 
over  to  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes  his  horse,  aeddle^ 
bridle,  or  equipments,  bv  the  order  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, or  other  commandmg  officer,  shall  be  paid  the  value 
thereof;  that  the  claims  provided  for  under  this  act  shall  be 
adjusted  by  the  Third  Auditor,  under  such  rules  as  shall  bs 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  assent  of  the 
President.  Thta  act,  and  the  sl^  to  which  thb  ta  an 
amendment,  ehali  extend  to  mules  aa  well  oe  to  horseo. 
Decisions  under  this  act  shall  lie  reeorded  as  they  are  rp- 
qairad  to  be  recorded  hy  the  art  aforeaaid,  and  payment  sbaH 
he  made  as  is  required  by  that  act.  This  act  ahall  extend  ta 
cases  where  any  person  mentioned  in  the  act  to  which  ihia 
ie  an  amendment  ahall  have  died  in  the  eervioe^  and  ha 
horse,  saddle,  bridle,  or  equipments,  shall  have  been  (orn- 
ed  over  to  an  ofilcer,  or  other  person  ftv  the  benefit  of  the 
United  Sutee,  by  onler  of  the  proper  oflkssr  commanding^ 
and  not  restored  to  the  rsprsesntatiee  of  the  deceased,  or 
paid  for  by  tha  United  States. 

Approved,  October  14^  1887. 

Aa  Act  making  further  appropciationa  for  the  year  cigbtoen 
hundred  and  thirty  eaven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4rc>,  That  the  foHowmg  annshe,  and  tbt 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  be  paid  ont  of  any  iinap* 
propriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  vie. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congieas  and 
delegatei*,  two  hundred  and  fortyeight  thoneand  live  hniH 
dteddoHsfi. 
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Lawiofthe  United  Statei, 


[25th  Ooiro.  l8C  8km. 


For  stationary,  (uet,  printing,  aniJ  all  otlifer  contingent 
♦xpensea  of  the  Senate,  thirty  thousand  dollani. 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  fifty  thoasand 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  navy,  as  enumerated 
in  the  act  of  the  third  of  March  last,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  appropriated  by  that  act,  one  hundred  and  twenjty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protectian  of  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,  ten  thousand  ddllars.  , 

Tor  defraying  the  expensef  attending  the  prosecution  of 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  by 
<he  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expensea  in  the  office  of  the  Treas- 
urer, &ye  hundred  dollars. 

For  prepartnf,  printing,  and  binding  docaments  ordered 
hy  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  second  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  twenty-fifth  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  the  second  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-seven,  to  be  disbursed  under  the 
diiection  of  4he  committee  to  audit  and  control  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Senate,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  efuteted.  That  if  the  revenue 
from  duties,  or  from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  receiTing  and  colieeting  officers,  be  not 
eufficient  at  any  time  to  pay  debentures  and  other  charges 
which  are  by  existing  laws  made  payable  out  of  the  accru- 
ing revemia  before  it  is  transferred  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  autho- 
Tixed  to  pay  the  said  debentures  and  other  charges  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
«f  the  Treesary  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  arrange 
•nd  settle  any  of  the  outstanding  transfer  draAs  given  to 
transfer  moneys  to  the  States  under  the  act  of  twenty-third 
4>f  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty ^x,  and  which  have 
not  been  paid  by  the  depositories  upon  which  they  were 
xirawn  or  otherwise  arranged  and  settled  by  the  United 
tStates,  by  receiving  such  draAs  at  par  in  payment  of  any 
^ebta  due  to  the  United  States,  without  any  allowance  of 
Interest  for  the  time  the  drafts  have  been  outstanding  and 
unpaid,  or  any  other  ailewanee  for  interest  or  damages  of 
siny  description. 

Approved,  October  16,  1887. 

An  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  suppres- 
aion  of  Imiian  hostilities  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

^  Be  it  enact^dt  4re.  That  the  further  sum  of  one  million 
six  hundred  thoasand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tressury 
Slot  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  any  expenses  which 
iiave  been  or  may  be  incurred,  in  preventing  or  suppress- 
ing the  hostilities  of  any  Indians;  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  the 
acts  of  Coogrew  of  the  nineteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-iix,  and  of  the  second  of  July,  eighteen 
liandred  and  thirty-six,  and  of  the  acta  therein  refoned  to. 
Approved,  October  16,  1637. 

An  Act  avthoriaing  a  further  postponement  of  payment 
upon  duty  bonds. 
Be  it  enacted,  4re.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  grant  such  fhrtber  ex- 
tension of  credit  upon  all  bonds  for  duties  now  ontatanding 
mm  shall  make  the  whole  extension  of  credit  npon  each  bond 
nine  months  frord  the  time  when  the  original  bond  became 
due  and  payable;  making  the  extension  in  each  case  to  de- 
pend upon  the  same  conditions  as  to  additional  security, 
the  payment  of  interest,  and  other  terms,  which  have  been 


prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department,  to  the  ettension 
of  revenue  bonds  since  May  last:  Frtfvided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  include  any  existing 
bonds  where  the  parties  to  the  same  have  not,  since  the 
bonds  became  payable,  given  additional  security,  or  made 
part  payment,  and  are,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, considered  insolvent,  or  unsafb  securities  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  bonds. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacled.  That  a  credit  of  three 
and  six  months  shall  be  allowed  on  the  dnty  of  all  mer- 
chandise which  shall  haye  been  or  may  be  imported  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  upon  which  the  du- 
ties are  payable  in  equal  instalments,  in  cash,  and  that  the 
bonds  received  for  such  duties  shall  be  payable,  hearhig  in- 
terest at  the  rote  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  ehidl  be 
in  the  form  and  upon  the  condittoitt  preecribed  by  exisliBg 
laws  and  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  the  se- 
curity in  any  bond  which  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be 
poetponed,  is  entirely  satisfactory,  the  principal  or  sureties 
in  the  same  shall  not  be  disabled  from  being  in  the  mean 
time,  till  the  period  of  postponement  provided  for  by  this 
act  expires,  received  aa  principal  or  sureties  in  other  bonds 
for  duties,  notwithstanding  the  bond  first  given  may  not 
have  been  actually  paid,  discharged,  or  extended,  before  or 
on  the  day  it  fell  due :  Provided,  That  such  principal  and 
sureties  shall  be  found,  in  all  other  respects,  safe  and  satis- 
factory security  for  the  funds  to  which  they  may  be  pro- 
posed as  parties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  opention 
of  all  prior  laws,  and  parts  of  laws,  so  far  as  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  be  suspended  in  the  particulars  in  which  they 
may  conflict  with,  or  difier  from,  its  proTisaons,  until  this 
act  shall  cease  by  ita  own  limitations. 

Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

An  Act  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late 
deposiie  banks. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sre.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue  to  withdraw 
the  publ)c  moneys  now  remaining  in  any  of  the  former  de- 
posits banks,  in  a  manner  aa  gradual  and  convenient  to  the 
institutions  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  pecuniary  wanta 
of  the  Government,*  and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be 
drawn;  and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty -six,  under  which  those  depositee 
were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank  which  has  met, 
and  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. This  provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public 
moneys  as  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  Iwnks,  whether 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States^ 
or  of  any  disbursing  or  other  public  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  neg- 
lect or  refiAal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  comply  with  the 
requisKions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  shall 
make  them,  in  conformity  with  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
suite  shall  be  instituted,  where  that  has  not  already  been 
done,  to  recover  the  amounta  due  to  the  United  States^ 
unices  the  defaulting  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  bond, 
with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  pay  to  the  United  States  the  whole  money^  due 
from  it  in  three  instalments.  The  first  to  be  paid  on  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  the  second  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  the  remaining 
instalment  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nme;  and  the  default  mentioned  in  this  acton  which 
interest  is  te  commence  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  shall  be 
understood  to  be  the  neglect  or  omission  of  said  banks,  or 
any  of  them,  to  answer  the  drafts  or  requisition*  of  the 
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Sfcratery  of  the  Trearary,  made  on  them  according  to  the 
provuiooe  of  the  first  aection  of  this  act ;  and  intereit  there- 
on at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annom,  from  the  time 
of  default  together  with  any  damages  which  may  have  ac- 
crued to  the  United  States  from  protests  of  drafts  drawn  up- 
on it»  or  from  any  other  consequences  of  its  failure  to  fulfil 
its  obligations  to  the  public  Treasury. 
Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  D.  P.  Madison. 
Be  U  enacted,  A'C-9  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorixed  and  requested  to 
cause  to  be  executed  a  grant  and  reconveyance  to  Mrs.  D. 
P.  Madison,  her  excutons  administrators,  and  assigns,  of 
the  light  to  publish  in  foreign  countries,  for  her  own  benefit, 
tba  maoascript  dsbatca  of  the  eonvaotion  which  formed  tha 


constitution  of  this  Government,  as  well  as  the  nett  vtvk 
of  any  such  publication  which  may  have  been  ordered  by 
her :  Provided,  however.  That  she  shall  not  be  tllowed  to 
withdraw  from  the  possession  of  the  Government  citlicr 
of  the  copies  of  said  debates  which  accompanied  her  con- 
veyance. 
Approved,  October  14,  1897. 

A  Resolution  directing  the  postage  on  letters  tent  by  the 
Express  Mail  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

Resolved,  Jrt-*  That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  lod  in 
is  here^,  directed  to  cause  the  postage  on  all  letten  mt 
by  the  Express  Mail  of  the  United  Statca  to  be  paid  io  id- 
vauce  at  the  time  of  depositing  them  fiir  tiansportatioD  by 
said  mail. 

Approved,  October  It^  1037. 
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Abolition  of  slavery,  petitions  for  the,  presented,  512. 

Additional  duties  on  public  officers.     (See  Duties.) 

Adjooioment,  proposition  for,  submitted,  250 ;  agreed  to, 
269 ;  amendment  by  the  House  considered  and 
adopted,  469 ;  committee  appointed  to  inform  the 
President  of,  556. 

Alabama,  resolution  to  restore  jurisdiction  to  district  court 
in,  6;  amended  by  including  Arkansas,  and 
agreed  to,  9. 

Appropriation  bill,  (general,)  received  from  the  House, 
amended,  passed,  and  returned  to  H.  R.,  553; 
returned  by  H.  R.  with  non-concureence  in 
amendment,  556 ;  receded  from,  556. 

Attorneys,  district.     (See  Duty  Bonds.) 

BtLuk  of  United  States,  report  of  Commiitee  of  Finance  on 
sundry  memorials  for  the  establiahment  of  a,  270 ; 
amendments  proposed,  270 ;  motion  to  postpone, 
371 ;  further  amendments  proposed^  271  ;  reso- 
lution adopted,  282. 

Banks.     (See  District.) 

Bankruptcy,  motion  to  discbarge  the  commiitee  from  that 
subject,  533;  agreed  to  551. 

Bonds.     (See  Dui^f  Bonds.) 

Business  of  the  session,  the  ordinary,  to  lie  on  the  tabla,  8. 

Chaplain  elected,  7. 

Chaplain,  extra  compensation  to,  556. 

Clay,  Mr.  C.  C,  credentials  of  presented,  2. 

Committees,  motion  to  appoint  standing,  3. 
announced,  6. 
on  Patents,  5. 
to  inform  the  President  of  adjournment,  556 . 

Congress,  convocation  of,  by  proclamation,  2. 
Courts,  to  restore  jurisdiction  to  district,  in  Alabama  and 
Arkansas,  8,  9. 
resolution  to  alter  time  for  holding  ninth  judicial 
district,  8. 
Baposites  with  the  States,  bill  to  postpone  fourth  instalment 

of.     (See  Fourth  Instalment.) 
Deposite  banks,  bill  to  adjust  remaining  claims  on,  report- 
ed,  10;  considered  and  amended,  76;  passed, 
77 ;  returned  by  House  with  amendments,  554 ; 
amended  and  returned  to  H.  R.,  556 ;  conoarre^ 
in  by  House,  556. 
Dickina,  Asbury,  elected  SecreUry  of  the  Senate,  7. 
District  baukf,  bill  to  force  the,  «o  resume  specie  payments, 
Uken  up  and  considered,  525 ;  proposed  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  t^  be  engrossed, 
532,  533 ;  passed,  550. 
Doorkeeper  elected,  2. 

Duty  bonds,  bill  authorizing  the  postponement  of  the  pay- 
ment of,  reported,  10;  considered,  76,  76;  or- 
dered to  third  reading,  77 ;  passed,  77 ;  amend- 
ment by  House,  525;  concurred  in,  551. 
Duties,  additional,  as  depositaries  in  certain  cases,  bill  im- 
posing, on  public  officers,  reported,  1  i ;  consid- 
ered, and  amendment  proposed,  105;  debated, 
105  to  269 ;  motion  to  postpone  negatived,  269 ; 
amendment  proposed,  282,  310;  debated,  310 
to  422,  423  to  440,  441  to  469,  470  to  495 ; 
amendments  adopted,  and  bill  ordered  to  third 
reading,  496,  497 ;  read  third  time  and  passed, 
499,  511. 

Vol.  XIV.— I 


Duties,  bill  to  remit,  on  certain  goods  destroyed  by  firs  lo 
New  York,  considered  and  ordered  to  third  read- 
ing, 269. 

Duty  bonds,  fees  on  renewal  of,  resolution  of  inquiry,  351 ; 
bill  reported,  422 ;  considered,  440 ;  laid  on  th« 
table,  498;  taken  up,  512,  513,  514;  amend- 
ments adopted,  515;  ordered  to  third  reading, 
516;  passed,  518. 

£rie,  memorial  from,  praying  for  M'Adamised  turnpike,  5. 

Express  mail,  resolution  requiring  payment  in  advance  on 
all  letters  sent  by  taken  up,  and  passed,  612. 

Fees  of  district  attorneys,  bill  regulating,  reported,  422 ; 
considered,  440 ;  laid  on  the  table,  498 ;  taken  up, 
513;  amendments  proposed  and  adopted,  613, 
514,  616 ;  ordered  to  a  3d  reading,  516 ;  paaaed, 
518. 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on,  extra     ^ 
copies  to  be  printed,  6.  ' 

Ftuanoa^  report  of  committee  on,  7,  9,  10,  11,  66^  104, 
269. 
notice  of  bill  designating  the  Ainds  to  be  Moetved 
in  payment  of  public  dues.     (See  Public  Dues.) 

Fire,  relief  of  sufferers  by.    (See  New  York.) 

Fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  States,  bill  to  post- 
pone, reported,  7 ;  C4>nsiderod,  9,  10,  1 1  to  80 ; 
amendments  proposed,  30,  31  ;  ordsved  to  3d 
reading,  31;  debate  on  its  passage,  31  to  45; 
passed,  45 ;  amendment  by  the  House  considered, 
421 ;  concurred  in,  422. 

Gales  dt  Seaton's  Sute  Papers,  resolution*to  supply  mem- 
bers with,  553. 

Goods  and  merchandise,  bill  to  authorize,  to  be  deposited 
in  public  stores,  reported,  10;  considered,  76,  77, 
516,  518;  motion  to  postpone  negatived,  510; 
amendment  adopted,  519;  again  taLsn  up,  622; 
motion  to  postpone  negatived,  525 ;  ordered  to  8d 
reading,  525 ;  passed,  550.  • 

Height,  Stephen,  elected  sei^geant-at-arms,  2. 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  making  provision  for  the  suppreajioii 
of,  considered  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  269. 

Indian  hostilities^  bill  for  the  suppression  of,  received  from 
the  House,  553;  read  the  3d  time  and  passed,  664. 

King,  Mr.,  of  Alabama,  elected  president  pro  tem.  of  iSte 
Senate,  551. 

Madison  Papers,  bill  relinquishing  to  Mrs.  Madison  tht 
copy-right  of,  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  533;  passed,  551  ;  signed,  552« 

Mails,  (see  Express.) 

Meeting  of  the  Senate,  hour  of,  Axed,  11,  31,  360,  269, 
556. 

MerrJiants'  bonds,  (see  Duty  bonds.) 

resolution  proposed  to  inquire  what  fees  are  due  by 
law  on  the  renews!  of,  351. 

Message  of  President  of  the  United  Stetes  at  opening  of 
session,  communicated,  3. 

New  York,  memorial  of  merchante  of,  relating  to  exten- 
sion of  revenue  bunds,  50. 
memorial  of  merchants  and  citizens  of,  for  remis* 
sion  of  duties  upon  goods  burnt  in  the  fire  of 
1836,  60. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of, 
reported,  104  ;  ordered  to  third  reading,  269. 
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OfAe&n  of  the  Senate  elected,  8. 

extra  pay  to,  551. 
Order,  poinU  of,  decided,  273,  810. 
Patents,  committee  on,  appointed,  6. 
Pay,  extra,  to  officera  of  the  Senate,  651. 

to  the  chaplain,  556. 
Petitiont,  to  lie  on  the  table,  8. 

Preaident  United  Statee,  proclamation  of,  calling  an  extra 
meeting  of  Congress,  2. 

message  of,  at  opening  of  session,  communicated,  3> 

pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  elected,  551. 
Public  stores,  (see  Goods  and  merchandise,) 
Public  dues,  notice  of  bill  designating  the  fands  to  be  re- 
ceived in  payments  o^  49 ;  bill  introduced,  77. 
Quoram,  House  notified  of  a,  2. 

of  the  House  announced,  3. 
Rerenaes  of  the  Government,  funds  receivable  in  payment 

of.     (see  Public  dues.) 
Hoane,  Mr.,  credentials  of,  preseuted,  2. 
Rules,  standing,  amended,  5. 

the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  at 
the  Capitol,  made  a  standing,  50. 

joint,  suspended,  552. 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  elected,  7. 
Senators,  list  of,  2. 
8ergeant-at-arms,  elected,  2. 
Slavery.     ^Se9  AboUtion.) 
Slicer,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  chaplain,  7. 
Spirituous  liquors,   resolution  forbidding  the  sale,  or  ex- 
hibition o^  at  the  Capitol,  50. 
State  Papers,  resolution  to  supply  members  vrith  Gales  & 

Seaton's,  considered  and  adopted,  552. 
Strange,  Mr.,  credentials  of,  presented,  2. 
Sub-Treasury.     (See  Duties^  additional) 


Texas,   petitions  against  annexation  o(  prsM&ted  100 

405,  533. 
Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  &e  iuue  of,  reported,  9, 
considered,  45  to  49 ;  postponed,  49  *,  tgtio  taken 
up,  50  ;  amendroenU  proposed,  66,  67,  75 ;  «• 
dered/to  a  third  reading,  73 ;  pasted,  77. 
Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  an  issue  of,  reoeived  from 
the  Hotfse,  617 ;  read  twice  and  referred  618 ; 
reported  620  ;  amendment  propoeed  520 ;  negt. 
tived  522 ;  passed  522. 
Vice  President  retires  from  the  chair  of  the  Seaate,  551. 
Vicksburg,  port  of  entir  at,  104. 
Wyer,  Edward,  elected  door-keeper,  2. 
Warehouse  bill.     (See  Goods  and  jnerehandite,) 
Teas  and  nays  on  amendment  to  bill  to  postpone  paynmt 
of  fourth  instalment  to  Ststes,  30,  31 ;  on  en- 
grossing the  bill,  31 ;  on  passage,  46. 
on  postponing  Treasury  note  bill,  49. 
on  amendment  to  Treasury  note  bill,  75. 
on  third  reading  of  Treasury  note  bill,  75. 
on  postponing  sub-Treasury  bill,  269 ;  on  piM|«, 

611. 
on  resolution  in  relation  to  the  expsdiencj  of  m> 

Ubiishing  a  national  bank,  271,  282. 
on  amendment  of  House  to  deposits  bill,  482. 
on  amendment  to  attorneys*  fee  bill,  613. 
on  recommitment,  516. 
on  postponing  warehouse  bill,  519,  525. 
on  amendment  to  same,  519. 
on  third  reading  of  same,  525. 
on  amendnwnt  to  Treasury  note  Ull  from  thi 

House,  522. 
on  passage  of  same,  522. 
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Allen,  Mr.,  on  national  bank,  278. 
Bayard,  Mr.,  oi^  sub-Treasury  bill,  423. 

on  warehouse  bill,  524. 
Benton,  Mr,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  46,  66,  520,  521. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  188,  310,  497. 

on  national  bank,  280,  281. 

on  District  banks,  526. 

on  bankrupt  law,  533. 
Black,  Mr.,  on  petitions  for  national  bank,  281. 
Brown,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  36. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  406. 
Buehanan,  Mr.,  on  the  businees  to  be  acted  on  during  the 
session,  8. 

on  printing  Presldefnt's  message,  3. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  26,  29,  30. 
('       on  bill  to  deposite  merchandise  in  public  stores,  77. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  851,  492,  496. 
'  on  adjournment,  469. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  498,  513,  615. 

on  warehouse  bill,  516,  522,  524. 

on  District  banks,  529,  530. 

on  Mil  claims  on  deposite  banks,  555. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  558. 
Calhoun,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  7, 10,  14,  29,  84. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  47,  48,  49,  50,  75,  518. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,   184,   186,   187,    188,   243 
250,  326,  487,  440,  469. 

on  national  bank,  271,  275. 

on  warehouse  bill,  616,  517,  518,  519,  524. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  514. 
Clay,  Mr ,  of  Alabama,  on  restoring  jurisdiction  to  district 
courts,  8,  9. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  47. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  501,  511. 


Clay,  Mr.,  on  subscription  to  Gales  and  Seaton'i  BtttePi* 
pers,  552. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  653. 

on  adjusting  claims  on  deposite  banks,  655. 
Clay,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  appointment  of  rtandini  com- 
mittees, 3. 

on  ptinting  President's  message,  3. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  45,  46,  47,  521. 

on  bill  to  deposite  merchandise  in  public  itorei,  76. 

on  sub-TVeasury  bill,  261,  298. 

on  national  bank,  270,  273. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  497,  613,  514. 

on  warehouse  biU,  516,  517,  518,  520,  622,  524, 
525. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  on  District  banks,  680. 
Crittenden,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  34. 

OB  bankrupt  taw,  550. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  810,  496.  ^ 

on  attomeya'  fee  bill,  515. 
Davis,  Mr.,  on  annexation  of  Texas,  160. 
Grundy,  Mr.,  on  amending  rules,  5. 

on  restoring  jurisdiction  to  district  courts,  8. 

on  attorney's  fee  bill,  42%,  440,  497,  514,  615. 

on  express  mail  postage,  512,  513. 

on  adjournment,  469. 

on  District  banks,  532. 
Hubbard,  Mr.,  on  appointment  of  standing  Cbmmittecfi,  «• 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  310,  831. 

en  District  banks,  531. 

on  adjournment,   469. 
Kent,  Mr.,  on  District  banks,  636,   527. 
King,  Mr.,  of  G^rgia,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  46,  74. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  208. 
King,  Mr.,  of  Alabama,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  49. 
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Kingi  Mr,,  on  adjournment,  469. 
on  DiiCrict  banks,  630. 

retnrna  thanks  on  being  elected  to  the  chair,  651. 
on  abolition  petitions,  613. 
on  warehouse  bill,  516. 
on  extension  of  credit  on  merchants*  bonds,  626. 
Knight,  Mr.,  on  warehoase  bill,  519. 
on  express  mail  postage,  512. 
Linn,  Mr.,  on  Gales  &  Beaton's  State  Papers  and  Debates, 

662. 
McKean,  Mr.,  on  extra  pay  to  officers  of  the  library,  661. 
Niles,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  12,  80. 
sob-Treasury  bill,  105,  286. 
warehouse  bill,  5 19,  624. 
District  banks,  630. 
Treasury  note  bill,  521. 
Nonrell,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  621. 
District  banks^  625,  629,  582. 
warehouse  bill,  520. 

Gales  6c  Seaton's  State  Papers  and  Debates^  662. 
Indian  hostility  bill,  563. 
Prentiss,  Mr.,  on  presenting  abolition  petitions,  612. 
Preston,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  hill,  31,  42. 
national  bank,  270,  272,  275,  276. 
sub-T  reasury  bill,  383,  406,  428,  .496. 
slavery  memorials,  406,  512. 
RiTss,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  11,  12,  18,  16. 

bill,  funds  to  be  received  for  public  dues^  49,  77. 
sub-Treasury  bill,  186,  187,  247,  310. 
national  bank,  279. 

on  petitions  of  John  C.  L<Hig  and  Ebeneier  Ridge- 
way,  552. 
on  Oales  fe  Beaton's  State  Papers  and  Debates,  662. 
Roane^  Mr.,  on  national  bank,  274. 
Bevier,  Mr.,  on  restoring  jurisdiction  to  district  courts,  9 ; 

on  district  banks,  680. 
Smttb,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  national  bank,  273. 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  128. 
on  District  banks,  638. 

on  bill  adjustment  claims,  on  deposits  banks,  654. 
Southard,  Mr.,  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  510. 
on  bankrupt  law,  621. 


Strange,  Mr.,  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  188,  148,285, 
497. 

on  District  banks,  629,  630,  681. 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  30. 

on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  160,  184. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  498,  51.%  614,  516. 
Tipton,  Mr.,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  244. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  421. 
Walker,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  7,  41. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  48,  73,  75. 

on  resolution  .port  of  entry  at  Vicksburg,  104. 

on  national  bank,  282. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  288. 

on  District  banks^  680. 
Wall,  Mr.,  on  extra  pay  to  oflicers  of  the  library,  661. 
Webster,  Mr.,  on  postponing  fourth  instalment  7,   1 1, 
18,  16,  25,  28. 

on  Treasury  note  MU,  76,  617,  621. 

on  bill  extension  merchants'  bonds,  75. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  811,' 832,  361,  486,  498, 
496,  510. 

on  Sunday  speech  at  Baltimore,  610,  511. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  851,  440,  498,  514. 

on  warehouse  bill,  619. 

on  District  banks,  631. 

on  presenUng  petitions  annexation  of  Texas,  638. 

on  general  appropriation  bill,  668. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  663,  554. 

on  adjusting  claims  on  deposite  banks,  666. 
Wright,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  7,  9,  10,  20,  421. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  45,  46, 47.  48,  49,  74,  620. 

on  bill  extension  merchants'  bonds^  76,  526. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  441. 

on  attorneys'  fee  bill,  498,  516. 

on  warehouse  bill,  516,  517,  618,  620,  628. 

on  District  banks,  526,  580,  538. 

on  subscription  to  Gales  &.  Beaton's  State  Papers, 
562. 

on  Indian  hostility  bill,  668. 

on  claims  on  deposite  banks,  664,  565. 

on  general  appropriation  bill,  666. 
Toung,  Mr.,  on  District  banka,  680. 


DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Aboliiion  of  slavery  in  the  District,  petitions  for  the,  pre- 
sented, 764,  1355. 
Acts  of  Congress,  bill  to  extend  the  operation  of  certain, 

passed,  1289. 
Adjoarnment,  resolution  fixing  a  day  for,  987,  1166. 

motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  negatived  1167;  amend- 
ment to  extend  time  o^  to  1 6th  October  agreed 
to,  1178. 
to  postpone  further  consideration  of,  negatived, 
1174;  reaolution  passed,  1 174;  committee  to  in- 
form the  Preaident  of,  1728. 

Allen,  Thomas,  elected  printer  to  the  House,  682. 

Appropriation  bill,  general,  taken  up,  iVll ;  amendment 
proposed,  1712;  concurred  in,  and  bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  1716;  amendmenta  pro- 
poeed  by  the  Senate,  concurred  in,  1718. 

Appropriations  for  Seminole  war,  bill  making,  taken  up, 
1716;  laid  aside^  1716;  read  a  thini  time  and 
passed*  1717. 

Attorneys'  fees,  on  bonds,  bill  regulating,  (from  the  Sen- 
ate,^ read  three  times  and  pasMd,  1406. 

Banke»  (see  X>is/rte/. ) 

Bank  of  Missouri,  resolution  asking  information  in  relation 
to,  628. 

Bank,  national,  petition  of  citisena  of  Mount  Vernon,  Indi- 
ana, for  a,  697. 


Bankrupt  law,  inexpediency  of  reporting  a,  at  this  see- 

sion,  699. 
Bank,  national,  report  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

on  establisbiog,  801 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 

negatived,  802;  again  taken  up,  915,  998, 1 152; 

motion  to  refer  to  Committee  of  the  Whole,  1217, 

1254;  report  concurred  in,  1259. 
Banks,   Corporations,  dco.    resoluiion  calling  for  eorres- 

pondence  with,  in  relktion  to  Treasury  note  bill, 

1151;  agreed  to,  1162. 
Bonds,  attorneys'  fees  on,  (see  At(amey$*feet.) 
Boundaiy,   reeolution  calling    for   correspondence    with 

Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the    northeastern, 

614;  motion  to  print  6,000  copies  President's 

message  in  relation  to,  998. 
Businesa  of  the  session,  resolution  determining  whal^  shall 

be  taken  up,  592 ;  agreed  to,  602. 
Call  of  the  House  ordered  916,  UOS,  1103,  1186,  1216, 

1257,  1398,  1684. 
Carr,  Mr.,  appointed  doorkeeper  to  the  House,  666. 
Casting  vote  of  Speaker,  1267,  1322. 
Chapkin  elected,  602. 

Claiborne,  Mr.,  declared  entitled  to  his  seat,  1217. 
Claims  against  France^  prior  to  1800,  petitions  ibf  com* 

pensation  for,  presented,  698. 
Clerk  of  the  Hooae,  election  o^  666. 
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Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Preeident  end  inform  him  of 
a  quorum,  666  ;  report  of,  666. 

Committee*,  standing,  announced,  684 ;  motion  to  releaae 
the,  from  the  consideration  of  petitions,  §99; 
agreed  to,  602. 

.Conte<:ted  election,  (see  Miasis.nppi.) 

Curi:ency,  (see  DUtrict  of  Columbia.) 

Defaoltere*  accounU,  resolution  asking  information  in  re- 
lation to,  628. 

Depositee  with  the  State*.     (See  Fourth  Imtalmtni.) 

Deposit*  banks,  bill  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  on  the 
late,  introduced  and  referred  to  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  621, 
•imilar  bill  from  the  Senatd^  taken  up,  1402. 
motion  to  strike  oat  enacting  clause  and  inseit  a 
substitute,  1402;  other  amendments  proposed, 
1403,  1404;  deb<ted,  1406  to  1443;  again  Uken 
up,  1686  to  1711;  aaaendment  proposed,  and 
agreed  to,  1717;  bill  passed,  1717;  amendments 
of  the  Senaie  considered,  1719  to  1723 ;  motion 
to  lay  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table,  nega- 
tived, 1724;  amendment  of  the  Senate  concur- 
red in,  1724. 

District  banks,  bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of,  introduced,  628, 

District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  restrain  the  circulation  of  small 
notes  in  tbe,  taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tbe  table,  1641. 

Doorkeepers  to  the  House  appointed,  666. 

Dorsey,  Roderick,  appointed  Sergeant-at-arms,  566. 

Duty  bonds,  bill  authorizing  postponement  of  payment  o( 
introduced,  614;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  616;  similar  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate taken  up,  1397;  amendments  proposed  and 
adopted,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the  House, 
1398;  taken  up  and  various  amend  menu  pro- 
posed, 1398  to  1.401 ;  bill  read  a  third  time  and 
pasted,  1401. 

Duties,  additional,  bill  imposing,  on  public  officers,  intro- 
duced 619;  referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia, 
630.  (SeeiWfO.) 
additional,  bill  (from  the  Senate)  imposing,  on  puh- 
lic  officers,  taken  up,  and  referred  to  same  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  as  House  bill,  1268;  again 
taken  up  and  debated,  1380  to  1397;  motion  to 
strike  out  enacting  clause  and  insert  subatitota, 
1397;  bill  laid  aside,  1397;  again  taken  up, 
1444  to  1635;  amendment  rejected,  1536;  aub- 
Btitute  proposed,  1635;  debated,  1641  to  1681; 
substitute  rejected,  1681  ;  bill  reported  to  House, 
1681 ;  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  1688,  carried; 
1686;  motion  to  reconsider  negatived,  1686; 
amendments  proposed  to,  and  laid  on  the  table, 
1T28,  1729. 
bill  to  remit  the,  on  certain  goods  destroyed  by  fire 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  taken  up,  1716. 
motion  to  go  into  committee  on,  lost,  1718, 
1719. 

Blection.     (See  MianBtippi.) 

Express  mail  postage,  joint  resolution  for  paying  in  ad- 
vance, read  first  and  second  time,  1878;  passed, 
and  returned  to  Senate,  1379. 

Extra  pay  to  officers  of  the  House,  1681. 

Fees.     (J&ee  Attorney t^  Fees.) 

Finances,  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  on,  667. 
10,000  copies  to  be  printed,  667. 
resolution  to  purchase  300  copies  reports  on  tbe, 

1726;  laid  on  the  t^ble,  172«. 
estimate  of  the  state  of,  632,  646. 

Florida  war,  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  manner  of  pros- 
ecuting the,  proposed,  640,  666,  699,  787,  764, 
1289,  1328,  1404,  1448,  I6S1. 

Florida  campaigns.     (Sea  Yohniten,) 


Foarth  instalment  of  depositee  with  the  States  bill  to  post- 
pone tbe,  reported,  602. 
bill  (Senate)  to  postpone  the,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted, 627  ;  reported,  628;  Uken  up,  631;  sub- 
stitute proposeil,  631 ;  debated,  631  to  639;  sub- 
stitute withdrawn,  640;  bill  debated,  640  to 
664,  668  to  697,  706  to  737,  740  to  764,  772 
to  798,  803  to  916,  938  to  992,  999  to  1061, 
1066  to  1103;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
1104  ;  motion  to  reconsider,  1 104;  debated,  1115 
to  1186;  question  taken  on  reconsideration,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  1136;  amendments* 
proposed  and  debated,  1136;  amendment  nega- 
tived, 1143;  motion  to  lay  bill  on  the  Uble, 
1 144 ;  motion  to  recommit  bill  and  amendmenu 
with  instructions,  1144;  negatived,  1147;  pro- 
posed amendment  adopted,  1148;  bill  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  1149;  motion  to  postpoae  fur- 
ther consideration,  1149;  bill  passed,  1151. 

France^  petitions  for  claims  on,  prior  to  1800,  presented, 
693. 

Franklin,  Walter  S.,  elated  clerk  of  the  House,  666. 

Gbolson,  Mr.,  declared  entitled  to  his  seat,  1217. 

Gregory,  Sherlock  S.,  memoiial  of,  presented,  614. 

Hall  of  the  House,  proposition  to  alter  the,  1728. 

Hunter,  Mr.,  appointed  doorkeeper  to  ihe  Honse,  566. 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  making  additional  appropriation  &r 
suppressing,  introduced,  628. 

Indian  hostility  bill  from  the  Senate,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted, 999. 

Jefiersbn's  Manual.  2,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed,  628. 

Mails,  (see  Express) 

Meeting  of  the  House,  hour  o^  fixed,  628«  HIS. 

Members,  list  of,  558. 

Merchants'  bonds,  (see  Duty  bonds,) 

Merchandise,  bill  to  authorise,  to  be  deposited  in  public 
stores,  introduced,  628. 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  opening 
of  session,  566 ;  debate  on  the  printing  567. 

^Qsico  and  Texas,  resolution   calling  for  correspondence 
between  the  United  States  and,  605. 
motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  corFeapondence 
with,  1156,  1372;  agreed  to,  1378. 

Missisaippi,  concerning  the  rights  of  members  from,  to 
their  seats,  667 ;  resolution  in  relation  to  the  clr- 
tificate  of,  629,  report  of  committee  of  elections 
on,  799,  994,  1061,  1104,  1175;  motion  to  Uy 
on  table,  negatived,  1216;  report  agreed  to,  1217. 

Moneya,  public,  plan  for  the  receipt,  custody,  and  disburse- 
ment of,  submitted,  1728. 

Mount  Vernon,  Indiana,  petitions  of  citixena  of,  for  a  na- 
-    tional  bank,  presented,  697. 

Mass!,  Joseph,  petitions  of  executors  of,  for  clauns  oa 
France  prior  to  1800,  presented,  €43. 

National  Bank,  petition  for  establishment  of,  presented,  697. 
report  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  on  x&e 
establishing  a,  801 ;  motion  lay  on  the  table  nsg- 
atived,  802;  again  taken  up  916,  993,  1152, 
1 1 66 ;  motion  to  refer  to  Committee  of  the  ^Whole, 
1217,  1264;  report  concurred  in,  1208. 

Newspapers,  motion  to  supply,  adopted,  667. 

New  York  sufferers  by  fire,  (see  Duties. ) 

Northeastern '  boundary,  motion  to  print  5,000  extra  of 
President's  message  in  relation  to,  993. 

Officers  of  the  House,  election  of,  666. 

Order,  decisions  of,  610,  614,  628,  676,  699,  771,  772, 
798,  907,  992,  1101,  1116,  1116,  1120,  11^ 
1169,  1170,  122),  1222,  1267,  1271,  1321, 
1351,  1355,  1376,  1379,  1684,  1686,  1696, 
1707,  1719,  1722,  1723. 

Pay  of  members  in  specie,  resolution  of  inquiry  in  relatka 
to,  688,  686,  to  692. 

Pay  of  members,  memorial  to  reduce  the,  presented,  619. 
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Pty,  extra,  to  offioen  of  the  Hoaee,  1681. 

Potitions,  deciuoDt  of  Speaker  in  relation  to  the  call  for,  603. 

Polk,  James  K.,  elected  speaker  of  the  House,  566. 

President  of  the  U.  8.,  message  from,  at  opening  of  tee- 
sion,  666 ;  debate  un  the  printing  of,  567. 

Primer  to  the  House,  balloted  for,  663,  672,  679;  eleet* 
ed,  682. 

Privileged  persons,  eeate  for,  on  the  floor,  of  the  Hall,  798. 

Public  expenditures,  leUer  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  relation  to,  621. 

Public  stores.     (See  Merehandiae.) 

Public  funds.     (See  DefauUertf  AeeounU.) 

Public  leTenue,  subetitate  of  Mr.  Garland  for  the  plan  sub- 
mitted by  Committee  of  Way  a  and  Means,  630. 

Public  moneys,  plan  for  the  receipt,  custody,  and  disburse- 
ment of,  submitted,  1728. 

Quorum,  committee,  joint,  to  inform  the  President  of 
the  United  Sutes  of  a,  666. 

Recess  propoeed  and  carried  1101,  1102.         # 

Retrenchment  and  reform,  memorial  for,  presented,  019. 

Rules,  standing,  and  orders,  motion  to  adopt,  666. 

propositions  to  amend  and  refer  to  a  committee,  682, 
583;  eommittee  reported,  and  amendmenu  adopt- 
ed, 616,  623 ;  2,000  ordered  to  be  printed,  628. 
additional  proppaed  and  adopted,  1355. 

Roles,  suspension  of,  for  transmission  of  bills,  1716. 

Seminole  war.     (See  AppropriaiiofU.) 

8ergeant-at-arms  appointed,  266. 

Speaker  of  the  House  elected,  666. 

caating  vote  of,  on  main  question,  inexpediency 
of  a  national  bank,  1257 ;  on  previooa  qaeetton, 
treastuy  note  bill,  1822 

Specia  payments  to  members,  resolution  calling  for  infbr- 
ination  in  relatjon  to,  683  ;  amendment  proposed 
to,  683 ;  taken  up  and  adopted,  586  to  692 ;  re- 
port of  Secretary  of  Treasory  on,  motion  to  refer 
to  Committee  of  Ways  and  means,  negatived  992. 

Standefer.  Mr.,  death  of,  announced,  688. 

Sub-Traaaurj.  (See  Dutiet  additional,) 

Sub-treasuriea,  letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury,  in  rela- 
tion to,  1164. 

Texas.     (See  Mexieo.) 

Texas,  resolution  calling  for  correspondence  in  relation  to 

the  annexation  of,  to  the  United  States,  606; 

motion  to  lay  on  the  table  negatived,  610 ;  raeo- 

lotion  adopted,  614. 

motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  correspondence  with, 

1366,  1372 ;  agreed  to,  1278. 
memorials  against  the  annexation  of,   presented, 

618,  628,  639,  699,  764*,  915,  1365. 
resolution  proposed,  declaring  it  unconstitational  to 
annex  any  foreign  independent  State  to  the  Union, 
628,  639,  laid  on  the  table,  639. 

Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  on  the  finances,  667. 

noteff,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of,  introduced, 
603 ;  taken  up,  1153 ;  Senate's  bill  moved  as  an 
amendment  to,  1 154 ;  amendment  modi6ed,  1 1 63; 
debated,  1222  to  1247 ;  amendment  negatived, 
1248 ;  proposed  amendments  proposed,  1248  to 
1264 ;  bill  reported  to  House,  1254  ;  ngain  taken 
up,  1259;  amendment  proposed,  1269  ;  rejected, 
1S79 ;  farther  amendments  proposed,  1279;  again 
taken  up,  1300 ;  amendment  adopted,  1322  ;  fur- 
ther amendment  propoeed,  1322,  1326,  motion 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  claose,  1343;  with- 
drawn, 1349;  further  amended,  1349;  ameDd- 
ment  rejected,  1860 ;  other  amendments  propos- 
ed, 1350,  1361 ;  motion  to  reconsider  an  amend- 
ment negatived,  1 362 ;  amendment  rejectad,  1354 ; 
other  amendments  proposed,  1355,  1360,  1360, 
1366;  negatived,  1367,  1868;  further  amend- 
menU  offered^  1368,  1369,  1370;  negatived, 
1371;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  and  paased,  1372. 


Treasury,  letter  from'the  Secretary  of,  in  relation  to  public 

.  expenditorcs,  631. 
estimate  of  the  Sute  of,  632,  646. 
statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  of  the,  11 53. 
notes,  motion  calling  for  correspondence  with  banks, 

corporations,  dec,  in  relation  to,  1161. 
notes,  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of,  taken  up,  1152;  motion  to  pass  it  by  and 
take  up  the  House  bill,  agreed  to,  1153;  motion 
to  incorporate  provisions  of,  with  Houfie  bill, 
1164  to  1163,  1222  to  1247;  amendment  nega- 
tived, 1248;  further  amendments  propoeed,  1248 
to  1254  ;  bill  reported  to  the  House,  1264;  again 
taken  up  and  amendment  proposed,  1269;  re- 
jected, 1279;  further  amendment  proposed,  1279, 
again  taken  up,  1300  ;  amendment  adopted  1322; 
further  amendment  proposed,  1322,  1326;  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  enacting  clauee,  1343 ; 
withdrawn,  1349;  further  amended,  1349;  amend- 
ment rejected,  1350;  other  amendments  propos- 
ed, 1350,  1&51 ;  motion  to  reconsider  an  amend- 
ment negatived,  1352 ;  amendment  rejected, 
1364  ;  other  amendments  proposed,  1365,  1359, 
1360,  1366;  negatived,  1367,  1368;  further 
amendmento  offered,  1368, 1869, 1370;  negatived, 
137 1;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  and  passed,  1372. 

letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of,  in  relation  to  sub-trea- 
euries,  1164. 

reporu  upon  the^nances;  resolution  to  purchase 
300  copies,  1725  ;  laid  on  the  table,  1728. 
Tuston,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  Chaplain,  602. 
Volunteers  and  others,  bill  to  amend  act  making  provision 
for  the  remuneration  of,   for  horses  lost,  dec, 
Uken  up,  1638. 

report  of  committee  upon,   1638 ;  amendments  to 

the  bill  proposed,   1540,  1641 ;  read  a  thiid  time 

and  paasec*,  1641. 

Wheat,  resolution  in  relation  to  the  import  of,  630,  640. 

Williams,  Mr.,  of  N.  C,  proposed  to  act  aa  chairman 

till  the  House  ig  organized,  662. 
Yeas  and  nays  on  resolution  to  suspend  further  balloting 
for  public  printer,  681. 

on  resolution  calling  for  correspondence  with  Tex- 
as, 609. 

on  amending  rales,  617,  623,  625. 

on  laying  on  table,  report  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  establishing  a  national  bank,  802. 

on  referring  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  on  specie 
payments  to  Committee  of  Way  sand  Means,  992. 

on  putting  main  question  on  fourth  instalment  bill, 
1103. 

on  third  reading  of  aame,  1 104. 

on  reconsidering  same,  1 136. 

on  amendments  to  same,  1 144. 

on  recommitting  the  bill,  1147. 

on  amendment  to  aame,  1148. 

on  third  reading  of  same,  1149. 

on  amending  resolntion  for  adjournment,  1173. 

on  passage  of  same,  1 1 74. 

on  laying  on  table,  report  Committee  of  Elections 
on  Mississippi  election,  1216. 

on  adoption  of  report,  1217. 

on  main  question  declaring  a  national  bank  inex- 
pedient, 1257. 

on  adopting  report  of  committee,  1268. 

on  amend mente    to  Treasury   note    bill,    132S, 
1364,  1367,  1888,  1369,  1370,  1371. 

on  reconsidering  amendment  to  same,  1362. 

on  ordering  same  to  a  third  reading,  1372. 

on  laying  sub-Treasury  bill  on  the  table,  1685.  . 

on  motion  to  reconsider  same,  1686. 

on  Senate's  amendment  to  deposite  bank  tdjoal- 
ment  bill,  1724. 
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Adami,  Mr.,  on  rules,  666,  617,  636,  1356. 

correipondence  with  Mexico,  conoeming  boondiiry 
and  ceMion  of  territory,  606,  606,   600,  612, 
614,  1366,  1377. 
.     on  petition  of  Sherlock  8.  Gregory,  614. 

on  memonal  for  retrenchment,  610. 

oa  fourth  inetalment  bill,  907,  1130,  1136,  1141. 

on  adjournment,  938. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1162. 

on  adjournment,  1168,  1 169. 

on  MistiMippi  election,  1211. 

on  national  bank,  1218. 

on  the  Florida  war,  1297,  1406. 

explanation  in  relation  to  Indian  abusea,  1328. 

on  expreaa  mail  poatage,  1878. 

on  bill,  merchanta'  duty  bonda,  1401. 

on-bill,  Diatrict  currency,  1641. 

on  claims  againat  depoaito  banka,  1687,  1689,  1707, 
1717,  1720,  1721,  1722,  1723,  1724. 
Atberton,  Mr.,  on  fourth  inatalrnent  bill,  736. 
Bell,  Mr.,  on  rulea,  666,  662,  624,  626. 

on  the  death  of  Mr.  Standefer,  683. 

buaineaa  of  the  seaaion,  693,  694. 

correapondence  with  Mexico  and  Texaa,  611. 

on  fourth  insUlment  bill,  636,   644,  660,   662, 
670,  718,  772,  1144. 

on  Florida  war,  737,  1294. 

national  bank,  936. 

on  adjournment,  937. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1152,  1163,  1249,  1279,  1318, 
1326,  1349,  1861. 

daima  againat  depoaite  banka,  1717. 
Biddle,  Mr.,  apecie  paymenta  to  membera,  666,  588,  689, 
690. 

correapondence  with  Mexico  and  Texaa,  6 1 3,  1876 

on  bankrupt  law,  664. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  692. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1222. 

on  expreaa  mail  postage,  1378. 
Boon,  Mr.,  on  the  Miasiasippi  election,  668. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  Houae,  678. 

buaineaa  of  the  seaaion,  602. 
Bond,  Mr.,  on  Florida  war,  643. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  981. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1300. 

8ub-Trea9ury  bill,  1444. 
Bouldin,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  678. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1142. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1282. 
Briggt,  Mr.,  on  Miaaiaaippi  election,  666. 

on  rules,  666. 

on  election  of  printer  to  Houae,  670,  574,  580. 

fourth  inatalment  bill,  733. 

on  extending  certain  acta  of  Congreaa,  1289. 

on  printing  Mexican  correapondence,  1378. 

on  expreaa  mail  postage,  1378,  1379. 

general  oppropriation  bill,  1714. 
Bronaon,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  668,  669. 

fourth  inaulment  bill,  904,  1066. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1343,  1356. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  on  Miaaiaaippi  election,  799,  801,  1176. 
Bynum,  Mr«,  on  the  Miatfii<Mppi  election,  661. 

correapondence  with  Mexico  and  Texaiy  610. 

national  bank,  1264. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1355. 

on  rulea  and  ordera,  1356. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1712,  1713. 
Cattiooii,   Mr.,   of  Kentucky,   on  correapondence  with 
Mexico  and  Texaa,  614. 


Calhoon,  Mr.,  on  Treaaury  note  bill,  1849. 
Calhoan,  Mr.,  of  Maaaachuaetta,  on  the  sub-Tretamr, 

1466. 
Caaibreleng,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  Hoqm,  671 

on  reference  Preaident*a  message,  591. 

buaineaa  of  the  aeaaion,  598,  596. 

correapondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  %\t, 

on  introducing  anb-Treaaury  bill,  621. 

on  fourth  inatalment  bill  602,  681,  635,  686,  688, 
639,  668,  668,  691,  764,  891,  990  991, 1028, 
1059,  1066,  1123,  1135,  1135,  1116,1149. 

on  Florida  war,  643. 

Miaaiaaippi  election,  801. 

national  bank,  802,  1217,  1219,  1221. 

Treamry  note  bUl,  1163,  1164,  1163, 1346, 1S49, 
1361,  1353,  1377,  1279,  1380,  1801,  ISM, 
1861,  1369,  1860,  1369. 

on  adjournment,  1167,  1171. 

aub-Treaaury  bill,  1358,  1397,  1409,  1614. 

on  purrhaaing  eopiea  of  finance  reports,  1735, 17)8. 

on  bill  merchants*  duty  bonds,  1401. 

dairoa  againat  depoaite  banka,  1687,  1689, 1717, 
1719,  1720,  1722,  1733. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1715,  1718. 

appropriationa  for  Seminole  war,  1715. 

on  New  York  fire  bill,  1716. 
Campbell,  Mr.,  of  S.Carolina,  on  defanltera*  aoeoDnti,  6S9. 

on  the  Florida  war,  739. 
Carter,  Mr.,  on  daima  for  loesea  in  Florida  eam^pti9U,16S8. 
Chambera,  Mr.,  on  fourth  inatalment  bill,  915, 1161. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1251. 
Chapman,  Mr.,  on  claims  againat  depoaite  banki^  17)1. 
Claiborne,  Mr.,  on  Miaaiaaippi  election,  660,  1116. 

on  aub-Treaaury  bill,  1688. 
Clark,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  Houss,  578. 

fourth  inatalment  bill,  1059. 

on  national  bank,  1280. 

on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  1693. 
Coloa,  Mr.,  on  prmter  to  House,  570. 
Connor,  Mr.,  on  expreaa  mail  postage^  1379. 
Craig,  Mr.,  on  rulea  and  ordera,  618. 
Crockett,  Mr.,  on  Treaaury  note  bill,  1267. 
CorUa,  Mr.,  on  Treaaury  note  bill,  1366. 
Cuahing  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  558,  663,  664, 666. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  6C8. 

buaineaa  of  the  aeaaion,  605,  696. 

correapondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  613,  616. 

on  Florida  war,  642,  648,  666,  699,  771. 

fourth  inatalment  bill,  861. 

Treaaury  note  bill,  1863,  1301,  1821. 

on  expreaa  mail  poatage,  1879. 

on  aub-Treaaury  bill,  1614. 

on  general  appropriation  bill,  1718. 
Cnahman,  Mr.,  on  fourth  inatalment  bill,  749,  UOS. 

on  the  aub- Treasury  bill,  1408. 
BawBon,  Mr. ,  on  correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Ten*, 

on  fburth  inatalment  bill,  684,  644,  1058,  1066, 
1149. 

on  Treaaury  note  bill,  1248^ 

on  aub-Treasury  bill,  1686. 
Duncan,  Mr.,  on  buaineaa  of  the  aeaaion,  697. 

on  fourth  inaulment  bill,  683,  1059,  1066. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1254. . 

on  rulea  and  ordera,  1366. 
Dunn,  Mr.,  on  Treaaury  note  bill,  1S48,  1361,  1858. 

on  hill  merchanu'  duty  bonda,  1401. 
Elmore,  Mr.,  on  printing  Mexican  correapondeDca,  1878, 
1876,  1378. 
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Ereratt,  Mr.,  of  Yennoiit,  on  Miwiaiippi  election,  565. 
on  Floridt  war,  641. 
national  bank,  802. 
foarth  instalment  bill,  1 129. 
on  bill  merchants'  duty  bonds,  1401. 
appropriations  for  Beminole  war,  1716. 
Ewiog,  Mr.,  of^Indiana,  reference  of  President's  message, 
591. 
oB  importation  of  wheat,  639. 
ou  memorial  for  national  bank,  697.      •       • 
foarth  instalment  bill,  990. 
on  claims  of  Florida  volunteers,  1540. 
Fairfield,  Mr,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  756. 
Fillmore,  Mr.,  on  foarth  instalment  bill,  891. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1251,  1253. 
Fletcher,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1269. 
Foster,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  750. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1321. 
Fry,  Mr.,  on  foarth  instelraent  bill,  1016.        0 
Garland,  Mr.,  of  Va.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House, 
577,  678. 
on  badnees  of  the  session,  602. 
defaalters'  accounts,  629. 
on  foarth  instalment  bill,  690,  692,  808. 
on  sub-Treasary  bill,  1397,  1442.. 
Garland,  Mr.,  of  La.,  on  Florida  war,  648,  771. 
foarih  instalment  bill,  1149. 
Treasury  notes,  1163. 

on  claims  against  depositebanks»  1402, 1687, 1717, 
1721,  1724. 
OholM>n,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  56Q,  801,  1116, 
1190. 
on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  574. 
on  Florida  war,  738,  739,  768. 
on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1 149. 
on  Treasury  note  bill,  1860,  1861. 
Glascock,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  671. 
oo  Florida  war,  641,  699,  706,  1291,  1295, 1296, 

1404. 
on  Mississippi  ejection,  800. 
on  adjournment,  1173. 
on  national  bank,  1220. 
on  general  appropriation  bill,  1714. 
Graham,  Mr.,  on  the  rules,  582. 

Grmvea,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  578, 
679. 
on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1077. 
claims  against  deposite  banks,  1719. 
Gray,  Mr.,  of  N.  Y.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1128. 
Orennell,  Mr.,  on  correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas, 
610. 
Treasury  note  bill,  1254. 
on  express  mail  po«tage»  1379. 
Halsted,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  789. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1348. 
Hamer,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  562. 
rules,  566,  582,  583,  618,  627. 
specie  payments  to  members,  688. 
fourth  instalment  bill,  638,  1036,  1060,  1072. 
Treasury  note  bill,  1151,  1275. 
adjournment,  1173. 
Harlan,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  1061. 

fourth  instalment,  1 147. 
HarriaoD,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  581. 

Mississippi  election,  799,  801. 
Haatinga,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  1208. 
HawkinSy  Mr.,  on  general  appropriation  bill,  1714. 
Haynea,  Mr.,  on  correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas, 
606,  608,  613. 
MlMissippi  election,  799,  800,  1191. 
fourth  instalment  bill,  1136,  1144,  1147,  1148. 
Treasury  note  bill,  1152,  1249,  1308. 
adjournment,  1166,  1167. 


Haynes,  Mr.,  on  rulee  and  orders,  1856. 

the  sub-Treasury  bill,  1444. 

claims  against  deposite  bank,  1720. 
Hoffman,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  571. 

the  sub-Treasury  bill,  1406,  1631. 
Hobey,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  565. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  612. 

Florida  war,  665. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  751. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1250. 
Hopkins,  Mr.,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill,  1301. 
Howard,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  579, 
580. 

correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  605,  610, 
614,  1376. 

claims  against  France,  698. 

Florida  war,  700,  1294. 

the  Mississippi  election,  1196. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1277,  1351. 
'  claims  against  deposite  banks,  1720. 

Hunter,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1411. 
Jenifer,  Mr.,  on  business  of  the  session,  596. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  991,  999. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  908, 
1069.  > 

adjournment,  1166. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1253,  1322,  1741. 

sub*Treasury  bill,  1494,  1496. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1712,  1718,  1714. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  of  Louisiana,  on  claims  against  deposite 
banks,  1402,  1687,  1717. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1718. 
Jones,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  fourth  instalment  biH,  716. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1368. 
Legare,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  1 177. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1311,  1360,  1868,  1871. 

sub-Treasury  bill,  1541. 
Lewis,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1355. 
Lincoln,  Mr.,  on  memorials  against  annexation  of  Texas, 
619. 

Florida  war,  703,  739.    ' 

Mississippi  election,  1208. 

claims  upon  deposite  banks,  1687,  1724. 

purchasing  copies  of  reporta  on  finance,  1728. 
Loomis,  Mr.,  on  defaulters'  accounta,  629. 

fourth  instalment,  707,  770,  777,778,  1132,  114U 
'    Mississippi  election,  1208. 

the  Florida  war,  1289. 

claima  against  deposite  banks,  1403,  1719. 
Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Alabama,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1132. 

claims  against  deposite  banks,  1402,  1689. 
Martin,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  890,  904,  992. 

on  claims  against  late  deposita  banks,  1687,  1717. 
Mason,  Mr.,  of  Va.  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1103,  1148. 

on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  1423. 
Mason,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  992,  1149. 

on  Mississippi  election,  1190. 
McKay,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  563. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  669,  681. 

specie  paymenta  to  members,  589,  590. 

defaulters'  accounta,  629. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  662,  663. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1308,  1351,  1355. 

Florida  war,  1324,  1326,  1404,  1443. 

claims  against  deposite  banks,  1719. 
McKennan,  Mr.,  on  printer  to  House,  570. 
McKim,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1250,  1300. 
Maury,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  799,  994,  999,  1729. 
Menefee,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1005. 

Treasury  nota  bill,  1321. 

on  bill  merchanta'  duty  bonds,  1401. 
Mercer,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  559,  660,  561,  565, 
799,  800. 
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Mercer,  Mr.,  on  niles  566,  582,  618,  628,  624,  1356. 

defaultere*  accounts,  629. 

seatB  for  privileged  personv,  798. 

on  adjournment,  937. 

fourth  instalment,  938,  992. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1153,  1350,  1380,  1370. 

on  adjournment,  1174. 
Moore,  Mr.,  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  1587. 
Muhlenburg,  Mr.,  on  the  Florida  war,  701,  702,  703. 
Nay  lor,  Mr.,  on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1570. 
Owens,  Mr.,  on  printing  Mexican  correspondence,  1375. 
Parker,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  760. 
Parmenter,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  1208. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1263. 
Patton,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  562  563. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  573,  580,  682. 

on  rules  and  orders,  618,  626. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1141. 

on  adjournment,  1171. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  2270,  1317. 
Pennybacker,  Mr.,  on  Mississippi  election,  094. 
Phillips,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1186,  1147. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1250,  1276,  1322. 

on  express  mail  postage,  1379. 

on  New  York  fire  bill,  1717. 
Pickena,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  Houae,  568, 
670.  571. 

on  correspondence  with  Mexico  and  Texas,  608, 
1376. 

on  memorials  against  annexation  of  Texas,  619. 

on  fourth  insUlment  bill,  659,   683,   709,    1104, 
1115,  1116,  1122,  1136. 

on  adjournment,  1167. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1360. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1380, 1406,  1408, 1493, 1573 
Pope,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  576. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  914. 

national  bank,  936. 

on  claims  against  deposite  banks,  1404. 

on  sub.Treasury  bill,  1471,  1495. 

on  claims  against  deposite  banks,  1717,  1719. 
Potter,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1019. 
Rariden,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  858. 
Held,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  Mississippi  election, 
563. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  572. 

on  national  bank,  915. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1361. 
Rencber,  Mr.,  on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  679. 

on  fourth  instalment,  971. 
Rhett,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  561,  062,  563. 

fourth  instalment  bill,  890,  914. 

Treasury  note  bill,  1154,  1259,  1322,  1326,  1349, 
1351,  1271. 
Rivet,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  1102. 

treasury  note  bill,  1248,  1250,  1349. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1713. 
Robertson,  Mr.,  of  Va.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  569, 
563,564,  1115. 

on  election  of  printer  to  the  House,  570,  576,  577. 

on  specie  payments  to  members,  588. 

on  fourth  instalment  bill,  663,  1142,  1148. 

on  national  bank,  1152,  1221. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1153,   1239,   1251,    1308, 
1313,  1316,  1317,  1368. 

on  claims  against  deposite  banks,  H04. 

on  sub-Treasury  bill,  1435. 

on  plan  for  custody,  &c.  of  public  moneys,  1 728. 
Sergeant,  Mr.,  on  Senate  anti-deposite  bill,  637. 

on  national  bank,  916,  1217. 

on  Treasury  note  bill,  1360. 
Shepard,  Mr.  C.  of  N.  C,  on  fourth  instalment,  740. 
Sibley,  Mr.,  on  fourth  instalment  bill,  740 


Slade,  Mr.,  on  the  Mississippi  election,  1194,  1785. 

on  printing  Mexican  correspondenee,  1877. 
Smith,  Mr.  of  Maine,  business  of  the  session,  592, 595. 

on  fourth  instalment,  772. 

on  adjournment,  1 168. 
Snyder,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1249. 
Soothgate,  Mr.,  on  Treasury  note  bill,  1368,  1369. 
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